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From Mzjor-General MippLETON, C.B. (Commanding the North-West Field -
TForce), concerning the engagements at Fish Creek, on the 24th April,
1885 ; Poundmaker’s Camp (near Crees’ Reserve). 9= May, 1080;
Batoche, Oth, 10th, 11tl: and 12th May, 1885.

OrrAwA, July, 1885.

FISH CREEK.

Nortu-WEesT F1Lp Forck,
He: pquarrers, Fisn Orexr, 1st May, 1885,

Sir,—1 have the honor to state, for the information of His Excelloncy the Gov-
ernor General and yourself, the following particulars of the engagement betyeen my
force and that of the rebels on the 24th of April last, which I have boen -unable to
do before, excopt by telograph, owing to having so much to do in reconaoitring, -
getting up supplice and makipg arrangomonts for the movement of the troops in the

” ~ other parts of the North-West Territory. g -

I had proviously informed you of the division of my forces, and on the morning
‘of the 23rd both columns advanced on the two sides of the river, with the scow mov-
ing down between them. e halted about 18 miles down the river, my column near-
the farm of a eottler named &lcIntosh, the other in a line with us on the other side.
After a quiet night, we started, on the morning of the 24th, at about 7 o’clock, with
the usnal military preeaution—mounted infantry scouts spreiad out well in front, with
support of mounted iufantry, under Mzjor Boulton, about 200 yards in rear, an
advanced guard of the 90th Battalion -about 200 yards in rear of that, and the main
“column about 200 or 300 yards in rear of the advanced guard. Though I had no$-
been led to believe that the rebels would come so far to the front to attack us, still I

" was aware of the exisionce of a rather deep ravine, or creek, about 5 or 6 miles

ahead ; ‘consequently I was, on this occasion, with the support under Major Boulton,
accompanied by Capt. Haig, R.E.,, A.GM.G., and my two As.D.C., Capt. Wise and -
Lieut. Doucet, and Mv. McDowell, attached to my Statf. On approaching some bluffs,
just as the left advanced scouts wete circling round, we suddenly received aheavy .
fire from a bluff and somo ground sloping back on our left—which fire was luckily
too high to do mischief, having been evidently fired in a hurry, owing to the approach

" of the left sconts. Major Boulton instantly ordered his mon to dismount, let loose -

their horses (two of which were immediately shot) and hold ‘the enemy in check.
This was done by them most gallantly—the flankers and files in front falling back ..
on the main body. I sent Capt. Wisé back with orders to bring up the advance
%'v;’xlard and main body, which was soon done, ‘though, in going with the order, Capt,
is0’s horse was hit by a shot from the bluffs on the left, The advanced guard, on -

- arrival, extended and took cover in the bluffs nearcst us; and as the main body came
up, two more companies of the 90th were extended—the rebels advarcing up out of-
the ravine, into which, however, they again speedily retired—and a heavy fire was

-exchanged; "but having sent a party round toa house on the enemy’s right, the enomy

gradually retired along the ravine, while our men advanced slowly to the crest of a

" deeply wooded part running out of the main ravine. 'In this former ravine asmall

party of the rebels made a stand, in which we found, afterwards, to be some carefully
constructed rifle pits. These men were evidently their best shots—Gabriel Dumont .
keoing aﬁo?‘gsg them-~but were, 80 to speak, caught in a trap, a great number of their -
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horses and ponies boing iu this ravine, and, what is said to be vory unusual, v
tiod up, thus showing, I am informed, that the robels wore protty confident of sucec
Fifty-five of theae hovaes vere killed, These mon wero gradually reduced in namt:.
antil, from thé position of our men, it was almost impossible, for thom' te retire, a:
they continued to fire at intervals, doing a good deal of mischiof. . ‘
- “Capt, Peters, with great pluck and dash, led tho dismounted men of “A"
‘Battory, supported by & party of the 90th undor Capt. Ruttan, and gallantl;
attempted to disloge thom, but they were so well covered and were able to bring suc

. @ Luwry £=a an tho party advancing, without being seen, killing three men, tv

artillerymen and ono or Wi 00tk (tha body of ono artilleryman was aftertward.
found within 8 or 10 yards of their pits), that I resvived to loave them, oontentin,
mysolf with extending more of the 90th in front to watch them, and sending soix.
-shells into the bluff now and then, Lieut.-Col. Houghton, my A.D.C,, in takin-
-orders, got mixed with his party and advanced with them, showing great pluck an:
-coolness; I would here beg to notice the pluck and coolness displayed by othe:
officers (espocially Capt. Drury) and mon of “ A’ Battery in running their guns up
by hand to the edge of the ravine, and the opposite gully afterwards, three of the mer
boing wounded. In the meanwhile, having soon the part of the 90th extendod as abor.
mentioned, I gallopod across to the right, having previously sont my two As.. D, .,
there with orders to get “ 0" half company and two companies of the 90th extended,
On arrival there I found that the eremy was in foroo, trying to turn our right, havicy
.set firo to the prairie, a8 the wind was blowing towards us, ~About this period
Capt, Drury, of *“ A" Battery, threw a shell into a house some distance off, whore
some rebels were seen congrogating, and set it on fire. The rebels, at this tims, °

" advanced uider cover of the smoke out ot the ravine which-extended across our front,

- and the firing was tromendously hot. My A.D.C., Lieut. Doucet, and several met,

bein ihitilour men were forced back here a little at first, but soon rallied and advancod
steadily,
tactics?’wo fairly drove them back, bluff by bluff, and they retired altogether, goin;
off as hard as they -could. I may mention here that their attempt to drive us back
by setting fire to the prairie proved a failure, though at one time 1t looked awkward ;
but I sent for a party of teamsters, who soon_beat it out, notwithstanding they were,
for a short timo, under fire, By about 2 p.m. the enemy had disappeared and «&ll
firing ceased, excopt from the men in the ravine, who seemed, by their voices, to ba
reduced in number, and whom I endeavored to reach by means of the guns from the
opposite side of the ravine, I think succssfully, from the amount of blood found after-
wards in the pits and adead Sioux found near. 'To return to the action of the left flank:
-on re-crossing to them Iréceived a bullet through my fur cap from one of the wmen in
the rifle pits, who mado several attempts to hit me before, and who, I have reason to-
believe, was Gabriel Dumont himself, and when, a fow minutes after, being obliged to
re-cross with my A. D, C., Capt. Wise, shot from the same place his horse and throw
him, Shortly after, I am sorry to say, while looking over the brow of the ravins
to see if the eremy were still there, Capt. Wise .received a. shot in the foot. I-
found the firing reduced to the men in the ravine, the rest of the enemy having
retired in confusion, AP : : C o
- During the action a messenger arrived from the left column, asking if they should

4 bring troops across, and I directed the 10th Grenadiers to be brought over, which

. ' was done by means of the scow, most expeditionsly, one company with Lord Melgund

_ arriving at about 1 o’clock p.m., and two other companies, under Lieat.-Col, Grassott,

later on, with the two guns of the Winnipeg Field Battery, under Major Jarvis. As
the affair was nearly over then, L contented myself with extending a company of tha -
10th cn the right centre to assist in watching the ravine where the enemy’s rifle pits
were, the other compsnies being on the extreme right in support, and ultimately

-remaining there until the wounded were removed to the camp ground, which had
+ been selected in the meantime. I would here beg leave to draw particalar attention

to the crossing of theso troops, who, though luckily not required, might well have
beea. To fully appseciate the rapidity with which this was: done, in spito of the.

olding their own and taking cover well, until, using the enemy’s owa - -
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. Capt. Haig, B. E.

