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VOYAGE
TO

THE XORTH PACIFIC OCEAJ\\
AND

ROUND THE WORLD.

BOOK THE FIFTH.

Third visit to the Sandwich islands—Conclusion of

THE SURVEY OF THE COAST OF NoRTH-WkST AmERICA.

CHAPTER T.

Leave the coajl of New Albion—Arrive off the eaji point ofOwhyhee—Exa-

irune Whyeatea bay—Vifited by Tamaahmaah—Proceed to Karakakooa bay

—Tranfadions there—Departure ofthe Dcedatusfor New South Wales.

Docfmbor.
WUR progrcfs from the coaft of New Albion, Hill attended with light

variable winds, was fo flow, that at noon of the 15th tlic fhores were

yet in fight, bearing from n. 17 e. to S.69E.; the former, being the "" "^ '^"

neareft, was dillant 7 leagues ; the obferved latitude was 30" 14', longi-

tude 243- 57i'.

In the afternoon, the wind blew a moderate gale at w.n.w., which

brought us by day-light the next morning within fight of the ifland of Mondav ifi

Guadaloupe. This ifland is compofed of high naked rocky mountains
;

is about thirteen miles long, nearly in a north and fouth dire61ion, •

with two rocky iflets ; one lying w. s. w., at the diflance of half a league ;

Vol. III. B the
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December.

Sunday 22.

Wednef. 25.

Sunday sg.

Tuefday 31

1794.
January.

Tuefday 7,

the other lying (ouih, two miles from its fouth point, which is fituatcd

in latitude 28" 51', longitude 241" 38'. The wind at n. w. continued to

blow a picafant gale with fair weather until midnight; but at this time it

veered round, and fettled in the north-ea(l trade. Our diftance was now

about 75 leagues from the coart, and it is probable the north-weft; winds

do not extend far beyond that limit, as the wind that fucceeded continued

without calms, or other interruptions, between the n.e. and e.n.e.,

blowing a (Kady, gentle, and pleafant gale.

On the 2J(1, in latitude 23* 23', longitude 23.1° 37', the variation of

the compafs was 7' eaftwardly ; here we had thirty hours calm, after

which we had a gentle breeze from the N. e.; this as we proceeded was

attended full by cloudy and gloomy weather, and afterwards with rain,

and fuddcn gufts or flurries of wind. On the '25th, a tropic bird was

feen, and a common gull that appeared to be much fatigued, and in-

clined to alight on board.

This very unpleafant weather, fimilar to that which we had experi-

enced in this neighbourhood about the conclufion of laft January, ft;ill

continued; and on the 2gth, in latitude 19° 1', longitude 231" 58', the

wind, after veering to the s. e., became light, and, like the weather, was

very unfettled. We were now paffing the fpot afligncd to the los Majos

ifles, at the dift-ance of a few miles onlv to th(; fouthward of our former

track; but we perceived no one circumftance that indicated the vicinity

of land.

On the 31ft, the wind feemcd to be fixed in the northern quarter, but

the atmofpherc was Rill very unpleafant, and the gloomy weather was

now accompanied by much rain. On the 3d of January, in latitude i8*

31' longitude 213° 32', a very heavy fwell rolled from theN.w., and

the wind in that diredion was light, with alternate calms, attended by

foggy or dark hazy weather until the 6t]i, when in latitude ig° ig', lon-

gitude 208" 48', we had a few hours of fair and pleafant weather; this was

again fucceeded by the fame gloomy aimofphere that we had xperiencecl

during the greater part of this paffage, and the wind cont. aed to be

very variable between the n.vv. and s.s.w. In the afternoon of the

following day the weather was more favorable, and the wind from the

northward

I

I

I

If
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fp'-cad nil ov.r cnnvafs in the
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1794,

•v—
northward fettled in the N. k ; to this \s'

expe6lation of feeing the idand of Owlivhec at day-light the next morn- ^—
ing. The wind however (lackcned during tlie night, and the weather

being dark and gloomv, it was not un'il about nine o'clock in the fore- '^Veilnci.
^>

noon that Mowna-kaah was difcovrred fliewing his hon'^• head a'.jove the

clouds, bearing by conipafs w. ^j s. ; but tlu; ha/e and mifl with which

the diftrifcl of Ahcedo was inveloped, prevented our rlifeerning tlie fliores.

The obferved latitude at noon was 19° 52'; at this time the cafl end of

Owhyhee bore by compafs s. 52 w., at the diflanee of to leagu;^-;, by

which it appeared, that Arnold's chronometer. No. 1 1. had erred in lon-

gitude fince our departure from the coad of New Albion 27'; his No.

176, 21'; Kendall's, 52'; and the dead reckoning ;3* 40'; all being to the

eaftward of the truth. This error has however been correcied, inallign-

ing the feveral fituation.s during this paffage.

We flood for the land until fun-fet, when being within 2 leagues of

the fhore, we employed the night in preferving our llation off that part

of the coaft, where we expefted to find the harbour or bay of Whyeaiea

;

in queft of which I difpatched Mr. Whidbey in the cutter the next

morning, attended by a boat from the Chatliani, and another from the TueMu n

Daedalus, all well armed. The appearance of the (bores did not feem

much in favor of our finding a more eligible fituaiion here than at Ka-

rakakooa, for accomplilhing our feveral purpofes; iiotwiihOandiiig the

reprefentation that had been made to us of its being very commodious.

The boats had fcarcely departed when fome of the natives came of!

in their canoes, but owing to a very heavy fwcU from the northward,

tliey could bring us but Hew refrefliments. As foon as thev underflood

who we were, they told us that Tamaahmaah, with fe\-eral of the prin-

cipal chiefs, were dien on fhore waiting in expectation of our arrival;

and then immediately made the befl of their way towards the fhore, pro-

return to their counClaiming our

and gladneis

Ury ippaicntly of great joy

ih

iin

About ten in the forenoon we were honored with tiie prefence of

* king, with liis ufual confidence and cheerful difpofition. It was

ofTible to miflake the happinefs he expreffed on feeing us again.

B 2 which
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
which fecmcd to be greatly increafed by his meeting us at this, his moft

favorite part of the 'ifland ; where he hoped we fhould be able to re-

luain foinc time, to take the benefits arifing from its fertility ; which,

from the appearance of the neighbouring fhores, fcemed to promife an

abundant fupply of the various rcfreftimcnts thcfe countries are known to

produce.

Tamaahmaah had noticed the boats in their way to die fliore, and

tinned they would return with a favorable report ; which he, as well as

ourfeUes, anxioufly waited for until five in the evening. Mr. W'hidbey

now informed me, diat during the prevalence of the foutherly winds, in

the more advanced part of the fpring leal'on, Whyeatea might probably

be found a tolerabl)' fecurc and convenient place, as the land formed a

deep bay, which was additionally {lieltered by a reef lying off its fouth-

eall point, with foundings from 25 to 6 fathoms, clear fandy bottom ; at

leall as far as his examination had extended. This had not been very

minute, as the bay was intirely expofcd to the northerly winds, which

then blew very ftrong ; and being attended with a heavy fea from that

quarter, rendered any attempt to land from our boats imprafticable.

On this report I determined to proceed to Karakakooa, as that bay

was indifputably at this time the mofl fecure and convenient port for

fliipping of any in die Sandwich idands.

My intention was direftly made known to Tamaahmaah, and I rcquefl-

ed that he would give us the pleaiine of his company thither; well

knowing that his influence over the inferior chiefs and the people would

be attended with the moil dcfirable confequenccs, in preferving the har-

mony and good underftanding that already fo happily exifted. He did

not however feem much i«nclincd to accept my invitation, ^r to give

me a pofitive anfwer; but rcqucfled, that the \cffels might remain fome

days in this neighbourhood, to avail ourfelves of the ample fupply of

reiielhments tliat might be procured here, before we proceeded to any

other part of the ifland ; adding, that lie would remain with us to fee this

bufinefs properly performed.

I was by no means difpofed to accede to the wiflies of the king, not

was I latisfied with the arrangement he had propofed.

Thf
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The vcnels having been driven far to leeward on the morning of tlie

loth, and ihc wind then blowing flrong from the northward, attended

with a very heavy fea, I pointed out and explained to Tamaahviaah, the

great improbabihty of our being able to comply with his defires, and the

neceifity ofour proceeding without delay to fome place of fecure ancho-

rage, for the purpofe of refitting; renewing at the fame time and in the

llrongeft terms, my fdlicitations for his company. I did not fail to en-

force how important his prefence would neceffarily be, not only to us

for whom he had repeatedly exprefled the greateft refpeft and friend-

(liip, but alfo to the welfare of his own fubjefts. He readily acknowledged

the propriety of my obfcrvations, and how much he was inclined to

adopt the meafure 1 had propofed ; but he now avowed that he could

not accompany us, as the taboo appertaining to the feftival of the new

year demanded his continuance for a certain period, within the limits

of the diftrift in which thefe ceremonies had commenced. The time of

interdiftion was not )et expired, and it was not polfible he could abfent

himfelf without the particular fanftion of the priefts. To obtain this

indulgence, he confidered his prefence to be indifpenfibly neceflary

on fhore at the morai. Aware of the fuperior influence pofreffcd by

the priefthood, and of the ftricl adherence of all ranks to their fupcr-

ftitions, I fufpefled that if Tamaahmaah went on fhore they would not

allow him to return ; for this reafon I recommended, that one of the

chiefs in his fuite fhould repair thither, and make known the king's

pleafure. But as this propofal did not feem to meet his ideas, or to be

confonaut to his wiflies, I rofolved not to detain him contrary to his

own free will and inclination, or by any other means than thofe of per-

fuafion. Yet as I confidered his attendance to be an objeft of too much
importance to be readily relinquiflied, I had recourfe to a fort of ar-

tifice, that I had reafon to believe would anfwer my purpofe by its ope-

ration on his feelings. I defided from all importunities, and attributed

his. declining my invitation to a coolnefs and a relaxation in the friend-

fhip he had formerly fhewn, and pretended to entertain; and I flatcd, that

I had no doubt of foon finding amongft the other iflands fome cliicf,

2 whofe

179,1.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
whofe afTiftance, proteftion, and authority, would on all occalions bf

readily afforded.

Tamaahmaah had always been accuflomed to attend our meals, and

brcakfafl in particular he was extremely fond of partaking with us

;

but under the reproach he had jufl; received, of a want of friendfliip, no

folicitation could prevail on him to accept of any thing at table ; he fat

in a filent thoughtful mood, his fenfibility was probed to the quick, and

his generous heart, which continued to entertain the warmefl frienddiip

and regard, not only for me but for ever\' one in our little community,

yielded to our wifhes ; though at the rifk of incurring the difpleafure of

the priefts, by an unprecedented breach of their religious rites. At

lengdi he determined, that his half brother Crymamahoo fliould be fent to

the priefts, to communicate his intentions of accompanying us. On my
faying, that this refolution made me very happy, and met my hearty

concurrence, he replied, that I had treated him unkindly in fufpefting

that his friendftiip was abated, for that it remained unfliaken, as his fu-

ture condutl would demonftrate ; but that he confidered hiinfelf to be

the laft perfon in his dominions who ought to violate the eftabliftie<i

laws, and die regulations of the country which he governed.

Our little difference being thus amicably adjufted, he ate a hearty break-

faft ; and having given his brother the necefTary inftruftions for governing

this part of the ifland during his abfence, in which bufinefs they were

occupied an hour, Crymamahoo was difmiffed, and dire6led to return widi

all convenient fpeed to communicate the anfwer of the priefts.

Thoroughly convinced of the purity of Tamaahmaah\ friendly inten-

tions, I had receded from my former determination with refpeft to him,

or any other of the chiefs, flecping on board the fhip. Our party now con-

fifted of feven chiefs, three of whom were accompanied by their favorite

females ; but Tahow-man-noo, the king's confort, was not of the number.

As (he had never failed in her attendance on him, the caufe of her ab-

fence became a fubjeft of inquiry, and I had the mortification of under-

ftanding diat a feparation had taken place, in confequence of its having

been

m
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been reported, that too great an intimacy had fubfifted between her and

Tianna.

lunderflood from the king's attendants, that the infidelity of the qufn
was by no means certain ; and as I well knew the reciprocal affedlion of

this royal pair, and as (he was then refiding with her father at, or in the

neighbourhood of Karakakooa, I thought it a charitable office, to make

a tender of my endeavours for the purpofe of bringing about a reconci-

liation. In reply to this obtrufion of my fervices, Tamaahmaah exprelTcd

his thanks ; and afTured me, that he fliould be always happy to re-

ceive any advice on date affairs, or any public matters, efpecially where

peace or war might be concerned ; but that fuch differences as might

occur in, or refpefcl, his domeftic happinefs, he confidered to be totally out

of my province. This rebuff I filendy fuflained ; cherilhing the hope that

tlie period would arrive, when I fliould be able to prevail on him to en-

tertain a different opinion.

The wind from the northward, attended with a very heavy fea, redu-

ced us to our clofe-reefed topfails, and as we ftood in fhore in the after-

noon a very ftrong current evidently preffed us to leeward. The appear-

ance of the weather indicating no favorable or early change, there was

little probability of our foon feeing Crymamahoo, or any of the inhabi-

tants of Aheedoo ; this induced the king to call his whole retinue toge-

ther, both male and female, in order to take their advice as to his pro-

ceeding, without firft receiving the religious affent he had difpatched

Crymamahoo to obtain. The refult of their deliberations was, a unani-

mous opinion that the pricfts would, on a certainty, accede to his wiflies.

This had been undoubtedly the previous fentiment of the king, or he would

not have inftrufted his brother, in the manner he had done, how to con-

du6lhimfelf during his abfence.

Although I earneftly wiflied to avoid being the caule of endangering

his popularity, yet I was fo anxioufly defirous of his company, that I

did not hefitate a moment in giving my hearty concurrence to this deter-

mination, in order that we might make the befl of our way to Karaka-

kooa.

Our

1794.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Our courfe was now dirc6}ed round the eaft point of the ifland, along

its fouth-eaft fide ; wc made a tolerably good progrcfs ; and as we pafTed

the diftri6l of Opoona, on the morning of the nth, the weather being

very clear and plealant, we had a moft excellent view of Mowna Roa's

fnowv fummit, and the range of lower hills that extend towards the eaft

end of Owhyhce. From the tops of thcfe, about the middle of the de-

frending ridge, feveral columns of fmokc were feen to afcend, which

Tamaa/wiaah, and the reft of our friends faid, were occafioned by the

fuhterranean fires that frequently broke out in violent eruptions, caufing

amongft the natives fuch a multiplicity of fuperftitious notions, as to give

rife to a religious order of perfons, who perform volcanic rites ; confift-

ing of various facrifices of the different produ6i;ions of the country, for

the purpofe of appeafing the wrath of the enraged demon.

On approaching the fhorcs of the diftritl of Kaoo, we were met by

feveral of the inhabitants, bringing in their canoes forae refrefhments and

other produ6lions of the country, Thofe who firft approached us feemed

to be much furprized, and many of them were not a little alarmed at

feeing their king on board ; inquiring with great earneftnefs, whether

his being there, and having broken the taboo, was by his own choice,

or by compulfion. On being affured by all prefent that Tamaakmaah,

and the reft cf the chiefs, were under no reftraint whatever, but were

accompanying us by their own free will, they became perfeftly fa-

tisfied ; and appeared to be equally fo on underftanding, that it was

the king's pleafure, that the hogs and vegetables they had brought off

ftiould be delivered onboard, without their receiving any equivalent in re-

turn; nor could we, without giving Tamaahmaah ferious offence, have

infringed this order, which feemed to be very cheerfully complied with

on the part of his fubjetls; and, in the courfe of the forenoon, the

vcfTels procured a fufticicnt fupply for their prefent confumption. Whe-

ther the king accounted witli thcfe people afterwards for the value of

their property thus difpofed of, or not, I could not rightly underftand

;

but from die great good humour with which they complied with the royal

orcierler. and from fome converfaiion with one of the king's attendants-, re-

fpefting

i
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fpciriing ilic value of the rcficnimcnts fo delivered, I had realbn to be-

lieve that a lompenf.ition would be allowed to them.

Shortiv after noon wc were oppofite the I'outh point of the ifland ; and,

as a report had been circulated that elole round, on its wcftern fide,

good anchorage and excellent (helter had been found, (though it had

efcapcd die notice of Captain Cook) Mr. Whidbey was difpatchcd in the

cutter, in order to afecrtain the truth of this aderiion, which was foon

proved to be void of loundation ; for although a flrong weftcrly gale pre-

vented i\Ir. Whidbev from making a \ ery minute examination, yet he clear-

ly difcovcred that the fliores were nearly fhaight, and expofed to a vnoiY

tremendous furf, that broke with fuch fury as to render landing, if not

impoflible, highly dangerous, even to thofe of the inhabitants who are

mofl; expert in the management of tlieir canoes.

The wind continued to blow very ftrong between wefl and \.w.

until the morning of the 12th; when it became variable, and allowed us

to make but a very flow progrefs towards Karakakooa. Tavianhmaah

being very anxious that wc (hould gain tiic place of our deftination, went

on fhore for the purpofe of placing lights to condu6i us in the evening

to oar former anchorage; where, about ten the following night we an-

chored near an American brig, named the Lady VVudiington, command-

ed by Mr. John Kendrick.

. As we worked into the bay many of the inhabitants ^\•ere aflembled on

the fliorcs, who annoitnced their congratulations by fliouts of joy, as, on

our difitrent tacks, we approached the fhores of the neighbouring vilhiCTes.

At this late hour many of our former friends, particularly of the fair fex,

lofl no time in teftifying the fincerity of th>" public fentiment in our fa-

vour. Young and Davis we had likewife the pleafure of finding in the

cxcrciil' oltb.olf judii:ious principles they had lb wifely adopted, and bv
their example and advice liad fo uniformly l)cen carried into effect. The
great projiriety with which ihey had condiicfed thend'elves, had tended

in a high degree to the comfort and happinefs of thefe people, to the

gratification of their own feelings, and to a pre-eminence in the good
oj)inion of the king, that had mtitled them to his warmeft afleftions.

The fame fort of clleem and regard, wc imderflood, was fliewn to

Vol. 111. C them.
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them, if not by all, at lead by the well-difpofccl inhabitants ol the

ifland.

The D'fcovery uas fecured nearly in her former ftation on the fallow-

ing morning; and the Chatham and Daedalus were flifpofed of in the

mofl convenient manner for carrying into execution the rcfpcftive fer-

vices that each had to perform.

Mr. Kendrick had been here about fix weeks, and it was with infinite

pleafure we underllood, that during that time he Had not only been li-

berally fupplied by the inhabitants of the idand with its feveral pro-

du61ions, but that the fame orderly, and civil behaviour had been ob-

ferved towards him, which we had experienced on our former vifit;

and which we had every rcafon to expeft would be continued, from the

aflurances ^ve received from the chiefs, and from the acclamations of the

people, which had refounded from all qtiarters on our arrival.

Tamaahmaah undcrftanding that it would be necclfary that we fliould

land parts of the cargoes of all the vefiels, appointed proper places for their

reception ; and knowing we had no more men than we could conllantly

employ for the fpeedy accomplifliment of this bufinels, he undertook

to be anfwcrable for the fafcty and fecurity of every thing we might

have occafion to put on Ihore, without our having any guard there for

its prote61ion. He alfo gave orders that his people fliould fill all our

water cafks; and as he'confidered that bartering with the feveral chiefs,

and other individuals, for the valuable refrefhments of the country, would

not only be troublefome and unpleafant, but might give rife to difputes

and mifunderftandings between the parties; he defired we would daily,

or as often as fliould fuit our convenience, make our demands known to

him, and he would take care that the three vefTels were duly fupplied

with every ncceflary refrefliment.

This confiderate and very friendly arrangement I was happy to concur

\v«inci. 15, in, and at day-light on wednefday morning three large canoes, laden

with forty very fine hogs, and thirty fmall ones, with a proportionate

quantity of vegetables, were, by the direftions of the king, diflributed

amongft our three veflels.

On

III
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On ihis occafion, it was impoflible to avoid making a companion br-

twccn our reception and treatment here, by tlude untaught children of

nature, and the ceremonious conditional offers of accommodation we

experienced at St. Francifco and Monterrey, from the educated civihzed

governor of New Albion and California.

After the large canoes had delivered their acceptable cargoes, thcv

received and took to the fhore the live cattle, which I had been more

fuccefsfid in bringing from New Albion than on the former occafion.

Tiiefe confifted of a young bull nearly full grown, two fine cows, and

two very fine bull calves, all in high condition; as likewife five rams, and

five ewe fheep, I'wo of each of thefe, with moft of the black cattle, were

given to the king; and as thofe I had brought lad year had thrived ex-

ceedingly well ; the fheep having bred, and one of the cows having

brought forth a cow calf; I had little doubt, by this fecond importation,

of having at length efFe6ted the very defirable objeft of eflablilhing in

this ifland a breed of thofe valuable animals.

I learned from Tamaahmaah, that he had iffued the flriclcfl orders fo

to regulate the condu6l and behaviour of his j)eople towards us, as he

trufted would be the means of infuring a continuance of the h;innony

that had fo happily fubfifled on our former vifits to his dominions: and

ho added, that he had many enemies even amongit the chiefs of Owhv-
hce, who were not unlikely to ufe their endeavoms for the purpcjfe of

fruflrating his good intentions, and that it was very important that the

defigns of fuch ill-difpofed perfons fhould be watchfully guarded againfi.

I thanked Tamaahmaah for his vigilant attention to preferve our tran-

quillity and comfort, and informed him, that I had alio iffued orders and

directions fimilar to thofe given on my former vifit. Thefe having the

!amc tendency, and operating to the fame end, with thofe enjoined by

himfeif, would, 1 hoped, be effeftual in affording us the recreation and

enjoyment of the country, and in fecuring to us a continuation of the.

tlien fiibfifling friendly intercourfe.

'J'hele neceflary precautions being taken on both fides, we innnc-

diatily began upon the various fervices that demanded our attention.

Thofe appertaining to the reception of the provifions and ftores ifoin

C 2 the
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the Djedalus, were the primary ohjefts of our conficJeration ; and l)\ ihc

orderly and docile behaviour oi all clalFcs ot" the inhabitants, this bulinefs

was earricd into execution willi a degree of facility, and confidence in

our perleiil lecuntv, equal to the accommodation that could poHibly have

been obtained in any jjort of Europe,

There were not at this linic many of tiie principal chiefs in our neigi?-

bourhood. Our iormer friend Kahottmiotoo paid us an earlv vifit, with

a prefent of twenty large hogs, and a proportionable quantity of vege-

tables. He was not, however, in his ufually cheerful good fpirits, but

was much deprelfcd, in confequence of a violent indifpofition under

which his favorite fon Whokaa laboured, from a wound he had received

in the exercife of throwing the fpear with a man of mean rank. After

a long contention for fuperiority, their play, it feemed, terminated in

earneft, and the young chief received his ad\crfary's fpear, which was

barbed, in the tliroat. Much difficulty had attended its being taken oiu.

which had occafioned a wound that had balHed all their art to cure, aufl

had reduced him to the lafl llage of his exiftence. His antagonifl wa;

foon feized, and the next day his eyes were pulled out, and, after re-

maining in that deplorable flate two days, he was executed, by being

Ilrangled with a rope.

As fome of the gentlemen intended to accompany Mr. Menzics on an

excurfion into the interior part of the country, ihcx were, agreeably to

nmrfdayiG; ouf plan of regulations, attended by a chief of the village of Kakooa

w th (everal of the king's people, who had directions to fupply all th.eir

wants, and to afford them every aflillance and fervicc that they might

require.

The harmony that had attended the execution of all our employments

had fo facilitated the equipment of the veflels, that, by the following

Tucfdayri. tuefday, the bufinefs in the Difcovery's hold was in that (late of forward-

nefs as to permit our attending to other objects. The aftronomical de-

partment claimed my firft thoughts; and being of fuch material import-

ance, I was anxious to lofe no time in fending the tents, obfervatorv,

and inftruments, on fhore, now that a party could be afforded for their

protection. On this occafion I was furprized to find the king make fome

objedions
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objcclioti ; to tluMr I)(*ii!g crcttefl in tlicii- fornur fituation. noar the nionn;

<ri\'iiig us as ;i ro.iinn, that lie could not lanHion our inlia!)iiini| tlie tabooed

lands, iliout prcvioiifly obtaining the pcrrniirion of nn old woman,

who, wo undfidand. was the di.n^hter of the venerable A'-t?*?, and wife

to the treacherous Koah* Being totally unacfjuainKil before, that

the women ever podefied the lead authority over their confecrnted pla-

ces, or religious ceremonies, this circumilancc much lurprizcd me,

erpcciallv as the king fecmcd to be apprchcnfive o( receiving a relufal

from this old lady; and which, after waiting on ftiorc lor fome time,

proved to be the cale. Tamaahmaah obferving my dir.i[)j)ointment, in-

treated me to fix upon fome other part of the bay; but as it was caftly

made obvious to his underftanding that no other fj)ot would be equally con-

venient, he inftantly aflembled fome of the principal priells of the morai,

ami after having a fcrious conference with them, he acquainted me, that

we were at liberty to occupy the confecrated ground as formerly, which

we accordingly took poffellion of the next morning.

Mr. \V'hidbev, who had charge of the encampment, attended it ou

fhore under a guard of fix marines ; thefe were fent, however, more

for the fake of form than for necelTity; as Tamaahmaah had appointed

one of his iialf brotliers, Trywhookce, a chief of fome confequcnce, to-

gether \vith feveral of the prierts, to proteft, and render the party on

fhore every fervice their fituation might demand. To tliis fpot, as on

our former vifit, none were admitted but thofe of the fociety of priefts,

the prmcipal chiefs, and fome few of their male attendants ; no women,

on any pretence whatever, being ever admitted within the facred limits

of tl;e morai.

1 he unfortunate fon of Knhorcmoton had been brought by his father

from one of liis principal places of refidence, about fix miles north

of the bay where the unfortunate accident happened, to the village of

Kowrowa, in order to benefit by fiich medical or other alfdlance as we
might be able to afford, but without effecl ; for in the afternoon he

breathed his laft.

The periodical taboo, that ought to have commenced the followino-

evening, was, on this occafion, fufpended, to manifefl diat they were

offended
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l.uni.il \ .

• V\il- Can-
tain Kind's

Cook's

dcjtli.

«.t



14 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

Hi

I

i:-:

'791' offended with their deity for the death of this younff chief; whofe lofs
January. '

.

t^—,—; feemed to be greatly deplored by all the family, but moft particularly

Tlmiiday23. fo by Kohozcmotoo ; of whom I took a proper opportunity of inquiring

when the corpfe would be interred, and if there would be any objcttion

to my attending the funeral folemnities. To this he made anfwor, that

the burial would take place the day following, and that he would come

on board at any convenient hour, and accompany me on fliore for that,

purpofe.

I remained perfeflly fatisfied with the promifc made by Kahowmotoo ;

Fr.Jay 24. and was the next morning greatly difappointed on his informing me, that

Kavaheero, the chief of the village at which his fon had died, had, in

the courfe of the night, unknown to him or any of his family, caufed

, the body of the young chief to be interred in one of the fcpulchral holes

of the ftecp hill, forming the north fide of the bay. This circumftance

could not but be received as an additional proof of their averfion to our

becoming acquainted with their religious rites, and their determination to

prevent our attendance on any of their facrcd formalities.

s 'nrdty 25, The party accompanying Mr. JMenzies returned with him on faturday,

after having had a very pleafant excurfion, though it had been fome-

what fatiguing in confequence of the badnefs of tlie paths in the inte-

: rior country, where in many places the ground broke in under their feet.

. Their objcft had been to gain the fummit of Mowna Roa, which they

> had not been able to effeft in the direction they had attempted it; but

they had reached the top of another mountain, which though not fo lofty

as Mowna-rowna, or Mowna-kaah, is yet very confpicuous, and is called

by the natives Worroray. This mountain rifes from the weftern extre-

raity of the ifland, and on its fummit was a volcanic crater that readily

accounted for the formation of that part of the country over which the)'

had found it fo dangerous to travel. The good offices of their Indian

guide and fervants received a liberal reward, to which they were highly

/ intitled bv their friendly and orderly behaviour.

The whole of the retinue that had attended Tamaahmaah from Ahee-

doo, with the addition of forne new vifitors, lived intirely on board the

fliip, and felt themfelves not only perfeCUy at home, but very advan-

* tagcoufly
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tageoufly (ituated, in being enabled to puichafe fiich commodities of

their own produce or manufafture which were brought to us for falc, as

attra6led their attention, with the prefents which they received from

time to time. Notwithftanding this indulgence, M-liich I thought coidd

not have failed to keep them honefl, fuch is their irrcfillible propenfity

to thieving, that five of my table knives were miffing. The whole par-

ty floutly denied having any knowledge of the theft ; hut as it was evident

the knives were ftolen by fome of them, I ordered diem all, except die

king, inflandy to quit the fhip, and gave pofitive direftions that no one

of them fliould be re-admitted. Befide this, I deemed it expedient to

make a point with Tamaahmaah that the knives (hould be reftored. tic

faw the propriety of my infilling on this demand, and before noon three

of the knives were returned.

The taboo, which had been poftponed in confequence of Whokaa's

death, was obferved this evening, though not without holding out a fen-

timent of refentment to their deity for having fuffered him to die ; for

infteadof its continuing the ufual time of two nights and one whole day,

this was only to be in force from fun-fet to the rifing of the fijn the fol-

lowing morning ; which th.e king having obferved, returned to us as foon Sunday a&.

as the ceremonies were finidied.

Being very much difpleafed with the ungrateful behaviour of his at-

tendants, 1 demanded of Tamaakmaah, in a ferious tone, the two knives

that had not yet been refl^red. I expatiated on the difgrace that at-

tached to every individual of die whole party, and the confequence of

the example to all tlie fubordinate claffes of his people. He appeared

to be much chagrined, and to fuffer a high degree of mortification at the

very unhandfome manner in which I had been treated ; this was ftill fur-

ther increafed, by one of his moft particular favorites having been charged,

and on juft grounds, as one of the delinquents.

About noon he went on (hore, in a very fullen humour, and did not

return until I had fent for him in the evening, which fummons he

very readily obeyed ; and foon another knife was returned, which he de-

clared was the only one he had been able to find, and that if any more
were yet miffing, they muft have been loft by fome other means. The

I truth,
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truth, as \vc afterwards underflood, was that the knife had been given,

by the purloiner, to a perfon ol' much confcquencc, over whom Tamaak-

maah did not wi!h to enforce his audiority.

Thcfe, knives had not been (lolen, as might be naturally imagined, for

tlicir value a:; iron inlhninents, but for the lake of their ivory handles.

Thefe were intended 10 have been coi;verted into certain neck ornaments,

that are confidered as facred and invaluable, 'i'hv. bones of foine fifh are,

with great labour, appropriated to this purpofc ; bui tl.c . M-Jur and tex-

ture of the ivory furpalTuig, in {o eminent a degree, tiie ;^u.. r ordii ^ry

material, the temj)tation was too great tf) be rehfled.

Under the particular circumlbnees, which we underflood attended the

mining knife, I readily put up with its lofs ; becaufe, in fo doing, I was

relieved of the inconvenience wli.ch a number of noify and troubleforne

vifitors liad occafioncd. Thefe, however, paid dearly for their diiilone{l^'.

in being abridged the great fourcc of wealth which they had enjoyed on

board, and which had enabled them to procure many valuable commodities

of their own country, at the ex pence of afking only for fuch of our Euro-

pean articles as the feller demanded.

Our bulinefs in the hold being fmilhed, the feamen were employed

in a thorough ex;imination of all the rigging ; and although this was the

firfl time, with relpeci to the lower riggmg, that an examination had taken

place hncc the (hip was connnilhoned, we had the fatislaction of finding

it in much better condition than, from the trials it had endured, we

could reafonabiy have expe61ed.

Since the deadi of Wlwkcui, Kahowvwtoo had not paid the leafl atten-

tion to tin; Owhyhean taboos ; but as fimilar interdictions were to take

lucWay 28. place on the -/Hth, on the ifland of Mowee, thcfe he punctually ob-

lerved; and on the following day Taviaahmaah alio was again thus re-

iigioudv eng-iged: but as there were no pra)'ers on this da)-, the people

at large leemed to be under little reRri(?l.ion.

On thurlday we were favored with the company of Terree-ni\-tee,

Crymamakoo, Tianna, and fome other chiefs, (rom the dillant parts of die

illand.

Their arri\cil had been in confequence of a fummons i'roin die king,

who had called the grand council of the illand, on the fubjeh of its cel-

fion
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(ion to the crown of Great Britain, which was unanimoufly defircd.

This important bufinefs, however, for which their attendance had

been demanded, appeared to be of fecondar/ confideration to ail of

them ; and the happinefs they exprefled on our return, together with

their cordial behaviour, proved, beyond difpute, that our arrival at

Ovvhyhce was the objeft moll conducive to the picafure of their jour-

ney. Even Tianna condu6ted himfelf with an unufuai degree of good

humour; but as neither he, nor his brother Nomatahah, from their

turbulent, treacherous, and ungrateful difpofitions, were favorites

amongR us, his humility, on this occafion, obtained him only the reputa-

tion of poflening a very fuperior degree of art and duplicity. But as the

principal objeft I had in view was to preferve the good underflanding

that had been eflablifhed between us, and, if poffible, to fecure it on a

permanent bafis, for the benefit of thofe who might fucceed us at thefe

iflands, I waved all retrofpe6live confiderations, and treated Tianna with

every mark of attention, to which his rank, as one of the fix provin-

cial chiefs, intitled him, and with which, on all occafions, he appeared

to be highly gratified.

Thefe chiefs brought intelligence, that a quantity of timber which

had been fent for at my requeft, wa;; on its way hither ; it had been cut

down under the diredlions of an Enghfhman, whofe name was Boid, for-

merly the mate of the floop Wafhington, but who had relinquifhed that

way of life, and had entered into the fervice of Tamaahmaah. He ap-

peared in the charafter of a (hipwright, and had undertaken to build,

with thefe materials, a veficl for the king, after the European falhion ;

but not having been regularly brought up to this bufinefs, both himfelf

and his comrades. Young and Davis, were fearful of encountering too

many difficulties ; efpecially as they were all much at a lofs in the firfl out-

fet, that of laying down the keel, and properly letting up the frame ;

but could they be righdy afiilled in thefe primary operations, Boid
(who had the appearance of being very indullrious and ingenious) feem-

ed to entertain no doubt of accomplifhing the red of their underta-

king.

VoL.m. D This
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
This afforded me an opportunity of Conferring on Tamaahmaah a fa-

vor that he valued far beyond every other obligation in my power to

beftow, by permitting our carpenters to begin the veffel ; from whofe

example, and the affiftance of thefe three engineers, he was in hopes that

his people would hereafter be able to build boats and fmall veffcls for

themfelves.

An ambition fo truly laudable, in one to whofe hofpitality and friend-

fhip we had been fo highly indebted, and whofe good offices were daily

adminiftcring in fome way or other to our comfort, it was a grateful talk

to cherifh and promote ; and as our carpenters had finilhed the re-equip-

ment of the veffels, on the ifl of february they laid down the keel, and

began to prepare the frame ^\•ork of His Owh)'hcan Majefly's firft man
of war. The length of its keel was thirty-fix feet, the extreme breadth

of the veffel nine feet and a quarter, and the depth of her hold about five

feet ; her name was to be The Britannia, and was intended as a proteftion

to the royal perfon of Tamaahmaah ; and I believe few circumflances in

liis life ever afforded him more folid fatisfaftion.

It v\MS not very likely that our flay would be fo protrafted, as to al-

low our artificers to finifh tlie work they had begun, nor did the king

Icem to expeft I fhould defer my departure hence for that purpofe ; but

confided in the afl'ertion of Boid, that, with the affillance we Ihould af-

ford him, he would be able to complete the veffel.

In the evening a very flricl taboo commenced ; it was called The taboo

cf the Hahcoo, and appertains to the taking of two particular kinds of

fiQi ; one of which, amongd thefe iflandcrs, bears that name ; thcfc are

not lawful to be taken at the fame time, for during thofe months that

the one is permitted to be caught tlie other is prohibited. The)' are

very punftual in the obfervance of this anniverfary, which is, exclu-

fivcly of their days, months, and year, an additional means of dividing

llieir time, or, perhaps, properly fpeaking, their feafons. The conti-

nuance of this interdicHon ought to have extended to ten days ; but as

it is the prerogative of the king to fliorten its duration in anv one

particular dIRrid, he dircflcd on our account that ir the diflrift of

il
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Akoiia it (hould ceafe witli the men on the morning of the 4th, and with

the women on the day following.

Moll of our effential bufinefs was nearly brought to a conclufion by

the 6th, and our remaining here for the accomplifhment of what yet re- ihuiriv, f^,

muined to be done, M'as no longer an objefl of abfolute ncce(hty ; yet

I was induced to prolong our Hay in this comfortable fituation for two

rcafons ; full, becaufe the plan of operations I intended to purine, in the

profeeution o( the remaining part of our lur\ey on tlie coaft oi Xorth-

Welt America, did not require our repairing iminediately to the north-

ward ; and fecondly, becaufe our former experience amcmgfl the other

illands had proved, that there was no prolpctt of obtaining that abundant

fupply of refreflnnents which Owh)hec afforded, even at the expence of

arms and amnianition ; articles that humanity and policy had uniformly

dictated me to with-hold, not only from thcfe iflanders, but from every

tribe of Indians with whom we had any concern.

The completion of our furvey of thele iflands required flill the exami-

nation of the north fides of Mowee, Woahoo, and Attowai ; and rc-

fer\ ing fufficient time for that purpofe, I determined to fpend here the

rell I had to fpare, before we fliould proceed to the American coaft.

This afforded an opportunity to Mr. Men/.ics and Mr. Baker, accom-

panied by fome others of die gentlemen, to make another excurfion in-

to the countr\' for the purpofe of afcending Mowna Roa, which now
appeared to be a tafk that was likely to be accompliflied ; as we had under-

llood from the natives, that the attempt would be lefs dilficiik from the

Ibuth point of the ifland than from any other direction. For this pur-

pofe the party, furniflicd by Tdtnaahmaah with a large double canoe,

and a fudicient number of people, under the orders of a Heady careful

chief, fat out, in the confidence of receiving e\ery affiftance and atten-

tion that could be neceffary to render the expedition interefling and

agreeable.

The Da;dalus being, in all refpe61s, ready to di part for port Jackfon,

Lieutenant Hanfon on the 8th received liis orders from me for that pur-

pofe, together with a copy of our furvey of the coaft of New Albion,

D 2 fouihward
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fouthward from Monterrey; and fuch difpatches for government as I

thouglit proper to tranfmit by this conveyance, to the care of the com-

manding oi?cer at that port.

Some plants of the bread fruit were alfo put on board, in order that

Mr. Hanfon, in his way to New South Wales, fhould endeavour, in the

event of his vifiting Norfolk ifland, to introduce there that raoft valuable

produ6lion of the vegetable kingdom.

1^
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Sequel of tranfaSlions at Karakakooa—Cejffion of the ijland of Owhyhe-

AJlronomical and nautical obfervations.
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February.

J
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W H I L S T the re-equipment of the veflels was going forward in this

hofpitable port, I had remained chiefly on board ; but having now Httle

to attend to there, on funday I took up my abode at the encampment, Sunday 9

highly to the fatisfaftion of the king ; who, for the purpofe of obtain-

ing fuch knowledge as might hereafter enable him to follow the example

of our artificers, had paid the ftrifteft attention to all their proceedings in

the conftru6lion of the Britannia. This had latterlyTo much engaged him,

that we had been favored with little of his company on board the veffels ;

yet I had the fatisfaftion of reflefting, that his having been occafionally

with us, and conftantly in our neighbourhood, had been the means of

reftraining the ill-difpofed, and of encouraging the very orderly and

friendly behaviour that we had experienced from the inhabitants with-

out the lead interruption whatever. An uniform zeal direfted the con-

duft of every Indian, in the performance of fuch offices of kindnefs as

we appeared to fland in need of, or which they confidered would be ac-

ceptable ; thefe were executed with fuch promptitude and cheerfulnefs,

as to indicate that they confidered their labours amply repaid by our ac-

ceptance of their fervices -, yet I trufl: they were better rewarded than if

they had afted on more interefted principles.

Our reception and entertainment here by thefe unlettered people,

who in general have been dillinguifhed by the appellation of favages. was'

fuch ^s, I believe, is feldom equalled by the nioft civilized nations of

Eurc.pe.
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EM'opc, and made mt; no longer regret the inhofpitality we had met with

ai St. Francil'co and Monterrey. The temporary ufe that we wifhcd to

make of a lew yards of the Anieriean fliorc, for our own convenience

and for tlie promotion of fcience, was notliere, as in New Albion, granted

with reflrictions that precluded our acceptance of the favor we folicited;

on the contrary, immediately on our arrival an ample fpace, protetled

by the moll liicred laws of the country, was appropriated to our fcrvice ;

whilR thole of our fmall community whofc inclinations led tliem into

the interior parts of the ifland, either for recreation, or to examine its

natural produtlions, foimd tlicir defires met and encouraged by the kind

Rlhdance of Tamanhmaah, and their feveral purfuits rendered iiighly en-

tertaining and agreciible, by the fricndfliip and hofpitality which was

flicvvn them at every houfc in the courfe of their excurfior.s.

A conduct fo difinterelledly noble, and uniformly obferved by fo un-

tutored a race, will not fail to excite a certain degree of regret, that

the firft focial principles, teaching mutual fupport and univcrfal bene-

volence, Ihoidd fo frequently, amongfl; civili/ed people, be facrificed to

fufpicion, jealoufy, and diflrud. Thefe lentiments had undoubtedly

very flrongly operated againll us on a recent occafion; but had the gen-

tleman, to whofe alhflance we a|)pealed, but rightly confidcrcd our pecu-

liar fituation, he mud have been convinced ti.cre could not have exifteda

necelhty for the unkind treatment he was plealed to offer to our little

fquadron; and he would have fpared me at this moment the unwelcome

talk of making this comparifon, by which the world will perceive what

I nmll have felt upon that occafion.

A very ftrift taboo was on this day to be enforced over all the ifland,

and required that the refpeftive chiefs fhould retire to their own eflates,

for the purpofe of rigidly obferving the attendant folemnities; which

were to continue two nights and one day. In the event of the omen's

proving favorable, the chiefs would be permitted to eat of fuch pork as

they might think proper to confecrate on this occafion: and high ^oor>',

that is, grand prayers would be performed; but fhould the omens be

otherwife, the rites were indautly to be fufpended.

X I had
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I had frequently exprefTed to Tamaahmaah a (Icfirc of l)rii! - -t-^ lint o-y

fome of thefc occafions; and he now informed me, that he had obtained

for me the confent of the priefls, provided I would, during; the continu-

ance of the intcrdiftion, attend to all the reftriftions whicli their religion

demanded.

Having readily promifed to comply with this condition, I was with

fome degree of formality vifited by feveral of the principals of their re-

ligious order, one of whom was diflinguifhed by the appellation of

Eakooa, no Tamaahmaah; meaning the god of Tamaahmaah. This

prieft had been one of our frequent attendants, noiwithflanding which,

he was, on this occafion, detefted in dealing a knife; for which offence he

was immediately difmiflbd from our party, and excluded from the prc-

cinfts of our encampment.

The reflraints impofed confifted chiefly in four particulars ; firft, a total

feclufion from the company of the women ; fecondly, partaking of no

food but fuch as was previouOy confecrated; tliirdly, being confined to

the land, and not being afloat, or wet with fea water ; and fourthly, not

recci\ ing, or even touching, the mofl trivial article from any one, who
had not attended the ceremonies at the morai.

Thcfe reft^ri6lions were confidered necelfary to be obrcr\cd by the

whole of our party refident on fliore; and about fun-fet we attended ihe

fummons of the king at the morai, who was there officiating as high priefl:,

attended by fome of the principal refidents of their religious orders,

chanting an invocation to the fctting fun. This was the coinmence-

nieiit of thefe fiicred rites : but as I propofe to treat this fubjeft more
fully on a future occafion, I fhall for the prefent poftpone the detail of

my obfervations, and briefly flate, that their pra^'ers feemed to have

fome regularity and form, and that they did not omit to prav for the

weliiire of His Britannic Majcfly, and our fafe and hajjpy return to our

native country. A certain degree of order was perceptible through-

out thefe ceremonies, accompanied by many fuperflitious and mvfte-

tious formalities; amongfl: which, a very principal one was performed

about the dawn of day. At this time the mod profound filencc was

required of every creature within hearing of this facred jjlaee. 'I'he
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king then repeated a prayer in a low tone of voice with the greatcft fo-

lemnity, and in the middle of it he took up a live pig tied by thr Irgs,

and with one effort dalhed it to death againft. the ground : an operation

which mull be performed without the fmalleft interruption or cry from

the viflim, or without the prevailing filence being broken by any noile

whatfoever, though of the moll trivial kind. This part of the fervice is

fuppofed to announce their being on terms of friendlhip with the gods,

on which the further ceremonies were carried into execution. A num-

ber of hogs, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, w^re then confecratcd for tlie

principal chiefs and priefts ; the more common produftions, fuch as

fifh, turtle, fowls, dogs, and the feveral efculent roots, that compofe

their food during the intervals betM-een thefe more facred taboo's, were

not now ferved up, but for the fir ft time fince our arrival, they fared

fumptuoufly on thofe more delicious articles. The intermediate day

Thurfdayi3. and the fecond night v/ere pafled in prayer, during which we found no

difficulty in complying with the prefcribed regulations; and foon after

the fun arofe on the 14th, we were abfolved from any further attention

to their facred injun6lions.

Moft of our Indian friends returned to our party the following day

;

and as we all now fed alike on confecrated pork, they were enabled to

be infinitely more fociable. Our mode of cookery was generally preferred,

as far as related to the drefTmg of fifli, flelli, or fowls ; but with refped to

roots and the bread fruit, they certainly preferved a fuperiority.

Tahoxmnotoo was amongfl the moft conftant of our guefts; but his

daughter, the difgraced queen, feldom vifited our fide of the bay. I

was however not ignorant of her anxious defire for a reconciliation with

Tamaah'maah ; nor was the fame wifh to be mifunderftood in the con-

du6l and behaviour of the king, in whofe good opinion and confidence

I had now acquired fuch a predominancy, that I became acquainted

with his moft fecret inclinations and apprehenfions.

His unfhaken attachment and unaltered affe6lion for Tahowmannoo, was

confefTed \^rith a fort of internal felf conviftion of her innocence. He
acknowledged with great candour, that his own conduct had not been

exaftly fuch as warranted his having infifted upon a feparation from his

3 queen

;
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queen; that although it could not authorize, it in fome meafure pleaded

in excufc for, her infidelity ; and, for his own, he alledged, that his high

rank and fupremc authority was a fort of licence for fuch indulgences.

An accommodation, which I confidered to be mutually widicd by both

parties, was urged in the flrongcfl terms by the queen's relations. To
effeci; this defirable purpofe, my interference was frequently folicited by

them ; and, as it concurred with my own inclination, I refolved on em-

bracing the firfl; favorable opportunity to ufe my bell endeavours lor

bringing a reconciliation about. For although, on our former vilir, 7a-

Iwwmannoo had been regarded with the moll favorable imprelTions, ^ct,

whether from her dillrelfes, or becaufe Ihe had really improved in her

perfonal accomplilhments, I will not take upon me to detemiinc, but

certain it is, that one, or both of thefe circuindances united, had fo far

prepolFclTed us all in her favor, and no one more fo tha^ nnfelf, that

it had been long the general wifli to fee her exalted again to her for-

mer dignities. This defire was probably not a little heightened by the

regard we entertained for the happinefs and repofe of our noble and

generous friend Tamaah'.iaah ; who was likely to be materially affetteu

nut only in his domellic comforts, but in his political fituation, by re-

ceiving again and reinllating his conft>rt in her former rank and conle-

quence.

I was convinced, beyond all doubt, that there were two or three

of the moft confiderable chiefs of the illand, whofe ambitious views

were inimical to the interells and authority of Tamaahmaali ; and it was

much to be apprehended, hat if the earnell folicitations of the queen's

lather (whofe condition and importance was next in confequence to that

of the king) fliould continue to be rcjeftcd, there could be little doubt of

his adding great llrength and influence to the difcontented and turbulent

chiefs, M'hich would operate highly to the prejudice, il' not totally to the

deftruiition, o^Tainaahviaah^regvA power; efpecially as the adverfe party

(Itemed to form a conllant oppolition, confifUng of a minority by no

means to be defpifed by the executive power, and which appeared to be

a principal conftituent part of the Owhyhean politics.

Vol. HI. e' For
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For tliefe fubftantial reafons, whenever he was difpofed to Hflen to lucb

dilcourfe, I did not crafe to urge the importance and neccflity of his adopt-

ing meafures fo '^ighiy eflential to his happinefs as a man, and to his pow-

er, intereft, and authority as the fupreme chief of the ifland. All this he

candidly acknowledged ; but his pride threw impediments in the way of a

reconcihaiicn which were hard to be removed. He would not of himfelf

become the immediate agent ; and although he confidered it important

that the negociation fhould be condutled by fome one of the principal

chiefs in his fullefl; confidence, yet, to folicit their good offices after

having rejefled their former overtures with difdain, was equally hard to

reconcile to his feelings. I flood nearly in the fame fituation with his

favorite friends ; but being thoroughly convinced of the fincerity of

his wiflies, I fpared him the mortification of foliciting the offices he

had reje6led, by again profl'ering my fervices. To this he inftantly con-

fented, and obferved that no propofal could have met his mind fo

completely ; fince, by effi:"6ling a reconciliation through my friendfhip,

no umbrage could be taken at his having declined the fcveral offers

of his countrymen, by any of the individuals ; whereas, had this objc6l

been accomplifhed by any one of the chiefs, it would probably have

occafioned jealoufy and difcontent in the minds of the others.

All, however, was not yet complete ; the apprehenfion that fome

conceffion might be fuggefted, or expefted on his part, preponderated

againfl: every other conlideration ; and he would on no account con-

fent, that it fliould appear that he had been privy to the bufincfs, or

that it had been by his defire that a negociation had been undertaken

for this happy purpofe, but that the whole fhould have the appearance

of being purely the refult of accident.

To this end it was determined, that I ffiould invite the queen, with

feveral of her relations and friends, on board the Difcovery, for the pur-

pofe of prefenting them with fome trivial matters, as tokens of my friend-

ffiip and regard; and that, whilfl thus employed, our convcrfation fliould

be direftcd to afcertain, whether an accommodation was fbll an ohjeft

dcfired. That on this appearing to be the general wifli, Tamauhmnah

1 would
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would inftantly repair on board in a Jiafty manner, as if he had fome-

thing extraordinary to communicate; that I (hould appear to rejoice at

this accidental meeting, and by inftantly uniting their hands, bring the

reconciliation to paCs without the Icaft difcuftion or explanation on ei-

ther fide. But from his extreme folicitude left he fliould in any degree be

furpc61cd of being concerned in this previous arrangement, a dilhculty

arofc how to make him ac(|uaintcd with the refult of the propofed con-

vcrfation on board, wliich could not be permitted by a verbal meftagc
,

at length after fome thought he took up two pieces of paper, and of his

own accord made certain marks with a pencil (m each of them, and then

deli\ ered them to me. The dift'crence of thcfe marks he could well re-

colkcl ; the one was to indicate, that the refult of my inquiries was agree-

able to his wifties, and the other that it was the contrary. In the

event of mv making ufe of the former, he propofed that it fliould not be

fent on ftiore fecretly, but in an open and declared manner, and by way

of a joke, as a prcfent to his Qwhyhean majefty. The natural gaiety of

difpofuion which generally prevails amongft thefe iflanders, would render

this fuppoRd difappointment of the king a fubjeft for mirth, would in

llnrtc degree prepare the company for his vifit, and completely do away

every idea of its being the effecl of a preconcerted meafure.

This plan was accordingly carried into execution on the following

monday. Whilft the queen and her party, totally ignorant of the contri-

vance, were receiving the compliments I had intended them, their good

humour and pleafantry were infinitely heightened by the jeft I propofed to

pafs upon the king, in fending him a piece of paper only, carefully

wrapped up in fome cloth of their own manufaflure, accompanied by a

inediige: imporiing, that as I was then in the a6l of diftributing favors

to my Owhyhean friends, I had not been unmindful of his majefty.

Tamaahmaa'i no fooncr received the fummons, than he hallened on
board, and with his ufual vivacity exclaimed before he made his ap-

pearance, that he was come to thank me for the prcfent I had fent

him, and for my goodnefs in not having forgotten him on this occa-

fion. This was heard by every one in the cabin before he entered; and

E. 2 all
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all Teemed to enjoy the joke except the poor queen, who appeared to be

much agitated at the idea of being again in his prefence. The inftant

that lie faw her his countenance exprefFed great furpnze, he became im-

mediately filent, and attempted to retire ; but having polled myfelf for

the efpecial purpofe of preventing his departure, I caught liis hand, and

joining it with the queen's, their reconciliation was inflantly completed.

This was fully demonflrated, not only by the tears that involuntarily

ftole down the cheeks of both as they embraced each other, and mutu-

ally expreffed the fatislaclion they experienced ; but by the behaviour

of every individual prefent, whofe feelings on the occafion were not to

be repreffed ; whilft their fenfibility teftified the happinefs which this ap-

parently fortuitous event had produced.

A fliort paufe produced by an event fo unexpefted, was fucceeded

by the fort of good humour that fuch a happy circumftance would

naturally infpii'e; the converfation foon became general, cheerful, and

lively, in which the artifice imagined to have been impofed upon the

king bore no fmall (hare. A little refreflimcnt from a few glalTes of wine,

concluded the fcene of this fuccefsful meeting.

After the queen had acknowledged in the mod grateful terms the

weighty obligations (he felt for my fervices on this occafion, I was fur-

prized by her faying, jufl as we were all preparing to go on fliore, that

flie had ftill a very great favor to requeft; which was, that I fhould

obtain from Tamaahmaah a folemn promife, that on her return to his

habitation he would not beat her. The great cordiality with which the

reconciliation had taken place, and the happinefs that each of dicm had

continued to exprefs in confequenco of it, led me at firfl to confider

this intreaty of the queen's as a matter of jefl only ; but in this I was

miftaken, for notwithftanding that Tamaahmaah readily complied with

my folicitation, and aflured me nothing of the kind fliould take place,

yet Tahoxcrtiannoo would not be fatisfied without my accompanying them

home to the royal rcfidence, where I had the pleafure of feeing her re-

ftored to all her former honours, and privileges, highly to the fatisfaftion

of all 1 he king's friends; but to the utter mortification of thofe, who, by

their

I
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their fcandalous reports and mifreprefentations, had beea the caufe of

the unfortunate feparation.

The domeftic affairs of Tamaahmaah having thus taken fo happy a

turn, his mind was more at hberty for political confiderations ; and the

ceflion of Owhyhee to His Britannic Majefty became now an objeft of

his ferious concern. On my former vifit it had been frequently men-

tioned, but was at that time difapproved of by Come of the leading

chiefs ; who contended, that they ought not voluntarily to furrendcr

themfelves, or acknowledge their fubjeclion, to the government of a

fuperior foreign power, without being completely convinced that fuch

power would protetl them againft the ambitious views of remote or

neighbouring enemies. During our abfence this fubjeft had been mod
ferioufly difcufled by the chiefs in the ifland, and the refult of their de-

liberations was, an unanimous opinion, that, in order to obtain the pro-

te6lion required, it was important that Tamaahmaah fliould make the

furrender in queftion, formally to me, on the part of His Majefly ; that

he fhould acknowledge himfelf and people as fubje6k of the Britilh

crown ; and that they (hould fupplicate tliat power to guard thera againft

any future moleltation.

To this a6l they were greatly ftimulated by the treatment they Iiatl

received from various flrangers, by whom they had been lately vifited.

Of fome of thefe I was well pcrfuaded they had had too juR caufe to

complain
; particularly in the fraudulent and deceitful manner in which

the traffic with the natives had been conduced.

In many inftances, no compenflxtion whatever had been given by thefe

civilized \\^\iox$, after having been fully fupplied, on promife of making

an ample return, with the feveral refrefhments of the very beft quality the

country afforded. At other times they had impofed upon the inhabi-

tants, by paying them in commodities of no fervice or value, thougli

their defefts were indcteftable by the examination of the natives. This was

more particularly the cafe in thofe arucles which they were molt eager

to obtain, and mofl defirous to poffefs, namely, arms and ammunition \.

which chiefly compofed the merchandize of the North-Weft American

adventurers.

Tcl)]
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adventurers. Mu diets and piflols were thus exchanged that burft on

being discharged tlic firft time, though with the proper loading. To
augment the quantity of gunpowder which was fold, it was mixed with

an equal, if not a larger, proportion of pounded lea or char-roal. Se-

veral of thefe fire-arms, and fome of the powder, were produced for my
infpec-lion in this fhameful Hate, and with the hope that I was able to

aHbrd them redrefs.

Many very bad accidents had happened by the burlling of thefe fire-

arms ; one inftance in particular came within our knowledge a few days

after our arrival. A very fine aftive young chief had lately purchafed

a mufket, and on his trying its effeft, with a common charge of

powder, it burft; and he not only loft fome of the joints of his fingers

on the left hand, but his right arm below the elbow, was otherways fo

dangeroufly wounded, that, had it not been for the timely aftiftance

aftbrded him by fome of our gentlemen of the faculty, his life would have

been in imminent danger.

The putting fire-arms into the hands of uncivilized people, is at

beft very bad policy ; but when they are given in an imperfeft and in-

fulticient condition for a valuable confideration, it is not only infamouf-

!y fraudulent, but barbarous and inhuman. Notwithftanding which,

ftiould thefe inhabitants refort to meafures of revenge for the injuries

thus fuftained, they would be immediately ftigmatized with the epi-

thets of favages and barbarians, by the very people who had been the

original caufe of the violence they might think themfelves juftified in

comm ting.

Under a conviftion of the importance of thefe iflands to Great Britain,

in the event ofan extenfion of her commerce over the pacific ocean, and in

return for the eftential fervices we had derived from the excellent pro-

dutlions of the country, and the ready aftiftance of its inhabitants, I loft

no opportunity for encouraging their friendly difpofitions towards us;

iiotwithllanding the dilappointments they had met from the traders, for

whofe conduct I could invent no apology ; endeavouring to imprefs them

wiih the idea, that, on fubmitting to the authority and proteftion of a

i'uperior



ROUND THE WORLD.

us;

for

them

of a

jerior

iuperior power, they might realbnably expecl they would in future be

lefs Hable to fuch abufes.

The long continued pra6lice of all civilized nations, of claiming the

fovereignty and territorial right of newly difcovcrcd countries, had here-

tofore been a/Tumed in confequence only of priority of feeing, or of vi-

fiting fuch parts of the earth as were unknown before ; but in the cafe of

Nootka a material alteration had taken place, and great (h efs had been

laid on the ceflion that Maquinna was ftated to have made of the village

and friendly cove to Sen'- Martinez. Notwithftanding that on the

principles of the ufage above ftated, no difpute could have arifen as to

the priority of claim that England had to the Sandwich iflands
; yet I

confidered, that the voluntary refignation of thefe territories, by the

formal furrender of the king and the people to the power and authority

of Great Baitain, might probably be the means of eflablifhing an incon-

trovertible right, and of preventing any altercation with other ilatcs

hereafter.

Under thefe imprelTions, and on a due confideration of all circum-

ftances, I felt it to be an incumbent duty to accept for the crown of

Great Britain the proffered ceffion; and I had therefore flipulated that

it fhould be made in the moft unequivocal and public manner.

For this purpofe all the principal chiefs had been fummoned from

the different parts of the ifland, and mofl of them had long fince ar-

rived in our neighbourhood. They had all become extremely well

fatisfied with the treatment they had received from us; and were high-

ly fenfible of the advantages they derived from our introducing amongfl

them only fuch things as were inflrumental to their comfort, inftead

of warlike ftores and implements, which only contributed to flrength-

en the animofities that exifted between one ifland and anothe*- '.nd

enabled the turbulent and ambitious chiefs to become formidable to

the ruling power. They feemed in a great meafure to comprehend

the nature of our employment, and made very proper diflinrtions be-

tween our little fquadron, and the trading vcffels by which tlicy had

been fo frequently vifited ; that thefe were engaged in puilu'i.s for

the private emolument of the individuals concerned, wlulll thofe un-

d.r
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(ler my command a6led under the authority of a benevolent monarch,

whole chief obje61: in fending us amongll them was to render them

more peaceable in their iiitercourfe with each other ; to furnifh them

with fuch things as could contribute to make tliem a happier people

;

and to atford them an opportunity of becoming more refpe6lable in the

eves of foreign vilitors.

Thefe ideas at the fame time naturally fiiggcRed to them the belief, that

it might be in my power to leave the Chatham at Owhyhee for their

future prote6lion; but on being informed that no fuch meafure could

polTibly be adopted on the prefent occafion, they feemed content to wait

with patience, in the expeftation that fuch attention and regard might

hereafter be Ihewn unto them ; and in the full confidence that, according

to my promife, I would reprefent their fituation and condu61 in the

moil faithful manner, and in the true point of view that every circum-

ftance had appeared to us.

Thefe people had already become acquainted viui four commercial

nations of the civilized world ; and had been given to underftand, that

feveral others fimilar in knowledge and in power exifted in thofe diftant

regions from whence thefe had come. This information, as may rea-

fonably be expefted, fuggefted the apprehenfion, that the period was

not very remote when they might be compelled to fubmit to the autho-

rity of fome one of thefe fuperior powers; and under that impreflion,

they did not hefitate to prefer the Englilh, who had been their firft and

conftant vifitors.

The formal furrender of the ifland had been delayed in confequence

of the abfenceof two principal chiefs. Commanozo, the chief of Aheedoo,

was not able to quit the government and proteftion of the northern and

eaflern parts of the country, though it had been fuppofed he might have

delegated his authority to fome one of lefs importance than himfelf ; but

after fome meflages had pafTed between this chief and Tamaahmaah, it

appeared that it had not been pofTible to difpenfe with his prefence in

thofe parts of the ifland.

The other abfentee was Tamdahmotoo, chief of Koarra, the perfon

tliat had captured the Fair American fchooner, and with whom I was

not
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not ambitious to have much acquaintance. Since that perfidious me-

lancholy tranfaftion, he had never ventured near any veflel that had vi-

fited thefe fliores ; this had been greatly to tlie prejudice of his intereft,

and had occafioned him inconceivable chagrin and mortification. Of
this he repeatedly complained to Tamaakmaah on our former vifit ; and

then, as now, folicited the king's good offices with me to obtain an in-

terview, and permiffion for his people to refort to the veflels, for the fake

of fharing in the fuperior advantages which our traffic afforded. But, to

fhew my utter abhorrence of his treacherous- charafter, and as a puniffi-

ment for his unpardonable cruelty to Mr, Metcalf and his crew, I had hi-

therto indignantly refufed every application that had been made in his fa-

vor. When, however, I came ierioufly to refle6l on all the circumftances

that had attended our reception and treatment at this idand, on our for-

mer vifit and on the prelent occafion; when I had reference to the

fituation and condition of thofe of our countrymen refident amongft

them ; and when I recollefted that my own counfel and advice had

always been direfted fo to operate on their hafty violent tempers, as to

induce them to fubdue their animofities, by exhorting them to a forgivenefs

of paft injuries, and proving to them how much their real happinefs de-

pended upon a ftri6l adherence to the rules of good fellowffiip towards

each other, and the laws of hofpitality towards all fuch ftrangers as

might vifit their ffiores, I was thoroughly convinced, that implacable

refentment, or unrelenting anger, exhibited in my own praflice,

would ill accord with the precepts I had endeavoured to inculcate for

the regulation of theirs ; and that the adoption of conciliatory meafures,

after having evinced, by a difcrimination of charafters, my averfion to

wicked or unworthy perfons, was moft confillent with my duty as a man,

and with the ftation I then filled.

In order therefore to ellabliffi more firmly, if poffible, the friendffiip

that had fo mutually taken place, and fo uninterruptedly fubfifled,

between us, I determined, by an a6t of oblivion in my own mind, to

efface all former injuries and offences. To this end, and to fhew

that my conduft was governed by the principles I profeffed, at the re-

VoL. III. F queft
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>/'—' who was reputed to be the firft perfon who had ftabbed Captain Cook,

• viaeqd and gave leave alfo to Pareea* to vifit the veflels ; who during the late

Vovacre""
^ contefts had been reduced from his former rank and fituation, and was

at this time refident on an eflate belonging to Kahowmotoo on the cafl-

ern part of the ifland, in a very low and abje61 condition.

Tamaahmotoo had already fuffered very materially in his intereft, and

had fenfibly felt the indignity offered to his pride, in being excluded

from our fociety, debarred the gratification of his curiolity, and the

high entertainment which his brethren had partaken at our tables, and

in our company. I gave Tamaahmaah to underfland, that thefe confi-

derations, in conjunftion with his repeated folicitations, had induced me
no longer to regard Tamaahmotoo as undeferving forgivenefs, and to al-

low of his paying us the compliments he had fo repeatedly requefled ;

provided that he would engage, in the mofl folemn manner, that neither

himfelf nor hij people (for he generally moved with a numerous train

of attendants) would behave in any manner fo as to difturb the fubfifting

harmony of our prefent fociety, nor conduft themfelves, in future, but

with a due regard to honefty, and the principles of hofpitality.

To thefe conditions I was given to underftand, Taviaahmotoo would

fubfcribe without a murmur ; and, on their being imparted to him, I

received in reply a mofl humble and fubmiffivc anfwcr, that he would

forfeit his own exiflence if any mifdemcanor, either on the part of

himfelf, or of any of his followers, fhould be committed. The diflritl

over which his authority regularly extended, was the next diftritl

immediately to the northward of us ; but his apprehenfions left we
fliould retaliate the injuries he had done to oiliers, had induced him

to retire to the eaflei n parts of Amakooa, as being the mofl remote

from our ftation. His progrefs towards Karakakooa, fince his vifit

had been permitted, had been very flow ; and as he had advanced-

he had frequently fent forward mcfl'engers, to inquire if I ftill conti-

nued the fame friendly difpofition towards him ; and to requeft that I

would return a renewal of my promiCcs, that he fhould be received in tho

fame
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liimc frienclly manner as I had engaged myfclf he fhould to Tamaahmaah.

Having no intention whatever to depart from this obligation, I felt no

difficulty in repeating thefe affuranccs as often is they were demanded.

My promifcs, however, were not fufficient lo remove his fufpicions,

or to fix his confidence ; but on his way he (lopped at every niorai,

there made facrifices, and confulted the pricfts as to what was portended

in his vifit bv the omens on thefe occafions. At firlt they had been

very unfavorable, but as he advanced the prognofticks had become more

agreeable to his wifhes ; and at length, in the morning of the 19th, he Wcdnci. 19.

appeared in great pomp, attended by a numerous fleet of large canoes

that could not contain lefs than a thoufand perfons, all paddling with

lome order into the bay, round its northern point of entrance.

Tamaahmaah was at this time with me, and gave me to undcrlland,

that Tamaahmotoo generally went from place to place in the ftyle and

manner he now difplaycd, and that he was the proudefl man in the whole

illand.

After the fleet had entered the bay, its courfe was flowlv diretled to-

wards the veflels ; but on a meflage being fent from me, defiring that

Tamaahmotoo and his party would take up their refidence at Kowrowa,

he inftantly retired with his fleet, and foon afterwards, accompanied by

Tamaahmaah, and feveralof the principal chiefs, he vifited the encamp-

ment. At this time I happened to be abfent, but on my return I found

him feated in our marquee, with feveral of our intimate friends, and

fome fl;rangers, who were all in the greateft good humour imaginable,

and exhibiting a degree of compofure that the favage defigning counte-

nance of Tamaahmotoo could not even affe6t. Not the leall cufficuhy

could arife in difi;inguiniing this chief from the red of the company, as

his appearance and deportment were a complete contraft to the furround-

ing group, and confirmed in our opinions the unworthinefs of his clia-

rarter, and every report to his difadvantage that had been circulated by

his countrymen.

Our firfl falutation beingover, he caught the earliefl opportunity to offer

an apology for the otfence that had fo jullly kept us (Irangcrs to each

otlicr. He conij)laincd of having been very ill treated by the crews of

F 2 fomc
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fome veflels that had vifited Toeaigh bay, and particularly of his having

been beaten by Mr. Metcalf, commanding the Eleonora, at the time when

his fon, who afterwards had the command of the Fair American, was

on board the former vt-flci ; and alledgcd, that the indignities he then re-

ceived had (Umulatcd him to have recourfe to the favage barbarity, before

recited, towards the younger Mr. Metcalf and his people, byafentiment

of refentmenr and revenge; but that he entertained no iuch wicked

dtfigiis againfl; any one ellb; and that his future behaviour, and tliat of

his dependants, would confirm the truth of the protellations he then

made. After calling upon the feveral chiefs to vouch for the fincerity

of his intentions, ana making every concefTion that could be expe6led

of him for his late unj,ardonable conduft, his apprehenfions feemed to

fubfidc, as his friends appeared to give him credit for his aflertions, and

came forward as fureties for the propriety of his future behaviour.

This fubjeft having been fully difcuffed, and concluded, I {hook Ta-

maakmotoo by the hand as a token of my forgivenefs and reconcilia-

tion ; and on confirming this friendly difpofition towards him by pre-

fenting him with a few ufeful articles, approbation and applaufc were

evidently marked in the countenance of every one prefent.

By the time this conciliatory interview was at an end, the dinner was

announced; and as our confecrated pork was exhaufled, Tamaahmaah

had taken care to pro\'ide fuch a repaft, confiding of dogs, fifh, fowls,

and vegetables, as was fuitable to the keen appetites of our numerous

guefts. The day was devoted to mirth and feflivity ; and the king,

Terrymitee, Tabozvmotoo, Tianna, and, indeed, all our old acquaintances,

took their wine and grog with great cheerfulnefs, and in their jokes did

not fpare our new vifitor Tamaahmotoo, for his awkwardnefs and ungrace-

ful manners at table.

The glafs went freely round after dinner ; and as this ceremony was

completely within the reach of Tamaahmotod's imitation, he was anxious

to excel in this accomplifhment, by drinking with lefs referve than any

one at table. I thought it proper to remind him, that as he was not in

the habit of drinking fpirituous liquors like Tamaahmaah and the other

chiefs

\
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chiefs prcfent, it was neceflfary he (hould be upon his guard, left the

wine and grog Ihould difagree widi him ; but as his I'pirits became ex-

hilarated he became lefs attentive to thefe admonitions, u)Uil the ope-

ration of the liquors obliged him to retire. In this flate it is not

poflible to imagine a countenance more expreflive of indignation, or

of favage barbarity and refentment ; his eyes were fixed on me as he

was carried out of the marquee, whilft his tongue, no longer con-

fined within his lips, indiflinftly uttered attoou-anni, fignifying that I

had poifoned him ; and fome prefent, even of our old acquaintance,

leemed to be a little concerned for his fafety. The king, however,

laughed at their apprehenfion, and explained to them the caufe of 7a-

maahmotods indifpofition, which, by the alTiftance of a little warm water,

was almoft inftantly removed, and he re-joined our party, to the great

entertainment and diverfion of his countrymen, who were flill very

pleafantly regaling themfelves, and in the perfeft enjoyment of each

other's fociety.

In the front of the marquee, feated on the ground, were two or three

of Tamaakmotoo's moft confidential friends and conftant attendants. The
behaviour of thefe people, on their mafter being taken from table, fud-

denly changed, from die moft unreferved vivacity to a fufpicious filence

;

their eyes fparkled, and their countenances were exprelfive of diftruft

and refentment ; one of them in particular, who I had not obfervcd

before to be armed, had with him a dagger, made out of the broad part

of an iron fpit, which he handled with great agitation, and fcemed to

be more than half inclined to make ufe of it, to gratify the revenge

that was ftruggling within his breaft. This man contended, in a ftiort

converfation with Tamaahmaah, that Tamaahmotoo had been given a dif-

ferent bottle to drink out of from the reft of the company ; but on the

king and other perfons drinking fome wine from the fame bottle, he be-

came pacified ; and the recovery of the intoxicatetl chief completely did

away his fufpicions of our having entertained towards his mafter anv un-

favorable intentions.

On this occafion, however, I could not avoid reflefting, how indif-

pcnfably ncceffary it is, that the greateft circumfpeftion nnd caution

1 iiiould
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fliould be obfervcd in our intcrcourfe with fuch ftrangers, unaccuflomed

to our manners and way of life ; becaufc it may frequently happen, that

the mo ft difalhous and fatal confequcnccs may arife from caufes the

lead to be apprehended, and in themfeivcs of the mod innocent nature.

Notwithdanding that in the inftance before us nothing uncoiriforiabie

took place, yet I was firmly perfuaded that we were grcath' indebted for

our tranquillity, on this occafion, to the great refpect and edecm whicli

our eonduft towards thefe people had previouOy infured u.j ; but liad

it unfortunately fo happened, that Tamaahmoioo had died unci^r the ef-

feels bf the liquor to whieh his conilitution was luiufed, and ot" wliich

he had drank inordinately, our having poilbned him would have been

generally received as a fact ; whence the natives, natural))' concluding that

we had been guilty of the mod unwarrantable treachery, they would have

been pardonable in fceking revenge ; and under fuch impreihons ought

rather to have been confidercd as intitled to our pity for being millaken ;

than to our refentment for any a6ts of injury which the milundrrdand-

ing might have occafioned,

The convocation of the principal chiefs of the ifland by die royal man-

date, failed not to ademble at the fame time mod of the perfons of confe-

quence of both fexes, who took up their refidence in our immediate neigh-

bourhood ; which became fo populous, that there was fcarcely a place

where a temporary habitation could be erefted that remained unoccupied,

efpecially in the vicinity of the two principal villages of Kakooa and Kow-

rowa. Their numbers amounted now to feveral thoufands, whofe

cheerful good humour, eagernefs to oblige, and orderly behaviour, could

not be furpalfed by the inhabitants of the mod civilized country. The

days paded pleafantly to thofe who devoted them to innocent amufe-

ments, and profitably to others who were engaged in bartering away the

merchandize they had brought, to exchange for our more valuable corar

modities ; whild thofe of our focieiy who extended their recreation on

fhore, beyond the limits of the bay, were received with the greated hofr.

pitalitv, and entertained with the general amufements of the country
;

which rendered thefe excurfions not lefs intereding than contributory to

iiealth, ..::.
.

Tlie evenings were generally clofed with finging and dancing, and the

night.-i
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nights were as quiet as the mod orderly towns in Europe; iliough ii was

a late hour moll commonly before they niired to rcll. The I'pace be-

tween fun-fetand that time was employed by Come parties in focial con-

verlation, and by others at various games of chance; and I did not ob-

fervea fingle inllance in which thele were conduded, even by the lofers,

but with the grcateft temper and good humour.

Defirous of being conilantly upon the Ipot, left any untoward circum-

ftanceftiould arife to interrupt the happinefs we enjoyed, my cxcurfions

were confined to a fmall diilance from our encampment. This however

did not preclude my attending fome of their evening amufemcnts in our

neighbourhood. At one of which, in particular, 1 was very well enter-

tained.

This was a performance by a fingle young woman of the name of

Fuckoo, whole perfon and manners were both very agreeable. Her

drefs, notwithftanding the heat of the weather, confifledofan iminenfe

quantity of thin cloth, which was wound round her waift, and extended

as low as her knees. This was plaited in fuch a manner as to give a

pretty effe6l to the variegated pattern of the cloth; and \\as otherwa)s

difpofed with great tafte. Her head and neck were decorated witii

wreaths of black, red, and yellow feathers ; but excepting thefe (he wore

no drels from the waift upwards. Her ancles, and nearly halfway up

her legs, were decorated with feveral folds of cloth, widening upwards,

fo that the upper parts extended from the leg at leaft four inches all

round ; this was encompaffed by a piece of net work, wrought very

clofe, from the mefiies of which were hung the fmall teeth' of dogs, giv-

mg this part of her drefs the appearance of an ornamented funnel. On
licr wrifts Oie wore bracelets made of the tufks from the lariieft hoss.

Thefe were highly polifhed and fixed clofe together in a ring, the

concave fides of the tuflcs being outwards ; and their ends reduced to a

uniform length, curving naturally each way from the center, were by no

means deftitute of ornamental e(fc6l.

Thus equipped, lier appearance on the ftage, before fhe uttered a fin-

gle word, excited confiderablc applaufe from the numerous fpcclators,

who obferved the greatcll good order and decorum. In her perform-

ance, which was in the open air, flie was accompanied by two men,

who
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who "were feated on the ground in the charafter of muficians. Their

inftruments were both alike, and were made of the outfides or (hells of

large gourds, open at the top; the lower ends ground perfeftly flat, and

as thin as poflible, without endangering their fplitting. Thefe were

{truck on the ground, covered with a fmall quantity of dried grafs, and

in the interval between each ftroke, they beat with their hands and

fingers on the fides of thcfe inftruments, to accompany their vocal ex-

eitions, which, with the various motions of their hands and body, and

the vivacity of their countenances, plainly demonltrated the interefl they

had, not only in excelling in their own parts, but alfo in the applaufe

which the lady acquired by her performance, advancing or retreating

from the n.uficians a few fhort fieps in various direftions, as the nature

of the fubjeft, and the numerous geftures and motions of her perfon

demanded. Her fpcech, or poem, was firft began in a flow, and fomewhat

fo!e:m manner, and gradually became energetic, probably as the fubjeft

matter became interefl;ing; until at length, like a truea6lrefs, the li\'eli-

nefs of her imagination produced a vociferous oration, accompanied by

violent emotions. Thefe were received with fliouts of great applaufe;

and although we were not fufficiently acquainted with the language to

comprehend the fubjeft, yet we could not help being pleafed in a

high degree with the performance. The mufic and finging was by no

means difcordant or unpleafing; many of the aftions feemed to be

well adapted, and the attitudes exhibited both tafte and elegance. The
fatisfaftion we derived at this public entertainment, was greatly in-

creafed by the refpeftful reception we met from all parties, as well per-

formers as fpeftators, who appeared to be infinitely more delighted by

our plaudits, than by the liberal donations which we made on the oc-

cafion.

Thefe amufements had hitherto been confined to fuch limited

performances; but this afternoon was to be dedicated to one of a

more (plendid nature, in which fome ladies of confequence, attendants

on the court of Tamanhmaah, were to perform the principal parts.

Great pains had been taken, and they had gone through many private

rchearfals, in order that the exhibition this evening might be worthy of

the
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the public attention ; on the concUifion of wliich I purpofed by a difplay

of fire-works, to make a return for the entertainment they had afforded

4«

us.

1794.
February.

About four o'clock, we were informed it was time to attend the royal

dames ; their theatre, or rather place of exhibition, was about a mile to

the fouthward of our tents, in a fmall fquarc, furroundcd by houfes

and Iheltercd by trees ; a fituation as well choHm for the performance,

as for the accommodation of the fpeftators ; who, on a moderate com-

putation, could not be eftimated at lei's than four thoufand, of all ranks

and defcriptions of perfons.

A difference in point of drefs had been obfcr\cd in the audience at

the former entertainment, but on this occafion every one ftione forth

in the beft apparel that could be procured ; thofe who had been fucccis-

ful in their commercial tranfaftions with us, did not fail to appear in

the beft attire they had procured ; and fuch as were deflitute of Euro-

pean articles, had exerted their genius to fublHtute the manufaflure and

produ6lions of their own country in the moft fafliionable and advanta-

geous manner. Feathered ruffs, or gartering tape in wreaths, adorned

the ladies' heads, and were alfo worn as necklaces ; red cloth, printed

linen, or that of their own manufafturc, conftliuted the lower garment,

which extended from the waift to the knees. The men likewife had

put on their beft maros ; fo that the whole prefented a very gay and
lively fpeftacle.

On our arrival, fome of our friends were pleafed to be a little jocular

with our appearance at fo unfaftiionable an hour, having come much
too early for the reprefentation ; but as we were admitted into the green

room amongft the performers, our time was not unpleafantly engaged.

The drefs of the aftreffes was fomething like that worn by Puckoo,

though made of fuperior materials, and difpofed with more tafte and
elegance. A very confiderable quantity of their fineft cloth ,as pre-

pared for the occafion ; of this their lower garment was formed, which
extended from their waift half way down their legs, and was fo plaited

as to appear very much like a hoop petticoat. This feemed the moft
tliflicult part of their drefs to adjuft, for Tamaahmaah, who was confidered

Vol. III. G to
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to be a profound critic, was frequently appealed to by the women, and his

direftions were impHcitly followed in many little alterations. Inllead of

the ornaments of cloth and net-work decorated with dogs' teeth, thefe la-

dies had each a green wreath made of a kind of bind weed, twilled together

in dilferent parts like a rope, which was wound round from the ankle,

nearly to the lower part of the petticoat. On their wrifts they wore no

bracelets nor other ornaments, but acrofs their necks and flioulders were

green fafhes, very nicely made, with the broad leaves of the tee, a plant

that produces a very lufcious fweet root, the fize of a yam*. This part

of their drcfs was put on the laft by each of the aftrefl'es ; and the party

being now fully attired, the king and queer, who had been prefent the

whole time of their drclTmg, were obliged to withdraw, greatly to the

mortification of the latter, who would gladly have taken her part as a

performer, in which flie was reputed to excel very highly. But the royal

pair were compelled to retire, even from die exhibition, as they are pro-

hibited by law from attending fuch amufements, excepting on the feftival

of the new year. Indeed, the performance of this day was contrary to

the eftablilhed rules of the ifland, but being intended as a compliment to

us, the innovation was admitted.

As their majefties withdrew, the ladies of rank, and the principal

chiefs, began to make their appearance. The reception of the former

by tlie multitude was marked by a degree of refpeft that I had not be-

fore feen amongft any inhabitants of the countries in the pacific ocean.

The audience alfembled at this time were Handing in rows, from fifteen

to twenty feet deep, fo clofe as to touch each other ; but thefe ladies no

fooner approached their rear, in any accidental diretlion, than a paflTage

was inflantly made for them and their attendants to pafs through in the

mofl commodious manner to their refpe6live ftations, where they feated

themfelves on the ground, which was covered with mats, in the mofl advan-

tageous fituation for feeing and hearing the performers. Moft of diefe la-

dies were of a corpulent form, which, alTilled by their (lately gait, the

dignity with which they moved, and the num-ber of their pages, who fol-

lowed with fans to court the refrefhing breeze, or with fly-flaps to dif-

perfe the offending infefls, announced their confequence as the wivts^

daughters
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daughters, fifters, or other near relations of the principal chiefs, who how-

ever experienced no fuch marks of refpeft or attention themfelves ; being

obliged to make their way through the fpe£lators in the beft manner they

were able.

The time devoted to the decoration of the aftrelTes extended beyond

the limits of the quiet patience of the audience, who exclaimed two or

three times, from all quarters, " Hoorah, hoorah, poaliealee," fignifying,

that it would be dark and black night before the performance would be-

gin. But the audience here, like fimilar ones in other countries, attend-

ing with a pre-difpofition to be pleafed, was in good humour, and was

eafily appeafed, by the addrefs of our faithful and devoted friend Try-

whookee, who was the conductor of" the ceremonies, and fole manager on

this occafion. He came forward, and apologized by a fpeech that pro-

duced a general laugh, and caufing the mufic to begin, we heard no fur-

ther murmurs.

The band confilled of five men, all Handing up, each with a highly-

polifhed wooden fpear in the left, and a finall piece of the fame ma-

terial, equally well finifhed, in the right hand ; with this they beat on

the fpear, as an accompaniment to their own voices in fongs, that varied

both as to time and meafure, efpcciaily the latter ; yet their voices, and

the founds produced from their rude inflruments, which differed accor-

ding to the place on which the tapering fpear was ftruck, appeared

to accord very well. Having engaged us a fhort time in this vocal per-

formance, the cotut ladies made their appearance, and were received

with fhouts of the greatcfl applaufe. The muficians retired a few paces,

and the aftrcd'es took their flatiou before them.

The heroine of the piece, which confifted of four parts or affs, had

once fhared the aifeiStions and embraces of Tamaahmaah, but was now
married to an inferior chief, whofc occupation in the houfehold was that

of the charge of the king's apparel. This lady was diflinguifhcd by a green

wreath round the crown of the head ; next to hei was the captive daugh-

ter of Titeeree ; the third a ) ounger filler to the queen, the wife of Cryma-
mahoo, who being of the moll exalted rank flood in the middle. On each

fide of thefe were two of inferior quality, making in all feven atlreffes.

G J. 'I'hey
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They drew themfelves up in a line fronting that fide of the fquare that

was occupied by the ladies of quality and the chiefs. Thefe were com-

pletely detached from the populace, not by any partition, but, as it were,

by the refpe6lful confent of the lower orders of the alTembly ; not one

of which trefpaffed or produced the leaft inaccommodation.

This reprefentation, like that before attempted to be defcribed, was

a compound of fpeaking and fmging ; the fubjeft of which was enforced

by appropriate geftures and aftions. The piece was in honor of a cap-

tive princefs, whofe name was OrycowculUneaow ; and on her name being

pronounced, every one prefent, men as well as women, who wore any or-

naments above their waift, were obliged to take them off, though the

captive lady was at leaft fixty miles diftant. This mark of refpeft was

unobferved by the aftreffes whilft engaged in the performance ; but the

inftant any one fat down, or at the clofe of the aft, they were alfo

obliged to comply with this myfterious ceremony.

The variety of attitudes into which thefe women threw themfelves,

with the rapidity of their aftion, refembled no amufement in any other

part of the world within my knowledge, by a comparifon with which I

might be enabled to convey fome idea of the ftage effeft thus produced

;

particularly in the three firft parts, in which there appeared much corre-

fpondence and harmony between the tone of their voices, and the difplay

of their limbs. One or two of the performers being not quite fo perfect

as the reft, afforded us an opportunity of exercifing our judgment by

comparifon ; and it muft be confefled, that the ladies who moft excelled,

exhibited a degree of graceful a6lion, for the attainment of which it is

difficult to account.

In each of thefe firft parts the fongs, attitudes, and aftions, appeared

to mc of greater variety than I had before noticed amongft the people of

the great South Sea nation, on any former occafion. The whole, though

I am unequal to its defcription, was fupported with a wonderful degree of

fpirit and vivacity ; fo much indeed that fome of their exertions were made

with fuch a degree of agitating violence, as feemed to carry the per-

formers beyond what their ftrength was able to fuftain ; and had the per-

formance finifhtd with the third aft, we ftiould have retired from their

theatre
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theatre with a much higher idea of the moral tendency of their drama,
p^*jj'j^_|" .

than was conveyed by die offenfive, hbidinous fcene, exhibited by die ladies " '

in the concluding part. The language of the fong, no doubt, corre-

fponded with the obfcenity of their atlions ; which were carried to a de-

gree ofextravagance diat were calculated to produce nothing but difguft,

even to the moft licentious.

This hooarah occupied about an hour, and concluded with the de-

fending fun, it being contrary to law that fuch reprefentations fhould

continue after that time of day. The fpeftators inftandy retired in die

moft orderly manner, and difperfed in the greateft good humour; appa-

rently highly delighted with the entertainment they had received. But

as the gratification I had promifed on this occafion required the abfence of

light, and could not be exhibited to advantage until a late hour, the mul-

titude were permitted to re-affemble in our neighbourhood foon afterwards

for this purpofe.

Our exhibition commenced about feven in the evening, and as we

Itill pofTefTed a confidcrable variety of fire-works in a tolerably goofi

ftate of prefervation, an ample affortment was provided; and on being

thrown off, they produced from the expefting multitude fuch acclama-

tions of furprize and admiration from all quarters, as may be eafily ima-

gined to arife from the feelings of perfons totally unacquainted with

objefts of fuch an extraordinary nature. Tamaahmaah fired the two firfl:

rockets ; but there were only one o- two of die chiefs who had courage

fufficient to follow his example ; and it was obferved amongft thofe who
were near us at the time, that in thefe apprehenfion was more predomi-

nant than pleafure. The whole concluded with fome excellent Bengal-

lights, which illuminating the neighbourhood to a great diftance, ahnofl

equal to die return of day, feemed to produce more general fatisfaftion

than the preceding part of the exhibition; and on its being announced,

that the light was (hewn to condu6l them fafely to their refpetlive habita-

uons, the crowd retired; and in the fpace of half an hour the ufual ftill-

nefs of the night was fo completely rcftored, that it would radier have

been imagined there had not been a fingle ftranger in our neighbourhood,

than that thoufands had fo recently departed.

As
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As the number of thefe ftrangers had increafed, fo a gradual augmen-

tation of the king's nightly guard had taken place ; but on this evening

the guards were at leaft doubled, and in number amounted to about forty,

armed with pallaloos and iron daggers, and ftationed in different places

about the royal refidence.

This having been the twelfth day's abfence of Mr. Menzies and his

party, and having far exceeded the limits of time that I expected their

propofed excurfion could have required, I began to be anxious left fome

accident or indifpofition had det.iined them in the interior country; (be-

ing perfeftly fatisfied that there was not the leaft danger to be appre-

hended from the natives,) efpecially as I had received only one note from

the party, and that on the commencement of their journey from the fouth

point of the ifland; and although their excurfion had not ar. that time

been attended with the expedition I could have wiftied, yet I had reafon

before now to have expe6ied their return.

The period of our departure being fixft approaching, in order that

we might be in readinefs to fail on the arrival of the party, I diretlcd

Thuridayso. that every thing ftiould be prepared the next morning lor embarking

fuch matters as we had on ftiore. Moft of the principal chiefs having, as

ufual, joined our party at breakfaft, the higheft fatisfaftion and admira-

tion was exprefled at the exhibition that clofed the entertainments of the

preceding day ; whilft the preparations that were making for our depar-

ture occafioned a univerfal regret. It was well known that I had alread\'

exceeded the time of my intended ftay, and that the hour would come

when a feparation muft inevitably take place, and probably never to

meet again. Such were the topics of our converlhtion round the

breakfaft table, when information was brought that a cartridge box,

which the centinel had fuftered to lie carelefsly about, had been ftolen

from on board the Chatham. On this unpleafant circumftance being

firft reported, Tamaakmaah feemed to be indifferent as to its recovery

;

alledging that the centinel had been much in fault in not having taken

proper care of his accoutrements. His realoning was undoubtedly cor-

re6l, and I would willingly have paffed the tranfgrefTion unnoticed, rather

than have rifked the chance of any interruption to our prefcnt harmony;

had

-•,'v

M

I
.ft

SLtfS



ROUND THE WORLD. 47

'er to

1(1 the

box,

ftolen

beinc;

y cor-

rather

.':»

had not the uniform negative that I had put upon every folicitation from

thefe people, for arms or ammunition, and which was only to be fup-

ported by faying, that all fuch articles belonged to His Majefly King

George, and that they were flriftly tabooed, rendered it abfolutely necef-

fary that I fhould infill on the reftitution of the thing ftolen.

The converfation that this unlucky incident produced, drew for a fhort

time a veil of gloom over the cheerfulnefs which had generally pre-

d

;

although this was extremely unpleafant at fo interetting a

1704.
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period, it .s attended with t. ^ood effeft of ftimulating the king to

fend Kahoumwtoo in queft of the cartridge-box, who, in about half an

hour, brought it to us. It had been found in the houfe of Cavaheeroo,

the chief of the diftrift of Kaoo, and the principal perfon at the village

Kowrowa ; but of the thief, who was a woman, no tidings could be

procured ; as flie had either made her efcape, or was protefted under

the peculiar privileges with which that village is endowed, in giving pro-

tetlion to offenders of various defcriptions, whilft they remain within its

precinfts.

The accoutrement however being reftored, with its contents undimi-

niflicd and in good order, all parties were inftantly reconciled, and our fo-

ciety brought back to its former ftandard of harmony and good fpirits ;

though it was apparent that the latter had received fome little check, in

confequence of the indications of the near approach of our departure,

by the removal of our feveral matters from the fhores to the veflels.

In the afternoon, intelligence was brought that our travellers had reach-

ed the fummit of Mowna Roa, and that they were on their way back ; but,

from the native who broujht us this information, it appeared, that they

would yet be fome days before they arrived, as they intended to return

by land, and the roads they had to pafs were very indifferent.

Having refumed my refidence on board the ftiip, I was on friday compli-

mented with a formal vifit from all the great perfonages in the neighbour-

hood, except Cavaheeroo ; who, having accepted the ftolen cartridge-bo:*j,

I confidered as an acceffary in the theft, and on that account I would not

permit him to enter the ftiip. This exception was no fmall mortification

to his pride, nor difappointment to his intereft, as none of his affociates

returned

FiiHay
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
returned to the fhore without a handfome token of my efteem. Tamaah-

motoo, and his retinue, though lefs deferving of fuch marks of atten-

tion, and with Htdc claim to any acknowledgment from me, were not

omitted, but received fuch prefents as their lefpeftive conditions and

the occafion feemed to demand. vV^ith this party had come a daughter

of Tamaahmaah, about nine years of age. She had not vifited us when

we were here before, nor had we ever feen her until the arrival of

Tamaahmotoo, to whofe charge flie had fome time fince been entrufted for

the purpofe of being educated and brought up agreeably to the cuftom

of thefe iflands. She bore a ftriking likenefs to her father, and though

far from being handfome, had an expreflive intelligent countenance, and

was a very cheerful and engaging girl.

All the chiefs that were expefted being now affembled, I inquired of

the king when the propofed voluntary ceflion of the ifland was to be

confirmed, A fhort converfation immediately took place between Ta-

maahmaah and fome of his counfellors then prefent ; the refult of which

was, that as a taboo-poory was to commence on the evening of the enfuing

funday, and would continue til tuefday morning, they M'cre unani-

moufiy of opinion, that it wou. . be highly proper to embrace that op-

portunity of reconfulting the priefts, that each might be fully fatisfied

with the propriety of the meafure they were about to adopt. Tamaah-

maah at the fame time requefted, that I would attend him at the grand

morai during the interdiftion.

This was a reply that I did not altogether like, nor did I expett ir, as

they were all convinced how anxious I now was to take my departure.

A final appeal to the priells, however, I was given to underftand, could

not be difpenfed with ; and as there was little probability of the party

from Mowna Roa returning much before that time, I was induced to pro-

mife that I would comply with their wifties.

There appeared little reafon to believe that the ceflion would not be

made, although fome previous ceremonies were Hill wanting, before they

would be enabled to make the furrender in form, which at this time

was fixed for the following tuefday ; immediately after which, I in-

formed them, I fliould fail with the land wind for Tyahtatooa and Toeaigh,

to
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to the former, for the purpofe of more particularly examining the an-

chorage, and to the latter for the purpofe of procuring fuch a further

flock of rcfrefiiments as we could conveniently take ; well knowing that

we ought to place little dependence on the precarious fupply that Mowee,

Wcahoo, or the reft of the iflands to leeward might afford. The whole

of the party did me the favor to fay, that they would remain on board

until we quitted Owhyhee.

I was very much concerned to find, that my earnef^ endeavours to

bring about a reconciliation, and to eftablifh peace amongft thefe

iflands, had proved unfuccefsful. The mutual diftruft that continued

to exift amongft the people of the feveral iflands, which I had forefeen

to be the greateft difficulty there was to combat, and which I had ap-

prehended would be an infurmountable obftacle, had proved fatal to the

attainment of this defirable objeft. Immediately on my arrival here, I

inquired if my letter from Mowee had been received, and received an

anfwer in the negative. But I was given to underftand, that a fmall party

from that ifland had arrived on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, whofe ob-

jtft was fufpefted to be that of feizing on fome of the inhabitants there,

for the purpofe of taking them away, and of facrificing them in their re-

ligious rites at Mowee ; and fome reports went fo far as to affert that

this diabolical objeft had been effefted. On further inquiry, however,

this faft appeared to be by no means eftablifhed ; as it was pofitively in-

fifted on by fome, and by others as pofitively denied. One circumftance,

however, both parties agreed in, that of the people from Mowee having

been under the necelfity of making a hafty retreat. I could not under-

ftand that any chief was in the neighbourhood of the place where they

had landed ; and Tamaahmaak himfelf, either from a conviftion that they

had been unfairly dealt with, or that I fhould difapprove of the fufpici-

ous narrow policy that had influenced the conduft of his people on
this occafion, was unwilling to allow that he had been made duly ac-

quainted with their arrival, and was always defirous of avoiding the

fubjefl in converfation.

After many attempts to fix his attention, I at length explained to him
what was the refult of my negociation with the chiefs at Mowee ; and
Vol. Ill, H he
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he then feemed to concur in opinion with me, that the party from

Movvce who had landed on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, could be no

other than the embaflTy charged with my letter, and invelled with powers

to ncgociate for a general pacification.

It was fome time before I was able to make myfelf thoroughly mafter

of thefe circumftances ; yet long befor,^ I had afcertained with any to-

lerable precifion wiiat was the ftate of the bufinefs, I was perfeftly con-

vinced that no overtures of this nature would be attended with fuccefs,

and that nothing but by my palTmg backwards and forwai'ds between the

feveral iflands in the manner before ftated, would anfwer any good pur-

pofe; could I have done this, I entertained no doubt of accomplifhing

this defirable objeft ; but neither our circumllances nor our time would,

admit of my engaging in this talk, particularly at the prefent feafon of the

year, when very boiflerous weather ufually prevails amongft thefe iflands,

againfl which we fliould occafionally have been obliged to beat to

windward. Our fails, rigging, and probably our mafts, would neceflarily

have fuffered in point of wear and tear, even Ihould we have been fo for-

tunate to have avoided any material damage by accident ; and as our

flock of thofe effential articles, even with the fupply we liad received from

port Jackfon, which was very (hort of what I had requellcd, demanded

the greateft ceconomy and care to make them laft, without fubjefting us

to unpleafant and even difaftrous circumftances, during our progrefh in

the unaccompHfhed part of our voyage; I was under the necellity of

declining any further perfonal interference, notwithftanding that I was

fatisfied the happinefs and tranquillity of many thoufands might have been

fecured, at leaft for a time, could I have undertaken this important bufi-

nefs. i

This conviflion did not fail to claim a great fhare ofmy attention ; but

the execution of the feveral important objefts of our voyage that yet re-

mained unfinifhed, and which were of an extenfive nature, compelled me
to give up all thoughts of fecondary confiderations. The completion of

our bufinefs that appertained to the north pacific ocean, I had fo far

hopes of effefling in the courfe of the enfuing feafon, that I had not de-

manded the return of the Dadalus with a further fupply of flores, nor

indeed
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indeed was it certain that fuch a fupply could have been obtained from

port Jackfon ; we had therefore to rely on the difpenfations of Divine

Providence, and our own care and frugality, for the accomplifhment of

the remaining part of our furvey with the (lores we had Hill remaining.

Tamaahmaah having become acquainted with our intended route from

Karakakooa, and being watchful to embrace ever)' opportunity by which

he could continue his good offices, either for our prefent comfort, or our

future welfare, ordered one of his principal domeftics to depart imme-

diately for Toeaigh; there to provide according to his dircftions fuch

things as we flood in need of, and to have them in readinefs for em-

barkation on our arrival.

After thefc, and other lefs important arrangements had been made re-

lative to our departure, the king with his companions returned to the

fhore. About this time the gentlemen made their appearance from Mowna
Roa, having defcended from the mountains in a ftraight line to the

fea fhore, from whence they had returned by water; but had not this

been their route, their journey hither would have occupied fome few

days more. At firH fight of the travellers I regretted the delay I had ib

recently confented to; but it was now too late to retraft, efpecially as, on

the moft trivial occafions, I had made it a point to perform all promifes

made to thefe people with fcrupulous punftuality. Two or three days

therefore were not of fufficient importance to us, to induce my breaking

in upon the arrangements I had juft made with Taniaahmaah; who would

eafily have difcovered, that no new caufe had arifen for any alteration in

our plan; and I therefore determined to remain contented until tuefday,

when the reftriftions of the taboo were to ceafe. This afforded an op-

portunity to fome of the officers, whofe attention to their feveral duties

had confined them hitherto to the fea fliore, to make a fliort excurfion

into the adjacent country.

The building of Tamaahmaah!^ vefTel was now fo far advanced, that I

confidered its completion an eafy talk for h s people to perform under
the direftion of Boid, who mofl probably had, by his attention to our
carpenters, added fome information to his former knowledge in fiiip-

building. Her frame was completely fixed, and all that remained to be

H 2 done
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done was fome part of the planking, and fitting up her infide according

to tlie tafte and fancy of Tamaahmaah. Having no doubt but all this

Saturday fi2. would bc cfFeftcd witH little difficulty by themfelves, on faturday our

carpenters were ordered to repair on board with their tools. Befides the

afTiftance I had afforded in building the hull of the veffel, I had furnifhcd

Tamaahmaah with all the iron work (he would further require ; oakum
and pitch for caulking, proper mafts, and a fet of fchooner fails, with

canvafs, needles, and twine to repair them hereafter. With refpeft to

cordage, they had a fufficiency of their own manufa£lure for her rigging,

fchooner fafhion, and every other necelfary purpofe.

TamaahmacJi was exceedingly well pleafed, and thankful for our exer-

tions ; and it was extremely gratifying to my feelings to refleft, that fuch

valuable opportunities fliould have offered for bellowing tbis gratifi-

cation upon the king, and many effential benefits upon his people; all

of whom were now well convinced, that thefe fuperior advantages were

only to be obtained by the conftant exercife of the fame honcfly and ci-

vility, by which thcfe had been fecured to them on the prefent occafion.

Very little doubt can be entertained of the exalted pleafure Tc'

maahmaah would enjoy in the attainment, by honorable means, of fo

defirable an objeft as his new fchooner; efpecially at thofe limes, when

his mind recurring to the virtuous caufes that had given him fo valu-

able a poffeffion, he would naturally make a comparifon between them,

and the criminal meafures purfued by Tamaahmoloo for a finiiiar acquifi-

tion; which he had no fooner poffefled by treachciy and barbarity, than

he was deprived of it with indelible marks of infamy, and the lofs of his

reputation and charafter.

Sunday 23. On funday evening, agreeably to my promife, I accompanied Tamaah-

maah to the morai, and fubmitted to all the forms, regulations, and re-

ftriftions of the taboo. The ceremonies were fimilar to thofe I had before

obferved, though they were more concife, lefs formal, and attended by

fewer perfons.

I was not on this, as on the former occafion, purely an idle fpe61ator;

hut vras in fome degree one of the aftors. Whilft in the morning the

principal ceremonies and prayers were performing, I was called upon to

give

^M'
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give my opinion on feveral matters that were agitated at one time by

the king, and at others by the principal priefls. Amongft thcfc, was

the propriety of their remaining at peace, or making war againfl the

other iflands? The cefiTion of the ifland; and if by that voluntary mca-

fure, they would be confidered as the fubje6ls of Great Britain ? Under

this impreflion, in what manner ought they to condu6l ihemfclves to-

wards all flrangers, as well thofe who might vifit them from civilized

nations, as the inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands? With thcfe, and

fome other quellions of lefs importance, I was very ferioufly interro-

gated; and I made fuch anfwers to each as was ronfiftcnt with my own
fituation, and, as I confidered, vere moft likely to tend in future to

their happinefs and tranquillky.

I was not prohibited in my turn from ofFe.ing my fuggrflions, or de-

manding their attention to my requifitioi ;>. Anx ^vus Icfl the objeft I

had fo long had in view fhould hereafter be def<'.t^d; namely, that of

efl;abli(hing a breed of fheep, cattle, and other Evaopean ar-mals in thcfe

iflands, which with fo much difficulty, rcusjle, and conLirn, I had at

length fuccecded fo far as to import in g«:^od health and in a thriving con-

dition; I demanded, that they fiiould be tabooed for ten )cars, with a

difcretionary power in the king alone to appropriate a certain number of

the males of each fpecies, in cafe that fex became predominant, to the ufe

of his own table; but that in fo doing t iC women ftiould not be pre-

cluded partaking of them, as the intention of their being brought to the

ifland was for the general ufe and benefit of every inhabitant of both

fexcs, as foon as their numbers fliould be fufficiendy increafed to allow

of a general diftribution amongfl the people. This was unanimoufly

approved of, and faithfully j, '^lifed to be obferved with one exception

only; that with rcfpeft to tii^ aeat of thefe feveral animals, the women
were to be put on the fame footing as with their dogs and fowls; they

were to be allowed to eat of them, but not of the identical animal that

men had partaken, or of which they were to partake. Much con-

verfation took place on ihefe different fubjecls, when not otherways

engaged in funftions of a religious nature: all thcfe ceafing at fun-

rife
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rife the next morning, I repaired oh board, and found every thing in

readinefs for our departure.

In the forenoon the king and queen, accompanied by Terreemytee the

king's brother, Crymamahow, half brother to the king, and chief of the

diftrift of Amakooa ; Kahozumotoo, father to the queen, and chief of the

diftiiQ of Kona ; Kavaheeron, chief of the diftrifl of Kaow ; Tianna, chief

of the difiricl of Foona ; Tamiahmotoo, chief of the diftrift of Koarra

;

Tryiohoohe, hnK bi'other to the king, and our mod faithful proteftor and

purveyor at the encampment ; all affembled on board the Difcovery, for

the purpofe of formally ceding and furrendering the illand of Owhyhee

to me for His Bj itannic Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors ; there were

prcfcnt on this occafion befides myfelf, Mr. Puget, and all the officers of

the Difcovery.

Tamaakmaah opened the bufinefs in a fpeechj which he delivered with

great moderation and equal firmnefs. He explained the reafons (already

Ifated) tliat had induced him to offer the ifland to the prote6licn of Great

Britain; and recounted the numerous advantages that himfelf, the chiefs,

and the people, were likely to derive by the furrender they were about lo

make. He enumerated the feveral nations that fince Captain Cook's dif-

covery of thefe iflands had occafionally reforted hither, each of which

was too powerful for them to refill ; and as thefe vifitors had come more

frequently to their (hores, and their numbers feemed to incrcafe, hecon-

fidered that the inhabitants would be liable to more ill treatment, and

flill greater impofitions than they had yet endured, unlefs they could be

protcfted againft fuch wrongs by fome one of the civilized powers with

whofe people they had become acquainted ; that at prefent they were

completely independent, under no fort of engagement whatever, and

were free to make choice of that flate which in their opinion was raofl

likely by its attention to their fecurity and interefls, to anfwer the pur-

pofe for which the propofed furrender was intended. For his own part

he did not hcfitate to declare the preference he entertained for the king of

Great Britain, to whom he was ready to acknowledge his fubmiflion;

and demanded to know who had any objeftion to follow his example.

X This
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This produced an harangue from each of the five chiefs, all of whom
had fome ideas to offer on this important fubjeft.

The warlike f])irit and ambitious views of Kahoiomotoo had long taught

him to indulge the flattering hope, that on fome future day he Ihould be

enabled to acquire the fovereignty of Mowee. This prompted him to

ftate in a fpirited and manly fpeech, that on their becoming connefted

and attached to fo powerful a nation, they ought no longer to fuffer the

indignities which had been offered to their ifland Owhyiiee by the peo-

ple of Mowee -, he alfo candidly enumerated the offences that Mowee
had juftly to complain of in return; but as thefe bore no propor-

tion to her aggreffions, he contended that (he ought to be chaftized, and

that when a force for their prote£lion fliould be obtained from England,

the firft objeft of its employment ought to be the conqueft of Mowee

;

after which the care of its government (hould be intrufted to fom^j re-

fpeftable chief, whofe intereft and inclination could be depended upon as

being friendly towards Owhyhee.

Kavaheeroo, a chief of a very different difpofition, content with the

ftation he filled, and the comforts he enjoyed, looked forward with plea-

fure to the confequences that were likely to refult from the adoption of

the meafure propofed; having no doubt of its tending to their future

fafety and protedion, which had now become highly expedient in fome

way to effeft, and of its being the means of producing v ^eneral pacifi-

cation with their relations and friends, as he termed them, on the other

iilands.

Tianna, after agreeing with Kahowmotoo, that Mowee ought to be

chaftized; and with Cavaheeroo, in the neceffity of Owhyhee being

protefted; propofed that fome perfons, duly authorized for that pur-

pofe, fliould refide on fhore by way of guards, and ftated that a veffel or

two would be requifite to defend them by fea. He very judicioufly ob-

ferved further, that fo great a fimilarity exifted between the people of

the four nations with whom they were already acquainted, but more par-

ticularly fo between the Englilh and the Americans, that in the event of

their prefent furrerder being accepted, and of a vefld being fent out

for their protefiion, they fliould be doubtful as to the reality of fuch
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1794.
February.

perfons



56

wi'h

"It*, 4,

«:^^}^'\

14,:'"

'il'Bili'

«794-"

February.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
perfons coming from England, unlefs feme of the officers then prelent,

or fome of thofe on board the veffels with whom they were acquainted,

and who they were convinced did belong to King George, fhould

return to Owhyhee witn the fuccours required. This appeared to him

a meafure of fo much confequence that it could not be difpenfed with, for

otherways, any of the diftant nations, knowing they had ceded the ifland

to the Englifh government, might fend to them (hips and men whom
they had never before feen, and who, by afferting they had come from

England and belonged to King George, would deceive them into the

obedience of a people againft whom they (hould afterwards mofl proba-

bly revolt.

Thefe were the prominent features in the feveral fpeeches made on the

occafion ; in every one of which their religion, government, and domef-

tic ceconomy was noticed ; and it was clearly underftood, that no inter-

ference was to take place in either ; that Tamaahmaah, the chiefs and

priefts, were to continue as ufual to officiate with the fame authority as

before in their refpeftive ftations, and that no alteration in thofe parti-

culars was in any degree thought of or intended.

Thefe preliminaries being fully difcuffed, and thoroughly underftood

on both fides, the king repeated his former propofition, which was

now unanimoufly approved of, and the whole party declared their

confent by faying, that they were no longer Tanata no Owhyhee, (i. e.)

the people of Owhyhee; but Tanata no Britannic, (i. e.) the people of

Britain. This was inftantly made known to the furrounding crowd in

their numerous canoes about the veflels, and the fame exprcffions

were cheerfully repeated tliroughout the attending multitude.

Mr, Puget, accompanied by fome of the officers, immediately went on

fhore ; there difplayed theBritifh colours, and took poffeffion of the ifland

in His Majefty's name, in conformity to the inclinations and defire of

Tamaahmaah and his fubjefts. On this ceremony being finiflied, a fa-

lute was fired from the veffels, after which the following infcription on
copper was depofited in a very confpicuous place at the royal refidence.

" On the 25th of february, 1794, Tamaahmaah, king of Owhyhee, in

*' council with the p-'ncipal chiefs of the ifland affembled on board His
•• Britannic Majefty's floop Difcovery in Karakakooa bay, and in the

*' prefence
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** prefence of George Vancouver, commander of the faid floop ; Lieu-

'•' tenant Peter Puget, commander of his faid MajelW's armed tender the

"•• Chatham; and the other officers of the Difcovery ; after due confide-

" ration, unanimouOy ceded the faid ifland of Owhyhee to His Britannic

•' Majefty, and acknowledged themfelves to be fubjefts of Great

" Britain."

Such a diftribution of ufeful or ornamental articles was now made to

the principal chiefs, their favorite women, and other attendants, as

Tamaahmaah and myfelf efl;eemed to be fuitable to their refpe6tive ranks

and Itations on this memorable occafion.

Thus concluded the ceremonies of ceding the ifland of Owhyhee to

the Britifli crown ; but whether this addition to the empire will ever

be of any importance to Great Britain, or whether the furrender of the

ifland will ever be attended with any additional happinefs to its people,

time alone mufl: determine. It. was however a matter of great fatisfac-

tion to me, that this conceflTion had not only been voluntary, but gene-

ral ; that it had not been fuggefl;ed by a party, nor been the wifli of a

few, but the defire of every inhabitant with whom we had any conver-

fation on the fubjeft ; mofl: of thefe having attended the external cere-

monies, without fliewing any other figns than thofe of perfe6l approba-

tion ; and the whole bufinefs having been condufted by the king and his

advifers with great ft^eadinefs, and in the moft ferious manner, left me no

doubt of the fmcerity of their intentions to abide ftridly by their en-

gagement.

This tranfaftion mufl; ever be confidered, under all the attendant cir-

cumftances, as of a peculiar nature; and will ferve to (hew that man,

even in this rude uncultivated ftate, will not, except from apprehenfion

or the moft: preflTrng neceflity, voluntarily dehver up to another his legi-

timate rights of territorial jurifdi6lion.

With refpeft to aftronomical obfervations whilft at Karak.ikooa, our

attention had been principally diredled to the rates and errors of the

chronometers; thefe on being landed the 21ft of January, 1794, Ihewed

Vol. III. I the
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20.r°

204

204

8' 45'

26

1

the longitude by Kendall's to be - -

Arnold's No. 14, -

Ditto 176, . - , ,

The true longitude of Karakakooa being 204", fhews

their refpetlive errors ; by which Kendall's chronometer

was at noon on the igth of february, 1794, fall of mean

time at Greenwich, - - , - 3"* 3°'
1
7" 59'

And, by twcnty-fix days correfponding altitudes, was

found to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of

Arnold's No, 14, fall of mean time at Greenwich, as

above, . . _ . .

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of

Arnold's No. 176, fall of mean time at Greenwich, as

above, - . _ . .

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of

Arnold's No. 82, on board the Chatham, faft of mean

time at Greenwich, as above, - - - 8 25 53 59
And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 35 25

The latitude, by twenty-one meridional altitudes of the fun, and three

meridional altitudes of the ftars, varying from 19° 27' 27" to 19° 28' 27",

and diifering 20" from the mean refult of the obfervations made in the

month of march, 1793, fhewed by the mean refult of both years obfer-

vations, the latitude to be 19' 28' 2".
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CHAPTER II.

16

Quit Karakakooa—Vifit Tyahtatooa and Toeaigh bays—Some defcription of

the anchorage at thofe places—Examine the northern fides of Mowee,

Woahoo, and Attowai—Obfervations on tlie anchorage at Attowai and

Onehow—Leave the Sandmch iJJands.

AFTER

IN OTHING now remained to detain us in Karakakooa bay, the memora-

ble fpot where Captain Cook unfortunately fell a facrifice to his undaunted

and enterprifing fpirit. Notwithftanding it had, in that melancholy in-

ftance, proved fatal to one of the moft illuftrious navigators that the world

ever produced, yet to us it had proved an afylum, where the hofpita-

ble reception, and friendly treatment were fuch as could not have been

furpaffed by the moft enlightened nation of the earth. The unremitted

attention in the fuperior clafles, to preferve good order, and infure the

faithful difcharge of every fervice undertaken by the fubordinate defcrip-

tion of the people, produced an uniform degree of refpeft in their de-

portment, a cheerful obedience to the commands they received, and a

ftrift obfervance and conformity to fair and honeft dealing in all their

commercial intercourfe. Excepting in the inftances of the table knives,

the centinel's cartridge-box, and a few others of little moment, occafi-

oned, very probably, by our want of difcretion in leaving irrefiftible

temptations in their way, we had little to complain of; and fuch circura-

ftances of this nature as did occur, ought only to be confidered as re-

fleftions on the particular individuals concerned, and not as generally

chara6leriftic of the whole people.
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All our frieiids were prepared to attend us ; fome were on board, and

others were in their canoes, ready to follow the fhip as foon as (he got

under fail. This was effe6led about three in the morning of wednefday.

Accompanied by the Chatham, we direfted our courfe, with a light

land breeze, clofe along the (hore, toward Tyahtatooa bay ; the morn-

ing was delightfully pleafant, and the furrounding objefts, whilft they at-

trafted our attention, excited alfo our admiration. The country which,

as we pafled, rofe with a gradual afcent from the fea (hore, feemed to

be in a high ftate of cultivation, and was interfperfed with a great num-

ber of extenfive villages ; whilft our numerous companions on the fur-

face of a ferene tranquil ocean, fanned by a gentle breeze, to which fome

fpread their fails, and the reft kept up with us by leifurely paddling along,

added confiderable beauty to the interefting fcene, and exhibited, by this

numerous population, that wealth which the improved ftate of this part

of the ifland fo ftrongly indicated. About eight o'clock we anchored

in Tyahtatooa bay, in 1 5 fathoms water, fand and rocky bottom.

According to Mr. Meares's account of Mr. Douglas's voyage, this place

is reprefented as equal, if not fuperior, to Karakakooa, for fecure an-

chorage ; but to us it app ared in a very different point of view, as it is

formed by a fn.'all bend only in the general direftion of the coaft, fcarce-

ly deferving the name of a bay. Its northernmoft point from us bore

by compafs n. 69 w. ; the village called Ane-oo-rooa, being the neareft

fliore, N. 30 E., about half a mile diftant ; and the point of Kowrooa

s. 22 E. The ftation we had taken was as clofe to the land as we could

with prudence lie, and the bottom, in all direftions where we founded,

was a mixture of rocks and fand. A confiderable fwell rolled in from

the weftward, and by the beaten appearar. e of the rocks that chiefly com-

pofed the fhore, this appeared to be in general the cafe ; and for that

reafon not a very eligible refting ^)hce for ftiipping. It however poflef-

fcs an advantage with refpeft to landing, fuperior to Karakakooa. This

convenience is prodivced by the jutting out of two points ; between thefe

is a fmall cove, defended by fome rocks lying before it, which break the

violence of the furge, and render the communication with the (hore very

commodious. The landing is on a fandy beach, before a grove of cocoa

nut.
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nut, bread Iruit, and other trees, in the midft of whicli the village is

fituated. Towards the fouth part of this cove is a fpring, which rofe very

rapidly from amongft fome rocks that are generally covered with

the fea water; but when this is low, which is fometimes the cafe, it is

found to produce a ftream of excellent frefh water; and there can be no

doubt, by ufing proper means, that its current might be diverted, and

made fubfcrvient to the domeftic ufe of the neighbourhood, and to veffels

refitting at Karakakooa, without their being under the necelfity of fub-

mitting to the tardy procefs we were compelled to adopt; efpecially as

the diftance between the two places is only ten miles.

The fouthern bafe of mount Worroray forms thefe fhores. This

mountain, with Mowna Kaah, and Mowna Roa, form each a large mafs

of elevated land, of which the ifland chiefly confifts, though mount Wor-
roray is the fmalleft.

Accompanied by Tamaahmaah, fome of the officers, and feveral of

the chiefs, I vifited the royal refidence at this place ; which confifted of

three of the neateft eonftrufted houfes we had yet feen ; but not having

been conftantly inhabited for fome time pad, they were not in good re-

pair. This habitation of the king, like that at Karakakooa, was in the

neighbourhood of a grand moral., clofe to the fea fide. The moral was

the mod complete ftruflure of the kind, and kept in the greateft order

and repair, of any that had fallen under our obfervation. It was deco-

rated with feveral ftatues, or idols, carved out of the trunks of large

trees, and meant to imitate the human form ; but they were the moft

gigantic and ppepofterous figures that can be imagined.

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we returned on board to dinner, which

was purpofely ordered of beef and mutton, to give all the chiefs an idea

of the value of the animals I had imported, as articles of food ; our party

was numerous, and they unanimoufly agreed that both were excellent.

The beef, though falted, feemed to have the preference in their opinion
;

the mutton was by moft confidered to be very funilar in its tafte to the

flefli of their dogs, which they very highly efteeni. The general opinion

was taken by vote on the fuperior excellence of mutton to dog's flefli,

and

February,
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'TOi' and the preference was decided in favor of mutton, only by the caftine

i_ .- ' voice of Tainaahmaah.

I was very anxious to qnit this ftation, which is fituated in latitude

iP'SJi' l^n^'f^ifJc' 203° 54^', led the rocky bottom (hould damage our

cables ; but light breezes from the fea, fucceeded by calms, prevented

our moving until midnight, when, with a gentle breeze from the fhore,

we proceeded flowlv along the coafl to the northward.

Tliuifdays;. j^ the forenoon of the 27th, we had a light breeze from the weflward

;

with this we fleered for the anchorage at Toeaigh, but a ftrong current

fetting to tlic (butli-wellward, we approached it very flowly ; the wea-

ther however was fair and pleafant, and the objefts about us were cheer-

ful and entertaining, notwithftanding the adjacent fhores were uninte-

refling, being chiefly compofed of volcanic matter, and producing only

a few detached groves of cocoa nut trees, with the appearance of little

cultivation, and very few inhabitants. The deficiency of the population

on ftiore was amply compenfated by the number of our friends that ac-

companied us afloat in canoes of all defcriptions ; thefe fl;ill preferving

the fame orderly behaviour and cheerful good humour, our change of

fituation was fcarcely perceivable, as the fame fociability and friendly in-

tercourfe continued which had exifl;ed at Karakakooa.

As this evening was to be devoted to an appointed taboo that would

continue until the morning of the ift of march, the king and the refl; of

our friends went on fhore for the purpofe of attending their religious

duties. The weather in the evening being fqually, with variable winds

and alternate calms, gave me reafon to believe it very probable that we

fhould not reach our deft;ination before it was dark ; on intimating this to

Tainaahmaah, he promifed to have a light placed in fuch a fituation, as

would conduft us to it with fafety.

Friday 28. It was not however until near four the next morning that we gained

foundings, when we anchored in 30 fathoms water, fandy bottom. After

it was day-light we removed to the befl; anchorage in this bay, whofe

north-weft point bore by compafs n. 36W., and the moral, n. 68e.;

this is a confpicuous objeft, and a good leading mark to this anchorage

;

it is fituated on a barren eminence to the fouthward of the village, and

3 ^s
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is to be kept in a line with a fmall faddlc hill, on the eaftern land dc-

fcending from the higher parts, over the village of Tocaigh, on the north

fide of this fpacious open bay. Its fouth point deftending gradually from

Worroray, and forming a low point, bore by conipals s. 31 w.; within

tliis point on the rifing land are fome elevated hummocks ; the third of

thcfe, from the point forming a kind of faddlc hill in a line with a low,

projecting, black, rocky point, in the middle of die bay, bearing s. 22 w.,

is a further direftion, and a crofs mark for this anchorage ; from whence

the watering place lies s. 79 e., a mile and a half dillant. The fummit

of Mowna-kaah alfo bore by compafs s. 68 e.; Mov/na Roa, s. 33 E.;

and Worroray, s. i^w. In this fituation the depth of water was 25 fa-

thoms, the bottom a ftiff" clay, and good holding ground ; incommoded

by the patch of rocky bottom, ftated on our former vifit to be at the

depth of 10 fathoms only; but on a more minute fearch, this was now

difcovered to fhoal fuddenly, and the depth to decreafe to 7, 4, and 3
fadioms, about the fourth of a mile to the fouth-weftward of the ftation

we had taken ; and confequently to be a very great inconveniency to the

roadftead, which at beft, in my opinion, is but a very indifferent one; be-

ing iutirely expofcd to the norih-wefl winds, and the weflern oceanic

fwell, which beats with great violence on the reefs that encompafs the

(hores. Thefe reefs ftretch out a mile or upwards, leaving between them

and the land a narrow? channel, that affords comfortable and commodi-

ous landing for fmall boats and canoes ; but the landing is at too great

a diftance from the place of anchorage to allow of prote6ling any de-

barkation from the (hip.

The only circumdances that feem to render this a dcfirable flopping

place, are the run of ^vrater, which however does not conftantly flow;

and the probability of procuring refrefhments, from its contiguity to the

fertile, and populous weflern part of the diflrift of Koaarra, and the

plains of Whymea, lying behind the land that conftitutes this part of

the fea coall.

The country rifes rather quickly from the fea fide, and, fo far as it

could be feen on our approach, had no very promifing afpe6t; it forms a

kind of glacis, or inclmed plane in front of the mountains, immediately

behind

I'\:bru,irv.
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behind which the plains of Whymca are ftatcd to commence, which are

reputed to be very rich and produ6live, occupying a (pace of feveral

miles in extent, and winding at the foot of thefe three lofty mountains

far into the country. In this valley is a great traft of luxuriant, natural

pafture, whither all the cattle and fheep imported by me were to be

driven, there to roam unrcftrained, to " increale and multiply" far from

the fight of Grangers, and confequently Icfs likely to tempt the inhabi-

tants to violate the facred promife they had made; the obfervance of

which, for the time flipulated in their interdiction, cannot fail to render

the extirpation of thefe animals a talk not eafiiy to be accomplilhed.

This day being devoted to their holy rites, the king, with all the pro-

vincial chiefs, remained in facred retirement. The fame caufe operated

to deprive us of the fociety of our other vifitors, particularly the females,

who are on no account permitted to be afloat on thefe occafions.

The next morning the king, with all our friends, were again about the

veffels. In the courfe of the day a further proof of the liberality of

Tamaahmaah's difpofition was given, by his prefenting us with near an

hundred hogs of the largc/l fize, and as great a quantit) of vegetables as

both veffels could well difpofe of; with offers of a further fupply if

thefe were infufficient.

It was my intention to have failed with the land wind in the evening,

but Tatnaahmaah pointing out that fince thurfday his engagements on

ftiore had totally deprived him of our fociety ; firfl by his attendance on

their religious ceremonies, and afterwards in procuring and fending us

the fupplies we required ; and foliciting, at the fame time, in the mofl

earnefl manner, that the laft day fhould be dedicated to the enjoyment

of each other's company, I was induced to remain the following day, to

prove to him that there was no indulgence in my power, compatible

with my duty, that I would not grant, in return for the friendfhip and

regard he had on all occafions manifefted towards us, and that in the

moft princely and unlimited manner.

The fucceeding day was confequently pafTed in recei\ ing farewell vifits,

and making farewell acknowledgments to our numerous friends ; who all

expreffed
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cxprefled the high fati.sfaflion they had experienced during our refi-

dence aniongft them, and the deep regret they felt at our departure

from the illand ; after which they were feen to fteal away gently and

reluftantly from a fccne that had afforded them fo many valuable ac-

quirements, and fo much pleafing entertainment. By fun-fet nearly the

whole group was difperfed in the feveral direftions to which their incli-

nations or necefhties led. The occurrences of this day did not pafs over

without producing fome impicffions on our fenfibility, from the repeated

ardent folicitations that we would come back to them again, and from

the undifguifed fincerity of the wifhes and prayers that were offered up

for our future happinefs and profperity.

As our departure was to take place with the firfl breeze from the land,

Tamaahmaah and his queen, unwilling to take leave until the very lall

moment, remained on board until near midnight, when they departed,

with hearts too full to exprefs the fenfations which the moment of fepara-

tion produced in each ; with them their honefl and judicious counfeliors

Young and Davis returned to the fhore. The good fenfe, moderation,

and propriety of conduft in thefe men, daily increafed their own rcfpec-

tability, and augmented the cfteem and regard, not only of the king

and all his friends, but even of thofe who were profeffedly adverfe to

the exifting government, and who confequently were at firfl inimical to

their intereft.

As it was a great uncertainty, whether we fhould or fhould not return

again to thefe iflands, I had given thefe two worthy charafters their

choice of taking their paffage with me to their native country, or of

remaining on the ifland in the (lime fituation which they had fo long

filled with credit to themfelves, and with fo much fatisfaftion to the

king and the reft of the principal people. After mature confidera-

tion, they preferred their prefent way of life, and were defirous of con-

tinuing at Owhyhee ; obfei \ ing, that being deftitute of refources, on their

return home, (which, however, they ipoke of in a way that did honor to

their hearts and underftandings) they muft be again cxpofed to the viciffi-

tudes of a life of hard labour, for the purpofe of merely acquiring a pre-

carious fupply of the moft common neceffaries of life ; objeds /hich, for
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feme years paft, had not occafioned them the lead concern. Nor was

it probable that they would be liable hereafter to any fort of inconve-

nience in thofe refpefts ; for, befides the high rc.,uiation, and univerfal

good opinion they had acquired amongft all clalles of the inhabitants,

they were now confidercd in the light of chiefs, and each of them pof-

fefled a confiderable landed property. Here they lived happily, and in

the greatefl plenty ; and, to their praife be it fpokcn, the principal ob-

jc£l they feemed to have in view was, to correal by gentle means the

vices, and encourage by the moft laudable endeavours the virtues, of

thefe iflanders ; in this meritorious undertaking they had evidently made

fome progrefs, and there are rcafonable grounds to believe, that, by fteadi-

ly purfuing the fame line of conduft, it will in time have a due influence

on the general chara6ler of thefe people. From us they received every

attention that could ferve to raife them in the eftimation of the natives

;

and fuch an affortment of ufeful articles for promoting their comforts,

as it was in our power to afford.

Our faithful (hipmate Tereliooa, who, to the laft moment, condu6ted

himfelf with the greateft integrity and propriety, was alfo left very ad-

vantageoufly fituated, under the proteftion of the king and his old maf-

ter Kahowniotoo, with a large aflbrtment of ufeful implements, and or-

namental articles ; and being firmly attached to Young and Davis, to

whom he could be very ufeful, and who had it in their power to ferve

him in return, his future profpefts in life feemed to have been much im-

proved by his excurfions in the Difcovery, of which he feemed very

fenfible, and which he gratefully acknowledged.

