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Che Making of the
Canadian {Uest~~~re

BY

REV. R. C. MAcBETH, M.A.

Author of ** The Selkirk Settlers in Real Life.”

With Portraits and Illustrations

Price, $1.00, Postpaid

CONTRNTS. —Musings of the Old—The Pathos and Peril
of Change—Armed Rebellion—The Plot Thickens —Some
Counter.Efforts and their Results—Collapse of the Re-
bellion——The Making of rovince—Contact with the
Outside World—A “ Boom" and Another Rebellion—
Campaigning on the Prairies Rebellion at an End—
Religious and Educational Development,

* Many requests from the readers of his book on
‘The Selkirk Settlers in Real Life' have led the
author, the Rev, R, G, MacBeth, to continue the
history down to recent date in another volume,
Mr. MacBeth is a native of the country,and belongs
toa connection that came into close contact with
the principal men and incidents of the earlier days,
and he himself, as a student, lawyer, soldier and
clergyman, is qualified to tell vividly the story of
Manitoba's political as well as religious and educa-
tional progress,”— Winnipeg Free Press,
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Author of “Litac Sunbonnet,” ** Cleg Kelly"

Paper, 75¢c. - Cloth, $1.25 - Postpaid

Mr. Crockett stands on ground that le has
made his own in his romance of the Ncottish
Covenanters, The story opens in 1683, ** The
Térrible Year,” with a vivid picture of the
pursuit of fugitive Covenanters by the Dra
Ml")"ﬂ.

The hero, who becomes a covenanting minis
ter, sees many strange and stirring adventures,
The charming love story which runs through
the book is varied by much excellent fighting
and many picturesque incidents, * The Stand
ard Bearer” is likely to be ranked by readers

with Mr. Crockett's most successful work.

WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

0. W, COATES, Montreal.

WESLEY BUILDINGS, =

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUHESTIS, Halifax.

POEMS AND

Cloth
$1.00
Postpaid

&
(4]
oO
(4]

PASTELS

By William Edward Hunt

(KEPPELL STRANGE)

“His poetry is marked by implicity, concen-
trated thought, comprehensive views, and a
charmingly musical style and finish. His work
reminds one of the simpler poems of Tennyson
and Longieliow, yet in nearly every case Mr.
Hunt’s individuality asserts itself."—Canadian
Magazine
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COLLEGE & WOIEN

Address: Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontarlo

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

S800THING SYRUP

used for children while teething. It soothes
the child, softens the gums, l"l{l all pain, cur-s wind
oolic, lates the stomach and bowels, and is the best
remedy for diarrhma. Twenty-five cents & bottle, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world,

In ordering goods,

Ppublisher, asweil as the + by stating that you saw

or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will obii,: the
advertiser, e the adw riigement in Tun Scmoex

BunDaY Baxyes.

In the Fi

And som
gloo

And sonm
But a ch
gues

And the
All that tl
Though

One of tl
each

Has to |
However 1
He mus
Crow

The door
barr

Till the
And then
room
Hurt an

L]

Lower the
That the
The happy
stromn

Or the te
The child |
Wants b
And feel h
And lie i



* has
ttish
“The

the
Dra

118
ures,
ough
iting
and
ders

JULY,

1898, No. 7.

The Rooms in the House.

MARIANNE FARNINGHAM.

In the Father’s house there are many
rooms,
Where his children come to stay,
And some are sombre in grays and
glooms,
And some are light as day.
But a change comes over the staying
guests,
And they never can be again
All that they were when they entered in,
Though they may not long remain.

One of the rooms is the place where
each
Has to lay some treasure down;
However reluctant his hands may be,
He must part with the gold or the
crown, e
The door is not opened, the way is
barred,
Till the offering has been made,
And then he may pass from the sombre
room,
Hurt and poor and dismayed.
L]

Lower the lights in the room of pain,
That the tired eyes may not see

The happy throngs that are young and

strong,

Or the torturing things that be.

The child in the Father's room of pain
Wants but to see his face,

And feel his pity and know his love
And lie in his sirong embrace,

Next to the pain is the room of peace,
Ah ! happy are those who find

The entrance open, the welcoming host,
The friends who are true and kind;

This is the glad hope-lighted room,
With a prospect large and fair;

And the greatest gift of the truest rest
Waits for God's children there.

In the Father’s house there are many
rooms,
Where his children come to stay,
And some are sombre with grays and
glooms,
And some are as bright as day;
But none mneed enter with fearful heart,
Since the rooms are his alone.
Oh, child, remember the Father's love;
He is “ mindful of his own !”

—Christian World (London).

In The Methodist Magazine and Re-
view for May there is a fine article on
Japan and the work of the Canadian
Methodist Church in that country, com-
memorating its semi-jubilee. Our young
people of the Epworth Leagues will find
it very helpful in preparing the pro-
grammes for their ineetings when Japan
is the subject for the evening. Indeed,
the article itself divided and read by two
perscns, with some music between the
reading of the first and second part,
would make a pleasant and profitable
evening’s programme.—The Missionary
Outlook.
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Light on the Lessons.

It is, in many respects, a liberal edu-
cation in itself to follow the course of
the Sunday-school lessons from year to
year. They come in cloge touch with
very many points of sacred and secular
history which are engaging the most
earnest thought of scholars, explorers,
and interpreters of ancient monuments
and ancient tongues.

The recent lessons on the life of our
Lord and of the early church treat the
most important themes in the history of
our world and the most important as-
pects of human development. The
studies for the current half year on the
history of the Hebrew monarchy are also
full of sacred and secular interest. The
Hebrew people were brought into inti-

* mate relations with the great monarchies
of antiquity. Thus Hebrew thought and
development receive a permanent im-
press, and “ the Law, which is a school-

I master to bring men to Christ,” greatly
influenced the mighty Medo-Persian
monarchy of Cyrus. In our coming les
sons the history of the Chaldeans, o
Assyria, and Babylonia are brought
directly under review. The labours of
Layard and Rawlinson, Smith and Sayce,
and other British expiorers and investi
gators throw a flood of light upon som¢
of the profoundest problems of Old Tes-
tament history.

We have thought it well, therefor
to treat in The Methodist Magazine and
Review some of those themes in which
the great body of our readers are s
directly interested. We have not space
in The Banner for a full treatment of
these important themes, especially from
their literary and historic side, nor have
we the opportunity to illustrate with
suitable engravings these very interes-
ing and importaut topics. We are, how-
ever, preparing a series of illustrated
articles on these subjects for the forty-
eighth volume of The Methodist Maga-
zine and Review, which begins with the
July number,

One of these is an article on “ Elijah
and the Lessons of his Life,” by the
able and eloquent Rev, 8. Parkes Cad-
man, of the Metropolitan Temple, New
York, whose recent visits to Montreal
and Toronto made such a profound im-
pression.

Another is a very graphic article by
Canon Tristram on “ Mount Carmel,”
the scene of Elijah’s conflict with the
priests of Baal, and “ The Coasts of
Tyre and Sidon,” with seventeen illustra-
tions of very superior merit,

Another handsomely illustrated article
is upon the “ Lost Empires of the East,”
treating the recent discoveries of those
ancient civilizations with which the He-
brew monarchy came in contact, and by
which it was so largely affected.

Still another article, by Robert E. An-
derson, M.A., F.A.S., glves in condensed
form the story, in the light of the most
recent discoveries, of the Chaldean, As-
syrian, and Babylonian monarchies.
Every Sunday-school teacher and super-
intendent, and indeed every Bible stu-
dent, will find these articles of special
interest in connection with the less#ns
for the current year.

In addition to these the July number
will be of special patriotic character
with papers by Rev. Principal Grant on
“The Relations of Canada to the Em-
pire;” by Prince Kropotkin on * Our
National Inheritance;” by the Rev. G. 8.
Payson on * The Future of the Anglo-
Saxon Race.” O:her illustrated articles
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will be “ The Spaniard at Home,” “With
the Canadian Fisher Folk,” *“ Among the
Gypsies,” “ Hampton Court and Its
Memories,” “ The Royal Family of Den-
mark and the Danes,” “ Mary Stuart,
Queen of Hearts,” and articles by Prof.
Wallace, Prof. Antliff, Dr. Rose, Prof.
Paisley, Rev. A. Browning, and many
character studies, serial stories, mission-
ary articles, scientific papers, social and
religious topics, and the like,

The Magazine has been enlarged in
size, and by printing a considerable part
in smaller type, has been greatly in-
creased in capacity. It reports an in-
crease of 226 numbers in the half year
and a better outlook than it ever had
before. ~ Will you share its advantages
and help its prosperity ? Now is a
good time to subscribe. Only $1.00 for
the half year, or two or mcre copies
taken by schools only 80 cents

—

The Advance of the Sunday
School.

BY B. F. JACOBS, CHICAGO,

(This is a very telling reply to Mr,

Bok’s recent
schools,—Ed.)

L Growth in numbers., The Sunday-
schools reported by the International
S. 8. Association now number more than
150,000, with a membership of nearly
14,000,000 7The annual gain for tl»
three years ending June, '96, was 3,335
schools, with a total membership of
uearly 450,000, or an average of nine
schools and a membership of 1,200 for
each day. The increase since the date
mentioned is greater than for the pre-
vious years, This growth compares
favourably with the increase in popu-
lation, the attendance upon public
schools, and the gain in church member-
ship. Al classes are reached.

Il. ITmprovement in organization. One
of the Chicago daily papers, having ex-
amined the work of S. S. organizations
in Illinois, expressed the opinion that it
fully equalled the organization of either
of the political parties. The work is
divided into departments as follows :
(1) Department of organization. For
the study of the whole field and the in-
gathering of all who will come. The

detraction of Sunday-

work among the coloured people of the
South is a separate organization in each
State and county, but is under the
direction of the International Exccutive
Committee. (b) Department of instruc-
tion.  (¢) The Primary department or
council.  For the formation of primary
unions in cities and larger towns, 250
such unions now exist and the numbers
are rapidly increasing. (d) The Home
Class department. To reach and help
those who cannot or do not regularly
attend Sunday-school, including parents,
railroad, telegraph, telephone and street
car employees; travelling men when ab-
sent from home, the sick and infirm, and
it will soon include the army. (e) Con-
nected with the Home Department is the
house-to-house visitation that none may
be overlooked. (f) Many cities now
have union teachers’ meetings, held
weekly, conducted by able leaders and
attended by hundreds of teachers.
Great musical festivals are held in sev-
eral cities. Rally days are numerous,
and in some instances the enthusiasm
reaches the whole county. (g) At the
great assemblies, like Chautauqua, a
department of Sunday-school work is
maintained—these are multiplying. (h)
The American Sunday-school Union is
actively engaged, employing many work-
ers in the newer States and in the Ter-
ritories, in organizing new schools and
alding those already existing. (i) All
the larger denominations are extending
and improving their Sunday-school work,
employing hundreds of workers, organ-
izing new schools, helping old ones,
ho'ding conventions, institutes and con-
ferences, and one denomination has four
railroad cars used to orgamnize schools in
the newer portions of the country. (j)
Training schools. There is at Spring-
field, Massachusetts, a Bible Normal
College, specially to teach and train
Sunday-gchool workers, and at the North-
field and Chicago schools, of which Mr.
Moody is president, and at the Baptist
and Methodist training schools for
Christian workers, at Chicago, special
attention is given to Sunday-school
work, and this is also true of all the
great missionary organizations, of all
the national and State organizations of
Christian young people, and of the Wo-
men’s Christian Temperance Union.
Theological seminaries and academies
are giving prominence to Sunday-school
work,

III. Tmproved Sunday-schools. The
imprevement in the schools is evidenced
by better buildings, many erected for
this purpose, with suitable rooms for
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departments and larger classes. Better
light and air, bettor furnishings and
-8uitable appliances. Better officers and
teachers, selected with more care,
Some salaried, many specially trained.
More graded schools, with teachers’
ameetings, and normal classes, some
where supplemental work is done, and
written examinations conducted. Im-
provement in singing, many special
training classes in music. More intelli-
gent and systematic giving. Corres-
pond with missionaries and discus-
sion of plans. Better temperance work,
with suitable instruction, and an effort
to teach the children temperance and
purity, Decided improvements in li-
braries, better books more carefully
selected, covering a wider range, better
methods of distribution, some special
dibraries for teachers and for primary
:scholars, The use of the Bible in the
-8chool-room, in place of lesson quarter-
Iles and magazines. Better system of
visitation, looking after absentees, let-
ters of dismission, making acquaintance
of parents, meetings for mothers, vaca-
tion lesson slips, birthday letters, cradle
rolls, etc. More co-operation from the
church, church appropriations, special
days for united service, children’s day,
anniversaries and patriotic days.

1V. Value of voluntariness. One mil-
lion five hundred thousand officers and
teachers who give time and thought to
‘the work. A low estimate in money
would be one dollar per week for each,
or about $75,000,000 per annum, but
much more than money is the power of
love and sympathy; the true teacher
gives himself; this is known and appre-
ciated by the scholars, Without under-
valuing other work, where can we find
a parallel ?

V. Improved publications. The im-
provement in Bibles is very great, and
it is acknowledged that the Sunday-
.school is largely responsible for it. The
British and American Bible Societies
Jpublish millions of copies annually, and
the number of societies and publishers
who alse publish Bibles is legion. One
private publishing company sold 750,000
copies of a high-priced Bible in one
year. Helps for teachers are constantly
Ancreasing and improving. Many bound
volumes by great writers, specially pre-
pared for Sunday-school teachers, are
issued annually. These cover the latest
and best explorations and investigations.
All the denominations and many private
publishers expend large sums to provide
the best helps. Teachers’ magazines,
quarterlies in four grades for scholars,

the work of qualified writers, printed in
modern style, on good paper, with ex-
cel'ent illustrations. The papers for
young people and children are of tiwe
highest grade, and the circulation of all
these is great even in these days of
wonders, All of the larger denomina-
tions issue a million copies or more each
month, the largest being about four and
one-half millions, while one private pub-
lisher in the west issues nearly four
million copies per month, and conducts
a personal correspondence with 180,000
individuals, for their benefit, and at his
own expense, The Sunday-school Times
and The International Evangel are the
equals of any secular papers, the writ-
ers being among the foremost scholars
and teachers in the world.

VL Plans for other lands. The Sun-
day-school workers of America and
England are united in an effort to ex-
tend their plans and methods as far as
applicable to other lands. The World's
First 8. S. Convention was held in Lon-
don in '89. A ship was chartered to
convey the delegates going from Am-
erica, A second convention was held
at St. Louis, in '93, and the third con-
vention is to be held in London this
year ('98). The convention in '89 sent
a fleld worker to India. A field worker
for Japan has been secured, and will
(D. V.) go to the London Convention and
thence to Japan, A tour of the world
by a company of competent Sunday-
school workers is under consideration.

VIL The value of teachers. Some of
the great men of America and England
are now engaged in Sunday-school work,
and other men may learn the value such
service will be to themselves, and to
others whose lives they may influence
for good.

VIIL. Value of the Sunday-school to
society and to the State. Formation is
better than reformation, and the in-
fluence exerted upon the minds of nine
millions of children must be great in-
deed. 1In a western city, the authorities
declared that one mission Sunday-school
was worth more to preserve peace and
prevent crime in a given district than
the poiice. Who can estimate the value
of Sunday-school instruction in the
families from which the children come ?
Who can calculate the influence of the
Sunday-school on the teaching in the
public schools where many Sunday-
school teachers are employed ? And at
a recent visit of professional and busi-
ness men, one of our most distinguished
public men, speaking of the International
8. 8. work, said, “I challenge the gentle-
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men to mention any other work of equal
importance in this nation.,” Some of the
Presidents of the United States, includ-
ing Mr, McKinley, the Chief Justice, and
some associate justices, generals and ad-
mirals, senators and congressmen, pre-
sidents of colleges, and great business
men, have been Sunday-school teachers.
Compared with the growth in popula-
tion, with the attendance on and im-
provement in secular schools, with the
gain in church membership, with secu-
lar publications, the Sunday-school has
kept pace with them all; in fact, Sun-
day-school workers have kept up with
everything except their own ideals.—The
International Evangel,

——————

Methodist Magazine and Review
for June.

This strong number completes the
forty-seventh volume of this magazine.
The timely article on Mr, Gladstone has
cleven engravings of Hawarden Castle
and park, portraits, ete, A well illus-
trated article on “ A Great Canadian In-

OPENING SERVICE,
1. StLENCR.
I1. LESPONSIVE SENTENCES,
Sver. Give ear, O my people, to my law: in-
cline your ears to the words of my
mouth,

Scnoon. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my
speech shall distil as the dew, as the
small rain upon the tender herb, and as

the showers upon the grass,

For this which I 1
thee this day, it is not hidden from thee,
neither is it far off,

Scroou. But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou may-

est do it,

Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think
ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me,

fcunoon.  But these are written, that ye may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ;
and that believing ye might have life
through his name,

SixaiNa.
IV, TuE Tex COMMANDMENTS, OR THE ArosTLES' CREKD,
V. PrAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

VL. Sixaixa.

dus ry,” describes the Massey-Harris fac-
tory, which turns cut a complete machine
every two minutes, Other articles are,
“The Love Story of Elizabeth Barrett-
Browning,” with portrait and typical
poems. ‘“Famous Hymns and Their
Authors,” by Rev. Dr. Lambly. “ Selby’s
| Theology of Modern Fiction.” * Joseph
| Chamberlain,” a character study. *“Meth-
| odism and the Irish Rebellion of 1798.”
Reviews of George's “Political Economy,”
Dante's “ Divine Comedy,” * Christian
| Life in Germany,” and other important
books are given. “ Motor Carriages ” is
| illustrated with five engravings, and the
| progress of the war with engravings and
| map.
Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal ;
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
| $2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

e

“ When God intends to fill a soul, He
first makes it empty; when He intends to
enrich a soul, He first makes it poor;
when He intends to exalt a soul, He
first makes it humble; when He intends
| to save a soul, He makes it sensible of

j its own miseries and nothingness.”

ORDER OF SERVICES-THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON SERVICE,

1L 81NGING Lessox Hyms,

[ L. Cuass Stupy oF Tig Lessoy,

| TIL REciraTioN oF Tue Titue, GoLoey TEXT, AND OUTLING
| by the school in concert.
IV, REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF Tirk LEsso by Pastor or
| Superintendent.
V. SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoN. (Special lesson in the Church,
Catechism may here be introduced.)

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church service and
the Epworth League and week-evening prayer
meetings.]

|

|

CLOSING SERVICE,
1. SixaiNa.
I1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,
Surr.  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole-
matter: Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments ; for this is the whole duty ot

Scioon. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report;
if there be any virtue, and it there be
any praise, think on these things.
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[July 3.

INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE TEN TRIBES.

LESSON I. THE KINGDOM DIVIDED.

[July 3,

GOLDEN TEXT. A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger,

Prov.

AuTnoRIZED VERSION,
[Read 1 Kings 12, 1 to 14, 20.]

1 Kings 12.16-25. [ Commit to memory verses

16-19.]

16 So when all Is ‘ra-¢l saw that the king heark-
ened not unto them, the people answered the
king, saying, What portion have we in Da'vid ¢
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jes'se :
to your tents, O Isracl: now see to thineown
house, Da'vid. 8o Is'ra-el departed unto their
tents,

17 But as for the children of Is'ra-el which
dwelt in the cities of Ju'dah, Re-ho-bo’am reigned
over them,

18 Then king Re-ho-bo’'am sent A-do’ram, who
was over the tribute ; and all Is'ra-el stoned him
with stones, that be died.- Therefore king Re-ho-
bo'am made speed toget him up to his chariot, to
flee to Je-ru'sa-lem,

19 So Is'ra-el rebelled against the house of
Da'vid unto this day.

20 And it came to pass, when all Is'ra-el heard
that Jer-o-bo’am- was come again, that they sent
and called him unto the congregation, and made
him king over all Is'ra-el: there was none that

tollowed the house of Da'vid, but the tribe of |2

Ju'dah only,

21 And when Re-ho-bo'am was come to Je-ru'-
sa-lem, he assembled all the house of Ju'dah,
with the tribe of Ben'ja-min, a hundred and four-
score thousand chosen men, which were war-
riors, to fight against the house of Is'ra-el, to
bring the kingdom again to Re-ho-bo'am the son
of Sol'o-mon.

22 But the word of God came unto Shem-a-i‘'ah
the man of God, saying,

3 SEeak unto Re-ho-bo'am, the son of Sol'o-
mon, king of Ju'dah, and unto all the house of
Ju'dah and Ben'ja-min, and to the remnant of
the people, saying,

24 Thus saith the Loro, Ye shall not go up,
nor fight against your brethren the children of
Is'ra-¢l: return every man to his house; for
this thing is from me, They hearkened there-
fore to the word of the Lorp, and returned to
depart, according to the word of the Lok,

25 Then Jer-o-bo’am built 8he'chem in mount
E'phra-im, and dwelt therein ; and went out from
thence, and built Pe-nu’el.

15 1.
REVISED VERSION,

16 And when all Is'ra-¢l saw that the king heark
ened not unto them, the people answered th
king, saying, What portion have we in Da'vid
neither have we inheritance in the son o
Jes'se : to your tents, O Is'ra-el : now see ti
thine own house, Da'vid. 8o Is'ra-el departe:|

7 unto their tents, But as for the childre

of Is'ra-el which dwelt in the cities of Ju'dal,

Re-ho-bo'am  reigned over them. Ther

king Re-ho-bo'am sent A-do’ram, who wu-

overthe levy ; and all Is'ra-el stoned him witl
stones, that he died. And king Re-ho-bo'am

made speed to get him up to his chariot, 1.

19 flee to Je-ru'salem. So Is'ra-el rebelled

against the house of Da'vid, unto this day

20 And it came to pass, when all Is'ra-el hear
that Jer-o-bo'am was returned, that they ser
and called him unto the congregation, an|
made him king over all Is'ra-el: there wa
none that followed the house of Da'vid, but
the tribe of Ju'dah only.

And when Re-ho-bo’am was come to Je-ru
sa-lem, he assembled all the house of Ju'dul
and the tribe of Ben'ja-min, an hundred an:!
fourscore thousand chosen men, which wer
warriors, to fight against the house of Is'ra-
to bring the kingdom again to Re-ho-bo'u:
22 the son of Sol'o-mon. But the word of Go

came unto Shem-a-i'ah the man of God, sayin:
23 Bpeak urrto Re-ho-bo’am the son of Sol'o-mor
king of Ju'dah, and unto all the house «
Ju'dah and Ben'ja-min, and to the rest of 11,

24 people, saying, Thus saith the Lorp, Ye shu
not go up, nor fight against your brethren ti
children of Is'ra-el: return every man to h
house ; for this thing isof me. So they heark
ened unto the word of the Lorp, and returne!
and went their way, according to the word of
the Lorb,

25 Then Jer-o-bo'am built 8he'chem in the hil

country of E'phra-im, and dwelt therecin ; an!

he went out from thence, and built Pe-nu'c!

=

Time.—975B. C.(%) Place.—8hechem, a very | years later the * Ten Tribes (Ephraim, Mana~

ancient town in central Palestine, Introduce
tory Note,—8oon after Saul’s death David was
crowned king of Judah—that is, of the tribes of

Judah, Simeon, and most of Benjamin; seven |

seh, part of Benjamin, Issachar, Zebulun, Ashe:
Naphtali, Dan, Gad, and Reuben) came of the

own volition under his sway. Leviis not count!
because, Leing set apart for the holy ministry. it
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had no tribal inheritance. During most of the
history of the rival kingdoms all of Benjamin,
and probably Dan also, were included in the
kingdom of Judah. The division thus marked
between the group headed by the powerful tribe
of Judah and the group headed by the equally
powerful tribe of Ephraim had existed for cen-
turies,  Throughout the reigns of David o
Solomon the nation was united very much as
Scotland and England are now, and whenr Re-
hoboam succeeded Solomon he expected to be
crowned king of Ephraim or Israel after he had
been made king of Judah ; but when he showed a
disposition to ignore the terms by which the rule
of David's family had been extended over the

Ten Tribes™ they revolted. Thus Jeroboam
took away from Solomon's son more than half
of the Hebrew nation, and at the same time cer-
tuin tributary monarchs rebelled. King Rezon
was at this time estublishing a new kingdom in
Syria, with Damascus as its capital. Shishak
was king of Egypt.

Home Re:
. Wise counsel rejec
Tu, The Kingdom Di
W, Idolatry establi
7%, The event f
F. Despising « Prov, 15, 1-14,
N. Refusing to hear. Zech, 7. 8-14,
S, Pride and destruction. Prov, 16, 16-33,

ings.
1 Kings 12, 1-11,
ed. 1 Kings 12, 12-25,
1 Kings 12, 26-33,
1 Kings 11, 28-40,

Lesson Hymns.

No. 6, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, worship the King all glorious above!
Oh, gratefully sing his power and his love!

No. 886, New Canadian Hymnal.
Only a beam of sunshine,
But oh, it was warm and bright.

No. 184, Ncw Canadian Hymnal.
There are lonely hearts to cherish,
While the days are going by.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. The Division, v. 16-19,
What demand and refusal led to the division ?
Whaose counsel was rejected and whose fol-
lowed ?
From whom should counsel have been sought ?
James 1. 5,
What reply was made to the refusal ?
ITow does this illustrate the GoLpEN TEXT?
Why are the two kingdoms thus designated ?
What act of violence furthered the division ?
How long did the division continue ?

!2. The Two Kingdoms, v. 20-25,

Who became king of lsrael ?

What tribes adhered to the house of David?

How many warriors did they enroll ¥

What armed project did Rehoboam propose ?

Who forbade this action? Why ?

What was the Lord’s message ?

How was the message received ¢

Where was Israel’s capital established ?

What fear had Jeroboam for the loyalty of his
people ¥

What measure was devised to prevent their
defection ?

Name two acts of sacrilege which Jeroboam
did. Chap. 13,

Name two judgments of the Lord against his
evil ways.

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. The folly of rash speech is here clearly
shown, Pride and obstinacy cost Rehoboam
four fifths of his kingdom. * Lean not to thine
’ own understanding ; * rather take counsel of the

Lord. .
| 2. God's word is sure of accomplishment. The
evidences are thickly strewn through history.
The houses of Rehoboam and of Jeroboam attest
God’s fidelity to his promises.

3. One sin leads to another. Every act ot
wrongdoing makes another easier, Beware of
the first step.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Division, v. 16-19,

Who are meant by *“all Isracl 2

Who was the king ?

What was the request that the people had made
to which the king had not hearkened ?

Whose advice had he followed ?

Whose advice had been rejected ¢

From whom should counsel have been sought ?
James 1, 5,

What reply did the people make to the king’s
refusal ?

How does this illustrate the GoLpEN TEXT?

Who was murdered in the early days of this di-
vision ?

How long did the division continue ?
2. The Two Kingdoms, v. 20-25,

Tell all you know about Jeroboam.

Where had he been ?  Why ¢

What tribes were loyal to Rehoboam ?

What was the number of Rehoboam’s army ?

What did he intend to do?

Who forbade this action? Why ?

What was the Lord's message ?

How was this message received ¢

Where was Israel’s first capital ?

Verse 24.
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Practieal Teachings. THE LESSON CATECHI: M.
Where in this lesson are we taught— (For the eni' e school.)
1. That harshness provokes rebellion # 1. Why did Rehoboam -laim the kingdom
2. That God should be asked to guide us ? Israel as his right? Because he was the oy
3. That God's providence works through men’s | of his futher,

follies, 2. On what terms did the ten tribes offer
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER let him govern them ¢ Making their taxatio,
SCHOLARS. lighter.
Who became king of Isracl when Solomon | 8, What answer did Rehoboam give to 1]
died ?

request? ¢ I will add to thy yoke.”

4. How did the people receive this answ:
The ten tribes revolted.

8. Whom did the ten tribes choose to
king? Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,

6. What is the GoLbeEN Text? A soft ane
swer, cte,

What did the people come to ask the new king ¢
To make their burdens

How did Rehoboam refuse ¥ Roughly and
scornfully,

What did his young friends advise him to do?
To show that he was master.

What does the GoLpey Trxt say is the better
way ?

| NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
What did the people do when the king answered ’ 18. Into what estate did the fall of our first parci
80 roughly ¢ bring all mankind ?

How many tribes stayed with Rehoboam ¢ "he fall of our first ]lm'cllltﬂ brought all mankin |

Who became king over the other tribes ¥ | m:o an cau\to;:l l:"in A’Ilfld lu; ery. B e

What was Rehoboam's kingdom called ¥ The Kgumns V- 18, 19. Thereforo as by the offence
ki 1 £ Judak one judgment came upon all men to condemnatic

“,g' om of Judah, . . | even 8o by the righteousness of one the free

What name was given to the ten tribesy came upon all men unto justification of life, |
The kingdom of Israel.

as by one man's disobedience many were mi
sinners, 8o by the obedience of one shall many li
made righteous,

What does this lesson teach us That si
leads to trouble.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J. L. HURLBUT, D,D,
The Rocks that Stranded the Ship of State.
L. FooLtsm CounseLons, |
Counsel of the young men, v. 13, 14, “ The envy of Ephraim, Isa. 11, 13,
Days should speak. Job 82, 7. V. Riotors Seixir,
Well advised....wisdom. Proy, 13. 10, Al Israel stoned him,
1L Haveury Rupers.
1 will chastise you, v, 14,
Speak good words, 2 Chron. 10. 4
Grievous words stir up anger,

Hatred stirreth up strifes, Prov. 10, 12,

18, 19,
A city....broken down, Prov, 25, ¢
Slow to wrath, James 1. 19, 20,
| VI AMBiTioUs LEADERS,
Prov. 15, 1. Jeroboam was come again, v, 20,
Il Lack or Humaw SympaTny, Lifted up his hand. 1 Kings 11, 26,
Hearkened not....people, v, 15, Carnal mind....enmity. Rom. 8, 7.
Blessed be ye poor. Luke 6, 20, VIL. TaE DiviNe Pugpe
Love thy neighbor. Ley, 19, 18, This thing is from me.
IV. 8ecTioNAL Divisioy.
What portion....in David? v, 16,

A ;31444
I will rend the kingdom, 1 Kings 11, 20-30.
The Lord directeth, Prov, 16, 9,

EXPLAISATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

With this lesson we begin three months of Studies in the History of the (so-called) Ten Tril.«
Let us at the outset distinetly understand what these ten tribes were, Jacob (Israel) had twely
sons, and it is usual to say that they were the fathers of the twelve tribes of Isracl. But when Mos
led the Israelites through the wilderness there were really thirteen tribes, for Jacol had shown ||
partiality to Joseph by giving him a “ double portion » and recognizing Joseph's sons Ephrair
and Manasseh as on a level of dignity with their eleven uncles, Moses set apart the tribe of Ly
for specifically religious duties ; and so when Palestine was parted among the tribes the descen
ants of Levi were left without a tribal inheritance, their living being secured by the tithe whicls
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other Israelites were expected to pay for tabernacle expenses. The twelve

tribes of Israel which

inherited the land of Palestine, therefore, were named after the twelve sons of Jacob, minus one

(Lt

vi), and plus one (Ephraim and Manasseh instead of Joseph).

During the centuries when

cre was no king in Israel "’ there was no strong centralized government. Judah in the south and

Ephraim in the center of the land developed milita

rivalry for national control arose between them,
riht of the firstborn, It was generally admitted
rig
suceeeded in his rights by Ephraim,

ts of his tribe, and it was admitted that Joseph,

strength far beyond any other tribes, and a
This control would, according to custom, be the
that Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, had forfeited the
whom Jacob recognized as firsthorn, was

Accordingly early prophecies seem to promise to Ephraim

dominance over the nation, and the tribe was quick to claim all the rights that such prophecies

pointed toward,

wid Manas

tutional right

But Judah, also, had had a promise of the scepter.” Down to the
Suul nearly all the men who had effectively swayed either sc
i for example, Joshua, Gideon, Deborah, Abimelech, Jephthah, and Samuel,
Suul, however, was a Benjamite, and David was from Judah,
Lialf of David's rule the northern tribes had maintained a separs
became king over them by a special compact, admitting what we

time of King
ter or sword had come from Ephraim
King
During the first seven years and a

monarchy, and David eventually
would now call a charter, or con-

During his reign and that of Solomon the two kingdoms were united under one

scepter,  Rehoboam inherited the monarchy of Judah ; this was undisputed ; but he could not be

to itself most of Benjamin, S8imeon, and Levi,
nine in number, and the name * ten
by Israel as well as by Judah,

Verse 16, All Israels  Keep in mind the two
ns of the Hebrew race, divisions
which were not quite lost sight of even under
David and S8olomon, * When all Israel saw,” or
cognized, means, therefore, when the northern
two thirds of the united kingdom saw. The
king.  Rehoboam. Hearkened not unto
thems  Refused to give proper consideration
to their request for relicf, Most of the financial
profit incidental to Solomon’s immense un-
dertukings in  architecture, armament, and

ommerce, and most of the glory reflected
trom his court, were limited to Judah; and the
remoter parts of the nation refused longer to
for Judal's aggrandizement, But Reho-
boam, turning from the advice of his father's
Wisest counselors, and swayed by inexperienced
youthful friends, had not only refused to make
concessions, but had treated the petitioners with
contempt,  The people answered. Doubtless
formally by their official representatives, but also
by turbulent outcries of defiance, W hat portion
have we in David? What mutual rights con-
tinue between us and the dynasty of Jerusalem ¢
They do not deny that the young king was at the
outset their rightful sovereign ; but by trampling
upon their rights he had forfeited his. Neither
have we inheritance. Just as a king inherits
lis kingdom so the kingdom inherits its king.
But the ten tribes were not thus either inheritors
orinheritance, The son of Jesse. David, whose
father Jesse was a shepherd.  The taunt means
“That’s what your royalty comes from ! To“

pay

lized as king over the northerly tribes without a distinet
bly another coronation, Ilis refusal to admit the reasonable demands of the
northern tribes lost him the larger part of his kingdom.

| stoned him with stones.

agreement on their part, and proba-
representatives of the

When the division came Judah gathered

What are called the ten tribes, therefore, were really
' was probably adopted because Benjamin was at first claimed

your tents, O Israel. Get ready to fight
to thine own house, David, * Ious
means family, including the royal dynasty and
its belongings, The phrase has the meaning of
“Mind your own business!” “ Hands oft ! "
*You rule your little Judah ; we will care for
oursclves.”  So Israel departed unto their
tents. Inmodern English, the assemblage broke
up. The multitudes returned to their various
vocations in country and city,

17. The children of Israel which dwelt
in the cities of Judah, The natives of the
north who had been led by business or family in-
terests to settle in the south. Rehoboam
reigned over them. They neither fled back to
their homesteads nor made local disturbances in
Judah, They were not foreign by blood or by
prejudice, and it was easier not to change.,

18. Adoram. Elsewhere called Adoniram
and Hadoram. Over the tribute. In churge
of the collection of taxes and assessments, which
were the chief cause of complaint, Al Israel
Probably he was
arrested, charged with treason, and executed in
the name of all Isracl. Therefore. In consi
eration of the fact that hostilities had begun, and
that he was in the enemy’s country. Jerusalem
was the stronghold of Rehoboam’s friends,

19, Israel rebelled against the house of
David unto this day. By the blunder and
crime of his grandson more than one half of the
beneficent results of David’s lifework were swept
aside in a day.