= o
' giffculties that existed, tho river must bo seon: wooded heights or cach side 100 feot
aigh~—at bottom large boulders oncrusted in thick, sticky mud—a fringe of huge
blocks of ico oun each side, a wrotched scow carrying about 60 men at most, pulled
_with oars mado with an axe, and a rapid current of aboat 3 or 4 miles an hour, wero
the obstaclos that wore surmountod by dint of determination and anxiety to join
with and aid thoir comrades. Mosuwhile, a sort of zareba had been formed by Mr.
Bedson and Mr, Secretan, of a fow wagons, where the doctors formed their tomporary
hospital and carried ovt their functions skilfully, coolly and quiotlly,» under the able
superintendonce of Brigade Surgeon Orton, 90th Battalion. A little Iater, finding the
4ring had ceased and tho enemy fled, except the two or throe whom I left there for
the purpose above mentioned, and as a thunder storm was coming up—having removed
the dead and sent off the woundod, we pitched camp, amid a severe thunder storm, in
an opon spot close to the sceno of the fight, which had been selected by Lord
MUelgund, as above mentioned, I append an official list of killed and wounded, which
I regret is 8o large, but. which is not larger than might bo expected, considering the
circumstances under which we were attacked, and the fact that not & man in the
force but mysoelf had evéi~beon under fire. Moreover, I had only about 350 men in
action, and I estimato the enomy at about 300. As regards their loss, all we actually
found on the ficld was three dead Indiang, but I am confident they must have sustained
a tolerably severe loss, or thoy would not have abandoned so strong a position, and
one, which from tho amount of food we found in the different houses, they evidently
expected to occupy for some time ; morcover, after crossing the creek the trail was
80 situated, as regards numerous bluffs running at right angles to it, that they could
have impeded my advance with a very few men, I am afraid I shall have to stay.
some days in my present camp, until I can send my wourded to the rear. All my
troops, officers and men, behaved well, and my thanks are due to all of them, and to
their sevoral commanders, but I beg to mention. by name those officers who came
éapecislly under my. personal notice, and to whom my  great thanks are due,
viz., Capt. Haig, R.E, my A.Q.M.G., my two As.D.C., Capt. Wise and Lieut.
Doucet, who gave me groat help and assistance; Major Smith, “ C"” Company, I. S.
Corps; Major Boswell and Capt. Buchan, of the 90th Battalion, who were of great .
help to me in holding the right and eventually forcing back the enemy under a very - °

" heavy fire.. Major Boswell was hit in the heel of his boot, and Capt. Buchan's

horso received a shot. Major Boulton’s coolness and firmness in checking the onemy
at the commencement of the engagament was remarkable, and deserves great praisa.
Messrs, Bedson and Secrotan also were of great assistance in forming a zareba of
wagons round the place selected by the medical men for their temporary hospital,
which was almost under the fire of the enemy. My thaunks are also due to Brigade

* Surgeon Orton, 90th Battalion, for theexcellent arrangement made by him for attend-

ing the wounded, and removing them to our new camp. The men employed as -
ambulance men also porformed: their duty well, not hesitating to bring away the-
wounded under fire. I cannot conclude without mentioning a little bugler of the 90th
Regimeut named William Buchanan, who made himself particularly useful in carry-

- ing to axamunition to the right front when the fire was very hot. This he did with

Fculiar nonchalance, walking calmly about erying * Now, boys, who's for cartridges.”
1 send also herewith a rough sketch of the scene of action drawn by my A.Q.M.G.,.

, FRED. MIDDLETON, Major-General, :
- . b Commanding Canadian Militia and North-West Fisld Force."
"Hon. J. P. R. A, Caroy, Minister of Militis, Ottawa. S
. P.S.~May 13th.—I find, from papers captured at Batoche yesterday, that the

_uumber of robels at Fish' Creek was 280—under Gabriel Dumont, that they had

intended to let me entor the ravine, or crest, and. then destroy us, taking me pris-
onor, and holding me as & hostage to assist them in making terms with the Govern-
ment at Ottawa, Their scheme was defeated by my having my scouts so far in

advance, which obliged them to fire on them, and thus disclose their position. Lalso

116h—1}
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find, now, that the rebels had 11 killed, or died of wounds, and 18 wounded, at Fisk
Creek,
FRED. MIDDLETON.
- OFFICIAL LIST OF KILLED AND WOUNDED,

KILLED, _ WOUNDED,
“A"™ Battery.  Guoner A. Asselin.
Gunper G. H, Demanolly. _ gg XV F‘Z]%gg;mn'
do  W.Cook, do N, Ouillet,
90tk Battalion, . do W. L:u_:grell.
Driver J. Harrison,
Pte. A. W. Ferguson, : : do J.Turner,
do  James Hutchins, - : g
do  George Wheeler. : “C” Company Infantry School Corps..
do  Villiam Ennis. No. 58, Pte. R. Jones
. WOUNDED BERIOUSLY. gg' 133 'gg g Pﬁ:};&n a1
o ugm Battery. No. 71 ‘do Harry Jones. .
Gunner E. Moisau, ‘ No. 28, Color-Sergt. R. Cummings,.
do C. Armsworth.’ T : S0tk Battalion, .
Driver M‘ W:lson. g Pte. Milas Riley Jones, . -
. 90th Regiment. - A Corp. John Code.*
Pte. David Hislop, , * Died of
Corp. J. F. Lothbridge.  Capt. W, Clarer™
P.te. C, H. Kemp. : o Pte. A. S. Blackwood. .
Lieut. Charles Swinford.* do N. Caniff. !
“« Q" Company Infantry School Corps. A gg '%.L\(’:":vilitttbews.
No."49, Pte. Robert H. Dunn. - -do Joseph Chambers,
No. 1656 do Arthur J, Watson* . Corp. W. Thacker.
: . Pte. Chas, Bouchette.
" Boulton’s Scouts, " Corp.J, W.C. Swan,
Trooper Val. Bruce, . ' do H.H. Bowden. -

do Perrin.

do J.Langford, - Boulton's ‘Scovits,

do C. King. * Capt. Gardner, - .
do Baker arcy.* Sel‘gt.'Al‘OX. Stewart, [} '
: . "~ Trooper F. H. Thompson.
® Since died. ‘ St ﬁ'.
. 7 . aff.
WOUNDED, -+ Capt. Wise, A.D.C.
“A” Battery. Lieut. Doucet, A.D.C.

Staft-8crgt. S. W. Mawhinney.
Act.-Bomb. D, Taylor. :

Total—Killed, or died afterWards.eeesess o eesrssisssecsssernnne we 10
qulnded P0005000r0 000000 0r0erstrstscactsrte :.unun.onu..nnu 40

FRED. MIDDLETON, Major-General,
. Commanding Canadian Militia and North- West Field Force,

- ML SMRDAB 1t
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ENGAGEMENT RTII‘H POUNDMAKER'S BAND.