Thus concluded our tranfaftions at Owhyhee, to which we bad

adieu about three in the morning of monday the 3d of march, very

highly indebted for our reception, and the abundant refrefhments we
had procured. Thefe elTential comforts I fhould have entertained-

no doubt would, in future, have been adminiftered to all vifitors who
fhOuId conduft themfelves with common honefty and proper decorurh,

had we not left behind us a banditti of renegadoes, that had quitted dif-

ferent trading vefTels in confequence of difputes with their refpeftive*

commanders, who had reforted to this ifland fince the preceding year,

under
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under American or Port uguel'c colours. Amongft them was one Poi-

tJguefe, one Chinefe, and one Genotlt-, but all ilie rcll appeared to be

the fubjcMs of Great Britain, as feemed alfo the major part of the crew

of the brig Wafliington, although they called thcmfelvcs Americans.

'I'hefe latter perfons, in the chara6tcr of failors, amounting to fix or fe-

ven in number, had taken up their abode with different cliicis of fome

power and confequence, who (.flecmed thefe people as great acquifitions,

from their knowledge of hre-arms ; but as no one of them could produce

any teflimonials of their former good condutl, or even make out a plau-

liblc charatler for himfelf or his comrades, it is much to be appre-

hended they mav be the means of creating intcHine commotions, by in-

citing the jealoufy, and furthering the ambitious views of the haughty

chiefs, with whom they arc rcfident. Their machinations to the preju-

dice of the exifting government, however, will prove inefifefclual, unlefs

they fhould be able to elude the watchful attention of Young and Davii

,

who are both well aware of the danger they ought to be prepared to

meet ; and whofe fidelity to Tamaalnnanh, I had every reafon to believe,

was not of a nature to be fliaken by the mofl flattering temptations.

That thefe apprehenfions were well founded I could not entertain the

leafl doubt; for foon after my arrival ft Owhyhee, I received, by Young,

a letter from Mr.William Brown, commanding the Butterworth of Lon-
don, complaining heavilv of a fimilar fet of vagabonds, refiding at Woa-
hoo and at Attowai, who had, at the latter place, taken up arms in fupport

of an inferior chief, againft the authority of 7 aw and Titeeree, the fove-

reigns of that ifland ; and had fo far forgotten their allegiance, and the

rules which humanity, juftice. and common honclly prefcribe, as to con-

cert, with the natives of Attowai, a plan for die capturing of an Ame-
rican brig, called the Hancock. This was to have been effeded by fcut-

tling her under water, which would induce the crew to fuppofe fhe

had fprung a very bad leak; when thefe renegadoes were to advife

her being hauled on fhore, for the purpofe of faving from her as much
as poflible ; and when in this Htuation, fiie would be completely in the

power, and at the difpofal, of the natives. But, happily for thofe in the

veffel, although ihe was near finking, in confequence of a hole cut in

K 2 her
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her counter by fome unknown hand, the reft of ilie diaboHcal fchenae

was dctc6led before the contrivers had time or opportunity to carry it

into execution, and by the exertions of the crew the vellel was faved.

Mr. Brown flated further, that by the bad advice, and far worie ex-

ample, of thci'e people, the natives of moft of the leeward iflands had

arrived at fuch a degree of daring infolence, as rendered any com:-

munication with them from fmall vefiels, or even anchoring near the

fhores, higiily dangerous ; and that l-.e trufted it might be within the limits

©f my authority to take from thelc iflands fuch improper and dangerous

affociates.

I reprefented in the ftrongeft terms to Tamaahmaah, all the bad con«

fequences that were likely to refult from thofe people remaining on

Owhyhee ; but na arguments could prevail upon him, or the chiefs,

to deliver them up. Their knowledge in the ufe and management of

fire-arms, made their fervices of fuch importance, that it was. evident

nothing but compulfion would have any effefl ; and to have reforted to

fuch a meafure, in which I was by no means certain how far I fhould

be juftifiable, would neceffarily have produced a breach, and deftroyed

that harmony which we had taken fo much pains to eftablifh, and care

to preferve. In addition to which, thefe people were ftated to- poffefs

landed property in the ifland, and to have conformed to the laws, both

civil and religious. Nor had any fpecific charge been exhibited againfl

the feven failors living on Owhyhee, like that produced by Mr. B-rown

againft thofe at Attowai and Woahoo.

With Kavahe.eroo alfo refided a perfon by the name of Howell, who
had come to Owhyhee in thecapacity of a clerk on board the Walhing-

ion ; he appeared to pofTefs a good underftanding, with the advantages

of an univerfity education, and had been once a clergyman in England,

but had now fecluded himfelf from European fociety : to that with

Young, Davis, and Boid, there were now eleven white men on the ifland

;

but, excepting from thefe latter, I much fear that our Owhyhean friends

will have little reafon to rejoice in any advantages they will receive from

iheir new civilized companions.

To
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To

To Young and Davis I delivered Aich teftimonials of their good con- »J.'^?'

duft as I confidered them fully intitled to, for the purpofc of fecuring to y^ i->—

them the refpc6l and confidence of future vifitors, who would be warned

by them of the fnares and dangers they were liable to, from the evil-dif-

poled, civilized or favage inhabitants of the countr)'.

The land wind blew faintly, and our progrefs from Owhyhce was fo

flow, that an opportunity was afforded to a few fmall canoes from the

Ihores of Koaarra to vifit us as we pafled ; but we did not recognize

any of the chiefs, or our former acquaintances. Towards noon the fea

breeze reached us, with which we flood to windward, in order to pafs

to the north of the eafl point of Mowee ; this engaged our time until

after noon on the following day, when we bore away along the north Tuerday4.

fide of that ifland.

In this route we fell in with the fouth-eafl fide of Mowee, near to

the flation where our furvey had commenced the preceding year ; and

in beating round the weflern part of the ifland, which does not termi-

nate in a projecting point, but forms a large rounding promontory, we
very anxioufly looked out for the harbour mentioned by Captain King,

as reported by the natives to exifl in that neighbourhood ; but nothing

was feen that could warrant fuch a reprefentation, excepting two fmall

open coves, fituated on each fide of the eaflern extremitv of the ifland

;

thefe, anfwering all the purpofes of the inhabitants with their canoes»

probably induced them to fuppofe that fuch accommodations were all

we required. Off this eaflern extremity, which, according to our ob-
fervations, is fituated in latitude 20° 4/jf , longitude 203" 58', and bearing
by compafs from the north-wefl point of Owhyhee n. 7 w., at the dif.

tance of 9 leagues, lies a fmall iilet, M'ith fome rocks between it and the
fhore. To the north of this iflet is a remarkably elevated hummock,
rifing almoft perpendicularly from the fea, but gradually defcending in a
flope in land

; it was covered with a pleafing verdure, and occupied by
leveral houfes, but defhtuie of trees or flirubs. 1 he adjacent country^
which was moderately elevated, prefcnted a fertile appearance, and feemcd
to be thickly inhabited, as far back as the foot of thofe mountains tJiat

compofe the eaflern part of the ifland. As we pafled this rounding pro-^

montor\'
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'7:v montorv, fome detached rocks were noticed lyin^ about Haifa hiiic

v^ -v— mt from the fhore, along which we failed at a diftance from two to four miles,

and found it a little indented, and chiefly compofed of deep rugged

cliffs.

The wind being light, enabled a few of the natives to vifit us during

the afternoon, but they had little with them to difpofe of; in the evening

they returned home, and at dark we hauled off the fhore in order to

Wedncf. 5. preferve our ftation for continuing our furvey. The next tnorning we

again ftood in for the land, paffmg the deep bay that bounds the north-

ern fide of the iflhmus, which connefts the two lofty ranges of moun-

tains that form the ifland of Mowee. A very heavy furf beat on the low

fandy fhores of the ba)-, from whence a few of the natives, as ill appoint-

ed for barter as the former, paid us a vifit.

From tliefe people we underftood that Titeeree was at Woahoo, and

that Jaio was at Morotoi ; but that Namakanna, who in the abfence of

Titeeree had been left in charge of the government, accompanied by three

or four other chiefs and fome inferior people, were unfortunately in a

houfe that contained the major part of the gunpowder Ttteeree poilhiYed,

when it took fire and blew up. By this accident Namuf.anna, with two

other chiefs and fome of the people, had been killed, and all the red

had been very badly wounded. This houfe appeared, by their account,

to have been appropriated by Titeeree as a magazine ; that the accident

had happened only a few days before our arrival, and that fome of the

perfons who had i>een hurt had fince died of their wounds.

A fine breeze from the n. k., with clear and pleafant weather, brought

us by noon up to the north-well point of Mowee. The obferved lati-

tude at this time was 21° 7', longitude 203° 23'. The point bore by

compafs s. 8 w., diftant four miles ; off this lie an iflet and (bme rocks,

at a fmall difianoc from the fliore, which is fteep and cliffy. Having

thus completed our intended furvey of Mowee, we flood o\er, and

brought to M'ithin about half a league of the norih-eafi point of Moro-

toi, in the expectation of feeing l^aio ; for M'hom, as well as for Titeeree,

1 had referved fome fheep, for eflablifliing the breed in each of the

iflands. Taio^ wc had upderflood, rcfided fome where herfabonts, and

feme
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'ome of the natives who came off to us repeated this inuiii'ieiicc, but .794-

added that the day being taboo poory, it was inipoffible \vc fhoulu re- <

—

~^—

v

ceive a vifit from him.

We continued nearly ftationaiy for three hours, in the I^iopc of ob-

taining fome vegetables, but none were to be procured ; at five we made

fail, and as the Chatham the preceding year had examined the north fide

of this ifland, our courfe was direflcd for the north-eaft fide of Woahoo;

which at day-light the fucceeding morning bore by compafs from v/. to Thurfdayt.

s. 27 w., and Morotoi, from s. 32 e. to S.45E. We continued our

furvey from what we had formerly examined on the fouthcrn part of this

fide of the ifland, and fhortly after noon we pafled its norili point ; which,

according to our obfervations, is in latitude 21** 42^', longitude 202° 1';

the former being three miles further fouth, and the latter fourteen miles

further weft, than the fituation of that point as laid down by Captain

King; our prefent furvey however, correfpondfd with our former obfer-

vations, as to the pofition of the fouih-eall point of Woahoo ; and made

this fide of the ifland four miles longer than Captain King's delineation?

and agreed better with our eftimated diftance between Woahoo and At-

towai. In ever)' other refpe6l our examination confirmed the remarks of

Captain King ; excepting, that in point of cultivation or fertility, the

country did not appear in fo flourifliing a fi:ate, nor to be fo numeroufly

inhabited, as he reprefentcd it to have been at that time, occafioned mofl

probably by the conftant hoftiik .rs that had exiftcd T ce that period.

My intentions were to have iU'pped near the run of water off which

the Refolution and Difco\'=ry had ;inchored, called by the natives Why-
mea, and rendered memorable ?/ the fatal cataftrophe that had awaited

the commander and the aPronomer of the Djedalus. Here I was in

expeftation of procuring au interview with Titeeree, who we had been

informed was then in thi'> iteighbourhood ; but learning from a few of

the inhabitants, who vifited us in a ftr.all, fhabby, fingle canoe, that he

was gone to Whyteete, and there being at this time a very heavy north-

wefl; fwell that broke inceffantly, and with great violence, on all the adja-

cent (hores, to which from their greatly t xpofed fituation they feemed

very liable; and having alfo finiflied our furvry ; we quitted Woahoo, and

directed
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dircclcd our courfe towards the norlh-eaft part of Attowai, which at

day-light in the morning bore by compafs from N.84W, to s. 40W,
As ^^•e approached its fiiores, the fame influence was felt from a north-

erly current, as we had before experienced ; but the wind being to the

fouthward, it did not prevent our pafling to the north of the ifland,

which, at noon, bore by compafs from s. 75 w. to s. 25E.; and the

north-eaft extremity of the ifland, extending from the forked hill men-

lioned on our laft vifit hither, s. 13 e., diftant three miles and a half. In

this fituation theobferved latitude was 2?,° 15', longitude 200° 36'. Here

w^e rejoined the American brig Waftaington, which had failed with m
from Karakakooa, but had direfted her courfe to the fouthward of the

lilands, for Whyteete in Woahoo, where fhe had remained five days.

Amongft other articles that Mr. Kendrick had procured whilft there,

was eighty pounds weight of very fine bees wax, that had drifted by the

fea on to the fhores of that ifland, and had very recently been picked up

by the natives ; and I now underflood that fome pieces had alfo been

procured from the natives of the other iflands by Mr. Kendrick, who in

a great meafure confirmed the account contained in Mi. Brown's letter

to me, of the very improper condu6l of the merchant feamen who had

deferted, or otherways quitted the veflels to v/hich they had belonged, iov

the purpofe of refiding amongfl; thefe iflanders. In this number were

fome whom he had formerly left at Attowai, but he now feeraed to

be determined that thev fliould no longer remain on that ifland.

The wind during the afternoon was light and variable, confcquenlly

we made little progrefs. In the courfe of the day we procured a fmall

fupply of hogs, yams, and vegetables. At fun-fet a fmall iflet lying

near the (hore, and fituated from the north-eafl point of the ifland

N.55W., fix miles and a half diftant, bore by compafs S.33W., about

two miles from us, and the fliores of the ifland, v.'hich are alternately

cliffs and beaches, bore from s. 50 e. to s. 71 w.

The night was paffed as ufual in prefcrving our ftation, and ia the

s^iturday 8. moming we again Hood iii for the land; about eight o'clock we were off"

a fmall deep bay ; its eail point lies from the above iflet weft, diftant four

miles

;

'^
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miles; this bav i.>^ nearly half a leacjue wide, .ivA about the fame depth; .'/"'•

but being expofed to the violence of the noiii'.-\ve{lerly winds, and the < y—

„

oceanic fwell, is inehgible for (hipping, and therefore we did not examine

it further; but continued our route with a fine breeze from tb.e K.r..

at the diftance of about two miles from tlie Ihore, palling fome rocks and

breakers, that extend a fmall diftance from the wcil point of the ba\-;

where the coaft. of Attowai allunie.? a \cry rugged and romantic appear-

ance, rifing fuddenly to lofty abrupt cliffs, that jet out into a variety oi

fleep, rugged, rocky points, apparently dcilifute of both foil and ver-

dure, but terminating nearly in uniform even fummits. on which, a>

Vvcll as in the vailics or chafms that were formed between the points, '..-ere

fmall patches of lively green that produced a very fingular efiech 'i'his

fort of coafl continued to the north-welt point of the ifland. As we ap-

proached this point, the regular trade wind being intercepted bv thefc

lofty fhores, we were retarded, by light variable breezes, and were fre-

quently becalmed. At noon the obferved latitude was 2 2" 12', longitude

200° lo-j-'. The ifland of Onehow bore by compafs from s.g.i \v. i(t

S.44W.; Oreehooa, s. 51 \v.: and Attowai, from K.78K. to s.91.;

its north-wefl point being the neareft Ihore, s. 37 n.. dillant three miles.

From this pomt tiie country affumed a very different afpecl; it de-

fcended fuddenly from the mountains, and terminat(-d in a low fandy

fliore, fomewhat diverfified by eminences, and a few fcaiieicil habitations,

but wearing a fteril and defolate appearance.

In the afternoon we were favored with a gentle northerly breeze, which

by fun-fet brought us to the wefl point of the ifland, fituated, according

to our obfc-\'ations, in latitude 22° .}', longitude 200" 10'; off which

extends a reef of rocks, about half a mile from the fliore.

Having now completed the furvey of Attowai, we met the regular

trade wind, with, which we fl^ood to windward for vVhvmea ba\-, in that

ifland ; where, at nine the next morning, we anchored in 23 fathoms, SmuUv 9.

foft bottom, and moored with a cable each way ; the points of the bay
bore by com[iars N. 77 vv. to s. 65 k : the river s. 35 i:., diftant half a

league. Here we again met the Wafhingtou ; Mr. Kcndriek, ha\-ing

beaten round the eafl end of the ifland, had arrived two dnvs before us.

V'oi. III. L Our
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Our arrival was foon known, and we were early vifited by many of

our former friends and acquaintances. Amongfl the number were the

two young women I had brought from Nootka and fettled here ; dur-

ing our late abfence they had been treated with great kindnefs and civi-

lity, yet they were both very apprehenfive that, on our finally quit-

ting thefe fcas, the attentive behaviour they had hitherto experienced

would be difcontinued. I however embraced the firft opportunity of

obtaining from all the principal chiefs the mod folemn aflurances of the

contrary.

We found Enemo, who had now changed his name to Wakea, ftill alive,

and though in a fomewhat better ftate of health than when we laft left

him, he was yet in. a moR deplorably emaciated condition.

Since our late departure, Enemo had attempted 10 acquire the fupreme

authority in the government of thefe iflands, independent of Titeeree and

Taio. To effeft this objeft he liad been aflPifled by Mr. Kendrick's peo-

ple, and the reft of the l^uropean and American rcnegadoes ; in whofe

fiipport and knowledge in the ufe of fire-arms he had placed the great-

ell reliance, and had been induced to declare and confider his indepen-

dency as certain. Thefe proceedings foon reached the ear of Titeeree,

who fent a chief and a party of men to inquire into the caufe of fo fud-

den an alteration, and to know if it were countenanced by the chiefs

and people of the ifland, amongll whom the regent had not been confi-

dcred as very popular. But the intentions of thefe unfortunate people

being fuppofedtobe hoftile to the intereftor views q( Enemo, they were

met as they approached the fliore, and, without any previous inquiry

into the nature of their errand, were oppofed by a fmall party of

Enenio^ adherents conduced by the renegadoes, who, with their muf-

kets drove them with great flaughter from the ifland, and purfued them

m their fliglu unti' 'hey left very few to relate the unfortunate iffue of

their embafi , to Titeeree; and the untimelv fate of thofe who had fallen,

to their inquiring relations and friends. This melancholy event would

iiot, nioft proi)ably, have happened, had not thefe ftrangers advifed and

affifted in the perpetration of this diabolical and unprovoked barbarity

;

m extenuation of which they plead, that dicy were compelled to a6t this

favage
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favage part in order to preferve the good opinion of and keep themfelves

in favor with, the chief

The Butterworth arriving at Woahoo fhortly after the return of this

unfortunate expedition, Titeeree folicitcd Mr. Brown to take him to At-

towai for the purpofe of cffcdting, in an amicable wa)', an accommoda-

tion with this rebellious chief With this Mr. Brown complied, and after

an explanatory interview on board his fhip, all matters were compro-

mifed to the mutual fatisfa6lion of both parties ; and fnice that period

the ifland has enjoyed tranquillity, though it Hill remained under the

government of Enemo as regent.

But to return. We received an early vifit from Entmo and Tamooerne,

accompanied only by a few chiefs, but by a great number of women,

who were, for the mod part, of fome confequencc, and attendants on his

court. From the regent and prince I received a prefent of a few in-

different hogs, though, according to their affertions, they were fome of

the befl on the ifland. The flock of thefe animals, they fiid, by die great

demand from the trading veffels for them for fome time pafl, had been

much reduced ; and judging from the fmall number that were brought for

fale, we had no reafon to difcredit their information. A fupply of vege-

tables was what we had principally depended upon procuring here, and in

this expeftation it appeared we were likely to be more fuccefsful ; though

the yams, by far the befl fpecies for fea (lore, were alfo very fcarce.

During the afternoon the trade wind blew a very flrong gale ; it mo-
derated for a few hours in the evening, but in the night was attended by
heavy gufls from the n.n.e. A continuance of tiMs weather, although it

did not prevent, much retarded the natives, in their paflage from the Ihore

to the fhips with the fupplies we required, until the afternoon of the

11th; when it becoming more moderate, I paid my refpcfts to tiie re-

gent at his refidence on fliore, ni confequencc of an invitation to an
evening amufement, which, from die dticription of it by tlie natives, was
very different from thofe I had before attended.

Having been difappoiiited in feeing either Titeeree or Taio, I took this

opportunity of depofiting with Enevio the breeding flieep I had intend-

ed lor thole chiefs ; giving him to underftand, that in proport'on as they
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
multiplied they were to be diflributed amongft the other iilands ; and the

jHoduce ol ihein were put under the fame reflritlions as 1 liad exacted at

Owhyhec ; with all which, himfelf, and the chkli; then prefent, very

Icrioudy promifLd to Gomply.

On our arrival at the place of exhibition, we found the performers

aflembled, confilHng of a numerous throng, chiefly of women, who were

dreifed in their various coloured clothes, difpofed with a good effeft. The

entertainment confided of three parts, and was performed by three dd-

ferent parties, confilling of about two hundred women in each, who
ranged themfelves in five or fix rows, not flanding up, nor kneeling,

but rather fitting upon their haunches. One man only advanced a few

feet before the centre of the front row of the ladies, who feemed to be

the hero of the piece, and, like a flugal man, gave tone and a6tion to

the entertainment. In this fituation and poflure they exhibited a varie-

ty of geflures, almoft incredible for the human body fo circumftanced to

perform. The whole of this numerous group was in fuch perfe6l unifon

of voice and action, that it were impoflTible, even to the bend of a fin-

ger, to have difcerned the leaft variation. Their voices were melodious,

and their aftions were as innumerable as, to me, they are undefcriba-

ble ; they exhibited great cal? and much elegance, and the whole was

executed with a degrc-c of corre6lne(s not eafily to be imagined. This

was particularly flriking in one part, where the performance inftantly

changed from a loud full chorus, and vafl agitation in the countenances

and geflures of the aftors, to the mofl profound filence and compo-

fure ; and inftcad of continuing in theii previous creft attitude, all fell

down as it were lifelefs, and in their fall buried themfelves under their

garments: conveying, in fome meafurc, the idea of a boifterous ocean

becoming fuddenly tranquillized by an inftant calm. The great diver-

fity of their figured drcfles on this occafion had a particularly good cfletl

;

the feveral other parts were conduftcd with the fame correftnefs and

unit'brmity, but were Icfs eafy to defcribc. There appeared to be much

variety and little repetition, not only in the acting of the refpeftive fets,

but in the whole of the three parts -, the performers in which, could not

amount tolels than iix hundred perfons. 'Vhis /joorah v/as completelv free

froi-»i
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from the difgu fling obfcenity exhibited in the former entertainments, which

I have before had occafion to notice. It was conducted through every

part with grrr.t life and vivacity ; and was, without exception, the moll

pkafiiigamufement of the kind we had fcen performed in the courfe of

the voyage.

The lpc£iators, who were as numerous as at Owhj-hec, were in tlicir

bed apparel, and all retired very peaceably after the clofe of the perfor-

mance, about the fetting of the fun.

All our friends feemed to be much gratified with the applaufe we had

bellowed, and the fatisfaftion we expreffed at the great (kill, dexterity,

and talte of the performers. This entertainment was flated to be in

compliment to the pregnancy of one of the regent's wives, and that it

would frequently be repeated until fhe was brought to bed ; which event

was expc6ied to take place in about three months.

In return for the amufement we had derived, we entertained the multi-

tude after it was dark in our way, by a difplay of fire works, which as

ullial were received with great furprize and admiration.

The weather being more fettled, on the following day we completed Wcdncf. 12;

our water; and having procured a few hogs, with a tolerable fupply of

vegetables, our intended departure was made known to the regent prince

and the reft of the chiefs; who, on receiving fuch prefents as their fervices

had demanded or the occafion required, all took their leave, (excepting

one or two who propofed to accompany us to Onehow,) with every ex-

prefiion of the mod friendly regard and attachment, and with repeated

folicitations for our fpeedy return.

For the purpofe of procuring a fea ftock of yams, which we were p-iven

to underfiand by the natives might be readily obtained at Onehow, we
quitted Aitowai in the morning of the 13th, and direfted our courfe to

that ifland.

By our feveral vifits to Attowai, we had found that the roadftead of

"Whymea was much confined in refpe^i of fafe anchorage ; for although the

Difcoverys cables had not been injured by a foul bottom, yet the Chat-
ham, in march 7792, when anchored in 30 fathoms water at only a

convenient diflance to the north-weft of the Difcovery, on a bottom of

fuft
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lot I nmd, had both her cabics much fretted and damaged by the rocks .

tlic bollom ; and not fur to the caftward of our caflcrnmoft anchor was

found dlfo a patch of rocky bottom, in fome ^liaces not deeper than 4

latlioms, though furrounded by a depth of from 30 to 40 fatlioms.

Akhough a fiiuation more convenient to the fiiorc, in a lefs depth of

water and with a muddy bottom, might have been taken within the

J3ircovery\s Ration, and is to be found by keeping the fleep banks of the

river not fliut in, butjufl; a httleopen; yet, from the baking patches of

rocks that have been found near the fame fort of bottom, it is evident

that great caution lliould be obferved to avoid thofe hidden dangers ;

wliH-h mav ferve to account for the cables of former veffels having been

cut through, without reforting to an operation which appears to me in-

credible, and I believe impofllblc to have been effctled.

It had been pofitivcly alfcrtcd, and I doubt not as poHtively believed,

that the natives were capable of diving to the depth of 40 fatJioms,

and there cutting through a twelve or fourteen inch cable ; they have

not only been fufpecled and accufed of accomplifliing this talk, but

have been fired upon by fome whofe cables have been fuppofed to be

thus injured; an ati not to be juflified by common humanity, or com-

mon fcnfe. Thefe people are however very expert fwimmers, and al-

rnoft as dexterous as fifh in the water, but their efforts are chiefly con-

»med to the furface ; though fome of them dive exceedingly well, yet they

are not capable of defcending to fuch a depth, or of remaining under

water a fufficicnt time to cut through a cable.

One of the bell divers of tlie country in Tamaahmaah's eflimation, I

faw endeavour at Karakakooa to recover a caulking iron that had been

dropped in 1 2 fathoms water ; and in order to induce his utmoft exer-

tion, a great reward was ofiered to him if he fucceeded; but after two

unfuccefsful attempts he was fo tired and exhaulled, that he was unable

to make a third trial then, though he promifed to renew his exertions the

next day ; tlie fame re\/avd was then again offered to him, but he could

not be prevailed upon to make another cfibrt, and the caulking iron

zemained at the bottom.

About
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About two m the afternoon we anchored off the weft fide of Onehow,

in 18 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom; the north-weft point of the

ifland bearing by compafs n. 25 f.., half a league diHant ; the nearcft

fnorc E.s.F.., about a mile and a quarter ; its weft point s. 15 r.. ; Ta-

hoorowa s. .]'] \v. ; and the outer part of the reef that extends from the

north-weft point of Onehow, n. 8 k.

In the evening, Mr. Puget, who I had direftcd to examine tlie nort!'

w.^ft fide of this illand, in the Chatham joined us, and acquainted mc

that the Chatham was vcrv crank.

We had now accompli d our furvey of the Sandwich iflands ; and

as our cxpeftations were ^^pointed in die promifed fupply of yams, in

the evening of the i.jth we took our leave of Onehow.

In the fituation where we had anchored, our cables had not received

any damage ; but the Chatham, at anchor near us, hooked a rock under

water, which engaged them fome time, and was with difficulty cleared

;

after great danger of lofing the anchor, as the cable was nearly chafed

through by the rocks. It is here neccffar.y to remark, that although

this ftation has been the general rendezvous of the feveral veftels that

have reforted hither, for the yams and other refrefhments that Onehow
once afforded, it is in all relpefts greatly inferior to the place of our

anchorage on our former vifit ; the bottom here being at a greater

depth, and very rocky, and the fituation open, and expofed to all the

violence of the north and north-weft winds, and the fwell of the ocean.

The other fituation is protefted from this inconvenience, with the addi-

tional advantages of a lefs depth of water, and a clear bottom of good

holding ground. It is not, however, quite fo central for the inhabi-

tants to bring the produce of the ifland to market ; but this is of little

importance, for when diey have any to difpbfe of the diftance is n&t

regarded by the;i.

At the anchoraf^e we had juft quitted, we left the Wafhington and
an American fhip called the Nancy ; the latter had arrived only a fliort

time before our departure ; and as it was natural to fuppofe that fiie

muft have recently quitted the civilized world, her approach produced
no fmall degree of anxiety in the hope of obtaining fome European in-

tcilii^ence.
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lelligcnce. But we were difappointed in thefe liopcs, as ihole on board

of her were as totally ignorant of tranfaclions there as ourrdves, hav-

ing been abfent from New York twenty-two months ; duriilg whieli

time they had been principally engaged at Falkland's iflands and Siateii

land, in collcfting feal (kins and oil. Not being fatisfu'd with their en-

deavours to the fouthward, they had repaired hither to procure provifion^

and refrefhments, with the intention of proceeding afterwards to tin-

coafl of North Weft America, in order to collerl furs, which they in\-

derftood were to be had there ; but, according to their own account, thev

neither knew what were the proper commodities, nor were they polfeftid

of any articles of traffic for obtaining fuch a cargo from the inhal)i-

tants of the feveral countries.

On failing from Onehow, I appointed cape Douglas ni Cook's river

our next place of rendezvous with the Chatham, in cale of leparation.

There I purpofed to re-commence our furvey of the coaft of North Wc it

America; and from thence to trace its boundary eaflward tocapeDeci-

fion, the point which is ftated to have terminated the pretended ancient

Spanifti difcoveries.

Having afcertaincd fatisfaftorily that there was not any extenfive na-

vigation eaftwardly, between the 30th and 56ih degrees of north latitude,

on this fide of the American continent, I was led to believe, that if any

fuch did exijf,, it would moft probably be found communicating with

Cook's ri\'er, up which I entertained no doubt of penetrating to a very

cotiliderable dillance ; and (liould we not be able to complete our refearches

in the cotirfe of the prefent feafon, we fhould at any rate, by this mode,

reduce the unexplored part of the coaft within very narrow limits. And

as the examination of Cook's river appeared to me to be the moft im-

portant, and I did not doubt would prove the moft laborious, part ot our

talk in the enfuing campaign, I was willing not to lofe any portion of

the approaching feafon, but to avail ourfelves of the whole of it, for the

fake oi" infuring, as far as was within our powers, a certainty in the ac-

compliniment of thatobjcft. For this purpofe I wiftied to be in readi-

nefs to commence the purfuit the inftant the fpring was fufficiently ad-

vanced



ROUND THE WORLD. 81

on boar;l

^cs, hav-

ikI SiaUMi

their t-ii-

>rovirv">ns

(Is to ill"

thev iin-

uint, thev

/ poircn'cil

If inhahl-

K)k'.s livci

reparation,

onh Weil

cape Deci-

icd ancient

tenfive na-

ih latitude,

that iC any

atnifj witli

r to a very

refearche.s

this mode,

mits. And

le mofl \m-

part ot our

portion of

fit, for the

in the ac-

je in readi-

Hciently ad-

vanced

i^>

\ ''X

•701.
Manli.vanced to render our endeavours practicable, and ^^•hich Avas no'.v likely

to be the cafe by the time we fhould reach that diflance.

It was not much out of our way to afce'tain the fituation of a fmall

ifland, difcovered in 1788 by the commander of the Prince of Wales,

and by him called Bird ifland, in confequcncc of its being the refort of

vafl: flocks of the feathered tribe; and alfo to examine the neighbouring

parts of the ocean, where Captain Cook in his paifage from Oonalafhka

to the Sandwich iflands in the year 1778 faw a (hag, and other indica-

tions of the vicinity of land. For thcfe purpofes, our courfc was fnf}

direfted N.vv. by N. in qucflofBird ifland, under an raly fail, in order

to allow the Chatham to come up with us, which flie did about midnight.

At day-light on the 1 3th we made all fail, and Ihiod more to the weft- Satuid-v 15-

ward, furrounded by an immenle number and confiderable variety of

oceanic birds, confifting of the fmall black and white albatroHcs, tropic,

and men of war birds ; with boobies, noddies, and petrels of different

kinds. In the forenoon tlic wind at k.n.f.. blew a frefli gale, and in

confequence of fome of the back-flays giving way, we were obliged to

reduce our fail ; and as we had but little cordage to replace luch rigging,

thefe defe6is became a confideration of a very unpleafant nature in this

early part of our fummer's expedition.

At noon the latitude obiervcd was 23" 14', longitude 198' ja'; the

former was i.j' further north than was fliewn by our reckoning, and wa,s

nearly the fame tliflancc to the north of the latitude alligned to Jiird ilkiiid;

but as we eN]X'(Red to find it furtluM" to die weflwanl, though bv fome

;iec()iints wc had now pa (led its meridian, our Cf)ur!e was diicc-ied to the

louth-wefl, and by two in the afternoon it was lecn bearing by conipals

w'.s.w. about 7 leagues (liflant. About fix in the evening we reached,

.md paflid along the fouthern fide of, this ver^• remarkable, lolitar\- ifland,

or more properly r[)eakiiig, lingle rock, rifing out of this innnenle ocean.

Its greatefl extent, wliieli \,ms in a direclion .s.
7.J

w., and x. 7 i
! ., did

not exceed one mile; the uncouth form of its northern, eadeiii, and

sveflern extremities, ngainfl wliieh the Ft a broke with greai \ lok n((\

prcfented a moll awlid appcar.niee. iifing perpendiculai 1\- IVoni tin

ocean in lofty rugged cliflrf, inaccellible but 10 its w in^.'d inlialuiani^;

Vol. III. M
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on Its iouiheni fide the afcent is not ^o ftcep and abrupt; and near its

wcflcrn extremity is a fniall fandy beach, where in fine weather, and with a

finooth fea, a landing might probably be effetlcd. At this place there was

the appearance of a little verdure, though it was defiitute of tree or fhrub

;

every other part was apparently without foil, and confided only of the

naked rock. Its whole circumference does not exceed a league, and it is

fituated in latitude 23° 6', longitude 198° 8'. When this rock was firfl

difcovered in 1788, there were on board the Prince of Wales fome of the

natives of Attowai, who exprefled great furprize that there fhould be

land fo near to their iflands (it lying from Onehow n. 51 "w. at the dif-

tance of 39 leagues only,) and of which not only themfelvcs, but all

their countrymen were totally ignorant.

This intelligence was communicated on their return in the autumn of

that year ; and it excited in the aftive mind of Taio a ftrong defire to pay

it a vifit, to eftablilh a colony there, and to annex it to his dominions ;

but on his being made thoroughly acquamted with its extent and fteri-

lity by the officers of that vefTel, his projeft was abandoned. Thofe people

however recognize it under the appellation of Modoo Mannoo, that is,

Bird ifland; and from its great diftance from all other land, and its prox-

imity to their iflands, it feems to claim fome diltant prctenfions to be

ranked in the group of the Sandwich iflands, of which we now took,

leave, purPuant to the determination already fl:ated.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IV.

Quit tJiC Sandwich ijlands—Part company with tJie Chatham—Indications of

land—See Tfcherikow iJland—Fafs Trinity ijles— Proceed along the

coajl—Enter and proceed up Cook's river.

itumn of

re to pay

minions ;

md fteri-

fe people

, that is,

its prox-

ns to be

lOw took.

AFTER

I

f

Having bid farewell to the Sandwich iflands, our courfc was directed

to the northward, with a frelh breeze from the n.l, by £.; but as the

Chatham was fome diftance a-ftern, the topfails were double reefed, and

in the courie of the evening the jib and ftay-fails were taken in, under

the idea that with fuch reduced fail the Chatham would foon overtake us

;

but as file did not make her appearance by ten at night, nor anfwer a falfe

lire then burnt, the mainfail was hauled up, and we continued under the

ibrefail and double-reefed topfails only, in the hope of feeing our confort

at day-light ; but in this we were difappointed, and I was much at a lofs

to account for the caufe that had produced our feparation. It was a

matter of extreme uncertainty what courfe would prove moft likely to

effcft our meeting again, as it was not improbable that by the low fail

we had carried during the night, flie might have pafled us unobfervcd,

and was then a-hcad ; this was as likely to have happened, as that fome

accident had occafioned her ftiortcning fail, and that fhe was yet a-ftern.

The latter would probably have been announced byfignal; under this

imprcftion we made the beft of our way towards the coaft of America,

with the hope of rejoining our confort at the appointed rendezvous.

The trade wind between x. E., f.n.k,, and call, blowing a moderate

gale, with fiiually and Ibmetimcs rainy weather, attended us until the

following fridav, when towards midnight, having tin n advanced to die

M .1

1704-
March.

Situraay i^-

I

I ; <!' : 1

.

vr
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33" oi kitiiiidc, and in loni^iiude 196^% it veered round by the ealt to

the iouih, and on the next day it feenied to be fixed in 'he \vtllern quai-

,^.,.^ jj^.,.^,„,pj,,^i^,j ^^i(|^ (lurk glootnv weather, and a very heavy fca from

the nortli and n.w ., whicli had been frequently the cafe fince our leav-

ing the iflands.

But few of the black and white albatrofFcs, petrels, or others of the

feathered tribe had attended us. In die evening tlic vN-ind fliiftcd to the

Moiidu^i. x.x.F.., where it continued with glooniv weather until nionday, when it

fixed in the s. e., and blew a frefh gale with the fairtc dark gloomy wea-
Tucia.iv 2j. {\u;i\ A few intervals of fun-fhine enabled us on the following day to

afcertain the latitude to be 39^ •}', km^^i^tKk 198" 46' ; and the variation

of the conijxiis 19° j
2', eaflwardlv. This was an increafe in the varia-

tion far beyond our expeclations ; but as thefe were the firif obfcrvationii

we had been enabled to make for tliis purpofe fince our departure from

the Sandwich iflands, it is probable the increafe had been gradual to this

ftation. Our climate was alfo greatly changed, the thermometer during

the lafl week having fallen from 76 to 50 : but the barometer having been

unforttmatc Iv broken, I had no means of afcertaining the other proper-

ties of the air. The foutherly g;de produced a fmooth fea, and as to-

wards night \\T approached the parallel where Captain Cook had noticed

km^c indications of the vicinity of land, we flood to and fro under an

\Vtd:ic'. io. eafv fuil until the morning of" the 26tli, when with a ffrong gale from the

weftward we pnffcd about 13 leagues to the noith-weflward of the Refo-

fution's track in the vear 177H. throughout the day the wcatlier wa.s

rlenr, which enabled us to gain a dillant view in all directions, but no-

thing was feen to intercept the horizon. The latitude at noon was .\o°

.j.y. whicii wiis ixtrcnielv well afcertained b\' good obfervations. The

longitude 200" 17' was deduced from altitudes of the fun, and from the

chronometers both before and alter mid-day, when the variation was

found to be 15° .jj' eallwarrlly. Few oceanic birds vifited us in this fitu-

iuion. Two ])ieces of di-ift wood were pafled this dav, one piece ap-

peared to have been a great length of lime in the water, as ii fwam vcrv

deep, and was marlv covered with barnacles: the other was much more

buo\aur, and hid on ii but lew of thole fhell fifh. Thele were the only

piece.'i
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pieces of (hift wood, and the only indications of the viciiiiiV of land. Iccn

hv us between the Sandwich iihuids and the American coail. I was. liow-

cver, afterwards informed hv Mr. Puget, that in his jialling thefc regions

between the 37th and ;]9th degrees of latitude, about \ degrees to the

\\efh\'ard of our track, he faw, befides petrels and other oceanic birds,

puHins, and a bird of the diver kind: and that for a few hours, in tiie la-

titude of about 39°, tlie furfaccof the fea was remarkably fmooth. Melfis.

Portlock and Dix'on alio in their voyage, in two fimilar pa{fages about

the fame latitude, and in longitude 20b", faw feals, puflins, and other

indications, that induced them to think fome undifcovered land was not

far remote; but the weather being then, as it was alio at the time of the

Chatham's pafling, very foggv, this faC^ could not be afcertained. As

iuch indications are by no means common in the north pacific, thev fa-

vor the conjeclure that fome land, ihougii pofiiblv of no very great ex-

tent, flill remains unknown to Europeans in tliis neighbourhood.

With a frefh gale mofUy from the weflern (juarter, we proceeded ra-

pidly to the nortii, and by the following funday reached the latitude oi

•30" 10', longitude 205" 9'; the variation on tlie preceding afternoon was

16° 29' eartwardly. The wind had been attended h\ a v<>ry heavy fwell

from the fouth-weflward : the intervals of clear weatlier weie of (hort

duration, and in general it was very gloomv, with (bowers of lain fue-

cecded by a fall of (now. The thermometer funk to ;]-y In the conrle

of the day fome fea weed and fome divers were ob[(r\ed: about the (dip

were alfo fome albatroffes and flieer-waters. Our climate now b{-<Tan to

aflume a degree of feverity that was new to us : on the next day the ukm-

curv flood at the free/inn pc^int, and for the hrfl time durin" the \ova"e

the fcuttle calk on deck was frozen.

After a few hours calm the wind fettled in the x. 1... attended wiili

froft and (how until the ^dofapril, when in latitude 'y° .{']'. lon-ntiidc

204°,'/, it veered to the N'.w., and blew fo flroiig a gale that m the

evening we were reduced to dofe-rccfed topfails. ThelroK. with muk h

fnow and fleet, cafed our rigging in ice; the thermometer flood at 26".

In the forenoon of the 3d a (hag pafU'd the (hip, (King to theealhsaid,

•Hid about three in the afternoon, high land almod intircU- tuvered witli

(imw

S^:,.!.', ...

V——V—

|::..:,:,.v

i
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
li\(>\\ was dilccincd, bearing by compafs n. by e. By feven in the even-

in <; this was plainly difcovered to be an ifland, extending by com-

pafs from K. 2 \v. to N. 32 w., at the diflance of thirteen miles, with

fome detached rocks lying ofT its weftern extremity. In this fituation the

depth of water was 75 fathoms, fand and fiielly bottom.

AUhough I did not confidcr this ifland as altogether a new difcover)-,

yet as its fituation had not hitherto been well afccrtained, and as during

tlie lall three da\s our obfervations had been but indifferent, I thought

it proper to pafs the night in flanding backward and forward, in order to

gain a nearer view of it, and in the hope that the following day would

bi' more favorable to our wifhes for this purpofe.

\\'it!i the wind at N.w. blowing a moderate breeze, the mercury at

27, and extremely cold, we made all fail for the land the next morning;

but in eonlequcncc of our having been fct by a very flrong current to

the s.w., we were fo far dillant, that it was near noon before we had pafled

its fouthern point. We were fortunate in gaining excellent obfervations,

which at noon determined our fituation to be in latitude 55" 48', longitude

205" 16'; this fliewed a confiderable error in our reckoning fince the

firfl day of the month, the latitude being 22' further north, and the lon-

gitude 72' further eafl, than had appeared by the log. The depth of

water at this time was 23 fathoms, fine black fandy bottom. The north-

cafl point of the ifland bore by compafs n. 55 \v., diflant about 2 leagues;

its eaflern extremity, which is a low rocky point, and was our nearell

fhore, s. 66 w., two miles ; and its fouth point, s. 30 w., about 2 leagues

diflant. In the point of view in which we faw the fouth-weft, fouthern,

and eaflern fides of this ifiand, it appeared to form a fomewhat irregu-

lar four-fidcd figure, about 10 leagues in circuit; having from its weft-

ern part, which is low and flat, and which had the appearance of being

infular, a remarkably high, flat, fquare rock, lying in a dire^lion s. 66 w.,

at tlxc diflance of two miles, between which and the ifland is a ledge of

fnialler rocks. The center of the ifland aj)pcared by our obfervations

to be in latitude
,5;3''.l9,

longitude. 205" 4'.

The fealon of the )car greatly contributed to incrcafe the dreary and

inhofpiiablc uI"jh'61 of the country; in addition to which it feemed to be

intirely
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Jntircly deftitute of trees or flirubs, or they were hidden beneath its win-

ter garment of fnow, which appeared to be very deep about its fbuih-

eaftcrn parts, confiding of high flecp cliffs ; but on its wedern fide, whicli

was confiderably lower, this appearance was not fo general. About its

(horcs were fomc finall whales, the firfl: wc had noticed during this paf-

(ago to the north. From the relative fituation of this ifland to the con-

tinent, I was inclined to believe it to be that which Bcering called I'oggy

ifland; but as Captain Cook gave that name to another idand not far

diftant to (he welhvard, I have in honor of Becring's companion Tfche-

rtkoxo, whofe labors in the arduous tafli of difcovery do not appear to

Jiavc been thus commemorated, called this illand after him Tsciick:-

KOV/'s Isi.AXD.

In our route from the Sandwich iflands to this ftation it may be feen,

that whenever the winds would permit, our courfe was dirc6lcd far to the

wcRward of the entrance into . Cook's river, as delineated by that able

navigator. My reafon for fo doing, in the event of circumllanccs per-

mitting, was to fall in with thofc parts which Captain Cook was pre-

vented from feeing between Foggy cape and cape Trinity; as I much
wiflied to afcertain whether that fpace was occupied by land, or whether

it comniunicatrd with Smoky bay, as has been reprcfented in fome late

publicati<nis, though in a manner not eafily to be underflood. The
winds and weather had, however, been adverfe to this defign ; and al-

though the latter prefented now a more favorable profpeft, yet the

wind, at n.w., blew in the very diref^i jn I wifhed to (leer for that pur-

pofe. But as it was favorable for con'snuing along the exterior coaft,

and as we had already been greatly retarded in our general operations,

by adxerfe winds and other untoward circumflances, I was induced to

forego the objc£l I had in view, left fimilar inconvenience (hould conti-

nue to attend us, and caufe delays that we could ill afford in the profe-

cution of our furvey. Thefe confiderations induced me to make all fail,

fleering with the wind at n. n.w. during the afternoon to the n. e. ; and
having at fix in the evening made our courfe good from noon, n. 6^ e.,

.\o miles, Trinity idand v.'as feen bearing by compafs from n. 5 e. to N.

J J
w., and aihothcr ifland from w, ^ n. to w. by s. The latter I took

to

^7

A|>iil.

—y—
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1') 1)1 th.it •.vl'ich is laid down in Captain Conk's chart to tlu- (outli-wcfi of

JViMitN 111, mi. Tliis laiifl, although not noticed in Cajitaiii (.'ook\ jour-

nal, was li'on and padcd on its routhein fide hv the Dillovery in that

\(»',at;p, wImiIi proves that the Refoluiion and Difcovery could not have

,'?,i)iu' far to the north of Tfcherikow's illaiifl, which was obfcuivd at that

time 1)\' thick fofft^v weather.

After I'll II -let, the wind veered more to the weflward, and enabled us

to fland nearly for Trinitv illand, under our doiihle-reclod l()]-)rails; and

at midnight, havinj^ foundings at the depth of -,o fathoms, UA't fandy

bottom, we plied until dav-lighl under an eafv fail, with loiiiulings from

70 to 82 fathoms, fine fimdy bottom. At da\-liglit we made all fail,

ileering towards Trinity ifland, which bore b\' c oinpa(> iVom \. (» \v. to

N'.w., the main land bcvond it Ilrctching to the n'. n. f..

^Vith a moderate breeze, between n.w. and w.s.w., we dieu'inwiih

t)ie land, and the weather being clear permitted us to iKnice three or

lour mountains of confiderable height, on the main land, behind thole

that bounded the fea-coad ; all of which at firll aj)pearcd to be covered

with fnow: but as wc approached the fliores, the lowc r parts ^A' the coall

were found in general to be free froni fiiow, and conliderablv more lo

than Tfcherikow ifland. The frofl which, lince the 3 ill of march, had

been \er\' fe\ere, now gave way, and the thermometer role to ;« 3. Ai

noon the eaflern extreme of Trinity ifland bote bv coiupafs s. 36' w.,

dilhint 1 j miles ; its north-wefl point s. /[2 w. ; cape Trinity s. 77 w. ;

the land of Two-headed point from n. 39 \v. to x. 2.{ w. : and the nortli-

crnmofl land in fight n. 13 v.. The obferved latitude 56" jo', longitude

1^07" 7I'. In the courfe of the morning, the variation, b)- the furveying

compafs, was foimd to be 23" 30' eaflwardly.

As we paffed Trinity ifland, it ajipeared to be divided into two

iflands, with feveral others of infei ior li/e King to the north, between

them and the land about cape Trinity. The eafi point of tlie eaftern-

rtioll is, according to our obfervations, fituatcd in latitude -,6" 33-^', lon-

gitude 206" 17' ; and Two-headed point, compofing a fiiiall ifland that

terminates to the north-eall bv a low flat rockv point, in latitude kU'^

5 Jtj', longitude 207° 5'. Captain Cook, in alfigiiing the longitude to

Trinits
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Trinity illcs, whieh oceiipv an extent of about fix leagues '.ii aneaf] and

\\\l\ (Hrettion, does not deligiiatc any partiiular patt. but favs they he

in latitude 56" 36', longitude 20.-,°. The longitude of the eall point of

Trinity idand, agieeably to the obfervat ions made that voyage on board

the Difcovcry, was 205" 5;/ ; neither of which will be found to agree

with the longitude on this oerafion. which was deduced from exceeding-

1\- good oblervations, both before and aliei uooii, and <orrected by fuh-

lc(]uenl obfervations.

Southwelluard from Two-headed illan<l the coall is low, ;ind appeais

to be compatl ; but inunediately to the noi tlnvard of it tiie Ihores de

fcend abruptly into the lea, appear to be umtli broken, and form an

cxtenfive found, of which the flat rocky point may be conlidered as

its fouth-wed point of entrance ; liom this its norih-ea(l point. beia,n^

low projeMing land, lies n. 58 i... at the dilhuice ol 'j leagues. Ihe le-

veral branches that appeared lo How into the luund, ieeiued to wind to-

ward the bale of a coiinecled range of high Inouy mountains, wliich

no doubt gave boundaries to their extent.

As we proceeded gently acrofs the entrance of this foimd with a light

loutherly breeze, wc were vilited in the afternoon by two of its inhabi-

tants, a )oung man and a girl, in a fmail (kin canoe, who flicwed that they

Jiad been acquainted with Ibme European nation, by their having adopie<l

oiu- mode of falutation in bowing as they approached the fliip, and by
their coming on board without the lead hedtation. We entertained no
doubt of their having been lb indrucled by the Rulhans ; and, if we
underdood them rightly, there were fix perfons of that nation then re-

dding on diore in the (bund. The man took his dinner without tlic

lead ceremony, drank brandy, and accepted fuch prefents as were made
him, but feemed to prefer fnulf and dlk handkerchiefs to every thin<r

elfe. Whild he remained on board, which was about an hour, I endea-

voured to learn from him the name which the natives give to this part

of the coad, but could not gain any fatisfatfory information, lie clear-

ly and didinctly couiued the numerals in the languages of Oonaladika
and Trince William's found, though tlufe do not bear the lead adinity to

f-ach other. From his gf neral a{)pearancr, I was more inclined to be-
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liovr liim to be a KanitfchatH.iUMlian a native of America, or its adjacent

iflands. Alter their departure we were vilited by a fingle Indian in a

canoe, but he was not fo famihar as the others ; Jie paddled at a dis-

tance round the (hij). and then returned to the (hore. At feven in the

evening we were becahned within about two miles of the north-eafl

y^oint of the found; when the depth of water was 21 fathoms, fine

fandv botton).

'I'he weather continued fair, with faint variable winds, until midnight

;

at which time the wind fixed in the north-eall quarter, and broutrht with

it fleet and flilfolving fnow ; thus the flattering profpeft that had been pre-

fenicd, of a favorable paffage to our deflined flation, was again obfcured,

and that wc might not lofe ground, we were obliged to ply againfl a

heavy fea and a ftrong N. e. gale, which, on the forenoon of the 6th,

reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails.

The gale between n. n. e. and eaft, varied a little in force and direc-

tion, and permitted us to gain fome advantage. On tuefdav morning

we were within about a league of the coafl, which appeared to be much

broken : cape Barnabas bore by cornpafs s. ^o w.; the north point of a

found, of which the land adjoining to cape Barnabas forms its fouthern

Me, S.57W.: the north point of atiother apparent found, s. 69W.; a

trart of land much lower than the coafl^ in its vicinity, free from fnow,

and fecmingly detached from the niain land, from s. 80 w. to n. 29 w.

;

its nearefl part w.n.w., about a league diflant ; a low projefiing point,

bring t)ie eafiernmod part of that which appeared to be the main land in

fight, N. 16 E. ; and an ifland, from n. 26 e. to N.32 e. In this neigh-

bourhood the land was more free from fnow than that further to the

fouth, occafioned moft probably by the alteration in the temperature of

the weather, as the mercury now Hood at 40^^, and gave us hopes that

the feverity of the winter fcafon was at an end ; this made me extremely

anxious to reach our deftined flation, from whence the labours of the

fummer were to commence.

Our obfervations at noon fhewed our fituation to be in latitude 56"

^8', longitude corrected as before Hated by lubfequent obfervations, 208"

:4^
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!(•/. T!:e ifl.md then bore bv rompafs N. 2'^ m'. : and cape Barnal)^'! ap-

pearing to lie in latitude .--" 10', Jon-Titude 207" ,\j', n. 81 n'.

'i he two following days Ix-ing for the moll part calm, rliou^h what

little wind tliere was coiiiini.ed from the n. v. with thirk n)iliv weather,

prevented our feeing nmch of the land until thurfday evennig. when we

lacked about a league from the north-call point of the above illand,

which appeared to be a'jfuu 2 leagues \n circuit, and its center to be

hiuated in latitude /^y" '2.\', longitude 208" 20'. 'i'his illand renders this

part of the coal! vcrv remarkable, biing the or.lv dininguifiiable detached

landof anv magnitude noiih-ealhvard Iroin I'liniiv ifles. Its north-well

part proje6ts in a low point towards the mam land. Irom whence alio a

low flat point extends towards the illand. lorniiiig a pallage about half a

league wulc, to all ajjpearcncc free li'om ii'.tet ruption. This illand is

not uoticeil in C'ajHain Cooks chai t or his jou-r.al. jirobahlv owing to

the vcrv h'ggv weather which prevailed w!;en the Refoluiion was in its

neiglibcurhocd; it was however feen in thai vovage from on board the

Difcovery, and then placed by me 5' to the f'ouih of its fituaiion deduced

from the refult of our prelent obfervations, whieh I ha\e real'on to be-

lieve are not liable to any mateiial ei ror. The wind having fixed in the

N'. w, broiioht us clear weather, but \ve were obliged to Hand from the

<-oafl, the northernmoil part of which dilbncllv feen was cape Greville,

bearing by compals n. 30 w. ; fome rocks extending from the cape n.

42 \v., and the above meniioncd illand, s. 20 \v.

\\'ith the approach of the following dav the weRerlv breeze incrcafed,

and we palled rapidly to the noriii, though too far from the land to af-

certain any thing with precifion between cape Greville and cape St.

I Icrmogenes ; had we been able to have fleered for point Banks, and

from thence acrofs Smoky bay, fome conclufion might have been drawn
whether the land we had thus coafled along was compofcd of iflands, or

whether it was as Captain Cook had confidered it, a part of the continent.

I much regretted that I liad it not in my power to become faiisfied in this

refpe^t, as the feafon had now put on a very favorable appearance, which
rendered it important that not a moment fliould be loH in profecutiiio-

the examination of this extcnfive opening. At noon cape Greville, the
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foutliernmoll part of the coafl in fight, bore by coinpafs s,28n'., the

illancl of St. Herinogenes, ironi 3. 56 w. to s. 89^'.; the wefternmofl

mountain feen over cape Douglas, n. 81 w. ; and the barren ifles n. 55 w.

In this fituation the obferved latitude was 58" 14', and the longitude

deduced from very fatisfaCiory obfervations both before and after noon,

209° 25+'. From this auihoiiiy cape Greville appeared to be in latitude

57° 34^' longitude 208° 26' ; and the fouth extreme of the ifland St.

Hermogenes, in latitude 58° 10^', longitude 208** 56'. The variation in

the afternoon was 21* 37' eaftwardly.

Thefe pofitions of longitude vary materially from thofe affigned by

Captain Cook; but as fimilar differences occurred afterwards in other

inftances, I fliall for the prelcnt decline making any comments on this

lUbjecl.

SatuiJayis. With tlie wind chiefly at weft, by faturday noon we were faft ap-

proaching the coaft to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, which then bore

by compafs N. 84 vv.; the barren ifles, s.55 w. to s. 34 \v. ; the north-

ernmoft part of the coaft in fight, N. 26 e., and the neareft fliore, N. 6 w.,

five or fix miles diftant; here we had foundings in 70 fathoms water,

fandv bottom, and bv an indifferent obfcrvation the latitude was 59",

longitude 20cf 20'. The top of high water appeared to be at noon, as

at tliat time no cfiei} was felt from a tide; but immediately afterwards

we were driven at a confiderable rate to the eaftward, until half paft one,

when, on a brcc/e fpringing up from that quarter, we fteered for cape

Elizabeth, and pafled that promontory, and entered Cook's river about

jialf paft five. The coaft is compofcd of liigh land, before which lie

three fmall iflands and fome rocks; the rape is itfelf the largeft, and the

moft weftern of thefe iflands, which a])peared to alford a navigable chan-

nel between them and the main land, nearlv in an raft and weft direction ;

though between the cape and the middle ifland fonie low lurking rocks

were difcerned, which had the appearance of- being connected with a

clufter of rocks above the fiirlace of the fca, lying fioni (he cape s. 50 e.,

at the diftance of three or lour miles. 'Jo the Ibuth-weil of the middle

ifland is another cluflcr of lOcks, both above and beneath the furliice of

the water.

'Mie
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The thermometer now varied between 40 and 45 ; and the fhow, ex-

cepting in the deep chafms of the rocks, was melted to a confiderable

height on the fides of the hills, which being wcl' wooded, afTumed a far

more cheerful afpetl than the country to the fouthward. Spring (eem-

ed to be making fo rapid a progrefs here, that we liad every reafon to

indulge the hope of being able to carr)' our refearches into execution,

without any interruption from the feverity of the feafon.

As I had determined to commence our furvey on the weflern fide ol

the river, as far up that fide as the wind now at n. n. e. would permit us

to fetch, we proceeded in quell of fome convenient Ration for the fliip,

from whence two boat parties might be difpatched, the one to examine

the fliorcs fouthward to cape Douglas, tlie other to precede the fliip in

our route uj) the river.

For the firfl time this feafon we noticed fome flocks of wild gecfe, and

could not avoid remarking, that they all flew to the fouthward, contrary

to what might have been expefted from the advanced fl.ate and mildncfs

of the feafon; which however on funday morning fuffered a very mate-

rial alteration, as the wind came to the n. e. and was attended bv a fliarp

fVofl and a very heavy fall of fnow. On leaving the eaftcrn fliore the

drpih of water gradually increafed from 25 to 35 fathoms, fine fandv

bottom in mid-channel, and then decreafed again as we approached the

weflern fliore, which about fix was indiflintU)' perceixcd through the

falling fnow ; and being then in 20 fathoms water, we anchored until the

weather fliould prove more favorable to our purfuit. In this fituation we
remained, without being able to difcern the adjacent fliores, until the fol-

lowing forenoon, when the weflern k:>ri7.on became clear, and fliewed us m
cape Douglas be,-ring by compnfs s. q e.; mount St. Auguflin, s. g \v.;

the nonhernmoft land in fight, N.qw.; and a low point, 5.31 w.;

from whence the fliores to the fouthward fell fo far back to die wellward,

that we could only diftinguidi tlie funimits of a range of lofty disjoined

mountains intirely covered with fnow, that fecmcd j)rincipaliv to occu-

py the fpace between that low point and cape Douglas, but at the fame

time gave the country an appearance in this ])oint of \ iew of being

greativ divided by water. From thence to the nordiward, excepting-

a linaH open ba\- abreall of us with two rocks l)ing before its (-ntiancc,

the

oiuljy 1 [.

m



Ml
\r^.

\'

^i;.'

-||

t' '4

fit >.

''^

D\ A \^ O Y A G E OF D I S C O \^ E R V

rlic (iiorcs appeared to be compa61, and die furface of the country dc-

foending ratlier abruptly at (irfl, admitted near the water-fidc a nar-

row bordf r of low land ; tins was covered with wood, whicii continued

to grow fome diflance up the fides of the mountains, which were very

lofty and rugged, and above the line where vegetation ceafed were wrap-

ped in perpetual fnow.

Whilfl we had a clear and diflinft view of everv thing in the weflern

quarter, the oppofite fide of the horizon was totally ojjfcured from our

light by a dark miftv haze. We had, however, bv intervals of clearer

weather, been enabled to form fome idea of our fituntion, and of the

coafl to the fouthweftward, wliich I now confidcied as lying behind us;

ilie broken and infular appearance of wliich gave me reafon to expect the

examiuotion of it would be a laborious talk, notwithdanding that the

range of mountains that bounded our horizon, in that dircdion, admit-

ted of a ftrOt">g prefumption that the whole might be clofely conneded

by land, not fufficiently elevated to be vifible at our remote diftance.

As I concluded the Chatham could not be far behind, if fhe had not

already preceded us ; and as I had particularly direfled that the fiuvey

fhould commence at cape Douglas, I had little doubt, on our meeting,

that any thing would be left unexamined in that quarter : but fliould it

fo happen, that any further inquiry might be deemed necelfary, and that

we (hould be obliged to return by the fame route, the fummer leafon in

that cafe would be more advanced and more favorable to our refearches

in that region, which is expofed to all the influence of the oceanic winds

and waves, and in the prefent inclement weather would be a very ha-

zardous undertaking in our open boats, the only means by which, from

rxpericnce, I was confident this objeft could now be accomplifhcd. To
avoid, therefore, as much as polfible, any delay, or mifapplication of

time, I determined to proceed up the river, keeping clofe along its

weflern fhore, and forthwith to purfue our inveftigation to itj navi-

gable extent.

Agreeably to this determination, being favored with the flood tide,

although not a very rapid one, we fleered to the northward until about

three in the afternoon ; when, on meeting the reflux, we anchored

about

B-i
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about a league from the wellcrn fhore, in 20 fathoms water, foft fandy

bottom. The latitude, by double altitudes, was 60" i^'- ^^^ ^^°^ ^^'''

continued ; the wind was moderate, though variable, attended with a

very heavy fall of fnow, and an unpleafant fweil from the s. e. Thele

combined circumllances detained us at anchor until the next day in the Tuefdiv i:

al'tenioon, when we took the advantage of the latter part of the flood-

tide, but advanced only a few miles before the ebb obliged us again to

anchor in 25 fathoms water, foft bottom. Here the weltern fliore was

bouaded by lofty rugged mountains, between the bafes of which and the

water-fide was a margin of low, or moderately elevated, wood-land

countrv. Two fmall openings were obferved, the northernmoft, being

the larged, appeared to be a found, winding towards the foot of the

volcano, which, from its apparently clofe connexion with the neigh-

bouring mountains, probably gave the limits to its extent. Thefe open-

ings wc left for the examination of Mr. Puget, not confidcring them

fufficiently important to retard our progrefs, cfpecially as the appear-

ance of the atmofphere indicated a favorable change in the weather.

The fnow had ceafed to fall, and, excepting fome dark clouds between

the X.N.F.. and N.w., the fl<.y and horizon were pcrfe6lly clear, and

gave us^ for the firft time fince faturday night, a diftant view of the

fouthern parts of the caftern ftiore ; the night, however, was attended

with the fcvercft frofl we had yet experienced, the mercurv fell to 2riy

and although the weather was clear aad cheerful the next morning, yet

the air was fo cxceffivcly keen, that the fun's rays had no cffcd on the

thermometer. We weighed about ten in the forenoon, with the Hood- Wcdnef. i6

tide, and a light breeze from the N.w., and proceeded up the river;

the mercury at noon had rifen to 26', the obferved latitude 60' 11', lon-

gitude 208" 237 , and the variation in the forenoon was obferved to be
23° 46' callerly, which I confidered as too little, notwithftanding that the
obfervations were very carefully made. Our courfe was direfled be-
tween the weftern fliore and the low ifland near it mentioned by Captain*
Cook.

Shortly after noon, we were vifited by three of the natives, each in

a (mall fkin canoe, who without the leaft liefuation made their canoes

fafl

Of
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fafl. alongfide, and came on board with evident marks of being acquaint-

j ed with European manners, by their bowing very lelpetlfully on coming

upon deck. They made figns for fnuff and tobacco, which, with fome

other trivial articles they folicited, they feemed to be highly gratified by

receiving, and exprefl'ed a degree of modell concern that they had not

any thing to offer in return. At dinner they did not make the leafl

fcruple of partaking of our repaft, with fuch wine and liquors as were

offered to them : though of ihefe they drank very fparingly, feeming to

be well aware of their powerful effect. The weather was calm on their

arrival ; but towards tlie evening a light breeze fprang up from the

fouthward, and as they had but (lightly lecured their canoes, the proba-

bility of their breaking adrift was pointed out to them. On this they

made figns to know if we were going up the river, and on their being

anfwered bv the fame means in the affirmative, they eafily gave us to

underffand that they wiflied to accompany us, and that their canoes

thould be taken on board, with which I had no objeftion to com-

ply.

With a boat a-head, founding the depth of water from 13 to 17 fa-

thoms, we continued our courfe until fix in the evening, when the in-

fluence of the returning tide being ftronger than that of the wind, we

anchored in 15 fathoms water, fandy bottom. In this fituation the

mountains feen over cape Douglas bore by compafs s. 5. k., diftant 35
leagues ; mount St. Auguftin s. 6 w. ; the north-eaft point of the moll

northern opening or found, s. 20 w^, diftant 19 miles ; the Volcano s.

•^H w. ; a remarkably lofty mountain on the weft fliore, s. 85 w. ; the

north extreme of the low ifland, in a line wiih another high diftant

mountain, N. 4 e. ; its neareft ftiore eaft, diftant two miles ; its fouth

point s. 75 E., a league diftant; beyond which the eaflern ftiore was

frcn ftretching to s. 41 E. ; and the neareft part of the weftern (hore

N. 87 vv., about four miles diftant : this is a fteep cliff moderately high;

the Ihore on either fide is a low flat beach, particularly to the north-

ward, where the margin of low land is of a greater extent than we

had noticed further to the fouthward, from the bale of the mountains,

which, fo far as we were able to difcern, are a conne6ted and undivi-

ded
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ded barrier along the weftern fide of the river. Our latitude at this

anchorage was 60° 23^', longitude 208° 33'. The night tide not ferving

our purpofe, we waited the return of the flood on the following day, Thurfd.yi7.

but as that would not take place until about noon, I employed the morn-

ing by making an excurfion to the ifland.

We landed with tolerable eafe on the fouth point of what at high

water forms a (hallow bay, but at low tide is a flat of fand and mud, on

which were lying innumerable large fragments of rock not attached to

the fpot on which they relied, but evidently brought and depofited there

by the violence of the tide, or by fomc other powerful agency. The

globular form which moft of them had acquired, with the (inootlinefs of

their furface, indicated their having been much fubjeftcd to a rolling

motion. The ifland was in moft parts covered with fmall pine and alder

trees, but the fnow that was lying very deep on the ground confined our

walk to the beach, on which were lodged fome fmall drift wood, and

many large pieces of ice that feemed to have been there left by the tides

that had flowed much higher than diofe which at that time prevailed ; from

hence we were induced to fuppofe that the froft had broken up, and that

the feverity of the then weather was a fecond vifitation of winter. In

the fnow we faw the tracks of fome fmall animals, and on the beach we
found fome pieces of coal relembling the cannel coal. The fliip pro-

ceeded at flack tide with a light breeze from the north-eaft, ftood to %vind-

ward, and having advanced about 4 miles from her laft flation in a di-

reftion n. n. e., I repaired on board.

The depth of water had now (about one o'clock) decreafed to 8 fa-

thoms ; in the expeftation of finding a deeper channel w^e again ftood

towards the ifland ; the foundings however foon decreafed to 6 fathoms,

and, immediately after, the (hip grounded in 15 feet water; here ftie

refted for a (hort time, then fwung round, and again floated with a jerk,

conveying the idea of her having refted on a round ftone, fimilar to thofe

found on the beach at the ifland. The depth foon increafed, as we pro-

ceeded towards the ifland, to 15 fathoms, where we anchored to wait for

the ebb tide, in order that we might return by the way we had come, ai

little advantage could be derived by perfifting in a route fo intricate

Vol. III. O
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and unpleafant. The flioal on which the Ihip had grounded is of fome

extent, it flretches to the northward, lies between fix and feven miles

from the main land, and is near a league from the weft fide of the idand

;

where alfo a flat extends fome diftance into the river.

The objcd I had had in view being now fully accomplifhcd, in having

afcertaincd that the weftern fliore behind the ifland was compa61, I de-

termined to proceed immediately to the furthcft extent of Captain Cook'i

nfearchcs, and from thence to carry my examination into execution as

circumftances fhould direft. For this purpofe, about feven in the even-

ing, the weather being nearly calm, we weighed, and committed our-

felves to the influence of the ebb tide, a meafure that in regions fo un-

known cannot be defended as being the moft prudent ; yet in fervices of

this nature a very confiderable degree of rifle muft frequently be encoun-

tered, or the accomplifliment of particular objefts would neceffarily be

prolonged to a very diftant and indefinite period. The truth of this ob-

fervation was very foon exhibited. By the time we had pafled about a

league in a direftion s. 38 w. from the anchorage that we had quitted in

the forenoon, we again fuddenly found ourfelves in a very ftiallow wa-

ter, and were under apprehenfions of being aground every inftant,

which, with the falling tide, mull have been attended with very unplea-

fant, if not ferious, confequences. Whilft in this irkfome ftate, and at

the moment when our depth had decreafed to 3 fathoms, a light breeze

of wind providentially fprang up, which rendered the fliip manageable,

and permitted us to fleer to the eaftward ; our depth then foon increafed

to 7, and afterwards gradually to 30, fathoms. Having kept a fouth-

wefterly courfe until midnight, and at that time reaching no bottom

with 40 fathoms of line, I concluded we were far to the fouthward of

the fhoal laid down in Captain Cook's chart, as extending from the fouth

point of the ifland.

For the purpofe of taking the advantage of the flood tide, to aflTift our

progrefs up the river, although we confidered the flioal to lie far to the

north of us, yet that we might run no riik we hauled gradually to the fouth

and S.S.E., in order to pafs it at fome dill a nee; this precaution, however,

availed us little, for we had not advanced far before the depth of water was

again
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ROUND THE WORLD.
again under 9 fathoms ; and inftantly decrcafing to 4, the fhip ftruck with

fome degree of violence, occafioned by a very heavy fwell from the ocean,

that for fome days pad had been attendant on the flood tide. About

one o'clock, having a fine commanding breeze from the n.e., we fleered

to the weflward and s.w., but to no purpofc, the tide having more in-

fluence on the body of the fhip than the wind on her fails ; in this very

unplcafant predicament we remained nearly ffationary for about an hour

and an half, the fhip frequently flriking, and fometimes fo heavily as

to occafion conflant apprehenlion lell the mafls fliould come by the

board, or fome worfe accident befall us. Every effort to get to the

weflward of the fhoal proving ineffeftual, we had no other alternative

than to crofs it if poffible, by purfuing an oppofitc line of direction

;

this attempt however fecmed to be full of danger, as its fhallowefl part ap-

peared by the breakers to be at its eaflern extremity, which had induced

me to perfevere fo long in my endeavours to get to the weflward. The
attempt was made, and was happily crowned with a fuccefs far beyond

my mofl fanguine expe6lations. After having got the fhip's head to

the eaflward fhe flruck but once more, (though that was the mofl vio-

lent and alarming fhock we had fuflained) in crofTmg the fiioal ; the

water foon after deepened to 10 and 15 fathoms, and we fcad the further

fatisfatlion of finding that the fhip made rto water, nor were we able to

perceive that fhe had in any other refpeft received the leafl damage.

We arrived in deep water jufl as the dawning of day enabled us to

procure fome angles, which fliewed that we had paffed the flioal about
a league to the fouth-wefl of the fouth point of the ifland, and (by the

appearance of the broken water in our paffage) nearly over its middle,

as it fecmed to extend full a league further in that dirc6lion. From the
great variety in the foundings in pafTmg over it, it fliould appear to be
very uneven, as in feveral inflances, when the fliip flruck violentlv, or
when flie refled on the ground, the depth by the lead line was frequent-

ly near 4 fathoms, and the rife and fall of the waves was by no means
equal to this difference. It is not improbable that this fhoal miaht have
arrefled fomc frngmcnts of rocks fimilar to thofe before mentioned : and

99

as

O J if



\\

*r':-

(I'i

'U^

yhm
m

K'.

^K*-
» K,
%

itili I'd

v':U?"'t !,;'

'(• r

IT H' • Ji'

mm.

i\

mm
im-

fOf>

April.

Fj iJjy 1 8.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
if fo» h was infinitely more dangerous to contend with than a mere fpit

of fand, and renders our prefervation a mofl: providential event.

We continued to take advantage of the flood tide, and ftood to wind-

ward until about feven the next morning, when on the ebb making, we

anchored off the eaftern fide of the ifland, in 1 4 fathoms water, ftony

bottom, about a league from its (hore ; along which extends a continua-

tion of the flioal about two miles from the ifland.

I (hould be wanting in juftice to our Indian paflengers, were I to omit

Hating their docility and refpeftful behaviour whilft they were on board

;

as alfo the anxiety they exprefled for our fafety, left the veflel whilft

ftriking fliould break to pieces ; and the real fatisfadion and happinefs

they exhibited on being given to underftand that we were again in per-

feft fecurity.

The weather now, though extremely cold, (the mercury ftanding at

25) was very cheerful, and afforded us an excellent view of the fur-

rounding region, compofed, at a little diftance from the river, of ftu*

pendous moumains, whofe rugged and romantic forms, clothed in a per-

petual flicet of ice and fnow, prefented a profpeft, though magnificent-

ly grand, yet dreary, cold, and inhofpitable. In the midft of thefe ap-

peared the vokano near the fummit of which, from two diftinfl cra-

ters on its fouth-eaftern fide, were emitted large columns of whitifli imoke;

unlefs, as was fuppofed by fome on board, it was vapour arifing from hot

fprings in that neighbourhood ; but how far this conje6lure was confiH-

tent with the feverity of the climate at the top of that lofty mountain,

is not within the limits of my judgment to determine.

About ten in the forenoon, we were furprized by a much earlier re-

turn of the flood tide than we had expefled, with which, and a light vari-

able breeze, we direfted our courfe to the northward. In the afternoon

the wind blew a fteady breeze from the n. n. w., which enabled us to

reach the narrows by feven in the evening. On the retmrn of the ebb;

we became again ftationary in 17 fathoms water. Here the (kores of th&

river were comparatively low, or only . moderately elevated, jutting out

into three remarkable fteep cliffy points. Thefe I diftinguiflied by the

names of theWe ST, North, and East Forelands; the two former

are

«?
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are on the weftern, and tiie latter on the eaftern, fliore ; whicli, from the

ftation we had taken, bore by compafs as follow : the well Foreland,

forming the fouth-weft point of the narrows, s. 28 w., about four miles

diftant ; the north Foreland n. 4 e. ; and the eafl Foreland, forming the

north-eaft point of the narrows, n. y6 e.

Here we were vifited by two of the natives, in a fmall fkin canoe,

who underftanding what reception their countrymen had met with,

folicited the fame indulgence ; their canoe was accordingly taken in,

and they were permitted to remain on board. One of thefe, whofe name

was Sal-tart, poflefllng fome apparent fuperiority over the reft, pre-

fented me with fome martin flcins, and received in return fome iron,

beads, a few other trinkets, and a fmall quantity of fnuflF and tobacco,

all of which he feemed to value very highly. Thefe people appeared to

be acquainted with the Ruffians, of whofe language they feemed to fpeak

feveral words ; but our very confined knowledge of that, as well as our

total ignorance of their native tongue, prevented our acquiring the in-

formation which, from the intelligent appearance of thefe very civil and

well-behaved ftrangers, we might otherways have been enabled to obtain.

The ebb tide ran at the rate of five miles per hour ; and at half pafl

one on faturday morning the flood returned with equal rapidity ; and Saturday 19.

having by three o'clock increafed with a velocity that the befl bower ca-

ble was unequal to refill, it broke, and the buoy finking by the ftrengtl^

of the current, the anchor and cable were irrecoverably loft. This

was an accident that gave me very ferious concern, fince our ftock of

thefe important flores was already very much reduced. As it was now
becommg day-light we proceeded up the river, with the flood tide and
a light variable breeze in the northern quarter, attended with very fe-

vere weather; the mercury being at 18. We kept near the weRem ftiore

to avoid being entangled with the fhoal on which the Refolution had
grounded, and by that means loft much of the influence of the flood

;

fo that on the ebb making about feven o'clock, we had not advanced
more than 2 leagues. Here we again anchored in 13 fathoms water;

the weft Foreland by compafs bearing s. 14 e., diftant nine miles-; the

north Foreland n. 35 e.; the eaft Foreland s, 61 e. ; and th^ volcano s.

* 12 W.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCO \^ERY

12 w. Tlie obferved latitude was 6o''5i , but wc were not able to pro-

cure any obfervations for the variation.

Our Indian friends, who we had imagined v/cre on their return from

an c'xcurfion down the river at the time we met with them, now gave

us to underftand that their habitations were in this neighbourhood, on

the wcflern (hore, and defired to take their leave -, they departed, fliew-

ing a very high fenfe of gratitude for the kindnefs and attention with

which they had been treated. Whilfl on board they had l)ehavcd with a

degree of modefty and decorum rarely found amongll men in a far

more civilized ftate ; and notwithftanding they had been conftantly cx-

pofcd to temptations, by articles lying in their way which were of tiie

mod valuable nature in their eRimation, not the moft trifling thing was

miffed, nor did their honcfly in any refpetl fufl'er the Icafl impeachment.

They rcpofcd the utmofl confidence in our integrity, and confidercd

themfelves as much at home in our fociety, as if we had long been their

moll intimate friends. In fliort, if the conduft they exhibited, during

the time they palfed with us, is to be received as their general national

tiiarattcr, it indicates them to be a people unaftuatcd by ambition, jea-

loufy, or a\arice ; the paffions which fo llrongly operate on the human

fpecies, to produce a conflant dread and variance with each other, and

flimulate to afts of opprefTion, violence, and rapacity, as well on their

ncarefl neighbours as the moll diflant flrangers.

At low tide the fhoal we purpofed to avoid was feen from the mail-,

head to the north-eaftward, between which and the weflern fliore, on
the return of the flood tide, about two o'clock our route was direfted,

with a frefli breeze from the n.n.w., which obliged us to ply, keeping

nearer the lliore than the flioal. The foundings from mid-channel to-

wards the flioal were 20 fathoms and upwards, but towards the land the

depth regularly decreafed to 13 and 10 fiuhoms. The gale reduced us to

double-reefed topfails and forefail, and was accompanied by fo fevere a

frofl, that the f'pray became inflantly frozen, and fell on the decks like

fleet, or fmall particles of fnow, and the water that was brought up with

the lead-line, ahhough in conflant motion, cafed it intirely with ice. On
meeting the ebb tide in die evening, we anchored in 15 fadioms water,

about
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about two leagues to the north-caRward of the norili Foreland, and about

a league from the weflern fliore. During the night a quantity of loofe

ice pafTed the fliip, and in tlie morning of funday the wind blew a gen-

tle breeze from the N.w., wiihintenfely cold weather, the mercury fUind-

iiig at 7-i. Having both wind and tide in our favor, about three o'clock

we proceeded towards the northern or main branch of the river, but

were foon alarmed by the appearance of a dry llioal in the direction of

our courfe. This appearance was very unexpefted, as we were then

nearly purfuing the former track of the Refolution and Difcovcry, which

could fcarcely have paffed fuch a Ihoal unnoticed. Matiy large lump'',

like rocks of confiderable fize, were lying upon it, which at length in-

duced me to believe, that what we had taken for a (hoal would be found

to be only a body of dirty ice. Wc had however contended fufliciently

with dangers of this fort, and having underflood that a Spanifh officer

had found the navigation of this extcnfive river intircly clofed by fhoals

and fand banks, extending from fide to fide fome leagues lower down

than where Captain Cook had anchored, I did not think, it prudent to

proceed until fome examination fhould have taken place ; efpecially as

fome of the crew were already froll-bitten, and in the event of our get-

ting a-ground, the carrying out anchors, and other duties confequent

upon fuch an accident, might expofe others to the like inconvenience.

For thefe reafons we again anchored, and after the fun had fhone about

three hours, I difpatched Mr. Whidbey in the cutter to afcertain the

matter in doubt. About ten in the forenoon he returned, having gone

feveral miles beyond where the fhoal was fuppofed to have been feen,

without m.'i^cting lefs than from i.j to 17 fathoms water. The appear-

ance that had been miftaken for a flioal proved to be floating ice, which

had been carried rapidly from the (hip with the llrcngth of the tide,

and then difappeared, giving it, in the gray of the morning, the fem-

blance of a fhoal overflowed by the flood tide ; this was manifelled by
the return of the next ebb, when, about noon, our horizon was cncom-
pafled in mofl dirctlions with floating ice, of various fhapes, magnitudes,

and colours.

The
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
The veather was calm and ferene. though intcnfely cold, and the ebb

tide obliging us to remain ftationary, aft'orded a good opportunity for

making fuch obfervations as were become requifitc ; by thefe the lati-

tude was found to be 6i° lo', longitude 210° ; and the variation in fix

fets of azimuths, by two compafles, fhewed the mean refult to be 20" 48'

eafterly, differing very materially from our laft obfervations, notwidi-

ftanding that the two ftations were not 30 leagues apart ; the latter how-

ever I confidered to be the moft correft. In this fituation, the north

Foreland bore by compafs s. 28 w. ; the nearcfl; fhorc s. 74 w., about a

league off; the ifland lying before the river Turnagain, n. ^r^ e. ; the

entrance of that river, N.70E.; point PoffefTion, K.87 e.; and the vol-

cano, s. 15 w., diftant 32 leagues. Favored with the flood tide and a

Ibuihcrly breeze, about three o'clock we refumed our courfe as before-

mentioned, and had foundings from 13 to 17 fathoms until feven in the

evening, when we fuddenly came into 6 and 4 fathoms ; but on hauling

a little to the fouth the water again deepened to 6 fathoms, in which we

anchored. The weft point of entrance into the northern branch of the

river, by compafs bore n. 48 e., 5 leagues diftant ; its eaft point, N.55 e.
;

Turnagain ifland, from n. 63 e. to eaft, and point Poflcffion, s. 35 e.,

diftant 10 miles. Four large pieces of ice were aground to the north of

us ; and as we were about 4 miles to the north of Captain Cook's track,

and a league to the fouth of the flioal laid down by him as extending

from the northern fliore, I confidered the ftioal we had anchored near,

to have been one that had efcaped his notice.

The wind blew a ftrong gale in the night from the n. n. w., the wea-

ther was intenfely cold, attended with a heavy fall of very fmall hard

Monday 21. frozcn fnow, that prevented our feeing far about us until monday after-

noon, when the weather clearing up about the time of low water, our

fituation was difcovered to be about a quarter of a mile from an exten-

five dry ftioal, bearing by compafs from s. 74 w. to n. 54 e. ; evidently

conneftcd with, and lying along the northern ftiore of, the river, which

was at the diftance of about five miles, and had the appearance, by the

direftion it took, of joining on to the weft point of its northern branch.

This left no doubt of its being the fame flioal as that delineated in Captain

Cook's
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Cook's chart, ikhougli 1> our obfcrvations, both the flioai and its ad-

joining (liore feem 10 he fome miles further to tin- loulli than is there

rcprcfentcii.

The weather continuing to be fai., and having a commanding breeze

from tiic N.N. w., we proceeded to the nonli-call along the edge of the

fhoal in foundings from 13 to 19 fathoms water, until al)out four o'clock,

when the depth again decreafed to 6^ fathoms. We ilood towards

lurnagain ifland, but not finding a deeper channel we anchored, ia or-

der to examine the paflage before we fhould proceed further. On this

fervicc Mr. Whidbey was difpatched at day-light the next morning with 'I'^^ciJjy 22.

two boats, and he returned about noon, having found in the channel a

depth of water from 7 to 17 fathoms, tlie deepell water being on the

ifland fide.

At four in the afternoon we weighed anchor, with the flood and a

Jight weflerly breeze ; but our fails had not fuflicient influence to atl

againfl the ftrength of the tide, which in fpiie of every endeavour to the

contrary preffed us toward the flioals, forming the northern fide of the

channel; here the fliip grounded for a fhort fpace of time, and again

floated without occafioning us the leafl trouble i the wind from the

weflward becoming at this junfclure fomewhat more powerful, we hauled

acrofs the channel into 7 fathoms water, where we again anchored, hav-

ing now advanced as far as the paffage had been examined.

A favorable change had this day taken place in our climate ; die mer-

cury in the thermometer had rifen to ;i<o, the weather was ferene, the air

comparatively mild, and we again flattered ourfelves that a more tem-

perate feafon was at length approaching.

The next morning we difcovered on the furface of the water innu- Wednci. 23.

merable large pieces of floating ice, which were drifted by the rapidity

of the tide with great violence againfl the fhip's bows, but forlunaicl)'

they were not of fufhcient magnitude to do us any injury. They how-
ever prevented the boats being hoifl;ed out until eight o'clock, when
Mr. Whidbey again proceeded in queft of a convenient flation for the

fliip, within the entrance of the northern branch ; this fervice engaged
him until two in the afternoon, when he returned, and reported that

Vol.. III. 1» from
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io6 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
from the fliip's anchorage the depth of water had gradually increafed to

lo and 15 fathoms, until he had reached the points of entrance, between

wliicli he had found 20 fathoms, and within them from 26 to 10 fathoms,

l)ut this depth was by no means regular. He had then diretted his rc-

foarches fome dillance further up the branch than the boats from the

Refokition and the Difcovery had penetrated in the )car 1 778, and

found all the Ihores round to the northward compolcd of compad low

land : and unleis the branch took a very (harp turn to the call or s. e., it

had every appearance of terminating not many miles beyond the extent

of his examination, in a fpacious bafon or harbour.

This account difappointed my expeftations, as it was not eafily rccon>-

cilable with the idea we had formed of the interior diflance to which we

fliould be led by the waters of this extenfive opening. The prefumption

that our progrefs would fpeedily be Hopped, became by this information

very (Irong; but as that point remained yet to be proved, I was deter-

mined to perfevere in my former intention, and weighing with the flood

about five in the evening, we fleered for the bafon or harbour defcribed

by Mr. Whidbey; and which, although by his account capable of afford'-

ing us protedlion and fhelter againfl the winds or the fea, did not promife

any very agreeable communication with the fliore. Our progrefs was

uninterrupted, and having about nine at night reached the limits of Mr.

Whidbey 's examination, we anchored near the eallern fide of the har-

bour in 7 fathoms water, black fand)' bottom.

'r!.urfiiy24. The Weather was fair the next morning, and at low tide a dry flioal

was feen flretching from a high cliffy point to the northward on the eaft-

ern fliore, where the river took an eaflwardly direftion. 'I'his fhoal

feemed to be connefled with the cliffy point, and to be fome feet above

water, forming as it were a ridge that extended towards the north-wefl

or oppofite fhore, and was apparently united to that fide alfo; at any

rate, it was evident that if a channel did exifl it could only be a very nar-

row one, and our curlofity became greatly excited by the appearances be-

fore us. For our fatisfaftion in this particular, and for the purpofe of

finding a more convenient ftaiion f^r the fhip, and a fupply of frefh water,

I made an excurfion after breakfafl, accompanied by fome of the officerrr.

We
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We had not long quitted the fliip, before we found u Ihcam of ex-

cellent water on the ealtern fliore, which, with little labour in clearing

away the ice, could be very conveniently obtained. Our attention was

now principally direfted to a bay or cove, that feemed to be fituaicd to

the fouthward of the cliffy point before-mentioned, where I entertained

hopes of finding a commodious refting place for the fliip, free from the

inconvenience of the drifting ice, which feemed likely to occafion u^

much annoyance. On reaching the fouth point of this bay, wc obferved

near die edge of the fleep cliffs that form it, fonie houfes; thefe wc vi-

fitcd, but found them fcarcely more than the fl<.eletons of habitations,

that had apparently been fome time deferted. The large ones were four

in number, of a different fhape and conflruftion to any of the houfes of

the North Well American Indians we had vet feen. One of thefe was

twenty-four feet long, and about fourteen feet wide, built with upright

and crofs fpars, had been covered in with the bark of the birch tree, and

when in good repair muft have been a very tolerably comfortable dwel-

ling. Their fliape refemblcd that of a barn, the fides perpendicular

about nine feet high, and the top of the roof about four feet higher,

which inclined uniformly from the fides until it met in the middle. Befide

thefo there were two or three finaller tenements or hovels half under

ground, and built more after the prevailing fafliion of the native inhabi-

tants of thefe regions. This circumflance, in addition to the fpars of

which the larger houfes were formed, having all been cut down by axes,

and evidently by perfbns acciiflomed to fuch tools, induced us to fuppofe

that this village had been the rcfidence of a party of Ruffians, or fome
other FAUopean vifitors, not only from the conflrudion of the larger

houies, but from the circumflance of thefe Indians not having yet been

induced to make the leaft ufe of the axe, but univerfaily preferring and

ufuig iron tools in the form of the knife or chifel.

From hence wo proceeded to the examination of the ba)-. On found-

ing from point to point, the deepell water was not found to exceed from

4 to rj fiuhonis, and this nearly at the top of the flood. And as tlio.

rile and fall of the tide according to our menfuration was not lefs than
j

liUlionis, this part of tl)c bay mufl neceffarily be nearly dry at low
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crater. After pafling to the north of the high chffy point to which at

low tide the fhoal had appeared to be united, we had for the fpace of a

quarter of" a mile 9 and 10 fathoms water, but on fleering over towards

the oppofite ov north-wed fliore the depth inftantly decreafed to 4 and

3 fathoms, and bv keeping as nearly as we could judge on the fhoal ridge

feen from the (hip, the depth was found to be from 20 to 14 feet water,

until within a little diftance of the north-^^efl: fide, when we had a few

cafts of j^ fathoms. At this time it was the top of high water neap

tides.

Being unprovided for a more cornprehenfive furvey, we left for future

examination the width of thefe fmall fpaces of deep water; as Hkewife

the afcertaining whether this fhoal conflituted only a bar, and whether

the extenfive flieet of water to the e.n.e. became again navigable for

fliipping, and ftretched to any remote diflance in that direftion. The

general appearance of the country indicated the contrary, as the fhores,

in every direftion in which we had feen them, had uniformly appeared to

defcend gradually, from the mountains to their termination at the water

fide, in low flat land, apparently firm and compaft ; fhould thefe waters

therefore penetrate beyond the limits of our view, their courfe mufl have

been between interlocking points at no great diftance from each other.

Our curiofity fo far fatisfied we returned to the fhip, not very well

able to reconcile with each other the feveral circumftances that had

thus fallen under our obfervation; namely, the rapidity and regularity

of the tide forming equal intervals of flood and ebb, both of equal

flrength, and fetting at the rate of 3 miles an hour ; with the water,

even at dead low tide, little, if at all, frefher than that of the ocean, al-

though at the diftance of near 70 leagues from the fea. Thefe feveral cir-

cumftances could not be confidered, notwithftanding the appearance of

the fhores, as indications of an early termination of this extenfive open-

ing on the coaft.

The watering place to which I intended to refort lying to the fouth of

our anchorage, we weighed with the latter part of the ebb, in order to

place the fhip as conveniently to it as the fhores would admit ; but in

attempting this, the fhip ran a-ground on a fhoal that had efcaped our

3 obfervation.
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obfervation, lying between our laft anchorage and the fhore. An an-

chor was immediately carried out, and on the return of the flood the

veflel was hove off, without having received any apparent injury.

The next morning Mr. Swaine was fent with a party to clear away Friday 25.

the ice before the run of water, and prepare a convenient fpot for the

reception of the calks ; whilfl another boat was employed in fearch of

the moft convenient anchorage for the fhip. This being found about a

mile to the fouthward of the run of water, we proceeded in the evening,

took our ftation there, and moored with a cable each way in 5 fathoms

depth at low water, foft bottom, compofed of fmall loofe ftones, and

fine black fand.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

CHAPTER V.

DangerouiJituation qftheJJiip in confequence of ice—Examination of the

upper part of Cook's river—Usfinal termination proving it to be only an

extenfive arm of the fea, it obtains the name of Cook's inlet—Joined by

the Ch ham—Mr. Puget's narrative during the feparation of the two

veffels
—Vifited by Ruffians—Qydt Cooks inlet—Afronomical and nautical

obfervations.

XIAVING taken a ftation as conveniently to the fhore as circumftances

would permit, on faturday morning we fat ourfelvcs earneftly about

the feveral necefl'ary duties we had to perform, amongft which was the

procuring of wood and water from the fliore. This fervice was greatly

interrupted by the floating ice, Wiiich by the rapidity of the tides was

rendered very dangerous to our boats, the utmofl: caution being re-

quired to prevent their being crufhed, not only when they were along

the fide of the fliip, but in their communication with the land, by the ice

which was in motion, and by that lodged on the fliore ; againft; which the

more buoyant mafles, tliough of confiderable fize, were driven with

great vioIf*ncc and dafhcd to pieces. Some anxiety was likewife felt for

the fafety of our cables, though every precaution in our power was ta-

ken for their protetlion.

In the afternoon we were vifited by twenty-three of the natives in a

large fkin canoe. Thcfe people were dcflitute of any weapons, and

were conducted by a )'Oung chief, named ChatidooUz, who fcemed to

pofl'els great imthoiity, and to be treated with much refpc61: by every

individual of the party ; whofe humble demeanor manifelled the inferi-

X ority
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ority of them all, excepting one, named Kamflooch, who appeared to be

fomcwhat younger than the chief, and to whom alfo the reft flicwed

much attention. This man attended tlie chief on all occafions, and was

the only one who was permitted to fit on the fame feat with him, tlie

oihcrs fquatting themfelves down on the deck. At full: half a dozen

only were admitted on board, but towards the evening the chief ear-

nelily folicitcd that they might all be allowed to enter the fliip, and that

their canoe might be taken on board. Apprchenfivc that fome pilfer-

ing atls might be committed, I made the chief acquainted with my fu(-

picions, and the confequent objcclion I had to their Ilecping on board.

This, though we were totally unacquainted with each others language,

was communicated by figns too cxprefllve of our meanings to be mif-

taken, as were the afliirances of the chief that I might rely on their

honefly; at the fame time exprcffing much apprehenfion for the fafety

of his people and their canoe, who were in a dangerous predicament,

from the large malTes of ice that were now pafhng the (hip. Tliefe ar-

guments, together with the extremely good behaviour of thofe few of

their countrymen who had vifited us, not many leagues from our

then flation, induced me to comply v/hh the earnefl defire o{ Chatidooltz,

and on their coming on board each prefejUed me whh one or two mar-

tin (kins. Ihcy feemed to be highly gratified with the indulgence grant-

ed them, fcrupuloufly exaft in ever)' particular, and behaved with a degree

of modefty and caution left they fhould give ofience, that was beyond

example, and extremely engaging.

Some of our gentlemen in quefl of game on fhore, had fallen in with

a family of about c'ghteen Indians, from whom they received the kind-

ell attention and civility ; and they had in return invited four or five of

them on board, which invitation they readily accepted. The latter party

were eviilently of a different tribe or fociety from thofe with Ckatidooltz
;

but they neverthelcfs were upon amicable and friendly terms, and paffed

a mofl cheerful evening together, and feemingly much to their mutual

fatisfattion. After eating a hearty fupper of fait meat and bifcuit, they

rcflcd very quietly until the next morning, when each of the party re-

ceived from me prefects of fnuff and tobacco, ear-fliclls, iron chifels,

btads,

I'iV;.
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beads, hawk's bells, buttons and needles, all of which fcemcd to be highly

valued, and were accepted with exprcflions of the moH grateful acknow-

ledgment.

As tlie drift ice did not feem to be in fuch abundance as on the pre-

ceding day, the chief and his party took their leave, and evinced their

approbation of the treatment they had received by finging as they pad-

dled round the fliip ; on which occafion Chaiidoollz, being the only one

[landing up in the canoe, performed many antic tricks that were very lu-

dicrous. The behaviour of thefe people whilft on board was perfectly

corrcfpondent with the aflurances given by their chief, and was in

every refpeft, not only free from the leafl cenfure, but deferving the

highcll commendation. They were permitted without any reftraint to go

where they jjleafed, and to fatisfy their curiofity in examining whatever

attrafted their attention, and without incurring the leaft difapprobation.

The chief promifed to repeat his vifit in the courfe of a few days ; and I

endeavoured to make him underftand that game or fifti would be very

acceptable to us, but the figns he made in return did not encourage us

to hope for a fupply of thefe refrefhments ; on the contrary, he re-

queued and procured fome bread and meat to take home with him,

which evinced that food at this feafon of the year with them, was not in

abundance.

Since the 21ft the weather had been very ferene, and the intenfity of

Monday 28. the cold had greatly abated ; the thermometer in the day time now Hood

at 40, and the nights were attended with little froft.

Anxious to avoid every poflible delay, Mr. Whidbey, with two boats

equipped for ten days, was difpatched with direftions to examine the river

Turnagain, fo long as his flores and provifions fhould laft; but fliould

that river be foon found to terminate, then to profecute the examination

of the eaftern fhore to the eaft Foreland, from thence acrofs the river

to the weft Foreland, and to continue his furvey along the weftern fhorc

back to the ftation of the fhip ; having fuppofed from the appearance of

the land that an opening, which might prove extenfive, did exift a few-

leagues to the north-eaftward of the north Fo;vi; .-d. In the mean timt:

I (liould
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I flioiild endeavour, as foon as our bufinefs on board was tolerably for- ^^7^4.

ward, to fatisfy myfelf with refpe6l to the termination or further extent v ,—

j

of thefe waters.

The drift ice already mentioned as exceflively troublefome, and great-

ly obllrufting our operations with the fhore, had latterly been confidered

in a diminifhing ftate; but contrary to our expedations, it was much

augmented by the flood tide, and large mafles, forming almoft complete

fields of ice, were driven by the increafed rapidity of the fpring tides

(that now moved at the rate of nearly 5 miles an hour) againfl; the

bows of the fhip with alarming violence, and made me regret too late

having difpatched the boats ; not only on account of their fafety, for

\vhich I became 'ery apprehenfive ; but alfo, left we fliould be driven

from our ftation by this powerful opponent, without being able to leave on

(hore any inftru6lions for their dire6lion.

The following day brought no favorable alteration; the quantity of Tuefday sj.

ice and the rapidity of the tide, particularly on the flood, were greatly

increafed and were truly alarming. One large body of ice hooked the

fmall bower cable, and with the violence of the tide broke it about 15

fathoms from the bows; at the fame time the cable of the beft bower, by

which alone the ftiip now rode, was conftantly prefled with fuch immenfe

^veiglus, that we fliould have had no hope of its being able to fuftain

them, had it not been a new fixteen-inch cable, nearly three inches in

girth more than thofe of our eftablifliment, which had been procured at

the cape of Good Hope, and to all appearance was very ftrong and
well made.

Notwithftanding however the confidence we had in this, our fituation

was very irkfome and extremely uncomfortable, from the apprehenfion
left the cable fliould be unable to refift the violent fliocks it repeatedly

received
; for in the event of its breaking, we fliould then be reduced to

only one anchor and a thirteen inch cable for our prefervation.

All communication with the fliore was at an end, and our apprchen-
fions for the fliip's fafety were now increafed by the violence with which
the ice, nearly as hard and ponderous as the folid rock, was fiequenth'

driven againft the fliip's bows, occafioning fucli fliocks as to awaken our
fears, left die hull of the vcflcl fliould fuftain fomc
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addition to tlicfe very unpleafant circumllances, on heaving in the flack

of the cable at higl: water we difcovcred it to be chafed, by its having

rubbed againfl foine rocks at the bottom. I'his accident was as unex-

pefted as it was ungrateful to our feelings. To have quitted a ftation fo-

precarious, and lb pregnant with difafters of the moll alarming nature,

wouhl have been a moll happy relief; yet, had we been ever fo much in-

clined, we were denied this refource, for not a breath of air had been in

motion during the lafl; twenty-four hours. Had we attempted to move, we

mull have refigned ourfelvcs to the immediate influence and impetuofity

of the llreain, encumbered with huge mafles of ice, through a very narrow

and intricate channel, without being able to leave behind us the leafi.

intimation for the guidance of the abfent part of our little community in

the boats. Our fmall bower anchor and cable were not confidered to be

irretrievably loft, and were of too much importance to be willingly aban-

doned. Thus clrcumfl^anced, we had no alternative but to remain, and

encounter as long as we might be able fuch a mafllve body of ice, as I

believe no commander of a Greenland fiiip, though fuch veflels arc

llrengthened and protetled for this efpecial purpofc, would have at-

tempted to ha^•e refifl:ed, unlefs obliged fo to do by the mofl: urgent

necelfity.

Towards flack water, particularly on the reflux, we had fome fliort

intermiflions of thefe threatening dangers ; in one of which, about noon

Y'ednef. 30. the following day, by means of creeping we fortunately hooked the broken

cable ; but the rapid return of the ice widi the flood afforded but fufficient

time to affix a buoy to it, for the purpofe of recovering it with more fa-

cility at the next favorable opportunity.

Juft. about the time of high water we were vifitcd by ten Ruflians, and

about twice that number of Indians, in a large open rowing boat;

who with great difficulty and much circuinfpc6lion got to the fliip

through the drift ice, which had now^ almoll formed one conneftcd field

from fide to fide. On their arrival the fiiip was tolerably quiet, but on

the return of the ebb we were fo incommoded by the ice, that our vifi-

tors cxpreffed great concern for our fiifcty. They frcquendy afked if

the fhip did not make much water, and whether we were duly attentive

to

I
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to that particular. This was perhaps fuggeu.-d to them by tht-ir not

feeinp- the pumps at work, for whofe fervices very Ibrtunately we had

little occafion. If I rightly underftood them, they had come with an

intention of pafhng the night with us: but after rem iiining on board

three very unpleafant hours, they took the advantage of ;m c.\tenfi\ e

open fpace between the fields of ice and departed.

Being ignorant of the Ruffian language, and our minds being filled

with the greatcR anxiety, we were ill calculated for the reception and

entertainment of ftrangcrs, and confequently not likely to benefit by

their converfation, or by any information they might have been able to

have communicated. The)- however very clearly gave me to ur.derfland.

that our anchorage was not in a river, but in an arm of the iea, which

finally clofed about fifteen verfls beyond the ilation we had taken.

This intelligence appeared to correfpo id with what had been fcen from

the boats on the 2 jth, which had given us reafon to believe, that bevond

the extent of our excurfion on that day it was fcarcely navigable for

boats. We alfo underflood, that the river Turnagain terminated not far

widiin its entrance, where they had walked over a hill or mountain that

occupied the fpace of fifteen or fixtcen verfls, and that they had there

defcended into an arm of the f(?a that had communication with Prince

William's found; acrofs which iflhmus is the route, by which thcv flated

that all their intercourfe between the Ruffian fettlcments, in this and that

extenfive inlet, was now carried on. One of diefe cftabliniinents I under-

n,ood was about eight miles to the fouth-eafl of the caft Foreland, where

a Ruffian two-mafled veffel was then lying: and that they had another

near the north Foreland, from whence the party had come; and a third

on the ifland of St. Hermogcnes. In Prince William's found I under-

flood the Ruffians had an eflablifhment in port Etches, and another near

Kaves ifland. Throughout the whole of this converfation, they feemed

to ufe every endeavour to imprefs us with an idea, that the American

continent and adjacent iflands, as far to the caflward as the meridian of

Kayes ifland, belonged exclufively to the Ruffian empire.

Whilfl we were thus annoyed by the ice, and kept in a continued

Itate of impatience and folicitude, the weather, though cold, was de-
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igiiifull)' IcTCiur and i)lcaf.int, and on "the iR of nay \vc had tl\c fatis-

faction dC feeing a Icis quantity of ice brought up by the flood tide, and

at low water we liad the ^ood fortune to recover our anchor and cable.

Frid.iv 2. I'j^j. ^g,^^ fij^y^ however, we were again mueli inconvenienced by thr

ice, and in the hope of a clearer bottom, we Ihifted our (hition a liulc

to the fouth-eallward, but by no means improved our condition : lor ai

low water the cable was found to have hooked to a rock, ar;' whiKt

we were endeavouring to clear it. the (hip on fuddenly fwinging in fliore

grounded, and fo remained until fhe was floated off by the return of the

flood tide. On founding, much more water than the vell'el drew was

found clofe around her ; and from hence it is reafonable to fuppofc, that

the fliip had relied on one of thofe apparently moveable fabrics of rock

before defcribed, which lie in great numbers over all the (hallow flats, ex-

tending from thefe fliores as far down as the low v,ater of the fj^ring

tides enabled us to difcern.

At the (lack of the flood tide, with a light breeze from the fouth, we

weighed, flood more into mid-channel, and anchored in 12 fathoms,

fandy bottom. The weather altered, and a material change took place

Saturdays, the next day. The flcy was obfcured by thick mifty rain and fog, that

Sunday 4. continued until the forenoon of funday, uhen the weather became again

fair and pleafant, and we had the fatisfatl'on of feeing the furface of the

water nearly free from ice, and of re-commencing our bufinefs with the

ftiore.

In the evening we had the happinefs of receiving Mr. Whidbev and

his party on board, after having accompliflied the fervice he had been

fent to perform.

His eourfe had been direfted from the fiiip's ft^ation along the larboard

or eaftern fliore, to the fouth-wefl: point of entrance into this branch,

which, after His Excellency the RuflTian ambaflador at the Britifh court, I

call Point Woronzow, fituated in latitude 6o''8', longitude 210° 36'

;

and its north-eafl; point of entrance lying from point Woronzow n. 37 e.

diflant two miles, I call Point Mackenzie, after the Right Honorable

James Stuart Mackenzie. From point Woronzow the eaftern fliore

takes a diredion s, 19 w., for four miles, to a point which I call Point

Camp DELL

J
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Camfbeil, and wliicli, with point PofTcfrion, may be confi(l(M ; as the

outer north-eall and louth-welt j)()int.s of Turnagain river.

Mr. Whidbey proeceded elofe along that fhore, but he was foon inter-

rupted by a fhoal that extends front it to the north-ead point of 'I'urn-

again idand, and obliged us to pafs along the north fide of the illand,

whieh in a direftion K.x.i;. and w.s.w. is three miles and a half long

and half a league broad. Near its well point a (lioal (hetches about half

a league in a north-well direftion, from the wefl point of the iflanrl,

where the latitude was obferved to be 61° 8'. Endeavours were made

to get in with the larboard or north-cad fhore without fuccefs, being

again repulfed by the (hoals that extend from three to four miles from

it. The examination was continued up this arm in 5, 6, and 7 fathoms

water, favored by a flrong flootl tide, but fo frefli a gale from the eafl-

ward, that a very heavy and irregular fwell was produced, which in two

inflances nearly filled the large cutter, broke off the head of the rudder,

and required the utmoft efforts and exertions of the party to preferve

the boat from finking. The fliores in their vicinity were inaccefTible,

and, under circumllances fo difcouraging, they had no other probable

means of bettering their condition, than bv inclining as near to the

fouthern fhore as the fhoals that extended from it would j)ermit ; this

was efTefted, and when the range of the arm was fhut in, the water be-

came fmoother. About five in the evening thev readied a fmall iflet

lying clofe to the fouthern fhore, in a direftion from the wefl point of

Turnagain ifland, s. 45 e., diflant fourteen miles. The flood at this time

being nearly expended, and this feeming likely to prove an eligible refl-

ing place for the night, no time was lofl in endeavouring to obtain fome

relief from the uncomfortable fituation to which they had been reduced

by the feas that had broken into the boat, and had wetted mofl of

their arms and apparel. Their repofe during the night was greatly

diflurbed by large quantities of ice that were brought down by the ebb

tide, and occafioned them great labour and difficulty to prevent the

boats being broken adrift.

The flrong caflerly gale continuing, and the tide being adverfe to

their purfuit, the party was detained until noon the next dav on the
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iflt't, which lies about a league to the foiith-wcfl of what may he conR-

di'inl as the inner i'outh-well ])oint of entrance into Turnagain river,

v.-hofi.' inner north-ead point lies from it n. 42 f.., at the difhtnce of

three miles and three quaiters. The latitude on the illet was obferved to

be 60" 5
7
-J',

its longitude 210" 43'; low \s'ater afforded a good opportu-

nity for viewing the furrounding region. I'he fliorcs between the outer

and inner points appeared to be from 3 to 1 leagues afunder; each fide

formed a bay at high water, but the fhorcs of" thcfe bays could not be

approached, on account of the fhallow flat that extends from the land

on the northern fide Irom three to five miles, and from the oj)pofite

Ihore about half that dilbincc, between which is a channel about a league

and a half wide, which is alio interrupted by a fhoal that appean-d in

many places to be dry, and fituatcd about midway between the idet and

Turnagain illand; lying in a diretlion n.k. and s. w., about a league

and a half long, and half a league broad, leaving between its fouth point,

and the (hoals extending from the fouthern fhore, a channel not more

than half a league in width.

With the fird of the flood the party proceeded in foundings from 7

to 1 1 fathoms, until they had paffed the inner points of entrance, when

the depth of water fuddenly decreafed to .\ fathoms, and fliortly after to

2 and 3 feet, even in raid-channel, from whence the direftion of the

river extended about s. 70 e. ; this was purfued for about 4 leagues from

the place where the water had firll become flioal; the fliores were com-

pa£l, and the width was now contrafted from a league to half that dif-

tance. Mr. Whidbey feveral times crofl'ed from fide to fide, without

finding more than thirty feet water, nearly at the conclufion of the flood

tide, and in a channel not more than an hundred yards wide. From
hence this arm, (for it was now proved to be no longer intitled to the

name of a river) appeared fl;ill to extend in the above direftion for about

7 miles further, where in latitude 60° 54', longitude 211° 30', it feemed

finally to terminate in a circular manner, furrounded by high fteep bar-

ren mountains, covered with perpetual fnow. This termination, though

fcarcely admitting of a doubt, Mr. Whidbey was very anxious to

afceitain more pofitively than by the didaut view that had been af-

2 forded
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rordcd of it; but as they had now advanced as far up as a very rapid

flood tide would carry them, they could not attempt to contend with

the ebb, which returns at the rate of five or fix miles an hour; and the

f'aores on cither fide within their reach did not afford the lead fhcltcr

vv'here they could have waited for the fueeceding flood, and have been

prote6led, during the ebb, from the dangers to which they niuRoI' necef-

fity have been expofed, from the immenfe maffcs of ice in all diretLions,

fbme lying aground, others floating, or rolling by the force of the flrcam

over the fbft mud that compofes the bottom. For tliefe reafons the)-'

were obliged to return with the ebb, and did not find any fhcltcr until

they had arrived within a league of the iflet before mentioned, where

about nine in the evening they reached a fmall cove, that admitted fjf their

boats being hauled up clear of the ice during the night.

The country bordering upon the bays between the outer and inner

points of Turnagain arm is low, well wooded, and rifes with a gradual

afcent, until at the inner point of entrance, where the fhores fuddenly rife

to lofty eminences in nearly perpendicular cliffs, and compofe fkipendous

mountains that are broken i.ifo chafms and deep gullies. Down thefe

fufhed immenfe torrents of water, rendering the naked fides of thefe pre-

tipices awfully grand ; on their tops grew a few ffuntcd pine trees, but

ihey were nearly deflitute of every other vegetable producfion. The

tide in this fituation rofe thirty feet perpendicularly, i'o that at lou' water

this arm mufl be dry or nearly fo ; and as Mr. Whidbey confidercd it

unfafe to be navigated, and uiidelerving any further examination, he pro-

ceeded in the morning of the ^oth in the execution of his further orders,

towards point Poffetfion, which by our obfervations is fituated in latitude

61° 3', longitude 210" 18'. The bottle left there by Captain King was

fearched for without effeft ; and as the party proceeded to the fouth-weff,

they met the RufTian boat on its way to the fliip ; but as they were bound

in different direftions, the interview was fliort, and without acquiring

any information in addition to that which had been already detailed. On
the commencement of the flood the party was obliged to flop at a poiiil

lying from point Pc-iTcflion, s. 63 \v., at the diftance of 7 miles. Here

a diliant view was obtained of the fhores before them to the fouth-w.H.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
The whole fpace, fo far as they were able to difcern any objefts, wa?

incumbered with an immenfe number of conical rocks, detached from

each other on a nankof fand and fmall flones, that extended a league

and upwards from the fliore. Thefe rocks are of different elevations,

and as few of them are of fufficient height to appear above the furface at

high v/nfipr, the navigating of this fhore with fuch rapid tides required to

be undertaken with the greateft caution. The ebb tide in the night be-

ing ill calculated for this purpofe, their tents were pitched on the upper

part of the beach, clear of the fnow, with which the ground was as yet

in mod places covered.

In the evening, on the difcharge of fome mulkets that had become

damp, fifteen Indians came from the woods, and with great cheerfulnefs

and affability welcomed their new vifitors, by prefenting them with fome

dried falmon ; which very friendly behaviour Mr. Whidbey amply re-

quited, and accompanied them to their habitations, which were about a

mile from the boats, confifling of two huts that had been recently built,

each containing a family of about fifteen perfons, of different ages and

both fexes ; whofe behaviour was in every refpeft marked with the fame

honefl and orderly decorum exhibited by thofe of their countrymen who
had vifited the fhip.

The next morning their furvey was continued through this rocky la-

byrinth, extending along the fhore about 7 leagues, to a point lying from

the eaft Foreland n. 35 e., diftant 2 leagues. The utmoft circumfpec-

tion was required to condu£l the boats clear of thefe dangerous pyrami-

dical rocks, rifing perpendicularly from a bafe at the depth of 4 to 9
fathoms, and perfeftly fteep on every fide within the diftance of a boat's

length. Had our boats grounded on any of them with the rapidity of the

falling tide, nothing lefsthan inflant deftruftion could have been expefted.

This very extraordinary rugged region appeared to join the fouthern fide

of the fhoal, on which the Refolution had grounded in the year 1778;

and hence it mufl be confidered as a mofl fortunate circumflance, that

neither Captain Cook nor ourfelves had attempted to pafs on the fouth

fide of that fhoal.

Between
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l>ct^\•cen ihe point where tins (Imal terminates and the eatl Foreland

is a Ihallow bay, with foundings of 7 and 8 fathoms, within a conve-

nient diitance of the fliore, fliehered from the eafl;, fouth, and fouth-wcfl

winds, and not nuich expofed to thofe which blow from die oppofite

quarters. Mr. WhidbeyV; examination of this place, however, was not

very minute, being anxious loaccomphJli the more important objc'rts of

his expedition. On reaching the call Foreland he obfervcd tlie lati-

tude to be 60 °43', longitude 209° 19'. This comprehended the ex-

tent of the furvey on the eallern (horc. After crolliug over to the

weft Foreland, a difhiiice of eight miles and an half in a well diretlion

between thefe points, they hauled up their boats, to prevent their being

injured by the ice, which defcended in vail bodies down the river, and

refted here for the night ; where they were vifited by our Indian

palfengers, who exi)rcHi;tl much pleafure on feeing them again, and

prefented them with the only eatables they had to oiler, a few dried fal-

inon. The next morning (may the 2d) the weather was ha7v. a heavy

fwell rolled frf)m the fouth, and broke with much violence on the fliore,

along which they had continued their furvey to the north Foreland,

fituated in latitude 61". |', longitude 209*37'. "^ '"^ fpace between this

point and the weft Foreland tijrms a fpacious open bay. Shallow wa-

ter extends from the latter to within about 5 leagues of the former

point, from whence a depth of ^ fathoms was found clofe to the main

land. Many of the natives were feen about their habitations as our

party palled along the bay; and, where they had occalion to land, fome

of thele good people obferving that the boats were prevented by the

(iioals fronj reaching the Ihore, they rufhed into the water, notwiihftanding

the weather was very cold and unpleafant, and offered their friendly aflif-

tance to land our gentlemen, by carrying them through the water; which

acceptable fervice they not only performed with the greatefl care

and attention, but made their new vifitors fome trivial prefents; which

were recompenced by returns highly fiuisfatlory to them. The ebb tide

having commenced by the time they had reached the north Foreland,

our party ftopped for the night clofe in the vicinity of the RuRiiin

cftablifhtnent, mentioned by thofe who had vifited the ftiip in the
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large open boat, to which our gentlemen received a moll friendly invi-

tation.

At this ftation there was only one large houfe, about fifty feet long,

twenty-four wide, and about ten feet high; this was appropriated to

the refidence of nineteen RulTians, under the direiUons of an elderly

man, who conduced our party into the houfe by a ln)all door, tliat was

its only entrance, and leated them at a table near the upper or further

end of the habitation, where a repaft, confifting of dried fifli and cran-

berries, was produced ; but the ofFenfive fmell of the houfe prevented

any relifh for thefe dainties, and on their hoft perceiving a reluflance

to partake of the refreihments he had fet before them, he ordered the

cranberries to be taken away, and after they had been beaten up with

fome train oil they were re-produced, with the hope of their being

rendered in this flate more palatable. Thefe hofpitable endeavours

to entertain their vifitors proving unfuccefsful, and our gentlemen

having facrificed as muck to politenefs as their ftomachs would bear,

felt great relief in once more breathing the pure though cold air, and

returned to their tents ; where the badnefs of the weather detained

them the following day, and afforded them an opportunity of repay-

ing the intended hofpitality of their Ruffian friends, who very heartily

partook of fuch cheer as the party had to offer.

By the affiflance of a very indifferent interpreter. Mr.Whidbey un-

derftood that the Ruffians had been at diis flation neatly four years,

yet there was not the leaft appearance of cultivation, although in the

fummer feafon the foil moff probably was capable of producing many
ufeful articles of food. This, however, feemed to be of little moment
to the European refidents, as they appeared to be perfe611y content to

Jive after the manner of the native Indians of the country
; partaking

with equal relifh and appetite their grofs and naufeous food, adopting

the fame fafliion, and ufing the fame materials for their apparel, and

differing from them in their exterior appearance only by the want of

paint on their faces, and by their not wearing any of the Indian or-

naments. So far as any conclufion could be drawn from this fhort in-

terview, the Rufftans feemed to live upon the moU intimate terms of
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fVicndfliip with the Indians of all defcriptions, who appeared to be pei

fetlly fatisfied in being fubjetied to the Rulhan authority.

The weather proving more favorable, on the 4ih the party again pro-

ceeded early in the morning, and continued tlieir furvey from the north

Foreland along the weflern fhore ; where, for the fpace of about 2

leagues to the north of this point, tolerably good anchorage was found.

and commodious communication with the (hore, abounding with wood

clofe to the water fide, and affording feveral lircams of excellent water.

But this fpace was greatly expofed to the cad and fouth-eafl winds,

which are evidently the moll prevailing and violent in tiiis country ; as

Mr. Whidbey remarked, in every place where he had landed, that all

the trees that had fallen were lying with their heads toward the well and

N.W., and that all the perennial vegetables alio were lodged with their

tops in the fame direftions. From this extent the flioals gradually

Itretched to the diftance of five miles from the fliore, until they joined

on to point Mackenzie; the land between this point and the north

Foreland was compofed of a low and perfeftly compaft Ihore, without

the fmallell difcernible opening, fo near as the flioals allowed them to

approach ; and having now fully acconiplifhed the objeft of their ex-

pedition, they returned to the (hip.

It now only remained to determine the extent of the place we were in;

and notwithftanding that the low water at fpring tides had fufficiently

fhewn that we were already advanced nearly to its utnioll navigable

boundary, yet fo extraordinary and unexpe6lcd a termination of this ex-

tenfive inlet demanded a more minute invelligation.

Whilll our wockI and water were completing, which the ice liad pre-

vented our accomplifhing ; on tuefday morning, accompanied by Mr. TucfJay o.

Baker, Mr. Menzies, and fome other gentlemen, I departed with the

yawl and fmall cutter, provided with fupplies for four days. Our exa-

mination was direfted along the weftern Ihore ; and we were not long in

determining that, at a little diltance from the place where wc had for-

merly founded, the fhoals, which were dry at low water, conne6k'd the

two fhores together; and from an eminence that we afccnded, we law the

fpace beyond, which at high tide becomes an extenfive fliect of water,
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now occupied by numberlefs banks of fand one behind the other, witli

I'lnall pools of water between them. Notwith (landing tluTo indications

that any further examination was unnecelfary, I relolved to continue

our refearches as flir as it might be found navigable for the boats ; and

for that purpofe we kept on the wcflern fliore, although we could not

approach very near it, on account of the (lioals that extended from it,

on which were lodged a very large quantity of ice. The depth of water

was generally 1, 2, and 3 fathoms, very irregular, and now and then 4
fathoms at about half flood.

As we advanced to the north-eaft, the weftern fhore gradually inclined

towards the eaftern (liore, until they were not more than half a mile

afunder, forming (till a fmall continuation of the branch, in which we

found from 8 to 12 feet water, nearly at high tide; this we followed

about 2 miles, when our curiofity became fatisfied by feeing its eaftern

banks unite with thofe on the weftern fide, and terminate in a circular

form, the moft diftant part being about half a league from us, in which

fpacc was fome banks of dry fand.

The ftiores we had pafled were compaft ; two or three fmall ftreams of

frefh water flowed into the branch between low fteep banks ; above thefe

the furface was nearly flat, and formed a fort of plain, on which there

was no fnow, and but very few trees. This plain ftretched to the foot

of a connefted body of mountains, which, excepting between the weft

and north-weft, were not very remote; and even in that quarter the

count^-v might be confidered as moderately elevated, bounded by dif-

tant uupendous mountains covered with liiow, and apparently de-

tached from each other ; though poftibly they might be connefted by

land of infufficient height to intercept our horizon. This we had found

to be the cafe with the connected ridges on the coaft of North Weft

America, whofe lofty fummits formed in many inftances the bafes only

of the ftill more ftupendous detached mountains. To the northward

round by the eaft, and towards the Ibuth-eaft, the nearer mountains,

though of a height inferior to thofe in the oppofite region, were capped

with fnow, and appeared to form an uninterrupted barrier; the defcend-

ing plams from which feemed, by their apparent uniformity, to indi-
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cate no probability of their being any where interfctlcd by water. That

whicli flowed between tlie banks of the river Itill retained a very confi- v_

derable degree of faltnefs, and clearly j)roved, that neither bv falls, flats,

marlhes, or fens, any largo body of frefli w'ater found its way to the

ocean by this communication, and that conlequently, according to the

general acceptation of geographical terms, this can be no longer confi-

dered as a river ; I fhall therefore diftinguifh it henceforth as an inlet.

Thus terminated this very extenfive opening on the coad of North

Weft America, to which, had the great and firlt difcoverer of it, whofe

name it bears, dedicated one day more to its further examination, lie

would have fpared the theoretical navigators, who have followed him in

their clofets, the talk of ingrnioufly afcribing to this arm of the ocean a

channel, through which a north-weft paffage exifting according to thcir

doftrines, might ultimately be difcovered.

Whilft we were engaged in making the neceffary obfervations for af-

certaining the final termination of Cook's inlet, the northern extent

of which was found to be in latitude 61° 29', longitude 211° 17', we

were attended by a party of the natives, who condu6led themfelves in

the fame orderly manner as thofe we had before feen; they invited us

with great carneftnefs to their habitation, which was found on the plain

about a mile from the water fide; it confifted of a houfe fimilar to thofe

we had feen on the 24th of april, and, like them, appeared to have been

conftru6led by the Ruffians; but as it was greatly out of repair, we

fuppofed it was now only appropriated as a temporary rcfting place for

travellers. Our vifit, I believe, v/as very acceptable, if a judgment might

be formed by our reception and the cheerful and affable behaviour of the

whole party, who, on finding that our intentions were to depart, fohrited

us to prolong our ftay ; and, as an inducement for doing fo, gav^ s to

undcrftand, that our friendly joung chief Chatidooltz was at no great

diftance, and would foon arrive at their dwelling. But our curiofity being

fatisfied, and having no bufinefs to detain us longer, we took our leave,

and direded our way back to the fliip wnth the firft of the ebb tide ; and

found but juft fufficient depth of water for the boats over the fhallow flat

we had to pafs, extending about 5 leagues. About four o'clock in the
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
afternoon we arrived on board, where every thing was in readinefs to

return down the inlet the next morning.

Ahhough, by the information we had thus acquired, the profpeft of

concluding our furvey of the coaft during the prefent feafon was greatly

improved, yet it was not podible to avoid a certain degree of mortifica-

tion from the refleftion, that our opinions refpefting the extent to which

thefe waters were likely to lead, had been fo extremely erroneous. This

evidently proved the fallacy of analogous reafoning, which the human

mind is too apt to render fubiervient to fome favorite hypothefis, and

too frequently to adopt, even under the appearance of manifeft contra-

ditlions.

In the evening two guns were heard in the offing, and on wednefday

morning a brig was feen at anchor before the entrance into this place,

which proved to be the Chatham. Mr. Baker was immediately fent to

advife the commanding officer that we (hould return by the earlieft

opportunity.

About noon Mr. Puget came on board, from whom I lerrned, that

on the evening of our feparation he had carried a prefs of fail in or-

der to keep up with us, which, together with a very heavy, irregular

fea, occafioned the veffel to labour extremely, and yet ftie made fo lit-

tle progrefj, that their diftance from us was gradually increafed until

the Difcovery was no longer vifible. The next morning (march i6th}

upwards of four feet water was found in the Chatham's hold ; this in a

great meafure accounted for the prefflire and uneafinefs under which

the \efrel had laboured the preceding evening. To difengage themfelves

from this inconvenience both pumps were employed until eight o'clock.

Mr. Puget ffated likewife, that during their paffage from the Sandwich

iilands tiie Chatham had proved rather crank, and that her upper works

had been found very leaky.

Agreeably to the appointed rendezvous, Mr. Puget had commenced

and continued his examination of the weftern fide of this inlet from cape

Douglas to our prefent ftation ; it was found to be a compaft (hore,

without any collateral branches, or navigable openings ; but as fome

further obfervations were neceff'ary for adjuffing our furvey of that

coaff, which in all probability would be procured in cur paffage down

the
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the inlet, the delivery of his documents was poftponed until we {houid

arrive in port Chalmers : nevenhelefs, as the principal occurrences ap-

pertain to his refearches in this inlet, I (hall here infert the particulars

of the information fo acquired.

Few circumftances worthy of remark fccmcd to have taken place dur-

ing the Chatham's paffagc to the coafl of America, which was i\;cn at day-

light on the loth of april; and at noon, in latitude 56" 56', cape Greville

bore by compals N. 50 w., and the fouthernmolt land in light s. 74 \v.

Her courfe was now dire6led at the diftance of 7 to 15 leagues from the

land, which, by the 1 2th at noon, brought them to the latitude of 58"

22', cape St. Hermogenes by compafs bearing s. 55 w., and the coafl in

fight from s. 85 w. to s. 35 w. Favored with a frefli breeze from the

s.s.E. they Iteered towards cape Douglas, between the barren ifles and

point Banks, for the purpofe of acquiring fome information refpefting

Smoky bay. Between cape St. Hermogenes and point Banks many de-

tached rocks were feen, lying at fome diflance from the main land, but

the (hores in their immediate neighbourhood appeared to be bold, and

free from any vifible danger. The s.e. wind incieafed in the evening,

attended with fome fnow. In pafTing point Banks they were vifited by two

Ruffians, who, by the help of an indifferent interpreter, informed them

that no veffel had gone up the inlet this feafon; and from hence they

concluded that they fhould precede the Difcovery in ius examination. By

the mofl; intelligent of the two, whofe name was George Portoff, they

were alfo informed, that to the fouth-eafl of point Banks they had pafTed

a very fine harbour, where the Ruffians had an effabliflmient, and where

a floop, mounting eight carriage guns was then lying, under the com-

mand of Alexander Berrenoff ; which gentleman he faid would be happy

to vifit the Chatham in the morning, could he be informed where fhe

was likely to be found ; but this was fo intirely dependant upon circum-

ftances that no appointment could poffibly be made. Portoff flated, that

this eftablifhment confifted of forty Ruffians, that they had another of

equal confequence in Prince William's found, and fome fmaller ones up the

inlet. Mr. Pugei endeavoured to procure fome information relative to

Mr. Billings's voyage of difcovery, under the Ruffian authority, in thefe

regions,
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
regions, and alfo concerning the navigable extent of the inlet; but all hi<;

inquiries prtn'cd unfuccefsfu], as the Ruffians either could not, or would

not, comprehend anvof thofe queftions. On their departure they very

obligingly took charge of a letter which Mr. Puget had addreffcd to me.

communicating the information of the Chatham's arrival, and the plan

of operations he intended to purfue.

The wind, which had veered in the night to the n.e., fell calm

earh' in the morning of the 13th, and was attended by a very heavy fall oi

fnow: which continued, notwithftanding a fine breeze fprang up about

noon from the n.w., with which their courfe was fi^ill dire6ted towards

the wcftcrn fhore, in the hope, that fome interval of clear weather would

enable them to find fhelter, in the vicinity of the place where their fur-

vey v\^as intended to commence. But as a flrong ebb tide fat out from

that fliore, and as the wind had fliifted more to the wellward, with an

appearance of very unfettled weather, Mr. Puget was induced to (land

over towards cape Elizabeth ; as the (hores there were known to afford

both fhelter and anchorage, to which it was highly important to refort,

until the feafon fhould be more propitious to the arduous talk of dif-

co\'ery.

