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REP,RESENTATIVE OF, THE P.OLISH INSTITUTIONS TO WHICH THEY-BELONG FOR ~

SIGNIFIED THEIR WILLINGNESS TNAT THE TWO TRUNKS. BE DELIVERED TO A

k'H ICH . HAD BEEN ON DEPOSIT- IN THE BAN K- OF MONTREAL IN OTTAWA, HAV E

THE DEPOSITORS OF THE TWO TRUNKS CONTAINING :POLISH ART T,REASURF.S ,

RETURN TO. POLAND.

FORr; PART COLLECTION' ~ OF : POLIS H

ART TREASURES. . THEY ., WERE .BROUGHT :_ TO CAti , ADA FOR . SAFEKEEPIN G

ST AT E

IN . 1 940 .

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE WAR9 THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED GOVERNMEN T

POLAND LEARNED THAT TWO TRUNKS CONTAINING NANUSCRIPT S

OF THE FORNER ROYAL HOUSE OF POLAND HAD ; BEEN . DEPOSITED I N

OF THE BANK OF MONTREAL ON WELLINGTON STREET IN OTTAWA
.`: TH E

WERE M R SWIERZ-ZALESKI, FOMERLY DIRECTOR OF THE STAT E

THE -WAWEL, PALACE' IN CRACOW, AND .-MR ; POLKOWSKI . .

POLISH GOVERNMENT TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF THE TWO TRUNKS WER E

ATTENPTS DURING THE FOLLOWING YEARS BY REPRESENTATIVE S

UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE THE AGREENENT OF BOTH DEPOSITORS COULD N

SECURED . h;R, SWI'ERZ-ZALESKI SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNED TO POLAN D

. HE DIED .'

LAST DECEMBER'FOUR POLISFi P4r!FFSSORS RFPRFSENTING POLISH

OT BE

MUSEUMS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS CAME TO OTTAWA TO EXAMINE : WITH '

THE SLlRV IV IN G C0-DEPOSITOR, MR POLKOWSKI, THE TREASURES IN TH E

VAULT IN OTTAWA TO ASCERTAIN THEIR STATE OF PRESERVATION . ONE ' OF. ;TH E

FOUR PRCFESSORS, DR SZABLOWSK I, H AD THE N ECESSARY POWERS . OF _ ATTORNEY .



ON EXAr:INATION OF THE TREA4URFÇ IT WAS FOUND THAT9'4HILr THEY HA n

SUFFERED NO SERIOUS DAM AGE, THEY WERE IN NEED OF EXPERT ATTENTIONo '

Ih ORDER TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE NECESSARY PRESERVATION, MR POLYOWSK I

AND DR SZABLOWSKI AGREED T'riAT THÇ TWO TRUNKS SHOUL D

FRGM THE BANK'S VAULTS AND .RETURtIçD TO POLANn o

VIEW THAT IN ADMITT ING THE TREASURES TO, CANADA,

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE I~ e THE DIFFICULTY CONCFRNI N G THFIR WITHDRA' ► A L

WAS . ESSEr:TIALLY ONE OF ES T

SUCC ESSIV.E CAh - AD IAN GOVFFi~1hiENT S

ABLISHING


