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«IHAT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT GOOD "-Prov xix. 1.

PROVIDENTIAL DISPENSATIONS THE INSTRUMENTS OF
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#And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are tho called according to bis purpose.”

To the eye of sense there frequently seems little difference in point
of privilege, between the followers of Christ and ihe men of the
world. Those who live only for time and have no concern about
ilie eternity that lies before them, see in the pilgrims that are jour-
qpeying to another and better country, little to mark them out as
possessed of any advantages over the rest of their fellow men. The
varied circumstances of life are seen to fall out alike to the enemy
and the friend of God. The sun of prosperity shines upon the one
awell as upon the other, and they seem alike to share in the cala-
mities and misfortunes incident to the sublunary state in which they
live. Both seem to pass through a similar round of joys and sorrows
~both taste of the sweets of society and fiiendship, or experience
the bitterness of desertion and neglect. And then when the period
of this earthly sojourn draws to a close, they pass alike off life’s stage;
and when o few years have ran their course they become forgotten
and unknown.

But though the worldling may discern nothing in the condition of
Gol's people, to distinguish them from the rest of mankind,in a very

fliﬁerent‘light‘is their.position viewed by thoso who take the pageof

* It may be proper to state that this discourse was not only prenched in Pictou, where
The desire for its publication originated. The guthor, in his travels through the Province
{uring the last few months, found the houses of many of God’s licritage rendered desolate
by the prevalence of o malady which bas consigned many of the rising generation to the
g::ipm&fthis circumstence suggested the delivery of the Sermon in several churches,—

8

tbaps ne doclrine of scripture is better fitted to impart- comfort to God’s people under
Miction, than the one which the text unfolds.
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revelation as their guide.  On the testimony of the volume of inspi.
ration we learn that all the changes which they experienee, all t)e
pleasures and pain, all the trials and comforts through which they
ass, are overruled by the providential hand of their heaveniy
ather, and rendercd subservient to their spiritual and eternal goy.
The vast machinery of providence is said to be in operation for (e
accomplishment of a wise and merciful design regarding them.—
« And we know that all things work together for good to them thy
love God, to them who are the ealled aceording 1o his puipose.”
The statement of the text, viz: That all the events of life aro ¢
operating to further the spiritual good of God’s people, a mine of
comfort as it is to the saint as he staggers amid the chequered scene
of earth, and startling though its announcement may appear, is never
theless a doctrine which is exhibited in the inspired volume withoy
the slightest indication of hesitancy or doubt. The apostle seems
to have felt in penning these words that a response was found in hjs
own consciousness 1o the truth which they unfold. He does not say
we hopo, or we conjecture, that all events will, by their combined
influence, be rendered condueive to the spiritual wellbeing of be.
lievers. Itisinlanguage which conveys the idea of absolute certainty
that he announces the cheering doctrine of the text,~—ace know that
all things work together for good. And with what singular foree
and beauty does such language come from the pen of one whose is
tory was a history of trials and sufferings. From the hour that b
had been called to be a follower of Christ, his life had been one con
tinued round of trials and hardships. Frequently had he been ex
posed to the buffetings of his countrymen; many persecutions he hal
encountered in his efforts to extend the cause of truth: in his om
graphic language “he had been in perils of waters, in perils of nb
bers, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in tie
wilderness, in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
bunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” And
yet, on a review of the dangers and difficulties through which heba
passed, he felt that all through an unseen and mysterious agency, ad
been working together for his good» The doctrine therefore which
aul here lays down was one, the truth of which was established by
his own experience. And though bélievers may frequently be w
able to comprehend the designs of their heavenly Father, inap
pointing the varied vicissitudes of their earthly lot; still, they mar
rest assured, as Paul did, that these in their combined influence am
to them the instruments of spiritual.and everlasﬁng good.

The languagoe of the apostic in‘specitying the individualsto whon
the privilege described in the text clengs, is guarded. He doesnot
say that all things work together for good to all men indiscriminste
Iy, but enly to those who love God, to them who are called accont
ing to his purpose In the following.discourse, therefore, we sbdl,
in the firat place, consider the parties to whom the apostle refers;
they are such as love God, and are the called according to his pu
pose; and in the second place, the important declaration made r
pecting them, “all things work together for their good”

We are then, in the first place, to consider who the individul
are, to whom the privilege of the text belongs—they are such ash®

God, and are the called according to his purpose.
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Love to God, one of the characteristics of his people here specified,
though it is first mentioned by the apostle, is the sccond in the order
of succession, for no man can love God till he is called by God, any
more than an individual can perform the functions of life before he
is possesscd ot the vital principle of lite. 'We shall, therefore, in the -
first place, consider the second deseription which is here given of
God’s people—they are said to be called according to his purpose.—
In one sense it may be said that all who listen to the tidings of sal-
sation are called. The gospel is to be preached to every creature
under heaven ; it may be offered to all; the blessings which it be-
stows are adapted to 41l. There is nothing that stands in the way
of a sinner's salvation, but his own wilful rejection and hatred of
the means whereby it is secured. :

Such, however, is the natural enmity of the human heart against
God ; such is its love of sin; such is its indifference to the blessings
of salvation, that this outward call of the gospel is frequently made
toman in vain. Many are called, but few are chosen. All mankind
are subject to a deadly malady—the malady of s ; but thousands
refuse to accept of the only remedy which infinite merey hasprovid-
ol for them. "

But they whose privilege is described in the text have not only
listened to the invitation of mercy—the have felt the power ot the
call on their heart and complied with it accordingly. The gospel
has come to them, not only in word, but in power, and in the Holy

" Ghost, and in much assurance. Their understanding being enlight-

ened they have been led to see the reality of the overtures of grace.
They have recognized in the death of Christ the true and effective
propitiation for sin, and have thus renounced all fecling of self-de-
pendence in their hope of obtaining mercy. Through faith in the
atonement wrought out for them on Calvary, they are brought with-
in the pale of the divine favour, and thus secure an interest in all
the blessings of salvation. While others have turned a deaf ecar to
the call, it has come to zhem like a voice from heaven, and accom-
panied by the potent energy of divine grace, has transformed them
from the enemies to the friends of God, from the captives of Satan
to the willing subjects of Christ.

It is to be observed that God’s people are not only said to-be called
“but called according to his purpose, or as the words might be ren-
deved, according to his previous design. The reference is to the
purpose which ﬁod'formed in eternity, of marking out a certain
mumber-of the human family whom he should rescus by bis grace
from the' rninous conséqitences-of sin, and put in possession of the

blessings of salvation Which was to be purchased by the death of his

!)elovel% Son. The redemption of believers is uniformly represented
inseripture as the result of this purpose. “ He hath saved us, and
tlled us with an holy c¢alling, not according to our works, but
cording to his purpose and yrace; which was given usin Christ
Jesus before the world was.” Salyvation is thus a work perform-
ol in compliance with a désign which had been formed long
tuterior to the existence of tliosé Who should enjoy its blessings; it
Isnof an expediency arising out-of the -exigency of circumstances;
the evil was foreknown, and a remedy provided befc s time began

itscourse. Thiefall of man being foreséen, the Lamb was slain, his
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people chosen, and the covenant of mercy established before the
world was. Believers are thus called to salvation, not on the ground
of any superiority in moral excellence, by which they were to b
distinguished, but solely according to the sovereign and eternal pur.
pose of the Amighty.

That the subject of predestination involves a mystery which thy
human mind cannot fully comprehend, admits not of a doubt. Gods
purpose in election and the universality of the gospel offer, an
themes which, though they co-exist in revelation, secem to standjp
antagonism to each other. They are, as it were, two distinet ray
diverging at opposite sides from the eternal sun of truth which’s
encircled by a glare so dazzling and oppressive that our feeble visigy
fails to discover the point at which they meet. Around the being
and nature of Jehovah—around the perfections of his character—
around all his procedure in, creation and providence, there han
clouds of mysteries which tho intellect of man bas never been aljs
to dispel. And is it to be wondered at that in the economy of graee
there should be much about the divine purposes to elude our finite
grasp? It is enough for us to know that all the doings of the Al
mighty are characterized by unexring wisdom and boundless merey,
and that all his designs in the scheme of redemption must harmoniz
with these attributes of his character. It is not with the purpos,
but with the call we have to do. While in the far past ages of eter-
nity, before the many worlds that people immensity and reflect bis
glory were called into being, God formed the design of bestowing
the blessings of salvation upon a certain number ot the humm
family, he has at the same time issued a proclamation of mery,
addressed to all or any of the race, and it is only with this proc
mation that we have any practical concern. We are, as it wer,

passing along a river which took its rise in the eternity that is pss,

and will continue to flow till it amalgamates with the great oceand
the eternity that is to come; but it is only by coming and drinking
of its waters, and not by perplexing our minds about the nature of
its source, that we are to obtain comfort and refreshment to ourselves

Or to drop the figure, salvation was planned in the counsels of eter

nity; but with the designs that were thus formed we have no imme
diate concern; the offer of mercy is placed within our reach, andit
is our present duty to embrace the offer, and thus avert the const
quences of sin. As the husbandman, though conscious that disint
power may withhold the rain that is to fertilize his lands, and wit

out which all his efforts would be fruitless, puts forth his encrgics s

. .if success weroc altogether dependent on his own resources; so bt
sinner, if he is to be rescued from guilt and ruin, must, while relying
on a strength higher than his own, employ the means which diizt
grace has placed within his reach, must rouse himself io the mod
strenuous endeavours to embrace the offer which infinite mercy#
pressing on his acceptance.

" While they whose privilege is described in the text are tho calld
according to his purpose, they are also distinguished by the feeliig
which they entertain toward God—they are said to love Him. &
was previously remarked, the love to God which springs up in
heart of the sinner, is the necessary result of the divine eall wherely
he was turned from darkness unto light. Hence we see how clolf
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connected are the two characteristics of those of whom it is said,
that all thangs work tagether for their good. The divine calling and love
to God stand related to each other as cause and effect, “Not that, we
loved God but that he first loved us.” It is only when the sinner

- vields a full and unreserve i compliance with the call of the gospel that

fove to God in the heart talkes the place of that hatred which was

_previously entertained towards him. Prior to his acceptance of the

overtures of merey, the thought of God was asociated in his mind
only with feelings of enmity and aversion. But now that the holy
spivit has effected a saving change on his heart, God is regarded

“by him as the supreme object of his esteem. In view of the excel-

lencies of the divine character which he sees reflected on the page of

_inspiration, the Ianguage of the Psalmist embodies the sentiments

which fill his mind, - Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is
none in all the earth whom my soul desires beside thee.” The
Jove which he cherishes is not an imaginary feeling. It is a prin-
‘uple which engages all the powers of his moral nature. It is an
efiect which' propagates itselt through his whole being, extending its
influence to every department of his conduct.

Such then are the characteristies of God’s people as thesc are
lid down in the text—they love God and they are called according to
ks purpose.

We come now, in the second place, to consider the declaration
made vespecting the people of God,—we know that all things work to-
uther for their good.

Some are of opinion that the phrase, all things, is not to be taken
nits most comprehensive sense, but as having reference only to the

uferings which the apostle speaks of in a previous part of the chap-

«; and they regard the consideration contained in this verse as an

dditional reason why the afilictions of believers are not inconsis-

mt with their adoption into the family ot God. We prefer, how-

v regarding the words, all things, in their widest and most un-

wiricted sense, as denoting all the events whether of a prosperous

radverse charvacter, that fall out in the bistory of God’s people.
wording to this view nothing which ean exert an influence upon
dievers in their earthly course is excepted. The phrase is to be

-garded a3 embracing every corroding care that disturbs the peace

il serenity of their minds; every affliction that visits them, every

-mpest that sweeps over their temporal welfare and blasts: their

inst and dearest prospects ; every temptation that tends to alluve

e to the commission of sin ; every act of unkindness that is done

them. The words are 2lso to be viewed as including in their
érence the happy as well as the painful circumstances that fall
the lot of believers, such as the pleasures of society and friend-

b which they experience in common with other men ; the” joy

sing from daily intercourse with the Father of their spivits; the

~Which gladdens their heartsas they meditate on the exceeding
et of glory which they know they shall hereafter possess.

10w, of thess and all the other points of experience which enter
2 the eurthly lot of God’s people, tho apostle emphatically
lareg that they work together for their good, and what truth ean
‘tter fitted to impart comfort to their minds, exposed as'they
o the erosses and afflictions of this nether world.  Their course
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through life is not unfrequently one of a trying ahd chequered char.
acter. Their outward lot is at times indeed one of ease and comfort,
the circumstances of lifo are favorable, and all things present a ﬁu’r,
and smiling aspect. But often their sky is overcast, and the ocean
on which they are wafted to the haven of eternal rest, is tempestu.
ous and stormy. They are tossed from wave to wave; the billows
ot affliction roll over them. Now they enjoy some.swect seasons
communion with God ; they possess a comforting assvrance of a per.
sonal interest in their Father’s love ; they enjoy some pleasant fore.
taste of that bliss, which is reserved for them in a future state—
Again, they walk in darkness ; sorrow unseals for them its bitterest
fountains ; their great spiritual adversary is permitted to disturb
their peace. Thus while the path by which they reach tho city of
habitations may at times be smooth and pleasant, it is often stecp,
and rugged, and overlaid with thorns.

But, however trying and chequered may be the earthly circun.

stances of God’s people, these are all under the superintendence of
infinite wisdom, and areall co-operating to further their spiritual and
eternal good. It is to be observed, that it is not in their seperate
but in their combined influence that all the events of Providenceare
tending o their welfare Of each individual agency, it cannot with
truth be said that it is accomplishing the merciful designs of the
Creator ; apart from other agencies it may not be doing so. Asone
ingredient in a prescription may be a poison, but mixed with other
a cure, 50 one event in the history of God’s people might be an evil
but coupled with other dispensations of providence it may becomes

blessing. The great work of providence is not carried on by sepe

rate but by combined agencies, all things work together. This, at firt

sight, may appear to be inconsistent with the facts which weswe

around us. All things are working, it is true, but are there notan

tagonistic activities. Is not light opposed to darkness?—sin 10

holiness 7—prosperity to adversity ? Are not events which crowd’
into a man’s life one restless sea of joys and sorrows, of success

and reverses !

Now we do not undertake to explain every anomaly in providens,
or harmonize the apparently discordant elements that make up the
earthly lot of God’s people. We may, and oftentimes must of nece
sity, fail to discover the harmony, because of our creature limitations
The operations of providence are rather a grand process thana seis
of facts, and continuous working, reaching far back into the etemiy
that is past, and stretching forward into the eternity that is to coue
rather than successive and isolated results. We come into being
and find the mighty work going on; but we can neither connecti
with the past nor calculate it for the future. The great machiney
we cannot survey as a whole, for we ourselves are a part of it, dom
among its workings and filling our appointed place, so that wear
not rise to some lofty summit which commands the whole. st
therefore to be wondered at that even such parts as come withintt
immediate range of our observation should sometimes appesr di
jointed and disordered. As the tyro in astronomy when his atiek
tion is first directed to the planctary system, draws the conclusio
that the movements of the heavenly bodies are characterized b
confusion and disorder, whereas a higher knowledgo would tes
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him that all were under the control of fixed and unvarying law ; so
we, the creatures of a passing hour, are apt to imagine that no wise
and gracious design underlics the events ot providence, whereus,
when we consult the volume of revelation, t{:e *.eliever’s spiritual
chart, we learn that when the Almighty foresaw from eternity the
individuals of the human family who should be made the subjects of
his grace, he so arranged the circumstance of their earthly lot that
these should combine to farther their immortal welfare. But while
faith may be necessary to accept, in all its breadth, the doctrine of
the text, viz: that all the events of providence are tending to the
welfare of God’s people, there are many of the dispensations of pro-
vidence which cur own consciousness can attest to be of a wise and
benign character. Affliction, for example, which in itself is & sore
and trying evil, is in the experience of God’s people converted into
a blessing. It is when the rod of chastisement is laid upon them
that they strip the world of its delusive fascination and regard it as
- asehool in which they are training for the full manhood of their
being; it is then that, feeling the inadequacy of earthly friendship to
- impart solid relief, they are led to repose with unwavering confidence
on the arms of infinite love; and it'is then that, made alive to the
excoesing sinfulness of sin, they are awakened to the desire of seck-
g after holiness, and constrained to look earnestly to that eternity
which seasons of uninterrupted health and prosperity are so apt to
- exclude from their regards.  As the light of day dawns upon the
world from beneath the dark wing of night; as spring with its flow-
ers and blossoms issues from the icy arms of winter;-as the air
_ comes forth purified from the hurricane that has spread death and
desolation on its march, so the believer rises from the furnace of
afiliction, holier, more Christ-like, and fitter for the inheritance
- which is reserved for him in the skies. Behind the apparently in-
tricate machinery of providence the Almighty sits, guiding every
movement, keeping all its parts in unbroken harmony, and so direet-
ing the whole that events which may seem.complex and anomalous,
are made to issue in the spiritual good of his adopted children.—
- ¥any examples of this cheering doctrine are recorded in the word
ofGod. We see it str 'kingly illustrated in the case of Job. How
severe and accumulated were his afflictions. At cne period of his
bistory ho was the greatest of the men of the cast. He wasrich in
flocks, and herds, and extensive in possessions. He was blessed with
anunerous and prosperous family. But in an unexpected hour he
was stript of his property and bereft of his children—one message
after another conveying to him the sad tidings of his misfortunes.—
Look at this man overwhelmed with affliction, suffering from a loath-
some disease, and sitting among ashes—houses, lands, friends, chil-
dren, all gone.  Who could have caleulated good to vesult from such
aseries of calamities? Yet good came. “The Lord blessed the
latter end of Job more than the beginning;” by his afflictions_his
 viows of Jehovah’s characler were enlarged; he was taught the duty
of bowing with implicit resignation to the divine will; while the
patience under suffering which he displayed, will be commemorated
80 l.on%las the world lasts. The.same truth is also forcibly illustrat-
edin the divine conduct towards Joseph. He was destined by Him
%ho knows the end from the beginning to be raised to a position of
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the highest dignity. But through what a series of trying zeverses
was this'end accomplished. Instead of being plated at once inan
elevated station, he, the favourite and indulged son of his father,
was hurried to a foreign land and sold as a slave; and though e
soon gained the confidence of his master, he was, through a false
accusation, immured in & dungeon. Behold the young exile in his
chains, and say, was there any circumstance in this trying dispensa.
tion likely to raise him to the post of honor next the throne. Yo
we find that every link in the mysterious chain of events that tran.
spired was connected with the glory that followed. The envy of
his brethren, his falling into the hands of tho Ishmaelites, the false
accusation that was preferred against him, his eruel imprisonment,
the dreams of the royal officers and the forgetfulness of one of them,
the years of plenty and the years of famine, were all working to-
gether for the elevation of Joseph, and through him for the preserva.
tion of a family out of whom was to spring one who should  achieve
the world’sredemption.