Nee

here
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20. Whenall Israel heard that Jeroboam
was come again. In that leisurely day events
did not crowd each other as rapidly as now. It
may have taken months for the news of Jero-
boam’s return to spread over ‘‘all Israel.” They
had none of our modern devices to lessen time and
space. The great Ephraimite chief had under Sol-
omon made reputation as at once serviceable to
the king and kindly to the people, His conflict
with S8olomon endeared him to the masses, Ile
was a nobleman in rank, an able executive, and
a dexterous politician. They sent and called
him unto the congregation. Probably an-
other representative gathering was held, and Jer-
oboam was L ought to the front. No one else
had any chance for the throne so long as this
friend of the common people lived. Doubtless
he was asked the same questions that Rehoboam
had been asked, whether he would maintain the
rights and privileges of Isracl, and doubtless he
answered these questions satisfactorily, for the
congregation presently made him g over
all Israel. There was none that followed

the house of David, but the tribe of Judah '

only, Inseeking the full meaning of this phrase
we must not forget that “Israel™ had come to
mean the northern tribes and “Judah” the
southern. The “tribe of Judah' included, in
common phraseology, both the tribe of Simeon
and most of that of Benjamin,

21. When Rehoboam was come to Jerue
salem, Danger rapidly developed the worthier
part of this rash young man’s character, He
had brought his troubles upon himself, but now
that they were upon him he acts with prompti-
tude and propriety, He assembled all the
house of Judah, with the tribe of Bejamin.
e gathered the fighting men on whom he could
count. A hundred and fourscore thousand
chosen men, A formidable arr y—not ** regu-
lars,” however. Arms were distributed by the
government to men who were **chosen,” who
could be trusted as civil soldiers,  Without the
complete organization of our modern militia, the
principle seems to have been nearly the same.
T'o fight against the house of Israel. That
is, against the dynasty of Jeroboam. To bring
the kingdom. Jeroboam's kingdom. Rehow
boam the son of Solomon. His descent from

Solomon made him king of Judah, and gave 1,in
his claim as king of Israel,

22. The word of God came unto Shen.
aiah. The manner in which prophetic 1
; sages came varied much at different times, 8hoy,
aiah may have had a dream, or a vision, or
deep impression made upon his mind. The man
ofGod. God’s man; the man who officii
represented Iim that kept Israel and ne
slumbered nor slept.

23. Son of Solomon, and therefore king of
Judah. Seenoteon verse21, The house of J .
dah and Benjamin, The soldiers represent
these twotribes. The remnant of the peopic,
| Made up in part of men who belonged to |
i other tribes, but were in official relation to
| Davidic dynasty, and in part, doubtless, of re|

itatives of subjugated kingdoms, from wi
David, like other oriental monarchs, chosc
guardsmen,

24, Thus saith the Lord. Here was a
rect message from Jehovah, By the way in whi |
| this message was treated the people and kingdom
of Judah showed their loyalty to God. Youy
brethren the children of Israel. A senti:
which appealed to their old national feel
Return every man to his house, Dishunl
this army of volunteers, This thing is from
me. This disruption of the kingdom. They
hearkened therefore to the word of the
Lord. Recognized Shemaiah’s inspiration, and
submitted to the decision of the Lord, Returned
to depart. Went from their gathering place to
their homes,

25. Then. Just as soon as he could. Joro-
boam never let timeslip past. Jeroboam built
Shechem in mount Ephraim. Shechem was
already a well-known town, Jeroboam turne| it
into a great fortress, It wasin Mount Ephrai
that is, in the mountainous region of the centrul
part of Palestine. The kingdom of Tsracl v s
more exposed toenemies than that of Judal 1
cause of the open nature of the country around
Shechem and Samaria.  Dwelt therein. Mo
that the center of his government. Went out
from thence. Shechem became the base of 1iis
operations. Built Penuel, Made a miv)
fortress on the east side of the Jordan, so a- to
protect that part of his dominion,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The most important event in the history of the
Jewish nation “ since it became an independent

and conceited king, departing from the hiclor
path of his fathers, ignoring the counsels of t

state ' was the partition of the kingdom un-h-r‘ wiser and older men, and giving free rein to
Rehoboam, The immediate causes of the disso- | suggestions of his thoughtless and prejudio

lution lieon the surface, An impulsive, stubborn,

| young companions, who inflated his alrea
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enlarged vanity, suddenly finds himself face to
face with an enraged and outraged people, who
pecd only a leader to incite them to open revolu-
tion. The old hero-king, David, was now only
 memory, which the events in the reign of his
successor did little to keep green and fresh,
solomon, wedded to his idols, was an unmistak-
indication of the inevitable result. Idolatry
wiur sure to arouse the wrath of God and the dis-
content of the people, and that discontent was
certain to break out in revolution when the times

ripe for it. The divided kingdom under
Rehoboam was clearly foreshadowed in the king-
dom that was divided when Solomon went ufln-l"l
strunge gods,

Verse 16. All Israel. In this case * Israel " !
must be taken as antithetical to * Judah.” Two
tribes were loyal to Rehoboam—Benjamin and
Judah: while the other ten raised the outery of
disloyalty against him. Rehoboam. Ie was

son of Solomon, his mother being Naamah,
au Ammonite princess. Some authorities state
that he was forty-one years old at the time of
his accession to the throne, but the weight of
evidence seems to favor an earlier age—twenty-
In 2 Chron, 13. ¥ Rehoboam is referred to
as ‘“‘young and tender-hearted,” when * vain
men, the children of Belial,” strengthened them-

es against him,

\
ahle

on

Answered back.  The
form in the Hebrew suggests thut a consultation

was held and that messengers brought back
word to the people, and that they (the people)
made the angry response of disappointment to
the king. What portion . . « in David. This
is described as the old Ephraimite watchword |
of rebellion, It is the same as Sheba uttered
against the house of David (2 Sam. 20, 1).
Duvid was long dead, but his name was put for
that of his house, of which Rehoboam was
the lineal descendant. The enraged people were
ready to repudiate the royal house altogether.
Son of Jesse. In this expression they flung
a taunting allusion to David’s humble
origin, just as Jesus was referred to as “the
carpenter’s son? (Matt, 13, To your
tents, This * Marseillais of Israel ™ was a sure |
sign of impending revolution, See to th
own house. In this cry of discontent “the
deeply-rooted dislike to David's royal house is
strongly expressed, and we can perc
potent canse for the partition than the alleged
oppression of S8olomon,”"— Keil, ‘
17. Children of Israel. Some families of |
the ten tribes were dwelling in Judea, and they |
remained there under Rehoboam. Ewald Slll.’"
zests that the verse means that ‘“the tribe of
Judah chose Rehoboam, who was one of them,
to be king,” whereas Judah had already ac-

55).

e a more

| dweller in Jerusalem (2 Chron. 1

knowledged him such before he went to She-
chem,

18. Adoram. There is a difference of opinion
as to the identity of Adoram. Bahr claims that
he is Adoniram, mentioned in the list of Solo-
mon’s chief officers. The Septuagint, Syriac, and
Arabic versions refer to him as Adoniram in
this place, He is thought by others to be the
son of Adoram, chief of the tribute officers,
mentioned in the list of David’s officials. If this
»e 80, he must have been an aged man. IHis
errand to the rebels was to appease them ; and
his position as tribute officer probably gave him
authority and influence, especially as the matter
at issue had reference to tribute.

20. Jeroboam. Ile was the son of Nebat
and Zeruah, and of the tribe of Ephraim, Ie
helped to repair the fortifications of Jerusalem
under Solomon, pleased the king, and was ap-
pointed superintendent of taxes for his tribe.
The prophecies of Ahijah made him ambitious,
and aroused the suspicions of the king. Jero-
boam fled to Egypt for his life, and took refuge
at the court of Shishak, the ruling Pharaoh.
Upon the death of S8olomon he returned, and
called upon to lead the people in their rebellion
against Rehoboam. Jerome has a tradition
which identifies Nebat with Shimei, David’s
reviler, who was of the house of Saul. This
would ally Jeroboam with the earliest royal house
of Isracl, and create in his heart a natural an-
tipathy against the reigning family.

21. Assembled all the house of Judah, It
is calculated that the twelve tribes occupied a
territory covering 12,810 square miles at the time
of Solomon’s death, Of this territory Israel had
about 9,375 square miles, and Judah about 3,435
square miles, As there were no ‘“standing
armies,” in the modern sense, in those days, it
must have taken quite a while to assemble and
organize so large anarmy as Rehoboam gathered,
But this great number, 180,000, need not cause
surprise, since, according to the census of David,
the tribe of Judah alone had 500,000 men of war.

22. Shemaiah, Ile probably belonged to
the tribe of Judah, and it is likely that he was a
2. 5) ; he wrote
a history against Rehoboam (2 Chron, 12. 5-8,
15), and had great influence through his preac
ing when Shishak of Egypt made war against
Rehoboam,

24. This thing is from me, This prophet
emphatically declared that the dissolution was
not a human affair solely, but that the separa-
tion of the tribes was a divine dispensation. It
may have been distasteful and humiliating to the
king and his followers, but they should not in-
terfere with it in any way. The die had been
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cast, and they had to abide by the result. The

Orientalisms of the Lesson

prospect of war with a greater army than they |

could command may have had a soothing influ-

ence upon their wrath also, and their readiness |
to “ hearken to the word of the Lord " and to re- | the life of Isracl,

turn ‘““‘every man to his house' was doubtless
accelerated thereby.

25. Built l\hm—ln-m. Jeroboam began to
erect defenses.  Shechem and Penuel were built
lnmz before thistime. The word rendered * built **

cally means * fortified ” in this place, Shechem
was in the mountain regions of Ephraim, and
Penuel was in Gad, beyond Jordan, whether
northward or southward is not definitely known,
Keil is inclined to think that Jeroboam fortified
Penuel because the caravan road to Damascus
passed it ; Duncker thinks it was to subdue the
Ammonites and Moabites, but it is more likely
that he prepared himself for any attack that
Judah might suddenly make upon him,

Thoughts for Young People,

Lo Do ot vashly reject the advice of « rperienced
men,  * Youth for action, age for wisdom.” It
is not possible for any young person to be as ju-
dicious as every old person should be, but it is
possible for any young person to bhe as wise in
hig practice as the aggregated wisdom of the best
books and the wi

28t counselors,

2e Never be contemptuous. 1t was not Reho-
Loam’s refusal, but the manner of refusal, which
infuriated the Israclite chieftains. Gentle man-
ners and a tender consideration for the feclings
of others will help us pass many of the most
serious troubles of life,

3. Hearken wnto the word of the Lord, Reho-
boam was a weak man, but this at least can be
said for him, that after his blunders and sins he
turned humbly to God and followed the direction
of God’s prophet. “When 1 fall, then shall 1
rise.” Because one has committed one sin or
made one blunder is no reason for continuing
in the downward path. God calls upward.
Hearken.,

4¢ Imitate Jerobowmn in the qualitios that brought
kim to the front: Tremendous energy, faithful
service, kind-heartedness, promptitude, astute-
ness,

B¢ Do not imitate Jerohoam in the qualitics that
led to the overthrow of his dynasty. He was a great
deal stronger man in every way than was Reho-
boam ; a king by nature, not by family ; but he
failed in this, that, having received his kingdom
from God, he did not dare to trust God to keep
it for him, but sinned at Bethel, and caused all
Israel to sin,

BY J. T, GRACEY, D.D,

The reign of Solomon was a turning point iy
Under his government 1
grew up an internal trade in agricaltural prodogs
and also a foreign market. Solomon had a oy,
mercial treaty with the Tyrians and also v,
Egypt which was confirmed by his mareying o,
of Pharaoh’s daugbters, All this brought a ¢
increase of wealth and general prosperity, a1
aristocracy of wealth succeeded to the old 1pi),]
aristocraey, thus developing lavish expend
and  senseless luxury, There was imporio
a class of skilled laborers ; the old bronze s
were taught to be skilled workers in metals
potters and the smiths and the engravers
masons and the bakers and the weavers
barbers were developed as new orders of the in.
dustrial classes to meet this demand for luxurions
living, The ancient tribal organization of I+
gave way and kings were obliged to make a oy o-
nant with the ¢lders of the people hefore thvy
ascended the throne, and the violation of 1/
covenants was always considered just ground (op
revolt,  Civil and criminal cases came to 1
brought before the king, being taken out of 11
hands of the local judges., A body of officiul- 1o
collect the revenues grew up, were chosen from
the family of the king or from the ranks of lis
favorites. All this throws light on many
sages in these lessons, as in verse 18, wher
king sent Adoram, who was “ over the tribun
and the revolt itself against Rehoboam, beciise
he would not consent to make a reasonable «
tract with the people in regard to the measuy of
their taxation. Corruption spread through ull
classes; the rich became oppressive, and the
poor were crushed in the dust, It became ul-
most impossible to secure redress for wron
the hands of the government, while the it
came to be ackiowledged of a creditor to 1l a
debtor into slavery for debt. The very judees
were open to venal bribes, and gave their jule-
ments in favor of the man who presented t
largest. Amos says, 2, 6, * They have sold 1
righteous for '~ll\(‘!‘ and the needy for the price of
a pair of shoes,’
Jeroboam set up one political capital at Shecliom
and another at Penuel. Shechem became the
base of operations in the building and fortifyinge
of the cities, Penuel, near the ford Jabhok, fir-
nished a strong outpost among the trans- h-:'l..v {
tribes, It was usual to select the tops of hills
the sites of cities and villages because of their
adaptability to defense, but Shechem was in a
| deep hollow, between Ebal and Gerazim, and had
no military advantage. It is possible that 1«

and
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main rewson for selecting it as a capital was that ‘
it was central and near the chief sanctuary of the
Samaritans, as great emphasis was put on the
religious sentiment in all the history of Oriental |
politics.  Penuel had its chief interest as the spot |
where Jacob wrestled until the angel touched his
thigh and caused him to become lame, an inci- |
dent which is perpetuated in the fact that the
Jows to this day do not eat the sinew of un,\“
animal. A Jewish community has been discoy- |
ered recently in the provineial capital of Honan.
The residence of this Jewish community in this
remote region has been known in Europe since
the seventeenth century, The pope at one time

a1t to them to obtain copies of the Hebrew in-
seriptions on their synagogue.  What is peculiar
in this connection is the name by which they are
known among the Chinese, * Tino-Kin-Kino,”
which, strictly translated, is, ** S8ect-which-picks-
out-the-sinew.”

By Way of lllustration,

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

|
The king's folly.  Rehoboam was like Richard L1,
whose weakness and show of authority were

matched only by his conceit.  When his friends !

told him that his folly would lead to his ln-lxlg"
deposed, he declared that all the water of the sea
could not wash the balm from an anointed king,
and that for every man who had lifted sword |

nst his erown God had brought to his |

(Richard’s) side a glorious angel, Nevertheless
he was dethroned and put to death,

We talk sometimes of men who dance on the
edge of a voleano, and we have read of Nero fid-
dling while Rome was burning, but it may be
questioned whether history affords a more pitia-
ble instance of folly than Rehoboam's.—Pulpit
Comime uhll'!p

{ turning point.  Rehoboam did not consider
how much depended upon his decision, When
traveling in the Alps one often sees a small iron
cross planted at a steep turn in the road or on
the verge of some immense precipice. Each
cross marks the spot where a too careless tourist
was lost.

The European nations that espoused the Refor-
mation have prospered, while those that rejected
it have had centuries of darkness,

A State's prison conviet said, “T can look back
now and see just where the turning point of my
life was, It was the day when 1 first deliberately
chose the wrong and said to myself, * I'll risk the
consequences,’ "

Isvacl punished for vebellion,
reliy

The best and most
s people left the kingdom. The Levites,
refusing to take part in the forbidden worship

set up by Jeroboam, went over to the kingdom
of Judah. 8o the King of France banished the
Huguenots, and it is said that a number of the
best German officers of the army which gained
the victory over France in 1871 were the de-
scendants of the Huguenots, the best blood of
France, who were driven from their country by
the Roman Catholic leaders on account of their
religion.—Select Notes,

God brings good out of evil. The Scriptures
speak plainly concerning the sinfulness that cul-
minated in the disruption of the nation. And
any good that may have resulted is to be attribu-
ted to the tender providence that takes up the
crippled body, from which the right eye may
have been plucked out and the right hand cut
off for their offenses, and yet enables it, disfigured
and maimed by its sin, to “enter into life.”—
Monday Club,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

BY MRS, J. H. KNOWLES,

We are beginning now a series of most in-
structive lessons in Old Testament history, * 1
am the Lord, I change not,” is written upon
every page of human experience all the way from
Adam and Eve to you and to me. Moral prin-
ciples are eternal as God is.  Spiritual laws are
as exact as those which govern nature, Accord-
ing to law every star in the great host of the sky
finds its never-varying place in the vast revolu-
tions of the ages. Every soul according to fixed
law will find its own place in the moral govern-
ment of God-law, and like its Author, is ** without
variableness, neither shadow of turning,” and
works for the present and eternal felicity of all
who regard it ; and with equal certainty it works
for the destruction of all who set it at defiance
or lightly pass it by. You read in this twelfth
chapter of first Kings that the breaking up of
the kingdom of Israel and the disasters which
followed were *from the Lord,” and you may
perhaps say, “If God ordered it, it had to be;
the people were not responsible.” 8o those
judge who look ouly on the surface of things.
They say God rules the affairs of men; he is re-
sponsible for all the sin and the suffering. Why
does he not put an end to it since he is almighty ?
The study of to-day’s lesson in the light of the
Holy 8pirit shows us how unreasoning and mis-
leading this is. The kingdom was not broken
becanse of God’s arbitrary will; the people
brought war and disunion upon themselves by
disobedience to his commands and disregard of
his covenant. You must read from the third to
the twelfth chapters. When Solomon was king
at first he asked for “ an understanding heart,”




396 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [July 3

and as longas he kept a teachable spirit, loyal | pressure, not rich in comioerce. The ten tril. s,
to (rod, he was guided so that he prospered in |or, as we are now to call them, the kingdon:
all that he did., But he forgot God—became | Isracl, was, on the contrary, a fertile and beay
selfish,self-indulgent, and ** did evil in the sight of | ful country. It included what was known in Ny
the Lord.” From that time things went wrong, | Testament times as Samaria, Galilee, and Po oy
until 8olomon died. Then his son, Rehoboam, | beyond the Jordan. It was easy of appro.
began his reign, and you have only to read the | from all sides, and that is the (human) reason « |
story to know why he fell into dire trouble. e | Israel was so easily and so frequently congucr (|
was proud-spirited, imperious, self-willed. He | ....III. Show the elements of weakness ui lip
got good advice from men of experience, but he | the apparent strength of Solomon’s rule, wii .}
followed the advice of the young people who | elements come forward at the accession of 1¢
grew up with him, which suited him better. | weak and immature Rehoboam : (1) Rivalr
Human nature is the same in old Israel and | tween Ephraim and Judah. (2) Corrupting
young Canada. It is easy to take advioe which | fluence of idolatry. (3) Extravagance of ()
accords with our own inclination. The fatal | court, causing heavy taxation and financial s
snare of many a boy and girl is the influence of | tress, (4) Want of assimilation among the o
associates who think it fine to be independent of | quered lands and the tribes of Israel... IV,
the ““ slow "’ opinions of their elders. Rehoboam’s | Shechem. Its early history. An event in th life
smart “ little finger ”” proved a scorpion to him- | of Christ which occurred near it. Why R
self as well as to the people. Neither God nor | boam went thither to be crowned....V. Cliuc-
circumstances made the reign of Rehoboam | ter studies: (1) Rehoboam—immature, self- -
tumultuous and bloody, but the character of the | ceited, injudicious, but easily swayed by cood
man himself. * Whatsoever a man soweth that | men, and striving in his weak way to muk. a
shall he also reap.” Jeroboam’s story illus- | good king. (2) Jeroboam, a capable, vigorous
trates the same invariable law. Jealousy, selfish- | official, a true patriot, perhaps a demagocic;
ness, self-will, led him to set up false gods in Dan | also unwilling to trust God for the perman: e
and Bethel, causing Israel *“to sin a great sin,” [of the kingdom that he could not have gt
resulting in untold suffering and disaster, without God, and making shipwreck at last 1
It is always so. Follow the course of any ’vuusc of his connivance with wrong....VI. The
person, and you will see the outworking of the | rights and wrongs of the people: (1) They
moral law of cause and effect. Over and over | were misgoverned, (2) They had aright to
the Bible teaches this by precept and illustration. | test, and, so far as we can understand, they jro-
God’s laws are good, their outcome good; for |tested in an orderly and judicious manner,
God is love. ‘ Know therefore and see that it is | Nevertheless (3) They lacked self-control, and
an evil thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken | sectional prejudices misguided them....VI. Tuke
the Lord thy God.” the same outline map, and with another colored
Si——— pencil trace the five kingdoms into which ~lo
mon’s empire was broken up: (1) Isracl. (2)
Syria, (3) Moab, (4) Edom, (5) Judah .. VIl
I An outline map of the empire of David |8how the divine purpose in all these evints,
drawn over an outline map of the original terri- | God's plan was for a Church rather an empire,
tory of the twelve tribes will be found service- | The greatest blessing that could come to the
able. Draw on blackboard or trace on thin paper | cause of religion at this time was entire sover-
a map of the tribes, only allow a large framework | ance from worldly kingdoms, and in the holy zeal
80 as to carry out the lines of David's conquests | developed in Judah during the succeeding on-
(perhaps in another color of lead or ink or chalk); | turies we see at least one wholesome resilt of
then draw the line of division which Jeroboam | this division.
and ““all Israel " made, with Benjamin and Judah ey
on the south, and the other tribes on the north.
Recall the fact that Levi, whose descendants had Before the Class.
been living in all parts of the land, hastened BY GEORGE W. PEASE,
southward, and by their numbers and zeal Iutroduction. Draw an cutline map upon the
strengthened the southern kingdom....II. Judah | board, showing the kingdoms of David and =l
is mountainous, sterile, rocky, a country for for- | mon and also the old tribal divisions. Sinon
tifications, Its capital city could never have be- | had been practically absorbed in Judah, and lien-
come wealthy but by the national festivals or the | jamin had united with Judah and was not usunlly
plunder of subjugated capitals. Not rich in min- | named separately. The commercial and reli

The Teachers’ Meeting.

18

erals, not rich in agriculture, and, except under ‘ conditions of the kingdom under Solomon, the
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wealth of part of the people, the burdunsome!
tuses of others, and the building operations of
Salomon, which required great drafts of forced
lubor, should be clearly brought to view, that the
demands of the ten tribes may be clearly under- 1

Describe the place of the lesson scene, |
|

stood,
sliechem, and give a liitle of its intensely inter-
esting and important history. Short sketches of
Lehoboam and Jeroboam should be given, and
the relation of the latter with S8olomon shown, |

Development of the text.  Place upon the board
the subject of the lesson, * Opportunity for Serv-
jeo,” and the following subdivisions as they are
developed in the class : 1. The opportun
fered 3 2. The opportunity considered ; 3. The op-
portunity rejected ; 4. The opportunity lost.

1. The opportunity offered.  All Israel, under the
leadership of Jeroboam, assembled at Shechem
to make Rehoboam king if he would comply with |
certain conditions, Note (a) The great oppor-
tunity presented—a kingship. How much that
might have meant for Israel and for Rehoboam !
What a field for service was here presevted to the
young man! (b) The conditions—the lightening
of the burdensome yoke of the past. Question
the class whether these conditions were reason-
able or not,  Lead the class to see that this is the
cry of the people to-day, and that men have of- |
fered them to-day positions of leadership upon
similar conditions,

2. The opportunity considered.  We have hl‘l‘l"
the two kinds of advice which from that time to
this have been offered in similar cases, A\'oln-l
concerning the counsel of the old men, that it was :
(1) Sound—there was danger in any other course ;
(» Reasonable—the nation was in a condition to |
have taxes lightened ; (¢) Broadly politic—thereby ‘
the people would be bound to Rehoboam and the |
prosperity of the kingdom assured. Notesecond |
the advice of the young men, that it was () Rash
—no thought was given to possible conse- |
quences ; (b) Selfish—no thought was given to the J
rights of others; (¢) Ruinous—as the results
clearly showed. “Old men for counsel, young
men for action,” is a good maxim for us to re-
member to-day when opportunities for service
are offered and these two kinds of advice are
given,
8. The opportunity rejected. The young men’s
advice was accepted and acted upon, and the
great opportunity for servi f serving a people
as king (see verse 7), was rejected.  Everything
but self was lost sight of ; folly and rashness
rather than wisdom and experience were fol-
lowed, and pride and selfishness gained the day.

1. The opportunity lost. *To your tents, O Is-
" With this cry the ten tribes were lost
the king, a new kingdom sprang into exi

rael

and the opportunity for serving a united people
was forever lost to Rehoboam. Note (a) The
flight of Rehoboam to Jerusalem ; (b) The assem-
bling of the army ; (¢) The message from God
through the prophet 8Shemaiah ; (d) The respect
paid to the word of the Lord and the disbanding
of the army.

Specific application, Greatness is  dependent
upon service. (See Matt, 20, 26-27.) Every op-
portunity to serve others is an opportunity to
be great after the standard of Jesus. Many de-
sire to use a great opportunity, as Rehoboam did,
purely for selfish ends, and those who thus reject
an opportunity to serve will just so surely suffer
The advice of the world to-day is like unto
the advice of the young men ; the advice of the
Christ is like unto that of the old men, The motto
of the Prince of Wales, “Ich dien” (I serve),
should be the motto of every young person to-
day. **Choose ye this day whom ye will serve,”
self or others, and thus decide whether you will
grow or not,

loss,

OPTIONAL HYMN .,

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
There's a wideness,

All hail the power of Jesus’ name.
Come, Holy Ghost, in love,

From every stormy wind.

Lord of the worlds above,
Light of life,

Awake, my soul,

Jesus, thou everlasting King.
The praying spirit breathe.

Library References.
BY REV. 8, G, AYRES, B.D.
Renosoam.—Geikie, Old Testament Characters,

page Rawlinson, The Kings of Israel and Ju-
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History of the Hebrews (index). Stanley, History

of the Jewish Church, vol. ii, page 303,
Jerosoay.—Dickinson, Religion Teaching by

Erample, page 184, Rawlinson, Kings of Isracl and

Judah, page 14, Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. i,

page 443, Kittel, History of the Hebrews (index).

Stanley, History of the Jowish Church, vol. i, page
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Tue Rext Kinapoym.—Rawlingon, The King:
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History of the Hebrews, vol. ii, pages 241-256,
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LESSON II. ELIJAH THE PROPHET.

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK OF BIBLE MANNERS Ax )y
Customs: Ver, 8, Chariots, 119, 615, Ver, 25,
Building a city, 866.

Blackboard.
BY T. J. HARTNAGEL, EsSQ.
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[July 10,

GOLDEN TEXT. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, accord-
ing to the word of the Lord. 1 Kings 17. 16,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read the whole chapter. ]
1 Kings 17. 1-18. [ Comumit to memory verses 2-6.]

1 And E-li'juh the Tish'bite, who was of the in-
hubitants o e-ad, said unto A'hab, As the
Lorp God of Is'ra-el liveth, before whom 1 stand,
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but
according to my word.

2 And the word of the Lorp came unto him,
saying, |

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and
hide thyselt by the brook Che'rith, that is before
Jor'dan,

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the
brook ; and I have commanded the ravens to
feed thee there,

t and did according unto the word
for he went and dwelt by the brook
Che'rith, that is before Jor'dan. |

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh
in the morning, and bread and flesh in the even-
ing; and he drank of the brook,

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the
brook dried up, because there had been no rain
in the land.

8 And the word of the Lorp came unto him,
saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zar'e-phath, whicl, belongeth
to Zi'don, and dwell there : behold, I have com-
manded a widow woman there to sustain thee.

2 |
10 80 he arose and went to Zar'e-phath.  And
when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the

RevisED VERSION,

1 And E-li'jah the Tish'bite, who was of th
sojourners of Gil'e-ad, said unto A'hab, \s
the Lowp, the God of Is'ra-el, liveth, befor
whom [ stand, there shall not be dew nor ruin
these years, but according to my worl

2 And the word of the Lorp came unto hin,

3 saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee east
ward, and hide thyself by the brook Che'ritl;,

4 that is before Jor'dan, And it shall be, that
thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have
commanded the ravens to feed thee ther

5 8o he went and did according unto the word
of the Lorn: for he went and dwelt by the

6 brook Che'rith, that is before Jor'dan. And
the ravens brought him bread and flesh in )¢
morning, and bread and flesh in the evening:

7 and he drank of the brook, And it came 1o
pass after a while, that the brook dried up,

8 because there was no rain in the land. And
the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying.

9 Arise, get thee to Zar'e-phath, which belong
eth to Zi'don, and dwell there : behold, I hav
commanded a widow woman there to sustain

10 thee. So he arose and went to Zar'e-phath :
and when he came to the gate of the city, |
hold, a widow woman was there gatherinz
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch
me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that

widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and |11 I may drink. And as she was going to
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he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee,
a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she was going to fetch if, he called
to her, and said, Bring me, [ pray thee, a morsel
of bread in thine hand.

12 And she said, As the Lorp thy God liveth, 1
have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a bar-
rel, and a little oil in a cruse: and behold, 1 am
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress
it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.

13 And E-li'jah said unto her, Fear not: go
awd do as thou hast said : but make me thereof a
little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after
make for thee and for thy son,

14 For thussaith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, The
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither ghall the
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lorp send-
¢th rain upon the earth,

15 And she went and did according to the say-
ing of E-li'jah = and she, and he, and her house,
did eat many days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither
did the eruse of oil fail, according to the word
of the Lorp, which he spake by E-li'jah,

fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me,
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.
12 And she said, As the Lorp thy God liveth, I
have not a cake, but an handful of meal in
the barrel, and a little oil in the cruse : and,
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may
€o in and dress it for me and my son, that we
13 may eat it, and die. And E-li'jah said unte
her, Fear not ; go and do as thou hast said:
but make me thereof a little cake first, and
bring it forth unto me, and afterward make for
14 theeand for thy son. For thus saith the Lorp,
the God of Is'ra-¢l, The barrel of meal shall not
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until
the day that the Lorp sendeth rain upon the
15 earth, And she went and did according to
the saying of E-li'jah: and she, and he, and
16 her house, did eat many days. The barrel of
meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil
fail, according to the word of the Lorp, which
he spake by E-li'jah.

Time.—About B. C. 910 or 908, Places.—
1. Samaria, a city built by King Omri, Ahab’s
father, and made the capital of his kingdom.
2. The brook Cherith, a rocky ravine running
down to the Jordan, which is turned into a brook
in every rainy season. 3. Zarephath, a Pheeni-
cian town between Tyre and Sidon, the same as
Sarepta of the New Testament.

Home Readings.

M. Hardened in sin. 1 Kings 16, 25-33,

Tw. Elijah the Prophet. 1 Kings 17. 1-7.

W. Elijah the Prophet. 1 Kings 17. 8-16.

Th. S8orrow and joy. 1 Kings 17, 17-24.

F. The famine. 1 Kings 18, 1-16.

S. Power of prayer. James 5, 13-20,

8. Kept by God. Psalm 37, 12-24,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe!

No. 146, New Canadian Hymnal.
God of my life, thro'all my days,
My grateful powers shall sound thy praise,

No. 145, New Canadian Hymnal.
My Gud, and Father, while I stray
Far from my home, in life's rough way.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. A Prophet’s Faith, v. 1-7.
What prophet is referred to?
tory.
What message declared his faith ?