5, -
ek BarTLEFORD, 2€th May, 1883,

Sir,~1 have tho bonor to forward herewith for the information of His Excel-
leucy the Governor General and yourself, Liout-Col. Otter’s despatch con-
cerning his engagement with the Chief Poundmaker and his band on the 2nd of
May last, Though Lieut.-Col. Otter made this attack under a misundor-
standing of my orders on the subject, he and his men soem 10 have doue their duty
well, and are deserving of great praise, and had the force bzen larger, tho conse-
quence might have been more decided. .

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedicnt servant,
FRED. MIDDLETON, Major-General, .~ = .
. Commanding Canadian Militia North-West Field Force
Hon. J. P. R. A, CaroN, Minister of Militia, Ottawa, = ' . :

BarrLerorp, 3rd May, 1885,

From Lt.-Col. Otter, Commanding Battleford C'olumn‘N. W.F. F,to Major General
Middleton, Commanding ALlitia of Canada : : oo

‘Str,—1T have the honor to report that having learned on the 29th ultimo, from
my scouts that a force of Cree - and Stoney Indisns, numbering about 200
mon, were camped near the resorve of the former tribo, some 38 miles from
here, and subsoquently that Poundmaker the Cree chief was hesitating between -

eace and war, the latter eventually depending upon his being ableto obtain assistance
om Big Bear's tribe, Ifelt it necessary that definite action should be taken, in order to
ni:}kfe Poundmaker declare himself, and prevent a junction of tho forces of the two
chiefs. : : : .
I determined on a recoanosissance in force, and left Battleford on Friday, the Ist
inst., at 3 p.m. with the following troops, viz.:— ’

715 Mounted Police, of whom 50 were mounted, Capt. Neale:

-80 “B” Battery, R C.A., Mgjor Short. .

45 “C” Company, L8 C., Licut: Wadmore,

. 20.G. G, Foot Guards, Lieut, Gray. o : .

60 Queen’s Own Rifles, Capt. Brown, including the Ambalance Gorps of same
regimont. ‘ -

45 Battleford Rifles, Capt. Nash, -

One Gatling gun and two 7-pounders belonging to police, the latter being
gelected as more easy of transport {thin the' 9-pounder gums,and & train of 438 wag-
ons to carry men, rations and stores. 4 » ‘ :

Halting at 8 p.m., I waited nearly four hours, uatil the moon rose and then
pushed on through tho night, reaching at daybreak the enemy’s camp, which was
seen on the higher of two hills, partially sarrounded by a wide ravine with a large

_police, were almost at the top of the lower hill before our prosence was discovered
and the general alarm sounded; hardly had our scouts gained the crest of the- hill
when the advanced party of the enemy was met, who opoued fire upon éur men with
vigor. The police immediately extended on the brow, and the guus, supported by
“ B Battery, were pushed forward into the sams line, opening fire with shrapnel:
on the camp, -The Indians, who had evidently been taken by surprise, very quickly
gathered themselves togethor and attemptod to sarround us. So large was their
force that it required the whole of ours to be placed in the fighting line to moat the
sttack. Taking advantage of the cover afforded by the many small coalees and
ravines surrounding our position, & moat vicious and aetermined cross fire was poured
in upon our men, which, at firat, proved most destructive, owing to carelessness in .
exposing themselves. Soon, howerver, we followed the example of our foes, and made

creek running through it Crossing tho creck our advanced guard, tho scouts'and -
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tho most of any cover that was obtainsble, and in point of accurate shooting quickly
demornstrated our ability to cope with them. ‘

The disposition of our force was as followa :—In the centre of the front line, and
just bohind the brow of the hill, was the Gatling, flanked on either side by a 7-pr.
* braes gun, all under the personal supervision of Major Short, ably assisted by Capt.
Rutherford. The support of these guns consisted of the garrison division of *“B”
Batter{.' Immediately to the rear, resting in a slight declivity, were the horses of
the police and the wagon train, These were 80 well placed by Capt. Neale that only
two casualties occurred during the day, viz.: the loss of two horsés, one of the wagon
train and ‘Capt. Rutherford’s charger. On either flank of the artillery were the
police; to the right and right rear was “C"” Company and detachment of Guards;
- 1o the left, lying on a lower ledge of the hill, and extending nearly to the creek, was

the Queen’s Own, and protecting the right rear and ford was the company of Battle- . |

ford Rifles, The positions thus described were, with some slight changes, retained
by these corps more or less throughout the action, '

_Shortly after the fight became general a rush was made by the enemy for the
Gatling, but was sharply repulsed by a party from the police and artillery, gallantly
headed by Major Short, and four Indians killed. ' IR '

* __ The trail of one of the guns now unfortunately gave way, rendering - that valua.
able arm practically useless. Excellent practice was, however, made by the other
gun, assisted, whenover opportunity offered, by the Gatling; the other gun shared a
similar fato later in the day, Our men. had now fairly settled down to their work,
and in the most cool, collected and praiseworthy manner went about -forcing the
enemy to abandon their numerous points of advantage and cover.

The right rear, which took in the ford, was menaced, and a part of the Battle-
ford Rifles, under Capt. Nash, assisted by individual men of % C” Company Guards
~and Queen’s Own Rifles, with Constable Ross (chief scout) of the police, undertook
ponies, whose riders were shot. by them. : : :

A similar duty had now to be performed on our left rear, which was entrusted
to parties of the Queen’s Own and Battleford Rifles, and proved one of the sharpest

to clear the coulee at that point, This they did most effectually, capturing four

o A ——
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brushes of the day. The enemy'’s fire here was, however, only partially subdued, 83 -

there remained a few men whom neither bullets nor shells seemed to reach, and who -

were only dislodged at the end of the day by sending Ross with his scouts by a long

detour to the rear, and flanking them,". , S ‘ .

. At eleven o’clock, that is six hours after the beginning of the engagement; our
flanks and rear were clear, but the position we occupied was not tenable over night,

while both guns were useless through broken trails and the wounded required proper.

attention, Further, tho object of the reconnoissance had been accomplished, inasmuch -
as ho had declared his'intentions, but Big Boar, or at least his men, had.cffected a june-

tion before my arrival, as the number of the enemy was fully 500 fighting men,
including some 50 half breeds, ' : _

I therefore concluded to withdraw and return at once to Battleford, in caso
a counter attack might be made on that placo—placing the \Battleford Rifles
on the opposito side, with one of the maimed guns, the wagons, and the dead, save Pte.

- Osgoode, Governor General's Foot. Guards, whose body, when shot, had rolled intos -

deep ravine and could not be recovered, and the wounded wero taken safely over the
creek, followed, in turn, by tho various corps from their respective positions. A fow of
tho cnemy, on perceiving our withdrawal, followed to the edge of the ravine, but were
quickly driven back by the Gatling, under Major Short, which brought up the rear,
and two rounds from the 7-pr. with the Battleford Rifles, under Qapt. Rutherford,

both of which rounds had to. be fired with the gun bound up with ropes and-splintsto-
. keop it together, The crossing was effected without the slightest loss, and the enemy -
-~ failed to follow, although had they done so much delay and loss of life might have .

beon entailed upon us, as the country was favorabie to them.

