Pages Missing



Derby Plug Smoking Tobaceo, 5,20 & 20c Plugs | 01d Chum Cut Smokes Cool and Sweet, Tryit, »

/WZMM/ (razelite

Successor to the Canadian Militia Gazette.

VOL. 1X,
No. 7.

MONTREAL, APRIL 1, 1804.

Subscription $2.00 Yearly.
Single Copies 10 cents,

THE CANADIAN

MIiILITARY (GAZETTE,

(Successor to the Canadian Militia Cazette.)
Estavuisuep 1885,

PUBLISHED AT MONTREAL
ON THE
1st and 18th of each Month.

DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THE
MILITARY FORCES OF CANADA,

SUBSCRIPTION:

Canada and the United States, per annum, « $2.00
Great Brit in, Ircland and Postal Union

Countries, 108 6d. stg.
Single Copies, = = - « « « -« -« <« - 10 cents

2 5+ Subscriptions arc in every instance payable
in advance, and the publishers request the ))vor of
prompt remittance.

By~ Unpaid accounts are subject to sight draft,

Remittances should be made by post- ifice order
or registered letter.  No respousibility is assured for
sabscriptions paid to agents, and it is best to remit
direct.

The date when the subscription expires is on the
address label of each paper, the change of which toa
subscquent date becomes a receipt for remittance,
No otlw' receipt is sent unless requested.

ImgezGiate notice should be given of any delay or
failure in the receipt of the GazerTE,

No attention is paid to anonymous communications,
but the wishes ol) contributors as to the use of their
names will be scrupulously regarded.

All communications and remiuances should be ad-
dressed to the editor, P. O, Box 1931, Montreal,

——
1894.

[P p———

MONTREAL, APRIL 1,

ABOUT OURSELVES

Readers of the MiLiTArRY GAZETTE
will remark an improvement in the
appearance and general make-up of
the paper this number. We feel con-
fident that the improvement will be
generally appreciated, and that the
continued support of our readers will
enable us to carry other improvements
we have in view. We are constantly
receiving encouraging communications
complimenting us on the work we are
doing for the miliia, and we shall
continue to do the best we can. We
would remind members of the forces
that the more generous support we
receive from them the more interest-

ing and useful will our journal be
made,

Notg and Comumgent.

Military men throughout Canada
will be glad to learn that the failure
of the wholesale furrier firm of John
Martin & Co. will not in the least
afiect the military outfitting business
carried on with such conspicuous
success by the firm for so many years.
The military outfitting business is go-
ing on as usual, and will be consider-
ably extended in the immediate future.

If hope deferred maketh the heart
sick, there must be a good many badly
affected organs beating under the
jackets of the ofticers of the militia
force, who have been looking forward
to receiving the volunteer service
decoration. It was announced ovcra
year ago that the decoration was to
be given to officers in the Canadian
militia service, but that is all that has
been heard about it. It will be re-
called that at the time the matter was
broached the MiLiTARY GAZETTE took
exception to the granting of the same
decoration as granted to British volun-
teers, taking the ground that either a
special decoration for the Canadian
militia should be instituted, or else
the decoration proposed to be granted
to the B.itish militia given to the
Canadian militiamen qualified to re-
ceive. We still irmly adhere to this
opinion ; but something should have
been heard officially about the matter
in the meantime.

Talking of decorations recalls to
memory the agitation some years back
in favor of securing a medal or some
other recognition of the services per-
formed by the militia in repelling the
Fenian raids, The deputation that
went to Ottawa were promised that if
the Imperial Government refused to

institute a medal that the Dominion
Government would consider the ques-
tion of doing something to recognize
the services of the militia on the oc-
casion in question. Has not the Do-
minion Government had its consider-
ing cap on long enough to have de-
cided the matter by this time ?

Attention should be given to the
devising of some scheme for stopping
a most aggravating system of wasting
public money in connection with the
schools of military instruction, Many
men attend these schools, especially
during the winter course, for the sake
of the pay, and care no more about
obtaining certificates than they do
about the occult sciences. The coun-
try goes to the expense of keeping
and paying these attached men for the
sake of giving them instruction in
military work. If they will not try
to benefit by the instructions they
should be made examples of, either
by stopping their pay or by imprison-
ment. To give an idea of how de-
termined some men are to show that
they do not attend the schools to try
and learn anything it might be stated
that it often happens that when the
theoretical examinations take place
some men merely fold up the questions
and return thcm to the examiners
without making any attemptto answer
one question. One genius at one of
the schools made a humorous attempt
to answer one question out of twenty
in the paper on military law. The
question was: ‘ By what laws are the
Militia of Canada governed?” ‘The
sage reply being: ¢ The laws of Gen-
eral Herbert, the Commandant and
the Sergeant-Major.” Meantime Com-
manding Officers can check this abuse
of the school system by refusing to
recommend for courses men who are
not really anxious and competent to
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learn. The recommending of loafers
for admission to a military school is
purely and simple a swindle.

Some months ago we appealed to
our readers to send to this office col-
lections of maple leaves to be sent to
the Royal Canadian Regiment, now
stationed at Deesa, India, for the men
to wear in their caps next Dominion
Day. There were some replies to our
appeal at the time, and we desire all
intending contributors to send in their
leaves at once, as they have to travel
a long distance before Dominion Day.

Among many other letiers approv-
ing of our little scheme is one from
an officer of the Royal Canadians,
who writes : “ Like very many others,
I have read with the deepest interest
in the columns of your paper of the
patriotic interest taken by Canadians
in their corps, the ¢Old Hundredth
Royal Canadians,’ in providing that all
ranks of the regiment may wear maple
leaves in their helmets regularly every
Dominion Day. I can but re-iterate
that such interest is very greatly ap-
preciated by all connected with the
corps ; but I think you will agree that
a more lasting and further stride should
be taken, which all Canadians would
assuredly  dorse, and that is that
the Royai Cai:acdians should wear on
its uniform and appointments, etc.,
the beaver and maple leaf, and thus
commemorate and evermore promi-
nently bring to view, in whatever part
of the world its officers and meg may

chance to serve, its famous and never

to be forgotten origin.”

——

‘Most assuredly we agree with our
correspondent, and it must be gratify-
ing to Canadians to find that the pres-
ent officers of the Royal Canadians
are so proud of their regiment. Our
conespondent add- : ¢ At present the
only badge worn by the regiment on
the collar of its uniform is the Prince
of Wales’ plume. It is quite super-
fluous for me to say that the intro-
duction of such unmique and most dis-
tinctive badges as the beaver and
maple leaf, in addition to the Prince
of Wales' plume, would be hailed
with enthusiasm and more than proud-

ly worn by all ranks of the Royal
Canadians.”

Now here is a chance for the Do-
minion House of Parliament now in
session assembled to show that Can-
ada still takes an interest in 1ts own
regiment in the Imperial service. It

may surprise many who are interested
in the regiment to hear that the beaver
is not worn as a badge, nor is it borne
on the regimental colors at present.
The maple leaf is worn in combina
tion with the Prince of Wales’ plume
in the centre of the helmet plates, but
it is so small as to be practically in-
visible. Itis also worn on the sword-
belt clasps of the officers, but as it is
interwoven with a laurel wreath the
maple leaves are greatly hidden. It
is also burne on the colors of the
regiment. The Prince of Wales’

plume is worn and borne on every-
thing.

Why should not Canada ask that
her historic badges be worn once and
for all on the uniforms of the regiment
she raised and equipped, and that the
beaver be also borne on the colors?
In order to make the Canadian badges
more diStinctive they should be ar-
ranged thus :—The beaver and maple
leaf should be worn on the collars of
the uniforms of all ranks in the place
of the Prince of Wales’' plume ; the
beaver should be borne on the regi-
mental colors in addition to the Prince
of Wales’ plume and the maple leaf,

The changes would do good in
many ways. They would link up
afresh the regiment with Canada more
closely afterall these years; they would
make the Royal Canadians more dis-
tinctive than ever as the only corps
in the whole British army bearing
colonial badges and a colonial title ;
and above all, they would tend to
foster a soldierly bond between the
regular regiment and the Canadian
militia. The move in the matter to
be at ail powerful and effective must
emanate from Canada. We start the
ball rolling, who will help it along ?

There have been a few straggling
questions bearing upon the militia
brought up in the Dominion House
so far this season, but they have not
been productive of much good result.
The trouble is that the service mem-
bers and othsr honororable gentlemen
interested in the welfare of the mili-
tia make no serious attempt to act in
concert and to carry out a general
scheme of militia improvement or
re-organization. They have their own
ideas and hobbies, and hammer away
at those, and the government simply
ignores them, and the policy of throw-
ing public money away goes bravely
on. It is a pity that the friends of
the militia at Ottawa do not follow the
2 . 5 L e i .

example of the service members in
the Imperial Honse of Commons, and
hold a caucus to determine upon some
general scheme of service reform.
Were the friends of the militia force
in both houses at Ottawa to unite in
some such way as this they would at
once make themselves felt, and the
militia force would receive in Parlia-
ment and at the Privy Council table
the consideration it stands so dread-
fully in need of.

The absurdities of the present sys-
tem of selecting officers for the per-
manent corps and schools of military
instruction by favoritism are con-
stantly bobbing up serenely. Here is
one of the latest called to the atten-
tion of the writer of this column :—
There are two officers of permanent
corps at Kingston at present qualify-
ing for the commissions which they
have held for several years, and dur-
ing which time they have been sup-
posed to instruct attached officers in
the very subjects which they are try-
ing to master the :rudiments of at
Kingston.

Although the government does not
appear to be manifesting any un-
seemly haste in importing the promised
Martini-Metford rifles for the re-arm-
ment of the militia, it would appear
to be a reasonably sure thing that the
re-armament of the force has been
decided upon. So far so good ; but
the political heads of the department
must not flatter themselves with the
mistaken idea that modern iifles are
all that is needed to put the militia
force on a satisfactory footing so far
as equipment is concerned. An almost
complete outfit of accoutrements for
the force is as necessary as new rifles.
Apart from the permanent corps,
there is not a regiment in Canada
which could keep the field for three
days. A fair proportion of the waist
b:lts are in good order, thanks to the
carec of the militiamen themselves,
but that is really about all that the
militia corps have in the way of ac-
coutrements that can be depended
upon.

Some of the crack city regiments
have provided water bottles and over-
coat straps at their own expense, and
a few have been fortunate enough to
wheedle a complete equipment of
haversacks out of the departmental
stores. There are a few old canvas
knapsacks knocking about in some of
the armories, but their day of useful-
nsss was gone before they were dis-

-
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carded by the Imperial troops after
the Crimean war. Still, some of these
old boxes were served out to the mili-
tia called out at the time of Riel's
little shindy, but it was realized that
it would subject them to too severe a
test to have them worn on the march,
and they had to be carried in wag-
gons. Then the other Crimean relics,

the clumsy old cartridge boxes and
absurd little bags are equally anti-
quated and rotten. Thanks to rotten
leather and ripped seams every battle-
field in the Northwest was thickly
sewn with unused cartridges, and one
could almost follow a force marching
across the prairie by the cartridges
dropped on the trail from broken
cartridge boxes. The provision of a
complete new outfit of accoutrements
for the militia is ar immediate and
very J-ressing necessity.

The question of federating the
armed forces of the Empire is be-
coming a live question in the British
service papers. The Broad Arrow
of arecent date said :—

‘“The military federation of the forces
of the Empire is su important matter
which i8 revived by Colonel E. R. Drury,
of the Queensland Defence Force, in a
letter to the Times. The subject has
often been diccussed, but as yet little or
nothing has been done to give it real effect,
It ie & big question, but there should be
vo diffizulty in drawiog closcr the bonds
of race and ceotiment which happi'y still
keep the Colonies close to the heart of the
mother country. Some years ago an arti-
cle appenred in the Army ond Navy Maga-
zine, which went so far as to advocate the
extension of the Territorial System to the
Colonies, and the writer would have liked
to see the Leinster Regiment resume en-
tirely and solely.its original title of  The
Royal Canadians,” with headquarters in
Cavaia, and recruite raiced there for Im-
perisl service. S:milarly, regiments could
be formed in our other Colonial posses-
sione; and with a South African Regi-
rent, or a New Z-aland Regiment, or
Queensland, New South Wales or Vie-
torian Regiments, we could indeed show
an [mperial Regular Army, backed up by
8 host of auxiliarier, which would place
the Britieh Empire in a position of
streogth beyond all doubt.

“ Whether we shall ever see these ad-
vauced views carried into effect or not,
there app-ars to bs no reason why come-
thing, a8 Col, Drury pleade, should not be
done to weld all our forces into one Im-
perial Army, sed similarly our naval
forces into an Imperial Navy. It is true
that after all it must of necessity te
largely a matter of senliment, but pations
are governed by sentiment, and it is this
feeling of unity, bound by the ties of blood
sod brotherbood, which should be en-
couraged in our empire ae tendivg Lo en-
sure our future Imperial welfare. Col.
Drury ie hopeful that the problem ie ca-
pable of easy eolution, and eays eo in
words which dieplay a right loyal epirit:—

* Nothing need be changed ; precedence
relative rank, and command v';ould con:
tinue unaltered. Each eelf governing col-
ony would exercise the same control over
its forces as at present. Bat 8 bond of
un.on, & brotherhood of arms, would be
creat. d that might prove of inestimable
value in the bhour of danger if the mother
couotry were 10 cajl upon her sons through-
Out the world to u3hold her causs and pre-

Scryve Lhe integrit AT
domipions," grity of her wiZely-roattered

News of the Servige.