The obfcurity produced by the falling fnow, rendered their fituation

very irkfome and unpleafant as they approached the eaflern fide of

the inlet, cfpcciallv as at this time they were threatened with a florm.

At length they difcovered that they had entered a bay to the north of

cape Elizabeth, with the appearance of a harbour to the eafl, and a

cove before them on the northern fide, that promifed to afford fecure

anchorage. For this they immediately fleered, and paffed fome funken

rocks that lie about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. Here they felt

the influence of a very flrcng flood tide from the eaftward, through the

channel formed by the iflands lying off that fhore, which, having met

with fome oppofing current, appeared like breakers, extending nearly

half way acrol's the entrance into the cove ; and although the depth wa.s

not Icfs than 14 fathoms, yet fo violent was the agitation, that the cabin

windows were obliged to be fecured by the dead lights. The cove having

the appearance of being an eligible refling place until the weather

2 Ihould

'!



', .!

.

laving

lather

lould

^ 3

ROUND THE WORLD.
fliould permit them to become better acquainted with the adjacent

fhores, they worked in, and anchored in 5 fathoms water, fandy bottom. >•

The fouth-weft point of the cove, in a hne with cape Elizabeth, bore by

compafs s. 5 w. ; a narrow channel leading to fea between the ifiands and

the main land, s. 48 e, ; the bottom of the cove, n. 67 w. ; and the near-

e(l fliore s. 57 w., a quarter of a mile diftant.

The very menacing appearance of the weather in the afternoon, di-

re6led them to lofe no time in fearching for a place of greater fafcty ; and

about four o'clock a boat, that had been fent on this fervice to the north-

eaftward, returned with the very pleafant intelligence, that at not more

than half a league from the cove there was a harbour, affording every

fhclter and proteftion that could be required. During the abfence of

the boat the gale, as well as the fall of fnow, had greatly increafed, and

both were ftill increafing; the wind however was favorable to their pro.

ceeding to this retreat, at which they foon arrived. It proved to be a

perfe6l bafon, and they anchored in it at a convenient diftance from the

fouthern fhore. To having thus providentially gained this protefled

fituation, they probably owed their prefervation ; for during the night

they had a very heavy fall of fnow, attended by a moft violent (lorm

from the fouthward, and an intenfe froft, the thermometer being at 20.

To the fury of this ftorm they would have been very dangeroudy ex-

pofed at their former anchorage, for notwithftanding that the very fnug

(lation they had now taken was not more than three hundred yards from

the weather fliore ; yet fo violent was the gale, that they were obliged to

let go a fecond anchor to prevent the veffel from driving.

The wind in the morning had much abated of its fury, but the fall of

fnow and the feverlty of the frofl: fl;ill continued. This inclemency of

the weather did not prevent the vifits of the natives. About twenty-fix

of thefe good people, in fmall fldn canoes, approached the Chatham with

fome little caution. All the party, excepting one canoe, ftopped at the

entrance of the harbour until this one had reconnoitred, who meeting

with an agreeable reception, the appointed fignal was made, and the

others without further hefitation inftantly repaired alongfide, and vrere

admitted on board.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Their conduft was exaftly fimilar to that of their more northern neigh-

bours who had vifited the Difcovery, all their aftions were dirc£>ed by

the ftrifteft honefty ; the mofl implicit confidence was repofed in all their

dealings, and in no one inftance did they abufe the indulgences that

were fhewn to them. They were very eager, expert, and clever in all

their commercial dealings. They bartered away their garments, wea-

pons, fifhing-tackle, and ornaments in great variety, but neither offered,

nor appeared to have any furs for fale. Their various articles of drefs,

&c. were exchanged principally for fpoons and beads, as thefe people

placed but little value on iron or copper. Many of them fpoke the Ruf-

fian language, ai^ ixom what could be inferred from their converfation

and figns, it fhould appear that they are much attached to the people of

that nation.

The wind at n. w. bringing more favorable weather in the evening,

the Chatham proceeded about half a league along the fouthern fliore, in

order to take a flation near an excellent run of water, and which in other

xefpefts was more commodious for tranfafting their bufniefs with the

fliore. When moored the watering place bore by compafs s. 17 e., at the

diftance of a cable and a half; the points of entrance into the harbour,

s. 81 vv., and n. 70 w. ; fome detached rocks above water, from n. 66 e.

to N. 77 E. ; the oppofite fide of the harbour being about a mile dillant.

Owing to the extreme inclemency of the weather, their operations of

xefitting were greatly retarded; ftorms fucceeded ftorms, blowing from

all quarters with great violence, and attended with very heavy falls of

fnow. In one of thefe,. on the 19th, the mercury in the thermometer fell

to 15, which was the greateft degree of cold they experienced.

The wind between eaft and s. e. blew on the 22d with more than its

former fury, and during the nighl obHged them to ride with two anchors

a-head until the next morning ; when, after fome veryheavy rain, the wind

moderated, the clouds difperfed, and by noon the weather had become

fcrene and plcafant, the mercury having rilen to 42. This favorable

change enabled tbera to accomplifh all their neceffary bufinefs with the

ihore, and on the following morning they failed out of the harbour, for

the purpofe of proceeding towards cape Douglas ; but calm weather

about
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a'oout noon obliged them to anchor in the cove before mentioned, im-

mediately on the outfide of the harbour, where a fingle Ruflian took up

his refidence amongft a fmall party of the natives. This man, with an*

other of the name of Mallacha, who faid he commanded a floop mount-

ing eight guns, had, during the boifterous weather, vifited the Chatham.

On much anxiety being at that time exprefTed to procure fome tidings of

the Difcovery, and as fome intelligence feemed likely to be gained by

fending over to cape Douglas, Mallacha took charge of a letter from

Mr. Puget, which he promifed (hould be fafely delivered, and an anfwer

returned in cafe the Difcovery had arrived in the inlet. Mr. Puget pre-

fented him with an aflbrtment of ufeful commodities, and added to thefe

fome provifions and rum. This tranfaftion took place on the 23d, and

he promifed to be back, or to meet the Chatham on her way towards

cape Douglas, in the courfe of a few days ; but on their arrival in tliis

cove, they were greatly furprized by receiving a vifit from the refident

Jluffian in a ftate of intoxication, who delivered a requeft from Mallacha

for an additional fupply of rum, and who, from this man's account, ap-

peared to have been in this cove ever fince he had quitted the Chatham,

and in a conflant ftate of inebriety. Mr. Puget, juftly incenfed nt Mallacha's

unpardonable conduft, refufed his requeft ; and confidered tlie following

information given by the other as deferving of little credit. He ftated,

that about twelve or fourteen days before fome Indians had feen a three-

mafted vefl'el pafs to the north of the barren iflands on her w^ay up the

inlet, and that an Englifli veflel had anchored off the Kodiak for about

four hours, and then was driven to fea by a fouth-caft gale, and had been

no more feen.

On this occafion I cannot help obferving, that the difcrediting of theli:

reports was probably more owing to incorrect interpreters than any inten-

tion on the part of the Ruftians to deceive, and it (hews the great uncer-

tainty of any information obtained, when a competent knowledge of the

language made ufe of is not mutually poflefled by the parties converfing.

This cannotprobably be more fully exemplified than in the prefent inftance,

in which it is fair to prefume, that the intelligence (ionveyed was founded

on fafts ; for the Difcovery had unqueftionably paffed to the north of the

S 2 barren
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I'artrn illaiuls, and had diniJnl hcv comic up ihc inU't about ilic tiuic

J .dludal to : \\c had hkowid- hau hrcahurtl ou ihc ivcuiui;; «)l the r^th of

apiil, with uioil ol'our liul.s ilowcd u|), wilhiu lour or hvf inilcs oi iho

(alli'iii toall oi Ko(hak, uhnt" wo ri iiMiufd (lationarv in ^ood Inuuthn^^s

luatly lour hours, and niighl oalily have luru coiilidciid at niulior;

lji>m whciui", with tho wind in thr canciii (jnaricr, we w<'rc (hivcn to

lea, anil routrnded widi nuich hoilliious weather. ilu- Indians alio,

who vilital the l)ilio\crv whilll bioahncd, lU-arlv undcrllood Ilu- was an

l''ni;iiih vtlirl ; thus tlir reports nuulc* to Mr. I'ujfct iirni to hav«* i»)|--

rclpondcd \>ith our motions,, and admit a prdumption, thai a jud^rmcut

ratiicr too lially was Ibrmul of the veracity ol tlu'le Rullians.

But to rehune Mr. I'ujrot's narrative, it appeared that on Ihore, iutlio

cove near the Indian villaj;e, a crols was creeled, on whieh were fevcral

iuiaiptions in the Rulliaucharaiier.

A llroug gale Irom the s.k., attended with very thick mifly weather,

continuitl, and detainetl the Chatham uiuil the evening ol" the vi8lh,

when the win»l becoming lels violent, preparations were made for ('ailing

the next morning. About michiight, a party, iu a do/en eauoes, arrived,

coniUitlcd by I'ortoll' the Ridlian, who had vilited them when oil point

Banks, and prel'ental them with a fupply of eo<l and iialibut, being the

hrll they had caught this feafon. I'oriolf was quellioned concerning the

letter intrulied to his care oil point Banks, by Mr. Puget ; in reply to.

whieh he dated, tliai it had been fent to a (hip they had received intelli-

gence of being in the inlet, but the Indians who had been difpatched

after her had returned unfuccefsful, without obtaining any certain iii-

(brmation where the vellel was to be found.

In the low grtninds, at the head of die cove, the olliccrs of the Chat-

ham had been fo fortunate as to kill lbn\c wild gcefe and ducks. The

weather, on tlic 2i)th, being fair, with a plealiuit breexe from the north-

ward, they (inally quitted this place, whieh obtained the name of Port
Cu.\ rii.vM : it is fituated behind the ifland which (onus cape Elizabeth,

arid from that promontory e.xtends to a point in a dircdion N. 45 e.,

five miles and an half, and IVom tlience it terminates in an rxccllent

Jiarbour, about t\vo miles long from weft to eaft, and one mile broad

from
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fiom iiorlli to fontli, aflordiiig (i!Ciiic ;iiul convenient anrlioiagc. 'I lie

jja(laj;e into it ]);ifling to the north-wefl ol" cajx! Klizabctli, is i'uc Irom

all obdiu^lioiis, l)ul lucli as arc fuflicicntly conlpicuous, or calily avoid-

ed; there confill i)rinci[)ally of (hoals, that extenfl a little diilanee from

each point of th<; cove, and an idet, about which are foine rocks that

lie to the louth-well; o( the fouth-call point of entrance ijito the harbfjur.

A narrow channel exifis between the rocks and the rnaiii land, Irom 7

to i'2 I'athoms deep. 'Ihe found in (js in general in port Chatham arc to-

lerably regular lioni 5 to 2/-, lathonis, the bottom a IlilfclaN', the (horc;

in moll |)Iaces are a low border, very well wooded with pine trees and fotno

lluubs. '1 his border occupies a fmall fpace between the water-(ide and

the foot of the mountains that compofe the neighbouring country, u[)

which, to a certain height, trees and other vegetables were produced;

but their more elevated parts appeared to be barren, and th; ir ftun-

mits were covered with fnow, in all probability ])erpetiial. The Chat-

ham's anchorage, olf the run of water, was found to be in latitude r^q"

i \', longitude 209" 4', variation 24" eaderly. 'J'he rife and fall of tl:c

title, near the change of the moon, was i,\, but during the neap tides

not more than 10 or ii feet. High water about an hour after the

moon had paffed the meridian; but this and other circumfhinc cs relative

to the tides were Ibund 10 be greatly influenced by the force and direc-

tion of the winds. The fitualion of the harbour, in refped of its vicinity

to the ocean, its free accefs, egrels, and very convenient communication

with the Ihorc, are confidered by Mr. I'uget to be at leall equal, if

not fupcvior, to, the generality of the ports that we had vifited m Uiefe

regions.

After quitting port Chatham, owing to faint variable winds it was

near noon on the 30th before thoy had reached within a few miles of

cape Douglas, where the coalt is compofed of a low^ tra6l of country,

llretching into the fea from the bafe of very lofty mountains wrapped

in fnow, which alfo covered the furface of the land quite dowii to the

water's edge. This was likewife the cafe with that which appeared to

be the extremity of the cape, fituated in latitude 58° 52', longitude

207° 21'; olf which, a few miles to the northward, lies a very low flat
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ifland ; and to the northward of the mountains that form the promon-

tory of cape Douglas is a lofty rugged ridge, that at a diftance feemcd

to be detached, and to give an appearance of many openings in the coaft

;

but on a nearer approach it was found to be firmly conneded by land

]efs elevated, and forming a deep bay between the cape and the lower

borders of mount St. Auguftin. This became the firft objeft of their

examination.

Light baffling winds rendering the progrefs of the veflel extremely

flow, a boat was difpatched to facilitate the operations of their furvey.

By noon the weather had materially changed ; a fwell rolled in from the

eaftward, and as this was attended by other indications of a return of the

fouth-eaft and eafterly ftorms, the boat was recalled, and the Chatham

ftood to the northward, in the hope of finding fome place of flielter

;

but the wind being unfteady, and the tide fetting fall towards the low

fhores of cape Douglas, they anchored in 21 fathoms water, foft bottom.

Mount St. Auguftin bore by compafs n. 24W.; an appearance like a

harbour, s.83w.-, the above low flat ifland from S.39E. to s. 77 e.,

diftant about a mile ; and a ledge of rocks ftretching from its north-eaft

point, N. 82 E. At low water the extent of this reef was very materially

increafed. A very uncomfortable night was paffed in this expofed fitu-

ation, which however they had no means of quitting, becaufe it fell

calm, and continued fo moft part of the night; yet the atraofphere bore

a very tempeftuous appearance, and they had a very heavy and irregular

fwell from the eaftward, which with the ebb tide detained them at anchor

until ten in the forenoon of the 1 ft of may. In the aft of weighing the

cable parted, by which unfortunate accident the anchor was irrecover-

ably loft.

With a gentle breeze from the n. e. they ftood to the weftward in

order to examine the bay, and found the depth of v;ater to decreafe from

17 to f) fathoms. At this time a long reef was difcovered, on which the

fea broke with great violence, extending from a low rocky iflet lying

before the apparent harbour above-mentioned. The ftiores of the bay

in moft direftions feemed to be compaft, but encumbered with large

rocks and ftones ; this appearance induced Mr. Puget to retire from fuch

1 dangers,
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dangers, and to direft his courfe to the northward for mount St. Au-

guftin. The depth of water was lo, ii, and 12 fathoms, on paffing at

the diftance of about 4 leagues from the bottom of the bay, which is

formed by an extenfive low country, lying between the bafe of the rug-

ged range of mountains before mentioned, and the water fide. The
terRiination of this bay not appearing to have the leaft navigable open-

ing in it, a more minute examination was deemed unneceffary.

As they approached mount St. Auguftin it was found to conftitute a

very remarkable ifland, riling with a uniform afcent from the (hores to

its lofty fummit, which is nearly perpendicular to the center of the ifland,

inclining foraewhat to its eaftern fide. The width of the paffage between

it and the main land is about fix miles, through which they failed within

about half a league of the weftern fhore of the ifland in 7, 5, and 9 fa-

thoms water, and after pafling its weft^ern extremity, anchored on the

north fide in 12 fathoms water, muddy bottom j the fhores of the ifland

bearing by compafs from n. 6g e. to s. 4W., the neareftfliore s. 10 e.,

about two miles difl:ant, and its mofl: elevated part fituated in latitude

59° 22', longitude 207° 10', s. 73 e. This ifland is fliated by Mr. Puget

to be about 9 leagues in circuit; towards the fea-fide it is very low, from

whence it rifes, though regular, with rather a Heep afcent, and forms

a lofty, uniform, conical mountain, prefenting nearly the fame appear-

ance from every point of view, and clothed down to the water's edge

with fnow and ice, through which neither tree nor flirub were feen to

protrude ; fo that if it did produce any, they muft cither have been very

fmall, or the fnow mufl: have been fufficiently deep to have concealed

them. The landing upon this ifland was tffe6led with fome difficulty on

the ebbing tide, in confequence of the fliore being bounded at the diftance

of a quarter of a mile by innumerable large detached rocks, through

which a paflage was found with much labour for the boat. Fragments

of rock fimilar to thofe which have been already defcribed, app'^'.red to

lie off moft parts of the ifland, but no where at fo great a diftance as

from its northern fliore.

In the evening Mr. Puget ftatcs that they were vifited by two Ruffians,

accompanied by a fmall party of the natives, whofc refidence was toward

the

135

17Q4.
May.

-ii,^-:'^

•1,
^''^:

i

mm
v':!i':*

'••

1,*-'

'•I;

'

'
..b'if'J

0,

^!

i"! i)U

sC,^ V

W,

sl.-<^l'

hA



?
I'

.„

'

'i;', »:.*:

4m
i;^ !'''

:

•fi

ill*'.

'rpi

/.Vi.
i,y,

•^'^.f^J'-'t..,

!iii;ii

'!;;,
It j

; lit* '••'J

.'••iih"i^f'li
'. 'i i t -'''"m

136

1794.
May.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
tke north-ead point of the ifland ; their vifit was not of a very intereft-

ing nature, as they brought with them nothing to difpofe of, nor could

they give any account whether any veflel had palTed up the inlet in tlic

courfe of the feafon. On this fubjed the gentlemen in the Chatham be-

gan to be very anxious, but as they entertained not the leaft doubt that

they had preceded the Difcovery in their furvey, a letter comrounicaring

ilich intelligence was entrufted to their Ruffian vifitors.

Early in the morning of the 3d of may they proceeded to the north-

ward with a light air from the s. s. w., attended with fair and pleafant

weather ; and as tliey advanced along the weftern fliore of the inlet, it

was obfervcd to be indented and broken into coves and fmali bays, that

appeared likely to afford convenient anchorage. The points of thefc

bays were in general deep and rocky, behind which rofe a compaft moun-

tainous country to a confiderable height, being a continuation of the

range extending from cape Douglas, clad in perpetual fnow; and feem-

ingly deflitute of any vegetable produftions except on a narrow flat

margin cominencing at the foot of thofe mountains, and forming the fea

fhorc, which was tolerably well wooded. At noon their obferved latitude

was 59" 34' ; the northernmofl land then in fight, a low point covered

with trees, bore by compafs N. 25E.; cape Elizabeth, n. 8ie.; the

ifland of St. Auguflin, from s. 40E. to fouth, diflant 3 leagues; the

nearefl fhore diflant tliree miles ; and to the north-weft there were three

iflets, behind which was the appearance of anchorage and fhelter. The

foutherly breeze increafing in the afternoon enabled them to make great

progrcfs, obfcrving as they paffed a few fraall bays or coves on the com-

pa6l weftern fliore. In the evening they were met by one hundred and

fifty fkin canoes, which were eftimated to contain about three hundred

of the natives ; fome carried three perfons, others two, and a few only

one perfon. They fpoke die Ruffian language, pulled off their hats or

caps, and bowed as they paffed ; feverai attempted to reach the veffcl,

but were prevented by the favorable breeze, which was too valuable at

this time to be facrificed to the curiofiiy of the Indians. The Chatham

continued her route along tlie fhores, fimilar to thofe already defcribed,

unul
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until ten o'clock, when (he hauled her wind, and plied under ancafy fail

during the night.

At this time they had reached that part of the weftern ftiore which

had undergone our previous examination. By Mr. Puget's journal it

appears, that a compaft, connefted body of very high mountainous land

binds the weflern (hore of this inlet, at no great diftance fiom the water

fide, all the way from cape Douglas to the volcano ; from whence the

fame lofty range continues until it branches off to the north-weft, towards

thofe mountains that, from the upper part of the inlet, bore the app^r-

ance of being detached. The found, whofe waters appeared to us on

the 15th of april to wafh the bafe of the volcano mountain, was ap-

proached by them much nearer than by us, and is defcribed by Mr.

Puget as having been feen quite round ; in its fouth-weft part is a fmall

opening formed by two low points covered with wood ; the entrance is

very narrow, and at low water a flat, interfperfed with large detached

ftones, appeared to extend from the commencement of that low land to

its termination, including the paflage into the opening or rivulet. Under

thefe circumftances it was confidered as unworthy ofany further examina-

tion, and with the afliftance of the flood tide their route was purfued to the

northward, between the low ifland and the main land, in foundings from

30 to 13 fathoms ; keeping near the former, in the expeftation of feeing

fome of the Ruflians from the eftabliftiment that Malacha had ftated to be

on the ifland. This was paffed within about half a league of its weftern fide,

and a fignal gun was fired, but to no effeft. About eight o'clock they

anchored for the night in 12 fathoms water, coarfe gravelly bottom.

The north-wefl: point of the ifland bore by compafs N.33 e., diftant 4
miles, and the fouth point s. 30 w., diftant 3 leagues. Early in tlie

morning of the 5th of may they proceeded towards the weft Foreland,

with foundings from 13 to 25 fathoms, until within about 4^ miles oi

the ftiores of the main land, north of the ifland, when the depth de-

creafed, and as the flood tide was then over, they anchored in 10 fathoms

water, rocky bottom. The weft Foreland bore by compafs n, 42 e., 4

or 5 miles diftant; the north-weft point of the ifland, s. 34 e,; the bot-

tom of a very open bay, formed by the land retiring a little to the weft*
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ward of ilic well Foreland, n. 17 w,; at low water the flioal noticed by

Meflrs. Portlock and Dixon was diilinftly feen from the mail-head, from

s. 80 E. to s. 74 E. ; and a detached rock lying off the north-eafl point of

tile idand, s. 45 k.

Mr. Puget reprefents the country from' the above fuppofed found as

defending from the bafe of the mountains, and gradually forming an

inclined plane, terminating at the water fide in a compa6l beach, or

low cliffs well wooded; the mountains rife very perpendicularly, and,

like die others that incompafs this regiop, are lofty, apparently barren,.

and always covered with fnow ; from the fliores of this open bay a flioal

extends fome diftance into the inlet. Whilll they were waiting for the

return of flood, fome of the natives gave them to underfland, that a
three-mafted veffel had paffed up the inlet not many days before, and

to confirm the truth of their report, produced the beads and odier ar-

ticles they had procured from the fliip, which they defcribed to be at

anchor at no great diftance.

Notwithftanding the behaviour of thefe people was as orderly and civil

as can poflibly be imagined, nothing could prevail with them to carry a-

letter to the veffel they fpoke of; not from the labour or danger that

might attend their expedition, but from an objeftion that they had to the

letter itfelf ; which they could not be induced even to touch. A fimilar

inftancc of this nature occurred to Mr. Whidbey, who wiflied to intruft;

to the care of our Indian paffengers a letter to be delivered to the Chatham

on her arrival in their neighbourhood, but they alfo declined having any

thing to do with it. This cautious conduft proceeds, in all probability,

from their being inftrufted to behave in this manner towards ftrangers by

their Ruffian mafters, who feemed on all occafions to poffefs great influ-

ence and authority over them.

On the firft of the flood tide the Chatham failed round the weft Fore-

land, at the diftance of about a mile from the fliore, with foundings from 7

to 1 2 fathoms. A rock was obferved that is vifible only at half tide, about

the fourth of a mile from the extremity of the point, from whence they

were vifited by two Indians, who confirmed the intelligence refpetiing

the Difcovery, and put the matter beyond all doubt, by diftin6Uy pro-

nouncing
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my name, and pointing out the direftion where the veffel

would be found. Mr. Puget immediately fo directed his courfe, and we

had the pleafure of meeting as already related.

Every thing being in readinefs to depart from a fituatiou that liad pro-

duced us fuch a continual anxiety, and had in other refpec ts been ex-

tremely uncomfortable, we weighed with the fird of the ebb about one

o'clock on wedncfday afternoon, and with a light breeze from the Ibuth- Wcdiv.!. -,-

ward turned down the channel to the Chatham, and anchored for the

night off the north-weft point of Turnagain ifland in 15 fathoms water,

having found the foundings, as on our paffage up the inlet, very ir-

regular. Here wc were vifited by two Ruffians, who came in a large

canoe or boat paddled by ten Indians; one of the Ruffians was the prin-

cipal pcrfon of the parly with whom Mr. Whidbey had met near the

north Foreland, the other a clerk, or perfon of fome fuch defcription

belonging to the eflabliflimcnt on the eaftern (horeto the fouthward of the

caft Foreland ; their errand was intended as a vifit to us, and as we were

bound towards their places of abode, they readily accepted an invitation

to proceed with us, inftead of returning in their open boat. On the

making ebb tide, about two o'clock on thurfday morning, we again pro- ThurfdiyS.

cccded with a light breeze from the northward. Our courfe was directed

a little nearer to the ifland than before, by which means we now palled over

in ^^ fathoms water the north part of the Ihoal that extends from the welt

end of Turnagain ifland. In confequcnce of this fpit, and the fhoals

from the northern fliore, which alfo projetl in a point towards the ifland,

the navigable channel is reduced to Ccarcely a mile in widiii; the deepefl

water, which does not exceed 6 and 7 fathoms at half tide, is nearefl to

the northern fide. From this flioal as we fleered to the fouth-weft ; the

depth of water foon increafed to 12 fathoms. Our route to the weft-

ward was now direfted about half a league or 2 miles to the fouth of our

former track, in which we confidered ourlelves clear of flioals or otlier

interruptions; but we had not proceeded more than 6 miles in a well

(.lirctlion from the illand, when the depth of water again decrealed to 7,

3, and 4 fathoms, and on the boat that was founding a-head coming into

j^ fathoms, we ftecred more to the northward; and on the depth in-
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ereafing we refumed oar wcfterly courfe, with regular foundings from

7 to 16 fathoms, in which latter depth the flood tide obliged us to an-

chor, until with the afllllance of the ebb tide, by five in the afternoon

we had nearly approached the north Foreland, when the Ruflian com-

mandant took his leave, with a promiie of returaang in the evening.

We anchored again on the return of the floods about a league to the

fouthward of his refidenee, but faw nothing more of lum; the other

Ruflian however remained cm board, in order to condu6l us to their

fettlement on the eaftern Ihore, whither we did not arrive, owing to faint

Saturday 10. Variable winds, until faturday morning, when we anchored before a fmall

creek in lo fathoms water, fandy bottom. The eaft Foreland by com-

pais bore n. 34 w., the weft Foreland, n. 74 w. ; the volcano, s. 30 w.

;

the fouthernmoft part of the eaftern fliore in fight, s. 25 e.; and the

creek, k. 70 e., about a league diftant. In this fituation the obferved

latitude was 60° 35', longitude 209" 21'.

Soon after we had anchored, the commanding officer at the place fent

a very civil meflage, requefting we would vifit their habitation, with

which after breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Menzies and our Ruffian paf-

fenger, I complied. As we drew near to the ftiore the depth of water

gradually decreafed, until in the entrance of the creek we found but one

fethom from fide to fide. On our arrival here we were faluted by two

guns from a kind of balcony, above which the Ruffian flag was difplayed

©n the top of a houfe fituated on the cliffs, which in moft places compofe

the Ihores of the upper part of the inlet, rifing perpendicularly from a

beach, which generally commences at high water mark. The compli-

ment of two guns was repeated on our landing, where we met fome

RuflianSj who came to welcome and condu6^ us to their dwelling by a

very indifferent pathi which was rendered more difagreeable by a moft

intolerable ftench, the worft, excepting that of the fl^unk, I had ever the

inconvenience of experiencing ; occafioned I believe by a depofit made

during the winter of an immenfe colleftion of all kinds of filth, offal, &c,

that had now become a fluid mafs of putrid^ matter, juft without the raiU

ing that inclofed the Ruffian faftory, over which thefe noxious exhala-

tions fpread, and feemc^ to become a greater nuifance by their combi-

1 nation
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nation with the effluvia arifing from the houfes. We were however

conftrained to pafs fome time in this eftabHfliment, which occupied a

fpace of about an hundred and twenty yards fquare, fenced in by a very

flout pahng of fmall fpars of pine and birch, placed clofe together about

twelve feet high. Thefe were fixed firm in the ground, yet they ap-

peared to be a very defencelefs barricade againft any hoftile attempts,

even '>f the "^-^dians, as the whole might eafily be reduced to afhes by fire

on . oui. *. as could alfo tl; '^ '^ures within the fence, thofe being

built with wood and covered in wuh thatch. The largefl: of thefe, re-

fembling in its (hape a barn, was about thirty-five yards long, about as

many feet in breadth, and about ten or twelve feet high ; this was appro-

priated to the refidence of thirty-fix Ruffians, who, with their commander

Mr. Stephen Zikoff, then on an excurfion to prince William's found,

comprehended the total number of Ruffians at this flation ; all of whom
excepting the commander refide in this houfe, which principally con-

fifts of one common room, anfwering all the purpofes of fhelter, feed-

ing, and fleeping in. For their better accommodation when at refl,

two platforms, each about eight feet wide, were raifed about eight or

nine inches from the ground or floor, and extended from end to end

on each fide of the room ; thefe were divided into eighteen open par-

titions or flails, one of which was allotted to each perfon, as his parti-

cular apartment, the middle of the room being common to them all.

The flails were divided like thofe in the flables of public inns, by pofls

only, on which hung their fpare apparel, with their arms and accoutre-

ments. The room though unglazed was tolerably light, as in the win-

dows a fubflitute for glafs was made ufe of, which we fuppofed to be a

thin membrane from the intefiines of the whale; this admitted a fuffi-

cient quantity of light for all their purpofes, and excluded the wind and

mclemency of the weather. The largefl of thefe windows was at the

furthefl or upper end, near which flood a very humble wooden table

very rudely wrought, and furrounded by forms of the fame material. To
thefe we were conduced by two of the party -who feemed to have fome

fuperiority over the refl, one of whom appeared to be the principal

perfon in the abfence of Mr. Zikoff, the other a kind of fleward or per-

fon
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foil charged with the moveable property belonging to the fattoty. If

we underltood them right this fettlement had been thus eftabUUied twelve

years, notwithdandiiig which we did not perceive that any attempt had

been made either to cultivate the land, or to fupply themfelvcs more

comfortably by the introduction •^dcmeflic animals. The only refrefli-

ment they had to oflTer, was fome cold boiled halibut, and raw dried fal-

nion intended to be eaten with it by way of bread. This very homely

fare produced us no difappointment ; for had it been otherways, and

confifling of the greatefl: niceties, we fhouid not have been inclined to

liave partaken of the repaft, in a place, where the atmofphere we inhaled

was fo extremely ofFenfive, that every fenfation that is unpleafant was

excited, excepting that of hunger. This occafioned the (hortening of

our vifit as much as common civility would allow, and as we prepared to

feek the relief of a purer air, we were attended by our two leaders in

taking a view of the reft of the fettleiDent. We found it to confift of a

fmaller houfe fituated at the weft end of the large one, in which Mr.

ZikofF the commander refidcd, and two or three and twenty others of

different dimenfions all huddled 'ogethcr without any kind of regularity,

approj)riated to the depofiting ftorcs, and to the educating of Indian

children in the Ruflian language and religious pcrfuafion ; they were

alfo the refidence of fuch of the natives as were the companions, or the

immediate attendants on the Ruftlans compofing the eftablifliment. Our
attention was next directed to the veflel we had been informed belonged

to this place. Siic was found hauled up juft above the general line of

high water mark, clofe under the cliffs on which their houfes were

ere6led. Her burthen I eftimated at about fixty or feventy tons; (he

was very clumfily rigged with two mafts, and her hull had the oakum
dropping out of the learns, and was in other refpe£ls much out of repair.

In this fituiition Ihe had been for two years, and was ftill to remain there

two years longer, when tiiis party would be relie\ed, and the vcflcl re-

paireil, in which they would return to Kamtfchatka.

The place where the veffel was laid up was hardly within fight of their

habitation, flie could dierefore in the event of any mifunderftanding with

the natives have been eafily fei on fire, or oiherwife deltroycd, which

could

I
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could not have been fo eafily accomplifhcd had flie remained in the creek,

where the water feemed to be of rufficient depth to keep her conllantly

afloat, and by that means to afford the Ruffians a retreat tliat might

prove very definible in the event of any infurrettion. 'I'hcir apprehen-

fions however on this fcore did not feem very great, for tliey were very

ill provided to defend themfelves againft any attack. The whole of their

armour confifted of two fmall brals fwivel guns, each carrying about a

pound fhot, mounted on the balcony at the top of the large houfe, which

is fufficiently high to overlook all the inclofed premifes; a fimilar piece

of ordnance at the door of the entrance, about a dozen mulkets hanging

apparently in conftant readinefs near the upper end of the great room,

with two or three piftols, and a few fhort daggers.

Our curiofity and inquiries thus fatisfied, I invited thefe two gentlemen

to accompany us on board, with which they readily complied. They

prefented me with a few flcins of the land animals found in the neigh-

bourhood, and a very fine halibut, which was highly acceptable, as it

was the firfl frefh filh we had procured this feafon, A brilk northerlv

breeze prevailed on our reaching the fhip ; this temptation to proceed

was too great to allow of our remaining at anchor, though it neccffarily

(hortened the ftay of our vifitors. On their departure I gave them a

fmall affortment of fuch things as were moft likely to prove ferviceablc

in their retirement, which they very thankfully accepted.

We now dirctted our courfe along the eaftern fhore, towards the en-

trance of the inlet; but the northerly breeze being foon fucceeded by

light variable airs, our progrefs became fo flow, that it was ten at night

on monday, before we had arrived within about eight miles of point Bede, Mond:jy la.

bearing by corapafs s. 44 e. Here we anchored in 30 fathoms water,

and were vifited by three of the natives, who brought the letter Mr. Puget

had given in charge to fomc of the Rulhans, and who prefented us with

four halibuts, which they faid were fent by Mr. Bcrrenoff; this gentleman

they faid was on fhore, and that he had direfted them to fay, that if we
fhould remain at anchor until the next morning, he would pay us a vifit.

As I much wiflied for the plcafure of feeing Mr. Berrenoff, who we
had been given to undcrftand was the com-.iiandant of all the Ruffian

eflablifti-
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eftablifhments on the Kodiak, and about the entrance into this inlet, I

did not depart as I had purpoied in the morning ; but hearing nothing

further of him, with the firft of the ebb in the afternoon, and a light

breeze from the n. w. we proceeded to the fouthward. In the morning

we had been vifited by feveral of the natives, all of whom condu6led

themfelves like their neighbours with the utmoft propriety. As we ap-

proached point Bede, PortofF, to whom Mr. Puget had intruded a letter

addrcfled to me off cape Douglas, came with it on board, accompanied

by two of his countrymen. From him we underftood that Berrenoff,

who was then on his way, would be with us in the courfe of the after-

noon or evening; that he was very anxious for an interview with us, and

that he requefted we would not proceed to fea. On their departure one

of them promifed to provide us with a large fupply of fifh by the m.orn-

Wcdncr. 14. ing. About day-light he met the (hip off the Barren ifles, and pun6lu-

ally performed his promife, by affording us halibut fufficient to ferve the

whole of the crew two or three days. Hearing no tidmgs of the com-

mandant, and having a fleady breeze from the eaftward, we plied towards

the ocean until noon, when the weather affuming a very unfavorable

appearance, attended with a heavy fwell from the eaftward, we anchored

off the north part of point Bede in 3 1 fathoms water, having the fouth-

ernmoft; part of that point and cape Elizabeth in a lino, bearing by coni-

pafs 8.54 K.; the nearell {hore, being a detached rock with fome fmaller

ones about it, n. 51 e., three fourths of a mile diftant; land we fuppofed

to be the points of entrance into Graham's harbour, from N.35 e. to

N, 12 E., the former at the diftance of 2, the latter at about 3 leagues;

the volcano, n. 64 w., and the Barren ifles from s. 8 e. to s. 18 e. In

this iituation our obfervations on the following day ftiewed the latitude

to, be 59° iri', longitude 208" 41'; and the variation of the compafs by

three feis of azimuths, differing from 26" 16' to 27" 35', gave the mean

refult 26" 53' eallwardly.

The friendly Ruffian, who had fo amply fupplied us with halibut,

again appeared, and (tated, that Mr. Berrenoff would on a certainty be

with us in the courfe of the afternoon ; and, as I now underflood he

would bring an Englifh interpreter with him, an interview became infi-

nitely
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nitcly more defirable, from the profpeft we had of acquiring fome inte-

relling imelligence rcfpefting ihd'v rcfTJons
; yet, as I had been twice '-

difappointed in fimilar afllirances, the third engagement by no means

warranted any further delay, ef[)ecially as the caufe which had produced

our detention no longer exided. For tliefc reafons, with the a{rdlance

of the ebb tide, and a wefterly wind, we proceeded about two o'clock,

but it was fo flowly, that it was eight o'clock in the evening before we

had paffed cape Elizabeth ; which, from the refult of our obfervations,

appeared to be fituated in latitude 5g°g', longitude 208° 53'; whicli po-

fition, like that of the reft of the coaft vifited by us this feafon, is con-

fiderably to the eaftward of the longitude as ftated by Captain Cook, the

difference being from 1° 8' to 1° 12' or 1° 14'. The delineation of the

(hores of this inlet and its foundings will likewife aflume, in a few in-

ftances, a trivial difference from the reprefentation of that able and il-

luftrious navigator, in confequence of our having been able to appro-

priate a greater length of time to the examination of it than it was in

Captain Cook's pov/er to beftow ; yet the difagreement of tlie two fur-

veys is fo inconfideiiible, that it will require the eye of a critical obfer-

ver to difcover the particulars in which they vary.

Thus we took our leave of Cook's inlet, where, from our different in-

terviews with the Ruffians fettled on its fliores, it might have been rea-

fonably expefcled that much information would have been derived,

concerning the objefts and advantages in contemplation, from the ex-

tenfion of that empire to fuch remote regions. Ignorance of each

other's language, that infurmountable obftacle to the attainment of fuch

kind of knowledge, attended on all our inquiries, and in moft inftances

rendered them extremely inconclufive, and often very contradiftory to

what we had at firll underftood. This difficulty was not a little increafed

by the want of information in moft of our Ruffian vifitors, with re-

gard to every thing that appertained to the fcience of geography. Our

repeated converfations with the perfon who condufted us to the fettle-

nient on the eaftern Ihore, led us to imagine that a navigable branch of

this inlet extended from the eaftern fide, and communicated with an im-

menfc lake to the north-eaft, in which were whales, feals, fea otters, and a
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varirtv of falt-water fidi; that the (liores of it were too diHant to be

vilible from each other; and that he knew not in what direftioii it uni-

ted with the ocean ; but that Mr. Zikoff was gone thifhcr, on an ex-

ploring expedition. All this we fuppofed we had perfectly compre-

hended, until our arrival at the fatlory, when in order to become better

acquainted with cireuinllances offo much importance to us, I fought for

a confirmation of what we had thus been told ; but, to my great fur-

prize, when I had afcended the balcony at the top of the houfe, I was

made to perceive in the moil; unequivocal manner, that it was the inlet

itfdj that had been meant, and that the eaftern navigable branch was

no other than Turnagain arm, (which nearly communicates with Prince

William's found) in which Mr. Zikoff was gone to a Mr. Colomene,

who commanded a Ruffian eftablilhmcnt near cape Hinchinbrook.

This incident will afford fufficient proof how little dependence is to

be placed on information affumed from perfons but ill qualified to an-

fwcr our queflions if underflood, and with whom, for want of language,

our communication was neceffarily very uncertain and imperfefl; it will

alfo nie\v', on how flight foundation the theories of mediterranean feas,

and of a north-wefl paffage, may often reft.

Intelligence procured from fuch authority and under fuch circum-

ftances, and unfupported by other corroborative evidence, or that does

not carry with it the ftrongefl prefumptive proof of its being corre6l,

ought always to be received with the utmofl caution. By this rule I

had uniformly governed my condu6t ; and in the inftance of the com-

munication of this inlet with prince William's found, I did not confider

myfelf warranted to credit the information we had received to that ef-

feft, until it had been flated, without the leall deviation or contra-

diftion, as well on board the Chatham as the Difcovery, that a branch

of that found extended within a few miles of the upper end of Turna-

gain arm.

Hence thefe two extenfive inlets appeared to be feparated from each

other only by a narrow iflhmus of compa6l mountainous land, that pre-

cluded all poffibility of any navigable interior watercourfe through it

from
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From any part of the fliorcs of the intcrvcnin^r pcninfuhi : and rendered a

minute examination of the coafl of tliis pcninfula of httlc importance, as

it would have occupied a large portion of time, and could not ha\c

furthered the attainment of the great ohjccl wc had in view, anv more

than a complete furvey of the numerous iflands, that in the courfi' of the

two preceding fummers we had difcovered lying before the continental

boundaries. For this reafon I determined to make the bell of our way

towards prince William's found, and to examine the fiiores of the pcnin-

fula, fo far only as could be done from the ftiip in palhng along itscoaft.

This would greatly tend to facilitate our operations this feafon, which,

notwithftanding they had commer cd at a very eaily period, had yet ac-

compliflied little in comparifon to the extent oi' coall we had yet to fur-

vey in tlie courfe of this fummer. T; ufting ihat our examination of

prince William's found, though coinmenci ..5 only • om u; fouth-wcft

point of entrance, would juftify this proceeding, our . ourfe was dire£led

thither.

I had it in contemplation during this pur'.ii . fliould circui -Lances con-

cur, to flop fhort of prince William's four .1 at port Andrews; fo named

by Mr. Portlock, but called by the RuHians Blying found; where ve

liad been informed by our vifitors, (particularly by PortofiF who was

by far the moil intelligent,) that they had an arfcnal, and that one or

two Englilhmen, afTifled by fome Ruffiar artificers, were building with

the timber of the country a fhip as large as the Difcovery. This intelli-

gence had been obtained in confequence of my having repeatedly in-

quired, where there was a convenient fituation for laying the Difcovery

on (hore ; being apprehenfive that her bottom might have received fome

injury, from the numerous a idents to which (he had been lately ex-

pofed.

Blying found was ftrongly recommended by PortofF, who afTured me
that the rife and fall of the tide on a very convenient beach, was fully

fufficient to anfwer all our purpofes, and that his countrymen not only

pofieffed the means, but would be happy in rendering us every affiflance

we might require; and that on Mr. Berrenoff being made acquainted with

our arrival there, he would immediately repair thither, that notliing in
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
their power might be wanting to relieve our necefTities. But as our

availing ourfelves of thefe fervices would greatly depend on the exifting

circumftances at the time of our arrival in that neighbourhood, and par-

ticularly as Blying found was not fo central for carrying into execution

our furvey of prince William's found as I could have wifhed, I made no

arrangements for benefiting by thefe very kind and friendly offers.

Having accompliflied l)y our joint labours the examination of the

fhores of Cook's inlet from cape Douglas to its utmoft extremity, and

from thence to the eafl; Foreland, I fliall conclude this chapter by re-

marking, that although circumftances did not permit us to make fuch

aftronomical obfervations on the fpot as I confidered to be neceftary for

determining the longitude of our ftation at the head of Cook's inlet, yet

we were fortunate in obtaining thofe that very fatisfaftorily (hewed the

rates of our chronometers, from which authority we were enabled to af-

certain the longitudinal menfuration of our furvey, and to deduce from

fubfequent obfervations what I confidered as its true longitude.

The obfervations for obtaining the latitude, the rates of the chrono-

meters, and the variation of the compafs, were made on fhore, at the

watering place near the fliip's ftation at the head of Cook's inlet; (they

were as follow)

Kendall's chronometer fhewed the longitude according to the Karaka-

kooa rate to be - - - - 208" 9' 35"

Arnold's No. 14, according to the fame rate, - 209 31 25
Ditto 176, ditto, - - 209 50 40

True longitude deduced from fubfequent obfervations as

before ftated, - - - - - 2105315
By this authority, and twelve fets of altitudes taken be-

tween the 26th of april and 6th of may, both days inclu-

sive, Arnold's No. 176 was found to be faft of mean time

at Greenwich on the 6th of may at noon, - 8*" 44' 46" 30'"

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 52 37
Arnold's No. 14, faft of mean time at Greenwich, 3 58 18 30

gaining as above, - - 22 9
Kendall's
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4^ 2' 22" 30"'Kendall's faft of mean time at Greenwich,

gaining as before, - . . 26 22
The latitude, - - - . - 6i° 17'

The variation of the compafs in twenty fets of azimuths

by three different compafTes, differing from 27° 27' to 31°

18', fliewed their mean refult to be - . 2Q 30 eafterly.

Our fituation at this ftation did not admit of any opportunity for

meafuring the rife and fall of the tides, but in a very rough way ; by
which it appeared, that on fpring tides it amounted to about twenty-feven

feet, and that it was high water fix hours after the moon had pafled the
meridian.
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CH AFTER VI.

Tajfage from Cook's inlet to Prince William's found—Meet a largefleet of

canoes—Spring the bowfprit in a gale of wind—Carry away the Jore-

yard—Arrive in port Chalmers—Survey of Prince William's found by

, the boats—A violent Jiorm— Vifited by a few Ruffians—Some account of

their ejlablifliments in thefound—Chatham difpatched to continue thefur-

vey of the coajl eajlward from cape Hinchinbrook—Aflronomical and

nautical obfervations.

"i-vl

1 H E weather was delightfully ferene and pleafant, and the morning

of the 16th was ufhered in by a fight we little expefted in thefe feas. A
numerous fleet of flcin canoes, each carrying two men only, were about

the Difcovery, and, with thofe that at the fame time vifited the Chat-

ham, it was computed there could not be lefs than four hundred Indi-

ans prefent. They were almoft all men grown, fo that the tribe to

which they belonged mufl: confequently be a very coniiderable one. They

infl;antly and very willingly entered into trade, and bartered away their

hunting and fifliing implements, lines and thread, extremely neat and

well made from the finews of animals ; with bags ingenioufly decorated

with needle work, wrought on the thin membrane of the whales intef-

tines ; thefe articles, with fome fifh, and fome well executed models of

canoes with all their appendages, conftituted the articles of commerce

with thefe people, as well as with our Indian friends in Cook's inlet ; for

excepting thofe furs given to me by Chatidooltz's, party, not an article of

this defcription had been offered for fale, or even feen in the poirelfion

of the natives, as forming a part of their apparel, as was the cafe in my
former
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former vlfit to this country. The clothing of thefe Americans now

chiefly confifled of garments made from the Ikins of birds or quadrupeds,

of not tlie lead vahic. This humble fafliion had mofl: likely been intro-

duced by their Ruffian friends, for the fake of increafing the number of

the fkins of the A Jtter, foxes, martin, ermine, and of fuch other ani-

mals as come under the denomination of furs, which they find to be

worth the trouble of exporting.

Thefe good people, like all the others we had lately feen, conduced

themfelves with great propriety; and as the wind was very light, they

continued with us until near noon, when they all retired to a bay or

liarbour we were then abreafl of. Our progrefs from Cook's inlet had

been fo flow that the Barren ifles were yet in fight, bearing by compafs

s. 34 w. to s. 48 w. ; and the eaflernmofl; of the iflands near cape Eliza-

beth, from s. 46 w. to s. 55 w., diftant about 5 leagues. On the infide

of this ifland a low flat point projefted towards the main land, and gave

us reafon to doubt, whether between thofe iflands and the main land a

fafe navigable channel would be found; this however could be of little

importance, as port Chatham is very acceflible by pafling round cape

P^lizabeth, which at this time was hidden from our fight. The wefl point

of the above bay or harbour bore by compafs s. 72 w., 5 miles diflant;

the land forming its eaftern point, which is a projedting promontory,

appearing at a diflance like an ifland, N. 42 vv. to N. 2 e., about half a

league from us. Towards the fea it terminates in an abrupt cliff mo-

derately elevated, and is connefted to the main land by a low peninfula

covered with trees. Its north-weft fide prefented every appearance of

affording fheltered anchorage, and to that part of the bay moft of the

canoes repaired. We now fteered towards the northernmoft part of the

coaft in fight, bearing by compafs n. 29 e.; the obferved latitude in this

fituation was 59" 9-j', longitude 209° 48', placing the fouthernmoft part

of the above promontory, which we fuppofed to be the fame that Mr.

Portlock calls point Gore, in lathudc 59° 1 1', longitude 209" 49' ; the

bay or harbour on its weft fide we fuppofed to be po-t Dick. At firft

however this fuppofition admitted of doubt, for inflead of point Gore

lying
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»7')i- lying 14 leagues to the caflward of cape Elizabeth, our furvey made

'

—

^^—' thefe promontories fcarccly 10 leagues apart.

On reference to our pofiiion on the coaft, the land fecn before us

forming tlie nortii extreme could be no other than the fouthernmofl; of

Pies idands ; towards which with a pleafant breeze from the 3. vv. we

made great progrefs, at the didance of 3 or 4 miles from the fhore.

Two openings wine palTcd, and we obrervcd along the coall fevcral low

detached parcels of rocks, at a greater diflance from the main land than

we had generally remarked along the exterior coaPs of this country.

One group in particular lying s. 75 vv., diftant near four miles from the

fouthernmofl: of Pies illands, mufl; be very dangerous in thick weather,

efpecially as at high water during the fpring tides it is probably over-

flown. The coad we failed along this day is in mofl; parts very moun-

tainous, and deicends rather quickly into the ocean, excepting in thofe

places where it is broken into vallies, fome of which are extenhve, and

gradually incline to the water fide. Thefe in fome inflances were ftill

buried in ice and fnow, within a few yards of the wafli of the fea; whilfl

here and there fome of the loftiefl of the pine trees jufl: fliewed their

heads through this frigid furface.

We could not avoid reiriarking, that the whole of this exterior coaft

feemed to wear a much more wintry afpeft than the countries bordering

on thofe more northern inland waters we had fo recently quitted.

The fouthernmofl of Pies iflands in feveral points of view forms a very

confpicuous peak, and although not remarkable for its great height, yet

from its fingular appearance it is not eafdy to be miflaken in this neigh-

bourhood, as it defcends with great regularity from its fummit to the

water's edge; its fouth extremity by our obfervations, is fituutcd in lati-

tude 59° 19', longitude 210° 21'. To the nv)rih-eaflward of this ifland

the coafl flill prefented a broken appearance, and our north-eallern point

of view in the evening exhibited a clufln of iflands and rocks, extending

fome diflance from the main land ; thefe we fuppofed were thole named by

Mr. Portlock Chifwell's ifles, lying before port Andrews, that is to fay,

Blying's found, for which we continued our courfe until ten at night, when

we hauled to the wind under an eafy fail, in order to keep our flation for

3 continuing
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continuing our examination of the coaft in the morning. The depth of

water was 75 fathoms, about 5 miles from the fliorc. The fine ^s•eather

with which we had been indulged was of fliort duration. Tlie wind bv

one in the morning had veered round to the eall and x.f.., and in a

few hours reduced us to clofe-rcefed topfails ; and finding in the fore-

noon that the bowfprit was dangeroufly fprung in a flanting dirc61ion,

iVom the cap nearly to the collar of the forellay, we lay to about an

hour for the purpofe of giving it fuch fecuritics as our fuuaiion per-

mitted us to apply, and then again flood to windward, under the courfos

and clofe-reefed topfails. Notwithftanding that it rained very heavih',

ilie gale continued to incrcafe, attended with a great fea from the eaft-

ward, which reduced us to our forefail and ftorm l^ayfails, until four in

the afternoon, when the mainfail and clofe-rccfcd topfails were again

let. This prefs of fail I was induced to carry to prevent as much as

poflTible our falling to leeward during the gale, which on funday morn- Sunday i8.

ing moderated, but the rain continued.

We now made fail, and flood towards the land ; the wind veered to

the fouthward of eaft in the forenoon, which enabled us to fleer for the

Chifwell illes; and on the rain ceafing, in the afternoon, we got fight

of them, bearing by compafs n.n.w. ; but the wind returning again

from the n.e., the night was paffed in making fliort trips, with the hope

that the weather would prove more fiivorable to our wiflies ; but in this

we were difappointed, the wind continued to be unfettled between eafl

and N.E., accompanied by milly rainy weather, with fome fhort inter-

vals of funfhine, which afforded an opportunity of afcertaining the la- Monday ig.

titude to be 59° 16', longitude 211° 13'. The hazinefs of the atmo-

fphere to the northward prevented our feeing the coaft ; in the after-

noon we paffed Chifwell's iflcs, and found the center of the fouthernmoft

group to be in latitude 59*3i'j longitude 211° 10'; from this the eaft

-

ernmoft, which is a fingle detached rock, lies n. 54 e., about a league

diftant ; and the northernmoft, which the hazy weather permitted our

feeing, having fisveral lefs iflets and rocks about it, lies n. 15 e., five

miles diftant. Thefe were all we faw of the Chifwell iftes, which are a

group of naked rugged, rocks, feemingly deftitute of foil and anv kind

Vol. III.
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of vegetation. The badnefs of the v/eather precluded our afcertaining

their diflance from the flwres of the peninfuhi, and prevented my carry-

ing into execution the defign I had meditated of vifiting the RuflTiarj

cftabhfhment, ftated to be in tiie vicinity of this part of the coafl ; which

continuing to be obfcured by a very denfe haze or fog, would have re-

quired far more authentic and accurate documents than were in our pof-

fclfion, to direft us with fafety to that ftation, and would have occu-

pied more time tb.an I was now willing to devote to this purpofe.

As the fliip had been fubjedl to very great motion, in confequence

of the heavy fea that had attended the laft gale, without complaining

in any refpeft, I concluded that fhe had not fuftained any material da-

mage in her bottom, and therefore I determined to make the bed of

our way to Prince William's found. The wind continuing to blow from

nearly the dire6lion we wifhed to fleer, we plied to windward, but only

increafed our diflance from the point we wifhed to gain, until the even-

Tuefday 20. ing of the 20th ; when, with a light foutherly breeze, our courfe was

Wcdncf. 21. direfted for the fouth part of Montagu ifland, which was feen on wednef-

day morning ; but the rain and thick weather prevented any diflin6l view

of it until the forenoon, when the atmofphere becoming clear we were

enabled to procure the neceffary obfervations for fhewing the latitude at

noon to be 59° 38', longitude 212" 52-§-'. The fouthernmofl land in fight

at that time bore by compafs s. 88 w., the fouth point of Montagu

ifland n. 64 w., diflant ten miles ; hence that point appears to be fitua-

ted in latitude 59° 46', longitude 21 2° 41' i the northernmofl part of

Montagu ifland in fight, apparently a low proje6ling point, covered with

wood, N. 1 w., diflant feventeen miles; and the outermofl of a clufler

of fix rocky iflets flretching from it, N. 7 e. Thefe iflets were not feen

by Captain Cook, nor do they appear to have been noticed by thofe.

who have followed that able and indefatigable navigator in this hemi-

fphere. Thefe iflets feeraed to be chiefly compofed of fleep cliffs near-

ly level on their tops, and may ferve as a direftion in thick or gloomy

weather to the fouth point of Montagu ifland, lying from it, according

to our eflimation, about n. 62 e., diflant feventeen miles. They are

tolerably

:i
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tolerably well wooded, and are not liable to be miftaken, particularly

for the Chifwell ifles, becaufe thofe appear to be intirclv barren.

My intention was to have palFed along the fouth-eail fide of Montagu

ifland, but the wind veering again to the caftward, and the weather be-

ing again overcaft, we bore up, and in the evening we anchored within

the fouth point of this ifland, in 21 fathoms water. Its fhores bore by

compafs from s. 30 e. to n. 11 e. ; the former at the diftance of three

miles, and its nearefl fliore s.53 e., one mile diftant ; the iflands form,

ing the weft fide of this channel into Prince William's found from n. 1 2 \v.

to s. 89 w., and the fouthernmoft part of the main land in fight S.69W.

During the night we had a light breeze from the land, with fome rain,

and a very heavy fwell that rolled round the fouth point of Montagu

ifland, up the channel, giving us reafon to fuppofe that in all probabi-

lity we had efcaped a boifterous and very unpleafant gale from the eaft-

ward, having been fcreened, by the lofty mountains that com pole the

ifland, from the violence of its fury. The fame weather continued, with

a breeze from the n. e., and a ftream that we confidered to be the ebb

tide fetting to the eaftward, until ten on thurfday forenoon, when on ThurfJayje.

the current taking an oppofite line of dire6lion we weighed, but were

fo little afllfted by the tide that we proceeded very flowly.

Whilft we were at anchor we were vifited by four of the natives, in

two fmall fkin canoes, one of whom was an elderly man, who feemed

to know we were from England, as he frequently made ufe of the words

" Englifti, Portlock, and Nootka ;" by the two former there could be

no doubt of his meaning, and by the latter we fuppofed he meant the

veflel in which Mr. Meares pafled a winter in this found. Thefe peo-

ple brought nothing to difpofe of, nor could any intreaty prevail on

them to venture on board, though they readily accepted fuch trivial

prefents as were made to them, exprefling their thankfulnefs in the

Ruflian language, and giving us to underftand, that there were fome

people of that nation refiding up the found.

In the afternoon the wind blew frefli from the n. e., and towards

evening increafed to a hard gale, attended with heavy fqualls and fliowers

of rain. In one of thefe fqualls the head of the bowfprit broke fliort off;
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156 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
but as we Hill continued to make fome progrefs by turning to windward,

I was willing to keep under weigh as long as the day-light lafled, efpe-

cially as we found tolerably good foundings on the Montagu iiland fide of

the channel, to the north of a point which I have called Point Bazil,

in latitude 60° i'; but fouih of that point towards the anchorage we had

quitted, no bottom could be reached with 60 to 80 fathoms of hne, within

a mile of the (hore. Having it thus in our power to anchor when and

where we pleafed under a weather (hore, we ren>ained under fail until about

teno'clock,whenafuddenflurry of wind, through a vein occupying fcarcely

a greater fpaee in width than the length of the Ihip, vented its whole fury

upon us with fuch immenfe violence, that although the topfails were

down before it was at its height, we expefted all the mails would have

gone over the fide ; but fortunately we efcaped with the lofs of the fore-

yard only, and the fplitting of mofl of our fails then fct ; and being at

this time not far from the fhore of Montagu ifland, we anchored in 15

fathoms water, ftruck the topgallant-mafts, and replaced our damaged

fails. During the night the wind blew very hard from the e. n. e., at-

Friday 23. tended with fqualls, hail, and rain ; but in the morning of the 23d, the

weather in fome meafure becoming more moderate, Lieutenant Swaine

with the carpenters and a party of men were fent on (hore in queft of a

fpar for a fore-yard, which was procured almoft as foon as they had

landed ; this they had my direftions only to rough fquare in fuch a way

as to allow of its being ufed for the prefent to carry us to Chalmer's har-

bour, where I purpofed the fhip fhould remain, whilft the boats were

employed in exploring the navigable extent of this opening. And as Mr.

Portlock found the rife and fall of the tide in that harbour fufficient for

laying the veffels under his direftions aground, I was in hopes of being

enabled alfo to examine the Difcovery's bottom there ; and although we

had no reafon to be apprehenfive that fhe had fuftained any material da-

mage by the feveral accidents of getting on fhore, yet fuch an exami-

nation, when a convenient opportunity might offer that did not interfere

with the other operations of the voyage, could not fail being very de-

firable and fatisfaftory.

The
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The carpenters having done every thing then needful to the fore-yard,

it vk^as got off and rigged ; and irv the forenoon of tlic following day, the

gale being fucceeded by a light breeze from the north, though llill at-

tended with rain, we weighed and plied to windward, but made little

progrcfs. The wind died away about nine in the evening, when we an-

chored for the night in 20 fathoms water, foft bottom. On funday SunJiyss

morning a light breeze fprang up from the n.n. e., nearly in llie direc-

tion of our courfe to Chalmtr's harbour; with this we plied, and about

fix in the evening reached our deftined port. Our progrefs had been

materially retarded by the unfleadincfs of the wind, and by two fhaals,

fituated nearly in mid-channel, between the fouth point of the harbour,

and a rugged rock that lies about a mile from the eafl fide of the largeft

of Green iflands. We fuddenly came upon the mofl fouthern of thefe

flioals, in a depth from 19 to 6 fathoms, without there being any weeds,

or other indications of fhallow water; but on the other, wliich fhoaled

equally quick, was a fmall patch of weeds growing in 3 fathoms water,

with 5 and 7 fathoms clofe around it. Each of thefe appeared to occupy

no greater extent than the fhip's length in any direftion ; between thefe

fhoals and the Green iflands we found a channel, in which we turned to

windward until we could fail into the harbour. The Chatham did the

fame between them and Montagu ifland, without noticing thefe fhoals

;

and had we purfued the fame route, they would in all probability have

ftill remained undifcovered. As we approached the entrance of the

harbour, a flrong tide or current fat us fo fall to the fbuthward, that we

had nearly been driven pafl the entrance ; and although the tide was now

rifing, this flream had not the leafl perceptible indraft into the harbour,

nor did its influence fcem to extend within what we called the Sou th Pa s-

SAGE Rock, lying from the north point of the harbour weft, fomething

more than a milediftant; and from a fmall woody iflet, lying before the

entrance of the harbour, n. 15 w,, about three quarters of a mile. We
paffed on the north fide of this rock, and to the north of us was another,

that obtuined the name of North Passage Rock, lying in a direc-

tion from the north point of the harbour, n. 26 w., diftant 2-| miles,

and w. s. w., three quarters of a mile from the fouth point of wliat Mr.

Furtlock
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j^joi- Portlock calls Stockdale's harbour. Thefe rocks are ftated to have been

Vi —V——^ feen by Mr. Portlock in his journal, but no notice is taken of them in

his flietch of this part of Montagu ifland; yet they required to be parti-

cularly pointed out, fincc they arc not always 'ifible, but are covered

at high tide, with fcarcely any weeds or other indications of their ex-

iftence. Towards the upper part of the harbour we took a convenient

ftation, and when moored, the north point of the harbour bore by com-

pafs s. 58 w. ; the woody iflet s. 45 vv. ; a detached rock s. 38 w. ; the

fouth-weft point of the harbour s. 36 w. ; and the watering place at the

diflance of about half a cable's length n. 85 vv. The weather through-

out the day having been ferene and pleaflint, afforded a good opportu-

nity for drying all the fails, which were unbent and ftowed away.

Monday a6. On monday morning tlie fore-)ard was fent on fhore to be properly

finifhed, the empty calks to be filled with water, and whilft the other

parts of the fhip's company were employed in unrigging the broken

bowfprit, and in various other repairs about the veffel, the crews of the

boats were preparing for a furveying expedition.

Two boat parties were equipped ; one under the direftions of Mr.

Whidbey, the other of Mr. Johnftone; the former, with the yawl and

large cutter provided for a fortnight, received my inftruftions to pro-

ceed to the fouth-well point of entrance into the found, and there to

commence the examination of the weftern fhore of this inlet as far as

poffible, and thence round to the fouth point of Snug-corner cove;

where I purpofed that Mr. Johnftone, with the Chatham's and our fmaller

cutter, fliould begin the furvey of its (hores fouthward, as alfo the exte-

rior coaft to cape Suckling ; on which fervices they refpeclively dcpart-

Tuefday 27. ed early the following morning.

The weather, now ferene and plcafant, was favorable to thefe excur-

fions, and to our feveral employments, amongft which we attempted

to take fome fifh with the feine, but without fuccefs. The fhores did

not afford any convenient fituation for erefting the obfervatory ; this

gave me concern, as I much wifhed to have had the inftruments on

fhore, although I had not any doubt of obtaining all the neceffary ob-

fervations we required by the means I oiherways poffeffed. The next

day
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flay the v'callicr became gloomy and overcafl in all direflions ; tlic fore-

yard being finifiied was brought on board in the evening and rigged,

and on the following morning the broken bowfprit was taken out, and

found to be exceffively rotten, and dcfcftive from end to end. Whilfl

the carjKmters were engaged on (hore with the fore-yard, they had found

a fpar, or rather a tree, that promifcd fair to replace the bowfprit,

but the lowering weather, which towards noon produced a very ftrong

gale from the l.n.e., attended with violent fqualls and a heavy rain,

put a flop to all our operations on fliore for this day and until friday Friday 30.

evening, when the wind moderated, and the rain which had defcended

in torrents abated. In the courfe of the night it became calm, and

we had hopes that a favorable alteration had taken place, but in this we

were difappointed, for about five in the morning the wind refumed its Saturday 31

eafterly direftion with increafed violence. The ftream cable gave way,

and broke near the anchor, and on examination it was found to be

flranded in three different places. By this accident we were obliged to

remain unmoored during the florm, and at low water the fhip took the

ground for a fliort fpace of time, but on the returning flood tide flie

foon floated again. This very unpleafant weather, which occafioned no

fmall degree of anxiety for the welfare of our parties in the boats, con-

tinued moft of the following day, but in the morning of monday the

weather became more tranquil, the fliip was remoorcd, the flream an-

chor recovered, and our feveral neceflary concerns were again in a train

of execution. We were a litde furprized in the forenoon by the ap-

pearance of Mr. Whidbey's party returning to the fhip, being appre-

hcnfive that fome untoward accident had befallen them, as it was not

probable that they could already have accomplifhed the fervice they

had been fcnt to perform. Their return proved to have been occafioned

by one of the feamen having received an injury which had difabled him
;

and as the very boillerous weather they had encountered rendered the

progrcfs of their furvey very flow, this opportunity was embraced of

recruiting their flores and provifions to a fortnight's i'upply, with which

in the afternoon the party proceeded again.

The

June.

Sunday 1

.

Monday 2.
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"riic weather was again cloudy on tucfday, with fome light rain. In

the evening I had the mortification to underftand, that jufl; as the car-

penters employed on the howfprit were ahout leaving off work, they

had found it rotten nearly in the middle, fo that their time and labour

had been applied to no effeft. There was, however, another tree in

the neighbourhood likely to anfwer our purpofe, though it was confide-

rably larger than was neceffary, and confequently would require more

labour and time than was altogether convenient; as two of our bed car-

penters were now niuch indifpofed, owing, I believed, to their having

been too much expofed during the late inclement weather, whilllin the

execution of their duty.

The next day, being the annivcrfary of His Majefty's nativity, no

work was done, excepting that of hauling the feine, in the hope of pro-

curing fome fifh for the people's dinner. In this we were again difap-

pointed ; as good a dinner was however ferved as the flap's provifions

afforded, and a double allowance of grog, with which the day was

cheerfully celebrated.

Thurrday5. Early in the morning of the 5th we were again uufily employed, and

in the forenoon, for the firfl time fince our arrival here, we were vifited

by fome flrangers who landed from their canoes, at the brewing tent

;

and as they did not feem to fhew any difpofuion for vifiting the veflisls,

I paid my compliments to them on Ihore, and found that their party

confifled of eight Indians and a Ruffian. I took fome pains to invite

the latter on board, and rcqucfted he would in the menu time fend the

Indians to procure us fome fifli, for which they fhould be handfomely

rewarded. My invitation he pofitively declined, and faid, by way of

excufing himlelf, that he would go and fifli for us; on this the canoes

w€re launched, and the v.'hole party fat off.

The wind was now light, in the fouth-wefl quarter, but the weather

ftill continued to be unfcttled, with fome fhowers of rain. In the even-

ing two of the canoes, with four of the Indian vifitors, returned, but

the Ruflian was not of the party, nor did thefe bring any fifh or other

article for fale. I made them fome prefents that feemcd to give them

much pleafure, and I then endeavoured to make them imdcrfland, that I

2 had
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had an abundance of fucli things, which I would gladly exchange with

them for fi(h, wild fowl, cSic. As it had plainly appeared by the behaviour c

of the Ruflian, that he was under confidcrable apprehenfion for his per-

fonal fafety in the idea of vifiting the fliip, I fent him, by thefe Indianr,.

feme bread, beef, pork, and rum, in hopes that fuch friendly teniinonie.s

would didi pate his fears, and give him fuch confidence in our pacific dif-

pofitionas to encourage him to pay us another vifit.

The atmofphere prefented a ferene and pleai'aiit afjjcd, with every Fnday r>,

appearance on friday morning of fettled fummer wciulicr. 'J'liis enablcfl

us to procure fonie good lunar didances, and to add other allronomical

obf-rvations to thofe we had already ina(': f)r afccrtaining the rate ol"

the chronometers, I did not now much regret that a proper place had

not been found on (hore for the reception of the obfervatory, as the in-

clemency of the weatiier hitherto would have rendered it an ufelefs ob)e6l

of our attention, and the inlhuments might have received fomc damage

jiad they been landed.

The four Indians again returned, and brought with them two wild

gccfe and two divers as a prefent from the Ruflian, who, if we under-

Hood tlie meffengcrs correftly, was dill afraid to venture amongd us

;

though he was cvidcndy defirous of being benefited by fuch things as

we had to give away, for die Indians appeared to have bceri indru6lcd

by him to adc for feveral articles, that we knew would be highly accept-

able to him. Thefe accordingly were intruded to their charge, toge-

dier with a repetition of the dronged aflurances of our fricnddiip, and

of our defire of feeing him on board. With this the Ruffian complied

tlie next day, and we were informed by him, diat the Indians had faith- SjtuHv

fully difcharged their comnrffion. Two other Ruffians had joined his

party, and the three paid us an early vidt; but came empty handed,

which I did not altogether expecl, as thofe who had vifited us ofl" point

Bede fcrupidoully performed their promife, bv bringing us an ample

fiipply of dih. He who had been fi) unwilling to vidt the diip we

now found was named Ammus Niconnervitch Balludan. This perfon

;ippeared to have more acquaintance with geography and fea eharis

than the reft of his companions. He fccuKxl alio in other refpe(ts to
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
be an intelligent man, and foon comprehended the objeft of our vifit

and inquiries in this part of the world, and that I much wifhcd to fee

a Ruffian chart of their modern difcoveries in this ocean. This wifii he

faid could be eafily gratified as he had fuch a chart at port Etches, which

had been recendy conftruftcd, and fent from Kamtfchatka; this he

very civilly offered to fetch, and after taking fome refrefliment he de-

parted for this purpofe, leaving his companions behind.

A continuation of the fair weather greatly promoted all our opera-

tions, and amongll; others afforded us an opportunity of airing and fifting

the little gunpowder we had now remaining.

On funday the wind blew frefli from the northward, with bright

glaring weather. In the forenoon Mr. Johnflone and his party return-

ed, after having completed the examination of all that had fallen with-

in the limits of his dircftions, on the infide of the found ; but the ex-

tremely bad Vi'cather had fo retarded the progrefs of the party, that they

had been prevented from carrying into execution the propofed furvey

along the exterior coaft, without obtaining a further fupply of provifions,

having been abfcnt three days longer than the period for which thev had

been provided. The following is the manner in which ...'''.y had been

employed during their abfence from the fhip.

On the evening of the day they departed, they reached the north-weft

point of a fmall ifland, fuuated about two miles to the fouth-weft of the

fouth point of Snug-corner cove. Here Mr. Johnftone was to com-

mence his furvey; hot not having a fketch of that part of the found

with him, nor recolletting any ifland fo fituated, he was at a lofs to

determine, whether a point lying n. 49 e. about half a league diflant,

or a point at the diflance of two leagues in a north direclion, was the

point from which he was to take his departure ; but as an extenfive open-

ing led to the north-eaflvard between thefe points, in order to avoid the

chance of its eCcaping unexamined by himfelf or Mr. Whidbey, Mr.

Johnflone rowed over to the latter, \v'here the party reflcd for the night

;

which was extremelv gloomy and attended with fome rain.

At four o'clock in the morning of the 28th of may their furvey com-

menced from the land on which they had relied •, this proved to be

1 an
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an ifland, and it received the name oFBligh's Island. They now

fleered for a point lying from its fouth point n. 30 e., diftant four

miles and an half. This point Mr. Johnftone fuppofed, as it was after-

wards proved, to be on the continent ; between it and Bligh's ifland

were fome fmall iflets and rocks. From this point, fituated in latitude

60" 50', longitude 213° 51', forming the weft point of a fmall bay about

two miles deep, in a n.n.e diretlioii, in which there are two fmall iflets

and a cove near its eaft point, lying from the weft point s. 80 e. two

miles diftant, they continued along the larboard or northern ftiore of the

opening noticed the preceding evening as extending to the north-eaft-

ward. This was found to wind in that direiiion about r.J- leagues, and

then to terminate in a dire6lion s. 6/5 e., 2-j leagues further, in latitude

60" 55', longitude 2 14° 35'; its width in general being upwards of two

miles. Towards its upper part were I'ome iflands, and had the wea-

ther been fair inftead of extremely gloomy ar^d rainy, the adjacent

countrv would probably have afforded a very pleafant profpeft, as the

{hores were in general low, and bounded by a pebbly beach, from

whence the ground rofe with a gradual afcent, was free from fnov,', and

had a verdant appearance ; it was pleafingly diverlified with trees, chiefly

of the alder kind, which grew with confiderable luxuriance. Thefe oc-

cupied extenfive plains along the borders of the fea, beyond which rofe

a chain of lofty mountains buried in perpetual froft and fnow. Their

refearches in this arm engaged m.-ft of the day, aiid ^he next morning

thev returned along its foulhern li''/ e.

This fpacious inlet, and j>ariicui;,i1y vis north-eaflern part, had been

vifitcd by Sen'- Fidalgo in the year lycp, for the purpofe of inquiring

into the nature, extent, and fituation o" the Ruflian eflablifliments in

thefe regions. This gentlci'ian paid mi'ch attention to geographical ob-

jects, and gave names to foveral places. His inruiry having been made

]ni()r to our furvey, I have continued the names i'o given; but as his own

does not appear amongfl tlie number, I have, in order that his labours

may be conuncmorati'd, dillinguiflied this branch by tl)e namcofPoRT
I'lDALGO.
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164 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
The weather became extremely unpleafant as the day advanced, and

a very hard g 'e of wind blew from the eallward, attended with heavy

rain. About noon Snug-corner cove was reached, and tliere were great

inducements to have fought the fhelter it afforded from the then incle-

ment weather ; but Mr. Johnflone, anxious to profecute his furvey, and

irufting that fome other fecure retreat would be met with before night,

purfued his route between tlie fouth point of the cove and the idand ly-

ing off it, in a paffage about a mile wide, fcattered over with many rocks.

The eafferly gale continued increafnig, and as they paffed to the fouth

of this land they met a mod heavy fea in that dircftion. Againll this

they laboured, with great fatigue and little effeft, until the evening,

when the violence of the florm obliged them to retire to the ifland jufc

mentioned, where they hauled the boats on {hore to preferve them from

the wind and fea, to which they were greatly expofed from their fituation

before the beach.

The party had not been landed long before they were accofted from

tlie woods by the words, " lazulee, lawlee," fignifying friendfliip ; and

four Indians foon appeared uttering the fame words, with their arms

extended, and making ufe of every fign and gefture to announce their

pacific difpofition ; which being returned, with the addition of fome

trivial prelents from the party, friendfhip and a good underfland-

ing was eftablifhed on both fides. The Indians' canoe had been jud

hauled up within the fkirts of the woods, but it appeared that their refi-

dence was to the north-weft, and that the violence of the ftorm had

obliged them to feek this place for flielter; which fortunately afforded

a comfortable fituation for the tents of our fatigued party, who now
ftood in need of fome reft and refreftiment, having had neither through-

out the day. Here they remained during the night, in the expeftation

that the ftorm having been fo violent would be of fliort duration ; but

inftead of abating it increafed with incredible fury, and was attended

with heavy torrents of rain. The Indians, however, had ftolen away

unnoticed ; this led to an examination into the caufe of their abrupt de-

parture ; and it was foon difcovered, that an axe that had been ufed the

preceding evening was mifting, and which could not have been purloin-

ed
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cd without the inexcufeable negligence of thofe who were upon watcli

;

a fauk not eafily to be overlooked in fuch fituations, and which was

properly noticed by Mr. Johnftone, who took fuch meafures as produced

a very different conduft, in the pcrfons who had been thus inattenti\e to

their duty, during the remainder of his excurfion.

In the morning of the 31 ft the wind and fea had greatly fubfidcd,

but the rain ftill continued to be very heavy ; this however did not pre-

vent the party from proceeding to the examination of the continental

fhorc, which, from the weft point of Snug-corner cove, fituated ac-

cording to our obfervations in latitude 60° 45', longitude 2 13° 48', takes

firft a direftion s. 17 e. four miles, and then eaft about five miles fur-

ther; where, with great difficulty and much hard labour, they arrived

late in the afternoon. In confequence of the wind blowing again with

extreme violence from the eaftward, the fea broke heavily upon the fhore,

and it was not without much difficulty that they effedcd a landing on a

fmall fliingly beach, betv.'een tv/o proje6ling rocks, where they again

hauled up their boats on the (hore.

During the night Mr. Johnftone remarked that this ftorm blew with

equal, ii not greater, fury than he had ever before experienced, and

the fuccceding day was not much lefs tempeftuous ; but on the 2d of

June the wind in a great degree abated, though the rain ftill continued

with heavy and gloomy weather. Their furvey was refumed along the

continental fhore, which took a direftion nearly parallel to port Fidalgo,

reducing the intervening land to a narrow ftrip not more than three or

four miles acrofs. As me day advanced the weather became fercne and

pleafant, and they were enabled to afcertain the latitude, on a point in the

direftion N.72E, eight or nine miles from the point on which they

had paffed the laft ftorm, to be 60° 45' ; having now paffed fome diftance

up another branch of the found, named by Sen' F'dalgo, Puerto Gra-

vina. Its north-weft (hore continued about four miles further in the fame

line ot" direction, and afforded fome fmall coves, with rocks and rocky

iflets lying oft it. It then fuddenly trended to the n.n.e. for about four

miles and an half, where port Gravina terminated, and from whence they

returned along its cad and fouthern ftiores, which are encumbered with

iflets
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illets and rocks. Early in the evening they reached the fouth-eaft point

of this branch in latitude 60" 41', longitude 214° ii-|', to the i'outh-well

of which lies an ifland and alfo fome rocks. Here the party refted for

the night, and took the advantage of the finenefs of the evening to

dry their clothes and put their arms in order. In the morning of lb?

3d they proceeded along the continental (liore, which, from the place

where they had lad refled, took a direftion s. 30 E., two miles, and

then ftrctchcd nearly eafl; thirteen miles further. Within thefe limits are

a ba^', and a fmall branch, in which are feveral rocks and rocky iflets

;

the liiores are in general low, ending in pebbly beaches, where flioal

•water extends fome dillance, and renders landing at low tide very un-

plcafant.

The fhores which they had jull traver^jd from Dort Gravina formed the

northern fide of an arm from four *o fix miles wid^-; but having reached

the above extent, its width decrcafed to lefs than two miles, where it

took a N. N. E. direflion for fix miles, and tb- n terminated with a fliallow

flat at the head, in latitud.- 60° 44', k^ngitude 214° 45'. This dillance

was not accompliflied unt:i breakfall time on the 4tli, nor had the part)"

been able to fee much about them in their paffage up this arm, owing to

the dark, gloom)', and rainy weather that had prevailed. I'he fliores 011

cither fide were more fteep and rocky than in the other arms they had

examined on this excurfion, but the low ground at its head extended to

a greater diltance before it reached the bafe of the mountams ; thefe were

greatly elevated, rofe rather abruptly, and were covered with per])etual

fnow. The productions of the lower country were obfcrved to be limilar

to thoi'e that have been fo repeatedly mentioned to the north-wellward

of New Georgia. On their landing an old bear was difcovered nearly at

;he top of a i)ine tree, with tvro cubs ; the former immediatelv defcend:^d

and made its efcapc, but the young ones were Ihot, and afforded them

an excellent dinvT. 'j he party however had fared tolerably well on this

expedition, ha\ ing Ihot many wild fowl ; and on moll of the rocks where

tliey had lander!, eggs had been procured in great abundance. yVs they

returned, a cliannel or opening was found to the eallward of that bv
wliich they had adanced; this was purfued in a direction s. 25 w., un-

der
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der the imprerfion that the intermediate land, forming the fouthern fide

of the other arm, was an iftand; and that, from the Hne which the conti-

nental (hore then took, it would lead to a paffagc which, on Mr. John-

ftones former vifit to this found in the Prince of Wales of London, had

been difcovered to fcparate cape Hinchinbrook from the main land bv a

channel, which, although only navigable for boats, was fufficicnt to an-

fw'or all our purpofes in tracing the limits of the continental boundars-.

This having always been a primary confideration with us, Mr. Johndoiu,-

entertained hopes of being able to profecute his fur\ey to tlic fuHcd ex-

tent I had pointed out, to which he was gready encouraged by the favo-

rable change the weather had affumed by the advanced Hate of the fca-

fon, and by the long continuance of the very boiflerous weather with

which they had fo recently contended. But before they had advanced a

league, after palfing fome iflets that lie in the channel, their flattering

profpe6l vanifhed, the atmofphere refumcd its threatening afpec):, and

by noon the eaderly wind, attended by a heavy rain, burll fuddenly upon

them, and blew very violently; yet, under the cover of the eallern fhore,

they continued their route. Here they met twenty Indians in twelve fmall

fkin canoes, a few of whom only vifited the boats; the others, who were-

buiily employed in fifliing, did not vifit our party, and thofe who did,

though they behaved in a very civil and orderly manner, were very un-

willing to part with any filh ; a fingle halibut being all that could be

obtained.

Having returned in the above direftion from the head of the arm about

eight miles, the party landed on an illet Iving clofe lo the eaftern fliore,

where they fiiw land appearing like two fmall illands, and feeming to be

fituated at the fouth-we(t entrance of the channel they were then pur-

'.liing: but between the (lation they had taken and thofe iflands, (it being

low tide) a dry fand feerned to extend from hdc to fide of the palfagc

Not doubting that their furvey had hitherto been along the continental

(hore, Mr. Johnllone was unwilling to abandon his objetl, without more

pofiiive tonvitlion of the pafiage before them being clofed and impaf-

fable. tor this purpofc thev fleered over to the weftern or oppofite

liiore, and on approaching within about half a mile of it, (the (liorcs bo-
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
ing about half a league afunder) the depth of water fuddenly increafed

to 3, 5, and 10 fathoms; thefe foundings were regular, clofe to the

weftern, or ifland fide, and in a navigable channel lying s. 60 w., about

half a mile in width; tlie flioal bank from the eaftern or continental fhore

terminating there. This faft was afcertained by one of the boats, whilfl;

Mr. Johndone in the other kept along the edge of the flioal bank until he

reached the eaftcrnmofl of the two iflands, which from the iflet they had

quitted is about 9 miles diftant, and lies in a s. 54 w. dire6lion. To this

place they had been conduced by two Ruffians, with whom they had met

in their way; and on landing were received by eight others with every

expreffion of pleafure, indicative of their friendly and hofpitable inch--

nations, though their poverty feemed to preclude the exercife of their

good intentions. Their refidence at this ifland appeared to be of a

temporary nature, fince the only ftielter they had was under a large fkin

boat, rcfting with one of its gunwales on the ground, whilfl; the other

was propped up by flicks at a fufficient height to admit their creeping

under it. In this fituation did thefe ten Ruffians abide, clofe in the vici^

nage of a large village, containing not lefs than two hundred Indians

;

a party by much too numerous for our people to have ventured takino-

up their night's abode fo near, liad it not been for the confidence which

the Ruflians rcpofcd in them, and which proved not to be ill placed.

Whilfl our party was preparing for their night's refl, the twelve canoes

which were feen in the morning arrived, and delivered to the Ruffians the

produce of their day's labour, confifling of about two dozen halibut, fome

fmall fifli, and one very fine falmon. The Ruffians immediately prefented

the falmon to Mr. Johnftone, and defired that his people would take fuch

of the halibut and fmall fifh as they had occafion for; thefe very friendly

offers were thankfully accepted, and they afforded the party a moft excel-

lent repaft, in which they were joined by their Ruffian friends. As tiie

party were about to retire to reft, two large fkin canoes arrix'ed, and

paddled leifureiy backwards and forwards in front of the \illag(% finging

a

long in flow time, which was accompanied by aftions fimilar to thofc

pradifed by moft of the North Weft American Indians on their \ ifitiiig

ftrangers.
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H rangers. This party confifted of about twenty in each canoe, which

circumftance at that time of night Mr. Johnflone confidcred as by no

means pleafant, and induced him to inquire which was tlic officer, or who
was the principal perfon, of the Ruffian party ; but he found there was

no fuch perfon amongft them, they being all either matrofles or com-

mon failors, fent from their fettlemer.t at Noocheek, that is to fay, port

Etches, for the purpofe of collefting furs.

The new comers, although making a very confidcrable addition to

the Indian party, produced no alteration in the condu6l of the Ruf-

fians ; this was very fatisfaftory to Mr. Johnflone, and the (iifpicions

that had before been entertained intirely fubfided. One of ihefe Indi-

ans, who appeared to be a chief, delivered to the Ruffians a paper fold-

ed up in the form of a letter, with ten fkins, nine of which appeared to

be beaver and one a fea otter (kin.

Although a want of knowledge in the Ruffian language neceffarily ren-

dered moft of their inquiries inconclufive, yet they clearly underflood that

the ftrangers had come immediately from Groofgincloofe, or Cook's in-

let, and that they, with their canoes, had crojfed the ijlhmus overland that

feparates this found from Turnagain arm ; but whether thefe Indians

were the natives of this or that branch of the ocean could not be afcer-

tained.

The night was boifterous from the s.e., with very heavy rain. In

the morning of the 5th the weather was more moderate,' but unfortu-

nately the grapnel of one of the boats being foul at the bottom, the

boat grounded whilft they were endeavouring to weigh it ; and it being ebb

tide they could not pafs over the fhoal, fo that fhe was under the neceffity

of remaining there until the returning flood. As their fituation was now be-

fore the channel leading in an eafterly dire61ion to the ocean, Mr. John-

flone proceeded with the other boat, in order to gain fuch information as

might t'-nd to facilitate their progrefs on the next tide ; and having ad-

vanced as far as the (hoal and the falling tide would permit, he ob-

ferved, that between the point to which ihey had traced the continental

fhorc, fituated in latitude 60"
29-I',

longitude 214" 29', (and which, after

Captain Witfhed, of the navy, obtained the name of Point Wit shed)
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and Hinchinbrook. idand, the fpace \\'a.s occupied b^ a low unintenuptod

barren fand as far as the eye could reach, bein^ ihc continuation of the

Ihoal bank that ihf.'v had traced ever iince quitting.', iho i(!ct on the preceding

afternoon. This bank feenied to be inipalfable, t)ut as thefc obferva-

tions v.Tic made at low water, a few feet only abo\e the furface of an

extenhve and ne.irly level tratl of fands, Mr, Jolndlone thought it

not itnprobal)le that a channel for the boats night be found winding

tlirough it into the ocean. He was confirmed in this opinion by the

Rudians on his return to the iiland ; where, lindino- ;he other boat in

readinefs to depart, they took leave of their Rulhan friends, with many

thanl.ful exprellions for the kindnelles they had bellowed. Thefe Mr.

Johnllone endeavoured to requite by a few trifling articles of traffic,

which he conceived might be acceptable, and wliich were received with

great pleafure by the RuHians.

The wind ftill blew very (Irong from the s.e., attended with thick

rainy weather, but the hopes of being yet able to profecute their re-

fcarches along the continental (hore to the eaflward, induced them to

continue in that purfuit towards the north-eaft point of Hinchinbrook

ifland (which obtained the name of Point Bkntinck) as the moft

probable means for finding the expefted boat pafTage ; but on their

rerclnog that point Mr. Johnftone perceived, as he had done in the

morning, the continuation of the fand-bank, connecting the land he

was then upon with the continent ; with the only difference of its being

partly dry, the tide not being quite fo low as before. To the eaftward

the ocean feemed to be very tempefluous, and the fpace between point

Bentinck and point Wiifhed was occupied by a tremendous furf that ren-

dered any paffage at that time impraflicable, though in more favorable

weather it might probably be effetled.

The party had now bet n abfent ten days from the fhip, which was

the period for which they had been fupplied, and as the only means of

carrying on the furvey of the exterior coaft was round by cape Hinch-

inbrook, a navigation far too extenfive for them to attempt with the

remaining flock of their provifions, and expofed to the ocean on an in-

tirtly open coaft, they were obliged, though with great reluftance, to

abandon
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abandon that objeft, and dirctl their way towards liome. In doing iliis

they pafled along the fliores of Hinchinbrook ifland, nearly in a wcfl

direftion, dill doubtful whether the land, forming the north-wcilcrn

fide of the channel they had thus purfucd, was an iflaiul, or only a pcnin-

fiila. Should however the former conjefture prove correct, their pafTage,

to the vefTels would be fhortened many leagues ; and to afcertain this facl

they rowed until near midnight, when, having advanced about eie'''

miles from point Bentinck, their labours were rewarded by reaching the

wcdern fide of the expelled pafTage leading into the found, bv a chan-

nel about half a league \ 1e and about two miles long, in which wcr^*

fome illcts and rocks, w fhoal 1)mg before its northern entrance.

The land in queftion wa^ now proved to be an ifland; from one to four

miles wide, and about twenty miles long, in a north-eaft and fouth-weil

direction. This illand obtained the name of Hawkins's Island.

After refting a few hours, earJy in the morning of the 6th they again

fat off, but their progrefs was flow in confequence of a ftrong wcflerlv

wind, almoft as adverfe to their returning as the eafterly florms had

been to their advancing, but with the alleviation of more pleafant wea-

ther. They pafled along the north-weft part of Hinchinbrook ifland,

which in a wefterly direftion is formed into coves, and fmall open bays :,

in one of thefe they flopped to breakfart. Here they found a crofs

erefted, on which was infcribcd, " Carolus IV. Hifpan. Rex. An. 1790.
*' P'D" Salvador Fidalgo." The north-wcfl extremity of this ifland was

reached about noon, when the latitude was obl'ervcd to be 60° 30', its

longitude 213° 54', about 7-3- miles nearly in a wefl direction from the

paflage they had pafled through the preceding night. I'his was only

the fecond obfervation that had been obtained for the latitude duriu"

this expedition, but this fortunately happened to be at a confpicuous

flation, from \n '.lence they were able to correft the menfuration of the

whole of their furvey, which otherwile mufl have been liable to mate-

rial error from the very inclement weather they had experienced.

From this point die fhores, which were indented into linall coves, took

a s.s. w. diretlion, about eight miles to the north-well point of entrance

into port Etches ; which Mr.Johnllone had my diredtions to viflt if circum-.
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fiances would permit him fo to do, in the hope of his being able to acquire

fome g(X)graphical Information from the Ruffians eftabiifhed in that place,

whofe iiabitation in the morning of the 7th they found fituated in the

north-well part of thai port. Here they were received by the principal

pcrfon, Mr. Peter Colomenee, with e\ ery mark of polite cordiality that

might have been expetUd from a perfon in his fituation, and intrufted

with the {lire61ion of an exte nhve commercial eftablilhment. Mr. Colo-

menee inflantly conducled tiie party to the Ruffian refidence, which in

mod refpcfts refembled that which I had vifited in Cook's inlet, though

on a finaller fcale. Ihis however was better defended, as a galiot of

about feventy tons burthen was hauled on ffiore, placed ereft, and

formed nearly one fide of the fquare, within which their houfes were

built ; the whole of which it overlooked, and commanded the adjacent

country, which is a low narrow peninfula, to a confiderable diflance

round. On board this veffel fome Ruffians well armed conftantly re-

fided, and on her decks ferae fwivel and carriage guns were mounted

;

and three of the latter were alfo feen at the entrance of the large com;-

mon dwelling-houfe. Here they were feated to breakfaft, confifting of

boiled feals' fleffi, train oil, and a few boiled eggs, ferved up with a de-

gree of neatnefs correfpondent to the delicacy of the articles of which

the rcpaft was compofed. The Ikin and mod of the huir were flill ad-

hering to the flefh of the feal, and the other articles not being very

inviting to perfons accuflomed to a different diet, Mr. Johnftone begged

leave to add their portion of chocolate, beef and bread, to the breakfaft,

which was readily admitted, and to which their Ruffian hofl did ample

juftire.

Mr. Johnftone obfervcd, that there were only a few Indians in the

neighbourhood of this Rttlement, but is of opinion that they have a

confiderable village at the head of (he port. The Ruffians were laid to

amount to an hundred, who, with thofe eflablifhed in the upper parts

of Cook's inlet, under Mr. Zikoff, were in the intereft of one particu-

lar company of merchants, dillinft from thofe under the direction oi

Mr. Berrenoff, who they now underflood refided chiefly at the Kodiak

;

that his party extended their traffic principally along the exterior coail

2 of
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of the peninfula, towards Montagu ifland ; that the accounts of the efta-

bhfliment under the authority of Mr. Berrenoff in BIying found were

correft ; and that the EngUlhman's name who was employed there in

building a fhip, was Shields.

From the refult of Mr. Johnftone's inquiries, it did not appear that

the Ruffians had lormed any eftablifhment to the callward of this ftation.

but that their boats make excurfions along the exterior coaft as far as

cape Suckling, and their galiots much further. In one of thefe expedi-

tions a ferious difpute had lately arifen with the natives of Admiralty bay

;

but the particulars could not be 'earned. On Mr. Johnftone's inquiring

for the chart of the Ruffian difcoveries in thefe regions, he found that

Mr. Colomcnee had no fuch thing in his poffeffion ; but he underftood that

Mr. Smyloff, who commanded the galiot, was well informed, and Mr.

Colomenee believed that he poffeffed fome documents that would have af-

forded Mr. Johnftone much fatisfatlion, had not that gentleman been ab-

fent on an excurfion, by which means little interefting information could

be obtained by this vifit ; not however refulting from an improper

mode of direfting the inquiries on the one part, or a difinclination to

communicate on the other; but from the infurmountabie impediinctu

which had fo conftantly attended on all our inquiries, from the want

of a common language, by which we might have been enabled to com-

prehend each others meaning.

During the day the weather was fair, but as the wind blew a flrong

gale from the weftward, againft which the boats could have made very

little if any progrefs, Mr. Johnftone was induced to prolong his ftay un-

til the evening, at which time thefe winds generally fiibddc. After

(litmer, to fnew the fenfe he entertained of Mr. Colomcnee's cordial and

attentive reception, and in return for tjie fervices our pnrty had re-

reived from the Ruffians at the Indian village, Mr. Johnftone prefentecJ

their hofpitable hoft with the few articles of trafiic, and the fmall ftnck

of provilions they had remaining, ainongft which was about half a gallon

of rum. This appeared to be by far the inoft acceptable part of the

whole ; and Mr. Colomenee faid, it was a gr«;\Tt length of time (ince he

had polhlfcd fuch a quantity of rpiiitucus liquor; indeed, the imnie-
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diale and intemperate ule he made of Ir, foon proved it to be a fortunate

circuinllancc that his fituation p'-eckidcd him the indulgence of fuch

luxuries. The inonUiiate defire in the lower clalfes of thefe people for

fpirituous liquors is a notorious fad, and had been often exhibited in

our (liort intercourfe with thofe whom we had met with in this country;

but our gentlemen could not avoid being greatly hurt that a foreigner,

capable of conducting himfelf in a manner that befpoke him worthy of a

itiperior ftation, fliould have fo little efteem for himfelf, as to fall into

the general error; efpecially as he was a man advanced in years, and

whole previous deportment had veryjuftly intitled hiin to their refpcft:

he became in an inilant an objeft of their pity, and they were under the

necelfity of taking their leave, whilil he was lb intoxicated as to be nearly

in a Hate of infenfibility.

The wind, as had been expected, fubfided about eight in the evening,

and t':e night was enjploved in rowing acrofs the loand; in the morning

the calm was fucceeded by a northerly wind with pleafant weather, which

brought them back to the vefTels, as has been already ftated.

{^uncl-iy 8. l\ party of about twenty Rulhans vifited the (hips on funday afternoon

from port Etches, in one of their large fkin canoes, conduced by the

fame perfon who had been the leader of the party that had vifited us

amongll the ice in the upper part of Cook's inlet. I underllood from

him, that on his quitting the fliip they had proceeded up Turnagain arm,

and from thence had crolfed the iilhmus by land and gone to port Etches,

where he had remained ever fince. P{e alfo gave me to underlland,

that Mr. Colomenee would be with us in the morning, which took place

afrreeably to his information ; and with him came Mr. Ballufian, who

broutrht the chart he had gone in queft of, and very politely allowed me

to copy it.

By the luperfcription of this chart, it appeared to have been exe-

cuted in the years 178c) and 1790, but we were unable to underlland any

thing further of what was contained in its title, which was rather difl'ufc,

and appeared to be as unintelligible to the Rudians as to ourfelves; for

they eiilier could not, or would not read it over, nor did they inform us

under what authority the chart had been conllrutted. The extent which

it
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It comprehended was, on the Afiatic fliorc, including the fca of Orhoirk,

from 50 to 6] dcgires of north latitude ; the American coafl and iflands

eallward on ihe north pacific to Crols found, and northward to (hoal

Nefs. On comparing this chart with fuch parts of the American coafl

as had been i'urveyed by Captain Cook, or ieen by ourfclves, though it

had not any great apparent j^retenfions to accuracy, yet it was fatisfac-

tc»ry in certain particulars, with refpetl to which we had entertained

{()me doubts ; efpccially with regard to the coafl: lying between cape

Trinity and point Banks, which was reprefented in this chart as an ex-

tenfive group of iflands under the denomination of Kodiak. The lar-

gell of thcfe extends from cape Trinity to cape Greville, where a fepa-

ration takes place between it and the land to the wellward of St. Her-

niogenes Ifland, which land the Ruffians call Fogniak ; and forms with

the land to the Ibuihward what Captain Cook called Whitfuntide bay,

hut which is a palfage leading weflward into thofe ftraits that feparatc

the Kodiak from the continent, to the fouth-weflward of cape Douglas.

Thefc flraits are delineated as being in general upwards of 10 leagues

wide, free from interruption ; the land about cape Trinity forming their

fouth-wefl point of entrance. The parts thus dcfcribed, that had not

been feen by us, I have incorporated into our charts, but I cannot take

upon me to be aniwerable in any refpeft for their accuracy. This fur-

vey in many particulars varies very materially from that publifhed by

Mr. Meares.

The inclemency of the weather having prevented Mr. Johnftone from

examining the exterior coafl., and having greatly delayed our bufinefs^

efpecially in the carpenter.^' department, Mr. Puget received my orders

to proceed with the CT.atham, and to continue the furvey of the conti-

nental fliore to port Mulgrave, where I direfted him to remain until the

ifl of July ; but in the event of my not having arrived there before that

time, he was then to proceed to Crofs found, with further inftrudlions

for his government. On this fcrvicc the Chatham departed the next

morning, as did our Ruffian friends, to whom I prefented an affortment Weanc: n

of fuch articles as in their eflimution was mofL valuable and uflful, ron-

fifling of culinary uttufils, iron, fleel, copper, axes, <^c. with fomc

failed

I

i :4

I:

''•iri

i; w'?M

•* ''4 L *'- 1

T 'X ." 'li»i
. Ai ..'•'•mk

,. ' #1 • .

•&« v:-!.-

'» .5. -'*j<.-

.

•;::?

}TM
,,\»,

i
.V.' *; ''^-''^mI



../.;:. :i:

<; 'I ;;•:•!•'

IlltlC.

176 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
failed provifions, bread flour, rum, and tobacco, all of which were ac-

cepted with teftimonies of the moft grateful fatisfaftion.

The cutter that had attended Mr. Johnftone being now at Icifiire, I

employed the three following days in taking a fketch of the harbour, and

its adjacent (hores. During this interval the bowfprit was got in, and

the (hip in all other refpefts made ready for fea the inftant the other

boat party (hould return.

r.-tiJj Tj. About noon on funday Mr. Whidbey arrived, having completed the

tafk allotted to his labours, fo that by the joint exertions of the two

parties, the furvey of this fpacious inlet had been fully accom-

plifhed.

In his paflage towards the fouth-weft point of the found Mr. Whid-

bey vifited two hays on the (hores of Montagu ifland, one named by

Mr. Portlock Hunnings's bay, the other M'Leod's harbour. The

anchorage in thefe he reprefents as being very much expofed,

and conftituting nothing more than (lopping places in navigating this

channel. The points of both ought not to be approached too near, as

lurking rocks are fituated at fome diftance from them. In cro(ring from

Montagu ifland to the fouth-weft point of the found, much broken land

was pafl'ed, and confidcrcd to be a clufter of high rugged iflands. This

conjefture was afterwards found to be well formed, as alfothat the point

to which I have given the name of Cape Puget, was on the main land

of the peninfula. This cape is fituated in latitude 59° 55', longitude 2 1
2"

g^', and forms the weft point of a branch of the found leading to the

northward; which I named Port Bainb ridge. Its oppofite point,

which I call Point Elrington, is the fouth-wcfternmoft part of the

above high rugged clufter of iflands, lying from it eaft, five miles dif-

tant. This is a high, fteep, barren promontory of fmall extent, con-

neded to the ifland near it by a narrow ifthmus, which at that time was

covered with different kinds of fea fowl. On the fame fide of the port

in a N.N.w. direftion, about five miles from point Elrington, is Point
Pyke, rendered remarkable by its fugar-loaf form. Between thefe

points are fome bays, and a large opening leading to the north-eaft,

with many rocks about tlic (hores juft above water; but the oppofite

or weflorn fide of the port is compa6}, although (bmcwhat indented

with
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with fmall bays and coves. To die north of point Pykc is a tole-

rably well-fliekcrcd bay, funoundcd on all Mc^ bv loIiy abrupt fnowy

mountains; and to the north of this was a I'econd bay, and a narrow-

opening leading to the nonh-eaft. The furvcy was continued on the

weftern fhore, in a channel in •> northerly dircdion, and between two

and three miles wide. On the 28th of may the party rcHed in a fmall

cove; the night as well as the day was extremely unpleafant. the wind

having conflantly blown a flrong gale from the n. n'. e., with cold rainy

weather. The next morning a great fwell rolled from the ocean up the

port, which terminated fix miles from their lall fleeping place in the lati-

tude of 60° 13^', longitude 212" l2-§-' by a fmall trafl ol' low land ; ofl"

which, as well as its weftern fhore, lie fome rocks and rocky iflcts. On ihefc,

although at the diftance of eighteen miles from the entrance of the port,

and the wind blowing nearly in a dircft line down the channel, the fca

broke with fuch violence as rendered landing dangerous. Here they

were met by a folitary Indian, who accompanied them back along the

eafterh fide of port Bainbridge. This (hore was found to be compatt,

until they reached the north point of the narrow opening before noticed,

which I have called Point Waters, lying in a dire6lion from the head

of the port s. 15 e., diftant 8 miles, having fome rocks and breakers before

it. Thefe they pafled, and continued their refearches up the opening which

took a direftion n. 50 e. ; where, having advanced about 5 miles, the tur-

bulency of the weather obliged them to feek fome fecure retreat, and on

reaching a fmall indifferent cove on the northern fide, the party flopped,

and were with difficulty able to ereft one fmall tent, and to make a

fire. The violence of the florm here was equal to what was experi-

enced by Mr. Johnftone and his party. It detained Mr. Whidbey until the

ifl of June, but its greateft force during his excurfion was about noon on

the preceding day, when a very heavy guft brought down from a confi-

derable height on the fide of the mountains, which are ftcep to he water's

edge, an immenfe mafs of earth, trees, and frozen fnow. This was at-

tended by a moft tremendous noifc, and took place at a diftance not

exceeding an hundred yards from the fpot where the whole part)- was

affembled. It was whilfl they were detained here that the accident had

Vol. III. A a happened,
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happened, which in a great mcadire had occafioncd Mr. Whidbey's

former return.

Conceiving, from the direrlion of this opening, that it fi paiatcd the

broken land bef»)re mentioned from tlie main land, and that it communi-

cated with the i'oiiri(i to the nortii-eaduard, Mr. Wludbcy continmd his

courle in tiiat dircrtion, accompanied by the Indian who had been their

gucU during the llormy weather; and ha\ing proceeded about 6 miles

further, nearly in tlu: line before defcribed, they arrived in liie found. The

channel through which they had thus paifed, was in moft parts fonie-

thing Icfs than a mile wide ; it is about 1 1 miles in length, there are feveral

funhen rocks in it ; and its fhores are compofed of deep rocky mountains.

In the evening of the 3d, the party again reached the north-weft point

of this pafl'age, wiiich after Captain Countcfs of the navy, obtained the

name of Point Countess; it is fituated in latitude 60' 13', longitude

212° 30^' ; this forms alfo the fouth-eaft point of an arm leading to the

north-weftward, up which their courfe was direclcd along the larboard

or continental (here, pafling many large pieces of floating ice, which

were in great abundance in this part of the found. Two miles to the

north-weft of this point they reached the entrance of a fmall opening

about a mile in width, that took a foutherly direction, wliere they

rcfted for the night. Early the next morning they again proceeded with

thick rainy weather, and found tliis opening to be compofed of two bays,

that terminated about a league wiihm its entrance. From hence they

fteered to tlie n. n. w., pafling a bay on the weftern fhore about a league

wide, and about 4^ miles deep, terminated by a compa6t body of ice

that defcended from high perpendicular clifls to tlie water fide, and fur-

rounded by a country compofed of Itupendous lofty mountains covered

with fnow. By this time Mr. Whidbey liad advanced as far on the wef-

tern fide of the found as to be oppofite to the anchorage of the veflels,

about 9 leagues diftant in nearly an eaft and weft dire6lion. This fpace

is occupied by land much broken, through which, befides an open-

ing then before them leading to the north-eaft, there were two others

that they had pafled by leading to the northward. From the north of

tliis icy bay the continental fliore fti etched n. 30 \v., about fix miles up

a fmall
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a fmall branch, which there turned (liort to the fouthward, ami tcnni-

naicd about a league further in a circular bafon, Full of rocks, foino

above and others beneath the furface of the water. From this bafon

the party returned along the northern (hore, which led them to a point,

in tbe opening lad mentioned extending to the north-cad, in latitude 60"

20', longitude 212° 26'. This palFage, which may be confidcred as com-

mencing at the north point of Icy bay, is there about two miles wide, and

was found to extend in a direftion N. .j2 e. for 9-5- miles, where it com-

municated with the mod wcftern of the other two openings before alluded

to, making the land on the eaftern fide of this paflage (which from the great

number of rocks in it is navigable only for boats and canoes) an ifland

about 2^ leagues long. On the weftern fide of this are two fmall branches,

each about a mile wide, and 4 miles long, lying in a north-wefi; direc-

tion, in which were alfo an immenfe number of rocks. The fhores of

the main land continued in the direftion of the pafTafje, about a leajiuc

and a half beyond the mofl: northern of thefe branches, to a point from

whence the continental fliore took a direftion n. 27 w.; this point ob-

tained the name of Point Nowell, and is fituated in latitude 60' 27',

longitude 212° 42-|-'. They quitted this about noon on the 5th ; and after

having advanced about 1 1 miles along a very rocky coaft, with fome

iflets lying off from it, the party arrived at the fouth point of entrance

into an opening on the main land ; its oppofite point lying in the above

direftion about two miles further : the fhores that were thus traverfcd

broke into fmall bays, lined by innumerable rocks, and expofed to the

whole range of the north-eaft fwell in tht ;> nd, from which quarter a

very heavy fea broke with great violence, ai.d rendered its navigation,

even for boats, highly dangerous.

This opening conlifted of three finall branches, two of them taking a

foutherly, and the third a north-wefterly courfe. Having afcertained the

extent of this opening, the coaft was found to ftretch from it nearly north,

rounding a little to theeaflward, to a point that has received the name of

Point Culross, fituated in latitude 60° 45', and longitude 212° 32', and

palRng an ifland about a league from the fliorc, about four miles long, in a

north-weft direftion. This point formed the fouth-well point ofan opening
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.ibout •i\ miles widi-, tiikinj^ a dirt'clion N.jow.; hut as iluy advanced

bc'tu'ccii lluli; points ofeDtianct', tlio ojK'ninjj divided into two very ex-

ttiilive branelies, one taking nearly a nortlieriy, the other a wcllcrly di-

re clion; tlic latter firIL eluitned the attention of tlie party. Along its

Ibuthcrn Ihore, about iour miles and a halt from point Cuirofs, they came

to a bay about a league and a half wide, and about 3 miles deep, in a

fouth direeiiun, \vhi re it was terminated by a fmiilar boundary of ice and

fro;ccn fnow as before deleiibed, reaching from a compact body of lofty

frozen mountains to tlic vvatci'.s edge. Here it was fmgular tiiat

the Ihorcs between thele icy ba)S were moftly compofed of a border

of very low land, well wooded with trees of the pine and alder tribes,

fbetching from the bale of llupendous mountains into the Jea. At the

well point of this bay, which I have called Point Cochrane, they

took up their night's abode, and found it to form the lijuth point of a

branch leading to the weflward, and lying in a direfclion from point

Cuirofs, N. 77 w., at the diftance of 8 miles; the oppofite, or north

point of entrance, lying n.n.e., half a league diftant. This branch, on

the morning of the 7th, was found divided into two ; the firft about 2 miles

wide, took a direftion from point Cochrane, s. 68 vv., 2^ kagues ; the

other extended from the fame flation weft 13 miles, and then terminated

in a direflion s. 33 vv., about 4 miles further; its gener.>l width from

half a league to two miles and an half. Although Mr. Whidbey had

every reafon to prefutiie that his examination had hitherto been dueded

along the continental ftiore, yet from the very extraordinary manner in

vvliicli we had found the coail of North Weft America divided, he could

not help entertaining fonie doubts, until he arrived at the north-well ex-

tremity of this branch, fituatcd in latitude 60° 48', longitude 211" 52'.

Here they had approached within twelve miles in a dire6tion s. 60 w. of

the fpot where Mr.Whidbey had ended his examination of Turnagain arm.

The intermediate fpace was the ifthmus fo frequently alluded to before,

on either fide of which the country was compofed of what appeared

to him to be lofty, barren, impaftable mountains, enveloped in j)erpe-

tual fnov\r ; but the ifthmus itfelf was a valley of fome breadth, which,

though it contained elevated land, was very free from fnow, and appeared

to
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ro be pcrfeclly cafy of accefs; a liitlc to the euftward of this valley, a

ra|)iil Hiram of ircfh water rufhcd tlown a gully in the lofiy mountains,

antl found its way to the fea through a margin of low land extending

from tlu" bafe of the mountains, and j)roducing pine trees, eranbcrries,

and a lew other fhrubs. On the wedern point of entrance into this brook

was a (mall houfe, about five feet high, and eight feet fquarc, covered in

with bark, not built after the Indian, but evidently conllrufcled after the

Rullian manner ; formed by logs of timber, and made tight by the va-

cancies being filled up with mofs and clay; the bottom was ffrewcd over

with clean dried grafs, and appeared not only to have been recently in-

habited, but to be a place of frequent refort.

'I'liis houfe, and the general appearance of the country, removed

every tloubt of their fiiuation being then on the caflern fide of that pals,

by which the Ruffians maintain a communication between their fcttlc-

ments in tlicfe two cxtenfivc inlets. Mr. Whidbey however, for his

further fatisfa6tion, was very defirous of finding the road or path by

which the intercourfe was carried on ; and although he was unfuccefsful

in afcertaining this, yet it did not appear to him that any particular

track wasiiecclfary, as the valley has a tolerably even furface, was nearly

dcflitute of any vegetable productions, and was equally paffablc in all

direftions. Its fituation and charafter corrcfponded alfo with the delcrip-

tionof it given bv the Ruffians, and Mr. Whidbey "s rnenfuration agreed

nearly with the diflance acrofs as fiated by them, namely, about fixteen

verfls. Coincidences fo conclufive were confidered by him as fufficiently

fatisfaftory, without croflmg the iflhmus for more fully determining the

point in queflion, which was now placed beyond all doubt ; nor could it

be neccffary for attaining the principal object of our voyage, that a

more minute examination fiiould be made of this iflhmus, or of the

(hores of the intervening peninfula between Cook's inlet and prince

William's found.

This branch received the name of Passage Canal; and the party

having finifhed their nerrfiiirv obfervations, dined by the fide of the above

brook. Part of their re uafl confifled of two porcupines, which were re-

prefented to refemble rabbits in tafle. Here they alfofhot a third, but its

effluvia w'iXi (o intolerably oiienfivc that no ufc could be made of it ; the

largcft
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largcfl of tlic ihroe weighed about 25 H).; fiich of their quills as were

hard, and in a peifert (late, did not exceed fix inrlies in length, al-

though they had others much longer, but thefe were loft and of no

llrength.

In their way up Paifage canal, the progrefs of the party had been much

retarded by a Urong wellerlv wind, and they had no fooner fat out on

their return than the wind fiiifted, and blew equally (Irong from the

canward, which obliged them to be continually rowing unti' ten at night

before they reached the entrance; here they refted for the night in a

fmall bay, about half a league to the north of the noitii point of en-

trance into the canal, which I have called Point Pigot, after one of

the young gentlemen who generally attended Mr. Whidbey on thefe

excurfions ; it is fituated in latitude 60" \';\, longitude 212° 164'. Early

in the morning of the 8th the examination of the continental fhore was

refumed ; it forms the weftern fide of the northern branch of this arm

before alluded to, and which in a diredion n. 30 e. is about 4 miles

wide. The continental fide of this branch is compofed of a fiupendous

range of fnowy mountains, from whofe bafe low projefting land ex-

tends, jutting out into points, and forming the fliores, which were thinly

wooded with dwarf pines and ftunted alders.

At one of the points where the party had occafion to land, a fepul-

chre was difcovered; Mr. Whidbey, in the courfe of this excurHon, had

obferved fimilar monuments before, but they were all fo old, decayed,

and mutilated, that it v/as not an eafy matter to determine exaflly for

what fpecific purpofe they had been originally intended; but it was

now proved that their conjcftures had been rightly formed. This

tomb being of more recent date, Mr. Whidbey had it examined ; a hole

was found dug about a foot deep, five feet long, and four feet wide; at

the bottom were fome thin planks, and acrofs them, nearly in the middle

of the grave, two pieces of wood were placed about a loot afundcr, and

about nine inches thick, between which were depofited the remains of a dead

body, rolled up in a feal Ikin, and carefully tied with thongs of the fame

material. Thefe remains confifted of fome aflies and calcined bones,

which were concluded to be human ; and as all the parts of the grave

2 {hewed
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fhcwcd cviflont figns of tin* aflion of firr, it is natural to infer, that con-

fuMiing their dead by fire is tlic prai-tice of the inhabitants. The rch6ls ^

ilius dcpo filed were covered over with atiother plank, o\er wliich were

(Irewed flones, mofs, and fomc old broken paddles. 'I'lu' diieflion of

the grave was nearly north and fouth, with a linall pole about eight feet

long erecled at its foiith end. The eiiriolity ol the party having been

tiius fatisfied, every thing was rellored to its former (late, antl they pro-

ceeded towards another low proje6ting point flill on the larboard or

continental Ihore, in a direction n. 6} k. from this fpot, and at thedifhancc

of three miles. Between ihefe points a bay is formed, about a league

and a half deep towards the n.n.w,, in which were {\cn feveral flioais

and much ice; the termination of this bay is bounded by a continuation

of the above range of lofty mountains. On this fecond low projecting

point, which Mr. Whidbey called Point PAKKMiANf, the latitude was

obl'erved to be tio" ^g-^', its longitude 212° 29'. The width of the arm at

liiis Ration was reduced to 2 miles, in wliich were feveral half concealed

rocks, and much floating ice, through which they purfucd their examina-

tion, to a point at tb.e diftance of ;j miles along the wcfiern fliore, which

flill continued to be compa^. extending n.^ok. ; in this direftion

they met fuch innumerable huge bodies of ice, forne afloat, others Iving

on the grounfl near the fhore in 10 or 12 fathoms water, as rendered

their further progrefs up the branch rafli, and highl\- dangerous. This

was however, very fortunately, an objetl of no moment, fincc before their

return they had obtained a diftincf view of its termination about 2

leagues further in the fame direction, by a firm and compaft body of ice

reaching from fide to iide, and greatly above the level of the fea; be-

hind which extended the continuation of the fame range of lofty moun-

tains, whofo fummits fecmed to be higher than any that had yet been

lecn on the coaft.

Whilfl at dinner in this fituation they frequently heard a very loud

rumbling noife, not unlike loud, but diftant thunder; fimilar founds had

often been heard when tlie party was in the neighbourhood of large bo-

dies of ice, but they had not before been able to trace the caufe. They

now found tb.c noife to originate from immenfe ponderous fragments of

ice,
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|7f »• ice, breaking off from the higher parts of the main body, and falling

-^—t from a very confiderable height, which in one inftancc produced fo vio-

lent a fliock, that it was fenfibly felt by the whole party, although the

ground on which they were was at lead 2 leagues from the fpot where

the fall of ice had taken place. Mr. Whidbey obferved, that a large

portion of the few trees that this defolate and dreary region produced,

had been much fliattered by the late ilormy weather; fome were torn up

by the roots, others bent to the ground, and fome with their heads intirely

broken off. After dinner they returned down this branch along its eafleru

fide, which like die oppofite (hore is firm and compatl, until they

reached a narrow opening lying fouth, 4 miles diftant from the fecond

low projeding point. This opening led them through a narrow paffage,

in iome places a mile in others not a quarter of a mile wide, and in an

irregular direftion about s. 39 e., and about 3 leagues long, to a point on

the continent communicating \;ith the found, and making the land on

the well fide of this paffage an ifland about ten miles long, and four

miles broad ; its fouth point being the nortb-eall point of entrance into

the arm leading to Paffage canal. Here they refled for the night, and in

the morning of the 9th -continued their inquiry along the fhores of the

continent, which took, though irregularly, about an e. n. e. direftion,

ten miles to the fouth-weft point of an arm, which I called Point

Pellew, leading to the northward, where the obferved latitude was

60° 51', longitude 212° 57'. The fhores that tompofe this extent of

coaft are formed by a low border of land, extending from the bafe of

the mountains, much indented with fmall bays, and at high tide great-

ly interfered by water; it produces a few dwarf trees, and other infig-

nificant vegetable produftions ; and like the other parts of the continent

bordering upon the found, is bounded by fmall iflands, iflets, and rocks,

extending into the found as far as they were able to difcern, and which

rendered the progrefs of the boats tedious and intricate. Ileie they

were vifited by a fmall party of the native Indians, who conducted them-

felves with great friendlinefs, and very civilly invited our gentlemen to

their habitations, which they pointed out to be not far olf; but Mr.

W'hidbey's objeft leading him another way, they inutually bade each

other
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otlier farewell, and as our party proceeded, this arm was found to take

a north direftion, in general about a league wide, and to terminate at

the diitance of about 4 leagues, at the foot of a continuation of the

range of lofty mountains before mentioned. Its upper parts were mucix

incumbered with ice, as were both the eaflcrn and wcflern lidcs with

innumerable rocks, and fome iflcts. In the evening they reached a

point, which lies n. 83 e., at the diflanceof 8 miles from the above fouih-

wefl point of the arm they had quitted ; here the party reded for tlie

night. About two the next morning (the 10th) tlicir repofe was dil-

turbed by four Indians, who had flruck a large halibut, that occafionod

them fome trouble to fecure, very near the place of their lodging; this

was at length very dexteroufly effefled, and the interruption expe-

rienced was amplv compenHited by the fidi which they purchafcd of

the Indians, and which afforded the party feveral good and acceptable

meals.

At four o'clock, the ufual time of moving, Mr. Whidbey proceeded

along the continental fhore, through a pafTage half a league wide, formed

by the fhores of the main land and an ifland lying along it, about a

league broad and feven miles long, in a dire6lion n. e. by e. Nearly

in the middle of this pafTage is a bay about 2 miles wide, and of the fame

depth. This bay, which has its northern point fituated in latitude 60"

567, longitude 213" 25', is the weflern extent of Sen' Fidalgo's refeareh-

es in this found, and was named by him Puerto Revilla Gigedo. To
the eaflward of this is another bay of rather larger dimcnfions, with an

ifland in its north-eafl corner. It is a circumffance not unworthy of re-

mark in thefe bavs, fo near as they are to each other, the forme r pre-

fenting a fouth-eafl, the latter a fouthern afpe6t ; and that the wi (Icrnmoll

fhould be nearly free from ice, whilfl the eaffcrnmoft, with a full fouih

expofure, fhould be terminated by a folid body of conij)a6l elevated ice,

fimilar to that which has been before defcribed, both being equal!

v

bounded at no great difhmce by a continuation of tlic high riilge of f'uowy

mountains : as they pafled the f^itft Tn bay they again heard the ihunder-

likc noife. and found that it had been produced bv the fallinn of the larue

pieces of ice that appeared to have been very recciul)' (rpaiiiied fVoni the
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i86 A \' O Y A G E OF DISCOVERY
n.afs extending in vafl abundance acroFs tlie paflage towards the north-eaft

point of the illand, infomuch that it was with great difficuhy the boats

could effeft a pafTage. By noon Mr.Whidbev reached the weft point, (call-

ed by me Point Freman' r r,u,) of the entrance into Puerto deValdes,

fo named by Sen' Fidalgo, where the latitude was obferved to be 6o" ^j',

longitude 2
1
3° 34' ; from this point the arm or j)ort abounding with rocks

took a direftion n. 33 1:., for 12 miles; where a fmall brook, fupplied by

the diffolving of the ice and fnow on the mountains, flowed into the

arm, wliich about 5 miles from thence terminated in an eafterly di-

reftion, in latitude 61" 7', longitude 213° ^G'. The head of this branch

of the found is under the fame parallel, and is expofed exaftly to the

fame foutherly afpefl, as that in which the party had beheld the great

fall of ice ; and although thefe conftitute the northern limits of the found,

yet in this branch no ice had been feen, notwithftanding it is terminated

by flialloM' water vi its head, and is; furroundcd by fimilar fteep frozen

mountains. The firfl; icy bay they met with was open to the eaft and

s. E., nearly a degree to the fouth of the head of this branch, and the

fccond in the arm leading to PafTage canal was exjx)fed to the north; but

in (he bays on the fouthern fide of that canal no ite was feen, fo that it

was not an eafy matt..'r to account for its partial appearance.

F,arlv in the mornins;- of the 1 ith thev returned aloncj the eaftern fide

of Puerto (le Vald('s, which is from half a league to a league in width;

the fliorcs are indented by fome fmall bays, and lined with rocky iflets

and rocks. In this route ihey arrived at a point on the continent, lying

from the weft point of entrance into the port %. 85 e., diftant /\\ miles ;

where they found an opening about a mile wide that ftretched s. 33 e.,

and formed a pafiTage about 7 or 8 miles long, between the continent and

an ifland lying n.i()w. and s. 19E., 7 miles in length, and about 2

miles in breadth. Thefe fhores, like thofe which the party had lately navi-

gated, abounded with rocks and rocky iflets ; and on reaching the fouth-

ern part of this pafliige, it evidently appeared to be the fam mentioned

by Captain Cook on the i7ih of may 1778, which the maftei of the Re-

folution had been fent to examine, and that Puerto de Valdes was the

arm
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arm that had occafioned at that time a difference of opinion in Liculcnant

Gore and Mr. Roberts.

The fouth point of this, which is Biigh's ifland, being the {l;ition from

whence Mr. Johndone had commenced his furvcy, completed the exami-

nation of the whole of prince William's found, as it rcfpttcled the boun-

dary of the continent; but the numerous iflamls, idets, rocks, and

Ihoals, which are contained within this fpace, being confulercd as fcton-

dary obje£b, did not fall within the limits of our (ervice for accurately

afcertaining or delineating; yet thefe have been noticed widi every de-

gree of circumfpeftion, that circumllances, and the nature of our re-

fearches, would allow, without fwerving from our principal object, viz.

thefurvey of ihejiiore of the coniinent. For this reafon I (iiall here con-

clude the report of Mr. Whidbcy's excurfion, notwithdanding that lie

examined port Fidalgo; but as no new matter occurred to him, it is lui-

necefTary to recapitulate the former obfervations ; and as we had no fur-

ther bufinefs to detain us any longer in this fituation, we prepared to

take our departure, having during our ftay made the following aflrono-

mical and nautical obfervations.

By the rate of the chronometers as afcertained at the head of Cook's

inlet, the longitude of port Chalmers was fliewn to be, on the 26th of

may, by Kendall's chronometer.. - - - 2
1
3" 30' 20"

By Arnold's No. 1 4, ... - 213 22 50
Ditto 176, ... - 213 21 20

On the 9th of June Kendall's chronometer ftopped, but on applying

a gentle horizontal motion, it was again put into atlion.

From the 26th of may to the 10th of June, No. 1^, and No. 176,

were found to be going nearly at the fame rate as afcertained in Cook's

inlet ; hence the longitudinal diftance between Cook's inlet, and port

Chalmers, may be confidered as pretty correftly afcertained ; but as an

alteration was obferved to have taken place in their rate of going after

that time, the feveral rates of the chronometers were afcertained by re-

peated good obfervations, made from the 10th to the ifithof June, both

days inclufiye; and as the true longitude of port Chalmers, \\as found
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
by fubflquoat obfervations to be 213" 22', No, 14 was on the 16th of

June, found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, 4'* 13' 47" o'"

And to be gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of

No. 176 was faft of mean time at Greenwich,

And to be gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of,

Kendall's was fafl of mean time at Greenwich,

And»gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of.

The latitude of port Chalmers was found to be

The variation by four compafles, and thirty fets of ob-

fervations ; differing from 26" 50', to 30° 9' ; fhewed the

mean refult, to be

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,

Marked end, North Face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

The mean inclination of the marine dipping needle.

At port Chalmers a confiderable difference had been obferved between

the night and day tides; the former during the fprings rofe thirteen feet,

four inches ; whereas the latter did not rife more than twelve feet one inch ;

and it was alfo found to be high water about an hour after the moon had

pafted the meridian.

23

9 20 46

51 40

8 41 41

26 50
60" iG

28 30 eafterly.

- 77° 30'

- 77 50
- 76
- 77

77 H

j.
. /

•

^-;.:

CHAPTER



ROUND THE WORLD. 189
.!j»i\'

CHAPTER VII.

Quit prince Witliam'sfound—Geographical and other obfervations refpeSl-

tng the adjacent country and its inhabitants—Proceed in the examination

of the exterior coajl— Pafs port Mulgrave—Intelligence received of the

fuy vey having been completed to thatjlation by the Chatham—Arrive in

Crofsfound—Joined by the Chatham there.

U.
1 HAD fully intended laying the Difcover}' on fhore in this harbour,

for the purpofe of examining, and if neceffary, of repairing her bottom

;

but the rile and fall of the tide was too inconfiderable for that purpofe,

without very materially lightening the fhip ; an operation that would have

taken up more time than could conveniently be fpared ; and, without much

labour in clearing a place in the woods, a fituation could not be procured

fit for the reception of I'uch articles, as it would have been neceffary to

have landed : in addition to thefe circumdances, the intemperate weather

on our firft arrival greatly militated againft fuch operations ; and this be-

ing fucceeded by the neap tides, induced me wholly to give up the de-

fign, which I now began to confider more as a matter of curiofuy, than

as an objefl; of real neceflTuy.

The wind blowing a moderate breeze right into the harbour from the MonJav ib.

s. w. attempts were made to warp out againft it to the entrance, where

this wind would have been favorable to our purfuit ; but our ropes for

this fervice were too much worn to fuftain the weight of the fliipj and they

broke on our firfl trial. The s.vv. wind continuing, detained us until

three in the morning of the 17th, when, on a calm fucceeding, the fiiip TiseRU 1-.

was towed to the entrance of the port ; where about feven o'clock v/e

2 were
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
were mot b)' a gentle breeze from the s. w. to which we fpread all our can-

vas, and directed our courfc for mid-channel, between Green and Mon-

tagu illands; but in our route a funken rock foon flopped our progrels

by the fhip (Iriking upon it, and having at that time a falling tide, fhc

remained faft. We had come very fuddenly and unexpccledly into this

unpleafant fuuation, as the man at the lead had fcarcdy announced his

lall foundings, which were at lo fathoms, when the fhip ftruck; I had

alfo founded myfelf, and had found not lefs than from g to lo fathoms

in every dire6lion round this rock, but had unluckily miffed the fpot on

wiiich the (hip now lodged, which had neither weeds nor any other in-

dication of its exiflcnce; nor does it occupy a greater extent than a

fix or eight oared boat in any direflion. The fhip refled nearly on

its highefl part, and at low water, the depth clofe to her bow M'as only

twelve feet ; whilft we had 5 fathoms under the main chains, and 7 fa-

thoms depth of water, under her Hern. The water quitting the fhip's

bows afforded us an opportunity of replacing much of the copper that

had been torn off by the ice. About eleven o'clock the return of the

flood tide relieved us from this embarraffment, without our having, ap-

parently, received any damage.

