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Prime Minister and Premier.

RITING 1n the New _York Advertizer
Mr. Evan] Stauton vays: ‘‘About a
year ngo the Hoo. G. Bowles, M. P., asked
Mr. Balfourlif;he wonld "say, ror the in-
formation of the House, whether he was
aware of any officinl recognized by law as
a prime winister! The question excited
rours of laughter, but it was not answered
in parlinment '

Nobody ever asserted that the position of
prime winister was recogniz d in law, but
call it by whatever nuwe ,yon plerse the
position of the head of the government of
the day must be designated by some name.
S0 lutely w8 in 1782, under the Sbhelborue
admivisttation, there appear to have been
different gradstioos of power within the
cabinet. They were thus quaintly describ-
ed by Lord Shelburne himself. in converss-
tion with Jeremy Bentbam. First, the ca-
binet simply, iucludiag thoss who wwere
admitied tc that honorable board, but
without possessing substantial wuthority.
Next, the cabinet with the circuiation,
that is with the privilege of a key to the

cabinet boxes wherein the foreign despat
ches and other pupers are sent round for
the perusal of ministers; and, highest (f
all, the cabinet with Zthe circulation and
the Post Office, in other words the puwer
of ordering Jthe _letters of individuals
10 be opened at the Post Office, u right
which techuically belongs only to a secre-
tary of state, and would naturslly be lim-
ited to the personages of the . greatest
weight and influece in the administration.
And of the younger Pitt it was said that
at the cabinets during bis winistreis he
usea briefly to discuss with Dundas what
ever business they haa not previonsly set
tled together, then inform his colleagnes
of his decision and tell{themthey night go
« T be defective condition of the cabinet
dudring this period ba: been attributed
cliefly to the fact that as a general iule it
did vot 1ecogpize the supiemacy of anv
cowmon chief. The man with the strong-
est character would rule. It was not until
the accession to office of the "younger Pitt
in 1783 that the paramount authority of a
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‘:r_igo_ minister over his associates in a
government was unreservedly confessed.
Mr. (Stanton, whose article purports to
be historical and technical, which 1s re-
printed by so pruminent a Canadian paper
a8 tle Montreal Daily Witnees, is appar-
ently as well informed with regard to the
British system of government as the aver-
age American who does not write for the
press. He fails to make any distinction
between the prime minister of a monar:h
under prorogative, and a premier of a mo-
<dern cabinet. The one wes simply known
as the king's favorite, whose rise and fall
depended solely upon bis retaining the
good will of his royal master, while the
other is the cacknowledged head of a re-
sponsible administration whose tenore of
office mainly depends upon his ability to
command parliamentary support. The
king's prime minister was a person hate-
ful to the English people. One of the
greetest prime ministers England ever pos-
sessed, Sir Robert Walpole, at one time re-
sented the title of prime miuister as an
imputation, and yet, it was in his person
that as leader of the House of Cowmons
he asserted the authority of parliament
against the king. He was the first priwe
mivister who sat Jin the Housa of Com-
mons. In 1741 when the king was asked
by the House of Lords to dismiss Sir Ro-
bert Walpole. a protest was sigued? by 81
Peers who «Zclared their *‘conviction that
a sole, or even a chief minister 18 an offi-
cer unknown to the law of Britain, incon-
sistent with the constitnt,on of this coun-
try, and destructive of ti e Jliberty of any
government whatsoever'’, so the fact that
a first minister is not recognized by law
was asserted inthe Journals of the Houseof
Lords over 160 years ago. It was under
Pitt, about 1783, that the constitutionsal re-
lation between the sovereign and his min-
isters underwent a change, and began gra-
dually to assome their present  aspect.
oince then, by an easy gradation, the per-
sonl aathority of the sovereign receded,
and was replaced by the supremacy of the
premier. Before the c¢lose of the reign of
George II1. this was taken as an accepted
maxiw. After he left office Mr. Pitt dwelg
apon the “‘absolute necessity there is in
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the conduct of the affairs of othe couutry,

that there should be an avowed and real
minister Ppossessing the chief seat in the
council, and the principal place in the con
fidence of the king. In that respect there
can be no Jrivalry or division of power.
That power must rest in the person gene-
rally called the first .minister, and that
winister ought to be the per:on at the
head of the finances.’’ Under our system
of government, whenlwe say that the
office of prime mini:ter, or premier, is
not recognized by law it is a mere quib-
ble, for the constitutional law of England
is not written, and men like Pitt, Peel,
Palmerston, Gray, Russell, and Glad-
stone were jthe mcn who laid down the
law, and the mere fact that the Consolid-
ated Statutes make no reference to this
positicn of jpremier cuts no tigare. The
fact that it was once remarked in the
British House of Parliament, as Jate o8
1806, that the constitution ‘‘abhors the
idea of a prime minister,”’ and the further
fact that Lord Lansdowne observed that
‘‘nothing.conld be more wischievous or
anconstitutional than to recognize in an
act of parliament the existence of such an
office’’, make no difference either. Legal-
Iy and constitutionally one pirvy council-
lor bas no superio-ity over another,