The same mercy mingles with all Jehovah’s dispensations with his
people. If he cast them into the furnace it i3 that they may come
forth from it like gold seven times purified.  If he prune themasa
vine, it isthat they may he more fruitful. If be bring them to
Sinai and awe them by its terrois it is that they may be won by the
tender voice that issues from Calvary. Their true felicity now, and
their eternal glory bereafter, are the objects he has in view in all
his dealings with them, and he well knows how to accomplish them.
Many of the.saints have discovered cven on earth, that their severest
trials were in reality blessings in disguise; and though, in the cuse
of others, clouds and darknessshould hang over the divine prov.dure
toward them, till they descend the valley of the shadow of death,
eternity will reveal to all of them the benign influence of every
tribulation which oppressed them in their earthly sojourn. “Whatl
do thou knowest not now, but thou shall know hereafter.” < We
know that afl things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

In conclusion, the subject to which our attention has now been
turned is well fitted to impart comfort to God’s people amid the try-
ing and diversified scenes of the preseut life. | If, my friends, yeu
are among the number of them who know, iii their blessed es
perience, that God is the supreme object of. their love, then from
this passage you are warranted to draw the conclusion that all the
events of 1ifc are co-operating to further your good. Let the con
viction be deeply rooted in your mind that the darkest dispensations
of your earthly lot are designed by an all-wisc and tend.r Father
for your immortal well-being. View them as so many cords woven
by his merciful hand, to conduct you to that region of serenity an
joy, when the tear of sorrow shall be wiped from every cye. I
patience then have its perfect work. What though the cup _whwh
you are called to drink be filled with bitterness and gall, if it pro
moto the health of your immortal spirit. What though the night
which sets in upon you be dark, if through its gloom you can i
cover the clear shining of the star of promise. What though the
road which you are called to travel be rough and weary, if it lead
more earnestly o desire a seat in your Father’s house of many
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mansions, when the pilgrim’s staff shall be laid aside. What though
- the storm which howls around your bark be loud and violent, if it
. waft you nearer the port of cternal peace. When from the heights
. of bliss and in the cloudless light of eternity you come fo survey

your carthly experience, you shall find traces of wisdom and good-
- ess at every step.  Crossesand disappointments which now oppress

and grieve you, shall then be looked upon as the gifts of a father's
love.. The remembrance of affliction felt to be trying and severe
now, shall then awaken songs of loudest gratitude. -

[Tbe followirg article was intended as the leading article for our January No., bus
mitearsied, so that it did not reach the printer till the number was printed. As the sub-

* jects of which it treats are of irterest at any moment, we insert the article in our present
So~En.] .

REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW YBAR.

This is & “stand point” in the ceascless revolution of the seasons,
of solemn and instructive importance, and admirably adapted for
serions thonght and refleetion.  From it we can with advantage take
srefrospeetive view of the past-and study with profit the lessons
which its various transpired occurrences are ealculated to impart;
‘wmd from it, as from a vaniage ground, it is our duty calmly to sur-
wy and thoughifully to consider the existing state of affairs in the
wiild, note their peculiar tendency, impartia?] y to preconceive their
utmate results, and accordingly endeavor to arrango our future
worse of action 50 as to be prepared for any emergency. It is act-
ine thus that distinguishes the wise and prudent in the world, from
Je foolish and unthinkidg. A brave and skilful general in the dis-

«ition of his forces or in his arrangements for battle never acts at

wdem or from blind impulse. He first ot all carefully reflects up-

nhis former successes or reverses, and if possible, from some cle-
ated eminence, surveys the enemy, observes its order aud position,
sweapons and mode of assault, notes the ground on which the
atestis to be decidéd _whieh cither wins or loses a kingdom, and
xordingly arranges the order of battle. So with the same discre-
‘nof forethought ought we to act amid the multidudinous affairs of
te. Now, life 152 battle ground, and we are or ought to be soldiers
shungfor akingdom of eternal duration; we ought therefore cager-
i avail ourselves of every advantageous opportunity by which
Trieve past reverses, and form arrangements by which in future
wy on successfully & campaign which infallibly promises to se-
refor us such glorious and magnificent rewards.  Every new year
wents such'an opportunity.
Inaccapdance with these remarks it may not prove uninteresting
nnstrietive to take a retrospective glance at the most import-
teventsof the past year, and from the bearing of these upon the
stitand the future, urge a few of the cuties which during the
Jming year demand.our special attention.
149 has now passed away, but:the events to which it gave exist-
% the revolutions which it exéited and matured, the principles
«hit called into activity and ,the.gueat cords of national and
wlsympathy which have been'toucheéd,—all will continué to
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excrt a powerful and a plastic influence in moulding and forming the
future character and destiny of the world. If we admit, a3 some
of the wisest and hest profess 1o believe, that we are living on the
very threshold of mighty revolutions which are to break up long
establisbed customs and time-worn institutions, and which are to be
succecded by a new and a better order of things, then the events of
tho past year, and the present excited condition of the world, demand
more than a passing glance or a cursory notice. Among some of
the most important occurrences of the past year we may briefly no-
tice the following:

1. The Italian campaign.—This was one of the most exciting and im.
portant events of the past year. The whole of Europe was threatened
with a most terrible and destructive war. The most distinguished
statesmen were unable to discover asufficient reason for the war, orte
understand why the two pewerful emperors with such mighty armies
and with such deadly intent should confront each other. Reasons were
assigned by both parties, but these were unsatisfactory to Turope,
and even to themselves did not appear conclusively justifiable. The
whole civilized world with breathless anxiety watched the move
ments of the contending belligerents. None could predict the issues
of the sanguinary strugale. But this state of anxious and painfu!
uncertainty was suddenly terminated by a hurried peace, which set-
tled no question, which established no principle, and which satisfied
no party. Blood was profusely spilt and brilliant victories obtained,
but, these failed in effeeting the ostensible design, viz: the independ:
ence of the Italian States. The two contending monarchs refired
from the blvody field, the one exasperated by his successive defeats
but not humiliated, the other with martial enthusiasm glorying
his brilliant victories, but in secret sadly disappointed with ther

abortive results.  But the consequences of this war and peace wer

far otherwise than those anticipated by the contending powers—

Lombardy was wrested from the despotic grasp of Austria, andax

nexed to Sardinia. Three Italian States expelled their Supreme

Rulers and prociaimed their independence. The Pope’s civil jun:

diction rcceived w severe if not a fatal blow. The confidence &

Turope in the present order of things has been terribly shaken, and

a martial spirit aroused which torrents of human blood can alore

with difficulty allay. In what this mightv revolution which soué

denly startled Europe and disturbed its peace may ultimately ter
minate, none can with certainty predict. But it is our duty towat

its movements and to be prepared for ifs results—to recogmist i

it the hand of a wise, a presiding prov.dence, who constriins s)l\l

things to contribute to the promotion of His own glory and thes

vauncement of Iis people’s welfaro. . .

2. The China difficulty—The successful manner in which the b
tish fleet u year ago conducted lts operations in the Chins wsk:

in compelling Canton to capitulate, in capturing Governor Yeb, 20

in protecting British residents there, together-with the treaty “i’”

Lord Elgin negotiated with the Celestial Empire, excited the higl ";

hopes and the most sanguinoe anticipations in Great Britain, that .‘1

exclusive policy and isolated condition would now for ever tcm&
ate, and that henceforward its ports would be thrown open thria
trade of the West, and its swarming millions accessible to thorelis

Bl o ae.,

o
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of Jesus. But during the last summer the Peiho affair dissipated
these expectations, and for a short time closed the gates of China
against westerncommerceand the Christian religion,so that that coun-
try sustains now an attitude of hostile defiance to the whole civilized
world, and is resolved, if possible, to maintain its isolated position.
But this is impossible. Preparations are now made and arc about
to be carried into effect, to compel it to accede to the terms of the
treaty proposed, and give sufficient guarantee that its provisions
shall be faithfully respected.
- 8. The revival in Ireland—This is one of the most extravrdinary
and beneficial occurrences of the past year. The tide of spiritual
" influences and divine power which two years ago began to rise and
flow on this side of the Atlantic, seemed, as it were, to follow the
- course of the gulf stream and to pour in its benignant blessings of
spiritual life upon Ireland, so long the stronghold of Popery and
© degrading suporstition. Ireland has long been the down-trodden
srf of the “ Man of Sin.” But now a bright and a glorious day
seems to have dawned uponit. The sux of righteousness is rising upon
" it with healing in his wings, and beginning to pour down upon this
land of darkness benignant streams of spiritual and reviving light.
0f late years Popery has been fast losing its hold upon Ircland, and
the extrordinary spiritual revival with which it was blessed during
the past summor, has immensely contributed to the overthrow
_within it of that monsirous amalgam of Christianity, idolatry, and
* superstition. A few more spiritual reviving seasons, and Ireland is
forever Jost to the Papacy. During the last summer hundreds of
both young and old have been brought to a saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ ; and the glorious work is still going on. Though this
-revival at the beginning was accompanied by pbysical manifesta-
tions and other circumstances of rather a doubtful character, so
much 50 a8 to involve it in considerable uncertainty, yet the moral
effiects resulting from it are so murked as to remove every reason-
sble suspicion of its being in reality the Spirit’s work. Wherever
this revival has appeared, drunkenness and erimes have greatly di-
minished ; rumsellers have abandoned their immoral traffic and are
endeavoring to carry on a’ more legitimaie business; prisons are
being emptied, alms houses of all kinds are becoming more and more
deserted, and a religious awo seems to have scized and settled down
tpon the minds of these who have not yet given any evidence of
earnest piety. We have no hesitation in pronouncing this « The
Lord's doings, and it is wonderful in our eyes” And while we write,
the same wlorious wave of spiritual revival which has so extraordi-
uarily volled from America to Ireland with such signal blessings,
bssnow reached Scotland and is pouring in upon that land of free-
dom and gospel trath renewed spiritual life. Scotland is now mov-
ing and prepaving herself to receive the munificent blessings which
the Father of mercics and the Spirit of all grace appears ready to
pour in upon her  Let us pray that the same wave of spiritnal in-
Znences may sweep over this Provineo and revive the work of God
hoor midst.  In spiritual rovivals, the past year has been remark-
dly distinguished.
fwe now advert to local matters, we see two events standing out
Prominently among all the other occurrences of the past year, and
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of the utmost importance to the future welfare of this province—theso
are the contgmplated Union between this church and the Free Church
of N. 8., and the signal victory obtained by Protestantism over Popery
in-tho last political contest. In whatever aspect these events can be
contemplated, and their special bearing upon the religious and educg-
tionnl condition of the Province, and also upon administrative atfairs,
their wxital importance cannot bo too highly estimated. Uhnion
among Christian brethren is what every pious man should earnestly
pray far, and unceuasingly endeavour by all legitimate means to
cffect: - Whatever disunion may conscientiously obtain among
Christian denominations differing in the form of church government,
diseipline-and fundamental doctrines, no such disunion or sectarian
existenco.among the different Presbyterian denominations of this
Province can be justified by cither scripture or reason. They all
profess to adhere to the same standards, respect the same discipline,
and preach the same doctrines. Between them all there exists, asy
point.of difleyence, no fundamental principle of any practical im-
portance. Why not then unite, and unite at once? This is a questioy
more easily asked than answered. Were the envy, the jealousy, and
distrust which keep them apart, widen the breach, and perpetuate
the.separation, annihilated, then the most formidable obstacles,
might.say: the only obstacles, to union, would be removed. Wherever
those unchristian passions are predominant, there opposition to
Christinn-unity is invineible. We rejoice to note that two influential
families of the Presbyterian Church ave drawing daily nearer each
other, and-from tho cordial aceeptance by their vespective Synnds
last samme. of the prop-sed “Basis,” and from the harmonims
concurrence with the Synods of the varions Presbyteries and Ses
sions to which the ¢ Basis” has already been submitted, we may
reasonably anticipate an early consummation of the Tnion. For
this desirable objecct let us earnestly pray.

For some years past, popery in this provinee, as in all the warld,
has been putting forth powerful efforts, and making immense strides
towards regaining its lost ascendancy. Many for a timo were de
ceived by its.craft and cunning. But when concealment becameany
longer impossible, and as it thought unnecessary, it laid aside its
mask, and then the “-beast ” appeared openly m all its apoealyptic
deform ty. Protestants were excited and aroused throughout the
provinee, and by a determined and vigorous effort, demonstiated to
the world their immense superiority. Tho last political contest
dealt popish power and influence in Nova Scotia a staggering blow,
and reassured all true hearted protestants of their unanimity and
invincible strength. -

Such then are a few of the most important events of the past year.
It is our duty, as wise discerners of the times, to notice them and
assign them that position which their importance legitimately de
mands. Now, as we are entering upon another year, it becomes s
to pausc and reflect upon the presentstate of the world and actnally
bend our energies to the performance of those duties which its spe-
cial circumstances require. Among these we may notice that

1. Concert and unanimity among Protestants, at the present time, are
absolutely indispensible.  We see_that popery in ail parts of the
world is just now combining and mustering its forces, asif fors
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‘final contest. Yts principles and‘ unscrupulous prcteng,ions Qemo_n—
strate that no't,hingI less than universal supremacy will satisfy ita
wholy ambition. In every instance in which its power has been
developed, it has proved itself the detormined enemy of independ-
aice ot thought, the implacable foo of civil and religious liberty.
Its tendency ever has been to degrade, impoverish, and barbarise
mankind. It is therefove of the utmost importance th‘at protestants
bo tully preparcd for the threatened storm, by acting in concert and
wanimously, in defending liberty and truth. _

1. More of the spirit of prayer is needed. In the per(‘or_mance. of
{bis spiritnal duty, we have hitherto been too apathetic. More
earnestness and spiritual forvor are needed. The design of prayer ia
10t to extort or violently wrest from a reluctant f}od spiritual. bles.
sings aud mercies, but to prepare ourselves for their reception. - God
is villing and ready to pour down upon us every needed blessing,
but we are not prepared to reccive them. Preparation on our-part
is absolutely necessary. This is the design of prayer. Between
wrnest prayer and the reception of spiritual .blessnur, {.here is by the
sppointment of God an inseparable connection. . While at, the pre-
wnt moment an extraordinary tide of spiritual influences is rolling
over many parts ot the world, let us more than ever, by our.carnest
sod fervent prayers, be prepared for the reception of. the heavenly
Hessings whieh it imparts. Let us, by our unceasing importunity at
the throne of grace, arrest the Spirit’s course, and draw down upon
miselves and upon our land its revivingand enlightening influences.
«Then shall the wilderness and solitary place be glad for thew, and
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” o
The present aspect of affairs in the world portends trqubles ahead.
The nations of the woild are mustering their forces, and preparing
for what appears to be imminent—a terrible contest. Whether it is
tobe the final struggle, we cannot undgrtake to affirm. But at all
esents, it shall bo one between despotism and freedom—between
tth and error—between light and darkness. The vials of Jeho-
wb’s wrath would now seera to be full and ready to bo poured out
gon all the enemies of the truth. The effects will be terrible. In
view of these portending calamitics, our duty is to rely with implicit
unfidence on the geodness and merey of our God, to stand faithful
sen unto death, and to rest assured that the Supreme Ruler will
wnstrsin all things to work together for his people’s good, the
womplishment of all his benignant designs, and the ultimate pro-
motion of his own eternal glory.

B

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY.

o ks et a4 8 o e e

DEATH-BED EVIDENCES. . _.to.you ahout n painfulsubject,—I mean

the subject of death-bed evidences. 1

. wantto warn you against the common

I THE REV. J. C. RYLK, Be 4% 304 that people magy £o on, in sinful

Rector of I d;;;ﬂmm Suffolk wordly ways, and yet be saved without
N 2

anf trouble at last.
Beader,—I wish 1o say a fow words It iz sadto hear how people sometimes
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talk about death-bed evidences. It is feel happy about his state, It is very
perfectly fearful to observe how little well s Eu- ‘a8 it goes, biititisnot gon.
sntisfies some persons when a neighbor version. It is very well iniit&way, b
dies, and hov’ easily they persuade itis not faith in Christ. -
themselves that he is goneto heaven.  Reader, until I see conversion. ang

Many will tell you when their reln- faith in Christ, I caunot and dave n
tion is dead and gone, that “he made feel satisfied about 8 dying man’s sy
such a beautiful prayer one dey,—or Others may fecl satisfied if they pleas,
that he talked so well,—or that he was and say after their friend’s death, the!’
g0 sorry for his old ways, and intended hope he is gone to heaven. For oy
to live so differently if he got better,— part I would rather hold my tong
or that he craved nothing in this world, and say nothing. I would be congey
—or that he liked people toread to him, with the least measure of repentan
and pray with him.” And because and faith in a dying man, even though
they have this to rest upon, they seem it were no bigger than a grain of mys
to have a_comfortable hope thathe is tard-seed; but to be content with aur.
saved. What did their relation say thing less than repentance and ﬁm{
about Christ ? Not a word ! What seems to me next door to infidelity. !
evidence did he give of thorough repen-  Reader, what kind of evidence do yu
tance? None atall! What sign did mean to leave behind as to the stateof
he give of saving faith, of conversion, your soul? Lay to heart what I hap
of a new heart, of meetness tor heaven? been saying, and you will do well,
None, none whatever! But it matters  When we have carried you to your
not! There was s little vagne talk of narrow bed, let us not have to hunt o
religion, and they are content! They stray words, and scraps of religion, in
shake their heads, and “hope he is far order to make out that you were a true
better off than he was on earth.”” In believer. Letus not have tosayina
short, they trust he is gone to heaven. hesitating way one to another, I i

Now I have no desire to hurt the feel- he is happy, he talked so nicely on
ings of any one who reads this paper, day, and he seemed so pleased withs
but I must and will speak plainly upon chapter in the Bible on anether ge
this sulject, sion, and he liked such a person, wh

Quce for all, let me me say, that asa who is & good man.”? Oh! let us ke
general rule, nothing is so unsatisfactory able to speak decidedly as to yourcor
as death-bed cvidences. The things dition. Let us have some staodins
that men say, and the feeliugs they ex- proof of your penitence, your laith, ai
press when sick and frighteued, are your holiness, that none shall beatk
little to be depeuded on.” Often, too for a moment to question your stete—
often, they are the result of fear, and Reader, depend on it, without thiy
do not spring from the ground of the those you leave behind can feel no s
heart. (gften, too often, they are things comfort about your soul. We mayue
said by rote,—caught from the lips of the form of religion at your burial, ad
ministers and anxious friends, but evi- express charitable hopes. We my
dently not felt. And nothing can prove meet you at the church-~yard gate, st
all this more clearly, than the well- say, ** Blessed are the dead that diei2
known fact, that the great mujority of the Lord.” But this will not alt
persons who make promises of amend- your condgition. If you die wiltu!
ment on a sick-hed, if they recover, 0o conversion to God,—without repentace.
back to sin and the world. ~and without faith in Chnst, yer

When aman has lived a life of funeral will only be the funeralof ale
thoughtlessness and folly, I want some- soul.
thing moxif than-a ‘fe;v fair 'mggs a}x]zd

ood wishes to 8atisfy me about his ¢ anrraTe SpN
goul, when he comes t% his death-bed. TO AN ANXIOUS SINNER.
1t is not enough for me that he willlet  You say:—*Therc is no merey 2
me read the Bible to him, and Eray by me! My day of grace ispast”
his bedside; that he says, “he has not  Reply~—How ([i;o you koow tbis}
thought so much as he ought of religion, Did Jesus ever tell you so? ?h&ls'
and he thinks he should be a different either the suggestions of a lying Derh
man if he gotbetter.”” All this does or of your own unbelioving hestt~
not content me,—it does not make me Rathe}' than trust either of these,. J8
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" had betterbelieve Tlim who says, “Him
that cometh unto' me I will in 1o wise
cast out.”’

You ek :—*"Why:hsve'not the pray-
ersof pioud parents forme been answer-
.t LT

Religions Miscellany.