The wind being faint and baffling from the weftern quarter, with a

flight current felting on the fhores of Montagu ifiand ; prevented our lail-

ing; but we employed the afternoon in warping further into mid-channel,

clear of this line of funken rocks. Here we anchored in 21 fathoms

water, muddy bottom ; about a mile and three quarters from the fliores

of Montagu illand. The fouth point of port Chalmers bore by com-

pafs s. 80 u. ; the north-well point of Montagu ifiand, n. 1 1 w. : and the

north point of Green ifland, n. 76 w. In this fituation a few cod and

Wcdnef. 18. halibut were taken during the night, and on wednefday morning calm

rainy weather prevented our moving until late in the forenoon ; when

with a light breeze from the f,. n.e. we proceeded, and having paffed

to the northward of the north Paffage rock, no foundirigs were gained

with the hand line; but about half a league from the north-wefl point of

Montagu ifland the depdi was 6,5 fathoms, muddy bottom : from this

point a ledge of rocks extends about half a mile. As we failed along

the
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the north-eaft fide of the ifland, it feemed to be divided into bays, or founds

;

two of which appeared to be capacious, but from each of their points of

entrance, rocks wcrefoen to extend a confiderable diftance ; fome ofwhich

were level with, and others juft fiiewed their heads above the furface of

the fea. In tiiefe openings fimilar obflruftions were noticed ; and as this

fide of Montagu ifland is greatly expofed to the influence of the prevail-

ing winds, great caution ought to be obferved in navigating near its

fhorcs, until a more minute examination may point out tlie fituation of

the latent dangers, of which we were unable to procure any further in-

formation, than that, of barely feeing that fuch did exifl; for as the wind

\'eercd to the fouthward, it led us from thefe rocky fhores, whiHi; it ena-

bled us to fetch well over towards cape Hinchinbrook : in this route

were obferved many riplings and agitations of the fea, as if it were flow-

ing over fhallow places ; but we gained no bottom with the hand line iii

pafling through feveral of them.

As die night approached, the wind became light and variable, vrith aF-

ternate calms, thefe together with the flood tide, about three in the

morning, fat the fhip direftly towards the north point of entrance in- Thui(a.iyi9.

to port Etches; where, with 100 fathoms of line, no bottom could be

reached within about a quarter of a mile of the fhore, on which the fea

broke with confiderable violence. Fortunately however, whilfl in this

very unpleafant predicament from which we poffeffed no rcfources of

extrication, a breeze fprang up from the n.e., jufl flifficicnt to enable us

to flcm the current, and relieved us from all apprehenfions of danger.

'Ihis breeze was foon fuccceded by calms and light foutherly airs, which

towards noon, with the afliflance of the flood tide, drove us into the en-

trance of port Etches, without our being able to refifl their influence;

iiiid as I knew the flood would continue until near five o'clock ; we bore

a\\'ay for anchorage, but gained no bottom until we had paffed the rocky

iflets that lie on the north-wefl fide within the entrance, and were nearly

abreafl of the lagoon within which the Ruffians ha\'e their eflablifhment.

We anchored in 31 fathoms water, the lagoon bearing by compafs

N. 20 w. at the diflance of half a mile ; the head of the harbour N. 29 e. ;

and the points of entranee s. 3 \v, and s. 25 w.

After
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After dinner, I went on fliore accompanied by fome of the officers, and

was received by Mr. Colomenee and Mr. Ballufian, with all the friendlinefs

and hofpitality which the poverty of dieir fituation permitted them to ex-

hibit. Here we were introduced to another gentleman named SmylofF,

who prefidedover the maritime part of this mercantile company, and who

had under his direftions, thegaliot mentioned by Mr. Johnllone as form-

ing the fide of the inclofure, in which their habitations arc built clofe to the

landing place at the Ruffian faftory ; with two others of fimilar burthen.

This gendeman having heard of our arrival in Cook's inlet, he had gone

thither for the purpofe of paying us a vifit, but had been difappointed of

his objecl by our departure from thence, and he had been returned only

a few days. His route had been over the ifthmus, and he defcribed Paffagc

canal to be the very place we had fuppofed it to be. He flated, that the

Chatham had failed out of the found on the 1 2th of the month with a

favorable breeze, and that fince her departure a brig had paffed up the

found fleering towards Snug-corner cove. We fpent a fhort time in view-

ing thefe premifes, which afforded little worthy of attention befides what

has already been defcribed. On our return, we were accompanied on

board by Mr. Ballufian and Mr. Smyloff; the former after fupper re-

turned to the fhore, but Mr. Smyloff remained with us until we were

clear of the port ; which from light and variable winds we did not effeft

Friday 20. Until near noon on the 20th ; when an excellent obfervation was pro-

cured, which fhewed the latitude by three obfervers to be 60° 18^'. Cape

Hinchinbrook at this time, bore by compafs S.36E., diflant 2 miles.

This promontory, according to the refult of our calculations, is fituated

in latitude 60° i6-i', longitude 213" ^6'.

Mr. Puget having received inflruftions to examine the coafl minutely

from hence to port Mulgrave, my attention was only direded to fixing the

line of the intermediate external headlands, until any navigable branches

of the fea fhould be found between thofe limits. For this purpofe we

embraced the advantage of the favorable weflern breeze then prevailing,

and fleered towards the fouth point of Kaye's ifland. Our time being thus

unintereflingly employed, I fhall fill the vacant page by making a few

remarks
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remarks on fuch circumftanccs as had recently occurred, but had not

found a place in the narrative of our tranfaftions.

I cannot avoid making feme obfervations on the difference in the deli-

neation of prince William's found, as reprefented in Captain Cook's laft

voyage, and the refult of our late examination, particularly with rcfpe£l

to Montagu ifland, which is therein defcribed to be feven miles longer,

and to be placed ten miles more to the fouthward, than we found to be its

fituation and extent.

The weft point of Snug-corner cove is alfo placed five miles to the foutli

of the obfervations of Mr. Whidbcy and Mr. Johnftone, which agreed

very accurately together. In a dire6lion S.50W., diftant 7 miles from

cape Hinchinbrook, and nearly at the fame diftance from the (liores of

Montagu ifland, is a barren, flat, rocky iflet, with feveral rocks lying at

a fmall diftance from it. Of this iflet no notice is taken either in the

chart or hiftory of that voyage, notwithftanding it was then feen, and its

fituation afcertained to be nearly as we now found it, by thofe who were

at that time on board the Difcovery. The obfervations alfo that were

made by them for afcertaining the latitude of the weft point of Snug-

corner cove and Montagu ifland, corrcfponded very nearly with our pre-

fent calculations. Befides thefe, I have in other inftanccs detefted fome

errors which are evidently of the prefs ; but it is a circumftance not eafily

to be reconciled with fuch high geographical authority, that the above-

mentioned errors fhould have taken place in the conftruftion of the

chart ; and notwithftanding that I entertain the higheft rcfpeft and venera-

tion for the Right Reverend and learned editor of thofe volumes, yet I

am of opinion, that had Captain Cook furvivedto have fuperintended the

publication of his own labours, thefe errors would have been reftified;

and I am led to believe, that they muft have arifen from fome writing, or

authentic document, relative to this particular part of his refearches, hav-

ing been loft or miflaid. This opinion is founded on the great deficiency

of nautical information in the hiftory of that voyage, refpefting the fpace

between the fouth point of Kaye's ifland and cape Elizabeth ; which, by

paffing through prince W^illiam's found, may be faid to comprehend a

line of fea coaft upwards of f)0 leagues in extent, and which cjnploycd

Vol. III. Cc Captai;i
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Captain Cook ten days to traverCe, namely, from the nth to the 21ft

of may 1778; a week of which was fpent in pafFing through this inlet,

almoll from its mofl: northern to its moll fouthern extremity ; in which

time, fufficicnt opportunities occurred for making the neceflaryobfervations

for the latitude, for the longitude by the chronometer, and for the varia-

tion of the compafs ; yet none of thefe (excepting the fituation of the fhip

on the 12th at noon,) nor the pofition of any one point or ftation on the

coaft, nor the iflands within thofe limits, are any where noticed; nor is

there any thing relative to the tides, excepting that of the flood coming

from the foutlnvard, to he met with ; nor is there any topographical defcrip-

tion of the coaft, nor of the rocks and iflands that lie off from it, fouth-

weflward from Montagu ifland to cape Elizabeth, notwithftanding that

that coafl was pafi'ed at no great diftance, and that it was found to take a

dire6lion very contrary to what was at that time expeticd. In addition

to this circumflance, the nearly central fituation of this capacious inlet in

the fpace in quellion, and its broken and infular appearance, rendered

fuch an extent of coaft the more likely to have been noticed in a parti-

cular manner, and would argue an inattention to nautical occurrences

which I believe is no where elfe to be met with in the works of that

juftly renowned and mofl celebrated navigator ; and which, moft pro-

bably, will only be difcovered by thofe whofe fituations may render it ex-

pedient for them to refort for information to the refult of his unequalled

labours.

The minute examination we were empowered to make of prince Wil-

liam's found, not only brought us acquainted with its utmofl: limits in

every direClion, but proved it to be a branch of the ocean that requires the

greateft: circumfpeftion to navigate; and although it diverges into many
extenfive arms, yet none of them can be confidered as commodious

harbours, on account of the rocks and ftioals that obftruft the approach

to them, or of the very great depth of water at or about their entrances.

Of the former, innumerable have been difcovered, and there is great rea-

ibn to fuppofe that many others may have exifl;ence, of which we gained

no knowledge. By what may be collefted from our inquiries, Snug-cor-

ner cove, and the paffage to it from the ocean, feem to be the leaft liable

10 thefe objedions of all places of flicker which the found affords. The

1 plac
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place of our anchorage in port Chalmers, can only be confKlered as a

fmall cove in a rugged rocky coaft; fo very difficult of acccfs or egrefs,

tliat our utmoft vigilance in founding was unequal to warn us of the rock

on wliich the (hip grounded, and which is fuuated n. 72 w. from the north

point of the harbour, diflant one mile; and n. 6 e. from the woody iflet,

at about the fame diftance, having between it and the iflet the fouih palfage

rock, with two flioals; on founding, (whilflthc fhip was aground) towards

the north paffage rock, another Ihoal was difcovered in that direflion

about half a mile off, fhoaling fuddenly from about 1 2 to 4 fathoms, at

about two thirds flood. At the moment the fiiip flruck I thought flie had

been on the bed of kelp laid down in Mr. Portlock's flcetch, which I had

fearched for in vain; but on comparing the fituations, I found that that

where we had been (lopped in our progrefs appeared to be confiderably

to the fouth-weft ; hence it is very probable that there may be more of

ihefe latent dangers exilling in this neighbourhood, whole fituation re-

quire the moft attentive vigilance to difcovcr and avoid; of thefe it had

been our lot to fall in with four in the fpace of as many miles, which

had remained unnoticed not only by former vifitors, but by our com-

panion alfo; and fmce accident alone brought them to our knowledge,

the prefumption is greatly in favor of the above opinion, and renders the

navigating this fouthern paffage into prince William's found, infinitely

more intricate and unpleafant than had before been imagined. For the

particulars of fuch information as we were able to collc6l, I beg leave

to refer to the annexed (ketch, where it will alfo be found, that what is

called Stockdale's harbour is only a bay full of rocks, and of courfe was

not worthy of any particular examination.

In the neighbourhood of port Chalmers, the country as high up the

fides of the mountains as vegetation extended, was in moft places free

from fnow before we quitted that anchorage, and afforded us an oppor-

tunity of forming fome judgment on the nature of the foil; which, from

the diverfity of furface in plains, and fpaces clear of trees, prefented a

pleafing verdant appearance to the eye ; but on a more attentive exanii

nation it proved to be in moft places an intire morafs, compofed of a ver^

poor black moorifh earth, formed apparently of decayed vegetables, not

Cc2 fuHiciciuiy
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
fufficienily dccoinpofed to piTKluce any thing but a variety of coarie

mollis, a fliort fpiry grafs, a few cranberry, and fome other plants of a

dwarddi flunted growth; Ibme of thefe morafTcs compofe the fides of

the hills, and although thcfc had confiderable inclination, yet diey had

the property of retaining the water to a very deceitful and unpUafant

degree; exliibiting an apparently dry, verdant furface, which when

walked upon funk to nearly half leg deep in water. The foil from

whence the foreds have Iprung is of fimilar materials, and not reduced

to a more perfect mould; bu: this generally covers a rocky foundation,

from whence pine trees feem to derive great nourifliment, as very large

ones had frequently been found growing from out of the naked rock.

Thofe about this harbour did not grow with the fame luxuriance as at the

j)lace from whence our fore-yard had been procured, about 5 leagues to

the fouth-wefl, but compofcd rather a dwarfifli foreft; which, although

producing many of the common berry buflies, cannot be confideied as

much mterrupted with underwood. The Ihores are in general low, and as

has been already obferved, very fwampy in many places, on which the fea

appears to be making more rapid incroachments than I ever before faw,

or heard of. Many trees had been cut down fince thefe regions had been

(iril \ ifited by Europeans ; this was evident by the vifible eff'e£ls of the axe

and faw ; which we concluded had been produced whilfl Meflrs. Portlock

and Dixon were here, ^''.ven years before our arrival ; as the flumps of the

trees were ftill remainingon the earth where they had originally grown, but

were now many feet behnv the high water mark, even of neap tides. A
narrow low projetling point of land behind which we rode, had not long

fince afl'orded fnpport to fome of the largefl pine trees in the neighbour-

hood, but it was now overflowed by every tide ; and excepting two of the

trees which ftill put forth a few leaves, the whole were reduced to naked,

dead white Humps, by the incroachment of the fea water to their roots ;

and fome Humps of trees, with their roots ftill faft in the ground, were

alfo found in no very advanced Hate of decay nearly as low down as the

low water of fpring tides.

The only filh we obtained in this port was a few indifferent crabs

from the fliores. About the ouilkirts of the woods we procured a litde

wild



M

ROUND THE WO R L D.

wiUl celery, and the fpmrr beer that was here brewed far exceeded in

excellence any wc luul before made upon the coaft. Our fportfiuen pro-

cured a few ge fe, ducks, goofanders, and other aquatie birds, which

proved very acceptable -, to thcle W( n* added an old black bear, but al-

though we were living on faked provilions, its flelh did not feem to be

much reliflied.

Our fituation did not permit us to become much acquainted with

the native inhabitants of the country; for excepting thole who had vi-

fited us near the I'oulh point of Montagu illand, none of them ap-

proached the fliip ; nor did Mr. Whidbey, although he coaded near

four hundred and twenty miles of the (liorcs of the peninlula and conti-

nent, meet with more than thirteen of the Indians; he did not fee anv of

their habitations, nor anyof thofe defertcd villages that we had been accuf-

tomed to find in every other part of the coall. From whence it is evident,

that the population of this large found is very inconfiderable when com-

pared with its extent ; for if we admit, that all thofe feen by both the fur-

veying parties, and the four that vifitcd the fliip, were all difl'trent per-

fons, the total number of people amounted only to two hundred and

eighty-one of all defcriptions, exclulive of the few we faw amongft the

Rudians at port Etches, who mofl. probably belonged to the village that

Mr.Johnllone had vifited. This number appears to be infinitely Ihort of the

computation made by Mr. Meares and other vifitors; and hence it might

poflibly be inferred, thatfincc the period of their vifits the number of the

inhabitants had greatly diminifhed, and that the caufe of this depopulation

was to be afcribed to the Ruffian progrefs ; an inference which would

derive fome fupport from the circumftance of our having found feveral

old graves, but only one that appeared to have been recently con-

flrufted. This idea however may be eafily combated, as I am well

perfuaded that the prefent ftate of population in thefc regions differs

but little from what had been found to be the cafe on their being hr(t

difcovered by Captain Cook, who fpent eight days in and jjalfing through

this found ; during which time the number of the inhabitants who vifited

the veflels under his command, did not exceed one hundred different per-

foas of all ages, and of both fcxes. Since thofe were mod probably the firll

European
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European veflels that had ever entered the found, as none of the na-

tives were afraid to approach the veflels, it is natural to fuppofe that

objecls fo fingular and unaccountable would attraft the attention of every

individual, who could find either an opportunity to gratify his curiofitv,

or to traffic for thoie commodities which were eltcemed arnongfl them as

articles of valuable acquifition, little doubt can exill: that a large propor-

tion of the inhabitants at that time made their appearance. Our not

having feen any defcited habitations llrongly fupports this opinion, and

the circumftance of the antiquity of all the graves met with on the

wellern fide of the inlet, may have been occafioned by the natives of late

years having been more confined to the eaftern parts of the found, for

the convenience of tranfafting their commercial bufinefs with their Eu-

ropean vifitors, who have uniformly made thofe parts their rendezvous.

I would not however wifli to be underflood to mean, that the Ruflian

cft.iblilhments in this country had not cod Ibme blood, becaufe I have

been informed by themfelves, that both Rulfians and Indians had fallen in

cff'efting their purpofe, though neither in any confidcrable numbers ; but

my realbn for alluding to this lubjeft is, to point out that the population

of this country appears to have been greatly over-rated by thofe gen-

tlemen who have vifited it fince Captain Cook's time; fince, according

to their cdimaiion, it would now appear to be reduced to one half its for-

mer nutnber of inhabitants.

Mr. Meares obferves, that thefe people have no towns, villages, or

fixed places of abode; in this refpeft he was certainly not well informed,

and may poflibly have lain under the fame difadvantage with regard to

the numerous and powerful nations which he confiders as being in their

neighbourhood. The general appearance of the adjacent countries gave

us every reafon to believe that thefe regions were very thinly inhabited.

It was remarked, that during the furveying cxcurfions not a fingle fea

otter, and but very few whales or feals had been feen; and that the wild

fowl were not met with in that plenty during Mr. Whidbey's, as in Mr.

Job n Hone's, ex j)edit ion.

This being the amount of what had principally occurred refpcfling the

natural
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natural flate of prince William's found, I have to regret very much our

want of knowledge of the Ruffian language, bccaufe the rcfultsof all our

inquiries, concerning the objeft of that power, in extending its iminenfe

empire to thefe diftant and inhofpitable fhores, became from that caufc in

a great meafure nugatory, vague, or contradi6lory. We however clearly

underftood, that the Ruffian government had little to do wi' h thefe fettlc-

ments ; that they were folcly under the dirc6tion and fupport of indepen-

dent mercantile companies ; and that port Etches, which had been ella-

blifhed in the courfe of the preceding fummer, was then their mofl eaflern

fettlementon the American coaft; but I was not able to learn the number

of different flations they had, though I undcrflood from Mr. Smyloff, that

the total of Ruffians employed between this port and OonalaOika, both in-

clufive, were about four hundred. This number, it fhould feem, is amply

fufficient for the accomplifhment of the purpofe they have in view; as

not the leall attention whatever is paid to the cultivation of the land, or

to any other objeft but that of collefting furs, which is principally done

by the Indians, whofe fervices they have completely fecured, and whole

implicit confidence they have intirely gained ; particularly thofe of Cook's

inlet, and the iflands of and to the fbuth-wcft of the Kodiak ; the adja-

cent continent they reprefent as a lleril and uninhabited country. Al-

though v/e could not gratify our curiofity to the extent I could have

wiffied refpcfting the fituation of the Ruffians, yet I could not avoid

feeling a degree of fatisfaftion in obferving the comfortable manner in

which they feem to live amongfl thefe untutored children of nature; ha-

ving gained them over to be obedient to their wifhes, they appear to

maintain their influence not by fear, as their conquerors, but by having

found the way to their hearts, and by fecuring an affectionate regard.

This was manifefled in all their tranfatlions, though moreefpecially in their

intercourfewith the people of Cook's inlet and the Kodiak ; many of whom,

the women as well as the men, are retained in the fcrvice of the Rufhans,

who fpeak of their attachment and fidelity in the highefl terms of praife and

aj)prol)atioii, and indifcriminately em[)l()y them with their own parties on

bufinefs of the mofl confidential importance. The natives of prince Wil-

liam's found, however, do not ajipear to fhare the good opinion of the

Ruffians

^99

»79i-
June.

iff :

I

1^;.
i<^^'<:

.'.,<•
''i [l;, ,'1

' ^ ^ *'-y 'ly



m

I
•..

'.i'ifii -

'-.Am
rk'-r

'I'll

;nM

•"it-;:: If:

.-^.'l!';!l^
».

'; ^

200

1794.
June.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Ruflians in an equal degree ; but whether this may arife from a difference

in their difpofitions, or whether it be owing to the Ruffians having come

more recently amongft them, and that a fufficient intercourfe had not

yet induced them to fubmit to a docile and confidential fiibordination,

v/e could not correftiy determine. Although, from the convcrfation of

the Ruffians, the former would appear to he the cafe, yet the Ruffians

feemed to repofe tl^ greateft confidence in the party Mr. Johnftone met

with at the large Indian village, and to refign themfelves completely

to their power. This meafure might probably be indifpenfably i"equi-

fite for carrying into effeft their commercial purfuits, which cannot fail

of being highly advantageous to the Ruffian adventurers, who it is rea-

fonable to expcft may be enabled to difpofe of the furs thus collcftcd at

a much better market in the northern parts of China; and this after hav-

ing procured them at a much more reafonable rate than either the Euro-

pean or American traders could poffibly have done; firft becaufe they

are competitors, and fecondly becaufe they have only one place in the

moll fouthern parts of China to refort to as a market ; where the

Canton merchants purchafe the furs nearly at their own price, and moft

probably infinitely under their real value.

It is very podible that no other people will hereafter be fo well able to

carry on this valuable traffic as the Ruffians, who, being natives of a fri-

gid region and naturally a hardy race, and little acquainted with the luxu-

ries of their more fouthern neighbours, have in thcfe refpefts greatly

the advantage over all other civilized nations. Without deviating much

from the habits and praftices continued from their earlieft infancy, the

Ruffians can readily adopt many of the Indian cuftoms, by which means

the manners of the two people become much affimilated. This is greatly

furthered by their partaking of the fame fort of food, and wearing the

lame fort of clothing. Their external appearance differs little from the

natives ; and with refpe6l to the principal occupations of the Indians,

fueh as hunting and fifliing, the Ruffian, who has no better means

of palfing away his time, for we fcarccly faw a book of any defcription

aniongd ihem, is moft likely able, from his fuperior knowledge, to

afford them in thcfe purfuits fome in(lru6lion that may tend to render

thofe
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thoFe exercifes more intcrefling and advantageous. Thefe, together with

fome ufeful utenfils, and a few articles of ornament or luxury now
and then given to the Indians, fecure to the RulTian at lead the charafter

of a defirable companion ; and who from his fuperior weapons and

knowledge in the art of war, when once a good underftanding fliall be

thoroughly eftablifhed amongft them, will bo enabled to proteft them

againfl; any neighbouring foe ; and the reward he will demand for fuch

important fervices will be no more than the (kins (of little or no value to

the natives) of thofe animals, which they have mod probably been ac-

cuftomed to take rather for the fake of their flefli than for any other

purpofe. The habits and general conduft of the Ruffians are not very

likely to be adopted by any other maritime nation, there being few I

believe who could retire to thefe frigid regions, and completely fubmit

to a life fo very foreign to the manners and culloms of the civilized world.

The intereft that the Indians feem to take in the fuccefs and welfare of

the Ruffians, originates in principles of attachment and regard which do

not appear likely to be eafily removed by the influence of Grangers to the

prejudice of the Ruffian commercial intereft, and which from the prac-

tice of the prefent day may probably be ftrengthened in the fucceeding

generations ; for although the Ruffians did not appear to us either ftu-

dious or learned, yet it was underftood, that in all their eftablifhments

the children of the natives are taken at an early age to apartments pro-

vided on purpofe, where tliey are maintained and educated in the Ruf-

fian language, and no doubt inftrufled in fuch principles as are moft

likely hereafter to be advantageoufly direfted to the interefts of that

nation.

Thefe circumftances, with a few others that will appear under the

head of general obfervations, are the refult of the information procured

during our intercourfe with the native or foreign inhabitants of thefe re-

gions; but as our fituation and means of communication, allowed of but

few opportunities for acquiring fatisfaftory intelligence, the whole I truft

will be received with indulgence, as an humble endeavour to tranfmit

all the light I received on a fubje6l, which in a commercial point of view

may be interefting to perfons concerned in fimilar occupations. ,
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The favorable breeze with which we had failed out of prince Wit-

Ham's found did us but Httle fervice, as it was foon fucceeded by a calm,

which in a few hours was followed by a s. w. wind, with rainy unplea-

fant weather. In the afternoon of faturday we were within about 4
leagues of Kaye's ifland ; the wind then veered round and fixed in the

eaftern quarter, attended with fome variety both as to its force and di-

reftion, againft which we plied to fo litde purpofe, that although every

advantage that offered was embraced in the morning of the 26th, yet the

fouth point of Kaye's ifland, which after Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, *

have dilfinguifhed by the name of Cape Hamond, bore by compafs

N. 16 E., 10 leagues diftant. After about five hours calm, a light breeze

fprang up from the weftward, attended by fair pleafant weather; the va-

riation of the furveying compafs was at this time obferved to be 29° 23'

eaflwardly ; to this favorable gale we fpread all our canvas, and direfted

our courfe towards cape Suckling. At noon the obferved latitude was

59° 33' Jongitude 215° 26'; in this fituation the high land of cape Suck-

ling bore by compafs n. 23 e., and cape Hamond, n. 13 e. This cape,

according to feveral obfervations made whilfl beating off it, and all agree-

ing extremely well, is fituated in latitude 59' 487, longitude 215° 51'. In

Captain Cook's lafl voyage, vol. ii. p"ge 350, this very confpicuous

cape is flated to be in longitude 216° 58', but in the chart it is placed in

2 15° 3'; from Captain Cook's fituation on the preceding day in longi-

tude 215° 56', he defcribes Kaye's ifland to be 5 or 6 leagues to the

weflward, hence the latter, or longitude 215° 3', is to be taken as the

longitude then affigned to it ; and this made our obfervations for the

longitude vary lefs from Captain Cook's, than on the coafl further to the

weftward.

The difference in longitude between Captain Cook's calculations and

eurs, appeared to decreafe as we advanced to the eaflward ; for at cape

Elizabeth it was i°8', at cape Hinchinbrook it was 54', but at cape

Hamond it was only 48'. In the evening we palfed cape Suckling,

which was found to be fituated in latitude 60° 1', longitude 216° 19';

and as it was my intention to recommence our furvey of the coaft from

that point, we proceeded along it within about 2 leagues of the Ihore

;

which
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which {hot out into fmall projefting points, with ahernate low cliffy, or

white fandy, beaches, being the termination of a border of low woodland

country, extending fome diflance wiiliin, until it joins the foot of a clofe-

connefted chain of lofty frozen mountains, which is a continuation of

the fame range that had been conftantly obferved to extend from the

head of Cook's inlet, along the northern boundary of Prince William's

found. From thefe low proje6ling points, fome fhoals flretch into the

ocean ; one of thefe we pafTed about two in the morning, at the diftance Friday ^^.

of about four miles, without gaini'^g foundings, with 35 fathoms of line ;

it extends in a foutherly diretlion, two miles from a low point of land

that forms the weft point of a bay apparently very ftioal, and from the

quantity of white muddy water, that flowed from it into the fea, we
concluded it to be the outlet of the floods formed on the low land, by

the diflblving ice and fnow on the fides of the neighbouring mountains
;

which at this feafon of the year muft be copious, as our thermometers

were generally between 50 and 6g, and the elevated parts of the coaft

were ftill covered with fnow, as low down as where the pine trees be-

gan to grow. From the weft point of this bay, in latitude 60° 3^', lon-

gitude 21 6° 57', the fliore, towards cape Suckling, makes a fmall bend to

the north-weftward, but the general direftion of the coaft is nearly eaft

and weft, and appeared to us to be firm and compaft.

At fix in the morning the wefterly wind died away, and the weather

remained calm, or nearly fo, until noon, during which time we drifted

a few miles to the eaftward, and flioaled our water from 60 to 42 fa-

thoms, without appearing to approach the fliore ; our obfervations fliew*

ed the latitude to be ^g" 57', longitude 2 17° 46'; at this time the weftern-

moft land in fight bore by compafs s. 60 w. ; a fmall opening in the beach,

which, from the muddy water flowing from it, was evidently the entrance

into a lagoon or fliallow rivulet, n. 66 w., diftant nine miles ; the neareft

ftiore, which is an abrupt cliff at the extremity of a range of hills that

ftretch as it were perpendicularly to the bafe of the mountains, intercept-

ing the low border, and terminating at the fea-fide N.9 w., diftant five

or fix miles ; and the eafternmoft land in fight, which is low, and appa-

rently a projefting point, n. 54 e.
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Our fair and pleafant weather ceafed with the wefterly wind ; this was

fucceeded in the afternoon by a heavy and gloomy atmofphere, parti-

cularly over the land, which, excepting on the border and lower hills,

was enveloped in a dreary obfcurity ; the wind was light in the fouthern

board, and enabled us to make fome little progrefs along the coaft, and

though we increafed our dirtance from it, yet the depth of water decreafed

to 35 fathoms ; the night was moftly calm, or attended with light vari-

Saturday a8. able winds, and the depth of water from 35 to 49 fathoms. By noon the

next day the wind blewa fre(h gale from thcN.E., accompanied with fqualls

and paffing fhowers of rain. The obferved latitude 59" 51', the longitude

21 8°
1
7', the depth of water was about 30 fathoms ; in this fituation the land,

though but indiftinftly feen, bore by compafs as follows : the wefternmoft

part w. by n. ; the above low projefting point, being the neareft fiiore,

N. 25 w., eight miles diftant ; a high abrupt cHfFy point forming the

weft point of a bay, bounded by a iblid body of ice or frozen fnow,

N. 21 E. From the eaftern fide of this icy bay, the coaft, formed of

low, or rather moderately-elevated land, extended to n. 64 e. ; beyond

which, high diftant fnowy mountains were feen n. 67 e.

Againft thefe adverfe winds, which almoft conftantly attended us, we
were obliged to ply ; but as at times they varied their direftion a little,

we gained fome fmall advantage, fo that by ten o'clock on funday fore-

noon we tacked in 23 fathoms, within a league of the eaft point of the

above icy bay, which I named Point Riou. It is low, well wooded,

with a fmall iflet detached at a little diftance to the weftward of it. Eaft-

ward from the fteep cliffs that terminate this bay, and from whence the

icedefcends into the fea, the coaft is again compofcd of a fpacious mar-

gin of low land, rifing with a gradual and uniform afcent to the foot of

the ftill connefted chain of lofty mountains, whofe fummits are but the

bale from whence mount St. Elias towers, majeftically confpicuous in re-

gions of perpetual froft. The obferved latitude at noon was 59° 4c',

longitude 219° o'; in this fituation the wefternmoft land in fight by

compafs bore N.85W. ; point Riou, n. 23 w. ; diftant 9 miles, from

whence low land extended to N.55E. The wind ftill r:n»'nued in the

eaftern board, but was no longer favorable to our progrefs ; for in turn-

ing
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Tuelday i.

ing to windward from this Ration we loft ground ._iitil tuefday morning,

when alight breeze, attended by fercnc pleafant weather, fprang up from

the weftward, with which our ccurfe was direfled for the low land to the

eaftward of point Riou. At noon, the obferved latitude was 39" 39', lon-

gitude 219° 15', and the variation of the oompafs was in the morning

30° 20' eafterly. The moft weftern land in fight at this time bore by com-

pafs weft; point Riou, N. 54 w. ; the neareft ftiore, N. 21 w., diftant f?ven

miles. This is a low projecting point of land, fituated according to our

obfervations in latitude 59° 47'. and longitude 219° 17'; a point which

I named Point Manby, and which I took to be the weft point of what

in Mr. Dixon's chart is called Admiralty bay, bore n. 39 e., diftant 7

leagues ; beyond which, high diftant fnowy mountains were feen ftretching

to N. 80 E. As we advanced along the coaft from point Riou the coun-

try became lefs woody, and beyond the low proje6ling point it feemed

only to produce a brownifti vegetation, which further to the eaftward in-

tirely difappeared, and prefented a naked barren coufitry, compofed

apparently of loofe unconne6led ftones of different magnitudes.

The weather was fine, and the wind being favorable we made a plea-

fant progrefs along the coaft, which continued to be a low compaft bor-

der of plain land; this, towards point Manby, gradually put on a more

verdant and fertile appearance, and to the eaftward of that point the coun-

try was again well wooded. In the evening we paflcd point Manby, and

faw to the e. N. e. the iftands that form port Mulgrave, for which we fteer-

ed in queft of the Chatham, but made little progrefs, as the favorable breeze

again delerted us, and was fucceeded by a calm. At ten at night we

heard the report of a gun in the direftion of port Mulgrave, which was

immediately anfwered, concluding it to be fired from our confort; this

conjefture proved to be corrcft, as by four the next morning we were Wcdnef. 2.

vifited by Mr. Manby, the mafter of the Chathain, in one of the Kodiak

Indian canoes, attended by two others. The Indians had reported that

a ftiip was near the coaft, and our having anfwered their gun the pre-

ceding evening, left little doubt on board the Chatham of our being ar-

rived; and under a fuppofition that it might be my intention to enter

port Mulgrave, Mr. Manby had come off for the purpolc of conducing

us
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17Q4. us thither. By a letter from Mr. Pugct I became informed that the

Chailiarn had reached port Mulgrave on the 29th of June, having com-

pleted the examination of the continental fhore from cape Hinchinbrook

to that ftation, where he had found George Portoflf (the RufiTian men-

tioned in Cook's inlet,) with nine of his countrymen, and nine hundred

Kodiak and Cook's inlet Indians under his direftions, having extended

their excurfions in their fmall fliin canoes thus far, in quell of fea otter

and odier fliins.

The pleafantnefs of the weather was much interrupted by the decline

of the wcflerly wind ; and we had now faint variable breezes between north

and s. E., attended with drizzling rain and thick mifty weather, that almofl

obfcured the land from our view. Whilft we were in thi? fituation, the

canoes that had come with Mr. Manby contrived to get i pobferved at a

diftance from the fhip ; and when called back, indead of rc; urning made

the bed of their way to the (hore. This unpleafant weather, with alter-

nate calms, continued until two in the afternoon, when a gentle breeze

fprang up from the N. w. ; but as by this time we had drifted too far to

the eaftward of cape Phipps to fetch into port Mulgrave, and as I had no

inducement from Mr. Puget's communications to give up the advantage

of the then favorable breeze for proceeding i'long the coaft, we hauled as

near to cape Phipps as the wind would allow, and after firing fome guns

to announce our fituation to the Chatham, we bore away along the

coaft, which from port Mulgrave is compofed of a low border, well

wooded, extending from the bafe of the mountains into the fea. The

feafon of the year not requiring that we ftiould lie to, to wait the return

of the day for carrying our furvey into execution, we continued under

an eafy fail, in expeftation of the Chatham overtaking us ; but this was

"iTiurfday 3. not the Cafe, nor was our favorable gale of long duration. On thurfday

morning the wind was again variable in the eaftern quarter, againft

which, as ufual, we plied, but to little purpofe. At ten in the forenoon

a ftrange fail was defcried to the eaftward, and at noon the obferved la-

titude was 59° 6', longitude 221" lo'. In this fituation the coaft was

feen extending by compafs from vt.w. to s. 82 e. ; its neareft part n.e.,

about 3 leagues diftant ; the ftiores ftill continued to be covered with

3 wood,
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wood, were low, and appeared to be much inundated, and the water

found their way to the fea in fhallow rivulets, through two or three

breaks in the beach.

The (Irange fail came up, and joined us in the afternoon. She proved

to be the Jackall, commanded by Mr. Brown. This vefTel had vifited

thefe parts of the coafl the two preceding fummers, as a tender belong-

ing to the Butterworth, then under the command of this gentleman, but

at die conclufion of the fcafon in 1793, fhe had been difpatched to-

wards England, with direftions to fifh for whales and feals in pafling

through the pacific ocean, and at Staten land, where Mr. Brown had

formed a temporary eftablifhment. With this veffel, and the Prince le

Boo his other tender, Mr. Brown had gone to Canton, from whence

he had departed on the 2.1th of february ; and after having a very tedious

pafTage, he had reached this coaft on the 30th of the preceding month,

with the intention of proceeding to Crofs found ; but not having been able

to procure an obfervation for feveral days, he was fleering to the north-

wett for that place ; this miftake was now correfted, and as there was not

much profpeft of our flopping before we fhould reach Crofs found, Mr.

Brown offered to accompany us thither. From him we received the

lateft accounts of the flate of Europe that had appeared in China before

his failing. Thefe contained, not only the melancholy intelligence of the

death of Louis XVL and of the anarchy which exifled in France, but

likewife of her declaration of war againft England, and of the attempts

which the difcontented were making in Great Britain, by the promul-

gation of French doftrines, to fubvert our ineflimable conflitution. The

operation of fuch unwelcome and unexpe6led tidings, breaking as it

were from a cloud upon the minds of perfons fo little prepared to re-

ceive them, will be infinitely eafier for the reader to conceive than for.

me to defcribe, and I (hall therefore only fay, that they became the fub-

jeds of our moft ferious and painful reflection.

Both wind and weather was very unpleafant ; the former fettled on Fr.day 4

friday in a fouth-eafterly gale, attended by a heavy fwell, Avidi fqualls

and dark rainy weather, which reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails. We
fcparated from the Jackall, and attempted to beat to windward, but loft

ground
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ground until the 6ih ; when, after fome hours calm, wc were favored in

J the morning with a gentle breeze from the n.w., and a return of plea-

fant Kcoiher. We had now an extenfive view of the fea eoad, flretch-

ing l)y eomjiafs from s. 77 \v. to n.86f.., within wliich limits mount

St. Elias and mount Fairweather rofe magnificently confpicuous, from

the ftill-continued range of lofry fnowy mountains. This favorable

gale foon enaliled us to recover the ground we had loft, and by noon

we reached the latitude of 59° 3', longitude 22i°4i', and the variation in

the afternoon was 31° 26' eaftwardly. In this fituation mount St. Elias,

being the wefternmoft land in fight, bore by compafs n. 73 w. ; mount

Fairweather was at this time obfcured by clouds ; the neareft fhore,

which was near a narrow Hiallow opening into a lagoon, e.n.e. diflant

feven miles : and the eafternmoft land in fight s. 85 e. The part of the

coaft off which we had been thus cruifing fince the preceding ihurfday,

aj)peared from its latitude, and relative fituation with thefe two very

confpicuous mountains, to be that part where Captain Cook fuppo-

fid that Beering had anchored, and to which he gave the name of

Beering, fuppofing it to be a bay, with an ifland covered with wood
lying off its fouthern point. But in this neighbourhood no fuch bay

or idand exifts, and Captain Cook muff have been led into the mif-

take by tlie great diftance at which he faw this coaft ; in confequence

of which he was prevented noticing the extenfive border of low land

that ftretches from the foot of the vaft range of lofty mountains, and

forms the fea (liore. Ihe irregularity of the bafe of thefe mountains, which

retire in fome places to a confiderable diftance, and efpecially in the part

now alluded to, would, on a more remote view than we had taken, lead

the moft cautious obferver to confider the appearances in the coaft, as

indicating deep bays, or openings likely to afford tolerable, and even good

(belter ; and had it not been for the information we had previoufly re-

cei\cd from Mr. Brown, who had been clofe in with thefe fhores, we
fliould have ftill fuppofed, until thus far advanced, that we had Becring's

bay in view, with the iftand lying near its fouth-eaflcrn point. 'J1iis de-

ception is occafioned by a ramification of the mountains ftietching to-

wards the ocean, and terminating in a perpendicular cliff, as if at the

fea
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fea fide ; having a more elevated part of the low border, covered with

wood, lying to the fouth-wefl; of it; the former at a diflance, appears to

form the ead point of an extenfive bay, and the latter, an ifland lying oft"

from it ; but both thcfe arc at the diftance of fome miles from the fea (hore,

which from port Mulgrave to this ftation takes a general direction about

s. 65 E. and is chiefly compofed of a very low trad of land, terminating

in fandy beaches ; over which, from the mafl head, were foen conliderable

pools, or lagoons of water, communicating with the ocean by fliallow

breaks in the beach; acrofs all of which, the fea broke with much vio-

lence. Where this low country was not interfcfled by the inland waters,

it was tolerably well wooded ; but as we advanced to the caflward, this

border became lefs extenfive, was more elevated, much lefs covered with

wood, and for a few miles totally deftitute of either wood or \ erdure

;

and like that part before noticed between point Riou and point Manby,

was compofed of naked rugged fragments of rocks of various magnitudes,

lying as it were in the front of mount Fairweather, like thofe on t'le fhore

before mount St. Elias.

The bafe of this lofty range of mountains now gradually approached

the fea fide ; and to the fouthward of cape Fairweather, it may be faid to

be wafhed by the ocean ; the Interruption in the fummit of thefe very ele-

vated mountains mentioned by Captain Cook, waslikewife confpicuoufly

evident to us as we failed along the coafl; this day, and looked like a

plain compofed of a folid mafs of ice or frozen fnow, inclining gradually

towards the low border; whicli from the fmoothncfs, uniformi y, and

clean appearance of its furfacc, conveyed the idea of extenfive waters

having once exifted beyond the then limits of our view, which had paffed

over this deprelTcd part of the mountains, until their progrefs had been

(lopped by the feverity of the climate, and that by the accumulation of

fucceeding fnow, freczingon this body of ice, a barrier had become formed,

that had prevented fuch waters from flowing into the fea. This is not the

only place where we had noticed the like appearances; fince pafTuig the

icy bay mentioned on the 28th of June, other valleys had been feen

flrongly refembling this, but none were fo extenfive, nor was the furfacc

of any of them fo clean; moll of them appearing to be very dirtv. I do not

Vol. III. Ee however
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however mean to affert, that thefe Inclined planes of Ice mufl; have been

foiiiicv' by the pafling of inland waters thus into the ocean, as thd elc-^

vation of tlieni, ^>'hicll miift be man}' hundred yards above tlte l^vel of

the fea, and their having been doomed for ages to perpetual froft, operate

much againfl this reafoning; but one is naturally led, on contemplating

any pha.'nonionon out of the ordinary courfe of nature, to form feme con-

jeduve, and to hazard fonie opinion as to its origin, which on thb.prefe«t.

eccafion k rather offered for the purpofe of dei'cribing its appearance,

than accounting for the caufe of its exiltcnce. About fix m the evening,

we palled within about half a league of cape Fairweather, fituated according

to our obfervations in latitude 58° 50-5-', longitude 222° 20'. This cape

cannot be confidered as a very confpicuous promontory ; it is mod dif-

tinguifliable when feen irom the fouthward, as the land to the welt of it

retires a few miles back to the north, and there forms a bend in the coalt,

which is the mofl confpicuous point we noticed, eaftward from cape

Phipps. It is terminated by a low bluff cliff, on a fandy beach ; near

which are a few detached rocks. At eight in the evening mount St,

Elias bore by compafs n. j22 '^^'' ^^^ mount Fairweather, N. 10 e.; the

length of time we had been in fight of theie very remarkable lofty moun-

tains, afforded us many obfervations for afccrtaining their fituation; whence

the former appeared to be in latitude 60"" 2 2-i', longitude 219'' 21', and

23 miles from the nearell lea fhorc, which is that of Icy bay; the latter

in latitude 58** 57', longitude 222° 47', and 9 miles from the lea fliore.

The favorable breeze continuing with delightfully pleafant weather, and

having the advantage of day-light, nearly the whole of the twenty-four

hours, we were enabled to keep within 5 miles of the coall, which was now
again well wooded, and from cape Fairweather took a dire6lion s. 43 e. ;

it is flecp and intire, with the exception of one fmall opening, that

had the appearance of being likely to aflbrd Ihelter for fiiipping; but it

is completely bounded at a little difiance by fieep compa6l mountains,

which are a continuation of the fame undivided range flretching to the

eaftward. Until paft eleven at night mount St. Elias was yet within our

vifible horizon, appearing like a lofty mountain ; although at this time, it

was at the diftancc of one hundred and fifty geographical miles; it was

& however
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however loon obfcured by a thick haze gathering on the coaft, which by

four o'clock on nionday morning became a low thick f'ogi above which,

the fummits of the nearer mountains were not only vifibie but pcrfeftly

clear, whilfl the fhores were intirely hidden from our fight. This cir-

cumftance obliged us to haul our wind, and to wait for a more Rivorablc

opportunity to proceed in our examination; this by fevcn o'clock was

again refumed, diredling our courfe for a very conlpicuous high blull

promontory, which, as we fuppoled, proved to be the wed point of en

trance into Crofs found ; named by me in honor of Lord Spencer, Capk
Spencer. The wind being faint, our progrefs was How along the

coaft, compofed of a fteep woody fliore, much indented with coves oj

bays, of a hilly and uneven furface, with fome rocks and rocky idets,

fcattered about it at the diftance of about a mile. The obfervcd latitude

at noon was 58° 14', longitude 223° 21'; the wellernmoil part of the

coaft then bearing by compafs n. 47 w. ; the ouiennoft of the abovf

rocky iflets n. 6 e. diftant 2 miles; cape Spencer n. .^c) v.., off whicii he

fome rocks that extend about half a league ; and the eailernmoft part of

the coaft in fight, s. 85 e.

Shortly after noon, we were vifited by a few of the inhabitants in a ca-

noe, who without much hefitation came alongfide, but none of them

would venture on board, without a hoftage being lent into their canoe

as a fecurity for their fafe return. As thefe people were likely to be-

come our frequent vifitors, during the time we might find occafion to

remain in this neighbourhood, their requell was complied with ; and on

one of our ieamen going into their canoe an Indian came on board, to

wliom I gave fuch things as were likely to be acceptable, and to encou-

rage them in friendly offices. This treatment feemed to operate agree-

ably to my wifties, for the Indian remained on board fome time to all

appearance perfcdlly eafy and reconciled, until a breeze from the s. w.

fprang up, and being favorable to our proceeding into Crofs found, I

dcfired our man to come on board, and made figns to the Indian that he

fliould return into his canoe; but his countrymen feemed to be very de-

firous of detaining their new companion, making figns that they wifiied

to take him on fliore; and it was not until fome thr(\Uening figns weie

K t" 2 made
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made ufe oF, muflcets produced, and preparations made for hoifting out

; a boat, tliat he was permitted to quit the canoe, into which, the Indian

on board, immediately returned.

It is not eafy to determine on what were the intentions of thefe people,

whether they were friendly, or whether otherways inclined; but judging

from appearances the former would fcem to have been the cafe, as

their behaviour was civil and orderly, and they were alfo very good

humoured. No fooner had our man got on board the (hip, tlian he was

prefented with a fca otter flcin, and fome other trifles, by a perfon who

appeared to be the principal or chief of the party, and to whom I made

a very ample return. After this they departed finging fongs, and we

proceeded up Crofs found, which is a very fpacious opening in the coafl;

and as Captain Cook very correftly obferves, branches into feveral arms,

the largeft appearing to take a northerly direftion. On the furface of

the water in the found were a great number of fmalj, though hard pieces

of" loofe ice ; fome of which, at firft fight, occafioned confiderable alarm,

from their ftrong refemblance to fea-beaten rocks, jufl level with the

furface of the water, which had the appearance of breaking over them

with great violence, and prefented the navigating of this inlet as an ex-

tremely intricate and difficult tafk; efpecially, as no bottom could be

reached with 80 and 90 fathoms of line, clofe to thefe apparent dangers.

A little time however foon difcovered them to be nothing more than

dark -coloured and dirty pieces of ice, wliich left me without any appre-

henfions for our fafety, and I had afterwards every reafon to believe that

this found is free to navigate, and is not incommoded with either rocks

or (hoals, that are not fufficiently confpicuous to be eafily avoided.

The fouth-weft wind was too faint to admit of our reaching a place of

anchorage on either fhore, and as in the evening it was fucceeded by a calm,

accompanied by thick foggy weather, we were obliged to fubmit during

the night to the influence of the exifling tides or currents ; not being able

to gain bottom with 140 fathoms of line, until about eight in the morn-

TuefdayS. ing; when the roaring of the furf on the rocks in an eaftern direftion,

announced we were faft approaching them ; and at that time we gained

foundings
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1794.foundings at 46 fathoms; but as the next caft, decreafed die depdi to 40
fathoms, we immediately anchored on a bottom of fand and mud.
About ten o'clock in the forenoon the fog difperfed, and we difcovered

that our fituaiion was on the eadern fide of the found, nearly midway
between two rocks about a mile afunder, and each lying about half a mile

to the weflward of two points of land, the one forming the north, and
the other the fouth point of a fpacious harbour, without any vifible dan-

ger or obftruttion to our entering; and as it appeared to be an eligible

llation for the veffels, whillt the boats fliould be employed in the exami-

nation of this fpacious inlet, Mr. Whidbey was fent to examine, and fix

upon a convenient fituation.

About noon the Chatham arrived off the entrance of the found, on
which Mr. Manby was difpatched, to conduft her to our ftation. Mr.
Whidbey returned about three o'clock in the afternoon, after having

found a tolerably convenient cove behind the land that forms tlie north-

ern point of the harbour, which is a fmall illand. This place being

fufficient to anfwer all our immediate pnrpofes, we loft no time in pro-

ceeding thither, and juft as the anchor was up, the depth of water fud-

denly decreafed from 40 to 1 1 fathoms. The channel was afterwards

founded but no danger was difcovered, the flialloweft water being 9 fa-

thoms clofe to our former foundings of 1 1 fathoms, which was found to

be upon a fmall patch of rocky bottom, with pp to 40 fathoms all

around it. We foon reached the cove, and moored in 1 4 fathoms water,

ftiff clayey bottom, within about a cable's length of the Ihore ; where, in

the evening, the Chatham moored likewife.

In the courfe of the day we had been vifitcd by fome of the natives in

a very civil and friendly manner ; they fold us a few fifli, and fome in-

different fea otter fkins, for our various articles of trafHc ; but for the

flcins they preferred old clothes of any defrription, to cloth in the piece.

As the view we had hitherto obtained of Crofs found had been very

imperfeft, the next morning I rowed about the found, in order 10 deter- Wednef. 9.

mine on the beft mode of carrying the examination of it into effeft.

Having left nothing behind us unafccrtained without the found, it ap-

peared to me very evident, that only one boat party could be advan-

tageouDy
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>794- tageoufly employed, and that the furvey would be a very irkfome and

C-v" -'' tedious taflv, in confequence of the immenfe numbers of large pieces of

ice that were floating in the found in every direftion. To guard as much

as poflible againfl accidents, I diretled that inftead of two boats as here-

tofore, three ihould be equipped for this fervice, with a fortnight's fup-

plv of provifions, under the direftions of Mr. Whidbey, who had my
orders to go back to cape Spencer, as we had to that place now traced

the continental boundary caftward from Cook's inlet; and there to com-

mence and profecute its examination, fo long as their provifions would

irurldayio. hold out. On tlus fervice he accordingly departed early on thurfday

morning, accompanied by Mr. Menzies in the purfuit of botanical re-

fearches. Thoi'c on board were now fully employed in the various fer-

vices the veflels required: thefe principally confilled in caulking the

decks and top fides of the Difcovery, brewing fpruce beer, which here

proved to be extremely good, and in repairing our fails and rigging;

this latter had now become an objeft of our moll ferious attention, and

called fo"th all our management and ingenuity, as we had little rope left

to replace thofe that were by this time worn down to the very lall flage

of being ferviceable.

The plan of our operations thus arranged ; and having received from

Mr. Puget, his journal and chart of the coall, eafl:ward from Prince Wil-

liam's found ; I fhall proceed in the following chapter to flate fuch infor-

mation, as was procured during die feparation of the veffels, in which

it will ap]^!Mv, that I have adopted the name of Beering's bay, inftead of

that of At. iiiralty bay, fo named by Mr. Dixon ; this I have done from

a conviftion of its being the place that Beering had vifited, and in con-

formity with Captain Cook's intentions, that the bay in which Beering

had anchored (iiould bear his name ; and for the following reafons alfo.

On reference to the chart of Mr. Dixon, who firft named that place Ad-

miralty bay, anotlier fpacious bay is therein defcribed to the eaflward of it,

having an ifland lying off its fouth-eaft point, and called Beering's bay;

this has evidently been done in conformity to Captain Cook's chart, for

the dillance at which MefTrs. Portlock and Dixon pafi'ed the coaft, gave

them the fame fort of view of it, and precluded their dcteding the error

into
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into which Captain Cook had fallen from fimilar circumftanccs. Captain

Cook alfo reprefents an extcnfive bay to the wellward of Beering's bay,

and hence the two charts exaftly correfpond. I had confidcred Mr.

Dixon's to have been the firll European vdTcl that had ever entered that

bay; but our late minute examination has fliewn, that beiuccu cape

Suckling, and cape Fairweather, onlv one fuch bay exills: and confc--

quently it mud be that in which Becring had anchored, and from whence

at that time he fent Chitrow the mafter of the fleet to reconnoitre the

bay. '" Chitrow found between fome idands a convenient anchoring

" place fecure from all w'inds, but there was no occafion to make ufe of

" it."* Now fince port Mulgrave is formed by iflands, and fince it is the

only place on the coaft between cape Hinchinbrook, and cape Fairweather,

that affords "a convenient anchoring place fecure from all winds"; and

fince that fituation will be found to correfpond with the latitude alfigncd

to Beering's anchorage, as flated by Mr. Smyloff to Captain Cook at

Oonalafhka in oftober 1788: it is hardly probable that Beering could

have anchored any wdicre elfe, or that Controllers bay, and Kaye's iiland,

could have been the places alluded to in Muller's account of Beering's

voyage, becaufe that bay is rendered inacceflible by fhoals, and is inca-

pable of affording any fhelter to fhipping. This bay then, fince no

oiher exifts within the limits in quefllon, mud be the fame which Cap-

tain Cook meant to diftinguifh by the name of Beering's bay, in honor

of its firft difcoverer; although it is not found to be fituated in the iden-

tical fpot on the coaft that Captain Cook at that time did fuppofe, but

further to the north and weft. Had circumftances permitted Captain

Cook to have approached nearer to thefe fliores on pafting by them, there

cannot remain a doubt but that this miftake would not have taken place

and in all probability he would not have been fo much at a lofs to have

reconciled the accounts of the Ruffian difcoveries on this part of Ame-
rica. For thefe reafons the bay in our chart bears Beering's name, but

port Mulgrave, and other places in the bay noticed by Mr. Dixon, re-

main unaltered.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Mr. Puget's narrative of his tranfailions andfurvey of the coajl, between

Prince William's and Crqfsfounds; during the Chatham sjeparationfrom

ifie Difcovery.
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1 HE Chatham on the 12th of June got clear of Prince William's

found, and her courle was direfted round cape Hinchinbrock along the

eaftern fide of that ifland, at the diftance of about a league from its

fliores ; thefe were fomewhat irregularly indented with fmall bayr taking

a direftion n. 53 k., about feventeen miles to point Bentinck. About

2 miles to the fouth of that point, commences the fhoal noticed by Mr.

Johnftone, as extending acrofs to the oppofite continental fliore of the

paffage, that he attempted to pafs. This flioal, not only formed a barrier

to that palTage, but flretchcd in an eaftwardly direftion along the exterior

continental fliore, at the diftance of about five miles, without having either

break or opening in it. Mr. Puget proceeded along this fhoal at the

diftance of about two miles from the breakers, the depth from y to g
fathoms; and having now advanced about lo or n miles from point

Bentinck, the (lioal, which was chiefly compofed of a dry barren fa nd,

though in fome places producing a little verdure, took a more foutherly

turn, and increafed its diftance from the high land, which extended in a

more northerly line; that of the fhoal was about s. 41 E., along which,

Mr. Puget ftecred at the diftance of about a league ; the depth of water

varying from .j-i- to g fathoms. By nine in the evening, he had advanced

y or 8 leagues along the flioal, when the favorable breeze being fuccccdcd

by light baffling winds, and thick hazy weather, he was obliged to haul

off
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off under an eafy fail, with intention of renewing the examination the

next morning. This fhoal was obferved to fiioot out into ridges of high

fand, ftretching from 3 to 6 or 7 miles from the main land, which in fome

places is compofed of a low (hore, in others of flecp abrupt cliffs ; the

whole apparently was well wooded, and in two places it had the appear-

ance of having fmall inlets at the back of the flioal ; but the dole conne6>-

ed range of lofty fnowy mountains, rimning nearly parallel to tlie coafl at

no great diftance, plainly {hewed the limits of their extent, befide which

there was no channel through the fhoal, by which they could have been

approached. Towards midnight, the wind and weather became more un-

fettled, and at lad produced a flrong gale from the eaftward ; this induced

Mr. Puget to ftand to the fouthward, left it fhould have proved the

forerunner of one of thofe very unpleafant eafterly ftorms we fo fre-

quently contended with, and which had fo much retarded the progrefs

of our refearches in thefe regions; but in the forenoon of the 13th, the

wind became fteady, and the weather being tolerably well fettled, the

Chatham again ftood to the northward, and by four in the afternoon

was again in fight of the continent, prefenting a low flaore, which by

compafs bore from n.w. to n.e. In about an hour foundings were

had at the depth of 20 fathoms, and fhortly after the flioal was again

feen extending along the coaft, of which the Chatham was within about

2 miles at feven o'clock, and being at this time in 6 fathoms water fhe

tacked. The fhoal here formed one connefted barrier along the coaft,

extending by compafs from n. 66 e. to s. 76 w., as far as could be dif-

cerned in either point of view ; and as the veffel was now, not more than

2 or 3 leagues to the fouth-eaftward of the place from whence fhe had

hauled off the preceding evening, there could not be the leaft doubt of

this being a continuation of the fame fhoal bank.

The weather being fair, afforded a good opportunity of feeing the

adjacent fhores. At tie time Mr. Puget tacked, the ifland lying to the

north-weft of Kaye's ifland, which he named Wingh am Island, bore

by compafs N. 87 e. to n. 81 e., two rocky iflets lying off the north-weft

point of Controller's bay, which after Sir Henry Martin, I called Point
Martin, and is fituated in latitude 60° i,3|^', longitude 2 15" 36'; bore,
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
the one N.59E., the other n. 52 e., and a fmall apparent opening in

the main land, n.3 e. The (hoal in this point of view, appeared to

unite with point Martin, and to admit of a paffage between them and

Kaj'e's ifland towards cape Suckhng. To afcertain this fa6l Mr. Puget

flood towards Kaye's ifland, purpofing to pafs between it and Wingham
ifland; but as the wind then blew frefh from the n.e., he plied during

the night, and the next morning tacked within about a league of point

Martin, bearing by compafs N. low., having the cliffy iflets between

the vefFcl and that point, with a continuation of the fhoal, which had

now been traced from Hinchinbrook ifland to this flation ; where the

depth of water was 10 fathoms; yet its termination could not be dif.

cerned, as it was feen extending towards the foutI^-eall, completely pre-

venting any communication with the fliore, and rendering the expefted

paffage to cape Suckling a very doubtful matter. In order to gain fome

information on this head, Mr. Le Mefurier, one of the midfliipmen, was

fent in the cutter to examine, whilft the Chatham flood over to Kaye's

ifland in queft of anchorage, and of a paffage between it and Wingham
ifland; the latter in a north and fouth direction is about a league long,

and about a mile broad, forming with the north-wefl point of Kaye's

ifland a paffage apparently navigable about a league in width, with re»

gular foundings from 20 to 6 fathoms, until its caftern extent was

reached; when the depth fuddenly decveafcd to 3 and 2:5- fathoms. This

circumftance compelled Mr. Puget to dcfifl from proceeding until he

fhould be better acquainted with the paffage; and on difpatching a boat

for that purpofe, the depth from ifland to ifland was found not to exceed

from 2 to 3 fathoms. In confequence of this report, Mr. Puget waited

for the return of the cutter near the north-wefl part of Kaye's ifland in 7

fathoms water, its fliores bearing by compafs s. 14 \v. to N.38E.;

Wingham ifland from N. 15 e, to n. 17 w,; the weflernmofl part of the

jnain land in fight, N. 47 w., and the neareft fliore, being a fleep greea

point on Kaye's ifland, s. 1 1 \v., one mile difl,ant.

Towards midnight Mr. Le Mefurier returned, and reported that he

firll proceeded round the north and eaft fides of Wingham ifland, where,

elofeto its fhores, he found from 15 to 10 fuiliotns wmter, in a narrow

channel
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channel formed by a continuation of the above fhoals, at the diflancc of

about half a mile to the north and eaft of Wingham idand, from whence

lie fleered for the northern fide of Kaye's ifland, with 3 to 5 fathoms

water : at no great diftance to the north of his courfe, was tlie edge

of the fhoal, interfperfed with dry fand banks appearing to unite with the

main land, which at a confiderable diftance rofe to lofty mountains, and

formed the boundary of Controller's bay. From the north-eaft point of

Kaye's ifland he proceeded to two fmall iflets, that lie in an eaftern di-

reflion from it, towards cape Suckling. Not far from thefe the depth

of water was from 4 to 4-i- fathoms. He then proceeded about 2 miles

in a northerly direftion, having from 3 to 6 fathoms water near the

edge of the flioal, which now appeared to continue to cape Suckling;

this was the extent of his refearches eaftward, from whence he returned

by the paflage between Wingham ifland and Kaye's ifland, with foundings

from 4 to 6 fathoms, until he reached the fliallow part that had flopped

the progrefs of the Chatham, over which was not found more than.from

2 to 3 fathoms. So far as Mr. Le Mefurier had gone, there had not

appeared any impediment to the Chatham's making a paflage between

thefe iflands and cape Suckling, which would not only greatly expedite

her progrefs along the coaft, but it might prove to future vifitors a de-

firable circumfl;ance to be informed that fuch a paflage was navigable,

in cafe of their being caught in a fouth-eafl; gale, between Kaye's ifland

and cape Suckling, in which cafe they might be enabled to elude thofe

ftorms and their attendant dangers.

With this intent the Chatham proceeded the next morning (15th june)

round the north fide of Wingham ifland, that being the fafeft channel,

and keeping clofe to itr, fliores had 15 and 17 fathoms water; but on the

wind failing, the flood tide drifted her to the eafliward, and on to the flioal

:

a fmall anchor was immediately carried out, and at eleven flie floated off,

and came to an anchor in 13 fathoms water, near the eafl: fide of Wing-

ham ifland, without having received the leafl; injury by this accident.

It was now nearly high water, and a favorable breeze prevailed from the

weftward; but as it was not confidered prudent to venture through fo

intricate a channel, and of which fo little knowledge had been obtained,
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220 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
on a falling tide ; Mr. Puget determined to remain at anchor until near

low waLer, and in the interim to difpatch Mr. Lc Jvlefurier again, for the

purpofc of acquiring fome further information relative to this pafl'age.

At five in the evening, the Chatham was again under fail with a light

wefterly wind, but on its being fucceeded by a calm, the velfel was by

the influence of the tide again fat upon the fhoal ; a light breeze of wind

from the north v^ry opportunely fpringing up, the fails foon backed her

off, and (he again anchored near VVingham ifland in 9 fathoms water,

about a fourth of a mile from its eaftern C^ore.

Mr. Le Mefurier did not return before midnight, having from the

before mentioned rocky iflets followed a fmall intricate channel leading

into the ocean, where the depth of water had gradually increafed from

4 to 16 fathoms. In this channel he had found a very heavy fwell from

the fouthward, and that the bottom was a bed of rocks. He alfo afccr-

tained that the flioal, over which the fea broke with great violence, con-

tinued quite to cape Suckling.

'I'he principal obje6l having been thus accompliflied by the tracing of

the continental boundary to cape Suckling, and by finding that the fea

coaft from Hinchinbrook ifland to that cape, is rendered inacceflible by a

connefted flioal bank of fand, extending feveral miles from the main land,

and particularly from Controller's bay, the whole of which it occupies

to the diftance of 6 leagues from the fliore or elevated land ; Mr. Puget

did not confider the delay that would mofl probably attend his naviga-

ting this channel, confiftent with the important objeft flill in view, whidi

would fully employ the remainder of the feafon. For this reafon he

gave up his intention of paflTmg by this channel to cape Suckling, and

in the morning of the 17th, though not without fome difficulty, owing

to the want of wind, and the irregular fet of the tide ; he pafled round to

the weft fide of Wingham ifland, and with a light north-eafterly breeze,

direfted his courfe for cape Hamond, with gloomy and unfettled wea-

ther.

On quitting this ftatlon Mr. Puget remarks, that according to the in-

formation he had obtained from the Spaniards, the channel through

which the cutter had pafled, and found navigable for fliipping, was ftatcd

ta
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to be totally clofed, and impalTable even for boats ; but in Mr. Dixon's

delineation of the coall, the (hoal extends to the fouth-wcd i)art of Kaye's

illand, including Wingham ifland, fcveral miles within it. Over a large

portion of the fpace thus allotted to this fhoal the Chatham palled, with-

out being able to reach bottom with 70 fathoms of line. Sucli an error

in this publication is hard to account for, and may have a bad tendency;

as the mifreprefentation in this inftance, would necelTarily have the eflcft

of deterring Grangers from feeking the excellent fhelter which thefe

jllands afford againft the fouth-eaft winds, which are the molt prevailing

florms, and are moll to be dreaded. Wingham ifland Mr. Puget repre-

fents as forming on its eaft fide a tolerably well fheltered roadllead, even

againll the eaftwardly winds, where good anchorage will be found to the

fouthward of the firll fmall beach from its north point, at a commodious

diftance from the fhore ; here the north-eaft point of Kaye's ifland bore

by compafs eafl, and cape Suckling, n. 76 e. ; this is the only fpace open

to the ocean, and even this, is intercepted by the rocky ifkts, bearing

N. 83 E., and the intermediate fhoal, which completely prevents any very

heavy fea from rifing in that direftion ; good anchorage will alfo be found

on the north and wefl fides of this ifland. The place where the Chatham

anchored off Kaye's ifland, is alfo well prote6lcd from the moft prevailing

winds. Repeated trials were made to take fome fifh with hooks and lines,

but to no effeft ; fbme refrefhments were however procured, as the weft-

ern fide of Wingham ifland afforded a fupply of upwards of fixty dozen

of eggs, which proved excellent, although taken from the nefts of fea-

fowl; confiding chiefly of two forts of gulls, fea parrots, fhags, and cur-

lews ; no ducks were here feen, and only two geefe were obferved. The

eggs were taken from fteep, rugged, rocky cliffs, conflituting in many

places the fhores of this ifland, which is moderately elevated, well

wooded, and has on its eaflern fide two fmall flreams of frefh water. It

did not appear to be much the refbrt of the natives ; but near the north-

eafl point of Kaye's ifland, Mr. Le Mefurier found a village that had.

been recendy deferted. He defcribes the north fide of that ifland as a

low traft of land well wooded, and that its fhores are indented in fmall

bays or coves; behind Controller's bay, and the fhoal coall that lies to

the
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the norili-weft of it, extended a continuation of the fame lofty frozen

mountains that had bounded the northern branches of Prince Wilham's

found, and what had been noticed as appearing hke two fmall openings,

were, from the hills of Wingham idand, feen to be intirely clofed. Whilft

the Chatham was at anchor off it, the variation was obferved to be 27*,

the latitude of its north point 60° 5^ , its longitude 2
1
5" 46'.

This is the fubftancc of the information derived by the examination

of that part of the coait comprehended between cape Hinchinbrook and

cape Suckling; and as the furvey of the continental fliore eaftward to

Beering's bay, was carried on by the Chatham, at a much greater diftance

from the land, than had been the cafe in the Difcovcry, and from which

nothing ijluftrative of our refearches could be obtained, I (hall pafs on to

the tranfli6lions of the brig after her arrival in Beering's bay.

On the evening of the 26th of June, the Chatham arrived off point

Manby ; the water was found to be much difcoloured at the diftance of

4 miles from the ftiore, where bottom could not be gained with the hand

line, nor were anv riplings, or other indications of fhallow water, or hid-

den dangers noticed. The fame appearances had been obferved by us

on board the Difcovery in feveral inftances, to the eaftward of cape Suck-

ling, which I concluded were occafioned by the vaft quantity of frefli

water produced by the diflblving ice and fnow on the fides of the moun-

tains at this feafon of the year ; this draining through the low border of

land becomes impregnated with the foil, and being fpecifically lighter

than the fea water on which it floats, produces the effeft noticed by Mr.

Puget. At this time a favorable wefterly breeze and fair weather pre-

vailed, with which, as the veftel was pafling along the north-weft ftiores of

Beering's bay about eight in the evening, the report of a gun was heard

from the land ; this was foon accounted for by the appearance of five

Kodiak Indians in two flcin canoes, who repaired on board the Chatham,

and acquainted Mr. Puget that there was a party of nine Ruflians on

fhore, from whom they brought a letter addrefled in Englifli to the

commander of either the Difcovery or Chatham. This letter dated the

13th of June, was from Mr. Shields the Englifh ftiip-builder beforf men-

tioned, in the fervice of the Ruflians at Blying found.

Mr.
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Mr. Shields had been informed, that our vefTels had met with feveral

accidents, and that I much wifhed to find a convenient fituation for lay-

ing the Difcovery on fhore; this fervice he Hated could no where be

better performed than in Blying found, and offered in the frankefl and

handfomeft manner, to afford us every alfiftance in the power of himfelf

or his people, that the (lores of the company could furnifh. Mr. Shields

regretted very much that he had not known the Difcovery was in his

neighbourhood until after our departure. He remarks in his letter that

he had not written four Englifh words in the courfe of the preceding

four years, yet his letter did great credit not only to his abilities and un-

derflanding, but to the goodnefs of his heart; which manifefted in the

higheft degree, thole ever living inherent principles of attachment to

their native country, government, and laws, which the generality of

mankind, however far removed, are found to polfefs. \Vhcth'er fuch ge-

nerous notions are more to be afcribed to the Briiifh, than to any other

nation, I will not pretend to determine; but that they exifted in their ful-

led extent not only in the mind of Mr. Shields, but in the minds of four

other Englifhmen who were with him, was unqucUionablv evident, as

thefe alfo by the fame conveyance fent notes, rtquelling in the moll car-

ueft and fcrious manner to be informed as to the health and welfare of

His Majedy, and the profperity of old England, from whence iliey had

all been abfent fome years at nearly the remotefl habitable extent of the

globe, cut off from all connexion with their country, families, and friends.

On ray perufing this letter, I concurred with Mr. Puget in lamenting

our not having been fo fortunate as to meet Mr. Shields, as his. letter in-

dicated him to be an intelligent perfon, from whom in all pvobabiluy

fome valuable information might have been procured.

Mr. Puget fent an invitation to the Ruffians by the Indians, and pur-

fued his courfe along the fhore, which from point Manby took a direc-

tion firfl N. 85 E., 2 leagues, and then n, 63 e., 8 miles further; here

the land falling back formed a fmall bay, with a low ifland about two

miles long to the N. n. e. of it, from whence, the coaft extended more

eaflerly towards an opening formed by two bluft' points, lying nearly eafl

and weft of each other half a league afunder ; the eaflernmoll of thefe

points
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points named by Mr. Puget Point Latouche, is fituated in latitude 59°

51', longitude 220° 444-' ; the fliores were compofed of a continuation of

the low border, extending from the foot of the mountains to the fea fide,

they were nearly ftraight and compa6l, and were bounded by ice or frozen

fnow, which alfo greatly abounded in the above opening, which ob-

tained the name of Digges's Sound. In the morning of the 27th

the wind being unfavorable to the vefTel's proceeding in its examination,

a boat was difpatched for that purpofe, and fhortly after her departure a

number of canoes made their appearance to the fouthward, which oc-

caHoned fome little concern, as the inhabitants of the bay are reputed to

be a treacherous, unfriendly, and barbarous tribe. Thefe apprehen-

fions were ho ./ever foon done away by a vifit from Mr. Puget'b old Ruf-

fian acquaintance Portoff, who informed him, that the canoes which had

occafioned his anxiety belonged to him, and were then fifhing for his

Englir' friends. This' was foon confirmed by their carrying on board a

plentiful fupply of halibut, which proved to be extremely good, and was

very acceptable. Thefe canoes contained a numerous party of the

Kodiak, and Cook's inlet Indians ; many of them were old acquaintances,

but not a fingle native inhabitant of the bay was in the party. From
PortofF was undcrftood, that he had quitted Cook's inlet about a month

or five week's before, with leven hundred fkin canoes, carrying about

fourteen hundred Kodiak and Cook's inlet Indians, with nine Rufllans,

all under his direftions, on an expedition to procure fea otter and other

furs ; and that the whole party were now affembled in this bay. Their

route had been dofe along the coaft, and in a fhallow bay about 8

leagues to the eaftward of cape Suckling, (mentioned by me early in the

morning of the 27th ofJune) they flopped at a fmall river, which emp-

ties itfelf into that bay, and is called by them Rica, mdo, unala. Its en-

trance is obftrufted by a bar, on which with eafl^erly winds the fea breaks

with great violence, and in the finefl weather is only navigable for boats

;

but within the bar the depth increafes for a little difl:ance, and then it

flretches towards th( mountains; from this river they had gone to an-

other a few leagues further to the eaftward, (probably the fame opening

notited by me at noon on the 27th of June) this was obftru6led by a

fimilar



ROUND T II E WO R L D.

fimilar bar, and a lefs depth of water within it, and is called by them

Piko bolfie unala. Here PortofF had met between fifty and fixty oi the

native Indians, who treacherouflv murdered one ot the Ruffians whilft

adecp at a little dillance from the main body ; on diCcovering which

a fkirmini had enfued, in which fix ot" the native Indians were killed,

and their chief taken prifoncr ; after this they quitted their ilation, and

(lopped at another fniall rivulet on the eaflern fide of Icy bay, from

whence the whole party had come hither about fourteen days before the

arrival of the Chatham. In addition to this informaaon, PortofF faid,

that a very dangerous rocky fltoal, about 15 miics in length, lies by

compafs in a diretlion s. bv ^^'., 6i^ miles from a place called by them

Leda unala. This Mr. Puget conceived to be near the point that I had

called point Riou. Portofi himfelf had been on this fhoal, taking fea

otters, and flatcd that the firft difcovery of it was owing to a Ruffian galiot

having had the misfortune fiime years before to be wrecked upon it

;

two of the crew were drowned, but the red efcaped in their boats. Since

that period an annual vifit had been made to it for the purpoFe of killing

lea otters, which are there met with ; and as it generally proves advan-

tageous, PortofF meant to flop there on his return.

From the Spaniards alFo I aFterwards became acquainted, that a very

dangerous rock cxifled in this neighbourhood, the fituation oF which they

had taken great pains to aFcertain, and had Found it to lie s. .\\ e. From

cape Suckling, at the diflance oF 26 leagues, and which was called by them

Roca Pamplona ; when this was delineated on our charts it appeared to

lie in adireftion s. 77 k., diflant 8 miles From the rocky fiioal dcFcribed

by PortofF; hence it may be inferred, that PortofF and the Spaniards

intend the Fame fhoal, though it is not flated by the latter to be Fo cxten-

five as by the Former.

It is without doubt dangeroufly fituated For the navigation oF this coafl,

and it may polfibly have proved final to Mr. Meares's conFort, Mr. T' ,-

ping, who with his vefFcl was never heard oF after leaving Prince Wil-

liam's Found in 1786.

The Ruffians, it Fcems, in navigating this coafl make but little uFe oF

the compaFs, c\ en in fleering For the above flioul ; on i'uch occafions they
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depart from fome particular point on the coaft, (hape a courfe by tlie.

land, and never fail to hit upon fome part of the ftioal ; and hence arife&.

the probability of its being extenfive, as has been already mentioned.

Portoff alfo ftated, that in the north-weft part of Controller's bay, a

river like Riko malo unala, emptied itfclf over thofe fhoals. This I had

likewife underftood to be the cale from Mr. Smyloff, but I left that cir-

cumftance to be decided by the Chatham.

The weather in the forenoon fell calm with fhowers of rain, attended

with a rolling fwell from the s.w.; at noon, point Latouche bore by

compafs N. 3^ \v., a league and a half diftant ; the neareft fhore N. 45 e.,

two miles diftant ; and an opening in a low ftiore, which commenced

about a league from point Latouche, taking a direftion s. 14 f.., bore by

compafs s. 78 e. Shortly after noon the boat that had been fent to ex-

plore Digges's found returned, and Mr. Puget became informed, that it

was clofed from fide to fide by a firm and compaft body of ice, beyond

which at the back of the ice a fmall inlet appeared to extend n, 55 e.

about a league. The depth of water at the entrance of the opening is

great, and on its north-eaft fide is a bay which afforded good anchorage,

but had a moft dreary afpeft from its vicinity to the ice ; notwithftanding

which, vegetation was in an advanced ftate of forwardnefs.

From the time of the Chatham's arrival off' point Manby to this fta-

tion, the foundings were at firft from 60 to 40 fathoms, and then 35 to

20, 13 and 30 fathoms. Digges's found was the only place in the bay

that prefented the leaft profpeft of any interior navigation, and this was

neceflarily very limited, by the clofe conne6led range of lofty fnowy moun-

tains that ftretched along the coaft at no great diftance from the fea fule.

Mr. Puget's attention was next dircfted to the opening in the low land,

but as the wind was variable and ad\ erfe to the progrefs of the veff'el, a

boat was again difpatched to continue the inveftigation of thefe fliorcs,

which are compaft from point Latouche, and were then free from ice.

This opening was found to be formed by an illand about two miles long,

in a dire61ion S.50E. and N.50AV., and about a mile broad, lying at

the diftance of about half a mile from the main land. Oppofite to the

foHth part of this, named by Mr. Puget Knight's Island, is Elea-
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nor's cove, which is tiie eailcrn exiremity of Beering's bov, in latitude

rjf [I, longitude 2 20" 51'. Knif^hi's iiland admits oF a navij^able paf-

{\vj;e all round it, but tiicre are lomc rocks th:u lie about half a mile

from its well point, and there is an iflet fitualed between it and the main

land on its north-eail fide. From Eleanor's cove the coail takes a direc-

tion s. ."^o \v., about fix miles to the call point of a clianncl leading to dte

fouth-well, between the continent and fome illands tliat lie ofF it ; t]\is was

confidered to lead along the Ihorcs ol" the main land lo point Mulgrave;

and in the event of" its proving navigable, the examination of the bay

would have been complete, and the vcfiel brought to our apj)ointed place of

meeting, which was now fuppofed to be at no ver}' great dillance. y\t tliis

time about fifty canoes of PortofF's party were about the boat, the In-

dians in which carried on an advantageous commerce in purchafing white

fhirts, flockings, cravats, and other parts of the officers apparel, (which

comforts were readily parted witli) for fuch tilings as were deemed curio-

Ikies, confining of bows, arrows, darts, fpears, hfh-gigs, whale-gut

fhirts, and fpecimens of their very neat and curious needle-work; articles

with which thefe people, though at fb great a diflance from home, were

well provided, in expeftation of finding a profitable market before they

returned. In all their dealings they raanifefted great keennefs, and feemed

to know very well what tliey were about ; yet they dealt with the flritlefl

honefly, and with the moft implicit confidence of being fairly treated.

During this intercourfc, two of the native inhabitants of the bay paid

the Chatham a vifit ; and after the ufual ceremonious fong was ended,

they repaired on board whhout the leaft hefitation. A few p efents of

iron, looking-glafl'es, and other trinkets, feemed to have the effed of

making them feel perfetlly eafy and at home ; not a moveable efcaped

attention, but underwent a moft minute examination.

In the evening, the Kodiak and Cook's inlet party, having finiflied their

commercial bufincfs very fatisfaftorily ; Portoff, after diftributing a fevr

pinches of fhuff to fome, and filling the boxes of others, formed them

into three divifions, and difpatched them all in quefl of fea otters : on

this fervice they departed with the greateft chccrfulncfs, whilft Portoff

G g 2 remained
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
remained on board the Chatham, where he was fcjon joined by the reft of

his countrynnen and the other fquadron of their Indian pc:rty.

In the morning of the 28th the Chatham entered tlie channel before

mentioned; (a boat having been fent forward to carry on the examina-

tion of the continental (hore;) here the depth of water was 30 fathoms.

After having advanced a fhort diftance, the channel was found to unite

with a paifage that took a winding courfe through the iflands to the

wc'Ilward, and was incommoded with many rocks and huge ilones, fimi-

lar to thofe noticed in Cook's inlet.

The channel leading along the continent was found on examination-

to be not more than fifty yards wide, though nearly at Iiigh water; I'ur a-

fmall f])ace the depth was only 15 feet, but it quickly increafed to 10

fathoms. This narrow (liallow part was carefully examined as it was-

pafl'ed over ; the depth foon increafed to 17 fathoms, when port Mulgrave

was feen ; point Turner bearing s. 33 w. The number of native vifitors

now amounted to ten, who feemed on the moll friendly terms with the

Kodiak party : one of the former by figns and words, ufed all his elo-

quence to point out the impoflibility of the veffcl's palfing through thi.-j

narrow paifcige, and tiiat ultimately (lie would return by the lame way

fhe was going ; in this however he was millaken, for by keeping in mid-

channel the depth was no where found to be lefs than 3 fathoms. This

paffage is about f:x hundred yards long, lying from the entrance of tha

channel s. 60 w., 2 miles, in which fpace the continental fliore forms a

fmall bay, and to the fouthward of the narrow part it takes a more fouth-

erly dirc61ion; along it are fome iflcts and rocks, and the weftern fide

of the channel is much broken. About a league from the narrow part

the depth continued to be from 17 to 12 fathoms, until a flioal was-

reached that lies acrofs the pafiage ; Avith this Mr. Johnftone had been:

acquainted on a former vifit, and he now entertained hopes of finding a

fuflficient depth for the Chatham to pafs over it, for which purpoie a

boat was difpaichcd to iearch for its deepcfl part. The boat had fcarcely

put off when the depth of water fuddenly decreafed to 5 fathoms, and

the vcfit'l inilantly grounded. The cutter which was in (hore amongH;

the iflands was immediately recalled, and attempts were made to heave

the
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the Chalham off, but it being then fulling tide they proved inelTc^lual;

and as it was near the top of the fprings, a bower anchor was carried out

and a ftrong purchafe prepared, left, the velFel fliould be pinched in

floating the next tide.

The native Indians here made their appearance again, and broiiglit

with them a fupply of excellent falmon; they fccmcd to exult in the

concftnefs of their information, and perfilled that no palfage for tlic \\{-

fel would be gained by that route to port Mulgrave. Mr. Puget how-

ever conceiving that they had now proceeded too far to abandon this

defign without making further attempts, determined to give it another

trial.

It was low water about eight in the evening, the tide not liaving fallen

more than fix feet perpendicularly fince the velfel had grounded. At
this time the boats were founding for the dccpcR water, wlu;n tlie tide

flowed fo much fafter than was expc6led, that befoie eleven o'clock the

veffel floated, and flie was hove off into 13 fathoms water, without ha^

ving received the Icaft apparent damage. Here the Chadiam remained

during the night, whicli was dark and gloomy, attended with rain and a

frefli eafterly gale of wind. The ebb tide on the morning of the 29th

fell five feet lower than it had done on the preceding evening; this af-

forded a perfeft view of the furrounding (lioals, which were in moft,

places dry, with two large rocks. Between thefc the Chatham had

grounded, and had fhe been fteered a few yards only to the right or k ft,

it is moft. probable flic would have rcftcd rn one of them, which would

have endangered her overfetting. About the conclufion of the ebb, a

boat was fent to examine two places on the bar that were not dr)', one of

thefe, though narrow, was found to be fufficienily deep and free from

danger, provided its line of dire6lion was marked with buoys; this was

immediately done, and at half flood the Chatham pafl'ed through it, ha-

ving not lefs than 3 fathoms water, which foon after deepened to 15

fathoms. As the flioals were approached Uuit are laid down by Mr. Dixon

to the north-caft of point Turner, which is a low narrow ftrip of land

forming the fouth-er.ft point, of the ifland that protects port Mulgrave

from the ocean, the depth again decrcafed to 4 and 3^ fathoms ; but i>y

paOing
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pa.Tino- to tlieweflwaid of the nio{l fouthern of thefe fhoals, a good chan-

nel was found, tlirougli vvliich die vedcl paffed, and about noon an-

cliored in port Mulgrave in 12 fathoms water, tough clayey bottom

;

point TiiViicr bcariiig hv conipafs S.32E.; the above flioals, s. 65 to

.s.Soi.: mount St. Elias, N.69W.; the nearcfl: (hore fouth, three ca-

bles Icngdi : and the (hoals about die fame diftance.

'1 !ms, by perfevcring, Mr. Piiget made his wny through a channel

wliich, iliough he f"ound pradicable, he does not recommend to be fol-

lowed : efpecially as ilie communication between port Alulgravc and the

ocean is eafv and commodious, b^' the paffagc to tlie fouth and v/cfhvard

of point Turner.

The continental fliore from thefe narrows having l)cen partly examined

by the boat, flie was again fent to Hnifli the furvey of it to cape Phipps,

the eaflern jioint of Beering's bay. In the evening fhe returned, having

accompliflicd this fervice; by Avhich it appeared, that from tlie narrows

tlie continental fhore takes a coiufe s. 28 ^y. for about a league, and is

indented with fmall bays or coves, and that there are many iflets lying

near the land. At a little diflance from a point, lying from point Tur-

ner N. 86 r.., about a league diftant, the main land takes firft a fouiherly.

then a wefterly and north-weft dircftion ; forming a rounding bay about

4 miles acrofs to cape Phipps ; which, according to our obfervations is

fituated in latitude 59° 33', longitude 220° 29' ; point Turner lying from

it S.77E., diflant two miles. About the fame dilhince within capo

Phipps is a fmall opening in the low land accefhble only for boats, near

which was found an Indian village, that had the appearance of having

been very recently dcferted ; not one of its former inhabitants was to be

fern, excepting about fifty dogs that were making a moft dreadful hovv^l-

ing. This circimifh-ince gave rife to an opinion, that the arrival of

PortoR's party in- this neighbourhood had induced the native Indians to

quit their hai)itations, and retire to the woods, or further along the coafl

to the eaftward ; and Mr. Puget thinks that this idea was fupported by the

defcription that Portoff firft gave of thefe people, as being a treacherous,

cruel tribe, by whom his numerous party were kept in a flate of con-

itant anxiety for their genp'al fafet)\ It alfo led to a fuppofilion, that

at
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at fome earlier period the RufTians had made uFe of havfii and coercive

meaCures to bring the inhabitants of this bay to a friendly intcrcourfe

;

this however, had been pofitively denied by PortofF, who allerted, that no

fkirmifh whatever had hitherto taken place between thefe people and

their modern Ruffian vifitors ; though according to his own (lateinent, he

had at that time n\et with only thirty of the natives, notwith (landing that

Mr. Dixon in th-^vear 1787, computes their number to be (eventy ; and

Mr. Job- .yne, o vifited this bay i r'
- year following, is of opinion,

that they amountcu at that time to oii^ hundred and fifty of both fexes,

and all ages. This apparent difference may however be o^s•ing to the

wandering life which the North Weft Americans are found to lead, par-

ticularly in the fummer feafon, for tlie purpofe of procuring a fupply of

fifh, and other articles of food^ for their maintenance during the winter;

and as it was afterwards proved, that thefe (iiores were not fo thinly in-

habited as had been imagined, the ftatement made by PortofF is likely to

be correft.

PortofF was not at this time on board the Chatham, and Mr. Pusfct was

a little furprized at receiving a mefFage from him by one of the Ruffians,

inquiring if a gold watch-chain, and feals, were miffing from the vefFci,

as the captive Indian chief, who had been permitted to fleep in the cabin

the night Portof} remained on board, had produced thefe valuables, and

had alleged that he had received them as a nrefent from Mr. Puset, who

until thatinflant, was unconfcious of his lofs. On the mcffengcr being

made acquainted with the theft, he replied that PortofF would deliver

them up the next morning, which on the 30th he accordingly performed.

On this occafion PortofF ex prefFed great indignation at the robbery, and

eonfidered himfelf as being very fortunate that he had been able to ob-

tain the chain and feals uninjured, and to have an opportunity of refto-

ring them, whilft he had the power of fo doing. PortofF embraced this

occafion to inform Mr. Puget, that on the evening of the 28th, whilfl he

and his whole party were on one of the fmall ifiands in port Mulgrave,

they were furprized by a vifit of al)out fifty of the natives ; and notwith-

flanding the fuperior numbers of his party, he had fo little confidence in

tlie courage of the Kodiak and Cook's inlet Indians, that he \vi\s ex-

2 tremely
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
trcmely anxious to be quit of fuci' dangerous vifitors, and had deter-

mined on returning to the Kodiak as foon as the Chatham fliould leave

the bay: in the mean time he purpofed to remove his wliole fquadron

from its then Ration to point Turner. For this Burpofc he departed,

and on the morning of the ifl of ju^^', l;c returned with his numerous

httle fleet, and pitched liis encampment on tliat point.

In the evening the Chatham was in readinefs for fea agreeably to my
dirertions ; but as the weather during the day had been pleafant with a

fineweflcrly breeze, Mr. Puget was in conftant expc£lation of feeing the

Difcovery, and deemed it moft prudent to remain ftationary until the

next morning, rather than rifl< a longer feparation by proceeding to fea.

His conjeflures of the Difcovery being nigh at hand, were in a great

meafure confirmed late in the evening; and Mr. Manby was difpatched as

before related. Tlie next morning however brought no tidings to the

Chatham either of Mr. Manby, or the veffel ; but as it had been pre-

vioufly fettled, that Mr. Manby's not returning (liould denote the arrival

of the Difoover)', Mr. Puget concluded fhe was coming into port Mul-

grave, and remained at anchor in t^-it expeftation.

In the afternoon Mr. Puget vif: the Ruffian encampment on point

Turner, and found the whole party comfortably fituated. Portoff had

an excellent fmall tent made of Rulfian fail cloth, which feemed to be

appropriated to his fole ule, and as a depofit for their fire arms, ammu-
nition, and other articles of value ; near which, an Indian hut was ereded

for the refidence of the other Ruffians; the captive chief and his family,

and the rell of the party, were fo fituated, that no furprize could be well

apprehended; their fpears, formed at the point like a fpontoon, were

placed near each habitation, in readinefs to a6l on the defenfive ; and

their daggers, and other weapons were equally well difpofed. Their

temporarv habitations were each formed by two canoes placed edgeways,

about four feet afunder, and their paddles conlHtuted a kind of roof, over

which were laid tliick Ikins of land animals, which effedually protected

them from the inclemency of the weather; and formed, though a fmall

and low, yet a comfortable refting place ; the bottom being firft covered

by a mat, flrewcd over with clean dry grafs. Many fea otters that were

jufl
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juft brought on fliore by feme of the Kodiak Indians, gave Mr. Puget

an opportunity of feeing their manner of preparing thofe (kins, which

differed materially from that praftifed by the other inhabitants of the

coaft, in whofe poffefTion we have found that fpccics of fur. Thefe peo-

ple drew the fkin over the body of the animal, without making any inci-

lion either in the back or the belly, and in that Itatc the flcins were hung

up to dry; but whether they underwent any other procefs prior to their

being fent to market was not underftood. The flclh of thefe animals is

eileemed to be a very great dainty ; and whilft lome were employed in

fls.inning, the furrounding company were bufily engaged, with their

knives, in fcraping the blubber or fat from the carcafe, and in that raw

ftate eating it with the greateft relifh. The refl of the animal was boiled,

with the wild vegetables procured in great abundance, in and about the

woods, and afforded the party an excellent repad. The bones of the

fea otter, with thofe of all other amphibious animals, are prcferved with

tlie greateft care by thefe Indians, but for what nurpofe Mr. Puget was

unable to learn. Thofe of the party who were not thus engaged, feemed

to be induftrioufly employed in making fucli articles of curiofity, as

found the moft ready market amongft their Englifli friends.

In the evening the canoes that had been fent with Mr. Manby returned

without him, and as they brought neither letter nor meffage, it lervcd to

confirm Mr. Puget in his former opinion, that the Difcovery was coming

into port ; efpecially as the wind and weather were extremely unfettled,

and confequently, very unfavorable to the examination of the coaft to the

eaftward. The arrival of a large party of native Indians the next morn-

ing, on the fouthern fliore of the main land oppofite to point Turner,

threw the whole Ruffian encampment into a ftate of confufion, and

caufed every preparation to be made for ailing on the defenfive ; in the

mean time the captive chief was difpatchcd in a Kodiak canoe, for the

purpofe of ufmg his endeavours to bring about a friendly intercourfe, and.

to eftablifh a good underftanding. On this occafion feveral meffagcs

paffed, but no interview took place between the two parties during the,

day, which was very unpleafiint, the wind being very boifterous from the

eaftward. Early in the morning of the 4th, a large wooden canoe, with
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twelve of thefe ftrangers, vifited the Ruffian encampment, and were wel.

corned to the fhore by a fong from the Kodiak Indians ; this compli-

ment being returned in the fame way, a conference took place ; in which

the native chief exerted his utmoll eloquence to point out the extent

of their territories, and the injuftice of the Rufiians in killing and taking

away their fea otters, without making tl..'m the fmalleft recompence.

After thefe grievances had been enumerated with great energetic force,

the chief fent a fea otter fkin to Portoff, and on his accepting this pre-

fent, a loud fhout was given by both parties : this was followed by a

fong, which concluded thefe introduftory ceremonies. The vifitors now

landed, and were conduced to the encampment, where the friendly re-

ception they met with, induced the chief to difpatch his canoe, with fuch

information to the reft of his tribe, that they foon repaired to point

Turner ; and after fimilar ceremonies of fongs and dancing, thefe like-

wife landed, amounting to about fifty, in whofe poflrelfion were fix ex-

cellent mufkets, kept in the higheft order, and each had a large iron dag-

ger that hung from his neck in readinefs for immediate fervice.

But as no confidence could be placed in their profelfions of friendfiiip,

fo large a party excited in Portoff the moft ferious apprehenfions for the

fafc'ty of his people, efpecially, as the native Indians took up their abode

in the vicinity of his encampment ; and although at that time it contained

nearly nine hundred, whilft the number of the natives did not amount

to more than feventy perfons, amongft whom, were fome women and

boys, yet he greatly areaded an attack ; being confcious that the major

part of his people would be unequal to refifl the impetuofity of fo daring

and defperate an adverfary.

Mr. Puget relieved Portoff of his diftreffing folicitude by the ftrongeft

affurances, that fb long as the Chatham remained in his neighbourhood,

he might, in the event of an attack, depend on every affiftance in his

power to afford, as alfo in the exertion of his befl endeavours, to gain

thefe ftrangers more over to the intereft of the Ruffian party. Thefe

offers were received by Portoff with marks of the moft lively gratitude,

as he had confidered his fituation as being extremely critical, but was

now, from Mr. Puget's affurances of proteftion, made perfeftly eafy;

and
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and for the purpofe of prcferving the good undcrftunding that appeared

to have taken place, he diltributed amongd his vifitors Ibine large and

fmall blue beads, with fheet copper, and bracelets made of that metal.

This meafure appeared to have its defired effe£l, as the chief and his party

feemed to be well pleafed, and foon after they all retired from the encamp-

ment, apparently well fatisfied with their reception. The trivial articles

given by Portoft, were the only fpecies of merchandize the Rudians

had with them ; even thefe, had been brought in very fmall quantities

;

and it would appear that they were very inadequate to die purchafc of

furs from the tribes or nations, in the more fouth-eaflern parts of this

coaft; but a commercial intercourfe with the native inhabitants of

North Weft America to the eaftward from prince William's found did

not appear to be an objeft of the Ruftian purfuit.

Late in the evening, Portoff acquainted Mr. Pugct, that the Difcovery

was coming round the point ; a gun was immediately fired, and Mr. John-

ftone difpatched in the cutter ; but the veffel under fail foon appeared

like a galiot, and was fuppofed to be a Ruffian, until the return of Mr.

Johnftone about four in the morning, who had found the veflel to be the

Jackall, which anchored near point Turner. Here Mr. Johnftone

learned, that flie had parted from the Difcovery the preceding afternoon,

and that ftie had after that time been driven fome leagues to the eaftward.

As Mr. Puget did not receive by this veftel any letter or meftage, he

ftill fuppofed that I fhould return to port Mulgrave, to wait a more fa-

vorable opportunity for profecuting the furvey of the coaft. The wea-

ther ftill continued in the fame unfettled ftate until the evening, when

the clearing of the weftern fky ftrongly indicated a favorable change.

In the morning of the 5th the whole party of native Indians quitted port

Mulgrave, and left the Ruftians in quiet pofleflion of point Turner.

Before their departure, their number had gradually increafed to an hun-

dred and upwards. The feveral chiefs had occafionally vifited Mr.

Puget, who made them all prefents of fuch articles as were by them confi-

dered valuable, and were well accepted. Mr. Puget mentions alfo, that

after an an-icable intercourfe had been eftabliflied between the two par-
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ties, they entertained each other with fongs and dances, according to tlie

different cuftoms of each particular tribe.

A fine breeze having fprung up about noon from the v. w., the

Chatham quitted port Mulgrave. Here Mr. Puget ftates, that they

were enabled to procure fome tolerable refrelhments; the fhorcs pro-

duced an abundance of very good wild celery, which had been daily

boiled with portable foup in their peas, and had been eaten alfo as fal-

liid ; but to the bounty of their Ruffian friend Portoff, they had been

more confiderubly indebted, for a conftant and ample fupply of fifh,

chiefly halibut, with fome few cod and falmon. Thcfe were all he had

to beftow, but he furnifhed them in fo handfonie and fo difinterefted a

manner, as plainly indicated, that he poffelled a mind and difpofition,

not only capable of great afts of generofity, but highly intitled to a

more refpcftable poft in civil foclety, than the lot of his fortune feemed

to admit. His behaviour from his firft vifit, had been marked by a

fteady, uniform fine of condu6l, that manifefled a juft fenfe of thofe

obligations, which although demanded by the rights of hofpitality, are,

when fo very pleafantly conferred, deferving the higheft commendations

and acknowledgments ; bcfide which, Mr. Puget had little in his power

to offer. Some few trivial articles were however mod thankfully ac-

cepted b\' Portoff, who took charge of fome books likely to be fervice-

ab!e as a prefent for Mr. Shields, to whom, and likewife to Mr. Berre-

noff, the conduftor of the company's affairs at the Kodiak, Mr. Puget

wrote in fuch terms of the conduft of this honcfl failor, as he moft richly

had defervcd.

Mr. Puget concludes tlie account of his tranfaftions at this place by no-

ticing, that in failing into port Mulgrave it is neceffary to give a good birth

to point Phipps, in order to avoid a fmall reef that ftretches from it into the

fea. From the inner or north point of this cape, point Turner lies s. 8,3 e.,

diflant two miles and three quarters; this point is bold, and muft be kept

clofcon board, for the purpofe of avoiding the fhoals that lie at a little

diftance to the eaftward of it ; between thefe fhoals and the point, good

anchorage is found in 8 to 14 fathoms, clear good holding ground; the

variation by the Chatham's compafs waa 26° eaftwardly ; the rile and fall of

the
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the tide perpendicularly was about nine feet, and it was high water 30'

after the moon had pafled the meridian.

The dangers in Beering's bay, particularly between point Manby and

the iflands forming port Mulgravc, arc confidcrcd to be numerous, fince

fcveral rocks were fcen, juft flicwing their heads above water; but Mr.
Puget had not Icifure to undertake a minute examination of thefe latent

dangers, or of the iflands juft mentioned forming the port, which, by its

fouih-eaftern entrance, is free from any danger or interruption, and af-

fords ample fpace to turn in, between the main land and the ifland.

Here the Chatham was employed in reaching the ocea'i with a wefterly

wind until fix in the evening, when her courfe was dirrtled for Crofs found.

On approaching cape Spencer, a dozen of the natives in one canoe vi-

fitcd the brig, all of whom expreffed the fame want of confidence that

had been exhibited to us, and not one of them would ven are on board,

without a hoftage being fent into the canoe. As thi« '
. vmony had not

been before obi'ervcd by any of our Xorih Weft \mericai: vifitors it waa

not at firft comprehended, but on the demani being underftooJ, Mr.

Puget ordered one of his people into the canoe; upon which the chief

immediately repaired on board, and a large fupply of halibut was foon

purchafed with iron. Whilft this traffic was going on, and tlie hoftage

remained in the canoe, the chief feemed perfeftly fatisficd, and recon-

ciled to his fituation; but the inftant the man was defired to come from

out of the canoe on board, the chief returned. This exceflive fufpicion

and diftruft, which had been by no means the general chara61er of the

North Weft Americans, is not eafily to be accounted for; unlefs it be

fuppofcd, which is too much to be apprehended, that fome of their civilized

vifitors had given them caufe for ado, i--'g this precaution.

Mr. Puget and the gentlemen on board the Chatham had been equally

deceived with ourfelves by the appearance of the ice, and had tacked to

avoid approaching too near foiae pieces which they had fuppofed to be

rocks ; but after difcoveriig tiie miftake they foon joined us as already

mentioned, without noticing either rocks, ftioals, or other interruption

in failing up the fc and, excepting the ice before mentioned.
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CHAPTER IX.

TranfaSlions in Crofsfound.—Proceed, tofea—Account of a boat excurfion—'

Defcription ofport Althorp and Crofsfound—JJironomicai and nautical

obfervations.

A LTHOUG H the weather, during the night and morning, had been

very rainy, yet it did not prevent our being vifited by the natives in

feven or eight canoes, containing men, women, and children ; who, Trom

this early vifit, we had great reafon to fuppofe had their refidence at no

great diftance. It appeared that they had taken up a temporary abode

on one of the two fmall branches in this cove, for the purpofe, it fliould

feem, of being our near neighbours. Their numbers were afterwards

fo augmented that we had frequently near an hundred about the veflels,

who, notwithftanding the weather was foggy, rainy, and very unpleafant,

furnifhed us with a tolerable fupply of halibut and falmon ; the latter was

of a very inferior fort, and pofTefled little or no tafte ; in addition to thefe

eflentials, they difpofed of a few indifferent fea otter fliins : in this traffic

they dealt very honeftly, and in the other parts of their conduft they

feemcd to fhew an open, cheerful, and lively difpofition; yet no one

was inclined to trufl: himfelf in our power on board, although on fhore

they were aflFable and fiimiliar.

Since our arrival on the coafl this feafon, the ftate of my healtli had

been too indifferent to allow of my taking any fliare in the feveral diftant

boat excurfions -, but as it feemed to be highly probable, from the ex-

tremely broken appearance of this extenfive opening in the coafl, that

Mr. Whidbey might be led to a great diftancCj in land, by purfuing the

continental
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continental fliore, and by that means be precluded from examining the

various iflands that appear to lie before it, and to form the external

boundaries of this found ; and confidering myfelf now fufficiently re-

cruited to be equal to that taflc, early in the morning of the 14th I fat

out for that purpofe, but by noon I was obliged to return, in conle-

quence of being feized with a moll violent indifpofition, which termina-

ted in a bilious cholic, that confined me for feveral days to my apart-

ments.

During my abfence a fail had been dcfcried in the offing, which had

been fuppofed to be the Jackal), and on my return a boat was fent to

afford her every afliftance in our power. At three the next morning Tuefday 13,

the boat returned from the veffel, which was found to be a brig named

the Arthur, commanded by a Mr. Barber, belonging to Bengal, but laft

from port Jackfon. At noon (lie anchored in this port, off the ifland

forming its weftern fide, to the fouth of the ftation we had taken. The

Indians were as ufual about our vefTels, bufily employed in commercial

dealings ; but on the arrival of this veflel, I thought it proper to prohi-

bit the puixhafe of furs, by any of our people.

The fame very unpleafant weather continued with little variation ; tlie

wind blowing a flrong gale from the eaflward. On friday afternoon our Friday 18.

amicable intercourfe with the inhabitants of the country was in fome

meafure interrupted, by one of them having been detefted in .j aft of

ftealing fome of the lower part of the rudder chains. Some mufkcts had

been fired to induce thofe in the canoe to return their prize to no effedi

;

the launch was therefore fent in purfuit of the canoe, and jufl as the

Indians were about to land the canoe overfet, by which accident the

ftolen goods were loft, with fuch other valuables as they had coUefted

during the day ; and the party, confifting of two women and a man, were

made prifoners, and with their canoe, brought on board. The three

delinquents were ordered into irons ; but they had not been long fo cir-

cumftanced, before I received a very humble petition from the two

ladies, who on promifing they would not again be found fo oflending

were liberated. The man remained in confinement until the next morn- Saturday n).

ing, when I undcillood that fome fimilar afts had been committed on
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Wedncf. 23,

Saturday 26,

board the Chatham; this information induced me to confider, that

making an example of the thief in our pofleflion, might be attended

with the defirable effefl of preventing further mifdemeanors ; and for this

reafon he was puniflied with four dozen lafties, after which his canoe was

returned to him, and he with his ladies was difmifled.

On this correftion being inflided, the reft of the canoes quitted the

taefday 22, covc, and no one came near us until tuefday, when one only came along-

fide. On the Indian meeting a friendly reception, his neighbours were in-

duced to follow his example, and our former intercourfe was perfeflly rc-

eftablifhed. Amongft the number who now vifited us, was one of the wo-

men who had been overfet in the canoe, and who in that fcuffle had hurt

the feparated part of the lower lip -, but on receiving the necelTary fur-

gical affiftance for healing the wound, for which purpofe flie came regu-

larly on board every morning, it was foon perfeftly healed.

The Arthur failed on tlie 23d, and on the faturday following the Jackal

arrived, and anchored near us ; on this occafion the former reflrictions

as to the purchafe of furs were again enforced.

Mr. Brown flated, that he had quitted port Mulgrave the morning after

the Chatham had failed, and had left P-^rtofFand his party at point Turner

;

but on his meeting with a hard gale from the eallward, he was obliged

to return thither, with the lofs of fome fpars, and with material damage

to his fails. The Ruffian party he found ftill at their encampment, but

underRood that fix of the Kodiak Indians had been captured by the na-

tive inhabitants, PortofF requefted Mr. Brown would afford him fome

afTiflance to regain his people ; for which purpofe, with a numerous fleet

of canoes, and one of the Jackal's boats, PortofF dire6led his courfe up

the bay, and foon met with the hoftile Indians, who, after a long difculFion

delivered up five of their prifoners, and in return received five of their

comrades, being part of a number which in retaliation, the Ruffians had

captured, but tli remainder of the party amounting to twelve men and

women, were detained by Portoff, until the other Kodiak Indian fliould

he reflored. Mr. Brown's fecond vifit to port Mulgrave was of fhort

duration, and PortofF with his numerous fleet quitted it a few hours be-

fore his departure.

We
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We were now in hourly expe£laiion of the })arty'.s return under the

command of Mr. Whidbcy, for the comfort and even fafely of whom,

it was not poflible for us to avoid having the mod anxious foUcitude, as

the weather that had generally prevailed fmce our arrival in this place,

had been of an extremely unpleafant nature. In the afternoon, however,

we were very agreeably relieved of our anxiety for their welfare, by their

returning all in good health and fpirits; after having traverfed the conti-

nental fhore fo far as to be within about 20 leagues of cape Decifion, from

whence a clear channel had been feen into the ocean. To this ftation a good

inland navigation had been found, excepting that in an eaflcrly diredion

from the anchorage of the veffels at the diftance of about 10 leagues, the

paffage though fufficiently fpacious, was at that time greatly incommoded,

and; in fome places, nearly clofed by large fragments of floating ice. This

inconvenience having already occafioned us much annoyance, and mo-

ments of the moll anxious concern, I did not choofe to combat again fuch

difficulties, efpecially as by purfuing our route by the ocean, it would af-

ford us an opportunity of delineating the exterior coafl ; and as Mr. John-

ftone had accompliflied the fervice, which want of health had prevented

my effefting, I direfted every thing to be taken from the fliore, and the

veffels prepared for failing the next morning ; but it was not until mon- Monday 28.

dsy in the forenoon that the wind permitted us to move, when, with a

light air from the north, and with the affiflance of all our boats, we were

enabled to get out of the port which I have named Port Althorp. We
had no fooner arrived in the found than the breeze died away, and the

flood tide obliged us to anchor until one o'clock. At this time a breeze

again fprang up, but being from the s. w., we were employed until mid-

night in turning out of the found. We flood to and fro off cape Crofs

to wait the return of day, in order to carry on the examination of tlie

external coafl fouthward towards cape Decifion, which was now difco-

vered to be either the coafl of a long ifland, or an archipelago extending

to the latitude of 56" 15', and probably further fouth. Near its fouth-

eaflern extremity, I intended to take the firfl convenient fituation that

might offer for the veffels, whilfl the boats were employed in completing
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the Purvey of the fmall portion of the continental fhore that now re-

mained for our examination.

Previoufly however, to my proceeding in this part of my journal, I

fhall (late the fervices performed by Mr. Whidbey during his late excur-

fion, which according to the dire6lions he received commenced on the

forenoon of the 10th from cape Spencer, with very thick foggy unplea-

fant weather ; this inconvenience, in addition to the immenfe numbers of

huge pieces of floating ice, very much retarded his progrefs acrofs the

found. Having at length effefted this objeft, the continental fhore from the

cape above-mentioned was found to take nearly a north direftion for

about 3 leagues to a low pebbly point; n. n.w. from which, five miles

further, a fmall brook flowed into the found, and on its northern fide flood

the ruins of a deferted Indian village. To reach this ftation, the party had

advanced up an arm about 6 miles wide at its entrance, but which had

decreafed to about half that width, and their further progrefs was now
flopped by an immenfe body of compaft perpendicular ice, extending

from fhore to fhore, and connefted with a range of lofty mountains that

formed tac head of the arm, and as it were, gave fupport to this body of

ice on each fide. Their courfe was now direfted acrofs the arm, and

on its eaflern fide, compelled by the inclemency of the weather, the party

lopped until it fhould prove more favorable to their purpofe. Thefe

fhores are compofed of a border of low land, which on high tides is over-

flown, and becomes broken into iflands. Here were erefted two pillars

fixteen feet high, and four feet in circumference, painted white; on the

top of each was placed a large fquare box ; on examining one of them

it was found to contain many afhes, and pieces of burnt bones, which

were confidered to be human ; thefe reli6ls were carefully wrapped up in

fkins, and old mats, and at the bafe of the pillars was placed an old

canoe in which were fome paddles.

The weather in the night was dark with conftant rain, and on the fol-

lowing morning it improved but little; yet as it permitted the party

to fee from point to point, Mr. Whidbey profecuted his refearches, and

found the fhores of the icy barrier taking a direftion s. 53 e. 4^ leagues,

to a point, which I have called Point Wimbledon, lyin^ from

3 cape
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cape Spencer N.53E., diftant eleven miles. In paffing this fpace, they

were obliged to make their way through a great quantity of floating ice,

and between three fmall rocky iflands lying at a little diftance from the

main land, which oppofite to thefe iflands terminates in flcep, rugged,

rocky cliffs. This poi'" forms the north-weft point of entrance into

an extenfive branch of the found extending to the eaftward; its oppofite

point of entrance, which I named Point Lavinia, is the north-

eaft point of port Althorp, and lies from it s. 12 e,, at the diftance of fix

miles. Between thefe points is a group confifting of one low, and two

high rocky iflands, with fome rocks and iflets about them ; from hence

the fliore took a circular direftion to the n. n. e. for about a league, and

formed the weftern entrance of a fmaller branch about 2 miles wide, ex-

tending to the north and north-weftward ; at the entrance of which, in

mid-channel was only found 18 fathoms water; a circumftance we had

been little accuftomed to meet with in our examination of the feveral

branches of this very extraordinary^ country ; as in almoft every other

inftance their depth had been far greater, than we had been provided to

reach. Up this opening the party advanced nearly in a north-weft di-

reftion about 2 leagues, where their further progrefs was nearly flopped

by flioals, rocky iflets, and rocks, extending acrofs the branch, which de-

creafed to about a mile in width, and for the fpace of about two miles, was

occupied by thefe iflets and rocks ; beyond them on the weftern fliore

was a fmaU fhallow opening, that appeared to communicate with one of

a fimilar defcription, and which had been noticed in the other arm a fe\\r

miles below the icy barrier, but was too fhallow to be approached by

the boats. About 4 miles from hence in a northerly direftion this branch

finally clofed, being in moft places greatly encumbered with ice. On
the return of the boats, they were much incommoded by the ftioals that

extend from the north-eaft fide of the arm, to within half a mile of its

fouth-weft fide. About its entrance the foundings were regular, of a

moderate depth, and afforded good and fecure anchorage; but at this

feafon, veflels would be much inconvenienced by the immenfi quantities

of floating ice; this impediment, in addition to the w^eather being again

very foggy, ftopped the progrefs of their refearches early in the after-

li 2 noon,
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noon, and obliged tliem to retire about a league within the entrance on

the eaftern fliore. About ten of the natives in two canoes had been met

with, Avho had condufcled themfelves in a very civil and friendly manner.

Toward the evening and in the night, the ice accumulated fo much as to

threaten dellrudion to the boats, which under the circumftances of their

fituation, could not without inconvenience and delay be hauled on fliore

:

the utnioft vigilance of the party became requifite to prevent their being

damaged, which was happily effefted, though with the lofs of a grapnel,

as the Chatham's cutter had by the ice been unavoidably forced adrift.

This, though an important lofs, (none of the boats having a fpare grap-

nel) was foon compenfated by the ingenuity of Mr. Le Mefurier, who

had the command of the cutter, and who immediately conftrufted one of

wood, that anfvvered the purpofe of an iron one extremely well, during

the reft of the excurfion.

The morning of the 1 2th, though unpleafant, was rather more favo-

rable to their purfuit, which was ftill greatly impeded by the ice. From

the eaft point of this branch, which I have called Point Dundas, fitu-

ated in latitude 58° 21', longitude 224° 1', the coaft takes an irregular

E. N. E. dircftion about feven miles to a point, from whence this branch

of the found appeared to be very extenfive in an e. s. e. point of view,

and was upwards of 3 leagues acrofs. The party proceeded from point

Dundas to this ftation, through a channel from 2 to 3 miles in width,

between the continental fhore, and an idand about feven miles loner and

three miles broad, lying in a n.e. and s.w. direftion. This fpacious

inlet prefented to our party an arduous tafk, as the fpace between

the fliores on the northern and fouthern fides, fecmed to be intirely

occupied by one compaft fheet of ice as far as the eye could diftin-

guifh. V^hilft the boats remained at this point they were vifited by the

natives in feveral canoes, that had come from out a fmall fhallow brook

a little to the weftward of the point. Excepting a few indifferent fea

otter fkins, thefe people brought with them no articles for traffic. To
the north and eaft of this point, the fhores of the continent form two

large open bays, which were terminated by compaft folid mountains of

ice, rifing perpendicularly from the water's edge, and bounded to the

nordi
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north by a continuation of the united lofty frozen mountains tliat extend

eaftward from mount Fairweather. In tliefe bays alfo were great quan-

tities of broken ice, which having been put in motion by ihc. fpringing

up of a northerly wind, was drifted to the fouihward, and forcing the

boats from the northern fhore, obliged them to take fhelter round the

north-eaft point of the above ifland. This made Mr. Wliidbey apprchen-

five, that the ftill apparent conneclcd body of ice from lide to fide, would

at length oblige him to abandon his refearches by this route, unlefs he

(hould find it poflible to force a pafiage through this formidable ob-

ftrudtion.

In attempting this, the party fucceeded far beyond their expe6lations,

for they gained an open navigation, and by four in the afternoon arrived

at a low and nearly round ifland about 2 leagues in circuit, lying from

the former ifland n. 83 e., diftant 3 leagues. This ifland is moderately

elevated, its fhores pleafant and eafy of accefs, and well flocked with

timber, mofl;Iy of the pine tribe. It prefented a much more inviting

appearance than they had been accuflomed to behold, and the wind and

weather being more favorable than for fome time paft, they continued

along the continental fhore, pafllng within fome iflets that lie about a

league to the eaftward of the round ifland, until nine in the evening, when

it became calm, and the party refted for the night at the entrance of a

brook, in a bay on the northern or continental fhore, which from the

round ifland lies s.82 e., diftant ten miles. Here in the morning of the

13th they were vifited by fifteen Indians, men, women, and children,

who conduced themfelves in the moft civil and affable manner, and

took much pains to explain, that they had recently been engaged in a

war with the inhabitants of the fouthern fide of the branch, in which

they had been beaten, and pointed to a delerted village, where thofe of

their comrades who had fallen had been buried. Thefe people appeared

to be a part of a very poor tribe, and hadfcarcelv any thing to difpofe of;

for which reafon Mr. Whidbey made them prefcnts of fome few trivial

articles, which were very thankfully received, and then he refumed his

examination, and found the continent from the lafl; mentioned open bay

compact, and taking a courfe fomewhat irregularly s. 50 e. 7 leagues,

to a point, which I called after the feat of my anccflors, Point Cou-
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VERDEN, where the obferved latitude was 58° 12', longitude 225** 7'.

At the diftance of 2 miles to the north-weft of this point, the party

pafled a fmall cove with an ifland lying before it, and half a league fouth

of the point, a high barren rocky iflet.

The branch that had been thus navigated, was here about five or fix

miles wide, and at this ftation was united with a very extenfive arm,

taking a s.s.e. and n.n.w. direftion. The latter becoming the firftob-

jeft of attention, the boats proceeded to the northward, along the wef-

tern or continental (bore, which in this neighbourhood conftituted a

narrow border of low land, well wooded with ftately trees, moftly of

the pine tribe, behind which ftill extended a continuation of the lofty

fnowy mountains. About two miles to the north of point Couverden

were pafled one fmall ifland and three rocky iflets ; one of which lies

nearly in mid-channel, and having advanced about 4 or 5 leagues up this

arm, the oppofite ftiore that had appeared to be compaft now feemed

to be broken. The progrefs of the party in this purfuit was greatly re-

tarded by a frefli northerly wind, and a conftant ftream fetting againft

them, fo that it was noon on the 1 4th before they reached a point lying

N. 10 M^. from point Couverden; where Mr. Whidbey obferved the lati-

tude to be 58" 35'. From this point the eaftern fliore of the arm ftill

prefented the fame broken appearance, but that along which they had

pafled was firm and compaft, indented with a few coves, and fome iflets

and rocks lying near it. Both fides of this arm were bounded by lofty

ftupendous mountains, covered with perpetual ice and fnow, whilft the

ftiores in this neighbourhood appeared to be compofed of cliffs of very

fine flate, interfperfed with beaches of excellent paving ftone. This

point forms a proje6ling promontory, about a league long, in a norther-

ly direftion, from which the continental fliore ftill continued in the above

line about nine miles, where, near a fmall brook, the party refted for

the night. Moft of the preceding day had been foggy and rainy, the

latter increafed greatly during the night, and detained them until nine in

the forenoon of the 1 5th ; when, having a gentle breeze in their favor,

they proceeded along a ftraight and compaft fliore, and by noon reach-

ed a fmall iflet, where the obferved latitude was 58°54', longitude 224"

47'-
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47'. This iflet is about two miles from the weftern (hore of the main

channel, which ftill continues to be five miles wide. Another iflet lies

to the north, between it, and the fouth point of an ifland about five

miles long and a mile broad, lying along the weftern fhore, and forming

a channel that is about a mile wide, having at its fouthern entrance

(hoals that extend nearly from fide to fide. Up this channel the boats

pafled, and found the continental fhore now take a direftion N.22W.,

nine miles from the above iflet, to a point where the arm narrowed to

two miles acrofs ; from whence it extended ten miles further in a direftion

N.30 w., where its navigable extent terminated in latitude 59° 12', lon-

gitude 224* 3,3'. This ftation was reached in the morning of the i6th,

after pafling fome iflets and fome rocks, nearly in mid-channel. Above

the northernmofl: of thefe (which lies four miles below the flioal, that

extends acrofs the upper part of the arm, there about a mile in width,)

the water was found to be perfeftly frefli. Along the edge of this flioal

the boats pafled from fide to fide in fix feet water, and beyond it, the

head of the arm extended about half a league, where a fmall opening

in the land was feen, about the fourth of a mile wide, leading to the

north-weft^ward, from whence a rapid ftream of frefti water ruflied over

the flioal ; but this, to aU appearance, was bounded at no great diftance

by a continuation of the fame lofty ridge of fnowy mountains fo re-

peatedly mentioned, as ftretching eaft:wardly from mount Fairweather,

and which, in every point of view they had hitherto been feen, ap-

peared to be a firm and clofe-conne6led range of ftupendous mountains,

for ever doomed to fupport a burthen of undiflblving ice and fnow. It

was here remarked, that notwithftanding the quantity of frefti water

which flowed into this arm from the brook jufl; mentioned, the fliores

were perfeftly free from fnow or ice, although they were three fourths of

a degree to the north of thofe parts that had undergone the examina-

tion of the party in the early part of their prefent expedition, where

they had been much annoyed by ice, and it became another inftance of

the local exiftence of thefe fubfiances.

It may reafonably be prefumed that this flream is alone indebted for its

exiftence to the diffolution of the fnow and ice in its vicinity at this fea-

ion
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Ton of the year ; as it feemcd to be too Fnconfiderable, and the adjacent

mountains apj)carcd to be too coinpafl, to admit of its deriving its fourcc

from any other caufc.

Up this brook, the Indian party, which had now accumulated to upwards

of an hundred, gave our gentlemen to underlland, that eight chiefs of

great confequcncc refidcd, and they folicitcd the party, with mucli earneft-

nefs, that they would remain in that neighbourhood fome days, to give

the chiefs an opportunity of paying them a vifit. Inquiries were made

for the chief of the tribe then prefent, but no one of the Indians aflumed

that charafter. Their behaviour was peaceable, civil, and friendly ; but

our party having a more important objetl to purfue than that of recei-

ving new vifitors, declined the propofcd civility, and returned down the

arm, along the eaftern fliore, which was low, indented into fmall bays

and coves, and appeared to be a border that extended from the bafe of

the mountains that lie behind it, and which took a direflion s. 40 e., 4^
leagues to a point that obtained the name of Point Seduction, in

confequcnce of the artful charafcter of the Indians who are faid to refide

in its neighbourhood.

From this point lies a range of fmall idands about four milts in a fouth

direction. The fouthernmofl is a flat barren rock, but on the others,

trees were produced. From hence the oppofite fhore forming the eaft-

ern fide of the arm was about two miles diftant, and at this point a

branch of it extended k. 18 w., about eleven miles; and fliewed that

what had been taken for a low border uniting with the mountains, was a

narrow ftrip of land from one to two miles acrofs. This branch after

winding in a wefterly direftion about 3 miles further, terminated this

extenfive arm in its north-wefterly direftion, by low land formed imme-

diately at the foot of high flupendous mountains, broken into deep gul-

lies, and loaded with perpetual ice and fnow.

Through the low land uniting with the narrow ftrip, flows another

brook, much fmaller than the former, but originating apparently from

a fimilar caufe, the diflblvmg ice and fnow. On this low fpit, as alfo

on the border, feveral very large pine trees were fcen, with fome birch

and fmall alder trees. The examination to this extent occupied the party

until
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until the afternoon of the i6th ; when they returned along the caflern

fhore, wliich, as they advanced to the fouth, became high, llcep, and

craggy.

On this occafion it may not be improper to remark, that tlic upper

part of this arm, which after the place of my nativity, the town of Lynn in

Norfolk, obtained the name of Lynn Canal, approaches nearer to thofe

interior waters of the continent, wliich are faid to be known to the traders

and travellers from the oppofite fulc f)f America, than we had found the

waters of the north pacific penetrate m any former inftance. This ap-

proximation is towards the fouth-wcU fide of the Arathapcl'cow lake, as

laid down in Captain Cook's chart, from which its diftance is about

three hundred and twenty geographical miles; but from the clofe con-

nexion and continuation of the lofty liiowy barrier, fo frequently before

adverted to, trending fouth-eaftward, and nearly parallel to the direc-

tion of the continental fliore, little probability can remain of there being

any navigable communication, even for canoes between fuch waters and

the north pacific ocean, without the interruption of flills, catarafts, and

various other impediments.

The boats were fhortly joined in their way down the canal by a large

canoe, in which there were about twc nty Indians, with a chief who af-

(utned the ciiara6tcr of king or principal chief over all the people refiding

up the brook. He introduced himfelf ina friendly and courteous manner,

made Mr, Whidbey a prefent of a fca otter flcin, and cheerfully received

a luitable return; but like the Indians who had vifited the veffeis, he did

not care to venture himfelf in the power of our party, and nothing could

induce him to get into the yawl, but Mr, Whidbey himfelf going as a

hoflage into his canoe, and there remaining fo long as he might think

proper to flay in the boat. With this requcfl Mr. Whidbey did not

think proper to comply, yet they accompanied our party down the canal,

who in the evening refled for the night on the eaflern ihore, about fi\o

miles to the fouthward of point Seduftion; on their landing, the chief

fliewcd much civil attention, and as he had before done on all occafions,

ufed his utmofl endeavours to 'mprefs our gentlemen with a good opinion

of his fincerity.
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This chief Mr. Wliidbcy reprcfented as a tall thin eliieily man. He
was dielFed in a much more lUpcrb flyle than any chief we had hitherto

feen on this coall, and he fupported a degree of (late confequcnce, and

perfonal dignit)', imufuul to be found amongfl; the chicL of North-Wefl;

America. His external robe was a very fine large garment, that reach-

ed from his neck down to his heels, made of wool from the mountain

Iheep, neatly variegated with feveral colours, and edged, and otherwife

decorated with little tufts, or frogs of woollen yarn, dyed of various co-

lours. His head-drcis was made of wood, much refemblingin its fhape,

a crown, adorned with bright copper and brafs plates, from whence

hung a number of tails or ftreamers, compofed of wool and fur wrought

togcdier, died of various colours, and each terminating by a whole er-

mine flcin. The whole exhibited a magnificent appearance, and indica-

ted a talle for drefs and ornament, that we had not fuppol'ed the natives

of thcfe regions to poflefs.

The very cordial behaviour of thefe new acquaintances did not, how-

ever, prevent Mr. Whidbey from being on his guard, and knowing that

there were many others in the neighbourhood, he caufed every one of

his party to deep in the boats at their grapnels, a little diftance from the

fhore, and gave particular diredions that the watch (hould be vigilantly

attentive, as he had reafon to expeft more of the natives would arrive in

the courfe of the night. In this conje6lure he was not mifl;aken, for at

the next dawn of day it was difcovered, that another large canoe, with

three fmaller ones, had found their way into the cove unperceived by

thofe who were on watch, and at the fame time two other large canoes,

attended by feveral fmaller ones, all full of Indians, were advancing at

no great diftance, and thofe already in the cove, were in motion towards

the boats. On this fufpicious appearance, for they were all armed, and

prepared for hoftilities, Mr. Whidbey took fuch inflant precautions as

were molt likely to repel any attempt that might be in contemplation
;

and by the time our party had increafed their diflance a little from the

fhore, and were prepared to a6l on the deienfive; the chief, who had

(hewn fuch marks of friendly attention during the preceding day and

evening, was, with his followers, alongfide of the yawl, purfuing a mode

of
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of bcliaviour very different to that wliich he had before^ ohrcrvcd. lie

now waited for no invitation, but on his coming alongfide, with an cmpiv

box in his hand, he jumped into the yawl, feeiuingly with no odicr in-

tent than that of plundering the boat : fortunately, however, the awning

being fpread mueh impeded his progrefs, and prevented the rcll of his

companions from following his example, before lie was obliged to retire,

and put off wiUt his canoe. By this time the other canoes had divided

their forces, and had gone againil the other two boats, wlicre they ex-

perienced a fimilar repulfe. Notwithftanding that their numbers had

now increafed to at leafl two hundred ; yet feeing our boats were fo

well prepared, and ready to aft on their defence, they declined making

any further attempt, and feemed to content themfelves with vaunting

only. One chief in particular became very valiant, he was of the laff

party that had arrived, and was in a large canoe full of Indians, who

were well provided not only with fpears, but with feven mufkets, and

fome brafs blunderbuffes, all in mod excellent order. He advanced, and

hailed the yawl with a fpeaking trumpet, whicli he held in one hand,

and had a fpying glafs in the other ; a powder horn was flung acrols his

flioulders, and a clean bright brafs blunderbufs was lying near him, which

he frequently took up and pointed at Mr.Whidbey, in fuch a manner as

evidently fhewed he was no {Iranger to the ufe and management of fuch

weapons ; and b)- his adroitnefs in the ufe of the trumpet and telcfcope,

it would feem that he had not been unfuccefsful in copying this part of

maritime education. Little doubt remained with our party as to the hoftilc

intentions of thefe people, and it was probably a very happy circum-

ftance that they had not been more afclive in carrying their defigns into

effeft ; for, befide the arms already mentioned, each man was provided

with a fliort handy dagger, very conveniently tied round his wrilt. Had

they with thefe weapons affailed our boats, and got poffeffion of them in

the night by furprize, which was evidently what had been meditated,

their projeft might poffibly have been attended with ferious confequences,

if they had poffeffed fufficient courage to have maintained a conteff ; tliis,

however, feemed to be very doubtful, as our boats remained for a fhort

K k 2 time
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time; nearly {latioiiary, waiting their airault,. but this they all thought

proper to 'lecliiic.

ii'Mue chartifcment for fo unprovoked and treaeherous breach of hof-

pituhLy and good faith, might probably have been attended with the

dcfirable e';''tt of i)rcvcnting fimilar aggrefhons in future; but as our

party had received no injiirv from their evil intentions, Mr. Whidbcy

very luunanely dehiled from taking any revenge ; and notwithfhnidfng he

had tliem much in liis puwer, and could not have (ired upon them with-

out making great {laughter, he neverthckis did not avail himfelf of his

fiiuation, but left it at their option to retire, or to become more active

aggreflbrs. By his having direfted his courfe toward mid-channel, the

canoes ^vcre drawn from the fiiore into the middle of the canal, where

tlicy were lels liable to be troublefome, as it had appeared that on all

fitch occafions tliey were defirous of fccuring a retreat, by being near

to the rocks or v/oods. Tlie whole Indian party followed the boats for

about three miles, when tliey gave up their purfuit, and retired, making

a great noife, and holding up fea otter fkins, which they fccmed to

polfefs in great abundance.