The fact is that the premier or the first
minister, or the prims minister, as he ig
indifferently called, iz the cowmander-in-
chief of the party in power. He alone can
give authoritative expression to its views
and aims. He disciplines or keeps out
heterodox or refractory members of the
party. He must, if he can, reconcile all
differences, and keep his party in cour-
age, unity, and content. He js not only
the adviser of the crown, but he has a ge-
neral supervizion of all the departments of
government Having a predominant voice
in council, he must thoronghly understand
the subject under deliberation. As leader
of the House of Commcns, he is respons-
ible for the conduct of pablic business,
He reccives most delegations, aid looks
into all grievances He must have a tho-

rough knowledge of ~onstitutionaland par-
liamentary law,and of political history, He
powers of debate and

must bave unusual
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perscasion, a ready tact and insight into
the characters and motives of men. In
fact, the prime minister guverns the state,
and this was true of J8ir Robert Walpole,
who for 20 years governed England, and of
Pitt, who governed it for nearly the same
period. For nearly 80 years Sir John
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Macdonald governed Canada, and for
nearly 10 years Sir Wilfrid Laorier bas
governed.

Here, in the pereon of the prime minis-
ter, unrecognized by written law, lies the
main spring of our Jpolitical institution.

TOM L. JOHNSTON
The Cleveland, Obio, magnate_who was onze in the presidential race.
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Addre:

HE Peace Conference between repre-

sentatives of Japan and Russia which

apenel at Portsmouth, N, H., Aug. 4, ig
still in session withoue tinal 18snlts,

THH Manitoba Free Pres. has issued an

auncuncement stating that its circula-
tion is now over 30,000 This is a growth
in a year and a half of 10,90 copies 1t
is indicative of the growth or Jwestern Ca
uada, particularly Winnipeg, wh eh has
doubled ip population since tne census was
taken five years ago. It is now the third
largest city in Canada, depriving Ottawa
of that position. The Manitoba Free Press
bas been a distinet boon to the people of
the West for a quarter of a cenutryland the
history of that immense counrty is very
well reflectel in the Sles of the paper. At
present a serivs of very interesting histori
cnl articvles me being printed every Satur-
day by the I'ree Fross from the pen of Pio-
fessor George Bryce, the aurhor of the his-
tory of the ndventurers of the Hudson Bay
Company. The articles are entitled A His-
tory of Winnipeg, but (1 cour o the history
of Winnipeg is practieally the history of
Manitobn.  Taken all round the Maunitoba
Free Press iy probably the best daily rews
paper in the Donminion of Canada, and
certainly covers a wider field than any
other daily.

THH Ottawa post office was burned Jan.

4. V4. The Pabli» Works Depart-
ment of the Dominion Government nnder-
took to rebuild it.  The public have been
shifted from oue [aee to another and have
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been waiting with “great patience for the
completion of the building, bat after a
lapse of eighteon morths tue department
seems to have only gotten its secopd wind,
and the present outlook is that pos-ibly by
January 1966, the work mey he completed
although the ! present generation  have
nearly given up all hopes ot ever seeing
the finish,

¢¢"T'HE WHITE ELEPHANT" is the

title of a booklet by Cy Warman,
published by the Canada Pablishing Co
of Montreal. Mr. Warman s books, such
as “'The Story of w Railroad'’, “Tales of
an Engineer’’, and so forth, have all been
about railways, and ““The White Eia-
phant’’ as statel in the preface is, *‘to
give the views of one who has studied the
important question of goverument owner
ship or operation of railwnys,’ The pam-
phlet begins by describing the government
railway in Prince Edward I-land. The
anthor seems to be fully convinced **of 1he
evil inflaence of givernment interference
with railways.’" 1In the conrse of his ar-
kument Mr. Warman devotes rome con-
siderable space to a®defence of lund grants
to railways in Canada. He is wasting
his time, for no person in Canada can be
found .10 advocate a policy of land grants.
His rewarks on government ownership in
Cauada are not made in any serious mood
and contiibntes nuithing whaever of value
to the subject. The second part of the
pamphlet is entitled “Sufety on American
Railronds.”” It seems to be an atack on
the Interstate Commerce Commission, Af-
ter one has perused the pawphlet, which
is very neatly printed aud encloed in an
illuminated cover, von can readily believe
his statemeat that no person asked him to
write it,

ROM the report of the Dominion Su-
perictendent of Forestry, as quo‘ed in
the Canadian Fores vy Journal:—

"*“The protction of onr nutaral forests is
A matter of suprewe importance to the
whole country, and that has almost
been neglected in the past. The spectacle

one

witnessed by the truveller passing throngh
our unsettled forest conntry is sad indeed.
On every haud heZheliolds the charred re-
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mains of the old time forest, He sees this
% he journeys through ‘Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, the North-
west Territo .es, and, sad to say, this de-
struction is not least it not greatest in the
giant woods of the Pacific slope. Every-
where this destraction of public property
is before his eyes,and Lit is humiliating to
confess, as we must do, that the fires
which caused this great loss were not
only permitted, but™in some cases caus-
ed by our own people."’