Note,—Qur readers are respectfully requested to
contribute to this department all items of Military
News affecting their own corps, districts or friends,
coming under their notice. ithout we are assisted
in this way we cannot make this department as com-
plete as we would desire. Remember that all the
doings of every corps are of general interest through-
out the entire militia force. You can mail a large
package of manuscript, so !ong as not enclosed in an
envelope, for one cent. At any rate, forward copies
ol'g'out local papers with all references to your corps
and your comrades. Address,

EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE
P.O. Box, 387, Montreal, Que.

Toronto.

The Evening Telegram says :—No
one seems to know the principle on
which the first and second in com-
mand of the Canadian Bisley (once
Wimbledon) team of riflemen are ap-
pointed. The nomination rests ‘vith
the president of the Dominion Rifle
Association, who has succeeded in
generally appointing in ccamand of
the team those who, f::m a rifle-
shooting point of view, have no claim
to the position. There have been
one or two notable ¢xceptions, suck
as Colonels Otter and Gibson, who
were as successful s they were worthy.
In the majority ~€ cases they have
been political fizareheads. The sec-
ond position, and the most important
one from a shooting standpoint, has
for several years fallen on a capable
man, but strange to say, he has always
been of the correct shade of politics.
Officers who have devoted much time
and money to the furtherance of rifle
shooting, but who vote ¢ agin’ the
Government,” complain that they
have no show for the coveted posi-
tion. They say, and surely with much
force, that a3 the money for the ex-
penses of the team is voted from the
public coiters, there should be no
distinction made as regards politics.
It seer:s strange to anyone that poli-
tics should enter for a moment into
miliiary matters of any kind. They
dc, however,

At a recent meeting of one of the
city corps the question of cheaper
street railway transport for volunteers
in uniform was discussed One of
the chief causes of slim parades was
stated to be the distance travelled
and time lost by the men in coming
to and going from drill. This was
stated to be particularly the case with
those whose business is not over till
six o’clock, and who live a long way
from their work. A

It was argued that as the police
ride free, and that as the street rail-
ways are as likely to need the assist-
ance of the troops in the case of
trouble as that of the police, some
special rate of travel should be grant-
ed them.

The idea appears very feasible. A
cheap ticket might be issued to be
used only by volunteers in uniform,
or, as was mentioned at the meeting
referred to, the company might assess
the different corps according to their
strength, and thus save the conductors
the trouble of collecting tickets as
well as the cost of the same. The
uniform would be the ticket.

The usual neat appearance of our
volunteers would not detract from -
the appearance of the cars, and any-
thing that will produce a good feel-
ing between the Street Railway Com-
pany and the volunteers who are
brought into close contact with them
in their marches through the streets,
must have a salutary effect on both.
Besides, our militiamen who give up
their time for nothing, are deserving
of any compliment that may be paid
them,

As chairman of the recent meeting
of the Canadian Military Institute, at .
which Col. Lindsay read his paper on
“Rural Battalions,” Col. Mason, of
the Royal Grenadiers, stated that if
the country wished to improve the
militia system, more attention should
be paid to the schools. The public
schools of Toronto are the recruiting
grounds for its regiments. Sixty per
cent. of the Queen’s Own learned the
‘“‘ goose step,” the “salute” and the
‘“present” at the public and high
schools of the city, and this accounts
for the efficiency of that regiment.
Not only did the boys receive their
rudiments of drill at these schools,
but the military spirit instilled into
their young minds never left them,
and they became soldiers in mind as
well as in body. The same principle
would apply to every school section in
the province. The government might
provide on a small scale, arms, ac-
coutrements and instruction in drill
to every school in the Doiainion, by
dividing a little of the money that is
now being wasted on the majority of
the rural battalions. If to this were
added a small amount of target
practice—a source of great delight to
boys—many thousands of dollars that
are wasted in ammunition at the va-
rious camps of instruction would be
saved. The commanding officer of
the Royal Grenadiers knows what he
is talking about,

The “ma1rch out” through the prin-
cipal streets of the city the second
week in March of the regular Infan-
try, stationed at Stanley barracks, re-
minded the citizens of the good old
days of the 17th, 3oth or 47th Regi-
ments of the line. It was no uncom-
mon occurrence to meet a battalion of
£.c men out for their morning exer-
cise along the roads leading to and
from the city. The chief feature,
however, was the splendid band, and
in this respect the recent parade was
greatly lacking. The music was sup-
plied by the bugle band, and was very
fair.

The “march” was carried out un-
der the new regulations, and many
were surprised at the strange ap-
pearance of the men asthey moved
in single rank and column of sec-
tions. The arms and accoutrements
appeared to be in the best of order,
showing in this respect a good ex-
ample to our own red coats, Fre-
quent outings of this kind are heartily
welcomed by the citizens, who are in-
clined to think that Col. Otter and
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Col. Tumbull keep their forces too
close to the barracks.

Col. Turnbull, of the Dragoons,
sets the speed with his military “ turn
out.” His “tiger” is a revelation to
ordinary infantry men.

-Captain Chambers, Adjutant of the
6th Fusiliers, Montreal, and North-
west war correspondent under Gen.
Middleton, has been spending a few
days in the city.

Mr. F. ]J. Dixon, graduate of the
Royal Military College, Kingston,
has been appointed corresponding
secretary of the Canadian Miiitary
Institute, vice Major Marley, who
was elected to the Committee of Man-
agement.

As the physical training exercises
are carried out under the new regu-
lations with the rifle, the old and well-
known extension motions have been
re-introduced for the benefit of schools
and those who do not use the rifle in
their drill.

His many friends will be glad to
learn that Lieut R. C. Morris, a son
of the late Lieut.-Governor, and an
ex-pupil of the Toronto Collegiate
Institute, has been successful in the
service since graduating in the R.M.C.
He is at present serving with the
Field Artillery in Bombay, India.

Great preparations are being made
for the tournament in connection with
the opening of the new armory. The
C. O’s of the city are meeting at the
Institute regularly and discussing the
arrangements. The affair will be very
similar to the recent military display
by the old country soldiers and will
occupy the first half of Queen’s Birth-
day week.

The trouble in connection with the
new rifle ranges is again breaking out.
Colonel Otter has written to the City
Council, requesting a completion of
their promise. To carry this out will
entail upon the city a more arduous
task than at first imagined, especially
as the finances are in a low state. At
present the ranges are furnished only
up to 600 yards, and to make them
equal to modern requirements they
must provide firing accommodation
up to 1,200 yards. In the first place
this caunot be obtained on the Port
Credit site on account of the depth
of the lot, and in the second place
the cost will be very considerable.
On the old Garrison Common range
firing was carried on up to 1coo
yards, and could have been practised
up to 1,400 yards as far as space was
concerned, and naturally enough the
riflemen expect the same opportuni-
ties on the new range. As the Lake
Shore road bounds the north end of
the site. which cannot be more than
goo yards in length, the authorities
must look to the lake for extension
purposes, as crossing the road cannot
be thought of,

The ranges at present are as per-
fect as can be desired, and no fsult
can be found as far as they go. The
locality is charming, the targets are
perfect and the arrangements for mark-

ing cannot be excelled. This is unly
what might be expected on any of the
flat farms bordering the lake between
Toronto and Oakville. A good many,
however, are of the opinion that Col.
Otter, on behalf of the military, and
Chairman Score, on behalf of the
city, between them paid nearly double
what the site was worth, and that had
a fair price been given, there would
have been enough money left to put
the ranges in order without asking for
more.

During the past three monthsa class
qualifying for non-commissioned offi-
cers’ certificates, under the instruc-
tion of Drill-Sergeant Hollinger, was
held in the old Upper Canada College
building. This class was examined
last week, and the following have
been granted sergeants’ certiiicates:
C. Botsford, A company ; W, R. Lee,
A company; B. L. Monkhouse, C
company ; C. H. Phillips, G com-
pany ; James Rae, E company; D.
Rae, E company; A. C. F. Ridout,
H company ; Hugh Ritchie, H com-
pany; A. Wright, B company. The
following have been granted corporal
certificates : R. J. Bothwick, B com-
pany; J. Boyce, D company; J. C.
Hill, A company; J. W. Kirkness,
B company ; A. Mack, A company;

'J. J. McDonald, B company ; A. R.

McGregor, A company ; R. McRae,
E company ; J.]J. Maher, I company ;
C. Rowarth, D company J. Shaw, C
company ; J. Smeall, F company; J.
C. Stamin, H company; J. Tutton,

‘G company; W. E. Witt, B com-

pany.—Empire, March 16th.

A meeting of the ex-members of
the Royal Grenadiers was bheld in
Forum Hall last evening for the pur-
pose of making arrangements for the
celebration of the anniversary of the
Battle of Batoche.—Mail, March 17.

The second annual banquet of the
sergeants’ mess of the 48th High-
landers was held the night of March
16th in the Walker House, and was
a splendid success. Pipe-Major Ire-
land madc the welkin ring as he
usaered in the Haggis, and by sev-
eral selections which he gave during
the evening. Mr. T. Baker and others
enlivened the proceedings with excel-
lent songs. The toast” of * The
Queen” was honored right royally,
after which came the following toasts:
“Commanding Officers and Staff,”
responded to by Lieut.-Col. Davidson,
Majors Crossby and Macdona'd, ard
Capt. McGillivray : “ Canadian Miii-
tia,” response by Lieut.-Col. Hamil-
ton ; “ Dominion Parliament and
Lncal Legislature,” responded to by
Messrs. G. R. R. Cockburn, M.P.,
and Joseph Tait, M.P.P.; * Our
Guests,” brought up the Mayor,
Lieut -Col. Mason, Sergt. Hutchin-
son, of the First Lanzrk Rifle Volun-
teers, of Glasgow, Scotland, who ap-
peared in the handsome grey uniform
of his regiment; Capt. Stone, of the
United States anuy, and Rev. G. M.

Milligan. “ Our Brother Sergeants”
was replied o by Sergt. Hopkins, 13th
Battalion, ‘{amilton ; Sergt.-Major
Cummings, Stanley Barracks; Staff-
Sergt. Huichinson, Grenadiers ; and
Staff.-Sergt. 3Sharp, of the Dufferin
Rifles. Capi. Donald responded to
the toast of “ The Ladies.” Sergeant:
Major Robertso;: presided, and with
those who s» ably assisted in com-
pleting the arranigements deserves to
congratulated on the success of the
gathering.

- QG
Montreal.

The annual meeting of D company. Kilt
fund took place in the armorv oo Wedues-
day, the 28th March, the President Sgt
Kelly in the chair. The aopual report of
the secretary-treasurer beiog read, showed
the compauny to be in a very flourishing
condition financially, the company’s bank
book showing a very sub-tantial balance
{o their credit. The election of officera fur
the eneuiog term then took place and re-
suited a3 follows: President, Paymaster
Sergt. Jas, Kelly, unanimouely re-elected
for the fifth term; vice-president, Pipe
Sergt. Jas Clark ; socretary-treasurer,
Sergt. A. Earby, re-elected ; committee of
mavsgement, Corpls. Harbeson and G.l-
mour, Ptes. Smith, Kent and Ricketts ;
anditora, Cnl, Sergt. Crawford, Sergt.
Yardly and Pte. Woods. A hearty vote
of thuuks to (flicers for past services was
passed.

The management of the Montreal Gu-
zette, with a desire to promote r.fls sboot-
ing, has decided this year to precent five
handsome’ cups for competition amorg
the corps that cend delegates to the Mon-
treal Amalgamated Rifle ascociation,

‘namely, Montreal Battalion Garricon Ar-

tillery, Prince of Wales R-fles, Victoria
Rifles, Royal 8cots ard Sixth Fusiliera,
As the idea in presenting theee cups is to
briog more shooting men into tae fi-ld,
they are reetricted to competition among
the green or maiden shots and the higheat
nggregate scorer in the monthly rompe-
titions of the diff:rent corps, as well as tae
annual match of their respective regiments,
will be the wioner of the cup, which is to
become his abeolute property. The cups
will be handeome epecimens of the silver-
mith’s art, each one being engraved in
gold with the coat of arme of the corps to
which the winner bhelonga. The contract
for their manufacture has been given to
the firm of M¢s-ra, 8impson, Hall, Miller
& Co., and Mr. Whimby, the Jocal mav-
ager of the firm, promises that tLey will be
everything that could be desired.

Tuesday evening March 27, there was'a
large acsemblage at the Montrea! Garri<on
Ariillery armory for a triple event ; fi-at,
for the presentation of mon-commissioned
cflizers’ certificates to the euccessful ones
in the recent examinations, which were
handed them by Lt-Col. Gray, accom-
panied by many happy remarks. Tuen
fo'lowed the presentation of prize: won at
the annual shooting mstshes last summer.,

“The firet to be called up was Stafl:Sergt.