47

ceived notes day alter day. asking for
advice in the all important matter,
“What must I do to be saved 2"

It was but yesterday I got a little
note which read somewhat like this:
“I know that unless I believe on the

Anstoer,~— Perhaps they are now Lord Jesus Christ I shall be lost; I
Leing answered i the fact, that you are know that faith in Cbrigt alone can
an snxious sinaer, insteal of a stupid, save me, and yet it secme-as’if I can’t
. unfeeling one.  Go_to Jesus, like the helieve. Jesusstandsthereand I stand
woman of Tyre, telling him that you here, while thereis a deep chasm be-
are a dog, and want the crumbs. My tween us; and somehow, Ican’t get
gul for yours, if he casts you offl— over. I wantto, I try to, but I can’t.”
" You are the unwilling one. You stand _ Well, I supposc that ia justtiie strug-
contradicting him, when he says, I gling .0int, andthateverything depends
" willin no wise cast out.” upon the simple issue. If that man is
" You exclaim :— Oh ! that T had died here this morning, let me tell him that
in infancy: then I might have been it is life or denth to him; that immor-
gved,” &c. tality is on the other side of that chasm,
Such wishes are idle. You are no and sin and destruction on this. Now,
longer an infant. What a sillyoneyou can’t you trust in the Lord Jesus?
- are, to talk of *“ might have been saved” Why, my brother, come with me a
once, and refuse to be saved now, when moment. Stand by that tomb in Beth-
{hrist says, ¢ Come unto me allye that any vhere Jesus groans in spirit and
" lsbour, and are heavy laden, and I will is troubled. Hear him as he prays to
aive you rest !” his Father and our Father. See him
° Some sioners stand a long time, as fhe big tears trickle down his checks,
shusing themselves and doubting Christ, for in the shortest verse of holy writ it
cherishing their unbelief, and arguing is said, “Jesus wept.” Go up to him
aginst his 1.ve; and at last have to go as he stands weeping over a nataral
tohim as their only Saviour. Others death with those mourning sisters, ani
af once look away {rom themselves, and looking up into his tearful, sympathiz-
seing the print of the pails, instautly ing face, say, ‘“Jesus, master, have
eclam, “My Lord and my God!” mercy upon me!” Will he not doit?
believing that those wounds were made Will he not dry up your tears and com-
for their transgressions, fort your heart? Or, will he scorn you
If you think there i8 anything too and spurn you from his feet? No!no!
peealiar in your case to be managed by Jesus is the same sympathizing Jesus
w0 Almighty and loving Saviour, then as in the days of his flesh; and he is
isyour humility mostinsufferably proud. more willing now to receive you than
He could save a million such as you, you are to go to him. Then cannot
without exhausting his love an jota.  you trust him? Thereis no help for
Salvation is not to wait till some mir- you if you cannot, for there is no Savi-~
acle is wrcught before we come ; nor till our but Jesus!
xchave made ourselves different from  But why should you not? You can

whtwe are now; it is instant closing
with Christ : first, for his forgiveness,
s our Priest ; next, for his teaching, as
ar Ifrophet ; lastly, for peace, account-
inghim as our complete and accomplish-
e righteousness, a8 our great God, our
Srereign and gracious Ruler.

“1 caN’r BELIEYR,’
A speaker at one of the noon-day

mmeser meetings in Philadelphia, made

Y.

e fllowing vemarks:—My heart has,
et deeply concesned about; the sinners ™

~itin the midst of w8, I,i common
vilh many others I'duppose, bave're-

trist me, you can trusta fellow crea-
ture, and why should you not trust Je-
sus, who is infinitely wore worthy?
But, sinners, you ought to and you
muss trust him.  Say therefore, now, I
will trust him so far as to begin to serve
him, and if you don’t see more clearly
this hour you.will the next, and step by
step advagcix_ig‘, Jesus will save you.

TEE FIFTY YZARS' COMMUNICANT ; OR A
FORMALIST'S DEATHBED.

On a cold,snowy winter’s night, some
years ago, I accompanied a friend‘to
visit an old woman in one of the closes
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that run off the High Street of Edin- had been but weaving togsther t}
burgh. We ascended o long stair, and of self-rightéo tiess Which shy T8

. s8 which she wa
found in a small room the old woman now clasping. aroulid-her so clogely—
lying oo her bed. No one could look And now her feefiweéks xooh to stumije
on her foatures without seeing that on the dark modalas,
death was very near.. Suddenly she fnoved:he¥ hand,.ag i
From our. friénd wo learned that she she wished to say som thing to s
was full eighty gqm's of age; thatshe We came very close to ‘her, for Ly
had made ‘a’kind of profession fur fifty voice was growing feeble, and we heped
years ; had ‘Béen & member of one of to hear some inquiry after Jesus, N, -
the most privileged congregations in she had quarclled with one of he
Edinburgh; but that, alas! there was neighbors about some trifle, and e};e
o reason to bélieve she knew anything wished us to take her part. Thus y;&.
of religion but the mere empty form. she spending her dying breath. I
She had enjoyed the faithful ministry soul seemed siler.t against the warning
of DrC. and Mr M:, and had regularly or threntenings that so often make;'a
gat down at the communion table, and sinner tremble. The door of her hea
now her ordinances were sll over for seemed double-locked agaiust the Lo
ever. ) . .. knocking ; a thick veil of formality wy
Wo went up to her bedside, andsaid, upon her heart—the growth of ffy
“So you are very ill—death is very years of dry, lifeless, fruitless prof:s
near—the doctor says you cannot live sion; and now she was going beforehs
above a few hours: what is your hope Maker and Judge with a mizcrable Jy
for eternity ?” in her right harnd. )
«Q,” ghe said, “nobody can say a  She died about two hours after: be
single word against me. I waya mem- light went out in darkness. !
ber of Dr C’s church in bis time and  We often read of shipwrecks; m
afterwards for fifty years, ‘a regular often do we picture to ourselses thy
joined member) was never absent fearful moment when the perishing w
from the sacrament once that I can discovers he is lost. But thereis asti
remember.”’ X . more terrible scene—the shipwreck ofs
* If you are trusting for salvation to soul. What an awful moment that ma
that,” we said, ‘“you are hiding in & be when a soul that has slept on secur
refuge of lies, and death will sweep all in sin, with a name to live, discosen
your hope away.” that all is lost !—all hope gone for eve!
0, but,” she said, “I was always a —the false peace shivered to picces, an!
decent woman: nobody can say any- the sinner now beyond the reach s
thing against me.” mercy ; remembered Sabhaths—remer-
(Ve quoted God’s word, ‘Mo that bered communions and professiuns, sl
believeth shall be saved; he that beliveth crowding up to the agonized viewd
not, shall be damued.” But she began the lost!
again about what she called her “ privi-  Let us give dilligence to make &
leges” for fifty years, and her soul seem- calling ang election sure.
ed so hardened and blunted by her life- :
long form of godliness, that the arrows

of God’s word seemed to make no mark RELIGIODS )
on her conscience. US EDUCATION.
Here was a solemn lesson, to show When the intellect of Soatlsl

what privileges uablessed can do.— sprung forth like a goudly treenpst
They had not been without effect, but the stock of religion, there werefer
tho eflect was but to scar and hardzn. printed books, no schools of sciencet?
They secmed, alas, to bave been but art, and'no academies of learning b+
the savor of death unto death. We sides the parish-and a veryfew borcugt
thought of the fifty years’ Sabbaths, schools. The character of allinsiree
and communion Szbbaths, under the tion was religious and scripturs), b
ministry of men of God'who bad been in the schools and universities &
blessed to the conversion of many sin- was maintdined by the Iearninﬁ af
ners, and the refreshing' of many of oversight oi the clergy, s that teei
Zion’s_children, All these precious tellect of our land grew and fonsished

"~ means of grace had been no means of by the preaching of the word. Nt
grace to this poor dying sinner. They in order and importance amorg
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fruits of our true and faithful chureh,
are the domestic and social affections,
gweeter th n life, and stronger than
death, which grew, and still do grow,
Jefore our cottage hearths, Butof these
haw shall we speak without a tear, when
the grey hairs of our wurshipful fathers,
and the careful aspect of our self-denied
mothers, with all our dear hrothers and
sisters, living aud gune, rise before our
ml, as we were:wont to mees them as-
sembled in family wovship, when night
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and morning we sang together the songs
of Zion, listened to the wurd of God, and
united oursouls under the priestly waide
of our father's powerful prayers! What
unity of domestic love, what strength of
natural ties, what fidelity of social ebli-
gutions, what ackunowledgment of tar-
distant relationship; in one word, what
a heavenly ascociation of human hearts,
for the keeping of His commnandements,
hath Gad made to flourish under the
humblest roof I—.non,

CHILDREN’S CORNER.

A BRAVE BOY:

1 shall never furget a lesson T raeceiv-
ed whea at the schoul in A .One
merning, 28 We were on the way to
school, one of the scholars was secen
driving a cow toward a neighiboring
field, A group of buys wet 'him as ~hc
was passing. The opportunity for rid-
icule was not to be lost by a boy of the
pame of Jackson. **Holloa!? he ex-
claimed, *what’s the price of milk? I
g1y, Jack, what do you fodder on?2—
What will you take for all the gold on
the cows hurns? Boys, look here; if
you want to see the latest Paris style,
behold these boots!”

Watson, waving his hand to us with
a pleasent smile, and driving the cow to
the field, opened the gate, saw her safe-
lyin the enclosure, and then closing it,
rame and entered the school with the
rest of us. After school, in the after-
noan, he let out the cow and drove her
off, none of us knew where. And cevery
day, for two or three weeks. he went
through the same task.

The boys attending A——school were
neerly all the sons of wealthy parents,
wwl some of them were dunces enough
o look down with a sort of disdain up-
w3 scholar who had to drive a cow.

With adwiralile good nature did Wat-
“u bear all their silly attempts to
wgumi and zonoy bim. I suppnse,
Watson,” said Jackson one day, “1
sippose your papa means to make a
mitkman of ¥iu.” ¢ Why not? ” ask-
ed Watson, " “Qh, nothing; only don’t
lease much water in the cans after you

. T them—that’s all!” The boys
lughed, and Watsori, not in the least
_ mortified, replied,  Never fear; if ever

1 should rise to be a mitkman, I’ll give
gond measure and gzood milk too.”

The duy after this conversation there
was @ public examination, at which a
number of ladies and gentlemen from
the ncighboring towns were present.—
Prizes were awarded by the Principal
of our school. and both Watson and
Jackson received a creditable number:
for, in respect to schularship, thess two
were about equal. After the ceremony
of distribution, the Principal remarked
that there was one prize, consisting of
a gold medel, which was rarely award-
eq, not so much on account of its areat
cost, a3 because the instances were rare
which rendered its bestowal preper. It
was the prize of ueruisy. The last
medal was awarded about three years
agn, to a boy in the first class, who res-
cued a poor girl from drowning.

The Principal then said, that, with
permission of the company, he would
relate a short anecdote. ** Not long
since, some boys were flying a kite in
the street, justas a poor lad on horse-
hack rode by on his way to the mill.—
The horse toaok {right, and threw the
boy, injuring him «o sadly that he was
carried home, and condined some weeks
o his bed.  OF the boys who had unin-
tentionally cansed the disaster, none
followed ta Larn the fate of the wound-
ed lad. Thete was ene boy, however,
whe bad witnesse i the aceident from
distance, who n 4 anly went to make
enquiries, but stayed to render services.

¢ This scholar soon learned that the
wounded buy was the grandson of &
poor widow, whose sole support consist-
ed in selling the milk of s cow of which
she was the owner. Alas, what could
she now do? She was old and lame
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and her grandson, on whom she de-
pended to drive her cow to the pasture,
was now helpless from his bruises.—
¢ Never mind, good woman,” said the
Loy, ¢ I can drive your cow.’

But his kindness did not stop here.
Money was wanted to get articles from
the apothecary. ‘I have money that
my mother sent me to buy a prir of
hoots with, but I can do without them,’
‘O no, said the old woman, ¢ I can’t
consent to that; but hereisa pair of
heasy boots that I bought for Thomas,
who can’t wear them. if you would
only buy these, giving us what they
cost, we wonld get on nicely.’” The boy
bought the boots, clumsy as they were,
aud has worn them up to this time.

“Well, when it was discovered by
otlier houys of the schuol that vur scholar
was in the habit of driving a cow, he
was assailed every day with laugh er
and discipline. 1lis cowhide brots in
particular were made matter of mirth,
But he kept on cheerfully and bravely,
day after day, never shunning observa-
tion, driving the widuw's cuw, and
wearing his thick boots, contented in
the thought that he was doing right;
caring not at all for the jeers and sneers
that could be uttered.  1le never under-
tosk to explain why he drove a cow ; for
he was not inclined to make a vaunt of
his charitable motives, and furthermore,
in his heart, he bad no sympathy with
the false pride that could look down
with ridicule on any useful employment.
It was by mere accident that his course
of kindness and self-denial was yester-
day discovered by his teacher.

« And now, ladies and gentlemen, I
appeal to you was there not true hero-
ism in the boy’sconduct? May, Master
Watson, do not slink out of sight behind
the blackboard! You are not afraid of
ndicule, you must not beafraid of praise!”

As Watson, with blushing cheeks,
made his appearance, what a round of
applause spuke the general approbation
af his conduct!  Those elumsy buots on
Watsun's feet seemed a prouder orna-
ment than a crown would have been on
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his head. The mednl was bestowed or;
him amid general acclamation,

T'he other buys who treated Watsop
with ridicule were heartily ashamed of
their conduct, sought and obtained hiy
forgiveness and friendship.

Dear children | never despise another
who may be more plainly elad tha
yourselves. There 18 many a noble
heart under a well-patched garment—
‘Whenever you are tempted to leok scorn.
fully upon ore in apoor or plain dress
think of Edward James Watsun—ghy
brave boy and his gold medal.

LOVE ONE ANOTHER.
A littlo girl with happy look,
Sat slowly rerding a pond’rous book,
Al buund with velvet and edged with guld,
Aud its weight was mero than the cbild
could hold ;
Yet dearly sho loved to ponder it o'er,
Aud cvery day she prized it more,
For it said, as she lovked at her dear hute
brother,
It said, “ Little children must love another. -

She thought it wag beautiful in that buk,

And the Jesson howme to her heart she tuk,

She walked on ker way with a trusting grare,

And a dovo-liko lovk on her meek young
face, °

Which suid as plaif as words could say,

The Holy Biblo I must obey, )

Sv, mlaumn:x, I'll be kind to my darling bt
ther,

For “Little ehildren must love one anather”

I'm sorry be is nnughty and will not prag,

But I'll love him still, fr I thiuk the wa;

To make him gontle and kind to e,

Will be better shown, if I let Lim sco

£ strive to do what X think is right,

And thus when I kneel to prav to-night,

X will clasp wy arms around wy brather,

And sr;]y, "’Littlo children wust luve one -
other.”

The little girl did as the Bible taught,
Aund pleasant indeed was the chasg @
wrought,

For the Loy looked up ‘n gled surprise,
To meet the light of ber loving eyes;

His heart was full ho could nut speak,

1o pressed a kiss on bis sister’s cheeh,
And God looked down on the happy m- the
Whoso little children loved each other.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

NOYVA SCOTIA.
THE WEEK OF PRAYER.
The invitation of the Ludiana Missivn-

aries was cordially responded to in this
city.  On Monday a Union Prayer
Mecting was held at 9 o'clock a. m.
andat 3 p, m. DBoth meetings were
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thronged by deoply impressed audien- George Patterson. Rev. Mr. Humph-
ces. Brery morning during the week rey made o few closing observations.
the Uuion meetings have been better Qn the .wholo it was oneuf the most
attended than ever before; the prayers 1mpressive meetings we have cver at-
offered up were characterized Ly pecu. tended. The addresses were all char-
fiar solemnity and earnestness :}lld the nuter)xzed hy earnestness and energy ;
exhortations were in general Lrief and the Prayers were fervent aad simple.

pungent. ,
The St. Matthew’s and St. Andrew’s
Congregations met together in St. An- W aro happy tn learn that the week
drew's ab 11 o’clock.  Rev. Mr. Boyd has beon observed as a week of prayer
reached and Messrs. Scott and Jardine in all the loading towns ixnd villages of
offered up prayer. St. Paul’s, St. the Provuncg. n New Glasgow, a cor-
Georac’s, the DBrunswick strest, the respondent informs us that Messrs Roy,
Grafton street and the Granville street S"‘wnr’t and Walker each held services
Chapels, Poplar Grove Church and the +% 11 o’clock on Monday morning and
North Baptist Chapel were also open at 1 the evening the three Congregating
11 o’clock. Service was held in Chal- met Mr Waulker B'(‘»hlll‘f'h-— My Stew-
wers' Chiureh at 74 o’clock on Monday 8t presuing, On Tuesday all met in
evering; at 11 o’clock on Tuesday 5 74 Mr. Roy's Church—Mr. Walker presi-
o'clock p. m. on Wednesday and 'l‘lsm:s- dt“,g-—a‘nd on Wednesday in Mr. .SQGW‘
day. Special services were held alsoin X s, Church — Mr, Roy presiding.
most of the other city Churches,— I7it- Services were to be continued in the
ness same rotat «n on Thursday, Friday and
: . .o to day  Such meetings must be very
W referred in our last to tho special p easant and edifying. 1n Pictou, Wind-
serviees held daring the week, ab the 0 3¥ajlice and Trure, speeial services
invitation of the Lodiana Mission, and geps held but we have receved no par-
we promised further particulars. -

ticulars as yet.—J10.

On Friday the 13th, a vast congrega- .
tion gathered in the Tewmperance Hall A Lover of Zion, writing frem Traro,
both at 11 2. m., and at73 p.m.  Atthe informs us that lass week that village
first meeting the Chief Justice presided was a scene of much intevest, A
foran hour. 1lis strength then failed Young Men’s Christian Association was
him and he retired, The venerable recently furmed which meets on every
Chairman was assisted by Rev: M_r. Saturday evening fur religicus exercises.
Uniacke, who addreesed the meeting in On the Tth inst., the Appeal from the
sery fecling terms. The first prayer “Far East” was luid before the Associ-
was offered up by Rev. John Scott. ation anlit was resolved to hold a
Rev. Mr. Sprague addressed the meet- Puablic Piayer Meeting on every day of
ingon “The Power of Prayer.”” Rev. the week fullowing from 9 to 10 o’clock,
Mr. McGrogor then addressed thetl.rone 4. . On Monday morning the Ilall
of Grace. %{ev. G. W. Hill delivered & was crowded, and some were enable to
spirited address on the “Spread of the obtain seats. Day after day the atten-
Gospel.” Rev, G. Boyd, then ofiered dance increared, and on Saturday morn-
up prayer, and Rev. Mr. Munro spoke ing not ouly the body of the Hall but
briefly on Christian effors. even the gallery was filled. Most of

Tn the evening the Hall was ineapa- the exercises were cgnductod by lay-
Ue of containing the vast numhers men. Sabbath the 15th was ohserved
that thronged to the meeting. 1t was asa day of Thanksgiving. The Pres-

expected that Dr. Twining would pre- yotarian Church was kindly placed at
side, but he was provented by scr ous

ilness. T. A. S. Dewolf, Esq., ably the disposal of the Association, and in
supplied his place. The opening 1:vay- the evening it was crowded to excess.

%l”m offered up by Rev. T. Jar..ine. Ministers and people of all denomina-
ev. T, Crigp addressed the meetinr on 3 ited in ti ices.
“The Week pof Prayer,” Rev. J. Diow- fons unite In the services

ster, on “Christian Union,” and Rev. ’ avve Ly our New Brunswick
John Hunter on “The signs of the We obse Yy

Times” Prayer was offered up at in- exchanges that & Daily Prayer Meeting
evals by Rev. R. MecLearn and Rev. was commenced in St. Jihns,—12b.
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ON THE SETTLEMENT OF THE ISRAELITES IN
' CANAAN.

The following centinuation of Mr Trotter’s article should havo been the first in the pre.

sont No. but was overlooked by mistake, and is therefor insected bero.
CHAPD. 11. | . .

The settlement of the Israclites in Canaan was also partly intend-
ed to prepare the world for the reception of the Gospel, and to fa.
cilitato its propagation when the time for it had arrived.