HE editor of La Revue's scientific sec-

tion, Dr. .. Caze, has a paragraph on
‘‘Alcobolism and Hypnotism.’' The dis-
ease of drunkenness he declares, is now
being treated oy hypnotism in Russia
The well known French doctor, Legrain,
has made this practice the subject of an
interesting communication to the French
Society of Hypnology and Psychology. The
Russian Government, he dcelares, has es-
tablished dispensaries in a number, of the
cities, among them St Petersbuig, Mos-

cow, Kiev, Saratof, and Astrakban, in
which incurable drunkards by the hundred
are treated by this hypnotic method. Li-
quor is kept from them during the cure,
and [they are informed thai they do not
want to drink rny mor. . Thaey ara fol-
lowed for some time by the care of the
doctors, and the treatment is said to have
already had very happy results.

N tne latest instalment of the life of
Pope Pius X, vhich is pow appearing
in the Revue de Paris we are informed
that the Pontiff's early life seems to have
been altogether full of hardships, which
have left an impression on his features
and his mode of life;: and he has bad the
good taste to preserve the simplicity of Lis
youth aryid all the pontifical ceremoaial
which his present position of dignity im-
poses.  Having been severe to_himse!f he
does not hestinte to be exacting toward
others in the serivee of the Church: he
does not permit resistance or temporiz-
ing

The Discouraged Author.




Canada’s Customs Tariff.

I‘HE main topie in Canada, politicslly,

for the next nine months or more will
undoubtedly be the tariff. The sogcalled
commission, but which is really a commit-
tee of the cabinet, will likely begin its la-
bors in less than a month from now, and
frow that on, until the day the Budget is
brought down in the House of Comm sns,
the affairs of the business of the country
will probably absorb almost entirely the
attention of those comwposing jthe commis-
sion. Mr. Fielding and Mr. Patterson
will, of course be the leading members of
the board of enquiry, while Mr, Br.dear
the minister of inland revenue, will prob-
ably be a third. Whether any person from
the West will be one of the students of the
revigion or not we are unable to say, but it
would appear to be desirable that some
western man should take part in the en-
quiry.

This revision of the tariff will be of pe-
culiar intcvest to the s*udents of econo-
mics, for the reason that in Canada, at all
events, for the first time it will be a purely
business revision, based upon parely busi-
ness considerations, and with the sole ob-
ject of making the tariff conform to busi-
ness conditions as far us the requirements
of revenue will permit, +The customs tar-
iff came into the politics of this country to
a degree in 1876 and 1877, and in 1879 a
tariff was made to protect the manufac-
tarers, and was, by the wav, to protect
everybody else, including the farmers, bat
the farmers found out that they could not
be proteeted and it was theiijouteryagainst
the diserimination which enaoled the Lib-
eral party to carry.on a successfal war
againkt the tarif first tramed 1n 1879, It
was the chief struggling ground between
the two nolitical parties during all the

years the Conservative party was in power,
After 1896 and when the Liberals had the
authority to revise the tariff which they
exercised in 1897, they approached the task
at least with the knowledge of the difficul-
ties surrounding the whole sabject, but
with something of a bias perhaps, against
the protected manufacturer. Now, nearly
ten vears later, another revision is to be
made by the Liberal government, and the
subject will be approached without the
biss, with enlarged experience, and with
the sole desire to do what is best for all
parties,

What tbe government is liable to go up
againet is the tendency of agitators to
take advantage of any tariff legislation te
create grievances in the minds ef the
people of the West. The bulk of the
people of the West ars young, active men,
and among them are a safficeint number of
ardent spirits to seize every opportunity to
inflame sectional prejudices and to lead
the people to believe that the iron heel of
the capitalist iu the East is grinding them
in the lust. 'They will be able to point to
three different resolutions adopted at re-
presentative meetings of the Liberal party.

First, at the great convention in 1893
beld in Ottawa, the Liberal platfrrm de-
clared that the customs tariff sbould be
based upon the requirements’of the public
service, and in another place in the same
resolution the demand was made that the
tariff should be .reduced to the newds of
honest, econoical, and efficient govern-
ment, that it should be so adjusted as to
make free, or bear as lightly as possible on.
the necessaries of life, aud should be so
arranged as to promote freer trade with
the whole world, more particularly with
Ureat ‘Britain and the United States.




Further 2»n the resolution declared that
‘‘we denounce the principle of protection
as radically uneound and unfair to the
masses of the people.’’

Second, the Liberal party in convention
assembled in Manitoba in December, 1901,
passed a resolution as follows:

''This Convention feels confident that,
with due consideration, for the varied pro-
@nctive indnstries of the country, the
Government, in so far as the just de-
mands upon the revenue willgpermit, will
continue to apply the princi e of placing
taxation upon the basis of Revenue Tar-
iff, baving special reglra to the develop-
ment of the great agricultural resources
of Western Canada, eeping io view the
fact that lnmber, woollen goods, agricul-
taral implements and “conl oil are articles
of prime necessity,to the Western farmer.’’