Bell, who, amid cheers, was presented by
Mrs. Cole, mother of the corps’ command-
iog offizer, with Msjor Ogilvy’s cup as the
winver of the grand aggregate in the
monthly and anuousal rustches. The other
priz 8 were presented to the luzky winners,
those presenting them being Mr. Robert
Reid, Miss R-id, Mrs. A. 1. Hubbard, Mre,
Dowsle; aod Captain Oatel'. After the
presentation I'eut.-Col. Cole and his offi.
cers beld an ‘““at home ™ and a coup'e of
hours were ¢pent very pleasantly in the
mazy dance, Among those present beside
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those mentioned above were noticed, Cap-
tain Rankin, R.8; Captain Dobbin, P. W,
R; Captain Brush, late M G.A .; Miss Far-
ley, 8t. Thoras; Miss Scott, Miss Adem,
Mies Fisher, Miss Lamplough and Messars.
Phillips, Haycock, Cole, Dowelsy and
Lockwood.
There was a jolly time at the Vicloria
Riflee’ armory Tueeday evening March
27, when Lieut.-Col. Starke aud his officers,
besides others, wished good-by to the ranks
of bachelorhood to their guest of the even-
ing, Lieut.-Col. Henshaw, Lieut.-Col.
Starke’s pred-cesror in command of the
“Vies.” Lieut.-Col. S8tarke was the chair-
mau of the affair, which took the form of
a dinner in the newly-decorated officers’
mess, and bad o his right the guest of the
evening, while amoug the others present
were Lieut.-Col. Gray, superintendent of
stores 6th military district; Lieut.-Col.
Whitehead, another of the Vice’ old C.0.%;
Lieut.-Col. Strathy, Royal Scots ; Surgeon-
Major Campbell, Royal Regiment Cana-
dian Infantry ; Majors Simme, Busteed
and Radiger, Vics.; Capt. Wm. Stanley,
and L. Sutberland, Victoria Rifles re-
serves ; Capt.Clark, Duke of Connaught
Royal Canadian Hussars; Captaine Rod-
den, Meakins, Pope, Guy, Hamilton and
Leslie, aud Lieut. A, J. Hibbard, Vics;
Lieut. Mehaiger, Queen’s Own, Toronto;
Messrs. Charies Cassile, Phil. Scott, Geo.
W. Hamilton, F. H. Green, Geo, Gillespie
G. W. McDougall, Edgar McDougall and
James Wardlow, Montreal, and J. E.
Morin, Torouto. After the inner man
bad bteen sttended to with substantials
Lieut.-Col. Starke proposed the health of
the guest of the evening, which was se-
conded by Captain W.Stan'ey, on behalf
of the reeerves, Lieut.-Colone} Henshaw
made a happy response, and eaid he had
always endeavored to do his best as a
tachelor and would endeavor to do the
eame a¢ & benedict. Other speeches and
songs took up the evening, andthe farewell
concluded with the health of the Queea.

The Victoria Rifles have accepted the
invitation of the Princers of Wales Own
Rifles (14'h bautalion), Kingston, to pay a
vigit o that cily on the Queen’s Birthday
avd psriicipate there in the celebration of
the day, one of the features of which will
be & military tournament. The Vies will
leave here on the evening of the 23rd of
of May, and besides both bande, the Maxim
gun aod its detachment will go along.

The eergeants of the Prince of Wales
R fles celebrated the Easter season by
bolding a dance March 26th, at their ar-
mory, which was a success in every way.
There were about fcrty couples present
aod sll had a good time, thanks to the
energetic commiltee compoeed of Col.-
Sergts. Dance and Cunvingham, Staff:
Sergeants Dooaldson avd Cooper and
Sergeants Fergueon and Lindeay.

The annual meeting of the Sixth Fusi-
lier's Rifle asrocivtion, which was held
April 2, at theis srmory, was one of the
beot attended for maoy years, Msjor
Macaulsy was the chairman. Over the
Canadian Military Rifleleague the mem bers
* p:actically all present ” acted differently
from those of other rifle associations which
have beld their meeting this year, for they
paseed a resolution that they would enter
the league sgain whether Martini or Soider
were shot, and then wound it up with a
rider that they recommended the Spiders
for the league matches. The first businese
before the meeting, after the winutes had
been pacaed, was the presentation of the
secretary’s repaort as follows ¢

In presenting the report of the t year's
work, { can refer with pleasure P:‘ the fact
that ‘our reprounu\tlve,: have agaln malu-.

tatued their long held record for first-class
shooting. In all'the open matchesof the year
where we had teams eatered our scores won
us honor, and we are to-day, a8 we have
been for years, one of the best shooting bat-
talions in the Dominion, asour record not
only in local matohes, but also in the P. Q.
R. assoclation meet, where we won that
much coveted trophy, the Carsiake cup, and
in the Millhary leazue matches, in which
our aggregu..e gave us seventh place. We had
our annual matches on the 12th August, the
atlendapce being very good. In this connec-
tion I may say that the practice for some
Jeoars past of presenting the prizes months
after they have been won has bevn nnsatis-
fuctory and in future all prizes won at our
annual matches will be presented within
two weeks from the day they were shot for,
This 18 a much needed reform and will be
faithfully carried out. At the annual meet
ot the P.Q.R A. our members covered them-
selves with glory, but we d-d not do so well
at the Dominion Rifie assoclation meet in
Ottawa.

Instead of following the practice of the last
few years of catering for ourselves in cam
at Ottawa we stopped at the hotels, and
ihink it will be freejy admitted that the lat-
ter course is much more satisfactory, and
besides we save consicerable rnoney by doing
80. The greatest s ciel evenl during tbe D.
R. A. meot was the ball given at the Russell,
which not ovnly gave pleasure to many, but
also es'ablished a precedent which may be
followed by other corpsin the future.

A question which you will probably be
called upon o discuss is whether we wii! en-
ler a team in the Canadlan Military league
1( the Suider rifle is 10 be used. Thls matter
should be very carvefully considered before
#ny decision 18 made, astne questi:-n natur-
ally arises; We will f)ejustiﬂed in declining
to enter becanse a certain rifie is used, when
that rifle is the arm thai we would be com-
pelled 1o use to morrowshould we be called
upon active service ¢ .

Before closing I want all members of the
regiment to remember that they are also
members of the rifle association and that
thelr subscriptions are paid out of the regi-
mertal tunds. I donot think that thir fact
has been gunerally understood, otherwise
we would have had more members of the
batiallon take an interest in the assocla-

m:&nl.l of which i8 respectfully submitted.
W. E, FINDLAY, Capt.,
Secretary-treasurer,

A discuesion then ensued on the points
enumerated above, and after these were
passed the secretary’s report was upani-
mously adopted with a vote of thanke for
hie hard work. Then new bueiness came
up and it was decided to hold the anpual
matches on Auguet 11 if the P. Q R. A.
matches were not held in that month, and
if they were, on the Ssturday following
the latier matches. Under the same head
the Gazette was voted unasnimously the
thanks of the association for the presenta-
tion of a cup for the “ green * chots of the
regiment, and it was left tu the to be elect-
ed committee to decide the classification of
shots for the Gazetle's prize. The elec-
tion of officers foilowed, and resulted as
follows : Prerident, Lieut.-Col. Burlaod ;
first vice-president, L.eut.Col. Mauseey ;
gecond vice-president, Major Macaulay ;
secretary-treasurer, Lieut. Henderson; cap-
taine of teams, Capte. E. J. Chambers and
W. E. Findlay ; executive committee, A
Co., Color-8ergt. Riddle; B Co., Cclor-
Sergt. Howard ; C Co., Color-Sergt. Mor-
rison ; D C,, Color-Sergt. Beatty; E. Co,
Color-Sergt. Marka; F Co., Cnlor-Sergt.
Pratt; Sergt. G. Lavers to represent the
non commiasioned staff ; Pte, T. Scott to
represent the fife and drumn band ; execu-
tive officer, Lt.-Col. Burland ; delegates to
the M. R. A., Maj r Macaulay, Capt. Find-
lny, Lieut. Hevuersou, Col.-Segt. Howard
and Private Jehu. Aftler av.te of thanks
to Lieut -Col. Massey for providing quar-
ters for the rifis association of th: reziwent
and assistauce in carrying ou the work,
aod another to the chairman, the meeting
adjourned.

————rep et P

St. Johns.

On Thursday eveniog, March 26th, the
officers at the Royal Scheol of Iufantry,
St. Johvs, held their mouthly gueet night,
and it was one of the largest and most en-
)oyable they have had for some time.
Twenty-nine sat down to do justice to the
menu which was all that could be desired.
The band, under the able leaderehip of

Bandmaster Ringuet, rendered several ex- .

M

cellent selections. Among the aumber
seated around the festive board were notic-
ed: Lieut.-Col. d’Orsonnens, command-
ant; Lieut.-Col. Strathy, 6th Royal Scots ;
Lieut.-Col. Aubry, 85th Batt.; Surgeon-
Msjor Campbell, R.R.C.I.; Msjor Young,
R R.C.I. ; M+jor Ibbotson, 5tb Royal Scote;
Mujor Trotter, retired list; Capt. Chinic,
Adj. R.R.C.I.; Caplain Chambers, 6th
Fusiliers; Capt. Fiodlay, 6th Fusiliers ;
Capt. Johnson, 84:h Batt.; Lieut. Fages,
R.R.CIL; Lieut. Spearing, 53rd Batt.;
Lieut. Taschereau, 87th Batt.; Lieut.
Pare, 17th Batt.; Lieut. Rousseau, 84:h
Batt.; Lieut. Forbes, 5th Royal Scots;
Lieut. Meighan, 5th Royal 8cots; Lieut,
Campbell, 5th Royal Scots; Lieut. Me-
Adam, 3rd Victoria R fles; Lieut. W. B,
Counverse, 6th Fusiliers ; Mr. Whatley, St.
Johns, and Mr. Kslly, Montrea!. The win-
ter course, which finished March 31¢t, was
8 most successful one, there being 13 at-
tached officers and about 40 rank and
file.

- OG-
Quebec..

For the first time since the Imperial
Government withdrew its garrison a de-
tachment of regular troops passed through
Quebec on the night of March 20th, en
route from Eogland to the Pacific coast.
Unusual as was the event it attracted but
little attention, and very few people and
not a single eoldier were on hand to wel-
come them. The detachment consisted of
65 men of the Royal Marine Artillery un-
der command of Msjor Rawstone. They
came out by the Allan steamship “Lauren-
tian,” arriving at Halifax on the 20th
ult, and afier a somewhat long, but
not unpleasant passage, they arrived at
Levis shortly before 5 p.m. and crossed by
ferry in the midst of a heavy snowstorm,
The men were in heavy marcbing order,
with overcoate strapped and without any
protection from the weather other than the
walerproof cape covering their shoulders.
They, of course, wear the artillery uniform
aod white he)mets, and the only difference
between them and our own troops is that
they wear white woollen gloves and have
no epikes in their Lboots 10 give them a
foothold in the enow. In epite of this they
marched as if they had been accustomed
10 snow roads all their lives, although by
their sunburned faces it was clear tbat they
had been accustomed to warmer climates
than that of Canada. They are fine, tall,
well built wen, every one of them, aod
would be a credit to any eervice. A more
eoldierlike body never trod the streets of
Quebec. The Canadian Pacific reilway
had brought the commiesariant cars down
to within a guarter of a mile of the ferry
and the men marched the intervening dis-
tance. Surgeon J. C. Wood, R.N,, and
Mrs. Rawstone and maid accompanied the
detachment and with Maj. Rawetone dined
at the Chatean Frontenac, the men being
provided with supper aboard the cars,
Mujor Rawstone aud Surgeon Wood called
on Colonel Montizambert, commandant at
the Ciadel, duriog the evening and left
with the detachment by the Canadian
Pacific railwsy train at 10 p.m, They are
on their way Lo the fortitications at E-qui-
maux o do garrison duty and mount guos
on the new fortifications. This work is
to be completed in five years, The men
are all long service men, being enlisted for
21 yeare, short service not having been
adopted in the Marines, and wost of the
men have put in from five to ten years in
the service. Some have even put in from
16 to 20 years. Among them i3 a man
who had a terrible experieoce. His name
is James Sawyer and he was oo board
H. M. 8. “ Vicloria” when she was run
down und sunk. At the request of Major
Rawstone he recounted bis experience., He
had just been relieved and gone to sleep
when the accident occurred, Heran witn
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the rest to close the water-light doore, and
failing in that ran on deck. The collicion
nets were got out, but it was soon seen
that the ship was doomed. All hauds
were piped aft, and soon the order was
given, “every man for himself” The
vessel had a heavy list, and those on deck
bad bardly time to climb over the upper
side and jumb into the sea when she2 top-
pled over and sunk, taking with her all
the men who were below at the pumps.
Sawyer eays that on coming to the surface
of the water he found himself badly bruie-
ed on the side and the clothing torn pearly
off him. He, with some others got hold
of a picket bcat that had been upset, bui
tno many of them got on cne side of it and
it turned over and eank, taking several men
with it. Sawyer kept himself afisat till he
got hold of a plank by which one of the
sasilors was sustaining himeelf and the
both were picked up by one of the boats
of the “ Dreadnonght” Mr, G. Blake, of
the Canadisn Pacific railway, accompanied
tbe men o Vancouver, and all the railway
(ffi:ials bave exerted themselves to the
utmost to make the men as comfortable as
possible and get them through with des-
patel

—etl- Q- QG-

Moosomin.