Too much praise cannot be given to the officers, non-commissioned officers an!
men ongaged throughout the whole action, for their admirable coolness and gallantrys -
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" tho circurastances wore most trying to raw troops, who, without sloep or breakfast,

found themselves opposed to a cunning and determined enemy, thoroughly acquainted
with tho ground, adopting a new style of warfare, and in numbers noarly double.
Where all behaved so well, it i3 difficult to solect those deserving of special men-
tion, but I should not be doing my duty did I not bring to your notico tho names of
8 few whose conduct came under my special obsorvation,
" Major Short, R.C.A.,, by his plucky charge, already mentioned, no doubt saved
the Gatlini, and throughout the dsy proved himself the beau ideal of au officer ; be
seomed to boar a charmed life, as he coolly stood in the front lines working his guns,
Sergt. Major Wattam, North-West . Mounted Police, was another whose bril- .
liant exsmple and dogged courage gave confidence and steadiness to those within the

-. sound of his voice,

Constable Ross, North-West Mounted Police, our chief scout, was always ready -
to lead a dash or take his place in the skirmish line; in fact, ho seemed everywhere,
and at the %roper time, L ' - '

Lieut. Brock, Q.0.R., most pluckily led the party to clear our left rear, and

' Sergt. McKell, Ptes. Acheson and Lloyd, of the same corps, distinguished themselves,

by assisting tho wounded to places of safoty in the face of heavy fire, Pte. Lioyad

- himself bejng wounded in this duty. :

- The ambulance corps of the Queen’s Own was particularly prominent in
answering the numerous ealls from the front for assistance, many.times having to
traverse ground that was raked by the enemy’s fire. :

"~ Brigade Surgeon Strange, 1.5.C., and Surgeon Loslie, Q.O.R., rendered willing
and valoable assistance to the wounded, both on the field aud in the tomporary
hospital that was established in the wagon laager, - - B T

. Tomy personal staff, Lieut. Sears, 1S.C., -Brigade Major and Capt. Mutton,
Q.0.R,,. Brigade Quartermaster, I owe many thanks for their boldness, promptness
and assiduity in execating the orders given them, : ' : ‘

* In Lieut.-Col. Herchmer, N,W.M. Police, I had a most valuable assistant, and
not only in the action of Saturday, but throughout our ‘march from Swift Current to
Battleford, he displayed the most sterling qualities of a soldier, while tho men of hia

- command have time and again proved themselves as invaluable to my torce.

- Attached I beg to hand you an official list of the.dead and wounded, with the
causes of their death and naturo of wounds, — , o
All tho wounded: are, T am glad to say, doing well at the time I write,
I bave the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant; -
* “W. D. OTTER, Lieutenant Colonel, RN
T Commanding’ Battleford Column,
- Yasr of Killed and Wounded in Action of Cut Knife Hill, Saturday, 2nd May, 1885,
- o - KILLED,
1. No. 907, Corporal W. H, Lowry, North-West Mounted Police—Shot through head,
and died at Battleford 3rd May. -

2. No. 565, Corporal R. B. Sleigh, North-West Mounted Polico—Killed in action ;

shot through head. .

* 3. No. 402, Constable P, Burke, N orth-West Mounted Pdiice; shot in body ; died at

Battleford 3rd May, . o . )

4. No. 93, Bugler Herb. Foulkes, “ C” Company, I. S, Corps—XKilled in action ; shot

. .through chest. ., - ‘ .- . .
5. Private John Rogers, Governor General’s Foot Guards—Killed -in action ; shot

_ . through head. - . S

-6, Private Osgoode, Governor General’s Foot Guards—Missing ; een to be hit and fall
" _into deep ravine. o : T . )
9. Private Arthur Dobbs, Battleford Rifles—Killed in action ; shot through chest.
8. Chas, Winder, teamster; killed in action, shot through head. - :






WOUNDED. ' '
1. No, 36, Sergeant J. H, Ward, North-West Mounted Pohce-—-Sbot in abdomen bal-
lot not found—serious,
2. Lieutenant Oscar C. Pelletler, 9th Battallion—Shot through flesh of left thigh—
‘severe.
3. No. 1325, Sergeant J. T. Gaﬁ‘ney, “B” Bnttery,RCA-—Shot through flesh of -
left forcarm—severe.
4. No.-1562, Gunner Thos, Reynolds, “B” Battery, R.C. A—Shot through neck of
mght humerus bullet not removed—serious.
5. No. 1435, Corporal Thos. Morton, “ B” Battery, R.C. A.—Superficial- bullet wound
. in rxght thigh—slight. .
- 6. No. 166, Sergeaat Major A.J. Spackman, “ C" Company, ISC—Shot through
flesh of left upper arm—gevere,
. 7. Color Sergeant Geo. E. Cooper, Queen’s Own Rifles—Shot throngh right . buttock
—serious,

- 8, Private George W. Watts, Queens Own Rlﬂes—-Superﬁcml bullet Wonnd of left
thigh—slight. -

9. Private J. S. C. Fraser, Queen s Own Rxﬂes——Superﬁcxal bullet wound of left calf— .-

. slight.
- 10. Private Chas, A. Varey, Queen s Own R:ﬁes—Shot in nght snde of neck; bullet not
© +° found—serious, -
11, Private Goo. E. Lloyd Queen’s Own Rnﬂes—-Shot in back; bullet extracted—
. . severe, .
12, Pr&vate]JOEeph McQuilken, Governor Genoral's Foot Guards—Shot through left
: side—slight.
13. Color Sergeant Chas. F. Wmter Governor General’s Foot Guards—Shot througb‘
. pose and cheek—=severe.
4 Buglel Ernest Gilbert, Battleford Rifles—~Shot through neck—severe,

W. D. OTTER, Lieutenant Colonel,

o Commanding Battleford Column. -
BarTLEFORD, 6th May, 1885, : ,

BATOCHE.
Non'm West FIELD Fozck, Buocan, 31st May, 1885.
Sm,—I have the honor to give you the partlculo.rs of tho fighting on the 9th,
10th,11th, and the action on the 12th, at Batoche, for the information of His Excellency
Lord Lansdowao, Governor General of the Dominion of Capada, and yourself. ' As
. {ou are aware, I left my campaat Fish Creck on the morning of the 7th, having
onght my left column across the river to joint my right _column, and havmg been -

Joined by Lieut.-Col, Williams, commanding the Midland Regiment, with two com-.

.. panies of that corps, and a Ga,tlmg gun, w1th Capt. Howard lats U. S.. army. Ay
force was then composed of :

WA Battery,........ FR PP guns, 86 officers and men, -
Winnipeg 3 Battery....ceesssansessennenss2 guns, 40 do do
Orne Gatling gun, S, o g

- 10th Royal Grenadiers.......... cosseeiaes’ 210 do . do
Qoth Reglmellt ’l.. LYYy oc‘ ..-v;.v. cee , 254 o dO . dO

" Detachment Midland Reglmeut - 8 do”  do
Boulton’s Mounted Infantry.ccsecessesees - 65 ‘do do -
French’s ScoutS.eccereesnrnaseaes crreseceis oo - .28 do. . do -

Total ssssoe 9000cc000csroniencvtestaee 724 dO : dO

The infantry I formed into a bmgade and placed. it wnder Liout.-Col. Stmu- -
henzie, who had Jomed me at the same time as Licut.-Col. Williams and the two ..