Third, the platform of the Liberal party
in Manitota adopted in council March 25,
1908, as set forth in Magurn’s Parliament-
ary Guide for 1903 on page 403, contained
the following declaration with respect to
the tariff:—

‘‘The Liberal party in this Prov.nce is
strongly in favor of the lowest possiole
turiff on imports and condemns the utter-
ances of the present Premier favori ng a re-
geul of the British Preference, and a tariff
ased upon that of the United States, and
ro-affirms the’principles laid down on this
question at the Liberal Convention in De-
cember, 1901.""

It is safe therefore, to anticipate that no
revision of the tariff can possibly be made
in Ottawa with any regard to the business
conditions of the Dominion that will meet
with the full approval of the people west
of Lake Superior. It only goes to show
what a difficalt country this is to govern,
and bears in npon us the ifact that the ju-
risdiction of Ottawa cuvers en immense
area diversified in climate, in soil, and
in natural resources. There is one encou-
raging factor in the question and that is
the confidence reposed in Mr. Fielding
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We might be permitted to make a sagges-
tion to the Governwent and especially to-
the Minister of Customs to the effect that
the customn tariff should be administered
as it is passed by parliament and not as it
is interpreted by certain officials of the de-
partment. In practice the interpretation,
however wrong it may be, is the law and
from it there is no appeal. These decisions
often work grosslinjustice to importrs and
it sarely can not be the intention of parlia-
ment that a plainly defined item in the tar-
iff should be discarded Tand another sub-
stitated for it. To givelan example. Cop-
per in sheets or plates, notZpolished, plan-
ished, or coated, parliament made free of
duty. Copper sheets planished or polished,
parliament snbjected to a duty of 30 p.c..
The idea of parliament and of the Govern-
ment in making copper sheets or plates
first mentioned free was,as the item plainly
shows, to allow§ of its being made up
and manufactured into induostrial prodocts
by Canadian workmen and artisans A
firm in Ottawa is constantly im-orting
ground copper sheets, which are neither
polished nor planished, and are using them
as the raw material with, which Canadian
artisans are engaged in producing an in-
dustrial proauct by means of skilled labor
and modern machinery, This was 1aexd 80
p-¢. A member of the firm went to the De-
partment on Parliament Hill and asked
for an explanation from the Commissioner
of Custows, who called in one of the offi-
cials and the offiial cooly informed the
importer that these ground copper sheets
had been classified by. the officials of the
Department as planished or !polished. For
years, therefore, this firm and it is to be
presamed similar firms in different citiesof
Cacada, have been taxed on their raw, ma,
terial the enormous. sum of thirty. dollars
on every hundred dolllars, and this clearly

and Mr. P by the busi com-
munity of Cavada and in fact the whole
Laurier administration has such a good
record wih regard to all those questi

gainst the i ion of Parli t, clear-
Iylagainst the law, and clearly against
public policy. Outrages such as these are
not inf! and, if we have no other

affecting the business of the country that
there is [a general feeling of confidence
that whatever they do will be better done
than it would have been by any other
hands.

recourse, we can at least denounce a -
tem of tyranny, for it is nothin :E,
which trans items in the tariff, frus-
trating the policySof Parliament and overs
turning the intention of the Government
which framed the law.

{
|
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I
|
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The Dotwnpour of Fiction.

T is difficutt if not impossible to @iscern
with any clearness of outlire the domi-
nant movements—if movemeuts there be—
in contemporary fiction. Yet the literary
historian of the future must nece. sarily in
self defeace, be forcedto clmasify i1 some
way the enormous mass of borks which at
a glance seems quite heterogenous, We
need not, however, let the difficulties of
that hypothetical gentleman oppress us,
The Elizabethan knew : nothing of the
“‘Tragedy of Blood,"’ or of theZ ‘‘Roman-
tic Comedy;"" we know nothing of the
“*American Problem Novel,"' the ‘‘Ste-
vensonian Romance, ' the ‘‘Novel of the
Wild;"" or, at least, we are only vaguely
vomscious of such classes or groups;. The
literary historian ot the twenty-frst cen-
tury will see these movements quite clear-
ly, and others that do not even suggest
themselves to us. Tne satiric imagination,
indeed, may evenldelight itself with the
vision of future post graduate students
writing doctorial dissertations on ‘Ameri-
can Novels of the Anthony Hope Type
from 1890 to 1910,"" or with the supersub-
tle specializaton tio which the academic
mind tends, or "Kiplingesque Short
Stories by Natives of Indiana in the First
Quarter of the Twentieth Century. "
“Bat if we wonld view the fiction of onr
own time objectively enough if we could

assame toward it the justice and stern
attitude of future critics, how mnch more
fruitful and bow mucn less painfnl®a mask
would the critizism of books become At
present we pick up a volume—one here,
one there—and produce the desired quan-
tity of ‘‘copy.”’ in literature alone counld
such a nerveless method of procedure be
tolerated. But suppose the reviewer said
to himeself: ‘I buve here a novel beiong -
ing to the American problem- aovel type;
variety ‘Negro-Problew.’ Hence, the main
theme of the book is specific, temporary,
geographical. Does it contain enough of
the eternal, of Zvital, huwan things, their
tears or laughter, to outweigh its more im-

mediate and merely hemeral appeal.
No: then it need not “e noticed.”’ Vain
dream! Review or 'k in a hondred?