With tliis party three chiefs onh' had appeared, although, according

to tlteir own account, the tribe refiding up the brook had belonging to

it, eitjht chiefs. The whole of this party, w'.nch had been collerted at a

very fhort notice, fcenicd to be fighting men, or perfons of that defcrip-

tion, there being neither flriplings nor wotnen amongfl them, excepting

five principal ladies, each of whom, agreeably to the fafhion of the na-

tions of this part of y\merica, fleered and conducted one of the five large

canoes, tlie flation allotted to tiiem in all warlilce enterprizes, as has been

defcribed on a former occafion. By this flrength it will appear, that

if, as it is prefumed, theie were three only, of tlie eight chiefs of the

brook, and that the other five were equally powerful, this mufl be

amongfl the mod numerous tribes we had yet become acquainted with,

on the coal! of North Well America.

The party being at length relieved from thefe very troublefome vifi-

(ors, with the pleafing reflection of not having been driven to the ne-

celfity of depriving any one of liie, purfued their route quietly along tlie

eaflern
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caftern fhore. The wcatlicr was dark and gloomy, and as the day ad-

vanced the wind blew (bong from the (outhward, attended with much

rain. At breakfafl; time a point, called by me Poimt St. Mary's, was

rcarlied in latitude 58". }3^', longitude 225" i>', forming the norili point of

a bay, wliicli I named Bkrners Bay, aboiu 4 miles acrofs, in a dircdion

s. 20 E.. about 5 miles deep to the n. \. i.. From the for.th point of this

bay, which I called Poix r Bridge r, the continentaHhore took a direc-

tion s. :.6 1.., and having advanced about 10 miles pafhiig a fmall ifland,

with fome rocko and iflets about it, the fevcrity of the weather obliged them

to take Ihelter amongft a group of fmall illets, where, during the night,

they experienced a hard gaie from the fouthward, attended with a heavy

rain, which detained them imtil eight in the forenoon of the i8th, when the

party refimied their examination in a channel difficult to navigate, even

for boats ; it being much incommoded with numberlefs rocks between this

proup of iflets and the continent, which flill continued in the direction

before mentioned. Beyond thefe iflets to the weflward, lies a larger

ifland, and from the (here of the main land, a fliallow bank extends nearly

half a league, commencing about a league from the place at which the

party had flept t)ie night preceding. In pafhng through this intricate

na\is:ati()n, fmokes were fecn in various directions, and many Indians were

obfij-rved about the fhores, along which tlie party having now advanced

about five miles, they came to the north point of a fmall bay where the

fhoal bank terminated. Mere they flopped to dine in exceflively cold

rainy weather, with a ftrong gale of wind from the fouthward. From
this flation the fouth point of the large ifiand, which in a k. w. and s. l.

direction is about fix miles long, and about two miles broad, lies

N.77 w., diffant two miles and a half, and forms tk.e north j)oint of a

cliann 1 into the main arm, about a mile and three quarters wide ; the

fouth point of this channel being alfo the well point of a narrow branch

leading to the foutli-eafl. After dinner, accompanied hx a canoe and

twelve Indians, the route of the party was directed up this fotith-eaflern

branch, but their progrcfs in conft-quence of the very bad weather was

rendered extrem.ely flow, and towards the evening they had the further

mortification of being joined by another large canoe full olTndians.

As
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As the day declined widi cveiy profpcfl of a difmal boiftcrous niglit.

the party anxioully looked out for fome place of flicker, and endea-

voured to get rid of the Indians by firing foine muflvCts over their heads:

but indead of this meafure having the defired effeft, it feemed onlv to

make diem more daring, and encouraged them to advance nearer to the

boats. Thus unpleafanily circumflanced, they continued at their oars

until ten at nighi, without having gained more than 4 miles from the

place where they liad dined, and without die molt dillant probability of

the Indians taking their leave. Although this branch had every appeai--

ance of being clofcd not I'ar a-head, yet as Mr. Whidbey wiflied to afcer-

tain that fact pofitively, the party lleered for die fhore with an intent ol

there palhng the night; this the Indians pe-ceived, made the bed of their

way thidier, and got poffelTion of the beach before them, where they drew

up in battle arra\', with their fpears coiirhed ready to receive our people

on landino-. There was now no alternative but either to force a landin"

bv firing upon them, or to remain at their oars all night. The latter

Mr. W'hidbev confidered to be not only the moll lunnane, but the moll

prudent meafure to adopt, concluding that their habitations wcve not

far dirtant, and believing them, from the number of finok'^"; that had

been feen during the da\', to be a verv numerous tribe. So lar as the

branch had been difcernible before dark, which was not more than a

mile wide, there was every reafon to think its termination had been

feen ; but fliould the ])arty have been deceived, it was here infinitely too

rocky and dangerous to be confidered as navigable for fhipping, and for

that reafon unworthy any further examination, at the rifk of a ferious

difpute with thefe troublefome people. Tliefe confiderations determined

Mr. Whidbey to return through the channel above-mentioned into the

main canal, where about the dawn of day on the igth the boats arrived

at a point which obtained die name of Point Retreat, fituated in

latitude .38" 2 1', longitude 1:25" 12'. Here they {lopped to take fome

reft, and having breakfalled, Mr. Whidbey, ahhough in fome meafure

departing from the fcrupulousexaftiiefs with which our i'urvey had been

hitherto condutied, became fatisfied that the branch he had thus quitted,

was but barely na\igable for boats, and therefore purfued his refearchcs

about

ki<'\.
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about fixteen miles, to a point called by mc Point Marsdfn, along

the eafhrrn fliore of the canal, concluding it to be the continent, taking ^

a diret}ion s. g k. ; it is conipofed of kind, very moderately elevated,

covered with fine timber, chiefly of the pine kind, and terminating at

the water-fide, with alternate deep rocky cliHs and fiiuill fandv bays,

with a few detached rocks and iflcts lying near it. The wind was ftill

boificrous, with thick, rainy, unpleafant weadier, fo that they could

feldom fee a mile beibrc them ; the)- were, however, fometimes favored

by a light northerly wind, with which, on the 20th, they advanced about

10 leagues further, flill finding the eaflern fliore compact, and the coun-

try of a fimilar defcription to that they had pafTed the preceding day.

Here, at a point in latitude 57",'37', longitude 20.3" 2(/, which I called

Point Parki.r, the party took up their abode for the night, which

was very rainy ; but in the morning of the 2 ill: the weather became fair,

and gave them a diltincl view of the furrounding regi:)n. It was Caen

that they were advancing in a very fpacious ftrait or channel, to all ap-

pearance free from interruption ; its weflern fhore, difl.ant (even miles,

appeared to confifl; of an extenfive traft of land, or a large group of

illands, that feemed to form channels, which took a wedcr!)' direftioii

towards the ocean ; the latter appearing the mofl probable, 1 have ho-

nored this country with the name of King Gkorge tiu; Third's

Archipelago.
The flood-tide, although of fliort d.i .'ion, not running nv-re than two

hours, had, fince their palFing to the fcvih of the fpacious branch, com-

municating with Crofs found, bc' n .-egularly obferved to come from the

louihward, and flongly indicated thr.t 'i'is cliannel likewife communica-

ted wiUi the ocean in a foutherly d'rciLiion. .^s the weather was now

favorable to that purfuit they loll .. limo, but flul kc'.^t along the eaflern

fliore, which, from point Parkci', took a general direction s.7 k. indent-

ed into fevcral finall bavs : the fiiores are low, .md at liigh tide are much

divided bv the water. A league to the s.i:. of point Parker, in one of

thcl'e bays, is an opening about the eighth part of a mile wide, where

many of the natives in their canoes were alfembkd, and IVom the treat-

ment our party had lately received, it was neceflar; that their fire-arms
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flioulfl be in rcadinefs, but as fcme of them had been loaded many days

Mr. Wliidbey ordcrf^d tliem to l)e difeluirged into tlic air ; this foon af-

ter profhiced a return of nearly an (>qiuil number from the Indians on

fhore ; but as the boats approaehed the ojjening. tlic canoes were all

haftily paddled off by the natives, and foon difappeared.

In the entrance .3 Ruhoms water was found, and alter advancing about

half a mile it proved to be only a fliallow rocky place, having a fmall

part of its fouthern fide an idand at high water. On each fide of the

entrance fome new habitations were conflrufting, and for the firfl time

during our intercourfe with the North V\'ell: American Indians in ihe vi-

cinity of thefe habitations, were found fome fquare patches of ground in

a (late of cultivation, producing a plant that appeared to be a fpeeies oi'

tobacco; and which, we underftood, is by no means uncommon amongfl

the inhabitants of Queen Charlotte's idands, who cultivate much of this

plant. On the return of the boats the Indians again made their ap-

pearance in a large body, headed b)' a chief ^vho manifefled a friendlv

difpohiion, by frequently taking up and laying down his mulkct. and

makins: fiij^ns that thofe in the boats (hould do the fame. On this beino

complied with, he fent a ^'Oung man drelfed in a fcarlet coat and l)Iue

trowfers to in\ ite our party on fliore; but Mr.Whidbev tliought proper

to decline the intended ei\'ilit)', but gave the melTenger to uiiderfland lie

wanted foinefifh; on which the voung man, though not without fome

hefitation, got into the vawl, and difpatchcd his canoe for the purpofe of

obtaining a fupply. If was no' long before the canoe returned with

fome fmall herrings, for which they were well rewauled : and no fooner

was this intelligence known on fliore, tlian the whole tribe were in moiion,

and in tlie courfe of a few minutes the boats were furrounded by upwards

of five hundred Indians of all ages and both fexes, feemingly with no other

intent than that of carrying on a fair and briflv traffic. This crowd

however became very unpleafant, and on Mr. Whidbey pointing out to

the chief that the throng was inconvenient to our party, he made a Ihort

harangue to the furrounding multitude, and they all returned to t!ie fliore;

the chief followed his people, and fent an abundant fupply of fiiJi to the

boats.

1 ' 1
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boats, for wliich kindnefs a handfome reward was fcnt back, and Mr.

Whidbcy purfued his refearchcs.

About ten milts from point Parkrr, u projccling point was pafled,

which I called 1'oint Samui. i,, this lornis die north point of Hood's bay,

which is about a league and a lialf acrols, having fome iflands nearly in its

center. On the ibuth point of this bay the party Hopped to breakfad, and

\\ere vifited by fourteen canoes from the Indian tribe they had lall feen,

in none of which were more than four pcrfons. Their errand feemed

purely for the purpofe of trading, in which they conducted thcmfelves

with the grcatefl good humour, and the ilricteil honeOy ; and (eemed to

be infinitely more inclined to difpofe of their fea otter Ikins, dian of their

fifh. Of the former they hatl great abundance, and many were thrown into

the boats, for which they thankfully received any trifling article of wear-

ing apparel in return. Mr. Whidbey defcribed their canoes as not mate-

rially differing from the general fafliion of thole of Nootka, and the parts

to the north-weft of diat place, although they were better contrived, far

more ferviceable, and infinitely neater than any of diat fort which he

had feen on this coall. From thefe people he underflood, that the wcft-

crn coaft was compofed of feveral iflands which they had lately parted

Un-ough, and had traded with veffels in fome port on the exterior coafl,

from whence they procured mofl of the European connnoditics they had

about them, confifting chiefly of wearing apparel ; of which, coats and

cloth trowfers feemed by them to be preferred to e\ery other article,

excepting arms and ammunition : copper and iron being reduced to a

very inferior value.

Quitting this flation Mr. V/hidbey continued his furve\ along liic eall-

cv.i Ihore, Hill in the diretlion of s. 7 1. ; two fniallcr bays were now pallcfi.

and off the points of each of them, iflcis and rocks were I'ccn King at a

little diflance. In the evening a point was reaihed in latitude ^-5-" i;

.

near which the party reflcd for the night ni a finall cove. Soon after

(kirk they were vilited by fome Indians, who on being given to under-

liaiid that dieir company was not defired, quietly departed. Here they

evidently experienced the oceanic (well rolling from the foutliward: and

after proceeding the next morning 13 miles, .s. 10 r.., they arrived ai a
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point, from whence a clear and diftinft view of the fea was gained, be-

tween the high land of cape Decifion, lying s. 9 e., and the fouth ex-

tremity of the land, forming the wellern fide of thcfe flraits lying fouth.

Here Mr. Whidbey obferved the latitude to be 57° i', longitude 225°

39'. The fhorcs of the caftern fide, along which they had pafled fince

the morning of the 19th, were confidered in general tj3 be not more

than moderately high, and terminating uniformly in a bold fhore, free

from flioals or other interruptions to navigation; excepting, that the

flood tide is of fliort duration, the ftream having been generally found

to fet downwards. The furface of the country is compofed of rygged

rocks, but in their chafins was a tolerably good foil, which produced an

abundance of very fine timber of the pine tribe in greal variety, fome of

which trees meafured twenty-three feet in girt; but the oppofite fhore

feemed to be compofed of rugged mountains lefs fertile, and rifing by a

more deep afcent from the water fide. From this point, which obtained

the name of Point Gardner, in a direftion s. 23 e., lie fomc rocks

and a fmall ifland, the former at the diftancc f^f three quarters of a mile,

and the latter at that of three miles. It forms alfo the fouth- weft point

of entrance into another very fpaciou.s arm of the fea, that takes a di-

rection toward the n.e., where, after continuing their examination for

about 10 miles along its larboard or north-weftern fliore, off which lie

many detached rocks ; the party reftcd for the night near a point which

I called PoiN'T Tovvnsiiend.

In the morning of the 23d the weather was again dark and gloomy; it

however permitted them to fee, that the furrounding regions were too

much dividfd by water, to admit of the moft diflant probability of their

being able to complete their furvey up to cape Decifion, during this expe-

dition ; the party having already been abfent the length of time for which

they had been provided, and being now diftant upwards of an hundred and

twenty miles from t.u vef;< i.s. Mr. Whidbey was therefore obliged to

decline any further profecution of his refearches, and to make the beft of

his way back to Croi . found. They had now a ftrong gale from the eaft-

ward, which afLer they had pafTed point Gardner veered to the s.e., greatly

increafed, and was attended with hea\'y rain ; but as it was fair, and juft

3 permitted



ROUND T M E WORLD.
permitted the boats to carry their clofe-rccred forclails, tlicy made great

progrefs until the yawl's mafl: was carried away, which compelled ihem

to Hop in a fmall cove to repair the damage. Here they embraced an

opportunity of taking fonic rerredinient of whicii they Hood in great

need, as they were all extremely wet and very cold. Soon after quilling

this place, they paffed clofe by the village of friendly Indians, but not one

of them was fecn, and it is moll probable that the badnefs of .he weather had

confined them to their habitations. At the time of flarting from the cove,

Mr. Whidbey had intended to avail himfelf of the favorable gale, by run-

ning all night; but by eleven o'clock the atmofphere became fo thick,

and the night fo dark, that he was obliged to abandon that deiign, and

take fhelter in a fmall cove on the eaflern (hore, 21 leagues from point

Gardner. On the following morning the weather was calm, fair, and

pleafant; but the preceding gale had left behind it a fliort irregular fwell,

which rendered their paflage acrofs the fhaits, fo extremely tedious and

flow, that they did not reach the fouth-calt point of die branch leading

into Crofs found until near noon ; when from this point, which obtained

the name of Point Augusta, and is fituated in latitude 58" 3-|-', longi-

tude 225° 10', their courfe was direfted along the fouth-wed fhore; but

the continued agitation of the water, fo obflru6led their rowing, that

they had not advanced more than 2 leagues, before it was time to halt for

the night.

The weather continued to be calm and pleafant, and as they again

proceeded on the morning of the 25th, this fide of the branch was found

to be compofed chiefly of rocky cliffs, with iflcts and detached rocks, ly-

ing at fome diftance from the fhore, which was compatl, not very high,

but well covered with wood, taking a direftion k. 60 w., 17 miles, to a

point which I called Point Sophia ; forming the north-eaft point of

entrance into a deep found, which I named Port Frederick, about

a league wide, in an eaft and wefl dire6lion, winding to the fouthward,

and apparently much divided by water. From the wefl fide of this

found the fhore took a more northerly direftion, with fome iflets King

ncai it, to a pomt, which is the northern extremity of this luppofed ar-

chipelago, and which obtained the name of Poin v Adolp h r s. fituated
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in laiitud(.' 38" 18', longitude 22 i"
28^'- This point tlir party reached

in the evcMiiiis^, and about a league to the fouth-well of it they relied for

tlienigiit in a I'Miall eove under a high liill, where a box was found about

four feet fquare, ])hieed in)on wooden pihars about fix feet from the

ground, 'lliis b<xx eontained the remains of a human body very care-

fulh' wra[)p(:d u]), and by its fide was erected a pole about twenty feet

high, jxiinttd in horizontal fheaks red and white; the colours were frefh

and lively, and from the general neatnefs of the whole, it was fuppofed

to be the fepulchre of ib:nc chief. The next morning in making the beft

of their way towards the velfels, the fouthern fliore was found from point

Adolphus, to contain many open bays, and to take an irregular courfe

about s. 77\v., I'evcntcen miles and a half to point La\inia. In this

route the\' palled to the fouth of the group of rocky iflands, noticed on

tlie 1 ith at point Wimbledon. Thefe iflands form a kind of termination

to Crofs found, and almoll feparate it from the pafTage to the ocean

which had now been difcovered ; but between thefe iflands and the fliores

that form tlie northern and ibuthern fides of entrance into this fpacious

branch, tlierc are two narrow channels; the northernmofl: being the

wided is near a mile acrofs, the fouthernmoft is about half that width,

both of which are free from rocks, ihoals, or any other impediments,

exceptmg the large malfes of floating ice, which at that time rendered

each of thefe channels \ery dangerous to navigate, although in the fum-

mer feafon ; and in the winter, thev arc moft probably intirely clofed, or

impaflable. The fhores of that branch had the appearance of affording

fome good harbours, but thefe muft neceflarilv be greatly inconveni-

enced by the ice. which did not appear to Mr. Whidbey and his party, to

have been much diminifhed in the courle of the fortnight they had been

abfent, although thev had not experienced quite fb much difficulty in

paffmg through it on their return, as on their outfet, which was aceom-

pliflied as before fhited, having, notwiihftanding the extremely fevere and

boifterous weather that iiad generally prevailed, completed in about fix-

teen days a traverfe of upwards of five hundred miles.

Such being the refult of Mr. Whidbey's refearches, I fliall now pro-

ceed to notice fuch circumftances refpefting the port in which the vef-

fels
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fds had taken tlicir (lation, and the ncigb.bouring fliores of Crofs found,

as fell under my obfervation.

AUhough the exillence of this fpacious arm of the ocean has been pub-

hcly denied by fomc vihtors fubfcquent to its original difcovery by Cap-

tain ("ook, vet in common judice to the abihties of that able navigator,

it mufl lie obferved that lie lias given a much more accurate defcription

of it, than from the tranfitory diihmt view he liad of it, might have been

reafonably cxpefted. The recent examination it lias now imdergone

has however fhewn, that cape Crofs is not precifely its foiith-ealtern

point of entrance, as from that cape a trafct of low rocky land extends

in a north diretlion about feven miles to a point, from whence the fouth-

ern fhore of the found takes a fliarp turn about n. 40 k., and conditutes

that as the fout!i-eaft point of entrance, to which I have given the name

of Point Bingham-, it lies from cape Spencer s. 17 e., didant ten

miles, and affords a bold entrance into the found, without rock, fhoal,

or any permanent obllacle. This appears to be the cafe alfo in every

other part of the found, and if it do poffefs any navigable objeftion, iti?

the unfathomable depth of it, which every where exiils, excepting verv near

the fhores, along which, in manv places are detached rocks ; thefe how-

ever lie out of the way of its navigation, and arc fulhcientlv confpiciious

to be avoided.

The northern fhores of this found from cape Spencer to point Wim-
l)ledon, which I confidcr as its boundary in that quarter, have been al-

ready noticed in the account of Mr. Whidbey's excurfion ; and as I con-

ii'.ler point Lavinia to be its eadern boundary, there yet remains to ilixic

of what its fouth-eadern part is compofed.

Between the above-mentioned eaftcrn boundary and point Ringiiani,

on that fide, there are two openings : the firft lying from point Bingham

N. 60 K., diRant four miles, appeared to be about a mile and a quarter

^^•ide, and to take a direMion s. 30 f,. for fome diflance. This was nor.

examined by us, but will mofi: likely be found to afford anchorage and

lecure fhelter ; the other is the port Althorp which \vc had lalt quitted.

This has its fouth point of entrance, which has obtained the name of

Point Luc an, fituatcd in the fame line of direftion, ten miles from

point
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point Bingham. From point Lucan, in a dirc6lion about N.w., lies a

narrow high illand, about ts.o miles and a quarter in length ; and between

its i'outh-call point and point Luean there are two fmail idets, which ren-

der that pafTage not fo commodious for failing in and out of the port, as

that by which we had entered, being to the north of ti\at idand, between

it, and the weilcrn part of a duller of three fmall iflands, which extend

about two miles from the cadern fide of the port. This channel is

clear, free from danger, and is about a mile and a quart r in width, with

a tolerably fnug cove, jufl within its north-welt point of entrance, where

we anchored, and remained during our Hay. The high narrow ifland

affords great proteclion to the northern part of this port, which, oppo-

fite to that iilarid, is about two miles and an half wide; but nearly in the

middle of the harbour, and oppofite the fouth point of the ifland are

fome detached rocks ; and at point Lucan, which is fituated from the

fhip's cove s. 23 e., four miles and an half diftant, the width of the har-

bour is two miles, from whence it extends s. 36 h., about 2 leagues, and

terminates in a bafon, that aflbrds good and fecure anchorage, the

bell paffage into which is on the eallern fhore. The cove in which the

(hips were ftationed ailorded good anchorage alfo, but it was not fo

well flieltered as t!ie bafon, nor was there any frefli water in it that

could eafily bc; procured ; a difadvantage that can be readily done away

by re'o: ring to a ifream of excellent water clofe at hand, on the eaftern

fhore, where our caflcs were filled in the boat. The furrounding coun-

try is chiefly compofed of a rugged rocky fubflance, covered with a forelt,

confifting in general of pine trees ; and where the lleep acclivities do not

forbid their growth, they were feen down to the water's edge.

The weather, for the mofl; part, during our continuance in port was

boifterous, rainy, and unpleafant, which allowed but few opportunities

for making aflronomical obfervations. The refults, however, of fuch as

we were enabled to procure, are as follow : (viz.)

On the 1 2th of July, in Crofs found, the chronometers Oiewed the fol-

lowing longitudes
;

(viz.) Arnold's No. 14, 223° 55'; Arnold's No. 176,

224° 4-i-'
; and Kendall's, 224° .\i'. The true longitude being 223° g;^', it

appeared
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appeared that No, 14 was corrcft, and that No. 176 and Kendall's were

«>ach of them 9' 30" to the eallward of the true longitude.

B}' twenty (ets of ohfervations, taken hetween the 12th

and 2Cjth of July, Arnold's No. 14 was found to be fad of

mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 26lh,

And gaining, per day, at the rate of

Arnold's No. 176 fafl of meantime, on the (ame day,

And gaining, per day, at the rate of

Kendall's, fall of mean time, on ditto,

And gaining, per day, at the 1 te of

The latitude of the place of obi nion, b\' three meri-

dional altitudes, - - - /j8° 12'

The mean yariation, by four conipaHes and forty-four fets

of obfervations, differing from 27" 32' to 32° 42', fliewed

4^ 29'
7

'-'3

.9 51 ^5

8 58 24

25 8

the variation to be -

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle.

Marked end, North Face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the magnetic needle,

30°

79" 28' 20"

79 3G 40

77 15

79 35

78 58 35
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CHAPTER X.

Proceed to Ihcfouthxoard along the exterior coajl of King George the Third's

archipelago—Arrixc in port Conclujion—Tranfaclions there—Tioo boat

excurfiom—Complete the farvcy vf the continental Jhorcs of North-We/t

America—AJlronomical and nautical obfervations.

\J U R attention being now tlircciccl to the furvey of the exterior coall

oi George the Third's archipelago, at the dawn of day. on the 2gth,

with a fre[h wcllerJy bree/e, we made I'ail along the ihore, to the fouth-

ward ; cape Crofs bearing by compafs n'. 68 1.., didant four or five

miles. From this cape the coall takes a direftion s. 31 1:., abont 7 leagues

to another promontory, that obtained the name of Capk Edward ;

off which lies a duller of fmall iflets and rocks. The coafl between

thcfe capes is much broken, and has feveral openings in it that appear-

ed likely to ailbrd fheltcr ; but the vail number of rocks and fmall idets,

Ibme producing trees, and others intirely barren, that extend to the

dillance of three or four miles from the fliore, will render the entering of

fuch harbours unpleafant and dangerous, until a more competent know-

ledge of their feveral fituations may hereafter be acquired : that which

appeared to be the eafiell of accefs, lies about two leagues to the north-

ward of cape Edward, and as it is in latitude 57° 44', I was led to con-

fuler this opening as Portlock's harbour. We did not reach cape Ed-

ward until the afternoon, as the weflerly breeze was foon fucceeded by

faint variable airs, that blew direftly towards the fliorc, which was vi-

fible only at intervals, owing to the thick foggy and rainy weather, and

which rendered the view wc had obtained of this part of the coait, by

JIO
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no means fatisHiftory. During tlie night the wind fettled in the wfRein

quarter, notvviihUanding which, by its blowing gently, ourdiftance from

the fliore was increafed to about 3 leagues, and at day-light the next morn-

ing, cape Edward bore by compafs n. 27 w., diflant twelve miles ; from

whence the coad; bends more to the eaflward, and takes a direflion about

S.30 E., to a verv confpicuous opening, which I fuppofod to be tliat reprc-

fented in fomc late publications, as fej)arating the land on which mount

Edgcumbe is fitnated from theadjacent (bores, and named the Bay of Iflands

by Captain C^ook, who imagined at the time he pafTcd it. that fuch a fepa-

ration did exid. We were ojjpohtc to this bay about eight in the morning,

but the intermediate fpace between the bay of Iflands and ca])e Edward

was palled in very thick foggv weather ; tliis difadvantage, in addition to

the diftance wc had been fro«n the land, mav fubjetl the delineation of that

fliore to fome error. Near the land forming the fouthern fide of the bay

of Iflands are feveral fmall iflets, and from the fouth point of the bay, which

I called Point Amklia, the coall extends s.51.. fixteen miles, to

cape Edgcumbe, having nearly in the middle of that fpace an opening,

with two fmall iflets lying before it, and prefenting an appearance of a

good harbour, wdiich I called Port Mary; the other parts of t lie

coafl that were pafTed at the diflance of about a league, are indented

with fmall open bays.

As the day advanced a brifk gale from the n.vv. attended us, with

fair and plcufant weather, which enabled us to afcertain the fhip's fitua-

tion. At noon the latitude was found to be 57" ly, longitude 224° 19'.

The mod northern part of the coafl at this time in fight bore by com-

pafs N.N.w.
; port Marv n. 22 f.., eight miles diflant; and cape Edg-

cumbe s. 80 1 i, four or five miles diflant. This cape, by the fame ob-

lervations was found to be in latitude 57" 2', longitude 224° 25^, which

is one mile to the fouth and eighteen miles and an half to the eafl-

ward of its fituation, as fiatcd by Captain Cook. We had now alfo a

very good view of mount Edgcumbe, and notwithflanding that it mufl

be confidered as high land, yet it was intirely free from fnow, and

leemed to us but an inconfiderablc hill, when compared with the

mountains we had generally feen, extending along the fliores of this

Voj . III. M m continent.
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«7o»' continent. Cape Edgcumbe Forins the noiih-wcfl point of a fpacious

c ->— -> opening, that branches into rcveial arms, and is called by Mr. Dixon

Norfolk Sound ; its oppofite or fouih-eall; point, ^\•hich I have dif-

tinguiflied by the name ol Point Wood house, lies from the cape

s, 50 I.., at the diflance of fcventecn miles. One of the northern

branches of the found, by its communication with the bay of Iflands

makes, it feems, the intermediate part of the fi?a-coaft an ifland. On
the northern fide of the found, two leagues within cape Edgcumbe,

are, what appeared to us, two iflands, and n.k.w. from point VVood-

houfc, lies an extenfivc group of iflets and rocks that extend three or

four miles from the (hore, which, from that point, with little variation,

takes a rourfe S.36J.. This part ol" the coafl: is much broken into

fmall openings, with iflets and detached rocks lying oH' it. We had ad-

vanced about fixtcen miles only from point Woodhoufe at eight in the

evening, after which, the night was paffed in ufing our endea\ )urs to

retain our llation near this part of the coall ; but we found ourfelves on

Thur.a.ivji, ihurfday morning, much luriher from the land than we had expeded ; we

liad, however, a favorable breeze IVoin the wellward, with which we

flood towards the fliorc, but the weather becoming tliick and foggy, we

were under the necelfity to haid off the coafl until ten in the forenoon,

when the land being again vilible, about four miles from us, werefumed

our exatnination, pulling Ibme finall openings, with leveral iflets and de-

tached rocks lying near to them; but of whieli we were precluded any

diflincl view by the ha/inefs of the weather.

This difadvantage had attended us ahuofl generally fince our depar-

ture from Crofs found, and although I have reafon to believe that we

Jiad nearly afcertained the general line of the coafl, yet it is pofhble

that there may be openings or harbours that we were unable to notice,

as circuniftances would not admit of our devoting fiilhcicnt lime to a

more minute examination.

By noon we had paffed the fbuth extremity of this archipelago, which

wa.s now found to llretch a few miles further fouth than Mr.Whidbey

had eltimated ; our obfervations placed it in latitude 56'' 10', longitude

225" 37 a- It touflltutcs a very remarkable promontory, that terminates

in
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in a hi,(^li blulT roc'kv cliiT, with a round. lii,i;li, rockv iflct lying cIoRmo

it, and by its fliorcs on its callcrn li<le takinir a Huup uoithcrly dnetiion,

it becomes a vcrv narrow point of land, wliicli lia\ ing bcrn l("cn by

Captain Coliictt in his mc rmnti'.c c\pcdiiion to this roall. \Nas I)v liirn

named Cape Ommanoy, and the opening betwein it iwvl capi' Dv.H'i(ion,

thrill ian Sound.

Our conjcthires ofToon finding a port in this nciidiljonrhood. did not

long remain unconfirmi-d, for alter advancing - or 8 nnles iVoni cape

Onnnanev, we difcovered on the eaOern fliore ol the archipelago an

opening that took a fouih-well direction; and us it a])peared likelv tn

anl'werall our purpofes we worked into it, with a tVelh breeze dneclly

aiiainll us until leven in the evening; when we anchored off a cove about

half a league within the entrance of the haibcnir. On fri<la\' niorninir the

iflofaugufl the vefl'els were moored head and Hern in this cove, there

not being flillicient room for diem to fwing; and whilR thole on board

were fo employed, accompanied by Mr. W'hidbey and Mr. Johnflone,

/"who were each to undertake a dilHn61; expedition, and by which means

we entertained the ho}>e of being enabled to conned the furveys of the

|)rcfcnt, with thofe of the two preceding feafons) I rowed to the entratice

of the port, in order to be better able to arrange the mode of condu6f ing

that l"er\ice: this appea.cd to be no (bfficult talk, as there were two

given points before us, and both were nearly in view. The one was cape

Dccilion, where our examination of the continental fliore had finiflu-d

the former fealon, and the other was point Gardner, from whence Mr.

Whidbey had returned on his lall excurfion from Crofs found. Mr.

Whidbev was directed to recommence his refearches from that point,

whilft Mr. Johnllone proceeded to cape Decifion, there to begin his ex-

amination along the eaflern fliore of the found northward, until the two

jxtrties fhould meet, or be otherways informed by notes which each partv

was to leave in conlpicuc^us ])Iaccs for the government of the other,

lit fcribing tl'e extent of their rifpetlive furveys.

The fpace now to be exjilored occupied about a degree of latitude,

and although I hoped that the exatnination of it with tolc-rable weather,

would not employ the boats more than a week
; yet in order that it fhould
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not be Icftunaccompliflu'd for want of" provifions, each of the parties v\-a.9

provided for a foriiiiglit. The Difcovery's yawl and large cutter was

to proceed with Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Swaine; and the Chatham's

cutter, and the Difcovery's fmall cutter, with Mr, Johnftone and Mr.

Barrie; with this arrangement both parties departed early in the morning

Saturday 3. of the 2d, ill tlic profecutiou of their refpedive purfuits.

The ftation we had taken, tliough fufficiently commodious for our

purpofe, was extremely folitary; there were no inhabitants on the adja-

cent fhores, nor was there the fmalleH, appearance of any part of our

neighbourhood being a place of their rcfort, fo that our time was not

likely to be very intcreflingly employed, or our attention diverted from

fuch nccelfiiry concerns as the ordinary fervices of the veflels now re-

quired. Thefe confilled principally in repairing our fails and rigging in

the bed manner we were able. This had now become a bufinefs of con-

Ilant employment. Some of the carpenters were caulking, others cut-

ting fuch fpars and timbers for plank as were wanted ; and the brewers on-

fliore were making fpruce beer, which with a little famphire, and fome

halibut, caught with our hooks near the entrance of the harbour, were the

only refrefliments the place afforded.

The five following days we had light variable winds, attended by much

Fridays. rain; but the weather being more pleafant on friday, I was employed in

making a furvey ofthe harbour. Its fouthern point of entrance is fitu-

ated N. 15 E,, about 2 leagues from cape Ommaney, its oppofite point

lying N.7 vv., 2 miles dillant. The depth of water in mid-channel be-

tween thefe points is y^ fathoms, but decreafes^ to 8 or 10 clofe to the

(liores, without rocks or fands, excepting near the points, which are

fufficiently evident to be avoided. South s. w., about half a mile from

the north point of entrance, is a moft excellent and fnug bafon about a

third of a mile wide, and half a mile long; but its entrance is by a very

narrow channel half a mile in length, in a dire6lion s. 70 w., with fonic

iflets and rocks lying off its fouth point; thefe are fleep nearly clofe to

them, as are the fhores on both fides, which vary from a fixth to a twelfth

of a mile afunder, with a clear navigable paflage from 8 to 12 fathoms

deep in the middle, and ^^
fathoms oa the fides. The foundings are to-

lerably
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lerably regular in the bafon, from 30 in ilic mitldlr, to 10 fathoms

clofe to the ftiorcs. Immediately within its north point is a fine fandy

beach, and an excellent run of water, as is the cale alfo at its head, with

a third fandy beach juft within its fouth point of entrance. In the vici-

nity of thefe beaches, cfpecially the firft and third, is a (inall extent of

low land ; bui the other parts of the fhores are conipofed of llccj) rugged

cliffs on all fides, furrounded by a thick fored of pine trees, which grew

with more vigour there than in the other parts of the harbour. I'loni

its entrance to the head, it extends about a league in a direction s. 33 w.,

free from any interruption, although it is inconvenient from its great

depth of water. Near the fouthern fide of entrance lies a fmall iflet and

fome rocks, but thefe arc intircly out of the way of its navigation. Tiie

foundings cannot be confidered as very regular, yet the bottom in general

is good ; in fome places it is flony, in others fand and mud; but in the

cove where the vcflels were at anchor the bottom is rocky. The head of

this cove approaches within the fourth of a mile of the head of another

cove, whofe entrance on the ouifide is about 2 miles to the fouth of the

fouth point of this harbour. In the entrance of that cove the depth is 7

fathoms, weeds were feen growing acrofs it, and to the north of it is a

fmall iflet with fome rocks. The furrounding fliores are generally fleep

and rocky, and were covered with wood nearly to the water's edge, but

on the fides of the adjacent hills were fome fpots clear of trees, and

chiefly occupied by a damp moifl^ moorifli foil, in which were feveral

pools of water. The furface produced fome berry bufhes, but the fruit

at this feafon of the year was not ripe. This little information I pro-

cured from fome of our gentlemen, who had made fome excurfions

about the neighbourhood. In the above cove on the wefl fide were found

a few (^eferted Indian habitations, which were the only ones that had

been met with. Our not having been vifiled here by any of the natives,

Wiis rather a mortifying circundlance, as they generally occafioned us

fome entertainment, and frequently added fome variety to fuch refredi-

ments, as by our own elibrts we were enabled to procure.

I-'rom the 9th to the 13th the weather had been moftly boiflerous, Wcdnef. 13.

uni'ettled, and rainy ; this kind of weather fince our arrival had pre-

vented
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vented our mi»kin(T niiv hinnr obfen'atious, but had aflordcd me fuflicuMU

op|)o» lunitics for alit-riaining very latisfatlorily the rates of the clnono-

meters, by fueh meaiis as were in my power on board, not having creel-

ed the obfervatorv on Ihore; for as a convenient fituation could not be

found near the (hip, and as I was in hopes we lliould not long be de-

tained at this ilation, 1 was not particularly anxious to land tiie inllru-

nients; and under tlu- circumilances of the weather, I had not nuuli t(»

regret that they had remained unremoved.

Other objects began to claim our fcrious attention. The plan that I had

adojHed lor drawing our laborious examination of this coall to a coiiclu-

lion. bv the furvcvs on which the boats were now employed, 1 had fuliv

ex])e(ted would have been accomj)li{hed in a week or ten days at the fur-

thelK but the whole time for which the)' had been provided was now ex-

pired, and the 1 ;5ih arrived without bringing any relief to our very anxious

concern for their welfare. This unpleafant Hate of fufpenle coniinuallv

brought to our recollection the various untoward accidents to which our

expeditions in fuel; fmall open boats had been liable: and when we ad-

verted to the very treacherous behaviour of the Indians experienced bv

Mr. Whidbey in his late excurfion from Crofs found, and the limilar difpo-

fitioii that had been (hewn to us the preceding feafon by thofe people who

inhabit the countries not fardiftant to the fouth-eaflward, our minds were

lilled with apprehenfion, and every hour incrcafed our folicitude for the

return of our ablent friends. The fervice that each party had to per-

form, called ilieni, if not into the immediate neighbourhood of thele

unfriendlv people, at lead into the vicinity of the places to which thev

Ireciuentlv refort : and as thev are bv nature of a cunnintj. defisjninij:.

and a\aricious dilpofition, thev were much to be feared -. lor although

ihe\' could not be conddered as a comageous tribe, yet the very unwar-

jantable and impolitic condufl; ol the feveral traders on this coafl, in fup-

plving them fo ampiv with fire arms and ammunition, and in teaching

them the ufe of thole dedru^iive weapons, has not only given the na-

tives a degree of confidence that renders them bold and importunate, but

the dread which thev before entertained of mulketry is greatly lefFcsied

by tlieir becoming i'o familiar to them; and they arc now fo well fur-

nidied,
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nillieJ, as to confider tlicmfelvcs when in their large eanocs nearly on an

equality with us, andofcourfe are daily becoming formidable, efpeci-

ally to the parties in our linall boats. Thefe dif^ reding confiderations,

in addition to the protra61ed abfence of our friends, gave us but too

much reafon to> be apprehenfive, that we had at length hazarded our

111 tic boats, with the fmall force they were able to take lor their defence,

once too often.

Whilft we endured this irkfome anxiety, it is a tribute that is julllv

due to the meritorious exertions of thofii under my command, that I

liiould again acknowledge the great confolation I derived on all pain-

ful occafions like this, by having the mofl; implicit confidence in the

difcrction and abilities of my officers, and the exertions and ready obe-

ilience of my people. Thefe happy reflections left me no grounds for

intertaining the mofl diflant idea that any precaution would be wanting

to guard againfl, or eflbrt unexerted to avert, fo far as human prudence

rould di6late, the threatening dangers to which I was confcious they

mull necefTarily be expofed.

In the hourly hope that diefe confolingrefleclions would once more be

proved to have been well founded, by the fafe return of the boats, I di-

re6k"d that every thing fliould be got in rcadinefs to proceed with all dif-

patch in fuch direction as circumflances might require : for which pur-

pole the veffcls were moved to the oppofite fide of the harbour, as be-

uig a more convenient fituation for our immediate departure. Here

we remained in the mofl uncomfortable flate of fidpeide that can be

imagined until the igth; when, in the midll of a deluge i f rain, with

the wind blowing very flrong from the s.i:., we had the ii defcribable

(iuisfaClion of feeing the four boats enter the harbour together fioin

tlie northward. The parties foon reached the veffels, all well, and

communicated the glad tidings of dieir having effecluaily performed

the fervicc, and attained the objecl that had been expected from tliis ex-

pedition.

The accompliflunent of an undertaking, the laborious nature of wliich

will, probably, from the perufal of the foregoing fheets, be more eafdy

conceived tlian explained : a fcrvice that had demanded our conflant

2 and
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
and unwearied attention, and had required our utmofl al)ilitics and exer-

tions to bring thus to a conchifion, could not, after the indefati<ral)lc la-

bour of the three preceding vears, fail of exciting in the bofonis of our

httle community, fenfations of a nature fo pleafing and fatisfa6tory, that

few are hkely to experience in the fame degree, who were not participa-

tors in its execution ; and to the imagination of thofe alone, mufl I refer

thehappincfs we experienced on tliis intcrefling event.

In order that the vahiabic crews of both vefTels, on whom great hard-

(lii|)s and manual labour had fallen, and who had iniiformly encountered

their dilficulties with unremitting exertion, cheerfulnefs and obedience.

Tui'TJit celebrate the dav, that had thus terminated their labours in theft-

regions : thev were ferved fuch an additional allowance of grog as was

fully fulhcient to anfwer every j)urpofc of fellivity on the occafion.

This foon prompted a defire for mutual congratulations between the two

veffels, cxprcffed by three exulting cheers from each ; and it may beeafiiy

conceived that more heart-filt fatisfaQion was fcarcciy ever more reci-

procally experienced, or more cordially exchanged.

We had now no »-eafon for remaining in this port, wliich, in conf*:-

quencc of this vifit, obtained the name of Port Coxclusion, except

ing that which a continuation of the inclement weather produced, which

detained us until the evening of the 22d. But before I proceed to tlic

recital of fubfequent occurrences, it is neceffary that I fliould advert

to the manner in which the late furvey in the boats had been executed.

Agreeably to the directions Mr.Whidbey had received, he proceeded

to the ftation where his former refearches had ended : here he arrived

about n<3on on the 3d, after j)a(rmg clofe along the wcilern fliorc of tlie

llrait, until he was oppofite to the branch leading to the eaflward. In

his way he paffed fevcral openings on the weUern (iiore, fonie of which

he had reafon to fujipofe communicated with the ocean in a wefterlv

direction, and others ieemed to adord tolerably well (heltered anchorage.

The weather at this time was lb thick and rainy, that the party had

but a very imperfeft view of the inlet before them. They, however,

continued along its larboard fhore, in a direction N.65 1 ., for about fix

miles and an half, palhiig fevcral fmall rocky bays, and at this inlet ar-

rived
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lived at a liigh flccp blulT rocky point, named by me Point Nape an',

fiiuated in latitude 57° lo', longitude 226° 6'; ofT which lies a ledge of

rocks about Haifa mile, and from this point the coaft takes a more nor-

therly direftion ; but the weather became fo thick that the party was

obliged to flop about two miles beyond it, where the operation of the fame

caufe detained them until eight o'clock the next morning ; when, with

very hazy unplcafimt weather, they rcfumed their inquiries, and pafTed

between a coaft much indented with fmajl bays, and vaft numbers of

finall iflets and rocks, both above and beneath the furface of the water.

The weather cleared up towards noon, and enabled Mr. Whidbey to

obferve the latitude to be 57" 18', on a fmall iflet, clofe to a point named

by me Point Pvbls, bing from point Napcan n. 38 i-.., ten miles and

an half diflant. Fixjin this ilation a tolerably diftinfl view was obtained

of the inlet, in which the party had advanced thus far nearly in the

dark. It was now feen to be a fpacious arm of the fca, containing, in

mofl direflions, many iflands, inct,>, and rocks ; the country on the left

hand fide, being that fliore the party bad coafted, excepting about point

Napean, fcemcd in general to be but moderately elevated, and although

it is compoCcd of a rocky fubflance, produced a very fine foreft, chiefly

of pine timbers ; but the oppofite fide of the inlet was too far off to

notice any thing rcfpcfting it. From this ftation the party proceeded flill

along a very rocky fiiore, about fix miles further, inadiredlion n. 41 1:.,

to a point called by me Point Gambier, which forms the fouth point

of a branch leading to the northweflward : its oppofite point of entrance,

named by me Point Hugh, lying from it n. 29 e., at the diflance of

five miles. Beyond this, another extcnfive branch appeared to ftretch to

the northward, but the former being the objeft of their firfl inquiry,

they proceeded along its wcfiicrn fiiorc; tliis is low, and in many places

is terminated by fandy beaches. On one of thefe, about ten miles from

point Gambier, they refied for the night, which was very flormy from

the fouthward, with continual rain, and dark gloomy weather; this lafled

until ten in the forenoon of the 5th, when the wind moderating, and the

weather permitting them to fee fome little diflance before them, they

proceeded, with a favorable breeze, up this branch of the ocean, called
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by mc Seymour's Canai,, which, at this place, is from two to three miles

wide, and which kept grachially increa(ing to its liead, where, in a direc-

tion of N.E. and s.w., it is nearly two leagues acrols : on the weileni

fide are many fniall bays, and it terminates, at its north-weft extremity,

in a Hnall brook of fVcfli water, in latitude 57''5i', longitude 226", ly-

ing from point Hugh n. 33 w., dillant twenty-nine miles. One mile

from the fouth point of the brook is an illand, about three miles and. an

half long, and half a league broad ; and half a mile from the fouth point

of that ifland hes another ifland, about the dune width, and fix miles

long; both thel'e illands lie in the above diredion, and occupy the mid-

dle of the branch, having a great number of illets on their north-eafl

fides, and fomc rocks o\\ their o[)[)orite fhores. Here were leen fuc

Indians, who were very fliy. 'I'hc party caught fome young ducks,

but thev were very filhy, and bad eating. The adjacent country is mo-

derately high, and was covered with timber of large growth, excepting

towards point Hugh, which is a lofty rocky promontory, from whence

extends a ledge of rocks, where the fea broke with confidcrable force.

Owing to the badnefs of the weather tliefe rocks were not pafled until

ten at night on tiie 6th, and even tlien not without the moll imminent

danger, occafioncd by a heavy rain and the darknefs of the night, which

prevented the party from difcovering their perilous fituation until tlu)

were nearly amongll the breakers, when, by timely and great exertion,

they happily pafled clear of them, and reded for the night, about a mile

on the north-eaft fide of that point. The rain continued, with a ftrong

gale from the fouthward, until the forenoon of the 7th, when the atmof-

phere becoming more clear, their fituation was difeovered to be on the

weftern fide of the branch which was feen from point Gambier, extending

to the northward, about four miles in width ; but was now feen to take a

more w^^ilerly direftion, nearly parallel to Se) mour's canal, which the

party had quitted ; and making tlie intervening fliore a long narrow ftrip of

land. The oppofite or north-eall fiJe of this northern branch is compofed

of a compatt range of ftupendous mountains, chiefly barren, and co-

vered with ice and fnow. The route of the party was along the fouth-

wcft fide; this is nearly ftraight, compact, and free from rocks or other

interruptions,
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interruptions, and Hivorcd by a s.i . breeze, they advanced about 12

leagues from point Hugh ; Avherc ihev (lopped for the night, oppofile

to a high round ifland, lying in tl:e n»iddle of iho channel.

From this (lation, fituaied in latitude jS" 1', longitude 226" [], in the

morning of the 8th, they departed with calm rainv weather, and pur-

fued their refearehes along the \s'e(lern fliore, which now took a direction

N. 10 w',, eight miles, to a point named by me I*oin r ARnr.N, where

tins branch divided into three arms; that which appeared to be a conti

nualion of the arm thev had been navigating took a norih-eaflerly direc-

tion; the fecond, lying about a league to the n. \v., not more than half

a mile wide, took a north-wellerlv direcVion, and, apparently, made the

land on its fouih-wcll llde an ifland. .Vboiu 3 leagues up this arm is a

fmall iflet nearly in mid-channel. This afforded another inftanee of the

partial exillcnce of the ice, which here intirely blocked up this arm,

whilfl the others were free from any fuch inconyenience. The thirl and

wideft arm took a general courfe N.81 w'., and is about a league in

width ; this agreeably to our ufual practice was fird purfued along the

fouthern fliore about 5 leagues to point Young, forming the eaft point o(

;i cove, with an ifland and rock in its entrance, and another at the bot-

tom of the cove. At this ])oint the width of the arm decrcafed to about

half a league, and from it the fouthern fliore flretclied n. 42 ^^^ At the

difhince of about feven miles the cafl^ point of another fmall cove was

reached, with an iflet lying near it. At the back of this iflet was an

Indian village, and another was feen on an oppoflte point lying north,

about a league and a half from this cove, on the land forming the north

fide of the arm, xv\Vr feemed to be the north-weft point of the land be-

fore mentioned, appearing to bean ifland.

As Mr. Whidbcy advanced from this cove, the fliore ftill continuing the

fame line of direflion, he recogni/cd the fpot, from whence in his excur-

lion from Crofs found on the night of the 18th of July he had retired, in

confequencc of the hoflile behaviour of the natives, and he now became

I'atisfied that he had been millaken in fuppofing at that time the branch

to be clofed; as it was now evident that it communicated with that which

the parly had thus navigated, making the intermediate land, which had
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
hitherto been confulcrcd as a part of the continent, one cxtenfive iflandj

which I called Admiralty Island.

In order however that no doubt fliould in future ..rife, Mr. Whidbcy

proceeded to point Retreat. After pafling the \illage, whicli from

that point lies s, 33 i:., at the diflance of about 10 miles, the boats were

followed by many large and fmall canoes ; and as the evening was draw-

ing near, to get rid of fuch troublefomc vifitors a mulket was fired over

their heads, but this as before had only the ell'ect of making them lels

ceremonious; this was proved by their exertions in paddling to come up

with our party, which they did very faft, until another (hot was fired at

the largeft canoe, and was fuppofed to have flruck her, as the Indians all

fell back in the canoe, and were quite out of fight ; they, however, ma-

naged to bring their canoe's flern in a line with the boats' fterns : in

that fituation they paddled backwards with all their flrcngth, and at die

fame time fcreened every part of their perfons, by the height and fpread-

ing of their canoes' bows, excepting their hands, which, in the aft of pad-

dling only became vifible, fo very jud'rioufly did t'ley provide for their

fafety in their flight ; in which, having gained fomc dillance liom our

party, who had quietly purfued their courfe, the canoes flopped for a

fhort time, as if for conlultation, but foon made ihe belt of their way

back to the ''illagc, and Mr. Whidbey proceeded without further inter-

ruption tO point Retreat. In this route the party palfcd by the fouth-

wefl fide of a very narrow ifland, about half a mile broad, and about a

league and an half long ; this before had been palFed on its north-eafl

fide, in the night of the 18th of July, but it was then fo dark that it

was not difcovercd to be an ifland. The channel, about diree fourths

of a mile wide, which was now purfued, is by rocks and iflets rendered

equally unfafe and intricate with that mentioned on the former furve\',

fo that the communication between thefc two extenfive branches of the

ocean is, by tliefe impediments, very dangerous for the navigation of

(hipping. In this fouth-well channel, about a league from point Retreat,

on the fouthern fhore, is a deep cove, which, with the narrow ifland ly-

ing before it, forms a very fnug harbour, of good accels by the pafHtge

round to the nordi of point Retreat ; as the rocky part of the channel

lies
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lies to the fouth-eaft of this cove, to which Mr. Whidbey gave the name

ot" Barlow's Cove. The ihorcs of Admiralty iflcind, which now had

been completely circumnavigated, and found to be about 60 leagues in

circuit, are, excepting at this and its fouth-eaftcrn part, very bold, afford

many convenient bays, likely to admit of fafe anchorage, with fine

llreams of frelh water flowing into them, and prcfentcd an afpetl very

different from that of the adjacent continent, as the ifland in general is

moderately elevated, and produces an uninterrupted forcfl of very fine

timber trees, chiefly of the pine tribe; whilfl: the fhores of the continent,

bounded by a continuation of thole loftv frozen mountains, which ex-

tend fouth-eadward from mount Fairweathcr, rofe abruptly from the

water-fide, and were covered with perpetual fiiow, whilfl: their fides

were broken into deep ravines or vallies, filled with immenfe mountains

of ice.

Such was the contrafl exhibited at point Retreat, where Mr.Whidbey

had an opportunity of feeing feveral of the points that had been fixed

by his former obfcrvations, and which, on the prcfent occafion, afllfled

him in corrcfting his furvey, for he had thus far been able to procure

but one obfervation for the latitude, fince his leaving port Conclufion.

From point Retreat the party returned to Barlow's cove, where they

relied for the night. The next morning a fhoug gale blew from the

s. E. with a very heavy fall of rain; this greatly impeded their progrefs

in their way down this pafliige, whicli dividing Admiralty ifland from the

continent, obtained the name of Step hins's Passage; the point on

which the nordiern village is fituated, was found to be, as had before been

conjectured, the weft point of entrance into the narrow icy arm, in which

was again feen the iflet noticed the preceding morning in an t. s. e. di-

rcftion, whence it was clearly afcertaiied, that the intermediate land,

forming the north fide of Stephens's paffagc was an ifland, which after

the Bifhop of Salifbury, I named Douglas's Island; it is about

twenty miles long, and fix miles broad in the middle, but becomes

narrow towards each end, particularly that to the eaftward, where it

terminates in a fharp point : the channel between this ifland and the

main land, being rendered by the ice impafl'able, the boats were fleered

over
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over to the fouihern fliore for proteftion againft the fouth-eafl: wind,

whicli had now become fo violent, that it was late in the evening before

they had paffed the fouthcmmoft village; and after they had proceeded

about three miles to the caflward of it, they refled for the night,

Ahhongh the party had been a confiderable time within fight of the

village of thefe unfriendly people, not a fingle individual had been fcen;

but they were heard making a mod hideous and extraordinary noife in

their houfes, the found of which reached the refting place of our part)-,

by whom it was fuppofed, that fome perfon of confequence had been

hurt by the fhot fired the preceding evening at the large canoe, and

which not improbably had been the occafion of their hafly retreat. In

the morning of the 10th they were vifitcd by an old Indian man, and a

boy, who after receiving fome prefents went about their bufinefs, and

our party proceeded to the arm leading to the north-eafl; from Stephens's

pafTage, having its weftern pchit of entrance, which I have called

Point Salisbury, fituated in latitude 58° 11', longitude 226° 3', in

which the great quantity of floating ice, with a llrong northerly wind

againft them, fo retarded their progrefs, that a paffage was with great

(lifHculty effefted: the weather here was feverely cold, with frequent

(bowers of fleet and rain. From its entrance it extended N. 11 r... about

13 miles, where the (bores fpread to the eaft and weft, and formed a

bafon about a league broad, and 2 leagues acrofs, in a n.w. and s. k.

direftion, with a fmall iftand lying nearly at its north-eaft extremity.

From the fliores of this bafon a compa61: body of ice extended fome dif-

tance nearly all round ; and the adjacent region was compofed of a clofb

connetied continuation of the lofty range of frozen mountains, whofe fides,

almoft perpendicular, were formed intirclv of rock, excepting clofe to

the water fide, where a few fcattered dwarf pine trees found fuRicient

foil to \eg(.tate in; above thele the mountains were wrapped in undif-

fblving froft and fnow. From the rugged gullies in their fides were

projeftcd immcnfe bodies of ice, that reached perpendicularly to the

furface of the water in the bafon, which admitted of no landing place for

the boats, but exhibited as dreary and inhofpitable an afpctl as the ima-

gination can pofTibl)' fugo;cft. The rife and fall of the tide in this fituation

was



'^M^

ROUND THE W O R L D.

was very cor fiderablc, appearing to be upwards of eighteen feet. The

examination of this bafon, &c. engaged the party until near noon of the

nth, when ;hey returned along the caftern fliore, which is a continua-

tion of the Hime range of lofty mountains rifing abruptly from the water

fide; by dark they reached the illand mentioned on the yth, as lying in

the middle of Stephens's paflage; here thcv took up their IcKlging for the

night, which was very llormy from thefouih-caftwurd, and attended with

a hc^avy rain. In the morning of the 1 2th the wind became more mo-

derate, but the rain continued with an extremely unpleafant crofs fea,

which the violence of the wind during the night had occafioned. This

greatly retarded their progrefs down the paH'age, the eaftern fhore of

which was found to be much indented with ("mall bays, and to take a ge-

neral direftion from a fpot oppofite to the illand they had quitted 8.41 k.,

about twelve miles, to a point which I named Point Styleman, form-

ing the north-weft point of a harbour, fituated in latitude 57° 53', lon-

gitude 226° 22'; the oppofite point of its entrance lying from it s.33 e.,

at the diftance of 2 n>iles. This harbour, which obtained the name of

Port Snettisham, fnft extends about a league from its entrance in a

north-eaft dircftion, where on each fide the (hores form an extenfive

cove, terminated by a limdy beach, with a fine dream of frefh water.

On the north-weft fide of entrance is a fmall cove, in which there is alfo

a run of water, with an idet lying before it. The (hores are high and

deep, and produce very few trees. Several fmokes were feen, but none

of the inhabitants made their appearance. From the fouth point of this

port, which I called Point Anmi: r, the fiiore takes a direftion s. 29 e.,

nine or ten miles, to a point, that obtained the name of Point Coke,

and which forms the north point of a deep bay, about four miles wide,

which I called Ho lk 11 am Bay ; this the party did not reach until the

morning of the 13th, when, nearly in the middle of it, were found

three fmall illands •> to the wefternmoft of which a fhallow bank extend-

ed from each fide of the bay, which is bounded by the dill continued

lofty range of mountains. Much floating ice was feen within the idands.

From point Coke, in a direftion s. 43 w., two miles and an half, are

two fmall rocky idets, nearly in the middle of the branch, and from

tlie
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
the fouth point of this bay, which I called Point As tley, the fhores are

very rocky, and contain many fniall open coves, taking a foutherlydireftion

thirteen miles, to a point. which obtained the name of Poimt Wikd-
HAM, fituated in latitude 57° 31', longitude 226" 36'. This point forms

the eaftern point of entrance into Stephens's paflage ; here they again

arrived in the fpacious part of the inlet noticed from point Gambier.

As the party advanced feveral iflcts were feen in various dircdions,

and from point Windham, on the eaftern fide, were fome bays ; the

fliores took a general diredion s. 25 e., twelve miles and an half, to a

point named by me Point Hobart, being the north point of a fmall

branch, wliere the party refted for the night, and on the following

morning they found its points of entrance to lie from each other n. 1 1 w.

and s. 11 E., about a league afunder. From its entrance it extcnd.s

s. 70 E., 5 or 6 miles, where it terminated. Some iflets and funken

rocks lie near its fouth point, which I called Point Walpole. From

point Hobart extends a bank of fand a little diftance from the fhore,

but there is a clear paflage between it and the iflets, within which, it

forms a fnug harbour, with foundings at a confiderable diftance from the

fhore from 10 to 6 fathoms water, fand and muddy bottom. It is

bounded by lofty mountains, and from their bafe extends a fmall border

of low land forming the ftiores of the harbour, which I called Po r t

Houghton. On quitting this place many rocks were feen along the

fhores, which took a dire6lion s. 12 w., fix miles and a half, to a very

confpicuous low proje6ling point, which obtained the name of Cape

Fan SHAW, fituated in latitude 57" 11', longitude 226° 44-5-'. Here was

feen an old deferted village, and a fpacious branch of the inlet 8 miles

wide, leading to the eaftward and fouth-eaft.

From its very extenfive appearance in thefe direftions, Mr. Whidbey

became apprehenfivc, left their utmoft exertions fliould not enable them to

draw their labours to a conclufion during his prefent cxcurfion, and for

this reafon, he loft no time in proceeding along its northern ftiore, which

from cape Fanfliaw takes a direction s. 66 e., fixteen miles, to a low

narrow point of land two miles long, and half a mile broad, ftrctching

fouth from the general line of the coa('. on each fide of it ; but this dif-

2 tancc,
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tance, owing to the badiiefs of the veather, and a flrong gale from the

eadward, was not reached IxTore the 15th in the afternoon

low point, which I called Point Van de put, the width of the branch

decreafed to about three miles and an half, in a fouth dire6lion, to

a lleep bluff point, where, as alfo from this flation, the fliores of the

branch took a more foutherly courfe. South from this point a (lioal

extends about a mile, and on its eaftern fide a fmall bay is forme<l,

from whence the eallern fliore trends s.3ji-;., feven miles, to anodier

point, where a Ihoa' flretches out about three fourths of a mile from the

Ihore; this prevented the boats approaching the point, although feve-

ral attempts were made, in the hope of gaining (helter from the in-

clemency of the weadier, but it was to no efl'efcl, and the party was

obliged to remain cold, wet, and hungry (having no provifions cooked)

in the boats, until the morning of the 16th: when the weather became

fair and clear, and fhewed their fituation to be before a fmall extent of

low flat land, lying immediately before the lofty mountains, which here

rofe abruptly to a prodigious height imrnediately behind the border. A
few miles to the fouih of this margin the mountains extended to the water-

fide, where a part of them prefented an uncommonly awful appearance,

rifing with an inclination towards the water to a vaft height, loaded with

an immenfe quantity of ice and fnow, and overhanging their bafe, which

feemed to be infufficient to bear the ponderous fabric it fullained, and

rendered the view of the pall'age beneath it, horribly magnificent.

Soon after paffing this very remarkable promontory, the arm of the

fea over which it hangs appealed to be intirely clofed by a beach, ex-

tending all round the head of it ; at the fouth-eafl extremity was a large

body of ice, formed in a gully between the mountains that approach

the water-fide, from whence, much broken ice feemed to have fallen, and

had intirely covered the furface of the water in that direftion. From the

foudi-weft corner iflued a narrow fiream of very white water, that feemed

to have obtained this appearance by the melting fnow draining through

(he low land that was feen lying in diat dirc6lion ; and as it was confidered

not to be navigable, Mr. Whidbey was anxious to lofe no time in the fur-

ther extenfi(m of his rtfearches. Having now been abfent longer than the

Vol. HI. O o time
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time for which the party had been fuppHed, and being didant upwards of

an hundred miles from the vcfTels, towards which they had to proceed

along a coaft, the principal part of which might require a very minute

examination ; he made the beft of his way back, along the fouthern

fhore of the branch.

We became afterwards informed by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, that

the above narrow flream was found, on his fubfequcnt vifit to this place,

to afford a pafTage for canoes and boats, and that it communicated with

the apparently flioal inlet that Mr. Johnflone had made feveral unfucccfs-

ful attempts to enter on the 28th of auguft, 1793. Mr. Brown alfo

Rated, that the intervening land which had the appearance of forming

the head of the arm between its fouth-eaft and fouth-weft extremities, is

an ifland, fituated on a very fhallow bank, which, at the d'^pth of a

few feet, connefts the two fliores, and at low water fpring tides be-

comes dry. This may ferve to account for the report of the Indians to

Mr. Brown the preceding year, and which he obligingly communicated

to me on the 2ifl:of July, 1793, refpefting Ewen Nafs, by which means

an inland navigation for canoes and boats is found from the fouthern

extremity of Admiralty inlet, in latitude 47° 3', longitude 237° 18', to the

northern extremity of Lynn canal, in latitude 59° 12', longitude 224°3.}',

By this information it likewife appeared, that our conclufions at the end

of the lafl feafon, refpefcling cape Decifion being a continental promon-

tory were not precifely correal, as, by the fhallow boat pafTage difcovercd

by Mr. Brown, that cape is found to be feparated above the level of

high-water mark from the continent.

Mr, Whidbev obfcrves, that in no one inflance durins: his refearches,

either in the feveral branches of Prince William's found, n"^ thofc extend-

ing from Crofs found, or, in the courfe of his prefent excurfion, did he

find any immcnrc bodies of ice on the iflands ; all thofe which he had fcen

on fhore, were in the gullies or vallies of the connefted chain of lofty moun-

tains fo frequently mentioned, and which chiefly conflituted the conti-

nental fhore from Cook's inlet to this flation ; though, in difl'erent places

thefe mountains arc at different diflances from the fea fide. He likewife

obfcrves that all the iflands, or groups of iflands, were land of a mode-

rate



ROUND THE WORLD.
rate lieight, wlicn compared with the flupcnclous mountains that coni-

poCe the continental boiiii(iar\', and were Hill litn to continue in a loutii-

eaflern direction Irom this fhallow palFage, whilil; the land to the weft-

ward of the ])anage alhimed a more moderate height, was free from

fnow, and produced a i'oreil of lofty pine trees. Thefe ohlervations

more particularly apj)lying to the former, than to the fubfequtnt, part

of this furve\', I have, for that reafon, thought projicr to introduce them

m this place, and fhall now refunie the fubjecl of Mr. \Vhidbey"s excur-

fion.

The day being fair and plealant, Mr. ^Vhidbey wifhed to embrace

this opportunity of drying their wet clothes, putting their arms in order,

and giving a thorough cleaning to the boats, which, from the continual

bad weatlicr, had now become an objecl of real neceinty. For this

purpolc the party landed on a commodious beach ; but before they had

finifhed their bufincfs a large canoe arrived, containing fome women and

children, and fixteen (lout Indian men, well appointed with the arms of

the country, but without any fire-arms. They behaved in a very friend-

ly manner on the beach for a little time, but their condu£l afterwards

put on a ^ cry fufpicious appearance ; the children withdrew into the

woods, and the reft fixed their daggers round their wrifts, and exhibi-

ted other indications, not of the moft friendly nature. To avoid the

chance of iuiy thing unpleafant taking place, Mr. Whidbey confidered

it moft humane and prudent to depart, and he continued his route down

the branch along its fouth-weft ftiore, paffing fome iflets that lie near it.

The Indians did the fame, but kept on the oppoftte fliore, and in the

courfe of a little time the canoe difappeared. In the hope of being quit

of tlK:fe people the party ftopped to dine near the high bluff obferved

from point Vandeput, but before they had finiflied their repaft the fame

Indians, who muft have turned back unperceived, for the purpofe of

crolhng over to follow the boats, were feen coming round the point of

the cove in which was the party, and not more than a quarter of a mile

from their dinner ftation ; as the canoe approached a muh<et was fired

over it, in order to deter the Indians from advancing ; but this, as on for-

mer occafions, fcemcd to encourage them, and they appeared to come for

O o 2 ward
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ward with more eagernefs, but on a fecond fhot being fired at the canoe

they inftantly retreated with all pofTible fpeed, and were foon again be-

hind the point : yet as Mr. Whidbey fufpefted they might be inclined to

attempt by furprize, that which they dared not venture to do openly, he

haflencd the meal of his party, and put off from the (hore ; this was

fcarcely cffc6lt'd, when his conjeftures were proved to have been well

founded, by the appearance of a number of armed people ifluing from

the woods, exaftly at the fpot where our party had dined ; and nearly

at the fame inftant of time, the canoe was again fcen paddling round the

point of the cove.

This conduft, on the part of the Indians, greatly attrafted the ob-

fervation of the party, and whilft they were watching the motions of

thefe people, their attention was fuddenly and mofl: agreeably called

toanobjeft of more pleafing concern ; that of the boats under Mr. John-

ftone's direftion, coming within fight about two miles diftant.

The ftratagem thus praftifed by thefe Indians is alone fufficient to fhew,

that our apprehenfions on board, for the fafety of our abfent friends,

had not been without reafon ; and it is one, amongft many Other cir-

cumftances, which taught me to believe, that we were but juft in

time, for the accomplifhment of the arduous and hazardous fervice in

which we had been fo long engaged; as the very imjullifiable condutl:

of the traders on this coaft, has encouraged the inhabitants to attempt

fiich acts of hoftility, that the means we ponblFcd to repel their attacks,

would, in all probability, have been inlufficient for our prote6lion, had

it been our lot to have tried the experiment one year later.

On the fight of the two other boats all the Indians difappeared, and

our two parties were not long before their forces were united. It was

immediately underflood that Mr. Johnflonc had examined the coaft

from cape Decifion to this ftation. On this occafion Mr. Whidbey re-

marks, that it is not poffible for language to defcribe the joy that was

manifefted in every countenance, on thus meeting their comrades ^nd

fellow-adventurers, by which happy circumUance, a principal ol)je6l of

the voyage was brought to a conclufion ; and the hearty congratulations

that were mutually exchanged by three cheers, proclaimed not only the

plea! u re
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pleafure that was felt in the accomplifhment of this laborious fervice,

J)Ut the zeal with which it had been carried into execution, and the lau-

dable pride that had been entertained by both parties, in having been

inflrumental to the attainment of fo grand an objed.

The little fquadron now proceeded to a cove about a league to the

weftward, where they took up their abode for the night. In the courfe

of the evening no fmall portion of facetious mirth paffed amongfl. the

feamen, in confequence of our having failed from old England on the

prji of April, for the purpofc of difcovering a north-well paffage, by

following up the difcoveries of De Fuca, De Fonte, and a numerous train

of hypothetical navigators.

Early in the morning of the 17th both parties fat out on their return

to port Conclufion, and being favored with a fredi gale from the s.e»

they made great progrefs under fail.

In the event of the two parties meeting, and confequently a finifhing

ftroke being put to the examination of the fliores of North-Weft Ame-
rica, within the limits of my commifFion ; Mr. Whidbcy had my direc-

tions to take poflelfion of the faid continent, from New Georgia north-

weftward to cape Spencer, as alfo, of all the adjacent iflands we had

difcovered within thofe limits ; in the name of, and for. His Britan-

nic Majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors : this, on the parties flopping

to dine, was carried into execution; the colours were difplayed, the

boats' crews drawn up under arms, and pofleffion taken under the dif-

cliarge of three vollies of muflcetry, with all the other formalities ufual

on fuch occafions, and a double allowance of grog was ferved to the re-

fpeftive crews, for the purpofc of drinking His Majefty's health. The
happy meeting of the two parties, having taken place on the birth-day of

His Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke of York, the found in which they

met I honored with the name of Prince Frederick's Sound, and

the adjacent continent, north-weftward from New Cornwall to Crofs

found, with that of New Norfolk.
From hence the boats made the beft of their way to the veflels, with-

out any particular occurrence, until they arrived at port Conclufion,

when the wind blowing very hard from the fouthward, brought with it

a a heavy
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a heavy confuicd icn, which, with the mreting of the tides, produced a

kind of race. Here the boats, for fomc time, were in a moll critical liiu-

ation, but by the great exertions of their crews, they were at length pre-

ftrsc'd, and arrived fafe, as has been before related.

It now remains to recount the circumilances attendant on Mr. John

{lotie's expedition ; who, from cape Decifion, found the exterior coalf

fird take a direction k. 30 \v., about 3 leagues, and then n. 10 w.,

about the fame diltance, to the north point of a harbour about a mile

wide ; the intermediate fhorc, between it and cape Decilion. has in ii

many fmall open bays, and at foine diflancc from it, lii' nianv roek><.

This ll.uion was reached in the forenoon of the 3d, the harboin- was

found free and eai'v of accefs, by keeping near the fouthern fliorc ; in

general it is about a mile wide. At lird it takes a norih-eall cotule foi

about a league, and then terminates in a s.s.e. dire6Hon, about a league

further, having fomc iflets and rocks in it, uotwithflanding which it af-

fords very excellent fhelter, with foundings from 17 to 3 j and 12 fa-

thoms water. It is conveniently fituatcd to tlic ocean, has its north

point in latitude 56" ijV, longitude 225"58', and obtained the name oi

Port Mai.mksburv. Its nordi point, which I have called Poixt

Harris, is rendered very remarkable, by its being a projefting point,

on which is a fingle hill, appearing from many points of view like an

ifland, with an idet and fome rocks extending near a mile to the foudi-

weft of it. North from hence, three miles and an half, and then n.n.i;.

about the fame didance, is the fouth point of a large bay, full of in-

numerable iflets and rocks, with a great number of very fmall branches

ia v.uioas directions ; its examination occupied inuch time, and its fouth-

ern extremity reached to the latitude of 56" 15', longitude 226" 15' ; its

caflern branch to latitude 56" 2(S', longitude 226" 18'; and its northern

extremity to latitude 56° 33', longitude 226" 12'. Between the two lat-

ter the party met with about a dozen of the natives, who occupied a

fingle habitation on the diore, and were the fird people Mr. Johndone's

party had feen on this expedition. The 5th was very flormy, with much

rain, but the 6th was fair and pleafant, which enabled them to (inidi

the examination of this intricate found, and in the evening they reach-

ed
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ed its north-weft point of entrance, which I called Point Elms, where

they remained during the night. It is (Uuatod in latitude 56" 31', longi-

tude 225° 56'. This alfo forms the fouth-eall point of another fmall in-

K't, which is equally intricate, and as much incommoded with illcts and

rocks. The examination of this cmplmrd the whole of the 7th. It

forms a narrow arm, extending from point Ellis .v. 56 k. for ten miles,

where it terminates. Here they found a fniglehoufe, fimili'.r to that be-

fore mentioned, and containing about as many inhabitants. From hence

ilicy returned along the northern lide of this arm, from half a mile to

half a league in width, and about fevcn miles from its head to its north

poiut, which forms alfo the (ouih point of a bay or inlet, full of iflets

and rocks, the north point of which, called by me Point Sullivan*,

lies in latitude 56° 38', longitmle 225" 51-^'. From point Sullivan the

fhores were lefs rocky, and became firm and eompacl, taking a diretlion

N.9W. thirteen miles, to a confpicuous point, which after Vice Admiral

Kingfmill, obtained the nan\e of Poini- Kingsmill. From this point,

which is the fouth point of the fpncious inlet, up which Mr. Whidbey

had purfued his refearches to the north-eaftward : the Ihores took a di-

rcrtion n. 47 f,., fix miles and a half to another point, which I called

Point Corn vvallis, and which forms the fouth-wcfl point of entrance

into an arm leailing to the fouth-eaft. The fjjace between thefe two

points is occupied by two bays, each taking a fouth-eaflcrly dircftion,

liom a mile to half a league wide, and .} or 5 miles drep, in whicli as

iifual al<:>ng the coaft were many iflets and daugerou-; rocks. The exami-

nation to this extent, emplo)'ed the party until the 10th in the morning,

when they quitted the main inlet, and purfued the arm leading to die

fouth-caftward, which firfl took a diredion s. 68 k. for 9 miles, and then

s. 26 F.. for 7 miles and a half further ; here a branch v/as enteretl about

half a league wide, that took a s. s. w. direfiion lor about 8 miles, where

u terminated in latitufle ^6° 38^'. The fhores of the fouthern parts of

this branch, which I have diftinguifhed by the name of Port Camden,

are pretty free from iflets and rocks, but thofe to the north-wefl of it, are

lined with them, and render the approaching of it extremely dangerous.

The termination of this branch reaches m a north and fouth direftion,

within

287

Au",ui>.

'; ''
f>
t; .

*i .V- . . r ••.T*l

-t;i /«!.'»: :f ,;>v

v. I f'-.- Vi I



II

s

I

r.4

^i..'^

M

'Ml,- !•,

288

1704.
Augull.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
within about 2 miles of the north-caR extent of the fniall inlet which the

parly had examined on the 7th, and in tlie fame hne of dircdion, within

about 4 miles of the northern part of that which had engaged them on

tl)e 5th and 6th. So very tedioufly and flowly were our relearches car-

ried into cffetl in this very broken and extraordinary region !

At the head of the hifl mentioned branch was a fmall Indian viihigo

confiding of three houfes, and containing about forty or fifty pcrfons.

On meeting fome of the Indians liere who had been feen in the fouiliern

branches, it gave rife to an opinion, that fome fmall pafTage exided wiiich

had efcaped the notice of the party ; but this Mr. Johnllone obferves was

foon explained by the Indians who took up their canoe, and pointing tou

fmall valley in a foutherly direftion, made figns that could not be millaken,

that they had walked, and had brought their canoe, over the ifilunus.

The next morning, although very wet and hazy, they returned along

the eadern fide of this arm, and pafi'ed its north-ea(l point, which from

the head lies about n. n. e. at thediftance of about 4 leagues, near which

are fome rocks. Ihe party immediately entered another branch, about

the fame breadth, which took firfl a direftion s. 68 e. for about 5 miles,

and then turned irregularly round to the fouthward. The weather being

clear about noon, the obferved latitude was found to be ^6" 42', longitude

226" 25'. 1 he branch in which they had thus advanced, although too (hal-

low and rocky for the pafTing of any veffels larger than boats or canoes, and

even for them intricate and dangerous, would not have been further exa-

mined, had not the tide been found running in a very contrary direftion, to

that which had been obferved at its entrance, the flood tide here fetting to

the northward. This circumilance gave rife to an opinion, that this branch

would be found to communicate with the main inlet they had left under

Mr. Whidbey's examination extending to the north-eafl; ; and fliould it

make the intermediate very broken land an ifland, it would greatly facir

litate their furvey of what they fuppofed to be the continental fhore.

This hojje induced Mr. Johnllonc to perfevere, but inflead of the

channel itretching to the eaflward as it was wifhed, and expefted to do, it

extended to the weRward of fouth, and communicated with a bay in the

north-wed part of Clarence's drait, which had been examined by Mr.

Johndonc
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Jolinftonc on ihc nth of fcptember, 1793. I'^it this communication was

i\ol at that time afccrtaincd, in conltqucnceof the numerous idets, rocks,

nnd fhoals tliat exifl in that ba\ and render it iniiicly unnavigable for

(liipping. The party now dillintUy law port Protection and tl\c adjacent

Ihorcs. and having taken the neccflitry angles that their further fiirvey

would demand, they retu;ned by the way they had arrived; but the pro-

prefs of the boats was rendered very (low by the nmnberlcls rocks and

iflcts, and the examination of the feveral little bays ir.io wliich the fliores

were broken. To the eaftward were feen high difbm mountains covered

with fnow, but the land in their neighbourhood was, com para live]v

fpeaking, low, of a very uneven furface, much divided by water, and

covered with wood. Mr. Johnflone unwilling to lofe anv advantage

that prefented itielf, ftopped but a ftiort time on" the night of the 1 2th,

in order that he might take the benefit of the flood tide the next morning,

which returning about half after one, they proceeded with it clofe along

the eallern fhore round every cove and corner ; for they could not by any

other mode have determined its boundary, as they were at this time fur-

rounded by a very thick fog, that obfcured every diftant ohjeft until

about ten in the forenoon, when a frefh wefterly breeze brought fair and

clear weather, and difcovered their fituation to be near the wcfl: point of a

fmall branch, in latitude 56° 55'> longitude 226* 16'. The adjacent

fhores in all direflions, but particularly to the north-weft, were lined

with iflets and rocks, that extended nearly two miles into the opening,

which was here about 2 leagues acrofs.

This branch about a mile wide ftretched about 5 miles in an eaftwardly

direftion, and there it terminated ; but before the party had reached this

extent, Mr. Johnftone ftates, that the remains of no lefs than eiglit de-

ferted villages were feen ; fome of them were more decayed than the

others, but they all uniformly were fituated on the fummit of fome pre-

cipice, or fteep infular rock, rendered by nature almoft inacceflible, and

by art and great labour made a ftrong defence ; which proved, that the

inhabitants had been fubjeft to the incurfions of hoftile vifitors. Thele

fortified places were well conftrufted with a ftrong platform of wood, laid

on the moft elevated part of the rock, and projefting fo far from its fides
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as to oveiTpread the declivity. The edge of the platform was fur-

rounded by a barricade raifed by logs of wood placed on each other. In

the vicinity of tliefe ruins were many fepulchres or tombs, in which dead

bodies were depofited. Thefe were made with a degree of neatnefs fel-

dom exhibited in the building of their habitations. A wooden frame was

raifed about ten feet from the ground, the upper half of which was in-

clofcd, and in the open part below in many, thougli not in all of them,

was placed a canoe; the flooring of the upper part was about five feet

from the ground, and above that the fides and top were intirely clofed in

with boards, within which were human bodies in boxes wrapped up in

flcins or in matting. Thefe repofitories of the dead were of different fizes,

and feme of them contained more bodies than the others ; in the largeit

there were not more than four or five, lying by the fide of each other, not

one appearing to be placed above the reft; they were generally found

near the water fide, and very frequently on fome conipicuous point.

Many of thefe facred monuments feemed to have been eredled a great

length of time, and the mofl ancient of them had evidently been repaired

and flrengthened by additional fupporters of more modern workmanfhip.

Hence it vrould appear, that whatever might be the enmity that exilled

between the feveral tribes when living, their remains; when dead were

refpetled and fulFcred to rell quietly and unmolellcd.

Having fiuisfied their curioiity in thefe refpctls, and having gained the

head of the arm, thev flopped to dine in a cove a little way from its ter-

mination. Hitherto the party had not leen any of the natives, but at

this time they were vifited by feveral who came chiefly from the head of

the anil, where thev niufl have been fecreted, or they could not have

efcaped being noticed. The number of thele people accumulated very

faft, and in a very little time, they amounted to upwards of a hundred,

amongfl whom were a chief, and feveral of the Indians feen at the ifth-

nuis on the preceding thurfday and funday. Whatever might be the real

intention, or the dilpofition of thefe ftrangers, their numbers and gene-

ral appearance, induced Mr. Johnftone to defire them to keep at a

greater difiance; this the Indians did not feem inclined to do, although

ever)' fign to that efl"e61 was made, and our partv armed in readinefs for

the ir
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tliclr defence. As their numbers incrcafed, fo were they encouraged to

advance; on fome mufkets being fired they (lopped for a fliort time, but

foon again followed the boats as they returned down the arm, keepin;;

jufl: without the reach of mufketry. Akhough thcfe people had amongll

them fome guns, and were otherways well armed with their native wea-

pons, Mr. Johnflone did not impute to them any hoflile intention, but

attributed the ardour with which they had flriven to join our party, to a

defire of bartering away their fea otter (kins, of whiclt they appeared to

have many, for Euroi)oan commodities. The fituation of the party on

tliis occafion was in a very confined place, and being furroimded by iuch

a tribe of armed Indians, with reafon to apprehend th?re might be odiers

at no great difhincc, it became prudent to avoid, if poffible, a nearer in-

tercourfe, by which alone the true fpirit of their defign could have been

known, and in which they niuR have been greatly interefled, as they

continued to follow the boats, until after diey had gained a more open

fituation. One of the canoes now advanced before the rell, in which a

chief flood in the middle of it, plucking the white feathers from the rump

of an eagle, and blowing them into the air, accompanied by fong'; and

odier cxpreffions, which were received as tokens of peace and friendfhip.

The canoe was now permitted to come alongfide Mr. Johnftone's boat, to

whom the chief inftantly prefented a fea otter fliin, for which Mr. John-

none made him a fuitable return, with every exprelTion likely to be un-

derftood of liis pacific difpofition; the Indians feemed to be fincere in

their profefTions alfo, as they now came to the boats unarmed, and with the

utmoft confidence in their fccurity. ExprefTions of mutual friendfliip

were now exchanged, and on its being fignified to the chief, that as night

was approaching the canoes (hould no longer follow the boats, he returned

to the reft of his countrymen; but they ftill continued to paddle after

our boats until a muiket or two were difcharged, when they all dropped

a-flern and were no more feen.

However fluisfatlory the latter part of the natives' conduft may appear

to be, as to their friendly intentions, yet a didrud which prudence on fuch

occafions ought always to fuggeft, induced Mr. Johnftone to proceed as far

as he conveniently could before he iloppcd for the night ; but as the fliorc

P [1 J was
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was quite fteep and compaft they continued to row until after midnight,

when they came to a grapnel, and relied in the boats. This day had proved

extremely fatiguing to the people, as they had been nearly the whole of

the twenty-four hours on their oars. In this route they had reached the

main arm of Prince Frederick's found, and had found the {hores to form a

large rounding, though not lofty promontory, in which were feveral fmall

open bays, and near it feveral detached rocks. This promontory obtained

the name of Point Macartney, the weftern extremity of which is fitu-

ated in latitude 57° i^-', longitude 226° 1 2'. From hence the fhore trends

N. 15 E. about a league, where the width of the found is about 7 miles

acrofs, in a direftion n. 47 w. to point Napean. From this ftation

N. 28 E., at the diflance of about a league and a half lies a fmall ifland,

with patches of rocks from this point reaching nearly to its (hores. The

promontory ftill took a rounding direftion about n, 6j e., five miles fur-

ther, from whence the fouthern (hore of the found extends n. 75 e, fe-

venteen miles, to the weft point of a fmall cove, tlie only opening in the

fliore from point Macartney ; but off the little projefting points be-

tween this cove and that point, are detached rocks lying at no great dif-

tance from the fliore. This extent v/as not reached until the afternoon

of the 1 6th, in confcquence of the wind blowing hard from the eafhvard,

attended with a heavy rain, againft which they contended with their ut-

moft exertions, left the exhaufted ftate of their provifions fhould obiii^e

them to retire before they could join the other party. This cove ex-

tended s. 31 E. about a league, where it terminated, and according to

our furvey, formed a narrow ifthmus between it and the head of Duncans

canal, about 2 miles acrols in a northern direftion ; and is another ftri-

king inftance of the very exienfive, and extraordinary infular ftate of the

region lying before the weftern coall of the American continent, be-

tween the 47 ill and 5C)th degrees of north latitude.

Having dined, the party refumed their furvey along the fouthern fide

of the found, which took nearly an eaft dire6lion. They had not far

advanced, when about five in the evening they had the joyful fatisfaftion

of meeting Mr. Whidbey and his party as before recited.

Mr.
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Mr. Johnftone flated, that the part of the coall that had claimed his

attention during his laft excurfion is a pcnini'ula, conneftcd with the

more eafterii land by the laft mentioned narrow ifthmus, and that it is by
no means fo high or mountainous as the land compofing the adjacent

countries on the oppofite or north-eaftern fido of the found, which at no

great diftanee confifted of very lofty, rugged, dreary, barren mountains,

covered with ice and fnow ; but that the land compofing the peninfula

was chiefly of moderate height, and produced a noble foreft of large, and

ftately pine trees of clean and ftraight growth, amongft which were a few

berry buflies and fome alders. The fliores along the bays and arms they

had vifited were in general low, and prefented a probability that if the

wood were cleared away, the foil of the country might be advantageoufly

employed under cultivation. Thefe bays and arms abounded with a

greater number of falmon and fca otters, than Mr. Johnftone had obferved

on any other part of the coaft; and as they were found in the greateft

abundance at the heads of thofe places, it was inferred that falmon, and

other fmall fifli, form a large proportion of the food of the fea otters,

which are thus induced to frequent thefe inland channels, to which at this

feafon of the year fuch fifties refort.

Mr. Whidbey in his oblervations on Admiralty iftand, remarks, that

notwithftanding this iftand feemed to be compofcd of a rocky ("ubftance

covered with little foil, and that chiefty confifting of vegetables in an

imperfeft ftate of diftolution, yet like the peninfula juft adverted to, it

produced timber, which he confidered as fuperior to any he had before

noticed on this fide of America. He alfo ftates, that in his two laft ex-

curfions feveral places were feen, where the ocean was evidently in-

croaching very rapidly on the land, and that the low- borders extending

from the bafe of the mountains to the fea iide, had, at no very remote pe-

riod of time produced tall and ftately timber ; as many of their dead trunks

were found ftanding ere6t, and ftill rooted faft in the ground, in different

ftages of decay ; thofe being the moft perfe£l that had been the leaft fub-

jc6l to the influence of the fait water, by which they were furrounded

un every flood tide : fuch had been the incroachment of the fea on thefe

fliorcs,
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fliore<?, that the flinrter ftumps in fome inRances at low water marl:,

were even with, or below the furface of the Tea.

This fame appearance has been noticed before in port Chalmers,

and on this occafion Mr. Whidbcv quotes other inftances of fnnilar in-

croachments not only in Prince William's found, but alfo in Cook's inlet;

where he obferved fimilar elfe^ls on the fliorcs, and is of opinion from

thefe evidences, that the fliallow banks occupying fo large a part of Gray's

harbour, have recently been produced by the operation of one and the

fame caufe: and it is not lefs reafonablc to conclude, that the waters ol

the north pacific, have, pofTibly for ages, had a general tcndcncv to pro-

duce the fame effect, on all the v-oafl comprehended widiin the limits before

mentioned.

A return of fair and clear weather on the i8th i uabled ihetn to fee tliat

large tra6l of broken land lying between Crofs found and cape Omtna-

ney, which has been defcribed as having a range of high mountains

capped widi fnow extending through it; but from thefe Hill continuing

to have the appearance of being difunited in feveral places, it tended to

corroborate our former opinion ; and although as before we had not had

an opportunity of afcertaining the faft, I have been induced to confider

the country as being divided into many iflands, and hzve for that reafon

termed it an archipelago. The ftrait that feparatcs this land from the eallern

fhore, which after Lord Chatham, I have called Chatham Strait, Mr.

Whidbey confiders as likely to be one of the mofl; profitable places for

procuring the flvins of tlie fea otter, on the whole coafl; ; not only from the

abundance obferved in the polfelTion of the natives, but from the im-

mcnfe number of thofe animals, feen about the Oiores in all dire6lion.>.

Here the fea otters were in fuch plenty that it was eafily in the power

of the natives to procure as many as they chofe to be at the trouble oi

taking. I was alfo given to underftand by Mr. Brown of the Jickal,

who followed us through thefe regions, that the fea otter flcins which he

procured there were of an extremely fine quality.

The principal obje^l which His Majclly appears to have had in view,

in direfting the undertaking of this voyage having at length been com-

pleted, I trud the precifion with which the furvey of the coafl of North

Weft
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Weft America has been carried into efFe6l, will remove every doubt, and

fet afide every opinion of tt tiorth-wejl pnjjage, or any water communica-

tion navigable for fliipping, cxifting between the north pacific, and the

interior of the American continent, within the limits of our refearchcs.

The difcovery that no fuch communication does exift has been zcaloufly

purfued, and with a degree of minutenefs far exceeding the letter of iny

commilhon or inftruttions ; in this refpeft I might poftibly have incurred

the cenfur'^ of difobediencc, had I not been intrufted with the moft liberal,

difcretionary orders, as being the fittcft and moft likely means of attain-

ing the important end in queftion.

The very detached and broken region that lies before fo large a portion

of this coall, rendered a minute examination altogether unavoidable : this

had frequently the good effe6l of facilitating the labours of our furvey,

by its leading us through narrow, fliallow, intricate channels, which cut

off extenfive trafts of broken land, and by thus ftiewing their feparation

fiom the continent, their further examination became unimportant to

the objeft of our inquiry.

For this reafon I have confidercd it eflential to the illuftration of our

furvey, to ftate very exa6lly not only the track of the velFels when navi-

gating thefe regions, but likewife thofe of the boats when fo employed,

as well when I was prefent m)'fclf, as when they were conducted by Mr.

Whidbey or Mr. Johnftone, on whom the execution of that laborious

and dangerous fervice principally fell, and to whom I fetl myfclf indebted,

for the zeal with which they engaged in it on all occafions. The perufal of

thefe parts of our voyage to pcrfons not particularly interefted, I am con-

fcious will afford but little entertainment ; yet I have been induced to give

a detailed account, inftcad of an abftraifl, of our proceedings, for the pur-

pofeof illuftrating the charts accompanying this journal ; of ftiewing the

manner in which our time day by day had been emploved; and, for the

additional purpofe, of making the hiftory of our tranfaftions on the north

weftcoalt of America, as condujive as pojfible, againft all fpcculative opi-

nions refpetling the exiftencc of a hyperborean or mediterranean ocean

within the limits of our furvey.

' a I ftiull
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
I (hall now conclu*Ie the account of our tranfuflions at this place by

the infertion of fuch ailronomical and nautical obfervations as were made

during the time we pafled at this ftation.

On the 2d of auguft in port Conclufion the chronometers fliew tho

following longitudes, viz. Arnold's No. 14, 225" 37'; Arnold's No. 176,

225° 38'; and Kendall's, 225' 34' 30"; the true longitude being 225° 37'

30", it appeared that Arnold's No. 1 4 was 30' to the weftward, Arnold's

No. 176 30' to the eaftward, and Kendall's 2' 30" to the weftward of

the true longitude.

By eighteen fets of obfervations taken between the 2d and 1 8th ol

auguft on fhore with the artificial horizon, Arnold's No. 1 4 was found to

be faft of mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 1 8th of

auguft, ... . . 4^38' 13" 30'"

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 24 00

Arnold's No. 176, faft ofmean time at Greenwich on ditto 10 13 33 00

And gaining per day at the rate of, - - 49 37
Kendall's faft of mean time at Greenwich on ditto 9 8 30 00

And gaining per day at the rate of, - - 26 ii

The mean variation by two compafles and eighteen fets

of obfervations, differing from 24° 9' to 27° 10', was 25° 30'

The latitude of the place of obfervation by four meri-

dional altitudes, taken on {bore with the artificial horizon, ^6 1 4 55

BOOK



BOOK THE SIXTH.

Passage to the southward along the western coast

OF America; double cape Horn; touch at St.

Helena ; arrive in England.

CHAPTER I.

Depart from port Conclufion—Arrival at Nootka—TranfaElions there—'

Vijit Maguinna at Tahpieis—AJlronomical obfervationsjor correcting the

furvey between cape Douglas and cape Decijion.

1 HE preparations that had been made for our departing immediately Auguft.

on the return of the boats, proved of Httle importance, as the s. e. gale

which commenced on the day of their arrival, continued with little varia-

tion to blow very violently from the direftion in which I purpofed to

fteer, attended with very heavy rain, and thick foggy weather until friday Friday as.

evening, when the atmofphere became fomewhat clearer, and the wind

more moderate. Although it continued to be contrary to our purfuit,

yet being completely tired of remaining in this inaftive folitary fituation,

I determined to put to fea, and with the Chatham departed from port

Conclufion. We plied towards the ocean, but made little progrefs, as

we were flill attended bv adverfe winds and thick foggy weather.

It was not until the morning of the 24th that we reached the open Sunday 24.

ocean, in accompliflnng of which, we were in imminent danger of lofing

the velTcls about twelve o'clock the preceding night, by being driven on

cape Ommaney. The faint variable winds, and the great irregularity of

the tides, fat us fo near to that promontory, and the rock that lies near it,

that it required our utmoll efforts in towing to keep the ^'e^cls off from
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the land, and confcquently from the inevitable deftruftion that mufl have

followed. A very heavy weftern fvvell at this time broke with great fury

not half a mile from us ; and as no anchorage, or even bottom could be

found, our fituation for fome time was moft ferioufly alarming; from

which however, we were moil providentially extricated, by a gentle

breeze fpringing up from the n. w., when in the moft perilous and criti-

cal ftatc that can be imagined.

This breeze by two in the morning, enabled us to gain a fufficient dif-

tance from the fhore, to allow the boats, which had been employed iji

towing the fhip from the rocks, to be taken on board. In the execution

of this bufinefs we had the misfortune of lofing Ifaac Wooden, one of

the cutter's crew, who unfortunately fell overboard; and although a boat

was inftantly fent to his afliftance, yet as he was no fwimmer, and as in

falling he unluckily ftruck his head againft the boat's gunwale, he funk

fo immediately that no help could be afforded him. This poor fellow

had afTifted in moft of the boat excurfions, was highly regarded by his

comrades, and much regretted by his officers ; in fhort, he was a good

man, and an aftive failor ; and to commemorate his unexpefled and me-

lancholy fate, I named the rock which lies off cape Ommaney, Wood-
en's Rock.

At day-light we had a frefh gale from the n. w., and having now finally

accomplifhed fo much of my commiffion, as appertained to the difcovery

of any navigable water communication, from the north pacific into the

interior of the American continent, my attention became direfted to the

adjuftment of thofe differences that had arifen in my negociation with

Sen' Ouadra as to the cefTion of Nootka ; under the idea that a fufficient

time had now elapfcd, fince the departure of Lieutenant Broughton, for

the arrival of the neceffary inftruftions at that place, by which I might

be enabled to regulate my future conduft, with refpc6l to the reftitution

of thofe territories.

In this expeftation our courfe was direfted fouth-eaftward towards

Nootka, pafTmg about 3 leagues to the weftward of the Hazy iflands

;

thefeform a group of fmall rocky iflets a league in extent, lying s. 7 e.,

at the diftance of 16 leagues from cape Ommaney ; s. 62 w. from cape

3 Decifion

;
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Decifion, and 3 leagues weft from Coronation iflatid, which is t! icar-

eft land to them. At noon the fouthernmoft land in fight, being C° de

St. Bartolom, forming the north point of entrance into Puerto del Bay-

lio Bucareli, and difcovered by Sen' Quadra in 1775, bore by compafs

s. 87 E. ; the neareft (hore was a confpicuous promontory, which I

diftinguiftied by the name of Cape Addington after the fpeakcr of

the Houfe of Commons, n. 73 e., diftant 4 or 5 leagues; Warren's

ifland in the entrance of Clarence's ftrait, n. 9 e. ; mount Calder, n. 1 e. ;

Coronation ifland, N. 13 w. to N. 30 w. ; and cape Ommaney, n. 44 w.

In this fituation the obferved latitude was 55° 29^', and the longitude,

agreeably to the pofition of feveral confpicuous ftations as fixed by for-

mer obfervations, and now very accurately correfponding, was found to

be 225° 58' ; but by the chronometers, allowing their rate and error as

afcertained at port Conclufion, the longitude was by Kendall's chrono-

meter 226° 4', by Arnold's No. 14, 226° 3' 45", and by No. 176, 226° i^'

30" ; hence it would appear, that fome alteration in their rate of going

had taken place fince the laft obfervations were made in port Conclufion,

on the evening of the 18th; and particularly in No. 176, wbich it is ne-

ceflary to remark, had for the purpofe of obferving with, been there taken

on fhore.

In the afternoon we paffed C" del St. Bartolom, which, according to

our obfervations, is fituated in latitude g^° 12^', longitude 226° 34'. From

this cape, in a direftion s. 21 e. at the diftance of 14 miles, and 12

miles from the neareft part of the contiguous fliore, lies a very low flat

rocky iflet, furrounded by rocks and breakers, that extend fome diftance

from it ; from thefe circumftances, and from its being fo far diftant from the

main land, it is rendered one of the moft dangerous impediments to na-

vigation that we had met with on the exterior coaft ; and hence it obtained

the name of the Wolf Rock. S. 1 1 w. from this rock, at the diftance

of 3 leagues, lies a fmall high ifland, named by Mr. Dixon, Forrefter's

Ifland; between thefe we pafl'ed, and fo far as we became acquainted

with the channel, it appeared to be clear and free from interruption.

After paffing Forrefter's ifland, our courfe was dire6led towards the Monday

north-weft point of Queen Charlotte's iflands, with an intention of exa-

mining their exterior coaft, for the purpofe of corre6ling any error that

Q q 2 might
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might have occu/red in our ionner furvcv; but this wc were unable to

afconiphfh, on account of tlic thick h;i7.v or Ib^fjv weather which Tor the

mod part obfcuretl the land from our view, an.i when vifdile, it was icen

but indifliiittly. 1 his weiitlier was attended by calms, or hght variable

winds, Tj adverfe to our purfuit, that it was not until the 1 ft of Teptcmber

that we gained light of" tlie wellernmofl of" Scot's 'Hands. At noon this

illand bore by compals n. 8 i:., and our oblerved latitude being 50" 21',

flieu'cd the longitude to be 2,30" 35'; but by the clircnometers allowing die

rate as before ftated, Kendall's chronometer gave 230" .j6' 45" ; Arnold's

No. 11, -3o"45'.ij"; and No. 176, 23 To' 15". Now, although we

were not pofitively certain as to the identical part of the ifland to which

thele calculations applied, (it being but juft vifible in the horizon) yet,

concluding the longitude as had been afcertained by its bearings, and tiic

obferved latitude of the (hip to be moft correft ; the former opinion, that

the chronometers had varied fince our laft obfervations by them in port

Conclufion, was now very much ftrengthened, as we were thoroughly con-

vinced that no error, either in making the prefent or any of the former

obfervations, had taken place ; the moft particular care and attention

having ever been obferved throughout the whole voyage on all fuch

occafions.

The wiTid at n.w. gradually increafed to a gentle gale, accompanied

by clear and pleafant weather, which brought us by fix in the evening of

the following day to an anchor in Friendly cove, Nootka found ; here

we found His Catholic Majefty's armed veffels the PrincifTa, Aranfafu,

and the St. Carlos, belonging to the eftablifliment at St. Bias, with the

Phoenix bark, commanded by Mr. Hugh Moor, from Bengal ; the floop

Prince le Boo, one of Mr. Brown's fquadron, commanded by Mr.

Gordon from China, who had been employed in collefting furs during the

fummer upon this coaft, moftly to the northward of Nootka ; befide thefb

Englifh traders, was the Wafhington, J. Kendrick, commander, of Bofton

in America ; who had been employed in the fame purfuit, but whofe

veffel was now under repair.

The PrincifTa commanded by Sen'- Fidalgo had arrived from St. Bias

only the day before, and had brought hither Brigadier General Don

Jofe
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Jofe Manuel Alava, colonel of the regiment of Pucbla, ami governor of '794-

Nootka. -.- *

The appointment of this gentleman as governor of Nootka, had

taken place in confequence of the death of our higlily valuable and much
efteemed friend Sen' Quadra, who in the month of march had died

at St. Bias, univerfally lamented. Having endeavoured, on a former oc-

cafion, to point out the degree of admiration and rcfpcft with which the

condutl of Sen'' Quadra towards our little community had impreffed

us during his life; I cannot refrain, now that he is no more, from ren-

dering that jullice to his memory to which it is fo amply intitled, by

ftating, that the unexpe6led melancholy event of his deceafe operated

on the minds of us all, in a way more eafily to be imagined than dc-

fcribed ; and whilft it excited our mod grateful acknowledgments, it

produced the deeped regret for the lofs of a charafter I'o amiable, and

fo truly ornamental to civil fociety.

The Difcovery having in the courfe of the day greatly outfailcd the

Chatham, the latter did not arrive until after dark ; for this reafon, our for-

mal vifit to the governor was deferred until the day following. Mr. Puget

had come down the coaft from Woody point, much nearer to the fliore

than we had done; and from him I learned, that between the entrance of

the found, and the breakers which are about 7 or 8 miles to the wedward

of it, he had met with much fea-weed ; growing about 2 miles from the

fhore in very irregular depths of water, from 5 to 10 fathoms, rocky

bottom, until within about 2 miles of Friendly cove, when the fea-weed

difappeared, and the depth of water greatly increafed.

On wcdnefday morning we waited upon the governor, who dill re- Wcdnd. ^.

fided on board the Princida, where we were received by him and Sen""-

Fidalgo with marks of the mod polite and friendly attention, I was

foon given to underdand by Sen'- Alava, that his appointment to this

government had taken place as above dated for the particular purpofe of

finidiing the pending negociation, refpe6ling the cedion of tlu fe territo-

ries ; which, in confequence of the diderent condruflion put on the fird

article of the Spanifh convention, of the 28th of oftober 1750, by the

late Sen""' Quadra and myfelf, had, fincc the month of feptember

17.92,
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1792, been intirely fufpcndi-d. The predMit governor however was ftill

unprovided with the credentials ncccH'ary for finifhing this bufinefs; but

on his departure from St. Bias in June, thcfe documents were hourly

e.\pe61ed, and a veflel was waiting there in readinefs to be difpatched to

this port, provided they arrived in time for her reaching Nootka on or

before the irjt\\ ofo6lober; but ii\ the event of her not being able to

effefta pafl'age by that time, fhew": .0 repair to Monterrey. In confe-

quence of this arrangement Sen' Alava purpofed to remain here until

that period fliould arrive ; and as no communication from England, ei-

ther of a public or private nature, liad yet reached me, I confidered it to

be highly probable, that a duplicate of my inftruftions for the like pur-

pofe might be tranfmitted by the fame conveyance.

Under this impreflion, and the confideration of many other circum-

ftances relative to the fituation of both veffels, I thought it mod advife-

able to determine on remaining till that period with Sen' Alava; indeed it

was not very likely, from the various important duties we had now to

execute, with the inadequate means we pofTeffed for doing fo, that we

fhould be enabled to proceed much before that time. Our ftore of cord-

age was completely exhaufted, nor had we a fathom of rope but what

was then inufe; the whole of it was much worn, and had been fpliced

in feveral places, and therefore it became necelTary to contrive fome

means for procuring a fupply before we could venture to fea again. The

quantity which our Spanifh friends, or the trading veffels in this port,

were likely to afford us, was very inadequate to our necefTities, which

obliged us to refort to the expedient of converting fome of our cables

into cordage. This would neceffarily prove a tedious bufinefs, efpccially

as we had to conflruft a machine for that purpofe. The Chatham was

not only in a fimilar predicament with refpeft to cordage, but fhe re-

quired caulking, and immediate repair in fome of her plank, that was found

to be rotten. Both veffels demanded many fpars to be cut and prepared;

the fails and caflcs flood in need of great repair; and it had become effen-

tially imporunt, that the obiervatory fliould be ere6led on fliore, for the

purpofe of afcertaining more pofitively the rate and error of our chrono-

meters,
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meters, in order to corrctl our furvcy from cape Douglas to cape

Dccifion; for notwithdanding that I had little doubt in my own mind

of the mode that had been purfued, yet I was fenfible that correfpond-

ing obfervations at \his place would be very latisfadory.

With thefe objects in contemplation, our time was not likely to be

unprofitably employed; and although I would gladly have podponed

the execution of thefe feveral talks until our arrival in a more fouthern

clime, where we had reafon to believe the weather would be more favo-

rable to our wilhes, and where the necelfary refrefliments of which we
all flood fo much in need, might have been procured in greater abun-

dance; yet it would have been highly indifcreet, and extremely dange-

rous, for the veffels to have put to fea again, until a fupply of cordage

could be provided. In addition to this, other circumftances feemed to

demand, that I fliould remain within the reach of any difpatches that

might have been forwarded through New Spain; which could only be

Jone by flaying here, or reforting to fome of the fouthern Spanifli

lettlements, where we Ihould lofe the advantage of procuring the fpars

and plank which were now required; and as rTcfl of our bufincfs mufl

have been ill executed on board the veffels, I felt little encouragement,

when I refleftcd on the treatment we had experienced the priceding year

from the a6ling governor of California, to expe6l being indulged with

permilfion for performing it on fhore, in any of the ports under his ju-

rildiftion.

Thefe weighty confiderations induced me to refolve on continuing at

Nootka until all our important operations were ompkted; and if in the

mean time I fhould receive any inflruftions for the government of my
condu6l, as to the retlitution of thefe territories, by the expefted Spanifh

packet, or by any other conveyance, I (liould be upon the fpot to at\

with Sen'' Alava as the nature of my orders might require.

I took an early opportunity of reprefenting to Sen' Alava our necefTi-

tous condition, and requefled his permilfion to ereft our obfervatory and

tents on fhore. To this requefl he gave his mofl hearty concurrence,

and feemed very earneflly to regret, that the flate of their eflablifliment

precluded
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precluded him from adminiflering to our \v-ants in that efFeftual manner,

to which he was prompted by his incHnations.

Sen' Saavadra, who had remained in charge of Nootka fince our for-

mer vifit, joined our party on ";oard the Princifla, where the day pafled

in making inquiries about the civihzed world, and in deploring the tur-

bulent and unhappy flate of Europe. The melancholy circumilanccs

that had been detailed by Mr. Brown, were now confirmed by thefe gen-

tlemen to the clofe of the year 1793 ; and we became much concerned

by the events that had happened, and alarmed at the fatal confequences

which it was natural to fuppofe they muft produce.

The weather v/as gloomy with continual rain, but it did not prevent

Maquinna and Clewpandoo, with fome other chiefs, and a few of the na-

tives, from vifiting the veflels. The two former received fuch compli-

ments as were fuitable to their rank, with which they were highly fatis-

fied ; and the latter difpofed of a fcanty fupply of fifh at a very exorbi-

tant price. Filh liad become of great value amongfl thefe people, as

either from the badnefs of the feafon during the preceding fummer, or

from their negle6l and inattention in providing their ufual fupply for the

winter, they had experienced the greatell diftrefs for want of provifions

during that period ; and had not Sen' Saavadra adminiftered to their re-

lief, many of them would probably have fallen a facrifice to the fcarcity.

And although the provident care he had taken was inadequate to all

that was demanded of him, yet the alTiftance he had been able to afford

them, was, much to the credit of the natives, acknowledged by them

with the mofl grateful exprelfions.

The governor. Sen" Fidalgo, Saavadra, and fome others of the Spa-

nifli officers, honored us with a return of our vifit onthurfday morning;

but in confequence of our reduced flock of powder, I was under the

necefTity of declining the ufual ceremony of faluting, which was very

politely excufed and difpenfed with by the whole party.

The weather continued very rainy and unpleafant until faturday morn-

ing, when the clouds difperfed with a breeze from the weftward, and the

weather became clear and agreeable. The tents, obfervatory, and in-

(Iruments, were now fcnt on fliore; the fails dried and unbent, and our

various
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various ferviccs ^v•erc put in a tiain lor execution, in v^'hicli we were

afliRcd by fomc Spanifli caulkers antl carpenters, who were employed on

hoard the Chatliam ; and on nionday loUov.ing liavinir condrutled a Mond^yS.

macliine, we began making rope from the materials of a new bo\\er

cable.

WhiHl the wind continued in the wedern qtiarter, it regularly died away

every evening; and through the night light airs |)rcvailed from the land,

which were ill cceeded hv the refrefhinff weHcrlv breeze from the fca in

the day time, accompanied by cheerful pleafant weather; which, with the

advantage of the ibcicty we liere met, made our time pafs as agreeably as

could well l)e expefJed in thefe rude and dillant regions.

On wethiefdav tiic wind again blew frcfli liom the s.e. and exhibited Wednrr. 10.

another of the very rare inflances of lightning and tliunder in this coun-

try, which with torrents of rain continued moil of the night.

The wind returned again to the weftward on thurfday evening, and Tharftiayu.

brought widi it fair and pleafant weather ; with which the Aranfafu failed

for St. Bias, and throug i Sen' Alava's civility, I tranfmitted by this

opportunity a letter to the AdmiraUy, ftating our having accompliftied

the furvey of North Weil America, and the expe6lation I was in of re-

ceiving their final in(lru6Hons for the accomphfhment of the other objefts

of my commiirion.

Both wind and weather, as might rcafonably be expefled on tlie ap-

proach of the autumnal equinox, became now very changeable; 011

the 13th the atrnofphere was dark and gloomy, with drifting fhowers;

and the wind from the s. f,., which in the afternoon fuddcnly fliifted to

the \".F,., blew in heavy fqualk, accompanied by a very heavy fall of

rain. Xotwithflanding that tlie wind came direftly from the land, yet

towards midnight, when the gale fcemed to be at its height, an extremely

heavy fwell rolled in from the ocean, and broke with great fury on the

fhorrs of the found that were expofed to its influence; and even thofe of

tiiis little cove were by the furge greatly annoyed. This kind of weather

continued until the 17th, and much retarded our feveral works, which Wcdnei. 17.

(()u\d not v^t he confidered as in any ftate of forwardnefs. The violence

of the equinoxial gales from this time Teemed to have abated, and a feries
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of fair ^v'cather, with regular land and fea breezes, Enabled our people

to make all the progrefs that the tedious nature of their feveral labours

would permit.

Since our arrival we had occafionally been vifited by Maquinna, Clem-

paneloo, with fome of the inferior chiefs, and many of the inhabitants,

who fold us a few fifli, and brought to market fome venifon ; but mofl

of thcfe people had now retired to their winter habitations up the found.

Thefe Sen' Alava exprelled a defire to vifit, and as we all knew that fuch

an excurfion would be highly flattering to Maquinna, and to the other

chiefs and people, a party was formed with three of our boats, and a

Spanifh launch to carry the luggage. Notwithftanding that we were

well perfuaded of the friendly difpofition of the natives, yet I confidered

it necefTary that the boats fhould be equipped for defence, as on all other

fuch cccafions. The fettled (late of the weather had now not only fa-

vored and forwarded all our tranfuflions, but was extremely inviting, to

the relaxation we had in view.

Sen" Alava and Fidalgo, with Mr. Menzies, accompanied me in the

Difcovery's yawl ; Mr. Pugct, attended by fome of the officers of the

Chatham, was in the cutler; Lieutenant Swaine, with fome of the gen-

ti' men of the Difcovery, were in our large cutter; and with ihofe in the

Spanifh launch, our party confilicd of fifty-fix officers and men. No-

doubt was entertained that Maquinna, who had been informed of the

honor intended him, would be in readinefs to receive u*, and for this

reafon our courfe was firll directed towards Tahffieis, the place of his

refidence. But as we were not much ailifted by the wind, it was near

fun-fet before we arrived at a very plerJant fpot not far from Maquinna s

village, where we pitched our tents; and as the day was too far ad-

vanced, our ceremonial vifit was deferred until the next day, and a mef-

fage to that tffet> was fent by CUv)paneloo, who had attended us from the

fliips. But Maquinna, who with his people was in readinefs to receive us,

inflantly difpatchcd a mcffenger, requefling that we would repair to his

refidence that evening. This however we thought proper to decline, but

in order that Maquinna might be fiuisfied of our intentions to vifit hin)

in diC morning, fome of the gentlemen walked to the village, and ex-

plained
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plained to him, that it was the latenefs of the hour only that prevented

our then complying with his requeft.

Matters being comfortably arranged for the night, centinels were

planted, as well to avoid any furprize from the natixes, as to prevent our

own people from ftraying to their hnbit;nions, from wlience difputes or

mifunderflandings might ha\earircn; Ihirt orders were iffued to this ef-

fcft, and being uniformly adhered to, the night palled without die leall

interruption.

• After breakfafl on frida)' morning,' we proceeded with the four boats to I'nday -.6.

Tahfheis, and were welcomed on our approach to the Ihore by a vocife-

rous old man, exclaiming '•' Waco/Ii, xoacojh ;" by which he meant to e.vprefs

friendftiip, and the good intentions of the natives towards us. Thefe fen-

timents being returned in a fimilar manner by our party, we landed, and

M'ere received by Maquinna and two of his brothers, IVhadaffe puliz,

and Tatoochfeatticus, with repeated expreflions of " WacoJJi" until we

were almolt flunned with their gratulations. This ceremony being

concluded, we were conduced through the village to Maquinna^ habita-

tion, where we were led to feats prepared and covered with clean mats

at the upper end of the houfe.

Having taken our feats, about thirty men began each to beat with a

flick on a hollow board, in order to affemble the inhabitants of the vil-

lage to that fpot ; this fummons being readily obeyed, Maquimia in-

formed the affembled crowd with great earneftnefs, and in a fpeech

of fome length, that our vifit was to be confidered as a great honor

done to him, and that it had taken place in confequencc of the civil

and orderly behaviour of all the inhabitants of the found under his au-

thority towards the Englifh and the Spaniards. This, he obferved, was

not the cafe with Wicananijh, or any other chief whofe people commit-

ted a6ls of violence and depredation on the veflels and their crews that

vifited their country; but that fuch behaviour was not praftifed at

Nootka, and that for this reafon they had been more frequently vifited;

by which means, their wealth in copper, cloth, and various other articles

of great value to them, had been increafed far exceeding that of any

of their neighbours. He particularly mentioned fome tribes, but by
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appellations we were not acquainted with, over whom he feemed to

confidcr our vifit to him as a great triumph; and from his manner of

fpcakiug, there evidently appeared to exifl no fmall degree of jealoufy

between them. He then proceeded to enumerate the various good qua-

lities that marked the charatler of the Spaniards and the Englifli ; that

both were ftrongly attached to himfelf and his people, and that he hoped

tliat we fliould be much pleafed by being entertained according to their

manner of receiving vifitors.

I'he performers I believe were all in readinefs without, and anxious

to begin their part; for the inflant v\/«,7?/in?ifl had ceafed fpeaking, the

hollow board mufic recommenced, and a man entered the houfe molt

fantaftically drelTed in a war garment, which reached to the calves of his

legs, but not below them ; this was varioufly ornamented, as was alfo his

face with black and red paint, fo that his features appeared to be mod
extravagantly diflorted, or more properly fpeaking, they were fcarcely

diflinguifhable ; his hair was powdered, or rather intirely covered with

the moft delicate white down of young fea fowl, and in his hand he bore

a muflcet with a fixed bavonet, making altogether a moll favage, though

at the fame time a wliimfica! figure; this man was followed by about

twenty more, decorated with confiderable variety after the fame fafhion,

but differently armed ; fome like himfelf with mulkets, others with pillols,

fwords, daggers, fpears, bows, arrows, fi(h-gigs, aiid hatchets, feeni-

ingly with intent to difplay their wealth and power, by an exhibition of

the feveral implements they polfcl'led, as well for the ufc of war, as for

obtaining the different 1 ceffaries of life.

'J'his indefcribable group of figures was drawn up bclorc us; and

notwithflanding we were perfedlly fatisficdof the liarmlcfs a^id peaceable

intentions of thefe people, yet I believe there was not one of our party

intirely free from thofe fenfations which will naturally arile from the fight

of fuch unufual objefls ; whole liivage and barbarous appearance, was not

a little augmented by their aflions and vociferous behaviour, accompa-

nied by an exhibition, that confided principally of jumping in a very pe-

culiar manner. In this effort the legs did not feem to partake much of

the exertion, although they fomctimes raifed themfelves to a conddcrable

2 height

;
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height ; and we underftood that thofe were confidcred to be the bell

performers, who kept their feet conftantly parallel to each other, or in

one certain pofition, with the lead podible inclination of the knees. After

tiiefe had hnifhed their part, Maguinna performed a mafls. dance by himfelf,

in whicii, with great addrefs, he frequently and almofl; imperceptibly

changed his malk; this feemed to be a very favorite amufcment of hi^s,

as he appeared to be in high fpirits, and to take great delight in the

performance. The maflcs he had made choice of, certainly did credit to

his imagination in point of whimfical cffeft; his drefswas different from

that worn by any of the other performers, confiding of a cloak and a

kind of fliort apron, covered with hollow fhells, and fmall pieces of cop-

per fo placed as to ftrike againft each other, and to produce a jingling

noife; which, being accompanied by the niufic before defcribcd as a fub-

(litute for a drum, and fome vocal exertions, produced a favage difcor-

dant noife as offenfive to the ear, as the former exhibition had been to

the eye. But as the objeft of our vifit was a compliment to Maquinna,

a previous determination to be plcaled infured our plaudits, which were

bountifully beflowed, and received with great pleafure and fatisfa6lion by

the furrounding fpeftators.

A paufe now took place in the entertainments, which however was

foon filled up to the great gratification of our hod and his friends. The
prefents that had been provided for tlic occafion were now exhibited to

public view, confiding of copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear fiiells, and

a variety of fmall articles of lei's value ; thefe were feverally didributcd

hv Sen'- Alava and myfelf to Maqidyxna and his relations, according to

the rank and confequcnce of each; in tliefe tokens of our friendfliip we

fucceeded fo well, that our liberal donations foon refounded through the

village, and the glad tidings were received with loud acclamations of ap-

plaufe. On thefe fubfiding, wc had a fecond vocal and infhumental

performance, which concluded by a return from Maquinna for the pre-

fents we had made. In this Maquinna did not perfonally appear; 11%^-

claJJ'e pultz, a6ling as mader of the ceremonies, fird addreffed Sen'' Alava

in a fliort fpeech, refpe£ling the friendfhip that had fo long been edablidied

between the Spaniards, and the tribes under the autlwrity of Maquinna,

who
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who, he faid, was highly pleafcd by the trouble he had taken in paying

him this diftant vifit ; and that, as a proof of Maguinnaa fincerity, he w^s

then about to make fome return for the repeated inflances of friendfliip

he had experienced, by placing a fea otter fl^in at the feet of Sen' Alava.

I then received a fimilar compliment, as did Sen'- F'dalgo and Mr. Puget.

after which Sen"^- Alava and myfelf were each prefented with a fccond

fea otter fkin, which concluded the ceremonies of this vifit.

The daV was not vet far advanced; and being fair and pleafant, we

amufed ourfelves in flrolling through the village; and found it, although

extenfive, far from being numeroufly inhabited. This was accounted

for by Maquinna, who fhited, that many families were ftill abfent, not

having yet procured their flock of provifions for the enfuing winter fea-

fon ; at which time, if all their habitations are fully occupte<l, its popu-

lation cannot be much lefs than eight or nine hundred perfons. Mnquin-

na\ habitation was confiderably larger than any of the others, and had '

\"ery fuperior advantage over them all by being lefs filthy ; it was c^t pre-

fect not more than half occupied, nor was it intirely covered in, th( ugh

it did not appear to have been recently crc6led; but we remained ig-

norant of the reafon why fo large a proportion of the roof remained im-

finifhed. The conftruftion of the Nootka houfes, efpecially with rcfpc6l

to their infido, has been fo fully treated by Captain Cook, as to preclude

any material addition from my pen; yet it is Angularly remarkable,

(although particularly reprefented in Mr. Webber's drawing of the vil-

lage in Friendly cove) that Captain Cook fhould not have taken any

notice whatever in his journal, of the immenfe pieces of timber which

are raifed, and horizontally placed on wooden pillars, about eighteen

inches above the roof of the largeft houfes in that village; one of which

pieces of timber was of fize fufficient to have made a lower mad for a

third rate man of war. Thefe, together with the large images, were at

that time fuppofed to denote the habitation of the chief, or principal per-

fon of the tribe; and the opinion then formed, has been repeatedly

confirmed by obfervations made during this voyage. One or more

houfes in many of the delerted villages, as well as in moft of the inha-

bited ones we had vifited, were thus diftinguifhed. On the houfe of

Maquinna
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Maqiihina were tliree of thefe immenfe fpars ; the middle piece was the

Imgcft, and mcafured at the but-end nearly five feet in diameter; this

extended the whole length of the habitation, which was about an hun-

dred feet long. It was placed on pillars of v;ood ; that which fupported

it within the upper end of the houfc was about fifteen feet in circumfe-

rence, and on it was carved one of their diftorted reprefentations of a

gigantic human figure. We remained totally unacquainted with the inten-

tion of, or the purpofe that was to be anfwered by, theic fingular roof trees

;

but it is natural to fuppofe that they muft be directed to fome important

objeft, as the raifing of fuch immenfe mafles of timber twelve or four-

teen feet from the ground, and placing them firmly on the pillars by

which they are fupported, muft, to a people fo totally devoid of mecha-

nical powers, be a moft tedious and laborious operation.

Our curiofity being fatisfied, and our pockets completely emptied by

the unremitting folicitations of the inhabitants of Tahfheis, of the ftock

of trinkets with which we had been provided, we proceeded to the upper

end of the arm, which afforded me an opportunity of explaining to

Sen""' Alava r'le manner, in which the numerous canals and branches la

the continent he had feen delineated on our charts, terminated ; as this

ended in the fame way, by a low border of land in the front of a valley,

through which fome fmall ftreams of water were difchargcd; but the

adjacent fhores were infinitely lefs high than we had been accuflomed to

oblerve; where having ftrolled a little about in the (kirts of the woods,

we returned to our encampment. Here we found Maqiiinna with feve-

ral of our Tahfheian friends, who were very folicitous that we fhould re-

turn and partake in the evening of an entertainment fimilar to that we

had received in the morning; but as we had appointed to be at home on.

funday morning, and had promifed a vifit to our friend Ckiopaneloa at

his principal rcfidence called Mooetchee, which was at a confiderable

diftance from Tahlheis, it was not in our power to comply with the civil-

folicitations of Maquimia and his fraternity.

We were honored at dinner with the company of Maquinna, moft of

his family, and many of the other chiefs ; who, with the moft unequivocal

aifurances of their fricndftiip, and with expreflions of the great pleafure

they
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>70i- tliey had derived from our vifit, bad us farewell after dinner, and uc
September.

'—v-—
' departed.

As Mooetchee is fituated near the upper part of the next branch to

the eaftward of Tahflieis canal, our route was dircftcd back by the

way we had come; and having reached in the evening the dividing point

of thcfe two arms of the fea, which is fituated about >;. 6 k., iix or

feven miles from Friendly cove, we pitched our tents for the night, in

order to have the day before us for vifiting Clezvpaneloo, v/hofe habita-

tion was about feven or eight miles from us ; towards which place, after

Saturday 27. brcakfaft on faturday morning, we proceeded; and as our vifit was not

intended to be a very long one, the Spanifh launch was left in a plca-

fant fituation, in order to pitch the encampment, and provide a dinner

againfl; our return; by which means our journey to the fliip the next

day would be materially (liortened. Our progrefs was not very rapid,

as both wind, and the ftream which I believe in general runs down,

were adverfe to our purfuit, which was through a region fo wild and

inhofpitable in its appearance, as occafioned Sen'- Alava frequently to

exprefs his aftonifhment, that it could ever have been an objed of con-

tention between our refpeflive fovereigns. The fliores either conllituied

impenetrable forefts, produced from the fiffures of a rugged rocky

country, or were formed by ftupendous barren precipices, rifing per-

pendicularly from the water to an immenfe height ; fo that, excepting

the ice and catarafls to which we had been accuflomed in many other in-

flances, Sen'- Alava was enabled from this fhort excurfion to form

a very complete idea of the general chara6ler of thofe countries to ihc

northward of this ftation, which had fo long occupied our time and

labour.

It was nearly three in the afternoon before we reached the viliaije of

Mooetchee, which confifted of a few houfcs huddled together in a cove,

with as little regularity in the difpofal of them as was apparent in the

conduft of its inhabitants ; who crowded about us, and produced us much

inconvenience, although with the moft inoffenfive and peaceable defign.

Our friend Clewpaneloo, though their chief, feemed not to poffcfs fuf-

ficient influence to reftrain this behaviour, even within his own habi-

tation,
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tation, to wliich we were condu6led by a very narrow paflage be-

tween the houfes ; tlie filth of" which, and the combination of fo

many offenfive exhalations, rendered it highly ncccdary to our feel-

ings, that as much difpatch as poilible (iiouid be ufed in the dilhibu-

tion of our prefents, which, when efletlcd, would leave us perfectly

at liberty to depart, without giving the leafl offence to our hofl or

to any of his riends. On this occafion, ceremonies fimilar to thofe

pra6tifed at Tahfiieis were here obferved ; but the want of order and

decorum, independently of the difference in point of numbers between

Tahfheis and Mooetchce, evinced the fuperiority of Maquinna^, autho-

rity, when compared widi that of the neighbouring chiefs ; amongft

whom Clewpaneloo was reputed to be one of the firft in wealth and

power ; and I certainly noticed as many of their large fquare boxes, in

which they generally keep their valuables, in his habitation, as I liad

done in almoft all the other houfes colleftively taken, but what tliey

contained we did not intirely learn ;
yet, if credit were to be given to

our landlord, they were all well appropriated, being, according to his

account, filled with the fkins of the fea otter, bear, deer, martin, and

other animals of the country, or with copper, iron, cloth, and other

European commodities.

Our part being performed, and our ftore of prefents exhauRed, we re-

turned to our boats, accompanied by Clexopaneloo, who made us in return

prefents fimilar to thofe we had received from Maquimia ; to which he

added one infinitely more valuable than all the reft. This was a very

fine buck, juft killed; which being depofited in our boat, we took

leave of Mooetchee, amidft reiterated acclamations of " Wacqfh, Wacofli"

with repeated intreaties of the moft friendly nature to prolong our ftay

;

but as the day was now far advanced, no time was loft in making the

heft of our way towards the ftation where the Spanifti launch had been

left ; this we reached in the evening, and found every thing comfortably

prepared for our reception.

As we bent our way homewards the next morning, we flopped at an

anchoring place called by the natives Mowenna, in great repute with

the traders on this coaft, and particularly fo with the Americans. It is

Vol. III. S s fuuated

1791.
Sepioniber.

^1'
"M

{ •

;.«M

«" * tit* ril- **^H

;H;;
•y;

^*^"(!*-

^^m

.1 ,1 ? ? iJiHlKtl

„'./
IV



3M A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
•791-

Septembei'.

Monday 29.

lituated on the weftern fide of the found, between four and five miles to

the northward of Friendly cove, over which it pofiefTes (though further

from the Tea) fcveral advantages in point of fecurity and accommodation.

The land in its neighbourhood continues to be low to a greater diftance

than about Friendly cove, and feems to be compofed of lefs rocky mate-

rials. The extent of this harbour is but fmall, but being well protefted

againft all winds, and its didance from the ocean preventing its being

much affefted by the fwcll, (everal vefTeis might ride here in perfeft

fafety ; and as it has a fair navigable channel out of it in a foutherly di-

reftion, vefTels can fail out of this harbour whenever the land wind

prevails to pufli them clear of the fou»'d, with infinitely more eafe than

from Friendly cove ; out of which, they are firft obliged to warp a con-

fiderable diftance, and to anchor not only in an inconvenient depth of

water, but on an uneven rocky bottom; in addition to which in the event

of the wind fuddenly fetting in ftrongfrom the fea, their fituation becomes

by no means pleafant. The departure from Friendly cove, although not

difficult in the fummcr (iiafon, yet (as I have been given to underftand) is

fubjeft in the winter to great, and indeed dangerous, inconvenience, from

the heavy fea which rolls in flormy weather into die found ; efpecially

during the s. e. gales, againft which, from its vicinity to the ocean, it is

not fufficiently protefted. As a military eftablidiment however, it is

greatly to be preferred to Mowenna, as nothing can pals or repafs into

the found unobferved at Friendly cove.