9

" compenies of the Midland Battalion. I had also caused my A.Q M.G., Capt. Hﬁig, RE,

to put the steamer “Northeote SWhich had come down with stores to my c¢amp)
in 4 state of defonce, by means of lumber, bags of oats, &¢., and haviog placed } “GC™

- Compaay Infantry School on board her, under command of Major Smith, I divected

her to drop down the river and anchor for the night at Gabriel's Ferry, communicate
with me there, and to drop down next day, 80 as to be abreast of Batoche about

-0'clock a.m,, by which timo I calculated I should be ready to commonce my attack,

and they wero then to create what diversion thay could in our favor, if possible, to
break the wire of the Batocho Ferry, and. if they found they could not steam bsck,

they were to continue on to the Hudson Bay crossing, south of Prince Albort. .

What wag actually done by the steamer you will find doscribed in the report of
Major Smith, “C” Company Infantry School, forwarded herowith. I may added that
besides the % “C” Company, Capt. Wise, my A.D.C., whose wound would rot
allow of his accompanying the force, Lieut. H. J. Macdonald, of the 90th, who was ill,
and Lieuts. Gibson and Elliott, of the 10th Royal Grenadiers, suffering from rhenma-
tism, with Dr, Moore and Mec. Pringle, of the Medical Staff, Mr. Bedson, my chief
transport officer, his clerk, Vinen, and four scow men, wore also on board, some of
whom, as will be eecn by Major Smith’s raport, performed valuable service.

On the morning of the 8th, having heard that the trail along the river to Batoche
-was not good, and had some dangerous places oa it, I marched out to the eastward
and then to the north-weat, and struck the regular trail from Mumboldt to Batoche,

about' 9 miles from Batoche, and camped there for tho night. As sooa as [ had

~ -selected the spot for the camp I pushed on with some of Boulton’s mouated infantry

e e m— b e

ey . ——

to within 4 miles of Batoche, withoat mssting any rvesistance, mersly seeing two

-of the enemy’s scouts, who fled on our approach, and I then solected a good spot to

-camp in the next day, in case I found it necessary to fall back from Batoche. Oa tke
morning of the 9th I left my camp standing and advanced oa Batoche. We arrived
without hindrance to a spot within about 4 mile of the new Catholic church, jast
where the trail strilees the river bank, before turning dowd'to Batoche. Theve were
three houses betweon .us and the church, where & number of men were seén, who flak
on two or three shells and some rounds from the Gatling being fired at them, and we
advanced slowly towards the church, From a house just the other side of the church
a white flag was being displayed, and I rode up to it and found three or four Catholic -
griésts in it, with some Sisters, and 2 number of women and children, apparently
half-breeds. Having reassured them, I advanced cautiously, extending my infantry

" and pushing back the enomy until we reached the crest of & hill,-which enabled mo

to bring the guns down and shell the houses of Batoche, which were visible from a
spot just below the crest. As the houses were of light construction, and not very
large, not much damage was done, and just then, as some shots came from across tha
river, from a biuff along the bank, and as the spot the guns were in was completely

".exposed to this fire, I directed the guns to retire, and as they were doing 8o suddenly

a very heavy fire was opened from what we afterwards found were some rifle pits, ia
a bluff just below where the guns had been, bat which was stopped by a rattling fire
from the Gatling, which was splendidly handled by Capt. Howard, ably supported by
Lieat. Rivers, “A” Battery. After some time, fmding that the fire from the oppo-
site side was again commencing, and also from the rifle pits, and that a horse hed
been killed and a man hit belonging to the Gatling, I directed Capt. Howard to bring .
his Gatling back, which he did without further loss, and the wounded msn was -~
brought in at great risk by my A.D.C., Capt Freer “ B” Compauy, Iefantry School,

“and Gaoner Coyne, of “ A" Battery. I then went off to the right of my extended
Y .

line, behind the church, and found the men holding their ground, but exposed to &
fire from a bluff, with a newly made grave in front of it railed in with wood. I t'hen
ordered the Gatling round to try and silence their fire, which it did at first, o ving,
probably, to the novelty of this weapon, as regards the enemy, but shortly afterwards
the enemy’s fire was renowed, and weafterwards found that they were firing from cara-
fally constructed rifle pits, which completely covered them from any fire. Daring
this time. Capt. Peters, “ A ” Battery, had endeavored to drive the enemy out of
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tho pits from whonce had come the fire which caused me to retire the guns, with a.
portion of the garrison artillery of “ A " Battery School, but the fire was too hot,and
they had to retire, leaving a wounded man behind. On my returning to that part of
the attack, and hearing of this, I advanced a part of the Midland Battalion down a
coalee or bluff on the left, between the cemetery and the church, with orders to
Leop up a hot fire, s0 as to distract the attention of the enemy from the spot where
the wounded man was lying, and also directed & part of the 20th and 10th, who were
lying down in advance across the trail, to do the same, and sent down a party of the
garrison artillery with a stretcher to bring the man back, which they did withont
hesitation ; and, to my great satisfaction, they succeeded in bringing him back, with-
out losing another man, which was what I feared ; but unfortunately the man himself
was dead. QOur dead and wounded were temporarily placed in the church, where they
wero attended to by the medical men, assisted by the Roman Catholic Sisters, who

P Y e ]

kindly did all they could to help the doctors. - As it was now becoming late,and I = ¢

saw that, though holding our own, we were not likely to.make any advance that day,
it became neceseary for me to decide as to where I should camp for the night, and
teking into consideration the enormous importance at that time of not even appearin

{0 retreat even so short a distance as to where I had selected a spot for my camp,

resolved to send for m¥ tents and baggage and camp where I was, though there was
ro good place forit: I accordingly sent back for that purpose my second senior
iransport officer, Mr. Secretan, who succeeded in bringing all my old canp equipage
aud teams in a remarkably short time, and having formed & zareba with them, L
then ordered the advanced parties to be gradaally withdrawn, which was done very
creditably. Some of the. enemy followed them up, probably thinking, at first, that
{vey were rotreating. They were, however, speedily undeceived, by receiving a

hoavy fire from the zareba, and though a-few of them kept up a dosultory fire for a

short time ag darkness fell, thoy retired, but not before, I am sorry to say, killing two
©f our horses and wounding one man in the zareba. The piquets were then posted, a
slight trench made round the zareba, and the rest of the men lay down with their

arins lining the four sides of the zareba, each side being under the charge of a field .
~ officer, with so many sentries on each face, who kept watch whilst the others slept, -

and so the night passed in quiet. The casualties this day were .as follows:—two -

men killed, one officor and nine men wounded. = .
May 10th.—After an early breakfast I moved oul the infantry, and took up a