And how, if yon o, is the reviewer to
live, and shall the seventh-rate novelist
be forsaken and his children beg bread?
No doubt. Let us encourage the produc-
tion of fiction as heretofore. Let it in
crease in more than geometrical ratio, as
it has done within the last half centary,
Let us read and review until onr mental
fibre is completely relaxed and onr very
power of critical rectitude is lost. Then
shall we real and review without twinges
of conscience and be contented




Imperial Defence.

Fpeech by Field Marshal Earl Roberts, K.G.

‘House of Lords 10th July, 1905.

N the motion by the Earl of Weymss

**That, in the opinion of the House it
would be a ¢anger to the realm and hmit
the power of] the Navy as an offensive
force in war to trnst to it alone for bome
«efence, and, inasmuch as it is admitted
that the Navy cannot guarantee us
against so called bostile ‘raids’ it is the
moura needful that our land defences
should at all tiwes be such that no na-
tion would ever attempt in any form a
hostile landing on our shores.’’ which was
carried unanimously.

I do not propose [to discuss directly the
question brought ferward by the noble
Earl, but rather to show-—whether inva-
sions or of raids on Jthis country are pos-
sible or not— it is essential that we should
possess armed forces, fit in all respects not
only to protect our own country, but our
large possessions abroad.

During the last few sessious the subjects
of Army reform and Army administration
has received a good deal of attention in
your lordships’ House, in the House of
Commons, ana in the Pablic Press, but,
80 far as I can remember, no allasion has
been made, except by_the Prime Minister
in his speech of the 11th May last, as to
the scope of the demunds which the Jarm-
ed forces of this country must be prepared
to meet, and how they can best be organ -
1zed 50 a8 to ensure suceéss when called
upon o respord-to those demands. .

My lords, we may reform the Army to
the end of time ,and the system of Army

administration may be changed as often as
the Governwent of the day may see fit to
change it, and yet be no nearer than we
are at preseat tuthe solution of our diffi-
culties as regnrds having the kind of Army
we require fur our pecaliar needs and re-
spensibilities. That solotion, my lords,
must depend upon a correct, authoritative,
and generally accepted definition of our
military requirements both at home and
abroad. For, after all, my lords, is not
that the initial problem which we have
to solve? We must take into considera-
tion, not only the protection of these is-
lands, buts the pro‘ection of the vast com-
mercial interests of our widely scattered
Empire, upon which the very existence of
the United Kingdom depends. I much
doubt, my lords, whether the public gene-
rally have ever considered the subject in
this light or have ever realized what the
armed forces of this country will bave to
do should war break _out, and, therefore,
they have never thought it incambent up-
on them to satisfy themeelves that these
forces are in every respect capable ol car-
rying out any duties they may be called
upon to perform.

Five years ago mvy lords, the great fact
that the life and prosperity of these is-
lands are bonnd fup in the existence of
what is now known as the King's ‘‘do-
minions beyond the seas’’ was forcibly
brought howe to the . British public. For
the moment: they realized this fact, and,
unprepared as they were for any such ser-
vice, they sprang patriotically to the call
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made upon “them . But, my ‘lords, five
years have passed since then, and other

bj bave engaged the or the
nation; the lessons of South Africa have
been forgotten, and I have no hesitation
in stating that our armed forces,as a body
re as absolutely unf tted .and unprepared
for war as they were in 1899-1900,

The public still appear to restrict their
ideas of precaution to the defence jof the
shores of thig country. They lose sight of
the lact that Hig Majesty’s Jdominions are
no longer a Kingdom but an Empire—the
greatest Empire the world has ever seen—
and that if we intend to maintain the in-
tegrity of sthis great Empire (which, nmy
lords, means the prosperity of (ireat Bri-
tain), we muost accept the burden which
the responsibilities of suich o charge en-
tails,

So far as I can judge, my lords, these
Are matters in which the public think
they have no concern,

They are much troubied with the small-
er details of home defence, forgetful of
the larger issnes which mean so much to
them, and which may, and probably will
require our being prepared as a Contin-
ental nation to defend our Possessions in
the East, but to take an important part in
affairs nearer home, either or both of which
would necessitate onr being able to place
in the field an Army as large and as effi.
cient as any that might be brought against
us. If, my loras, my appreciation of the
state of affairs iy correct, of what avail is
a discussion within the narrow limits of
the motion brought forward by the noble
Earl?