The old members of the Northwest Field
Force living at Moosomin, N.W.T., met
together on Monday, April 2ad, for dinuer.
The committee wae ccmposed as follows :
Geo. B. Murphy, Traneport; A. 8. Chris-
tie, Midland Battalion; E. A. C. McLorg,
Boulton’s Scouie; Rev. W. Milton, Trans-

1t; B. A, G. Hamilton, Transport;

rench’s Scouts, Hon. Secretary. The
bill of fare was as follows :

POTAGES.
Otter Soup. S8trange Soup. Pea Soup.
PoISsON.

Fish Creek Smelt. Hungry Souls from
Clark’sCrossing. Corned Beef on
the half tin.

ENTREES,

Riel Cutlete. Big Bear Chops and Pound-
maker kauce.

RoTI.

Roast Beel of Old Englapd (Middledone).
Irish Stew. Bcotch Haggte.
Chicago Grey Hound Pork.

GAME.
Red Legs a 1a Batoche. Green Lake Divers.
ENTREMETS,

Bois Prulee au Gratin. Les Buttes deshom-
mes francals. Montizambert Cheese
and Hard Taok.

DESSERT.

Grape S8hot, Lead Plums
Nipepounder Pudding and Howard Bauce.
Cut Knives and Saskatchewan Forks
sur la table.

WINES,

Guardupuls Port. Saskatoon W(h)ine.
No Canned Brawn,

“ GOD SAVE THE QUAEN.”
e . . & e TG

London.

One of the ofticers having kindly
presented a silver dessert spoon to be
shot for by the juniors, there was
quite an interesting competition at
the drill shed Tuesday, March 13th.
The r1esult was a tie between Color-
Sergt. Jacobs and Sergt. Brown. After
firing three shots at the longest dis-
tance it was still a tie, but the next
shot Sergt. Jacobs scored a “bull”
and his opponent unly an “inner.”
The scores : :

200 Yards soo Yards 1°I

2. Col.-Sergt. Jacobs.....45455—23 33344—17 40
3. b;fgt. Brown.......,.. 44434—19  53343—18—3 40
2. Col.-Sergt, Allan....... 55344—23 45403—16 39
2. Lieut. Magee... ......44445—21 45340—16 37
2. Corp, Erskine.......... 4444—20 43405—16 36
3. Corp. Shillington...,,, 4434419 05045—14—3 36
2. lgeul. Allison.,.,,.... 4453521 04343—14 33
3. Corp. Becher..........54344—20

. C 5 0403—10~—

Tie shots—3 shots at g0 ):"‘“dsz eTIoms 3
Col.-Sergt. Jacobs.......,. ....... veeeans 344=—5 16
bergt. b'rown.....n.... AR R TR PR RN TR RRRR) Kk | 1§

Kingston.

Lieut.-Col. Straubenzie, who was
second in command at Batoche, in
the Northwest rebellion, says he
thinks General Middleton should have
been satisfied with $20,000 voted him,
and let the matter drop. Straubenzie
says that when the proper time ar-
rives he will take a hand in the Mid-
dleton-Houghton controversy. His
statement is awaited with much eager-
ness.

- OO

OUR BERVIOE CONTEMPORARIES,

In Forbes Mitchell’s ¢ Reminiscences of
the Great Mutiny ” we have a vivid pic-
ture of the valiant 93rd Regiment, the
Sutherland Highlaoders, a Highland regi-
ment from top to bottom before it re-
ceived an infusion of foreign elements
after the “thin red line ” had won their
first honors in the Crimea, But even in
the Balaclava epoch there was ecome in-
fusion of Eoglich and Irish in the corpe,
More than one of the cflicers—Captain
Cornwall, for example, and Daweon—
were Irish, and there is mention made in
Mr. Mitchell’s work of several gallant
deeds by privates of the same nationality
belonging (o the 93rd Sutherland Higb-
landers. In the * Reminiscences” we
read of ¢ Handy Andy, a thorough Paddy
from Armsagh, a eoldier as tiue as the
steel of & Damascus blade;” of ¢ Tim

rury, a big stout fellow;” of ¢ Clery, a
woet gallant soldier;” of * Patrick Doo-
lan, a real Paddy of the Handy Andy
type,” &c., &c. Elsewhere will bs found
an extract from the Observer which states
the ead truth respecting the present con-
dition of the Highland regiments in the
matter of recruiting, We believe a re-
turn of pationalities would show tha the
difficulties of recruiting Highland regi-
ments in Scotland is increaeing, and that
the Lowlanders acd the Hiberno S:ottish
element in the large oities like Glasgow
aod Edinburgh contribute largely to the
ranks of the eocalled kilted Highland
corps.— Army and Navy Cazelte,

Lord Brassey argues in the Times in
favor of “ some liwitation in the dimen-
sions of our ships of war,” and he offers
for professional criticism the suggestion
that “we may go back for the ideal of a
fightiog ehip to that admiral example of
the sea-heeping irouclad the Alrzandra.”
He 18 in favor of : —

“ Retaining all the leadiog features as
they are represented in the Alexandra,
from the bow to the central batiery iuclu-
sive, the upper worke abaft the tattery
might be cut down, avd the after end of
the ship armed with a well-armored tur.
ret, carryiog a pair of heavy gune, The
Alexandra is abont 600 tons smaller than
the Centurion. Keepinz the dimensicns
at 10,000 tons, 1t might be postible to give
some addition to lengih and to raise the
indicated power from tbe 8,600 of the
Alexandra o the 13,000 of the Centurion.
Such an increace of power would prob-
ably eecure a suflicient addition tu the
far from contemplible 14 knots which the
Alexandra succeeded in maintaining with
ac admirable uniformity through a suc-
cescivn ¢f commiesions.”

P.ssing in review the most recent addi-
tion to the fleets of France, Rue: ia, Ger-
many, the United States and Italy, Lord
Brasgey points out that the average die-
placement in each of there countries re-
epectively is 9,990 tony, 9,720 toue, 10,033
tone, 9,656 tone and 9,862 toos. He aska,
therefore, what are the reasons which

have led to the acceptance of a minimum
standard of over 14,000 toas for ehips of
the British line of battle. He points out
that whatever the size of the ship, the
head of the cfficer in command remains,
and must remain, a8 undefended in the
heaviest ship as in the elenderest of tor-
pedo boats. Thirdly, a like remark sp-
plies to the hull below the waler line. He
contends furtber that the fewer the ehips
—and of ships which cost over a million
there must be comparatively few—the
less chance of discovering those offizers
who are beet qualified for command. He
reminds ue that in history will te found a
warning that safety lies in numbers; and
finally in support of the contention that
in designing ships, hydrographical con-
siderations cannot be entirely put acide,
he instances the disadvantages uoder

which ships labor if of great draught of
water.

The adoption of smokeless powder in
the Italian Army is likely to cost Italy
dear. According to the France Militaire,
the smokeless powder ueed by the Italian
artillery has irreparably damsged a very
large number of guus. The powder has
produced such an effect upon the bores of
the guns that some 500 have already been
condemed and orders have been issued to
coneiderably reduce the amount of guo
praclice. Eoormous expense will in con-
sequence be neceseary to restore the
Italian field ertillery to its former state of
efficiency, no less a sum than £8,000,000
being mevlioned as the amount required.
If the report as to guns being rendered
practically ueeless through smokeless
powder being used be correct, it will
probably bave an important effect on the
development of these powders which bas
received such a stimulus of late years.

ety

During the past year or two grave alle-
gations have been made to the Secretary
of War, by anonymous correrpondents, to
the effect that reeponeible cfficials at the
Goveroment SmslfArm& Repairing Works
in Birmingham, known as the Tower, ays-
tematically received monetary considera-
tions for setting men on as armorers, and
that considerable sums were exacted from
the men in order to ensure promotion and
trancference. In consequence of thece
complaints the War Secretary deputed
Colonel W. H. King-Harman to make a
thorough investigation on the spot. Many
of the men employed at the Tower made
statements, which were written down, and
afterwards diepatched to the War Offize.
This resulted in an order being ceat on
Tueeday to Lieut.-Col. Nuttall, who has
charge of the Tower, to place Lieutenant
snd Quartermacter C. Locke and Sergt.
Msjor J. H. Murray under arrest. Sergt.-
Msjor Murray is confined in the barracks
at Birmingbam, while Quartermaster
Lacke has been sent to Manchester, In
the couree of a few daysa court of irquiry
will be held, which will be presided over
by an cfficer from Chester, and both Quar-
termsster Locke and S-rgeant-Major Mur-
ray will be placed on trial. It ebould be
stuted that upon these cflizers devolved
the appointment of men who wiched to
become armorere, while upon their recom-
mendations depended the transference to
the eeveral regiments of the men who
were ekilled in their work.

Much adverse comment Las been cauced
by the action of the Treasury in proposing
to take advantage cf the increnced re
ceipis of Cheleea Hoep.tal by the Jettin
of the siles for the Military and Nawﬁ
Exhibitions of 1890 91, and the lease of
the Gordon House grounds for building
plote, which bas been partly applied in
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the giving addilional bounties to in-pen-
gioners., The country, it is thought, will
not agree with the Teasury, that on the
assuwption that if the endowments of the
hospital bad been sufficient to provide the
inmates with pockel money, the provieion
for the psy of in-pensioners now ineerted
in the Army Vote would not have been
made; that some reduction should be
made in the latter, and the in-pensioners
deprived of part of the benefit the Chel-
gsea Hospital Commiseioners have by their
efforts been able to confer on them.

e

Tne Navy Estimates for 1894 95 amount
to a net total of £17,366,100,0r £3,126,000
more than the sum voted for 1893 94,
This large increase is due chiefly to ship-
building, armamente, manning, victuall-
ing, new works, and Royal Naval Reserves.

In 1893 94 the net estimateof the numbers
of officers, seamen, boys, Coastguard, and
Royal Marines was 76,700. A force of
83,400 is proposed for 1894-95, being an
increage of 6,100, Part of this increase
(about 1,600) is automatic, and ariees as
the boys from the training ships (3,700 of
of whom are entered annually) are drafted
into the Service. It is proposed to enter
800 seamen direct from the mercantile
marine and other sources in order to meet
present wants. It is proposed to add 350
engine-room artificers to the Fleet, The
increase desired in the number of stokers
amounts to 2,450. It is proposed to repeat
the increase of 500 made last year in the
Royal Marines, which will bring up the
total to 15,600, The new torpedo-boat
deetroyers now being built will also in-
volve & considerable increase, particularly
in the engine-room rating,

The War Office bas purchased a stretch
of land three miles in length on the sea-
shore, extending from Lydd to Dungeness
Point, for the purpose of carrying out
important experiments with machine guns
and smokelees powder for heavy artillery.
New raoges have been constructed at
Holmstone Camp, and & number of new
“ revetments” for cannon have been placed
on the seashore, and the camp, which has
hitherto been ueed during tne suwmer
only, will be made a permanent military
station, extensive barrack accommoda-

tion having been made for troops in the
winter,

Sra—

Major H. H. Prior would seem just to
bave got his command of the 1st Bat-
talion Leinster Regiment, Royal Canadians,
in time, for he became liabie toreiirement
for age on the day following the announce-
ment of bis promotion it the London Ga-
sette. There are reasons why Lientenant-
Colonel Prior should consider himself
lucky in getting his command at all.  As
It was it took the military authorities
gome three months to fill the vacancy
which was created by the lapse of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel G. Poignand’s term of com-
mand on December 3 last.

Lieutenaut General J. W. Laurie, late
th King’s Own, will, we uuoderstand,
couteet the Pembroke Burghs st the pext
general election. He was formerly member
of the Legiclative Couacil of Nova Scotia.
He eerved in the Crimean cawpaign, and
came out with two wounds and a mention
in deepatches. He was staff officer of a
field force during the latter period of the
Indian mutiny, Masjor Laurie was one of
the cfficers eent to Canada on epecial
service in 1861. The Canadian war medal
came to him for service in the North- West
territories, As Red Crces Cowmissioner
with the S8ervain Army, he went through

the Bulgarian campaign of 1885-86, KHe

is brother of Colonel Julius Dyson-Laurie,
late 34th Regiment, and is Master Saddlers’
Cowpany.—Army and Navy Gazette.