Give his his-

To whom ?

How long did the drought continue? Luke
4. 25,

Where was the prophet bidden to hide? From
whom ?

What promise was made to him ?

How did he show his faith in God ?

How was God’s faithfulness shown ?

What trial then came to the prophet’s faith ¢
2. A Woman’s Faith, v. 8-16,

What journey was the prophet bidden to take ?

What promise of support had he ?

What request did he make of a woman at Zar-
ephath ?

What further did he ask ?

To what straits was the woman reduced ?

What strange command tested the woman’s
faith ¢

What promise was made to her?

How did she show her faith ¢

What was the result of thus trusting God ?
GOLDEN TEXT.

‘What sorrow soon came to the woman ? Verses
17, 18,

How was her sorrow removed ?  Verses 19-23.

Of what was she then convinced ¢

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Sin brings trouble. Wrongdoing and suffer-
ing walk hand in hand. The “wages ™ of this
taskmaster are death.

2. Obey God’s commandments,
is always safe,
fear to go,

3. Trast God for daily hread. Worry never
relieves want. God feeds the ravens ; why should
his children have any fear ?

That course
Where he 18 guide none need
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEIHATE‘ What does lack of rain and dew often cause

SCHOLARS. Of what had God warned them years before ¥

What did he say should feed him ?
Where was he sent next ?

What king is here referred to?
Who appeared before him ?
To what country did Elijah belong ¢ Was this woman able to care for the prophet
What message did he bear to the king ? What did Elijah promise her?
On account of what sin had God threatened to|  How long did the oil and meal last ?
withhold rain? See Deut. 11, 16, 17, How did she dare give away the last food sl
From whom did Elijah receive a message ? had? She trusted the God of Elijah.
Where was he told to go? [
What was said about his food and drink ?
What did the prophet do ? ‘
What service did the ravens render ? |
Who feeds the ravens ¥ Luke 12, 24, ‘ (For the entire school.)
Wiio, theu, really fod Elijah # | 1. What did Elijahtell Abab? ¢ There shall
'\\ hat happeued, after a while, to the brook? | ;,0t be dew nor rain.”®
Wyt 2, What fed Elijah when he hid near the brook
2. A Woman’s Faith, v. 8-16, Cherith? Ravens.
Where next was Elijah told to go?
Who would there provide for him ?

Whom did he meet near the city ? 4
What request did hie make of her? 4. Whom had God commanded to sustain

As she went, what did he further ask ? him? A widow woman.

What did the woman say about her supply ? 5. What was her entire wealth? A handful
What was Elijah’s answer ? of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a
‘What promise did he give her? cruse.

What, then, did the woman do? 6. What wonderful thing did God cause?
When did the meal and oil fail ? GoLpes TexT: ¢¢ And the barrel,” etc.

|
1. A Prophet’s Faith, v. 1-7. 1 Where did the Lord tell Elijah to hide ?
|

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

3. Where did God send him when the brook
dried up? To Zarephath.

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. To fear God ? NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.

2. To obey God? 19. Wherein consists the sinfulness of our faller

3. To trust God ? cstate?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER The sinfulness of our fallen estate consists in the
SCHOLARS, want of original righteousness, and the corruption

Whom did the Lord send to King Ahab with a | of our whole nature, commonly called original sin,
together with all actual transgressions which flow

message ? B
from it.

Why was he not afraid to go ?
What was the message he carried ¢ Romans vii. 14

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Reward of True Character.
I. TRUE CHARACTER, | II. Its REwWARDS,

1. Bold. Said unto Ahab. v. 1. | 1. Insights Word of the Lord. v. 2.
Be thou strong. Josh. 1. 7. Secret of the Lord. Psalm 25. 14.
Strong in the Lord. Eph. 6. 10, ‘ Spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. 2. 14,

2. Believing. Suith the Lord. v. 1. | uidances Turn....hide. v, 3.
Evidence of things not seen, Hebh, 11, 1, | Guide thee with mine eye. Psalm 3
Staggered not. Rom. 4. 20, | Thine ears shall hear. Isa. 30, 21.

3. Obedient. Did according. v. 5. | 8. Cares Ravensbrought. v. 6.

By faith Abraham....obeyed. Ieb. 11, 8. Thou shalt be fed. Psalm 37, 3.
Do....I command you, John 15. 14, | God shall supply. Phil. 4, 19,

4. Trusting. Duelt by the brook, v. b. . Helpfulness, Ske....her house. v, 15.
Trust in the Lord. Psalm 37, 3. Be a blessing. Zech, 8, 13,

Careful for nothing, Phil, 4. 6, Salt of the earth, Matt, 5, 13,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

In the hour when the cause of God seemed at its lowest ebb, when the worst of kings was on the
throne and the bitterest foe of Jehovah sat as queen beside him, when Baal was in full power and
the ministers of God were persecuted to death—in that hour arose the mightiest of the Old Testa-
ment prophets, Elijah the Tishbite, We know nothing of his family, his ancestry, or his training,
except that he had grown up in the free air of G'lead and far from the corrupting influence of the
court.  He came to stand as uncompromisingly .oz Jehovah as Jezebel stood for Baal, to match his
force and will against hers, and to answer her persecution of the prophets of Jehovah by his own
sluughter of the priests of Baal,  Unheralded he bursts upon the scene, and uninvited he stands in
presence of the king, his rough mantle and unshorn hair contrasting strangely with the jeweled and
robed courtiers.  His message is brief and terrible; no good tidings of mercy, but warning of
wrath,  He does not even call to repentance nor invite to faith. He simply forewarns of coming
doom, and then stalks forth from the royal presence as suddenly as he came. It is as if a bolt of
lightning had shot forth from the sky and then folded itself away ; so suddenly did the rough
prophet drop out of sight.  We see him later communing with God by the brook, feeding upon the
slender store brought by his winged servitors, bearing comfort and support to the widow of Zare-
phath, and everywhere he appears as the man of fellowship with God, of faith, and of obedience,

Verse 1. Elijah. His name means * Jeho-
vah is my God,” and the name expressed his
character, which was uncompromising and radi-
cal in fidelity to the God of Israel, We know
very little of his history and nothing of his an-
cestry. (1) Not “who a man is, but * what" he
is, is the important question, 'The Tishbite,
Perhaps indicating that he was a native of a
place called Tishbi, or Tishbeh, of which nothing
is known, Gilead. The country on the east
side of the Jordan, a lofty tableland stretching
to the Syrian desert, the home of a rough, uncul-
tivated people. It is noteworthy that the greatest
prophets of the past and the greatost preachers
of the present began life in the free life of the
country. Said unto Ahab, For once the
wicked king heard the voice of a man, and not
of flattering courtiers. As the Lord God of
Israel Jiveth. His mission was to proclaim
Jehovah as against Baal, a living God against
dead idols. Before whom I stand. Ile stood
before God as his servant, and in an age of perse-
cution made a bold confession, (2) Why should
any follower of the living God be ashamed to own his
7 There shall not be dew nor rain,
Perhaps not absolutely none, for then the country
would become a desert, but a drought sufficient
to convince king and people that it came directly
from the hand of God. But according to my
word, This would prove that he spoke by a
divine authority, * How big doth he speak when
he speaks in God's nawe,"—Bishop Hall, (3) Ser
in this the fidelity, courage, faith, and obedience of
God's prophet,

2. The word of the Lord,
we know not,

3. Turn thee eastward. From Samaria,
where he had met the king. Hide thyself.

ser

How it came

(4) There are times when God's servants must stand
and times when they may fly. The brook Chee
riths An unknown torrent running into the
river Jordan from the mountain region. It has
been supposed by some to be the Wady Kelt,
near Jericho,

4. Thou shalt drink of the brook, Kept
running longer than others to supply his needs.
Thave commanded the ravens. Birds of prey
were to bring food to God's servant. Some
would change the Hebrew orehim into arabim,
‘“ Arabians,” and say that he was fed by wander-
ing Arabs; but if we believe in miracles at all,
why not accept the plain statement of Scripture
here? (5) See how precisely God directs the ways of
a servant who trusts him,

5. So he went and did. With absolute, un-
questioning obedience. According unto the
word of the Lord. This was the rule of Eli-
jah’s actions. He had no elaborate creed, no
national constitution, no social proprieties to
fence his daily conduct, but in all things sought
to adjust his life to “ the word of the Lord.”
Dwelt by the brook Cherith. How long we
know not. The temptation, doubtless, came to
him that the time there spent was uselessly
spent, but he must learn that (6) There are times
Jor patient waiting as well as for actual working.

6. The ravens brought him bread and
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in
the evening. Where they got this food, in what
condition of preservation it was, in what quanti-
ties, and with what regularity it came—none of
these things are recorded for us. The simple
fact is given by the historian that such food as
Elijah had, including both flesh meat and other
food, was brought by these birds of prey.

7. After a while. Some have supposed this
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“while " to have been about a year; we do not
know. The brook dried up. Little by little.
(7) To observe earthly resources steadily diminish
and retain undiminished faith in God—this is the
height of Christian heroism. Because there had
been no rain. It was Elijah's God that had
withheld the rain, and it was Elijah’s voice that
had foretold the drought, so that the very test of
his faith became an inspiration of faith,

8,9. The word of the Lord. It came to
him from above ; it comes to us from the written
word, and ours is the more sure word of proph-
ecy. Get thee to Zarephath. An ancient
city midway between Tyre and Zidon, in the
New Testament called Sarepta, now called Sura-
Jfend. Belongeth to Zidon. Zidon, on the
seacoast, was the very headquarters of Baal
worship, and the home of Jezebel. (8) God's
commands are not to be measwred by worldly stand-
ards of expediency. Dwell there. Note how di-
rectly under Baal's shadow God was raising up
and preserving Baal's destroyer! A widow
woman. The condition of the widows in the
East is helpless in the extreme, so that to receive
support from such a source was another trial to
Elijah’s faith, But then Ahab would never
search for the prophet in such quarters. To
sustain thee, Yet in so doing she was herself
sustained and blessed. (9) They who contribute to
God's cause receive more than they give.

10. He arose and went. Notice through-
out Elijah’s history the promptness with which
he obeyed the commands of God's Spirit. The
gate of the city. An old tradition locates the
very spot of this meeting south of the city. The
widow woman was there, An unpropitious
prospect, not encouraging to the fleshly nature—
a support from a starving widow ! But Elijah
knew that the thread of God’s purpose, how soever
frail it seems, is a cable that human strength
can never break. A little water. He was
thirsty from his journey ; she was famished with
hunger. (10) Two atoms with omnipotence behind
them are mightier than two kingdwms in Baal's name,

11. She was going. In her own need she
was mindful of another’s need, and was ready to
help to the limit of her power. A morsel of
bread. It was not a selfish request, but was
made under divine direction, to show the widow’s
want and awaken her faith, Perhaps, also, Eli-
jah was not quite sure whether she was the one
to whom God had directed him, and spoke to her
as a test,

12. As the Lord thy God liveth, Among
the Hebrews this was the most solemn of oaths
or invocations, That a pagan woman adopted
it shows simply that she knew that Elijah was
a devout believer in God—that is, Jehovah, She

used the words that would be most impressive
on him ; it does not follow that she herself wor-
shiped Jehovah, I have not a cake. Or, as
we might say, a biscuit. A handful of meal,
Probably barley, the cheapest grain food. A
barrel. An earthenware jar. Oil. Olive oil,
sweet oil, used in Southern Europe and Asia
Minor as we use butter. A cruse. A bottle
Two sticks. A couple of sticks ; not meaning
exactly two, but a very few, Dress it. Cook
it. That we may eat it, and die. Words of
the most pathetic despair.

13. Fear not. It would be a helpful task
to set the scholars on a search for repetitions
of this little sentence in the Bible. It and its
equivalents are repeated more frequently than
any other injunction, except, perhaps, * Praise
the Lord.” Make me thereof a little cake
| firsts  Astonishing as this demand is to us, it
| was in accordance with oriental feelings. To-
day in India a fakir or holy man might make
a similar demand of a starving Hindu, and,
stranger still, would probably receive the food,
In the case of Elijah and the widow woman the
prevalent superstition and reverence for the holy
orders are ennobled into an act of living faith in
the prophet’s God.

14. The Lord God of Israel. He appeals
to the same power to which she had reverently
alluded. Shall not waste. The stock shall
not be lessened. The Lord sendeth rain,
Here is a lesson, often ignored, that we should
impress on our pupils: whenever the rain fulls
it is the Lord that sends it ; whenever the stock
of provisions at home is renewed it is the Lord
that renews t. (11) He gives us day by day our
daily bread, and to the truly devont heart this thought
should be as constantly present in times of prosperity
as in extremities,

15. She went and did. And received the
reward of her faith. If men and women were
made of the same stuff in those days as in these
there were many others who had as clear belicf
in the Lord God of Israel as she, but dared not o
and do. The Lord Jesus found no scarcity of
people to applaud the story of the Good Samur-
itan, but when he said, “ Go thou and do like-
wise,” not many obeyed him. One secret of
Christian effectiveness is to do as well as we
know. According to the saying of Elijah.
Elijah went according to the word of the Lord:
this woman goes according to the word of the
Lord’s servant. Whether Christians will or not
they are treated in the same way now. (12) 11
are God's epistles, read and known of all wien.
Many days. Very likely more than two v
‘()nr authorities for the three and a half y¢
| duration of the famine are Luke 4, 25, James 5. 17.
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

There is an interval of sixty-six years between
the dates of this lesson and of the last. Many
changes had taken place in the two kingdoms.
Judal's kings had been Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa,
and Jehoshaphat, and the kingdom was prosper-
ous. lIsrael's kings were Jeroboam, Baasha,
Elah, Omri, and Ahab, and the religion and
morals of the people had reached a very low
level. Ahab, the infamous, had undertaken to
make the worship of Baal the national religion,
and to supplant and stamp out the worship of
Jehovah, A crisis was reached in the history of
[srael, and the man of the hour—Elijah, the Tish-
bite—steps forth to vindicate the religion of the
fathers, and to rescue it from the oppression of
the debased king and his vicious queen.

Yerse 1. Elijah. Dean Stanley referred to
him properly as *‘ the grandest and most roman-
tic character that Israel ever produced.” Little
is known of his antecedents. He bursts sudden-
ly upon us like a meteor, Other prophets have
records of family, country, or exploits to intro-
duce them, but this weird, courageous, fiery,
triumphant man stalks suddenly in and then as
suddenly out, He was in some respects a typical
prophet, being ‘“above the common height of
man; he had long, wild hair; his language was
plain, brief, rude.”—Milman. * His only cloth-
ing was a girdle of skin around his loins and the
mantle, or cape, of sheepskin.”—Smith. Tishe
bite. Whether this is the name of a family or of
a place cannot yet be determined. Tobit 1. 2
mentions a town, Thisbe, and some claim that
this is the place of his birth, but there is sufficient
evidence to show that this is a mistranslation,
and that, therefore, no such place is known,
But what does it matter? The Tishbite was the
man of the hour ; he had a message—terrible it
wias—but he had sufficient courage to flash the
message in the flushed face of the wicked king.
All honor to such a man, whatever his lineage or
nationality or rank. Dew nor rain. This aw-
ful prophecy, with its dire results to all the peo-
ple, must have spread consternation throughout
the nation, But it was the legitimate outcome of
the policy formed by the wicked king and his still
more wicked queen. Idolatry had debased the
people ; God was repudiated. The God of Israel
had been dethroned by the edicts of Ahab; but
he was still supreme, and Baal was impotent in
spite of royal power and authority, So it has al-
ways been that that nation is blessed whose God
is the Lord, and those nations that have shown
disregard of him have fallen upon evil ways.

3. Cherith. This brook has not yet been
definitely identified. As ‘‘before” sometimes

means *‘ to the east of,” as in Josh, 18. 14, and
gometimes *toward,” as in Gen, 18. 16, it is
difficult to locate it, Robinson and Potter in-
cline to identify it with Wady-el-Kelt, west of the
Jordan, while Eusebius and Jerome place it in
the region east of the Jordan, But wherever it
was, there God had prepared a place of refuge
for his faithful prophet. Many a devoted servant
of God since the days of Elijah has found the
word true that says, * He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty.”

6. Ravens. There is the cleverest evidence
of a miracle. There was nothing miraculous
about supplying the prophet with water from the
brook, but there was in supplying him with
“bread or flesh” by means of the ravens, As
was to be expected, some *‘scholars’ have in-
vented an alleged explanation of this on ration-
alistic grounds. They claim that the word “ ra-
vens" here really means ** Arabians,” and the
inference is that the prophet was provisioned by
passing caravans of merchants, Another ingen-
ious effort to escape the necessity of acknowledg-
ing the miraculous is found in the claim that
‘“there was a town near by called Orbo or Oreb,
whose inhabitants, the Orebim (the same word as
that rendered ‘ravens’), fed the prophet.”
There is something amusing as well as pathetic
in this *“nibbling criticism.” To acknowledge a
miracle does not make quite as heavy a draft on
one’s imagination and intellectual conscientious-
ness as to accept the results of these studied at-
tempts to evade the miraculous,

9. Zarephath., This means in Hebrew
“smeiting house,” and is identified as the mod-
ern village of Surafend. The Crusaders built a
chapel on the traditional site of the widow’s
house. Zidon. This was the headquarters of
Baal-worship and the home of Ahab’s queen,
Jezebel, To pass through drought-stricken Is-
racl must have been dangerous to the prophet,
and its purpose strange, but to be ordered to the
very heart of the idolatrous region must have
been a trial to his faith. But he does not falter.
The order is given, and he obeys, Ahab might
search for him, Jezebel might seek his death, but
| the command of the Lord is law to his prophet,
and is obeyed without question, for ‘‘he arose
and went.”

12. As the Lord thy God liveth. Eli-
jah’s meeting with the woman must have
strengthened his confidence in God's ability to
do according to his word. She was a faithful
worshiper of the true God, but with a heavy load

on her heart ; he was God’s prophet, with a bur-
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den on his heart.  In their adversity they ap-
proached a ground of mutual sympathy. In re-
ceiving this stranger she was relieving her own
distresses and honoring Jehovah,

14. The barrel of meal, Whether this was |

a miracle of multiplication or of actual ereation
does not matter. It may be claimed that the
conditions did not call for so extraordinary an
exhibition of divine power, but it is only nec
sary to compare the conditions under which cer-
tain other well-authenticated miracles were per-
formed to show the hollowness of the assumption,
Zarephath may have presented a forbidden aspect
to the heroic prophet when he entered it, but it
was u place of triumph and great blessing., It
often happens that God's richest and most perma-
nent benedictions lie at the end of a difficult
road, and are secured only through entire de-
pendence upon God and loyalty to his command-
ments,

Thoughts for Young People,
The Honors of God’s Follower.

We see in Elijah a man who stood forth openly,
avowedly, uncompromisingly, as a follower of
God. He received for this great privileges, which
Wwe can have on the same terms.

L. There is the honor of sight into the divine pur-
poses.  He knew what others knew not, because,
living in communion with God, the divine secret
was with him, Verse 1.

2. There is the honor of divine guidance. Every
step was under God’s direction, whether to Sa-
maria, Cherith, or Zarephath. Verses2, 8, 14,

3. There is the honor of divine care, God’s child
is safe, for his Father's arm is around him.
While others famish he has food, even though
birds may bringit. Verse 6,

4. There is the honor of becoming a blessing to
others, Not only is his own life preserved, but
he becomes the means of preserving other lives,
Verses 13-16,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The peasants, or *fellahin,” of Palestine to-
day are Canaanites by descent, and still retain
their ancient religion, mixed with a few Moham-
medan usages, and they still worship local divin-
ities. Rawlinson says: “ Their worship was one
of the lowest and most debasing of the forms of
belief and worship prevalent in the ancient
world, combining impurity with cruelty, the
sanction of licentiousness with a requirement of
bloody rites revolting to the conscience and
destructive to any right apprehension of the true
idea of God.”

We must always picture to oursclves Elijah

‘ facing such a religious fanaticism as this, erying
out, * As the Lord God of Israel liveth ;" whom
| he now declares is the God who controls the ¢le-
ments, sending rain or withholding it, Pualestine

and is absolutely dependent on the rains
which, falling on the hills, descend in great vol-
| umes of water to the plaing and make the eastern
portion of the country a great marsh. If it fuil
| the soil soon becomes baked and hard, o that it
cannot be penetrated with the implements
Iklm\\'n to the people, and no seed can be kept
alive. There is no system of irrigation, no great
river supplying a steady source of relief; the
springs dry up ; there is no water in cisterns that
can fully supply man and beast. To paraphrase
the language of the prophet Joel :  The harvest
perished, the vine withered, the fig wilted, and all
the trees of the fleld with it ; the seed shriveled be-
low the clods, the threshing floors were empty, the
barns were broken down, for the corn had come
to nothing ; the beasts groan ; the herds of cattle
are perpléxed because they have no pasture, the
flocks of sheep are made desolate, the rivers of
water are dried up and the fire hath devoured
the pastures of the wilderness.” There are three
divisions of the rainy season: the early rain,
which softens the ground after the summer
for seeding ; the long winter rains, which fill the
cisterns and springs, and the spring rains, which
swell the seeds and bulbs, It seldom rains more
than seven or eight days at a time, however.
There is no rainfall from May to October. The
sea winds which blow each night from the Medi-
terranean furnish a moisture like a mist, and
this is what Elijah said should fail also: it is
called ““dew,” but there is properly no dewfall
in Palestine, for there is no moisture in the hot
summer air to be chilled into dew. The burning
skies would devastate vegetation in the summer
months but for this moisture which rose from
the sea, which is seen from Mount Carmel, where
Elljah went to look for the rain coming.

The ravens were commanded to feed the
prophet, not that he was to eat them, for they
were “unclean’ to Hebrews. The ravens and
all such scavenger birds are wont to carry to
their nests far more than they can eat, and they
sometimes carry what they do not eat themselves
or can eat. The writer has known birds of this
species, though not strictly ravens, to seize spoons
and other shining objects from the hands of little
children or the trays of butlers, Elijah could
find great numbers of the nests of the ravens in
the caves which abounded 1n the region where he
was hidden. He might find opportunities to take
what they had gathered without fighting with
‘ them, which might bea perilous undertaking, as

they fight by attacking the eyes,
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I'he woman who fed Elijah doubtless observed
thut he was a holy prophet, and in all the Eastern
world * holy men ™ are allowed to subsist by the
stall contributions of the people for their daily
A Hinda holy man or fakir will go
from shop to shop or house to house and solicit
a contribution of meal or vegetable or whatever

needs,

huppens to come into his pathway, in his “ bowl,” |

and then prepare it for himself, The widow gave
liim from her cruse of oil, probably like the ves-
scls still made at Gaza—a blue clay porous
globular vessel about nine inches wide, a neck
three inches long, a handle below the neck, and
a straight spout with an opening the size of a
straw.,

By Way of lllustration.
Eljjah the prophet,

not strange that he could with authority give a
message from the Lord, 8ome kings have what
are called “throne-room attendants,” Being
always with the king, they have a part in the
royal councils and know perfectly his mind.
Elijah was a throne-room attendant of the King
of kings, Two men were discussing their
pastor. One said, “ How is it that he tells us so
many new truths? " To which the other answered,
‘“He lives 8o much nearer God than the rest of
us I think he hears many things which others
farther away never hear at all.”

Spurgeon says, ‘‘ A peasant on his knees sees
further than a philosopher on his tiptoes,"

Ravens as  food carriers. A missionary in
India writes: *“ While I do not claim to know
where the ravens got the bread and meat, a resi-
dence of thirty years in the East helps me to
guess where they got it. My own litle children
have often come crying into the house, their
hands scratched and bleeding froa the claws of
kites and crows that had snatched from them
the food they were eating. Our nurse one day
prepared a fowl to be grilled for my sick wife,
and standing in the doorway, plate in hand,
called the cook to come for the fowl. When
the man came the nurse discovered that her
plate was empty. A kite or crow had carried
away the fow! without her knowledge. Meat
sellers are obliged to be continually on the
alert to prevent great birds from robbing them.
It is my firm conviction that those ravens stole
the food from the bazaars of Jerusalem or Jeri-
cho,”

"rovidential supplies, Mr. Spurgeon said he
could no more doubt providential supplies than
Elijah while receiving his daily rations from
ravens, His orphanage cost $50,000 anuually,

It is said of Elijah that he |
stood before the Lord continually, and so it is |

|

and only £7,000 of it was provided by endowment.
| The rest came in answer to prayer.

A mother who was very poor and whom God
had wonderfully helped was reassured by her
little boy, who said, “Mother, I think God al-
ways hears when we scrape the bottom of the
barrel,”

Gud saves the widow, In giving, loving, and
serving we have to put God first, This is the
soil where blessings root. Barreled corn never
touched so high a quotation in the world markets
before or since.  No oil well or pipe line ever ran
| 80 precious a product or brought such a price
as that of the widow’s cruse.  What would those
| mere morsels have been worth for food, or to
make a contest about, compared with the re-
ward which came of obedience? Yet many
people will strive with God over some trifle in
the heart for long years. Yes, and be beaten in
life’s struggle by the clutching of handfuls when
they might have heaven. The son who was ap-
parently sacrificed was raised to life by the
prophet who had shared the mother's hospi-
tality,.— W, R, Campbell,

A successful business man, noted for his gen-
erosity, says : “If I had waited until I was rich
to give, I am sure I would never have begun to
give, and so would have missed the richest bless-
| ing of life. When I received my first monthly
salary of #10 I gave #1 of it to the Lord, and
| from that day to this I have been blessed. En-
courage gifts from the poor. They will be
blessed in giving,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Suddenly as he disappeared from mortal vision
when he ascended to heaven in a chariot of fire
Elijah appears upon the scene of history. It was
in troublous times. Jeroboam’s sin was still
working its consequence in Israel. Every suc-
ceeding king “ walked in the ways of Jeroboam
until Ahab, who “did evil in the sight of the Lord
above all that were before him.”  How terrible is
the responsibility of perpetuating character from
generation to generation! Jezebel, the beauti-
ful, wicked wife of Ahab, came from heathen
"I‘_vro, and introduced in Israel the hideous rites

of her religion. Her name stands as the syno-
| nym for the influence, beauty, strength, and per-

sonality of a woman turned for evil against all
| that is good. It is a face no words can measure.
| In the midst of prevailing disorder and sin God’s
| messenger suddenly appears to rebuke the wrong.
;Slrunm-ly we forget God is a sovereign Ruler,
| and will bring nations as well as men to judg-
ment. Reading in Deuteronomy, eleventh chap-
ter, we find God had said the withholding of rain
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should be the punishment for idolatry, and in
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple
he refers to this,

Elijah, like all who give attention to the word
of God, remembered what he had said ; the ma-
jority had quite forgotten, And in order to bring
the far-astray people back to God he prayed that
this token of displeasure might be given. *He
prayed earnestly that it might not rain.” Sup-
pose in all Israel there had been not one left to
pray ! Sin would have gone on unchecked to its
final catastrophe. Suppose in all this sinful earth
there was none to restrain by prayer the powers
of evil. Suppose there was no one left to pray
for you! Itis a blessed thing to have some one
who * stands before God ""—father, mother, Chris-
tian friend, teacher, or minister—to plead for us
until he hears. But see how Elijah himself
fared while God answered his prayer. Ie asked
that there might be no rain, and as he sat
alone beside the brook Cherith, from which the
Lord had said he should drink, day by day he
saw the waters dry away, until not a drop was
left in the parched sand. Had God forgotten ¥
Elijah would have thought so had his faith been
no better than ours sometimes is, Then the
Lord sent him to Zarephath, and he found the
widow, whom God had commanded to sustain
him, without sufficient food to keep herself and
her son alive. There was no meal, because there
had been no rain, in answer to Elijah’s prayer.
What a trial of faith. 8o itoften iswithus, We
pray for certain blessings, Sorrows, disappoint-
ments, adverse circumstances befall us and those
for whom we pray. But all the while God is an-
swering, and answering in these very things which
seem 8o utterly against us. A drying brook, a
hopelessly little bit of meal and oil, may lie in
the direct path of God’s faithfulness as his hearer
and answerer of prayer.

The circumstances were very depressing, but
faith said, *“ Fear not, for thus saith the Lord
God of Israel.”” From Cherith to Zarephath Eli-
jah went, * according to the word of the Lord.”
If his faith had failed at either place, he would
not have had the glorious victory on Carmel.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Picture the times when Elijah appeared : Baal-
worship, Ahab, Jezebel, Hiel (1 Kings 16, 34),
persecution (1 Kings 18, 4), few worshipers of
God, altars destroyed, ete....The reformer—his
coming, acts, traits, etc....Draw a map, and
trace Elijah’s journeys : 1. Gilead to Samaria, and
the meeting with Ahab. 2. Samaria to Cherith,
near Jericho, and the lessons of faith and God’s
epre. 3. Cherith to Zarephath, and the meeting

I with the widow....Two aspects of the lesson are
| the human and divine ; one the trait of charactor
shown by Elijah: 1. Fidelity to God; 2. Faith in
his word ; 3. Boldness ; 4. Communion with God;
5. Obedience ; 6. Trust in divine care. The
other is the privileges which he enjoyed as a fol
| lower of God: 1. Insight; 2. Divine guidance
3, Providential care ; 4. Made a blessing....Th
widow of Zarephath shows: 1. Maternal love
2, Faith in God; 3. Self-denial; 4. Generous
giving ; 5. Rewards which she enjoyed.

Before the Class.

Introduction, Briefly present the national life
of Israel, the new kingdom, from the accession of
Jeroboam to the time of the present lesson, not
ing (1) The idolatry of Israel led by Jeroboam ;
(b) The succession of kings, Jeroboam, Nadub
Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri and Ahab; (¢) The
religious degeaeracy of the people, finally ending
in the worship of Bas Note on the outline
map the places of the lesson, Samaria, Zarephatl
and the brook Cherith. Draw from the class =0
far as possible information concerning the
two chief characters of the lesson, Elijah aund
Ahab.

Development of the tert, Place upon the boarl
the subject, ** God’s Providing Care,” and the fo
lowing divisions: 1. The manifest need, 2. The
faithful disciple, 8. The humble instrumen:s
4. The ample supply.

1. The manifest need. Elijah had suddenly ap-
peared to Ahab and pronounced the judgment
of the Lord against the land because of its
idolatry, * There shall not be dew nor rain these
vears.” Famine more or less severe would fol-
low such a withholding of moisture. From the
results of this Elijah was not to escape, but was
to be provided for by the Lord. Note here (1)
That the forces of nature are held to be under
(God’s direct control ; (b) That he uses these forces
at times for punitive purposes. Question the
class whether the same be true to-day.

2. The faithful disciple. Elijah obeyed the word
of the Lord in delivering a message of punish-
ment, which delivery might have been, probably
was, attended with danger. Compare the simi-
lar conduct of John the Baptist before Herod.

also obeyed the word when it came to him
with a message concerning himself. Note con-
cerning this obedience that it was (a) Unques-
tioning—faith reigned supreme; (») Prompt—
‘‘and he went ;”* (¢) Complete—*‘ he did accord-
ing to the word of the Lord.” Impress the
thought that this is the only kind of obedience
that deserves the name. There is but one ques:
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tion to be settled, Is this the word of the Lord to |
me? and then the unquestioning, prompt, com-
plete obedience must be rendered.

Library References.

Evwan.—Krummacher, F. W., Elijah the Tish-

| bite. Milligan, W., Elijah. Taylor, W. M., Kli-
3. The humble instrwoments, In the one case the Jah the Prophet. Macduff, J. R., The Prophet of
ravens were used to bring food to the prophet; Fipe, Meyer, F. B., Eljjah and the Seeret of His
in the other case a poor widow of Pheaenicia | Fhuwer, Pearse, Mark Guy, Elijak the Man of God.
suppliecd  his needs. God at this time, al- Sears, Bible Biography, page 260, Morris, Sacred
though using very humble means in sustain- | Biography, vol. i, page 470. Stanley, History of
ing his prophet, used his divine power in such | the Jewish Church, Lecture XXX, Geikie, Hours
manner as to make these means effective. 80 to- | with the Bible, new edition, vol, iv, pages 61-86,

day very humble instruments may be used by | Auan.—Evans, Seripture Biography, vol. i,

God in ('(ll‘l‘)’ll‘lg out his pllr[msutl, but such in| page 141, Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page
the hands of God are sure to bring the desired 305, Robinson, Seripture Characters, vol, ii, page

results, 1= o ori Y -
| 172, Candlish, Seripture Characters, page 4. Rob-

4. The ample supply. * Bread and flesh in the | inson, Kings of Isracl and Judah. Morris, Sacred
morning ; and bread and flesh in the evening ; Biography, vol, i, page 453, Geikie, Old Testament

and he drank of the brook.” Not luxurious, but
ample for his simple wants. Not a word of com- |
plaint from Elijah; he is satisfied, for God is
caring for him. *‘ A handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse,” Very simple fare,
but ample for his needs, and Elijah is content, for |
in the continued supply he sees the hand of God. |
Note here (a) The gradual revelation of God's |
plans for Elijah; () Elijah’s contentment with |
the supply ; (¢) The faith and love of the widow ; |
(/) The blessings which came to her through
Elijah.

Specifie application.  The specific application is
the providential care which God bestows upon
God’s hand is in the world to-day
just as much as it was in the days of Elijah, and
he is just as surely providing now for the needs
of his disciples, The means and the methods
may be somewhat different, but the results are
just as certain, Illustrate sufficiently to make
this truth clear and impressive. |

his disciples.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

The Lord is my Shepherd.
Tho’ troubles assail.