The aquestion with which we have to
deal is one of infinitely greater import.
ance; it may, indeed, be one of life or
death to thislconntry, and it cannot, there-
fore, be left o be settled by some im-
promptu acticn when the time arises. We
must calmly consider the dangers with
which we may be confronted, and we must
do all in our power by timely preparations
to ensure our-veing able to Cope saccess-
fally with Zthese dangers whenever or
wherever they may occar. The mere fact,

+4,

my loras, of doing this would surely put a
8top to the annual discussione on the Army
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esfimates being conducted in what I may
be permitted to describe as a somewhat
parochial spirit, and would enable us to
arrive wt some definite decision as to the
strength of the regular Army both for
Peace and war; also, my lords—a matter
of supreme importance—as to the part to

be taken by the Auxiliary Forces, not
only in the defene of these islands. buy
in the defence of the Empire. This

would, moreover, my lords, have the 1n-
estimable benefit of giving a certainty to
Army life, and would obviate that feel.
ing of restlessness which now permeates
all rauks, and which is 80 detrimental to
the efficiency and to the best interests of
the service, What we have to Jaim at, my
lords, is to get the people of this country
to ideatify themws :lves with the Army, and
to take an intelligent interest in what the
Army may have to do, The peoples of
other countries are identified with their
Armies, from the fact that every man has
borne his share of military duttes, and for
the best years of his life is liable to be re-
called to the colors. With us, I grieve to
say, it ie very different—the Army is look-
ed apon as something quite outside the
nuational life,. No thought is bestowed
by the civil population on the means av-
ailable for the traicing of the troops; not
only so, but the law is often Sinvoked to
protect the rights of individuals against
the requirements of military training,

Modern war my lords, is not & matter of
brate force, as it was more cr less theJcase
in formerJdays. . Both officers and men
now need to be most carefully trained.
The officers must be given every opportun-
ity of edacating themselves to uccept re-
spunsibility, and to carry out the arduous
duties, either as Staff Officers or Command-
ors, upon which success in the field main-
ly depends; the men must be given the
means to practise shooting, so as to be
able to use their rifles with precision and.
confidence when required to do so.

Bar, my lords, I wonld ask you how is
it possibly for these esentials to be obtain-
ed when manceuvring jareas are so seldom,
available, and when, year after year,funds,
necessary for manceuvres Jare cavilled_at,
and either considerably reduced or eni




altogether; when even ordisary training

g are only obtained with the great-
est difficalty; where ranges are few and
far between, and where people object to
the presence of troops in their immediate
neighborhood—one class becaase the noise
of firing may disturb their game, another
class because of an unreasonable fear that
soldiers may create disturbance; a fear
entirely due to their ignorance of military
life, and which has been entirelydispelled,
I rejoice to think, in those places which
have had soldiers amongst them during
maneavres,

I am not exaggsrating mylords; these
very excuses have been made to me as
reasons why manceuvres should not be
held, or gun or rifle ranges established in
this or that particularllocality. And yet,
my lords, it is this Army, reduced to a
minimum in numbers, trained in a most
inadeqnate manner, with far too little
wusketry practice and without the auxil.
iary forces so organized as to form & suffi-
cient and efficient reserve—a reserve,
my lords, which can never be provided
by the r.gular troops, by reasons of the
conditions of our service; it is this Army
I say, my lords, which the nation expects
to perform the most trying ana difficult
service in foreign countries withont ever a
mistake, and which is Jcondemned when &
disaster occurs, conseqaent on its want of
training. [I¢ is this Army which is expect-
ed tu nphold the honour of the country
against whatever odds may be opposed to
it.

When war breaks out there isa sudd

ar

cers and men labor I think it is nothing
short of marvellons that His Majesty's
trops should so often and so successfully
have performed the severe and onerous
daties which have from time to time been
required of them in various parts of the
world. But surely, my lords, such a bap-
hazard stute of affairs shoald no longer be
allowed 1o continue. Will Jour fellows
countrymen never realize the very grave
risks we run—courting disaster, in fact—
in atempting to maintain our position in
the world under such eminently inade-
quate conditions as now exist, and when
all the nations in Europe are so many pa-
tions in arms?

How can we expect to protect our own
interests and keep our Empire intact un-
less the whole nation rises to the occasion
by either bearing their share in the de-
fence of the Empire or by enabling Sthose
to whom they deleg this, ible
duty to becume in all respects efficient for
the work? I offer these remarks, my lord
becaase I feel that I should *be failing in
my duty to the nation were I to keep silent
on a subject which is of such supreme im-
portance to its futare prosperity, indeed, I
may say to its existence as a first class
Power.

I huve long wished for an opportunity of
stating to my fellow countrymen what I
believed to be the true state of our armed
forces, and what I believe to be in store
for them unless they bestir themselves to
remedy our great shortcomings.