Pr—y

The discuesion regarding the merits
and dissdvantages attendant on sponsoos,
which had of Jate greatly subsided, is be-
ing renewed with increased vigor as a re-
sult of the naval and dockyard offizials at
the several home ports having received
directions from the Admiralty to fit spon-
eons in ships of the Astrea class for the
two foremost and two aft 4 7-inch quick-
firing guus. The re introduction of the
eponeon system, which, it is noted, is to
be adopted even for vessels of that claes
which are already completed, is believed

to be due to the report of a special com-
miltee,

The opponents to the system point out
that not only do spounsons cause vessels to
roll considerably, but the large quantities
of water consequently shipped cannot get
clear of the decks owing to the wells
formed by the sponsons. On the other
hand, the example of France and other
countries is pointed to, and the advantage
insisted upon of the two foremost broad-
eide guns being able to fire right ahead,
and the two aft broadside guns right
aslern, instead of their fire being limited,
88 at present to G0 degrees before and aft
the beam,

A telegram from Viectoria, British Col-
umbia, states that * the contracts for land
transport in connection with the fortifica-
tions at Eequimalt bave been awarded.
The defences will consist of & number of
Moncrieff pits, from which the guns will
be brought up into firing position by
means of elevators, the guos disappear-
iog agsin into the pits after each dis-
charge.”

>l OO

The Royal Canadians.

The following interesting paragraphs
were published and circulated for the in-
formation of all ranks in the 1st Battalion
Princeof Wales’s Leinster Regiment (Royal
Canadians 100th), while stationed in Foit
William, Calcutta, India, 1887-88:

““ A copy of a report of a committee of
the Honorable the Privy Council of Can-
ada, approved by His KExcellency the
Governor General in Capada, on the 27th
of February, 1888, is published for infor-
mation, On a report, dated 28:h February,
1888, from the Miuister of Militia and De-
fence, stating with reference to the 19ih
July, 1887, upon the sut jzct of the cffer to
the Dominion of Cabada of the original
color of the 1¢t Battalion, Leivster R:gi-
ment (the Prince of Wales’ Royal Cana-
dians), as mentioned in the despatch,

- dated 30:h April, 1887, from the R ght

Hounorable, the Secretary of State for the
colouie3, that he has received from the
officer commanding the 1-t Battalion of
the regimemt through the High Commie-
eioner and the Secreiary of State for Can-
ads, the origival colors of that regiment.
The minister observes that Lieut.-C)lovel
Colium who was deputed on behalf of the
Lieut. Colonel comwanding, the officers,
pon-comwiseioned cfticers and meun of the
corpe, to present the colors to the Canadian
Government, has accompanied them with
a very courteous letter, expressing the
most cordial sentimeuts on the part of the
regiment towards the country of its origin,
and a desire that the ties of its connection
may be bound closer. by some practical
meana.

“ The miuister recommends that a copy
of this letter be published in general ordere,
for the information, more especially of the
militia force of the Dominion,

“ The committee advise that your Ex-
cellency be moved to carry the cordial
thanks of the Canadian Government,
through the Right Honorable the Secre-
tary of State for the colonies, and the pro-
per military chanuel, to the cfficers, non-
commissioned cffizers and men of the 1st
Battalion Leinster Regimeut (the Prince
of Wales’ Royal Canadiats), together with
the intiraation that the Livrary of Parlia-
ment of the Dominion of Cauada, at
Ottawa, has been eettled as the final rest.
iog place of theee colors, which form such
an interesting link in historical connection
between Her Majeety’s army and this por-
tion of her empire. _

¢ The committee further advise that the
High Commissioner for Canada be inform-
ed of the action taken by the Canadian
Government in answer to his deepaich of
the 12th September last, with reference to
the sutject under consideration.

¢ All of which is respectfully submitted
for your Excellency’s approval.

¢ (Signed) Jonxn J. McGeE,
*¢ Clerk Privy Council.”

- :

Tactics in Matabele Land.
Luck or Skill ?

St——t——

(By Colonel F. Maurice, C.B., in the United Service
Magazine,)

From many eources we have now re-
ceived information which enables us to
judge of the character of the operations
which were conducted by the South Afri-
can Company’s forces against the Mata-
bele. In pariicular, the grapbic account
by Sir Gerald Portal, published in the
Times, gives most of the necessary de-
tails. They seem to be well worthy of
study as a practical leseon in the conduct
of such undertakings, The quettion in
the first inetance is whether the success
which attended them was accidental and
due to geod luck alone, or whether there
were eound reasons of good senee and
right judgment, which determined the
course pursued by the invaders, and
whether it may be possible to apply in
the future some of the experiences which
the campaign has supplied,

When the first brief reports came to
England of the movements of the col-
umns, it appeared as if three separate
bodies withcut any connection with one
anotber had advanced towards the capital,
Buluwayo. Not a few well-informed
eoldiers in England, and doubtless on the

Continent aleo, were dieposed to laugh at
a method of warfare which appeared to
violate every known principle of euccees.
It is bardly too much to say that not
soldiers ounly, but almost every well-in-
formed Eoglishman is aware tbat the
principle ot which Napoleon continually
availed himselt in warfare was to take
advantage of such a eeparation of his
enemies, to concentrate his forces agaiuet
one body, and hav'ng overwhelmed it, to
turn with his still superior strength
ngainat each of the others in succeesion.
Nor bae experience fuiled to show us that
in general terms the principle, thus ex-
hibited on a large ecale by Nspoleon and
many otber eoldiers, is true, also in caces
where smaller bodies of troops are en-
gaged. The inference was therefore not
unpaturally drawn by many critics that
the only cause of success of the colonial
troops was the fact that their enemy did
pot anderstand the advantages of bis poei-
tion, and that the expedition would have
failed if the whole Matabele army had
been thrown upon one of the isolated
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columne. Now with all humility I ven-
ture to eay ihat I do not think that that
is 80, If I eet forth the reasons for my
opinion, it may at least lead others to
cousider the question wunder different
aspects from those under which they have
hitberto treated it. Who actually thought
out the conditions of the the movement
we hardly at present kmow. Sir John
Willouzhby is said to have been the mili-
tary advisor of Dr. Jameton. In my
judgment, if Sir Jobn Willoughby thought
out the method of the advance, he has
ehown a very considerable capacity for the
applicaticn of eound principles to peculiar
circumstaoces, If Dr.-Jameson was the
real author of the movement, then I think
thet he deserves similar credit. In the
firet place, it wuet be remembered that in
order that a concentrated force shall be
able to take advantsge of its superiority
against three separaie columne, it muet
be strong enough to be able to crush one
of them, to break up its organization, and
destroy it as a military force before the
body o attacked can be supported by
othere. Sccondly, it must bein a posi-
tion such that it can reach one of the
columna before that column hae joined
another. Even on the large scale, in
considering the proposed invasion of
Fracce in 1815, Wellington laid it down
a8 8 maxim that the several armies of the
ellies advancing sgaicst Napoleon were
perfectly ssfe as long as each of the
bodies on which he was able to direct his
attack was etrong enough to hold its own
againt him. The common sense of that
etatement is €0 obvious that it is curious
how often it is forgotten in discueesing
military operations.

I now turn to the coneideration of the
actual movement as it was made. Prac-
tically the real invading force, so far as
Dr. Jameeon aud Sir J, Willoughby were
concerned, was at firet divided into two
columne. The third column conristed of
the Imperial troope, eupported by a large
body of native suxiliaries. It was very
well able to hold its own against any
force that was likely to be brought against
it,and from the nature of the country
through which it had to pass it was difli-
cult for the enemy to approach this col-
umn  before such pressure had been
brought to bear by the other iwo coluinns
a8 would neceeearily draw off attack from
it. Asit in fact had very little share in
the operations till Buluwayo was reached,
the real question of interest concerns the
other two columpe, and their movements
I now propose to consider.

In the first place, it is to be noted that
an admirable system of scouting had
been carried on prior to the advance of
the two columns. The ground had been
fo thoroughly eearched to such a distance
i front that it had been ascertained that
there wae no enemy within teveral doye’
reach of the columne, and that if they
edvanced from the two positions in which
they were placed at Charter and Victoria
they could reach a point of junction at
the Ircrstone Mountain, out of reach of
the coemy’s attack. It was much easier
snd quicker Lo move in separate bodies
for the purposes of the march to this
point, sud, in view of the information
thus obtained, there could be no risk in
such &8 movement. Next note the consti-
tution of the columns. Each was pro-
vided with sixteen waggons. By careful
training each of the columus had been
taught to be able, when on the march, to
form an oval leagar within six minutes.
As eoon as the two forces from Victoria
acd Cbarter bad joined, they moved in
two parallel columns, each being formed
with two waggons abresst. The two
columus of waigone kept at a distance
from one another of 150 yards. The
greatest caution was observed in the con-
duct of the march, If incidents occurred,

such as are common in South African
movewment, of a waggon from any cause
breaking down, the whole force was halted
or checked till the mischief had been
repaired, so that the regularity of the
formation was never broken. Between
the two columns of waggons, with each
of which there were some 280 well-armed
burghers, there marched a native contin-
gent of 500 Mashonas and a certain num-
ber of diemouunted burghers. The natives
bad been trained, whilst each column was
forming ite oval lasger, to cut down
branches of prickly pear euch as were
everywhere available, With these the
patives formed a sirong abatiis which
closed the front aud resr of the opening
between the two ovale. When the whole
defensive laager was complete, the Salis-
bury column of waggons formed the right
oval, the Victoria column the left, the
front and rear connecting them was clcsed
by the abattie. The machine-guns and
7-1b. fisld-guons were distributed in assign-
ed positions between the waggouns, from
beneath which the burghers were able to
fire with their own repeatiog rifles in such
a way a8 to cover the whole front. Even
in the days of Boer invasion of Zaluland,
long before a breechloader or a repeating
rifle had been beard of, a laager, much
inferior to this, had proved altogether
unasgailable by the mort gallant natives.
With the advantage of Maxims, Gardiuers,
and Nordenfelte, and with repeatiog rifles,
it was cerlain that the fire would be so
deadiy that no increace in the numbers of
natives, that could be brought to autack it,
would do more than add to the extent of
the target for these terrible weapone, pro-
vided the laager could be placed in such
a position that there was range for effect.
ive fire. As had been proved by prior
colonial experience, and a8 might be
judged as a matter of common sense, the
only danger of defeat by the natives lay in
the possibilityjof the columns being caught
on the march whilet the oxen were still
in the waggons, and while there would be
po defensive position from which to pour
out an effective fire. That daoger was
amply provided againt in several ways,
In the first place, by the distant scouting,
which had been carried on by mounted
parties detached from the columns for
four or five days at a time, geuneral infor-
mation had been obtained as to the where-
abouts of the enemy. Throughout the
march mounted scouting parties moved
five miles abead of both columns. An
advance guard of forty men marched one
mile ahead a rear guard of eimilar
numbers, and flanking parties each also
of forty men rooved at a distance of about
o mile from the columns. Thus it was
impossible that the column should be
attacked without ample notice: and as
six minutes only were required to change
from the formation of movement to the
formation of defence, it is diffizult to see
what risk the column ran in any emer-
gency. As might have been eeen before-
band, and, as the event proved, victory
was certain, if only the column was
laagered before it was attacked. So easy
was the method adopted for forming the
laager, that there was no inconvenience in
taking up the defeniive position when-
ever the halt was ordered, either by day
or by night. All that was necessary was
that the two leading waggons in both
double columns sbou!d turn in towards
one another ; The two rearmost waggons
doing the same, the other wagyons widen-
ing out right and left f0 a8 to extend the
oval; the machine guus being then run
into their positione, The borses were
then tether.d to three or four parallel
lines of cord runuing the long way of the
oval, and the oxen and gun-mules strongly
tethered between the two ovals,

Now not only were the two columuns with

their emall number of ices than 300 men

each safe under this arrangement against
any attack that could be made upon them,
but they were’ much eafer than larger
bodies would have been, A large force of
severa] thonsand men would have required
hundreds of waggons. A long column of
many waggons could not have been la-
agered without great delay, Therefore the
risk of such a force being caught on the
march, or caught unprepared, as our
troops were at Isandlwhana, would have
been indefinitely increesed. To me it
eeems that the method which was adobted
againet the Matabele would have equally
succeeded against the Zulus, and that the
vast numbers of troops that were em-
ployed in the earlier stages of the contest
sgainst Ketchwayo not only added un-
necegearily and enormously to the expense
of the campaigo, butinvolved unnecessary
riske which would bave been avoided by
the employment of a smaller force per-
fectly eqaipped, thoroughly traioed in the
uee of their weapons aud accustomed to
the simple operations employed in the
Matabele campaign. If Iam right, very
great credit attaches to the organiser of
the expedition, and he ought to be un-
earthed, in this sense, that we want to
know who the man wae, whether Dr.
Jameson or 8ir Jobn Willoughby, who
g0 clearly saw through the conditions that
were to be involved in the fighting of the
campaign a8 to apply to them exactly the
methods that were neceseary for success.

Nor is that all. It seems to me that if
the statement of facts which I have here
set forth be correct, then it follows that
the Matabele campaign was, in no wise
whalever, a5 has been alleged, a brutal
massacre, in which those who enlisted in-
the warfare could tell beforehand that
they are going to bave a eimple walk over
without serious risk of heavy loss, It
depends, as the success of military oper
ations geuerally does, upon the skill of
the leader, the confidence of his men in
him, and the perfection of the training
given to them adapted to the particular
circumstances of the case. If, as thovce
who knew nothing of Dr. Jameson or Sir
John Willoughby beforehand were natur-
ally inclined to suspect might be the case,
they had shown themselves incapable of
organieing and leading such an expedition,
the burghers who embarked in it would
almost certainly have been massacred by
the by no means despicable enemy against
whom ther advanced.