How firm a foundation,
Heleadeth me,

In some way or other.

Whenever trials press my soul.
The Lord he is my strength.

I am safe in the Rock.

In heavenly love abiding.

1 68, 105,

All the way.

Tortraits, page 245, Stanley, History of the Jewish
Church, Lecture Kittel, History of the
Hebrews (index). Geikie, Hours with the Bible, new
edition, vol. iv, pages 87-121; and all the biog-
raphies of Elijah.

ZAREPHATH AND THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH.
—Stanley, History of the Jewish Church, vol. ii,
page 327, Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iv,
page 71, Kittel, History of the Jews, vol. ii, page
208, Van de Velde, Syria and Pulestine, vol. i,
page 102, Ewald, History of Israel, vol. iv, pages
Robinson, Researches in Palestine, vol, ii,
page 475, and also the biographies of Elijah,

Tue Brook Cueririu.—Geikie, Hours with the
Bible, vol. iv, page 70. Kittel, History of the He-
brews, vol. ii, page 268, Ritter, Comparative Geog-
raphy of Iulestine, vol, iii, page 8. Gosse, Sacred
Streams, pages 311-321.  Ewald, History of Isracl,
vol, iv, page 105.

Freeman's Haxpsook: Ver, 10, Sticks for
fuel, 307, Ver. 12, The barrel, 305; The cruse,
206; Use of the term “two,” 678, Ver. 13,
Bread-making, 11

Blackhboard.

Anp THe BARREL OF MEAL
WASTED NoT, NEITHER DID THE
(P\USE 0F OIL |—'Au..

=
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LESSON 1II. ELIJAH ON CARMEL.

GOLDEN TEXT. And when all the people

[July 17,
saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said,

The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the God, 1 Kings 18. 39,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read chaps. 17. 17 to 18, 46.]

1 Kings 18.80-80. [ Cumumit to memory verses
36-30.]

30 Aund E-li'jah said unto all the people, Come
near unto me. And all the people came near
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lornp
that was broken down.

31 And E-li'jah took twelve stones, according
to the number of the tribes of the sons of Ja'cob,
unto whom the word of the Lorp came, saying,
Is'ra-el shall be thy name :

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the Lorp : and he made a trench about
the altar, as great as would contain two measures
of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the
bullock in pieces, and laid Zim on thie wood, and
said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on
the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

84 And he said, Do it the second time, And
they did it the second time. And he said, Do it
the third time. And they did it the third time,

35 And the water ran round about the altar;
and he filled the trench also with water.

86 And it came to pass at the time of the offer-
ing of the evening sacrifice, that E-li'jah the proph-
et came near, and said, Lorp God of A'bra-ham,
I'saac, and of Is'ra-el, fet it be known this day
that thou art God in Is'ra-el, and that 1 am thy
servant, and that I have done all these things at
thy word.

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this penxlju
may know that thou art the Lorp God, and that
thou hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and con-
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water
that was in the trench,

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on
their faces : and they said, The Logrb, he is the
God; the Lorp, he is the God.

REVISED VERSION,

30 And E-li'jah said unto all the people, Com
near unto me ; and all the people came near
unto him, And he repaired the altar of the

31 Lorp that was thrown down. And E-li'juh
took twelve stones, according to the numbey
of the tribes of the sons of Ja'cob, unto whom
the word of the Lorp came, saying, Is'ra-cl

32 shall be thy name. And with the stones he
built an altar in the name of the Lorp; and
he made a trench about the altar, as great as

33 would contain two measures of seed. And he
put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in
pieces, and laid it on the wood. And he said,
Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on

84 the burnt offering, and on the wood. And he
said, Do it the second time; and they did it
the second time. And he said, Do it the third

85 time ; ana they did it the third time. And the
water ran round about the altar ; and he fille

36 the trench also with water. And it came to
pass at the time of the offering of the eveniny
oblation, that E-li'jah the prophet came near,
and said, O Lorp, the God of A'bra-ham, of
I'saac, and of Is'ra-el, let it be known this
day that thou art God in Is'ra-el, and that |
am thy servant, and that I have done all these

37 things at thy word. Hear me, O Lorb, hear
me, that this people may know that thon,
Lorp, art God, and that thou hast turned

38 their heart back again. Then the fire of the
Lorp fell, . d consumed the burnt offering,
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust,
and licked up the water that was in the

39 trench, And when all the people saw it,
they fell on their faces: and they said, The
Lorp, he is God ; the Lorp, he is God.

Time.—About %5 B. C. Place.—Mount
Carmel. Rulers.—Ahab, king of Israel ; Jehosh-
aphat, king of Judah,

Home Readings,

M. The challenge. 1 Kings 18, 17-20.

Tu. Elijah on Carmel, 1 Kings 18. 80-89,

W. The little cloud. 1 Kings 18, 40-46,

Th. A solemn covenant. Deut. 50, 10-20,

F. Decide now! Josh, 24. 14-24,

S. Hold fast! 2 Tim. 1, 6-13,

8. Reward of faithfulness, Rev. 8, 7-13,

Lesson Hymns.
No. 28, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, thou who camest from above,
The pure celestial fire to impart,

No. 207, New Canadian Hymnal

Graclous Spirit, Love divine,
Let thy light within me shine!
All my guilty fears remove;
Fill me with thy heavenly love.

No. 200, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame ;

A light, to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.

| 1. Standing on the Promises, v. 30
What command and promise did Elijah re-
| ceive? Verse 1,
What demand did he make of Ahab? Verses
17-19.
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What test did he propose ? Verses 22-24,

What resulted from the efforts of Baal's
priests?  Verses 206-30,

What was Elijah’s command to the people ¢

What work of restoration did he perform ?

How did he commemorate the twelve tribes ?

What surrounded the altar ¢

What preparation for sacrifice was made ¥

What threefold command was given ¢

What was the result at and about the altar?

Why was this done ?

2. The Victory of Faith, v. 36-39,

To whom did Elijah offer his prayer? When ¢

For what did he pray for himself ¥

For what on behalf of the people ?

What was God’s answer ?

How were the people affected ¥ GoLDEN TEXT.

What was done with the priests of Baal ?
Verse 40.

What part had Elijah in bringing rain ¢
Verses 41-46,

)1 5
Teachings of the Lesson.

1. “ He repaired the altar.” That was a good
work to begin with, Many an altar, in the clos-

et, in the home, in the Church, is broken down.
Restore the altar if you would have an answer by
fire,

2. ‘“Attempt great things for God.”
anything in his name,

3, “Expect great things from God.”
ways honors true faith,
for the Lord ?"

4. Bee the value of, 1. True repentence; 2.
Earnest faith; 8, Believing prayer,

He al-

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Standing on the Promises, v, 30-35,
What did Elijah bid the people do?
What did he rebuild ?
How many stones did he build into the altar ?
Why did he take this number ?
What did he make about the altar ?
What did he lay upon the altar?
What then did he bid the people do ?
How many times was this done ?

2. The Victory of Faith, v. 36-30,
At what time did Elijah offer his prayer ?
Upon whom did he call ¥
What was his prayer ?
What answer came from the Lord ?
What did the people do ?
What did they say ?

What pledge of his was thus vindicated # Chap.

Dare

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The folly of worshiping false gods ?
2. The duty of worshiping the true God ¢
3. That God honors his true worshipers ?

IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where did the people come to hold a great
meeting? To Mount Carmel.

Who were there besides the people of Israel ¥
Elijah and the prophets of Baal.

What was built on Mount Carmel ?
tars,

What was offered on one?
Baal.

What had the people said they would believe ?

Two al-

Sacrifices to

| That the God who answered by fire was
| the true God.

How did the prophets of Baal behave ?
How long did they cry to their god ¥
Why did no answer come ¢
What did Elijah do when his turn came ?
| Why was his prayer answered? There was
| & living God to hear him.

What fell from heaven as he prayed ?

What does this lesson teach us? That the
| true God hears and answers prayer,
|  What does it show is the wise thing to do?
| To choose to follow the true God.

‘“Is anything too hard THE LESSON CATECHISM.

(For the entire school.)

1. What did Elijah make when he called all
the people to him? An altar of twelve
stones.

2. When he had prepared a sacrifice what did
he command? To pour water on it three
times.

3. What did Elijah pray the Lord to show
| the people? ¢¢That thou art the Lord
| God.”

4. What followed Elijah's
*¢ The fire of the Lord fell.””

5. What did the people do and say when they
saw the fire of the Lord consume the burnt sacri-
|fice? GoLpes Text: ¢ And when all the
people,? ete,

supplication ¢

NEW CHURUH CATECHISM,
20, Wherein consists the misery of our fallen
state ¥

es|
The misery of our fallen estate consists in that
we are without communion with God, subject to
the miseries of this life, and to the death of the
| body, and are liable, through following the desires
| of our own hearts, to the pains of hell forever.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Spirit of a Man of God.

I. Decision, IV. Wonsnrr,

How long halt ye? v, 21, Tuwelve stones. . . .an altar, vs, 81, 82,
Cannot serve God....mammon. Matt, 6,24, Worship the Lord, Matt, 4. 10.
Choose you this day. Josh. 24, 15, Fear the Lord. Josh, 24, 14,

II. CONFIDENCE, V. PRAYER,

Choose you, ete.  vs, 25, 26, Came near and said, v, 36,

Be not dismayed. Isa. 41. 10, Call....I will deliver. Psalm 50. 15,
Be strong....good courage. Deut 31, 6, Pray....I will hearken, Jer. 29. 12,
III. CouraGe, VL. Farrn,

Eljjak mocked them. v, 27, | Let it be known this day. v. 38,

Speak boldly, as I ought. Eph, 6. 20. J Subdued kingdoms. Heb, 11, 33, 34,
Thy face strong. Ezek, 8, 8, 9. Have faith in God. Mark 11, 22, 23,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Let us try to picture the scene of this lesson. The bold mountain between Esdraelon and Sharon
is crowded with people. The blue sea flashes back the rays of the sun. Above is the hot sky,
toward which all Israel for three years has vainly turned for rain. Yonder are nearly a thou-
sand priests of Baal and Ashtoreth. Against them stands one man of shaggy form and bronzed
from exposure—the prophet Elijah. In his chariot sits King Ahab, full of apprehensions ;
queen is not by his side. The altar of Baal, garlanded with emblems and surrounded by his priests,
is watched warily by Elijah’s sharp eyes. The altar of Jehovah near by is in ruins. The test is
proposed—an offering upon which fire shall be invoked—* and the God that answereth by fire, let
him be God.” We see Baal's altar piled up with useless sacrifices; we watch the barbaric rit
the priests leaping, dancing, crying ; we hear the solemn sarcasm of the prophet, At length there
is silence, There has been no voice, nor any that regarded—Baal is dead. And now comes Elijali's
time. He steps forth, and every eye is riveted upon him. He approaches Jehovah's ruined altar,
once fragrant with incense, now desolate ; he gathers its scattered stones and heaps up twelve into
an altar, representative of the religious unity of Israel in spite of its political separation. Upon it
he lays the wood for the burnt offering, and the four quarters of a slain bullock. He pours over ull
Jjar after jar of water until altar and offering are soaked through and through, There can be no
deception, and Elijah sends upward his brief, calm petition, while the thousands stand breathless
A moment, and a blinding light descends upon the offering. It consumes the wood ; it crumbles
the stonej it licks up the water. Jehovah is vindicated. “The Lord, he is the God;" the
Lord, he is the God !

Verse 30. And Elijah said unto all the  devouter part of the people, a deep feeling of na-
people, ““The people ” who had just witnessed | tional unity. The sons of Jacob. The source
the failure of the prophets of Baal to secure an | of the national unity, Unto whom the word
answer from their god. Come near. The Sep- | of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be
tuagint (the ancient Greek version of the Old thy name. When the word of the Lord cane
Testament) tells us that first Elijah had bidden | to that effect (and there are two records of this—
the prophets of Baal to depart. The people | Gen. 82, 287 85. 2-10) it was to announce the
came near. The crowd closed around, their| adoption of the patriarch as the son of the g
enthusiasm rising with every act of the prophet God, and it was this holy adoption that Elijah
of God. Repaired the altar of the Lord. | would now recall to the populace. He was not
Which probably had been brokem down in discussing a question of kingdoms so much as a
Jezebel’s persecution, question of religions,

31. Elijah took twelve stones. The re-| 32. With the stones he built. Probubly
gion is full of stones. The altar itself was built | without mortar. The name of the Lord.
of detached stones. Twelve of these were taken, “ Dedicated to Jehovah, A trench. A de D
emblematic of the tribes of Israel. Notwith-|ditch. Two measures of seeds There is
standing the frequently-returning jealousy and | more or less doubt about most of the measures
bitterness between the royal houses of Judah and | of Scripture, but there seems to be no doubt that
Israel there was always, especially among the | a * two-seah measure "’ (margin) was small, less
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than six gallons, and it is generally understood
that the trench was deep enough to hold this
measure in an upright position,

33. Put the wood in order. Elijah had
found the altar of Jehovah a shapeless pile of
dirt and stones, His work was to level this and
make it fit for sacred uses, and then to arrange
the twelve stones around it as buttresses, On
the beaten top of the structure he arranged
broken wood in orderly fashion, Cut the bule
lock in pieces. According to the ordained
methods of the priests of Isracl. Four barrels.
Great jars, often carriecd by women on their
heads.  One of the natural features which have
helped to identify the place where Elijah and the
prophets of Baal had their conflict is a spring
that never fails even ‘n driest weather,

34. Three was in uncient times symbolical of
divinity ; a sacred number,

35. Ran about the altar, TPoured over the
bullock and wood and earth and stones, It trie-

kled out on all sides, and Elijah kept on pouring |

until the ditch was full

36. Lord God of Abraham, It isimportant
to remember throughout that Lorp in small cap-
itals means Jehovah, and that Jehovah was a
proper name, as much so as Baal. The priests
of Baal had appealed to Baal as the God of Israel,
for Ahab and Jezebel had so adopted him.

Jjah calls on Jehovah as the God of Israel, and
asks him to demonstrate that he is indeed the
nation’s God. That thon art God in Israel,
and that ¥ am thy servant, and that I have
done all these things at thy word. A prayer
of singular comprehensiveness, If Jehovah did
not in some unusual way prove himself not merely
divine, but the divine ruler of Israel, then the
people are lost. If in thus securing his own di-
vine glory he does not also indorse Elijah, the
lesson of the drought and this challenge will be
lost. If Elijah does not make plain that he is

| merely God's servant, the people may glorify him

and not God. More thorough consecration is not
often shown than is here shown by Elijah.

37. Hear me. The destiny of the nation was
at stake. They had forsaken their fathers' God,
and Elijah's highest desire is that *"'cy may be
brought back to his service,

38, The fire of the Lord fell, How we
need not know, We may think of an intensely
brilliant flame from out a clear sky. The stones
and the dust. The intense heat erumbled the

| stones, and reduced the earth to a fine powder,

and dried up the water in the trench.

39, They fell on thelr faces. Thoroughly
subjected. The Lord, he 15 the God. Jcho-
vah must hereafter be recognized as the God of

Eli- | the nation,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The intervening facts between this lesson and
the last exhibit Elijah as one clad in the honor
and dignity of a great prophet. Aftei his retire-
ment to Zarephath he goes, in obedience to God’s
command, to the very presence of Ahab, whom
impending starvation had sent out into the fields
in search of food and water for his own horses.
The stern prophet is not disconcerted by the
king’s wrathful question, ‘‘ Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?” But his reply, “I have not
troubled Israel, but thou, and thy father’s
house "—a severe but just taunt—is too much for
the wretched king., The challenge follows,

Verse 30. The people. They were more
inclined toward Elijah after the miserable fail-
ure of the prophets of Baal, than the king and
his followers were. Then, if he could get the
thoughts and purposes of the people turned in the
right direction, the worship of Jehovah would be
restored speedily, Repaired the altar, This
is a pathetic as well as a prophetic picture.
Jezebel had destroyed this altar, but the One
whom the altar represented was still potent and
regnant, and as the prophet rebuilt the altur, so
would the ancient faith flourish again throughout
the kingdom, Lowell says:

“Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever
on the throne,

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind
the dim unknown

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch
above his own.”

31. Twelve stones. The use of twelve
stones immediately suggested the origin of ** the
people,” and the political and religious solidarity
of the tribes. Perhaps it was prophetic of a re-
union of Judah and Israel, and may have
expressed the desire and expectation of many
who surrounded the prophet.

36. Lord. The prayer of Elijahis in marked
contrast with the prayers of the prophets of
Baal. Dignity and character and confidence are
in his petition. Their cry is a frantic, desperate
shrick of distrust. Jehovah—the God of the
fathers, Abraham, Isaaec, and Israel—with whose
marvelous works the people were familiar—he
it was for whose glory the prophet wrought.
The great Elijah was only a ** servant.” Jehovah,
the people’s true Lord and God, must be magni-
fied and enthroned once more in the hearts of
““all the people.”
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38. The fire of the Lord fell. The answvr[
to his prayer was more complete than Elijah
probably expected. It is usually so. God gives' The word * Baal” primarily signifies lord or
in larger measure than we look for. The miracle | owner. Among the Arabian Semites it wus
of fire was marvelous indeed, and must have con- ‘ perhaps, at the beginning, only a title of deiry
vinced the people, and disconcerted the king | and not a proper name. Some writers suppose
and the prophets of Baal. The *“fire” may be | that at an early date the Israelites applied 11
accepted as typical of the Holy Ghost, which re- ‘ title Baal to Jehovah himself, and when aftc
proves the world of sin, of righteousness, and of | ward Baal became associated entirely with i
judgment ; and which not only consumes the | atrous worship they wrote with the name Buy
dross of sin, but sets the whole being on fire with | the word * Bosheth,” a shameful thing. Baal
zeal and devotion to the sacred duties and pr'\‘l-; not always one and the same god. The Baal of
leges of pure and undefiled religion. Cone | the Syrians, the Pheenicians, and the heathen
sumed. This miracle is quite impossible of | Hebrews is a much less elevated conception than
explanation on the rationalistic basis. There is | the Babylonian Bel. The worship of Baal among
no valid reason for rejecting it, and rt'pmlimirm] the Hebrews has two distinet periods—one before
the biblical statement. Nor does it argue inordi- | the time of Samuel and a second after the intro-
nate credulity to accept the statements without | duction of the Tyrian worship of Baal by Ahab,
intellectual prejudice. It is absurd, as Kiel who married a Pheenician princess. The ritual
points out, to attempt to read into the text the | of this new Baal, with his long train of priests
suggestion of a stroke of lightning. If all power | and prophets, his sacred vestments, was much
belongs to God, why should he not control the | more splendid than the old Canaanitish worship
forces of nature 8o as to manifest his greatness | In the time of Solomon Baal-worship sprewd

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

and glory when such a manifestation seems
necessary ! The miracle of the fire on Mount
Carmel was insignificant, as Bahr suggests, ‘in
comparison with the miracle that God has sent
his Son into the world to kindle the greatest fire
that has ever burnt in the world. In Bethlehem
and upon Golgotha the glory of the Lord is
infinitely higher in its manifestations than upon
Carmel.”

39. The Lord, he is the God. Thepeople to
whom the prophet appealed returned from the
error of their ways, and worshiped Jehovah with
reverent awe, Carmel is the mount of Elijah’s
triumph and of Jehovah's enthronement,

Thoughts for Young People.
Requisites for Successful Prayer.

A soul in fellowship with God. As was Elijah.
Verses 30-37,

2. A covenant of God with his people upon which
the supplication rests. This is suggested by the
“twelve tribes” constituting the covenant peo-
ple and by the name of the three patriarchs.
Verse 36,

3. An act of sacrifice, Elijah looked to the

virtue of a coming sacrifice ; we to one rendered
centuries ago.

4. An earnest desire, which, expressed or unex-
oressed, forms the burden of the petition,

3, Strong faith in God's power and willingness.
Had we Elijah’s faith, we should see answers to
prayer no less wonderful than his.

greatly and, together with that of Ashtoreth, be
came the worship of the court and people of the
ten tribesunder Ahab. This Baal-worship, while
occasionally put down, was never effectually
abolished in that kingdom. Baal-worship among
the Jews was observed with much pomp and
ceremonial. Temples were erected to him; his
images were set up ; his altars were very numer-
ous, erected on lofty eminences and the roofs of
houses. His priests were selected from ull
classes and were very numerous, divided into
two orders, prophets and servants, or priests,
He was worshiped with offering of incense,
| the sacrifice of bullocks, and even of children.
| The priests sometimes danced about the altar
f and, when their prayers were not answered, cut
| themselves with knives until the blood flowed,
| like the priests of Belona, How far the Phaeni-
| clans carried his worship cannot be determined,
but traces of this idolatry have been found in
the British Isles, Baal being the name of the
principal deity of the ancient Irish, and there
are heaps of stones on many hilltops in Scotland,
known to the people as  Bel's Cairns,” where it
is supposed the sacrifices were offered in carly
times,

The Palestine Exploration Society have re-
cently been giving us descriptions of the Hebrew
rock altars, built that the Israelites might offer
sacrifice to the most high God. Until within a
few years no ancient altars were known to exist
| in Palestine west of the Jordan. A number of

such have, however, been discovered, measured,
and described. One is a rock eight feet in diam-
eter at the base and eight feet high, untouched
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except at the top, where two platforms, one
above the other, about a foot in width, were cut,
and it is supposed to have been an altar dedicated
to Jehovah over three thousand years ago. In
verse 82 Elijah is said to have built an altar
with stones. These rock altars show no part to
have been shaped with a chisel (see Exod, 20. 25),
us it was against the letter of the Mosaic law to
use any tool in making an altar. These altars
are all of uncut stone, but selected because by
nature they were fitted to be tables of Jehovah.,
Their existence is held to prove that wherever
the Hebrew people went they consecrated altars
for the worship of Jehovah in every village, and
as the blood of all domestic animals was consid-
ered sacred, it had to be offered on these altars
as a sacrifice to Jehovah,

In verse 17 Elijah calls, * Hear me, O Lord,
hear me.”” How simple this is compared with
what the Baalites had been doing when Elijah
chafed them, saying,‘* Peradventure Baal sleepeth
and must be awakened.” Mrs, Baring-Gould
says in a Hindu temple she saw a sort of shell,
which is blown every morning, making a noise
like a horn, with which they rouse the god to
take his breakfast. In Japan she walked along
the street early in the morning and heard, in the
houses on either side, loud clapping of hands in
the several houses, intended to wake their gods
of the house to listen to their morning devotions,
In China, as she was leaving a city by night, she
passed a temple near the city gate, ingide which
she heard a drum beating. Looking in, she saw
two large images of the guardian gods of the
city ; in front of them sat a man beating a drum,
which he would beat all night to keep the gods
awake, that they might guard the city from all evil.
Up in the mountains of India the writer lived
near & Hindu temple erected to Nainee, the god-
dess who lives at the bottom of the lake known
as Nainee Tal. The attendant rang a bell every
morning to wake the goddess, and at meal time to
inform her that the food was set for her.

By Way of Illustration.

Need of faith for a great undertaking. 1f a New
York business man wanted to start a branch
business in London, he would call some old and
confidential clerk and send him over there, Sup-
pose the clerk should take one of the most ex-
pensive sites in the city of London and put his
name down for an immense rent, and open a
big business, a man might come to him and say,
‘ You have launched out #** * Yes,” he answ
I was sent to do it.”” * Are you worth much ¢"
“No.,” “Have you nomoney to fall back on "
“No.” “Then how do you dare to enter upon

this amazing expenditure?” ¢ Because I have
been sent by the head of our house to open this
place. He told me to go ahead, and that he from
New York would meet all the outlay, [ have
worked for him thirty years, and he has never
failed me yet.”” Every Christian has been called
to undertake great things for Christ. Behind
you is your faithful God, and he cannot fail.—
Mooy,

Method of avoiding suspicion of fraud, Four
barrels of water were three times poured on the
sacrifice, that all fraud would be seen to be im-
possible, Otherwise they probably would have
suspected Elijah, knowing what they themselves
would have done. At the Reformation the
mechanism of winking Madonnas was exposed
to the people. At Pompeii may still be seen the
secret staircase behind the altar, and the pipes
let into the head of Isis from behind, through
which the priests spoke her pretended oracles.
8t. Chrysostom tells us that he had himself seen
altars with concealed hollows in the middle,
into which the unsuspected operator crept and
blew up a fire which the people were assured
was self-kindled.—Farrar,

True religion stands the test, A friend of the
writer was asked to enter on a public discussion
with some unbelievers, He replied, “ When you
can find me twelve families who were once
Christian, but by embracing your views have
become more virtuous, useful, contented, and
happy, I shall think it worth while to argue with
you. I can find you one hundred families who
were once living only on your theory, but who,
by Christianity, have become better husbands
and wives, better parents and citizens, more
virtuous and happy.” Yes, let religion be tested
by its purifying fire. * The God that answereth
by fire, let him be god."—Newman Hall,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The heights of Carmel are exhilarating! What
views they give us of the promises, the faithful-
ness, the power of God! It is good to climb
this rocky steep with that sturdy spiritual moun-
taineer, Elijah., We are reading history, not
legend, All this occurred as surely as Mount
Carmel stands in Palestine to-day. Here is a
man who has been praying for such a manifesta-
tion of God as will bring a realization of their
sin to the conscience of an idolatrous people.
He has suffered the fires of discipline himself in
answer to his prayer. In everything he has fol-
lowed the word of the Lord. It means more to
him than all the speculations of men, and he be-
lieves its seeming impossibilities more than he
trusts the apparent successes of human purposes
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and plans. Consequently there is a courage in

| +
How received? 5. An altar—to what God»

his soul which dares great things for God. With i For what special test? With what resulty

what an exultant thrill he calls upon the priests
of Baal to prove their god before the people, for
he is so sure of Jehovah in whom he trusts! Eli-
jah was a man “ of like passions’ with us.
What was the secret of his strength? He had a
consciousness of God as a real and constant pres-
ence, *‘As the Lord God liveth before whom 1
stand ” were the confident words with which
he addressed Ahab, He had a zeal for the honor
of God which filled him with holy enthusiasm.
We cannot think of Elijah resting *“ with inglori-
ous ease " while Baal was exalted above the God
of Israel. He was God’s servant, and wished it
known among all the people that he did all
things ‘“‘at his word.” He performed no self-
willed plan. His heart and mind were surren-
dered, guided, swayed in glad obedience to the
will and guidance of God. If he was like us in
human infirmities, we can be like him in spirit-
ual strength, for we have the same resources at
command. We may have to sit beside Cherith,
thirsty and alone, while visible supplies of earth
dry up before our eyes, We may share in some
Zarephath of a common sorrow the little store
of comfort left, with those in whom the
same afflictions are accomplished, and prove
through any circumstance, as did Elijah, that
when one source of sustenance disappears the
Lord will open another, and that no needed
supply over which he watches can utterly
waste or fail. And, like Elijah, sharing the
sorrows of the broken-hearted, we can prove
the might of prayer, and through it bring bless-
ing and comfort, as did he to the heart of that
lonely woman whose little boy had died. * But,”
you say, ‘‘Elijah was a prophet, called of God
to special service ; can I aspire to his faith®”
Yes; the God who answered by fire on Mount
Carmel answers by the fire of the Holy 8pirit in
every heart where the altar is prepared for him.
Carmel is our object lesson, The Lord he is God.
Difficulties do not stand in his way. But before
the ‘“‘abundance of rain can fall which shall
quicken our barren souls into life, like Elijah, we
must slay ‘‘ all the prophets of Baal’ and suffer
no rivals in our hearts to God himself,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Briefly review events directly connected with
this lesson. 1. A mountain—where? Appear-
ance? 2. An assembly—who summoned it?
Who composed it? Why had the people come

together? 3. A rebuke—who gave it¢! To|

A mockery—by whom? Of whom? Notic
the time—three years and a half after the drougt

| began ; hour of evening sacrifice, just when 1l

offering was laid on the altar in Jerusalem

:T/u place—Carmel ; the sea; brook Kishon;

plain of Esdraelon; Jezreel in the distance: g
word-picture. ... 7'/,'/ persons—people 5 pri
jah; were th all? One more—Giod
there ' What divine attributes were mani
fested on that occasion?....The events—altar:
wood ; offering ; water; prayer; fire doration
oo s The teachings—how should we pray as shown
in this lesson? What traits of character are
we here recommended to seek? Ou which side
should we be?

Before the Class.

Iutroduction. The time of our present les-
son is about three and a half years from that
of the lesson of last Sunday. Ahab was still
king and the country was almost wholly given
up to the worship of Baal. Question the class
as to the effect of the famine: (a) Led the
people to distrust their idol, Baal ; (5) Brought
to them a realizing sense of their sin ; (¢) Brought
them to repentance for their apostasy: (4)
Turned them to the true God for relief. Describe
the meeting of Elijah with Obadiah (1 Kings 15,
7-16) and the meeting of Ahab and Elijah
(1 Kings 18, 17-19). Note the attempt of Ahab
to thrust upon Elijah all the responsibility for
the famine, forgetting that his own sin and the
sin of the people were what had brought it upon
the land.

Development of the text. Place the subject upon
the board, *‘ The True God Manifested,” and the
five following divisions: 1. The memorable o
casion, 2. The significant preparation, 3. The
expectant prayer, 4. The wonderful answer, 5
The decisive results,

1. The memorable occasion, Describe the scene
of the great trial on Mount Carmel, Bring before
the class () Elijah's indignant denial of Ahab's
charge (v. 8); (b) The gathering of the prophets
of Baal and the people ; (¢) Elijah’s fair propos
tion (v. 21) ; (d) The severe test proposed by
Elijah and accepted by the prophets and all the
people. The issue was to be squarely made;
Elijab, the lone prophet, staked all upon the 1«
sult,

2. The significant  preparation. The prophets
of Baal prepared their sacrifice and called upon
their god from morning until the middle of the

whom ¢ For what? Do any of us need it? 4. |afternoon, spurred on by the mocking cr
A proposition—who made it? What was it?| Elijah. At the time of the evening sacrifice,
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three o’clock, Elijah began his significant prepa-
rations. Note here (a) The selection of twelve
stones for the altar ; (b)) Their erection into an
altar in the name of the Lord ; (¢) The thorough
drenching of the sacrifice with water, thus cut-
ting off all possible chance of a charge of having
fire concealed.  God is willing to be put to the
severest test to prove himself to his people,
The expectant prayer. Note that in this
there were four elements : («) An appeal
to the God of their fathers, thus stirring up old
and sacred memories; (b) An appeal to God for
a divine manifestation of power; (¢) An appeal
for divine attestation of Elijah's position as the

Church, vol, ii, pag 2
scrvant of the one true God; (d) An appeal for | raphy of ilestine,

Y SCHOOL BANNER

A mighty fortress is our God.
Give ye to Jehovah,

0O, we are volunteers,
Soldiers of Christ,

Jesus, we look to thee.

Library References,

MovsT Canmer —Stanley, History of the Jewish
Ritter, Comparati -

vol. iv, pages 352-350. ( ie,

an answer to show God’s willingness to receive | Hours with the Bivle, vol, iv, page ™. Ewald,

buck @ repentant people. Elijuh expected an | History of Israel, vol. iv, pages 68-1(

answer and the answer came,

b The wonderful answer, % The

Lord fell.” In the sight of all the people the | Land, pages

History of the HUebrews, vol, i, page 13; vol,
fire of the | bage 268, Smith, Historical Geoy vaphy of the Holy

Kittel,
ii,

B38-340.  Kean, Among the Holy

answer to Elijah’s prayer came and the test was | Places, pages 190-207,

completely and impressively met, leaving no
room for cavil or doubt,
5. The decisive rvesults,

The first

knowledgment of the people, * The

sult and then turn to the others
lowed: (a) The slaying of the prophets of Baal ; |
() The encouraging words to Ahab : (¢) The |
ending of the famine by the abundance of
rain which came. The great battle betwee
Truth and Falsehood had been fought and wor
and time was now to determine whether the
people would be true or not to their newly-ac- |
knowledged allegiance to the Lord God of their
fathers,

(index).
pages T6-82, 143,
| of Israel, page 170. Rawlinson, Phwnivia.
" | of the Nations,” pages 20, 37, 111-114. Rawlin-

son, History of' Phenicia, pages 82

| tion and Foree, pages

Tiue Brook KisnoN,.—Gosse, Saered Streams,

| Pages HO-360.  Ritter, Comparative Geography of
result was | Pdestine, vol, il, page 31135 vol, iv, nges ¢

| 1 I
the one which Elijah had hoped for, the ac- | Kittel, History of the Hebrews, vol, ii,
Lord he is | s, 268-887,
the God.”  Emphasize this as the principal ve- | Holy Land, pages, 382, 38

pages 63, 71
Smith, Historical Geography of the
M. Conder, Zintwork

which fol- | in Pulestine, vol, 1, pages 131, 184,

Baar Worsnir.—Kittel, History of the Hebrews
Geikie, Hours with the Bitle, vol, iv,
5. Robertson, Farly Religion
Story

8.
—Lea, Supersti-
specially 227 and

Tue Test oF FIRE—Onrpe

17-371,

206-2
Npecifie application,  Apart from the applica- Loy

tions suggested by the text-development, the |
one |
clear is that God is constantly manifesting him- J
sell to-day, and is never without witness to his
power, his glory, his justice, and his love. Point
the scholars to science, to history, to blography, |
and to the triumphs of Christianity for proofs, |
tur cry, then, should be that of the Israclites, |
" 'Ihe Lord, he is the God,” and their God should |
beour God.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Keep to the right,

Jesus shall reign,

Arise, go forth to conquer,
Stand up for Jesus,

Father, lead thy little children,

reat truth which we should seck to muke | M

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK : Ver.
S,

43, The barrel,
Ver. 36, The hour of evening sacrifice, 311,
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LESSON 1V. ELIJAIIS FLIGHT AND ENCOURAGEMENT. [July 21
GOLDEN TEXT. Restin the Lord, and wait patiently for him. Psalm 37. 7.