I have no intention, my lords, of blam-
ing the p Gover t, for having

change of feeling towards the soldier. Too
much cannot then be done fcr him; money
is freely spent ia providing him with com-
forts, on the sick and wounded, and in
looking after the women and? caildren;
and I am sure that every soldier was most
grateful for all that was dene in this way
during the war in South Afcica. But, my
lords, should patriotism end here? This
évanescent enthusiasm does not entail Jany
self sacrifice, and it passes off as soon £
war is over and the danger Jhas disap-
peared

When we consider, my lords, the griev-
ous disadvantages under which our offi-

failed to realize the military requirements
of the British Empire. For, my lords, is
not every Government inspired and actuat-
ed by the national sentiment? And if that
sentiment is apathic or merely critical,
how can we expect a (dovernment to take
any decided Jaction towards national im-
provement.

It is to the people of the country, my
lords, I appeal to take up the question of
the Army in a sensible, practical manner.
For the sake of all they hold dear let them
bring home to themsevles what would be
the position of Great Britain if it were to-
lose its wealth, its power, its position
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I would ask them not to permit the Army
%0 be the shuttlecock of party politics, or
its organization to be depend on fin-
ancial theories. The people of this coun-
try shouid return no member to Parliament
upon whom they cannot depend to make a
study of the services the armed forces may
bave to perform,*Zand to consider in a
broad and liberal 8pirit under what sys-
tem ot organization those duties can most
effectually be carried out,

My lords, we do not require a large
standing Army, It jg comparatively easy
to come 1o a .satisfactory, conclusion as to
what the constitution and strength of that
Army sould be. It must continue to be
constituted on the voluuteer system, be-
cause one half i« always abroad while
the other half is Preparing to go abroad,
and thers are certain fixed quantities
by which itg strength must be guided—as,
for instance, the number of men required

to garrison India, South Africa, Malta,
Gibraltar, ete,, and in, addition, the
~ RS e In el L AR
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nomber of wmen required each year as
drafts to keep the several units abroad up
to the established strength.

Behind this standing Army there must
be a Reserve large enough to mobilise all
the regular troops, and to expand the
Army to, and maintain it at, such a size
as] circumstances may require. It is this
Reserve, my lords, to which attention
must be chiefly paid. The regular troope,
a8 I have already explained, can only Lpro-
vide a very limited portion of the Reserve,
the main body of *which must be formed
by the Auxiliary Forces and by the man-
hood of the country .

It is for the peoplu of this country, my
lords, to decide how this Reserve is to be
brought about, whether by conscription or
Some parctical syst:m of universal train-
ing. For in no other way is it possible for
(Great Britan to Possess an Army so organ-
ized and trained in peace time as to be
8qual to the probable demands of the Em-
pire in war,

\

HON. W. 8. FIELDING

One of the leacing members of the forthcoming Tariff Commission




Will Hungary Follotw the E.x-
ample of Norway .

ANIC, crime, and disaffection are said

to be contagious, and rebellion some-
times sweeps over a continent like - prairie
fire. The question is being discussed 1n
the European yre s » hether Francis Joseph
is to share the fate of Oscar, and Hangary
is to secede frcm the Austrian Empire. At
vresent the Huungarian prl amnt is exhib-
iting what the newspupers call * passive
resistance.”’ The aim of the Emperor's
comwand,by iwperinl rescript, to Baron

Frar.cis von Kossath.

Fejervary to form a ministry has so far
been checkwated by the House of Repre
sentutives, and Count Albert Apponyi
speaks somewhat contemptuously of what
he styles the ‘‘Fejervary Episode.’' Iu
his own words:

**All considerations point to one unavoid-
able conclurion, namely, that the ‘Fejer-
vary Episode’ nst come to a quick eud,
before it entails & consitutional conflict,

acute and irreparable. During the short
time that this episode has lasted, matters
have grown much more serions; it is true
that before the spectie of despotic usurpa-
tion men have shown no terror, but their
hearts have become embittered. Away,
then, with this iutile and needless cause
of provocation.Jand let the ground be clear-
ed for the erection of A government with
A programme representing the wishes of
the present majority.'’

Baron Ge:a von Fejervary

Francis Joseph has acted with more un-
comprowising decision than Oscar of Swe-
den did; but according to Count Apponyi,
ha is tempting Providence, and endunger-
ing the throne of Jthe Hapsbarge. *‘Even
in Vienna,* says the correspondent of the
London Standard.  ‘*his action was con-
sidered ill advised, more especially at the
present time when the exnmple of Nor
way mnay iucite the Hungarians to further
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©fforts in the direction nf ind dence.
The reference to Norway is obvious and
matoral, and according sto Francis von
Kossuth: —

"'King and nation have stiffened them-
selves to muatual opposition, and it is to be
feared that the constitution may be sacri-
ficed in the struggle, iz which theKing of
Hungary seems to forget that kings are
wade for nations and not nations for
kings; for there are no kings without a
kingdom, but plenty of kingdoms without
kings."’

The last words undoubtedly show that
Norway was in the mind of the writer,
who concludes by saying: ‘“‘The Hun-
garian nation is like the Old Gnard at
Waterloo, They will die, but never sar-
render.’’

