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THE HOME AND FOREIGN REGORD FOR 1871.

‘We have tried to make the Record as use-
ful and as readable as possible, during the
present year. Our volume, just about to
close, contains & great amount of information
relating especially to  the Presbyterian
Churches. XNo periodical of its size, price
and character, can do fuller justice than the
Record does to home and fereign religious
intelligence.~The proceedings of our Synod,
including nearly all the Reports, were laid
before the church with unusual promptitude
and fulness. The *Minutes” also were
published and largely circulated.

Thecirculation of the Record hasincreased
during the presens year. This is gratifying
to the Conumittee of Publication; but they
still feel that much remains to be done be-
fore they can be satisfied and say “It is
enough.”  The organ of the Church should
find its way into every houschold connected
with the church. It would greatly help all
our Schemes and Fuuds if eur people knew
what the church is doing, and what she
wishes to do. The price of the Record is
so moderate that it is within the reach of
all, There is hardly a preaching station
connected with our Charch in which a club
of Five could not be raised.

The Committee -respectfully appeal to
Ministers, Elders, Missionary Collectors,
Sabbiath School Teachers, and all the
WORKERS counected with the Church to
aid in circulating the Record. Thousands
mxghz be added to our ‘Subscription hst by
an camest general effort.

TERMS FOR 1871,

Single copies by mail................. $0.60
Five copies to one address. ...ooo.o.lut . 2.50
Eleven copics to one addross. ... ..... 5.00

And so on.  For every ten copies paid, ar
additional copy is given free.

POSTAGE,

The Postage is uniformly paid at Halitax
by the Committee.

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Qur cubseribers, in order to receive the
Record for 1871 must renew their subserip-
tions—must send their orders especially for
1871. The old list is cancelled, except in
the case of those who have already paid for
1870 and 1871.

The Record for 1871 will not be forwarded
to you unless you order it. This is a rule to
which the Committee have found it neces-
sary to adhere.

Send your orders, if practicable, before
the end of December.

Let the orders be accompanied with the
money-.

Payment promptly in advanceis all the
more necessary now that the Committee
have to make a heavy outlay for Postage.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

The Sabbath School department of the
Record will, we hope, be improved during
the coming year. Much attention has been
devoted to it in the past; let this be taken as
a pledge for the future. Is it too much for
us to ask the special assistance of Sabbath
School Teachers in an effort to increase our
circulation ?



326 -~

The \mumz and foreign Wecord.

Dec

THE LORD'S WORK

In connection with our Church isconstantly
extending. Our congregations are becoming
more numerous. Our evangelistic enter-
prizes embrace an ever-widening scope. We
are undertaking mnew “ Schemes of the
Church,™ and seiiding forth new mission-
aries into the Home and Forcign fields. In
order to teke an intelligent interest in our
Church work, in order to support it aright
with our money and our prayers, we must
read and think about it. It is the special
fanction of the Record to bring this work
before our people with as much fulness of
detail as is practicable. Every Presbyterian
should therefore read the Record, month by
month, in order to know how our Missions
are prospering in the New Hebrides and in
‘Trinidad ; how our Home Missionaries are
succeeding in the “waste places” of these
Provinces; how weak congregations are help-
ing themselves and recciving help from
others ; how the Funds are supplied for
carrying forward our work in all its phases.

Space allows us from time to time to give
brief glimpses of the work of otheér churches,
especially those with which we are most
intimasely connected.

SEND YOUR ORDERS IN COURSE OF THIS
MONTH, IF POSSIBLE. THE oLD Sus-
SCRIPTION LIST ¥8 CANCELLED AT THE
CLOSE OF THE YEAR. SEND, IF POSSIBLE,
A LARGER ORDER FOR THE COMING YEAR.
PoSTAGE 1S UNIFORMLY PAID IN Hail-
¥AX BY THE PUBLISHERS.

0C¢
* GUR FOREIGN MISSION WORK.