AUTHORIZED VERSION, ]

[Read the chapter.]
1 Kings19.1-18. [ Comunit to memory verses 9-12.]

1 And A'hab told Jez'e-bel all that E-1i'jah had
done, and withal how he had slain all the proph-
ets with the sword,

2 Then Jez'e-bel sent a messenger unto E-li'-
jah, saying, 8o let the gods do fo me, and more
also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of
them by to-morrow about this time,

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for
his life, and came to Be-er'she-ba, which telongeth
to Ju'dah, and left his servant there,

4 But he himself wenta day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a ju-
niper tr and he requested for himself that he
might die ; and said, It is enough ; now, O Lok,
take away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers,

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree,
beheld, then an angel touched him, and said
unto him, Arise and cat,

6 And he looked, and behold, there was a cake
baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his
head. And he did eat and drink,and laid him
down again,

7 And the angel of the Lorp came again the
sec nlnl time, and touched him, and said, Avise and
cat because the journey is too great for thee,

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink,and
went in the strength of that meat forty
forty nights unto Ho'reb the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a , and lodged
there ; and behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, and he said unto him, What doest thou
here, E-li'jah ¢

10 And he said, T have been very jealous for
the Lorp God of hosts : for the children of Is'ra-
el have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword :
and I, even 1 only, am left; and they seek my
life, to take it away.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the Lorn.  And behold, the Lorn
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the
mountaing, and brake in pieces the rocks be-
fore the Lorp : but the Lorb was not in the wind:
and after the wind an earthquake ; buf the Lorn
was not in the earthquake :

12 And after the earthquake a fir
Lorb was not in the fire : and after the
small voice,

13. And it was so, when E-li'jah heard i7, that he
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and
stood in the entering in of the cave, And behold,
there eame a voice unto him, and said, What doest
thou here, E-li'jah ¥

bt the
re a still

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for

the Lorp God of hosts : because the children of

1

-

n

»

10

-

Revisep Ve
And A'hab told Jez
done, and withal how he had slain all 1
prophets with the sword. Then Jez o)
sent a messenger unto E-li'jah, saying
let the gods do to me, and more also, if I nu
not thy life as the life of one of them
to-morrow about this time. And when 1y
saw that, he arose, and went for his life,
came to Be-er'she-ba, which belongeth
Ju'dah, and left his vant there. But 1y
himself went a day’s journey into the wild
ness, and came and sat down under a junijpor
tree : and he requested for himself that I
might die ; and said, It is enough ; now, o
Lonp, take away my life ; for I amnot betier
than my fathe And he lay downand sl
under a juniper trec; and, behold, an @
touched him, and said unto him, Arise and
eat, And he looked, and, behold, there wis
his head a cake baken on the coals, and a cris
of water.  And he did eat and drink, and

7 him down again, And the angel of the Loxn

came again the second time, and touched i,
and said, Arise and eat ; because the journey
is too great for thee. And he arose, and il
cat and drink, and went in the strength of 11y
meat forty days and forty nights unto Ho'rel
the mount of God. And he came thither unt
cave, and lodged there : and, behold, the wor
of the Lorp came to him, and he said unto hin
What doest thou here, E-li'jah ¢  And he suid,
1 have been very jealous for the Lorb, the(
of hosts; for the children of Is'ra-cl
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thin
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sw
and I, even Lonly, am left; and they scck n
life, to take it away. And he said, Go [«
and stand upon the mount before the Lo
And, behold, the Lorp passed by, and a
and strong wind rent the mountains, and
brake in picces the rocks before the Louwn
but the Lorp was not in the wind 1
after the wind an earthgquake ; but the Lox
was not in the earthquake: and after the
arthquake a fire; but the Lorp was not
in the fire: and after the fire a still =
voice. And it was so, when E-li'jah heard it
that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and
went out, and stood in the entering in of th
cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto

him, and said, What doest thou here, E-li juli *

And he said, I have been very jealous for the
Logp, the God of hosts: for the children of
Is'ra-el Lave forsaken thy covenant, thrown

July 24.]

Is'ra-el ha
down thine
sword 3 and
my life, to g

15 And t]
thy way to
when thou
over 8yr'i-a

16 And J
anoint to be
son_of Sha
anoint fo b

Time.—4
great day o
of Beersheb
(Sinai), R
shaphat, |
Syria, with |

U i's
19,
Tu. Elijah’s
19,

W. A despo
Th, Cast doy
F. The glor

¥
Unm

No. 4, New
O fora
My g

No. 8, New
Jesus!
In hel

The Fligh
What report
What was th
What effect |
Where did he
What prayer
What visita

mand ¢

What provisi
What second
What was the
Name any ot
Why is Tiorel
2. The Vision
What demanc
What was Elj
What was he




July 24.] SUNDAY son

Israel have forsuken thy covenant, thrown
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
word s and 1, cocn 1 only, wi left and they seck
my life, te take it away,

15 And the Lorn said unto hi
thy way to the wilderness of )
when thou comest, anoint Iz
over 8yr'i-a;

O, return on
mas ens : and
a-el to e King

16 And Je'hu the som of
anoint fo be King over 1s'py-
on of Sha'phat of A bel-me

Nim'shi shalt thou
12 and E-li'sha the
1070ah shalt thou

anoiut fo be prophet in thy room,

Time.—905 B, C., beginning the day after the
areat day on Carmel.  Place,—The Wilderness
of Beersheba, in the south of Judah, and Horely
Rulers.—Alab, king of Je-
1oshaphat, king of Judah : Be nhadad, king of
Syria, with his capital at Damascus,

(Sinai).

Israel ;

Home Readings,
Elijal's Flight and Encouragenient,
10. 1-8,
Fu Elijal’s Flight and Encourage ment, 1 Kings
19, 9-18,
\ despondent heart,
Cast down,  Psalm 42,
The glory of the Lord,
The refuge.

Se  Distress and deliverance,

|/} 1 Kiugs

]
7
7

N

Pralm 55, 1-8,

Exod, 83, 12-03,
Psalm 56,

Psalms 120, 121
Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal.
Thy ceaseless, unexhausted love,
Unmerited and free,

No. 4, New Canadian Hymnal.
O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise,

No. 8, New Canadian Hymnal.
Jesus! the name high over all,
In hell, or earth, or sky.

NIOR SCHOLARS

L. The Flight of Elijahy v, 1-8,

What report was made to Jezehl

What was the queen’s message to Elijuh o

What effect had the me &e on the prophet ¥

Where did he seck refuge ¥

What prayer did he utter ¥

What visitant came, and
mand ¢

with what

What provision was made for his need v
What second command was given ¥
What was the result of his obedience v
Nume any other instances of sim
Whyis Horeb called * the mount of God,™

2. The Vision at Horeb, v. 9-14,

What demand was here made of the prophet
What was Elijah's reply ¥
What was he commanded to do?

Com-

ar fasting, |
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e t———
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword: and 1, even | only, am left ; and

& they scek my life, And the
return on thy way
Da-mas'ens ;

to take it away,
Lorw said unto him, Go,
1o the wilderness of and when
thou shalt anoint Haz'a-el to 1
Nyri-a: the son of
shalt thou anoint 10 be king over

thou comest,
i} King over
Nim si
Is sand E-lisha the son of Shy phat of
A'belme-ho'lah shalt thou anoint to e
prophet in thy room

and  Je'hn

Whint
prophet ¥
In what Wy was the

Wanifestation of power greeted the
Lord finally revealed »

What was the offeet on Elijah ¥

What question was now asked y

How was it answere
3. The Co lof God, v. 15, 16,

Where was the prophet bidden to goy

What three prophetic
What was to e the
three v

What great lesson may welearn from the story ¥
GoLpEN Texr,

acts was he to perform ?
mission of each of these

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. Right-doing will provoke

true follower of God need ex
of the world,

opposition.  Ng
pect the fellowship

2 God's sympathy never fa
With  our weakness,
| doubt ; he would

encot

. He is patient

lgnorance, dullness, and

\(l'4’IIL'Y||<'II.l‘lllix.'mlll.h\lllllll‘lll’.
age the weakest saint,

The Lord knoweth them that

counts his saints as he

He
their

are his

counts the stapes ;

| names are written in heaven,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS,

light of Elijah, v. 1-8,

What story did Ahab telly

Who sent i messenger to El

What was the queen’s message ¥

What effect had this on the prophet 9

Where did he leave his s rvant ¥

Where did the prophet himself go ¢

What prayerdid he offer v

Who came to him as he slept ¥

What did the angel say ¥
What did Elijah see when he
What did the angel say the se
How long did this food Jast I

To what place did he go?
The Vision at Horeb, v. 9-14,

Where did the prophet lodge ¥
What message there came to him ¢
What was Elijah's reply ¢

arose ¥
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What was he bidden to do? What did the Lord tell him? ‘That there
What then oceurred ¥ were seven thousand more.

What came after the wind » | What great sight did God show F
What followed the carthquake Was the Lord in the wind ¢
What came after the fire » Was he in the earthquake ?

th do when he heard the voice?  Was he in the fire ¥
What question was asked him ¥ What was hein? The stilly, small voice,

What was his answer *
he Command of God, v. 15, 16 ; THE LESSON CATECHISM.
Where did the Lord bid Elijuh to go* | (o 4hie a6 OBOBL

What two kings he told to anoint | i )
Who was to be 1’8 SucCcessor

1. From what wicked woman did Elijah floo?
ueen Jezebel,
Practic voanki 2. When exhausted in the wilderness who
ractical Teachings. comforted him? Ik gel of the Lord.
Where in this lesson are we tanght Where did he fast forty days and forty
1. That good men are sometimes discouraged ¢ | nights ¢ In Horeb, the m tof God,

'l:lmt God knows ll.llll numbers his people? | 1m\\7v|l"l"u‘ s {':,m,:l':"::.'; ;I"‘II“‘;:::.':.l:;::'"::h'
3. That God’s cause is sure to triumph ? "";, and a still, small voice,
| 5. What question did God ask? ¢ What
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER | doest thou here, Elijah 27
SCHOLARS. | 6+ What is the “GoLbes T x1? ¢ Rest in,”

What aid Quoen Jesebel aay she should dot | ="
What did Elijah do when he heard this ¥

What did he ask God to let him do ¥ |
What does the Lord always remember * That | 9; gath God left mankind in this estate of sin

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.

we are poor, weak children. and misery ?
\\:hnm did he rfvnnl to help Elijah» God hath not left mankind in this estate of <in
Where did Elijah go when he was rested » and misery, but hath provided redemption where-

What did God sy to Elijub by all men may be delivered from the guilt,
What did Elijah tell him? That he was the power, pollution, and punishment of sin and re
only one left to serve God. stored to the favor and image of God.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Trouble and Comfort,

1. Tue Proruer's TrovbLe. | Bread shall be given. Isa. 33. 16,
1. Fear. Wont for his life, | I have learned. Phil, 4, 11,12,
car of man. ...n snare. l‘"'“ 0. % 2. Revelations Tussed by, vs. 11, 12

Fear thou not.  Isa, 41. 10,

2. Discouragement. Nof better, v. 4
Think of himself....soberly. Rom. 125,
Take....my life, Jonuah 4. 3.

See the King in his beauty. Isa. 33. 17
Fellowship....with the Father. 1John 1.3

3. Worke Awoint Hazael ... . Jehu,  vs, 15, 16,
My meat is to do. John 4, 34

Judge not.  Matt. 7. 1. | 4. Companionship. FElisha. v. 16,
4. Loneliness. 1, eren Lonly. v, 10, | Fellowship....with another. 1 John 1.7
I am not alone. John 16, 32, Fellow-citizens with. .. .saints. Eph. 2 19
The Lord stood with me. 2 Tim, 4. 1 5 E even th d, v. 18
II. Tue Lorn’s Comronrt. The holy seed. Tsa. 6. 13,
1. Strength, Arise and eat. vs. 5, 6. | There is a remnant. Rom. 11, 5

CXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The last lesson ended with the vindication of Elijah at Carmel by the descent of the fire of the
Lord. The prophet acted not only as high priest in offering the sacrifice, but as royal vi 50
in executing the official representatives of Baal's corrupt worship. Then came Elijah's
prayer on the rocky crest of Carmel, during which he sent his servant seven successive times 10
look toward the sea. At length a little cloud, *like a man’s hand,” arose in the distant west, The
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prophet sped down the mountain side

Bishop Hall says, * It is well that
man she meant to kill,"

Jezebel could
He eats and sleeps

ave is turned into a trysting-place with Jehovah

and proclaimed the droug
howers were still falling the weak-minded king told the strong

Elijah fled far toward the south, and from
the depths of the wilderness, we hear his disheartened prayer that he may die,

il when he awakes it is to the wonderful sight of a freshly-cooked meal
y and is wakened the second time
forty days and nights he fasts from earthly food, but feasts on spiritual dainties,

e ————
While heavy
minded queen what Elijah had done,
own counsel; her threat preserved
under a lonely shrub, in
At length he sleeps,
and an angel servitor,
for further refreshment, During the next
Horeb's lonely

hit and famine ove

not keep her

Verse 1. Ahab told Jezebel., Alal bowed
in turn to the strong-willed prophet and to the
strong-willed  queen, Al that Elijah had
done. The sacrifice, the answer by fire, the
slaughter of the priests, and the prayer for rain,
He had slain all the prophets, Most of these
prophets had probably been imported from 8i-
don and Tyre, and were therefore countrymen
of Jezebel § an attack on them was

Then Jezebel sent a messe!
th.  The strength of thi
our respect, even while w

nger unto

ecoil from her per-

sonul depravity and her ruinous influence on the |

tnation. - The nation was all with her day before
vesterd it is all against her to-day ; but she
does not waver, The message she sent was practi-
cul bunishment, If her choice had been to kill Eli
Jah, she would not have notified him beforehand,
If she could make him fly in terror, he would
probably lose his influence with the people,
So et the gods do. She does not appeal to
dehovah, as the poor widow of Zarephath did,
but is thoroughly loyal to her false gods, Thy
life as the life of one of them, That is, the
head prophets of Baal, To=morrow about
this times  She gave him twenty-four hours in
Which to leave her little kingdom, That Jezebel,
and not Ahab, really ruled Israel is evident
throughout the story,

3. When he saw that.
credthe queen’sauthority, He arose, and went
for his life. He had no faith whatever in the
stability of the Jewish wor-
shipers of Jehovah, and
concluded that Jehovah’s
cause was lost, It isagreat
deal easier to learn to labor
and fight than it is to learn
to wait. Many men, like
Elijah, struggle heroically
and suceessfully, and in the
struggle lose that combina-
tion of nervous force, moral
courage, and faith in God
necessary to endurance, It isthe last quarter of
an hour of every battle that counts, Came to
Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah.

When he consid-

an attack on |

S wWoman commands |

| Beersheba was near 1y one hundred miles south of

Jezreel, and stood at the extreme southern limit
of Palestine, on the edge of a great desert, It
was scparated from Jezreel not merely by miles,
| but by national lines, and was part of the king-
domof Judah, Left his servant there. (1) Soli-
| tude is qtten helpsul in howrs of mental and moral
| Strain, () Strongth and weakness lie close toyether
in the characters of the greatest men,

4. Went a day’s Journey into the wile
derness. A desert of gravel, now called £t Tih,
which stretches for uncounted miles eastward
[ and southward, westward also, from Beersheba,
It was not safe, he thought, to remain even in
the kingdom of Judah, for the kingdoms of Is-
rael and Judah were now friendly. Sat down
under a juniper tree. A brown ugly shrub,
which grows where nothing else will grow,
Requested for himself that he might die,
The causes of his mental despondency are sug-
gested by F. W, Robertson as follows: (1) Want
of occupation. While there was work to be
done Elijah was brave, (2) Nervous exhaustion
—natural revulsion after a day of mighty effort
andstrain. (3) Loneliness. Note how often Eli-
“iuh said, “I am alone.” (4) Apparent failure,
| His apparent success had vanished into thin air,
His thought is, “All is lost ; let me die.”  The
entire story is in accord with the deepest princi-
[ ples of mental and physical science, I am not
better than my fathers. Ilis conscience up-
braids him for his own unfaithfulness, cow-
ardice, and irrcsolution, Ile Jjudges himself as
he judges others, and decides that he is not
worthy of prolonged life, (3) How good it is that
God docs not answer our mistaken pragers !

5. He lay and slept.  The needs of his
1ysical nature—rest and nourishment God first

| pt

|
supplies,  The thoughtful, sympathetic Christian
will often observe men and women of strong

| affections who are

suddenly bhereaved by death
or plunged into some other unmeasured suffer-
ing. They are in such physical and mental con-
| dition that they cannot at once exercise the faith
| in God that they really poss Unwise friends
sometimes do harm by urging them to assume
experiences that they are physically and mentally
unable to have. God's plan is best. Let them
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|

wait until nature’s strain has been somewhat | persecution of those who have preached
cased.  An ange A messenger, apparently | pentance and faith with zeal and carnestness
supernatural,  Arvise and eat,  (4) God's peaple | Bahr,
always find their veal needs miet by his care, ‘ 11. Go forth, The Septuagint has, “ Go fo)

6. A cake baken on the coals. .\ round | to-morrow.” (Secverse 13, It also puts the n
flat cake, cooked by being put between heated | words into the same sentence,  Our version f
stones laid in embers of a charcoul fire, Crase | lows Luther, It is better to translate, * Go for
of water. A jar or hottle At [and  stand....Behold  Jehovah  passeth by
his pillow, which was very likely a stone. He A great wind . . . earthquake . . . fire,
did eat and drink, and laid him down | Though God sometimes rides in the storm, cu
age He is so utterly exhausted in mind and | quake, and fire, yet he revealed not himself
body that he cannot even eat all that he requires, | Elijuh, in answer to his intercession against |
but takes a little and returns to sleep, while God | rael (Rom. 11, 2), in that form. That had 1»
and his angel patiently wait Elijah's way of reforming men,  God now taug
him that it was not his way. Jesus taught I
| diseiples ilar lesson when they wished t
follow xample (Luke 8, 5456). The
| Lord was not in. The Chaldee version i,
*The glory of the Lord (Shekinah) was not in
the hosts of the angels of the wind,™” ete. Ty
| trne glory of the Lord is not in overpower
ing majesty, but in his attributes of love and

8. Arose. From his sleep under the juniper
tree (verse 4), His bodily weariness is gone,
Strength of that meat, Iow like the Bread
sent us from heaven (John 6, :’;», “Christ
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4. 13), Forty
days. Horeb was not over thirteen days’ jour-
ney (see Deut, 1. 2), but Isracl lived forty years
in the wilderne on heavenly bread. El
spent forty days, as did Moses, in pru]mr‘umn
for the divine revelation. Ioreb, FEither| 12+ Astill smallvoice. Literally, “a sound
Sinai or the group of which Sinai is a peak, This | of soft stillness,” Just the gentle, peaceful,
is an unsettled point, | comforting voice needed by his wounded heart

{ To him it was st onsolation—perhaps

9. Cave. Hebrew, * the cave ;" doubtless some | 10, 1im it was a rest and consolation—perha

b 3 % g : nothing more ; but to us, favored by furthier
well-known cavern in those awful mountains, i i it . 1
Slside ekt af 9 y ation, it lights up the fact that ““the law
Possibly the *“cleft of the rock™ where God | k
slaced Mosss,  Dodeed, Litasalls g th was given by Moses, but grace and truth conm

‘ed Moses, e Aterally, = sed the AN =
f et Yo by Jesus Christ  (John 1. 17),

night.”  Word . . « eame. Probably in a
13. Elijah heard, and recognized it as 1l

night vision, which may continue until the thir » :
teenth verse, It is immaterial whether the wind, | voice of God.  Mantle. ITis upper garment--a
ort of cloak or cape, perhaps made of untanued

earthquake, and fire were real or only a vision ;
the teaching is the same. What doest thou | “heepskins. His face. An instinet of rever
here 2 “ A question of tender kindness, to re- ence and awe. Stood in the entering in,
lieve the full, burdened heart of the prophet, that | The eave must have been larger than that now
he might pour out his whole heart before the Shown as the * Cave of Elijah.
Lord.” — Menken, 5 15. Go, retnrn. Active service is the hest
10. Jealous. Not for his own honor, glory, | ¢ute for discouragement.  Wilderness, Prob
or advantage, but for the Lord. Who can now | AbIy the region between Bashan and Damascus
say that truly ? Tsraels Like David and Paul, Amneint.  We have no record of the anointing
Elijah held Israel in his heart next to God, | ©f either Hazacl or Jehu by Elijah. It may have
Forsaken thy covenant, The first downward | been done in secret, as in the case of David
step. Thrown down thine altars, After OF left to his successor.  “Anoint™ should
forsaking (ioc covenant the nest step is to | probably not be taken literally, but means ap
negleet his service and overthrow his ulmr.«,;l"’i'"‘
Slain thy prophets. Iatred of good and| 16, Jehu the son of Nimshi, that is, the
murder follow naturally. See the history of lhn':tll/nulwuhu' 2 Kings 9. 2): Jehu was the son of
Romish Church. T only am left, iiere E Jvlm-.huph.n the son of Nimshi, Elisha. This
oversteps the truth, Sce verse 18 and 1 Kings | name, destined to rival that of E lijah, was a hint
18. 4. But it seemed to him that he was alone in i to Elijah of his mistake in supposing that h
his struggle with wrong. Seek my life. Not | alone of all Israel served the Lord., e probably
that he feared death (see verse 4), but it was the | knew the place and the man (verses 19, 201, Abe |-
culmination of Israel's sin. 8o afterward they ‘m(-holnh, meaning  “ The-field-of-the-dance,’

merey,

"

sought to kill Jesus (John 8, 37-40). *‘S0, too, | must have been in the Jordan valley not far from
in Christianity, there has never been lacking a | Bethshean,
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO
We have in this lesson an illustration of a | that when Paul was persecuted by the Jews in
rong man turned into a weakling., Elijah l);|111a|.~|-|l.~,"ul|.l"lhv) watched the gates day and
could withstand the wrath of Ahab, but fled like | night to Kill him," ¢ the disciples took him by
© craven before  the threat of J sbel. He Dnight, and let  him down by the wall in o
usted to the power of God to deliver him in one | basket,”
sis, but his confidence was shriveled up in| 5. An angel touched him. Some will
¢ face of another, Under ordinary circum- ! ¢laim what Elijuh needed was phy
stances the achicvement of g great  victory | ment, and that after a good slee;
strengthens the heart for other triumphs, but the | vived,
vindictive enmity of Jezebel dried up the sources

ul refresh-
P his spirits re-
This was probably true, but there is no
| good reason for attempting to eliminate the su-
of Elijah’s courage, and <o filled his heart with | pernatural here. It God was guiding his prophet,
terror that ** he went for his life,” and sought why should not an angel minister unto him in
refuge, like a hunted criminal, in the desolate | hig hour of physical and spiritual depression s If
wilderness, and continued his cowardly flight | oup eyes, which are so frequently ““holden,”
until he reached Horeb, could be always open, we should see many help-
Verse 1. All that Elijah had done, Thix ing messengers of God who are “ministering
must have aroused Jezebel's ire, because it indi- spirits sent forth to minister for them who shall
cated the defeat of Baal, the triumph of Jehovah, | be heirs of salvation,”
the turning of the people from her, the slaughter | @, What doest thou here? These words
of the false prophets, and the general disruption | seem to convey reproof, but they are rather an
of her cause, It is clear that Ahab was subservi- | intimation that the time had come to resume the
ent to the will of Jezebel, She was the real | active prosecution of the Lord's work. Elijah
ruler. Ahab was humiliated over these recent | had hidden in the cave long enough, and while it
events, but Jezebel raged in hep n\n-r\\lwluliuz‘ was a delightful place in which to be, just as the
chagrin, and sought to be avenged, The awakened | Mount of Transtiguration was to the three dis-
sinner is either repentant or rebellious, ciples, yet the work assigned to him could not be
2. Sent a messenger, It scems strange that | performed in such a place. He needed a fresh
she should allow Elijah to escape in this way, “ baptism for this work, and when he went forth
IUwas hardly likely that “it was nothing more and stood upon the mount and saw the various
than a scheme for ridding herself of the ]-n-s«-nt'v‘ manifestations of God's power that spiritual
of Elijah.”  More likely it was a case where con- ! yenewal came to him, and with it new commands
suming wrath “o'erleapt itself ;" or may there | for the new work,
1ot have been an overruling Providence init| 18, Seven thousand. Discouragement nar-
all that made the fury of the queen contribute to | pows one's vision, Elijah compluained, * I only
the deliverance of the prophet from impending | am left,” but he was in ignorance of or had for-
danger ? gotten the thousands of faithful souls of whom
3. Went for his life, Was Elijah’s flight | God had kept record, Christians frequently fall
Justifiable ? Whether for the moment he lost into discouragement because the cause of Christ
faith in God, or in his own call as a prophet, or | seems to languish and that of Satan seems to
inthe ultimate triumph of his cause, it is difficult | triumph. The trouble is that the range of spirit-
todetermine, But that he fled in the face of imme- | yal vision has been restricted by the descent into
diate danger and sought self-protection is a fact, | the valley of discouragement. One needs to
But it is not necessary or wise for a prophet to | stand on the mountain top to notice the progress
court: martyrdom, Ile may have interpreted | of the kingdom and to read the signs of the
Jezehel's threat asan indication from God that “ times aright,  Elisha’s servant saw the city com-
his work there was finished for the time, H!Nl“unsﬂx-d with horses and chariots, and he was
that there was something to do ¢ ‘where, Had | frizhtened. But when his eyes were opened in
hie remained and subjected himself to tlu-quwn‘s; response to Elisha’s prayer “ he saw : and behold,
fury, he would have been slain, and she would | the mountain was full of horses and chariots of
have triumphed, and the work done at Carmel, | fire round about Elisha,

With its peculiar and far-reaching significance, | S——
Would have been rendered futile, Then it must | Thoughts for Young People,
be remembered that Jesus said to his disciples, | Spiritual Depression,

“When they persecute you in this city, flee ye| 1. Weareall at times tempted to dejection,  Even
nto another ;" that when the Pharisees “held a | the greatest and best of men are apt to have sea-
council against him, how they might destroy | sons of discouragement when they are sorely

hin,” “ he withdrew himself from thence ;" and | troubled by temptations,
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artly | into chaos, no hurrie
physical, partly mental, and partly in the sur- | swath of devastation through rich populatior
roundings, | has shown a tithe of the strength which
3. God deals gently with his servants in their dis- | evineed each vecurring year by the silent fore
conrdagement, not answering their unwise prayers, | of spring,  The storms beat on the surfac
nor reproaching them for their lack of faith, | earth and we exclaim, ** How strongly the w
but tenderly supplying their needs, blows ! and we invent machines to measur

4o We may bring our deepest trouble to the Lord, | vapidity. But no man ever invented a machi
and tell him all our griefs, assured that he will | to measure the strength of the unadvertis
listen to us, | forces that cause the roots to swell and fill th

e The causes of spivitual depression ave ane or cyclone that cut

Be A remedy for spivitual depression is found in | delicate fibers with sap and nourish the grea
ion.—R. R. Doherty.

spivitual work. Tle who labors for God will be | forces of vege
lifted up in peace.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
Shall I talk with my fellow-teache
fal's prayer not answered,  Suppose God had | my class, about this tired servant of the Lor
said, * Well, Elijah, you can die if you want to.” | so discouraged, under the Juniper tree? Elijul
They would have buried him in the desert, and [ faith has been a great inspiration to us; his i
the moaning winds would have been his only | couragement may be equally helpful, It is
requiem.  You know God had something better | heartening to be told only the wonderful goo|
for jah.  You have been saying sometimes, [ ness of people, with never a glimpse of th
“ My prayer has not been answered.” Yes, it | human frailty. I remember once, being ill u
has. God said, *“*No,"” and “no” was better. d, saying to my physician: “ 1 b
Elijah’s difficulty was that he had had a mountain- ( ading the life of Susannah Wesle)
top experience, and now he has come to the val- | seems hardly worth while for me to live in 1]«
ley,  There was a man who went up on the | world after such 4 woman as she. Perhaps you
mountain top. He was transfigured. 1lis face ‘ may as well not give me any more medicin
shone as the sun, His garments were bright | 0O, well,”” he said, laughing, * you never liv
with light, and he came down into the valley and | with Susannah Wesley. And besides, I do not
brought the mountain-top experience with Iim. | lieve she had half the demands on her time ani
This is what you may do. Bring the mountain- " strength that you have now, even with her nin
top experience down with you, and you may re- | teen children ; so you may as well keep on, and
joice, even though it be darkness about you.— | in the end you may accomplish as much.” Gl
J. Wilbur Chapman. saints on earth are human, and will be until t

Verses 5-8. What a rare picture this is of human | join the * spirits of the just made perfect |
weakness and divine tendernes A man, fam- | heaven,
ished and faint under the broom-bush of the | It is possible to go from the heights and t:
desert, and God brooding over him motherlike, | umphs of Carmel to the dead level of the wildler
‘‘giving his beloved sleep,” and the cruse of [ ness and the request to die because life does 1ot
water and the loaf of bread.  We catch the sane | seem worth living. Moses had the same ex i
picture again in the life of Jesus at the house of | ence. The burden grew so great that he cricd 1o
Jairus who, when he raised: the little girl from | the Lord: “Iam not able to bear all this pe
her deathbed, commanded that something should | alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if
be given her to eat. 8o Jehovah brings to Elij thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, «
twice over the two great natural remedies for | of hand, if I have found favor in thy sigl
wasted tissues and overtired nerve |and let me not see my wretchedness,” Thew
food. Nothing is d about prayers or herb |two men of mightiest faith and great decds for
teas or sea air or rebuke, but just sleep and | God were not exempt from depression of 5
food. Hear it, ye men of business, who toil [as long as they were in the flesh. r aught
early and late: ye weary women, whose nerves | we know, they have talked it over in the world
are on edge with care and undone work, the re- [ where they see now there was neve any
storing gifts of God to his prophet are long naps | reason to be discouraged, except that the |
and square meals.— W, I, Davis. was weak and weary. They, too, were on th

Elijah learned that his s was not to be meas- | transfiguration mount, talking with Jesus of
wred by things that strike the senses,  The hidden | that time in Jerusalem when he would ery ot
torces of life are by far the most powerful. No [ “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsiken
earthquake that ever tossed whole continents /me?” There is a blessed bond of sympathy
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between the Master and his human saints,  * e work endures,  His far-reaching plans take
knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are [in Hazael, Benhadad, Ahab and his sons, Jehu,
dust.”  Elijah had been undei a tremendous lisha, and the uncounted “sons of the proph-
train. - Overtaxed nerves will react, God had | ets,” Elijal’s tried prayer was about to be
not changed ; the victory on Carmel was re 1; | answered, and he was to be removed to heaven,
the answers to prayer were no dream; Jezebel [but not because of his failure. We need the
had no power to harm God's servants ; the dark | standpoint of eternity to estimate properly
prospect was wholly in Elijah’s mind bee: |lsx-;un'\ failure or success Suggestive points may
e was worn out and needed rest, How well | he found in “ Thoughts for Young People.”

God understood; how tenderly he cared for
bim!  Sleep was what he needed most: then
food. 8o when he had slept a while an angel
touched him—one of the ministering spirits that |
encamp round about the Lord's people to deliver
them—and said, * Arise and eat,” and there was
the food, warm and stimulating, and the refresh-
ing drink ready for him, Then, carefully consider-
ate, the angel left him to sleep again until it was
necessary to take more food, ** because,” he said,
‘the journey is too great for thee,” After that
God spoke in the still, small volce, low, sweet,
assuring, in the prophet's seeret soul; then he
wave to him Elisha to minister to him until the
angels came again to take him beyond weariness
und discouragements in a triumphal chariot to
heaven, Do not e up when things look dark.

Before the Class,

Introduction.—The events of the present lesson
follow almost immediately, perhaps the next
iduy,upun those of last Sunday’s lesson. The
great triumph had been won,and now Elijah
| was hoping that the king and queen would turn
again to the true God, and once more would the
land of Isracl, the land he loved, be prosperous
under God's favor, Elijah did not enter Jez-
| reel, but waited without to see what would be
the effect upon Jezebel of the defeat of Baal and
the slaughter of his prophets. In this he showed
his native caution,

Development of the test,  Place upon the board

They never look dark to God, for *“he fainteth
not, neither is weary,” as we ar Sleep if you
can: take nourishing food as God provides it ;
his ange
his children are tired, And when their wor

=

is

done his restful chariots are easy to step into, and |

itis not very far to heaven,

The Teachers' Meeting.