On the other hand Count Apponyi, in
the London Standard, scouts the idea of a
separation. Hungarians form nearly balf
of the population of the Austrian Empire,
and Austria wonld fightorather *han let
them go. But they do not wish to go.
He says'—

*'Do not tie 'demands of Hungary in
themselves portend a downfull—the disso-
lution of the dual monarchy? That is
what others would have the world be-
lieve. . . As a mater of fact thee is not a
wordZof truth in all that; we seek not
separation,but agreement,a definite agree-

ment, unhampered by the quibbles which
have for centuries embittered our rela-
tions with Aus'ria.'

————e e

SEASIDE EXCURSIONS—LOW RATES
TO FAMOUS WATERING PLACES,

The seashore with its refreshing and in-
vigoratiog salt breezes hus unbounded
charms for those who aro Oppressed with
the summer heat of inland cities, so the
Announcement of the Intercolonial Rail-
way io another column should be readwith
especial interest at this particular time,
The Seaside Excursions advertised by the
LC.R. from Montreal tothe various points
of tue Lower St. Lawrence, to the shores
of Northumberland Strait, the Bay of
Fundy, and the Atlantic coast afford a
splendid opportunity of leaving the Cana
dian Metropolis for a vacation at astonish
ing low rates. And by the splendid through
trains, the ‘‘Maritime Express'’ and the
*‘Ocean Limited"’ leaving Montreal at
12.00 o'clock and at 19.80 o'clock, a fast
and luxarious journey is assured, the ex-
cellence of their diniug and sleeping car
accommodation being unequalled on the
continent

Ya %a %




ThHe Crops in Ontario.

THE Auguste Crop Bulletin, about ty

be issted by the OntarioIDepariment
of Agriculture, will ccntain the following
regarding “conditions on the 1st of the
month, :

FALL WHEAT—The barvesting of this
crop was begun rather later than usual in
most eections, but the weather was favor-
able for cutting, and with the fmproved
inachinery now in use many had completed
the work, and some had even threshed, be-
fore the 1st of August. The crop will be
& big one as regards the yield per acre,
more especially in the Lake Erie connties.
Most of the fall wheat stood up well, and
there was not so0 mnch ‘lodging'’ as s
usual in the case of a heavy erp. A num.
ber of correspondents speak of ‘rust, but in
almost every case it was described as being
very slight. Some complain of the grain
a8 being somewhat shrankeu, while others
spenk of it as being plump; 1t may be
generally clussitied as a fair sawple,) Chree
or fcur correspondents meution injury
from eitber midge or joint worm, but all
are silent as to the preserc: of the Hessian
fty, whicch for he previous four years had
been devestating our wheat fields. In
short 1005 may be classed s one of Op-
tario’s best fall wheat ye: rs.

SPRING WHEAT-—Comparatively little
soring wheat is now grown in the western
balf of the Province aud in the eastern
half the crop appears also to be decrensing
in popularity. Thetields were yet green as
correspondents reported, but catting was
expected to be general during the week be-
ginning August the 14th  The crop is de-
scribed as being fnll in the head, with good
straw, and promises more than an average
yield. Odd mention only is made of rust.

BARLEY—This gruin, like the other ce-
reals, will go considerably over the aver-
#ge in yield per acre. The condition of
the crop is variable, some correspondents
speakiog of mach injury frem rain and
lodging, while others describes it as being

first class both in point of yield and qual-
ity. However, most of the batley raised
in Ontario is nw fed to live stock on the
firm, aod the matter of discoloration of
the grain is not so fmportant ss it wus
Bome years ugo when the bulk of the crop
was taised for malting. While some were
sturting to cut about the 1st ef August,
most of the crop was more likely to be
harvested about the middle of the month,
Several correspondents speak of barley and
oats belng sown together as a popular feed
mixture.

OATS—~While in a few localities onts had
been cut as correspondents reported at the
beginning of Augast, the bulk of the crop
badZyet n week or two to ripen. The yleld
promises to be one of the largest, both as
regards acreage aund total yields several
correspondents classing it as the finest crop
i1 years. High lands gave magnificent
yields, bu' in ®ow places it suffored con-
slaerably from the wet. The strawgis de-
scribed as being long,sbright and sti ¥, and
the heads as being well filled, although in
some cases lodging is compinined of. Rust
was reported in a few instances, and two
or three correspondents spoke of the pre-
ence of wite worw,

The We:tern Bankers Association 's re-
ports of the crops of Manitova and the ter-
ritories compiled from 150 p'aces, gives an
average yleld of 24.89 bushels for wheat,
85.79 boshels for barley and 50.17 bushels
tor oate. Taking this as a basis of calen-
Iution the burvest is expected to yield —

Bushels
09,681. 000

. 15,527,000
71,887,000

OF this 61,513,000 bushels of wheat, 15,-
471,000 burhels of burley and b0,08°,000
bushels of oats are credited to Manitoba,
the rest belonging to the territories, AL
minimom quotations Lfor these graics the
yields represent an addition of over $100, -
0.0 ))0 to the wealch of the country.




The Countess of Shaftsbury