No country in tho world was ever more favorably sitnated than
Canaan, for thesc important purposes. It lay between Iigypt and
the countries to the south, on the one hand, and the extensive Bm-
pive of Assyria on the other; and had access to the Kast, through
the Red Sea, and all the countries of the West, through the Med;.
terranean. A considerable part of its northern sea-board was ocen.
pied by the Pheenicians, by far the moust active and enterprising
people of ancient times, and the Israelites were generally in close
alliance with'them ; and everything remarkable in the history, insti-
tutions, and character of the one, could not fril to be known to botl,
Confined as the Pehnicians were to a narvow and barren strip

. of land, extending from Tyre on the south to Aroer on the north,
a distance of* 120 miles, and not exceeding 20 in its greatest breadih,
they addicted themselves to navigation and commerce, from the ea-
liest times, and depended chiefly on the Israelites for bread. Huek
xxvii, 17, Aets xii. 20.  They planted colonies in the greater part of
the islands of the Mediterranean, and round all its shores; passed
the Straits of Gibraltar, and formed settlements along the coasts
both of Iurope and Africa, to a great distance. They are known to
have traded in the Red Sea, and through it, with Judea; and are
believed to have known the passage round Africa by the Capeof
Good Hope. Tyre was ithe great emporium of trade in ancient
times, and was resorted to by tho most distant nations of the ecarth
Bzck. xxvii, 7—24.

Between Tyre and the Jews there was a friendly league, which
had lasted for ages, Amos i. 9, and the peculiar character which the
fatter sustained, and the more remarkable incidents in their histor:.
could not be wholly unknown to the former. The fate of Tyre and
Sidon themselves, was distinctly foretold by the Jewish prophets,
and the fulfilnent of their predictions, could not have failed to
produce a lasting impression on the minds of all to whom they
Dad become known. Were London or Liverpool razed to the
foundation and made a desert, and were it certainly known that
such o catastrophe had been foretold, what a sensation would it
ercate in the civilized world, and to how many interesting speculs-
tions would it give rise! Many of the predictions of the Ilcbrew
prophets were widely disseminated, and not a few of the Oracles of
the Sybil can be distinetly traced to this origin. That they wero not
only known in distant regions, but that they also created an intense
interest in the minds of numbers, appears from the fact that tnestar
which announced our Saviour’s birth, was regarded as an intimation
of that expected event among the nations of the East; and Virgil's
Pollio shows as clearly that the West expected some offspring of ta¢
gods to appear on earth for the purpose of correcting all the abuses
which time had introduced—ot removing all the ills of life,and
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bringing back the golden ago to the earth. The fellow passengors
of the prophet Jonah, who were bound to Tarshish, & port of Spain,
were not unacquainted with the power and greatness of the God of
Israel; and the friends of Haman in tho capital of Persia, believed
that the Jews were under the protection of a special providence,
which rendered it unsafe for any person to contend with them.—
Fsther vi. 13.

The Jews oceupied & central position among the nations of anti-
quity, and exercised a greater or less influenve in consequence of
that civenmstance.  They had Assyria on the one hand, and Egypt
on the other; for many years the t wo most powerful empires on tl.e
earth. 'The ebrew commonwealth was too insignificant to become
an object of jealousy to cither of them. 1t generally preferred an
allianee with Tgypt, but oceasionally leaned towards Assyria, and
this vacillation naturally destroyed the confidence of both, and ren-
dered them indifferent to its interests unless when they were
inseparably connected with their own.

Lgypt had ho timber for ship-building, and depended for it on the
fovests of Syria, and without the possession of the same country,
Assyrin had no access to the Mediteranean, and it thus becam - a
bone of contention between them. They were each of them desir-
aus of incorporating the country within thei~ respective dominions,
but being mutually afraid of one another, and unwilling to come
into absolute contaect, and knowing how highly the Jews valued
their national existence, they thought it the best policy to make
them tributaries, and rule them by means of princes of their own,

The Jews were thus still a nation, and so long as they enjoyed a
mational existence, with a power on each side to which they could
render important services, they were of far more consequence than
they could have heen in almost any other situation. The united
smpire of Beypt and Ethiopia, when in the meridian of its glory,
comprehended the whole of Northern Africa, from the shores of the
Atlantie to the Indian Ocean, and its anthority was acknowledged
by a large poportion of the human race. Assyria on the north, un-
derits different names and dynasties, was equally extensive, popu-
lous and powerful, and for a time was more suceessful, for the pow-
erof Beypt was shattered by Nebuchadnezzar, and laid prostrato
by Cambyses, till it was again renewed under ihe Lagidae, when it
wwsumed its former posiiion in relation to Assyria, taen under tuo
sy of the Seleuzidae, and when the Jews also lifted up their
heads nnder the Maccabees.

Palestine was always too insignificant to be an object of jealonsy,
dther to Bgypt on the one hand, or Assyria on the other; but for
the reason already stated, its alliance was valued and desived
by both, but especially after the defeat of Pharoah Necho at Car-
chemesh, (Jer. xlvi. 2) which stripped him of all his conquests in
Syria, in the organizing of which he had spent a number of years,
and threatened to lay Egypt open to his rival. Though Nebuchsd-
nezzay was victorious, he must have suffeved severely, as he took no
immediate advantage of his suceess, but even permitted Jehoizk m.a
treaturs of Phiavoah Necho, to occupy the throne of Jernsalem for
aperiod of four or fiv» years 2d Kings xxiii. $8—85, and xxiv. {.—
But having repaired his losses, he compelled the Jews to become his
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tributaries, and the King of Egypt to confine himself wilhin his
own bounds, 2d Kings xxiv. 7. ~

All these transuctions were calculated co bring the Jews into no-
tice, and to malke known the peculiaritics of their woiship among a
great number of the nations of antiquity. Accordingly there is a
time predicted in the Scriptures, Jer. xix. 28—25, when there shall
be a highway between Egypt and Assyria; and the Assyrian shall
eome into Bgypt, and the Kgyptian into Assyria; and the Bgyptian
shall worship along with the Assyrian. “In that day shall 1srae),
the third, together with Egypt and Assyria, even a blessing in the
midst of the earth, whom the Lord of Ifosts hath blessed, saying,
blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands,
and Israel mine inheritance.”

REVIEWS.

1

A rrEw ReMaINs oF THE Rev. JadmEs McGreGcor, D. D. Bdited by
his Grandson, the Rev. George Patterson.  Philadelphia : Joseph
M. Wilson. Picton, N. S., James Patterson. Ilalifax, Messrs. A
& W. McKinlay.

The remains of Dr. McGregor in this volume, consist of eleven
different picces. These are, *a Defence of the Religious Impreca.
tions and denunciations of God's wrath, contained in the Buok of
Psalms, against the enemies of the Gospel”—¢On the Millennium™—
“A Guide to Baptism "— Letter to o Clergyman, urging him to set
free a black girl he held in slavery "—lLettier to the General Aso
cinte Synod—Ad lress to the United Secession Synod, on behaif of
Picton Academy—* The prosperity of those who love Jernsalem.”a
Synod Sermon—Address to the Students of Pictou Acadamy—Tet-
ter to the Glasgow Colonial Society—DPrivate Letters—and, Tranda.
tion of a portion of one of his Gealic Poems.” It is evident thay
the subject of s me of these pieces are of lasting importance, ad
must ¢ gage the attention of christians in all places and at all times;
bat others of them seem to have been written in particular circum
stances, and on special occasions. A few of them were sent to the .
press by Dr. MeGregor himself, and several were cavefully writlep
and prepared for it although at distant periods of his lite. ~ By pub-
lishing these Remains, the Iditor will accomplish two important
purposes—he will gratify the admiiers of Dr. McGregor with a few
specimens of his most carefully written productions, and he willaf
ford readcrs themselves an opportunity to judge of the aecuracy of
the estimate which the Editor has formed of the intellectual pow-
ers and literary attainments of Dr. McGregor as .iven in the Mo
moirs. It is not our intention to enter into a full review of afl these
Remains; this is quite unnceessary = 3 is uncalled for; but ther
are two or three of the picces which merit special consideration—
To these we solicit the attention of our readers, reserving our gen-
eval remarks upon the book as a whole, to our concluding pars-
graphs. ’

The first picce in order is, an Essay on the Tmprecatory Psalns.
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As this is a subject which has engaged frequently the attention of
the learned, and as it is one highly practical in its nature, we think
we cannot do better than enter upon it somewhat fully. What, then,
we purpose to do, is—First, state Dr. McGregor's theory on the sub-
ject; Second, examine his discussion of it; and Third, make a fe'zv
general observations of our own, suggested by this Essay. By this
means, we apprehend the simplest and clearest view of the lissay
jtselt will be brought before the mind of the reader.

I. Tue Tueory oF Dr. McGregor. This theory might be stated
in 2 very few words of our ownj; but we think it will be better and
more convineing to quote the words of Dr. MeGregor himself —
There is one paragraph in which, it appears to us, the whole theory
iscontained ; it is & somewhat lengthened one, but since it is s0
comprehensive, and 5o necessary to our subsequent observations, we
trast our readers are prepared to bear with its length. It is as
follows:

Page 12. ** We gaid aliove that there are such monrters of men in the world
ss promote earnestly the everlasting destruction of mankind. This character is
cnphativally dizbolical, as far asit goes, hut it wants the finishing stroke to
make them ncarnate devils, These men are within the reach of divine mercy,
and conseguently of our henevolence. They may yet be “created in Christ
Jesus unto good worxs; ”’ the heavenly five may be kindled ir their breasts, and
they may be made to Jove the Lord with all their soul, and their neighbor us
themselves, For their obtaining these hlessings, we vuyht to pray fervently.—
Botif to their black char. ¢'er, we add the sing'e feature of final perseeerance,
fley then want nothing which the devil possesses, and they are deservedly ex-
duded from our benevolence.  Such men there are, hut they bave nn title to that
apeliation, for there is not one narticle of humanity in them, hot they are in
evry respect as malicious, implacable and obstinate adversaries of God and man
ssBeelzelub.  Soch was Judas, who hetrayed our Saviour; such were several
o the chief priesty, Seribes and Pharisees, who knowingly delivered the Sun of
Gadtobe crucified : and such are all who are guilty of the unpardonable sin,
tesin against the Holy Glust. The smallest degree of bsnevolence towards
tue, must be accounted the bitierest malice towards all mankind ; and there-
frewur blessed Father in Chirist hath freed us from all gand will to them, by di-
teling us nut to pray for them. “There is w sin unto death, T do net say that
techall pray for 1t 1 John v. 16.  These persons are precisely on a level with
Brdecil, and we wre to have the same affection for them both. They are equal-
Irizeapable of enjoying any good or indeed evil, but since they do evil as carn-

wiivand incessantly as if they enioyed it, it is highly reasonable to wish it to

&, esen all the length of everlasting destructioo . Upnn this principle, I

ik, the severest of the imprevcations in the buok of Psalins may lie defended,

wppesing the objects of them to be persons of the abave character, which T hupe

Wrtoprove. All finally unbelieving and impenitant sinners, though their

zimy not be au agpravated as those of the above incarnate devils, are, in

vzerespects, upon a level with them ; hecause they campletely resist, oven to

Leead, God’s offers of salvation, ar that light which he hath given them; there-

Eetathem may be npplied all the less grievous impresations.”

Io this paragraph, we consider, that the whole of Dr. McGregor's
teory is contained ; but that there may not be any mistake, and
it we may give as full an exposition of it, as our limits will per-
ot we shall subjoin a few sentences from the paragraph immediate-
Sidloving,

Pie 3. “ Mureover, though there are finally unbelieving and impenitent sin-
Inint e world, yet who they are, we cantot know.  Gud hath wisely ordered
Eatthe nishingg stroke of their chavacter, viz. final perseverance, should for-
s edude our search, or, _atleast, till they be beyond our reach, and thercfore
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we kave none to whom our imprecations may be particularly applied. The incar-
nate devils are so perfectly in the disguise and shape of the men to whom we
must do no harm in thought, word or deed, that we can never distingu’sh be.
tween them; and therefore we must aim at no pardcolar person, in our impre.
cations, lest we should hit an improper ohject.  We are hound to consider every
individual in the world as a man, aad to treat him accordingly ; henee impreca.
tions contract not in the smallest degree our benevolence to our fellow men, -
Neither will it follow that imprecations are useless, beeanse we ean apply them
to no man ; for though we cannot, yet God will direct them to their proper i
jost.  Man must offer them up to God. and leave them in his hands to e gp.
plled as he pleases; and *“his hand shall find cut all his eucmies; lis iz
hand shall find ont those that hate him.”

In these two pavagraphs, we conceive, the whole of Dr. McGre.
gor’s theory is contained. If thore be any essential or important
principle connected with his theory, not contained in these pas.
graphs, we confess that we have unwittingly overlooked it; wd
should it have any special bearing on the subject, we shall be suy
for the omission. IFor, we are most anxious to present the vicws of
our author as fully and luminously as our space will permii, that we
may subject them to a thorough but candid examination.  We widh
the reader to mark a few phrases which we have putin italies in
these extracts. They will aid not a little in realising the opinions
put forth.

We think it will assist in some degree the understanding of these
paragraphs, and consequently the theory itself, if we throw thun
into the form of so many distinet propositions. If then, we are nt
greatly mistaken, the following prop-sitions may be most lugiculy
and fairly deduced from these extructs.

1. There are some men—monsters we may call them—who po
mole carnestly the everlasting destruction of mankind ; but tui
character, how much soever diabolical, wants the finishing stroke s
make them incarnate devils.

2. These men may, for onght we know, become the sulj. cf of %
vine grace; and therefore it is our duty to pray that they may ke
come such.

3. But if the single feature of final perseverance in their wickel
ness be added to their character, then we must ciassify them wib
devils and consider them excluded from our benevolence.

4. 'It follows that such individuals should become the subjerts
our direst imprecations—of such imprecatious as the severeste
tained in the Psalms. i

5. Some men may finally persevere in their wickedness, but tieir
wickedness may not be 50 great as others; to them may be apptd
the less grievous imprecations.

6. We know not those that will finally persevere in their wick::
ness, and therefors our imprecations should aim at no parti-+r
persons. .

7. Although our imprecations aim ai no particular persons. \‘!’-5}
they ave not useless; man must offer them up generally, snd G4
will apply them particularly.

All these proposi ions, wo consider, are held as logici] ande T
clusive, by Dr. McGregor; and all of them, it will be readily ad-t
ted, are contained in the two extracts which we have given. ":_t
object in presenting them distinetly or separat -1y is, thal they ua
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“gand out in alto relicvo, as it were, before the mind of the reader.—
it by this arrangement we bave succeeded in gaining our object, it
will be unnecessary at the present stage of our review, to stop and
pke any farther explanations.  We proceed therefore to consider,

L. Tue Discussion GiveN or rtiis Tusory. The discassion of

ewrse, includes the illustrations and arguments by which it is sup-
prted. It is divided into two parts. In the first, our author vin-
Jieates these imprecations as David’s; and in the second, he vindi-
ates the use of these imprecatory psalms by Christians.  In vindi-
ting these imprecations as David’s, he points ont who David's
ecemies were, and what was their character.  David’s enemies were
_ihe seven devoted nations of the Canaanites—the other heathen
ani neighbaring nations, who adopted and acted ou the prine ples
of the Canaanites,—and Saul and his accomplices. The spirit of
fuvid’s imprecations  is next illustrated. e prayed against his
aemies—not out of revenge—but in true faith—under diviue in-
girasion, and as 2 type of Christ. These topics, we consider, are
“wrv successfully and satisfactorily illustrated. Thnder the division
of Tavid praying in true faith, there is an ingenious tabular view
geen of warrants, imprecations and answers. It certaiuly places
wme of Dr. MeGregor’s opinions in a very strong light, and under
yvery simple formula.  These exhaust his arguments and illustra-
fions, in the firet part.

The second part of the Essay, which is the one with which we
lave mast to do, contains a vindication of the usc of the impreca-
ey palms by christinns. Our anthor endeavors to prove hiere that
wprecations are a permanent duty. To establish this position he
retovs seven arguments. 1. They area moral duty, required by
P iaw of God, the eternal rule of man’s ohedience, Deut. xi. 24 —
vrii 11 to the end ; Judges v. 23, 2. The Lord declares planly

i+t he will curse and destoy ctevnally, all his implacable enemies.
3 We find many others besides David going before us in the same
yretice. Noah, Isane, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Elisha, Jeremiah, Nehe-
wish, Malehi.  In the New Testament, Christ, Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 14;
edthe Chaorch, Aetsiv. 24, 4. Gou has promised that he will hear
edancwer holy and good imprecations, and he has already i innn-
reable instances, accomplished that promise. 5. They are plainly
v =terd i that form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples.
i 2wl hath appointed them as means of the preservation oi the
thureh, and of the destruction of her enemies. 7. The saints shall
Is judge the cnemies of the gospel; and their praying
stikiem now is but doing, implicitly and indefinitely, what they
it doat the day of judgement expressly and particuiarly, Mat.
s~ 1 Cop, vl 2-30 These aroe the whole of the arguments. wiv-
¢ i his own words, with which our author supports his position;
i without question form the most important part of the Bssay.
T wish we conld have given some of the illustrations of these ar-
grentss g our space forbids.  We recommend the reader to per-
vethem cavetuily. In the second chapter of this part, the objects
& iavreeations are enumerated.  They must be directed agairst no
giv of man - against no present enemy of the gospel; but a-
gistall the final enemies of God, orof the gospel.  The objects of
Lireutions must be considered as unknown, and in absolute in-

& e
EN
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precations, there must be mo particular object intended. Inthy
third chapter, the spirit with which we should imprecate is consig.
ed. Imprecations should not proceed from aspirit of revenge; th,

ought to be used purely in obedience to the divine command; they
should be used in faith ; and offered up with knowlelge. Nextj
importance to the first chapter of this part of the Kssay, is the
fourth chapter which contains an answer to the objections made ¢
the use of these imprecatory psalms by christians. 1. Itis objected
that imprecations are suitet}, to the dark and antiquated dispens.
tion of the Old Testament only. But it has been shown that gy
Saviour, the Apostle Paul, and the New Testament Church s
them. 2. Though David’s imprecations might be used with proyri.
ty during the first age of Christianity, while Judas, the chief Priess
Pharisees, or any of the Jews were alive who crucified Christ. a1
persecuted his Apostles, yet they ought to be laid aside now, whe
those men are dead. But in every age there are persons of the same
disposition as the betrayers and murderers of our Lord and his Ap

ostles. 3. It is objected that David's imprecations ave the effect of
a maliciousiand revengetul temper, and that they have no other ten

deney but to cherish and foster the same dispositions in other.~

But it has been shown tbat these imprecations neither spring ing

malice and revenge, nor cherish them in the least degree. 1f wa

abuse and not seripturally use them, the fanlt is with the men, g

the imprecations. 4. It is objected that imprecations are contng

to the doctrines taught in many places of seripture; such as Rug,

xii. 14, James iii. 10-12, 1 Tim. ii. 1-8—4. The first two passagoit

is answered, are not prohibitions of all kinds of cursing and jupn

citions, but only of those of a malicious and revengful character, ad

the third passage is not contrary to'the imprecatory class defud

in this Essay. 5. It is objected that the imprecations containeli

the psals are to be considered as prophecies of the desteuctiog f

God’s enemies, and should be translited as predictions and not g

ers.  But it is answered, there is no authority for sach a traushiin

—it would not mend the matter, and it is little od s to a clristin

whether they are read as predictions or prayers. Pradictions an

the groundwork of prayers, and prayers are earnest wishes that e

predictions may be fulfilled.