Three word pictures: I The flight. 1. In
the background : Elijah’s triumph at Carmel ;
the overthrow of Baal's priests ; the prospective
reformation of court and people. 2. In the fore-
ground : The wicked queen’s thr at; Elijah's
dejection and flight. 11, Angelic ministration,
I Divine revelation, (This scene, one of the
most wonderful in God’s word, should be made
vividto every mind),... Make sketch-map, show-
e Carmel; Samaria, Beersheba, Horeb., . .. The
vauses of mental despondency.,.,The unrea-
sonableness of mental despondency : 1, It may
alter our views of things, but cannot alter facts,
2 Notrue follower of God is ever alone,  Jeho-
vah was Elijah's friend, and angels were eager to
minister tohim. 8. There is no permanent failure
possible to the advocate of the right. 4. The
most discouraging events of life are interwoven
by a kind Providence to secure us the victory
«o..Giod's sympathy with human infirmity : e
sent an angel from heaven to do duty as a tender

are watching ; he understands when

the lesson subject, “ Divine Encouragement,
and develop the lesson as follows: 1. The dis-
heartening message, 2. The discouraged se vant,
3. The ministering angel, 4. The divine revela-
tions,

L The disheartening message.  Much depended
| upon Jezebel’s action, for she was the power be-
hind the throne, and for this reason Elijah was
intenscly anxious to hear what her attitude was
| to be toward the new state of things. Within a
few hours the message came, the message which
seemingly shattered all his hopes and took all
the heart out of him. Note (a) The profanity—
the message was coupled with an oath ; (b) The
hate—which would not hesitate even at murder ;
(¢) The blind fury—which could not wait, but
| must needs send to Elijuh the message of death,
In her blind rage the queen overreached herself
:ulnl gave the prophet an opportunity to escape.
‘ 2. The discouraged servant.  Elijah fled for his
ilife, east himself down under a juniper tree in
| the desert and asked God that he might die,
Why was Elijah so discouraged? Note the fol-
lowing among other reasons: («) He was physi-
| cally exhausted. The reaction had cone and he
| was depressed and discouraged as a consequent
of his bodily condition ; () His utter loneliness.
| He knew of no other true worshiper of the Lord
God; (¢) The apparent failure of the great work
| of the day before from which he had expected
| s0 much,
8. The ministering angdl, A cure must be ef-

nurse... Symbols of divine presence....God's | fected by removing the cause. One of the
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Geikie, Old Testament Portro
icikie, Mowrs with the Bible, vol,
W, 81 Morris, Sacred Biogray)
460, Macduft, 7he Prophet of |

causes of his discouragement was his bodily con- | act: 8, page
dition : so the first step in the cure of El jah was | page 253
to bring the body to a proper condition of vigor. | pages
Two things were needed for this. sleep and food, | vol. i, "
and these two were provided. Although the | page 1 Ewald, History of Israel, vol, iv, pug
body is the servant of the mind, nevertheless, it | 39, 66, 75, 91, 98-107,  Stanley, History of the J.
powerfully affects the mind for good or evil, We, Lish Chureh, vol page : Kittel, Histur,
to-day, should give proper attention to our bodies, | the Hebrews, vol, ii, pages 2815 also Milliga
which so strongly influence us and condition our Meyer, Taylor, Pearse, Lite of Elijah.
spiritual activity. | JENC—Old  Testament Characte rs, page

4. The divine revelations. The second great cause | Rawlinson, Kings of Isvacl and Judah : Pear
of his discouragement was the apparent failure Elijah, the Man of God, page 107 Morris, Sac,
of his work. Note here the elements of the cure, Biography, vol, i, re 487, ikie, Old Testam
the revelation of the divine mode of working : | Portraits, page 282, Kittel, History of the Helr
(@) The wind—but the Lord was not in the wind ; | (index); Geikie, Zowrswith the Bible, vol. iv, pag
(b) The earthquake—but the Lord was not in the | 136-154, Stanl ¥, History of the Jewish Cloureh, v,
earthquake ; (¢) The fire—but the Lord was not | ii, pages 346, 366-374, uld, History of Isia
in the fire; (@) The still, small voice—and E, ijah | vol.iv, pages 96-110, 120, Kent, e Divided Kin
knew that the Lord was speaking to him. Thus dom, page 7
did God show Elijah the great lesson of the way | Hazaev.—Stanley, History of the Jowish (i hy
his kingdom was to bhe established, “Not by | vol. ii, page 883, M6, Kittel, Histor
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit.” The brews, vol, ii, pages 2608, 279, 28
forces which work silently are the mighty forces | Zours with the Bible, vol, iv, page
which are building up the kingdom. Ilustrate Ewald, History of Isradl, vol, iy, pages
from the forces of nature, ete. God further 1-n-; 137, 188, Rawlinson, Awcient Monareh 8, Vol. ii,
couraged him (a) By revealing to him that there pages 104,
were many thousands of true worshipers ; ) BEERSHEBA.—Smith, Historical Geography of th
By appointing work for him to do ; () By giving | Holy Land, page 284, Ritter, Comparative Geoyra
him a companion—Elisha. }phy of Palestine, vol, i, page 28; vol, iil, page 25

Specifie application, 1t is hard for us to work Conder, Tentwork in Tulestine, vol. ii, page 19,
on day after day without apparent results ; yet ‘ Horen.—Ritter, Comparative (oo raphy of 1l-
it is our part to work faithfully and to leave the | estine, vol, i, pages 204, 207, 28, Ewald,
results to God. In this God will find a way to | History of Isvael, vol. ii, page 43, Kittel,
encourage us even as he encouraged Elijah, | of the Hebrews, vol. i, pages 197, 200-204, 234 ;
Pray, study, work, keep the eye open to obtain a | ii, page 208,
true view of the facts, strengthen the body by | JuNwer TREE.—Knight, Bitle Plants and |
proper care, strengthen the soul by sympathetic | mals, page 60, sery, Sevipture Natwral Histo

\

companionship, and leave all to God, vol. i, pages 61-63, Thomson, Zand and the i k,
_ vol. i, pages 845, 346, Stanley, Sinai and Puls
Blackboard, tine, pages 20, 79, 521, Robinson, Rescarches in

| Plestine, vol. i, page 200, McClintock a

2 N N o . 3 A
7 3 \\ N\ Strong, Cyelopdia,
M 2NN |
/ ~ N 3

d

FrREEMAN'S HANDBOOK : Ver, 4, A day’s jour
| ney, 815, Ver, 6, Bread-making, 11 3 The cruse,

0.

|
| 266, Ver, 13, Covering the face

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

I'm poor, and blind, and wretched,
Is this thy time of trouble

Come unto me,

I heard the voice of J

y
| @
| Come, ye disconsolate,
|

Art thou weary,
i the shadows are deep.

sus,

ME TRE
A STILL SMAW VoGE

Library References.

JEZEBEL.—Wharton, Famous Women of the Old Go tell it to Jesus
Testament, page 259, Geikie, Old Testament Char- | Fear not, O troubled soul,
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LESSON Vv,

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. Exl

AUTHORIZED VEis108 |
[Read chapters 21 and 22,

1 Kings 21. 4=18. [ Commit to memory verses 4-6,] |

t And Ahab came into his house heavy uml}

pleased because of the word which
the dez're-el-ite had spoken to him '
iid, I will not give thee the inheritance of my |
ithers,  And he laid him down upon his lu-:l,’
ind turned away his face, and would cat no
read

ame to him, and said
it so sad, that thou

5 But Jez'e-bel his wif
nto him, Why is thy s
catest no bread ¥

# And he said unto her, Be
Na both the Jez're-cl-ite, and said unto him, Give
me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please

L I owill give thee another v vard for it;
answered, I will not give thee my vine- |

ause T spake unto

and he
yard,

z'e-bel his wife said unto him, Dost thou }

ern the kingdom of Is'ra-cl? arise, and |
cat bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will
give thee the vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-el-

3 8o she wrote letters in A'hab's name, and |
sealed then with his seal, and sent the letters
unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his |
city, dwelling with Na'both,

9 And she wrote in the letters, aying, Pro-|
claim a fast, and set Na'both on } gh among the |
people : |

10 And get two men, sons of Be'li-al, before |
him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou |
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then
carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. |

11 And the men of his city, ewen the elders and |
the nobles who were the abitants in his eity,
did as Jdeze-bel had sent unto them, and as it |

ax written in the letters which she had sent |
unto them,

12 They proclaimed a fast
high among the people,

13 And there came in two men, children of
Be'li-al, and sat before him: and’ the men of
Be'li-al witnessed against him, eren against Na'-
h, in the presence of the people, saying, Na'-
both did blaspheme God and the king. Then
they carried him forth out of the city, and
stoned him with stones, that he died,

y and set Na'both on |
|

4 Then they sent to Jez'e-bel, saying, Na’both
isstoned, and is dead.

15 And it came to pass, when Jez'e-bel heard
that Na'both was stoned, and was d adl, that
Jez'e-bel said to A'hab, Arise, take possession of
the vineyard of Na'both the e-el-ite, which
he refused to give thee for money : for Na'hoth
I not alive, but dead,

16 And it
that Na'both
down to the v
to take posse

ne to pass, when A'hab heard
8 dead, that A’hab rose up to go
ieyard of Na'both the Jez're-cl-ite,
ion of it, |

NABOTIH'S VINEYARD.

4

6

11

[July 31.

20, 17,

Revisen Versiow,

And A'hab came into his house heavy and
displeased because of the word which Na'
hoth the Jez're-el-ite had spoken to him :
he had said, I will not give thee the inherit-
ance of my fathers, And he laid him down
upon his bed, and turned aw ay his face, and
would eat no bread. But Jez'e-bel his wife
came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy
spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ¥ And
he said unto her, Because [ spuke unto Na'
both the Jez're-el-ite, and said unto him, Give
me  thy vineyard for money : or else, if it
please thee, I will give thee another vineyard
for it: and he answered, I will not give thee
my vineyard. And Jez'e-bel his wife said
unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom
of Isra-c1? arise, and cat bread, and let thine
heart be merry : I will give thee the vineyard
of Na'both the Jez're-elite, 8o she wrote
letters in A'hab’s nume, and sealed them with
his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders
and to the nobles that were in his city
that dwelt with Na'both, And she wrote in
the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set
Na'both on high among the people : and set
two men, sons of Be'li-al, before him, and
let them bear witness against him, saying,
Thou didst curse God and the king. And
then carry him out, and stone him, that he die,
And the men of his city, even the elde
the nobles who dwelt in his ¢
e-bel had sent unto them, according as it was
written in the letters which she had sent unte
them, They proclaimed a fast, and set Na
botk on high among the people. And the
two men, sons of Be'li-al, came in and sat be-
fore him : and the men of Be'li-al bare witness

nnd

against him, even against Na'both, in the
presence of the people, ing, Na'both did

curse God and the king. Then they carried
him forth out of the city, and stoned him
with stones, that he died, Then they sent to
Jez'e-bel, saying, Na'both is stoned, and is
dead.  And it came to pass, when Jez'e-bel
heard that Na'both was stoned, and was dead,
that Jez'e-bel said to A'hab, Arise, take pos-
session of the vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-
el-ite, which he refused to give thee for
money : for Na'both is not alive, but dead.

16 And it came to pass, when A'hab heard that

Na'both was dead, that A'hab rose up to go
down to the vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-cl-
ite, to take possession of it,
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«—About B. C.900; four years before the [ 2. Learn the gain of godliness,  With cont
death of Ahab. Places,—Samaria, the capital | ment it is a royal heritage.

of Isracl; Jezreel, a royal residence twenty-five | 3. Shun evil counsel.  Turn away from 1
miles to the north of Samaria,  Rulers,—Ahab, | suggestions. Have

king of Isracl, B, C. 918-806: Jehoshaphat, ki the tempter,

of Judah, 914-8%9; Benhadad, king of Syria:

Shalmaneser, king of Assy

adeat car for the voie

HOLARS.
L. Ahab’s Greed, v 44,
Of what was Ahab covetous ¥
What commandment did he thereby Lire

Home Readings
. Naboth’s Vineyard. 1 Kings 21, 1-6,
Tn. Naboth’s Vineyard, 1 Kings 21, 7-16.

W. Law of inheritance, Lev 18-28, Exod. 20, 17,

Th. Vanity of wealth, FEe 2. 1-11, To whom did the vineyard belong #
F. Oppression condemned. Micah 2. 1-10. For what purpose did Ahabwant it ¢
8. Covetous Achan. Josh, 7. 10-13 :

1926, 1 What did he offer to Naboth for it ?
What was Naboth's reply ¢
Lesson Hymns. How did this answer affect the king?
S Bd Aan il = | How did he show his displeasure ?
Hov 84, New Canadian Hyuiniel. | What question did Jezebel ask the king ?
Yield not to temptation, | What was Ahab's reply ¢
2. Jezebel’s Crime, v, 7-16,
What did Jezebel then ask ¢
What did she promise to do ?
= dark door, To whom did she send letters ?
And was roused from the slumber of sin. In whose name did she send them ¢
How did she command them to honor Nab
What wicked plot was then to be carricd «
"Pis sweet in the trials and conflict of sin, What is the ninth commandment? }
20. 16,
What did the elders and nobles do?
NIOR SCHOLARS. | What message was sent to Jezebel ¥

8. Sinof covetousness. Luke 12, 1

For yielding is sin,

No. 420, New Canadian Hymnal,

Once I heard a sound at my |

No. 408, New Canadian Hymnal,

Temptation without and temptation within,

QUESTIONS FOR

1. Ahab’s Greed, v. 4-0. What did Jezebel then say to Ahab ¢
What possession excited Ahab's greed ¢ What did Ahab at once do?
For what purpose did he desire the land » | What is the sixth commandment?® }
What offer did he make? 20, 13,
What hindered  Naboth’s compliance s Se | Practical Teachings.

Num. 36, 7, Where in this lesson are we taught—
How did Naboth's refusal affeet the king® 1. That selfishness leads to sin ®

What did Jezebel ask ¢
What was the king's reply ¢
What law did Ahab break? Govpes Texr,

That one sin leads to another ¢
4. That one sinner can do great harm v

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
2. Jezebel’s Crime, v, 7-16, SCHOLARS.
What pron did the queen make ¢ What did King Ahab covet ?
To what forgery did she resort ? What is it to covet? To want what is not
What evil plot did she devise ¢ our own,
What was the Jewish law concerning witnesses ¥ Why would not Naboth let it go to his ki

Who were the obedient tools of Jezebel's will »
What was the result of the plot®
What did Jezebel bid Ahab to do ¥

How did the king behave about it
What do you think of boys or girls who
when they cannot have their own w '

How did the king become a partaker of the Is there uny cure for the sin that leads to
crime ? ‘<-UX|1III('I? Yes, true love for Jesus cures
Where is all sin born? See Matt, 15 selfslove,

What wise caution should we all he See | What did Jezebel say to the king? ¥ will
Prov. 4. 23, ‘ give thee the vineyard.?”
Teachings of the Lesson. | What did she write to the rulers? To arrest
1. Learn the curse of greed, It banishes peace | Naboth, and put him to death.
of mind ; it excites evil passions; it often leads What more did she tell them to do To hire
to gross crime; it challenges divine judgments. | false w itnesses against him.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

s
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With what did she seal her letters?  With the | 5. Of what crime was he accused ? Of blas-

King’s seal. phemy.,
What followed? Naboth was stoned to 6. By what means was he found guilty ? By
death, false witnesses,
What commandment besides the one in the e g
Gornex TexT did the king and queen break ¥ : NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
_— | 22 How hath God provided redemption for man-
[skind 1

THE LESSON CATECH

(For the entire school. )

God hath provided redemption for mankind by
His gift of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who

1. What property of Naboth did Ahab covet ?
A vineyard,

2. What does God's law say about coveting ¥
GorneEN TEXT ! ¢ Thon shalt not,* ete, ¥ 4

3. Why did Naboth refuse to sell his vineyard » trath.  For there is one God, and one mediator

| gave Himself a ransom for all,
1 Timothy ii. 46. Who will have all men to be

saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the

To do so was against God? s law | between God and men, the man Christ Jesus:
. ¥ | ¢

. What did Queen Jezebel do ? She ordered | Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testitied
Nuboth’s death. in due time,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Covetousness,
1. 115 ROOT—SELFISHNESS, IV, Its Frerr—Crive,
Stoned him, .. he died, v, 13,
Temptation and a snare, 1 Tim. 6, 9.
Root of all evil. 1 Tim. 6, 10,

Give e, that Tinay have,

Be without covetousness,
Keep thy heart. Pro

I s SPigir—DiscoNTesT, V. Its Resvnr--Revoxse,
Heary and displeased, . . w0 bread, v, 4, Haust thow found me ? v, 2,
Pierced them 10, Ye rich men, weep and howl. James 5, 1-3,
Not satisfied. 5,10, Treasure and trouble, Prov, 15, 16,

L Irs GROWTH—CONSPIRACY, VL Irs Pex

y—=DEeATi,
Woote letters in Ahab’s name, v, 8-10, Shall dogs lick thy bood. v, 19,
Lust....bringeth forth sin, James 1. 15. Wages of sin is death.  Rom. 6, 23,
Heart. .. false witness, Matt, 15, 19, This night thy soul. Luke 12, 20.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Elijah journeyed northward from Horeb, and in God’s name called Elisha, the son of S8haphat, to
be his successor. - Ahab, the petulant king of Israel, had meantime been hard beset, The Syrian
king had first made him his il, and had sought stil! further to degrade him. War between
the two Kin 18 declared. A prophet foretold the utter overthrow of the Syrian armies, and di-
rected how it was to be brought about. 8o far as Ahab followed this divine direction he was
blessed with success, but his downfall was foretold by God because of repeated disobediences,
Turning his attention again to his private affairs, King Ahab looked with longing eyes on a vine-
vard which was ** hard by " his palace in the city of Jezreel.  Naboth owned it, and refused to part
with it ; such an act seemed to be contrary to God’s law. Ahab sulked and pouted because he
could not have the vineyard he coveted, but did not dare to violate so grossly the constitutional

W of the nation as to take it by force. Queen Jezebel's character contrasts strongly with that of
\hab. - She was far bolder and more decided than he, and she had no lingering Israelitish seruples
torestrain her, for she was foreign born and bred. 8o, taking upon herself the full responsibility,
shewrote letters in Ahab’s name, directing the local authorities of Jezreel to accuse Naboth of
& capital offense, prove him guilty by false evidence, stone him to death, and confiscate his
property to the crown. Far slighter outrages have often overthrown governments, but 8o craven
were the “elders” of Jezreel that the queen’s commands were followed to the letter, and King Ahab
became the owner of Naboth's vineyard, But the curse of God came with it, and in a marvelous
way were Ahab, his wife, and his descendants afterward punished for this ruthless crime.
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Verse 4. His house. Probably at Samaria.
Possibly the *“ivory house * of 1 Kings 22,89 and
Amos 3. 15, Heavy and displeased. That
is, sullen and angry. Naboth. From his ref-
erence to Jehovah (verse 3) he was probably one
of the seven thousand faithful ones (1 Kings
19, 18). Had said. 1is
the divine law (Num, 86 Ie refused because
it was wrong, His bed. The couch upon
which he reclined at the table, e lay down flat,
turned away from the table, and would not eat,
Such a manifestation of il temper is even now
characteristic of oriental monarchs,
Jezebel his wife. Iler chy
strong, unserupulous,

refusal was based upon

acter as a

ud ambitious woman is

¢ brought out in this narrative, A pru-
dent wife is from the Lord” (Prov. 19. 14), but
\hab did not seck his from that source, 1Ilis
marriage was one of his great sins (1 Kings
16, 31)

6. Give me. Ahab had offercd the full value
inmoney, or a better vineyard for Naboth's,
He could not legally take it by force,  (See
46.18,) His avaricious heart could not sce why
another should not do wrong for gain, and his
petulance was partly chagrin at Naboth’s implied
reproof.,

7. Dost thou not govern. Jezebel's con
tempt for her weak hushand is evident, Edu
cated under a more despotic rule than even
Ahab dare assume, she has no sympathy for his
want of spirit. I will give. Quick to conceive
i plan, and knowing her power, she hesitates at
no wickedness to accomplish her purpose,

8. Wrote letters. These had all the author-
ity of the king. The impress of his seal upon |
them (not to seal up) was by his permiss on, and
thus the erime was shared by him, Seal. Sig
net rings are very ancient, as shown by Egyptian
and Chaldean remains, Pharaoh’s ring (Gen,
. 42) was one.  Judal's is mentioned in Gen,
UNCI8,. The impression was probably made in
clay. (See Job 38, 14.) Elders . . . nobles,
Doubtless the city tribunal (Deut, 16. 18). His |
city. Naboth was an inhabitant of J |, the
letters were written from Samaria, (See 1 Kings

9. A fast. Toatone for some supposed dis
grace, and thus create a prejudice against Naboth
when he is accused, It is also a religious cloak
10 cover crime, not used alone by Jezebel, On
high. Not in honor, but in the sight of the peo-
ple, to be tried for crime, |

10. Two men. Two witnes Were neces-
sary to convict. Sons of Belial. Hebrew,
Bdiga'al, Not a proper name, but signifies
worthlessness, lawlessness—hence ‘“a worthless,
lawless fellow.” In the New Testament it appears

as a nume for Satan, or all that is bad (2 Cor, ¢
15, Blasphemed God. Jezebel knew
people would not stone Nuboth for blasphen
Baal. Even in their idolatry they respected 1

hionored Name, and would punish the convic
blasphemer with death, The king. So that
possessions, as those of a traitor, might he |
feited to the King (verses 15, 16, 19, and 2 Na
16, 14),
11. Elders and . . . nobles . . . did,
Their alacrity in carrving out the infamous
signs of their wicked queen shows how low thy
| had fallen,  * Like king, like people.”  Opient
Justice little better ut the present time, oy
much more noble the Christian standa
i“\\'\- ought to obey God rather than
(Acts b, 29),
f 13. There came two men, Satan is uly...
ready with tools when they are needed by lis
workmen. 8o when Christ must be convictd
Mutt, 26, 6) and Stephen was to be stoned (A Is
6. 1%, Carried him forth out of the city,
Capital punishment always took place out of 1)
city. (See Acts7.28; Lev. 24.14.) Stoned him,
A punishment common with mobs ( Exod. 8. 2
Nuni. 14, 10, ete,), and made the lawful mode ¢
executing blasphemers, sacrificers to Moloj
wizards, Sabbath-bre ukers, idolators und
tieers to idolatry, rebellious sons, and adulterey
\ccording 1o 2 Kings 9. 26 his sons suffered wir
him, as was not uncommon (Josh. 7. 24),

14. Sent to Jezebel, Having imbucd 11
hands in blood to please her, they hasten to sy
her word, hoping to receive some reward.  The

readiness 10 commit the erime and to send |
word, her manner of receiving it and telling Al
and hisin proceeding immediately to profit by
all show an utter recklessness and hardness oof
heart, the direet outcome of the infamous
debasing idolatry which she had introduced. I«
dead. Inverse 19 the murder is charged )
Ahab, Ile, his house, and Jezebel were |

| denmed for the crime,  He was guilty beciuse

his apostasy from the Lord opened a way for (1
erime : he could have prevented it and did not ;
he willingly lent his authority to it, and he o
aceepted the result,
15. Take possession of the neyard. I
the results of crime, ' Which he refused 1o
give thee for money, The bitter spivit of 11
tyrant is shown in this sncer. Naboth is not
alive, but dead. She is as contemptuous of
her husband as of the poor corpse of Naboth
16. Ahab rose up. The Septuagint, th
ancient Greek version which we have already
quoted, says that when the news of Naboth's
murder was brought to Ahab he burst out into
horror and remorse, It was from this that he
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“roseup To go down to the vineyard of

Naboth. No one can study this lesson and its
iection without remembering that us the

chariots of Ahab and his bodyguard descended
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; S S
| the slopes between Sumaria and Jezreel there were

in the company Jehu and Bidkar, who heard the
jes

| awful prophet pronounce a doom which those
| two men were destined to help carry out,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Unbridled  covetousness usually bears fruit
quickly.  The primary incident of this
rently unimportant, and but for the weak
king, the unscerupulous queen and her wicked
accomplices nothing  would

lesson s

ever have been
But the incident led to the down-
of the house of Ahab, for (he vacillating
king, going down to possess the coveted vineyard,
lus another unexpected encountey with Elijah,
who plainly declares to the King that in the
place where the dogs licked the blood of the in
nocent and murdered Nahoth they should also
lick his blood, and that as for the wicked Jezebel,
the dogs should eat hey by the wall of Jezreel,
This was the legitimate fruit of the covetousness
of & man of whom the prophet I, “Thon
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the
Lord

Verse 4. The word. The king's dixpleas
Was unreasonable.  Naboth held the vine-
1ce of his fathers,” and he
Wits not justified in parting with it, ey 1 though
the King should offer more for it than it
in the market. The law would not
countenance such a transaction, and Naboth

known of it.

ur

Yard as * the inher|

was
worth
was hound by God's commandment 1o keep his
The King's demand was,  therefore, ille
gal, and he probably knew it,

5. But Jezebel. This terrinle woman, an
idolatress and a relentless persecutor

land

of God's
people, had no religious or moral seruples, If
the King hesitated at wickedness, she reveled in
it
Clytemnest

The comparison between her and JEsehylus's
vand Shakespeare's Lady Mucheth
Isvery striking, When the king allowed her to
handle their case their ruin beeame iney itable ;1
in his abject moral weakness, hecame o partici
pator in her base treachiery and awful epiy
nality,

7. Dost thou govern? Thix has the up- |

pearance of a malignant, defiant taunt, quite un
becoming a woman and queen,  But she evi-
dently was a thoroughly bad woman as well
Lange aptly suays, ‘4 As
i righteous spouse in the court of a great lord
8 as a sun, giving light throughout the land
and doing much good work by her exam-
Pley in the same proportion is an unholy womun
mischievous,”

8. With his seal,

as a disloyal queen,

It is quite clear that the

feal must have been given to her by Abab, who

must have known that she intended to use it in
some dishonest and  unlawful way. e, then,
| became a party to her crime.  Her letters bear-
‘mz the king's seal passed as authentic royal
| mandates, and compelled obedie
of the local authorities,
10. Sons of Belial, 7This expression be-
comes clearer when the word * Be lial
[used as @ proper name,
[used in the Ola T
lated “worthlessness » op

nee on the part

is not
It should not be so
tament, and should be trans-
" The

ving

*fusclessness
expression may be understood as
mply a worthless, lawless fellow,”
sation  brought  aguinst

against God, seems strange

signi

The accu-
Naboth, blasphemy
in view of the fact
| that Jezebel was an idolatress and had no re-
spect for Jehovah herself, In her pursuit of in-
nocent Naboth  she trampled under foot the
divine commands against killing, stealing, and
bearing false witness,
11. Did as Jezebel had said. The murder
of Naboth was followed by the killing of his
sons, in order that his heirs might not interfore
With Ahab when he should take possession of
the property, although according to the law the
property of a criminal reverted to the king.
[ Thus crime Was made to holster up crime,
16. Ahab rose up. The impediment now
being removed, and his vineyard having fallen
| into the king’s hands according to law, Ahabh
hurries to gloat over his ill-gotten  gains, but
[ divine vengeance is dogging his footsteps, Jehu,
[ who is to be the means of Ahab’s punishment,
rides with him to Jezreel, and in the midst of
the vineyard the terrible prophet will
him and prophesy his awful death,

denounce

| —

Thoughts for Young People,
Thoughts on Naboth’s Vineyard.

[ Lo How ek enil and trouble come from wortdly
! Naboth’s vineyard cost its owner a
great price. What shall it profit & man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul? He
| who sells himself to work evil gets small returns
| for his pains.

possexsions

2. Howmueh of harm comes from looking with cov-
*“Thou shalt
not covet” is the only one of the Ten Command-
ments which does not condemn or command an
overt act. Almost any other desire may be

| etous desire upon the things of others,
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curbed before it is wrong, but covetousness is sin members of one tribe to those of another (Ny;
from the outset, 36, T If, through poverty, anyone |
3

or for fuvor,

)
A sin is none the less a sin, though done Sor frar ‘ to sell his landed inheritance and it was bou.

ch person is responsible for what by any of his kin, the title had to be restore|
he does,  When a sin is committed by four or the year of jubilee, The Jews were very t
five persons no one of the four or five can get | cious about the observance of this usage and |,
oft with the responsibility for one fourth or and, petulant as Ahab was, he did not dare |
one fifth of the sin.  Ahab and Jezebel and the voke riot by seizing this property, though he v
elders were each as guilty of Naboth’s death as the head of the people, and kings showed scy
if no others had been concerned in it, | courtesy to usages or laws that crossed tho

40 We may sin by prory, but we must suffer | whims, The Hebrews never conceded that 1}
prnishment in person,  Because, after all, the sin | title of the land inhered in the crown, The pos
is always in the heart ; the overt act is the ont- sessor of it had to acknowledge that it was 1],
come of the resident sin, “By their fruits ye | Lord's land and that he was but atenant, wit}, 4
shall know them.” “ lease limited by the directions of Jehovah,

B¢ Not even a king has power to make wrong vight [was a serious limitation as compared with 1,
or good evil.  The laws of morals are everlasting,
Right is right because God is God,

| ideas which obtained among the other orient s,
| that the monarch owned the land, to which Je
bel makes reference when she asks, “ Dost 1]y
not govern the kingdom of Israel?" which .
rn-qui\'nlq-ul to, “Thou art king, and the titl 1,
Smith’s Dictionary says that the palace nr“(ho land inheres in the sovereign,” Even Joy
Ahab in Jezreel, known as his ivory house, | bel herself did not recommend that the right of
formed part of the city wall, and Jezebel's quar- | the sovereign to the land should be asserted, 1
ters were on the city wall, with a high window devised a scheme to arraign Naboth for \
facing eastward ; but Van Lennep says it was | crime Which, aceording to the laws of his ow,
Jjust within the city gate, upon an open square | people, was punishable by death, As he int P
or “void place,” similar to one which existed in posed Hebrew law to avoid yielding his title 1,
Samaria. Josephus s that it had a watch- | the land, she attempts to use Hebrew law s
tower, on which a sentinel stood, known as the ' a means of removing him as a tenant of the land
tower in Jezreel, The gateway of the city on the | Death by stoning was appointed by the Mosui
east was also the gateway of the palace, Im-|code as a punishment for blasphemy, and it
mediately in front of the gateway, and under the | quired but two witnesses to certify to the criny
city wall, was an open space where the dogs | She requires the two witnesses. She ordered thy
prowled for offal. A little further east was a | execution of Naboth through the secretaries, wlio
smooth tract of land cleared out of the uneven | usually wrote the royal decrees, and took (i
valley, which belonged to Naboth, a citizen of | signet ring of her husband and sealed the docu-
'zreel, but the royal grounds were so near that | ment,
it would have been turned easily into a garden | e
of herbs for the royal use, Naboth cultivated "
this small plot of ground as a vineyard, Van By Way of Illustration.
Lennep says the windows of the upper story of | - Ahab unhappy. In many cases the misery of
the palace were probably an habitual resort of | unhappy peopleis of their own making. Nothing
the queen, who, as is customary with oriental | tastes good to a man whose tongue is coated witl,
rulers of the present day, sat here upon adivan to  afever. The faultis not with the food, but with th
divert herself with the sights of this public thor- | d ordered body of the invalid. Discontent is 4
oughfare. Women of her age and station are i disease of the heart, and is not dependent on ox
not very scrupulous in the use of the veil, and | ternal conditions, Paul could sing in a prison,
dispense with the lattice, She was, however, at [and Ahab was wretched in a palace. Some of
tended still by her eunuchs, those pliant tools of | the most miserable people I am acquainted with
oriental despotism. The king sought to obtain | are surrounded with external prosperities, Al
the vinevard of Naboth, that he might have it fl)l“ some of my most sunny-souled friends have not
a garden of herbs, Naboth declined to make it | much property except Jesus Christ and a zood
over to Ahab because it was the inheritance of | conscience in possession and heaven in reversion.
his fathers, If Ahab seized it violently, it would | —7, I, Cuyler,
give great offense and provoke revolt uumnu‘ A woman’s influence,  Adam Clarke declared
the Jews. According to Hebrew usage and law | long ago that a woman was equal to seven nien
it was prohibited even to transfer land frnlln“xul;nln:ulf. It sometimes seems as if a thoronghly

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
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bl woman equal to a dozen bad men,
Iliere is nothing too cruel op unjust for her to

Jezebel has b
thy and it has been suggested that she fur
shed Shakespeare with his idea of that wicked
Certainly, in coarsencss and brutality,
the real Jezebel exceeded the ereation of Shake

oman,

are.  There are comm FIsons, as in this case,
ere she says, “ Zwill give thee the Vineyard,”
not bring

Macheth

ing, “Infiem of purp ney give

reminding us of how Macheth could
nself’ to murder Duncan, and Lady
ited him, say

e the daggger !