Eosiﬁon as advanced as possible, but the enemy weroe in greator forco than the day - »

ofore, principally, I expect, on account of the steamer having passed down the

river, and held the ground about the cemetery, and also some pits which they had

made during the night, just below the crest, where the Gatling had beon in position’
* the day before. Someo of the onemy also had got into position at the end of a point
running out below tho cemetery, and altogether we had lost rather than gained ground,

a3 compared with yesterday. I still felt it was good practice and training for my men,

who were being taughr, by -somewhat painful experience, the necessity of using their
onemy’s tactics, and keeping themselves under cover. Moreover, I knew that we
could afford the ammunition which, in a sort of skirmishing fight like this, was
wasted on both sides, botter than our adversaries, bosides giving confidence to my

young soldiers, some of whom (the Midland detachment) had as yet not received -

thoir baptism of fire, During the morning I had the two guns of “ A ™ Battery
- shelling a house on the opposite bank, and some bluffs where some of the enemy were
" seen, and in the afternoon the 2 guns of the Winnipeg Battery shelled the cometery,
- which was in poseession of the enemy, and some rifle pits from a bluff, on right front

of my camp. In the evening, a8 before, I withdrew my advdunced parties, who were

again followed by the enemy, but I had some shelter trenches made in front of the-

camp, about:200 yards in advance, in which I-had a party of infantry, and on the

right front some .moro. pits, nearly flanking the enomy’s advance, in which I placed -

some mon of the 90th, armed with the Martini-Henry. As the eunemy approached

they wore received with a heavy fire from thege trenches, which quickly drove them -

Jacls, and though one of the enemy fired, apparently with.a long range rifle, into

Pl
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our eamp, little damago was dono, only one horse being touched, and his fire waz
gpoedily silonced from our camp, and again we had a quiot night. In retiring thiy
evoning the mon wore much stea ior,\_amulg\;ing the whole day woa had ono killed

- and five wounded, showing that the men Wero improving in their fighting. The

weather boing luckily fine, as we were bivouacking, not liking to put up tents when
80 many horses were in the zarobs, ‘ - : <

May 10th.—The Land Surveyors’ Scouts, 50 strong, under Capt. Dennis, joined my
force in tho afternocon. M - : ,

May 11th.—Baving heard that there was a fine piece of prairio ground whick
overlooked tho houses of Batoche, and having sont our parties of infantry to take up
the old positions, I started off to roconnoitre the prairic ground, taking with me
Boulton's Mounted Infantry and the Gatling. The trail to this ground went right
through our camp, but as I thought it probable that the enomy might have rifle
pits to dofend it—I regret to say that as I was leaving camp one of the priests,
Father Moulin, was brought in on a stretcher, wounded in the loft thigh
by a Winchester bullet, fired from the comeotory by the rebels, through tie
garret of the priest’s bouse; it was, luckily, a flesh wound, aud he was pul
in 2 hospital tent, and will go down to Saskatoon with our wounded—I. tools
a slight detour, and came on to- “he prairie ground a little east of the trail. I found

it was a good large plain of an irregular shape, about.2 miles long and 1,000 yards

in the broadest part, with a sort of slight ridge running down tho ceutre, and somo

- undulations. "Wesaw a good many men moving about on our left front and fired two
or three rounds from the Gatling, at the same time lining the crest of the ridge with -

some of Boulton’s men, which soon drew a pretty smart fire from the edgo of the
bluffs running parallel to the ridge, which we soon saw was defended by a series of
rifle pits. Leaving this party to hold the enemy, I galloped along the prairie to the
northward -with the men of the mounted infantry, and secing two of tho encmy’a

mounted scouts, gave chaso, but they got off to the woods, and we lost sight of thera, -

Having pulled up mysolf, I.was returning towards the other party when I caught
sight of a man coming out of a bluff on foot, and gave chase, and on coming up

found it was an Indian without arms, who said he.was a priest’s man, but who eventa- -

ally turned out to be a rebel who had been fighting against us.- After firing for some
timo at the pits, I retired the force in gooa‘ordpr and regained the camp. Here I
found that we had regained all onr lost ground, owing to my feint or the enemy’s

left, which had drawn a good many of the enomy from their right to repol what they

feared .was a general attack, as, owing to the lay of the ground, the enemy could not
see what my force was. Some of the Midland Battalion, led by Lieut.-Col; Williarns,

gollantly rushed some riflo pits beyond the cemetery, and drove the Indians, who .

had been left on their right, out of them, capturing some blankots and a dummy
which had beon used to draw our fire. In the morning, one gun of “A " Batiery
shelled the cemetery and pits near the church, In the afternoon, I brought up two

guns of Winnipog half battery to a spot held by the Midland advanced garty, Dear
t

the cometery, from whence they were able to seo to shell a house on the oprosite
sido of the river, which was flying Riel’s white flag, with some design on it, and

about which a great many people were moving. Tho range was a long one and the:

material of the house so light that not much harm was done, but the people all dis-

porsed at once and seemed to take to the woods. During that afternoon some fewr

shots were fired from the opposite bank, but tho fire was kept under and silenced by

& party of men posted on the ground overlooking the river on the left of the camp..

In the evening, my advanced parties wore withdrawn. to the camp, as usual, but the
enemy hardly pursued at all. ‘There was no firing into our camp, and our casualties

" of the day cousisted of four wounded, all very slightly. This showed that my men

"were becoming more at home in this mode of warfare, and though, as yet, we had

not made much progress, I resolved, to use a historical expression, “to peg away ”
until I succeeded in my object of taking Batoche, which I was sure I should do;