We have thus given abrief ynopsis or epitome of this Essay. In
the cstimation of some of our readers, it may appear long and dry.
But it cannot appear so to those who take an interest inthe subjst
To have adopted any other plan, would have done justice neitherto
Dr. McGregor nor to ourselves. It was necessary to present .
McGregor's views as copiously as possible that the veader might Js
tinctly comprehend them; and the same required to be done thal
the reader may judge for himself how far the romarks we ire now
about to make are well founded. We proceed therefore

II[. To MAKE A FEW GENERAL OBSERVLTIONS OF OUR OWY, SiG
GESTED BY THIS ESSAY. On this part of our review, weenter withsme
hesitation. The cause of this is not the essay itselflying beforcus %
far as the composition of it is concerned, and the manner in which tie
subjcct has been treated, there would be nothing to prevent us ,,'rﬂ.?
a free, full and candid opinion. But our hesitancy lies in the di
culties of thu subject itself. We have long looked for some onelo
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lear away these difficulties. We have read everything which op-
riunity threw in our way connected with these imprecutory
~lng, and we have yearned to get hold of a theory that would
usble us to sing these “Songs of Zion,” not only ,in a calm spirit,
ut confidingly, cordially, lovingly. But we honestly confess that
o have read long, and, so far as we had this end in view, to little
urpose.  After perusing some lengthy defence o: apology for these
-lms, and numeroue arguments for their use in our Christian As-
-nblics, the feeling almost always rose uppermost, that there was
mething like special pleading in these productions—that the evi-
ence was not of that clear, convincing, irresistible description
lich we desired—and that we could not rise from the perusal of
wh works, with that strong, abiding and immoveable faith, which
eftlt after reading an able treatisc on justification or the atone-
ent. In the latter case all was clear and solid. There was no
oubt but it was a doctrine of the New Testament. There was no
oubt but it was.our duty to believe it, and trust in it, and rejoice in
We could not help coming 1o this conelusion if we would. We
ereimpelled to it by a moral cogency. Every power within us—
-won, judgment, conscience—would have risen up in rebellion in
*einper man, if we had dured to gainsay the conclusion, that all
welear, evident, and’ satisfactory. But we never felt any such
wp convictions after perusing the treatises written on the imprees
sy pratms. The-e seemed always to leave the feeling, that there
wagreat deal of working for o purpose—thai there was not.a
e ot dove-tailing of seripture to make the argument look unique
sAemplete——and  after all the efforts made, it was to use another
wasimitar simile—but 1 mosaic pavement, at best, which had a
amtonsness and a shaking about it, when we attempted to stand
pa it which did not feel like the good solid earth beneath us.
omay find fault with us for entertaining this feeling—they may
fHit prejudice, sentimentalism, or want of strong moral perception;
Hhese things and others they may call it, as has sumetimes been
ae—hut there it is—aund we cannot help it—it is our nature—God
“Igiven us it.
ltwas, therefore, with no small interest, that we took up the Re-
ain 0f Dr McGregor and observed that one of the most lengthy
avsin this volume was on this very subject ot the imprecatory
aims. - We have read it—and we trast we have read it faithfully.
lequestion now is—what is the judgment which we form of it?
his we shall endeavor to give in a very few words. That we may
anzour views of the Essay broadly before the reader, we must in-
wre two enquiries. The first is: Has Dr. McGregor cast any new
diten the subject, or presented it under any new aspect 7 We
swer—we think he has.  Various writers have supported their
fereat opinions on this subject. The theory that the imprecatory
Alms were to be considered as predictions, long held its ground in
tcwrch. Tt was common in the days of Matthew Heury, and
#found & place in his commentary. ~But it was exploded long
5 Xext.the theory was held that they belonged to the old Tes.
ment dispensution.  But Hengstenber:- and Protessor Edwards of
¢U. States, have caused this theory to share the same fate as the
-DE. Again, the theory was maintained that theso imprecations
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roforrad to the body and not to the soul. But the fiet that the ey
of the body  fixed tho destiny of the soul, provod that thiz they
was no betber than its predecessors,  Kitto, in his duily reuding
has started, with his usual ingonuity, @ thoory - many respedy
novel and phitosophical. Mo maintaing that God has planted wig,
us feelings which vise up against ovorything like eruelty and i,
tice, and that these paalma are but the expononts of these fecling
as others are o our sorrow or gratitudo.  This may moeet the plﬁl.
osophy ol the subjoct, but does it mect tho theology of it? Ve
we think not. "We admire tho broad view it gives, and the fid,
ness ol interpretasion which it originates, but wo do not thinkj
sofves tho theological difficuities.  Now the theory which Di e
Gregor supports is cifteront from all these.  Tle holds that {he ga
miex agninst whom theso jmproentions aro lifted up are to he oy
stdored s classiticd with dovily; and in this light it is not laf)
but it is a duty incumbent upon us to pray for their eternal dedme
tion.  We do not say that this view is altogether new; bat wed
say that gthoe phaso in which Dr. MeGrogor presouts it, and (e
merous guirds and expianatory saving clauses with which hesy
rounds and protects it, huve 1o us at lust all the freshness of novy,
Others may olsewhere, havo scon all these things; wo confess w
have not.
Our second enquiry is—has Dr MeGregor solved satisfactonily ty
rand diticultios counceted with the subject! We admit that i
his zomo o long way in doing so; but still we honest)y confess, s
thing of the old feeling avises within us.  On some very essouiy
points, in what may be called his premises, there is nou that clearad
thoroughly couvincing proof that wo wauld like to have. d fa
guestions will itlustiate our meaning.  Has it been servipiurally w
futis actorily estabhshed in this or any othor Essay that e wepe
wieely commanded 10 sing these psalms,and consequently that we
i wedo not? Will any one say that, 4 curse yo Moroz ™ is a pregy
cquivalent Lo *“ sing ye the imprecatory psalms of David ™ W
will say that David had no particalar persons in view when he e
these psalms?  Are wonot told at one time who the cuemice
David were—the Canuanites, and Saul, and his wccomplives? |
not. the character of these enemics given as an iliustration of ta
class of wen aguinst whom these psalms may bo sung; and yetan
wea ot at another time told; that David had no. particulu jeren
in view, and that we ought not, when we sing thew? IsChis
using these psalms against his onemics,—Christ who was cowiscien,
all-sccing. all-knowing--to be considered as ignorant of thiel
whose “tblack character the one teatnre of final persevermee m
added,” and therciore had no particalir persons in view whea beo
fored up these imprecations?  Or if he did know these persos
gince we do not and can not kunow, how far arc we to considerh.
examploe in this respeet an example for our imitation?  When
spoke of Aleaander the coppersmith. had he no particlar pesat
view?  Ave there any spedial times at which these psahes aretol
sunz; or are they to be sung in their order or tar. with vk
psulms? - Are they 1o be used as often as psaling of thanksgivi,
and praise? Do not the most earnest advocates for these psbi
ghow soime misgivings on this paint?  Docs not one writer sy ke
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ar aathor himsolf say, that thoy © ought 1o be usetl fews under the
‘v Testament, than auder the Old, or rather that other prayors
ught. to be used move, in proportion to the superiority of our pii-
feges?” Qv il they are to bo used at specinl times—rnitablo oceas.
a—when are these, and what nuthority have we for limiting
e lo these times? Do we not find that when they have been
-, thoy have been most h'cqucutly used in tho moat agitated and
wst oxeiting periods of the church’s history 2 Were not the times
r Pavid of this deseription ? Wore not tho times of the Reformers
1 Covenanters of this churncter; and who used them move fre-
sontly than they ¥ Yet are not such us these tho very times when
wsonut applications of these impreeations are most apt to be made?
it not the practice of the Covenanters to derfounce xuch men ak
Javerhouse and Dalrymple, in- their sermons and exhortationg—
«nounco them not vaguely or indefinitely, but by very name? In
wir prayers did they not eall down the maledictions of heaven on
iese godless mon and bloody persecutors,—auye, and with no minced
ardsor smooth lips?  And at the conclu§wn of these preachings
v prasyings. did not the whole congregation hurst out, as it were,
toone terrific gush of indignation, till rock and dell, and moun-
inand glen, and heaven and carth, echoed back such awful, blood-
rlling imprecations as these :

ey ought Lo Lo used only “on suitablo vccusions;” and does not

Let thou their ayes so darkened be, Out of the bouk of life let them

That sight may them forsuke; Be razed and blotted guite ;
Aud let their luine be made by thee  Among the just and righicuns
Continuntly to shake. Lot not their names be writ,

¥o ono amid theso assomblies was ignorant of whom he sung, or
vhom the psalm wus applied.

We havo many other questions to put, but we must close. All
Awemenn to communicate by these questions is that, to ug at
i, there are not a few difficultics connected with the subject,
ihare not fairly met in the lssay; and that it appears to us that
some euses- the author has come Lo conclusions which his premises
ot warrant.  We may bo mistaken ; others may take a different
wof them ; but this is the only light in which wo can congider
aatpresent.  Iad our space permitted we certuinly could have
wn full reasons for holding this sentiment,

We lave got so enyrossed with the subject that we have almost
iten the Bssay itself. It any one supposes from what wo have
i that we entertain u low or even indifferent opinion of this
ay, he is greatly mistakon. 1t is an excellent Tssay, and will

repay a pernsal by any onc interested in the subject. Viewed

diectually, it discovers great breadth of thought, and uncommon

-mess of pereeption, and cvery sentiment is transmitied through

‘mple, chuste, and most Suxon style of language.  You c¢an never

-derstand the writer, or miss his meaning. You may differ

2 him, but you cannot. mistake him. Throughout thercisa

dness and vigeur of thinking which must be truly pleasing to

1y un{:rcjudiced mind. .

-be other pieces in the volume, we must reserve for another.art-

-+ We shall find our task lighter and more pleasant. There will

uothing so knotty to handle as some of the topics contained in
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this Bssay ; and we anticipate a timo of sweet recreation in reve
ing tho remaining picces, instead of a time of hard thinking 4

chopping logic.
REMARKS BY THE EDITOR.

Tho above work was put into the hands of & brother wig ¢
privilege of remarking upon the contonts as hv might see fit. y
therefore freely insert his remarks, and we are certain that no fijg,
of Dr. Mclivegor wiil regret to see his views undergoing a thyry
sifting. We are convinced that by such a discussion not only
the interests of truth be served, but that Dr. MeGregor's g
will vise in estimation At the same time the reviewer will luey
roason to complain if we remark on his objections, with the sy
freedom, and from our position many will consider it our duty ¢
do so. . :

Now &t will be observed that the objections urged do not regs:
the arguments used by Mr. McG. in support of his views. Tl
thus do not move the foundations upon which his conelusions ne
They are merely the statement of difficulties in connexion witht
subject. The writer has indeed stated his opinion that «in «e
cases the author has come to conclusions which his premises dx
not warrant.” This might be. 1t is rare that a treatiso on auriz
portant subject of Theological investigation can be foun,;
which there will not be arguments which may bo questioned, s
yet the arguments may be so clear, that the conclusion may be i
ible. It might be so here, but before Dr. McGregor's conclusions
be suceessiully assailed, it will be necessary not mevely o dy
that some of the pillars on which they rest are wealk or even roti:
but it must be ghown, that all the interpretations of seripture onwh
he has based his conclusion are wrong. And this we {ake Jre!
say will be no easy task for any man.  There is an amount ofsr;
ture argument used by him, which we have strong confidencent
gustain a heavy assault. Upon this the reviewer has not entered-
He has contented himself with stating difficultics which still rems
on his mind. Supposing that thesc difficulties could not, be rems
they would not aftect the arguments on the main subject. Erg
important doctrine of the Bible has its difficulties, and some of ti

of such a nature, that human reason caniiot remove them, and t
enquiring mind is obliged to scttle down in faith in the diviners
lation and the divine character. :

e do not think however that the difficulties stated by the &
viewer aro of so formidable a character, and in some instancsv
think he has misapprehended the author. To the first quedia
whether we are positively commanded to sing whe Impreete
Psalms, we would reply, these rest upon the same foundation a5
other Psalms. The Book of Psalms is one, and for whatever p
pose it was «iven, the whole was given. If the Psalms were giv
to be used by God’s people in praise, it remains for an objecir.

show upon what principle he is authorized to separate some of s
as not 1o be used, or more properly how portions of Psalms et
be set aside. What authority has he for example for singingc
thosc portions of a Psalm in which Christ describes his sutienig
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ad reject portions of the same Psalm which contain his denuncia-
fions of yengeance upon his cnemies?  Thoimprecatory Psulms then
wston the same foundation as the others. The question as to what
woshould be made of the P’salms, whether they were given to be
sung in public worship or not, was only indirectly before the author.
“ren it 1t could be shown, that they were only given to be read and
‘udied as other portions of scripture, it would only slightly affect
e author's conclusions. Iis arguments would still be good as
howing that the imprecatory Psalms are “ profitable for doctrine ”
% The author indeed assumes that the Psalms were intended to
sused in the worship of God, & point for which we think it not
ficult to present very strong scriptural arguments, and consider-
ng how gonerally it is admitted by professing Christin, s we think
¢was warranted in proceeding upon this view ; and tl .« being the
e all that he was called upon 10 do was to vindicate these por-
ims of the book, and show that no man had a right to apply the
arvknife of Jehioakim to cut out any part of it.

isto the question whether the command “curse yo Meroz,” is
wivalent to singing the imprecatory Psalms, we reply that it is
nbtless easy to point out difterences in the circumsiances of the two
s, but we see not how any man can deny that the same principle
sat the foundation of both.

The yeviewer has surely misapprehended the aunthor when he
&s whether David and Christ, and Paul, did not know against
hom their imprecations were directed, and particularly when he
ks, *are we not at another timo told that David bad no particular
azons in view 27 So far from the anthor saying this, he through-
ot assumes the comirary. Xe is careful to mark the difference
Jween the position of inspired prophets and common Christians.—
rist by his omniscience, and Paul and David by inspiration, in
meinstances at least, knew the men whom God had resolved to
~ole to destruction.  But the author lays stress upon the fact,
atwo have no such knowledge, and cannot have it in the present
t,and therefore wo must make no particular application of them
any individual. See for example, his words at page 57:
“But discerning by the Holy Ghost, the malicious spirit of the man, and fore-
dirg kis obstinacy, he demounces his doom. e hare not now the gift of dis~-
mng spirits, therelore we must not presume in our hearts, to apply our impre-
irns to any individual as Pawl did. Nevertheless his example is so far tor
rimitation, as to warrant us to pray indefinitely against every Alexunder,
ttiserery ono who is like him, though wo cannot know who they are. What
e example was extraordinary, viz: the discerning of Alexander’s spinit was
liar {o Paul, in other respects it ought to be imitated.”

The question as to the times in which these or any other Psalms
etobeused is surely aside from the point—as far aside from the
intagif in an examination of the doctrine of clection, one were
turn aside from an enquiry as to its truth, to ask under what
‘mstances, and bow often it should be preached. Surely on
th points “wisdom is profitable to direct.” When the reviewer
tributes the cantion of the defenders of imprecations as to the times
doceasions, when they should be used, to “ misgivings,” we would
khim, whether he would consider it just in an Arminian to con-
ethat Calvinists had « misgivings” regarding the doztrine of
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redestination, becanse the Westminster Divines say that «ipi.y
be handled with special pradence and eare.”  Dr. MeGregor's s
ment that Imprecations “ought to be used less under the Now oy
ment than under the Old, or rather other prayers ought (o be y ¢
more, in proportion to the saperiority of our privileges,” we (hiy
exhibits the difference between the two dispensations. . The o gy
move characleristically the dispensation of law and justice, thew ¢
move especially of grace, and merey.  “The law was given by Mo
but grace and truth came by Jesus Chtist.”  If this be the eaw
harmonizes exactly with the character of the two disp nsatious, thy
those prayers which respect the glorvification of God’s justice in i
destruction of sinners should be more frequent under the ane, ud
those that respecet the manifestation of his merey should bs me
frequent under the other.

T'he Imprecations of seripture, are like every other portion of il
word of God, liable to abuse, and doubtless have.often been used very
improperly. We may go so far as to say that some men have “wed
ed them'to their own destruction,” and yet this would be no arge
ment against these imprecations, any more than against other
tions of scripture. But it shows the importance of such a o+
as the present, whercin not only the use of them is defended, butk
which there are so many cautions and directions against any 4z
of them. It may be true that even good men have used themm
properly. But the reviewer’s reference to the Covenanters cumy
affect the arguments of the author. That they may have apyii
these imprecations.to particularindividuals we do not deny, bat it
does not affect the viws of our author, for this is what he throngda
most pointedly condemns. Iis view is that as we have nuttz
discerning of spirits, we should not presume to apply them toadnd
human being. Ilis view is a very simple oue. 1le holds thatv=
is a purpose of God to desiroy his impenitent enemies, as w fixy
save those who believe in Christ. This purpose it is our durts
concur in, we must say in reference to it, “thy will be doue” W
must thus pray for its accomplishment, and, just as we are i
with zeal for Lis glory, we must rejoice in the overthrow of ki u
reconcilable enemies, and glorify his justice in their destrai.e
God’s purpose with regard to certain individuals was known vz
Saviour, and in some instances to prophets, and they might {r¢
their imprecations to particular objects; but as we can never bk
such kuowledge, our impreeations must be directed to “no hng
being” in particular, but must be against the jinal enemies vlt i3
general. ’

We trust our readers will obtain and peruse the work for the
selves. We ot course feel that our circumstances are sirhnt
render us liable to being prejudiced, but we have endeavoms! ¢
view the subject as candidly as in our power.  But it is dhe it
of able men in other churches, as well as of ouvselves, that the
no work m the English langnage in which the whole sulyedt ¥
thoroughly treated, and that the main conclusions are unassauabi

Nore.—~The late appearan:o of the Instructer for Febuary, requires some oxpiansti
The necessary absenco of the Editor from bome for part of the m nth, and a pusER:
ther engagements prevonted his attending to the matter in time.
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SECOND YEARLY REPORT crooked, unworkable scantling of these
MANGA. JUNE, *50 islands, whilo it can be had from any

O THE MISSION ON ERUMANGA, JUNE, "0U oihor gource. 1 hope that the mext
A missionary who may come out Lere will

Another year has just ended of the attend to this in Sydney. The mission
mission on this dark island—.. year of premises is half & mile from the barbor,
- hard trials, dangers, and bhitier sorrow and the Church, whichis now leing
from various sources, such &8 we never built, is about one mile, all command-
lefore experienced. Mrs. G. has suf- ing a fine view of tho Bay. We will
fered much more than I have from the try and scnd sketches of them by the
dimate, In July she had fever, and “John Willisms.” There i8 a smali
sgain in February and March was in a house Duilt in Portinia Bay and mate-
Yow state for six weeks, but has now rials for a betier. Portions of the word
mospects of enjoying excellent health. of God have Leen printed and several
Ylithmo the Lord bas helped us, and in taught to read and write. Such has
the vetr spect of another year we have been the mechanical labors of the mis-
_much, very much, reason to call to sion during the past year. But what
gratefll remembrance very merciful is the chaff to the wheat?—What is
_ddfiverances from sickness, death, and the mechanical to the spiritual in mis-
wmereus evils which surrounded us.  sions ?  Any person, Duropean or
The change of the mission premises to Polynesian, who has s littie skill in