[n Jezebel wickedness comes to its full climax,
There is no redeeming trait anywhere,
Lo, 1lis sin found him ont, As al-

1l s

has

ways happens to such colossal eriminals, he

himself for
iried robe and a uscless picce of , and
lus for the thirty pieces of silvep which he
Ud only dash down on the
Aliab turned away from the vineyard, which
mizht well seem to him haunted hy

naught, as Achan for a

£ol

cple floor,
the ghosts
lered victims and its clusters full of
blood,—=Furrar,

It is suid that a duke of Austria once hired
me men to murder an enemy, and then paid
e in counterfeit coin, saying, ¢
vod enough for false knaves,” 8o Ahab was
puid when he sold himself to work ey il,

of his m

False money

bespicrre was beheaded by
tine to which he had cons
Freuch Revolution,

the same guillo-

gned s0 many in the

Heart Talks on the Less n,

The story of Naboth's vineyard illustrate
saying of Jesus, that ¢ from within, out of the
of proceed evil thought It is
rous to have a bad heart,  We never know

'S the

heart men,

what it may lead to,  Evil thoughts may end in

evil deeds—thefts, covetousness, murder,  Many
men and - women have eommitted erimes at
which they would once have shuddew 1, which
ure the outcome of evil left to grow in the heart

until its natural froit appears.  Ahab is an ex-
wmple to warn us that notwithstandin

ble

£ remarks

evidences of God’s power, God's goodne

and God's just punishment of sin, a person 1
through a perverse heart, be led on from o1
grec of wrong to another until all hope of resto-
1 is lost,

" the palace of the king there was a vine-
vard,  Ahab coveted it, Purely selfish as he was,
Nabotl's interests were no concern to him what-
ever. Sclfishness is the root of all sin, Left to
grow, it destroys every good plant in the soil of
the soul. - What did Ahab care that Naboth had
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‘- compared to Lady Mae- |

43

all the memories of his anc

¥ connected with
this vineyard, and his religions conv ictions, too,
were against disposing of jty
| conscience are

Sentiment and
of no aceount with selfishness,
One cannot help despising su
| trait, - Do let us tear it ont
fore it gets the better of us, as it did with this
“\\i"lu'll ki1
| Ina pet his own way
| Ahab lay upon his b d with his face to the wall,
It required Jezehe Ty out
[ thts of Ahab, though his heart w

W amean, ignoble
s Poot and braneh, he-

“ause he could not have

s daring badness to e

the evil th

s
| just as bad us hers, She eonc cived a hold plan
1’-3' which the life of a good man should pay for
|

the coveted possession., She accomplished hep
The vineyard was at last a part of the
¢ gardens, and no doubt they took g
faction in seeing the herhs

pal-
at satis-
owing where Ahab
ble to have them.
ve a thought to the
man they had killed, nor to his friends who had
’lu-rn made sad by theip

‘mul.

had thought it so very desiry
| Quite possibly they never ga

awful crime.  The en-
trance of selfishness gives apparent satisf
sometimes,

action
Conscience may be so hardened that
it does not hinder the enjoyment of very sinful
| pleasures, But that isg fearfully dangerous stute,
To be happy in willfy
of paralysis,

|

1 wrongdoing is like dying
There is no consciousness, no feel-
ing, no pain, yet death is certain, - Sin never pays
inthe end, The prophet Elijah, sent by the Lord,
[ found Ahab in the vineyard, “whither he had
gone to posscss it.” As is usual with wrong-
y he calls the one whowould have been his
best friend his enemy.  Jezebel was his enemy
Uijah, If Ahab had listened to the proph-
et’s warnings rather than to the wicked counsels
of his wife, the woes Elijah foretold would not
have befallen him. But he fdid sell himself to
1 work wickedness,” I wa
Would you be free so that You may never be the
servant of sin ?  Yield your heart to Him who has
| redeemed you with his precious blood, *“ having
your fruit unto holiness and the end everlasting
| lite,”

docrs

—not

aslave to selfishiness,

The Teachers’ Meeting,

| First make a plain geographical and historie
background by means of sketch map
..Ahal’s 2. Discon-
tent. 3. Conspiracy, in which Ahab was as
guilty as his queen, 4, Falschood—theip charge
against Naboth was a lying one, Hypoer
in the name of holy religion, 6,
Robbery—for it was to obtain the sions of
7. Murder—for it ended in Naboth's
Jjudicial slaughter....A good blackboard exer-
Icise is to draw the outline of g vineyard to a

and review

L. Covetousness,

pos:
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representation of Ahab’ s heart, and name each of '

the vives according to the outline of Ahab’s sin
given above. ... Results of erime and sin are in-
evitable * Abab's sentence,

Before the Class.

Introduction, The events of to<dlay's lesson
oceurred in the latter part of Ahab’s reign, prob-
ably about three or four y sefore his death,
The scene of the lesson is 8amaria, the capital of
the kingdom, and Jezreel, a royal residence
about twenty-five miles to the north, Describe
briefly the condition of the kingdom,the slow
progress of the reforming work of Elijah, and

the work of Elijah and Elisha among the|

schools of the prophets (2 Kings 2. 3-5), Perse-
cutions had ceased, the king had come to realize

1o a certain extent his sinful course of opposi- |

tion to God, and in consequence the prophet had
sawe little influence at the royal court, But the
case of Ahab was hopeless, and the doom ws

soon to be pronounced against him and his

house. The lesson gives us a glimpse of his |
utterly depraved character, showing the hope- |

lessneseof any attempt at reformation,
Devélopmaent of the text, Place upon the board

the lessem-subject, * Warning against Covetous-

ness,” and the following outline: 1, The covet-

ous king, ‘& The unscrupulous queen, 3. The |

weak <lders, 4. The successful issue, 5. The
prophesied doom.

1. The covctons king. The first four verses of
the lesson reveal Ahal’s character in its true
light. Nute {a) The desire for the vineyard was
perfeetly natoral and right ; (b)) Ahab’s proposi-
tion was fair, even liberal ; (¢) With the con-
tinned desire for the vineyard after Naboth's
refusal to part with it the sin began; (d) The
manifestation of his temper was childish and
showed that the king was a slave to himself, to
his desires; (¢) This manifestation showed not
only hig wickedness, but his weakness. Give the
reasons for Naboth’s refusal to part with his
vipeyard: («) He had a right to keep it (5) He
was a follower of the Levitical law (Lev, 25
1 923,24) 5 (¢) It was bound to him by past associa-
tions. Question the class to bring out the mean-
ingof covetousness, which might be defined as a
desire for more, uncontrolled by reason or con-
science,

2, The unserupulous queen, Contrast the strong
character of Jezebel with the weak one of Ahab.
Such strength, turned into right channels, would
have produced marked results in the kingdom
of Israel. S8peak of her («) Sneering question—
“Dost thon govern the kingdom ?” (b)) Em-
phatic promise, showing who had the real

power; (¢) Energy in immediately formulating
a plan, The plan itself was devilish, but the ii-
structions to the elders were very direct and
plain, so that there could be no mistake made

3. The weak ders. What a record of wi
yielding to wickedness in its baldest form! There
was no attempt to cover up ; the design was fully
stated. ““And the elders....did as Jezebel lLud
sent unto them,” Not a protest, not a sign of 4
murmur against the murderer, * They....stoncd
him with stoncs, that he died.”

4. The successful isswe, The message is sent to
Jezebel, acquaint
of her plan. 11 omise to Ahab was now f{ul-
filled, 8he go » him  and tells him to tuke
possession of the vineyard, for Naboth is dead,
And Ahab, like the weak elders, weakly obeys,

5. The prophesied doon. In the vineyard Alab
meets Elijah face to face. Anger and anguish
are visible in his countenanee as he says, ** st
thou found me, O mine enemy?" Then concs
Elijah’s answer, sealing his doom. Covetous-
ness led to murder, and murder ends in just ret-
ribution and the ruin of family,

Specific application, This lesson is givenus as a
plain warning as to the possible results of covet
ousness when it is finished. This sin was g
growth ; the evident thing to do is to strar
such desires before they become so powerfu
to control us. Dally not with the weak begin
nings of sin,

her with the successful issue

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

I need thee every hour.
Yield not to temptation,
Dare to do right.

Am I a soldier of the eross,
Rescue the perishing.

Hear thou my prayer.

I bring my sins to thee.
Teach me, O Lord,

Be with me every moment,

Library References.
Nanorn.—Macduff, The Prophet of Fire, page
230,  Dickinson, Religion Teaching by Eranple,

page 200, Milligan, ah, page 119, Meyer,
Elijah, page 157. Taylor, Elijah the Prophet, page
148, Pearse, Elijah, the Man of Gud, p
Kittel, History of the Hibrews, vol. ii, pages
218, Gelkie, Hours with the Bible, vol, iv,
97-09. Ewald, History of Isracl, vol. iv, page ™
sq. Stanley, History of the Jovssh Chureh, vol. iy
page 344 sq.
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JEZEBE
Jesson.

Tute MOABITE STONE.~De Costa, B, F., Th
Moabite Stome, New York, 1871, King, James,
Moab’s Dutriarvchal Stone, London, 187 Special
pupers of the Palestine Exploration Fund, Sayce,
Fresh Light from the dncient Monuments, 1il.
prechty Recent Research in Bible Lands, page 16.
Coutemporary  Review, vol, xv, page vol, lii,
page 169, Littl's Living Age, vol, ¢ iii, page
Lrinceton Rev vol xliil, page 213,
anley, History of the Jowish Chureh,
vol. ii, page 347,  McClintock and Strong, Cyclo-
[wf-l.r"‘

Freeman’s Iaxosook: Ve

The scal, 323,

8, Letters, 881:
Ver, 13, Executions outside the

walls,

Blackhoard,

NABOTH'S V/INEYARD .

W

!g(%b‘ - :M ’if\‘
L e

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

~In the kingdom of God there is no question
of majorities and minorities, but it is simply are
we steadfast and faithful unto death $— B/,

If Providence calls us to solitude and retire-
ment, it becomes us to acquiesce ; when we can-
not be useful we must be patient, and when we
cannot work for God we must sit still quietly for
hin,—Henry,

=0 God, thou that providest meat for the
fowls of the air, wilt make the fowls of the air
provide meat for man, rather than his depend-
ence on thee shall be disappointed! O lot
not our faith be wanting to thee ; thy care can
never be wanting to us —Bishop Hall,

—(irace 18 such a pilot as without its steerage
you will certainly suffer shipwreck on your voy-
age to everlasting tranquillity, —Secker,

~The purpose of just men depends not so
much upon their own wisdom as upon the grace
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—8¢e references for the previous | of God, on whom they always rely in whatsoever

they take in hand,— Zhomas i Kempis,

—The covetous person lives as if the world were
!made altogether for him, and not he for the

world ; to take in everything, and to part with
nothing.—South,

—While we are straitened in our expectations
the blessing is withheld ; but when our hearts are
enlarged the more we ask the more we have,—
i,

—We fear our own unsteadfastness ; « Lorq,
abide with us!” The foe is strong, and we,
through our sins, weak; Lord, abide with us,”
and be our strength, We are ever subject to
change and ebb and flow: **Abide with us,
Lord,” with whom is no change.—Pusey.

| *h of us may be sure that if God sends us
on stony paths, he will provide us with strong
shoes, and will not send us out on any journey for
which he does not equip us well.—Mucluren,

If 1 wander far and oft
From that which I believe and feel and know,
Thou wilt forgive, not with a sorrowing heart,
But with a strengthened hope of better things,
—Lowell,
—The tendency to persevere, to persist in spite
of hindrances, (]isvmlrm.:vnu-lﬂs, and impossibili-
ties 5 it is this that in all things distinguishes the
strong soul from the weak.—Carlyle.

—It is from small seeds dropped into the
ground that the finest productions grow; and it
is from the inborn dictates of conscience and the
inspired principle of duty that the finest growths *

| of character have arisen,.—Smiles,

' —Only when our Sun of righteousness rises
toward high noon does every province of life and
duty become warm with it, and the summer green
pervade the by-places where the frosts and the
shadows had kept before.—Sears,

—Everybody wants to attain to conspicuous
and shining virtues, but very few seek after the
lowly graces, the thyme and sweet herbs which
grow beneath the shadow of the life-giving tree,
=~ Sules,

—The shortness of life is bound up with its
fullness, Tt is to him who is most active, always
thinking, feeling, working, caring for people and
for things, that life seems short. Strip a life
empty, and it will seem long enough.—Phillips
Brooks,

| —Find your niche, and fill it. If it be ever so

little, if it is only to be hewer of wood or drawer
Lot water, do something in this great battle for
| God and truth.--Spurgeon,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Primary Note.

“Hurrau for the flag!” s
ticipation of First of July. Yes, the flag should be
red. In the public schools the flag is saluted,

8 S0me one 1 an-

1
P

admiringly addressed, and allegiance is sworn to |

it. Is the Sunday school to be silent? We can,

in the Sunday school, put into patriotism a mean-

ng and back it up with a support that in the pub-
lic school must be cautiously expressed, perhaps
cannot be mentioned,  In the Sun
Can say what we please about the religion of Jes-

us, and can affirm that love of country gets its
finest foru when it expresses the principles of Jes-
us,  We can say that we must make the flag and
the eross one in a beautiful meaning of good will,
We can ouly see the blood-stained banner of the
colors as we put that

cross atloat in our country
banner there. We can only put it there as we
train up those loving the cross who shall bear the
flag. It is the flag supporter who makes a flag.
Wanted, a million of boys and girls trained in the
Sunday school to say that the flag a generation
hence shall be the cross-banner to float North,
South, East, West,

Women Teachers.

WE have traveled thousands of miles up and |

down a State of nearly 7,000 Sunda

¢ schools, and |

‘Tc:lching Hymns to the Ghildren,

| BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,
| THERE is one branch of religious instructio of
children which is greatly neglected at the Present
day—the memorizing of old church hymns,
| Our forefathers when young were often ol)iug
| to commit to memory certain hymns and th
red lines thus acquired followed them throy
their lives,
Standard hymns could be taught to the childy n
| either by the teacher or by the parent. As

as a cluss has learned a hymn let it stand and v
peat it in concert. It is not necessary to alw,
sing these hymns,

Many of these hymns have interesting histoi
connected with them, which it might be wl ¢
relate to the class,

Since these hymns are not as easy to underst.d
as are some of the modern songs with whicl th:
children are familiar, it would be well to ex)li
each verse as it is taught to the class.

It would be an excellent plan for the pupils ¢

| pick out the hymns to be learned, the teacher 1

choose from such selections the most appropria
ones,

Significance of Interruption in the
Primary Lesson.

have wet thousands of superintendents and |

teachers in other States and in the International
conventions, and so far have heard of but two
schools where the primary or junior department is
taught by a man. And yet there must be more,
In other places some of the most suceessful prim-
ary teachers are 1.

The host of Sunday-school workers will not
agree with Mr. Bok that neither men nor business
women should be Sunday-school teachers. A sorry
spectacle we would have if we limited the teaching

to those who are idle and at rest all week. The
Sunday school needs the busy, practical men and
women, and hosts of these are to-day blessing the
church universal by their efficient work in the
Sunday school.  Dr. Roads, of Philadelphia,
quotes a  wide-awake superintendent as saying :
*“Why, it is only the busy people who ever do
the work of teaching.”

John Wanamaker teaches the busy men’s cl
in his school. ' W. S, Witham, of Georgia, pres
dent of several banks and a railroad director,
teaches a large * Busy People's A Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States teaches
an adult class.—ZInternational Evangel,

BY JULIA E. PECK.

EvEN a limited intercourse with primary chil
dren will show us that it is always the unespected
which happens in their class room. * Prijary
teaching is wearing on the nerves,” people tell is
ations for this nerve

| and though there are comper
wear-and-tear, yet one cause of it is the seewingly
unavoidable and frequent interruptions to «ve

)
lesson,

““If all the children were good, we would |
few interruptions,” say primary teachers, Whil
rtainly true, we will often find that ther
us canse for “badness,” and by removing

this is ¢

I8 @ 8¢

the cause we may expect comparatively uninter
rupted lessons,

We may look upon physical discomfort as cause
for many needless interruptions, for the childwn
will be irritable and noisy if uncomfortable,
is altogether needless, because the children’s con-
fort should be one of the first things considered
in a primary class,

Let us visit a primary class room on purpose to
make a study of interruptions avoidable and un-
| avoidable,
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There are sixty children in the room who vary
in age from four to eight, During the singing of
the first verse of the opening hymn the teacher
notices that a thinly-clad child is seated with his
back to a northeast window, against which the
wind is driving the sleet and snow. Before we
begin the second verse that ehild must be moved
to a sheltered corner near the heater,

We notice that care has been taken to seat all
the children with their backs to the light, This
teacher evidently considers that the children
must be subject to more or less eye-strain dur-
ing the week, and proposes to spare their eyes
on Sunday,

During the singing of the second verse the
teacher notices a mite of a girl pulling at her
neighbor’s stocking, This is disorderly, but there
is zood reason forit. The little neighbor is in
torment, for her stocking is fastened by means of
abitof twine wound around the leg just above
the knee, The day is cold, and the tight string
les the circulation so that her chubby leg
coming quite numb, Hep kind-hearted

sceing her plight, hastens to the rescue
while singing “ Help us to do the things we
The teacher, without stopping to re-

g q class room after the
prove anybody, cuts the twine, singing all the

\

|

2 . § i " X ruptions from without, In that ca
Iw:~l~uvlulr1sfm(r\]n rtin drawing, and makes defense is to make our lessor
her few rapid lines on the blackboard * tel],”

OOL BANNER.

Willie reveals that he Ygot up so late sister
anuldn‘l give him any breakfast,” Willie is sent
‘ home to be fed, and the teacher makes a mental
| note to ““have a little talk " with “sister * on the
J subject of hygiene,
| Late-comers were, to-day, a serions interrup-
[tion to the lesson story, for the class stopped

listening to ¢ > at them, while the tardy mem-

bers stood helplessly staring at the class until
somebody found chairs for them, Possibly the

| next generation of expert primg
|

teachers will
know how to prevent tardiness in children who
are too young to “ tell time,” and who must de-
pend on others to “ start them off ** in season,

The closing prayer might have been inter-
rupted by older brothers and sisters who were in
| the habit of flocking into the primary room to
‘luk«: the little ones home; but the teacher, who
[hml learned wisdom from experience, locked the
| door and fastened on the outside of it a placard
bearing this inscription :

“Wait outside for the primary children,”
There are interruptions for which neither
teacher nor children are respousible, 1f the pri-
mary class must take what is left in the way of a
main school has heen pro-

vided for, it may be that we are subjeet to inter-

e our ouly
0 intensely in-

; g 2 teresting that our children will be blind and
[lie children are all attention while the lesson

who is seated on the back row, is the only inat-

# vated a placid manner, poise, fores
tentive member of the class, and he will not look

atthe board or let anybedy else look at it so far |
as his arms can reach, The teacher asks

John @ question, This, before the discussion

Of the picture begins, so that he has not heard

the other children deseribe it. He cannot see the

picture.  The teacher discovers this in a flash ;

but she discovers more! John's sight is so

very defective that he eannot even see the black-

board !

That ¢hild who has walked a mile to Sunday
‘hool through the snow, wearing her carefully-
faved, partly-outgrown ** best boots,” is not
easily quicted when she noisily kicks the leg of |
her  chair, fretting audibly, and saying she |
“wants to go home,” |
Willie's disorderly conduet, which has already
caused frequent interruptions, is not so casily
explained, He is usually so good and quiet that |
there must be some trouble here which does not |
flow on the surface, At last Willie becomes so
unbearable that his case must be investigated |
even while the class waits, A little ‘“aside” with |

) ful i1l . hich deaf to all outside matters. If we succeed in
pens T 8 vhic 'y ¢ s N e ¢
sl & grdoeta ],le'""‘f"‘ Wanh they doing this, not a child in the class will have the
are expected to discuss, Their discussion is to

inclination to interrupt,
lead them to the vital point of the lesson. John, J

Yet our defense from
interruption is incomplete until we have culti-

«ht, presence
of mind, and readiness of resource in times of
emergeicy,

—

“When He had Taken Him in His
Arms,”
BY JULIA M. JOHNSTON,

Tue Gospel of the gentle touch is as potent as
of old. The children’s Saviour has left us an ex-
ample that we should do as he did, both in deed
and in spirit, Not only when “they brought
unto him young children  did he * take them in
his arms and put his hands upon them and bless
them” but when he would teach the diseiples
who should be greatest in the kingdom of heaven
he “took a child and set him in the midst"—who
can doubt that there were childven near y—and
““when he had taken him in his arms,” he set
forth the iesson never to he forgotten,

Perhaps that little one understood nothing
whatever of the admonition given to his elders,

e o e —




436 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

|
It is not likely that he could ever remember, in-

telligently, a word of that striking lesson. But
could he ever forget the loving embrace, the ten-
der touch, the close folding to the Saviour's
heart? O surely, never, never !

We primary teachers, “ministering in his
name,” should gather our scholars close and hold
them fast against our hearts, The literal loving
touch, the absolute contact, means much as to
influence, but there is a deeper significance still
to the phrase ‘“ When he had taken him in his
arms.”  Aside from the caressing touches which
we love to give when the children come within
arm’s length, when they crowd close and want
little bonnets tied and coats fastened, there is a
taking them into a warm embrace that means
more than a caress. Are the arms of love always
close-folded about the children of our care? Is
the love for Jesus’ sake equally distributed to
all? It should be so,

During the closing exercises of the Sunday
school a primary teacher sat on one of the low
chairs beside the children, leaving the general
oversight of the room to her assistant. With the
change of air in the opening of the large doors a
dainty little maid needed her cloak on, and the
teacher took the wee morsel upon her lap to ad-
Jjust her belongings. The little blossom was
exquisitely fair, and in a passion of tender and
admiring love the teacher held fast the little one
in her arms, noting, over the small shoulder, the
delicate beauty of the sensitive face, the ravish-
ing brown curls, waving back from the white
forehead in the loveliest way, all the baby charms
being set off by dainty dress., The beautiful
child was also one o’ the most regular and stu-
dious in the class, a1 d her attentiveness and in-
terest, with her sweet ger tleness, made her every-
where attractive. It was impossible not to love
her most tenderly. It would be hard to judge of
this teacher’s love for her class as a whole by
her feeling for this scholar, She thought of it
herself, and wondered if this child had not more
than her share,

But another 8unday, at the close of the lesson,
a boy got up suddenly and made a plunge at
another a few seats farther along, Ie was a
forbidding-looking little fellow, his dull face
never showing any change of expression. While
never giving trouble, he did not answer ques-
tions nor show any special interest in the lesson,

‘“Take your seat, Johnny,” said the teacher,
quietly; “you know I don’t like to have you
change seats after you are once settled.”

The boy obeyed with a sullen look, but the
next glance toward him showed that he was sob-
bing distressfully. Filled with instant pity and
surprise over the unusual demonstration, the

teacher’s arms were about the child in a moment,
and in reply to her gentle question he sob |
out, “He’s got my hat.””  And sure enouglh, 1/,
mischief of the class produced the hat whicl |
had somehow managed to secure. Johnny 1]
evidently been terrified over the loss, fearing, 1
doubt, that it would be a final one, and that
would have to go home bareheaded and accout
for the missing article. His teacher’s heart w3
smitten to think that she had so misundersto
the hasty action and had reproved the wrong
boy. She said so to the sobbing child, assur{
him that Harry could not have meant to troulje
him so much, and must feel sorry now, unl
sought to soothe him with all the tender skill she
could command. As she did this her heart
yearned over the dull boy in his trouble with
love she had not felt before, and she suddenly
realized that he was very dear to her. Ias not
every teacher had some similar experience which
has taught her that there are different kinds of
appeal to the affections, and that it is possible,
yes, easy, to love each member of the class ¢

But do we gather the children in the arms of
faith? We ought not to fail of this, for so we
not only bring them close to our own hearts a3
we pray for them, but we bring them near to the
Saviour that he “ may put his hands upon them
and bless them.” Surely this is something that
we not only may do, but we must, and it is sweet
to know that we may, while duty cries, “ You
must,”

There is one way of touching a child which is
perhaps less often tried than with older ones,
and that is by the written word. A letter is
prized as a rarity, and is apt to be more to a chill
than to an older one, Birthday letters have been
often recommended and written, too, but did
you ever try writing a little letter to each mem-
ber of the class upon one occasion® I have ju
tried it, and have found the experience so sweet
that if there is anyone to whom I may pass on
the suggestion I eannot keep from doingit. [
wrote Easter letters to my children—little love
letters, I called them—inclosing a card in cach,
but making them personal appeals in the very
simplest language, asking each little heart to love
and trust and try to please the risen Jesus, so
strong to help us every one, since he rosc fro
the dead at this happy time, and putting into
words my own love, that they might not doubt it
for lack of the telling. I only hope the children
have had half the help and happiness out of the
letters that I have had. Perhaps it is a surer
way to the hearts of the mothers than a dircct
letter to them would be,

Teachers, let us take the children in our
arms,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER.
————

LESSON 1. (July 3.)
THE KINGDOM DIVIDED,
1 Kirgs 12. 1625,
GoLpexn TexT, “A soft answer turneth away
wrath: but grievous words stir upanger.” Prov,
1.1

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER,

| There were two brothers
| once who lived side by side,
and who loved one another
very much, Bat trouble

came, Unkind words were
I spoken 3 people who love to
make mischief stirred up
bad feeling, until the broth-

and self-willed. [Make on the board ten little
circles. Tell that each one stands for a tribe of
Israel.] Solomon, had ruled them all, and his son
Rehoboam might have done 80, too, if he had kept
love in his heart. But when some of the people
wanted him to grant them some little favor, he
said “ No” very harshly, and it made them angry,
and only two of the tribes stayed with him. The
| others said, * We will not have such an unkind
| kKing.”” [Draw a large circle around two of the
little ones, and inclose the remaining eight in
another large circle, telling that these tribes went
off with anotherking.] It always costs to let sin
and self rule! [Divide the crown on the board,
rubbing out or tearing it, as the case may be.]

[ Sin in the heart. [Make a heart on the board,
and teach that the things of the outward world
are only pictures of the inward world in each one
|of us.] Each little heart is a kingdom. Each lit-
tle kingdom is in danger of being divided, as the
kingdom of Israel was, by sin and self, There is

ers would no longer speak to each other. Th ir | only one way of keeping the heart-kingdom whole
hearts, which had been as one, were divided now, | for God, and that is to let Jesus come and live
and strife came to dwell where peace and love | there, Where he is peace and love are. When
bad dwelt! Whose work was this? Ah! you ‘ he goes out sin and strife come in. Sin divides

know very well that it was the work of the evil
spirit. - When a little heart is divided, and ill-wii]

comes into the place where peace has made !ln‘

bome, do you not know that this is always the
work of the evil spirit? Notice the Lesson
Thought, and carry it away in your heart |
LESSON THOUGI'T. —Sin separates, [Pina crown
to the board, or draw one.] Do you remember
King Solomon? Who ean tell something about
him?  Yes, he was very rich, and he had agreat,
strong, rich kingdom, What was the name of

the kingdom ? It was Israel, and Solomon was |
its king forty years. But now 8olomon was dead, ‘

and his son Rehoboam went to 8hechem to be
made king. Do you think he would feel glad to

b made king? Yes, and he felt very proud too. |
Hethought now he would have great power, and |

would be praised and obeyed by all the peopre.
He did not feel as his father, Solomon, felt when

be was made King. You know when the Lord |
Pes
told him to ask anything that he wanted, Solomon [ Pea
90 0
asked for wisdom and understanding, e did [

not feel that he was wise enough to rule such g | James

great people, and so he asked God to help him, '
The Bible does not say that Rehoboam asked God
tohelp him, When he wanted advice he went
to his friends, and they gave him bad advice, so
that he made the people angry, and trouble
began for him as soon as he became king, It |
Was sin that separated his heart from the hearts
of the people.  If he had kept love and peace in
his heart, this trouble would not have come. Let
us see how much Rehoboam lost by being proud |

‘lhu heart [divide the heart on the board], and

a divided heart makes trouble everywhere !

Kindergarten Hints,

BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,
KiINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Gentleness and
i Gentleness, Psalm 18, 35 ; Prov. 15, 17, 18
i 2Cor, 10, 151 Thess, 2. 73 2 Tim. 2.
8.17. Pec

y Luke 2. 14 ; Matt, 5. 9; John

14, 27,

GOLDEN TEXT. “ A soft answer turneth away
wrath : but grievous words stir up anger.” Prov,
15. 1,

Amns 10 ™HE KINDERGARTNER, Toly Bible,
Gal. 5. 22; Illustrative Notes (Drs, Hurlbut and
Doherty).

ATTENTION STORY.,

We remember that John talked much ahout
love, and he wrote many words which Jesus
spoke about that and something else which is
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found wherever love is. It is peace. Before Je-
sus came people did not talk about peace, because
they had not heard about it.  They did not know
that anger and naughtiness should be put awi

and that they should use gentle speech and kind
ways. One king said that when he thought of
God’s gentleness it made him feel strong or
great. e said this [read Psalm 18, 35), and an-
other king did not care to have anything to do
with people who were cross (angry), and he said
this, * [Read “ Make no friendship,” ete. Prov.
22, 24.] This ne king said it would be better
to have a dinner of greens without any beef than
to have plenty of beef and have naughty and un-
kind thoughts (Prov. 15. 17, 18). Long after the
kings lived the song of peace was sung that night
when the baby Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and
the many voices in the sky sang with the angels
this verse which we have ail learned to say and to
love. [Read and repeat ** Gilory to God on earth,
peace.” Luke 2. 14.]  After that Jesus talked of

00L BANNER.
l
|
J
\

Since then all has been different from what it wis

when kings quarreled and people forgot to o
ind acts,  We all forget sometimes now, but not

| 80 often as before Jesus came.

’ Wednesday.  Paul lived many years ago, yon

’rt-nn-mb«-x', He said to some people whom |,

| loved dearly that he was as gentle with then

| & nurse is with children (1 Thess, 2.

| spoke of the gentleness of Jesus (2 Cor, 10.

Thursduy. — Other disciples of Jesus

about gentleness and peace, and they read oup

‘(iuhlvn Text, for Solomon wrote the words |
before that time. Do you know what a soft
| swercando? It is the very opposite from iy
loud, rough, unkind answer,

‘ Friday. If hasty and harsh words cause otli ¢

peace when he was on the mountain preaching, | people to be angry, how careful in specch

and the night when he had supper with the

men who followed him he talked to them of love, |

and said that he would give them peace in their
hearts.  Hear the words that John wrote for
us, [Read John 14, 27.) Last Friday was called
Dominion Day.  You call it the First of July, |

and I know some little girls who call it Fire-
cracker Day. We have fireworks to show our
gladness, because a long time ago many other
people were glad to have peace and to be happy
and not have quarrels with others, In some parts
of the country the people have fireworks on every
Christmas Day ; perhaps it is because they think
of the peace in the angels’ song. We will repeat
the Golden Text about a soft answer—speech in
loving terms—sweet speech,

Explain musical words of the lesson,
OUTLINE,

Sunday. The children have Dominion Day in |
mind, and this lesson upon the peace and soft
answer is in harmony with their thoughts, |

Monday. Dwell upon the fact that kir and
all people wished for gentleness and talked about |
it, but they did not know of it or hear of won-
derful peace until Jesus came and taught them:
Talk of David and 8olomon, and find in the story
of each life some sweet thought or ng
which will make them real people to the children, |
David looked at the stars, sun, and moon, and
wondered about them just as boys and gi
now. Eolomon had much gold, silver, ivory, and
many horses, bt he thought loving hearts better
than all,and when people chose their friends or ate
their dinners he would have them gentle and true,

Tuesday.  Solomon was always talking of wis-
dom, and wanted to know about many |hin<_'s.!
Jjust as boys and girls to day want to know, but |
since then men have found out many scerets |
of the earth, and all the time the world is grow- |
ing wise Sometimes we wish Solomon could |
have seen Jesus and heard him say, My peace
give 1 unto you.” Ever since Jesus said that
people have been talking about peace, and do
not quarrel as often as they did before he came,

| should be ! David prayed that the words of his

mouth and even the thoughts of his heart mizht

be pleasing to God. 8o he knew that even th

thoughts far inside and deep down must be ri.

| if ourspeech and acts would be gentle and ki |

| Narvne Wonrk. Have a nature story of Christ
stilling the tempest.  No man can calm the ocear
orstop the fallingrain, God causes the rain to full
and to cease falling. Talk of rain and of wut.
You will find a point of connection between 11,
topics and the lessons, Talk of calm water or
of troubled and restless waters,

Awr Work.  Pictures of calm and of trouh.|
| waters may be shown to the children, the teachor
| drawing lessons from this illustration,

HaND Work, The children may do some kind
of symbol of peace or gentleness, Per ]
picture dove (a pigeon) suggests this, and tl
may build a pigeon house of their Gift blocks

The TRANSITION CLASS. Children may write
the reference text or put the lesson hymn upon
the board as the teacher reads it,

SCIENCE AT HoME wrrn tue Morner, Tl
topic may be gentleness in the family.