It is ueual in the judgment which is
formed by people at home of the success
of apy cf our campaigns, to take for grant-
ed that if everythirg has gone well then
the enemy must have despicable. My
own conviction is that in this instance,
as in many more, the wkill with which
the operations have been conducted causes
the rapid and comparatively bloodlees
success, and has thereby left an impression
of feeblevess or want of will on the part
of the enemy, which is altogether out of
keeping with what we have known of
them in part African history. A very
slight error in judgment on the part of
the leadersof the expedition would have
left a very different impreesion of the
fighting qualities of the Matabele, who
were a particularly warlike offshoot from
the tribe which taught us at Isandlwbana
what formidable antagonists they could
do.

Of couree, the moment any misfortune
occure, everybody ie disposed to eay that
it was a great mistake to have incurred
the risk from which is resulted. I can-
not, however myeelf, see that it was a
mistake, after the complete defeat of the
Matabele, to cend out comparatively small
parties in puremit of the king. General
experience has shown that when once the
epirit of & warlike tribe has been broken,
the former warriors are very little disposed
to take advantage of the small aumbezs a3
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any given fpot of those that have de-
feated them. During the purenit of
Ketchwayo, Lord Gifford end I, with ouly
three men, were for several days follow-
ing as cloae a8 we could upon the trail of
theking, and as we were riding about
forty miles a day with nothing with us
but what we bad on our saddles, we had
to obtain our food from the villages filled
with youths who had recently been fight
ing againet us. During that time we
never met with the emallest oppositioo,
and shouid certainly have endeavoured
tolay hands on the king wherever we
found him, if we had been fortunate
eoough to come up with him. It ceems
to me, therefore, aud I may here speak
from tolerably direct personal experience,
that the disaster to the pursuing columu
in Matabeleland was a bit of bad luck such
a8 it is impossible to avoid in war ; that
at all events the heads of the expedition
are in no way to blame for the miefortune,
They did what was the rignt thing to do
under the circumetancee, and they could
do no more.

—ap- O

DRILI, BOOK BLUNDERS,

An obrervant militiaman here submits
a few questions for the compilers of the
Manusl Firing and Bayonet Iixercises for
the use of the Cunadian Militia,

MANUAL EXERCISES, -

As there are no iwmstructions for the
right hand to aseist io unfixing or return-
ing the sword bayonet, do they expect that
weapon to jump to the scabbard, or re-
main suspended in the air after it bas
been ** geutly raised off the muzzle of the
r f1: with the left hand ?”

In performiug the review exercise, the
last order given is to * unfix bayonets (or
swords),” although no order is givea to
fix them, how can the former be done
without the latter ?

Where can the instructions for the  re-
cover arms” be found ?

AT “THE PORT ” ON THE CIARGE.

The instructions in the Infantry drill
for this movement state distinctly that in
cherging, the rear rank will ccntinue
to move at the slope. The rifle exercise
books say the rear rank wili come to the
port,” breaking iato double-time, remain-
ing at * the port.”

Militia general order says both of thoee
instructions are to be strictly adhered to;
how can that be done ?

FIRING EXERCISE,

How can a mao get his ammunition to
load with if he holds the rills close above
his pouch ?

What is the difference between indi-
vidual firing and independent firing ? The
writer can discover none except that the
latter is not taeught by numbers, and the
.ustructor has to point out some ol joct to
be aimed a.. If no other difference, why
have two names for one exercise ?

GUARD MOUNTING.

On page 192 the corporal of the old
- guard is instructed to briog in the old sen-
iries and * diemiss ” them, while on page
104 is stated every relief is to be regu-
larly inepected before guing to, and also
ou “ returniog” from its post. Waich is
correct ?

BAYONET EXERCISE,

Review exercise, section 7, page 213.—~
For this exercise the company will be
drawn up as in lioe,

Page 214.—When the exercise is com-
pleted line will be formed as follows:
** Shoulder arms, form line, quick march.
The rauke in rear will move to their
proper places.” As there is no command
nor instructions for men to move to the
rear, how did they get there?— Toronto
Telegram.

Oromwell and the New Model.

At a meeting of the Military Society of
Ireland, held in Dublin on Fetruary 28,
Col. F. A. Le Mesurier, C.B.,, RE., de-
livered a lecture on “ Cromwell aod the
New Metbod.” The chuir was occupied
by Viscount Wolseley.

The cheirman eaid it was not very long
sinceJudge O°Counor Morris had delivered
a lecture on the same sulject as that
chosen by Colonel Le Mesurier, who, how-
ever, hud pursued the subiectstill further,
aod he was eure ther would all be in-
terested in it.

Colonel Le Mesurier, in the course of his
lecture, eaid the adoption of the new model
certainly coincided with the turning point
of the history cf the civil war. To ex-
plain the amount of change effected in the
army he proposed to inqu re, first, what the
old model really was, and then to compare
ite effect with the results that followed the
introduction of the new. In those days
there were four different kinds of mounted
soldiers. Three wers of cavalry, the Cuir-
acsiere, the Arquebusiere, and the Cara-
biniere. The other monoted troop was
called dragsons. The cavalry were armed
with defensive armour from head to foot.
Their offencive armour consicted of a
sword and two pistole. Their horses were
obliged to be, at least, 15 hands high, to
carry the weight of the man and the arm-
our. The Arquebusiers had defensive
armour, but not to the same extent. They
had an open caeque and breastplate, They
also had a sword and pistol, and an arque-
buee, which was 30 inchee long, and car-
ried a bullet seventeen to the pound. The
Caribiniers were armed in the same way as
the Arquebusiers, except with regard to
their firearm, which was a carbine 27
inches long. Then came the dragoons,
who were merely infantry mouated, It
wss necessary that their horses shonld be
swift, for, though they fought as infantry,
they alwaye worked with cavalry. They
were arwed as ordioary foot musketeers,
part of them baving muekets and part of
them pikes. The lecturer read extrects
from a driil-book published about this
time, to chow the cumbrous maaipulation
which the murket of that day required.
He explained what the form of battle at
thie period wa3 like, and then referrad to
the battle of Elge Rill, the relief of Glou-
cester, the butties of Newbury, Mareton
Moor, and Naseby, which he described in
gome detail. The new model was adopted
in1644. All members of Parliament were
to resign their commissions in the army,
which was no looger to be controlled bya
Parliamentary Committee. A commander-
in-chief was to be appointed, and Fairfux
was the first chosen for that porition,
Cromwell was appointed Lieutesant-Gen-
eral of Horse, being second in coramand,
How this new model grew uunder Crom-
well afterwards and increased in power aud

" unity and size, aad became the most «flisi-

ent army ia Huarope, was familiar to most
of them. Cromwell was ceriamly the
grestest cavalry cificer of his time, and
perhaps of all time. He knew well the
power of his own army, but he a's0 knew
the limit of that power. Cae thing hedid
was to 1id the army of politicians., Ia
several other rcspects he left 8 msrk upon
upon the army the it fluence of which was
felt even at the present time. Tke lec
turer coccluded by an eloquent tribute to
the devotion of the modern Britich eoldier
1o ““the Queen’s fl1g.”

Viscount Wolreley expressed, cn the
part of all preeent, theiracknowledgments
for the interesting lecture which they had
been favored with. Cromwell, be said, was
the greatest ruler they had had in Eng-
land, snd whatever feeling they had about
the House of Stuart, they must all sgree
upon this point. They had come to a

- period when they were not ashamed to

recognize that Cromwell was a great ruler,
and was pot the humbug and charlatan
which some historians had called him.
The mi'itary period to which the leciurer
bad referrcd was a very interestirg one
from an army point of view. The regi-
ments in the Brit'sh army did rot date
as far back as the time of Cromwell, but
they dated back to the period of the Res-
torstion. Many of their o'dest reziments
—for instance, the Royal Dragoons—dated
from tbe time of the Restoration, and they
were in many instances compo:ed of mea
who had fought under Cromwell. Al-
though the expression Dragoons was used
at that period, the Dragoons were not
really incorporated as a regiment till some
years after. They were Mouated Infantry,
and remained so for nesrly a century. The
arme to which the lecturer referred might
be studied by anyone who paid a visit to
the Royal Hospital, where there were
specimens of esrly muskets, and pikes
some fourteen or sixteen feet long, There
were aleo at the Royal Hospital a number
of helmete, or pots, as they were called ;
buff j-rkins, and swords of that period.
Thue proceedings then concluded,

—~ >
The Late Baron de Rottenburg,

Baron QGeorge de Rottenburz, C. B,
who died at Windeor on Sunday last in
his 87th year, was a well-knowa man in
days gone by. He was a great favourite
in society, and possessed many rare and
charming accowmplishments. Bora 1
1807, he entered the British Service in
1825 as envign in the 8lst Regiment, and
became a colonel in the Army in 1854,
Iu his early days he rerved with Sir de
Lacy Evaus in Spaiu, and ueed to tell
maoy interesting anecdotes of his exper-
iences. He described how, on one occa-
gsion, he was pre:eat when a regiment was
ordered to be decimated for cowsrdice
before the enemy ; each tenth man being
called out from the live and shot. One of
them, a French nobleman, was marked
for execution. He wasja brave man, and
proadly met his death without & murmur,
gaying he willingly died in the cause of
discipline. He had joined the ranksy a3 a
volunteer, and happzned to be one of tha
few who had etoad by his cflizers; but he
was 8 ‘“ tenth” maa in the line und met
bis fate without ramonsirance. Colonel
de Rottenburg did good service during the
Canadian Rebellion of 1337-38, in com-
mand of a large force of militia; and was
afterwards acjutant general in Canada,
Jo 1859 he raised and comwmanded the
100 h Royal Csnadian R2giinent, aod re-
tired in 1861. Beloved by the wen, many
of whom at thut time were of good old
Eoglich and French families, deceadants
of ({lizera of the oid British and Freoch

-regimes, he brought his fine regiment up

to a high standand of excellence notwith-
etandiog the diffizulties to bad to eacount-
er. A good mavy of the janior cilizers
were Canadians, French and Eoglish, and
at ons time there was a little unpleasant-
ness because the Canadiaus would epeak
Freanch at mess. Finaliy, one of the senior
« fti sers, who had bzen promoted iato the
100 k from sootaer regiment, cotplained
to the commanding cilizer that the Caoa.
disus were in the habit of conversisg in
Freoch, and the Eoglish ofliers imagined
that they were the rubjects of conver:at'on
in that uctknown tongue., Baron de Rot-
tenburg listened to the complaiot, and re-
n.arked the Canadian cflicers were all true
geotlemen ard uulikely to make dis-
paraging remarks, at thesame time adq-
ing, “* 1 regurd it that to epeak French is
a very graceful accomplishment, and 1
recommmend those who can’t couverse in
that langusge to learn to do 8o a8 toon a8
possible,” Colonel de Rottenburg married
twice, but bad vo family.—~Broad Arrow,
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THE RIFLEMEN.

Rifle 8hooting at Banff,

On Fridaythe 16th March, a f-iendly rifle
match took place between the North Weet
Mouoted Police under Inspector Hooper’s
command and the Civilisns of this place,
which resulted in a victory for the former,
by 13 points. The range was 200 yarda,
any military rifie. The following is the
score:

POLICE, CiviLians,
Inspector Harper 22 N, B, Sanson 23
Sergt. Brookes 23 W, Jack 23
Corp Aston 22 F.E. Young 21
Const, Noice 21 Dr. H, Simpson 18
Const. McKellar 22 Sam Hsrrison 16
Const, Peckett 18 1. Jangea 3

128 118

Oa 8t. Prtrick’s Day the return match
between Banff and Canmore was shot ¢ft
at Baoff, the latter winuing this time by 5
points. The ehootiag of some of the Banf-
fites not being as good as heretofore. Mr.
Jack unfortunately breaking his eye-
glass-s, was unable to bring his score up
to hie average. This match like the former
was ot 200 yards with any military rifle
and for a sweepatake,

The weather was delightful, and & pum-
ber of the fair sex from both Baoff and
Canmore were on the grousd, much in-
tereeted in their respective champions. A
comfortable tent with a etove in it was
pitched on the ground in which Lot coffee,
&c.’was dispensed by the home riflemen
to the ladies and guests. '

The recult of the match having made
things equal between the rival marksmen,
Baoff baving won previously, a deciding
coutest will take place at Canmore on the
28th inst., the result of which is looked

forward to with much interest, The fol-
lowing is the score :

BANFP, CANMORE,
Insq}ector Harper 2t J. Stocks 23
N. B. Sanson 22 J. Brown 23
Const, Noice 22 Corp Aston N.W.M,P20
Sergt. Brokes 2t W, ﬂrown 20
W, Jack 16 W, (. Stewart 17
F. E. Young 12 H. Baker 16

114 19

The prizes which were 5 in numb:r
together with & box of cigars given by
mansger Scarth of the Sanitarium to the
victorious team were won a8 follows : 1st
J. Brown, Canmore; 2rd J. Stock, Can-
more; 3rd N. B. Sancon, Banff'; 4th Cons.
Noice, Binff; 6th Sergt. Brookes, Bauff,

After the match the Banff riflemen en-
tertained their guests at a most recherche
dinver at the Sanitarium, aod afier the
good things had been disposed of followed
by the usual loyal and patriotic tcasts,
the whole party adjourned to the eitting
room, where, with Inspt. Harper in the
cha:r a most enthusiastic meeting wae
held for the purpose of forming a rifls as-
gociation,

An aseociation bas congequently been
formed ca.led “The Rocky Mts, Rifla
Aee’n.” to be ubder the patronage of the
Lieut. Governor of the N.W.T, aud the
following ofiicers have been elected :
President, Capt. Stewart, superiotendent
of the R M|Parks; vice-president, Inspt.
Harper, NWMP; 1st vice-pres., Mr.
Joha Cardell, Canmore; 2nd vice-pres.,
Dr. Siwpson; treas. Mr. John Stocks,
Caomore; Sec., Mr. N. B. Saneon, Banff.
A large number of residents of the Parks
azd Bow River Valley, bave already eig-
n.fied th-ir intention of becoming mem-
bers of wwe association, and Supt Stewart
of the R. Mie, Parks bas promised in the
near future to lay out a firet class range,
which from the naiure of the ground here
several choice selections con be made. We
Lope Ltuerefore ere long, to eee onr rifiemen
Te.ruivg rowm tise eust isden with trophya
of victory won on the rauges of the Domi-

. hiou assuciation,

I

* N, W, M. P, va. Qivilians.