- the mountain on the south side of Wil- housebuilding can, if willing, do the
lam'river costus no littlelabourand tvil showy part of imissionary work out
-among ungrateful heathen, who intheir here, which for the most part consists
axful darkness can have no sympathy of posts placed in the ground united ut
whatever with usin such labours, Having the top in some kind of a frame-work
arly seen the absolute necessity of this —worked in with rods plastered, and
c}gaugc of premises, I sent to our tried then covered with thatch; and stone
“friend, Mr. 8. Thomson of Sydney, for fence buildings such s a man witha
-athousand feet of grooved and tongued hammer and a trowel would make with
boarde, aud some scantling, by which you, one of which has lately fallen on
. Yehave now cofartable housec—£fit to Mare, if I am correcely informed. At
lirein. Iwould not have as & gift the the Hirvey lslands there is one wooden
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and a stone church which are rather Now I can assure you that I have 1o}
exveptive to tho general rule. There yct ot one of theso men who will by
is muceh, very much, I fear, out here in taught anythinz—not even Mana sing
Poiynesian missions, which is nssound- his baptism. Would God that the firg
ing brass and trinkling symbols, and representatives of Christianity on this
perhaps none so much so as that of island had left better idens of Chrig;.
placing teachers among the heathen, anity! and would that those I g
whieh%ms a marvollous coho in the ears could ses that they nre not perfect
of some fear off. The goud they do is knowledpe. There are no trials oquy)
nat the rule—but the exception. fknmv to thore we have in this way. Twige]
o1_nothing more decoptive about our have been threatened to be shot dom
mission work out hero than this, and I by a murderer, whois now no wor
do not wonder that some are deceived. and after I left my boat one dav had4
It is very charmiigzto meetn tencher ball sent inside and another pansd
on one of theso islands with a number close by, the meaning of which I undyr
of natives around him ready to welcome stood quite well, and have had totel
a missionary. Counld not land in safety my wifo that she should exercise muc
wmthout this. Who will undertake to faith in God and not he surprised, if |
prove that o missionary is not as safe were to meet with o violent douth,
among heathen as ateacher? A mis- But all these are bearable trials, ny
sionary who has been several years out for o moment to be compared with thu
here, says that o white man is as safe from the other source. Some of the
as a yellow or black amonyg the hieathen, missionarics at the Kings Mill Gy
This testimony is true. Who massa- say that foreign native teachers then
ered many Erumangans 20 years ngo? sct themselves above missiunaries, |
Tongans and the Samonns a few years have not found them all thus foolish
after lived in safoty on the Island. The here, but have had grievous trials with
Bishop of New Zealand nas settled this them. Surely it such men as the Ao
question by 50 peacenble landings eiteumese can e sent out by half du- -
among heathen tribes lnst year. Now ens as same kind of representativesof
if tenchers are not the means of making Christianity on these islands, you ned
life more safe, we need not spend time not put many searchirg questions t
in looking for the good they do Ly any young men from among yourselses
teaching, in the New Hebrides at least, wha propose to go among the heathen; .
where they are lost in its strange pol- if the former do no harm the latter will -
lyglottism. The good they do is there- surely not. “Behold these christias
fore mechanical. The Rarotongans how thoy love one another,” has a con
havo helped missionaries in this way, verting influence where ecver seen by
and in some instances may have beue- the hateful and hating heathen, sod
fited souls. But have these moun done the opposite has a dumning influence,
no evil to the cause of Christ among the Now, fwill not speak of dumestic mat-
heathen? You know that we are fre- ters among them, but will only state
quently reminded—and not too often~ that the native teachers as they ar
that we may be the means of damning celled, munifest to the heathen anar-
souls, and therefore by great watchful- dent desire to be removed from th
ness in prayer over vur spirit and taking society of missionaries where they e
heed to the docfrine, may save ourselves Le independent ehiefs. I have favished -
and them that hear us.  But who says loving kindness on some of them, ad
much about any of these teachers being tried to persuade them to receive ir-
the means of damming souls. Poor struction—but they are perfect, and
children, they may do sime good, butno seem determined to remain so, Of ser
harm. T have reason to believe that on en young men taken from this isld
this island, but one¢ young man sustain- to Sanioa, one of them Mana learnedts -
ed the christian character hefore the read, and ns some missionaries thought
natives, and his influence for good was he might be baptized—he has b -
passive, for although he knew more of baptized to my inexpressible gril e
the language than ‘his fellows he only is taking care of the mission rrgmlw
succeeded in giving the natives a few at Portinia Bay, but is obviously ign® .
wrong ideas. 'The natives say that they ant of himself. One of ten yougnéd
could not understand any of the.n, but carvefully taught in the scriptures fir .
somehow they have got wrong ideas. several years, mayheselectedforscm
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tsachers under the supervision of mis~

sionaries, but a novice is sure to fall
into pride~-the condemnation of the

1

3 devil, which is very {atal to missionary
{ work in the souls of the heathen.

I must now come to & more plensin
foatuss of the mission here. coutl
anly stnto last yoar that some of the
first principles of tho- gospel wore made
tuown to this people. But I can now
state that the truth is so prenched to
their understandinge a8 to affoct their

i1 consciences; snd 1 will never again
- YRupmy hend to baptize an individ-
asl on this island upniess I have
some evidonce that the Spirit Aas eon-
{ pineed of sin. I ithink I asked every
missionnry I met in Eastorn or Wes-
tern Polynesia important questions on
this subject ; but seldom received eatis-
4 factory answers. Oh that you would
* pot cease day or night to beseech God
" inthe name of Christ to send the Holy
Spirit among us here to convince thia
dark dead world of gin. We may all
3 fomuch, very much, good among the
§ heathen here in their small unorgan-
> ired Sucieties, without any being really
- converted, I believe that God has giv-
. o mesome power fo preach to the
1 wnsciences of this people, but I feel
_ that the real power of preaching to
" wopversion rests not 8o much in this as
, in that precious gift Isaiah hud of ex-
bititing in the bowels of compassion,
{ Chrst Jesus, the propitintory sacrifice
*forour ms,  All saving power is here
* wthe power of that wisdom which God
+ givea o thoge who are wise in winning
“*souls, In this Tam especislly deficient,

- vill you ot yray for its supply !
* When you interrogate the heathen
- bere about their korrid practices, they

e not at all ashamed of them, but

" toply veply, sungku kam menumpi,
: “thus we do.” Now Ido wish you

. wuld have been with us a few days ugo

hen I lectured to them ou Deut. xxvii.

- 14~26, that you might have seen the

.tidence of the power ot truth in the

nighty shame which bowed down many
~beads. 1 can hardly venture to litc up
e vail to give you & glimpse of the
tate of the heathen here without i sul-

. “ting modeaty, When fathers die the

JUdest sons'teke the wivesto be their

* Witer~yeq, their own avowed mothers |

- - The heathen hore require much strac-

.tm in the Old Testament as well as
‘the New, and one of tha first and most
-mportent sequired qualifications fur o
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missionary here is a thorough know-
lodge of the original* T'wo of overy
throe mistakes n missionary may muke
here in translating, will { doubt not,
arise from his defect 1n this excoedingly
important branch of knowledge. This
knowladgo tucilitates the knowledge of
the native language. Tuey are wmuch
affected by my addresses on cannibal-
ism, for some of them go out and say,
“would that we could vumit up all the
human flesh we have ever eaten.”

Idolatry in various forms, enmity
and war, still abound around us; oven
at our door we hear prayers offered to
the decensed, and frequently see large
numbers going to fight.f Some howerver
are baing rectrnined of late, aud the
arrows of conviction seemto be entering
the hearts of somo of the King's ene-
mies. Several women have Leen cru~
elly beaten during this year for attend-
ing to instruction, but some of those
who have done 80 are becoming asham-
ed of their conduct, and several of the
women sav that the days of wife heat-
ing will soon pass away. They are all
still heathen, and will not allow a little
girlol any age to stay with Mrs. G.
although several little girls wish very
much to come. In pride, lying, and
ceceit, the imageof Satan is deeply
stnmped on their souls, They are very
dishonest among themselves, and have
stolen much more from us this year
than last, and have yet no sence of
gratitude for any benefit conferred on
them bheyond the time of receiving it.
Several of them however would he very
sorry for a little season, if we were to
leave them.

I should explain to you how we have
been enabled 1n these circumstances to
build houses for ourselves, and a church,
which is groatl}y needed for preaching
the gospel.  Iaving found last year
that the Raratongan teachers were at
several acasons greatly in want of tood
—the want of which caused weakness,
and rendered thein inactive, I wrote to
Mr. Buzacott on the subject, stating
their real case to him. He immediately
called on some Presbyterian ministera
and showed them my letter. Theresult
was, that he collected about £20, and

@1 am greatly ndebted to Professor
Smith for some important lessons on this
subjoct.

1 A woraan died near to us & short time
agn, anl was buried by women.
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sent me 2 ton of rice, some flour, and in his pocket at the time he landed.—
other things, Before these supplies Two young men showed we the plag
came to hand the “John Wilhams” whers Mr. Harrie’ body was carried—
arrived, found the teachers weakly and As far as I can learn, mcst of thej
discontented, and took them away. We bones remain here, and will remajp
have now houses built, and a church in all probability till the resurrectio
being built simply because we can give morn.  Koweyou is the only chief o
the natives some food, which i8 scarce Erumanga who attends to instructip
on the west side of the island. I send on the Lurd’s day. Ie has not gunet
the Raratongan teachers at Fate, (Sand- war fur the last three mounths, and pro
wich) some sup);lies, ab I can learn they poses to come and settle near to using
need them.  Vessels frequently sail short time. Several others of this trits
from here to that island. A man and attend cccasionally to instruetion,
woman of the threc families left there The following is the explanaticy
Iast year have died, Lut the othersseem which they give of this tragedy, whig
to Le duing well, and are getting on as has been published in Australis:—Ke
usual with buildings. If they had weyou took the lead in the massacre
had food they might have duno some- and was not avenging the death of 2
thing in this:way on this isiand for the son, for he had none killed, but acting,
good of the mission. Iundreds of the they say, in their own defence, andf
Fate natives work for the foreigners the protection of their property. Itwy
here, and we would be glad to have as & feastday, or day of preparation fory
good servants from Anpeiteum as some feast, when the mission ship arrived
of them seem to be to the European with the Ovnate-mas Nisebau, “Th
traders who reside in Dillon’s Bay. I white devils,” as some forcieney
observe that some words of their lan- are called, and they thought that &
guageare the same asin the Raratongan. these new comers were permitted to
They wear some clothing and are far delay about the river, they would sxa
superior toany other Ilebridean natives find their way up to the feasting place.
that I bave yet scen. Our constant and rob them of yams, &c, as som
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Rout of Hobert other foreigners had previcusly doss
Town, haveclothed the first congregation and also kill some of them, fur fin
we bave collected on Erumanga. The Erumangans had been killed oo by
women have made 50 garments lor spot before the mission ship arrived—
themselves, They therefore made signs to them &
I cannot report of any benefit what- go wway, and when some udvised tokilt
ever by the “John Kuox.” Mr. Turner’s them others advised not to do a0, and
remarks on this subject are perfectly when one of them gave Mr. W. ts
correct. water the required signs were made b
During the past year I called on those quit the place without delay, and itws
Tiving of the tribe who massacred Mr. not till Mr. Williams began to walkup
Willinms and Ilarris, and found but the river that they resolved to masssn
two living of those who struck them them. Koweyou acted the scene ct :
with their clubs and pierced them with day like a playactor, showing me k7
their arrows. Their names are Koweyou ho slipped into the bush apd rustd
and Oveallou. I had some difficulty out suddenly on Mr. Williams, strikiry
in getting the latter to show me the bim the first stunping blow on hisfar -
oven where Mr. W.s body was Inid. I head. Ile made my heart very sed @
had to litt him up two or three times this sccasion, for he then gave mo (v
to proceed, and as we walked up the dence of repentance whaterer Th
road he showed me two of three marks wailing lamentations of some man i2 N
they made, where they laid his body the boat (Capt. Morgan), impresed
for  measurement, according to their some of their bard hearts. Ihssees,
custom. Wokusu, the son of the deavoured, after having acquired 3
man who got his head and some of his kuowledge of the language of this pr
clothes, showed mo the place up the ple, to ascertain the facts of thised .
mountain near our miseion premises circumstunce, and I bave como t th
where it was cooked, and the skull was conclusion that Mr, Williams snd Bt
deposited under a cocoanut tree near to ris were nobin the psth of duty—z
ibis place. Ilesucceeded in fnding me from it— when they attemptsd towlt
at this place the scaling-wax that was up the river ngainst tho rsifesied il
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wiil of the natives; and while we vene- as he expected at ene time to be attaclk-
rato the names of these men of God, we ed by 2000 natives; and we heard as
should not fail to learn the lesson of much report of cannon for several days
afmonition their death tcaches us. I as if several ships of war were in the
think that the statistics of those islands harbor. The following is an extract
e to prove that most of the crimes of from a note sent to me, “ Do you con-
these islanders against foreigners are in sider yourself safe up there? It is
strict accordance with their own no- obvious that these natives do not care
tions of the principles of justice. Oone who they are revenged on.” 1 replied
forcigner who resides on this island that we felt it to be our duty to remain
bas taken ton wives from qifterent par- at our post till compelled to flee. The
fis. Now according to their laws this foreigners in fort considered us in
man is worthy of death. There is no imminent peril fer several weeks, and
ather island in the New Ilebrides where we were not ignorant of danger. But
forcigners have such intercourse with two of their party, however, during
patives as on Erumanga. They have this time were killed, one in Dillan’s
atablishments on every part of the is- Bay, and the other not far away. The
Iand accessible by boats, and collect bodies of the white men have bLeen cut
more sandnl-wood than on all the other up and distributed far and near, and
islands, taken together, at least so they lite is not now nearly as safe un this
state; and the amount of erime, conse- island, as it was one year ago. The
quently on either side between natives foraigners can now arm and command
and foreigners is great and nearly pro- 200 men, and we not krow what a day
putionate.  Every beach of Erumanga may bring forth. An Eromangan bes
axcessible by bunt has been stained with just heon wounded at our doeor,and some
fareign Bond, at least all T have visited. houses burnt. What was the root of
i This therefore may justly he termed “a bitterness at_the buttum of this horrid
i Howlstamed island.” I need hardly massacre? I told you before that »
- % tate that the Erumangans have lost woman was dragged away, whom
* more men in these strifes and wars than  Mrs G. had been teaching. I liftedu
their superiors in such work. At length my voice against such wickedness, an
* the natives hecame quite terrified of was twice threatoned to be shot by one
foréigners, 80 much so, that when we who wiched to take my life. This man
" grived here we only saw about ten was sent to New Caledonin and was
. natives the first week, and wherever I killed. This woman was handed ahout
welked afterwards the women and chil- and in the end was made an instrument
. dren cried aloud, and scampered off like of their destruction.
. foxes before the huntsmen. The natives  The natives around us continued in a
in general hate foreigners of every color state of great excitement fur several
+ ad pame, and have killed and caten weeks, during which, I took Mrs G.
, waortwelve since we came to the is- with me and visited some of thew.—
- land, several of whom were Europeans. This give them more confidence in us;
- They are of lcte receiving muskets for and Koweyou and swme of his men
" their sandal-wood, and all the more bronght us soms presents in token of
. Mpulous settlements are casting off their good will tuwards us, for visiting
wr,and now state that they will he them, and using our influence with the
women no langer, hut men who will rid foreigners on their hehalf. They now
themselves of forcigners. ace, at least some of them, that wis
" Thers 8 a practice common among siouaries have faith in God, and can in
fereipners in ];’olyncsia in punishing Gnd’'s provideace submit the principles
ives—to burn Zheir houses and de- they teach to he tested in the day of
, Thoy their property geuerally. Ships trial.  Much good to th: missien will,
" dwaralso follow tiis practice. This I heliese, he the result of theso late cab
ym-hm led to the sad massacre of the amities. I have happily gained sumo
sty at one establishment here better knowledge of the language on
st March, and would bave led to atonement and reconciliation than X
geater disusters in Dillon’s Bay, if the previnusly possessed. I believe tha
tabez iear to us had power to upite for G has heen opening up t .o way fur
Gemassicre of all fureigners. Capt. the deliverance of this people from the
wards made all preparations by bondage of Satan for many years past.
“adn audn wooden wall for the worst, About twenty yearsago, a plague broko
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out among them which carried off near-
Iy all the powerful priests and chiefs in
:‘ila?y set%emegts, 51i)“°e 1;hich :limﬁr We are happy to learn that letten
cir sacrifices have been few and ir- .
rogular,—for the most part now confin- have been received from Mr. Mat!xesoa
ed to April and May. Again, before we UP till Septembar last, from which i}
Ianded, while t} o eastern tenchers wers appeara that his health was s0 much
on the islan<, there was considerabie petter that he was desirous to return 1
sickness ~.nong them for which they Aneiteum
blamed the teackers, who being with "¢ :
the foreigners, probably thus escaped
iIllusnge. About tk;:a tixio of our 'Ie‘lrri-
val there was much sickness on Tana . .
and Aneiteum, but not on Erumangs, 4neiteum, New Hebrides, May 4, 1860,
andithasbesomercifully preservedsince My Dzar Sis,—A letter which I
from any alarming epidemic. We have enclose from Mesers Paton and Cope
therefors, more credit from them for land will convey to you the painful
preserving heslth than we deserve, as tidings of the death of our esteemed
instruments of some good in this way. and beloved sister, Mrs Paton. 14y
I hope that my sfforts to impress their no not know what amount of informy
heavy souls with & sense of God’s good- tion this letter contains; butas{an
ness 1o this respect will not be ic vain. certain you will be anxious to obtsip
I would like to give you some of their the fulleat particulars respecting this
traditions which seem more interesting mournful event, 6o, at the risk of re
than those of Samua, as published in peating what may be more fully and
the S. Reporter, but this report is al- correctly stated there, I shall endearar
ready tuo lengthy. The strirring cir- to satisfy your wishes, by givingyouar
cumstances of this year are my ouly full and particular an account of itas]
apology. am able. And 28 I have just returned
This, I think, is the only island here, from a visit to Tana, where, for my
on which there are carved idols. I uwn satisfaction, I have made mioutt
have only yet secured one uf these, and inquiries into thie whole case, [ trus
fear I cannot send you one till some of the statements 1 am about to make, wil)

LATE NEWS FROM THB NISSIONARIES,

LETTRR PROM REV. JOHY INGLYS.

the native chiefs embrace the gospel.
If any should sieal these idols, they
lament like Micah, esying, “ Ye have
{aken away my gods * ° and what
bave I more?” These idols are the
objects of love, the rude stoaes of fear.
None, now living, believe that these
were made by men, and if any one

go far to prevent any painful or fruitles
conjectures, concernipg an event 8
much to he lamented.

Mra. Paton diedjon the 3rd of Merch,
but we did not hear of it till the 220§
of April. The immediate cause of het
death was the rupture of s blood-vessel
near the heart ; hor death was on thip

were to make 8 new one like one uf sccount sudden and usexpected. Op
them, it would not be walued. The the 12th of February she was snfily
image of a man’s facs 18 engraven on delivered of a son. Everything connco
zome of them.