LESSON II. (July 10.)
ELIJAH THE PROPHET. 1 Kings 17.1 10
GOLDEN TEXT, “ And the harrel of meal wast |
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according
to the word of the Lord,” 1 Kings 17. 16.
Primary Notes,

A poor woman sat weep
ing in her eold room one
night.  She had nofire and
no food, and she did not
know where she could gt
either,  Tler hushand was
dead, and she had been ill
sothat she could not work,

and now the last penny she had in the world was

gone,
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- gone, Suddenly she felt a warm hand on hers. food for the soul, it will starve and die, as truly as
Little Charlie had crept out of bed and stood | the body will die without food, [Call for the
smiling in her face, “ Mamma, I've been dream- twenty-third psalm and use it to impress this line
ing,” said he, “that we had a good fire and of thought.] Are you one of the Lord's little
n plenty to eat, and that you had a promise of [ servants ? If you get his word in your hearts, he
work. And, mamma, I'm sure it will come true, | will use you to carry it to some one, perhaps,
for when I woke and knew it was a dream I'| who is starving and dying for want of it !

asked God to make it come true, e can, can’t
e, mamma?”  “Yes, Charlie, he can,” said the
poor woman, wiping away ber tears; and then
she told her boy how the Lord fed Elijah, and
they both lay down and slept sweetly. The next
morning the food and the fire and the promise

X of work all came, and Charlie said, “I told you
i

- God giving, [Deseribe Elijah, a tall man who
d lookedlike awarrior.] He woreasheepskin mantle
= and a girdle of skin, and his long hair fell down
" on his shoulders. He wus a good man, to whom
God often spoke, and he had many errands to do
for the Lord. It is not the people who look fine
who please the Lord most, but those who are — = —

¢ fuithful and true and who do not fear to speak
the whole truth, Elijah, the prophet, was sucl 2 X
one, and God had sent him now to the wicked | .)"\m'}""“"'“':\' ]":.""‘“'"\"" Glod's Care of
of Israel, Ahab, to tell him that beeause | B! 'l_""'“‘\“""“'"l 8 Care of Us Now. 1 Kings

Israel was so wicked there would be no rain, 17. 2-16,

dew for along time. Ahab was angry, and| GOLDEN TeXxT, “\'um']u-u\'vnl_\' Father know-
wanted to kill Elijah for telling the truth, but | €th.”  Matt. ¢
| k (iod took care of his servant. Elijah went to the AIns 10 1Y KINDERGARTNER Ok PRrisany
brook Cherith, near Jordan, and hid there as the Teacuer. Holy Bible, 2 Kings 1. A ¢ pra-
Lord told him to do, and God sent one of his little tive Study of John will be helpful,  Mendelssohn’s
servants to feed him, [Show the raven on the | Oratorio of Elijak has much depth and strength in
board.]  Yes, the birds can do errands for God, | the music,  If you cannot play or sing this, look
and this raven was his messenger to feed lh--J through the text, and as a study in literature it
hungry prophet ! ’ will be of value, while its spiritual tone will uplift
God has a great many servants.  Another sery- | You.  Zhe Handbook of Bibl Biography, by Rev,
ant of his was a poor woman who had very little | C. R, Barnes, or some other, will give notes on
to eat, and thought she should die of hunger, j Elijah.  Whitney's Handbook of Bible Geography
Giod sent Elijah to her to be fed ! If she had been | will give information of places mentioned in
sclfish, she would have kept all she had for her- I reader will find helps in hep

Kindergarten Hints.

kin

these lessons.

self. But she believed God, and when she opened personal reading.  For the lesson story the liv-
hier kind hand to help another God filled it again ing voice and the loving heart will be powerful,
for herself | together with the magnetism of the individual,

Do you know what made all the trouble in Is- The lesson as written here may be a guide or
rael? T will tell you. The people forgot God | seed-thought only to some adaptation suited to
and worshiped idols, They would have their your children,
own way, and when people do this they Iways ATTENTION STORY,
hiitito “”",M" But God knows and cares for Can you remember away back to the day when
ind feeds his own people who love and trust we said to our friends, “I wish you happy
him. He always has done so and always will ;| New Year?” Well, just then we commenced to
f0mo child need be afraid that God will forget | talk about Jesus and about the strange man who
1let him die A % told everyone that Jesus was coming, Perhaps
and let him die of hunger and want. ou remember that the man ate locusts and honey
There is something which God has sent us, and | and he wore a strange kind of clothing, Can
which he wants us all to feed upon each day, It |anyone tell l;is name \I'm, “I‘Im John, T)]Ii."
, o this | Pook says, “ The same John had his raiment (that
‘, 18 good word of l'l‘“"llhh You come to this means clothing) of camel’s hair, and a leathern
Lotwto ot some of it Into your hearts, It is| gindle about his loing. (Matt. 5 4). Now we be-
God’s food for our souls, and if we do not have | gin a new lesson story to-day of another man, If

|
|
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we wonder about him and wish to know his
name, we will read this (2 Kings 1. 8).  Long, long
ago Elijah lived and helped people to do good
and to be good. His love for what was right and
true was like the love for right and for truth now.
Elijah lived beside a brook named Cherith, [Read |
the story beginning “ And the word,” 1 Kings 17.
2-16.  After this let the children repeat different
,Ilurls or words in the story and talk about it.

'he teacher may have in head and in heart what
will develop these points, These few verses fur-
nish at least ten topics for thought, and it may
be that the teacher and children will find many
more: 1, God’s interest in where Elijah lived,
2. God guided him and cared whether he had water
and food. 8. God sent ravens to feed him. 4, Elijah
obeyed God; so did the ravens, 5. The brook
dried up. (Did you ever see a dry brook ?) 6, God
led him to another place, 7. Elijah asked for
food. 8. The woman, while trying to keep her-
self and her boy alive, fed Elijah, (Self-pweser-
vation caused her (o demur.) 9, Elijah trusted
God. “‘Fear not,” and *“ Thus saith the Lord.”
10. The woman obeyed and lived, and the food
was enough. The nature thoughts are many, but
the drought and the ravens may be the major
topics, though there are also the bread, rain, meal,
oil, made from what?]

OUTLINE,

The places the teacher may talk about are
Cherith, Zarephath.

The lesson suggested is simple and practical
hand work. For a few cents a thousand uncolored
sticks a half inch wide by five long may be
bought.*

Give five to each child, Ray that we will make
a gate. The smallest may follow you as you di-
rect, interlacing over and under the sticks, thus
making the little gate firm enough to take home as
& sign or symbol of the lesson,

If you meet the children through the week,
teach them to model a cruse or cup in brittle
clay. The transition class or larger children
of the primary department may choose which
topic suggested in this lesson they will write a
short paper or description about.

On SBunday the teacher may ask the boys and
girls to read whatever they can find about the
raven, Some may tell the class what they have
found, and others may hand in written papers.

Sciexce ot Hove witn Tne Morner, There
may be most interesting talks of the topies indi-
cated in the lessons, especially of the hospitality
of the woman who made the good man welecome
to share the little cake she and her son were to
have. God cared for the little family and gave
daily food.

All through the lesson the teacher will find op-
portunity of showing that God’s care of Elijah is

repeated every day now with us and his provid-
ing band gives food to each little child to-day.

*Victor Bradley Co., Springheld, Mass, |

LESSON IIL (July 17.)
ELIJAH ON CARMEL. 1 Kings 18, 30-39,

GoLpeN Text. * And when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The
Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the God.”
1 Kings 18, 39.

Primary Notes.

In the old times th
Lord taught his people to
build altars of worship.
They were told to make
offerings on these altars,
Sometimes the offering
would be a lamb, some
times a bullock, and some-
times a rair of gentl
doves. Whatever it was, it showed that the one
who offered it was willing to give up something
to please God, We do not build altars now, but
there is an altar of the heart upon which we must
offer up many things to God, and do you know
we are never 8o happy as when we have given
up something dear to us “for Jesus’ sake?"
What have you offered to Jesus, who gave all to
you?

Lteview, What did we find God doing in the
lastlesson ? Yes, “giving.” Wesaw how he fed
a prophet by a?—raven—yes, and afterward

| by #—a poor woman. When the raven brought

food to Elijah did he take it from the raven?
No, he took it from God's hand, for he knew the
raven was only his servant. When we eat our
good dinner do we remember that it is God who
sends it, and that all the people who have helped
to bring it to us are only his servants? Th
poor woman was another of the Lord’'s scrv-
ants, and anyone who is willing and obedient
may be his servant,

God speaking.  [The story of the famine, lastinzg
three years and a half, should be told brictly
and clearly. Find it in 1 Kings 1. 24, Make it
plain why the famine was sent.] God wants to
give his children good things, but if they will not
hear and obey him, he has to send trouble to
make them remember him. [Impress the lesson
that our loving God does not punish in ancer,
but in tender love and compassion, as a good fu-
ther does. ]

[Describe the great meeting called on Mount
Carmel. The outline of a mountain will help t
make the scene realistic. Tell that this mectin:
was like a great school, and God was th
Teacher.] Ile sent his prophet Elijah to show
the truth to the people. Elijah believed God,
ITe really believed that he was the living God,
and could do all things! Perhaps he was the
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only one at the meeting who really believed this,
[Show the image of Baal on one side and the
altar on the other side of the board, Explain
that there are always two sides—the right and
the wrong side. Little children know this very
well.] In school, at home, at play, you will al-
ways find the two sides. [Tell that God was
about to speak that day through E jah.] He
oves to speak through his servants, Are you
his little servant ?

The Lord’s side. 'Who stood on the right side
at this meeting? Yes, Elijah, and he had to
stand alone ! But he was not afraid or ashamed,
He knew that God was greater and stronger than
all the people in all the world, He had to face the
great company on the other side, who did not
believe that God was looking down and that he
would give the victory to the right. They saw
one man qn the Lord’s side and four hundred
und fifty on Baal's side, and they said, ““That
must be the right side! See how many are on
Baal’s side!” [Finish the story, and show how
the outcome teaches the lesson that God is the
mighty One who can do all things. Print on the
altar “The Living God,” and teach that he is
alive now, and knows which side each little child
stands upon !] Are we on the right side? Or do
we sometimes go on the wrong side because we
sce others there?  This is a good time to choose
which side we will be on! God is here, and he
will help us to choose right.

Go DOS Peﬂkin9

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Elijah on the
Mountain, 1Kings, 18, 4145,

GoLpEN Text. ““Ask, and it shall be given
you.” Matt. 7. 7.

ADs 10 ™nE KINDERGARTNER, The Deauties
of Ruskin give information about mountains,
clouds, water, ete,; Natural History, vol. xi.
School Readers will also contribute to your store-
house of material for this lesson, Every teacher

of little children, both in the Church and in the
publie schools, needs a large fund of general
knowledge. Each day some treasure will be
within reach, and by taking these and adapting
them to the demands of the hour some whole-
some truths may always be at hand to give to
the little ones in attractive form,

ATTENTION STORY,

Elijah knew that it was the kind heavenly
Father who cared for him and for the woman
and her boy. He knew, too, that when the rain
was needed no one but God could send it, Is it
not just so now, children? The strongest man,
the best man, not even your papa, can cause it
to rain! The rain will never stop falling for
any man. But it obeys God just as the winds
and the sea obey him.~ We often sing in kinder-
garten, ** Wonderful, Lord, are all thy works.”
Elijah prayed to God and asked him to send rain.
He was so sure that the rain was coming that
he said to the king, * There is a sign of much
rain,” and he told the king to get in his chariot
and go home in a hurry to get out of the rain.
This is what the book says about it. [Read from
1 Kings 18, 41-45.]

OUTLINE.

Some of the lessons of this narrative may be :
Elijah—Praying (dependence upon God), Perse-
vering (did not tire, but looked seven times),
Waiting  (patience), Expecting (because he
trusted). Show the children that in their little
world of daily duties, both at home and at school,
God is with them, caring for them, and sending
rain as well as food, Like Elijah, each little
child may pray and be patient and expect God
to care for him and give all he needs,

Nature Work. For nature talks this lesson
furnishes mountains, sea, clouds, and wind,
Any one of these would be enough for a little
talk on Sunday. When the Bible is so crowded
with nature topics it seems strange that one will
overlook them entirely and talk of doctrine or
dogma to little children. Through these things
which are known and familiar we may lead the
little ones to more abstract truth, proceeding
from the known to the unknown, from the seen
to the unseen, which is the Eternal, It will in-
terest the children that Carmel was the name of
a mountain. The high mountains had many
caves, or little rooms, in them. Some of these
little rooms have windows hewn in the rock, and
these are little places where one could sleep. The
door is always narrow, so that only one at a
time can go in. Talk of Elijah being so in ear-
nest as to have bowed his head between his knees
in an attitude of reverence.

HAND WoRK. Let the children outline the
pictures of mountains on the blackboard. You
can gain a knowledge of their idea of form by
this exercise, and it will help fix the lesson in
their mind.
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The TransiTiON CLASS may write something |
about this mountain or this sea. What sea was
it? If you cannot find all you want to learn
about Elijuh, nttle children, ask your minister
to tell you something,  During the week the girls
of the transition class may get a pastehoard card |
and draw slanting lines upon it to look like the
water lines of falling rain.

LESSON IV, (July 24.) |

ELIJAH'S FLIGHT AND ENCOURAGE- |
MENT. 1 Kings 19. 1-16. |

!

GoLpeN Text. * Rest in the Lord, and wait |
patiently for him.” Psalm 37,

Primary Notes,

Harold was a little hoy

who found it very hard to

| learn his lessons, Some-

times his teacher was dis-

[ pleased with him, thinking

that he had not tried as

| hard as he might, and he

grew discouraged.  One day

he heard some one eall him

a dunce, and he went home sad and urhappy.

His mamma found him erying in his room, and

when he told her his trouble she put her arms

around him and told him that she would help

him, and that God would help him, and that he

must do all he could, too, to help himself, and

then she was sure he would succeed and become

a good scholar in time, 8he comforted him and

put new hope and courage into his heart. This

lesson shows how the great and good God com-

forted one of his servants when he was in
trouble,

God comforting. Do you know that God cares
when we are sad and troubled ? He do s, and
he has given us this true story to teach us that
‘like as a Father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear him."

Who remembers the story of the great meeting
on the mountain ? Tow brave and hold E jah
was that day! Ile was not afraid of all the
prophets of Baal, and he showed how strun;’l
God was. [Tell how he slew the wicked prophets ’
of Baal, and how the blessed rain came down after
he prayed, and the people fell on their faces, and |
said—who can repeat the Golden Text of last
Sunday’s lesson¥] When everything goes yieht
with us we think that then God is thinking about
us and caring for us. Now, FElijah had to
learn that when things are not so pleasant he |

made, and how Elijah was afraid and ran away
[ to save his life,]

Some of God's comforters,  [Talk about slecp
and food and drink, Tell that God sent ther: (||
to Elijah, and they all did him good. Show
they are God’s good gifts to his children, aid
help children to feel that these common things
are all from God’s hand for our comfort and
help.]

When Elijah was ready to hear God came and
talked with him. h told him all his troubles,

| and God told him to go and stand on the moun-

tain. Then God came in great power and might,
A terrible wind came, which broke the rocks in
pieces, but God was not in the wind. Then an
earthquake, and after that a fire came, but God
was not in the earthquake or the fire. Then a
‘still, small voice” was heard, and God was in
that, .

Here is a sword. This makes us think of
power and strength, Boys think it is a great
thing to be strong and to do large things, But
God is not always in the great things, Did you
ever see a dove? How gentle it is! It is not
wise or strong, and yet it is used as the symbol
of God speaking in us—the outward symbol of

| the Holy Spirit in the heart.

Lessons for me. 1. Never be afraid, If you are
trying to please God, you will feel discouraged
sometimes, but try to remember that God will
send you the help you need as soon as you are
ready for it, just as he did to Elijah,

2. Never forget that God speaks to his children
He spoke to the prophet, but will he speak to
you? Yes, if you are his child and are trying to
please him. Talk to him and listen for his voice,
and you will surely find him speaking to you in
many ways

0D omfm‘tinq

Kindergarten Hints.
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Elijah and the
Angel, 1 Kings 19, 5-8,

GoLpeN Texr, “Ie shall give his angels

thinks of us then. [Tell the threat that Jezebel }<hur‘_:|- over thee.” Psalm 91. 11,
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A1s 10 THE KINDERGARTNER,
the best and all needed help for you in this les-
son.  You might read Myths and Myth-makers,
by Mr
place in our Sunday school work, Verities are
better thun Tairy tales, and the teacher who tried
to teach the lesson of the Good Sumaritan by
telling first of a good fairy and o bud fairy, and
likening the Levite amd the Samaritan to these,
mude amistuke, The Bibleillustrates itself, The
grandeur of its child-lore s fts ve ry simplicity,

and it is unscientifie, ununecessary, and irreverent
to try to lead up to its sublime heights through
an ordinary tale which {g not related to the
topie. A study of the relationships and proper
recognition of the principles of pedagogy is a
necessity in-the primary department, 8o the
bhetter way to begin the lesson of to-day is to be
very brief with the

ATTENTION STORY,

Elijah had heen at the brook and on the moun-
tain, and to-day we will see what happened to
him in the w He was sad and very,
very tired—so tived that he laid himselt on the
ground under a tree and went to sleep, It was a
Juniper tree, which s like o hush, but taller, and
has a sweet smell. While Elijah was Iying under
the tree something beautiful happened,  [Read
I Kings 19, 4-8,)

1088

Narrre Work. For nature topies this lesson
has the wilderness, tree, and couls, following the
mountains and the brook of the two previous les-
sons, - Conneet the nature thonght with the con-
tinued care God had over Elijah, First, the
ravens fed him, then a woman, and now an an-
gel. God knew Elijah necded strength for the
journey.  Call attention to the great weariness
of Elijah, e ate and then went right to sleep
azain, but a second time the angel wakened him
and gave him food, and then e was so rested
und refreshed that he took o long Journey with-
out food, and went to another mountain, The
topics sleep and physical exercise ave fruitful,
I Whitney’s Handbook of Bitle Geography the
teacher will find an interesting aceount of Mount
Horeb (8inai), to which Elijah Journeyed, Per-
laps God’s angels wateh us and help ug some-
times.  When Jesus was in the garden that night
after the supper, while he was sad, the hook
says, “There appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him " (Luke 22, 43)
Golden Text tells us that God's angels

Haxp Work. The small children may outline
& picture of a tree or of a cup (eruse), and tell
them ahout the tree and of what the angel had
for Elijah,

The TRANSITION CLASS may write the Golden
Text,

The Bible has |

John Fiske, but these things have no |

|
| SCIENCE AT HOoME witn ThE Motuer., Tell
| of the need of some one to administer to others
by preparing food.

Mother is the angel of ministr in the home,
A good book to read about angelic in
the home is Blessed be Drudy:e

ministr;

7Yy by Georg

neth,
LESSON V. (July 31.)
NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 1 Kings 21.4-186,

GOLDEN TEXT. “Thou sy
bor's house,”

|t not covet thy neigh-
Exod. 20, 17,

Primary Notes,

Arthur lived in a fine,
large house on a beautiful
street, and little Joe lived
in a small house in a nar-
row street, just back of
Arthur's home, One day
Joe found a heautiful new
ball in his back yard. e
| knew well enough that it was Arthur's ball, but
he did not want to give it back to him, I haven't
any ball,” he said, “and he has so many things
he’ll never missaball £ “ But it does not belong
| to you, Joe,” said his mother, * and so you do

not want it, of course !  Then she tod her little
boy the true story of Naboth's vineyard, and
showed him that it is just as mean for
to covet a rich boy’s things as for
want somcething that belonged to one of his
subjects, “Mamma,” said Joe, when she had
finished the story, “isn't it queer how the Bible
stories help a fellow to sce what s right ¢
“That is because they are the word of God !
said mamma, reverently,

About coreting, 'To want what is not ours is to
covet, God knew that we would want many
things that not belong to us, and so he made
a command that we should not covet. How
many commandments are there? Which one
tells us not to covet? A part of this command

ven in our Golden Text. Who can say it ?
In what book dowe find this? Yes, in the Bible,
Who can tell in which part of the Bible? [Let
hild find the book of the Bible in which it
is written, and another the chapter and verse,
This is agood time for a short drill on the com-
mandments.] This lesson tells how a king coveted
something which was not his own, Perhaps you
think that if you were rich and great, you would
have all you wanted, and would nevercovet. But
‘ it would not be so unless you had the kind of a
| heart that Jesus gives to his children, The natu-
| ralheart is selfish and wants its own way and its

a poor hoy
a rich king to

is gi

some




444 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

own things, Until we get the new heart we shall l narrative is connected with Moses, because the
be sure to covet, or to want things that do not | Mount Sinai is the one of this lesson, Read the
belong to us, narrative of Moses on Binal, Zhe Story of th
The lesson story. What is this on the board ? | Earth and Man, by Sir J. W. Dawson, will give
Yes, a bunch of grapes, We may let it remind | information on rock-building.
us of foolish Ahab. He had a beautiful palace
and broad, rich ficlds, but he could see a fine ATTENTION STORY.
vineyard from his palace which did not belong to Elijah rested in a cave when he reached the
him, and this made him unhappy. 1le wanted | mountain, and while he was alone there and all
to have all the nice things he could see, and so he | was quiet he heard n‘\:t)ir'«-.’\,\'hivh said, “ What
tried to get the vineyard from Naboth, When he | :"';fd)H“‘"m‘(!'::l‘fe:‘;\E‘I::Ll']”l'.’: ?\“li('!!|l;x|l;llll'i:z .:]'lﬂ‘l\l[i‘w}
could not have his way he was angry, and made stand upon the mountain. While he was there 4
everybody about him miserable till his wicked | strong wind blew, the earth shook, and afterwar|
wife Jezebel found a way by which to get the | he saw a fire. After that, a still small voice was

i, : o 4 & heard, and Elijah put part of his cloak over )is
vineyard for the king. [Tell of the evil plot she | face and stood at the little door of the cave. Ty

laid, and how Ahab gladly went to take posses- | volee said again, * What are you doing here, Eli
sion of the vineyard when he found that Naboth | jah?” And then it told him to go away and attend
was dead.] to some work. Elijah was obedient to the voic

'il'// i H.: vineyard cost, Perhabs Ahab thought ll}ld went :\l‘( “““h.l."; “l'uslln') put nirl <.yx|t:.|u he ll:

at the vine s, Fe 8/ of a new king, Elijah had been afraid that
he got the vineyard without paying for it, but he | the good people had mmu'u\\'u,\' from the world,

i " i et ¢ but the voice said that there were many tho

i rred e, as people alwi b Y 1
,I‘_::,l"ll(:lh'i':l;‘il"":l:\_‘r")l::'l\.“u‘l"l.'lh :I“ ;;\:(‘Ili‘:l :“0:0:1:‘; sands ;\‘hn“hunl ‘nnt hlln\"l;d down lll{l u:j\ idol or

g § & way. No, <issed it.  We will read about it. [Read 1 Kings
money for it. e paid something worth more .9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 18,]
than ali the money in the world! [Print 11-0-N-O-R
in large letters on the board, allowing the chil- OUTLINE,
dren to name the letters as you form them, and | Show that God, who cared for Elijah, had .
show th e lef rhan wea o ) i | y had sai
:]].I:,.‘. fh{::“‘[‘ (“],‘,l(!hh(‘:l:;: )‘:‘(,’,,"\,:.",:I“::([l‘\’ ::::;;m | to another man (Joshua), ““Be brave and of good
18 ok ) 7 SXpons il courage,” and he says that to us now, for w
In a like manner bring out the thought that sin | hear the voice too, and it tells us what to do.
A iyt J h 8 .
::; :::’;lh""i‘r;‘“h\:-‘)’lil".ll‘ll'ill|:‘ll"«'l"::"l‘]’:"]"r:l:";i:_:f‘] the life Elijah’s obedience and his courage are topics
”y'l \I'\'“" i It i'||<;t S Al ”"" of God's for conversation. A wholesome thought it is
84 L] @ 2 ] .

g i - 5 ( that there are many good people in the worl
commands, for if Ido, that will make it easy to | :“::‘, l"l;m‘ :'m)d lvclfp]i ”lmnl‘:\,";l;;:h"lk ‘,‘l-h“f:'l !
break others. Ahab’s coveting led to murder. ‘ munyi goodness than naughtiness : )
Ouly Jesus can give the new heart which will E . : 5

Narvre Work, The nature topics of this les

save me from coveting. :
son may be a continuation of others given t}is
month, The lesson of to-day has ** caves

C O D R E B U KI N C | “earthquakes.” Both these are interesting, ji“m
\) )

=

teacher will find valuable points concerning them
| in the encyclopedias. 7% Beauties of Ruskin is
\ | 2 volume full of suggestions for conversation.
Among these are “‘Influence of Iligher Moun

HOnOP H lluhlﬁ,” “Mountains the Bones of the Fartl
— \ ete.,, pages 69-103, You may talk of different
S HG.PPIHESS birds which build nests in mountains. Sheep
L | Fe graze there, Jesus knew much about mountains,
T 80 did David. The night which Jesus, James
and John passed upon the mountain may be re
ferred to. The story is found in Luke, ninth

l chapter, Iere were Elijah and Moses,

Kindergarten Hints Hasp Work. The small children may maki
. . caves in the sand table, and also outline moun
I\lxl)}:ma,\‘u’rzx Derarryest. Elijuh and the tains on the blackboard. They may fold paper
Voice. 1Kings, 19,9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 18, to look like mountains,
GoLpeN Texr, “Be strong and of a gool| 1pe TrANSITION CLASS may write a list of the
courage.” Joshua 1. 6, places and people mentioned in these four lessons
Amps To THE KINDERGARTNER. The Bible | about Elijah.
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Sc

NCE AT HOME WiTH THE MoTnER, Talk of ‘I Order of Service
(iod seeing us as he saw Elijah when he stood at
the door of the cave. God’s voice spoke to him.
It speaks to us—to each one in the home, even DoxoLoay. Third Quarter,

to the little child. The Golden Text has thoughts ise God, from whom all blessings flow,
for the home, These are strength and courage, him, all creatures here below :
Let the teacher suggest in Sunday school what | S him above, ye heavenly host 3

will be remembered and spoken about in the Praise Father, Son, and oly Ghost 1 »

liome concerning different kinds of strength and | Teacker. Praise ye the Lord,

courage. Physical, with its various expressions, | Class. Praise God in his sanctuary,

always of interest to the children, who boast of | 7. Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
their strength and of what they can do. There  King.

is the moral strength, when older children, have | €. Let everything that hath breath praise the
the power of choice and the strength of a cour- | Lord.

ageous spirit, which hears the voice and obeys | SiNaiNG. No. 265, New Canadian Hymnal.
gladly, going wherever he calls, just as Elijah | Zeacker. The Lord is nigh unto all them that
went away from the mountain when it was time | call upon him,

for him to do his next work, which was to anoint Class. To all that call upon him in truth,

the king, CONCERT RECITATION,

FOR TUE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

“ Take the task he gives you gladly, A4 1Ry ory e bathwe thoe vow,
Let his work your ple 0 do not our suit disdain ;
Answer quickly when he ealleth, Shall we seek thee, Lord, in

* Here am I, send me, send me,

sure he

ain ?’
[PRAYER by teacher, closing with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert ]
tacher. Why should we give to the Lord ¢
Whisper Songs for July, Class. (In concert.)
‘e give thee but thine own,
te’er the gift may be;
t we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee,”

———eeeny

FIRST LESSON,

My heart within a kingdom is,
Where God is King alone ;

He will not let another love T. Blessed is he that considereth the poor.
Set up another throne, C. The Lord will deliver him in time of
trouble,
SECOND LESSO. Offerings received, followed by consecration

prayer,
Birtupay Orreing,
SUPPLEMENTAL L
Rest Exerci
I will raise my right hand,
Upon both feet I will stand j
THIRD LESSON, I will turn quite around

Without making a sound,
God is not far away from me ; Then raise left hand—so,

He answees when I pray ; And twinkle fingers slow ;
Tie knows the very thoughts I think ; Both hands out I hold,

Then arms I will fold,
He hears the words I say, And quietly hear

What says teacher dear

God is my Father, though hereigns
A King in heaven above ;

Ho gives to me my daily bread,
He gives me truth and love,

FOURTH LESSON, LessoN Tavenr,
P Bb Leas
God knows when I am sick or sal; Ecuo Praver, _ -
Tle knows when I rejoice ; Last words with the children, distribution £
And if I listen in my heart, papers, ete,
1 hear his gentle voice, CLosiNG CONCERT PRAYER,

‘“Baviour, who thy flock art feeding
With the shepheérd’s kindest care,

All the feeble gently leading,

When sin comes knocking at my door While the lambs thy bosom share ;
God stands beside me there, Now these little ones receiving,

y Fold them in thy gracious arm £
And sin can never enter while There we know, thy word belie ing,
I trust his love and care, Only there, secure from harm,”

FIFTH LESSON,
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Lead Me Gently Home, Father,
WLT W. L. Troumrsoy

Solo |
—-;*r—\?‘;— N—o— 3
— ! e S e e =

L Lead we gent - ly home, Father, Lead me gent -ly home, When life’s toils  ar

2. Lead me gent - 1y Liome, Futher, Lead me gens-ly home, In  life’'s duk - est

= |
ik |
/ =
i s
end - ed, Andpart - ing days have come, Sin - no  more shall tempt e,
hours, Fa - ther, When life’s troubles come, Keep my  feet from wand ting,
e i o D o B
4 | iz -
———]

Ne'er from thee I'll roam, If thou'll on - ly lead me, Father, Lead me gently home,
Lest from thee I'll roam, Lest fall up - on ”‘t' wayside, Lead me gently home,
e % % 5

Lead me gent - ly home, Fa - ther, lead me
Lead me gent - ly  home, Fa  ther, Lead me gent - ly  home,
o |

N
v -
L' o » % o

|
i

Lest I fall up- on the way - side, Lead me gent - ly home,
Lead  me gent - ly, gent-ly home.
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The Old Testament
Vindicated as »
Christianity’s »
Foundation Stone

By o ot &
REV. G. C. WORKMAN, Ph.D,
SECOND EDITION

Cloth, 60 Cents, Net.

“A valiant service to Christianity, and a notable
contribution to apologeties.” ~REV. PrO¥, FAULK-
ner, of Drew Theologica! Seminary, New York.

““The book is a real message. . . . Itcannot
fail to exercise a lasting influence upon the reli-
glous thought of this country.”—The Globe.

“A better champion the Old Testament could
scarcely find in this country.”— The Montreal
Herald.

TWO NEW BOOKS
e s v e

The New Puritanism

Papers by Lyman Abbott, A. M. Brad-
ford, C. A. Berry, Geo. A. (ordon, Wash-
ington Giladden, W, J. Tucker. During
the Semi-Centennial celebration of Ply-
mouth Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1847-
1897.

With introduction by Rossiter W.
Raymond. Cloth, $1.25 net.

The Christian Pastor and
The Working Church

BY & s
WASHINGTON GLADDEN,
Cloth, $2.50, net.

The Gin Mill Primer

A Book of Easy Reading Les-
sons for Children of all Ages,
especially for Boys who have
Votes ot ot ot ot 2 2
BY.....
w. BENGOUGH,

With Numerous Ilustrations by the Author,

Paper, 25 Cents.
Perdozen, $2.00 ; per hundred, $15.00

‘It is cleverly written and clev ly illustrated, and
,mm of it may be profitably taken into some of our text.

hooks."— Canadian Churchman.

““May be used as a temperance campaign document, so
full is it of capital hits at the iniquity and folly of the
licensed liquor traffic,”—Onward,

** Written in a simple but pungent style, and illustrated
with Bengough's inimitable pencil."—London Advertiser,

his primer is evidently meant to be used in the
i (-um,mh{n, and will be effective if widely circu-
ated."—The Westminster.

The Old Testament its
Own Defence

Being a reply to “The Old Testament
Vindicated.” By Jos. S. Cook,
B.D., Ph.D. With introduction by
Rev. Principal Shaw, LL.D,
Paper, 25 cents,

The Greatest Name in
the World

By Rev. John W. MacCallum.
In white morocco paper covers, 40
cents.

A book for thoughtful, earnest people, strug-
gling with difficulties in their religious life,"—
Canadian Bookseller.
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Faces that Follow

BY MRS. E. M. MASON,
\uthor ¢

With numerous illusteations by J. W

BENGOUGH,

of “Things I Remember,’

The First Hundred Years

-
of Missions
BY REV. J, S. ROSS, D.D.

i Second edition, enlarged and brought

up to date, 94 pages,

Paper, 10cts., Postpaid.

" REV, Di. WITIRow writes: * It contains more infor
Cloth, $1.00, Postpaid. mation on missionary work of the last hundred year
than can be found elsewhere in the i

CONTENTS: The Parsonage—Mr. Oldtime —The result of very wide study and will be to a

Supreme Affection—A Timely Warning—The Iinerancy | Mission workers, speakers or writers

Horse— Nicodema — Brave Benjamin — Home — Parental ’ Rev. S 1. Ry \llli'-mlu\ Ii., writes

Mat ers - Impressions Mutual Confidences—Caste The | HEEHEE R ik MORDAIon

Aristocracy — Betrayed — Mismated — Some  Precious | he scattered broadeast among our people from on

Things - Restitution—Pledges - Fact, Not Faney the Dominion to the other

Life and Work of W. K.
Snider (6. T. R. Conductor)

Gold for the Kiondike

OR, GOD’S [MESSAGE |

/ 2V ] | 3
BY REV. D. W. SNIDER, TO THE MINERS o
With memorial tributes and two of the
Conductor’s sermons, “The Blessed In Seripture texts and verses for each day in
vitation ™ and **The Railway Sermon the month

iso, his popular lecture, ** Life

Rail.”
Paper, 25cts., Fostpaid.

on the

BY REV. THOS. MASON.

Paper, 10cts., Postpaid.

.
GF

Librarians, Attention

Our Sunday School L

ibrary stock is being added to almost

.('\'l‘l')' day, and new books from our own presses are being issued from

time to time.

Two new and popular books are now ready, viz.:

Wyndham’s Daughter
By ANNIE SWAN
Price, Cloth, $1.25.

ks in a Mirror

& & & By Pansy
Price, Cloth, 70 cts.

Now, instead of waiting until next fall or winter, would it not b«

better to order at once and have the new books on your shelve:

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Montreal: C. W. COATES.

TORONTO, ONT

S. F. HUESTIS.

Wesley Buildings,

Halifax:

-~
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