During the day the men left behind to protect the camp, and tbe teamsters, added to -
. tho slight parapet and trenches already made, and made a traverse across the south
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tide of the zaroba, which would have effectually prevonted any shot from doing mis-
chief in the camp, . : '
12th May—This morning I took the whole of the mounted men in my force,
about 150 men, one gun of “ A ™ Battery and the Gatling, and taking tho same circuit
23 yesterday, took possession again of the pieceof basin, and extouding my force
a3 much as possible, again - engaged tho rifle pits in front of us, firing also shell
and the Gatling, In the middle of our firing I saw a man riding towards mo waving
a white flag. T rode forward to mect him, and found that it was a Mr, Ashley, a sur-
veyor, one of the men who had been made a prisoner by Mr. Riel, He told me he
had jast come from Riel, who was apparently in a great state of agitation, and handed
me 2 letter from him, in which he said, apparently referring to our shelling the houses,
that if I masszered his women and children they would massacre their prisoners. I
at once wrote an answer, saying that I was most anxious not to injure women and
children,and that if he would place them all in one spot, and let me know where it wag,
"X would take care that no shot should be fired in -that direction. Just then another
- prisoner, a Mr. Jackson, came up on foot with another white flag and a copy of the -
same letter above alluded to. He annouunced his intention of not returning, though I
suggested to bim that the othor prisoners, among whom was his own brother, might
‘e massacred if he did not return. However, ho said they would not bo touched for
that, aod that he was not goiug back, 60 I left him to his own devices. The .other
prisoner, Mr. Ashley, acted in a very different manner. Xe sajd be should go back
on the chance of being yet able to assist hig brother prisoneis. He told me that they
" wwera all kept in & dark cellar whenever anything unusual occurred ; that they were
all now confined in the cellar, with a tremendous weight of. stones on the trap door, . ,
avd that he had been taken out-with Jackson espécially to bring this message. -°
Accordingly he returned with my message, and I theh drew iy forco gradually off. -
.- ghd retired to canip in good order, having, as I aftérwards found out, convinced the
enemy that I intended ,at,t,apkin(’;ig by that way. I regret to say, however, that. oné of-
the Surveyors’ Scouts wis killed, having been shot through the head whilelying with * *
the rest of his troop in a bluff on our loft. . On regaining the camp I ‘was much
annoyed at finding that, owing to a misconception of my orders, the advanced parties
‘had not, as I directed, been sent forward to hold the regained position and press for-
ward, as I drew the enemy from their right by my feint, but I am néw inclined to
thiuk that it was a fortunate thing that they had not, for I believe the total silence
and absence of fire from my left only strengthoned the belief of the enemy tbat I
~was going to attack from the prairie ground. Aftor the men had had their dinners
they were moved down to take up the old positions and press'on. Two companies
. of the Midland, 60 men in all, under Lieut.-Col. Williams, wero extended on the left
" . and moved up to the cemetery, and the Grenadiers, 200 strong, uuder Col. Grassett,
" prolonged the line to the right beyond the church, the 90th being in support. The
. Midland and Grenadiers, led by Licut.-Cols, Williams.and Grassett, the whole led by
Lieut.-Col, Straubenzie, in command of the brigade, then dashed forward with a cheer,
and drove the enomy out of the pits in front of the- cemetory and the ravine to the
- right of it, thus clearing the angle at the turn of the. river, During all this time a
heavy fire was kept up from the other side of the river, which annoyed-our advance.
This was kept down as wo best could by a few of the Midland Regiment in pits on the
bauk of theriver, and one company of the 90th Regiment wae sent to support Lieat.-Col.
Williams on the extreme lefl. The Midland Regiment and Grenadiers kept pushing
on gallantly, led by Cols. Straubenzie, Williams and Grassett, until they held the edge
of tho blufts surrounding the left part of the plain where the houses wero. Jast
before this 2 most promising young officer, Lieut. Fitch, of the Grenadiers, was killed
- At this period one of the Winnipeg Battery guns was got into position where it could® -
shell tho houses on the plain, but after two or three rounds it was disabled, and a gun * .
from “ A” Battery took its place and fired a few rounds, but not much damage was
done, as the houses wore not brick or stone, During this time I advanced tho S0th,
50 as to prolong the lire of attack; and eventually brought down the Surveyors’
. Scouts, Boulton’s Mounted Infantry and French's Scouts, and dismounting, still further .
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prolonged the lino on the right, Tho Gatling was now ordered up in front of the:
90tb, to tako the houses in flank, which was gallantly done by Licut. Rivors, “A *
battery, and Capt. Howard, and after a fow volleys a genoral advanco was made,
with rattling cheers, and tho whole of the houses were taken, the prisoners released,.
and the position virtually captured. It was at this period that the late lamented
Ca%t. Fronch was killed by a shot from the ravine, while looking out of the window
at Batoche’s house, This officer’s loss was koeenly felt and mourned by tho whole-
force. He had been with the forco from the commencement, and ho was always
i ready for tho front, and his cheerfulness and good humor was proverbial, and bad &
eheorfal effect on tho whole camp. I had already brought Capt. French’s name to
your notice in terms of strong commendation, A company of Grenadiers was sent
along tho river on our left up to tho houso of the rebel Champagne, and a company of
the 90th was sont. well forward on the right, as a few desultory shots were fired from
\a ravine there, and by evening all firing ceased, and I sent up to the camp for the
men's blankets and food, and we bivouacked for the night around the buildings, We
found a large camp of women and children, natives and half-breeds, on the bank.
of the river %o!ow Batoche’s house and a good many camped round our bivouac for
tho night, some remaining whore thoy were,© On inspecting tho sccne of action:
after it wag over, 1 was astonished at the strength of the position.and at the '
ingonuity and ¢are displayed in the construction of the rifle pits, a good idea of'
which can be gained by reference to one of the sketches by Capt. Haig, RE.,
© AQMG, forwarded herewith,  In and around these pits were found blankets,
trousors, coats, shirts, boots, shoes, food, oil, Indiap articles of sleep, one or two-
damaged shot-guns and one good rifle, It was evident that a detachment ofd_robels o
i+ “bad lived in these, pits, (ﬁiy and night, and:it was ‘easily. utiderstood,, by dn -
. inspection of theni, how perfectly safe the holders of these pits were from-the fire of
our rifles, and especially from' the Gatling and artillery. Thess pits were also
judiciously placed, as regards repelling a front attack, bat by attacking their right
{which was their weakest point) and driving it in, we turned and took in reverse all
their entrenchments, along tho edge of tho prairie ground, and thus caused a route
which ended in a sauve qui peut. As it was getting dark, and my men were tired.
{  out, Idid not attempt to pursue. We found 21 of the rebels dead on the ground in-
the vicinity of the houses and- 2 dead men on the river bank below the cemetery,.
algo b wounded, of whom 2 wero belonging to Riel’s Council, two of whom were
also amongst the killed. I regret to say that.as far as I can learn Riel and Dumont
- bavo escaped, having gone off together, on -our gaining the clear ground of the- -
¢ sottlement, but I shall follow them up-as soon as % learn the direction they have-
+ . taken, which at present is a matter of doubt, some saying that they have crossed the
! - river émd others that they had not.” I myself am inclined to think they have not
- crossed. . Lo
13th May,—The half-breeds were continually coming in with white flags to give-
themselves and their arms up, some by themselves and some with- the priests. I’
have a list of the worst of the rebels, and I dismissoed those not in it, with a caution
" toreturn to their houses, and a warning that if hereafter any charge is brought-
against thom they are liable to bo arrested. I have now 13 prisoners, two of them
being members of «Ricl’s Council. I may remark here that among Riel’s prisoners
released by us was a half-breed who looked like a white man, by name" Albert Monk-

)

man. He stated that he had been made prisoner by Riel, because he suspected he

was getting disaffected, which - he said was the ease, But I recoived evidence which
80 clearly showed that this man was deeply committed. to the rebellion, and that his
change of idea originated most probably from discovering that ho was on the wrong
_ side, that I arrested him also, Heard this afternoon that Riel and Dumont were on
this side of the river. The Catholic priest reported this morning the following loss
of the rebels in the four days’ fighting:— . ' _ : o
1st day, 4 killel and 5 wounded; 2nd day, 2 wounded; 3rd day, 3 wounded ; 4th
day, 47 killed, 163 wounded.  Total, 51 killed and 173 wounded. ‘ :
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May 14th,—Marched for Lepine's Crossing. Having halted for dinner, I reccived
4nformation that Riel was somewhere in the vicinity, so determined to make for
=Gu:;lrdapni or Short's Crossing, which was some miles nearer, and camp for the
night, : .