% friendly rifle match between Capt.
Harper’s ¢crmmand N.WM.P. and the
Civiliavs was held at Banff, Friday 16th
Msarck, reeulting in a victory for the

Police. Range 200 yarde, 5 shote. The
fol) wing are the scores:
R ST R CIVILIANS,

Capry Harpes 22 N. B. Sanson 23

Serg‘t*; Brookzs 23 W. Jack 22

Corfl. Aston 22 F. Young 2t

Const McXiler 22 Dr. H. Simpson 18

Cons"' P, Noice 21 S, Harrison 16

Cons. Peckr.t 18 J. Jansen 15
Tai-l 128 311

! / L]
40t} Batt Rifle Association.

The frzt snnual meeting of the 40th
Batt. Ritle Association was held in the
council siiamber, Ferris block, Camp-
bellford, on Thursday evening, March 22.
A co,{gmution and set of by-laws was
thoroygh!~ discussed and upon motiou,
adopted. The asscciation was then inform-
ed thay the 1einges would be at its disposal
for thécorrent year, upon the same very
favora! e terras as for 1893. The foliow-
ing wa . -..e result of the election of ofti-
cers; Fatron, Warden C. L Owen ; Hon.
Pres., tit.-Zol. R. Z Rogere; Pres., C. 8,
Giliispie ; Yice-Pres., Capt. Bounycastle ;
S3c.-Treas,, Gap:. Hamilton. Committee,
J. L. Richizond, Sergt, Blue, M. Scott, T.
Q. Gillegpiz, John Johuson ; Raoge Offi-
cer, E. &. Bog. This youngest of Refle
Association begins its career with every
prozpt. << continued success,

—r—tlp- P Pr————

Don{inion Riflemen Meet.

Lord AHprdeen Speaks —He Wishes the
Agsodintion All Possible Succes.
Minister of Militia on the New Rifle.

Oruw’fa. April 4.—The #:x23] mzeting
of the Dom. va ilifls Association was
held in ’Qhe Railway committee room of
the Houde of Commons, this morning,
the presi;dent of the association, Lieut .-
Col. Qibeor, in the chair. The attend-
ance was rati.er larger thar usual, which
was probah!y due to some extent to the
fact that this was the first meeting since
the appoii_itment of Lord Aberdeen as
Governor:Gencral, and the members of
the assocf}atione sppeared auxious to do
honor to ‘their new patron, His Excel-
lency airijed promptly on time, and Col,
Gibson at ouc2 proceeded to business by
calling the wieeting to order and calling
for mctions.

The annual report was received as read
avd adopted.

Col. Deniecv, in moving the adoption,
called attention, as commandeér of the
Bisley team last year, to the disadvan-
tages the team Isbored under, aud sug-
gested that, if nsacible, it be eo arranged
in future that ihe tweoty men should not
all atart atithe zame tmne,

Major Hugbes moved, seccnded by Mr.
J. B, Mills, 4.P., a vote of thanke to Hie
Excellenc  ios his presence, and exprese-
ing eatief+ licn at bis accepting the posi-
tion of p-oirou zud for the intereest he had
already s-own ‘n rifle shooting,

Lord ..:exl:en eaid that he was both
gratified 2.1 surprised at the heartiness
with whig) t%e vos was carried ; but his
surprise whs romnewhat lessened when he
that perbaps the aseociation
¢ know what was to be ex-

pected from him. Well, he c¢iuld oaly
say that he would take hie share in pro-
moting what he regarded as a great na-
tional patriotic work. (Applanee) Any-
one reviewinZ the work of the association
caonot fail to be struck by the manner in
which the association carried on its work.
He referred t1 the Bisley team, which he
described as ““an embassy of honor,” aund
expressed pleasure ai the mauner in
which the team had acquitted itself.
Although they had not carried off the
great prize they had done exceedingly
well, and taken some £80 in prizes. He
thought the team should, if poesible, be
in Eogland a few days before the matches
commenced at Bisley, s0 as to get their
land lege after the voyage. Fe hoped
that next year the team would gain even
greater distinction than last year, and do
honor not only to themselve, but to the
asgociation and to Canada. (Applauee.)
It would be strange if anyone aolding the
high position he did ehould not feel an
interest in rifle shooting, and he begged to
assure the association that he heartily
tympathized with its aims and objects,
end would do all in his power to promote
them. (Cheers.) '

In putling the vote of thauks to the
Hoo. J. C. Patterson, Minister of Militia,
moved by Lieut.-Col. Starke, the chair-

man eaid that in the Minister of Militia
the D.R.A. had a true friead. The chair-

wan aleo took occasion to express ap-
proval of the grants made by the Do-
minion Government, and suggested that
a listle further liberality would not be dis-
pleasing (o either side of the House.

Hen. Mr. Pattereoa in reply acknowl-
edged the cordial support given to him by
members of the House, irrespective of
politics,

General Herbert exp:essed his disap-
poiutment at not being able to lay on the
table oue of the new nfles, which were
now on the way from the old country. He
was certain that when the rifles arrived
they would give eatisfaction. Nine thou-
eand of them would be available in the
couree of a8 few monthe. He hoped to
make arrargements for conversion of
Martini Henns, which were the private
property of individual riflemen, as well as
thoee b longing to the force. From the
experiments he had seen at Enfield, he
formed a high opivion of the Martini-Met-
ford rifle, and for the purposes of the Can-
adian militia he believed it was a superior
weapon to the Lee-Metford, with which
the forces were armed in the old country,
General Herbert pointed out that the sim-
ple possession of rifles was no good unless
the wespon was well looked afier aund

. 1anges were provided for practice. Dou-

ble the old training was required for a re-
cruit in the British army nowadays, 200
rounds being required instead of 60. From
a citizen force they could not expect so
much, but he thought rifies, ranges aad
ammunition should be provided for prac-
tice. (Applauee.)

Several votes of thanke were passed,
including cae to Messrs. 8. Davis & Sone,
of Montreal, for the gift of a challenge
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prize worth $200. A vote of thanks to
Col. F, Henshaw, of Montreal, president
of the council, for subscription of $100,
was accompanied by a happy reference to
hisapproaching marriage, which provoked
from Col. Henehaw an equally happy ve-
gponse. With a partner in lite, his inter-
est in the work of the aesociation would
be doubled, and he should always be glad
to do anything he could. (Applause.)
He hoped the deficit of last year would be
wiped out, and that the wcalthy men of
the Dominion would double the income of
tte association. He made an earnest ap-
peal for increased subscriptions.

The proceedings closed with the election
of officers, which resulted in the selection
of Lieutenant-Colonel Gibson as president,
and the eame vice-presidents as Jast year,
with the exception of Lieutenant-Colonel
Beard being substituted for the late Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Botsford in New Bruns-
wick, Lieutenant-Colonel C. J. Macdonald
for Mr. Kaulbach, M.P., in Nova 8cotia,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Prior in place of
Senator Macdonald in British Columbia.
After the meeting the council met and re-
elected Lieutenant-Colonel Henshaw as
chairman.

After the D. R. A. meeting to day Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Gibson, president of the
association, entertained His Excellency
the Governor-General and about ouve hun-
dred other guests at Juncheon in the Sen-
ate restaurant. Amongst those present
were: Hon. J. C. Patterson, minister of
militia; Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, Hon,
Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. L. H. Davies.

~o—tlD- P

Reminiscences of Wimbledon

FRrEDERICTOR, 6th April, 1894.
Editor Canadian Military Gazelte:

In reading over the last iesue of the
Gazerte I notice some comments on the
life of the late Major Pearse, the Queen’s
prizeman of 1875, at Wimbledon, and
events of years ago came back to memory.
I wag a member of the Canadian team of
that year, which you will perhaps remem-
ber was a red letter year for the Canadian
team, for we won the Kolapore Cup, roll-
up the largest majority in the history of the
match, Caradiaus, 635 ; mother country,
601 ; besides getting several men into the
Queen’s 60, as it was then, Major Pearse
a8 the winner of Queen’s of that year was
the hero of the hour. It was common talk
on the range that Pearse bad a presenti-
ment he was to win the Queen’s and I be-
lieve expreesed himeelf so before the
match, but, be that as it may, he carried
off his honors well and bhis tall handsome
bearing and kindly manner won the ad-
miration of all, certainly a strong contrast
to a canny Scot who was the winner some
years before. The story goee, in fact I
wag almost an eye wilness myself, that
when the presentation was made by Prin-
cess May of Teck, he, after receiving the
bag of eovereigns from royal hands, made
bold to count them in the presence of the
whole assemblage. Another reminisence
in the life of Msjor Pear:e occurred in the
year 1878, at Wimbledon, We had been

unluzkily firing the Kolapore match at the
conclusion of which, by the way, one of
our team Sgt. Weyman made a magnificent
score of 91 points atjQueen’s ranges, Snider
rifle. It was u very hot day with dancing
light, and as a result such a score as above
was nothing less than a marvel, especially

as the weapon used was an ordinary rack
rifle, with the browning all worn off, and
the stock presenting that appearance usu-
ally to be geen in couutry armouries atter
8 twelve days camp. Addressing Pearse
I eaid, “Major, have you anything like
thie?” for it was the finest score with Snider
rifle made at Wimbledon that year, He
replied excitedly, ¢ show the man that
made that score in euch a light and I will
show you the best man on Wimbledon com-
mon.” It is uselees to say how proud I
was to do honors, and although we lost the
cup, Weyman’s ecore was & solace in an
hour of disappointment.

T. G. LogaIk.
—~ -

48th Highlanders.

“Company, 48th Highlanders, Toronto,
bad a very enjoyable smoking concert on
March 20th, right in the ambulance room
at old Upper Canada College Barracks.
There was a large atttendauce of the mem-
bers of the regiment. Capt. Currie and
Lieut. Campbell, the compauy officers, pre-
sided. An excellent programme of songs,
recitations, and instrumental music was
furnished by the members of the company
and their friends. Piper Trenam gave
some fine bagpipe music. The affair was
very successful.

The firat anoual banquet of the Bugle
Corps of the 48th Highlarders, Toronto,
was beld in Webb’s parlours in that city
on March 21st, and was a great success,

The chair was occupied by Bugle-Msjor
Roberteon, who performed his duties in a
eoldier-like manner. Among the guests
were Msjor Macdonald, Capt. McGillivray,
Lieut. Rameay, Mr, Alex. Muir, author of
% The Maple Leaf Forever,” Piper-Major
Ireland,Trumpet Major Belcher, G G.B.G ,
Bugle-Major C.8wift, Q O.R., Bugle-Major
Farmer, R.G., Professor Carkeek, Messrs,
R. Bennett, Bert Kennedy,and others. The
members of the band prerent were, besides
the chairman, Sergt. McKim, Corporals F,
Kennedy and D. Collie, Buglers C. Lamb,
C. Asber, J. Thomson, J. Parkinsou, T.
Dobie, J. Baoks, J. Russell, R. Kerr, A.
McKenzie, D. Stewart, B. L. Selby, H.
Urqubart, A. Kemp, J. Miller, F. Taylor,
F. Ford, aud A. Shedden. Lieut.-Col.
Davidson was upable to be present, and
sent a letter of regret. The toasts were
“The Queen and Royal Family,” ¢ Our
Commanding Oflicers,” drunk with High-
land honors, and responded to by Major
Macdonald and Capt. Md@Gillivray. ¢ Can-
ada” was respoaded to by Mr, Alex. Muir
in a rousing patriotic speech. ¢ Cavadian
Militia” brought epeeches from Major Mac-
donald and Lieut. Ramsay. ¢ Our Brother
Buglers” was suitably acknowledged by
Trumpet-Major Belcher, G G.B.G., Bugle-
Major 8Swift, Q.O.R, aod Drum-Msjor
Furmer, RG. ¢ Qur Guests” was re-
aponded to by Pipe-Major Ireland and Mr.
Bert Kennedy. Bugler Thomson responded
for ¢ The Ladies,” and the toast of * The
Press” concluded a most enjoyable and
enthusiactic gathering. Darivg the eveo-
ing Professor Cirkeek rendered some ex-
cellent piavo solos, Mr. Bennett sang some
fine comic conge, Messrs. Avnderson and
Parkinson gave guitar and mandolin soloe,
Piper Transholm a violin solo, and piano
and guitar eolos by Meeers. Williams and
Kennedy.

