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NO 3 o  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IHOHSDAY,?JANOAHY-8,1959:'jSi

THE OEPOSIIOHS OF THE Two TRUNKS CONTAINING POLISH ART-. TREASOPES,;}
'wHICH HAO BEEN ON, DEPOSIT-IN THE BANK- OF MONTREAL IN OTTAWA,HAVE o

SIONIEIED THEIR WILLINGVESS TPAT THE Two TRUNKS BE' DEL IVERED TO A
REPRESENTATIVE OF. THE POLISH INSTITUTIONS TO WHICH THEY: BELONc FOR
RETURN T0 POLAND. el et Leie e e e
o IHESE TO, TRUNKS FORN PART OF - A COLLECTION OF POLISH STATE
.ART TREASURES. THEY WERE, BROUGHT TO cANAOA FOR SAFEKFEPING IN 1940.

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE WAR, THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED GOVFRNMENT Orf__
POLAND LEARNED THAT TUO TRUNKS CONTAINING NANUSORIPIS AND TREASURES
'OF IHE FORNEH ROYAL HOUSE OF POLAND HAD “BEEN DEPOSITED IN THE VAULTS |
oF" THE BANK OF MONTREAL ON wwLLINGTON STREET IN OTTANA. THE DEPOSITORS
WERE. NH SWIERZ-ZALESKI, FORMERLY DIRECTOR OF THE STATE cOLLECTION_OF”’
THE wAWEL PALACE' IN CRACOW, AND KR POLKOWSKI. - o I'
- ATTEHPTS DURING THE FOLLOWING YEARS BY REPRESENIATIVES OF THE
POLISH GOVERNMENT TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF THE TVO TRUNKS wERF N
UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE THE APREEMENT oF 'BOTH DEPOSITORS COULD NOT BE
_SECUHEO. MR SNIrRz-ZALESKI SUBSEOUENILY RFTURNFD To POL AND,’ WHERF
.HE DIED, - . ' | _
" LAST DECEMBER FOUR POLISH PQﬂFFSSORS REPRESENTING POLISH STATE
MUSEUMS aND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS CAME TO OTTAVA TO EXANINE wITH*
THE SURVIVING CO- DEPOSITOR, KR POLKOWSKI, THE TREASURES - IN THF BANH:

VAUI.T IN O0TTAWA TO ASCERTAIN THEIR STATE OF PRESERVATION, ONE OF THF‘

FOUR PRCW'SSORS, DR SZABLOWSKI, HAD THF NECESSARY POWERS OF ATTORNEY :

o_oo? o '



cDw .

ON EXAPINATION OF THE TREA°UPF° IT WAS DUVD THAT,”HILr THFY HAD
Y

SUFFER’D N SFRIOUS DANAGE, THEY WERE IN NHED OF VXPERT ATTWNTIONb
Ih ORDER TO FAKE POSSIBLE THE N"CE%SA?Y PRFSFRVATION MR POLYOW;KI
AND DR SZABLOWSKI AGREED TAAT THV TWO TRUNKS SHOULD BF UITHDRAUN
FRON THE BAN S VAULTS AND RVTURN°D 0 POLANno,."

SUCC“SSIVF CANADIAN GOVFRVMWNTS AT ALL TIMFS HAVW TAKEN THVTE'

’Vltw THAT IN ADMITzING THE TREASUFES TO CANADA, THEY ASSUNWD NO

RESPCNCIBILLTY FOR THEP.:THE DIFrICULTY CONCVRNIAG THFIR WITHDRAWAL

'_uAs “ssm TIALL\' om: OF ‘?STABLISHING L‘?GAL TITLE_, _AND NOT 0\1#"_ T0.

mzch ThE cmmmm Govwnm. T_ was A PARTY.'