T expect to print tha book of Jonah have been properly managed, snd to
in a short time, God willing, and some have succeeded well. Up to thelim
other purtions of the word of God.— of her confinemeist, her health appun
They bavae a tradition which seems to to have been good ; but a day or tw
huve some connectivn with the life of before that ; she had an attack of sgut
Jonah. The following is & brief of it: and fever, which returned every second

¢ A long time ago, o man went upon
the sea, and somehow fell into the ses,
uron which an Ussilefi (whale) swal-
lowed him, and after soms time carried
him nesr to the Iand, and vomited him
on dry ground. He was s long time
an the belly of the whale, end when he
came out he appeared very lean, 2a he
<walked on the beach.”
Gnozoce N, Guzpon,

dey for about & fortnight. On thisso
count, 28 appe 3 to me, she had o
milk for the child. She had suffered s
good deal from sea-tickness duriog kb
voyage; but aiter her arrival her
she wos not only heslthy, but becsmd
very stout. 1 understsnd, howere
that some two or threo years ago, s
had had an attack of rheumstio ferezf
snd smmce the$ time, she hadalmp

o,

ted with her confinement appesrsts



i 160 The Missionary Register. 28

s+ gecasionally felt & pain i her breast or sorrow snd invigorating his health.—
: gide, betokening some weak pointin 1 have stated the immediate causes of
-i that part of the system, as the zequele Hirs Paton’s death. But, so far as we
> of that fever. In this full habit of know, there was nothing in the circum-
i body, the non-gecretion of the milk stances in which she was placed, save
: after delivery must have surcharged the sovereign will of God, **in whase
i the blood-vessels; and if there %Qid hand is the breath of sll mankind,”
I egist sny weak part near the heart, it that could haveled any vue to anticipate
iis prubable that it wns there where the such a fatal combination of these causes,
 rapture took plaqe. by which life was Ilad we suspected the slightest danger
- g euddenly extinguished. After her from her settlement on Tana, we should

3 wonfinement, sbe pever regained her have insisted on their remaining witk
4 grength, and for a few days befors her us for six months longer. e had
: death, she was at times affected with plenty of accommodation, and their
. dlight delirtum; she also suffered from staying for that time would have caused

- diarthea. Theme symptoms, in a cli- us no inconvenience. But no person
. mate like this, and in the hottest and connected with the mission thought
+ most bumid month in the year, were such an arrangement at all necessary,
% cnainly not free from serious danger; or even dosirable. She wasthen enjoy-
} vet‘rom what we have seen in other ing excellent health. They had a com-
wses, they might, by the blessing of fortable house awaiting them. They
God upon active treatment, have been were well supplied with the necessaries

" whdued, had not some latent malady and the comfurts of life, also with cor-
"+ been awakened in*o fatal aetivity at the dials and medicines. They were fur-
¢ umetime. Everything was done that nished with two of tho best servants
" wuld bethought of to arrestthese saymp- which this side of the island could
" toms, and to promote her recovery. supply. In short, it seldom happens
- When indications of delirium were that young missionaries have commen-
- . dheerved, a portion of her hair was cut ced their labours in & heathen lznd
- of.and cloths dipped in vinegar applied under circumstances so apparently
1 wher head. These failing to pracure favorable fur the preservation of health,
- thedesired rolief, it waa thought that and tho consequent security of hfe.
«ld water poured upon the head might Moreover, no husband could be mors

i tm\'e beneficial.  And it was while kind, attentive, and thoughtful about
" Mt Paton and Mr Copeland were sssist- his wife than Mr. Paton. It will, I
. ingher to the side of the bed, in order trust, suffice to prevent all painful re-
st the water might be conveniently flections on the {;art of all connected in

- yplied, that the blood eame flowing any way with Mrs Paton, to be assured
" fien mouth and nose. Ia turning her, thst, although she died far away ins
ey felt 08 if sho were not assisting strange ltm& there was nothing in the
teireforts, and on examining her face climate, nothing in the season of the
tiey found that the eyes wers set. In year,—this last season was the most

" smoment, and without a struggle, the healthy that has been known in thess

" ypinit had fled, and the body was life- islands for st leass ten yeara,—nothing

. lar. The child died on the 20th of eave the govereign will of God, to
Much, and was laid in the same grave which her death can be specially attri-
with his mother. buted. So far as we can judge, it

_ ¥r Paton was at firsi stunned and might have occurred anywhers else,

- cerehelmed with grief, on account of under siuilar circumstances, 28 readily

- bis severe, 2udden, and wnexpected ss on the island of Tana. I trust,
- brarement ; but sinco the first great therafore, that all those who shed tears
ik was over, he has borne up be- of sorrow en accoant of her early deah,
syd expectation.  Fle has had several will be enabled, in the exerciss of faith

s of intermittent fever, and when aund resignation, to say, * The will of

%t uw him last week, his health, the Lord bo dome!” ““The Lord gave,
-%ogh somewhat improved, was still and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed

- infierent, and his spirits a good deal be tho name of the Lord.”

. td. He has, however, agreed to I need not say how deeply we sym-
By 8 7isit to this island before the end pathise with her bereaveg parents, ag

e present month, which I "ope well 38 with her sorrowing husband.

sy prove beeficial for alleviating his By her death this miseion has sustained

v
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a heavy loss. We were greatly pleased cially in behalf of the bereaved ag
with Mrs Patun during the period of afllicted, I remain, yours, &e.
our short intercourse with her. Ier Joun Inguig,
mind, naturally vigorous, had been cul-
tivated by & superior education. She
was full of missionary spirit, and took
a deep interest in the nativo wumen. LETTER FROM MESSRS PATON AND ¢ pp.
Thi%was seeln further ]whon she zent LAND.
to Tana, where, in lecss than three . .
montis. she had collected &' class of 207 Resolution, Tana, May 2, 18,
eight females, who cume regularly to  Rev. anp DrEar Sir,—We are sup
her to receive instruction. There was that it isour very painful task o infg
about her n maturity of thought, a you that Mra Paton died of Pericardivy
solidity of character, and a loftiness of on Thursday, 3rd March, at 1 4. i,
aim and purpose, rarely found in one and her sun Peter Robert Rolson,
0 young. Trained up in the fear of was born on the 12th of February, dig
the Lord from her childhood, like an- on the 20th of March at 3 a. w. " Ly
other Mary she had evidently * chosen had one week of sever~ sufferingy Lefyr
that good part’” which is never tnken lis death, but Mrs Paton dief is
away from those puasessed of it. When moment and eatirely unexpected, sh
she left this island in the end of Octo- lived much respected, and died jreuty
ber Iast, to all Fuman appearance she lumented by those who kuew hor be
had before her a long career of useful-  On the 20th of Octiber last we wee
ness and happiness on earth. But the landed on Tana by the “ Iircnde!l”;
Lord had appuinted otherwise. She sandal-wood vessel, and fir sowme tme
bas gone, as we trust, to her rest and we all enjoyed goud health, and L
her reward. The Lord has said to her, pleasure in trying to find wur wy
as e said to David, “ Thou didst well through the many dangers and J'fiul
in that it was in thine heart to build 2 ties which are commenly met with 3
house for my name.” Let us watch commencing mission work in sud
and pray; for our Lord cometh asa fields.
thief in the wight. We found the Taneseto be paintel
I am sorry also to add, that Mr. savages enveloped in all the supers
Matheron, who waa settled on Tapa at tions and wickedness of heathenis.
the same time with Mr. Paton, and All the men and children goina stan
whose health at that time was delicate, of nudity ; the old wumen wear grs
has within the last month been consid- petticoats, and the young women st
erably worse. Chiefly owing to the grass or leaf apronsLefore and hebisd .
state of his health wo launched the They are exceedingly ignirant, viiug
“Juhn Knox” a month earlier this and bigoted, and almost vuid «fnaneg
genr than we did last year, and sent affection. Instead of the inhalituy
er to visit the m ssion Iamilies on Tana of Port Resolution Leing imjrvedls
and Erumanga. She was absent fully cuming so much in cuutact withfureige -
a fortnight. On learning the state of ers, they are rendered nouch worse fr
the mission on Tana, Mr Geddie and I they have le rned all their vices, L
immediately proceeded to that island, none of their virtues, if such they per
and held o meeting with the Lrethren, sessed; for sandal wood traders seen |
We were unanimously of opinion that to he the most gedless of wen, whe ©
Mr Matheson ought to be removed to cruelty and wickedness make usashae:
this island for the Lenefit of his health. ed to acknowledge them as. ur.ouz'ry- .
Accordingly, he and Mrs Mathesun men. By them the pour helpless s
gccompanied us in the *John Kuox” tives are uppressed and robled o oven
to Aneiteum. He stood the voyage hand, and if they offer the elightet
well, and, sirce h s arrival heie, his resistance they aresilenced by fire arme
bealth bas slightly improved. All tho Few months pass here without somie
other members of the missivn are well, them being so shut, and instead f thed
The prospects of the mission on Tana, murderersfeclingashamed, they hoastol
notwithstanding these heavy triels, are huw they despatched them. Such trest
upon the wiole encouraging. ment keeps the natives always buraitg
And now, entreatiug an ircreased with the desire fur revenge, so thatitsi
interest in the Church’s prayers, espo- a wonder any white msuis allowed &
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oome tmong them. Iudeed all traders of everything remarkable that takes
pere are unly able tu maintain their place on Tana, but we hope the Sun of
position by revolvers and muskets; but Righteousness is about to ariss here,
wo hope a better atate of affuirs is at giving lgiht and peuce %o ¥he benighted
tand for Tans, Tanesc. .

For o few weeks after we came, the  The natives are almost constautly a¢

Tancse appeared very friendly ; but the war amobg themac)vcs,. for every man
4 govelty of our being among them soon does what is right ip his own eyes, and

assad away, and they began to shew almost every quarrel is settled by an
their avarico and deceitfulness in a appeal to arms, when the strong uppress
rnety of ways. The chiofs united in she weak. Resides mapy battles in-

- refusing tu give us even the balf of the land, they had them in the harbour

gound which was purchased for the sinee we came. Oue was fought round

2 msswn; sod when we attempted to about our house, but in it, pruvideati-
T hwee in the part given, ihey tabood it, ally, no lives were lost, though many
. ¢ threatened our teachers with death were severely wounded. Another was
. {they pruceeded further with the fence. at a very short distance, and is it scven
. They tlien divided the cocoa-nut trees or eight men were killed; and according
. athe groand among themselves, and to the Tancse custom, at the cluse of the

" {imanded such payment tfor them as engagement, the dead budies were feast-

dey knew we did not possees or threa- ed on by the surviving warriors, and
ened to take revenge on us it the trees the widows of the sluin were strangled.

“aere injured by any person. But hav- Besides those who fell in war, they

ang given the payment required, which have killed and feasted on eight persuns
weobtained from o vessel which called since we came. Their desire fur human
nafew days again, they all appeared flesh is so great, that after interment

- tiendly. Iowever, a few weeksof dry they often exhume and eat the dead;

seather began to tell on the yams and two cases of this kind lately vecurred
hnanas, and the drought was ascribed among the people living neurest us.~

- wourresidence on Tana. Consequent- Last week the chief Nouka was veryill,

ij, 2 large meeting was called to ascer- and it is said his people sacrificed thres
winwhat was to be dons. Next day women for him, for as they have no
Youre and Nuake, two chiefs, came to fear of God, but fear and serve the devil,
tlos, that at the meeting two power- their customs are horrifying, Theytry
&l chiefs had publicly declared that if to conceal all such feasts from us, so

_tepenple Jiving on our side of the har- that it is likely that many perish in thia

" bwr did not instantly kill us, or put us way of whom we do not hear.

C sy, if rain did not come in a few  On Tana, woman is the duwn-trodden
dsys, they would assemble all these slave of man,—she bears all the bLur-
pple and destroy both them and us. decs, works very hard, and provides
Thechiefs entreated us to pray for rain, both the fiving and the fuod, while he
wd not to go trom our house for a few walks about with his musket, clul, or
{155, 93 o were in great danger; and sperT, enjoying himself, and if sbe
fwe broke out, they were afraid they offends, he abuses her at pleasure. The
woli not protect us. But God inter~ other day a savage gave his wile a se-
pestd on our behalf, and on the follow- serebeatingin frontof ourhouse, and we
ing Sabhath, when we were assembled in vain tried to prevent him; but such
forpublic worship, rain began to full, scenes aro common bere, aud theugh
sed we soon grot enough of it, and the the woman should die in Lis hauds, 1t
whle inhalitants believed it was di- attracts little or no atteution. Women
welly sent in amswer to our prayers, beiug so oppressed, children arv little
“wtheyagreed to let us liveamong them. cared for, and as soon as they can do
-Bub with the heavy rains much sickness anything, they are in a great meusurs
.Em\l_ed, and we were blamed for it; left to provide fur themselves, and so

th winds came, iujuring their fruits, they have little affection fur their par-
ol wo were charged with bringing ents, consequently aged persuns are
tem, In esevere gale on the 6th Feb- neglected and starved.
mary, a vessel lying at anchor io Port  Sabbath is a day of feasting, drink-
lution drifted ashore, and waus bro~ ing kava, and working, just spent as
1o pieces ino lives were lost), aud the Tanese spent every day ; we know
sacdidit. In short, we get tho credit of no exception. We conduct public
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worship twice every Sabbrth, and once
every Thursday afterncon. At Sabbath
morning worship, which takes place at
8 a. m., ten T nese chiefs and about as
many women agd children, attend pret-
ty regularly, but after worship they
PaY no more attention to the Sabbath.
At vur gecond meeting at 4 p. m., we
have gererally two or three women, but
no men ; and on Thursday none of tke
Tunege come to worship, but we perse-
verain hope. As yet none of them
will submit to religious instruction, for
the moment any thing religious is intre-
duced, they are gone.

We are doing all we can to put the
mission premises in vrder, and to acquire
their language, for till it is got little

0d can be done among them, A num-

r of them speak English, but they are
$he worst characters we have to deal
with ; for having learned it at seq, in
addition to their own prejudices, they
have imbibed thé profane traders’ hatred
of the missionary and his work. There
are two distinet langunges spoken by
them, so that they are difficult to acquire;
but for a time we will confine ourselves
to the one spoken on the east and south
east side of the island as it is understood
as far as the other mission statiun, or
for at least fourteen miles round the
island. By firm and kindly treatment
we are trying to gain the confidence of
the natives, and in a rhort time we hope
to be able to speak to them more frecly
of sin and salvation through Jesus.

Our fellow labourer, the Rev. J. W.
Matheson, was in a weak state of health
when he came here ; and since, he has
got 50 much worse that he have been re-
moved to Aneiteum, and wesre sorry
that there is little hopes of his recovery.
Mrs. Matheson has enioyed good health.
The people at their station has been
more friendly to Christianity,—they
have sssisted to build a church, and

many of them attend public worship.— P

He has eight Aneiteum teachers under
his care, and we have four, one of whom
has been aboutone yearat Port lesolu-
tiop, another ahout thres years, and
two about four years. The teachers
have not had schools, nor are ws aware
of 2 single native who knows a letter of
$he alphabet ; and any religious know-
ledge they possess is extremely limited.
The work of ths teachers consista chief-
Iy in talking to the people among whom
ihey are piaced, and their good conduct
spesks wall for Christianity, and con-
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trasts very favourably with that of iy
degraded Tanese.

On Erumanga, the Rev. G. N. Gordy
has had good health during the Tainy
seas0n. ra. Gordont was unwell for
short time, but we are glad she isnoy
better. In a quarrel with the sandy
wood traders, ths Erumangans hup
lately killed three white men and a nun.
ber ot natives of other islands whowey
under their care. The parties are i)
at war, and it is uncertain how it my
terminate, but we hope God will pater
his servants, and overrule it fur the pr
motion of his own glory onr dark Erun
anga.

As we write, Micka, the Principa]
warrior chief of the harbour, has g
one of his men to our house to commeny
the war cry ; and with it in a fex min. ».
utes the harbour rung, and the whols
country, four or five miles inland, mi
was re echoed frem tribe to tribe,

On Tang it is the custom of all th
chiefs to get intoxicated with drinking
keva every day about5 p.m., andle
night, when a party were in this staty
an inland tribe came and discharpeds
number of muskets among them, kﬁliu
at least one man, which 1s their us
mode of declaring war with each other.
On this account the harbour tribesan
called to arms, and we know not what
may be the result; but wo fear no per
sonal danger, and God is all-sufficient
Therefors if he has work for ustods
here, he can and will protect usforit,
and asaist us in it ; 30 we try to luv
all to His care.

Since Saturday last Port Resolutioo
has been in a state of great excitemeny
for on that morning one man newl
killed another, whose friends astemble, -
and with clubs and apests forced thy
opposite party to retire for nearly s
mile along the bay, but the relinng
arty having got large reinforcements
in turn repulsed their enemies till thy
came to our gate, when the two parus
seated themselves on each sideof if, ad
upbraided amch other. After the e-
gagement the jeading men on bolh sty _
eame and entreated us to dres ther
wounds; and as & number of chith
assembled at our house at the Himh -
with such proofs before us we spokets :
them of the ewil consequences of Wi,
and succeeded in getting pc;cem}ore&

The mission families of Anciteud -
enjoy good health.
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" Entresting an increased interesh in
o prayers of the Church,
? We ares, yours,
Jonx G. Paron,
Josgrr CorxLanp,

- P. 8.—We have written by Aneiteum
wd by Port of France, and we send
‘his, which is almoss a copy of the others,
iy Erumanga, $0 be forwarded by she
ntopportunisy, for we fear the others
sybs delayed on the way. g . g P

K
————

LETTER FROM Mr. JOHNSTON.

Schenectady, Nov. 27, 1859,
. . Dear FaTnr—

Tn writing to you, I feel as if I were
~itine to the whole church, and to m
sy kind and dear friends whom
are left behind me in Nova Seotia. I
~uppose ¥ cannot do better than to give
“meome of the feelings and thoughts
“bich passed through my mind when

aving the acenes of my mativity. As

% seamer glided slowly and genmtly
.« her moerings, and the waters wide-
" s between us and the shores of our

wivs land, our dear friends on the

.f fading from our view, my heart

" kwithin me, and my affectionsclung

the land of my birth, T fels that

-aselor, sympathizer and friende were

leutof from me now. The work in

s greatness, with all its difficaliies
u responsibility, rose up before me.
eense of unfitness, weakness, and

" shiogaess, weighed hearvily apoa me.

{elt alone, and that upon me reatad sti

.eresponsibility of this greas and hee-

alyenterprise. My pastlaboraloomed

phefore my mind. Ther, my im-

teclions, my infiemities, errers and
iits, rose u}) vividly before me. The
weiaticns of childhood and the attack-
wis of home, murmurad in the deep
<esesof my bosom for an utteranee.
y thoughts glided into the futuro,
_dasIsiood and looked to the pass,
Aessta glance to the future, earth
-4ullits possessions appeared to be &
, .lu;g thadow. ANl my past life

ned 1o be 3 vapour. In the past,
uewas nothing on which the eye
-~ rat that was lasting, except what
—ibeen dons fur the glory of God.—
Jpn that only could the eye rest with
Jmure, All else wae vanity, aod

shall vanish away. Tmme to come
rolled in upon wy mind, In it Ibeheld
the tomb of evérything earthly. Thesn,
mirth, sensuality, the pride of life, the
lusts of the flesh, find _their eternal
oblivion.

Then the hbertine, ths devotee of
fashion, the lover of pleasure, and the
worshipper of mammon, heve to par$
with ever{thing they love, everythin
upen which their hearts are aet, an
after which their flesh lusts., Then, the
mighty, the rich, the wise, the merry,
the weak, the poor, and the mourner,
become alike. Then, mighty empires
and magnificent and epulent cities pass
away and moulder to dust,

As T was thus musing, my native
land was receding from my view. But
affections atill clung there. I could not
part with the land “that gave me birth,
‘where lay the scenes of my childhood,
and sll the dear and fondly cherished
associations of my past life, wivhout &
pang. As she disappeared, my soul
breathed out a prayer that God would
bless her, and evermore cause peaceand
prosperity to dwell within her borders,

The mantle of darknecss mow cast
itself ever the deep, and concealzed from
our view the land we love to cail our
own. We paced the deck in solemn
thought, unknown, uncared for, musing
upon the events of the day, and the
scenes through which we had latel
passed. All seemed like o dream. We
could not realize that we were separated
for fime, from all near and dear to us.

My thoughts then turned to myself,
and I more than ever realized my unfit-
ness, nothingness, and the responsible
character of the work im which I am
engaged. I felt the work to be great,
and myself weak and alone. But God
is pleased to advance His cauze on earth
thyough low, foolish and despieed things,
We have on heaven's authority, that
the Church is to extend her boundaries
through suck av agency. Hence, in
accordance with his way of working,we
trust He has ca'led us, weak, base, and
despised as we are, to this great and all
important work. We would, therafars,
go forward trusting in His aid, guidance
and bleasing. We go too, sent by you,
to do the work Ckhrist has entrusted to
you as his people. We, therefore, go,
trusting tha* you who remain at home
will hold up our hands by your earnest,
united prayera. If you forget to pray
for as, we sizall sccomplish but Little for
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God’s glory and the good ot poor, dying
souls.  If you cease to pray for us, you
indicate that you have listle gratitude
for your blessinge and privileges, littlo
sympatiy for a sin-sickened, perishing
world, and little zeal for the promotion
of your,Redeemer’sglory. O, bretnron,
egase .not to pray for us.  Remember
the perishing. .With auch thoughts as
these, we kbeeled down sogether, com—
mitted. purselves, the cause, our friends
and the Church to Gud’s luve, and then
rotired to rest.