About noon we arrived on board. Nothing of any moment had oc-

curred during our abfence ; the weather, which had been favorable to our

excurfion, had been fo likewife to the feveral employments of re-equip-

ment, though we had yet much remaining to perform.

On monday afternoon arrived a very fmall fhip called the Jenny,

belonging to Briftol; the fame vcfiel that had vifitcd Nootka in oftober,

1792, then rigged as a three-n^alled fchooner, and commanded by Mr.

Baker, who had proceeded in her to England, with the cargo of furs he

had then collefted. She was now commanded by a Mr. John Adamfon,

who had returned with her from England, and had in the courfe of the pre-

ceding fummcr in the neighbourhood of Queen Charlotte's iflands, col-

leftcd
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lefted upwarrls of two thoufand fca otter ikins, with which he was bound

to the Chinefe market, and from Canton was to be employed as packet

in the fervice of the Ead India company. He brought us the agreeable

intelligence of having met Mr. Brown in the Jackal on the coaft, in the

latitude of 54°, for whofe fafety wc had cntmtained fomc apprehenfion

;

for when we left Mr. Brown in port Althorp, it was his intention to pro-

ceed to the fouthward through the inland navigation, and as the inhabi-

tants of thole fliores had a6led a very fufpicious part towards Mr.

Whidbey, we were fearful left Mr. Brown's fmall force might not have

been equal to his proteftion.

The ferenity of the weather continued to favor our operations with

litde interruption. The wind blew for a few hours on tuefday afternoon Tucfdayso.

from the s.e. attended with rain; but the n. \v. wind again prevailed, oaober.

and the weather became fair and pleafant the next morning. w^MfTiT
On the day following I was honored with the company of the Cover- Timrfday 2.

nor. Sen"- Fidalgo, Saavadra, and moft of the Spanifh officers to dine on

board the Dil'covery. The very exhaufted ftate of my ftores, and flock

of articles neceffary on fuch occafions, had precluded my receiving this

pleafure fo frequendy as I could have wifhed.

I was very agreeably furprized by receiving a mefTage from the gover-

nor on faturday afternoon, purporting that the expefted Spanifh packet Saturday 4.

from St. Bias was in the offing; thefe however were but fliort lived hopes,

for we no fooner had recourfe to our glaffes, than we became of opinion

that the vefTel in qucftion was the Jackal. But as the wind at this time

blew flrong from the s.e. attended with dark, rainy, hazy weather, and

as fhe could not reach the port before dark, fhe ftood to fea again ; du-

ring the night the s.e. gale increafed with inceffant rain, and a very

heavy fwell rolled into the found ; the next day the weather was more Sunday 5.

moderate, and in the evening the Jackal arrived. It was now that I re-

ceived the information of Mr. Brown's having pafTed through the fliallow

paffage mentioned in Mr. Whidbey 's laft furvey in the boats, which ap-

pertaining immediately to the region then under confideration, I thought

it moft properly introduced in the narrative of that expedition. Since our

feparatica \iiih the Jackal, Mr. Brown had collefted upwards of a thou-
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fand prime (ea otter fkins, and fcvcral of inferior quality. Moll of thcfe

had been procured from tliofe people, wliofe condutl had put on fucli a

fufpicious appearance in the opinion of Mr. Whidbey and his party, in

his way from Crofs found : they had behaved very properly to Mr.

Brown, whofe readinef^ to enter into a tragic with them might proba-

bly operate in gainin^cj their good opinion, for it had been evident, on

many occafions, that our difinclination to a commercial intercourfe had

excited the difpleafure of fcvcral tribes we had met with ; this opinion

was confii"med, by their ufual formalities on firft vifiting the vellels, which

generally concluded with a defire to open a ncgociation for the difpofal

of their merchandize.

As the month of oftobcr advanced, we knew perfeftly well, both

from our former and prefent experience, that the fummer feafon of this

country was faft drawing to a conclufion, and as mod of our material

bufinefs with the fhore was now nearly finiflied, I took the advan'age

of monday, being a fair day, to receive on board the obfervatory in-

flruments and tents. Our fuel and water was yet, however, to complete,

which would unavoidably detain us three or four days longer, fo that

waiting the ftipulated time, after which the Spanifh packet was not to

be expefted, could now be of little moment, when compared to the im-

portance her arrival might poflTibly be of, in expediting our return to

England. This, however, did not happen, nor did any circumftance

worthy of notice take place during this anxious interval. At midnight

on the 16th we put to fea, in company with the Chatham. The Prin-

cifTa, Captain Fidalgo, with Governor Alava on board, was to follow

us the next day. Monterrey was appointed as the next rendezvous,

where thefe officers entertained litde doubt of our meeting a reception,

and every refpeft fuitable to our fituation and wifhes. In this opinion

I was induced to concur, from a converfation that had lately pafled

between Sen'- Alava and myfelf, when I became acquainted that the re-

prefentation I had made to Sen'- Quadra of the treatment we had received

on our former vifit to New Albion, had in confequence of his deceafe been

tranfmitted to the viceroy at Mexico, whofe very humane and liberal in-

tentions
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tentions towards us, had, no doubt, been materially mifunderftood by

Sen'' Arrillago.

Having bad farewell to Nootka, and made fuch remarks on our ordi-

nary tranfiiMions there as appeared to me deferving attention, I fliall now

proceed to Hate the refult of our labours at the obfervatory, and fliew

from what authority I deduced the longitude of the various Rations

in our late furvey, which in many inltances difi'ers materially from the

longitude afTigned to them by Captain Cook. I have already flated my
reafons for fubfcribing to our own calculations in preference to thofe

made by Captain Cook; and mull again repeat, that I have prefumed

fo to do, under the convitiion of our having had the means of being

accurate, more fully in our power than fell to the lot of that renowned

and illuflrious navigator.

On feptember 6, in Nootka found the chronometers fliew the follow-

ing longitudes; viz. Arnold's No. 14, 232° 32' 50"; Arnold's No. 176,

232° 49' 5"; and Kendall's, 232° 32' 50". The true longitude being

233° 31' 30", it appeared that Arnold's No. 14, and Kendall's, were each

of them 1° o' 40", and Arnold's No. 176, 44' 25" to the weftwaid of the

true longitude.

On the 6th of otlober at noon, Arnold's No. 1 76 was found by the

mean of twenty-nine days equal altitudes, to be fall of mean time at

Greenwich, . . - . .

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of,

Arnold's No. 14, fafl of mean time on the fame day.

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of,

Kendall's, faft of mean time on ditto.

And gaining on mean time per day,

By obfervations taken on flaore with the artificial horizon, between

the 6th of feptember and nth of oftober, 1794, the chronometers were

found to be gaining on mean time, viz. Arnold's No. 176, 41" 57'"; Ar-

nold's No. 14, 23" 6'"; and Kendall's, 28" 29'" per day; by which it ap-

peared, that when opportunities did not offer of obtaining equal alti-

tudes for afcertaining the rates of the chronometers, common altitudes

if taken with care, would anfwer the fame purpofe ; this is exemplified by
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
the above obfervations, as tlie difference of the rate between two of the

chronometers was only one fourtii, and that of the other, viz. Arnold's

No. 176, rather more than half a fecond, which is accounted for by tlie

very unequal rate in general of that chronometer.

The latitude, longitude, variation, and inclination of the magnetic

needle, were found to be the fame as on our firft vifu to this place in

the year 1792.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER H.

Departfrom Nootkafound—ViolentJiorm—Arrive at Monterrey—Receive

on board the Deferters from the Chatham and Daedalus—Excurfion into

the country—Examine a very remarkable mountain—AJironomical and

nautical obfervations.

»794-
Ottobcr.

' ^—
Friday i 7.

A LIGHT breeze from the land favored our progrefs out of Nootka

found, and by day-light on friday we were about 3 leagues from the land,

when the wind fuddenly died away, and was fucceeded by a calm with

thick hazy weather continuing the whole of the day, and giving the vef-

fels an appearance of being ftationary; the depth of water continued to

be the fame from noon until midnight, 75 fathoms, muddy bottom. At

this time the haze was fucceeded by a very thick fog, without the leafl

air of wind; and although by the depth increafmg we imagined that we

were proceeding from the coaft, yet our motion was fo How, that by fix

in the evening of faturday, we were flill in foundings at the depth of 100 Saturd-A- 13.

fathoms, muddy bottom, and by the lead when on the ground, the veflel

fcemed to lie as if at anchor. This obfcurity in the atmofpherc had pre-

vented our feeing the Chatham fince the preceding evening, but the

leienity of the weather, and die apparent ftationary fnuation of the

Difcovery, made me conclude that ftie could not be far off. Our
powder being much exhaufted, the fog fignal had not been made ; but

in order to afcertain the fa61, a gun was now fired, and to our great

alloniftiment it was not anfwered. The fog and calm Hill continued, and

the depth of water gradually increafed, at eight o'clock we had 105 fa-

thoms, widi fandy bottom. The fog now difperfed, and the calm was

fucceeded
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nday ig.

Mondav 20.

Friday 24.

Sunday 26.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
I'uccecded by a light breeze from the e. n. e. ; another gun was now fired..

and a flilfc fh-e burnt as a fignal to our confort, but neither was anfwered.

After repeating thefe fignals in the fame manner at three o'clock on fun-

day morning to no effed, we made all fail, fleering to the s. s. E. At

day-light the high land over Nootka and Clayoquot, was flill in fight,

bearing by compafs from n. 6 w. to e. n. e. ; our diftance from the coaft

v;as 10 or 12 leagues. The foundings we had gained at midnight at the

depth of 1 35 fathoms, proved to be at the diftance of about 7 leagues

front point Breakers, and fomething more from the general line of the

coaft to the eaftward of that point. This I confidered to be the edge of

a bank of foundings that appeared to lie along the coaft, which com-

menced a-breaft of cape Lookout, and terminated a little tu the north-

ward of Nootka. Near the -entrance of De Fuca's ftraits it feemed to

ftretch further into the ocean, as at the diftance of 8 leagues from thofe

(liores we had only 58 fathoms water, with muddy bottom.

In looking round for the Chatham a veflTel was difcovered a-ftern, for

which we immediately fliortened fail, but foon finding it to be the Spanifii

ftiip Princifla, we again dire6led our courfe as before with all fail fpread

to a pleafant eafterly breeze and fair weather ; with this favorable weather

we were not long indulged, for in the evening the wind veered to the s.s.e.,

and by monday in the afternoon, increafed to fo ftrong a gale as to oblige

us to clofe-reef our topfails. The wind fixed in the fouth-eaftern quarter,

and became variable, with fometimes clear, and at others cloudy weather

:

this gale did not reduce us below our topfails, although we plied not only

againft it, but againft a very heavy fouth-wefterly fwell to fo little pur-

pofe, that by noon on friday we had by our reckoning (for we were un-

able to gain any obfervation) only reached the latitude of 47° 12', longi-

tude 232° 1 2'. In the evening the wind veered to the s. s. w., with which

we made a tolerably good progrefs to the fouth-eaftward until funday

morning, when it became light and variable, with alternate calms, and a

very heavy fwell from the w. s. w.

This uncomfortable weather was fucceeded by a frefti breeze from the

N. E., which as ufual veered to the s. e. on monday morning, and in the

afternoon increafed to a gale fo violent, as to make it neceftary that we

ftiouM
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ihould ftrlke the topgallant-mafts, and bring to, under the fto'-m ftayfails

;

this gale was attended with an extremely heavy rain uniil midnight,

when the Ilorm fuddenly moderated, and the wind veering to the s.w.

we ftood to the s. e. under our courfcs and clofe-recfcd topfails.

The obferved latitude on tucfday was /[fi\', longitude by account TucfJiy 1:8.

233° 27'; in the afternoon all our canvas was again fpread, but by wed- vv^JirJ. '9.

nefday morning the wind had again rcfumcd its fouth-eaflcrn direction,

with hard fqualls and heavy rain, which again reduced us to the forefail

and ftorm ftayfails.

Since our departure from Nootka we had conftantly been incommoded

by a very heavy wefterly and fouth-weft fwell, which at this time was

greatly increafed, notwithftanding the fea, railed by the \ioIence of the

wind from the fouth-eaft; thefe together caufcd a very confufcd agita-

tion of the ocean, and although the fliip was made as fnug as polTible by

the topgallant-mafts being ftruck, and by every thing, that conveniently

could I • taken from aloft, yet (he was extremely uncomfortable, and

fhippt:' '. < uantities of water. About noon the gale moderated, and

on the V r/ " :urning to the s. w., we again made fail to the fouth-eaft-

ward. The afternoon was tolerably fair; vaft flocks of M'ild geek and

ducks w ere obferved, flying to the fouthward, which indicated that in a

more northern climate the winter had fet in with much feverity.

The wind, although variable between s. e. and s.w. was moderate,

with frequent calms, and the weather, comparatively fpeaking with that

we had fo recently experienced, might be confidered as tolerably fair, November.

notwithftanding which, we made little progrefs until monday morning, rll^TT'

when the wind feemed fixed in the north-weft quarter, with very plea-

fant weather. To this favorable gale we fpread all our fails, fleering for

cape Mendocino; the fouthern promontory of which, at noon, bore by

compafs s. 51 e., and with the coaft to the north of it, in fight to the

N.E., was about or 10 leagues diftant. The obferved latitude 40° 42'.

longitude according to our former calculations of the fituation of cape

Mendocino, 235° 30', the variation 14° caftwardly.

At this time the longitude by the chronometers agreeably to the Nootka

Vol. III. Tt rate.
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
rate, was by Kendall's, 235° 27'; Arnolds No. 14, 2^5" 22'; and No.

J 76, ^35" 55'-

As we drew in with the fliores of the northern part of the cape, having

fmce noon fleered s.e, by compaCs about 3 leagues, we fuddenly came

into difcoloured water, with a very irregular lea; but foundings could

not be gained with the hand line, nor at the rate we were then going,

could bottom have been reached at a greater depth than from 7 to 10

fathoms.

As I intended before we proceeded to Monterrey to vifit the bay of

Sir Francis Drake, and from thence in our boats to acquire a better

knowledge than we had hitherto gained of port Bodega, our courfe after

pafling this promontory was direded along the coall to the fouth-eafl: for

that purpofe.

In the evening about fun-fet a very fingular appearance was obferved

over the interior mountains, immediately behind the high land of this

lofty proje6ling promontory. An immenfe body of very denfe clouds

enveloped the fummits of thofe mountains, rifing in a confufed agitated

ftate like volumes of fleam from a boiling cauldron of great magnitude;

thefe expanded to the northward, and obfcured all that part of the ho-

rizon, whilfl to the fouthward, it was peifeclly clear and unclouded.

From our own experience, as well as from the information we had de-

rived from the Spaniards, we had long been led to confidcr cape Men-

docino as fituated on the divifionary line between the moderate and

boillcrous climates of thi,-; coaft. For this reafon, however unfcientific it

may appear, we could not avoid entertaining an idea, that from the im-

menfe accuraulaiion of cxiiaiations, which the flupendous mountains in

this immediate neighbourhood arrefl, arofe thofc violent fouth-eafl florms,

witli which, further to the northward, -we fo frequently contended, and by

which, the coafl of New Albion to the fouthward of this flation, is certainly

but feldom, and never in fo violent a degree afteCted. This extraordi-

nary appearance inclined us to believe that fome turbulent weather was not

far remote, but from \vhat quarter we could not gucfs, as the fteady favo-

rable north-well gale, and the appearance of clear and fettled weathei", in

the direftion we were fleering, did not give us reafon to apprehend any

2 inconvenience
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inconvenience from the wind fhifting to the fouth-eaftward ; and its

blowing from the oppofite point had always been confidered as the har-

binger of moderate and plcafant weather. This general rule was on Tucidny
i

tuefday morning partly confirmed, and partly contradi61ed, as the va-

pours we had obferved collefting on the preceding evening, were now
found to have been deflined to difcharge their fury from a quarter -wt

had leafl expefted. During the night we had made fuch protrref^

along the coaft, that by four in the morning it became nccellary to liau)

to the wind, in order that we might not overflioot our intended pori

before day-light. At this time the wind at n.n.w., attended with a

moft tremendous fea from the fame quarter, had increafed to fuch a

degree of violence, as allowed us to haul off the fliore under our forefail

and florm ftayfails only ; but the forefail, though a very good one, not

being able to refift the violence of the {lorm, was about fun-rife blown Wedncf. ,5.

nearly to pieces; this was immediately replaced with the befl; we had,

the topgallant-mafts were ftruck, and the ftiip made as fnug as poflible

;

but unable to feud with fafety before the florm, we lay to, with the

fhip's head to the weftward, under the florm flayfails, it being impofTible

to fhow more canvas, and of courfe too hazardous to fleer for that part

of the coafl I wifhed to make, or to attempt running under our bare poles

into a port, of which, we had f"o little knowledge as that of the bay of Sir

Francis Drake ; to keep the fea, was therefore our only prudent alterna-

tive.

During this florm I felt a high degree of fatisfa6lion, that we had not

made a more fpeedy paffage from Nootka to Monterrey, as from the

direftion in which it had blown, I confidered, that had we been arrived

in that port, we fliould have been expofed to the whole of its fury,

and the violence of tlie lea that liad attended it. As Monterrey was

now lying s. 50 e. of us, I could not fuppofe from the diflance of that

port, that the gale had not reached fo far, for excepting the florms we

experienced at and offNew Zealand, this was certainly the mofl violent

of any we had met with during this voyage; the fhip however was by no

means fo imcorafortable as we had found her on many other occafions.

The waves although extremely liigh, were long and regular, the Iky was
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liard and clear, and intirely free from clouds! About ihe horizon and a few

degrees above it. was feen a bright glaring haze ; and as this at intervals

became more perceptible, the violence of the wind was conflantly ob-

lervcd to bo increafed.

In tliis fituation we remained until the llorm moderated, though itftill

blew extremely hard: we now wore and Hood for the land under the

forefail and llorm ftayrails, in the hope, that by the time we fliould arrive

near the fhore, now at the diflance of 45 leagues, the violence of the florm

would in a great meafure have abated. It was not however before ten

at night that it had fufficiently moderated to allow of our fetting the clofe-

recfed topfails ; at midnight we had the topgallant-fails fet for about an

hour, but the wind loon again increafed, and feeing the land at no great

diflance about two o'clock in the morning of the 6th, we hauled off

fliore, and plied under an eafy fail to wait the return of day, when find-

ing ourfelvcs about 3 or 4 leagues from point Anno Nuevo, point Pinos

in fight bearing by compafs s. e. \ e., and having a moderate breeze

with fine pleafant weather, we fl^eered for Monterrey, where about two

in the afternoon we anchored, and moored nearly in our former fituation.

Here we found the Chatham, fhe having arrived in the evening of the

2d. Bv Mr. Piiget I was informed, that whilft we were becalmed and

flationary off Nootka, the Chatham on the evening of the 1 7th of ofto-

hcr was favored with a light breeze from the caflward, which gradually

increafed ; with this Mr. Puget fleered to the fouth-eaft, concluding we

were doing the fame, and he was not undeceived until noon of the 18th,

when the fog with them had fufficiently difperfed, to fhew that the Dif-

covery was not within their vifible horizon. Mr. Puget was equally at a

lofs with ourfelves, to account for the feparation that had then taken

place ; but as he coiifidcred that we had preceded the Chatham, and flie

having at that time a pleafant breeze from the eaftward, he thought it

moll advifeable to make the bell of his way to the fouthward, and on

the 19th in the morjiing whilfl we continued to be within fight of Nootka,

the Chatham had increafed her diflance near 40 leagues from the fhore.

'I'his circumfhmcc, in confequence of the fucceeding winds, afforded the

Chatham a fuperior advantage in getting to the fouthward, and which
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in all probability was confiderably augmented, by the Chatham having

Hood further from the coafl to the Ibuth-weflward, than we had done

during the prevalence of the fouth-eafterly winds. On reference to the

journals it appeared Mr. Puget had been enabled fo to do, by the wind

having been much further to the fouthward with the Chatham than with

the Difcovery; by which means on the wind's fliifting to the s.w. is is

moll frequently the cafe after the fouth-eafterly gales, our confort made

much better flants alon'^ 'le I to the fouthward, than we were able

to do, becaufe we were lo .nuch irer to it. The ( : am had to con-

tend with nearly the like boifterous weather we had experienced until flie

had palfed cape Mendocino on the 30th of the preceding month ; when,

f/' the diftance of 40 leagues from the cape the weather was pleafant, with

wefterly and north-weft winds. The grcateft diftance flie had on this

paflage been from the coaft, was ftated bv Mr. Puget at 93 leagues irom

cape Difappointment, and from thence, fouthward to cape Mendocino

from 60 to 70 leagues ; the greatcft diftance we had been from the coaft

did not exceed 78 leagues oflF Deftruftion ifland, but to the fouthward ot

cape Lookout we were not more than from 16 to .jo leagues from the land.

The north-weft, ftorm we had fo lately contended wiili, and to which

I had confidered this anchorage as dangeroullv expofcd, Mr. Puget in-

formed me had been here felt, at the fame time ; but that the gale had been

principally from the weftward; and although it certainly blew (irong, vet

it neither prevented the ufual communication with the fliore, nor would

have caufed any apprehenfion for the fecurity of vcilels riding in the bay,

if tolerably well provided with anchors and cables. Indeed the Chatham

rode it .at, with cables that had been long in -ife, and were in the laft

ftage of being ferviceable. This was by no means an unplcafant fatl to

afccrtain, as it tended to prove, that although the weather may be ex-

tremely boifterous out at fea, and in the offing, yet this bay may be aj>-

proached with the greateft facility, and will aftbrd extremely good Ihelter

againft thofe winds, to which, apparently, it is moll expofcd.

Our profeftional inquiries being mutually fatisfied, I had the pkafure

to underftand from Mr. Puget, that he had met the moft cordial rccep-

tion from our former friend Sen' Arguello, the lieutenant of the Prefj-

dio.
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dio, wKo then, as on our firfl: vifit to this place, n the abfence of the

governor of the province, officiated in that capacity. From tliis gen-

tleman we were likely to meet very different treatment to that which wc
had received from Sen' Arrillago, whofe reilriftive arrangement's on our

lad vifit to Monterrey, had obliged us to feek tha" hofpitality and pro-

teftion from the untutored inhabitants of the Sandwich iflands, which we

defpaired of obtaining in any of the ports under his jurifdiftion. Sen'-

Arrillago having been ordered to feme inferior eflablifhrnent, had rc-

figned his authority at this place, and had departed about two months

previoufly to our arrival, and a lieutenant in the Spanifli army, Don
Diego de Borica, had been appointed fome time fince, to the govern-

ment of this province, and was now daily ex pcftcd at Monterrey.

As foon as the fhip was fecured, an officer was fent to the Prcfidio with

the ufual ceremonious compliments, and with an apology for our not

having falutcd. On landing I was received by Sen'- Arguello, to whofp

kind and benevolent offices we had before been greatly indebted, with

marks of the greateft friendfhip and refpeft. He expreffed the fatisfac-

tion he ffiould receive by having it now in h'^ power to fupply us

•with the various neceffary refrefhments the cou; affiarded ; and being

without the lead reftraint, he ffiould endeavour to adminiflcr to our

amufcment and recreation. Whatever means he poffeired that were like-

ly in any way to contribute to the happincfs or comfort of the prefent

time, or to our future welfare, he was now impowered, by the orders

that had been tranfmitted to this government from the viceroy of New
Spain, fcduloufly to affiard, and prompted by the intereft he felt in

our accommodation, he ffiould with great pleafure carry thofe orders

into cffeft.

The people who, on our firfl vifit to this Prefidio, had d?ferted from

the Daedalus and Chatham, we found here, with direftions for their be-

ing delivered up to me ; but as the governor of the province was fo foon

expefted, I deferred taking any fteps in this bufincfs until he ffiould ar-

rive ; nor did I ere6l our tents or obfervatory on ffiore for the fame rea-

fon, as I confidered it would be more refpetlful to fubmit thefe mat-

ters to the approbation of Governor Borica himfelf than to Sen' Ar-

guello,
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gucllo, from whom I only folicited permlflion to recruit our wood and

water, and to obtain fome necefTary refrefhmcnts.

On Friday morning I received from Sen'- Arguello the only letter that Friday 7

had arrived at tliis place for me ; this letter was from the Conde Revilla

Gigedo, the late viceroy of New Spain, in reply to one I had written

to his excellency on the 22d of may, 1793. In the mod polite and

friendly terms the count informed me of Mr. Broughton's fafe arrival at

Madrid, and expreffed the highcft approbation of the conduft of Sen'-

Fidalgo, whofe fervices I had reprefented to him we had been greatly

indebted to, on heaving the Chatham down at Nootka. Thofe very

obliging offers he had before made, in wifliing to contribute to our health

and welfare, by whatever means ofaflidance this country could beftow, were

in this letter repeated. It was dated on the 20th of o6lober, 1 793, about

the time when we firft felt the influence of Sen' Arrillago's difinclina-

tion towards our little fquadron. It was addrefled to me at Monterrey,

with dire6Hons there to remain for my reception, until it fliould be un-

derftood I had taken my leave of ihefe regions, and in the event of my
fo doing, without repairing to this place again, the letter was then

to be fanfmittcd to me in England. From thefe circumftances it would

appear, that the correfpondence I had been thus honored with, was not

intirely of that complimentary nature that Sen' Arrillago had thought

proper to confider it ; and that the viceroy did expert that I fhould make,

at Uqfi, a fecond vijit to Monterrey, was evidently proved by the defer-

ters having been lent hither, inftead of being forwarded to Nootka, as

he had formerly intended to do, but which determination. Sen'- Arguello

informed me, he had been induced to alter, under the perfuafion of this

being the moll likely place of our meeting with them.

Not having received official intelligence at this port from England,

and there being here no difpatches waiting the arrival of Sen'' Alava,

through which channel I might poffibly have obtained fome fort of in-

formation, by which my future proceedings might, in foma degree, have

been regulated, I could not help feeling very great difappointment, anxi-

ety, and concern. I was not, however, totally dellitute of hope, that

fon\e letters might have arrived at St. Diego. To afcertain this faft

notwith-
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notwithftanding that it was from hence to St. Diego more than four hun-

dred Englifli miles, Sen'- Argucilo very obHgingly ordered an extraordi-

nary courier to be ready tlie next day, whofe return from St. Diego

might be expe6lcd in ten or twelve day.s, and before the expiration of

that time, I had no idea of quitting tlii.s ftation. Under the circumftance.s

of the mortifying difappointment I now felt, I was unable to form any

plan for our future operations, excepting that wliich I had before medi-

tated, of remaining here a fufficient tinif to' recruit vhe healdi and

ftrength of our little community. For, notwithnandmg that we were not

materially affefted with indifpofition, yet the health of mod of us de-

manded care and attention. The fatiguing fervice in which we had now
been fo long employed, and the very few Ircfli meals we had been ena-

bled to obtain fince the middle of the preceding mondi of march, mud
be fufficient to convince the judgment, without the appearance of adiual

difeafe, that three weeks or a month would be well dedicated in availing

ourfelves of the refrefhments and recreation, in which we had now fo fa-

vorable an opportunity to indulge.

Frelh beef, which was extremely good, was daily and unlimitedly

fervcd to the crew of each veflcl ; but vegetables were a fearce commo-

dit)', owing to the drynefs of the feafon, which gave the country an ap-

pearance of being parched up ; and the few articles which had been pro-

duced on the fmall portion of land allotted here to the purpofe of gar-

<len ground were nearly exhaufted. We, however, were not apprehen-

iivc of wanting fufficient \ariety to cover our tables, as in the imme-

iliate neighbourhood of the bav there were an immenfe number of wild

gecle, ducks, plovers, curlews, and other wild fowl; to which, by little

cxcurfions into the country, our fportfmen adiled an abundance cf very

fine quails and fotne hares, which afforded us excellent repafts in ad-

dition to their amufement. It was fomcthing fmgular that none of thcfe

ipecies of wild fowl, had been found in any degree fo numerous on either

of our former vifits to Monterrey.

The v/eather was fair and pleafant, with a moderate breeze from the

fea, which in tiie evening brought in the Princiffa. We had confider-

zA this vcfici to have been to tlic northward of cape Mendocino, whiKl

we
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•sve contended with the north-weft ftorm to the fouih of it, and an idea

had arifen, from the appearance of the evening tiiat preceded the gale,

that the Princiffa muft, in that fituaiion, have experienced much blow-

ing weather from the fouth-callward ; but on inquiry this was not found

to be altogether the cafe ; fhe was, however, to the north of the promon-

tory in queftion at that time, and her progrefs, like ours, had been

greatly retarded by contrary winds ; but on the ift of november, in the.

latitude of 45° 30', fhe having generally kept about 30 leagues from the

coaft ; thefe adverfe winds were fucceeded by a pleafant gale from the

north-weft, which continued during the remainder of the pafTage.

This fa6l, though not proving cape Mendocino to be fo Angularly

fituated as we had fuppofed it to be, with refpefl to moderate or boif-

terous weather, yet ferves to fliew that it has an influence on the winds

that prevail during the winter feafon, as the fouth-eafterly ftorms are

fcarcely ever known to the fouthward of cape Mendocino ; where, whilft

the north-weft gale reduced us to our ftorm ftayfails for twenty-four

hours, the Princiifa to the north of it, felt nothing of its fury ; but, on

the contrary, had only a moderate north-weft gale, to which the whole

of her canvas was fpread.

We had the pleafure to meet our friends in the Princifla very well,

though much difappointed, like ourfelves, in not receiving any official

communications from Mexico ; but as the courier was in readinefs to de-

part the next morning. Sen"" Alava embraced this opportunity to make

the neceffary inquiries at St. Diego.

In the night the wind blew ftrong from the northward ; and on the re-

turn of day it confiderably increafed from the north-weft. Notwithftand-

ing the veflels rode without the leaft inconvenience or apparent danger,

yet, as our cables had been a long time on board, and had endured great

trials, the topgallant mafts were got down, the yards and top-mafts ftruck,

and the veffels made perfe6lly fnug ; by noon, however, the wind modera-

ted, and we had a return of fair and pleafant weather ; all hands were

now employed in different fcrvices, amongft which, recruiting our ftock

of fuel and water, was uo inconfiderable labour; no difficulty was ex-

perienced in procuring the former, but the drynefs of the Icafon had
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rendered the latter very fcarce. The wells that we had dug, on our firft

vifit to M(interrey, though not perfe6lly dry, afforded too fmall a quantity

to anfwer our demand, and we had no means of obtaining afuHiciency

of water nearer than up a valley about half a mile to the eaftward of the

Prefidio, and full that diftance from the fea-fide, where a nuggilh

Uream oofed through the bed of a water-courfe, compofed of a loofe

landy foil ; and here, by finking feveral cafks, temporary wells were

formed, which afforded only a fcanty fupply, though the water was ex-

tremely good. This mode of procuring it was very tedious, and the dif-

tance which the cafks, when filled, had to be rolled, through a loofe

Ikndy gully, to the boats, was very great, and proved to be a very labo-

rious talk, yet the water was infinitely preferable to any that could

have been coUefted from the ftagnated brackilh pools, in the vicinity of

the Prefidio.

On funday part of the fhip's company were indulged with a run on

Muiiday 10. fjiore, and the day following we were bufily employed in facilitating, as

much as poffible, the procuring of our water, by the beft arrangement

in our power, notwithftanding which we could not prevent its being a

very laborious bufinefs.

I'he weather continued to be remarkably pleafant, and on tuefday

evening Sen' Don Diego Borica arrived at the Prefidio, where, the next

morning, accompanied by Mr. Puget and moll of the officers of both

vefl'els, I waited upon him, to congratulate him on his fafe arrival, and

to acquaint him with my reafons for vifiting the countries under his

jurildidion; thefe attentions, I had the pleafure to find were perfeftiy

fatisfaftory, and were received in a manner that was highly compatible

with the refpeftive llations that each of us had the honor to fill.

The indulgence I had folicited, and which had been granted by Sen'

Arguello, was now very pohtely extended by the governor, with further

permiffion to ereft our tents and obfervatory on (hore, under the direc-

tion of our officers, and proteftion of our own guard, to which he very

obligingly added the affuraiKe of doing every thing in his power that

could in any way contribute to make our (lay as pleafant and agrec-

1 able
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able as their limited fociety and the lonelinefs of the country would

afibrd.

After this introduftory difcourfe, we underftood from Sen'- Borica,

that, accompanied by his wife and daughter, a young lady about eleven

years of age, and a fuitable number of attendants, he had come from

Mexico to this place on horfeback ; as no other mode of conveyance

was to be procured. They were provided with a fmall camp equipage,

which was occafionally pitched, either a.> a retreat from the heat of tlie

fun, or for reft during the night. Upwards of eight months had bevn

employed in performing this journey, through a coun ry very thinly in-

habited, and which afforded but little comfortable accommodiiti< a for

travellers.

In the evening an exprefs arrived from Mexico, wl.ch brov ~ht dif-

patches from the viceroy ofNew Spain to the governor, together with the

longexpefted inftru£lions to Sen'- Alava, refpefting the ceflion of Nootkd

to the crown of Great Britain, but nothing addreffed to me acc.x - janied

thefe credentials ; and, from a converfation with Sen' Borica, I w. r. not

flattered with the leaft probability of receiving any intelligence from

St. Diego, becaufe it was not likely, had any difpatches for me arrived

there, that he fhould have remained ignorant of the circumftance ; and

as the deftination of Sen'- Alava was well known to the offirers com-

manding the fouthern pofts of this province, letters for either of us,

would mod likely, immediately on their arrival, have been tranfmitted

hither.

The embarraflment I had been long under was now very materially

increafed, and I was greatly at a lofs as to what meafures were beft

to be purfued. From this dilemma, however, I '., is /ery unexpeftedly

relieved the next day, by Sen'- Alava very obligingly confiding to me, \\' -an::, i

that part of his inftruftions which ftated, that no further altercation

would take place with refpeft to the precife meaning of the firft article

of the convention of the 20th of oftober, 1.790, as the documents tranf-

mitted by the late Sen'- Quadra and myfelf, had enabled our refpeflive

courts to adjuft that matter in an amicable way, and nearly on the terms

which I had fo repeatedly offered to Sen' Quadra in fepteraber 1792. In

U u 2 addition
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,, '79i- addition to which the Spanifli minifter's letter fet f'ortli, that this bufinefs
November. ... . r n tt

was not to be carried into execution b/ me, as a frelh commimon had

been ifFued for this purpofe by the Court of London.* The fame was

announced to governor Borica by the new viceroy of Mexico, the Mar-

quis de Branciforte, with inflruftions to receive the perfon afting under

this commiffion into their Prcfidio's.

Having maturely confidered the feveral pari^ of this intelligence, I

concluded that from the length of our voyage, and the various accidents

to which the fervice in which we were employed would neceffarily ren-

der us liable, Government did not expe6l we fiiould remain longer in

thcfe feas, than the furvey of the American coaft might require ; and in

truth we were not now in a fit condition to protratl our flay in thefo

regions.

The very exhaufled ftate of our flores and provifions not only de-

manded fuch fupplies as were not eafily within our reach, but as

the Difcovery had been frequently aground, it was highly probable

that her bottom might Hand in need of foine very material repair, of

which we had remained intirely ignorant, not having been fo fortunate

as to meet with a proper fituation for the purpofe of her undergoing tiiis

necefTary examination.

One of the great objefts of our voyage, the Ibrvey of the coafl of

North Wefl America, being now accompiifhed, and relying on the au-

thenticity of the intelligence I had derived from Sen'- Alava, I did not

long hclitatc, but determined on makirg the htd of my way towards

England, by the way of cape Horn, agreeably to my indruftions ; and

as I had no intention of viliting any part of the American coaft to the

northward of the 4 jth degree of fbuih latitude, I purpoHd that our courfe

from hence fliould be dircdcd towards that latitude without flopping, un-

Icfs wc fhould be fo fortunate as to fail in with the Gallapagos iflands.

whofe undefined fituation I much wifhed correftly to afcertain; and of

courfe it would neceffarily be f©me time before we reached our next refting

place. On this account it became highly expedient that we fhould fail

from hence with as great a quantity of water as we might be enabled to

procure, for the reception of which the coopers were dire6led to repair,

and
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and put into order every caflc on board capable of holding water ; in many

cafes this was attended with great trouble, from the length of time they

had been in ufc, and the hard fervice that many of them had endured.

Although the very great diflance, and the badnefs of the road we had

to pals in getting the water down to the fea-fide, made the obtaining of

this indifpenfablc article a very tedious and fatiguing bufinefs, yet as we

were in the mean time benefiting from the air, the exercife of the (hore,

and the excellent refrefhments of the country, I could not confider our

detention here as a lofs of time, becaufe I was afTured that it would be

attended with the ineflimable advantage of fecuring to us all, that ftate of

health which the remainder of our voyage we had yet to perform home-

wards, would ncceffarily require.

Some doubts having arifen in my mind, as to the fafe arrival in Eng-

land of the copies (which I had forwarded thither) of our furvey of the

American coafl to the northward, from Fitzhugh's found to cape Deci-

fion, and fouthward from this port to the 30th degree of north latitude

I. deemed it expedient that a duplicate of the former papers, together

with a copy of our furvev during the preceding fummer, as alfo that of

the Sandwich iflands, fhould from hence be tranfmitted to the Admiralty
;

that in the event of any mifchance having befallen the others, or any

unlortunate accident happening hereafter to us, our labours might not

l)e intirely loft to our country. The like information, in conformity to

my original promife to my much-lamented friend the late Sen' Quadra,

iiad been folicited by Sen'- Alava, for the ulh and information of the

Spanifli court, and with which of courfe I complied. The prepa-

ration of thefe documents v.'ould neccllarily occupy fome time, but I had

little doubt of their being finiflicd by the time we fliould in other re-

fjjccl.s be ready to depart.

The deferters fi om the Chatham and Daedalus had, at my requeft, been

delivered up to me, at leaft fuch of them as were the fubjefts of Great

Britain. An account of expences, amounting to three hundred and

twenty-five dollars and an half, was exhibited againft them ; but as I did

not confider myfelf authorized to difcharge this debt, (though of its

having been imcurred by the deferters, I could entertain no doubt) of

which
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which I acquainted Governor Borica, by letter, on funday morning, and

at the fame time added, that I (hould reprefent the bufmefs fully to the

Board of Admiralty, kad that I had no doubt that the flridlefl judice

would be done. With this the governor feemed to be complete-

ly, fatisfied, and in his letter to this efFeft, after exprefTing the greateft

approbation, he, in virtue of the harmony and good underftanding

that continued to exift between us, folicited my good offices in behalf of

thedeferters before mentioned. ' : *A:

The weather, fince the 8th, had been delightfully pleafant; in the

day-time the wind blew a gentle gale from the fea, and during the night

a calm, or gentle breeze, prevailed from the land, fo that the precaution

we had taken of ftriking our yards and topmads, fmce the moment ofour

having fo done, ceafed to be neceflary. This agreeable weather caufed

.
,; the water in the bay to be fo very tranquil, that landing was eafily effeft-

ed on any of its fliores, and rendered our intercourfe with the country

extremely pleafant.

The fame caufe operated to invite the excurfions of feveral parties into

the country on foot and on horfeback. Thefe were rendered further

agreeable and pleafant, by the friendly and attentive behaviour of our

Spanifh friends, of which I was feldom able to avail myfelf, not only

from the various matters of bufinefs in which I was deeply engaged,

„j. but from the very debilitated ftate of my health, under which I had fe-

''"'
verely laboured during the eight preceding months; I was, however,

Wfdncf. 19. on wednefday able to join in a party to the valley through which the

Monterrey river flows, and was there gratified with the fight of the moft

extraordinary mountain I had ever beheld. On one fide it prefented the

appearance of a fumptuous edifice fallen into decay; the columns which

looked as if they had been raifed with much labour and induftry, were of

great magnitude, feemed to be of an elegant form, and to be compofed

of the fame cream-coloured fl;one, of which I have before made mention.

Between thefe magnificent columns were deep excavations, refembling

different paflages into the interior parts of the fuppofed building, whofe

roof being the fummit of the mountain appeared to be wholly fup-

ported by thefe columns rifing perpendicularly with the moft minute

. mathematical
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maibematical exaftnefs. The whole had a mofl; beautiful appearance of
^,J.3mbp'

human ingenuity and labour; but fince it is not poflible, from the rude ^

and very humble race of beings that are found to be the native inhabi-

tants of this country, to fuppofe they rould have been capable of raifing

fuch a firufture, its being the prod-^tion of nature, cannot be quel-

tioned, and it may not be prepofterous to infer, that it has been from

iimilar pha:nomena that man has received that architeftural knowledge,

by which he has been enabled to raife thofe maffy fabricks, which have

flood for ages in all civilized countries.

In this excurfion I had an opportunity of feeing what before I had

been frequently given to underftand ; that the foil improved in richnefs

and fertility, as we advanced from the ocean into the interior country.

The fituation we had now reached was an extenfive valley between

two ranges of lofty mountains, whofe more elevated parts wore a fteril

and dreary afpeft, whilft the fides and the intervening bofom feemed to be

compofed of a luxuriant foil. On the former fome pine trees were pro-

duced of different forts, though of no great fize, and the latter generally

fpeaking was a natural pafture, but the long continuance of the dry

weather had robbed it of its verdure, and had rendered it not very in-

terefting to the eye; yet the healthy growth of the oak, both of the

£ngli(h and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, willow, and ftone

pine, diftributed over its furface as well in clumps as in fingle trees, with

a number of different fhrubs, plainly fhewed the fuperior excellence of

the foil and fubffratum in thefe fituatious, to that which was found bor-

dering on the fea (hore.

The fame uninterrupted lerenity of the weather continued, and on

friday evening the courier from St. Diego returned, but it brought no

':ind of intelligence whatever ; and the 24th being the day fixed for the

return of the exprefs to Mexico, I embraced that opportunity for tranf-

mitting to the Admiralty a brief account of our tranfaftions during the

preceding fummer, and a copy of our furveys made in that and the for-

mer year, which had been prepared for that purpofe. Thele documents,

agreeably to the advice of the governor and our other Spanifh friends, I

took
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took the liberty of addrelTing to the marquis of Branciforte, viceroy ol

New Spain, and rcquefted that he would do me the favor of forwardin

them to England by the moll early and fafe conveyance.

All expeflation of Mr. Broughton's return and of his reluming the com-

mand of the Chatham being now at an end, I appointed Lieutenant Pugcn

to that office, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Swaine I removed to be the firft and

fecond lieutenants of the Difcovery ; Mr. Thomas Manby I appointed to

the vacant lieutenantcy, and Mr. H. Humphreys, to be the mafter of

the Chatham in his room.

. Our bufinefs with the fliore now began to draw nigh to a conclufion

;

the yards, topmafts, and topgallant-mafls were got up, and the rigging

put into condition for fea fcrvice, but a fufficient (lock of water was how-

ever not yet obtained ; whilfl this was completing, I difpatched Lieutenant

I hurfdaya;. Swainc On thurfday morning with three boats over to the miflion of S"

Cruz, in order to procure a fupply of garden fluff, as the continuation

of the dry weather, here, had made every fpecies of efculent vegetables

Saturday 27. extremely fcarce. Mr. Swaine returned on Saturday evening, having

been tolerably fuccefsful, fo that with our live ftock and the other refrefh-

ments that Monterrey had afforded, we were likely to take our leave of

it, with as good a ftore for the prefervation of health, and to be as well

provided for the long and diftant paffage we had to perform, as from

any port in the known world. The two following days were employed

in receiving on board the tents, obfervatory, inftruments, and all other

matters from the (bore, and in getting the fhip in readinefs to proceed.

The variety of objetls that had occupied my time whilfl at Monterrey,

had, as at Xooika, precluded my attending to little more of our aflro-

nomical bufinefs, than that of afcertaining the rate and error c'the chro-

nometers, according to the meridian of thefe places as fixed by our for-

mer obfervations : yet I had confidered thefe to be of f tfficient authority

to anfwer all the purpofes of corre6ling our furvey of the coafl in the

refpeftive vicinity of thofe ftations. By comparative obfervations made

by Mr. Whidbey with Mr. Ramlden's circular inftrument, and thofe

made with tlie artificial horizon by myfelf, I was in hopes of adducing

further
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farther reafons in fupport of the means I had adopted for fixing of the

longitude, and for corrc6ling our general furvey of this coaft during the

preceding fummer, between Trinity idands and cape Decifion; and I

had the fatisfaftion to find the fame correfponding accuracy at Monter-

rey as had appeared at Nootka.

On the 13th of november in the bay of Monterrey the chronometers

fhewcd the following longitudes

:

Arnold's No. 14,

Ditto, 176,

Kendall's, .....
The true longitude being 238° 25' 45", Arnold's No. 1

4

appeared to be 24' 55", Kendall's, 26' 30" to the weft-

ward, and Arnold's No. 176, 7' 20" to the eaftward of the

true longitude. And by altitudes taken on fiiore with die

artificial horizon on the 28th of november, Arnold's No.

14 was found to be fall of mean time at Greenwich, at

noon on that day, - - - . 5"' ^9' 23"

And to be gaining on mean time per da) at the rate of - 24

Arnold's No. lyG was faft of mean time at Green-

wich, - - - - - 11 28 21 30
And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of - - 50 25

Kendall's fafl; of mean tine at Greenwich, - - -
.9 58 23

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of . 30 ^3
By equal altitudes taken on fliore with the circular in.

fl runient between the 13th and 2C)lh of november, the

following are the rates at which the chronometers were

found to be gaining per day; (viz.)

Arnold's No. 14, - - - - - ^3 55
Ditto 176, - - - - - 5^ ^9

Kendall's, - - - - - - 3° 52
The very inconfiderable difference between the rates thus found, and

thofe afcertained by the artificial horizon, muft. be received as a proof of
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the correftnefs of that method, which fhould be reforted to, whenever

better authority cannot be had.

The above true longitude, latitude, variation, and inclin?.tlon of the

marine dipping needle, were found to correfpond with our obfervations

made on our former vifit to this place in december, 1 792.
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CHAPTER m.

Leave Monterrey—Sovie account of the three Marias ijlands—Proceed to

thefouthward—Afironomical and nautical obfervations.

X HE method that had been purfued to piefervc as great a regularity as

was poflible in the rate of the chronometers, had fo far fuccecdcd with No.

1 1, that its rate as afcertained at Nootka and at Monterrey, differed only

54'" ; this made me very anxious to fall in with fome place whofe longi-

tude had been fettled by profefled aftronomers, by which means the accu-

racy of ou calculations would be confirmed, or the error they might have

been liable to, would by fuch comparifon become apparent; leaving it at

the difcretion of geographers, or of thole who might hereafter follow us, to

adopt or reje6l fuch correftion as their own judgment might direft. For

this purpofe, no ftation appeared to me to be fo eligible as cape St. Lucas,

at the fouth extremity of the peninfula of California, (on a moderate

computation not more than eight or ten days fail from Monterrey,) as at

St. Jofeph's, in the immediate neighbourhood of that promontory, the

tranfit of Venus had been obferved, and odier afironomical obfervations

had been made by profefTors in that fcience, whence its pofitive fituation

had been correctly determined. But as our obfervations during the pre-

ceding autumn for fixing the longitude of the coaft of New Albion, fouth-

ward from hence to the 30th degree of north latitude, had been all re-

duced to port St. Diego as a central flation, and the rate of the chrono-

meters for correding that furvey had been there afcertained; I deemed it

expedient to fleer firfl for the ifland of Guadaloupe, for the purpofe of ex-

amining whether the fituation we had before alfigned to that ifland from
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<794- the refult of thofe obfervaiions, would agree with the lonmtude in which
I'rciir.hrr. ° "

'^

—

-^—' we had now f)laced Montrrrey.

With a frcUi breeze from the N. E. attended with fair and pleafaut

Tucfday 2. weather, on tuelday the 2d of drcenibcr we quitted Monterrey, and bad

adieu to governor /Vlava, and the red of our Spanilh friends, from whofe

great kinchiefs and iiorpitahty we had not only derived much relaxation

and happinef-:, but by their attention to our future wants, we had every

profpett of a continuation of that health, which now foemed to be efla-

blifhed, by the refrefluncnts we had there procured.

From Monterrey bay our courl'c was diretlcd to the s. 1:., but in tlie

c\'ening the gale died away, and after about twelve hours calm, it was

fucceeded bv light variable ad\'erfe winds, which continued until near

Hiuifclay \. noon on thurfday, when it fixed in the wellern quarter, blowing a plea-

fant gentle breeze. The obfervcd latitude was ,35° 29', longitude 238"

16'. The coall of New Albion was (till in fight, bearing by compafs

from N. E. to N. w. bv n. This was the lad we faw of it ; the wind be-

tween \v. n. \v. and n. n. v:. gradually increafed to a plealant gale, which

Monday 8. by the evening of the 8th brought us in fight of the illand of Guadaloupe

;

this we palled in the night, and from the obfervations made on the pre-

ceding and following day, which exaftly agreed with the fliips run by

the log, I had the fatisfa6}ion of finding its fituation exaftly to eorrefpond

with that which we had before alfigned to it; hence it is fair to prefume,

that the whole of this coaft which has fallen under our examination, has

been laid down relatively correftly, however our longitude may be found

to vary from other navigators or obfervers.

Having afcertained this i'ixEi, and being unwilling to lofe any opportu-

nity- bv which the advancement of geography might in the flighted de-

gree be furthered, I fleered over to the coad of California, for the pur-

])ofe of fixing in our way towards cape St. Lucas, the pofition of fome of

the mod projcrting points between that promontory, and the part where

we had quitted it-, Ihores the fi)regoing autumn : but in fo doing I had no

intention of approaching fufliciently near to attempt a minute delinea-

tion ol^ the coad.

At
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At (lav-IiKht in the morninff of ihc oih \vc had fiirht ot the ilkiiul oi '7'H-

Ccrros, bearing by conipafs from k.n.i. to n.k. about lo Icaijucs (hf- '

v-
—

'

tant. This illand is rcprefeiucd in the; S{)ani{h charts to !)c about lo

leagues long, and to be lying before an extenfive bay, on the Ihorcs of the

peninfuLi. The fouth-weflern point of this bay is a very projecting pro-

montory named Morro Ilermofo : weft from thence is laid down a linaHer

liland called Natividad. To thefc as the day advanced we drew fbmewhat

nearer, but the land was ftlU too fur off to admit of our forming any ror-

rett judgment as to the produtlions (jf the country, or the fltape of its

{hores. Thole of the illand of Ccrros wore an une\en broken appear-

ance, though on a nearer view they feemed to be all connected. The
fouthern part, which is the highell, is occupied by thebafe of a very re-

markable and lofty peaked mountain, that defcends in a vc ry peculiar

rugged manner, and by proje6ling into the fea, forms the foutli-wedend

of the iOand into a low craggy rocky point; this as we pulfed at thedif-

tair'e of 5 or 6 leagues, feemed, like the other part of the illand, to be

dellitute of trees, and nearly lb of all other vegetable productions. Nativi-

dad appeared to be more moderately elevated, and at noon bore by eom-

pafs N. JO i:.; the (buth-eall point of the illand of Cerros, n. .[6 v..; the

peaked mountain, N.37E.; its fouth-welt point, N. 271:.; its north-

wellernmoll part in light, N. 201:.; and ille de St. Benito, which is a

fmall illand, leemingly with fome rocks and iflets about it, x. 11 \v., dif-

tant 8 or 9 leagues. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 27" 51',

longitude by Arnold's No. 1 [, 2 14° ,38^', by Kendall's 2-11° ;]8:|' and by

Arnold's No. 176, 244° 54'. The variation, by the furveying compali,

was at this time 8" eallwardly.

'I'he weather continued to be fair and plealant, and, with a gentle

breeze from the north-well, we proceeded along the fliore. In the af-

ternoon we had fight of what we fupi)o;"ed \vas Morro Hermofo, which

at that dillance appeared to be infular, and, l.kc Natividad, K<'medto

be moderately elevated. Although we \\\ re too f;r diftant to attempt

an accurate delineation m thefe fhores, ACt we were enabled pretty

clearly to afcertain the pohtion of their moil prominent points, and, liom

the rcfult of our calculations, the ifland of Cerros ap[)eared to form on

its
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Dcccmlicr.
its wcflcrn fide a deep bay, between its nnrth-wcfl and fouth-wcli points,

which are about 5 leagues apart, in a chre^lion n, 20 k. and s. 20 w. ; th^'

peaked mountain being tlie part whole (ituation we were bed able to Hx, is

in latitude 28" 8', longitude 214° ,5cS'. Eroni this mountain the ifland St,

Benito lies x. 65 w., at the diRanee of twenty miles, and the ifland of Nati-

vidad s. 4 e., dillant fourteen miles. The latter appeared to be about four

miles long, in a s.e. and x.w. direction, and, like the ilkmd of C'crros,

prefented a barren and dreary id'peCt. Behind it was the point which wc

had taken for Morro Hermofo, in latitude 27° 52', longitude 2.15° 7'.

Ihe channels round thefe illands, and between them and the main land,

are, in the Spanifh charts, rcprefented as clear and navigable ; we were

not, however, fufliciently nigh to them to Hitisfy ourfelves in this particu-

lar. During the night our courfe was direfted more foutherly, which,

Wedncf. lo. although it kept us within fight of the land, yet by the morning it had

increafed our diflance further from the coall than I had reafon to expecl,

from the way in which it has been laid down. We were now at the dill

tance of 12 to 14 leagues, and whether the parts in fight were or were not

immediately on the fea fhore, it was not polfible for us to determine, but

the fhore was fufificienily marked to admit of our making the neceffary

obfervations, as we failed along it, for the objeft I had in view. The

northernmofl point in fight at noon, being the fame land that had form-

ed the northern extremity ever fince the morning, bore by compafs n.

3 w., dillant 17 leagues, a particular high part, appearing to form the

north point of a bay or opening on the coaft, N. 17 E., at the fame dif-

tance ; and what appeared to form a very confpicuous point, from

whence the coafl feemed to take a very eaftwardly turn, N, 25 e., diflant

13 leagues. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 26° 48', longitude

24,5° 26-y ; and, if the above eflimations be correft, the latter point will

be found to lie in latitude 27° 20', longitude 245° 49'. Several turtles

were i'ccn at this time on the furface of the fea, one of which was taken

by our fmall boat. Towards fun-fet the weather became cloudy, the

wind veered to the fouthward, and threatened us with a heavy rain,

but by midnight the wind refumed its north-wefl diretlion, and the wea-

Tivji'dayi}. ther became fair and pleafant. Not being in fight of the coafl on thurf-

l day
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day morning I fleered more to the caflward, and by day-light on the

12th wc were within fight of a high round mountain, \\hich wo liipjjoled

was on the main land of the peninfuia, bearing by compafs N'.K.-i k.

The part of the ocean in which we had now arrived abounded with

bonitos, albicores, and various other fidics (^I the tropical regions, with a

great many turtles. Thefe fcemed (b perfectly inlillerent to any interrup-

tion that we occafioned them, either by pading near to, or even over them,

that I was induced to fend the (inall boat to take fome of them up, and

in about half an hour fhe returned loaded with thirteen very fine green

ones, each weighing from feventy to two hundred pounds. They all

proved to be extremely good eating. Some of tliem were fluck with the

turtle peg, but moft of them were taken into the boat unhurt. Ulie ob-

ferved latitude at noon was 25° 1 1', longitude 2.17° 48:1:', and the variation

of the compafs g° eaflwardly. The above high round mountain at thi-i

time bore n. 30 e., diflant 25 leagues, and land lup})ofed by us to be arv

ifland, s. 35 e. ; to the eaflward of which our courfe was direfted until

two in the afternoon, "when our conje6lures were difeovercd to have

been ill founded ; for, inflcad of this land proving to be an idand, it

formed the wefl point of a fpacious open bay, the contiguous fhores to

which were very low, and bounded by breakers, whilfl the more interior

country rofe in fmall detached hillocks, giving the whole from the deck

the appearance of a group of iflands, but from the mafl-hcad it was

feen to be all connefted, for which reafon we hauled our wind, and

pafFed to the weflward of this land, which, in every point of view% even

at a very little diflance, fcemed to be infular, owing to the lowncfs of the

land to the eaflward of the elevated part that forms the point, and which,

in a fouth-eaft and north-wefl direftion, appeared to occupy an extent

of about five miles. It is highefl in die center, from whence its north-

weflern extremity fhoots out and defcends gradually to a low point of

land, with an even furface, but in every other part the acclivity was

fleep and irregular; and the furface, broken into deep ehafms, terminates

at the water-fide in abrupt rocky cliffs. On its northern fide lies an iilet

with fome rocks at a little diflance from the flioie, on which there was

An appearance of fome verdure and fertility, but where its furface was

rockv
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rot- rocky nivl broken it had a flcril «tik1 barren a^pc^i. In the oveiiino'

we pafled within about five miles of this point, wliich I fuppoied was

tlie foutli point of the bay de.ia MaiTdahna, and which, according to onr

obfervations, is fituatcd in latitude 2-1° 5,3', longitude 247" 56', from

whence, in a fouth-ead; direftion, at tlie diitance of about ,3 or 4 leagues,

is another elevated p.irt of the coad, which, like the former, at a little

dillance, has the appearance of being infular. As the coall:, for fome

extent to the fouth-eafiward of this llation, is in the Spanilh charts rc-

prefcnled as low, and dangerous to approacli, we fhr tched to the fouth-

SuLMiUy 13. ea/lward during the night, and on faturday morning, there l)eing no

land in fight, we flood to the eaflward, and foon regained a diflant view

of tlie coaft, which was high and mountainous.

Being favored with a line gale fioiu the norlh-wefl, and deliglufully

pleafant weather, we made great progrefs towards the land, for which

we continued to fleer until nine in the evening; when, being in 80 fa-

thoms water, and conceiving the land to be not far olf, we hauled to

the wind and plied under an eafy fail, \s-ith foundings from 80 to 90
Siiiulay 14. fathoms, until five on funday morning, when we again flood towards the

land, and to our great furprize, at day-liglit, found it to be 8 leagues

diflant, and bearing by compafs frorn K. 5/} i:. to s. 68 e. By ten in the

forenoon we were within about 3 leagues of the fhore, a* wliich time we

bore away, and fleered for cape St. Lucas. The parts of the coafl; to which

we were now oppolite were in a great ineafure compofed of llcep white

rocky cliffs, fiom whence the country rofe with a very broken and un-

i\'ini furface to a ridge of flupcndous mountains, which were villble at a

great dillance into the oc(\nn. The fhores jut out into f'mal! projeflin"'

jioints that 'erminate in abrupt cliffs, aiKl having lefs elevated land be-

hind tiiem, gave them at firfl the appearance o< being detached iflands

along th(^ c(\dl. bin, on a nearer approach, this did not fcem to be the

cafe. The general face of the country was not very inviting, being

defliiute of trees and other vegetable productions.

Ihe obier\i(l latiludi- at noon was 2/'," 12', longitude 250°, and die

variation of the coinnals 7° eaflwardly. At this time the northernmofl

part of the exterior coafl of California in fight bore by compafs n. 15 f;.,

the
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tiie ncared (liore ^.6] n., diftaiit 3 leagues, and a point to the nori'i

ward of, and inteixeptin!^ our vic^v- of cape St. Lueas s. ;y) r., di!!a:;i (^

leagues, beyond which the cape foon appeared, and was loiuid to lie

from that point s. 47 e., diflant 2 leagues. In the afternoon wo pafled

this point, or promontory, which gradually, though not v<'ry regulailv,

defcends from the range of mountains before mentioned, and tcrniinair-.

at its fouth extremity in a hummock of low. or verv modoMtely elevnud

land, that had the fam^ rocky ftorii jippcarance as that v.r. had been on-

pofite to in the morning.

The weather had been verv favorable to t]ieob;e';-i I had had ir, v i-n,/

in thus directing our co'.irfe to the fouihwaid. According lo(jU' obl'cr

vations cape St. Lucas is fituated in latitude 22","52', longiiuile 2-0" 16'

18". The very (liarp turn which the coafl takes from that point tou ards

the gulph of California, enabled us in a very precife manner to afc(>rt lin

the moft projefting part of the cape, which according to the Spanilli

charts, and the infonnation I had procured from the Spaniards thcm-

felves, is fituated under the fame meridian as their eftabliflimeni of St.

Jofeph, and which agreeably to the Spanifh printed chart compiled by

Miguel CoRanfo in 1770, is ftatcd to be in latitude 23" 3' .42", longitude

250" 17' 30". On the confirmation of our calculations by this authority

I derived much gratification, as 1 had now great reafon to prefume, that

the pofition of the wellern coafi of America between cape St. Lucas in

California, and cape Douglas in Cook's inlet, as heretofore flated bA' me,

would be found tolerably correft. The very trivial variation that had

occurred in the rate of Arnold's No. 1 4 for the preceding two or three

months, induced me to place my principal reliance upon it, and bv

which the longitude of cape St. Lucas differed from the above, only 1'

12". By Arnolds No. 82 on board the Chatham, the longitude of" the

cape was 250° 9'; Arnold's No, 176, gave 250° 37'; and Kendall's, 25^"

21' 30". Fromthefe feveral refults it (hould feem, that Arnold's No. 176

varied mofl: from tlie truth : and as I have had occafion before to ob-

I'crve, this deviation may polfibly have arifen by the motion it received on

its being taken on fhore, for the purpofe of difcovcring its rate of going.
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As ihe fiiuaiion of the Marias illands lying between cape St. Luca:^

anci cape Corientcs before the port of St. Bias, had been varioufly defined

by diHerent perfons, and as thefe iflands were nearly in our route, an

opportunity was likely to be afforded me for determining their pofition;

and on confidering the length of the paffage we had yet to perform, I

wns induced to hope we might at thofe illands be enabled to reeruit our

Hock of water; for thefe realbns our courfe wasdire61ed towaids the Ma-

rias, with a Irefh gale from the northward, and delightful weather. 1 he

fea fliil abounded with fifhes, and ftveral turtle were feen; but as our

former Ripply was not yet exhaufted, and as the gale was too favorably

tempting to admit of a momejit's delay, they remained unmolefted.

Acco'ding to Dam pier, the iflands for which we were then fteering are

fituated .-..s.!-:., at the diflance of 40 leagues from cape St. Lucas; ac-

cording to the Spanifli chart 47 leagues ; and by the Spanilh MS. chart

tliey are ftated to be 60 leagues from that promontory. This irrecon-

cilable dill'erence rendered it no cafy talk to determine on which to rely;

the difteience in the Spanifli charts rendered the accuracy of each equally

quellionable, and our own experience had proved both of them to be

very erroneous in fevcral inftances. Under this uncertainty about nine

Monday 15. o'clock on monday night, being then 42 leagues from cape St. Lucas,

and in the direftion in which die Marias were faid to lie, we plied under

an eafy fail until the next morning, when we made all fail, (leering to the

F.s.E., which courfe, by nine in the forenoon, brought us in fight of

thofe iflands, bearing by corapafs e.^nt.; in this dirctlion we inftandy

fleered, but as we were not fufficiently up with the land to gain ancho-

rage before dark, the night was paffed in preferving our filuation with

the land, and in the morning of the 17th we fleered for the paffage be-

tween the northernmod and the middle, or l^rince George's ifland, fo

diflinguiflicd by Dampier. The mofl northern and largefl ifland of

this group, is about thirteen miles long, in a s. e. by e. and n. w. by w.

dirertion, which is alio nearly the line in which thefe iflands feemcd to lie

from each other. As we paffed along the northernmofl ifland it ap-

peared to be but moderately elevated, notwithflanding that we had de-

K'licd it at the diflance of near 18 leagues: its highell part is towards the

Couth
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fouth, from whence it gradually dcfcenrls and terminates in a long low

point at its north-wefl extremity, which according to our obfervations

is fituated s. 68 e., and at the diftancc of 6[ leagues from cape St. Lucas.

A fmall low detached iflet, and a remarkably fleep white cliffy rock, lie

off this point of the idand, whofe Oiorcs are alio compofed, but particu-

larly fo on its fouth-wefl fide, of fleep white rocky cliffs: the fame fort

of fubftance feemed to be its principal component part, and although in

fome places it was tolerably well covered ^v'ith a low kind of flnubs, yet

upon the whole it prefented but a dreary and unprodudive fcene. Its

fouth-caftern extremity, which likewife defccnds gradually from the fum-

mitof the ifland, terminates alfo in a low proje6ling point with fonic rocks

lying off from it. On either fide is a fmall bav ; that on the eaftern fide is

bounded by a beach, alternately compofed of rocks and fand, and as we

gained (bundings of or^ fathoms at fome diftance as we pafFed bv it,

little doubt was entertained of its affording good anchorage, pro\ ded

the bottom (hould be good ; as it is proteftcd againft: the general prevail-

ing winds. The furf however broke with fome violence on its Ihorcs', and

as it did not feem from the fcanty portion of its vegetable prochif^ions,

and the apparent dryncis of the foil, to poffefs what we principall\-, and

indeed only wanted, water; we proceeded towards that Ration wliich

Woods Rogers defcribes to have occupied, and ^vhere about the fame

lea fon of the year, he procured a great fupply of excellent water. This

was on the north-eafl; fide of Prince George's illand. n our way thither

we paffed between Prince George's and the nor'h-wc/i' , nmoR illand, in

a paffage about fix miles wide, with foundings from 2. to 40 fathoms,

fandy bottom, and fo far as we became acquainted wtr, its navigation, it is

free from danger or interruption. The fouth-we^ fide of Priuv^e George's

ifiand is bounded by detached rocks lying at u nnall di(l"i.ice from its

fhores; thefe in general, but more fo on its northc'-n and oaflern Hde,

defcend gradually from the center of the illand (whofe fummit is nearly

as high as that of the northernmoff ifland,) and terminate ar the water

fide in a fine i'andy beach. This was infinitely more verdant than the

other ifland, as its vegetable produftions extended from the more de-

bated parts to tlie walh of the fea, and grew with fome luxuriance,
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tiiODgh we did not perceive any trees of great Ozc 011 the iflnnd, nor did

it feeia 10 afford any dreams or ^uns of frefli water. Some gullies were

leen as we palled along, wiuch in addition to the cheerful appearance of

tlie country, flattered us widi the hope, that on further examination they

would be found to afford us the fupply of water we needed. Elaving flion-

ly after noon, reached the Ipot pointed out by former vifitors as moft likely

(o furniOi this cffential article, wc anchored on a clear fandy bottom, in

10 fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the ffiore, on the

north-eaffern ffde of Prince George's ifland; its eaff point bearing by

compafs s. 16 k., about two miles and a half diffant; its north-eaff point,

N. 68 w., diffant two miles ; the north point of the northernmoft illand,

N. 46 vv., about 6 leagues diffant; and the moff fouthern ifland, which is

the fmalleff, from s. 21 e. to s. 45 e., about 4 leagues diffant.

Two boats were immediately difpatched with Mr. Whidhey and Mr.

Manby in different direftions in queft of water, which however, if found,

would not be got on board without fome difficulty, on account of the

furf which broke on every part of the ffiore, but not fo violently as to

prevent the parties from landing. In the evening both returned ; Mr.

Whidbey had extended his excurfion to the norili-weilward irom our an-

cliorage, without htiding any water, and Mr. Manby had been equally

unfficccfsful to the (outh-eaffuard round the louth poiiu of the ifland.

On its fouth-caff fide the beds of many fpacious waui couri'es were (een,

which in the rainy feafon appcarrd to give ver,t 10 copious ffrcams, as

Ibme of them were twenty feit in width. I;, {onie a moiffnefs was obfer-

scd. and Mr. Manby was of opinion, tliat by digging wells, water miglu

have been piocured. A fupply by this ni'\ins was howc\er precarious,

and as we cou'd not de\ ote any time to uncertainties, I determined to de-

part without further delay, and at eight o'clock we were again under lail.

Our vifit to thefe iflands not having afforded us an opportunity of

making a very accurate delineation of their fliores, or of acquiring fuch

information as might render them objefts worthy the particular attention

of future vifltors to thefe leas, I have not fubjoined any fl^etch of them,

and Audi content myl(:!f by noticing, that the anchorage we quitted, is

(ituated according to our obfei-vations made on the preceding day. and

the
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the day after we failed (not having obtained any obfervaiions on the day

of our arrival and departure) in latitude 21" 28', longitude '2^'^" t^.\; and

that in a direftion n. 50 w. and s. 50 f.. ; tliefe iflands occupy a fpace of

about 14 leagues; the length of the norihernniolt has been already dated,

its breadth is about nine miles; the next in fize and direftion is Prince

George's idand, this is about 8 leagues in circuit ; and the third, or

fouth-eafternmoft, is about nine miles round. In navigating near them

we obferved no danger ; fome detached iflets and rocks are about the

fhores, but all are fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided ; and the regu-

larity of the foundings, fo far as our examination extended, gave us rea-

fon to believe, that fccure anchorage might be obtained againft the pre-

vailing winds, at a commodious didance from the fhore.

From the gentlemen who had landed (being myfelf from the ill (late of

my health unable to go on fhore) I becam.e acquainted, that the foil of

Prince George's ifland feemed to be principally of a fandy nature, ou

which the chief valuable produftion was lignnm vitce, befidcs which, was

an almofl; impenetrable thicket of fmall trees and lailhes of a thorny na-

ture, together with the prickly pear, and fome plants of the orange and

lemon tribe ; the whole growing as clofe to the water fide as the walh of

the furf would permit. Some of the lignum vilce which was cut clofe to

the beach and brought on board, worked up lull eight inches in dia-

meter at heart ; this wood was very ponderous, of a clofe black grain,

and extremely hard. Before this time 1 did not recolleft to have met with

this fpecies of wood growing on any of the iilands in thefe feas, and it is

not improbable, that in the more interior parts of this ifland the trees may

be of a mu(i! larger fize. About die outlklrts cf the woods, for except-

ing where in the rainy feafon the defcending waters had formed a path,

the thicket was impenetrable; many birds weie leen, tliofe of the larger

kind were hawks of ieveral forts, green parrots with yellow heads, paro-

quets, pigeons, doves, and a variety of iiuail birds, many of which were

of beautiful plumage. Pelicans, gulls, curlews, terns, and fandpipers

were obferved, but no quadrupedcs were feen, although in the fund on

the bottom of fome of the water-courfes Mr. Manby noticed the looting

of an animal, which he coniidercd to be about the fize of a fox; many

turtle
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
turtle tracks were on the beach, and nearly a hundred of dead uanatec.

or fea-cows, were lodged at fome dillance bc)'ond the prefent range of

the furf. The carcallcs of ihcfe animals, from their then flate of putre-

faftion, were confidered by Mr. Manby to have been fo left about ten

or twche days before, and as they all fcemed to be nearly in the lame

{late of decay, the only coujefture that could be reafonably formed, was,

that they had been fo depofitcd in a violent foutherly ilorm. They were

eagerly devoured by the vultures, hawks, and other birds of prey that

had allemblcd about them in great numbers, and it appeared to be. not

improbable that the carnivorous animals of the Marias are frequently

regale! v/ith (uch fumptuous repafls, for, befides the fea-cows that re-

mained Miiire, the Ikcletons of many hundreds of the fame or lumlai- ani-

mals h;(i lecn in like manner caft on Ihore, at mure remote and d\ffe-

\\:n^ penodv. A variety of fifh, common to the tropical regions were

fee; ', t; it numbers about the fhores ; amongfl thefe the (harks were

very boi'! nnd daring, they followed the boats, and made r-^- jaicd at-

tempts io c itch the oars, in which one of tlicm at length ln(\ ceded, but

wMJi the h)is of five of its teeth, which wcro left in the blade of the oar.

A few (nakes and guannas were alfo (een, and fome of the latter were \eiy

good eating. No traces of human vifitors were perceived, though on

fhore fome drift wood was found, with evident marks of its having been

worked or hewn wi'.h European tools.

This appeared to me to be the fubllance of the information we acquired

by calling at thefe iflands, wliich are not more than 160 leagues from

Aeapulco, and in the immediate vicinity of St. Bias. In tiie Spanifli

M.S. chart they are placed welt from that port, at the diflance of

about 20 leagues, wh.ich appeared to correfpond exatlly with our ob-

frrvatioivs, in refpcft to the bearings from cape St. Lucas, and to differ

onlv three leagues m the diflance from that promontory ; this was further

proved (Io far is eflimated diflanc s ^oul ! oe relied upon) by the diflant

view we had had of the continent in that direction at our lall place

of anchorage; notwiihflanding whirii, thefe iflands do not fcem to have

c.ogagcd or attrafted the attention of the Spanifh government.

As
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As on leaving die Marias it was my intention to make cape Coricntcs,

in order to afcertain its latitude and longitude, our couife was direflcd

between tlie iflands and the main land; fleering well to the eaflward at

firfl, in order that we might avoid a fhoal laid to extend lonie diirance

from the fltores of the fouthernmod of the Marias ; at midnight we pur-

fued a more foutherly eourfe, but the wind, though attended with l^.ne

pleafant weather, was fo moderate, that at day-light the iflands we had

left were (till in fight, bearing by compafs the fouthernmofl K. 82 w. to

N. 72 w.; Prince George's ifland, N.70 w. to \.6\ v.'.; the ead point

of the nonhernmoft, N.58V/.; and a difiant view of the continental

fhore from n.e. by n. to e. by s. This was too remote to form any judg-

ment refpefting the country, further than its appearing to have a very

lofty and uneven furface, fsvt'Uing into various eminences of different

forms and magnitude.

The obferved latitude at noon was 21", longitude 25 4° 27', and the

variation of the compafs 7° ,30' eafhvardly. In this fituation the high

land over cape Corlentes bore by compafs s. 25 e., land appearing like

a fmall ifland, lying at fome diflance from the continent s. 66 1:. ; the

northernmofl part of the main land in fight n.n.e., and the fouthern-

mofl; of the Marias iilands N.58 w., diftant 9 leagues. Much to our

furprize, in the afternoon we approached a fmall black rugged rock, or,

more properly fpeaking, a clofely-conne6led elufter of fmall rocks,

which though deferving of attention, from their fituation, and the fafety

of the navigation between cape Corientes, St, Bias, and the Marias, yet

they are not inferted in either of the Spanifli charts, nor do they ap-

pear to have been noticed by any former vifitor with whofe obferva-

tions I have become acquainted. The fpace they occupy does not ap-

pear to exceed the dimenfions of a large fhip's hull, nor are they much

higher. They are at a greai diflance from any lartd, and, fo far as we

could perceive on palling by them at the diflance of about half a league,

the water near them appeared to be deep in every direftion. We could

not gain foundings clofe round them widi the hand-line, nor did this fmall

rocky group feem to be fupported bv any bed of rock or fliallow bank.

The flioresol the main land, to the eaflward of them, at the diflance of
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about 8 leagues, appeared to be broken, and about ten miles within them

are two fniall iilcts. Thefc rocks, according to our obfervations, are

fituatcd in latitude 20° 45', longitude 251" 27', lying from the land men-

tioned at noon as appearing like a fmall ifland s. 76 w., 6 leagues dif-

tant, and from the fouthcrnmofl of the Marias s. 36 e,, at the diflance of

12 or 13 leagues.

In the evening the breeze that had been very moderate all day, frefli-

encd, and towards midnight we paded cape Coricntes, at the diflance of

about 5 leagues; this time was rather unfavorable i'or the fixing of its

polition ; but as it was dill in fight at day-light the next morning, bear-

ing by compafs N, 8 f... and having been conftantly within our view du-

ring the night, I (hould fuppofe that it's fituation as refulting from our

nbl'crvations will be liable to no very material error. Thcfe placed cape

Corientcs in latitude 20° 22', longitude 254° 40'; from wlience if this

datement be corre6l, the above rocky group will be found to lie N. 26 w.,

at the diftance of g leagues.

The American coad to the fouthward of cape Corientes not continu-

ing to take a diredlion favorable to our route, we were no longer defirous

of keeping near its fhores, and I therefore made the bed of our way towards

the idand of Cocos and the Galipagos, with an intention of dopping at one

or both of ihofe places. At noon the obferved latitude was 19° 15', longi-

tude 25 1° 48' ; the coad at this time was dill in fight, bearing by com-

pafs north, N. 85 f.., and its neareft part north-ead, about 10 leagues

from us. We were now accompanied by many of the tropical fifhes, and

oceanic birds, and notwithdanding that we had a fredi breeze from the

north-wedward, the weather was very fultry and unpleafant. The ther-

mometer within thcfe two days had rifen from 70 to 81, and the heat

that we now experienced was attended with a degree of opprelfive incon-

venience, that exceeded any thing of the fort I had ever before felt, under

fimilar circumdances of fuch an alteration in the height of the mercury.

The unpleafantnefs of the atmofphere on faturday morning became great-

ly incrcafed by the north-wederly wind dying away, and by its being fuc-

ceeded by calms or light variable airs. The atmofphere was perfectly

clear, fcrenc, and unincumbered either with fogs or clouds, which made

it
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It vcr}' difficult to account for the extraordinary change in the chmate

between our then flalion and the three Marias idands, as the dillance

did not exceed 70 leagues. This may poffibly be accounted for by the

projetling promontory of cape Corientes, and other parts of this moun-

tainous country intercepting thofe cool refrefhing gales from the north

that are fo grateful and acceptable to the human conflitution.

That part of the globe we had now to pafs over having been litile

frequented by perfons pofleffing the means of making due obfervations

on the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, I purpofcd to procure

fome obfervations at different intervals when the (hip was fufficiently

fteady for this purpofe. This day in latitude i8° 20', longitude 255" 40',

the Marked End, North Face Eaft, Ihewed

Ditto Ditto Well,

Ditto South Face E a 11,

Ditto Ditto Well,

Mean vertical inclination of the north point of the

marine dipping needle > . .

The horizontal inclination or variation was about

A continuation of very light winds made our progrefs very flow,

through an ocean on whofe furface great numbers of turtles, in every

dlreftion, were lying afleep, and we had only to lower down the boat,

and without interrupting the progrefs of the fhip, make choice of as

many as we required: though under our prefent circumfl:ances we

would readily have waved the acquifition of thefe luxuries for a little

more wind, as with that which now prevailed, the fliip's motion through

the water was fcarcely perceptible.

We had again fight of the American coaft on funday morning; it bore

by compafs from n. 5 e. to eaft, to n. 72 e.; but at fo remote a diftance

that we loft every appearance of it by noon, when the obfcrved latitude

was 17" g6', longitude 2;--° 52'. During the two preceding days we had

very light variable winds Irom the eaftward and s.e. with alternate calms,

and very oppreftive fultry weather; but by the thurfday following wc had Ti

Ibme little alleviation, as the wind then blew a moderate fteady breeze

Vol. III. Z z from
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Veclricf. 31-

from tlie north-wellwarcl. Whilfl; the light winds continued we were

greatly incommoded by a very heavy fwell from the fouth-callward,

which made the fliip extremely uneafy; this had now in a great ircafure

fubfided; but the weather though perfeclly clear was ftill very hot And

fultry, the thermometer night and day varying from 81 to 83. Had it

not been for our anxious folicitudcto get forward, and the exceffive heat

of the weather, our fiiuation would have been by no means unpleafant;

the ocean was tranquil, and abounded with a great variety of filli ; its

furface as it were was covered with turtles, and the numerous fea fowls

hovering over, and diving for their prey, prefented fuch an animated

fcenc, as the ocean, unafTilled by intervening land, or other objedls, is

fcldom, I believe, lound to exhibit. We were here at no lofs to provide

a rcpafl for this our fourth Chriftmas day fince we had quitted the civi-

lized world ; and with the addition of the fredi beef, mutton, and poul-

try we had brought from Monterrey, the officers tables prefented

fuch an appearance of luxury as is not frequently feen in fuch dif-

tant regions of the ocean. In addition to our frefli provifions, and

what the fca afforded, the people were ferved fuch an extra allow-

ance of grog as was llifficicnt for die celebration of the day, and to call

to their recollection their friends and favorites at home; on which occa-

fion, tliough perhaps the clrcumftance may appear too trivial here to be

noticed, yet as t'ic fcntiirtent avofe fpontaneoufly from the gratitude of

the crew, I am induced to mention it : the memory of Sen' Quadra, and

the heakh of Tamaahmaah vvere not forgotten.

The fame light baffling winds continued to impede our progrefs, which

was tardy and irkfome beyond all defcription : in addition to which, fome

of our water ccifks were found to have leaked out ; this, very contrary

to my wiihes, obliged me to reftrain the allowance of water to three quarts

a man per day. So very llowly did we proceed, that by the 3 1 ft at noon

we had only reached the latitude of 13° 50'.. longitude 259° 5' 30" ; the

latter was deduced from 116 fets of lunar diftances, as follow, with the

fun and aldebaran on different fides of the moon between the 27th and

31ft of december. Thofe taken on the 27th5 and brought forward by

Arnold's No. 14, gave the following rcfrlrs.

The
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The mcnn of G fets ]) a © well oi' her, by Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto 4 ditto Mr. Rukcr,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Manby,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard,

Ditto 6 ditto, taken on 29tli, by Mr. Whidbc)-,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Baker,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Manby,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard.

Ditto 6 J) abaldebaranead of lier, Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto 6 ditto M Baker,

Ditto 4 ditto M .'mby.

Ditto 6 ditto ^ll. Orchard,

Ditto 6 })a O weft ofhcr, taken 31 ft, Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Baker,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Manby,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard,

Ditto 4 D ab aldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Baker,

Ditto 6 }) ab aldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Manby,

Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard,

Ditto 3 ditto Myfelf,

Ditto of 3 days' obfervations, in 28 fets, Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto ditto 28 Mr. Baker,

Ditto ditto 28 Mr. Manby,

Ditto ditto 29 Mr. Orchard,

Ditto of the whole, colle6livcly taken, being the refult

of 116 fets of lunar diftances, fhewed the longitude,

at noon on the 31ft of december, 1794, to be

At which time Arnold's No. 14 fliewed

176

Kendall's

And by the dead reckoning -

Z z 2
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259-38'

259 32 45

259 52 45

259 50 27

259 45 40

259 37 35

259 55 22

259 56 35

259 52 i>

260 14 »7

260 8 10

259 55 38

259 46 50

259 41 47

259 47 43

259 47 2

259 52 4

259 58 10

259 55 7

260 1 52

259 58 25

259 47 5

259 48 55

259 55 51

259 54 19

259 51 45
260 6 30
260 ss 36
260 46 A5
260
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
Ilence, as I confidered the longitude deduced from the lunar obferva-

tioHs to be coirecl, or nearly fo, it will appear evident that the chrono-

meters, fincc the commencement of the very hot weather, had been gain-

ing confidcrably lefs than the rate we were allowing as afceriained at

Monterrey ; for which reafon a new rate was, from thcfe and fubfequcnt

obfervations, found and adopted for pointing out our longitude, by the

chronometers, from this flation fouthward to the ifland of Cocos.

By this mode No. i.j, at noon, on the 31(1 ofdecem-

ber, appeared to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, 5''3i' 36" 45'"

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 20

No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich on the fame day, 11 51 59 45
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 415

Kendall's faft of mean time on the fame day, - 10 11 43 45
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of; ^^35

.?

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IV
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Vifil the ijland of Cocos—Some deferIption of that ijlond—Aflronrmiiad and

nautical obftrvaiions there— Proceed to the fculhzva^d—Paf bctzvcen

Wennuuis and Culpepper's iflands—See the GaUipdgos 7jlands, and aLer-

iuin theirJiLuation.

«"9vJJURING our pafTage thus far from Monterrey, it did not appear

that we had been much affetled by currents, the log and the obfcrva-

tions having in general correfponded very nearly, and the (hircrencc

between the longitude, by the dead reckoning, and that which I confi

-

dered to be the true longitude, had not exceeded half a degree, the dead

reckoning having been in general to the eallward of the truth.

The wind in the north-weflern quarter continued to blowr a ftcady

breeze, and as we advanced to the fouth-eaflward it incrcafcd in its

force ; the heat was lefs oppreflTive, and the mercury in the thcrnionie-

ter fell to a general temperatiiie of about 78 ; the atmofphere was gene-

rally clear, and the fea, which was remarkably fmooth, abounded with

immenfc numbers of flying fifh, dolphins, bonitos, albicores, and a great

variety of fmaller filhes ; of turtles we eafily procured as many as wc

could difpenfe with.

By noon on monday we had reached the latitude of 9° 27', and the Monday

longitude, brought forward from the preceding lunar obfervations, with

the new rates of the chronometers, was fhewn by Arnold's No. 1 j to be

263° 36' 15", No. 176, 263° 34' 15", and by Kendall's 263° 40' ; the dead

reckoning at this time (hewed 265" 33' ; whence it became evident that

we were now materially affeded by a current feiting to the weltward,
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lit W.Jju-i. ".

Sunday 1 1.

2 1 15

124 30

24 51

.IS this deviation had been gradually increaiing fi ncc the ,'3ifl; ofdcccmbcr,

and by our daily obliiTvations lor ilic latitude, the dire6tion of tJiis cur-

rent foemcd to be irregularly between tlie north-wed and fouth-well, the

reckoning being fomctimes to the north, fometimes corrcfponding, and

at odiers to the fouth of the obfer\ations.

In this fttuation the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was a-

under:

iSlarkcd end North face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Ditto Soutli face Eaft,

Diito ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle,

The variation being about 'j- degrees eaftwardlv.

The two fuccecding days we were let to the fouthward, at the rate of

about half a mile per hour, and on wcdnefday tl. • wind from the north-

cafiward again became very light, and I found it neceffury to begin

diflilling frefli water from the fea ; by this procefs, widiout any great

additional expenditure of fuel, a fupply of from twelve to eighteen gai-

IrMis of IVefh water was procured in the courfe of eacli day ; and al-

though it could not be confidered of the Krft quality, yet it was per-

fi'tlly freHi, and applicable to all the purpofes of cooking. In this re-

fpc6l it was highly acceptable, as by the aififtance of the diftilled water,

we were enabled to appropriate to greater advantage the abundant rc-

{redimcnts which the fea ftill continued to afford, and which were fome

compcnfation for the very tedious and tardy progrefs that the faint baffling

winds permitted us to make.

Since wednefday we had frequently noticed very ftrong riplings on the

furface of tlie water, but felt fcarccly any efteft from currents. The
ohfcrved latiuulc on funday was 7° 47', longitude, by Arnold's No. 14,

266" 27' ; No. 176, 260° 20' ; Kendall's, 266" 33' ; and by the dead rec-

koning 268" 32' ; fo that admitting No. 14, as I conceived it to be, near-

eft the truth, the error in the reckoning, fince the 5th, had only increa-

fed i()'. The variation of the compafs was now about 8° eaftwardlv.

During the laft week the clouds, particularly in the northern quarter,

2 had
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Rad fometimes huriff about the horizon vcrv dark and heavily, but '7'^5.

they had now difpcrfcd without any rain, excepting abcnit noon on the <_1 -,~. >

preceding day, when we had a fmart fhower that hiftcd near two

hours, and was tlie (irfl rain that had fallen with us fince our arrival at

Monterrey in the beginning of novcmber laft.

As we thus gently advanced to the fouih-eaftward, the riplings on the

furface of the water became more frequent, and were attended with a

greater degree of agitation, making a rudling hiflTing noife, like a tide

in (hoal water ; and though we felt fomcthing of their influence, they

feemed infinitely more to affeft the Chatham in her (leerage ;
yet, from

the refult of our obfervations, they did not appear to be the confe-

quence of any current, which gave rife to an idea, that probably the

I'pace we were then pafhng over was of very uneven bottom. To afcer-

taiii this fa6l foundings were tried, but no bottom was found in thcfc

riplings with 140 to 170 fithoms of line. During the night of the i jth, ^-ot.div •..>

and until noon the following day, we had a frefli breeze from the n.n'.h., Tucfdjy 13.

which afterwards veered round to the eadward and l.s.f., nearly in the

diretlion in which I widied to fleer. On wedncfday noon we had reach- Wcdncr. , ..

rd the latitude of 5° 37', longitude 268" 31', approaching^ nearly to the

parallel of the ifland ofCocos, and about 2 or 3 degrees of longitude to

the weitward of its meridian, according to the different accounts of its

fituaiion in the ocean ; and as we had no indication whatever of our

having left it to the v/eflward of us, our courfe was direded eaflwardlv,

as the mod probable means of finding the ifland.

We were flill attended by vafl numbers of fiflics, varying both in

fizc and fpecies ; few birds were now about us, and the abundance of

turtles was fo much decreafcd, that, on thurfday, notwithdanding the day Ti;mr.;r,\i;,

was for the moll part calm, our boat's crew caught only two. The
weather flill continued clear, and gave us fo good a view all around

us, that had any land been within the limits of our horizon, it could not

have efcaped our notice. After having pafTc-d to the fouth of the 6th

degree of north latitude, we again found ourfelves under the influence of

the current, that, during die 14th, had fet us 18', in a direction s. 47 e,,

and, during the lull twenty-four hours, at the fame rate, in a direction

N. 62 r..
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X. 62 I".. A light breeze fprinjring 11^ loon alter noon from tlic nortli,

we purfued our eallwanlly coiirle, iiilene.,' g- to incline a little to the

fonthward. This, however, we were prcvente<l vl, iig, from the current

continuing to f'ei to the e.n.k. at the rale oi a vWc per hour: fo that

at noon the following day our obferved latitude was 5" ji'j and the lon-

gitude 269° 32'.

The tranquil ftate of the wind and fca, which with fo little interrup-

tion had lor fuch a length of time attended us, now lecmed likely to un-

dergo a very material change. A \'ery heavy fwel! rolled from the weft-

ward, and the atmofphere became loaded with den fe, lieavy clouds, par-

ticularly between the s.e. and s. w.; in this direction our view was li-

mited to a very few miles. The wind now blowing a gentle breeze from

the N. w. a more foutherly courfe was purfued, in the hope of regaining

M'hat we had loft bv the current iiaving driven us to the northward.

Towards midnight after about three hours calm, the wind came from the

fouthward, and obliged us to ftcer again to the caftward ; this I much

regretted, as we had not, with all our cftorts, yet been able to get fo far

fcTith, as the latitude aftlgncd to the iftand wc were in queft of, which

a<:cci:ling to Lord Anion's voyage is ftated to be in 5'* 20', and by the

liuccaneers in 5° 15'. I could not help being appreluMifive, that a con-

tinuation of thefe adverfe winds and currents would oblige us to pafs to

the northward of the ifland without feeing it ; for, by our obfervations on

f.atuiJa) 17. faturday, after making every allowance, inftead of our being in latitude

[y°'i'>', wliich was fliewn by the reckoning, the refults of our meridional

and double altitudes (which agreed extremely well together) proved our

latitude to be 5" .jfi', and that we were alfo feveral miles to the eaftward

of our account, the longitude being 270° 37'. The variation at this time

was 8^" eallwardly.

Between this and the preceding noon, we had pafTed over upwards of

a degree of longitude, without being able to fee far to the fouth of the

latitude of 5" 30', owing to very thick hazy gloomy weather; hence it

was very poflible, that we might have palfed to the northward of the

ifland of Cocos. This was confidered bv fome on board to have been

highly probable, from the circuraftance of our being now attended by

vail



R O U X D Til E W O II L D. ;.(„

Ih k{<>
iS ^K( <

'

t'l'l
H^

;

'11 |i';i;f

•J

1 7'i-.

I
:.U..:!\'.

ards of

of the

"nee it

of the v'l

e been 1

led by
?J

vail

vaft numbers of the (hfTerent rprrie> of birds tliat are generally found

frequenting the (hores of the uninhabited fopical idancis ; but this did

not amount to ])roof, as liu'Tc birds miglit liave been altrafted to the

neighbourhood of our then lituation i)y the great numbers of bonitos,

albicores, and other lifhes, with whicli the {'ci\ at iliat time abounded :

and as wc were fuccefsfid in lakinij as many of them as we eould make ufe

of, thev made us ample amends for the deficieney of turtle, whieh did

not appear to be an object of much regrrd, as I biiieve mod of us be-

gan to be tired of th.at food, which was only ufcd to divcrfif)- our other

provifions.

The currents with which we liad met, fhewed that little reliance

was to be jilaced on tlie longitude, aihgned to any land in this jiart of

the ocean, from the tedimony of thole who had lb long fmcc vihted thefe

regions, but who liad not been provided with the means wc pofFeffcd for

afcertaining the (Irength and direclioii of thefe flrcams.

For fome days palt wc had been fct confiderably to the eaflward, and

as, fioni the fcveral audiorities I had confidted, it did not appear that we

had yet reached the mofl eaflern fituation alligned to the ifland in qurf-

lion, the prefumption was that it was flill to the eaflward of our prefent

track ; and although I Ihould have been greatly mortiRcd to have been

obliged to abandon an objeft that had fo much attracted my attention,

yet, from the reduced flate of our water in confequence of this unex-

petledly tedious pafTage, and the worn-out and defc6li\ e Ibue of our wa-

ter-cancs, the reachin<j of the ifland of Cocos became a matter more of

neceflity than choice ; as I was very unwilling to enter any port in

the continent. There feemed, however, no profpeft of cfrecHng this,

unlefs we fliould be able to fliapc fuch a courfe as would countcra61

the ftrcngth of the adverfc north-eaflerly current. For this purpofe,

witii the wind at s.s.vv. we fleered to the s.e., and in the evening had

a tolerably diflintl view a-head, but the fouth-weft horizon was ftill ob-

fcured in dark denfe clouds, and haze ; the night was moflly calm, but

in the following morning the weather was fercne and clear, attended Sunday i8

with a gentle breeze from the n.w,, with winch we ftcered to the fouth.
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and at noon were in laliiude
^'' i];i,

longitude 271" 7' ; having been fet

during the laR iwcnty-tour hours 13' to die north, and 11' to the eaft of

our reckoning.

'i'he clear weather was not of long coiivinuance in the Ibuthern quarter.

ahhough the oppofite lide of the liorizon retained its former appearance;

for by fun-fet we could not fee a mile from the fliip in the eallern, louth-

ern, or fouth-weftern quarters. The various kinds of birds became more

numerous, and liaving at length reached the Hated parallel of tlie idand,

we plied during die night, which was attended by variable winds, fome rain,

Moinl.iy ig. and dark gloomy weather. This continued until noon the next day, when
the oblerved latitude was 5° 1 y, longitude 271° 9'; being 10' to the

north, and 4' to the ealt of wliat the log fliewcd. The weather now

admitted of an extenhve view all round, but no land was in fight; and as

the number of birds was confiderably lefTcned, fome additional reafons

were oflered in fupport of the former opinion, that we had left the ifland

to tlie fouth-wedward of us. Of this however I was by no means con-

vinced, as in mv ieveral traverfes over the pacific ocean, I had feldom

found that fuch indications amounted to a proof of die very near vicinity

of land.

With the wind between the fouth and s. w., ahhough I had continued

during the night to the ft)uth-ea{l\vard, we were not able to keep our

rutftUy Ko. foutliing; for the obferved latitude at noon the following day was 5° 16',

the longitude 271° 52', which was 24' further north, and 10' further eaft

than was given b>' our reckoning.

In the courfe of the lall three or four days we had, in different in-

flances, been deceived for a lliort time both by night and day, by very

heavy dark clouds v»hich aflumed the appearance of land. Shordy after

noon a fimilar refemblance was feen from the mafl-head at agrcatdiflance,

bearing e.n. k., which was not given credit to as being land, until aided

h\ a gentle breeze and the current, we liad approached nearer to it by 3

leagues, when it was decided beyond all quefUon to be land. Concluding it

to be the long-looked for ifland of Cocos, at the diflance of 14 or u>

leagues, the glad tidings were communicated by fignal to our little

confort. AH the turtles had now left us, bui wc had Hill many fifhes and

fea
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tea fowl attending us, tlioiiirh tlirfc were not (jnit" fo nujnorons :is on the

preceding evening. 'I'he night was calm, or aceonijjanied with lij;l't \ari-

able winds, which continued with rain and dark gloonn' weather initi! noon

tlic nexldav, fothat no ohlrrvation; could l)c obtained lor afcertainin"- the

Ihip's fituation : we liad howe\cr niade li:)ine ])rogr(.Ts. as the ifhnid now
horeby conipafs k. ^3 1:. to x. J-ii v.. not more than d or 7 leaguis iroin

US. In this we had been much alIi(K-d by thetuneiu (citing us direrth, 10

wards the land, tlu- Ibuih-wcll extreniity of which apj)eared in this point

of view, to rife abrnptK- from the lea in Ihcp rugged dills to a i-onii

derable height : and then in a moderate al'eein to its moil elevated part ;

this was a hill of no \cry great fi/e; IVom whence it delcended with a

more uniform declivity to its northern exirenuty, whicli appeared like a

(.Ictaehed illct.

'l"lu; wind, which iiad been variable in tkee\'ening, became ver^• lin-ht,

and I was not wiihoul mv apprehenfions thai the current might force us

pad the illand. before we might have an opportuniI^• of making choice

of a fituation for anclioring. That no time miglit be loH. aboin two in

the following morning, being th.en fulTicientK' near the land f(^r c>ne of

our boats to be in with th.e fluM-es bv dav-liglit. Mr. V\'hidhev was d;f-

])atched in th.e cutter to make tiie necellluy examination. During ihis

and the three or four preceding nights tlie fea iiad j)refcnted a vei v lumi-

nous ap))earance, but I was not able to afcertain with fatisfacliou the

caufe of it. After the boat had left the fliip, we ufcd our uimoU endea-

vours to prelerve our Uaiion to the {'<
\ h-wel} of the idand, but to no

cft'e6l : the current foon after davdight dnv us b(n'on<l its welhaii end,

and although our head was to the foulh-wen, we were dri\en at a gieat

rate pall its northern fide, within a few nules of its Ihores. 'I'hefe ap-

peared to be indented into fmall bays, with rocks and illcts l\-ing ne.u

tiicm; but they by no means exhibited that inviting appearance which

has been reported of them by Lionel Wafer ••' and others. 'I'luTe iliorcs

were cldeflv compol(-d of broken jM-rpendicnlar clilK- precipices, beyond

wliich th'- lurface roli:? unevenly to the fummir of tlie ifkmd : th<' -vhole

compofmg one rude connetled thicket of fmall trees near »he fiiore. but

un the more elevated and interior parts manv larg(^ fprcadmg trees v.ere
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36.1 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
fcen ; fome cocoa nut trees were alfo obfervcd in fliccli ifins of the rocky

precipices, but they did not (ecni now to flourifli in llich abundance, as

was moil likely tlic cafe when their fruit gave a name t(} tlie ifland.

Being intirely without wind, the current lat us fall to the north-eall-

ward froui the land, which at noon bore by compafs Iroin s. 17 w. to

s, 2S ^v'-, dillant 7 or 8 miles. The weather at this time alTorded us a

good opportunity for afcertaining the (hip's place, which by feveral cor-

rett obfervations was found to be in latitude 5" 40', longitude 273" H'.

By thefe and other obfervations that iiad been made on the 20th, the

(hip appeared to have been let by the current during the two days 60

miles, in a direftion n. 50 e.; this {liewed that the illand, which wc did

not confider to be more than moderately high, when full feen was uj)-

wards of 20 leagues dillant.

In the morning as we were driving near to the fhores of the ifland, fome

falls of water were obfervcd defcending from the cliffs into the fea, and as

wc flood much in want of this neceffary article as more of our cafks were

found to have leaked out, no fmall degree of impatience was experi-

enced for the return of the boat, as her long abfenee had been attributed

to want of fucccfs in finding a ("afe place for anchorage. This liowever

did not prove to be the cafe, for her fuppofed detention was wholly oc-

cafionedbA' the great diflancc to which the current had fet the fliip from,

the ifland. About four o'clock I had the fatisfa6lion of being informed

by Mr. Whidbey, that the fhores abounded with dreams and falls of moft

excellent water, together with fome cocoa nuts, and plenty of wood for

fuel, eafily to be procured; elpecially in two fmall bavs, both of which

afforded anchorage fufficiently fheltered from the prevailing winds at this

feafon of the year ; the one on the north-eaft, the other on the north-wefl

part of the ifland. Mr. Whidbey gave tlie preference to the moil eafl-

ern, for which, therefore, with a light breeze from the north, we im-

mediately fleered, but were unable to Rem the current till about nine at

night, when the wind frefhened from the n. e. ; and with this, about four

t'nd^y U3. on Iriday morning, we reached the fituation Mr. Whidbey had chofen, and

moored in 33 fathoms water, fandy and gravelly bottom, and (fo far as

wc became acquainted.) good holding ground, and free from rocks. The

eaa
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eaft point of the l)ay, which is a rmall conical ilk-t lying ilofc to the

north-call extremity of tlic illand, bore hy compafs s. .31 i.., dillanthalf

a mile ; the weft, point of the bay s. 7/5 \v. ; a fteej) rocky illet lying oft* it

bore from s. 87 w. to n. G'iw. ; and tiie watering plaee at the tnouih of

a very fine ftreain emptying itfelf over a Candy beach, s. 1;} \v., about

three quarters of a mile dillant; the Chatham moored within ns in 2(i

lathoms water, on the fame kind of bottom.

As foon as tlie ftiip was fecured I went on ftiore, and found that all

our wants could be eafily fupplied ; that ahhough there was (bnie furf

on the beach it was inconftderable, and that not only water and fire-

wood, but that cocoa-nuts were alio to be procured in great abundance.

No time was now loft in fetting about obtaining a dm; fupply of thcIL*

cllential articles, and in the performing fuch other buftnefs as had beconur

recjuifite on board ; where, at noon, by the mean of four obfcrvaiions,

with difTcrent perfons and inllrument-s, the latitude was ftiewn to be .3"

,35' 15". This differing fo materially from the latitude as llatcd in Lord

Anfon's and other voyages, and the general appearance of this iftand fo

little correfponding with the defcription given of the idand of Coeos,

efpecially by Dampier, and Wafer, gave rife to fome doubts in mv mind

as to its being the identical iftand fo defcribed hv thofe gentlemen. Be

thai as it may, the advantages it afforded us, not only in the articles

already mentioned, but in an abundance of very fine fifh, were very

important; and as the foil was apparently capable of affording a variety

of ufcful vegetables, this iftand did not fail to attract our particular at-

tention ; and being anxious to acquire every information refpecting it

that the ftiort flay I purpofed to make would allow of, I difpatched Mr.

Whidbey on faturday morning, in the large cutter, to take a ft<etch of Saturdiy 24;

its ftiores. This fervice he performed, and returned about four in the af-

ternoon, having found them to becompofed of fteep perpendicular rocky

cliffs, with fome iflets and rocks lying near them ; on which the fea

broke with fo much violence as to preclude any attempt to land in any

part, excepting in the bay to the weflward of the anchorage we had

taken, where Mr. Whidbey had been before, and in that in which the vef-

fels were moored ; which were the only two fituations on the iftand to which

vefTels
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V('ir(.'i.> i-oul(l ivfort. On fiinJay morning I inado a lliort excuiTioa i)

the \\c'lU"rii bay, aud akliuugli a niuir lopious dream of Irclli water wa,

iouiulto How into it, yet it i,^ ecrtainl)' not lo iligible.i liluation lor pro-

curing the good tiling.-, wlueh the ilhind ciHlnded as that v liieii we occui)ii.il.

It was about hall" ebb when we reaehed its Ihores, where wv. landed with

tolerable convenience. After we iiad i)reakru(lcd, we- rati.sfied our euiiolliy

in tal.iiig a view (>!' the adjacent country ; this was couiined by an ini-

peneirabie thicket nearly to the limits of the fandy beach, \\luch coiii-

jjofcs the boiU)m of the ba\-. where, on our return to the bi)ats, we

found lome dilhcuhy in ic-enibarking. owing to an inereafe oi tlic furf

\\hich at th.it lime broki- upon the beach.

At ih.e pKiee on (hore. where our operations wer(t going on, 1 had

obfi'rwd e\ idem marks of European vilitors, from th(> tiees liaving been

ielled Willi axes and laws, whilll the decayed llule of the remaining

i!umi)s proM-d that tluy had not been very recently cut down. In this

wtHern bav. near to the fredi-water brook, a bottle was fidpended on

a tree, containing a note directed to the commander of any v( llel that

jiilght \\\\\ the illand, and figned '"James Gjlnett ;" dating, that thc^ diip

Raller, South-Sea w haler, of London, had arrived on the 261I1 of juiv,

] 79 j, aiul, alter procuring wood, water, and other reirennnents. had pro-

ceeded on her vo\age, all in good he.dtli : that, pre\ioudy to her de-

parture, a breed of hogs and goats had been left on the idand, and a va-

riety oi garden feeds had been fown, but the l"j)ot where thefe valuable

articles had been depoiited did not hajipen to I'all within the limits of

our obfervation.

B\' tlie time wc reached the velfels the rain fell very lieavih', and I

became accpiaiiucd, on n\\ arrival on board, that the (iirf had fo much

increaled, as \erv materially to retard our budncfs with the diorc. The

r;:in was accompanied by a fredi gale from the s.w., at the commence-

meni of which the current, which, though by no means regular in its force,

.(ometimes iieitig barely perceptible, at others running at lead, at the

rate of two miles per hour.) yet had hitherto fet uniformly to the k.n.k.,

now changed its direction and fet to tlie weflward, but at a verv fjen-

tie rate.

2 'Ellis
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This uncomfortable weather continued, though with fomc intcrmiiTion,

during the 26th; we, however, made great progrc !s in coni{)Ieting

our water and fuel, and haviniLj nearl)' exhaufled thi: ru ighbouring (hores

of their cocoa-nuts, I difpatchcfl two l)oat,s with Mr. Manby, tlic next

morning, to tlie wedern bay, where they were produced in great plenty,

to procure a full fupply of them. The boats returned about noon, not

having been very fuccefsful, as the heavy furf prevented their landing

in that part of the bay where the i'niit was molt abundantly produced.

Rv the afternoon we had taken on board aimut thirty-five tons of wa-

ter, with as much wood as we could flow -. and having thus fininud all

our bufinefs with the (bore, we quilted this illand in the evening, and

made the bell; of our way to the fouthward.

Having adverted to the fituation and .'.dvantages which this fmall

(pot of land poffeffcs, I fliall now more particularh i.otice fuch matters

as occurred to our obfervation whilll we remaiiud there.

It docs not appear from any account with which I am acquainted,

to whom we are indebted for the difcovery of this valuable little

ifland ; nor, indeed, do the feveral defcrijitions of the illand of Cocos

much accord with each other, or agree with what we fbunti to be its

fituation or appearance. The ifland feen by Lord i^Vnfon, of \vhich he

was within fight for five days, and confidercd by him to be the ifland of

Cocos, is ftated in his voyage to be fituated 13' to the foutli of what was

found by our calculations to be the latitude of this illand ; and fhoukl

this error in the latitude be confidered as reconcilable, it is likelv we

mav both intend the lame ifland. I have not the leafl doubt that the

ifland we lafl quitted is the fame which Chipperton vifited, and called it

the ifland of Cocos. He, I fliould fuppofe, anchored in the wcRcrn

bay, but his defcription is too confined to draw from thence an\- fatis-

fattorv conclulion ; but the greateft difference is in the accounts gi\en

of the ifland of Coros by Dampier and Lionel Wafer; thefe differ fb

very materially from our obfervations, in point of extent of fituation

and appearance, that their reprefeniations mufl cither be exceflivcly

erroneous, or they mufl belong to Ibme other ifland. After tak-

ing all thefe circumflances into confideration, it appeared to me by

no
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no means unlikely, that lomc other idantl might exill not very liir

remote from this, to whieii thel'e ai)pareiuly contradictory reports might

more properly applv.

7\s'o opinions were formed refperting an infeription that was found

cut on a roek near to our watering jdace; the letters, whieh had been

originally but ill exeeuted, were mueli deiiiced.

Look y as' vou goe for ye I Coco,

This I eonfidered as jiurponing, '• Look to fouth. as •\'ou go, for the

'• iiland ofCoeo," but the more prevailing opinion amonglt us was, that

it meant. '• Look as xou go for the idand of Coco," meaning this iden-

tical illantl. The defaced eharaiter after the word " look" might polli-

blv have ()i''ginal!\ been intended to (ignify the north, yc^tas we met with

no oilur in its vici-jl\-, it is probable that this latter opinion was mod
eorrecl; lor which realbn I have adopted the name oi Cocos for t'le

iiland in qucflion.

According to the fkeich made by Mr. Whidbey, tlie ifland of Cocos

is about 4 leagues in circuit, lying in a N. e. and s. w. direction; it is

about four miles long, and two miles broad, with liberal detached rocks

and illets fcattered about its fliores ; thofe lying off its fouth-wcit part ex-

tend to the greatelt dillance, which is nearly two miles, but they camiot

be eonfidered as dangerous becaufe they are fulfieicntly high to be fcen

and avoided. Tlie finall bay in which we had anchored at the north-ealt

end of the iiland is greatly to be preferred to the other weilwardof it;

for the fmall idet diat lies off its north-well point adds greatly to its pro-

tedion from the wind and fea. The width of the bay from point to point

of the two idcts that form each of its extremities is about a mile, in a

diie^iion s. ry2 i'.. and N. 52 w., and from this line its extent to the bot-

tom of the bay is alio about a mile; the foundings are regular from 12

to .30 fadioms, and vedels may ride very fnugly within lef; than half a

mile of the beach, in about 20 fathoms water, but in a lefs depth the

bottom did not appear to be fo free from rocks, 'Ihe'wedern bay is

more extendve and moreexpoied, and its foundings are neither fo regu-

lar, nor is the bottom fo good; but from the abundance and great va-

j ict)' of \egetable produ6lions that grow clofe to the verge of high water

tnart



ROUND THE WORLD.
mark in boih bays, it fliould fccm that neither of them are fubje6l to

very violent ftorms, or heavy feas. The cUmate was confidcred by us

as temperate and falubrious, for ahhough the thermometer was ufually

between 78 and 80, we did not feel that oppreflive heat which we had

experienced further to the northward; and notwithllanding that our

people were greatly expofed to the heavy rains that fell while tranfaiting

our bufinefs on (horc, yet not xhc Icall interruption from want of lualth

took place, which in various other tropical illands {'rcquciuh- attends

the execution of fimilar fervices.

This ifland cannot be confidercd as having a plcafant appearance in any

one point of view, for although its inland furfacc is much divcrfincd by

hills and valleys; yet the only low land ofain- extent that wc were certain

it pofrefTes is in the bottom of the two ba)s, each of which form the

extremity of one of thefe valleys bounded by craggy precipices, from the

foot of which extends a narrow ftrip of low flat land diat terminates in a

beach at the water fido, refembling more the dreary profpetl exhibited at

the heads of the fevcral branches of fea we had fo rcccntlv explored on the

coallof North Well America, than any thing clfe I could compare them

to. Every other part of the fhore feemed to be compofcd of flrc]),

broken precipices of rock, of which fubftance the interior of die ifland

was apparently compofcd, as the naked cliffs were frequently fccn pro-

truding their barren fides through the thicket, which oilierwife co-

vered the furfaoe of the ifland. This thicket, fo far as we were enabled

to afcertain, was chiefly compofed of a great variety of trees of a mo-

derate fize, with an impenetrable underwood of the vine or fupplc jack

kind, which oppofed any excurfion into the country ; fome attcmpis

were, I believe, made to penetrate thither by the water courle, but this,

from rocky precipices and other obflru6lions, was found to be equally

imprafticable; our knowledge of its produ6lions mull coiiR-quentlv be

confined to our obfervations on die fmall margin between tlie \voods and

the fea fliore, the only part that was accefliblc to us. In rcfpeft of

its future utility, the firlt objeft of confideration to maritime people is

die abundant fupply of water that it affords. This abounds in every part

of the ifland, and is to be eafily procured at the Rations to which veffels
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ran refort. From its purity and limpid appearance, and from its being

dcflitutc of any colour or unpleafant talte, either from dead leaves or

other putrid or rotten matter, though very heavy rains had fallen dur-

ing the time we Iiad been at anchor there, it may reafonably be inferred

that tlie larger dreams of water have a more remote and permanent

fource than the accidental fliowers that at this feafon of the year may

dcfcend upon the ifland. The foil in the immediate neighbourhood

of t!ie flreams that fall into each of the ba)S is of a poor, loofe, fandy

nature; but at a little diflance behind the beach, and in the fiffures of

the rocks, a rich black mould was obferved, apparently capable of

affording much vegetable nourifliment ; and this may alfo be the cafe in

other parts of the ifland, although we had no power of afcertaining the

fa6l. All its vegetable produ6lions appeared to grow luxuriantly, and

covered the ifiund in one intire wildernefs. On the rocky cliffs near the

fea fide, whofe uneven furface admitted the growth of vegetables, a

coarfe kind of grafs is produced, that afforded an excellent retreat for

the different kinds of fea fowl which reforted thither to roofl and build

their ncfls, or more properly fpeaking to lay their eggs, as they are at

little pains to form a nefl of any defcription. About thefe cliffs grew a

very particular kind of tree, fomething like die cloth plant of the South

Sea iOands, but much larger; fome of thefe grow to the height of about

tliirty feet, are of a lightifh coloured bark, free from branches to the

top, which is fomewhat bufliy, and for that reafon was called by us

the umbrella tree. There were fome few other trees whofe foliage

llrongly rcfcmbled that of the bread fruit, but as no one of them was in

bearing near the beach, I was not able pofitively to determine their fpe-

cies. Many of the trees that compofed the forefl, efpecially in the inte-

rior and elevated parts of the ifland, feemed to be of confiderable iize,

fprcading out into large branches towards their tops, which in point of

Jieight greatly furpaffed the others. I was inclined to believe that thefe

trees were of the lame fort with thofc from which we princip; v obtained

our fuel, although near to the fea fide they did not grow .0 large as

on the hills; Mr. Manby, who moil commonh' fupcrintended that fer-

vice, gave me the following account of them. 'Ihis tree is very generally

1 produced
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produced all over the ifland, its trunk grows very flraiglu to the height

of twenty or thirty feet before it throws out its In-anchcs, which are fo v.

clofe, large, and fpreading, as to afford extrctnely good flielter againd

both fun and rain ; the flcms of fcveral were capable of fquaring to twelve

or fourteen inches ; the grain is clofe, fomewhat variegated, and reddifli

towards the heart ; it yielded to the axe with tolerable eafe, to the faw

it was equally fitted, and, being free from knots, it fplir without inucli

labour ; its leaves are of a dark green colour, fiuooih at the erlge. and

not much unlike the laurel, though rather longer; the feed refembling a

fmall acorn is borne in clufters. The wood is well calculated for burn-

ing. Mr. Manby defcribes another fort, (which we cut for fuel alfo, i as

having a whitifli fmooth bark, growing tall and ftraight, and producing

but few branches. Its leaf is large, and in (liape refembling that of the

horfe-cheftnut, of a light-green colour, with a velvet furfacc ; it ap-

peared to be fit for little elfe dian fire-wood, and not the moll proper

even for that purpofe, as it has a thick pith in the center of it that

occupies a large portion of the Hem or branches. The wood is of a

white clofe grain, fplits readily, but does not burn remarkabK- well. The

cocoa-nut trees, which grow not only on the fea-fhorc but high up on

the fides of the hills, were the only trees we faw tliat bore any fruit, al-

though, in one of the rivulets, an unripe guava was picked up, which,

moft probably, had come from the interior country ; in addition to thefe,

we noticed an abundance of different foits of ferns, fome of winch pro-

duced a flem nearly fix inches in diameter, and grew to the height of

nearly twenty feet ; thefe, as well as I recollefl, were exa61Iy of the fame

dcfcription as thofe commonly found in Ne^\• Zealand. Such were the

mofl general vegetable produ6lions of this ifland that fell under our ob-

fervation, to which we further added the feeds of apples, peaches, melons,

pumkins, with beans, peas, &c. Thefe were fown by Mr. Swaine,

in a fpot cleared for that purpofe, ^v•here he was of opinion they were

likely to thrive.

With refpe6l to the animal liingdom, fifh and fowl feemcd to be in

great abundance, and we entertained hopes that future vifitors may be-

nefit by Captain Colnett's liberality ; as jufl before Mr. Swaine left the

3 B 2 ifland
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ifland a young hog, in very excellent condition, was feen by him and

fomc of his party, but on his difcovering our people he haflily retreated

into the thicket. Although at no very great dillance from this ifland

we had feen fuch numbers of turtle, it was Angularly remarkable that

there was not the mofl diflant fign of their reforting to thefe fhores,

which abounded with white and brown rats, and vafl: numbers of land

crabs. All the birds of the oceanic tribe, common to the tropical re-

gions, repaired hitlier in great flocks, and were by no means bad eating.

Befide thcfe were ken hawks, a fpecies of brown and white herons,

rails, a kind of blackbird, and a few others, that chiefly inhabited the

woods ; which, with feme ducks and teal, were what was obferved

principally to compofe the feathered race. A great variety and abun-

dance of excellently-good fifli frequented the fhores; fharks alfo were

very numerous, and the mofl bold and voracious I had ever before

feen. Thefe affcmblcd in the bay in large (hoals, conftantly attended

on our boats in all their motions, darting at the oars, and every thing

that by accident fell, or was thrown overboard. They frequently

took the fifli from the hooks before they could be got clear of the

water, and what was flill more fingular, when one of their own fpecies

was fo taken, and they perceived he could no longer defend himfelf, he

was inflantly attacked, torn to pieces, and devoured by his companions,

whilft yet alive ; and, notwithflanding that thefe monflers fubje6led

themfclves to be greatly annoyed by the harpoons, knives, &c. of our

people, by which they received many deep wounds, yet even that did

not deter them from renewing the attack upon the one which was caught,

until every part of the viftim's flefh was thus torn from its bones. On
this occafion wc had an opportunity of obferving, that it is erroneous to

fuppofc the fliark is under the. neceffity of turning on his back for the

purpole of taking his prey, as thefe fliarks moll commonly attained their

objc6l without firll turning themfelves, as has been generally believed.

The general warfare that exifls between fea-faring perfons and thefe

voracious animals, aflbrded at firfl a fpecies of amulement to our peo-

ple, by hooking, or otherways taking one for the otherj to feafl upon,

but as this was attended with the ill confcqucncc of drawing immenfe

numbers
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numbers round the fhip, and as the boatfwain and one of the young gen-

tlemen had both nearly fallen a facrifice to this diverfion, bv narrowly

efcaping from being drawn out of the boat by an immcnfely large fliark,

which they had hooked, into tbe midfl of at lead a fcorc of thcfc voracious

animals, I thought proper to prohibit all further indulgence in this fpc-

cies of entertainment ; which, independently of its being likely to be

attended with ferious confequences, was in itfelf of too cruel a nature to

be witnefTed without pain. Thefe fharks appeared to be of three dif-

ti'ift forts; the mofl numerous were of the tyger kind, thefe were beau-

tifully flreaked down their fides ; the other forts were the brown and the

blue (harks ; and it was fingularly remarkable, that although they all vo-

racioufly devoured the two former, yet when one of the latter was caught,

it remained unmolefled by the reft, and even when killed, and cut up,

its flefh was not eaten by its companions.

The other kinds of fifhes that fell under my notice, befide thofe com-

mon to the tropical feas, were two forts of bream, the large fnapper of the

Weft Indies, a fort of rock fifti, and another kind commonly called yel-

low tail ; thefe were all very excellent, and took the hook readily ; and to

tliofe who may follow us, and ftand in need of refrefhments, they may
prove a moft defirable rcfource ; and there can be little doiibt but that per-

fons under fuch circumftances would foon fall upon fome expedient, to

evade the inconvenience to which they might be liable from the extreme

vigilance of the (liarks. Nor is it improbable, that on a more minute

examination, the furface of this little ifland may be found to produce

many articles of refreftiment ; but as we did not ftand much in need of

any, excepting the neceflary article of water, our attention was undiretled

to fuch inquiries, being wholly engrofled in ufing every pofTible means of

difpatch in providing ourfelves with thofe few particulars with which we

could not difpenfe.

We happily flood in no great need of fearching for refrefliments at any

great diftance from the fhores of the idand ; for, excepting that I conti-

nued to be in a very feeble and debilitated ftate, there was not on

board either of the veffels a fingle individual who was not in the

highcft health imaginable.. In confequencc of the indifpofitiou under

which
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
which I had fo long laboured, I was only able to go once on fliore in

each of the bays, or I might poffibly have acquired more knowledge rc-

rpe6ting this fmall though valuable fpot of land. The comfort we derived

from the water and the few other fupplies there obtained juftly intitled it

to our confideration ; and a> from its lituation it is not unlikely that it

may become a place of importance tothofe whofe purfuits may dire6l them

to this part of the pacific ocean, I iruft I fhall be excufed for having

dwelt fo long on a fubjecl; which I could not but regard as defcrving at-

tention ; not only as far as it refpefts the produftions of the ifland, but

aifo to (hew, that the defcription of the ifland of Cocos given by Dampier

from the obfervations of others, and that Hated by Lionel Wafer from

his own, are either extremely inapplicable to its prefent circumftances

and appearance, or have reference to fome other ifland in its neighbour-

hood. It is much to be regretted that Dampier had not himfelf

vifited this ifland, as from the great accuracy of mofl of the obfervations

made by that judicious traveller, few doubts could have arifen concerning

the identity of die ifland he meant todefcribe. I am more inclined to at-

tribute this deviation from the truth to mifreprefentation, than to any

other caufe, from our having acquired a tolerably competent knowledge

of that part of the ocean between the 5th and 6th degrees of north lati-

tude, for at leaft 4 degrees of longitude to the weftward of the ifland in

quefl^ion, in which fpace there is not much likelihood of there being any

other ifland.

For the purpofe of commemorating our vifit to the ifland of Cocos, I

flirc6tcd that the date of our arrival, with the names of the vcflels and

the commanders, fliould be cut on the fame rock where the other infcrip-

tion was found ; the two former I underfliood was executed, but it feems

that (bme obftacle arofc to prevent the infertion of the latter. The

reafons before fl^atcd for fuppofing that this ifland may hereafter prove

ufciul to thofc who may traverfe thefe feas, demanded that the utmofl;

attention fliould be paid to the fixing with accuracy its true pofition. By
the refult of all our obfervations, comprehending 152 fcts, taken between

the 29th of december 1794, and the 16th ofJanuary 1795 ; and 154 fets

taken afterwards between the 28th of January, and the 16th of february

following,
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following, the longitude of the anchorage deduced thus from tliefe 306
fets of lunar diftances from the fun and flars, each fet as ufual containing C
Gx obfervations, appeared to be as follow:

The mean of 37 fets on both (ides D before our arrival by

Mr. \Miidbey, 272

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

37

37

38

3

ditto ditto Mr. Baker,

ditto ditto Mr. Manbv,

ditto ditto Mr. Orchard,

ditto ditto Myfelf,

273

273

273

273

273

51
1

3

4

46"

43

3

58

2 53
8 42

5 31

37

J.iniiary.

32 ditto after our departure Myfelf,

34 ditto ditto Mr. Whidbey, 273 10 38

36 dhto ditto Mr. Baker, 273 14 55
25 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 272 53 15

27 ditto ditto Mr. Orchard, 273 21 53
The mean of. the whole 306 fets colle6livcly taken, and

reduced to the anchorage by Arnold's No. 14, according to

its new rate, fhcwcd the true longitude to be - 273
Frorji this authority, and from feveral fets of altitudes of

the fun carefully taken whilft in the bay, the errors and rates

of the chronometers were found to be as follow :

Arnold's No. 1 4, fad of mean time at Greenwich at noon

on the 27th ofJanuary 1 795, ...
And to be gaining per day on mean time at the rate of

Arnold's No. 176, fall of mean time at Greenwich at fame

time, - - - - - - 121118 20

And to be gaining per day on mean time, - 41 5
Kendall's fall of mean time at Greenwich at fame time, 10 21 19 20

And to be gaining per day on mean time - 21 35
The latitude by twenty meridional altitudes of the fun

and fea horizon, by the back obfervation taken by five

different obfervers with different inflrumentS; and varying

from 5° 33' to 5° 37' 20", (hewed the mean refult to be 5"' 35' 12"

The
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The longitude according to the Monterrey rate was,

By Arnold's chronometer, No. 14, - - 273° 36' 40"

Ditto ditto 176, - - 274 47 55
And by Kendall's, ... - 274 fjiy 10

By which it appeared that No. 14 was 31' 5", No.

176, 42*20", and Kendall's chronometer, i°49'35"

to the eaflward of the true longitude.

The variation of the conripafs by four fets of azi-

muths differing from 8° 14' to 7° 21', (hewed the mean

refult to be

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,

Marked End, North Face Eafi:,

Ditto ditto We(h

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the north point of the magnetic dipping

needle, - - - - - - ^9 1'>

The rife and fall of the tides were, by the fhore, found to be very con-

fiderable and regular twice in the twenty-four hours without any appa-

rent ftream, and were not in the leaft; influenced by the currents. The

night tides appeared to be the higheft, and were eftimated to rife nearly

ten feet perpendicularly, though the furf was too high to admit of any

correal meafiirement. The time of high water was pretty clearly afcer-

taincd to be about 2'' 10' after the moon paffes the meridian.

Having, as before ilated, put to fea from the ifland of Cocos, on the

evening of the 27th of January, and having no intention of flopping fhort

of the illand of Juan Fernandez, or fome port on the coaft of Patagonia,

for the purpofe of again recruiting our water and ftore of fire-wood, the

(liip's courfe was direfted fouthwardly, but with fo gentle a breeze during

the night, that although we had all fail fet, yet, in the morning of the

Wodnci. -o. 28th, the ifland continued in fight until about nine in the forenoon,

when it bore by compafs n. 30 w., diftant forty-fix miles ; ftiortly after

this time we loft fight of it, not from its being beneath the horizon, but

from its being obfcured by clouds and an hazinefs in the atmofphere. At

noon
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noon the obfcrved latitude was 4". 13', the lonoitiulc 27,^ 17'; by whicli

it appeared that, fince quitting our anchorage, a current had fet us in a

direftion s. 12 e., eighteen miles. In the afii-rnoon fuch iinmcnfc flioals

of fifhes were playing about on the furfacc of the water as to be niiihiken

at firft for breakers. During the night the wind was \ery light from

the wellward, and on the following nionung tlu* woaihcr was calm, with T!;i.ii.!,, vj.

very heavy rain ; but in the forenoon, although the atmolphere continued

very gloomy, we procured die neceffary ohfervations to (hew the latitude

to be 3° 29', the longitude 273" 25, whence we appeared to have been

fet by a current 46 miles, in a dire6lion s. 5 e.; a few turtles were this

day about the fhip, fome of which were taken. In the afternoon we had

a light breeze variable between the eafl: and s. s. e., with which we ftood

to the fbuth-weftward ; the night wtis nearly calm with very heavy rain,

but the next morning we had again a fouth-eaflerly breeze with fome rain, Friday 30.

which in the forenoon ceafed, and permitted us to obferve the latitude at

noon to be 2° 35', which was 30' to the fouth of what was fliewn by the

log. With a moderate breeze, varying between s. by w, and s. i.. we

ftood on fuch tacks, as would enable its to make the bell of our way to

the fouthward, and at noon on the 31(1 the obferved latitude was 2° 1 1', SjiuiLysi.

the longitude 272° 12', from which it appeared that the current during

the laft twenty-four hours had fet us 12 miles to the fouth, and from the

29th at noon 41 miles to the wellward. Since leaving the ifland of

Cocos we had obferved many riplings on the water, and had experienced

an uncomfortable irregular fwell from the fouthward. On the ill of

february the weather became more pleaflmt, and t!ie wind at s. s. e. blew

fo fleady a breeze, that I concluded we had at lcn:^th reached the regular

trade wind. In the forenoon we palfed by fome fea weed and drift wood,

a cocoa nut, and a (lick of fugar cane about nine feet long; all of which,

excepting the former, appeared to have been no great length of time in

the water. The obferved latitude at noon was 1° 31', longitude 270" 26'; the

former agreed exa6lly with the log, but by the latter we appeared to have

been fet fince the preceding noon lo miles in a well direction. The vafl

numbers of fifh that dill attended us afforded us a very ])rofitable amufe-

ment, and many birds were flill about us. The wind which now hung
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far to the fouib, obliged us to make a much more weftrrly cowrfe than I

could have vvidied, as I had entertained hopes of being able to pal's

near enough to the Gallipagos iflands to have had an opportunity of

afcertaining their true fituation ; but as the wellernnioll of them are faid

to be under the meridian of the ifland of Cocos, which was now nearly

three degrees to the eaftward of us, the chance of fucceeding in this ex-

pedation was now fo little, that I gave up every idea of accomplilh-

ing that object.