The Grenadiers.

After the long Lenten absiinence the
Grenadiers’ assembly, almost the sole joy
from society’s point of view, of Easter
week, came cff March 27th with all the
greater zest cn account of the relief, For
the first time the event took place in the
vew C)nfederation Life Buildiog, Toronto,
where Mr.. Blackstock gave her charming,
dance last winter. The hall was artistic-
ally adorned. Some 300 guests were prea-
ent, but among them were missed the
faces of the Government house party,
owing to Lady Macpberson’s death. Oa
this account the formality of the opening
lancers was dispensed with. There were
eeveral new numbers on the programme,
including s two-step by Souea, the master
of two-step composition, entitled * Liberty
Bell.” The committee was composed of
Ms«j>r Bruce, Cavnt. Taesie (chairman),
Capt. Cameron, Capt. Irving (hcnorary
secretary), Lieut. Lehman, Assist. Surgeon
King, Lieut. Willis. Amongst the guests
were: C)l. aod Mrs. Otter, Col. Turn-
bull, Col. and Mrs. Macon, Col. and Mrs.
Hamilton, Cipt. and Mre. Barlow Cam-
berland, Mrs. C)ckburn, Mr. and Mrs. G.
T. Blackstock, Major and Mrs. Bruce, the
Misses Boulton, Mrs. A. B. Cameron, Mr,
Victor Cawthra, Lieut, and Miss Caad-
wick, Col. and Mra. Graeett, Capt. and
Mrs. Gibson, Mr. and Mra. Albert Gooder-
ham, Mra. and Miss Gzoweki, Major and
Mrs. Hay, Mr. and the Mieses Kingsmill,
Surgeon and Mrs. King, Mzs. C. T. Long,
Miss Long, Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Osborne,
Major and Mrs. Pellatt, Dr. Rrerson,
M.P.P., Surgeon-Major Strange, Dr. C.
Temple, Mrs. aud Miss Turner. From a
distance were present: Mrs. Archer Mar-
tio, Winoipeg; Capt. Lester, Mr. H. E.
Gates, Mre. McKay, Miss Domville, Ham -
ilton; Miss Sullivan, Sault. Ste. Marie;
Mrs. Ruttan, Winnipeg; Mr. acd Miss
Gilmore, Mr. G. S. Morrice, Montreal;
Miss Alice Misoer, Buffalo; and Mr. R. F.
Morkhill, 5th Dragoone,

The 48th Highlanders.

The 48th Highlanders, 406 sirong, com-
manded by Lieut.-Col. Davidsoo, paraded
for the first time this season at the old
Upper Canads College ground. Curiosity
exists among the men a8 to where the
regiment will go for the 24th of May
(Queen’s birthday), but it has not been
decided yet. Quite a nomber of invita-
tions have been received from different
towns. The following regimental orders
bave been issued by Lieut.-Col. Davidson :
Ocderly ofticer for week, Second Lieut,
Cosby; mnext for duty, Second Lieut,
Thompson ; orderly sergeant, Sergt. Fraser,
F. Company. The resignation of Lieut.
D. H. McLean has been accepted. The
regiment will parade at headquarters on
Friday, April 9, as 8 p. m., and will con-
tinue to parade weekly at the same time
and place until further orders,

Dufferin Rifles

An important weeting of the Dufferin
Ritlea, Otiawa, took place on March 16th,
Lieut.-Col. Jones presiding,. The main
business of the meeting was to discuss
the appointment of a permanent crill in-
structor. After some discussion 1t was
unanimously decided to cogage Sergt.
Tnetructor Belau, of the Toronto School
of Infantry. He is probably one of the
best drill instructors in Canada, and will
reside in the city permanently. Under
his instructions the regiment should have
no d.fliculty at all in taking first place,
Members of the battalion will be delighted
to hear of this move, and the 38ih will
doubtless take a large-sized boom.

The question of a band also came for-
ward, aad it wae decided to organize one
for the regiment apart altogether from
eny other baunds in the city,
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Comparative Efficiency Re-
turns.

Editor Canadian Military Gazetle :

The cystem lately adopted of mwarking
the comparative stasding of the different
corps is susceptible ¢f much unfairness,
and has given canse for diesatisfaction.

A returo to the former method of the in-
epecting cfficer making a conciee report of
his infpection, would, in wy humble
opinicu, be fairer all round.

In the first place, under the new cystem
of merking, each military district havirg
a different inepecting citizer, it follows that
the return he makes of the corps in his
district will bear relatively little compari-
fon with the report of another inepecting
cflicer in Ais district.

Al men do oot look through the same
glasses,

A corps fortunsie enough to be incpected
by a D.A.G, who is a gocd fellow aud
views everything conlenr dec rose, will, in
the natural course of (hioge, receive high
marks ; whilea corps in another diatrict,

just a3 efficient, inspected by a martinet
who is aleo commandant of a wilitary

echool, and accustomed to the performance
of regulars, will be marked lower,

This is manifestly uufair, dis heartens all
ravke, and conveys a bad impression to
the public, without eny corresponding
-benefi:, '

The following iuciden's which have
-come under my personal observation will
pebaps bear out the above :

IncivExr No. 1.—(Maximum No. of
marks for horses in troop of cavalry is
20) A woop of cavalry recruited from a
city and far better mousted than any other
trocp in the regiment, is givea 15 pointe;
the other troops recruited in different sec-
tions of the surrounding country are each
given the rame.

Ixcipext No. 2.—~(Maximum No, of
marks fcr cflicers answering questione, 8,
as sppears by circular issued from head-
quartere, although ir the returns it would
appear that 24 is the waximum number;
however, after considerable siudy, I take
it that 24 marks is intended to include 3
cflicers, either on theetsff cr per ccmpauy,
but if this supposition is correct, it ig im-
poteible to ascertain the No. of marks ot-
taiced by each individual ofticer, which is
obviously unfair. It looks rather sb:urd
tofind that where the maximum is given
a8 24, eome city colonels are credited with
32 marks.) A captain of a troop of cav-
alry appeared before the inspecting cfficer
to be quectioned. As the queetions are,
for some reason that a fellow can’t under-
etand, prioted aud given {o each cflicer
eome days before the examination, the
latter sl.ould, if he takes any pains at all
to cont u't his book, readily answer. The
caplain was the ooly cflicer in his troop
quectioned—13 point3s were given, Query :
Why elould this cflicer receive 13 pointe
when the msximum is only 82 An ip-
fantry regiment from eame city was short-
ly after inepecied, and the captain of a
company whoe was absent without lcave and

coneequently not questioned, gets credited
individually with full marks.

Ixcipext No. 8.—(Maximum marks for
arms and armouries, 20 ) A troop of cav-
alry haviog armoury in city, tended by a
paid government caretaker, accoutrements
and saddlery in as good condjtion as it wae
possible to have them—points given, 15;
four country troops of eame regiment, who
had not half the conveniences and whose
accoutrements were in no better ehape than
they ehould bave been, get each the same
No. of marks,

Ixcipext No. 4. —(Msximum marks for
infantry, 150.) A city corps inspected in
1892 obtained 86} points, not including
target returns. Inepected in 1893 by a dif-
ferent incpecting officer, battalion being a8
eflicient, if not more so, marks given, in-
cluding target relurns, 58.71. This bat-
talion is the only city corps of its district,
and the marks given, protably the lowest
returns for avy city corps in the Dominion.

Ixcipext No. 5.—(Maximum No. of
marks fcr answering questions, say 8.)
An cfficer present at last inspection was
not questioned at all and received full
wmarks.

Added to this the fact that eome inepect.
ing cfficers deduct points for absentees, in-
cluding vacancies of commigsioned offizere,
and even cflicers and men absent from in-
spection with leave, on account of sickness,
vouched for by medica! certificate, or
necessary absence from home, whereas
other inspecting officers are more lenient,
and do not ineiet upon these deductions.

If these absurd returns must he made,
let the department spend a little more for
perer aud printer’s ink, ¢o that they can at
Jeast be understood. VEDETTE,

o

Women as Volunteers.

t—

Some months ago a spirited correspond-
ence was maintained in these columns, as
the outcome of an article which we pub-
lished on *“ A Volunteer Corps for Women,”
from the pen of Miss Ethel Stokee, As
was natural to expect, the most diverse
ideas were expres:zed in reference to the
practicability of carrying the writer’s viewa
into effect. Scmethere were who eudorsed
the lady’s ideas without question, whilst
otiiere, without going so far as to be un-
gallant, satirized her proposals with more
or less eeverity. As the correspondence
proceeded suggestions were made to the

. effect that it wus woman’s wission to cure

rather than to kill, and that there was
ample ecope for the exercise of such mili-
tary insiincts as she might be disposed to
display in nursing the sick and wounded,
who by the mischances of war would yearn
for gentle hands and tender hearls to alle-

vinte their sufferiogs. Kven those that
ventured to ecofl at the idea of women sol-
diers were amongst the foremost to adwit
the principle, eo admirably putinto words
by Sir Walter Scott, in * Marmion”:—
““When pain and anguish wring the brow
8 ministering angel thou.” Whilst giving
the various contributors to the controversy
all needed scope for the expression of their
opinione, we, ourselves, gathered up some
fringes of the arguments put forward, and

expressed approval of Miss Siokes’ objects,
in 80 far as she simed at the improvement
of the physique of her sex. We were,
however, constrained to take exception to
the proposal that ladiee should be armed
and drilled for fightiog purposes only.
Daring a later phaee of the discussion Migs
Stokee agsin entered the arena. Without
entirely abandoning the principle which
she first enunciated, she, in effect, admit-
ted that much really ueeful work might be
accomplished by a medical staff corps
composed of women. In this counection,
our lady contributor pointed out that tie
present medical staff corps pumbers under
2,000, out of a total of some 220,000 volun-
teers. As this body—so totally dispropor-
tionate to the whole force—would prob.
ably never be available at one time, an
auxiliary corps of trained women would,
she thought, be a welocome assistance. In
due courge the last word was eaid on the
matter, and it has slumbered uatil now, so
far as it affected the columns of this paper.

That the militaryv-medical scheme for
women was not dead, but only temporarily
dormant, is evidenced by the circular
which we print on another page of our
present impression. Like the article which
gave rige to the correspondence mentioned
above, the article we print to-day emantess
from Miss Stokes, This lady now, how-
ever, comes before our readers in a char-
acter which differs somewhat from that of
her first appearance. Her original sug-
geetion of a combatant corps, pure and
simple, has been modified in conformity
with what, we thiok, will be generally
considered wiser counsels, The project
in ite revised form is for the establishment
of a Women’s Volunteer Medical Staff
Corps. In launching her proposal in ite
present shape, Miss Stokes, and those en-
gaged wiih her in starting the new move-
ment, cannot fail to command much sym-
pathetic interest. Whether they will suc-
ceed 1n their endeavors to enlist that meag-
ure of perronal and pecuniary support,
which they appear hopeful of securing, is
another watter, and one on which we have
not ventured to form an opinion. We are
fully cognizant of the need of a more ade-
quate medical and vursiog staff to meet
the possible requirements of a mobiliza-
tion of the volunteer army for active
service. We are also aware that there are
hundreds and thoueands of women in our
midst who would be willing, nay anxious,
to render service to the cause of humanity
and to the state if a plan could be formu-
lated that would equare workably with the
combining of sentiment and utility. The
question 18, in these cirumstances, can our
military requirements, aud the desire of a
numerous tection of our female relatives to
be useful, be focussed in such a manner
as ehall result in the formation of a
Women’s Volunteer Medical Staff Corps ?
We leave the answer to Miss Stokes and
her coadjutors, as being the most compet-
ent judges of the psychical side of their
own eex. As will be gathered from a pe-
rusal of the circular issued by the execu-
tive committee, the intention is not merely
to form a baud of auxiliary nurees to the
V.M.J.C. of the other—we may no longer
eay steraer—eex, The promoters of this
new forward movemert purpose going
much farther thaa this. They stick in
one respect to the first idea of makiog the
corps a military body, which, besides be-
ing medically trained, shall march, drill
with arms, eccamp, te self-existent, com-
peteut to inke care of itself, and moreover
¢aro a capitation grant. A corps formed
on the foregoing !ines would, if accepted,
be of more practical value than any ﬁody
of purely civilian nurses, however zealous
and highly trained, owing to its dieciplined
character, and to the fact that ihe authori-
ties could in times of need command their
services inctead of inviting them.— Volun-

teer Record.