May 15th.—I sent out parties of mounted men, under Major Boulton, toscour the
woods. In the aftornoon two scouts—Armstrong and Hourie —who had been sent out
with Boulton and had moved away by thomselves, came upon Riel, who gave himself
up, producing my letter to him, in which I summoned him to surrender and promised
2o protect him until his case was considered by the Canadian Government. The scouts
Brought him into my camp and I made a prisoner of him, as you are aware. Before ke
bringing 1o your notice the conduct of the whole force, and the names of those offi-
<ers whoee duties during those four days, on account of their rank or appointment,
necessarily brought them more prominently under my personal notice, 1 would here

“beg to bo allowed, in justice to the gallant little force under my command, to draw
attontion to its actual strength and weapons, about which there seems to be some
strange misconcoption, not only in the English press, but even in that of the Domin-

fon. - ln one of the English papars I am ropresented - as having been waiting at Fish

Creelk for reinforcements, of having asked for 1,500 more men, and as having been
reinforced by the Midland Regiment, and as havin% fought with 1,000 men, and arms .
‘superior to the enemy. The real facts of the case being as follows : I was waiting at
Fish Creek, as you know, to get rid of my wounded and get oats up, and not for
‘reinforcements, Only 100 men of the Midland Regiment reached mo then, under
Lieut.-Col. Williams, and as I had lost, killed and wounded, nearly 60 mon, and had
to put 35.men on ‘beard the ¢ Northcote,” my actual reinforcement was 5 men. As

-« regards the actual number of men engaged out of my total force of 724 officers and
* tmeh, owing to haying to.leave 100 med-to protect. my camp, leavin wounded ‘and -

_sick men, cooks, ammunition carriers, assistants to ambulances, &c., I was only able
10 bring 495 mon into the engagement, and this included the artillery and Gatling,
xvhich, owing to the nature of the position, were not able to-do so much damage as
the infantry. So that with about 400 men we drove, with heavy loss, a force of-

. {taking the lowest estimation) 600 half-breeds and Indians, many of them armed.
with long range rifles, and who were considered the finest and best. prairie fighters -
in the country, out of astrong position, carcfully selected and entrenched by them-
celves. After this I need say no more concerning the conduct, during the engagoment,
of the whole force. From my second in commsnd, Lieut.-Col. Straubenzio, T received

.every assistance, and on the 12th his leading of his brigade was beyond praise. Lieut.-
Col. Houghton, D.A.G.,showed great coolness under fire, and was in command of the
zaroba during the action of the 12th., Capt. Haig, R.E, my A.Q.M.G., was.very

_useful to me, and cool under fire; he is & most energetic and willing officer, and has.

" been of much service to-mo all along, especially in - rendering the zareba safe from
4he enemy’s dropping fire, and all other work  requiring an. engineer's knowledge,
Lieut.Col. Lord Melgund, who was my chief of the Staff for some time, was also of
great servico while with me,on the 9th. Capt. Young, of the Winnipeg Field.

Battory, Brigade Major, has done most excellent service throughout the campaign,

sud is deserving of great praise for the way in. which he performed his staff duties.
1 solected him to take charge of Riel from the time he surrendered, and while he
was in camp Capt. Young slept in tho tent with him, and afterwards conveyed him
safoly to Regina, My A.D.C,, Lieut. Freor, 38th Regiment, *“ B” Company, School
of Infantry Tnstruction, deserves great praise for the way in which he performed his
duties while continually exposed to the fire of the enemy. I have already brought.
to your notice the gallant way in which he went to assist in withdrawing a wounded
mman under tho fire of the enemy. The conduct of Lieut.-Cols, Montizambert,
commanding artillery, Williams, commanding Midland Rogiment, Lieut.Col.-
Grassott, commanding Grenadiers, and Major McKeand, commanding 90th Regi-

_ment, was everything I could wish, Lieut.-Col. Williams and Liout.-Col. Grassett

came prominently to my notice, from the %8.“80(’4 way in which they led and checred
their men on the left, rush by rush, unti

N

they gained the houses on tho plain, the
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former- having commenced the rush. The field officors of the different infantry .
regiments, Majors Smith and Hughes, Midland ; Major Dawson, Grenadioers, and Major
Boswell «nd Acting Major and Adjt. Buchan, 90th Regiment, are equally to bo com-
mended for their behavior on this and the other days. Major Smith, ¢ C” Company,
Infantry School Corps, was doing excellont work on board tho “ Northcoto,” undor
very trying circumstances, ably assisted by my other A.D.C., in spite of his wonnd,
and Mr, Bedson, a3 will bo seen by Major Smith's report. Major Jarvis, command-
. dng Winnipeg Field Battory, and Capt. Drury, A" Battery, two guns, did excellent,
servico during tho four days’ work, as well as the Gatling, under Licut. Rivers, « A"
Battery, in fighting which arm Capt. Howard, late United States army, the instruc-
tor in tho use of tho weapon, showed great gallantry and cool courage.” Capt. Poters,
-as usual, was well to the front, covering the guns with the dismounted portion of *A*
Battery. Lieut. Disbrowe, attached to “ A" Battery, whom I placed in charge of the
ammaunition, from the commencoment of the march, was particularly usefal, and
deserves great praise Major Boulton, commanding the Mounted Infantry, who is an
-excollent officer, full of resources, and who has-bcon of the greatost service to me
from the timo he joited my force, displayed his usual coolness and courage, and on_
tho 12th was of great use - on tho right, by the. way he_disposed and led his men,
. Qapt. Dennis, commanding the Surveyors’ Scouts, did excellont service, and deserves
groat praise for tho way iu which he handled his men. Capt. Freuch, commanding
scouts, whose loss we all deeply deplore, displayed his usual dash and courage.
‘Great praise is due to Brigado Surgeon Orton and his sabordinates, for the excellent
way in which tho attendanco and care of the wounded men was carrvied out, -

~ Thanks are algo due to the Rev, D, M. Gordon, of the Presbyterian Church, who
.. joined the 90th at Fish Creek camp; and was with them during the fighting at
" "Batoche, and to the Rev. C..C. Whitcombe, Church of England, who joined the

Grenadiers on thdtl(ith'c'f‘of May, for their attention to tho spiritual wants of the - ‘

wounded and the rest of the troops, I forward herewith sketches of the position by
Capt. Haig, RE., my A.Q.M.G. _ : S
. . I have the honor to be, Sir,
T Your obedient servant,
T ) FRED. MIDDLETON,. ‘ o
_ S . Major Gen, Com. N, W, Field Force.
Hon, J. P, R, A, CaroN, : - A
A Minister of Militia, Ottawa. E
North-West Field Férce under General Middleton, C. B.—Return 'of officers and men
killed during the attack on Batoche, from 9th to 12th May, inclusive. :
L e _ 24th May, 1885,
-Corps.. : Ranks and Names. - Cause of Death. Remerks. "

“#A" Battery.......... Gr. Wm. Phillips.......... Gun shot woand:.ccesersece 9th May,
10th Grenadiers, ..... Lieut. W, Fitch..c.eeaees’s do - ececeensress 12th May,
© . do " eseees. Pte. T. Moore..cceesseees - . -do essaveseness - Ith May,
-90 Battalion. .......... Pte. R. R, Hardisty.,.,. do eesesesssss 10th May,

: . do - ewssss Pto, James Fraser....... - do .eeeeee.o 12th Moy,

- Boulton’s Infantry... Capt. E.J. Brown...... do - seesssss 12th May,
Scouts.teersesr enesaesess Capt. John French....... . do- eveveseasess 12th May,
Intelligence Corps..... Lieat, A. W, Kippen.... do iceeeereeee. 12th May,

- &ecapitulation—2, 9th May -

do . 1,10th do
do- 5 12th do | S
Total.isw.e 8. | ' 'E. A. GRAVELEY, Brigade Surgeon. -
L "FRED., MIDDLETON, Major General, .
- Commanding North-West Field Force.