Land was difcovered on monday forenoon to the \v. s. w. ; it then ap-

peared to be a very fmall ifland, which at noon bore by compafs s. 72 w.,

8 or 9 leagues diftant. As our obfcrved latitude was 1' 26', longitude

268° 43', and the variation of the compafs 8° eaftwardly, we appeared to

have been fet in the courfe of the lall twenty-four hours 10 miles to the

north, and 28 miles to the wellward. The influence of this current fel-

ling to the w. N. w, was very perceptible, for although with a light air

of wind during tlie afternoon our courfe was dire6led to the fouth-weft-

ward, yet fo rapidly were we driven in the above direfition of the cur-

rent, that, at fun-fct, this ifland bore by compafs s. 46 w., and another

ifland, which had been difcovered about an hour and an half before,

bore, at the fame time, N. 72 w. During the night we had a light

breeze from die s.s.w., with which we flood to the s.e. ; but fo far were

we from ft^emming the current, that, at day-light on the following morn-

ing, the firfl. of thefe iflands bore by compafs s. 68 e., diftant 6 leagues,

and the fecond n. 17 w., 12 miles dillant. At fuch a rate had we been

driven by the current between thefe iflands, that, notwithftanding we

ufed every endeavour to preferve our ftation by keeping as the wind

veered on the moft advantageous tacks, yet, at noon, the firft ifland bore

by compafs e. by s., at the diftance ofp leagues, and the other n.n.e. ^ e.,

at the diftance of 17 miles. In this fltuation the obferved latitude was

1° 28^ longitude 267° 49', by which the current appeared to have fet us,

(ince the preceding day at noon, ten miles to the north, and fifty miles to

the weftwar,d.

In paflTmg between thefe iflands, which lie from each other N. 42 ^v.

and s. 42 E., at the diftance of twenty-one miles, we obferved neither

danger
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danger nor obflruHion ; the fontlu rnrnofl, wliich is tlic Inrcn-n, did not

appear to exceed four miles in cirniit, and tlie nortliniimofl iibont Ii;df

a league ; the former is fituiuefl in latitude i°2:j'3o", Jind jomritudo 268"

16'. Its north-wedern fide forms a kind of lon,\; f'.ddle hiH, the north-

ern part of which is highefl in tlie middle, and flioots out into a low

point, which at firft fight was eonftdercd hv us to !>c- an ilK-t, hut was

afterwards believed to be uniterl. A Ihiall peakefl nee k or ilict lies off

its fouth-wcft fide, which, like all the otiier pans of it, exceptiivj that

towards the north, is compofed of perpendicular naked rocky ciilfs. On
(lie low north-weft part we faw what we fuppofed to be trees, but we

were by no means certain, for the ifland in general prcfcnrrd to us a very

dreary and unproduftive appearance. The nortlurnnioll ifland rofe in

naked cliffs from the fea, off which are two fmall iflots. or rocks ; that on

its eaft fide is remarkable for its flat table top, and for its being perfo-

rated nearly in the middle. The fituation of thele iflands, the eaflern-

moft being nearly 5° to the wcftward of the meridian of the ifland of Co-

cos, gave us at firfl rcafon to fuppofe them a new difcoverv, and not a

part of the group of the Gallipagos, as all the ancient accounts agree in

placing the Cocos due nortli from the wefternmoft of that duller of

iflands ; but when we took into confideration the very rapid currents by

which we had been controlled, they eafily accounted for errors to which

other navigators muft neceffarily have been fubjccted, who have not, like

ourfelves, been fo well provided with the means of afcertaining tlic full

effeft of their influence ; which had, fince our leaving that ifland, pro-

duced a difagreeinent of upwards of two degrees of longitude in our dead

reckoning. The decifion of this point remained, therefore, to be deter-

mined by our further progrcfs to the fouth ; for, in the event of the firft

or fouthernmoft, being Wenman's ifland, and the moft northern, that

called Culpepper's ifland, the northcrnmoft of that group of iflands, lit-

tle doubt was entertained of our meeting with more of them in purfiung

our fouthern courfe; in doing which we were not very expeditious the

two fucreeding days, as the wind between s. s.w. and s.s.e. was very

variable in point of ftrength ; and although we endeavoured to take every

advantage it alforded, fo little progrefs did we make againft the adverfe

3 C 2 current,
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380 A VOYAGE OFDISCOVERY
current, that, on the 5th, the mofl fouthern of thefe two iflands was ftill

in fight, and at noon bore by compafs N. 31 w., diftant 8 or 9 leagues.

The obferved latirude at this time was 59', longitude 268° 27, by the

dead reckoning 271*24' ; having, in tlie lafl twenty-four hours, been fet

by the current feveu miles to the north, and forty-eight miles to the well-

ward. As we were now approaching the equator, and as the fea was to-

lerably fmooth, foinc further obfervations were made on the vertical in-

clination of the magnetic necdlo, which (hewed

The marked end North t'acc Eall,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Ditto South face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Mean inclination, . . - -

The variation of the compafs, at the fame time, -

We advanced fo flowly from thefe iflands, that at fun-fet the fouthern

moft of them was llill within our view, bearing by compafs n. 12 w.

The wind was moftly at s.s.vv. during the night, with this we ftood to

Fridays. the fouth-eaftward, and at day-light on friday morning difcovered a more

extenfive land than the two iflands we had juft pafled, bearing by com-

pafs from s. 10 E. to 8,35 E. This land appeared to be very lofty, to

be at a confiderable diftance from us, and to be divided into three or

more iflands ; but »s we approached it the lefs elevated parts were feen

to be connefted, fo that, in the forenoon, it fcemed to be only divided in-

to two portions, and even this divifion was rendered doubtful, as we drew

nearer to it, by the low land rifing to view until about noon, when the

whole extended by compafs from s.42 e. to s. 10 e., with a detached

rock s. 2 w. In this fltuation the obferved latitude was 28' north, the

longitude 268° 32' ; having been fet, in the laft twenty-four hours, by the

current twenty-fix miles to the weftward. This, however, appeared to

have taken place in the early part of that day, as fince our having

made the land in the morning, we had approached it with a light

breeze, without having apparently been influenced by any current

whatever.
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In the afternoon a plcafimi breeze fprang up from the fouth-wcflward,

with wfiirh we llocxi rlofc-haulcd in For the land, and before fun-fet faw

very plainly, hut what we had for fome hours before conhdered to be two

iflands, was all eonneded by deprelled land on which was a hummock,

that had alfo appeared like a fmali idand; and beyond this low land, at a

confidcrablc diftance to the fouihward. was fcen an extenfivc lofty table

mountain. The land immediately belore us formed alfo towards its eaft-

ern extremity a fimilar table mountain, and towards its weftern point a

very regular fhaped round mountain, which, though not of equal height

to the others, was yet of confiderable elevation, and in this point of view

feetned to defccnd with great uniformity. The cailernmoft, terminating

in a low point with fome fmall hummocks upon it, at fix in ihe evening

bore by compafs s./jje.; the wefternmofl, which terminated more ab-

ruptly, s. 13 w.; and the detached rock, which is fteep, with a flat top,

s, 71 w. The whole of this conne6led land appeared now to form an

extenfivc lofty tra6l; and as I had no intention of flopping, the object

for confideration was, on which fide we fliould be molt likely to make the

befl pafTage ? The fouth-wefl wind from its fleadinefs, and the ap-

pearance of the weather, feemed to be fixed in that quarter, and as we

approached the fhore we found a flflfong current letting to windward: I

tlierefore did not hefitate to ufe our endeavours to pafs to the weliward

of this ifland, which under all circumflances appeared to me to be the

beft plan to purfue.

Wc drew in with the ifland until about nine at night, when we were

within about a league of its fhores, and finding that the windward current

was the (Irongeft near to the land, the night was employed in making fliort

trips bc'ween the fhores of the ifland and the flat rock before mentioned,

frequently trying for foundings with 100 fathoms of line without fuccefs.

The next morning we were nearly up with the weftern extremity of the Saturday

ifland, and as the weather was fair and pleafant with a very gentle breeze

of wind, I wiflied, whilft die (hip was turning up along fhore, to acquire

fome knowledge of what the country confifted, and for that purpofe im-

mediately after breakfafl Mr. Whidbey, accompanied by Mr. Menzies,

was difpatched with orders to land fomewhere to the fouthward of the

wcflern
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
veflern extremity of the land then in figlit, which had been named Cape

Berkeley. The part of the ifland we were now oppofite to, and that

which we were near to the preceding evening forming its north-woUern

fide, either fhoots out into long, low black points, or terminates in abrupt

cliffs of no great height, without any appearance of uifording anchorage

or fhclter for (hipping. The furf broke on every part of the Ihorcs with

much violence, and the country wore a very dreary defolate afpcct, being

dcflitute of wood, and nearly fo of verdure to a confiderable diUanvt

from the fea fide, until near the fummit of the mountains, and p.u-ticu-

larly on that which formed nearly the north-wellern part of the illand ;

where vegetation, though in no very flouriniing Hate, liadexillence.

The obferved latitude at noon, being then within 4 or 5 miles of its

fliores, was 7^' north, the longitude 268° 29^'; in which fituation the

ill ep flat rock, called Rodondo rock, bore by compafs n. 26vv.-, thi^

eafternmofl; part of the ifland now in fight, N.78E., and cape Berkeley

in a line with more diflant land, fuppofed by us to be another ifland,

fouth. As we advanced, the regular round mountain affumed a more

peaked fhape, and defcending with fome inequalities, terminated at the

north-weft extremity in a low barren rocky point, fituated according to

our obfervations in latitude 2' northt' 268" 30' eaft. From it the fleep

flat rock lies N. 2 w,, diflant 12 miles ; and the fliores of the north-weft

fide of the ifland, fo far as we traced them, took a direftion about N, 50 e.

fixtecn miles; the wind for the moft part of the day continued light and

variable between the weft and s.m'., but with the help of the current

which flill continued to run in our favour, we pafled in the afternoon to

the fouth of cape Berkeley, from whence the fhores to the fouihward of

that point take: a rounding turn to the eaftward, and flioot out into low

rocky points. The interior country exhibited die moft (battered, broken,

and confuftd landfcape I ever beheld, feemingly as if formed of die

mouths of innumerable craters of various heights and different fizes.

This opinion was confirmed about five in the afternoon on the return of

Mr. Wliidbey and his party, from whom 1 underftood, that about 2

leagues to the eaft fouih-eaftward of cape Berkeley, a bay had been

difcovcrcd round a very remarkable hummock, which feeincd likely to

afford
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afford tolerably good anchorage and flielter from the prevailing winds;

but as Mr. Whidbey had httle time to fpare, and as the fhores afforded

neither fuel nor frefh water, he was not very particular in this examina-

tion, but endeavoured to gain fome knowledge concerning the general

produftions of the country. During the fliort time the gentlemen were fo

employed on fhorc, thofe remaining in the boat, with only two hooks and

lines, nearly loaded her with exceedingly fine fifh, fufficicnt for ourftlvcs,

and fome to fpare for the Chatham. Our opinion, that this part of the

ifland had been greatly fubjeft to volcanic eruptions, appeared bv this

vifit to have been well founded; fince it fliould feem, that it is either

indebted for its elevation above th:j furface of the ocean to volcanic

powers, or that at no very remote period it had been fo profufely

covered with volcanic matter, as to render its furface incapable of more

than the bare exiftence of vegetables ; as a few only were found to be

produced in the chafms or broken furface of the lava, of which the fub-

ftratum of the whole ifland feemed to be compofed. Indcad of the dif-

ferent fpecies of turtles which are generally found in the tropical, or

equatorial regions, thefefliores, however fingular it may feem, abounded

with that defcription of thofe animals which are ufually met with in the

temperate zones, bordering on the arftic and antarftic circles : the

penguin and feals alfo, fome of which latter I underllood were of that

tribe which are confidered to be of the fur kind, were fcen, as likewife

fome guanas and fnakes ; thefe, together with a few birds, of which in

point of number the dove bore the greateft proportion, were what ap-

peared principally to compofe the inhabitants of this ifland; with

which, from its very uncommon appearance, I was very defirous to have

become better acquainted; but we had now no time to fpare for fuch an

inquiry, nor fliould I indeed have been able perfonally to have indulged

my curiofity, as I ftill continued to labour under a very indifferent ftate

of liealth, which in feveral other inllances had deprived me of fimilar

gratifications.

At fun-fet the fteep flat rock bore by compafs n. 5 w., and the land in

fight from N. 56 w. to s. g e. ; the former, being the north-weft point of

the ifland, and the latter, the land that was dated at noon to be in a line

with.
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with It, ftill at a confiderable dillance from us ; both of which feemed to

form very projecling points, from whence the fhores retired far to the

eaftward; but whetlier only a deep bay was thus formed, or whether the

land was here divided into two feparate iflands, our dillance was too

great to determine.

In the evening the wind frelhened from the s. s.w., with which we

plied to the fouthward, and having Hill the llream in our favor, we kept

near the Ihore where the current continued to be the Itrongell. At

midnight tliis breeze was fucceeded by a calm, which lalted until day-

light the next morning, when, with a light breeze, and the afliftance of

the current, we made feme progI^efs along fhoie. As we advanced,

land further dillant, and apparently detached, was difcovcred to the

S.S.E.; at noon the obferved latitude was i8j fouth, the longitude 268"

23' ; in this fituation we were oppofite to the land mentioned the pre-

ceding day at noon. This takes a circular form, and fhoots into leveral

fmall low projetling points. From the mofl confpicuous of thele, called

cape Douglas, the adjacent fliores take on one fide a north-eaftwardlv,

and on the other a foutherly, direftion. The above, being the nearelt

fhore, bore by compafs n. 78 e,, dillant five miles ; the fouthernmoft part

of this land in fight s. 39 e. ; the weft point of the laft-difcovered de-

tached land, which is named Chriftopher's point, s. 28 E. ; and cape

Berkeley n. 14 w. The land we were now abreall of bore a ftrong

refemblance to that feen the preceding day, equally barren and dreary

towards the fea-fide, but giving nourifhraent to a lew fcattered vegeta-

ble produclions on the more elevated part, which role to a table moun-

tain of confiderable height and magnitude, and is the fourth moun-

tain of this table-like form of which this land is compofed.

The wind, during the afternoon and night, blew a gentle breeze from

the fouthward, but as we continued to be alfifted by the current fetting

to windward, we made fome progrcfs in that direction, and were fuffi-

Mondayg. cicntly to thc fouthward the next morning to afcertain pretty clearly

that the laft-difcovered land, now bearing s. 54 e., diftant 9 leagues, was

diftinft from the fecond difcovcred land, or ifland ; and that its wrfiern

part, Chriftopher's point, lies from the fouth point of the fccond-difco-

2 vcrcd
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vered land, which is called cape Hamond, s. ij f., at the diUaiice of

twenty miles.

Thus concluded our examination of thefe (hores, which proved to be

thofe of the Gallipagos iflands. The wind now fecmcd to be ((;ttlcd in

the fouth-eaftern quarter, blowing a Ready pleafant gale; and as the

weather was fine, we were once more flattered wiili the pleafing hopes of

having at length reached the regular fouth-ea(r. trade wind; we therelore

made the befl of our way to the Ibuih-weflward with all fail fet, and at

noon obferved we were in latitude 44' fouth. The longitude by the feveral

chronometers, agreeably to their rates as afcertained at the ifland of

Cocos, was by Arnold's No. 1 1,
- - 267° 5 j'

30"

Ditto \j6, ' - 267 52 45
Kendall's, ... 067 52 30

but by the dead reckoning it appeared to be - 272 2 o

The variation of the furveying compafs was 8° eaflwardly, and the

vertical inclination of the marine dipping needle was

Marked End, North Face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft, . - .

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the north point of the marine dipping needle,

The very cxaft correfpondence of the longitude by the chronometers,

and which had uniformly been the cafe ever fince our departure from the

illand of Cocos, induced me to believe, that at leaft the relative pofition

in point of longitude of that ifland with thcfe would be found correct

;

and I truft, that the means adopted to afceriain the longitude of the for-

mer, will not be found liable to any material error.

On reference to the relative pofition of the land to which our attention

had been diretted fince the 6th of this month, the delineation of its fliores

from our obfervations, will be found to bear a very ftriking refemblance to

that of the wefleri^moft of the Gallipagos, as laid down in Captain Cook's

reneral chart ; and althoujjh the fituation of Wenman's ifland does not

correftly agree, yet the correfpondence of the larger portions of the land

Vol. III. 3D with
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
with the above chart, is doubtlefs a further confirmation of their being the

fame as is therein intended to be reprcfented ; from whence I fliould fup-

pofe,* that the firft and third portions of land feen by us conftituted

Albemarle illand, and that the fecond was Narborough's ifland. Thele

names were given by the Buccaneers, as alfo that of Rodondo rock to the

{leep flat rock, and Chrillopher's point to the wefl. point of the third land;

and under this perfuafion, this is the fouth-wefl point of Marlborough

ifland, which is fituatcd according to our obfervations in latitude 50'

fouth, longitude 268" 34 cafl:.

Prom thefe conclufions, all the objefts I had had in view in fleering this

fouth-ealiwardly jourfe from Monterrey appeared to have been accom-

pliflicd ; fince I had not entertained the mofl diftant intention of flopping,

to make furveys or correal examiniaions of any iflands we might fee. But

as the fituation of thofe which were lying not far out of our track had

been varioufly reprefented, 1 anxioufly wiflied to obtain fuch information

as would place this matter out of all difpute for the future; and having

been enabled to effeft this purpofe to my fatisfa6Hon, it was fome recom-

pence for the very irkfome and tedious paflage we had experienced in

confequcnce of the light baffling w'inds that had conflantly attended us

after we had paffed cape Corientes; fince which time, to our ftation this

day at noon, our progrefs upon an average had not been more than at

the rate of 10 leagues per day.

I fliall now proceed to flate, what little more occurred to my knowledge

or obfervation refpetling that part of the Gallipagos iflands that we were

now about to leave. The climate appeared to be Angularly temperate

for an equatorial country. Since our departure from the ifland of

Cocos the mercury in the thermometer had feldom rifen above 78, and

for the three preceding days it had moftly been between the 74th and

76th degree; the atmofphere felt light and exhilarating, and the wind

which came chiefly from the fouthern quarter was very cool and refrefh-

ing. The fliores appeared to be deep and bold, free from flioals or hid-

den dangers ; fome riplings were obferved, which at firft were fuppofed to

be occafioned by the former, but as foundings were not gained when we

were

t
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were in them, thefe ripliirgs were attributed to the meeting of Ctnrents.

I'he lofty mountains of which this land. is principrilly coTnpofcd, except-

ing that which forms its horth-wcfiern part, appeared to us in general to

defcend with much regularity fi'om a nearly flat or table i'ummit, and to

terminate at tlie bafe in projefting poiriis on very low level land ; fo that,

at a dillance, each of thefe mountains appeared to form a diilincl ifland.

This circumftance may probably have given rife to the different HatenT^nts

of former vifitors concerning the number of this group of illands; all of

them however agree in their cTording great (lores of rcfienunent in the

land and fea turtles, in an abundance of mofl excellent fifli of feveral

forts, and in great numbers of wild fowl. Our having fecn but few tur-

tles whilfl; in die neighbourhood of thefe iflands, is no proof that thefe

animals do not refort thither; for in the fea we faw neither feals nor pen-

guins, yet the fhores were in a manner covered with them ; and in addi-

tion to this, the parts of the coafl; that were prefented to our view, con-

fifted principally of a broken rugged rocky fubftance, not eafdy accelT:-

ble to the fea turtle, which moft commonly, and particularly for the

purpofe of depofiting its eggs, reforts to fandy beaches. With refpeft to

fifli, we had ample proof of their abundance, and of the eafe with which

they are to be taken; but in regard of that great defideratum, freCi

water, fome affert that the iflands aff"ord large ft;reams, and even rivers

;

whilfl; others ftate them to poflefs only a veiy fcanty portion, or to be

nearly deftitute of it. This however is but of little importance, as,

from their vicinity to the ifland of Cocos, where perpetual fprings

feem to water every part of that ifland, veflels ftanding in need of

a fupply, may eafdy procure a fufficient quantity for all purpofes;

and fince we faw in their neighbourhood many whales which we

conceived to be of the fpermaceti kind, it is not unlikely that thefe

ftiores may become places of defirable refort to adventurers engaged in

taking thofe animals. Notwithftanding that our vifit did not af-

ford an oppora nity for difcovering the mofl eligible places to which

vcflels might repair; it neverthelefs, by afcertaining the aftual fltuation

of the wellern fide of the group, has rendered the tafli of procuring fuch

3 D 2 information
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information more cafy to thofe, who may wifh to benefit by the advan-

tages thefe iflands may be found to furnifti.

I (hall now take my leave of the Gallipagos iflands, and with them alfo

of the north pacific ocean, in which we had paiTed the lad three

years.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

Proceed to thefouthtoard—The Difcoveryfprings her nmin-majl—Scurvy

makes its appearance—Pafs the iflands of Majfafuero and Juan Fernan-

dez—Arrive at Valparaifo—Vifit St. jfago, the capital of Chili.

VvN taking our final leave of the north pacific ocean, I could not avoid

feeling fome regret in rcflefting, that although I was convinced we had

very effeftually delineated its eaftern fhores, yet that the geography of a

very large portion of that coaft which gives bounds to its weftern limits,

flill remained very imperfc6lly, and indeed almofl intirely, unknown to

Europeans. The examination of ihefe parts however had not formed an

objeftofthe prefent expedition; nor could we, without a complete re-equip-

ment of both vcflels in fome eftablifhed arfenal, have undertaken a fervice

of that nature with any reafonable profpecl of fuccefs, had it been within

the limits of my commiflTion. The length of time we had now been ab-

fent from our native foil, the unpleafant intelligence we had recently re-

ceived of the ftate of Europe, and the defire we had of adding our little

ftrength to the means adopted for the refioration of good order and

tranquillity at home, all combined to reconcile us to any difappointment

which the thirft for exploring or difcovering new countries might have in-

fpired; and operated to fatisfy our minds as to the necelTity of making

thebefl of our way towards thofe regions, where our fervices in another

line of duty might poflibly be more acceptable to our country.

Our progrefs however was not equal to our wilhes, for by the

11th at noon we had only reached the latitude of 2° 3' fouth, when

the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was obferved to be,

Marked
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Marked End, North Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Mean incHnation of the norlh point

The variation of the compafs at this time was

The wind between s. e. and e, s. e. blew a

breeze, and although the atmofphere was moftly free from clouds, yet

the weadier was temperate and pleai'ant ; the thermometer night and day

remaining between 75 and 76. On thurfday in the afternoon the ver-

tical inclination of the magnetic needle was found to be asunder;

30

20

30

7 /j^eaftu'ardly.

fteady but very gentle

Marked End, North Face Eaft, - i°

Ditto Ditto Weft, - 1

Ditto South Face Eaft, - i

Ditto Ditto Weft, - i

Mean inclination of theToM^/^j^oe'ft^ - 1

The variation of the compafs, -
7

The fame liglit winds with pleafant weather continui.d until the fol-

lowing day, when, after about ten hours calm, a breeze fprang up from

the s. E., which gradually increafed, and the next day at noon the lati-

tude was obferved to be 4° 15' fouth, longitude 26^^° 15'. The vertical

inclination of the marine dipping needle was as follows

:

3^'

38

40

17

32

50 caftwardly.

Marked End, North Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the fouth point,

And the variation of the compafs.

5' 37'

5 32

5 55

6 3

5 46

9 7 eaftwardly.

Since our departure from the Gallipagos iftands we had felt the influ-

ence of a current fetting to the weftward, though this did not appear to

be of great ftrength, as the error of the dead reckoning in longitude to

this fituation in the ocean had not increafed more than a degree.

The extremely bad failing of the Chatham had, throughout this voyage,

very materially retarded the progrcfs of our labours, but firtce our laft:

departure
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departure from Monterrey the evil frpmed to have much increafcd : and

confidering that our operations to the fomh^\'a^l miglit acquire fonie

advancement from our preceding her, I informed Mr. Piigct. that I (hould

make the bed of my way wiih the Difcovcry towards the ifland of Juan

Fernandez; and in the event of his not arriving there before our de-

parture, he was provided with further inftruftions, which, with fuch as I

might leave for him at that Ration, would be fulhcient for iiis future

government. After having made thefe neceffary arrangements, we made

all fail in the Difcovery with a pleafant fteady gale from the s.s.e.

Many oceanic birds and numbers of fillies ftill attended us, and we were

now and then fortunate in taking fome of the latter. By the evening

the Chatham was a confiderable diftance aflern, and by the next forenoon Mondiy iC.

intirely out of fight from the mafl-head; fo that the diftance we had

gained of her in twenty-four hours could not be much fhort of 5
leagues.

Our progrefs now was not only verv expeditious, but very pleafint

;

the wind blew a fleady gale between e. s. e. and s. s, e. ; the fea aboimd-

ed WMth a great variety of fifhes, and was remarkably fmooth ; the wea-

ther, alternately clear and cloudy, with fome flight fhowcrs of rain, was

very temperate and agreeable, the thermometer {landing between 75 and

77. On faturday in fouth latitude 12° 43', longitude by

Arnold's No. 14, - - - - 255° ^i'

176, - - - - 255 o

Kendall's, ... . 254 54
And by the dead reckoning, continued from the ifland of Cocos, 260 32

In this fituation the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was.

Marked End, North Face Eaft.,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the fouth point,

The variation of the compafs,

As we advanced the wind decreafed in its force, and gradually inclined

to the eaftward and northward of eaft, with nearly the fame pleafant

1 weather.

23" 5'

23 50

23 58

23 18

23 23

4 ^^ eaftwardly.
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weather. On the 26th, in latitude 19° 44', longitude 253° 45', the ver-

tical inclination of" the magnetic needle was found to be,

Marked End, North Face Eaft,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Ditto South Face Fall,

Ditto Ditto Weft,

Mean inclination oFthefouth point,

Variation of the cojnpafs,
,

The trade wind during the two fuccceding days was light and variable

in the caftern quarter, and on the ift of march we feemed to have reached

the variable winds, having a frelh breeze, attended with a very heavy

fw'cll from the north-weftward. The obferved latitude at noon was

23° 24', longitude by Arnold's No. 1 4, - - ^55° 3'

176, - - 254,52

Kendall's, ... o,^ j -j

And by the dead reckoning, . . _ 260 25

The variation of the compafs was 4° eaftwardly. In the afternoon we

again reached the temperate zone ; and notwithftanding that fince our

departure from the Gallipagos idands we had paffed under a vertical fun,*

the height of the mercury in the thermOT^ter had at no time exceeded

77 degrees.

The north-weft, wind continued with Hiir pleafant weather until the

Monday 2. evening of the 2d, when it veered to the north, and became light and

WcJncf.
J. \'ariable between the n. n. e. and e. n. e. On wcdnefday, in latitude 26°

45', longitude by Arnold's No. 14, 258° 39', we pafled forne drift wood,

and we had many birds and fifties about the ftiip. Some good lunar ob-

fcrvations had been lately procured by fome of the ofticers, which (hewed

the longitude to be about 5' to the weftward of Arnold's No, 14, 18' to

the eaftward of No. 176, and 3' to the eaftward of Kendall's chronome-

ter : the dead reckoning at the fame time ftiewing 264° 10' ; the variation

was 4° eaftwardly, and ihe thermometer from 73 to 75.

From this time our progrefs was much retarded by the wind being ad-

verfe, and var)'ing between fouth and E. s. k. ; the weather however

Sunday 8, continued fair and pica.fant until the morning of the 8th, when the breeze

2 freftiened,
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freflicncd, attended by (omc fliowcrs and finart iqualls ; in one ol thrTc,

the heavied wc had experienced for a great length of time, the head of v.

the mainmall was (Hfeovered to have been very badly fprung, about five

feet below the rigging and about {even feet above, and oppofite to its

former defective part. The fails on the mainniad were immediately

taken in, and on further examinationof the wound, the head of the mall

was feen to be in a very weak and (hatiered condition. No time was loft

in relieving it of its weight, by getting everything down upon deck that

was above the top, and the carpenters were immediately employed in

preparing two anchor ftocks a^fjlies to fupport the mad-head. At noon

the obferved latitude was 8°, the longitude 259° 32'; the variation of the

compafs 5° 3' eafterly, and the thermometer from 70° 1072*. The wea-

ther was tolerably favorable for applying fuch remedies to the defctl in

the maft as we pofTeffed ; and on monday afternoon, it being as well fe- Monday g,

cured as was in our power, the mizentop-maft was fubftituted for a main-

top-maft, that being as much as the weak flate of the lower maft was ca-

pable of fuftaining, and the maintop-gallant-maft was got up for a mizcn-

top-maft. By this unfortunate accident our quantity of canvas was fo

* reduced, that our progrefs towards the appointed rendezvous was ren-

dered very flow; we however made the bell of our way, with winds very

variable both in refpeft to force and direftion, though generally attended

with moderate pleafant weather.

Without the occurrence of any circumftance worthy of recital, we

pafled on until the 14th, when we found ourfelves in latitude 33° 13', Ion- Satuiday »i-

gitude 262° 43', and variation 4" eaftwardly. At this time, to my utter

aftoniftiment and furprize, I was given to underftand from Mr. Menzies

that the fea fcurvy had made its appearance amongft fome of the crew.

This was a circumftance for which it was not eafy to account. The high

ftate of health which every individual on board the fliip (myfelf excepted)

liad appeared to enjoy for fome months before, and the refrefliments we

had been conftantly in the habit of procuring fince our arrival at Monter-

rey, together with the very pleafant weather that had attended us fince that

period, all confpired to render the caufe of this unfortunate malady the

more inexplicable, efpecially as there had not been the fma Heft abatement or
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
rclaxiuion in the mcaHircs I had udoptal ai the comtneiiccinent of our

voyagi •; but on the coiiliaiy, the moll ri^id obfervancc liad I)cvii paid

to all ihoic ciiCLinnhuicis, which had been piovod from experience to ho.

the happv ai\d elUitual means of prefervin^r tl;at mod valuable of all

blelhngs, healih. All ihele precaiilioiis and (alutary meafurcs on this

occanon feemed to have loll their effect, for the number of our fcorbutic

invalids inciealed, and with theni alfo my folicitutle, which may probably

be more cafy to imagine than to dcfcribe. The baneful efl'e6ls which feldom

fail to l)e confequent on this diforder at fea, filled my mind with apprehen-

fions for the falety of our patients; and having prefumed that we had at

length profited fo much by the experience and indefatigable labours of that

renowned navigator Captain Cook, as that by due attention we could on

a certainty protect feafaring people from the fatal eonfcquences hitherto

iideparable, under (imilar circumllances, from this malignant diforder, the

difappointinenl wliich I felt on this occafion was inexprellible. This was

the fecond inflance in which it had appeared during the voyage. The firfl

was on our palfage from Nooika to the Spanifh fetilements in New
Albion ; but I was tlien in foine meafure able to account for its appear-

ance, our people having been for many of the preceding months ex-

pofed in a very arduous and fatiguing fervice to mofl inclement weather,

with only the very fmall portion of refit fhments we were enabled to pro-

cure during tliat time. Thefe rcafons did not now exifl, and I remained

in the grcatell uncertainty concerning the caufe of its origin, until at

length it appeared to liave been derived from a fburce from whence I lead

expcfled it; namely, from a difobedience of my pofiiive injunftions

and orders on the part of the cook, who had been flriftly forbidden on

any account whatever to allow the (kimmings of the boiling failed meat

to be eaten by the people. Of this difobedience the fhip's cook, a fteady,

grave, and valuable man, came aft on the quarter deck and made a vo-

luntary confethon ; and flaied, that he had not only afted in direft oppofi-

tion to my repraleil iiijuntiions in the prefent inflance, but alfo on the for-

mer occal'.on; tliough he had not been induceil at any other t'me durinor

the voyage, by the unportimities of the people, to tranfgrefs, in giving to

the crew the Ikimmings of the boilers to mix with their pulfe, whicii at

both
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both tliofe times, luit particulaily tlic prcl'iMit, tlicy liad \kvu able f>

procure in great abundiincc IVoni their Spiiiiiib liiends.

On his exaiiiinatioii it jppearril tliat iie had been lefs rcrupuUnis iu

I omplying with tlie demands of the people, in eonfequenee of arguments

that had been frequently urged and fupported by fome on board, who

feemed to be acquainted with the o])inions of the prefident of the Royal

Society, and who flated, that he conceived that pulfe with any kind of

greafe was not only a wholfome food, but alio very antifcorbutic.

When the great infipidity of peas or beans alone, without the aid of

butter, or other qualifying material, is taken into confideration, it is not

much to be wondered at that a deviation from rellritUve rules in thofe

refpefts Ihould have taken place, wiUi people fo totally indifferent and

carelefs of themfelves as are the generality of feamen. The very unre-

fervcd and feeling manner in which the cook ackno^\•ledged his tranlgref-

fion, and the contrition he fhewcd for having thus departed from his

duty, intitled him to my full forgivencfs ; on which he earnellly af'ured me,

that he would in future attend (IritUy to my direftions, and I had reafon

to believe that he performed his promife. The cook's name was John

Brown, which I feel a fatisfa6lion in recording, from his having been the

means of eftablifhing a fa6l of fo much importance to maritime perfons,

by the two experiments which his honcHy compelled him to make

known, at the rifle of a punifhment for difobedience of orders.

All our antifeptics were reforted to, but they did not feem to aft fo

well as on the former occafion; and fince the number of fcorbutic pa-

tients incrcafed daily, I had reafon to believe that the pernicious in-

dulgence which had produced the difeafe, had been a very general prac-

tice amongfl the crew.

With the wind blowing a fteady gale, chiefly between n. n, e. and n. \v.,

attended with fair and pleafant weather, we made as much progrefs as

could well be expefted in our crippled condition. In the courfe of the

preceding week we procured feveral very good lunar obfervations for the

longitude, which, when reduced by Arnold's No. 14 to the 18th at noon, Wednti. 18.

Ihewed their refults to be as follow

:
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The mean of 31 fets taken by Mr. Whidbey,

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

The mean of the

18

37

30

273° 25' 55"

273 36 48

273 32 30

273 18 37

273 17 44

273 25 30

273 5 3»

272 7

V3 7 45

ditto Mr. Baker,

ditto Mr. Swaine,

ditto Mr. Manby,

ditto Mr. Orchard,

whole 136 fets colIe6lively taken,

flievved wiiat I confidercd the true, or nearly the true lon-

gitude to be, - - > _ .

By Arnold's chronometer No. 14, the longitude was

176, ditto

Kendall's, ditto ditto

From thefe ftatements it fliould feem, that the chronometers were at

this time materially gaining on the rate now allowed. The dead reckon-

ing fliewed 280° 1'. The obferved latitude was 33" 50' fouth, and the

variation of the compafs 9° 15' eaftwardly.

At day- light in the morning a flrange fail had been difcovered at a

great diltance aflern, or rather upon our weather quarter; fhe was foon

found to be drawing up to us, although we had all the fail fet that we

were able to carry ; and as (lie appeared to be a brig, little doubt was en-

tertained of her being the Chatham ; the opinion of her being our confort

was confirmed about four in the afternoon by her anfwering the private

fignal, and as flte had now evidently the advantage of us in point of

failing, we did not (horten fail, but left her to overtake us ; which how-

ever was not effe6led until about nine o'clock on friday forenoon, when

Mr. Puget came on board, and I had the pleafure to underftand from him,

that, like ourfelves, they had had very fine weather ever fince our fepa-

ration; and that on the 2d of march he had met with a large Spanifh

merchant fliip named the Rofalie, Antonio Jofeph Valaro, mafter, laden

with cocoa and jefuit's bark from Guayaquil, and bound round cape

Horn to Rio de la Plata, and from thence to Cadiz ; having quitted the

former place on the 20th of the preceding January. The commander of

this vcflel mentioned the lofs of the (hip Edward of London, which had

been unfortunately cafl away at a place called Manqiiiva, and that feve-

ral other Britifh velfels, which had been very fuccefsfully employed in

the
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the fouthern whale fifhery, had vifitcd different ports on the coaR of

Peru and Chifi, where they had been well received; niul that the Englidi '

were in high eftimation in tliofe countries. From this geiitleiuan Mr.

Puget became informed, that the anchorage at Juan Fernandez was

conlidered as very bad and greatly expofed; that a Spanilh frigate had

lately been loll there ; and that the idand afforded but very few refiefh-

nients. On thefe accounts he ftrongly recommended, that in cafe the

Chatham flood in need of any articles of naval flores, that flie Oiould

repair to the port of Valparaifo, as being the molt likely place on die

coaft of Chili for procuring fuch fnpplies.

After Mr. Puget had obtained this information, and exchanged with

Sen' Valaro fome mutual, though trivial marks of civility, they parted,

and each veffel purfued her courfe with a pleafant gale at e. n. e., which

enabled the Chatham the next morning to crofs the fouthern tropic iu

the longitude of 1257° 40', about a degree and a half to the caOward of

our track acrofs that line, about forty hours before them. The winds had

permitted the Chatham to (leer a more cafferly courfe than we had been

enabled to do, which, with our reduced rate of failing, had contributed

to form this early junftion, and had obtained me a great degree of

fatisfaffion, as it had rendered our flopping at Jtaan Fernandez intirely

irnneceffary.

The very unferviceable and damaged flate of our main-mafl demanded,

that we fiiould without delay repair to fome port more eligible than this

ifland was likely to prove for adminiflering to our necefhties, efpecially

as the head of the mafl, in addition to the former accident, had upon a

more minute furvey been found to be very rotten. A deleft of fo feri-

ous a nature, admitting of no delay in the application of the mofl efle6lual

remetly, left no doubt in my mind refpefting the meafures that it would be

mofldefirable to purfue for the accomplifhment of that object.

In confequence of the flrong injuntlions contained in my inflru6lions,

not to vifit any of the Spanifli fettlements on this coafl, excepting in the

event of the mofl abfolute necellity, I deemed it expedient to fubmit to

Mr. Puget, and the principal officers of the Difcovery, the flate and con-

dition of the mafl from the carpenters written report, together with that

3 P'li't

397

M,iu-h.

'Mm

Jim

I
i' :,

h



m
m

HH^H^^f > '

^^BninmflfP^ F

H

Si

if;

K-..'-'i

•',

?f

ill,'

.'

ST'Hi

o9«

«79.5-

March.

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
part of my fccrct inRru6lions relative to tlic matter in qucRion. Thcfc

having been maturely taken into their eonfiJeration, they were unani-

moufly of opinion, that for the good of His Majcllys fervice intruded to

my care and exeeution, and for the prefervation of His Majefty's fliip, it

^\'as indifpcnfably necellary that the Difcovery (hould immediately repair

to the ncarelt port, for the purpofe of procuring a new main-mad; fmce

the difahled one, with every repair that it was pollible to give it, would

Hill be very inadequate to the fervice that might be demanded of it in thofe

boiRerous fcas, which at this feafon of the year we mud necedarily ex-

])c61 to encounter in paHlng round cape Horn.

The port of Valparaifo feeming to be the mod likely to fupply our

wants, and being the nearcd to us, our courfe was direfcled thither with

a fredi northerly breeze, and fair and pleafant weather. At noon the

obfervcd latitude was 33° 55' fouth, the longitude by

Arnold's chronometer, No. 14, - 277° 36'

176, - 276 31

Kendall's ditto - - 277 32
And by the dead reckoning, - 2H]. 19

And the variation of the compafs was 10 eafterly.

About four o'clock in the afternoon the ifland of Maffafuero was feen

bearing by compafs E. N. E., 11 or 12 leagues didant. The wind at this

time blowing a fredi breeze rather to eadward of north, our courfe was

direded to the fouthward of this ifland; but from its didance, and the

approach of night, we were unable to fee much of it. At midnight we
were pafTmg within about 4 leagues of its fouthern fide, its centre then

bearing by compafs n. 15 w. The latitude of the fliip by the log fince

noon was at this time 3
4° 3' fouth, the longitude by Arnold's No. 14,

according to the lad rate was 278° 56', and by the lunar obfervations

brought forward by No. 14, allowing the fanie rate, 279° 17'; but as

the chronometers were evidently gaining, and that very materially, the

true longitude of this ifland was deduced from fubfequent obfervations,

which fliewed its centre to be in 279° 26' ead. Its latitude from the

preceding and following days obfervations, which with the fliip's run

agreed exceedingly well together, was 33* 49' fouth. This ifland did not

aj)pcar
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appear to exceed 3 leagues in circuit: its furface is hilly, rugged, an'i

uneven, and it appeared to terminate abruptly in rocky clids at the

water's edge. During the niglu we had a fredi breeze with fomc fqualis,

which continued the next morning, when the jury mainlop-rail yard was Saturday 2n

carried away; not in confequence of a prefs of laii, but like many others

of our materials, from being quite worn out and rotten. This was im-

mediately replaced with another, of whofe flrength and qualities v\-e had

not a much better opinion. At about ten in the forenoon the ifland of

Juan Fernandez was feen bearing by compafs n. 60 £. The latitude was

{hewn by obfei vations at noon to be 33" 56' fouth, longitude by

Arnold's No. 14, - - 280** 16' 30"

176, - - 279 18

Kendall's, - - - 280 15

By the lall lunar obfervations brought forward

by No. 14, - - • - 280 36 30

And by the dead reckoning, - 1:86 51

The variation of the compafs at this time, 13 eaflwardly.

We had fenfibly fell the influence of a current during the two laft days,

fetting to the eallward at the rate often miles per day. In this (itnation

the fouth- weft point of Juan Fernandez, or rather what we fuppofed to

be Goat iOmd, bore by compafs n. 39 i:,, at the diftance of 18 miles.

In the afternoon we pafled the fouthern fide of Juan Fernandez, at the

diflanceof about 14 miles, which was too indiftinfliy feen to attempt any

delineation of its fhores. Its fouth-weft; point appeared by our calcu-

lations to be fituated in latitude 33" 45' fouth, and longitude correfted by

fubfequent obfervations, 281° 8' 47" eaft. Its afpefl: in this point of vievsr

was not very inv'ting; the point terminates in a high fteep blulf, its eall-

ern part feemed to be lefs elevated, and the whole compofed a group of

broken irregular hills, forming altogether as rude and grotefque a fcene

as the imagination can well fancy.

The wind feeming now to be fixed in the northern quarter, and being

to the fouthward of our port, our courfe was diref)(-d to regain the pa-

rallel of its latitude; this was accomplilhed by nioi'day noon, being then

by obfervation in latitude ^z" ^;j' fouth, true longitude 28'_,°3o'; tl'e

wind
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wind was ftill at x. N. \v., with fair and plcafant weather ; the thermome-

ter from 66 to 08, and the variation of the compafs 13° 42' eaflwardly.

Having now got to the northward of ^^dparaifo, our courfe was fo or-

dered as to preferve tliat fituation. This however proved to be a very

unneceffary precaution, as towanls midnight, in latitude 32° 51', the

wind, after becoming liglu and variable, was fucceeded by a frefli breeze

at fouth, that fcemcd to be equally fteady and fixed in its dire6lion as

the northerly wind had been before; fo that we had now again to haul

to the fouthward, in order that we miglit keep to windward of our port.

On tuefday forenoon we gained a diftant view of the lofty coafl of

Chili to the eaflward. The obferved latitude at noon was 32° 53' fouth.

The land at this time was too far off to diftinguidi any of its parti-

cular parts. The wind blew frefli from the fouth, with which we

made great progrefs towards the land, and by fun-fet the fhores were

diflinftly feen to extend by compafs from n. 50 e. to s. 68 e., about

10 leagues diftant. In this point of view, the fea coafl appeared to be

comoofed of hills of various fhapes and fizes confiderably elevated;

behind thefe the interior country rofe to a very lofty range of ftupen-

dous mountains wrapped in perpetual fnow. Thefe were the Andes,

and when firfl feen, which was fhortly after noon, were at the dif-

tance, I fhould imagine, of nearly 40 leagues; but we had not an op-

portunity of making the neceffary obfervations for afcertaining that faft.

We continued to ftand in fhore until ten at night, when, concluding we

were within 3 or 4 leagues of the land, we tacked and flood to the

w. s. V. under as much fail as we could venture to carry, for the purpofe

of fetching, if poffible, to windward of Valparaifo.

At two o'clock on wednefday morning we again flood in for the land,

Wedncf. 2-. which was very indillinftly feen, owing to a denfe haze in which it was

enveloped. The wind at s. s. e. was light, and it was not until about ten

in the forenoon that we were in with the fhores ; on which there was no

one circumflance that could indicate our being in the neighbourhood of

Valparaifo, nor point out whether we were to the north or fouth of that

port, excepting our own reckoning, which fhewed it to be in the former

direftion.
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diredion. I did not think it prudent in our crippled fituation to ride a

difappointment, and for that reafon we flood off fhore until an obferva-

tion for the latitude could be procured ; which by the help of a double

altitude, was accomplifhed about eleven o'clock, when we bore away in

latitude 33° 10' fouth, for a point not far dillant from the place where we
expelled to find the bay of Valparaifo. At noon the above point,

which was the mofl northern part of the coafl in fight, and appearing

like a fmall rocky ifland, lying clofc to a low or moderately elevated

proje6ling point of land, and terminating at the fea fide in a round

hummock like a bell, bore by compafs N.43E.; a rugged rocky iflet

lying clofe to the main land, near the foulh point of a fmall fandy bay,

being the nearefl fhore, N.6| e., two or three miles diflant ; and the

fouthernmofl part of the coafl in fight, s,e. by s.

The view we had thus gained of the coafls of the kingdom of Chili

prefentcd but little to attraft the attention, or excite the curiofity,

of flrangers. Thofe parts immediately on the fea fhore were com-

pofed of rude chffs and rocky precipices, againfl which the weflern

fwell broke with unremitting violence. Above thcfe cliffs the country

was varioufly broken by irregular eminences, fome formed of naked

barren rocks, and others confifling of a reddifh fubflance almofl equall}'

unproduftive, on which fome verdure appeared here and there, with a few

flunted fhrubs and bufhes, fome of which were at great diflances from

each other; but nothing like a tree was to be feen, and the landfcajiC.

bounded by the frozen fummits of the lofty Andes towering above the

lower barren mountains that dcfcend from them towards the fea coaft,

exhibited an extremely dreary, defolate, and inhofpitable picture.

As we proceeded, a low fleep bluff point of land, beyond that whic'*.

terminated our northern view of the coafl at noon, was now feen lyi'o

in a dire6lion from it, N. 51 e., about 3 leagues diflant, and which

proved to be the weflern point of entrance into Valparaifo bay.

Our attention was now directed in quefl of the " great rock or finall

" ifland" defcribed by Sir Richard Hawkins in 1593, as lying "' a league

** or better to the fouth of, and a good mark and fure fign of, the port."
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At firft I was at a lofs to difcover, which of the two noticed at noon was

Sir Richard's rock, as both are much further from the bay of Valparaifo

than he defcribes them to be; but as we advanced, I had no doubt of

the moft northern being the " great rock or fmall ifland." This lies up-

wards of 3 leagues, in a direftion s.51 w. from the point of Angels,

which is the weft point of Valparaifo bay, and is rendered ftill more con-

fpicuous for pointing out the port, by being fituated clofe to a very

projefting point called by the Spaniards P' Quraumilla, from whence

the fhores of the main land to the fouthward take a direction fome

degrees to the eaftward of Ibutli, and thofe to the northward, as before

ftated, towards Valparaifo. It is alfo the fouth-weftern point of a

fpacious open bay bounded by a fandy beach, where anchorage might

probably be found, but which muft be much expofed; and as feveral

rocks were obferved lying at a very little diftance from the fhore, the

chance is that the bottom may be compofed of t^c fame materials.

On the north-eaft fide of this bay a houfe and f^me fmaller habitations

were feen near it, and the country in its neighboi rhood ap^ ^ared to be

Jefs fteril and forbidding than thofe parts to which we were oppofite in

the morning. Its furface, though unequal, was lefs broken; and al-

though it could not boaft of a luxuriant vegetation, yet the naked, rug-

ged precipices, that formed a barrier againft the ocean on each fide of

the bay, were no longer the general charafteriftic of the interior coun-

try, which prefented a furface of fome (oil, on whofe withered herbage

both flocks of fheep and herds of cattle were feen grazing, on the fides

of the hills.

Along ihefe ftiores, which feemed to be bold, we pafTed at the diftance

of from half a mile to half a league, without difcovering any danger which

is not fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided; and, with the aftiftance of a

fine foutherly bree:?e, by two in the afternoon we were abreaft of the point

of Angels, off" which fome rocks extend to the diftance of about half a

cable's length. Thcfe we pafTed at about twice that diftance, without gain-

ing foundings. In failing round this point, the country fuddenly opened

upon us, and prefented a fcene to which we had long been intire ftrangers

;

the whole of the bay was now exhibited to our view terminated by a

fandy
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fandy beach ; near the upper margin of which, and on the fides of the

adjacent hills was feen the town of Valparaifo; and akhough from its

fituation it could not boaft of much pleafantnefs, yet in this point of

view it appeared to be neat, of confiderablc extent, and built with re-

gularity ; the churches rofe above the other buildings, and the whole

being defended by feveral forts, all confpiredat once to announce, that

we were again approaching towards the civilized world.

In the bay and near to the fliore rode feveral fail of merchant (hips,

engaged in their refpeftive occupations ; to and from which boats were

pafTing and re-paffing to the (bore, where a very lively fcene was exhibited

of men and cattle ; the whole exhibiting that fort of commercial inter-

courfe between diftant countries, that the arts and civilization can alone

carry into effeft. This pleafing profpecl of at length drawing towards

our native country, after fo long an abfence amongil the rude, yet hof-

pitable, nations of the earth, was however not unmixed with forebodings

of a painful nature, left the intelligence refpefting the diftrafted ftate

of Europe, which we had but too much reafon to apprehend would

meet us on vifiting thefe (hores, fhould be of a more melancholy com-

plexion than we had anticipated.

The wind from the fouthward blowing dire6lly oat of the bay, obliged

us to make fome trips for the purpofe of reaching a proper fituation for

anchoring, which was accompliftied about three o'clock in lo fathoms

water, muddy bottom.

An officer was immediately difpatched to inform the governor of our ar-

rival, of the occafion of our vifit, and of the affiflance we required. A fliip

that had been feen in the offing in the morning anchored foon after us, and,

together with the Difcovery and Chatham, made ten fail of veflTels riding

in the bay ; of thefe five fhips and two brigs were Spanilh merchantmen,

and the other the Lightning of Briftol, a South fea whaler, commanded

by a Mr. Cook ; from whom we received little encouragement to hope

for fuch a reception at Vaplaraifo, as we confidered we had a right to

expeft, or as our fituation demanded. Soon after we had anchored,

however, and during the abfence of Mr. Manby, who was the officer

fent to the governor, a Spanifti officer came on board with congratula-

3 F 2 tions
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tlons on our arrival from Sen""- Don Lewis Alava, a colonel in the army,

governor of this port, and brother to our friend of that name at Mon-

terrey.

This mcffage was accompanied by the ftrongefl afTurances on the part

of the governor of affording us every affiftance that we might require,

and which m'ght be in his power to beftow, and with hopes that he

fhould foon have the pleafure of feeing myfelf and officers on fhore, where

we might depend upon receiving every civility; adding, that the time we

might remain at Valparaifo fhould pafs as agreeably as it was in the power

of himfelfand the inhabitants of the town to render it.

It was not eafy to reconcile two reports fo very oppofite, though I

did not hefitate to give more credit to the latter than to the former, efpe-

cially as our firfl; impreffions were received from one not perfe6lly fober.

Had I entertained any doubts, my fufpenfe would not have been of long

duration, for on the return of Mr. Manby, every thing which the Spa-

nilh officer had ftated was confirmed ; and we now underftood, that if

thofe on board the Lightning laboured under any uncomfortable reftric-

tions impofed by the governor, it was to be attributed Iblely to their own

indifcretion and improper conduft, which had rendered fuch meafures on

the part of the commanding officer indifpenfably neceflary for theprefer-

vation of good order.

Mr Manby informed me that Sen""- Alava had ftated to him, that not-

withftanding he did not entertain the leaft doubt that Don Ambrofio

Higgins de Vallenar, the prefident and captain general of the kingdom

of Chili, would confirm all the promifes which he then made; yet

it was neceffary, before any material operations ffiould take place, to

obtain His Excellency's fanftion and approbation for their being car-

ried into effetl:. For this purpoie he fliould difpatch a courier that

evening to the capital, St. Jago de Chili, the refidence of the Prefident,

and where he now was, and he hoped it would be convenient to me
to make fomc communication to His Excellency by the fame ccmveyance,

on the fubjeft of our vifit, and the fuccours we required.

With this requeft of the governor's I inft'antly complied ; the meffenger

was thm difpatched, and wc were given to underftand that a reply might

be



J-

ROUND THE WORLD. 40.)

Maich.
be expe6lcd on the faturday or funday following; in the mean time ihcic

was no rcftraint on the officers vifuintr the town ; the markets were open

to us to obtain fuch immediate refrefliments as we might require; and

we were equally at liberty to recruit our flock of water and of fuel.

On thcfe agreeable communications being made, tlie garrifon was fa-

inted with thirteen guns, and on this compliment being equally returned,

I waited upon the governor, ^vll!h^ the veffels were mooring by tlie bower

anchors in a N. n. e. and s, s. w. dire(:lion, a cable each way ; the fouthcrn

anclior in 10 Huhoms, the northern in iGfuhoms water, on a bottom

of fliff muddy clay. The point of Angels bearing by compafs n. 35 w.,

diflant about a mile; the fainting fort on the weflern fide of the bay,

N.53 vv., about half that diftance; the governor's houfe in another fort,

s.86w., about three cables diftant; a rocky point running oft' from the

town, being the neareft fliore, s. 7 w., one cable and a half dillant; a re-

doubt on a hill, s. 5 e. ; a confpicuous white church in the village of AI-

mandrcl, s. 6^ e. ; the eafternmoft fort, k. 83 e. ; a remarkably lofty, rug-

ged, fnowy mountain, terminating partly in a flat and partly in a peaked

fummit, being a part of the Andes, n. 61 £.; tiieeafl point of the bay,

N. ^j E., about a league diflant; a more diflant point, n. 17 e., 3 leagues

off; and the northernmofl part of the coafl in fight, n. 6 w.

On thurfday morning, accompanied by Mr. Puget and feveral of the ThurfJayaS,

officers of both veffels, I paid my formal vifit to Governor Alava, and

had the pleafure of receiving every mark of polite and hofpitable atten-

tion from him, with repeated affurances that nothing fliould be wanting

on his part to relieve our wants, or to render Valparaifo as plcafant and

asireeable to us as its circum (lances would allow. Thefe ceremonies be-

ing concluded we returned to the velfels, where our vifit was fhortly

repaid by the governor, attended by mofl of the principal officers and

inhabitants of the town ; and on their coming on board they were falutcd

with thirteen guns. From all thefe gentlemen we received the mofl

preffing intrcaties to vifit their families; which civilities we did not fail

to accept, expreffingour thanks for the cordiality with which they had

been fo obligingly made.

The
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TIic (lay was pleafantly fpent amongd our new acquaintance, who readily

afnilcd me in making arrangements for procuring a I'upply of tlie abun-

dant refrcfhments which this luxuriant country afforded. In doing this,

my firft care and principal ohje6t was, immediately to adopt the mod
efficacious meafures that could be dcvifcd, for eradicating tlie inveterate

fcorbutic difordcr which now prevailed, and which had greatly increafed

amongfl; the crews of both veflels. The number of fcorbutic patients

rendered incapable of attending to their duty on board the Difcovery,

amounted to feventeen. On board the Chatham their number was not

fo great, though the difeafe was making a rapid progrefs; and I learn-

ed from Mr. Puget, that on his making inquiry into the caufe of it, he

had found that the fame pernicious praftice had been indulged in on

board the Chatham, which had taken place on board the Difcovery dur-

ing our late long and tedious paffage, that of permitting the fat flcim-

mings of the boiling falted meat to be eaten by the people with their

pulli?, and to be ufed for frying their fi(h ; but it did not appear that this

unwholefome indulgence had been carried to fuch an extent on board the

Chatham, as it had been on board the Difcovery. In confequence of

this information, I deemed it expedient that the whole crews of both vef-

fels (liould, in addition to the regular allowance of frefh beef and greens,

and new foft bread from the fhore, be daily ferved with a quantity of

grapes, apples, and onions; and I had foon the happinefs of finding,

that this falutary diet was attended with the defired effe6l of intirely

eradicating the difeafe.

Whilfl we were waiting for the return of the courier difpatched to His

Excellency the Prefident, my time was not unprofitably employed; for I

embraced that opportunity to vifit the feveral warehoufes, and by fo doing

obtained a complete knowledge of the quality of the {lores and provifions

they were capable of affording us. When this was done, I made the necef-

fary arrangements for receiving them on board the inftant we (hould be at

liberty to accept them. In the courfe of my inquiries I had the mortifi-

cation to learn, that there was not a fpar, either at Valparaifo, or in the

country within our reach, of a fize fufficient to be converted into a maft,

for the purpofe of replacing our difabled one on board the Difcovery.

I This
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This was a matter of very ferious concern; but as a new mafl could not

here be procured, the only expedient we had the power of rcforling to,

was toufe our bcfl endeavours to repair the old one. This I purpc^fed

to do by turning the maft end for end, by which means the nioft defec-

tive parts would fall below the deck; whore, by the addition of the

Jijhes we had on board by way of further fecurities, I was in hopes, that

with great care and attention to the performance of the work, we fhould

be able to render it fulBciently flrong to ani'wcr the purpofe of carrying

the velfel to England.

The town of Valparaifo not affording any taverns or places for the

reception and accommodation of Grangers, wc were obliged to intrude on

the hofpitality of its worthy inhabitants for fuch conveniencies when we

vifitcd the fhore. Thefe civilities were conferred in fo handfome a man-

ner as at once to relieve us from any idea of our being intruders ; the

pleafure that every one manifefted in entertaining us, completely re-

moved every fentiment excepting that of gratitude on our parts, for

the repeated a6ts of kindnefs they fo very obligingly bellowed. Amongfl

the firft to whom we were indebted in thefe refpc6ls was Don Juan Bar-

rara, the colledor of the king's duties, and Don Praeta, the captain of

the port. We firft became known to thefe gentlemen in their public

rapacity, and they had the goodnefs to introduce us to many others of

their friends, all ofwhom treated us with thegreateft politencfs, attention,

and hofpitality ; but as their houfes were not more than fufficiently large

for the accommodation of their own refpeftive families, a lodging on fhore

was not to be eafily procured. The very indifferent ftate of my health

at this time however, required that I fhould avail myfelf of this opportu-

nity of fleeping on fhore, and taking as much of the exercife of the

country as my ftrength would permit ; for this reafon I was induced to

apply to the governor, to allot apartments for myfelf and a few of the

officers in fome of the public buildings of the town, with which he very

obligingly com ])lied; and in the event of our equipment in this port

meeting with the approbation of Plis Excellency the Prefidcnt of Chili,,

of which there was little doubt, the Cafa de Exercicios was appointed

for our reception and refidence. This building had been erefled fome

vears.
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)'ears ago as a chapel of eafe, for the purpofe of accommodaiing the

country inhabitants who came into tlie town on fundays to attend divine

fervice, but who frequently could not find room in the churches ; and it

had likewife been appropriated for the penitential acknowledgments of

tlie women.

Our time on board was bufily employed in making every tiling ready

to proceed in the fervice we had to perform, the inftant we (hould re-

Srturday 28. ceive the fan6l;ion of tlie Prefident for fo doing. On faturday evening,

ajjreeabh' to our calculations, the courier returned, and I had the fatisfac-

tion to receive from His Excellency Sen'- Don Ambrofio Higgins de Val-

lenar, prefident and captain general of the kingdom of Chili, the mod
ample confirmation of all the liberal offers which had been made to us by

governor Ala\'a ; together with a letter containing the moft poHte congra-

tulations on our having thus far fafely accomplifhed the great obje61 of

our evoedition, and having at length arrived in a country where nothing

fJiouId be wanting within the reach of his power to fupply, that could in

any way contribute to the relloration of our health, adminiller to our

future comforts, or tend to re-equip the veflels, and repair the damages

which the}' had fuUained. Thefe obliging and friendly offers were fur-

ther nccompauicd by a communication to governor Alava, flating, that

if myfelf and fome of the principal officers fhould be inclined to vifit the

capital, we had His Excellency's permiffion to do fo ; and in the event of

our undertaking ajourney to St. Jago, the governor was requelled by the

Prefident to employ his good offices, in feeing that we were properly

provided for the excurfion.

I embraced the earlieft opportunity to return my moft grateful acknow-

ledgments to the Prefident, for his extreme politenefs and liberahty to-

wards us •, and I loll no time in fetting hard to work on the various fer-

vices which now demanded our attention. My firft and principal objeft

Monday 30. was to get out the main-mafi; for this purpofe, on moi day morning the

fiiip was moved nearer in fliorc, and moored in 4 fathoms, to infure

more eflc61ually fiuooth water for performing that operation. After

this was accomplinicd, on the following morning, the maft was hauled up

on to the beach between Valparaifo and the village of Almandrel, where

a tent
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a tent was erefted, and at the governor's ex profs defire a guard of ma-

rines from tlie Difcovery was ported there, to pre\'ent thefts, or other

improper coiidu61; on tlie part of the inhabitants, as fome of the pinnace's

covering had been ftolen the preceding night.

Whether this appHcation from the governor proceeded iiom a fcnti-

ment of dehcacy towards us, or whether he confuiered that our marines

would be more adequate to the proteftion of our property than the Spa-

nifh foldiers, is not eafy to decide ; but it appeared to be a very unpre-

cedented and extraordinary circumflance, that a guard Ihould here be

requefted by the governor from an Enghfli man of war, to do duty in

the dominions of his CathoUc majefty. The marines however were land-

ed with a ferjeant, and phuited as centinels, with pofitive orders from me,

on no account to hurt any of the inhabitants, even though they fhould

be detefted in the very aft of thieving ; but to fecure their perfons,

that they might be dealt with according to their own laws.

On the maft being examined we had the mortification to find, that the

damage it had fuftained was greater than we had fufpedled, as it was

fprung nearly two thirds through, a little below the hounds. Some

Spanilh carpenters, in addition to our own, were immediately let to work

upon it ; and as both the vcffels required much caulking, the artificers of the

country were alio hired for this fervice. Our fail-makers were eniplo)'ed

in repairing the old and making fome new fails; the coopers in fctting up

calks for the reception of flour, and repairing thofe made ufe of for water

;

and the armourer was making the neceffiuy iron work for the repair and

(ecurity of the main-maft. and other purpofes, whilft thofe remaining on

board were varioufly employed about the rigging, and in the hold for the

reception of a quantity of fhingle ballad. Not being yet pofitively de-

termined whether our route home fiiould be round cape Horn, or through

the flraits of Magellan, and our cables and hawfers being worn to the

lall extremity, a fupply of each fort was ordered to be made for both

vclfels, according to the dimenfions we required ; for although we had

found an abundance of fmall white cordage in the warehoufes, there

were no cables ; there being little demand at Valparaifo for fuch llores

;

nor was there any tarred rope of any dcfcription, the cordage i'roi.i
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four inches in circumference downwards, being all white rope, fuch as

the Spanifh trading vefTels in thefe fcas ufe for running rigging. Thefe

feveral fervices were all put into a regular train of execution; but as the

following day was the anniverfary of our departure from Falmouth, and

the commencement of \k\.^fifth year of our labours, all work was fuf-

pended, and the people as ufual had the day to themfelves. They were

all ferved with a double allowance of grog, and an excellent dinner, com-

pofed of the various good things that this country fo abundantly afforded.

All our operations were cheerfully refumed the next morning; and on

my vifiting the artificers employed on the maft, I had the mortification to

underftand, that on framing the heel of the maft for the purpofe of its

becoming the head, that end, near to the place where the cheeks were to

be fixed on to it, was found to be extremely decayed, and fcarcely in a

better ftate than the other extremity. It was however, though rotten,

not fprung, and having no refource but that of applying the beft remedy

in our poflelfion, two ftout checks made of our fpare anchor ftocks, to-

gether with two ftrong fifhes, were fixed to the maft below the partners

of the main deck, and continued up to its head; and even with thefe ad-

ditional fccurities, it would be but a crippled ftick to depend upon : yet

as we had no alternative, we were compelled to make the beft ftiift we

could, which would neceflarily oblige us to be particularly cautious,

and to prefs it as little as poflible in our pafTage homewards.

The obfervatory, with the requifite inftruments, was fent on fliore,

and, as ufual, committed to the charge of Mr. Whidbey, for the purpofe^

of making fuch obfervations as were now become necefiary for afcertaining

the rates and errors of the chronometers, and for finding the latitude and

longitude of Valparaifo. Having made this and fome other arrange-

ments for carrying into effeft the re-equipment of the vefTels, I deter-

mined to avail myfelf of the obliging pcrmiffion of the prefident to vifit

the capital of Chili, and ordered preparations to be made for an excur-

fion to St. Jago.

Our party was to confift of Mr. Puget and Lieutenant Johnftone of

the Chatham, and Lieutenants Baker and Swaine, and Mr. Menzies of

the Difcovcry. I had already made known to governor Alava my in-

tention
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tentlon of vifiting St. Jago, who very obligingly gave direftions, as Val-

paraifo did not afford any travelling carriages, th it we fliould be pro-

vided M'ith a proper number of horfes and mules for the expedition ; the

former for our riding, and the latter for carrying our luggage.

I now had the pleafure of finding that His Excellency the Prefident,

together with his polite invitation to the capital, had alfo fent two dragoons

from St.Jago, who were natives of Ireland, in his Catholic Majefty's fervice,

for the purpofe of being our guides and interpreters, and for rendering

us every other fervice that we might require on the journey. Thefe

people had been long in New Spain ; they feemed to be highly delighted

with the charge now intrufted to their care, and not a little proud of the

power and confequence that was attached to it ; for, as on this occafion

they bore the immediate order of the Captain-general, they had authority

to do many a6ls from which, in the capacity of dragoons only, they

were prohibited. This power, amongft other things, permitted them to

take any horfe or horfes whatfoever, whether in the ftables or at pafture,

for the purpofe of facilitating the fervice on which they were employed

;

but as our vifit to St. Jago was purely for recreation, I would not per-

mit any compulfory meafures to be reforted to for our accommodation

;

and a fufficient number of horfes was foon procured, at twelve dollars

each, for the journey thither, and back again to Valparaifo.

Every thing being prepared, we fet out early on friday morning, with

a numerous cavalcade ; for, notwithftanding this country had been fet-

tled a great length of time, we were given to underftand that we fliould

find no accommodation on the road between thefe two principal towns of

the kingdom of Chili, excepting fuch as might be met with in the vil-

lages through which we might pafs or occafionally flop at, and thefe

would confift only of a fhed or uninhabited empty houfe. A fupply of

provifions might be depended upon, but there were neither beds, feats,

tables, nor any fort of convenient or neceffary articles or utenfils to pre-

pare them for our table ; all thefe, with our cook, we were obliged to

take with us ; and, left we (hould be difappointed of the promifed flielter,

we were provided with a tent, which was packed in convenient travel-

ling trunks, and carried on the backs of the mules, according to the
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ufual metliod of travelling in this country. I could not, however, help

exprefTing my concern that the poor beads fliould be fo much loaded,

and I objefted to the weight propofed to be carried, efpecially the poles

of the tent, which 1 fufpefted would prove too inconvenient a burthen

for them to move under ; indeed this circumftance produced fome alter-

cation between the muleteers and the dragoons ; but as there was no ap-

peal againft the injunftions of the latter, the multeeers and myfelf were

obliged to acquiefce, and twelve mules were completely loaded with our

tent and baggage. The horfes that had been hired we thought rather

too fmall, and not of fufficient ftrength ; for, befides the weight of their

rider, they had each a mod enormous heavy faddle to carry ; but our

Irifh guides undertook to anfwer for their abilities, and the event proved

that their judgment was to be depended upon.

From the town of Valparaifo, which is fituated on a narrow trafl of

very uneven ground at the foot of the fteep rocky precipices, which, at

no great diftance from the water-fide, compofe the fhores, there is no

pafs immediately into the country but for foot paflengers; for the main

road, which leads into the interior parts of the country, approaches the

fea-fhore through the village of Almandrel, whither our route was ne-

ceffarily dire£led. This village is pleafantly fituated, and is on a more

extenfive border of low land than the town of Valparaifo ; but it is

bounded in a fimilar way behind, by fl:eep and nearly barren hills. The

valleys and plains, however, in its immediate neighbourhood, are fertile,

and large gardens were both cultivated for profit, and decorated

for amufement. From Almandrel a tolerably good, though rather

fleep, road had been made, in a zigzag way, over a ridge of hills, of

confiderable extent and elevation, the fummit of which occupied us

full two hours in reaching. The old road between thefe two towns

being a very bad one, and dangerous to pafs, His Excellency had de-

termined that a new and more eligible line of road fhould be made; and

for the more immediate convenience of the inhabitants of St. Jago and

Valparaifo, this new road, which is about fixteen yardcj wide, had been

begun from each place, and by that means an eafier and more plealant

communication with the adjacent country had already been afforded to

the
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the inhabitants of each of thefe towns than they had hitherto enjoyed.

We were informed by our guides, that the whole of the new road was

not yet finiflied, but was at that time in a progreflive Hate towards com-

pletion, and that we (hould meet the people employed upon it as we

proceeded.

Under the prefent circumftances of this road, and whilft the dry fea-

fon ma)' conri "e, it is doubtlefs as commodious a pafs as could have

been .. dt. , °d ; but, from the '
—

'"-nv.fs of the foil, and the acclivity

of the hills along the fides of which it is carried, it appeared to us that

it would be liable to great injury in the winter feafon ; which, we were

told, is frequently fubjeft to extremely heavy rains, that muft neceffarily

rufh with great impetuofity down the fides of this fteep mountainous

country.

Having gained the top of the road, which paffes over a deprefTed part

of that ridge of lofty hills which bind the fea coaft, we arrived in a fpa-

cious plain, nearly on a level with the fummit of the hills we had now left

behind us. This plain extended to a confiderable diftance, in a north-

eafterly, eaftcrly, and fouth-eaft direftion, where it finifhed at the bafe

of another ridge of hills, beyond which were feen other ranges varioufly

diverfified, and rifing in fucceflion one after another ; until our view

was terminated by the hoary head of the lofty Andes, wrapped in

undiflblving fnow. Had the intervening plain, and the furrounding

rifing hills, exhibited the verdant produ6lions of nature, afliltcd by the

hand of man, the landfcape would have been beautiful in the ex-

treme, but this was not the cafe ; and the apparent fterility of the wide

wafte, that now encompafled us on every fide, rendered that abundant

fupply of good things which we had been daily accuftomed to fee in

the market of Valparaifo, a circumftance not ealily to be accounted

for.

Inftead of numerous villages, fertile paftures, and fields in high cul-

tivation, which I had expefted to find, after paflTing over the hills

near the fea fhore, an extenfive open defert now appeared before us,

deftitute of wood, and nearly fo of verdure ; as a few ftunted trees

only,
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only, and fome grovelling fiirubs, ere fcattered at a great diftance from

each other ; and, excepting near the banks of the fluggifti rills of water

that crept through the plain, vegetation was fcarcely perceptible ; whilll

the few miferable inhabitants that exifled on its furface, lived in wretch-

ed little hovels, or huts, made principally of mua. The frames of thefe

dwellings, of which we had feen about a dozen, were rudely conftrufted

of wood, and plaflered over with a thick coating of mud : this ferved

as a wall, whilll the unfmoothed furface of the ground formed the floor,

and little or no covering appeared on the roof; the whole feeming fcarce-

ly to afford a fhade againft the fcorching rays of the fun ; for againft

wind and rain thefe humble manfions could afford no ftielter.

At one of thefe mean abodes, about fifteen miles from Valparaifo, we

flopped to dine. The infide of the dwelling more forcibly difplayed the

poverty of its inhabitants than had been exhibited by its external ap-

pearance ; for it hardly contained the moft common neceffaries to the

exiftence of human hfe ; a dirty table, a ftool, a wretched bed in one

corner, and five or fix croffes, comprehended all its furniture ; yet it

was not without fome decorations of a religious nature ; and what ftill

more attrafted our notice, thof<" ho refided in it not only indulged

in the luxury of taking the mattee, vvhich is an infufion of an herb im-

ported from Paraguay, but, to our furprize, the very few utenfils they

poffeffed for their moft common domeftic purpofes were chiefly made

of filver. The land about thefe miferable hovels was, like the wide fur-

rounding wafte, in a perfeft ftate of nature, without the veftige of any

labour having been ever beftowed upon it, not even in the cultivation

of a garden. The few wretched people who inhabit this dreary wild,

feemed to rely intirely on the bountiful hand of Providence for their daily

fubfiitence ; and to pafs away their lives, without entertaining a wifh to

procure the leaft addition to their happinefs or comfort, at the expence

of any exertion. Indolence and fuperftition appeared to influence the

whole of their conduft, which was marked with a greater degree of un-

cleanlinefs and thofe charafteriftics that diftinguifli the very loweft order

of fociety, than I had before witneffed amongft any people who had ever

had the advantage of living amongft thofe connefted with the civilized

world.
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The mules which carried our luggage were on the road before us,

making the beft of their way to the place where wc purpofed to reft for u

the night, excepting one fumpter mule, which had accompanied us with

fome articles of provifions and provender for the day ; and by adding to

our own ftores the fupplies which thefe hovels were able to furnifh, con-

fifting of poultry, eggs, potatoes, onions, and fruit, we made an excel-

lent repaft, whilft our horfes were alfo refrefhed, and prepared to proceed

with us over this cxtenfive defert. Having now travelled fome miles

beyond the extent to which the new road from Valparaifo had been car-

ried, we found the old one infinitely lefs commodious, and the difference

between the two was very great indeed. Inftead of the fmooth regular

furface over which we had paffed from Valparaifo along the new road,

this could only be confidered as a beaten track, fometimes leading along,

or through, deep and irregular ravines and gullies, deftitute of the ap-

pearance of any labour having ever been applied to reduce the inequa-

lities of its furface, or to remove any of thofe impediments which conti-

nually interrupted our travelling.

The making of the new road had doubtlefs been a work of great la-

bour; and to a people who are not very induftrioufly inclined, and who

are all bigotted to former pra6lices and original habits, it is no wonder

that the manifeft advantages that muft refult to the inhabitants of the

country from His Excellency's wife undertaking, fliould be overlooked, or

rather not feen by them ; and that the execution of his judicious plan Ihould

have deprived him, amongft the lower orders of the people, of much of his

popularity. For as the thought had firft originated with the Prcfident,

rather than not indulge a contradiftory fpirit, which our guides informed

us had (hewn itfelf amongft the bulk of the people, the inhabitants

feemed to be more willing to facrifice their own future intereft and com-

fort by oppofing this beneficial defign, than to do any thing which might

promote its fuccefs.

Little variation occurred, in the fcenery already defcribed, in our

journey in the afternoon, as we faw few objefts to attraft our attention

until towards the evening, when we arrived at the village of Cafa Blanco,

or, the white houfe. Here our guides propofed we ftiould reft for the

night.
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night, and after travelling twenty-eight miles in a way to which wc

were little accultomed, we all gladly agreed to the mcafure.

Cafa Blanco is a hamlet, confilUng of a neat church and about forty

houles in its neighbourhood ; which, with fome inclofurcs of land under

cultivation, formed a pleafing contrail to the barren naked country

through which our days journey had be^jii direftcd. The principal per-

fon of the village appeared to be the curate, who having been made ac-

quainted with our approach, was prepared to meet us, and gave us a like

hofpiiable reception with that which had been fo generally Ihewn by all

the good people of this country with whom we had hitherto met. In

the exercife of his humanity and good wifhes, our Reverend Friend

Teemed to be much hurt that he had fo little to bellow; but as we fortu-

nately did not Hand much in need of his aflillancc, e.xcej)ting in one rc-

fpett, that of providing us with a lodging, we foon relieved him from his

embarralFment. This gentleman immediately furniflied us with a houfe,

over which he held fome authority ; a manfion precifely of the defcrip-

tion which, we had been given to underftand, we fhould find on the

road for our accommodation.

This houfe, if the (Irutlure could be intitled to fuch a name, was fitu-

ated nearly in the centre of the village, and was fo rudely formed, that it

could hardly be confidered as the work of a civilized people. Its walls

were made ofdriedpieces of earth cut fquare into the fhape of bricks, which

had been laid on each other when in a wet ilate, and plaflered over with

the dime fubllance ; but by drying unequally the plafter had fallen off in

many places. Its infide was open like a barn, and confillcd of but one

apartment, which contained nothing but our baggage, that had arrived

fome hours before us ; and had the weather been rainy, it would have

afforded us but \'cry im perfect Ihelter, The floor was no other than die

ground in its natural, unlcvelled (late; but though it wa^; not remarkable

for its cleanlinefs, it was fpacious, and in that rcfpcft more fuital)le to the

purpofes of our party, than the tent we had brought with us. As it,

however, was totally dellituie of all kinds of furniture, we were obliged

to refort to our neighbours for fuch temporary conveniences as we fhould

want, which they very readily fupplied : and whilll our fupper was pre-

3 pa nut?;



13

ROUND THE WORLD.
paring we vifited the iiiliabitatits in the village, by whom we were re-

ceived with the moft cheerful affability ; particularly by the younger parts

of the fe\, amongll whom we noticed fcveral faces which, even by the

fide of our fair countrywomen, might have been confidv.»red as pretty, had

not the intolerably nafly cuflom of painting both red and white, deltroy-

ed the natural delicacy of their complexion, and imp;iired the effedl of

the agreeable aflemblage of their features. Their afllduity to pleafc was

however very engaging, and the evening pafTcd fo pleafantly, that the

fatigue of the day's journey was, I believe, intirely forgotten by moft of

us. The houfes of this village being all white wafhed, gave it a tidy ap-

pearance, which, as we approached, imprefTcd us with a belief that we

fliould find thefe dwellings infinitely fuperior to the wretched hovels we
had pafTed in the courfe of theday; but we had the mortification to dif-

cover, on accepting the invitations of the principal people, that the fame

want of cleanlinefs prevailed, and that wretchednefs, indolence, and

fuperftition was exhibited here in as great a degree, as amongft the cot-

tagers on the fun-parci\ed defert. The only difference that we could

difcern, between thofe people and the inhabitants of Cafa Blanco, con-

fided in the fuperiority of the external habiliments of the latter, who
had evidently dreffed themfelves in their beft attire for the occafion.

Our time was agreeably engaged until fupper was ferved, when we
were favored with the company of every inhabitant, I believe, belonging

to the village; the principal perfons partook of our repaft, whilfl: the

others fcemed to be equally gratified in the opportunity that was afforded

them, of fatisfying their curiofity with afcene fo novel and unexpe6led in

their country. The glafs went cheerfully round, and our new friends

did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets were then fpread, but the

night did not pafs fo pleafantly as the evening had promifed ; for our reft

was moft tormentingly difturbed by the vermin, which had been gene-

rated by the former filth of our habitation, and which now took revenge

upon us ftrangers, for having endeavoured to difpoffefs them of their

ftrongholds by fweeping out the place. When we arofe in the morning

we found ourfelves but little refreftied, owing to the great annoyance we

had fuffcrcd from myriads of bugs and fleas. Early the next morning
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we again fet out, and foon arrived at the foot of that range of hills that

gives bounds to the plain on which Cafa Blanco is lituatetl. Thele liills

appeared to rife with a quicker alcent, and to a greater heig' t above the

plain \vc were then quitting, than the fird ridge had fcemingly done from

the fea fide at Alinandrel. The new road here led acrofs the lels elevated

part of the ridge, notwithflanding which, it was fo flcep that it was ne-

ceffary to cut the road in the fame zigzag diagonal way as before, and

in its courfe from the bafe to the fummit of the iiills, it made twenty-five

returns or angles.

On this intermediate part of the new road the labourers were at work ;

and we underllood from our guides, that as a fuflicient number of people

could not be procured to carry the whole of the defign into execution at

once, his Excellency the Prefident (having the comfort, convenience,

and interefl of the inhabitants much at heart) had, in order to facilitate the

intercourfc between thcfe two great towns, ordered the mofl: difficult and

dangerous parts of the new line of road to be firft made paffable and

commodious. The road here was of the fame width, and equally well

made, with the part before defcribed; but as the foil confifled of the fame

loofe fandy materials, it mufl neceffarily be liable in the winter feafon to

the fame difadvantage I have before flated, from the defcending torrents

of .rain.

We had here for the firft time an opportunity of feeing the peafantry

of the country in a labouring capacity, and we could not help remark-

ing, that their inafiivity in the performance of their work could only be

equalled by the humble means they poffefied for carrying it into execu-

tion. There were about fifty men at work with common pick axes and

fhovels; and to fupply the place of wheel-barrows for the removal of the

earth from the higher to the lower fide of the road, the hide of an ox

v/as fpread on the ground, and when as much earth was thrown upon it

as would require the flrength of two men to remove, the corners of the

hide were drawn together by each of them, and in that flate dragged to

the depreffed fide of the road, and emptied where requifite, to preferve a

gentle flope in the breadth ; or elfe difcharged over the brink, and fent

down tlie fide of the hill. The rocky parts, which were frequently met

with,
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with, were blown up with gunpowder; and the fragments, which fome-

times were very large, inftead of" being beaten into I'mall pieces for the

purpofe of making a more folid foundation for the palling of carriages,

were all moved to the lower fide of the road, and, like the earth, thrown

from thence down the hill. By this injudicious pratUce the earth from

the higher fide, which in moR places might have been contrived to have

made a parapet along the brink, was not only carried down bv thefe

niafTy fabrics of rock, but in many places the ground was toin up by

them in their palfage down; and as it appeared lo us that the brink was

to be left in this open ragged ftate, thf dcfcending raii.i mufl footi caule

gullies that will injure the road, and do it confid^rable damage. The
fuperintendents, however, fcemed to have b',\ n aw ^.ic that the torrents of

water, defcending from the upper fide of the 'ill abov. vheic the line

of road palfes, might have the effeft in rainy weather : wafhing away

the loofe materials of which the road iscompofed; for a channe' was cut

alomjthe fide of the road nearefl: the mountain .:> - oceive fuch v» 'c-r. and

to carry it down its inclined plane ; but it appf "irca to us to be too fmal!*

and too much like a gutter to anfwer the purpofe for which it was in-

tended. The lower fide, or brink, had neither bank of earth, nor rail of

wood, as a fence ; nor did we underftand that any fort of protection was

defigncd to be made, the want of which gave :r a very unfinifhed naked

appearance, and in fome places, where the lower fide paffed over a fl;eep

part of the hill, or over perpendicular precipices formed by the rock, it

appeared to be dangerous in a high degree; for in the night, or in the

event of a horfe taking fright, or falling near this outer unprotected fide,

there can be little chance of the ar'^ial or its rider efcaping unhurt. In-

deed it did not appear to us to be yradent to venture too near to this

fide in the day time, as the road had already crumbled down the hill,

and had fallen into deep holes 'v. many places.

The labourers, I was in%: med, received their provifions, and a rial

and an half per day, which according to the rate at which we receiv-

ed the dollar, (viz.) at three (hillings and nine-pence each, makes the

amount of their daily wages about feven-pence fterling, and the value of

their food cannot exceed a groat. Thefe circumftanccs made it appear to
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us very extraordinary, that in a country where the expence of labour

did not exceed eleven pence per day, more perfons were not employed

in agriculture, and other rural improvements ; efpecially as the foil and

climate feemed to be well adapted for cultivation, and the fituation of

the country infurcd a ready market for every kind of produce ; of which,

there could be no doubt, an abundance would eafily be procured, to re-

ward the labours of induftry. B) the introdu6lion of a greater propor-

tion of the common necedaries of life, and by the obtaining a few of its

comforts, it is "reaforiable to fuppofe that a general fpirit for exertion

would be diffufed amongft the lower orders of the people, who might

be taught, by encouragement, to prefer a life of diligence and aftivity

to that fupinenefs which at prefent difgraces the larger part of the com-

munity. The fubmilTive obedience that is here paid to every regulation

or reflraint impofed by the priefts, gave us reafon to believe that it might

be within their power to infill that each individual (hould employ him-

felf, or be employed by others, a certain number of hours eacn day,

cither in his own garden, or in the general hufbandry of the country

;

for which certain rewards, proportionate to the exertion, (hould be

alligned as an incentive to a life of induftry. This would foon produce

an inclination for employment, which would not only promote the ge-

neral happinefs of the people, but would be the means of fecuring to

every one, in proportion to his diligence, the comforts that would cer-

tainly arife from this change in the prefent occonomy of their lives. In-

flead of the univerfal apathy to work that feemed to pervade the whole

of the labouring clafs, who were dragged to their employment, without

any fclf-impulfe, like an ox to the yoke, their daily labour would be un-

dertaken with alacrity ; and, in looking lorward to the advantages that

would rcfult from their exertion, they might foon be flimulated to pre-

fer die habits of indullry to thofe of fupinenefs and indolence.

On reacliing the top of this range of hills, we could plainly difcern the

neat-looking village of Cafa Blanco, wliich added greatly to the appear-

ance of the country we had left behind. The road forward to St. Jago

dclcends on the north-call fide of thefe hills, but it had not fo many an-

gles
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gles or returns in it as that by which we had arcenclcd on the other fulo,

becaufe tlie intermediate valley, between this range of hills and the moun-

tains before us which we had yet to pafs, was confiderably more eleva-

ted from the level of the fea, than the plain on which Cufa Blanco is

Ctuated.

After breakfaft, we proceeded on our journey along a very narrov,'

path, which, without a guide, might have been eafdy miflaken, as there

were many fnnilar to it, in various diretlions, through a forcll of fmall

trees, that continued for about four miles. About four in the afternoon

we flopped at a mud hovel, at the diflance of nearly five miles from

the mountain of Praow. The country we had pa Red through poircfiod

httle to entertain, and lefs to intereft, the traveller : its general charac-

ter was fimilar to that over which we had pafTed before, excepting that

it wns more wooded, without any objects to vary the fcene ; and being

much fatigued with our new mode of con\cvance, and the heat of the

weather, die advice of the dragoons to make this fpot our refting place

for the night, was wilhngly acceded to by all parties. Some lamb and

poultry were foon procured for dinner, which was drefied by our cook,

and both proved to be very good. Our table was Ipread under the

fhade of fome vines clofe to the hovel, where wo were attended by a lew

peafants brought thither by curiofity, who conduced themfelves very

refpeftfully. We retired very early to our blankets, whi as before,

were i'pread in the hovel on the bare ground.

By the recommendation of our guides, we were on horfebaek at three

the next morning, that we might avoid the intenfe heat to which, they

{lated, we fliould be expofed in afcending tlie lofty fummits of Praow;

we accompliflied this before fun-rife by the new road, which made thirty-

two palfes or returns on its fide, cut out in a manner fimilar to the other

parts of it over which we had ahead)' traNoilod. In afcending at this

early hour, we found the air fo very cool, that great coats or warmer

clothing would have been very acceptable : and we all were of opini-

on, that the confideration which had temiited our guides to reconi-

roead our travelling thus early, was more to inl'urc a relling place the

next
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next evening amongn: fomc of tlicir particular friends, than to avoid

the heat ; a mcafure on which, however, much of our comfort might

very poflibly depmd.

From tlie top of Praow t^^e landfcape was very intcrefling. To the

eaftward flrctched the extenfive valley in which St. Jago is fituated, and

which was terminated by the lofty ftupendous Andes, whofe fummits ex-

hibit perpetual winter. In the oppofite dircftion the view of the coun-

try was not lefs worthy of our attention; a great number of mud hovels

were now difcerned, that had before efcaped our notice as we had tra-

velled along, and we now underRood that the valley through which we
'

had jufl pafled was confiderably more inhabited, fcfpecially near Praow,

than thcfe parts of die country nearer to Valparaifo. The people are

chiefly peafantry, M'hofe principal employment is to take care of fome

oxen and flieep that feed in the vicinity of their feveral huts.

We defccnded Praow to the north-eaft, by fewer pafTes than we had

afcended on its oppofite fide, as the valley in v/hich St. Jago is built is

much higher than the other two acrofs which we had travelled ; the ge-

neral chara6ler of the country being that of an inclined plane rifing

towards St. Jago, although its furface is broken by the ridges of

mountains before defcribed. The road flill continued in an eaftern di-

re6lion, and was here as well made and as broad as the turnpike roads in

England. On either fide were feveral fmall orchards, and a few planta-

tions with fome indifferent pafl;ure land, on which cattle were feen graz-

ing under the fliade of a few fcattered trees; but the general want of

cultivation gave the face of the country a barren and wild appearance,

defl:itute of any feature that could indicate our approaching fo large

and populous a city as that of St. Jago ; the only people we faw were two

or three travellers, and a few muleteers.

We flopped to breakfafl: about fifteen miles from the capital, whofe

lofty fpires were now plainly difcerned, towering above the numerous

houfes which the city appeared to contain. Notwithflanding our pre-

fent vicinity to fo large a town, we found no other place for the accom-

modation of travellers than the mud hovel, where we were entertained in

the fame way as we had been before ; and where, like the others at which

1 we
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we had flopped, there was no fign of any improvement wliatever, cither

in the building, or in any other refpc6l tliat might add to the comfort

of hfe; the fame want of cleanhnefs, and wretched conthtion which I

have before had occafion to remark, continued here to debafe the clia-

ra6ler of the inhabitants, wlio, notwithftanchng their external apj^earance

of wretchednefs and mifery, wore neverthcicfs a contented look, and, to-

gether with a cheerful countenance pofTeffed a difpofition to oblige that

was extremely gratcf-al to our feelings, though their excclhve indolence

and inaftivity created in us a mixed fentimcnt of pity and rcproacii. In

addition to the ufual fupplies we had found on our journey, we here pro-

cured fome excellent water melons of luxuriant growth and in high per-

fe6lion, which were very refrelliing and acceptable.

Having finifhed our breakfall we again relumed our journey ; the road

was level, broad, and firm, and we had not travelled far, before on each

fide of it were feen plantations and vineyards, in each of which a neat

white houfe was generally fituated at a little diflance from the road. The

appearance of cultivation and fertility in thefe low lands, when contraftcd

with the ftupendous fummits of the Andes, produced a inofl agreeable

efFeft, and rendered this part of our journey very pleaflmt and enter-

taining. After a fmart ride of nearly two hours, we arrived at a houfe

about a mile from the capital, where fatigue, and a journey of ninety

miles, made it neceflary that we fliould halt ; not only for the purpofc of

taking fome reft and refrefhment, but alfo that we might equip ourfelves

for the vifit of ceremony we were about to make to the Captain General.

From hence I difpatched one of the dragoons who had attended us with

a letter to His Excellency, announcing our arrival in the vicinity of the

capital, and ftating, diat with his permiftion we would do ourfelves the

honor of paying our refpefts to him at the palace in the evening; and I

gave further dire6lions to the dragoon, to procure and fend from St. Jago,

carriages fufficient to convey thither the whole party. In the mean time

our dinner was provided and ferved, and it was our intention as foon as

that fhould be over to drcfs ourfelves in all our befl: apparel, that we

might make as uniform an appearance on this occafion as our feveral

ftocks of clothing would enable us to do; for the extreme length of the

vovasreo
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voj'age had deprived mofl; of the party of the principal parts of their

wardrobe, and we had fcarcely a coat or hat that was fit for common
ufe, much lefs for an occafion hke this. In the midft of our endeavours

to make as fmart an appearance as we could contrive, the dragoon re-

turned, accompanied by an officer from the Captain General, whom he

fent for the purpofe of complimenting us and congratulating us on our

arrival, and of dcfiring that we would immediately repair to the palace,

on horfes which he had fent for the purpofe of conveying us in a fuitable

manner to the capital.

Although it was by no means my intention to have made fo public

an entry as this arrangement of the Prefident's would neceflarily expofe

us to, yet it appeared to me that we could not decline it without giving

umbrage, or perhaps offence; we therefore endeavoured to equip our-

fclves in the befl manner we were able, and in doing fo we referved our

uniforms, which were extremely rotten and unfit for any fervice on horle-

back, for the purpofe of appearing in on our vifit of ceremony to His

Excellency. The frefh horfes which had been fent from St. Jago, we

had im-'^jined to be like thofe which had brought us from Valparaifo,

but, to our great aftonifhment, thofe which had now arrived from the

Prefident under the care and direftions of another officer, feemed to be

\ery high-bred animals ; and were all richly caparifoncd with fine faddles

and bridles, and faddle cloths richly decorated, and fringed with gold and

filvcr lace, according very ill with the drefs in which we were under the

necelfity of appearing. Ail my former objeftions to a public entry were

now greatly incrcafed, and I became very defirous that we might be per-

mitted to vifit St. Jago in a more private manner; but on reprefenting

this to the officers, infiead of acceding to the wifhes of myfelf and party,

whips and fpurs were inftantly produced, that nothing might be wanting

to complete our appearance on horfcback in every particular. The ufe

of the fpurs however was generally declined by us all, left fome embar-

uiflinent or mifchance ftiould take place from their being unintentionally

applied, whilft our thoughts were engaged by the new obje6ls that were

likely to attraft our attention as we palled through the ftreets of the city.

7Vivial as this circumflancc may appear, yet to the officer who had charge
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of this cfcort it was a matter of the firfi; importance. He not only ufcd

all his eloquence to peiTuade us to wear the fpurs, but even cxpoftula- ^

ted with us on the impropriety of appearing without them, and the un-

reafonablenels of our declining fo effential a part of drefs ; all his in-

treaties were not, h; ever, fufficient to overcome our objeflions, and

to his great mortification we mounted without them, and proceeded to-

wards the capital, with a true military ftep, attended by the two officers,

and our former guides the dragoons.

The inconvenience we experienced on firrt fetting out, from, being

equipped in this very extraordinary manner, was greatly increafed by the

crowds of people who had affembled to fee our cavalcade pafs along,

in which they were fully gratified by the flownefs of our pace, until we

arrived at the palace ; where, on our alighting, we were received by a

guard which was turned out on the occafion, and were conduced in

form to the audience chamber. Here we were received by His Excel-

lency Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, with that fort of unaffected

welcome in which neither ceremony nor flattery appeared, and which

amply repaid us for all the little fufferings we had endured in the cour(c of

our journey. This polite and cordial reception we had indeed anticipa-

ted from the reports we had received, before our departure from Valpa-

raifo, and afterwards on the road to St. Jago. His Excellency s charac-

ter, not only in refpeft of his great attention and urbanity to flrangers,

but of his parental care and conftant folicitude for the general happincfs

and comfort of all the people who lived under his government, were

the conilant topics of our converfation ; and it is not to be wondered at

if, on this occafion, we became inftantly imprelfed with the juftice which

report had done to his virtues, by his congratulations and hearty welcome

to the capital of Chili, which were delivered by him in our own language

with a fluency that greatly excited our aflonifhment, when we were in-

formed by His Excellency, that he had now been refident in New Spain

twenty-four years, during which time very few opportunities had occur-

red to him for fpeaking Englifli. We now learned from Don Am-
])rofio himfelf that he was a native of Ireland, from whence lie had

Vol. hi. 3 I been
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been abfeiU upwards of forty years, that at an early period of his Hfe

he had entered into the Enghfli army ; but not obtaining in that fer-

vice tlie promotion he had cxpetled, he had embraced more advantage-

ous oilers on the continent. His fird connnifRon in the fcrvice of His

CathoHc Majcfty was in the corps of engineers, from whence he exchanged

into the dragoons, and was foon raifed to the rank of heuienant-colonel

;

in tiiis fituation he ferved for fbmc time in Old Spain, and afterwards in

this country, until he obtained the diflinguifhed pofl of military comman-

der on the frontiers of Chili, and governor of Conception. In this

fcrvice he was employed twelve years, and had the good fortune, by the

condant exercife of his humanity, and an uniform attention to the com-

forts of the native inhabitants of the country, fo to fubdue the natural

liercenefs of their difpofiiions, as to induce them to fubmit to the go-

vernment of Spain. For this cffential fervice he was promoted about

the year 1783 to the exalted (lation he now fills ; fince which time he has

been honored with repeated marks of approbation and diftinftion by

His Catholic Majelly, who has been pleafed to confer upon h'm the or-

ders of Charles the Third, and St. James, with the rank of lieutenant-

general in the Spanilh army.

A room of confiderable dimenfions was allotted to mc in the palace,

and a large apartment adjoining to it was appropriated to the ufe of Mr.

Puget and the reft of the officers, in which were a fufficient number of

fmall beds for the party, covered with thin gauze, as a proieftion againft

the mufquitos. The tv.-o dragoons who had attended us from Valpa-

raifo were now appointed to be ufeful to us in die capacity of fervants

;

and every other matter was attended to, ordered, and fettled, that evening,

which could in any way contribute to render cr ilay at St. Jago, and

our rcfidencc in the palace, as pleafant as pofiTibio. Nor did the polite-

ncfs of the Prcfidcnt end here, for, previoufly to the fupper being an-

nounced, he introduced to our acquaintance Don Ramon de Rofas, the

corrigidor, and Don Francis CafTada, a captain of dragoons, who recei-

ved the Prcfident's directions to ufe his utmoft endeavours in fliewing us

every thing in St. Jago worthy the attention of ftrangers, and to make us

kuov/n to the principal families refiding in the city.

The
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The fuppcr, confining of a great variety of hot diflics, was fcrvcd up

on filver, at whicli no perfon was prefent but Don Ambrofio the Prcfi-

dent, Don Ramon de Rofas and ourfelvcs ; all fort of ceremony was

now laid afide, and, agreeably to the repeated intrcaties of His Exeel-

lency, we confidered and felt ourfelves as much at home as if we had

been partaking a repalt in England with our mod intimate acquaintances.

The firll part of our converfation was chiefly engrofled bv inquiries re-

fpeding our late difcoveries on the north-weft coafi of America. In

this I was very happy to learn, that no \mn of our conduct, or tranf-

adions with any of the fubjeds of His Catholic Majed)', appeared to have

given the lead caule for jealoufy, or complaint againd our little commu-

nity ; and I was alfo much gratified by the very lianJfome compliments

that were paid to m)'lclf and officers, on the diccefsful labours of our

voyage. After the curiofity of the Prefident and Don Ramon was fome-

what fatisfied on this fubjeft, the former, with great indignation, recount-

ed a circumdance which I cannot forbear to mention, akhough, being

a matter only of converfation, it may podibly appear too extraneous.

At the time when His Excellency was the governor at Conception,

and during the late American, French, and Spanifh war with England,

an enterprize was meditated and planned by the Court of Great-Britain

againd that place, which was then the feat of government in the king-

dom of Chili. When Sir Edward Hughes failed with his fleet from Eng-

land to the Ead-Indies, it was generally believed that he was to have

ixtled only in defence of our edablifliments in that quarter, but be-

fore that admiral had reached tlie fird place of his dedination in the Ead-

Indies, the Prefident dated to us, that he was in podedion of a copy of

Sir Edward Hughes's orders, which had been tranfmitted to him at Con-

ception from Old Spain, by which documents he became informed, that

an attack was purpofed to be made by that fleet from the Ead-Indies on

the Spanifli fettlements in South yVmerica, and that Conception was the

placeagaind which the enterpri;^e would fird be attempted. In confcquence

of this intelligence a general alarm took place tliroughout all the eda-

blifliments on the coad ; the fortifications, M'hich had been much neglcft-

ed, were repaired and drengthened ; the number of troops attached to each

3 I 2 ^\'cre
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were greatly augmented ; and every preparation was made for the pur-

pofe of ailing vigoroudy on the defenfivc ; and to this circumftance alone

His Excellency attributed the abandoning of the defign, that had been

concerted by the Britifli Cabinet.

Soon after fupper was ended, a number of ladies made their appear-

ance at the iron grating that protefted the window of the palace, beg-

ging our acceptance of nofcgays, and requefting that we would join the

refl; of their ])arty, allemblcd at a little diftance from the palace ; but as

I thought it would be more refpeftful to pay our comphments to Hit

Excellency in the audience room, which formality was fixed for the fuc-

ceeding morning, before wc fliould vifit any one elfe in the city, we

declined their obliging invitation for the prefent, with a promife of ac-

knowledging their civility the following day.

We did not retire until an early hour, when we found our beds tole-

rably good, but we could not help being much difgufted at the infuffe-

rable uncleanlinefs of our apartments ; the floors of which, but more

particularly that appointed for the refidence of the oflicers, were co-

vered with filth and dirt. Application was inftantly made to the dra-

goons, to procure us fome bruflies or brooms in order to fweep it out,

but, to our great mortification, they told us that fuch things were not

in common ufe at St. JagO ; fo that the only alleviation we could obtain

was that of water to fprinkle the dull, which was fo thick in the officers'

apartment, that it would rather have required a fliovel than a brufli for

its removal.

Every funday morning the Prefident has a levee, which is ufually at-

tended by the military people, and the principal inhabitants of the city

and furrounding country. For the purpofe of being formally introduced

at this levee, we made ourfelves as fmart as the exhaufted ftaie of our

refpeftive wardrobes would allow, and then repaired to the audience

chamber ; this room, which is fpacious, was neatly, but jiot extrava-

gantly, furnifhed ; the anti-chamber was large in proportion, and the

entrance to each was from the ground, through large folding doors. In

the anti-chamber were the portraits of the feveral prefidents of Chili,

from the firll eftablilhment of the Spanifh authority in this part of

the
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the country, to the prcfent governor, whofc portrait was one of the

number. The infide walls of thefe rooms were covered with glazed

tiles, refenibling thofe from Holland, for about eight or ten feet from

the floor, wliich had a good eflctt, and was a great relief to the dead

white jjlaffer of the remaining part up to the ceiling. At the upper

end of the audience-i-oom was a fniall ftajje, raifcd a few feet from

the floor, upon which was placed the chair of flate, ornamented with a

canopy of red damafk, and decorated with the portraits of their Ca-

tholic Majefties, -which were placed on each fide of the Prefidenl's

chair. The levee was attended by about one hundred and twenty

perfons, the greater part of wh.om appeared in the regimentals of the

eftablifhed militia of the country; and, in fuch a well-dreffed company,

our thread-bare uniforms fuffered much by comparifon. I liad, however,

taken the precaution to apologize to His Excellency for the reduced

ftate of our apparel, and he did not fail, on introducing us to his friends,

to enumerate the hardfliips we had imdergone, to ftate the length of

time we had been abfent from the civilized world, and to conclude, on

every occafion, with lome panegyric on the laborious undertaking in

which we had been fo long engaged. This very polite and friendly at-

tention foon relieved us from any embarraffment which, at lirft, it was

natural we (hould feel in bring thus unexpcftedly thrown into a circle of

gentlemen, who made a very fplendid appearance, and who fecmed to

have great pride in conforming to the fafhion of the day, and the eti-

quette of court parade. From all the gentlemen, to whom we were made

known, we received the moft flattering congratulations on our arrival

at St. Jago, accompanied by very friendly invitations to their houfes
;

and every one appeared to be anxious to make our time pafs as pleafantly

as the circumflances of the place would permit. The fpecimen we had

already received from our very hofpitable friends at Valparaifb, left us

no room to doubt the fincerity of thefe ftrangers, whofe kind fblicitude

to gratify our inchnations on every trivial occafion, was infinitely

greater than could reafbnably have been expelled. After we had feve-

rally paid our compliments to the Prefident, the levee broke up, and

we followed the refl of the party, accompanied by Don Ramon and

Captain
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Captain Cadada, to the levee of tlic Bifliopof Cliili, which alwa)S com-

mences on ilie conclulion of the Prelident's. line we were again re-

ceived with the fame pohtenefs and alfahihty which liad marked our re-

ception at Don Ambrofio's. The Biihop is addiclfed by the title of

lllujlyijfuna, and die palace in which he conflantly rcfides, in point of

magnihcence and fhow, exceeded, in a great degree, every houfe in St.

Jago, not excepting the Prcfident's, to wliom the Bidiop is the next per-

fon in rank and confequence. The rooms here were not lb large as

thofe of the royal palace, but they were fulhcieirly ca[)acious and well

proportioned ; the walls were hung with yellow hlk, fellooned at the

top, the furniture was ratlier gaudy than elegant, yet every objetl bc-

fpoke the richncls and exahcd llation of the illuftrious owner. The

Bifliop was drelfcd in a loofe clerical garment of purple fdk, buttoned

clofe, with a ibrt of apron that extended round his wail}, and reach-

ed below his knees. This part of his drefs, I was given to underdand,

is commonly worn in Spain by the dignitaries of tlie church.

The fame perfons who had attended the levee of His Excellency, re-

paired with us to die palace of die Bifliop ; but their deportment here, in

point of rcfpect, far exceeded that which had been (hewn to the Prcfident,

Man)' prielts attended the levee, one of whom always condutled to the

Bifliop the perfon who was to be introduced, who when fufficiently near,

bent one knee, and received in that fubmiflive attitude tl>e beneditlion of

the church. On this occahon, the Bifliop with one hand made the

hgurc of a crofs over the head of the perfon introduced, whilfl he pre-

Icntcd a ring which he wore on a finger of the other, to receive an

additional homage, paid by touching it with tiie lips, as in the a6l of

killing. This cercmon)' was not relhi6led to a few, for we did not

perctMvc any one in the group that did not go through it ; and, as

I had made it a conflant rule to conform, on all occafions, to the inno-

cent manners and cufloms of whatever country we might chance to

vifit, I (hould not have hchtated to perform the like ceremony on our

.introduction, had tlie flightelt hint been given, cither by Don Ramon

pr Captain Caflada, that it would be .expecled from us; but, as their

1 filencc
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filence left us completely to our own feelings, wc each of us fimply made

our bow, whicli aj)pcarc(l to be as well accepted, and to receive as gra- v,

cious a benediclion, as if we had adopted the other cudomary foima-

hty.

The Bifhop made many very pertinent inquiries refpefting the coun-

tries wc had vifited, and fccmed to iiave great pleahire in the little in-

formation we were able to afford him ; for, at this time, we liad not an

interpreter with us, who fo perfeell" comprehended what ^\•e defcribid in

Englifh as to make a faithful tranllaiion of it to the Prelate ; and I do not

recollect that 1 ever felt more real regret, than on this orcalion, that I

did not fulTicicntly undcrRand the Spanifli language to hold a eonverfa-

tion with this apparently intelligent gentleman, v/ho was pleafed to em-

brace every opportunity of bellowing fome encomium on our late re-

fearches, and to offer his congratulations on our having ^o happily con-

cluded them.

From the Bifhop's palace we were conduced, by our friends, to the

houfes of the judges and great olRcers of fhue, in all of which wc

experienced the fame cordiality and fricndlinefs, and received the fame

prefhng intreaties to vifit their f iniilies as had uniformly been offered

by every perfon M'ith whom we had become acquainted fince our firlt

arrival in this hofpitable countrv. About two o'clock we returned to

the palace, where we found the Prefulent waiting our arrival for dinner,

which was ferved up on a plain dea! ill-conflrutted table, by no means

correfponding with the magnificence of the dinner fervice, Avhieh was

intirclv compofed of filver. The company confiffed of the Prcfident,

Don Ramon de Rofas, Captain Caflada, and ourfelves ; and the con-

verfation turned chiefly on the late labours of our furvcy, and the dif-

coveries we had made on the coaft of North-Well America, which

were repeatedly honored with the mcfl flattering commendations from

the Captain-General, who app^ arcd to be extremely intercflcd in die

events which we related.

After di aiking coffee, which is always brought in as foon as the cloth

is removed, every one retired to his private apartment, a cuflom which

fo generally pre\ails ia this kingdom, that, between the hours of three

in
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in tkc afternoon and fix in ilu; evening, no perfon is fecn in the Itrcets.

the (iiops arc (liut up, and the fame llilhuls ])rcvaiis as il" it were athiahy

niglit. Accudomed as we had hitherto beer, to a hfo of conihint anx-

iety, and to be fatisfied with hitle red, wc- were i.t fird greath' at a

lofs to difeover how we fhould employ tlie hours wliich were thus dedi-

cated to deep by the fociety in wliieh \*e were now hving; but the cx-

ercife of the morning, the heat of the weather, the want of occupation,

and the natural inclination to deep after a hearty meal, foon reconciled

us to the prartiee of tiic coiu-itry ; and we all indulged in a fcjla, (or

afternoons nap) and enjoyed it I belie\e full as much as the molt vo-

luptuous Spaniard in die capital.

Accompanied by our new friends, we were introduced in tlie evening

to the family of Sen' Cotappas, a Spaiiidi merchant of condderable emi-

nence. A defcription of this gentleman's manfion will ferve to convey

an idea of tlic manner in which all the houfes in the city of St. Jago

are built. This, like moft of the principal habitations, formed a qua-

drangle, inclofing an open area, or court-yard, of about thirty yards

I'quare, one fide of which is a dead wall diat runs parallel to the flreet

;

and, as none of the houfes are more than one llory in height, this wall

totally obfcures every appearance of the buildings within. The entrance

into the fore-court from the ftreet, was through a gateway in this wall,

to which the houfe fronted, occupying the oppofite fide, whilft the wings,

or two remaining fides of the fquare to the right and left, were, as

is moft commonly the cafe, divided into offices for fcrvants, and deep-

ing apartments. Sen' Cotappas's houfe confifted of an anti-chamber, a

large kind of dining-parlour, and bedchamber. All the rooms were

very fpacious, the principal one meafured about fixty feet in length,

twenty-five feet in breadth, and I fhould think the height of it was about

equal to the breadth. This room was fuperbly, or rather finely, furnilh-

ed ; from the ceiling were fufpendcd two glafs ludres, or chandeliers

;

and on the walls were fome paintings, the fubjcfts of which were taken

from the facred writings ; at each end of the room were large folding

doors. The company we here met were divided into two parties ; the

ladies were feated on cufiiions on one fide of the room, and the gentle-

^ nicn
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rncn were fittlntr oppofur to tliem on chairs, amongd whom we were in-

llantly Furnifhed with ("rats. The entertainments of the evening confined

in a concert and iiall, in hoili of which the ladies had tlie principal

Ihare, and ILemcd to talvc great pieafure in excelling in both the accoin-

plidunents of mufic and dancing. The whole of the concert was per-

formed by the ladies; one led the band on the piano-forte, whild the

others filled up the accompaniments on violins, flutes, and the harp;

the whole was extremely well conducted, and afforded us a mufical treat,

to which we had been long intire (trangers.

We fliould have been extremely happy to have availed ourfelves of the

prefhng intreaties of Sen'- Cotappas to join widi the ladies in dancing,

but as their country dances appeared to be verv difficult, and as no one

amongd us could rccolledl the figures of any of thofe we had been ac-

cuftomed to in England, we were under the mortification of acknow-

ledging our ignorance, and declining the intended civility of the mafler

of the houfe. From this difappointmcnt in the pleafures of the evening

we were, however, in fonie meafure relieved, by fome of the ladies, who

had retired from the dance, fending us a racfTage, requeding we would

join their party on the cufhions ; with this we infl:antly complied, and

confidered ourfelves greatly indebted for this mark of condefcenfion, as it

was departing from the eflablifhed rules of their fociety on fuch occafions.

The generality of the ladies in St. Jago are not v/anting in perfonal charms,

and mod; of thofe we had the pieafure of meeting this evening might

rather be confidered handfome than otherways ; they are, in general,

brunettes, with exprefTive black eyes, and regular features ; but a want of

that neatnefs, which is fo much valued amongd Englidimen, and f'o much

the pride of my fair countrywomen, was confpicuous in many particu-

lars, efpecially in the total negleft of their teeth, which are fudered to

become intolerably dirty. This inattention was not only in a very high

degree ofFenfive, but it appeared to us incompatible with the pains that

feemed to have been taken in the decoration of their perIons ; for, at this

afTembly, they were all fuperbly drefTed, agieeably to the fadiion of the

-country. The raoflfingular part of their drel's was a fort of bcll-hoopcd
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petticoat, that reached from the waifl to jufl below the knees, though

fome of them did not wear them quite fo low; immediately beneath this

external part of their drefs appeared the under Hnen garment, the bot-

tom of which, as well as the talfels of their garters, was fringed with gold

lace.

The general deportment of the ladies was lively and unreferved ; and

they very obligingly loft no opportunity of relieving us from every little

cnijiarraffment, to whicli the dii'advantages we laboured under, in not un-

derRanding their language, frequently jxpofed us ; and I verily believe

that there were few occalions, during the whole of our voyage, in which

our want of knowledge of the Spanifh language was more fincerely re-

gretted ; as it deprived us of the pleafure of enjoying the lively fallies of

wit which we had reafon to believe occurred very often in the female

circles, by the laughter and applaufe that their converfation fo frequently

occafioned. This was certainly an evidence of their natural ingenuity,

though it did not amount to a proof of their minds having been duly cul-

tivated ; and it is not without concern that I ftate, from the tefti-

mony of their own countrymen, that the education of the female part

of the fociety in St. Jago is fo fcandaloufly negle6led, as to confine the

knowledge of reading and writing to a few of the ladies only. Some of

them had the goodnefs to give us their names in writing, that we might

the more eafily difcover and learn the true pronunciation of them ;• thefe

were alwa)s written in large letters ; but I do not mean from this cir-

cumftance, or from our having received but few of their names, to inter,

that the education of the fex is as much confined as was reprefented

to us : yet the circumftance of their being totally unacquainted with any

other language than the dialed of the Spanifh fpoken at St. Jago, evinced

that tiicir education was of a homely nature.

Excepting the inftances >v'hich are unhappily to be found amongft the

fex in England, the female part of the fociety poflefs a chara6teriftic de-

licacy of fentiment and ex predion ; but here fuch a degree of levity is

f)bfervable in the conduft of the ladies, not only in their converfation,

but in dancing and on other occafions, as to give a ftranger, and parti-

1 cularly
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cularly an Englifhman, no reafon to entertain a very exalted opinion

of their virtue, but rather to imprefs him with notions prejudicial to the

female charaQer. I mud:, however, in juRice to all thole ladies with

whom I had the honor of being acquainted, pnd they were very nianv,

beg leave to flate, that I difcovered nothing that could impeach the fide-

lity of the married women, nor attaint the charatter of die (ingle ladies ;

notwithftanding that the manners and cullomr, of die country in which

they live fanftion a freedom of fpcech, and a familiarity of behaviour, that.

tended, in our opinion, to abridge the fcx of a portion of that refpetf; from

the men, of which, as Englifhmen, we did not like to fee them deprived.

To them we were indebted for the mod civil and obliging attention that

can be imagined during our refidence in the capital ; their doors v/ere

always open to receive us ; their houli^s were in a manner our homes ;

their entertainments were formed for the fole purpofe of affording us

amufement ; and no endeavour was omitted that could, in any way, con-

tribute to the pleafure we received in mixing with their focict)'. Nor

were we lefs indebted to all thofe gentlemen to whom we became known,

who exercifed the utmoll of their powers to render our flay at St. Jago

agreeable, by (hewing us every thing worthy of our notice, and by com-

municating every information that was either ufeful or entertaining. We
were under particular obligations to Don Ramon de Rofas and Captain

CafTada, for their unremitted attention, and goodnefs in introducing us

to all the refpeftable families refiding in St. Jago.

The time that we remained in the capital of Chili, pafTed nearly in tlie

fame manner as I have already defcribed, without the occurrence of any

incidents to require a particular relation ; for this reafon I (hall pafs over

the fevera! pleafant engagements we had in the different families luring

our refidence in this hofpitable place, and proceed to give fome ac ount

of the public buildings in the city, and to detail fuch other informa ion

as we were enabled to colleft, and which, probabh% may not be iniac-

ceptable to my readers. In doing this, however, I (hall not pledge niyfell

for the aiuhenticity of the fa6b, nor the precifion of the circumflances I

am about to relate, becaufe I Avas not fufhciently acquainted with the

3 K 2 Spanidi
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Spanifii langua,s;c to put the qucilions that rwiflicd to have refolved' ir^

d proper way inyfelf, nor to acquire the information I fought for, in fa

correct a manner as is defirable in inquiries of tliis' nature ; in addition,

to tliis difadvantagc, I found it ahiioll imi^ofTible, on a variety of occa-

hons, to make our interpreters tranllatc our quelhons on fubjetts on which

tliey were not converdint,. fb as to obtain, from thofe who were able to

re}>ly to them, ilitisfactor}' anfwcrs.

The city of St. Jago, including the detached houfes, or fuhurbs, I

fliould fuppofe, cannot be Icfs tlian three or four miles in circumference

;

but this is only by eflimation, as I did not converfe with any one who
could, or did, an(\ver me this qucftion ; but as the ftreets run at right

angles to each other, and fome of them are little fliort of a mile in

Icngtli, this computation cannot be very erroneous. The city is well

Tupplied v.'ith water from the river Mapocho, which has its fource in the

mountains, at fome diftance from the capital, and is made to branch off

in fuch a manner, on its approaching die town, as to pafs through the

principal ftreets. Tliis, in a hot climate, cannot but be fuppofed a very,

great luxury, and as conducing extremely to the health of the inhabi-

tants ; but the fame want of cleanlinefs that pervades the infir'cs of the

houfes, here manifefted itfelf in the open air, and inftead of this ftream

becoming the means by which the ftreets might have been kept conftant-

jy fweet, it is rendered a moft infutterable nuifance, by the prodigious

quantity of filtli whicli is emptied into it from the houfes. As no care

was taken that a fufticiency of water ftiould be brought down to carry

the foil and naftinefs away, nor to remove it in places where it form*

ed obftruftions to the current, and jjroduccd the moft olFenfive exhala-

tions ; and as the ftreets, which are narrow, are jjartially paved witli

fmall ftones in the middle, and with only a few flag-ftones for foot paf-

fengers on the fides, our walking about the town was, from thele circuin^

ftances, rendered very unpleafant.

The river before mentioned, from whence tlie city is fupplied nvitli

water, overflowed its banks, in the month of June, 1783, in confequence

of an inundation, and ruftied down towards St. Jago, with fuch impetiiT

3 ous
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ous fury, tl at it dcmolifhed almofl all the dams that defendc 1 the coun-

try, did conrideruble damage in the town, and filled every individual with

fear and confternation Icfl a fecond inundation {hould fuccced ; in which

cafe, from the extremely defencelefs Hate in which thefc torrents had left

the city, there was great reafon to a])prchcnd that not a fingle edifice

would be left (landing in the capital. The prefent Captain-General gave

immediate orders that plans (hould be made by the mod able and expe-

rienced engineersand architects, for the purpofe of replacing a wall, or

dam, that had principally defended the city from the river, and which

had been ded-oyed, at this time, by the inundating force of its waters ;

but, notwiihftanding that the defign he had in view was for the protection

of St. Jago and the furrounding country, and to infure the fifcty, inte-

reds, and comforts of the inhabitants, yet, a popular party was made

againd him, as in tl.einftance of the new road, which he projecled, and

is now carrying into execution between this place and Valparailo, and,

after experiencing much fatigue, perplexity, and expence, it was not un-

til the month of January, 1 792, that he edefted his purpofe lb far, as to

begin the excavation for the new wall, or dam, againd the fide of

the river. This will long remain a monument o( his patriotifm and

perfevcrancc, and he has now the gratificativ^n of hearing manv of

thofe who had before oppofed 'he undertaking, acknowledge this va-

luable defign to be an efTjtlual proteclion againd any future dan-

ger.

Tlie wall is ("aid to have a found uion fourteen feet below, and to rife

as many feet above, the furfaci of t'.. riv^-; it appeared to be a very

drong work, well executed, and cap.ibie of refilling any (brce or weight

of water that may come againd it. It not only affords complete (ecurity

to the town, but ferves as an . /"reeable wan. for the recreation of the

inhabitants. On the fide nexf 10 tiie water a parapet wall is railed, fuHi-

ciently high to prevent any accident in v/alking ; it. is about a quarter of

a mile in length, and, at convenient didances, (lights of eafy and com-

modious (hiirs are judicioufiy placed to afcend the wall, from whence a

connnaading view is obtained of St. Jago and d^e adjacent country. The

whole
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
whole is built with brick and lime-mortar, and, on the firft flone being

laid, an obelifk, in imitation of that in St. Peter's fquare, and many

others in Rome, was erefted, on the pedeftal of which is the following

infcription, in Spanifh :

D. O. M.

In the reign of Charles the fourth

:

and

During the Government of this Kingdom,

by Don
Ambrofio Higgins

de

Vallenar

;

Who ordered

Thefe dams to be conflrufted

in the year

1792.

There were two very fumptuous fabrics erefting in St. Jago, which,

when fminied, as I was informed by the Prefident, would be unequalled

in New Spain ; the one is the Caflade Moneda, or the money-houfe, and

the other is the cathedral.

At the dillance of about five quadras* to the fouthward of the princi-

pal fquare, is ere6ling, by order of His Catholic Majelly, the Money-

Houle, or Mint, The fituat''>n is open, healthy, and well chofen for

this extenlivc and fpacious building, which appeared to be conftruftlng

upon the plan of the public offices contained within Somcrfet-Houfe in

London, though the ftru61ure is by no means equal to that edifice, cither

in fize or magnificence. It is intended for the refidence of all the officers

and people belonging to the Mint. The apartments for the former are

large and commodious, and the rooms for the latter are very convenient.

To thefe are added a fort of hofpital for the fick, and a chapel for divine

fervice. Large places are to be fitted up for the reception of the mate-

rials and implements ufed in affaying the precious metals, and feparating

them



ROUND THE WORLD. 439

them from tlie ore. The walls are built with large bricks, and the ce-

ment, or mortar, is from Hmc procured by the calcination of (hells. Part

of the infide was plaftered with a moft delicate white fubllancc, that had

the appearance of being very durable. Moil of the iron-work ufed in

the building, and fuch as is ncc( ffary for the implements, &c. ufed in

the bufmels of coining, is imported from Old Spain. Patterns for the

balconies, balufters, and rails, have been tranfmitted from St. Jago to

Bifca)-, which have been fent back in iron, mofl; perfe^ly and fatisfattori-

ly executed. All the wood made ufe of in tliis fabric is oak, excepting

for the doors and windows, which are made of cyprefs. The principal

front is to the north, and is about one hundred and Hfty yards in length.

Befides the door, or grand entrance, which is adorned with eight columns,

there are cightren inferior windows, and eighteen fuperior balconies. The

two other fronts look to the eall and to the weft, and are each of them

one luuifhed and feventy-eight yards in length ; thefe are decorated in the

fame manner as the principal front, with pillars and balconies, between

which are various efcutcheons, with devices alluding to the purpofe for

which the building is ere61ed. The court-yard is forty-five yards i'quare,

the whole adorned with columns, architrave, frizc and cornice, which

extend round the court at fome little diftance from the building. The

principal entrance leads into i fpacious faloon ; on the right are the

apartments deftined for the fuperiniendent, and on the left are to be thofc

of the auditor ; befide thefe, in the other two fronts, are the ptiblic

offices, the hall for drawing bills, the office for weighing gold and filvcr,

the treafury, auditory, chupel, horj)ital, &c. &c. After palling through

the court-yard towards the finelting-offices, we entered a paffage, four-

teen yards wide, which led round all the workfhops and offices of labour :

the whole of the edifice is of tV.o Doric order, and the dilfribution of the

offices and apartments appeared to have been well confidered and judi-

cioufly appropriated. The communications were likewife commodious^

and well concerted to facilitaie the biifiners between one oHice and

another, and the whole together wat> a flruilure well dcferving our at-

tention.

The
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The architefl is profefTor Don Joa. Jocfca, difciple of the Heutenant-

general Don Francilco Savntini. firlt architcrt to Mis CathoHc Majcfly.

Don Jocfca undertook to (Inifh and complete this building for feven

hundred thoufand dollars, and the Captain-General, imprclfed with a jufi.

idea of the ufe and importance of fuch an cUablifhment, \.'as induced

to give his conlent to the undertaking, as the calcu^^tion of the expencc

bore, in his cftimation, no proportion to the advantages it would after-

wards infure, or the convenience it would afford. The architecl, how-

ever, feems to have been greatly miflaken in the money which he Ihited

the building would coft, as the Prefident affured me, he was clearly of

opinion, that it would require a million and an half of dollars to be ex-

pended on the edifice before it could be coinpiciely finii'iicd.

There is a fmall hill, about twelve quadras dillant from the princi-

pal fquare, in the grounds belonging to the religious of tlu: Doniinician

order, which is called St. Domingo. This hill contains a quarry of frec-

ftone, of a whitifh colour, foft, and cafilv worked by the chiffcl. The

vicinity of this hill to the city, and the facility with which the flones

were to be procured from t'lie cjuarry, induced the Bifliop Don Juan

Gonzales de Melgarejo to l)egin the laborious undertaking of building

a cathedral ; for which purpofe he gave forty-three thoufand dollars

towards its ereftion, and laid the firft flone of the edifice on the firft

day of July, 1748. At this time there was not an artifl in the kingdom

of Chili to whofe ability a work of this defcription could be entruftcd, for

which reafon no particular plan was adhered to, and the architecture

feems to be a nicdley of whatever occurred to the pcrfons who fuperin-

tended its conftruftion. The principal front is to the eaft ; that fide

which communicates with the epifcopal palace is to the fouth, and the

north front runs parallel to the ftreet. The length of the building is

about one hundred and twenty yards, its breadth is not lefs than thirty-

five, and the height oj the niiddle aide is eighteen yards.

It was not until after thirty years were expired, that application was

made to Madrid for a Hdlful profeffional perfon to fuperintend the comple-

tion of this edifice. In the year 1778, Don Joefca, the archited employed

in
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in building the money-houfi*, was appointed to this office, and, fortu-

nately, at this time, the principal front was not hogini. The plans he

drew were fuhniitted to the then prelate, Don Manuel de Alday : and, on

the firft day of march, in the year 17H0, this artill took upon himfelf the

charge of the building, which, at this time, wanted onlv five arches to

reach the line of the princij)al front ; the elevation of which, I was

given to underlland, is a clofe imitation of St. John de Lateran, and

according to the defigns of the famous Barromini. There are three

doors in this fide, embelliflied widi cohunns of the Ionic ordr'r; with-

in is a handfome ftaircafe, that leads to light and elegant towers, wliich

add greatly to the beautiful appearance of this front. The cailiedral

contains ten altars, and, although they appeared to have been ron-

Ilrufted without regard to any rule of proportion, yet they are well

worthy of attention. The columns and pilafters of each are an excel-

lent imitation of jafper; thefe are green, the pcdeftals are red, the cor-

nices yellow, the bafes and capitals are gilt, and the whole together pro-

duces a very good effetl. The colour of the flonc, with which this edi-

fice is built, refembles thcit of the Portland flone of England; but whe-

ther it is of the fame durability, or not, time only will determine. The

workmanftiip of the mafon appeared to us to be ill executed, as few of

the edges of the ftones were fo neatly wrought as to fit with exaftnefs.

Spire" and other church ornaments, we were given to underftand, were

intended to be erefted, but the time when the building would be finifh-

ed was not afcertaincd; the priefts, however, faid mafs in one part of it,

which was fufficiently completed for that purpofe.

A very large church is alfo confirufting, under the dirc6lion of the

fame architeft ; this firufture is built with bricks, its front is of the

Doric order, with two largo towers, in wliich confiderable knowledge of

beauty and proportion feems to have been difplayed. The infide of

this church is of the Ionic order, it contains three aifles and fcvcn

chapels.

The gaols of the city having fallen into decay fome years ago, and

becoming infecure for the confinement of prifoners, a large building, of

the Tufcan order, was ere6ied, and appropriated to this purpofe. This
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ftrutliire has rather a magnificent appearance, and the dillribution oF

the cells and apartments it contains fecms to have been made with confi-

derable judgment. The centre of the building is occupied by a grand

tower, in which is the city clock ; and the bell, which flrikes the retreat

at nine o'clock ; after which, it becomes the duty of the watchmen to fe-

cure all perfons of fufpicious appearance, or fuch as are found in the

ftreets with unlawful weapons.

Befide thefe public buildings, about half a quadra from the principal

fquare is a houfe belonging to Sen'- Don Jofe Ramirez de Saldana, per-

petual regidor of St. Jago, and one of its mofl opulent citizens. The

porch, which is in the centre of the principal front of this manfion, is

decorated with Doric columns, and many pillars of the fame order are

with confiderable tafte arranged on each fide of it. This building is re-

puted to be the only one in the city in which the rules of architecture

have been ftriftly obferved ; and, on that account, it is highly efteem-

ed by thofe of the inhabitants who have any knowledge of the art, or tafle

for regular compofitions.

A very good houfe was creQing about fix quadras from the fquare be-

fore mentioned, after a defign of Inigo Jones, as a country rcfidence for

Sen'- Don Jofe Antonio Aldunate, the Provifor General of this bifliop-

rick, who is jullly extolled for his polifhed manners and literary abili-

ties.

At the diftance of fourteen quadra.; from the fame fquare a chapel was

building, at the expence of the friars belonging to the order of St. Fran-

cifco. The Doric prevails in the external compofition of this edifice,

but within the pillars are of the Corinthian order. It contains ten

diftinft chapels, is dedicated to our Lady of Carmin, and is called the

Little Convent.

Having given fome account of the mofl; confi)icuous public and

other buildings, that were either finifhed or eretling, in St. Jago, I

fliall now proceed to (late fuch information refpctling the population

and commerce of this city as I was enabled to procure.