_ Time will nat permit me now to add
anything more respecting the way on
which we have since been employed, and
the scenes through whizh we have pas—
sed. .

Qur departure from America has been

doluyed beyond what we anticipated.—

During thie interval we have travelled

some a; our own expense. We trust

that the time and means thus expanded
will not helost. We have been saved,
from home, by land and by sea, and
enjoy health—earth’s  best blessing.

We will, Gud willing, sail from Luston
Let of Deé. A wide stormy, and bois-

terous ocean lies before us. ~Over it we
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have to pass. But we go trusting thy
e who holds tho winds in His tisig gy
the deep in the hollow of ILis hyy
will protect and bring us safely
dark isles of the sea. Then muy
dwell with us, and thro' us pro.ngie jiy

lory, and to ITis name boe the LT
ict this be our uniled prayer.

And now dear Father and bely
Christian {riends, Farewell, 2 loug fux.
well.  May you live in peace, andunthy
active service of Gud until you areel
led frem timo to the aswful and solezy
realities of the unseen wurll. Tmm
n:ay we all meet in the Letier ami bgp.
pier world where seporatiou iy foree
unknown, and all is purity, joy,
and happiness. Iarewoll, furewdl],

Yours in a precious Saviour,
S. . Jonssoy,

Rev. James Bayue,

P. S. I amsorry I bad to writeis
such haste. O, dont forg:t ey
long letters to us. T must once @
thank you for all your kindness tom,
My love to you all. My love todin:
Johnston gnd family—farewell.

S R

OTHER MISSIONS.

OLD CALABAR.

CREEK TOWN.

The following extracts from the jour-
nal of the Rev. Hugh Goldie, reaching
down to Ist October, show that relig-
ious services are regularly kept up; that
two of the members have fallen into
sin ; and that two adult females have
be n admitted into the church by bap-
tism. -

Subbath Mectings.—Monday, 4th Ju-
ly.—Usual meectings yesterdny. The
time of the afternvon meeting was occu-
pied by theservice of the Lurd’s Supper,
when the five youag men, baptzed on
the previvus Sabbath, touk their places
with the others at the table of the Lord.
While :¢juicing in their accession, we
bal to lament the alseuce of two who
had fallen into sin.

Muonday 25th.—Usual meetings yes—
terday. The “Mary Hamilton,” a ship
belunging to Messrs Lauchlinand Brown
of Glusgow, having come up to Creek
Town for a few days, and Captain Pee-

bles, the master, being desiraus of b
ing service on hoard, Mr Timson wex
on board after our furenvon meeting
held a short service.

Monday, 15th August.—Usual met
ings yesterday. I felt sumewhat uwel
having had one or twu attacks £
mistent fever lately, aud Mr. Time
took the duties of the murning andth
afternoon meetings. This is the
day, since coming down to Creck Towy
1 which I have been unavle totairsl
the duties of the Sabbath, Thavemud
cauae of gratitude to my heavenly fr
ther for the Jong period of Fealth heby
given we. May I Le enalled me st
more to devotelife, licalth and streogh
to his service.

Destruction of Tiwin Children—S
urday, 17th.—JTeari to day «f abwn
birth near Ikunetu, aud annther io t
plantations near Creek Tuwn. In bl
cages the poor infants were desin i‘ed
In the latter case, had,the late King i‘
been alive, the infauts woull, v ¢
probability, have Leon preserved; bub



1860

duce his death, the people fecling them-
-dves at liberty to act as thoy like, are,
{um sorry to say, reviving the heathen
mactices which he endeavoured to sup-
“nss. Thoae who are doing so, are
{ ey who have never been brought per-
omlly under the influerce of the truth,
wdwho form the great bulk of the farm

spulaiion. .

Erecution of fwo Criminals.—Mon-
day, Sth Sept.—To-day a large number
of armed people came fg’um. the planta-
ions into town, to sitin _]uflgmcng on
o men whom they had in chains.
One of the prisoners is said to have shot
aman, at Jsong Inyang, swith intent to
‘il him ; though he has recovered of
tis wound ; and the other is accused of

joning four individuals. Tho arm-
“s arowd condemued bpth t, de:\tl), m}d
Jed them out to imme@mte exccution in
ihe market-place behind Ingw:}ng Esa,
vhere they  were l.mngcd'; this mode
fdeath, being that inflicted on freemcn,
though both were slaves, it qug con-
ddered dishonouring to mutilate the
body. Mr Timson, nm}ious to ses how
they went about their awful work,
went out to watch their proceedings.—
The poor wretches, he ssid, climbed up
\ie tree themselves as cooly as if it had
beento 1 em a matter of indifference,
“puttheir heads into the noose and threw
themselves off.  The first who went up
il to the ground, the noose having
ipped, and Mr Timson interceded for
Yim, as be was tne less guilty of the
‘two, and had already sufferdd the bitter=
aiss of death. But his plea was not
manted ; and there was such a con-

fnsion—Jaughing, talking, shouting—
-round the foot of the tree, that he
-tquld be heard only by few. The poor
wreteh again climbed the tree quite
‘oally, and again suspended Limself.
‘Fhen tho one aceused of poisoning
threw himself off the fatal drop. the
. eople beneath seized his feet, and Iift,
sing the body a little, jerked it down.

This they did several times, no doubt to

ceravate his sufferings.  The people

each party dispersed so soon as

_!h? saw that their victim was dead.

he one who was accused of shooting

the man, with intent to murder, lay a
_prisener in the town for a fortnight or
‘%; and Kiog Eyo told me of his case.
‘Hewssa headman on the farin, and

toother headman s great friend of his,

faling sick, an Abiaidiong, who was
cmsulted, declared that some one on
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the furm was cnrusmg his sickness,
whereupon this indisidual, fearing that
he might Le singled out for accusation,
took Lis gun and went vut tu the bush
where he lay in wait fur a victim. It
was a slave of the sick man’s whom he
shot; hut I suppose it would not mat-
ter who first came within his aim. I
visited him, and endeavored to vive him
a few words of instruction ; hut as heo
said he did not understand nie well, 1
desired Ukpabio to visit him, which be
did regularly, with what result I do
notknovw. When I saw bim, Le seemed
quite unconcerned whether he lived or
died.

Baptism of two Female Converts.—
Monday, 26th.—Usual meetings yes-
terday. The afternoon was ocrupied
by a baptismal service, in which the
infant daughter of Ukpabio was received
into the church, and two adult femnales
named Inyaong Esienand Inyang Akpa.
The former 38 a woman adv.nced in
life, and the latter a ycung woman,
wife of one 0 our members. ~ May the
Lord keep tlem stedfast in the new
life which they bave thus ojenly en-
tered.

A Marriage—Saturday, 1st Octoher.
—United in marriage two people beleng-
ing to the town. Both hushand and
wife have lecome regular attendants
on the means of grace,and, I hope, will
ere long unite themsvlves with the
Church.

NORTHERN INDIA.

Bewar in Rajpootana.— It is with
much thankfulness to God that we have
to intimate that vur two pieneer mission-
aries, Rev Messra Shoolbred and Steels,
reached Bombay, in good health, about
the begioning of November, and were
very cerdially welcomed by the Christian
frier ds who were expecting their arri-
val. The Rev. Dr. Wilsun of the Free
Chureh, who takes a warm interest in
our missivn to Rajpootana, kindly in-
vited them to his house, showed them
every attention, and greatly aided them
in their preparations fur their long in-
land journey. They intended to staré
on the 17th November, and they were
to be accompanied by Dr. and Mrs.
Wilson, two colporteurs from the Bible
Society, and two native cooverts, able
to address the people. The cumpany of
Dr and Mrs Wilson will be of inestima-
ble advantage to them; as Dr Wilsop,
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from hia long residence i India, and
the high position which he occupies as
a scholar and a Christian Missionary,
is not only well acquainted with the
country, bus with the leading persons,
both vative and Eurepean, whom they
are likely t0 mees on their route. We
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giveextracts from letters,the former wjj.
ten by Mr Steele, dated Cairo, 12)
October, and the latter by Mr Shouilry
dated Bombay, 9th November, and g,
invite the attention of our readeny
the request which is made for g o
tinued interest in their prayers.—-Re.

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

PRESENTATION.

It has already been noticed by some
of our cuntemporaries, that on the 24th
Dec., the cungregation worshipping in
Poplar Grove Church, presented their
Pastor, the Rev. P. G. McGregor, with
& handsome purse containing the sum
of seventy one pounds.

A considerable part of the Congropi:);-
tion having met for the purpose, C. D,
Huoter Esq., was called to the chair,
and prayer having been offered, Mr.
Charles Robson presented the purse, ex-
pressing in a brief and very suitable
speech, his own satisfaction in dischar-
ging his present pleasing duty. He
essured Mr. McGregor that it was the
spontaneous offering of willing hearts, 2
sribule of affectron, and an expression
of esteem for him as a man and a min-
ister of Jesus Christ, for whose welfare
and success, as well as for the welfare
of hig partreer aud family, their prayers
would continue to be presented at the
throne of the heavenly grace.

Mr. McGregor inreply glanced at
the past history of the Congregation,
noticed the sbsence of many by death
and removal who once were fellow—
{abourers, but now in ather lands or 1n
another world, and referred to the gra-
sious guidance of God, and to many
indications that their joint efforts to do
gomething in the cause of the Redeem-
er, had not been entirely disowred.
He stated that he had ever met with
kindness from his people and had never
wanted for worldly comforts, but that
their attentions had visibly increased
with the increase of his domestic rela—
tious. He expressed gratitude to God
that he had always enjoyed the aid of &
faithfu! aund affectionate Session, and
regarded this as one cause why they
all had been enebled to live in unbroken
harmony; and thanking them in his
own name, and that of his partner and

little family, for whose welfare they
bad expressed and had always shom
8o much interest, for this most munifi-
cent yift, he concluded by cummendiy
them to God and to the Word of by
Graee, that they might be built up anf
have an inheritance among all theg
that are sanctified ; and praying thy
the God of love and peace might replen
ish the hearts of pastor and peuple ik
his grace and love, so that whes they
had served their generation they might
all meet with joy hefore their Judge,
acquitted aud accepted by Iim, aadw
be ever with the Lord.

PRESBYTERY OF W ALIFAX.

The Presbytery of Halifax in connes
tion with the Presbvteran Church d
N. S. met at Windsor on the 2niustfer
Presbyterial visitation and other bug
ness. The Rev. Jas McLean preacheds
discourse sdapted to the season of the
year and the aspects of Providence, ¢f
ter which the Presbytery was comt-
tuted, and the inquiries usually putts
the different office bearers were answer
ed evidently with much care aud oo
sideration. The congregrtion presents
evident tokens of progress duriog the
past two years. This progress doesadt
consist in mere increase ¢f number
but in the increased efficiency of tt
Session, the auccess of the efforts o
Pastor, Elders, and others, in ghiy
increased interest to Prayer and Bible
Class meetings,. There were somede
ficiencies, chiefly of = financial charas
ter, which it is hoped will erc loag b
taken out of the way.

The Reports of gessions on the sub
ject of Union with the Free Churh
were then called for, when it appearel
thet the Sessions ot Windsor, Newpart
Shubenacadie, Halifax, Shelburne sod
Yarmouth, were unanimous in faverd
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4s Basis, the name, the formula for the
dpission of ministers from other bud-
i, and of the other proposals sent
{wn from Synod. In some instances
& Congregations, as.well as sessions,
bad exprened their views. No reports
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on Sabbath the 20th Nov. The Pastor
of the Congregation preached on the
accusion from she first clause of the
13th verse of the 77th Psalm— Thy
way, 0 Gad, is in the Sanctunry.”

The building is elegent aud substan-

tsd been received from the Seseions of tial, and is ulike creditable to the skill

Yot Mile River and of Musquodoboit.
Lvihe Presbytery had ot yet recorded
uny minute expressive of approval it
sseon motion agreed unanimously that
4 Presbytery record its upproval of
e Basis and accompanying documents
_wihe subject of Union with the Free
Church, sant down by Synod, express
joy and thanksgiviog to God for the
wimity of our Sessions and Congre-
sions on this subject 80 lar as reports
ue been received, and acquiesce in
tedesire expressed for the early con-
numation of the Union. It was fur-
ter agreed that Sessions who may yet
vith to express their views and desires
wthis subject, should be requested to
frmard their reports to the Clerk of
Prabytery during the month of Jan-
wry that all necessary information may
bo before the Committees at their firs
aeling,

The Presbytery having at its first
weting after Synod taken up the sub-
jutof Revivals of Religion, and agreed
wall the attention of their respective
(gregations to the promised gifts of
ke Holy Spirit, and to the duty of spe-

. cil proyer, the Moderator inquired
how Far members had carried out their
intended efforts, and with what success.

Althe members present stated that in
their preaching they had given increas-
el promivence to the office, work, and
pomiss of the Holy Spirit, and the duty
of united a3 well as personal prayer;
wdit appeared that in several, if not
tll of the congregations there were in-
fications of deepening interest in spirit-
wl things being manifested. The
Prabytery then adjourned with the
aderstanding that at next meeting of
Presbytery, some time would be devo-
tedto conference and prayer om the
same sobject,

Adjourned to meet in Poplar Grove

Church on the first Tuesday of March
8 dclock, . u.

- Tmz Now Presbyterian Church at
Yailend, Honts County, was opened

and good taste of the workmen, and or-
namental to the village. It seats 350
persons, and costs about £900.

On the 29th ult, the pews were dis-
posed of at auction, and the sum real.
1zed by the snle was quite sufficient to
cover all expenses.

PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

The Presbytery ot Pictou met at Pic-
ton on the 27th December. Took up
Mr. Byers’ resignation of the pastoral
charge of the congregation of Tatama-
gouche, lying on the talle since lass
meeting of Presbytery. Mr. Jobn Me-
Curdy appeared as Commissioner from
the congregation who laid upon the
table of Presbytery a resolution of the
congregation, to offer no opposition to
the acceptance of Mr. Byers’ demiasion
by the Presbytery, whereupon the said
demission was accepted, and the pastor-
al relation dissolved between Mr. Byers
and the congregation.

The Rev. George Roddick reported
that he had preached at River John and
moderated in a call from said congrega-
tion, which had cume out unanimously
in favour of Mr. Robert Laird, preacher
of the gospel. The call signed by 114
members, and a paper of adherence
signed by 162 persons were now laid
upon the table of Presbytery, and com~
missioners appeared in support of the
same. On metion the call was unani-
mously sustained, and the clerk was
instructed to intimate the call to Mr.
Yaird, and request as early an auewer
as convenient, if possible by the nexs
meeting of Presbytery, which will be
held at New Glasgow on Tuesday, 23d
January.
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NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, &c.

Monies Roceived by Treasarer, from 20th

Doc. to 20th Jan’y 1860.
Foreign Mission.

Committee of Rills and Overturee—pg
Messrs.Bayno,Roy and McGilveray, and ¥
James McGregor. Mr Bayne, Convener,

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev., Mo

Now Annan Congregation, £2 0 0 Baxter, Roy, Bayne, Waddell, Roddick, ifs
Juvenile Missionary Sacicty, ron, and McKinnon, ard Messrs, Kenp
. Maitland, ) 9% Forhes, Jomes Stalker, Jolin McKonzie g
Juvinile Missionary Society, Poter Ross Ruling Elders. Secrotary—Rer
Rockville, 29 3 7. Bayne. »

Ladies Rel. Bon. Socy, in con.
nection with St Jobns' Church

Chatham, 3 0
A rriend at Chatham, 210 0
Pronch River, Morigomish, Rev.
A. Millar’s Congregation, 111 4
Ilome Afistion,
Ladies Rel. Ben. Socy, in connee-
tion with 8t Johns’ Church
Chatbam, N. B. 0
Juvinile Missionary Socioty
Maitland, T
Seminarg.
Juvinille Missionary Society,
Maitland, 0 5 6
A friend in Chatham, 110 0
Special Effort.
Mr A. Roy, Maitland two instal.
ments, 010 ¢
A friend, do do 010 0

Ernrara.—Io last month’s Register on

pound acknowledged from Windsor should Abram Patterson, Esq., Pictou.

kavo been ten pounds.

_Tho Agent acknowledges receipt of th
following sums for Register and Instructor
From Samuel A. Creelman, £1 0

William F. Layton, 2 10
Andrew O'Brien, 10
Rov. William Keir, 10
Rev. Isaac Murray, 010
Hiram Smith, 2 0
William Stewart, 10
Qoorge Runciman, 010
Rev. A, L. Wylie, 2 5
Rev. R. S. Pattorson, 10
Dr. Caverhill, 0 5
Alexander McBurnio, 1 0
Johaoston & MeNaught, 3 0
Roderick McDonald, 113
Qavia Bell, 015
John A. McDonald, 110
Rev. John Campbell, 410

Pictou, 25th January, 1860.

BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMIP- and it is requeasted that t

TEES, &c.

Board of Home Missions.~Rov. Mossrs Which they are to bo inserted,
Patterson, McGilveray, Walkor and Thomson, Ma¥ be sent to the Pablisher u
togother with Messrs. Anthony Collie, John,

Seminary Board.—The Professors, ex of-
cio. Rev. Messrs. McCulloch, Baxter, &
Ross, Wylio, Cameron, McKay and Cumip
and Messrs. Robort Smith, David MeCordy,
Isnac Fleming, William McKim, Fleming
Blunchard, and Adam Dickio. Mr Me(y).
loch, Convenor; Rov. L. Ross, Scerotary,

Committee on Union withthe Free Church~
Rer. Messrs, McGrogor, (Convener,) Muz
doch, Sedgewick, Cameron, McCulloch, J;
Ross and Bayne, and Mossrs. C. Robson ag
D. McCurdy, Ruling Elders.

Committee to Audit Accounts.~—Rer,
Walker, and Messrs, Roderick McGregy
andAlex. Fraser of Now Glasgow. Rer§,
‘Walker, Cozvener. .

Recetver of Contributions to the Schemetof
the Church.—James McCallum, Esq, PR
Island, and Mr R. Smith, Merchant, Tram

Receiver of Goods for Foreign Miws
and Agent for Register.—Mr James Pafier
son, Bookseller, Pictou,

Gencral Treasurer for all Synodicsl Fad

C

Committee on Colportage.—Rev. Dr Smil
Rovds. John I Baxter, A. Cnmeron, Cimg

o and Messrs. Isaao Logan and Jasper Orv.

0 TERMS OF THE INSTRUCTOR AN
0 REGISTER. C
INSTRUCTOR AXD REGISTER, aingle copis

0 5s, each. Any porson ordering six copieser
more to one address, and becowing resposs-
ble for the payment, will reccive ono fregfir
every gix so ordered, or to stato tho mafl
in another form, for every scven ordered b
will only be required to pay for six, wli

0 addressed singly, whon the wholo nomhy;
will be charged.

0  For Register, singlo copies, 1s. 6d. eachs=
4 8ix copies or more to one address ntlg.}jl.j
0 cach, and onc additional for gvery twels
0 dered. In all coses whon addressed sing)y
0 1s6d will bo charged. N
Communications to bo addressed ti 1l
Rev. Georgo Patterson, Green Hill, Picls,
bey be formarded by
tho 10th of the month previous to thsted
Small notixs
p to tho 245,

bo formiddd

Orders and Remittances to

McKinnon, David Frasor and Lavwronce Mil. to Mr James Pattorson, Booksoller, 1;“;&

ler, Rulin
Becretary.

g Elders. Rev. Georgo Pattorson, Remittances may also be senb to the Ly

Treasurer,