St, Jago, the capital of Chili, is flated to have been founded on the

12th of February, J 541. This city is the refidence of the Prefident, who is

Captain-
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Captain-General of the whole kingdom, and Governor and prefiding Judge

of the audience chamber, or court ofjuftice. It is faid to contain thirty v-

thoufand five iiundred inhabitants ; and, if my eftimation of its extent be

not very incorrctt, it mud be confidered as populous. The fubordinate

cities in this great kingdom are, Coquimbo, Chilian, Conception, and

Valdivia ; and the principal towns are Valparaifo, Capiapo, Vallenar,

St. Francifcode Borja, St. Raphael dc la Rofa, La Ligua, Quillota, Los

Andes, Melipilla, St. Jofeph, Aconcagua, St. Ferdinand, Curico, Talca,

Linares, Nueva, Bilboa, Caugeres, and others of lefs importance.

The kingdom of Chili is dated to extend, in a northern and fouthern

direftion, from the uninhabited parts of Atacama, which divides it from

the vice-royalty of Peru, to the (Iraits of Magellan ; and, in a wellern

and eaftern dire6lion, from the ocean to the foot of the Cordilleras, which

divides it from the vice-royalty of Buenos Ayres ; but I cannot help being

of opinion, that the kingdom of Chili does not extend further fouth than

the fouthern extremity of the ifles de Chiloe, as I fhould confider the

American coaft, to the fouthward of thofe iflands, to be that of Patago-

nia. It is divided into two bilhopricks, or provinces, St. Jago and Con-

ception, each of which are under the immediate care and direction of

an Intendant ; Brigadier Don Francifco La Mata Linares has the charge

of the latter ; and the further title of Chief Intendant of the province of

St. Jago is added to the reft of the pofts of honor and places of emolu-

ment enjoyed by the prefent Captain-General Don Ambrofio Higgins

deVallcnar ; the value of whofc appointments amount, annually, to thirty

thoufand dollars, whilft thofe of Don La Mata Linares do not exceed ten

thoufand dollars. Thefe provinces are each fubdivided into fmall dillrifts,

which originally were known by the name of Corregimientos, but are now

called Subdelegaciones.

There is about a million of fpecie coined at St. Jago every year, which

is the fund from whence the falaries of the ftate officers, the military

eftabliftinient, and other incidental expences of the government, are

defrayed. The army confifts of a batallion of infantry in Conception ;

two fquadvons of horfe, one company of dragoons, and two of artil-

lery. The cavalry of this country are ail well mounted, and extremel)'

3 L 2 expert
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expert liorfenien, and were tliey as IkilFul in the ufe of lire-arms as they

are in the management of the (word and the lance, they would not be

inferior to any troops of this dcfcription in Euro? r. I was given to

underltand, that in cafe oi an attack u])on Valparaifo. ilie principal fea-

port ol llie kingdom, an army of eight thouliind men, ct)nnning of ca-

valry an(' militia, could there be adcmbled for its defence in twenty-four

hours.

The country, to the fouthward of the river Biol)io, in the province

of Conception, is inhabited by a nation of very fierce Ind'ans, who for-

merly coiumittcd great depredations on the frontiers under the Spanilh

authority, and lived in a continual flate of hoflility with their civilized

neighbours;: but, in conlequence of the humane, judicious, and political

arrangements which have been made, from time to time, by Don Am-
brofio Higgins, the number of the turbulent fpirits has been much re-

duced, and the natives now ceafe to be regarded with any apprehcnfiou

by the Spaniards, In the diflrift which they occupy, I was given to uiv

clerfland, there were ten thoufand warriors, a robufl and hardy race of

men ; but fo far had the wife adminiflration of the prefent Captain-

General fuccccded, m fubduing the natural ferocity of thefe Indians, and

in bringing the; a over to fupport the authority and interells of the

crown of Spaia ; that Don Ambrofio did not entertain the leafl doubt

of their co-operating with the forces of His Catholic Majefty, fhould

it be neceflary to call them forth againil the invafion of a foreign

enemy.

Independently of the warfare which thefe people had, for many years,

carried on againfl the Spaniards, they were fubjeft to continual infur-

re6lions and internal commotions amongft themfelves. During die time

that Don Ambrofio had the chief military command on this frontier,

he happilv flicceeded in terminating the feuds which had fo long prevail-

ed amongit the feveral tribes compohng this great nation, and had in-

troduced amongit the ferocious inhabitants of this country, a fpirit of

induftry, and a defire to excel each other in the cultivation of the

ground, the breeding of cattle, and other peaceful arts ; but upon his be-

ing promoted to the elevated fituation which he now fills, with fo much

honor
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honor to himfclf, and benefit to the country, he was under the necefTity

of leaving tlie guardiandiip of thefe children of nature, and of repairing

to the capital. Soon after his departure from the frontiers, frefh animo-

fuies, and new caufes for jealoufy, arofc aniongft the different tribes,

which ended in a war, that was furiouHy carried on by all parties. Their

peaceful and donuftic occupations no longer engaged their attention,

and their agriculture and breeding of eattle, which liad become the fourcci

from whence they were enabled to derive manv comforts, were aban-

doned and totally neglrf[ed. Don Ambrofio, with the fame warmtls ot

heart and intered for the hap -^efs and profperity of the Indians, which,

during his refidencc among m, had produced fo valuable an elfe6l

on their tempers and difpohnons, reprefented to the Court of Madrid

the commotions that continued to exifl amongd the Auraucan and other

tribes on that froiuier ; and, at the fame tim.e, propofcd fuch mcafures

as, in his opinion, were mofl likely to reconcile the differences, and to

eftablifli a permanently good underftanding between the contending chiefs

of the four Butalmapus, which are the four dillritls into which this na-

tion of Indians is divided.

In confequence of this reprefentation, and the mcafures recom-

mended by the Captain-General, he was directed by the Spanifli court

to repair to the camp of Negretc, and there to hold a convocation,

for the purpofe of hearing and redrefling thofe grievances which were

ftated by the feveral chiefs to be the caufes of all their difcontents:

and, as the preliminary fpeech of the Prefident, on this occafion, tends

greatly to exhibit the natural charafter and general difpofition of thefe

people, I have been tempted to infert a tranllation of it from the Indian

language, under the imprefTion that, to thofe of my readers who may

be curious in tracing the gradations of the human chara6lcr, from a fa-

vage up to a civilized Rate, it may not be unacceptable.

The
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** The fpeech of Field-Marfhal Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar,

Prefident, Governor, and Captain-General of the kingdom of

Chili, to the Auraucan and other Indian nations, met in convoca-

tion in the camp of Negrete, on the .jth day of march, 1793.

"Chiefs, my antient and honorable friends! full of joy and fatis-

fa6lion that I now meet upon this happy ground of Negrete, as for-

merly on that of Longuilmo, the great chiefs and principal leaders of

the four Butalmapus, into which this valuable country is divided, that

ftretches from the fouth of this great river Biobio to the outer parts of

the moft fouthern continent, and from the Cordilleras to the great ocean
;

I faluie you all with joy, and with the utmoft fincerity of my heart. I

am ordered by the king, my mafter, to falute you in His Majefty's

name, and to congratulate you on the felicity of this anfj)icious day.

which, through my mediation, on account of the love I bear you all,

has reftored the ineftimable blefhngs of peace to the four Butalmapus.

" With the utmoft precifion and difpatch, I have taken care to remove

every obftacle that impeded the attainment of this moft welcome objefl.

I have alfo been indefatigable in difpofing the minds of thofe to peace

who were reftlefs and prone to revenge, or to take great umbrage on little

occafions; and I have been unweared in all the conferences I have had

with the feveral chiefs, fince my arrival at the fort of Angels, and in

this encampment, during the time that I have waited for the arrival of

thofe more diftant leaders, who are now coUefted with the other mem-

bers of this aftembly. I have patiently and fully examined the complaints

of fome, and heard the excufes of others, on the diftrefting fubjeft of

your diflentions, your animofities, and your wars, fo that nothing now

remains for me to learn of all their direful caufes. To-day, however,

the fun ftiines bright, and I fee, with heart-felt joy, that on my once

again drawing nigh unto you, a kindly difpofi'ion appears in all, to

terminate the unhappy differences which long, too long, have fubfifted

between you ; and I perceive that you are prepared, once more, to unite

in thofe facred bonds of peace, in the full enjoyment of which I left

you, on my feparation from you, and departure for St. Jago. I rejoice

that you all wifti to bury, under the fod of this encampment, all your

animofities,
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animofitics, heart-burnings, (lifpincs, and tlilTerences ; and may the pre-

fcnt meeting be a commencement of perpetual felicity to all the children

of man who rcfide in the countries that extend from Biobio to Chiloe.

" Recolle6l your fituation, O my friends, when I was appointed by

His Majefly to the military command of this frontier, and deftined to fit

down among you. There are many amongll you, who can remember the

miferable (tate in which I found the whole country ; it was deflroyed on

both fides the river, it was deiblate and laid wafle, and all its inhabitants

were fuffering the dreadful calamities of unceafing furious wars, brought

on bv their own intemperance and unruly palfions ; many of whom were

obliged to retire, with their women and children, to the mountains, and

were reduced at lalt to the neccHity of feeding on their faithful dogs that

followed them \ The great chiefs and Indians of the Butalmapus were

witnefTes of tlu fe things. Before I left you, however, (on His Majedy be-

ing gracioully pleafed to promote me to the prefidency of the kingdom)

your houfes were rebuilt, your fields finiled with a yellow harvelt, and

your paftures were richly decorated with the iierds of your cattle. Your

women provided you with comfortable garments ; the high-minded and

unruly young men obeyed the voice of the chiefs ; and none of thofe

excefies were praftifed, which, fince my departure, have exceeded the

cruelties and profligacy of your antient barbarifm ; to which you would

probably have altogether returned, had it not been for the zeal of your

Commander General, who reported your proceedings to me, and hap-

pily fufpended, until I fliould be fent amotiglt you, the fatal effedls of

your difcords.

" I do not, however, wlfh to fupprefs the merit to which you have a

jufl claim, or to conceal, that, in the midft of all thefe diffurbances, you

rigoroufly obferved the promifes you made me in Longuilmo. 'J'he Spa-

nifh fettlements, fituated on the fouthern fide of this great river, have

been, by you, mofl fcrupuloufly refpetled, their perfons have been held

facred, their cattle have not been dirturbed, and in no one circumftance

have you broken the faith and goodwill which you pledged yourfelves

to maintain. Of all this have I been made acquainted, from time to time,

by the feveral commanders on the frontier ; and for this honorable part
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of your condu6t I give you all due thanks. • What I tiien promiR-d I

likcwife have llrittly pcrrorinccl ; I have recoininended the four Biiial-

mapus to the protedion of the king; I have fupplicaied him to con-

tinue to them liis paternal allillanee ; and I lis Majelly, with that great-

nefs of foul, and piety of heart, vvJiich lb eininently didinguilh his royal

charatler, has been pleafed to order, that you fliall be lupported and

protccled fo long as you may deferve the bledings of his favor, by ad-

hering to the good, feparating yourfelves from the bad, and evincing, bv

the general tenor of your condutl, your fubordination and obedience."

The humanity, good fenfe, patience, and perfeverance, of the Cap-

tain General, very confpicuoully appear upon this occafion ; and it is not

lefs pleafingto obferve, that, even aniongli; thefe untaught nations of the

earth, their political engagements are fcrupuloufly fullilled ; and that

llic diUrefics confequent on intedine warfare, iiave not the power to

make them violate their treaties, or to break thofc promifes wh.oh they

folemnly pledge themfelves to perform.

The territorial poflelfions of fuch of the Indians as have fubmitted to

the authority, and placed themfelves under the prote6lion, of the Spanidi

crown, have been all confirmed to them by treaty ; to be ufed, cultiva-

ted, or difpofed of, agreeably to their own wifhes or determinations ; and,

as an incitement to their future induftry and repofe, I was informed by

Don Ambroflo, that he had purchafcd from them a large traft of land,

which he had divided, and laid out advantageoufly, for the purpofes

of agriculture and breeding cattle ; and had left it in their pofleffion,

under the dirctlion of proper perfons to fee his defigns carried into

eifecl.

W'hilfl we wore under the hofpitable roof of the Prefident, I had an

opportunity of feeing a chief and fix of the Indians, who had come to

the palace to pay an annual vifit of refpett to the Captain-General.

Thefe people were of a middling flatuie, they were flout and well made,

of regular features, and not unlike the North-Wefl American Indians;

they were drefled after the Spanifh fafliion of the country ; but if an

opinion can be corredlly formed of the tribe they belong to from fo fmall

a fampie, they would, by no means, anfwcr the e.xpeftations I had form-

ed
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•ed of their prowcTs and iiiilitarv diaraclor. Tlicfc Indians were accom-

panied by a Spanidi gentleman, who refuK's ainontrfl them in one of"

their villages, and is called CV.piain of lufhans ; and I underlhx)d, that

to each tribe an oHicer, of finiilar rank, is aUaehed, wlio prcfylcs o\cr

th'cir interefts, correfpnnds with the Captain-General. a:yJ, on all occa-

fions, afts as their advifer and interpreter.

The exterior coninierce of the kingdom is principallv carried on from

the fea-ports of Conception, Cocpilinbo, and X'alparailo ; but llic latter

lias the greateft (hare of the trade, arifino: from its ec ntral ntiuuion, and

its vicinhy to the capital : the dilhince froni St. Jago was formerly thirty

leagues ; but it will be decreafed, when the new line of road is com-

pleted, to twenty-two leagues. From St. Jago, to the top of the firn:

hill towards Valparaifo, a diflancc of about fix leagues, the road
'

finifhed ; between the foot of the hill and the city there are three bridges

built with bricks over three fwampy places, which b'^'forc were fre-

quently almoil; impaffable, and in many other parts, \',-]'.crc tlie road is

depreffed, it is paved acrofs, to give a free courfe to the rain waters, and

at the fame time, to prevent anv damage from their paffing o\er the

loofe materials of which the road is compofed. This extent of road is

now become the general rcfort of the inha!)itants, either for walking,

ridinfj on horfeba; k or in carriasres : and the valuable charafler who

firll projc6ied it, whenever the multiplicity of his bufinefs will allow him

to take anv recreation of this nature, is conflantlv attended thither by a

numerous company of the inhabitants, and on fucli occafions he derives a

confiderable degree of fatisfa^lion in proxing how eafib' he can travel up

the firll hill from St. Jago in his coacli, with the alfillancc of four mules

only.

The meafured diftancc between St. Tatro and Ruenos Avrcs I could

not learn, but I underftood that the poll; travels from thence to the capi-

tal of Chili in twentx'days ; and that the country, from Buenos A\res un-

til it reaches the foot of the Cordilleras, which iun in a northern and

foutliern direction, and p;ifs to the eaflward of St. Jago, is one intire

defert, widiout trees or any otiicr fort of vegetation ; and that it is fo

rompletelva level plain, that even a hillock does not appear on its furHice.
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The neareft filver mine to St. Jago is at the diftance of about feven

leagues, and the nearefl; gold mine is to the north-eafl. of the city, at the

diftance of about thirty leagues.

The value and importance of this rich country to Old Spain is fully

exhibited in the feveral ordinances, rules and dirc6lions, v/hich, from

time to time, have been ifTucd to the Intendants of the provinces, and

enforced by the fuprcme council of the Indies, at the ex pi efs command of

His Catholic Majefly. Thefe arc comprehended under diftinft titles, or

heads, as they have reference, or apply to, the ecclefiaftical or civil go-

vernment of the kingdom. The principal obfervanccs are thofe rc-

fpefting the tenths and contributions for the endowment of the churches,

and the fupport of the religious orders; the colleftion of the public

revenues, the appropriation of the royal eftates, the adminiftration of

juftice, the regulation of the internal police, and the delegation of pow-

ers and authority in the evi^nt of foreign wars or domeftic infur-

re6lions.

I was fo fortunate as to obtain a tranflation of moft of thefe rules

by which the archbifliops and chief officers of ftate regulate their

conduft ; and as it does not appear to me, that I can fhew the rigid

attention which is, and has ever been, paid by the Spanifh court to the

interefts of the;e wealthy eftablilhments, fo well, as by quoting fome few

of the royal commands, I have extra6led three for this purpofe.

" Number 150.

" By the Bull of Alexander the Vlth, dated the 16th of november,

1501, and confirmed fince by fuccelTive fupreme pontiffs, the Tenths
OF THE Indies belong to my royal crown, and half of a year's falary

on the benefices conferred by me ; with full dominion, abfolute and irre-

vocable, to affift the churches with a fufficient fum annually, for the

decorous maintenance of the divine law, and for a competent falary to

the prelates and other minifters of the holy gofpel, who ferve at the al-

tar. In virtue of which, the fundamental difpofition of the ritual has

been promulgated, that thefe obje6ls may be duly fulfilled. My crown

remains under the obligation of fupplying, at the expence of the reft of

the rents of its patrimony, the fum deficient to which thefe, annually, may

2 not
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not amount, for the enriowmcnts and other holy purpofrs ; and there-

fore, it is incumbent upon all thofe afling under my royal authority to

be watehfnl over, to have good difcretion in the adminiftration of the

decimal produttions, and to divide them amongfl: the parties interelled,

with due exaftnefs and integrity, that the holy churches, parilhes, and

hofpitals, under the immediate fovercign prote6lion, may not feel an\'

injury or wrong, nor my royal excliequer be called upon for its pledged

jefponfibility. I therefore command, that the royal officers do aflfill at

all the public fales and accounts of the tenths, and tha they likcwife

attend to the ereftions and repairs of the churches, and duly examine

the cxpence of each, and that they ultimately prevent all frauds and

impofitions, to the end that the participants may have dieir right, and

that my royal eftates may not be charged with any rcfponfibility for de-

licicncies. Having confidered that the new eftablifhment and fyftem of

intendancies may offer doubts, on the method propofed for carrying the

feveral regulations into effeft, I have thought proper, conformably to

the true fpirit of the laws already in being, to annex the following com-

mands, for the purpofe of facilitating the new arrangement, and to in-

fure the moil exa6l execution of all the matters it contains."

Here follow dire6lions for the calling of meetings, and a lift of the

officers commanded to attend them, with a great number of rules for fc-

curing to the government a due adminiftration of their feveral fun^^ions.

And it win be feen, by the following extrafts, that the happinefs of the

people, the prefervation of good order, and the improvement of the coun-

try, areobjeftsnot lefs regarded by the Spanifli monarchy, than theefta-

bliffiment of its religious perfuafion, or profiting by the itnmenfe wealth

which South America is capable of yielding.

" Confiding in the care and attention which has been manifcftcd by

the Intendants of provinces, I command that they do, by means of them-

felves, or fubaltern judges, gain a thorough knowledge of the lives, in-

clinations, and cuftoms of the people fubjeft to their government ; that

they chaftife the lazy, and thofe of bad intentions, who, far from fup-

porting the good order and police of their refpeftive towns, caufe in-

quietudes and fcandal, disfiguring, with their vices and iazinefs, the good
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face of tilings, defpifing the laws, and perverting the defigns of thofe

aniongll them who are virtiioully dil'pofed. They are not, however, un-

der colour or pretext of their authority, to be inquifitive, or to meddle

in the life, genius, j)rivate purfuits, or domeflic concerns of individuals,

nor to take cognizance of reports or unellabiiflied accufations that can-

not influence the good example of the people, nor diflurb the tranquillity

of the public government.

'• For the due adminillration of juftice, and the circumflances which

have already been provided for by the foregoing articles, it appears, that

whatever may conduce to the happinefs or profperity of my vafl'als,

fliould and ought lo be diligently attended to and obferved by the ma-

giflrates and olficcrs of police. For this efpecial purpofe, I order that

the Intendants do procure, from engineers of the greateft renown and

abilities, topographical maps of their refpeftive provinces, in which are

to be difl;inguifhed their boundaries, mountains, woods, rivers, lagoons,

and all other matters worthy of note ; and to this end, the engineers fo

employed are to execute their commifTions with all the promptitude, ex-

aflnefs, and punfluality of expreflion poflible ; they are to become ac-

quainted with the temperature and qualities of the fcveral foils, and of

the natural produ£lions, not only of the animal and vegetable, but of the

mineral, kingdoms ; of the mountains, valleys, paflures, and meadows

;

of the rivers which are capable of being widened, made navigable, and ul-

timately to communicate with the ocean ; the expence of fuch undertak-

ings, and the benefits that would rcfult to my fubjefts from carrying fuch

works into cfTcft. They are to make themfelves perfectly fatisfied in what

places new channels or aquedu6ls might be made, which would, be ufeful

for the watering of the lands under cultivation, and for the purpofe of re-

ducing labour by the eretlion of mills. To report the Rate of the bridges

;

pointing out thofe which require repairing, and the pafles over whicii

additional ones ought to be thrown. What roads can be amended, im-

proved or fhortcned ; what prote6tion or guards iiie nccelllirv for their

fecurity. In what parts are growing timbers, ufeful for fliip-building

m the provinces, or valuable in the European arfenals ; they are to cer-

lii'y and report upon the induflry and commerce of the dillricls ; the

fea-

i.
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fea-ports capable of {heiierinfr ved'cls, which from tlicir fituation and

utihty ought to be kept open, and fuch as are prcjucUcial that had better

be fliut. The Intcndants will alfo inform themfelves of the means of

bettering the condition oimy people, by augmenting their comforts, and

by conferring the happincfs and profperity of my dominions. With

thefe objc6ls before them, they are to take efpecial care, that, in

the towns or villages, within their refpeCtive provinces, ihcy do not al-

low of vagabonds without deftination, nor people without inclination to

work ; but that tlicy make the fturdy, and of competent age to manage

arms, in! ill into my royal regiments, engage in my marine lervice, or on

board fiiips of commerce ; or elfe that they order fuch perfons to be cm-

ployed in the repairing or eredling fuch public works, as fliall be judged

mofl proper, according to the circumilances of each individual's cafe.

Should any fuch perfons be unfit for work, and mendicants by profcf-

fion, they fhall be taken up, put into hofpitals, and there be employ-

ed each accprding to his flrength ; but if it can be proved that they arc

reftlefs unquiet fubje6ls of no refponfibility, and bad charatler, the penal-

ties eflabiifhed by the laws of the Indies arc to be infli£led, and ilich

vagrants are to be fent to hard labour in the mines, or to the IVc-

fidios."

Thefe ordinances are alfo the firll of a great number of regulations,

which follow for the encouragement of induflrv, the ciiltivaiion of the

furface, and extending the mineral property of ihcfc kingdoms, in which

is difplayed no lefs zeal and concern for the profperit v and comforts of

all the inhabitants, whether of Spanifh extraction or j;'> native Indians,

than for the interefl which the SpaniOi crown poffcncs m fccuring to it-

felf the monopoly of this valuable part of its extcnfive empire. For as

the kingdom of Chili cannot but be regarded as capable of producing

great wealth, as well from its furface as from its inexhaufliblc mineral

produtlions, it may fairly be edcemed as one of the riched territories

belonging to His Catholic Majelly. In order, however, to promote the

growth of the greatefl quantity of corn and number of cattle, encourage-

ment fhould be given to the lower orders of the people to become in-

dullrious, and to prefer the picafant purfuits of cultivation, to that fupine

and
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and ina6livc way of lift* to which tliey have been too lonjr accuflomcd ;

for if a fpirit of indullry were generally diffufcd amongd them, and due

rewards iield out for working the valuable metals, the prcfent habits of

indolence would probably be overcome ; and as there docs not cxift any

phyfical impediment to exertion cither from climate or any local cir-

cumnance, it is not poflible 10 afcertain what might be the fum of the

return from the productive labour of this highly favored country, when

fuch labour fliould be properly dirctted to the leveral fources of its latent

wealth. The influence of the ccclefiartical orders over the minds of the

people, and the preference which is given by them, and the generality

of the inhabitants, to an ufelefs unworthy Hfe of lazinefs and begging,

will continue to operate againfl: any change ; and it is much to be ap-

prehended, that noUiing but a totally new modification of their prefent

fchemc of fociety, can infure to the individuals, and to the (late under

which they are protefted, the advantages that a reform in their politi-

cal fyflcm promifes in future to bellow.

Confidering that the time we had now been abfcnt from the vefTeis

had been of fufficicnt length to accomplifh the feveral fervices I had left

to be performed, preparations were made for our return to Valparaifo
;

and after exprefling our moft grateful acknowledgments for the weighty

obligations conferred upon us, by the unremitting attention to our pre-

fent comforts, and anxious concern for our future welfare, which on

every occafion had been exhibited by His Excellency the Prefident, and

making offer of" our beft thanks for the friendly, hofpitable, and polite

entertainment wc had received from other individuals during our flay in

the capital, we took our leave, and proceeded from St. Jago towards

Valparaifo. The fame mode of conveyance as that to which we had

before refortcd, was now adopted for our journey back to the fea coafl.

Neither the road we had to retrace, nor the country on either fide of it,

prefented any thing in the courfe of our travelling worthy of remark,

that I have not fufficiently noticed on our journey to St. Jago, except-

ing that the road, which from the loofenefs of the materials with which

it is formed, had fuffcred, as I fufpe6led it would, very much by the de-

fcending waters from the mountains, and in many places it was greatly

injured

I'
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injured by the rain that had fallen during our refidencc at St. Jngo ; and

it is much to be feared, unlefs fome means can be adopted for its fecu-

rity, and to prevent the injurious efFe6ls of the defccnding torrents, that

this valuable defign projected by Don Ambrofio will in a great meafure

be defeated.

On our arrival at Valparaifo I found mofl of our bufinefs in a Rate of

forwardnefs ; the mainmafl had been repaired and vas got on board, but

on our attempting to rig the mainyard, it was found to be rotten nearly TimrfJayiG.

half through in the middle of it, and in this flate intirely unlit for fervice

;

this was a mortification I did not expe6l to have met with, and as there

was no poflibility of procuring at this place a fpar of fulhcient fize to

replace it, the only means we had of repairing the defe6l was by making

a temporary yard out of a fpare maintopmall, with the addition of the

yard arms of the yard which was decayed, and which I was extremely

forry to obferve were by no means in a perfeftly found condition.

Although a further detention at Valparaifo was now unavoidable, }ct

that was not the only circumftance which produced me concern on this

occafion ; for this additional difafter was of fo ferious a nature, that when

I came to refleft on the difabled condition of our main-mart, and that our

main-yard would be in three pieces, I was under the cruel ncceflitv of

giving up all further thoughts of recommencing our furvcy of the coafl

to the fouthward of the iflands of Chiloe, and to determine on making

the befl of our way from this port round cape Horn to St. Helena. I

could not, however, avoid having fome apprehenfion left our very crij)-

pled (late fhould prove infufficient to preferve the veftel amidft the boif-

terous feas we had to encounter in this pafTage, notwithftanding that every

precaution within our power that could be deviled was reforted to, for the

purpofe of making the maft and yard as lecure as podible.

The regret I felt in being thus compelled to abandon the examina-

tion of this almoft unknown, yet intercfting part of the coaft, is not to

be defcribed ; becaufe I had anxioufly hoped that I fhould have been

enabled by our re-equipment at Valparaifo, to have carried into effeft

the whole of the commifTion which His Majefty had been pleafed to in-

trufl to my execution ; but under all the circumflances of botii the vefTels

condition,
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condition, I did >ioi ronfidor mv (elf warranted to indulge iny inclinationi

at llu" Ii:i/;u{l of His Majc-ny's (hips under my command, and at the rilk

of the lives- of fo niaiiv valuable men, who had cheerfully endured the

fatigues of our I'ormcr furvcv, and who, after fo long an abfence from

their native countrv were intitled, in a peculiar manner, to every care and

proiedion that were in my power, for the purpofe of infunng them a fafe

return to their families and friends.

The main-vard was lent on (hore, and the carpenters were immediately

f-mploved ujjon it ; but as I could not flatter myfclf that it would be in a

Hate fit to be received again on board in lefs than eight or ten days, I em-

plo) ed this interval in examining the (lores and provifions with which we

had been fupplied, in attending to the repairs of the vcfTels, vifiting the

oblervatt)ry on Ihore, and making fome obfervations on the harbour and

town of V'alparaifo ; with which, and the refult of the allronomical and

nautical obfervations made during our ftay, I (hall conclude this chapter.

The caulkers were yet bufy on the decks and other parts of the Dif-

covery, and the rigging demanded infinitely more repair than I had fup-

poled it would have required, owing to the very rotten and deca^-ed flate

of almofl every rope on board. In thefe e(rential fervices the artificers

were conflantly engaged, whiKl; the reft of the crew were employed in

procuring a full (u|)])ly of water, and fuch a ftock of flour and other pro-

vifions as I confidcred would be necefTary until we fhould arrive at St.

Helena.

Ships dellitied to tlic port of Valparaifo, fhould endeavour during the

fuumier months to make the coafl well to the fouthward of the bay, in

order that a fair wind may be infurcd for entering the bay. The fouih-

eily winds, which in general extend from 60 to 70 leagues from the

coall;, modly prevail until the month of may ; and from the middle of

that month during all the months ofJune, July, auguft, and feptember,

I was given to underftand the prevailing winds were from the north.

Tiiefe winds are commonly attended with great quantities of rain, and

very foggy weather, but they do not often blow with much \ iolcnce.

As foon as the wind returns to the fouthward the dry feafon commences,

and fo it continues with little variation during the remainder of the year.

Thefe
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Thcfe winds, however, frequcnth' blow very {Irong, lo as to break vcT-

fels adrift, though well fecured by anchors on the (hore, near to the

town of Valparaifo. VVidiin four or five leagues of the point of Angels,

which is the wellern point of the bay, is a low rocky point, near to which

is a detached high barren rock; thefe points lie troni each other S./31 w.

and N.51 E. To the northward of the above low rocky point, are

fome fcattered rocks, that lie about two miles from the point, and about

a fourth of that diftance from the fliore, and to the northward of thele

rocks is a fandy bay, on the north-ealt fide of which is a houle. In

this bay I was led to believe that anchorage might be had, though the

fituation is certainly very much expofed. The point of Angels, (oft'

which are alfo fome rocks lying very near to it,) may be approached by

failing at the diflance of half a league from the (hore, and as foon as the

point is pafTed the town of Valparaifo is inflantly difco\ered. About

feven miles to the north-eafl from this point is a clufter of rocks lying

at fome difta^nce from the fltore, on which the fea breaks violently ; but

we had no opportunity of afcertaining their fituation with any degree

of precifion. The bay is about four miles wide, and about a mile

deep ; apparently free from any fort of danger ; but as it is greatly ex-

pofed to the northerly winds, the trading vefTels conltantly moor with

two good anchors and cables in that dire6lion, and with other cables

faft to anchors on fhore, in 5 or 6 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom,

near to the cuftom-houfe ; by which means it is expefted that the officers

of the revenue may be enabled to prevent any contraband trade, by

vigilantly attending to their duty in the day time, and by a rowing

guard during the night. The depth of the water gradually increafes

with the dillance from the fliore to 35 fathoms, and the bottom be-

comes more tenacious. In the depth of 16 fathoms, in which we took

our ftation, it was a very fl:iff clay. Here we moored a cable each way,

to the northward and to the fouthward, the point of Angels bearing by

compafs N. 35 w., the fort in the town n. 86 w., the redoubt on the

hill s. 5 E., the church at Almandrel s. 6^ e., the eaft fort n. 83 e., the

eafl; point of the bay n. 57 e., and the nearelt fliore s. 7 w., a cable's

length difl;ant.
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On the to|) of a hill, on the eaft fide of the bay, is an open or bar-

bet battery, lately cre6ted with flone and brick, and capable of mount-

ing ten guns ; this bcittery commands all that fide v' the bay, the beach,

and the village of Almandrel. On the fummit of another hill is a ftone

redoubt, of a circular form, with eleven embrafures ; thelc command
the beach and village of Almandrel to the eaftward, the bay to the

northward, and the town and harbour of Valpa'-aifo to the north-wefl-

ward. Although this fortification was in a moft neglefted and ruinous

condition, we were given to underfl^and, that the principal magazine

was inclofed within its ruins. The largeft and moft confiderable fortifi-

cation is in the middle of the town, within which is the refidence of the

governor. It is fituated on a fmall eminence, one fide of which is open

to the fea, and is feparated from ^t only by a very narrow pafs. The
height of the lower wall, which is ftrong, and well built with mafonry,

is about fifteen feet to the embrafures ; of which, there are fix that front

the fea, two (ace the fireet to the eaftward, and two look into the

market-place to the weftward. The upper part of the hill is furround-

ed by another ftrong ftone wall, about ten feet in height, and half way

up the hill ; a third wall croffes it, which ftiews three embrafures to the

fea, immediately over the fort and the governor's houfe below. At

the place where this wall terminates, which is near the fummit of the

eminence, the fide of the hill fidls perpendicularly down into a deep

gully, by which the fort is encompafted, and which might be the means

of rendering this fortification unaftailable, and a place that might long

be maintained, were it not for other hills within mufket-ftiot, which

command every part of it. The fpuce inclofed by the lower wall is

about four hundred yards in length, and in fome places about one hun-

dred in breadth ; here are the barracks for the troops, and at the upper

end is a building, in which a court is held, for the regulation of the

police of tiie tov/n. A door, in that fide of the wall which faces the

market-place, is the only entrance, and leads by a winding ftair-cafe

to different parts of the fortification. There is one other fortification,

about half a mile from the fort, fituated on the weft fide of the bay, at

the foot of a high hill, and but little elevated above the level of the

fea.
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fea. This (hews a fare of five cmbrafurcs to the eaft, and in that

direftion commands the weft fide of the bay ; three embrafurcs to the

northward are fo difpofed, as to be able to open upon any vefTel the

inftant (lie pafles round the point of Angels; whilft two other, to the

fouthward, command the fhips lying in the harbour or the bay. We
computed that thefe feveral places contained about feventv pieces

of cannon, many of which were without proper carriages, and fome

were lying difmounted under tlie walls of the lower battery in the

town.

From the wcftern fort fome rof ks extend into the bay, and the bot-

tom is too foul for vefiels of any force to anchor nearer to this for-

tification than about four hundred yards ; but they may approach

and anchor in a very eligible fituation, within about two hundred and

fifty yards of the garrifon or principal fortrefs ; and neither of thefe

places, in their prefent fituation, would be able to refift a well-direfted

fire even from two or three frigates.

It appeared to us to be very extraordinary, that, under the exifting

circumftances of Europe, and during a war between Spain and France,

the fortifications at Valparaifo fliould remain in fuch a negle6led, ruinous,

and dcfencelefs ftatc, and that no mcafures fhould either be refortcd to,

or appear to be in contemplation, for putting them into a more re-

fpeftable condition ; efpecially as it is from this port that the kingdom

of Peru principally depends for its fupply of grain ; in return for which

fugar, tobacco, indico, and fpirits, are imported into Valparaifo. Tar

we found not only to be a very fcarce but dear article, as the expence

of the quantity which was neceflary for our new cables, was nearly

equal to that of the workmanftiip and raw material of which they were

compofed.

The houfes in Valparaifo, on account of the earthquakes which fre-

quently happen in South America, like thofe at St. Jago, confiftofthe

ground floor only ; the walls are built with mud, and plaftered over with

a preparation of lime ; they are convenient, well adapted to the climate,

and are in general handfomely furniflied. In the town and in the vil-

lage of Almandrel there are fix churches, within the diocefe of the arch-
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bidiop of St. Jago, but under the direftion of a vicar, who refides at

Valparaifo, and is amenable for his conduft to the archbifhop. The

town and its ncigiibourhood are under the jurifdiclion of the governor,

who receives liis appointment, with a falary of four thoufand dollars per

annum, from the king of Spain ; but he is neverthelefs under the im-

mediate orders and controul of the Captain-general. All civil and mili-

tary caufes are heard at St. Jago. Capital ofli^nces are feldom commit-

ted ; a man was found guilty on a charge of felony, and hanged about

three )'ears before our arrival, a punifhment that, we underftood, was fel-

dom known to be inflifted.

I could not afcertain what were the revenues of the king of Spain

on the exports and imports at Valparaifo, the colle6lion of which is an

important part of the governor's bufinefs : nor was I able to fatisfy my-

felf as to the amount of dollars which are annually fent from this port

to Old Spain, but I had reafon to believe it was not lefs than one mil-

lion and an half. The quantity of gold and filver coined into money at

Mexico is prodigious ; I obtained an account of the coinage there, from

the ift of January to the 31(1 of december, 1793, by which it appeared

that the total amount was as under

:

In gold. In filver. Total.

pefos, or hard dollars, pefos, pefos,

884,262. 23,428,680. 24,312,942.

This, however, was the greateft quantity of fpecie ever known in one

year to have been coined in the money-houfe at Mexico.

In anfwer to a letter, which by the defire of Se:Y- Don Ambrofio I had

written to him, acquainting him with our fafe return to Valparaifo, he

had the goodnefs to exprcfs the mod ferious concern for the decayed

flate in which I had the misfortune to find our main-yard ; and in a letter

to Governor Alava, he direded him to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fup-

ply us with a new one, by fearching amongfl; the traders in the port ; and

Hating that he had underllood from the (hip Mercury, a main-yard for

the Difcovery might be procured. Although we could not on this occa-

fion avail ourfelves of the Prefident's kind attention, yet thefe letters

breathed
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Fridair 24.

Saturday 25,

breath.^d not only fo much fricndlinefs and anxiety for the prcfcrvation

of our little community, but exhibited fuch earnefl. foliciiudc for the fafe

return of Our expedition to Europe, left the important information we

iiad to communicate fliould be loft to the world, that I cannot rcfift

noticing this circumftance as an additional proof of the goodncfs and

magnanimity of His Excellency the Prefident of Chili.

The wind, which had been generally in the fouthern quarter, blowing

gently, and fubfiding into a cahn towards the evening, changed to the

north, and was accompanied by a very heavy rain, that continued with

little intermiflion all the following day. After the rain ceafcd, the wea-

ther was cloudy and unplcafant until faturday, when the wind returned

to the s. S.W., with fair and moderate weather, notwithftanding which

the Chatham's fmall bower cable, in coniequence of its being completely

worn out, broke, which obliged Mr. Puget to warp the veftel nearer in

fhore, and to moor to an anchor on the beach ; after which the anchor,

with the remainder of the cable, was recovered. On the nionday fol- Monday 27

lowing the carpenters finifhed the main yard, and it was got on l)oard

and rigged, the caulkers had nearly finifhed their bufincfs ; and, as I was

very anxious to take our departure, I gave orders for the obfcrvaiory

and inllruments to be received on board, and the vefFcls to be made

ready for proceeding to fea the (irft favorable opportunity. It was not,

however, until the 5th of may, that we had fulhcient wind to encourage

us to unmoor, which was done about fix in the morning, with a light

breeze of wind from the fouth ; but this foon dying away, we returned

nearly to the place from whence we had come. On a frefii breeze fpring-

ing up, about noon the next day, from the fouth and s. by w., we un- Wcdncf. 6

moored, and after faluting the fort with thirteen guns, (which were equal-

ly returned) and taking our leave of Governor Alava, and the reft of our

very hofpitable friends at Valparaifo, we made fail from the port, in

company with the Chatham and a Spanidi brig and fchooner.

The trade of this port is carried on in (hips from two hundred and

fifty to feven hundred tons burthen ; in which is annually exported to

Lima about fifteen thoufand tons of whci.!; and wheat-flour, large quan-

tities of fmall cordage, dried fait fifh, and apples, pears, and peaches, in
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great abundance. All goods imported are landed on a foft Tandy bank

lying before the cuftom-houfe, and from thence carried into the ware-

houfes, or removed to diflant parts of the country on the backs of mules

;

by which conveyance the articles for exportation are in like manner

brought down to the fhore. Moft kinds of vegetables, and a great va-

riety of fruits, as well thofe of the northern parts of Europe, as thofe

common in the tropical countries, were here procured in great plenty,

were all excellent of their kinds, and were very cheap : the water was

extremely good, though the mode of obtaining it was fomewhat tedious,

as we were obliged to fill our cafks from pipes of a fmall bore, through

which it was conduced from the refervoir in the market-place down to

the water-fide. Although there was no perceptible current in the bay,

the rife and fall of the tide was evidently about three feet.

Astronomical and Nautical Observations.

On the 27th of march, 1795, Kendall's chronometer, ac-

cording to the laft rate, fliewed the longitude to be - 287° 46' 50"

Arnold's No. 14, 287 53 35
Ditto 176, >,--.. 286 30 50

The true longitude, as afcertained at the obfervatory, by

39 fets of lunar diftances, was . - . . 288 28 52

By which it appears, that Kendall's chronometer was

42' 2"; Arnold's No. 14, 35' 17"; and Arnold's No. 176,

i''58' 2" to the weftward of true longitude.

By equal altitudes, taken on the 26th of april, 1 795,

Kendall's chronometer was found to be faft of mean

time at Greenwich, on that day at noon, - ioh59' 23" 15'"

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 29 34
Arnold's No. 14, faft of mean time, at Greenwich, ditto, 6 15 10 15

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 25 10

Arnold's No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich, ditto, 13 28 33 15

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 58 57
The
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The latitude of the obfervatory, by c.velve meri-

dional altitudes of the mn, was found to be 33' 1' 30"

The variation, by two different compaffes, and

by fix fets of obfervations on each, - 14 49
The vertical incHnation of the magnetic needle

Marked end, North face Eaft,

Ditto, ditto Weft,

Ditto, South face Eaft,

Ditto, ditto Weft,

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle,
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CHAPTER VI.

Quit Valparaif)—Proceed to thefouihward—Pafs to thefouth cf cape Horn
— Ufelcfs fearch for the \fla Grande— Fart company with the Chatham—
Arrive at St. Helena— Join the Chatham there—Leave St. Helena—Cap-

ture llie Macaffar Dutch Eajt India Man—Proceed to the northward—
Dtfcover a number of vejfels under convoy of His Majefly'sjhip Sceptre—
Join the convoy, and proceed with it to the Shannon—Difcovery proceeds

from thence to the river Thames,—AJlronomical and nautical obfervations.

«795
Mav.

Thuifday

Saturday g.

JriAVING appointed with Mr. Puget our next rendezvous to be at

St. Helena, with a frefh breeze varying between s. s.w. and s. by £.,

we left the bay cf Valparaifo, and pafled the point of Angels, fleering

to the w. s,.\v. The weather was clear and plcafant, yet a heavy fwell

from the s. s.w. indicated very boiflerous weather in that quarter ; the

wind, however, continued to blow a gentle gale from the fouth-weftern

quarter, with which we made confiderable progrefs. From the ex-

tremely worn-out ftate of our fails, the foretopmaft ftayfail fplit, and

on a furvcy of our other fails and cables, we were under the neceffity of

condemning a bed bower cable, a foretopfail, and main topmaft ftayfail,

which were unbent, and replaced by others that could fcarcely be con-

fidered to be in a much more ferviceable condition.

The obferved latitude, on faturday, was found to be 33° 21' fouth,

the longitude, by Arnold's chronometer, No. 14, 282" 5'; by No. 176,

282° 36' 30" ; by Kendall's, 282" 6' 45" ; and by the dead reckoning

282° 25'; the variation of the compafs 13" 15' eaftwardly. The wind

veered for a few hours to the north-weft, and blew a frefti gale, with

which we dire6led our courfe towards the s. s. e., until it returned to its

former
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Former fouih-weflern quarter, when we fliould luuc been able to have

made great progrels to the (buthward, had we not been repeated-

ly under the neceiniy of fliortening fail for the Chadiani, which was far

a-flern. Some petrels, and fix or eight pintados, were feen about the

fhip, and two days afterwards fcveral large aibatrofifes were obferved at

no great diltance. The weather continued to be pleafant until the 19th,

when the wind changed to the north-weft, and was attended by very

thick difagrecable fqually weather. Our courfe was again diretled to

the s. s. E. ; and it gave me concern that we were not able to avail our-

felves of this favorable wind, without rifking a feparation from the Chat-

ham ; for, notwithltanding the additional quantity of ballaft which (he

had taken on board at Vaiparaifo, ftie did not appear to be improved

in her failing : about noon her fignal was made with a gun to make

more fail. The wind incrcafed from the weft; and north-weft, ac-

companied by very heavy fqualls of hail and rain ; in the courfe of the

night falfe fires were burnt, to denote our fituation to our confort,

and on the next forenoon her fignal was again repeated to make more \\'cdner. 20.

fail; but as we ftill kept incrcafmg our diftance from her, about noon

I ordered the mainfail to be hauled up, and a reef taken in each of the

topfails. At this time, in latitude 50" 50' fouth ; longitude, by Arnold's

No. 14, 280" 33' 45"; by No. 176, 281° 32' 30"; by Kendall's chrono-

meter 280° 25' 30" ; and by the dead reckoning 281° 1
1'

; the variation of

\he compafs was obferved to be 17° eaftwardly ; and cape Noir to bear

by compafs, according to the Spanifli charts, S.42K., diftant too

leagues, but, by our calculations, it bore by compafs s. 46 1:., and was

at the diftance of 107 leagues.

As we proceeded to the ibutliward the weather gradually changed for

the worfe, and the wind, which, with little interruption, had hitherto

been agreeable to our wilhes, now became turbulent, and blew at times

in very heavy fqualls ; in one of thefe, about three o'clock on friday

afternoon, we carried away the maintopfail flieet : this obliged us to

take in the fail ; on the gale increafing the ibretopfail was furled ;

and, fearful of any ferious accident, either to our main yard or maft, I

direfted tlie mainfail to be taken in, and the topgallant yards and mafts
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>795' to be flruck, in order that the weak parts might be ftrained as little

^_ -,- J as could be helped ; about an hour afterwards, the (larboard bumkin

was alfo carried away, and the wind, at w. s.w., continued to blow

with great violence until midnight, when it became fomewhat more mo-

derate, and we were enabled to fet the mainfail and Ilorm ftayfail.

Falfe fires were burnt during the night as fignals to the Chatham.
Saturday 23. Towards the next morning, after lowering the topfails, and hauling

up the mainfail, in a heavy fquall of wind and hail, we wore the fhip,

to wait for our confort. In the afternoon, although the wind con-

tinued nearly from the fame quarter, the weather became more mo-

derate, and we were able to get up our topgallant yards and mafts,

and to make the beft of our way towards the fouth, direfting our

courfe as much to the eaftward as the variation of the wind would

permit. This favorable change, however, was not of long duration

;

Monday 25. for, in the afternoon of the 25th, on the wind veering to the weft and

north-weft, we were obliged to clofe-reef the fore and maintopfail,

and take in the mizentopfail. The gale continued to increafe with

1 ucfday 26. fo much violcncc, that, by feven o'clock on tuefday morning, we were

under the necefliiy of handing our toplails, and getting the top-gal-

lant yards and mafts down upon deck, to relieve the mafts, and to

make the ftiip as fnug as poflible. The obferved latitude at noon was.

56° 4' fouth; by Arnold's chronometer No. 14, the longitude appeared

to be 285° 52' 30" ; by No. 176, 286°55'; by Kendall's, 285° 32' 15";

and by the dead reckoning 286° 33'. According to obfervations which

had been procured in the two preceding days, it appeared, that the dead

reckoning had erred thirteen miles in latitude, and twenty-five miles

in longitude, the ftiip having been fet fo far to the north-eaftward. The
wind continued to blow very hard, varying between w. s.w. and w^.n.w.^

until towards the evening, when it altered to the eaft, and e. s. e. brought

with it a very heavy fall of fnow, and blew fo violently, that our wea-

ther maintopf 111 ftieet gave way, and obliged us to take in the fail.

Wednef. 27. About fix o'clock the next morning the wind again changed to the s.w.»

and the weather became fufficiently moderate and clear to get up the

topgallant yards and mafts, and to fet our reefed topfails. Notwithftand-

ing
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ing that at this time there was no great prcffure on any part of the rig-

ging, fo extremely rotten and decayed were our principal ropes and '

>^

fails, that our ftarboard maintopfail Ihcet broke, the gib-boom fnapped

fliort off about the middle, and the wind fplit the mizentopfail. Jul!

before nine o'clock in the forenoon, an idand was feen bearing by coni-

pafs N. 15 w., which at firll we fuppofed to be Diego Ramirez ; but as

that is reprefented by former navigators to be a fingle idand in the latitude

of 56° 38' fouth, longitude 291° 34' ; as t!ie land in fight foon put on the

appearance of being much broken ; as we had foundings about two in

in the afternoon at the diflance of 3 leagues in the depth of 80 fathoms, in

the latitude of 56° 28' fouth, longitude 291° 23'; and as Captain Cook

had paffed between the iflands of St. Ildefonfo and Tierra del Fuego, in

the latitude of 55° 53' fouth, longitude 290° 19' ; I had every reafon to

believe that we had been miftakcn, and that the land we had feen at nine

o'clock was St. Ildcfonfo's ifles, which at this time bore by compafs

w.s.w. Xhe wind was lefs boifterous on the fucceeding day, but ThurfJav.^

the weather continued to be unpleafant, being very dark and gloomy,

with frequent heavy fliowers of fnow. About eleven o'clock at night,

in a fquall of hail, rain, and fnow, the maintopfail was fplit and was re-

placed by another, which although whole and the bell we had, was in a

very unferviceable condition.

Notwithflanding that the fnow continued to fall fo very heavily that

no obfervation for the latitude could be procured, yet by four double

altitudes of the fun taken by two perfons with different inflruments, the

latitude was found to be 56" 57'; the longitude carried on by the dead

reckoning, and corretled by Arnold's chronometer No. 14, appeared to

be 293° 39', and the variation of the compafs 23° eaftwardly.

Confidering that we were now fufficiently advanced to the fouthward

to avoid any inconvenience or interruption from the iflands which lie off

cape Horn, I determined to fliape fuch a courfe to the north-eaflward,

as we proceeded in our route to St. Helena, as might afford me an op-

portunity of feeing and determining the fituation of the Ifla Grande,

the fouthern point of which is dated to be in latitude 45° 30', longitude

313° 20'. On the 30th we were again vifited by flrong gales and heavy Friday 30.

3 O 2 fqualls

• '
'

'

'11

III
1, ..„;

n

til

1

'li

.4*. ,;«

.

»?«.

m

n'IB"" 1

• i'l

M



468 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
«795-

June.

V

—

Monduv

Tiif!cl.iv

Thiiifday4.

Knilay
J.

fqualls of wind from the weft and north-weftern points, which frequently

reduced us to our courfes ; as we proceeded towards the north-eaft, the

latitude by an indifferent obfervation appeared to he 53" 28', and the

longitude at noon brought forward by Arnold's chronometer No. i.|, was

according to the dead reckoning, 299° 9'.

On the ifl: ofJune about fix in the morning, I ordered the foretopfail

to be taken in, for the purpofe of allowing the Chatham to come up with

us, as fhe was at this time far aflem. At day-light the next morning fhe

was in figlit from the maintop, but not from the deck.

Our latitude by the dead reckoning fince the preceding day being

46° 1 6', and the longitude brought forward by Arnold's chronometer No.

14, 310° 8', it was reafonable to conclude, as we had a frefh breeze from

the wefl: and fouth-weft, that we were approaching very rapidly towards

Ida Grande ; and as I was very folicitous to examine the fpace al-

lotted to this ifland, I continued our coutfe to the northward, that we

might fall into its parallel fome leagues to the weftward of the fpot af-

figned to it ; but in the afternoon we were again vifited by a very furi-

ous dorm at firfl from the N. w. but foon afterwards from the s, w.

which obliged us to fleer to the eaflward, under the forefail and clofe-

rcefed maintopfail on the cap, in order that we might keep a-hcad of the

fea which ran exccfTively high, and broke widi great violence. Under

this reduced canvas, we outfailed the Chatham fo much as to lofe fight of

her. The fouth-wefl gale continued to blow very hard until the morning

of the 5th, when it moderated, and was attended by clear, though fe-

verely cold weather. We now flood to the north\vard, and had the

plcafure of rejoining the Chatham. At noon our obferved latitude was

45° 30', longitude 312" 55'; in this fituation I efteemed it to be a very

fortunate circumftance that the weather was fine, and that the horizon

was reinarkably clear in all direftions, excepting between the N. w. and

N.N.K.; fo that had any land been above our horizon within the dif-

tance of from 10 to 20 leagues, it could not pofTibly have efcaped our

notice. Between the limits above-mentioned, which were occupied by

a haze, we could alfo have difcerned land at thediflance of 5 or 6 leagues,

and as it was in this dire6lion that we were fleering, we muft have fallen in

with
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with it had any land there exifted. From noon our courfe was dire(^ed

about N. by f,., which by eight in the evening brought us to the latitude of

4,5° 4', longitude 313° 3'. Tlie weather continued to be tolerably clear

until theclofe of the day, but no land was within our view, nor had wc

the lead rcafon, from any of the ufual indications, to fuppofe ourfclvcs

in its vicinity, excepting from the number of birds that were about the

fhip.

According to Mr. Arrowfmith's comprchenfive chart, (in which tlie Ida

Grande is placed agreeably to the affigned fiiuation of it by Mr. Dalrym-

ple,) the track of Dr. Haliey is laid down about a degree to the wellward

of our path, crolfing the fame parallel in the longitude of about 311° 55';

from which circumftancc it is probable, that thofc on board that veflel faw

a confiderable diftance to the weflward of them. Since therefore we met

with no drift wood, nor other circumftance to indicate our vicinity to land

;

(and had any been near to us in a weRwardly direction, fuch indications

moft likely .would, from the generally prevailing winds, have been prefented

to us), I was led to conclude, that if M. La Roche did difcover any ifland

under the parallel of 45° fouth, that fuch land muft have been to the eall-

ward of our track. Under this perfuafion, about eight in the evening, as

the weather had the appearance of being fine, and the wind moderate, I

fleered a more eaftwardly courfe, with an intention, fhould the winds

prove favorable, to continue about this parallel until we fhould pafs the

meridian of South Georgia; from the fhores of which ifland, it is with

great reafon fuppofed. La Roche fleered to the north, and in that

route fell in with Ifla Grande. It is therefore mofl likely, that if any

fuch land has exiflence, it will be found not very far remote from the

fituation affigned to it by Captain Cook ; a faft I was very defirous of

eflablifhing.

On faturday morning, although the weather was gloomy, ^vith the Saturday 6.

wind from the north, yet it admitted of our ft;eing diflinflly all around

us for feveral leagues ; we continued to fland to the eaflward until four in

the afternoon, when in latitude 45° 6' fouth, longitude 3 14° 50', the at-

mofphere was fufhciently clear to have feen any land above our horizon

at the diftance of 6 or 8 leagues, but nothing of the kind was within the

limits
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limits of our view. TIic wind now vccrcfi to the n.e. and cafl, and

blew a fiefli gale, with which we Rood to the north, in the night to the

y 7- s.i:., and on the Coliowing morning to the s.s.k. and fouth, lo that we

were unable to regain the parallel of /13" without employing more time

than I had now to appropriate to this examination; being, Irom the

extremely bad condition ol our fails and rigging, very anxious to lole no

opportunity of making the bell of our way to St. Helena ; and for this

reafon I gave up all further thought of fearching for Ida Grande, and

continued our courle towards the n. n. e.

This fliort inveltigaiion, however, will ferve to fhew that no fuch ifland

exifts in or about the latitude of 45° fouth, between the meridians 312°

and 313" 20' of eall longitude; and that, as I have already mentioned,

Dr. Ilalley moil likely determined the fame point, namely, that there

was no fuch illand, a degree further to the weftward.

At midnight the Chatham was clofe along fide of us, but by four o'clock

Mond.iy 8. the ncxt morning (lie was nearly out of light a-ftern of the Difcovery, our

mainfail and topgallant-fails were therefore taken in to wait for her nearer

approach ; at day-light flie was feen about three miles a-Ilern, and havingat

this time a fleady frefli gale with fair weather, her fignalwas made to make

more fail, and repeated with a gun feveral times until about ten o'clock,

when the Chatham neither making fail, nor exhibiting any reafon indicative

of her wanting alfiflance, I concluded that fome caufe of no very ferious

nature had retarded her progrefs ; and juft as ^ve had fet our ftudding

lails, I had ilie pleafure to fee her employed in the fame bufinefs alfo.

Shortly after noon the wind veered to the s. w. and having increafed

our diftance from the Chatham very confiderably, we Ihortened fail to

wait for her coming up, concluding that (he would foon overtake us un-

der our then reduced quantity of canvas. In thefe expeftations however

we were difappointed ; at ten at night the wind had again frefhened from

the N.N.w. ; we now burnt a ialfe fire to denote our fituation to our

'! aujr/ 9. confort, but this was not anfwered, and by two the next morning the

wind veered to the wellward, and blew a very ilrong gale, during which,

left we fhould lole the Chatham, we hauled up the mainfail and clofe-

reefed the topfails; but as at day-light flie was not in fight from the maft-

2 head,
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head, and as I did not know in \\Iiat direftion to fcarch (or her, I could

not but confider the interiotJiy of her Killing had at ienjTth completed

our reparation, and in (he hope I'iat we fhould meet all well at St.

Helena, our next rendezvous, we made the heft of our way thither,

by continuing our courli.* to the north-caftward. i iu obfervcd latitude

at noon was 36" 45', longitude according to Arnold's chronometer No.

14, 324' 43', and the variation of the compafs 6" eaftwardlv. The
wind continued to blow very hard at times, attended by heavy rains,

and thick cloudy fqually weather, in which our fails frequently fplit,

and our topfail-fheets and other efl'ential parts of the rigging gave way,

until the 20th, when it became more moderate, and in latitude 31° 38'

fouth, longitude 347" 10', brought forward by Arnold's chronometer No.

14, the fhip appeared to have been fet 25 miles of latitude towards the

north, and 34 miles of longitude towards the eaft of the reckoning.

About half paft five o'clock on funday morning, Richard Jones, one Sunday 21.

of the feamep, unfortunately fell overboard from the main chains and

was drowned. The accident had no fooner happened than a grating was

thrown overboard, and the fliip was inftantly hove to, for the purpofe of

affording him every afliftance ; but this was to no effeft, for the poor

fellow funk immediately, and was never more feen. By this melancholy

event the fervice loft a very able feaman, and his comrades a good mem-

ber of their fociety. On the following day at noon, in latitude 32° 3'

fouth, longitude 351° 15', it appeared that the fhip was 9 miles of lati-

tude to the northward, and 25 miles of longitude to the caftward of

our reckoning; and that the variation of the compafs by two fcts of

azimuths was now 11° 20' weftwardly. The eaftwardly variation fecmed

to have ceafed about the lOih of June, as in latitude 35" .}3' fouth, lon-

gitude 232° 5', it had decreafed to 16', and fince that period the wefterly

variation had been gradually increafing as we proceeded to the north-

ward.

No circumftances of importance, or fuch as are worthy to be recorded,

took place, until about two o'clock in the afternoon of the 2d of July,

when after experiencing tolerably pleafant weather for the preceding ten

days, the ifland of St. Helena was difcovered bearing by compafs n. by e.
;

about
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about eight in the evening we fhoitcned fail, and hanled our wind on the

(larl)oai(l tack, as tlie illand now extended by compafs from N.3W. to

>:.;]] \^. .tt the didance of about .5 l(-agues ; at day-hght tlie next niorn-

Mig we made fail (or St. Helena ba\', and about lix o'clock we had the

ha[)[)ineis of dii'eoverini; tlie Chatluun in the roulh-eallern quarter. As we

wi're now fall approaching a port IVoni whence it was rcafonable to ex-

pect that opportunities wt)uld IVecpiently occur, during the time of our

re-equipment there, to cc-minunieate with our friends in England, I

decnicd it (">q)ecliein that the order Ihould be publicly read, wliicii I had

}ecc'l\fd from the Lords of th.e Admiralty, directing me to demand thi'

log books and journals which had been kept, and the charts, drawings,

&c. which had been executed by the ofiicers, petty officers, and gentle-

men on boaixl the Difcoverv, and direfcting alio, that I fhould enjoin

them and the whole of die crew not to divulge where they had been, until

they fliould have permilhon fo to do : and a copy of this order was fent to

Mr. Pusjet, widi my diretUons to enforce the fame on board the Chatham

alfo.

As we approached the bay of St. Helena, I had the mortification to

ft'e a Hcet of large fhips (landing out, and apparently bound to the

northwaid. This fleet I confidered to be from the Eafl; Indies, and that

it was mofl jjrobably bound to England, under the protetlion of which I

fliould have been haj>py to have performed the remainder of our voyage
;

for we were in no fituation to contend with the enemies fliips of equal

force, ncn- to have cfcaped from thofe of fuperior weight of metal. At

half pad eight o'clock we anchored in 16 fathoms water, and moored

with a cable each way. In the bay of St. Helena we found the Arnifton

Kafl Indianian, and an American brig. After fainting the fort with tliir-

tcen guns, which were returned, accompanied by Mr. Puget, I paid ray

compliments to the governor, and underflood from him, that the fleet of

hips which we had feen depart from th'^ ifland as we had approached it

in the morning, was, as I had imagined, a fleet of Eafl; Indiamen, toge-

ther with feveral (ail of Dutch prizes under the convoy of His Majefty's

fliip Sceptre, commanded by Captain Effington.

I was

*•'
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. I was received by the go^•crnor of St. Helena with his accuHomed po-

litenels, and having underftood from him tliat hoflililies had taken place

between the court of London, and the united Rates of Holland, I fent

an oflicer on board a Dutch Eail Indiaman which I had perceived to be

coming into the bay, and took polfelfion of her as a prize.

The great plenty of excellent refrefiiments with which we had been

fupplied during our refidence amongil our very hofpitable friends at

Valparaifo, had not onlv eradicated every appeaiance of the fcurvv be-

fore our departure from that port, but had fo completely rc-e(lal)li(hed

the health of every individual on board (myfelf excepted) that al-

though we had now been hfty-eight days at fea, during which tune we
had experienced much bad weather, particularly in that part of the

palfage as we had approached the wedern coall of Patagonia, and until

we had palled round cape Horn and proceeded lome dillanco to the

norih-eaftward ; and had alio been obliged to make great exertions, and

to endure gr.eat fatigue, owing to the repeated accidents that had befallen

our fails and rigging, and the additional labour at the i)umps confequent

on the leak in the fore part of the velfel ; I had the iiiexpreflible happi-

nefs of feeing all my officers and men return to a Briiilh lettlement, after

an abfence from England of more than four years and a (|uartcr, per-

feftly vi'cll in health, and with conllitutions apparently unimpared by the

extremely laborious fervicc in which they had been fo long employed,

and to which without a murmur they had, at all times, and in all wea-

ther, uniformly fubmitted with great zeal and alacrity.

Noiwitliltanding that I had the additional fiiisfadion to hear, from Mr.

Puget, that the crew of" the Chatham were now in a convalefcent ftate, yet

I was much concerned to become acquainted that their health, as well

as that of the officers, had fullered very materially indeed in their

late palfage from Valparaifo. Although, previoully to our departure

from that port, every precaution within our power had been taken to

make both veflels as equal as it were pollible to the talk which they

had to perform jjt the then advanced feafon of the year, through lb

tempeftuous and inhofpitable a region; yet the fmallnefs of the Chat-

ham had made her more liable to the influence of the bad weather
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than ihe Difcovery, and this will ferve to account for her progrels

having been fo very frequently interrupted. For fixteen days toge-

ther Mr. Puget had been under the neceflity of keeping in the dead

lights, and from the violence of her motion her decks and fides had be-

come open and fo leaky, that his people were conftantly in a wet humid

ftate when they retired from the deck, on which, previoufly to their

making cape Horn, five men only in a watch were able to do duty
;

the red being rendered incapable of it by rheumatic complaints. Velfels

of the Chatham's fize fhould certainly make choice of the fummer feafon

to infure a good paffage round the fouthern promontory of America ;

for although the prevailing winds in the winter months of may, June,

and July, may expedite their voyage, yet this advantage is more than

counterbalanced by the fhortnefs of the days, the feverity of the climate,

and the very ftormy weather which is attendant on this time of the year;

this Mr. Puget reprefented as having had the effe6l of keeping the Chat-

ham, comparatively fpeaking, almoft under water during the greater

part of the paflage, in which he ftated, that nothing of importance had

occurred fince the period of our feparation, and that the reafon why our

laft fignals were not anfwered on the night of the 8th of June, was, that

the fupply of falfe fire on board the Chatham was at that time totally

expended. From Mr. Puget I alfo underflood, that in and about the

latitude affigned to La Roche's ifla Grande, the Chatham, like the Dif-

covery, had been vifited by a great number of birds, which, with fome

fea weed, were the only indications he had noticed of the vicinity of

land.

My firft care was to take fuch precautions on our arrival at St. He-

lena, as were moft likely to prove efficacious in preferving to the crews

of both veffels that ineftimable blelfing, health, of which, on board the

Difcovery, we were in fuch complete enjoyment. For this purpofe fome

frelh provifions were procured from the ifland, and occafionally ferved

to botn fhips' companies, with a plentiful fupply of efculent vegetables
;

the convalefcents from the Chatham were fent on fhore, and fuch regu-

lations were adopted as appeared to be, in my judgment, moft Ukely to

infure this defirable obje6l ; wliieh, at all times,, and on all occafions,

throughout
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throughout the voyage, had been a confideratlon with me of the firft ne-

ceflity and highefl importance.

After thcfe arrangements were made, the obfervatory, as ufual, was

committed to the charge of Mr. Whidbey ; and now that the (hip was

ftationary, the carpenters were employed in fearching for the leak in

the fore part of the vefTel, which, at times, during our late paffage from

Valparaifo, had greatly increafed our labours, by our efforts to keep

the fliip free from the great quantity of water which it admitted, Not-

withflanding that our main yard had, bv great care and attention, brought

us fafely thus far, yet, as- 1 found it would be pofllble to procure a new

one at St. Helena, meafures were inftantly taken for replacing it with

one, on which we could more fecurely depend ; whilfl other parts of the

crew were employed in the neceflhry duties about the fhip, and in ob-

taining a full fupply of water.

According tb our reckoning, this day was inonday the 6th ofjuly, but

at St. Helena we found it (agreeably to our calculations) to be only fun-

day the 5th ofjuly : for, by our having failed round the world in an

eaftern dire6lion, we had, fince our departure from England, gained

one day ; but as it was now become expedient that we fhould fubfcribe to

the eftimation of time, as underftood by Europeans and the reft of the

civilized world, to which we were now faft approaching, our former

reckoning was abandoned, the day we had gained dropped, and, after

noon this day, we xGcommenccdifunday the ^tk ofjuly.

His Majefty's fliip the Sphinx, commanded by Captain Brifac, arrived

on tuefday, charged with difpatches from Admiral Sir George Keith El-

phinftone* to General Clarke at St. Salvador, on the coaft of Brafd,

who, with his army, was waiting at that port, until he fhould receive

inftru6lion« from Sir George that might enable him to co-operate with

that admiral in the reduflion of the cape of Good Hope. A convoy,

1 underftood, was foon expeftcd to fail from St. Salvador, and as I had

reafon to believe the Chatham's re-equipment would not take more than

a week, I determined to fend her thither for the purpofe of going with

the firft convoy which fhould fail from thence to England, and that I

would be content to remain here until fome Britifti veflel of force ftiould
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touch at St. Helena in her way home, or that the next convoy from the

Eafl Indies fhould arrive, under the proteftion of which, I fhould hope

fafely to arrive in England in the courfe of the autumn. As the fcrvice

which Captain Brifac had to perform required the utmofl; difpatch, our

boats adilled thofe of the Sphinx in recruiting her water, after which,

on the following dav, (he immediately failed for the coall of Brafil.

Undei (landing that our field pieces would be of ufe to His Majefly's

forces on the coall of Africa, and confidering that the purpofe for which

they had originally been put on board the Difcovery was now completely

fcrved, and that they could not be of the lead poflTible fervice to us in

performing the remainder of c r voyage to England, I availed myfelf

of the Arnifton being engaged to carry troops from St. Helena to the

fquadron under Admiral Sir George Keith Elphir^lone, to confign, by

that conveyance, the four pieces of ordnance, and the remaining parts

of their ammunition we had on board, to the commanding officer of

the expedition deftined againtt the cape of Good Hope ; and I was made

happy on this occafion to have it alfo in my power to aflifl with our

boats in the embarkation of the troops on board the Arnifton.

The leak was foon difcovered to be in the bows of the Difcovery,

and our carpenters were immediately employed in ufing their beft; en-

deavours to ftop and prevent any further inconvenience from it.

On funday morning arrived the Orpheus of London, commanded by

Mr. Bowen, to whom were entrufted duplicates of thofe difpatches from

Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinftone, with which Captain Brifac had

failed on the 8th, with direftions to the governor of St. Helena to ufe

his utmoft endeavours to forward them immediately to General Clarke

at St. Salvador. The Chatham at this time being nearly ready for fea,

I confidered that it would be furthering His Majefty's fervice to charge

Mr. Puget with the care of thele duplicate difpatches, with which, after

receiving the following order from me, he departed for the coall of

Brafil the following day.

" Confidering it to be expedient, and for the good of His Majefty's

fervice, that you fhould proceed immediately to St, Salvador, in order to

carry fome difpatches from Rear Admiral the Honorable Sir George

Keith
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Keith Elphinftone, to Major General Clarke, coinmander of His Majcf-

ty's forces, deflined to a6t with the faid rear-admiral ; and tlie faid Ma- >

jor General having been diretled to rendezvous at St. Salvador ; you

are hereby required and dircded to proceed, without lofs of Ume, to

the faid port, in order to deliver the inclofed difpntches accordingly ;

and, after having performed that fervice, you will communicate to the

commanding ollicer of His Majelly's naval forces at that port, the na-

ture of the fervice on which you have been employed, and that you have

my direftions, after deli' ering the faid difpatches, to ufe your utmoll

exertions, for the purpole of immediately proceeding to England, that

you may be enabled to carry into clfe6t luch lurther orders as you have

received from me. But fhould you not meet with any navc^l officer, fenior

to yourfelf, at that port, you will inform Major-General Clarke, that I

conceive it to be a matter of great moment, that as little detention as

poflible fhould take place to retard your proceeding to England as be-

fore exprctfed. If, before your arrival at the port of St. Salvador, the

faid troops and fqiiadron fliould have departed, you are to ufe the ut-

niofl; precaution not to promulgate die caufe which carried you thither,

but having, with all expedition, completed your water, &c. &c. you are

to proceed to England as already direded : and, as it is of the uimoll

importance to prevent thefe orders, difpatches, and private fignals,

from falling into the hands of the enemy, you are to keep the fame in a

leaden box, in order that they may be thrown into the fca, in cafe of

capture. And that you may avoid, as much as poffible, liUling in with

the enemy's cruizers, on your approaching the coall of Europe, you

will confider, as circumflances may point out, of the propriety of pro-

ceeding round tlie north part of Ireland, either to the firfl convenient

port on the coafl of Scotland or England, which you can make ; from

whence you will immediately repair to the Admiralty oflice, and there

deliver the difpatches with which you are charged.

" But in the event of your reaching St. Salvador before General

Clarke fhould have arrived, and finding no other Briiilh olhcer there with

\«hom you may judge it proper to entrufi; the difpatches committed, to

your care: you are to continue there fourteen days, ^k1 after the expi-

ration
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ration of that time you are to proceed as herein before direcled ; for

which this fhall be your order. Dated on board His Majtfty's Hoop

Difcovery, in St. Helena bay, this 12th day of ju!y, 1795.

To George Vancouver."

Lieutenant Peter Puget, commanding

His Majefly's armed tender Chatham."

Previoudy to Mr. Puget's departure from St. Helena, we were given

to underfland, by Mr. Bowen, that it had been decreed, by the national

affembly of France, that the Difcovery and Chatham (hould pafs the

feas unmolefled by the French cruizers, notwithllanding the exifling

war between the two countries. This agreeable intelligence induced

nie to alter the plan which I had formed of waiting at this ifland for

convoy. The Eaft-India (hips, under the prote^lion of the Sceptre,

had not yet been failed fo long from St. Helena, as to divefi me intirely

of the hope that we might overtake them, before they fliould have

reached thofe latitudes in which we fhould be likely to meet with any

thing unpleafant from the enemy's (hips of force, in confequence of

their commanders being unacquainted with the national decree in our

favor, or in the event of any new matter having arifen between the

powers at war to caufe its being revoked. Every effort was therefore

now made to expedite our re-equipment ; the main yard, by the affif-

tance of the carpenters belonging to the Arnifton, was likely to be ready

in the courfe of a day or two, in which time, I had reafon to believe,

our own artificers would have ftopped the leak in the fViip's bows ; and

as I entertained hopes that, foon after this fervice fliould be performed,

the Difcovery would, in all other rcfpefts, be fit for fea, I determined

to fail immediately, and not to wait for the uncertain arrival of any

other veflel, which might afford us proteftion during the remainder of

our voyage to England.

The fupply of vegetables which St. Helena afforded us was very ample

;

but fruits of all kinds were found to be extremely fcarcc, owing to the

want of rain. So fevere and continued had been the drought for the

three preceding years, that moft of the trees, which were not indigenous

to the country, had withered and fallen into decay, and amongfl the e^-

l otics
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otics that had died were fix plants of the bread fruit, which had been

left by Captain Bligh on his return in the Providence from the iflands

hi the pacific ocean. The lofs of tliefe valuable plants was very much
regretted, as they appeared to thrive, and it was hoped, would have

come to perfection. The herbage had fuffered alfo in the fame pro-

portion, and, in the courfe of the period above mentioned, upwards of

fixteen hundred head of cattle had died upon the ifland. The fheep

were very lean and poor, and the quantity of frefli provifions that could

be obtained was by no means equal to the fuppiy I could have wilhed

to have procured.

On tuefduy I licid the plcafure to..bchold our new main yard in fuch TucfdayM.

a (late of forwardncfs that it woukl be ready to be got on board and

rigged the fallowing day, and had the additional fatisfadion of feeing,

that by the unremitted attention of the refpeftive officers, who had

the fu perintendance of the feveral fervices which had become neceffary

to be (.tur.i'd into elfcd, little elfe now remained to be done than to pre-

pare the veflel for our departure.

Much of my time, fince our arrival at St. Helena, had been em-

ployed about the concerns of the Dutch prize Macaflar, and in making

the bell: arrangements within my power, to fccure a fafe pafTage for her

to England. The fliip was in a very bad leaky condition, and ahhough

we were able to give her fome repair, yet it was totally out of our power

to refit her, and put her in a proper (late for fo long a voyage, efpe-

cially as there was little chance of her reaching any Briti(h port before

the commencement of the winter.

Having, from long experience, been convinced of the (kill and re-

fources which Lieutenant Johndone po(re(fed, and which, on many try-

ing occafions throughout the voyage, he had eminently difplayed, I de-

rived great fatisfaftion in committing the charge of the Macaffar to his

care. For this efpecial purpofe he received my dire6lions to quit the

Chatham previoufly to her departure for St. Salvador ; and in addition

to the people that were to be engaged at St. Helena, to navigate the

prize home, I fpared, from the crew of the Difcovery, feventeen able

leamen, on whole exertions I could with confidence rely, to carry Mr.

Johnftone's
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Johnftone's orders, with promptitude, into effe6t. With tliis fupply of

men on whom he could depend, and with the kind aflurances whicli I

received from Governor Brooke, that no aflTiftancc in his power (hould

be wanting in the manning and re-equipment of the prize, I entertained

great hope that, under the protection of the firfl: convoy that (hould ar-

rive at St. Helena bound to England, little danger was to be appre-

hended of the Macafl'ar's fafe arrival, in fome port of Great Britain.

In the bay of St. Helena, on the 4th of July, the chronometers fliewed

the following longitudes

:

Arnold's No. 14, - . - - 354° 1' ,35"

Ditto, 176, - - - - 355 20

Kendall's, - - - - 352 35
The true longitude, - _ _ ^^^ i j

By which it appeared that Arnold's chronometer.

No. 14 was 9' 25", and Kendall's 1° 35' 25" to the weft-

ward, and that Arnold's No. 176 was 1° 9' 5" to the eaft-

ward of the true longitude : and, by altitudes taken on

this day, the 14th of July, Arnold's No. 14 was found

at noon to be (low of mean time, at Greenwich,

And to be gaining, on mean time, per day, at the

rate of ----- -

Arnold's No. 176, flow of mean time at Greenv/ich,

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the

rate of __.-_-
Kendall's, flow of mean time at Greenwich - - 12 15

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the

rate of ----- -

On wednefday I had the pleafure of receiving our new main yard on

board, it was immediately rigged, and the fliip in every other refpeft

made ready to proceed to fea. After paying my refpetls to the gover-

nor, and returning him my beft thanks for his hofpitality and obliging

attention to the nece(rities of our little community whiift at St. Helena,

I left Lieutenant Johnftone on board the Maca(rar, with full dirc6lions

in writing, by which he would be enabled to govern himfelf in conduct-

ing

17" 10' 42" 50'"

24 50.

9 18 29 50

57

3 20

28 22
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«795-ing the veflel, of which he was put in charge to Englan. and about

fix o'clock on the following evening, with a light breeze of wind from

the S.E., we direfted our courfe to the north-weftward, anxioudy look-

ing forward to that happy hour which fhould once more land us amongft

our refpeftive friends, from whofe fociety we had fuffered fo long and fo

painful an abfence.

The weather continued to be very pleafant, and we made great pro-

grefs to the north-weftward. On faturday the 25th wc crofTed the equa- Saturday s^.

tor in longitude 21° 35' weft from Greenwich, where the variation, by

two fets of azimuths, was found to be 9° 20' weftwardly. From this

time nothing occurred worthy of remark until the 5th of auguft ; when

one of the Cape de Verd iflands was feen, bearing by compafs N. 16 e.

The weather had continued to be very pleafant, and although the winds,

fince the conclufion of the preceding month, had veered from the fouth>

eaftern to the weft and north-weftern quarters, yet we had not been pre-

vented from making our north-weftern courfe good, agreeably to my
wifties.

Our people, ever fince our departure from St. Helena, had been oc-

cafionally employed in mending the fails and rigging, and, on all fuitablc.

opportunities, they had exercifed with tlie great guns and finall arms

;

whilft the extremely pleafant weather which had attended us, had greatly

contributed to our becoming well acquainted with the management of

both.

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 20th, three velfels were

-difcovered to the northward, and at eight in the evening eight fail were

feen from the maft-head, bearing by compafs n. Sow. All our canvafs

was immediately fpread, in the hope of our being able to overtake them

;

being in great hopes the veftels in fight would prove to be the convoy which

had left the bay of St. Helena on the morning of our arrival there; in the

event of which. I ftiould be happy to avail myfelf of the proteftion we

fhould derive by accompanying fo ftrong a fleet to England. At day-light Friday :i

the next morning five ftiips only were in fight from the maft-head, but at

feven in the morning nine fail of large veifels were fo clearly difcerned

to leave in my mind no doubt of their being a part of tlie fleet
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for wliich we had kept fuch an anxious, though hitherto unfuccefsfuF,

look out, under convoy of His Majefty's (hip Sceptre, commanded by

Captain Efiington. About five in the afternoon a boat, from the Ge-

neral Goddard Eafl-Indiaman, came on board, and confirmed us in the

opinion we had at firft formed, and which every hour fince had ferved to

flrengthen, that the fleet before us was a convoy connfl;ing of twenty-four

fail of Indiamen, under the proteftion of the Sceptre. Upon receiving

this information, I ordered a boat to be hoifted out, and I waited upon

Captain Effington, by whom I was received with that unaflfe6led hearty

welcome, and unrefcrved fincerity, which are known by every one who

has the happinefs of his friendfhip, to be the true type of his valuable

charatler.

After putting myfelf under Captain EfTmgton's orders, and receiving

fuch inftruftions as were deemed to be neceffary by him, for the regu-

lation of His Majefty's floop under my command, now attached to tiie

fleet which he was convoying to England ; I repaired en board the

Difcovery, and by fpreading an additional quantity of canvas, we foon

had the pleafure of joining company with the Sceptre.

The fatisfaftion I experienced, in the proteftion we had derived by

overtaking and uniting our little force whh fo powerful a flet*, was greatly

increafed by my now underftanding from Captain Ellington, that he was

of opinion the agreeable tidings communicated to me at St. Helena, by

Mr. Bowen, of a French decree having palfed the national affembly, in

favor of the Difcovery and Chatham, was premature, and that, in the

event of our having unfortunately met with an enemy of fuperior force,

to whom of neceffity we mufl have yielded, we (hould have had little

chance of efcaping the horrors of a French prifon, in addition to the

cruel mortification of lofing to our country much of the information

•which had been colletled during the voyage. This reflection had the

effcd of reconciling my mind to the flow progrefs which I was now well

aware would ncceflarily be attendant on the conclufive part of our

paflagc to England. Having been fo fortunate hitherto, as to have \oi\

only one vian out of both vejfels in coiifequence of difeafe, and as few by acci-

dents as I could reafonably have expefted, when I duly confidercd the

2 length
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Itngih of our abfencc* from home, and the; niiturc of tlic fcrvicC on

whicli we had been i'u long employed; I do confefs that, under the

peculiar circunillances oF our defencelcfs fituation, I fhould have re-

garded it as a very pctinful talk to have been compelled to tlie ne-

ceiruy of expofing my excellent oHicers and valuable crew, wha were

now, comparatively fpeaking, almofl: within reach of the welcome

embraces of their neareR and dearell alfed^ions, to a conUift with an

enemv, whole fuperiority in point of force ve had not orrgir^.Ily been

fitted out to meet, nor were v/e but in a very humble way prepared to

refill, and (Vom whom, in point of failing, when I adverted to the (luit-

tered condition of our mafts and rigging, I entertained no hope of our

being able to el'cape. I was, therefore, reconciled to tlie delays unavoid-

able in efcorts of this nature, though they becatne greatly augmented by

tlie deplorable condition of many of Captain EflTmgton's Dutch prizes,

fome of which, I underflood, had been with great difficulty prevented

from foundering.

AUhough our progrefs was neceflarily much retarded, yet our time

paffed pleafandy away, by having at length regained the power of devo-

ting it, on all fuitable occafions, to the comforts of a friendly intercourfe

with our furrounding countrymen, from the pleafures of whofe fociety

we had been fo long eftranged.

Nothing very material occurred until the ifl; of feptember ; when,

after contending with a frefh gale from the north and north-weflern ^^'P^'''^^'^'''^

quarters, which had commenced the preceding day, and had been at- 'incM^y i.

tended with fome heavy fqualls of wind and rain; about nine o'clock in

the forenoon, in about the latitude of 46" 12' north, longitude 29° 32'

weft, one of the Dutch prizes made a fignal of diflrefs : we immediately

hove to, and I lent the cutter to her aflillance, but flie was found to be

almoft a wreck, and in fuch a deplorably bad condition that it was im-

poftible to fave her, and ftie was therefore abandoned, by order of Cap-

tain EfTmgton, and fet on fire about fix o'clock in the evening. After

j:)erforming this fervice our cutter returned to the fhip, and in the aft of

hoilling her on board fhe was by accident ftove iniirely to pieces.
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I do not recolleft that my feelings ever fuffered fo much on any oc-

cafion of a fimilar nature, as at this moment. The cutter was the boat

I had conflantly ufed; in her I had travelled very many miles; in her I

had repeatedly efcaped from danger ; (he had always brought me fafely

home; and, although fhe was but an inanimate convcniency, to which,

;t niav polfibiy be thought, no affedion could be attached, yet I felt my-

lell under fuch obligation for her fervices, that when fhe was dafhed to

pieces before my eyes, an involuntary emotion fuddenly feized my breaif,

and I was compelled to turn away to hide a weaknefs (for whicli, though

my own gratitude might find an apology) I fhould have thought im-

proper to have publicly manifelled.

The wind changed on fattirday, from the north-weft to the oppofite

quarter, and blew a very hard gale, with fqualls chiefly from e. by s.

;

about fix in the evening another of the Dutch prizes was obferved to have

made the fignal of diflrels. We were direfted to give her afiiftance

;

and the relief we were enabled to afford her was very falutary, and had

become effentially neceflary, as we found her in a very leaky (late, and

her crew in a very difabled fickiy condition. The wind again veered

to its former direftion, and though it continued to be fqually and unplea-

fant, it had been more moderate during the two laft days ; in one of thefe

from the north-wefl, on tuefday morning, about feven o'clock, we fprung

our maintopmafh an accident that might have been attended with the

moft ferious confequences, had we not been in a fituation that afforded

US the moft ample prote6lion, and which I had no doubt we fhould be

able to maintain until we fhould arrive in fome port of Great-Britain,

although our quantity of canvas fhould hereafter be materially re-

duced, as we had been repeatedly obliged to fhorten fail for the convoy.

All the upper fails were taken in, the maft ftruck, and the carpenters

immediately employed to remedy and provide for the difafter in the bell

manner we were able ; this bufinefs was completed about noon, and

a topmaft with the topgallant rigging was again fet up. Notwith-

flanding that the weather was not very favorable to aftronomical pur-

fuits, Mr. Whidbey procured fix fets, and Mr. Orchard three fets of

lunar diftances, by the mean rcfult of which the true longitude, at noon,

was
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Variation of the compals,

By our courfe having judicioufly been direfted far to the weftward, it

was moft probable that the coaft of Ireland would be the firft land in the

Briiifli dominions with which we (hould fall in. For thofe ftiores, as the

wind and other circumftances had allowed, we had been fteering for fc-

veral days, and as our diftance from England every day and every hour

decreafed, fo our happinefs became augmented in the grateful anticipa-

tion of once more breathing our native air, once more repofing in the

bofom of our country and expc6ling friends. Every breaft, as may be

naturally imagined, was alive to fenfations of the moft pleafant nature,

infeparable from the fond idea of returning home, after fo long an ab-

fence, in an adventurous fervice to promote the general good, when un-

appallcd by the confcioufnefs of defervo' reproach. In the midft of thefii

agreeable refleftions, however, prefages of a melancholy caft would fre-

quently obtrude upon the mind, and damp the proniifcd joys in con-

templation. Few of us had been bleffed with any tidings from our

families or friends fince our laft feparation from them ; and in the courfe

of fuch a lapfe of time what changes might not have taken place,

what events might not have happened to difappoint our hopes ; rob us

of our prefent peace ; or cloud the fund 'ne of our future days ! Thefe

were confiderations of a moft painful nature, and tinged our joyful ex-

pe6tations with folicitude and apprehenfion !

At length, about five o'clock on faturday morning, a fignal was made Saturdi

by one of the headmoft fhips, that denoted ftie was within fight of land,

and foon afterwards, from our mafthead, the glad tidings were announ-

ced that land was plainly to be fecn, bearing by compafs e. s. e. At eleven

in the forenoon it was known to be the wcftcrn coaft of Ireland, and

arrangements were immediately made by the Sceptre for keeping ilie

{hips together, and for entering- i:ie Shannon; where Captain Eftington

1 propoftcl
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piopofed to remaia wiilihis convoy until a force more equal to the pio-

tetition of the valuable fleet he had thus fafely brought into His Miijvny';.

dominions, fhould arrive, to efcort it fronn thence to England. Having

communicated to CajUain Elfnigto.i fucli parts of my orders from the

Lords of the Admirait)-, under which I had failed, as apphed to (he

government of my condutl on the prefent occafion, 1 received his or-

ders to repair imniediati ly to London ; and the loliovving day, after having

feen the Difcovery fafely moored, with the rell of the fleet, in the Shan-

non, and giving fuch inllrutitions, as circumllances demanded, to my
fird lieutenant Mr. Baker, in wliole zeal for the fervice, and abilities as an

officer, a If)ng experience jullified me in implicitly confiding; I refigned

my command of the Difcovery into his hands, and with fuch books,

papers and charts as had been previoufly feletlcd, as being cffential to the

illuflration of the iervices we had performed, I took leave of my officers

and crew ; not, however, without emotions which, though natural, on

parting with a fociety with whom I had lived fo long, fliared fo many
dangers, and from whom I had received fuch effential fervices, are yet

more eafiiy to be imagined than I have the power to defcribe : and in the

courfe of a few days I arrived at the Admiralty, where I depofited my fe-

veral documents.

Before I bid farewell to the Difcovery,* I raufl beg leave to arrell

the attention of my readers for a few minutes, for the purpofe of taking

a fliort view of the geographical knowledge which had been obtain-

ed of the earth, previoufly to the expedition which I have had the ho-

nor to command, and the happinefs of bringing thus to a conclufion

;

and alfo to notice fuch parts of the globe as yet remain to be explored to

make that fpecies of information complete. The tffe6ling a paffage into

the oriental feas round the cape of Good Hope, the difcovery of America,

and the opening of a com.munication between the atlantic and pacific

oceans, by paffing either through the ftraits of Magellan, or round the

iflands lying off the fouthern extremity of Ticrra del Fucgo, engaged

the minds and utmofl exertions of the mofl illuflrious navigators during

the three lafl centuries. Thefe enterprizcs have been duly appreciated

and juftly celebrated for the important lights they have thrown upon

the
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the fciences of geography and nautical aflronomy ; for the improvements

they have caufed in the arts ; for the commercial intercourfe which, by

their means, has been opened and eftablifhed with all the maritime parts

of the world ; and, lallly, for the happy introduction of civilization

amongll: numerous tribes of our fellow creatures.

In the firft attempts to accomplidi thefe extenfive objefts, Great Britain

took no part : but no fooner did fhe perceive the importance of which

they were likely to be to her confequence and profperity as a maritime

ftate, than her fpirit for the attainment of fuch valuable acquifitions to

fcience became roufed. In the courfe of a very lew years, no fuch effen-

tial benefits have been fecured to mankind, nor has fo much geographi-

cal knowledge been acquired, as fince the commencement of discover y

undertaken, and fuccefsfully accompliflied, by the unremitted labours of

Britifli navigators; whofe primary confiderations have been to direfl

their inquiries to objetls of an ufeful nature, and to inveftigate and fup-

port the truth, by a plain narrative of thofe fafts, which fell within

the fphere of their obfervation, rather than to give encouragement, by

the obtrufion of fpecious opinions, to hypothefes, however ingenious. In

confequence of a llrift adherence to this principle, the geography of the

earth is now placed beyond the influence of conjcfture, and is deter-

mined by fuch incontrovertible evidence, that the fmall fpaccs that yet

remain unexplored in the pacific or indian oceans are too infignificanl

to become an obje6l of enterprize : there are, however, parts of the

coafts, both of Afia and America, which would yet afford employment

for the labourers in the fcience of discovery.

The Afiatic coaff, from the latitude of about 35' to the latitude of

52" north is at prefent very ill defined ; and the American coaft, from

about the latitude of 14" fouth, to the fouthern extremity of Ticrra del

Fuego, is likewife very little known; and 1 entertain no doubt, had not

our late examination on the coad of North-Weft America, fo delayed

our return to the fouthern hcmiiphere, as to prevent my carrying the or-

ders I had received into en'ecl, that I fliould have derived great fatisfac-

tion from a furvey and invedigation of the fliorcs of that interefting

countr)'. If, however, by that portion of His Majefty's commands,

whicb
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which I have had the honor to execute, it (hall appear that a declfioii

may as juftly now take place, refpc6ling any navigable communication

between the waters of the pacific and atlantic oceans, widiin tlie limjts

of our furvcy, as on the hypothefis which gave as a counterpoife to the

globe afouthern continent, and which the indefatigable diligenceof Cap-

tain Cook completely fubverted, I (hould hope that the purpofe for

which His Majelly commanded the expedition to be undertaken, will

not be confidered as having failed for want of zeal or perfeverance,

though it Ihould hereafter be found incomplete for want of judgment

and ability.

There were few obje6ls to which I had paid more attention, or had

more fmcerely at heart, than that of obferving fuch a condufl, at all

times, towards the feveral tribes of Indians, with whom we fhould fre-

quently meet, as fhould prevent the necelTity of our reforting to any

meafures that might endanger the lives of a people, whofe real intentions

"were always likely to be mifunderftood, from a want of knowledge in

us of their refpc61;ive dialefls or languages. After having refided, as it

were, amongft them for more than two years, without having had the

lead occafion to fire a {hot in anger, I had fondly hoped that I (hould

have been enabled to have completed our refearches in thofe before un-

trodden regions, without the lofs of life to a fingle individual belonging

to the countries we might yet find it neceffary to vifit. In this my an-

xious concern for the great caufe of humanity I was, however, difap-

yointed. The number of Indians from Traitor's cove which fell in the

unprovoked attack upon our boats, on the 12th of auguft, 1793, could

not be afcertained ; but, independently of this unfortunate affair, I do

not know of more than two men who afterwards loft their lives in con-

fequence of our expeditions, from the Difcovery or Chatham. Thefc

unlucky events did not, however, fail to produce in my mind much

forrow and regret, from which I could find no relief but in the confo-

ling rcflcftion, that nothing but the mofl urgent necelTity, for our own

prefervation, would have compelled us to have adopted coercive mea-

fures.

From
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From the firft moment of mv appointment, to the hour in which I

refigned the Itation I had Co long held, the health of every individual

under my command had been my firfl care ; and I had now the unfpeak-

able happinefs of beholding the fame pcrfons return on board the Dif-

covery to the river Shannon, in perfect health, as hud iliiled with me
from the river Thames, excepting fuch of the officers as had officially

been fent home, or had been promoted in tlie Chatham ; the fo\cntcen

feamcn left at St. Helena, to affilt in na\ igating the Macadar to Eng-

land*, and the under-mentioned individuals, who were unhappily IoIl in

the coinfe of the expedition.

John Brown, carpenter's mate, drowned by accident, m the execu-

tion of his duty, off the fouth Foreland, 3d of february, 17<)1-

Neil Coil, marine, died of the flux, communicated to the Difcovery,

at the cape of Good Hope, by an infeclcd fliip from Batavia, 7th of

augufl, 1791.

Jofeph Murgatroyd, one of the carpenter's crew, miffing at fea the

21 ft of jan'uar)', 179,3.

John Carter, feaman, poifoned by eating mufcles, in Poifon cove, i_5th

June, 1793.

Ifaac Wooden, drowned by accident, in the execution of his duty, off"

Wooden's rock, the 24th of auguft, 1794.

Richard Jones, drowned by accident, in the execution of his duty,

between the port of Valparaifo and the ifland of St. Helena, 21ft of

June, 1795.

By this lift it will appear that, from the 15th of decemher, in the

year 1790, to this 13th day of feptember, 1795, comprehending a fpace

of four years eight months and twenty-nine days, we had loft out of our

copiphment of one hundred men, only one man by difeafe : and at the

time of our parting with the Chatham * at St. Helena, fhe had not, in

the courfe of the whole voyage lofl a fingle man, either in conlequonce

of ill health, or from any accident whatever.

The unfortunate lofs of thefe five men from the Difcovery pro-

duced in me infinite regret, but when I adverted to the very dangerous

fervice in which we had been fo long employed, and the many perilous

fituations from which we had providentially been extricated, with all

VoL.m. 3R poffible
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])o(rible adoration, humility, and gratitude, I gfFered up my unfeigned

thanks to the Great Disposer of all human events, for thepro-

teftion which thus, in his unbounded wifdom and goodnefs he had been

pleafed, on all occafions, to vouchfafe unto us, and which had now

happily reftored us to our country, our families, and our friends.

END Of THE JOURNAL.

NOl'ES
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NOTES AND MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

M' I

OINCE my return to England I have had feveral converiatlons with
Captain Cohictt, relative to the capture of his veffel at Nootka, and the
treatment that himfelf, officers, and crew, received from the Spaniards
during the time diey remained at that place, and afterwards whilll they
were prifoners at St. Bias ; from the wh^le of which it will appear, that
he had been extremely ill ufed, and that no dependence is to be placed
on the accounts given to Sen^ Quadra, or myfelf, by the American com-
manders, who are dated to have been eye-witnefles of moft of the tranf-

aftions. • The documents and papers which Captain Colnett has fince

produced to me, fully prove that the Americans wilfully mifreprefented
the whole affair, to the prejudice of his charafter, and the interefl of
His Britannic Majedy's (ubjeas, engaged in commercial purfuits on the

coafl: of North Weft America.

Having been particularly careful to ftate all the important clrcum-
Itances that came to my knowledge during my negociation with Sen""

Quadra, whether they were fuch as tended to eftablilh the claims, or mi-
litate againft the pretenhons, of the Britifh crown to the territories at

Nootka, I liav(> thought it proper, in addition to what has been already

related, to gl\e die following brief account of the capture of the Aro-o-

naut, as rcpidented to me by Captain Colnett.

The fetilement which Captain Colnett had in contemplation to make
at Nootka, had been concerted at Macao, in november, 1789, at the

lime he entered into copartnerfliip with feveral Englifli gentlemen refi-

dent at that place.

On this occaiiou, Captain Colnett made it his particular bufinefs to

'J^c^iW 'nfurmcd with refpeft to the property which thole gentlemen
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held in the two veflfels, the North-Weft Amcr.iri and Ephigenia, thets

on the coaft of Nootka ; for as to the land, he entertained no doubt of

its belonging to Great-Britain, as the fubjetts of that ftate were the firft

European people who had difcovered the country ; and lie was further

well fatisfied, that no other power whatever had a right to difpolFefs the

gentlemen with whom he had engaged, of their propeiiy at Nootka,

becaufe he and they confidered it to be exclufively their own. The in-

tention of forming a fettlement was known to Mr. Hudlon before his

departure in the Princefs Royal from Macao ; and on his arrival before

Captain Colnett at Nootka, fuch intention was moft probably communi-

cated to the Spaniards and the native Indians, who appeared to have

been long in expe6lation of the Argonaut's arrival, and had referved the

greateft part of their furs for the purpofe of exchanging theai with

Captain Colnett, for the articles with which, they had learned, his veftel

would be freighted.

Under the ideas which Captain Colnett entertained, that tliis part of

the coaft of North-Weft America belonged to Great-Britain, he haa no

lear of entering any of its ports, becaufe he was duly authorized by the

South-Sea company to trade in thofe feas, and had leave to abfenthim-

felf from His Majefty's fervice, being at that time a lieutenant in the

royal navy. As a defence againft hoftile Indians, the Argonaut had twelve

carriage guns, befide fwivels and fmali arms ; but not apprehending any

thing unfriendly from the inhabitants of Nootka, nor having become ac-

quainted before he left China, that any difference exifted between the

courts of London and Madrid, when he arrived off" Nootka, on the 3d

of July, 1790, the guns of the Argonaut were difmounted, and were all

in the hold of the veftel.

About nine o'clock tl>at evening, when at the diftance of about three

leagues from the entrance into the port, a boat was obferved coming
towards the Argonaut ; but, as the weather was very hazy, it could not

be difcovered to what nation it belonged. On being hailed, the perfons

in her laid upon their oars, and requefted, in Spanifti, permiflion to

come on board, with which Captain Colnett inftantly complied. Soon af-

ter another Spanifti boat, and one belonging to an American veflel,came

alongfide
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alongfide his ^ffFel, and Captain Colnett now underftood that there

were two Spanifh men ot" war, and an American (hip and floop, at an-

chor in Friendly cove. On receiving tliis information, Captain Cohictt

hefitated for lonie time, whetlier he Ihould, or not, go into Friendly

cove; as he had f(»me doubts as to the propriety of putting himfelf un-

der the comma nd of Spanifli fliips of war. This objection being made
known to Don Martinez, wlio had arrived in the firft boat, he requeued,

through an interpreter, that Captain C.>lnett would, neverthelefs, afford

him fome afllflanee, as the velfels under his command were in great dif-

trefs for the want of provifions and other neccHhries ; and as he had

paid fome attention to Mr. Hudfon, the commander of the P incefs

Royal, one of the four vefTels under Captain Colnett's direfcl.'ons (as

would be feen by a letter which he produced to Captain Coin tt from

Mr. Hudfon) Martinez hoped Captain Colnett would not be wanting in

a return of civility, and intreated him, in the mofl carnell manner, to

enter Friendly cove ; pledging his. word of honor, not only as com-

mander in chief of all the (hips belonging to His Catholic Majefly, on

the nor' hern coafts of the pacific ocean, but alfo as nephew to tne vice-

roy, and in his capacity at Nootka, as the reprefentative of the King

of Spain ; that Captain Colnett fhould be at liberty to depart wher-

ever he might think proper ; Don Martinez ftating, at the fame time,

that he was then at Nootka for the fole purpofe of watching the ope-

rations and proceedings of the RuflTians. Thefe afl'iirances induced Cap-

tain Colnett to confider Don Martinez as an officer of high rank and

chara6ter ; and as he did not entertain the mofl dilhmt idea that any

falfehood was attempted to be impofed upon him, or that he was in the

le ifl danger of being treated by Martinez with duplicity, he fuffercd the

Spanifh launches to tow the Argonaut into port, where fhe did not ar-

rive until midnight.

. The next morning Don Martinez invited Captain Colnett tobreakfaft

on bo?rd the Princiffa, and afterwards accompanied him on his return to

the Argonaut, where Captain Colnett ordered fuch provifions and ftores

as he could fpare to be got to hand, gave a lift of them to Don Martinez,

and, at the fame time, requefted his acceptance of them, with which.civiiity

he
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he appeared to be higlil)- plcafed and thoroughly fatisfied. Don Marline/

liad noL been long on board tb.c Argonaut before he I'cletlcd Captain

Colncii's boailwain from thr roll of the crew, who being a native ol

Gibraltar, fpoke the Spanifh language very fluently. After fonie con-

verfation with this man, Don Martinez demanded him of Captain Col-

nett, as a fubje6l of Llis Catholic Majedy, and as the boatfwain was very

defirous of leaving the Argonaut, C^iptain Colnett remitted the balance

then due from him on account of his wages, and difcharged him from his

iervice. This circuinllance was by no means a pleafant one to Cap-

tain Cohiett ; but, as Don Martinez leemed to be extremely anxious to

obtain the relcafe of this man. Captain Colnett did not think it would

have been prudent to have refilled his application. His doubts, liow-

ever, of the profclfcd fincerity of Don Martinez, becasne increafed, by

llis foon dilcovering that the Indians declined all fort of trade witii the

Argonaut. I'his induced hiui to determine upon leaving Friendly cove

with all polfible difpatch, and he acquainted Don Martinez that he pur-

pofed to depart in the courfe of tlie day. Upon this the Spanifh officer

offered his launch to allifl tlie Argonaut out of the cove; and it was. at

this time agreed, that the arucles with which Captain Colnett could fupply

Don Martinez, fhould be lent to him by the return of the Spanifli launch.

The promifed affittance of this boat not arriving fo foon as Captain Col-

nett had expe61ed, he lent one of his mates to Don ALtrlinez, for the pur-

pofe of reminding him of his engagement, and to procure the launch
;

but, to his great furprize, inflead of the officer returning with the Spa-

nifh boat. Captain Colnett received a meffagc from Don Martinez, de-

firing that he would inflantly repair on board the PrincifTa, and produce

his fhip's paj)eis for his examination. With this requefl Captain Col-

nett immediately complied, and Don Martinez had fcarcely looked at

them, before he pofitivelv aflerted that they were all forgeries, although

he did not underfland a fingle word of the language in which they were

written. With this declaration he threw them on the table, and infiftcd

that the Argonaut fhould not fail from Nootka until he fhould think pro-

per to grant permiffion for her departure. On Captain Colnett com-

plaining of this breach of promife and good faith, Martinez quilted the

2 cabin
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cabin in an apparent rage, and indantly difpatchcd an armed party from

the deck, who, alter knocking Captam Colnett down, arrcfled him, and

detained him as a prifoner on board the Princida. Don Martinez then

fent his launch on board the Argonaut ; ftruck the Britifh, and hoiftcd

Spanifh, colours ; ordered the Columbia, an American fhip, to fire into

the Argonaut if (he attempted to unmoor ; made the officers prifoners,

and put the crew into irons. After this the vefl'el was unloaded, and

every inuividual was robbed of fuch parts of his private property as was

chofen by the Spaniards. In this fituation the Argonaut, officers, and

crew, remained for ten days, when the Princefs Royal appeared in the

offing ; and on Mr. Hudfon, her commander, being perceived by Mar-

tinez to be coming near to the fliore in his boat, he lent out his launch

armed, feized the boat, and brought Mr. Hudfon on board the Princiffa,

where a letter was prepared for him to fign, ordering the officer, whom
he had left in charge of his veffel, to deliver her up without any refift-

ance. At the yard-arm was rove a rope, with which Mr. Hudfon was

threatened to be hanged, if he declined figning the letter, or if the floop

under his command ffiould fire at the launch then ready to carry the

propofed letter, and which, under thefe circumftanccs, he was compel-

led to fign on board the PrinciflTa.

From the 5th to the 14th of July, 1790, arrangements were making

on board the Argonaut for the confinement of the officers and crew dur-

ing their paffage from Nootka to St. Bias, whither Captain Colnett was

given to underdand they would be fent as prifoners.

The treatment which Captain Colnett .received whilfl: on board the

Princiffa had nearly proved fatal to him : he was feized with a violent

fever, attended with a delirium, which did not abate until he was re-

moved on board his own vefiLl ; here he was made a clofe prifoner,

and confined to the mate's cabin, a place not fix feet fqunrc. Such

parts of the Argonaut's cargo as Martinez thought proper to rejeft,

were returned into the veflel again, and all the officers, and fixteen of

die crew, who were Britifii fubjefls, were, on the 14th of July, fent in

the Arsjonaut under confinement from Nootka to St. Bias.

NotwithftandincT
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Notwithftanding the great tlidititlion with vyhich it had been rcprc-

fcnted to Sen' Quadra, and urgc;l by him to me, Captain Colnelt had

been received on his arrival at this port, and which lie does not deny,

in point of treatment, was innniuly better than lie had experienced

during the time he was under the power and direclions of Martinez ;

yet the remainder of his cargo, (lores and provifions, was taken from

out of his vellcl at St. Bias, and a part only of the former was after-

wards rcflored, whiHl the wag(;s of the Spanilh navy that were paid to

him, for himfelf, officers, and crew, were nearly counterbalanced by the

lieavy expences brought againll his f hip's company during the time of

their captivity, for their maintenance, medical and other alhltance.

The hardfhips which were endured, according to Captain Colnctt's

reprefentation, by himfelf, his officers, and the fixteen Britifh feamen,

during a palfage of thirty-two days to St. Bias, are not to be defcribed

;

but as a detail of thefe circumilances would lead me into extraneous mat-

ter, unconnected with the object (the ceffion of the territories at Noot-

ka) whicli made a ftatement of Captain Colnett's tranfatlions in Friendly

cove necellkry in the former part of my journal, I fhall forbear to men-

tion any thing on that head, and only infert a paffage, tranllated from

tlie Spanilh paflport, granted by the viceroy of Mexico to Captain

Colnett, at the time of the rePcOration of his veflel, and his liberation

from the Spanilh territories in America ; by which it will appear, that

although Don EOevan Martinez had no efpecial direclions to capture

cither the Argonaut, Princefs Royal, or any other Britifh fhip, yet all

vefTels not belonging to His Catholic Majelly, might have been retain-

ed at Nooika as good and lawful prizes : this will necelfarily leave the

reader in fome doubt as to the means that were purfued by the Ameri-

can traders then at Nootka, to prel<?rve the privileges which they feem

to have enjoyed ; and I (hall conclude this relation :)f tlic bufinefs from

the teflimony of Captain Colnett, by briefly ftaiing how he conducled

himfelf, on receiving a fubfequent paflport from the viceroy of Mexico.

. "The conducl of this officer'" (Don Eflevan Jofe Martinez) "was

founded on laws and royal orders, which not only do abfolutely pro-

hibit the negociation, cflablifhment, and commerce, of aliens on our

J coafts
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coafls of the fouth fcas of both Americas ; but ordain alio, that they the

faid ahens, flial! be looked upon and treated as declared enemies, with-

out its being underftood to be a breach of the good faith, or contrary

to the treaties of peace ; lor in that concluded in the year 1 760, and

confirmed in the fecond article of that in 1763, the arrival of all alien

veflels, or their introdu6lion, palTage, or commerce on the faid coafls,

are completely prohibited.

" Under thefe circumflances, agreed to by the treating parties, and

pofitive declarations of the court of Spain, the veflels Argonaut and

Princefs Royal might have been retained as good and lawful prizes ; but,

being defirous to preferve that harmony which at prefent exifts between

our court and that of London, and confidering alfo that the fovereigns

'^f both kingdoms will, upon reafonable and jufi; terms, amicably agree

to the reftoration of the faid veflels, I grant a free and fafe paflport to

their captains James Colnctt and Thomas Hudfon, that they may pro-

ceed to Macao, or fail to any other place they may choofe, with the ex-

prefs prohibition that they (hall not put into any port or bay of our

coafls without fome very prefling neceflity, or eftablifli themfelves

there, c r trade in them with the Indians, becaufe they may do this in

other places or iflands not the dominions of His Catholic Majcfly."

After Captain Colnett had received this paflport, he petitioned the

viceroy that he might be permitted to difpofe of the remaining part of

his cargo on the coaft of North Weft: America, but this was po-

fitively refufed by the viceroy, who Itated that he was bound to give

that preference to the fubje6ls of His Catholic Majefly. Notwithftanding

that he did not grant Captain Colnett this indulgence, 'he tranfmitted to

him another paflport, in which Captain Colnett was dire6led to pro-

ceed to Nootka, with orders to the commanding officer there, to

deliver up the Princefs Royal, which veflel had been directed to repair

to that port, after having been fome months employed in the Spanifli

fervice. On Captain Colnett's return to Nootka he did not find the

Princefs Royal there, nor could he learn any tidings of her d?ftination,

and therefore he made the beft of his way from Nootka to Macao, agree-

VoL. in. 3 S ably
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ably to the injuiitlions contained in the fccond pafTport from the vice-

roy of Mexico.

In tlie year 1792, the fur trade, between the north-well conii of Ame-

rica and Cliina, ga\'e employment to upwards of twenty fail of (hips

and veflels, whole names, and the countries to which they belong, 1

have thought proper to inlert, for the purpofe of flicwing that my opi-

nions, rcfj)eding the value of this trade, were not only founded upon

oblervation, but confirmeil by the practice of I'everal European flates,

and adventurers from the Afialic, Chinele, and American Ihorcs.

Ships and vcfTch. Coinmnndco. To what country belonging

Ship Butterworih, - . - Brown, London.

Sloop Le Boo, - . - Sharp, ditto.

Cutter Jackal, . . - Stewart, ditto.

Brig Three Brothers, . - Alder, ditto.

Schooner Prince William Henry, I%wen, ditto.

Sliip Jenn)', . • - Baker, Brillol.

Brig Halcyon, - - m - Barclay, Bengal.

Brig Venus, m - - Shepherd, - ditto.

Snow—

—

m m - Moor, Canton.

Brig - - - - Coflidge, ditto.

Brig . m - Barnett, ditto.

Ship Columbia, - - - Gray, Boflon, America.

Sloop Adventure, - - -
Hafwell, - ditto.

(Built at Clayoquot, tender to the Columbia)

Ship Jefferfon, - - - Roberts, ditto.

Brig Hope, - - <» Ingraham, - ditto.

Brig Hancock, . - - Crowell, ditto.

Brig Wafhington, . - - Kendrick, - ditto.

Ship Margaret, - - - Magie, New York.

Ship Ephigenia, - - - Viana, Portugal.

Brig Fenis and St. Jofep?>>
- Andrede, - ditto.

Ship -" - - Unknown, - France.

Befide
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Bcfide lliefe-, the vcfllls already ineiuioned in my journal, belonging

to His Catholic Mc'.jefty. frequently relortcd to the port ol" Nootka.

When fuch a fpirit for cnterprize as this, is thus nv.mirelled by tht:

people of fo many different nations, and diretlcd from all quarters of the

globe to thcfe (hores, there can remain no more doubt, with refpe^l to

the commercial advantages which are likely to be attendant on fuch fpe-

culations, than that many unjufl proceedings will take place amongit

the leveral perfons concerned, who, in the avidity for promoting tluir

refpedive intcrefts, become competitors for the commodity of which each

is in purfuit, and dellroy the general benefits which, under wife and good

regulations would refult to all. A retrol'pe6live view of thcfe circuin-

flances, and the behaviour of Sen'- Quadra, in the negociation which,

with him, I had the honor to condutl refpeding the ceffion of the terri-

tories at Nootka to the crown of Great-Britain; will ferve to fliew

in what an important point of view the court of Sj)ain beholds her

interefls in this valuable country, and what alfo are the commercial

advantages that mod probably would accrue to the adventurers on the

coaft, were their dealings properly reflrained, and their general conduft

wifely regulated.

Although we did not meet with any Ruffian veffels at Nootka, vet I

am clearly of opinion the people of that nation are more likclv than

thofe of any other to fucceed in procuring furs, and the other valuable

commodities, from thcfe fhorcs, with which a molt beneficial trade might

be eftablifhed between North-Weft ^Vmcrica, Japan, and the northern

parts of China. Of this I was well perfuaded, from the accounts I re-

ceived from Smyloff, and from my own obfcrvations on the general

conduft of the Ruffians towards the Indians, in the fevcral places where

we found them under their controul and direction. Had the natives

about the Ruffian -edabliffiments in Cook's inlet, and Prince William's

found been opprclFed, dealt hardly by, or treated by the Ruffians as a

conquered people, fome uneafinefs amongfl them would have been per-

ceived, fome defire for emancipation would have been difcovered ; but

no fuch difpofition appeared, they feemed to be held in no rellraint, nor

3 S 2 did
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did they feem to wifli, on any occafion ^\•llatever, to elude the vigilance

of their direftors. For feme of our commodities that were valuable

to them, they would offer their furs in exchange ; but in no inftance

did they propofe any thing of the kind to Ikle to the difadvantage of their

employers. 'I'he Ruflians, mofl; Jikcly, unable to reduce the inhabitants

of the infular country to the Ibuth-cailward from Crofs found, have pre-

ferred to fit down amongd thofe to liie wcftward ; where, from the com-

patlncfs of the coaft, and the lofty impaflable mountains which approach

the fea (hore, the natives are relhained from indulging in the wandering

life to which their more eaftern neighbours are accuftomed, and who
being a much more warlilie race, may poITibly have been found by the

Ruffians to be lefs tradable.

Notwithftanding that our furvcy of the coafl of North-Weft Ameri-

ca has afforded to our minds the moft fatisfaftory proof that no naviga-

ble communication whatever exifts between the north pacific and north

atlantic oceans, from t'^e 30th to the 56th degree of north latitude, nor

between the waters of the pacific, nor any of die lakes or rivers in the

interior part of the continent of North America ; yet, as it is very diffi-

cult to undeceive, and more fo to convince tlic human mind, when pre-

poffeffed of long-adopted notions, however erroncoufly they may have

been founded, and efpecially when circumftances may be reforted to

which have the appearance of being capable of furnifhing new matter for

ingenious fpeculative opinions, it may not be improper to ftate, that

Xo'vaioft although, from unavoidable circumftances, Mr. Broughton* was com-

pelled, in his examination of Columbia river, to defift from attempting

to afcertain the navigable extent of the feveral finall branches which fall

into that river, yet that gentleman was thoroughly convinced, from the

view he had obtained of each, and the circumftances attendant on them

all, that no one of thofe branches admitted of any navigable communi-

cation whatever with the interior country.

With rel'pe6l to the ancient difcoveries of De Fuca, they appear to

be upheld by tradition alone, and ought therefore to be received with

great latitude, and to be credited wit^' ftill more caution. A celebrated

S writer

i.iptam 111

the idval
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writer on geography* appears to have been perfe6l!y cnnvinced that this

oral teftimony was conx'ft, akhough he candidly acknowledges that

" We have no other than verbal report of De Fuca's difcovery ; he com-

municated the information to Mr. Lock at Venice, and offered to per-

form a voyage," I prefumc, for the further exploring of thofe regions,

" on condition of having payment of the great lofles he had fullained, to

the value of fixty thoufand ducats, when captured by Sir Thomas Ca*

vendifh in the fouth feas. John De Fuca, the Greek pilot, in 1592,

failed into a broad inlet, between the 47°th and 48*th, which led him

into a far broader fea, wherein he failed above twenty days, there be-

ing at the entrance on the north-weft coaft, a great head land or ifland,

with an exceeding high pinnacle or fpired rock, like a pillar, there-

upon."

This is the whole that can be collefted frorh the information of this

fdppofed navigator ; which Mr. Dalrymple fays exaftly correfponds with

the difcoveries of the Spaniards, who " have recently found an entrance

in the latit\ide of 47° 45' north, which in twenty-feven days' courfe brought

them to the vicinity of Hudfon's bay." On making inquiries of the

Spanifh officers attached to the commifhon of Sen"^- Melafpina, as alfo of

Sen'' Quadra, and feveral of the officers under his orders, who, for fome

time paft, had been employed in fuch refearches refpeSting fo impor-

tant a circumftance, I was given to underftand by them all, that my
communication was the firft intelligence they had ever received of fuch

difcoveries having been made ; and as to the navigators De Fuca, De
Fonte, and others, thefe gentlemen expefted to have derived intelligence

of them from us, fuppofing, from the Englifh publications, that we were

better acquainted with their achievements than any part of the Spanifli

nation. A commander of one of the trading veflels, met with fuch a

pinnacle rock in the latitude of 47" 47', but unluckily there was no

opening near it, to identify it being the fame which the Greek pilot had

f^en ; but this circumftance can eafily be difpenfed with, for the fake of

liipporting an hypothefis, only by fuppofing the opening to be further

to the northward. That fuch a rock might have been fccn in that lati-

tJidf is not to be queftioped, becaufe wc faw numbers of them, and it is

well

• Sec Dal-
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well known, tliat not only on the coaft of North-Weft America, but

on various other coafts of the earth, fuch pinnacle rocks are found to

c.xifL

On ihefe grounds, and on thefe alone, ftands tlie ancient authority for

the difcoveries of Jolni De Fuca; and however erroneous they may be»

fecm to have been acknowledged by moft of the recent vifitors to Uiis

coaft, who as well as myfelf, (as is too frequently and injudicioufly the

cafe.) have been led to follow the ftream of the current report. By my
having continued the name of De Fuca in my journal and charts, a tacit

acknowledgment of his difcoveries may poflibly, on my part, be inferred

;

this however I muft pofitively deny, becaufe there has not been I'een one

leading feature to fubftantiate his tradition : on the contrary, the fea

coaft under the parallels between which this opening is faid to have

exifted, is corapaft and impenetrable ; the fhores of the continent have

not any opening whatever, that bears the leaft fimilitude to the defcrip-

tion of De Fuca's entrance ; and the opening which I have called the

fuppofedjlraits of Juan de Fuca, inftead of being between the 47th and

48th degrees, is between the 48th and 49th degrees of north latitude,

and leads not into a far broader fea or mediterranean ocean. The error,

however, of a degree in latitude may, by the advocates for De Fuca's

merits, be eafily reconciled, by the ignorance in thofe days, or in the

incorreftnefs in making fuch common aftronomical obfervations
; yet we

do not find that Sir Francis Drake, who failed before De Fuca, was lia-

ble to fuch miftakes.

The difcoveries of the Portuguefe or Spanifli admiral De Fonte, De
Fonta, or De Fuentes, appear to be equally liable to objeftions, as thofe

faid to have been made by De Fuca. Little reliance, I truft, will here-

after be placed on that publication of De Fonta's account,* wherein it is

ftated that •' He failed 260 leagues in crooked channels, amongft iflands,

named the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and on the 14th of June 164Q,

he came to a river which he named Rio de los Reyes, in 53° of north

latitude ; he went up it to the north-eaftward 60 leagues ; it was frefh

20 leagues from the mouth, the tide rifing 24 feet, the depth not lels

than 4 or 5 fathoms at low water all the way into lake Belle, which he

1 entered

f
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entered the 22d ofJune ; in this lake there was generally 6 or 7 fathoms;

and at a particular time of tide there is a fall in the lake : that from a

good port flieltered by an ifland on the fouth fide of lake Belle, De Fonta

on the lit of July failed in his boats to a river which he named Parmen-

ticrs ; that he pafled eight falls, in all thirty two feet perpendicular, from

its fource in lake Belle, into a largo lake which he reached the 6th oi

July. This lake he named De Fonte; it is 160 leagues long, and 60

broad, lying e. n.e. and \v. s.vv. in length, having in fome places 60

fathoms depth, abounding with cod and ling."

It is here necelfary to interrupt the thread of De Fonta's curious nar-

rative for a moment, in order, if polTible, to reconcile the nature of his

voyage with his ftatement of fa61s. After his arrival in Rio de los Reyes,

he failed in his fhip 60 leagues to lake Belle ; 40 leagues of this diftance

were frelh water ; and then in his boats, through that lake and the river

Parmentiers ; where, after palling eight falls he arrived in lake do

Fonte, v/hich he finds abounding with cod and ling ; but the extent of

L! Belle is not mentioned, nor whether the water in lake de Fonte was

i:<:' / fait, though from common reafoning, it is natural to conclude,

tl it I je the water in Rio de los Reyes was frefli at the diftance of 40
leagues from the lake whence the river derives its origin, that the water

in lake De Fonte, where cod and ling are faid to abound, muft be frefh

alfo. But to return to the narrative. Lake de Fonte contained " feve-

ral very large iflands, and ten fmall ones : from the e. n. e. extremity of

this lake, which he left the 14th of July, he palTed in ten hours with a

frefh wind and whole ebb a lake, which he named Strait Ronquillo, 34
leagues long, and 2 or 3 broad, with 20, to 26 and 28 fathoms depth.

On the 17th he came to an Indian town, where he learnt there was a

fhip in the neighbourhood ; to this fhip he failed, and found on board

only one man advanced in years and a youth ; the man was the greateft

in the mechanical part of mathematicks he had ever feen: he learnt they

were from Bofton in New England, the owner named Gibbons, who was

major general of Maltachufett's, and the whole fhip's company came on

the 30th of July. On the 6th of augufl De Fonta made the owner fome

valuable prefents, and took fome provifions from them, and gave Cap-

tain
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lain Shapely, the commander of the vefTel, one thoufand pieces of eight

for his fine charts and journals. On the nth of auguft De Fonta ar-

rived at the firfl. fall in the river Parmentiers, and on the i6th on board

his (hip in lake Belle."

The extenfive archipelago, in which De Fonta had failed through

crooked channels 260 leagues ; the river navigable for fhipping that

flowed into it, up which he had failed in his (hip 60 leagues ; the water

becoming frefh after he had entered and pafled in it 20 leagues ; its

communicating by other lakes and rivers with a palTage, in which a fhip

had arrived from Bofton in New England ; are all fo circumftantially

particularized, as to give the account, at firfl fight, an air of probability,

and on examination, had it been found reafonably connefted together,

which is by no means the cafe ; a trifling difference in point of defcrip-

tion or fituation would have been pardoned.

The Rio de los Reyes Mr. Dalrymple ftates (according to the Spanifh

geographers, under the authority of which nation De Fonta is faid to

have,failed) to be in the 43d; according to the Englifli in the 53d; and

according to the French, in the 63d degree of north latitude, on the

wefl:ern coaft of North America. If it be nerefiary to make allowance

for the ignorance of De Fonta, or the errors in his obfervations, any

other pa'-allel along the coaft; may be affigned with equal correflnefs.

Under the 43d parallel of north latitude on this coaft, no fuch archi-

pelago nor river does exift; but between the 47th and 57th degrees of

north latitude, there is an archipelago compofed of innumerable iflands,

and crooked channels ; yet the evidence of a navigable river flowing into

it, is ftill wanting to prove its identity ; and as the fcrupulous exa6lnefs

with which our furvey of the continental fhore has been made within

thefe limits, precludes the poffibility of fuch a river having been pafled

unnoticed by us, as that defcribed to be of Rio de los Reyes, I remain in

full confidence, that fome credit will hereafter be given to the teftimony

refulting from our refearches, and that the plain truth undifguifed, with

which our labours have been reprefented, will be juftly appreciated, in

refutation of ancient unfupported traditions.

Ido
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I do not, however, mean pofitively to deny the difcoveries of De Fonta,

I only wifh to inveftigate the faft, and to afcertain the truth ; and I am

content with having ufed my endeavours to prove their improbabihty as

pubHfhed to the world. The broken region which fo long occupied our

attention, cannot poflibly be the archipelago of St. Lazarus, fince the

principal feature by which the identity of that archipelago could be proved

is that of a navigable river for fhipping flowing into it, and this cer-

tainly does not exifl in that archipelago which has taken us fo much

time to explore; hence the fituation cannot be the fame, and for

that reafon I have nOt affixed the name of De Fonta, De Fonte, or Fuentes

to any part of thofe regions. It is however to be remembered, that our

geography of the whole coaft of North Wefl; America is not yet com-

plete, and that the French navigators, who have ftated the archipckigo

of St. Lazarus to be in the 63d degree of north latitude, may yet not

be in an error.

The flupendous barrier mountains certainly do not feem to extend in

fo lofty and connefted a range to the northward of the head of Cook's

inlet, as to the fouth-eaftward of that ftation ; and it Is pofTible that in

this part, the chain of mountains may admit of a communication with

the eaftern country, which feems to be aim oft imprafticable further to

the fouthward. In this conjefture we are fomewhat warranted by the

fimilarity obferved in the race of people inhabiting the fhores of Hud-

fon's bay and thofe to the northward of North Weft America.

In all the parts of the continent on which we landed, we nowhere

found any roads or paths through the woods, im'lcating the Indians on

the coaft having any intercourfe with the natives of the interior part of

the country, nor were there any articles of the Canadian or Hudfon's

bay traders found amongft the people with whom we met on any part

of the continent or external fea ftiores of this extenfive country.
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far Cancer read Capricorn.

for reave read reef.

/or reaved read reefed.
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for 30° 50' read 30'" • 50.
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/or inflammatory rwi inflammable.
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Jor and read whicli,

infer' in after fituation.

/ read Tit:arly.

fo, "ibi Ilk iM(/ Addenbrook-

,

for J,
i' read jo" 57'.

for feint rwrf fiint.

i'/fr< even after that,

/or confident read confiftenily.

for its rwrf it.

infert afterwards before to.

for canvas rMrf canvafs throughout the work.
for 4' rMi/4 miles.

infert ; after s. 6» w.—Jor and is r«ac/ it is.

Page BO,

36,

32'
58,

<'5>

82,

164,

223.

224,

e6§,

284,

3?3.
370.
4>«,

420,

423.

429,

437.

439.
44<.

473.

474.

477.
486,

487,

488,

497.

Line 26,

9.

>>.

>2.

1.

II.

18,

6,

laft line,

8.

>9,

16,

10,

32.

«,

M.
26,

Margin,

8,

16,

10,

»i.

30,

6| 7.

23.

10,

16,

3«.

VOL. n.

infert an before extraordinaryi
infert who ^?/bn; (een.

.

for irritating read imitating..

for floated read flooded.

infert they before were,
/or rrndeicd it re.id permitted it to be.
for mark read \m\\!.s.

infert which \-i before. ezMy.
for Kaiakakooo read Karakakooa..
infert of after heard.

infert which a/lftr (cales..

/or a chenful liegree of fpirits read a degree ofchccrful fpirif
infert an 5</br€ erjor.

*^
'

dele but.

rfe& about.

infert a iir/br* diftancc.
/or in read on.
/or a point read point,
/or has read had.
<f^& yet.

/or auguft read feptember.

for Kampfchaika read Kamfchatka
infert it after think.

for Arguello read Arrillaga,

Jor ingenuity read ingenuoufnefs.
for render read renders.

for coronadoes read coronados.
ditto ditto.

for was read were.
infert x he after to be.

infert and eifter entrance.

for give read gives,



Errata.

Page s.^Linc 4,
^^ 20,

9.

»4.

32.

29,

28,31,
18,

8,

*9>

80,

89,
46,

50.

'^'
98,

»»7.

»35.

143.

*77.
187,

241,
s66,

372,
a73.

s86,

292,

305.

325.
332.

335.
336.

343.

359.
37».

373.

440.
446,

459.
466,

479.

499.
500.

sea,

4.9.

1, 12

»9.

5.

»3.

9.

7.

80.

».

6,

»4.

12,

»7.

»7.

»».

lad line,

7.

»)

6,

27.

2.

5.

3.

23.

>2.

28,

>4.

20,

24.

16,

»3i

>5.

4)

«»)

VOL. III.

infot wind a/i<r trade.

dck the.

_/tfr li.bterrancan wac/ fubtcrrancous.
,

Jor dictated read induced,

in/ert with after met.

for a rfad an.

/or centinel read Icntinel throughout the work.
in/ert as iefore to.

for to me >-m</ by me.

dele had.

tw/«ri attended-with after but.

_/br a rw^ an.

for armour retjd armoury.

for he read thi".

/"or in rtad between.

for of our read from our.

ybr Woodhoufe read Wodehoule,.
in/ert with after lerved..-

for Napean read Nepean.

for to the ocean read towards the ocean.

for Napean read Nepean.
jTar equinoxial read equinnftial.

dele again.

for the Chatham read her.

dele the ' in Prefidio's. — ^

for it read he.

for forwardin read forwarding.'

'

for bonitos read bonittos.

for near read nearly.

for ferns read fern.

infert fpecies after former.

for with read without.

for Dominician read Dominican.

for unweared rt;d^ unwearied.

for Indico read Indigo.

for maintopfail read maintopfails.

for had read I had.

for view read light.

for kind to fale read kind for (ale.

dck la.

• J

- T
'i'

* t ;
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