Neerly a quarter of a century ago the
ﬁrst Foreign Missionary of the Presbyce-
rian Church left our shores. OQur pioneer
Miggionary then went forth, trasting to
the gwidance and protection of the All-
Wise and Almighty. He was led to the
lovely isles of the Pacific, and he had the
Yonor of planting the standard of the
cross amid the palm-groves of the New
Hebrides. The Iong-lost inhabitsats of
Aneitenm listaned fo the Gospel message,
.shook off the yoke of hea:hemsm, and by
God's blessing became witnesses for Christ

among the neighbouring isles. The Bible
i3 now read in the native touguo of the
Anucitoumese.
have long since been flang away to the
‘““ moles and the bats ;”” and the ordinances
of the Christian religion are obsorved with
pious care and reverence. and Hirs.
Geddie are spared to witness with joy the
complete trinmph of the truth on the isle
which was the scene for four long years of
their upnided struggle with a mighty and
crafty foe. Their good fellow-labouver,
Mr. Inglis, rejoices with them as they
gather the ripened sheaves to the garner of
God. Having sown in tears they reap
with abundant joy.

The next Missionary sent from this
country was the Rev. George N. Gordon,
a brave, earnest and true man, who fell at
his post on the savage and blood-stained
isle of Erromanga. Ho was honoured to
raise anew the standard that had fallen
from the Apostolic hands of John Wil
liams. He and his true wifé won the mar-
tyr's crown, dying for Him to whose ser-
vice they had consecrated their lives.

After Mr. Gordon, we sent forth Messrs.
Matheson and Johnston, with their wives.
They went, full of hope, of devotion, and
of high resolve, willing to live and die for
the glorious work to which they were con-
secrated. Alas! they had not long to gerve
their Master in the high places of the field.
First, Johnston fell ; and then the Mathe-
sons, in the prime and vigour of life. It
was the Lord’s doing to call them to their
rest so soon. We kuow not why their
career in the Mission field was so short.
The Master doeth all things well. The
Churcl can never forget the New Hebrides.
or cease to love those isles, far off thongh
they are, in which rest the ashes of the
Gordons, the Mathesons, and Johnston.
The dead as nell as the living hid us to go
forward.

Our next Missionaries wers the Rev.
Donald Morrison and his wife, the Rev.
William McCalloch and his wife, and the
Rey. James D. Gordon Mr. Gordon,
with the true spirit of a Christian hero,
undertook the Errvmanga mission, conse-
crated himself to the work of telling the

Y
asr,

The idols of heathenism
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story of redeeming love to the people by
whom his brother and sister had been slain.
Mz, McCulloch was compelled by the chro-
nic illness of his wife to give up the Mis-
sion field. Mr. Morrison, after making a
deep and permanent impression on Fate,
ftor founding a Churceh there and transla-
ting a portion of the Scriptures into the
Fatean language, was laid aside by illness,
and by-and-by was called away from all
his toil to the rest of the people of God.

Our Church sent forth more recently a
voung Missionary from Scotland, the Rev.
James McNair, who now labours in the
New Hebrides.*

Here, then, is the catalogue of our Xo-
re'gn Missionaries to the New Hebrides.
Our sister Church sent forth the Rev. J.
Goodwill & year ago to join the thinned
ranks of our force. Ie has rcached his
tield of work ; may the Lord prosper and
hless him abundantly in it, and spare him
long to sow and reap !

Three years ago the Synod determined
to establish a Mission among the Coolics
of Trinidad. Rev. John Morton, our pio-
neer Missionary in that island, has been in
the ficld more than two years, and has
laboured with thoe greatest faithfulness and
not without promise of success. The
Synod of last year authorized the Foreign
Mission Board to call Ministers to ocenpy
posts in the foreign field. In response to
the Board’s call the Rev. Kenneth J. Grant
cheerfully devoted himself to the work, and
on Tuesday, the 8th ult., left Halifax on
his way to Trinidad, where he is to labour
with Mr. Mortoen for the benefit of the
Coolies. He goes from among us, the
tenth Foreign Missionary from the Presby-
terians of these Provinces.

Thanks be to God, that He has given to
His servants so much of the spirit of self-
consecrationy and that He has made the
Church willing to give up her men and her
wealth for the bencfit of the dying heathen.
Wo rejoice to state that the Missionary spi-
rit is taking hold of the youth of our
Chur(h Our Sahbath-scliool children ave
domg their share towards the support of

- *Since the above was in type tidiugs have
reached us of Mr, McNair's death.

the “ Dayspring;” and several of our stu-
dents havo intimated their determination
to offer themselves for foreign service.

Our Church has madc but a beginning
in this noble work of Foreign Missions.
Hundreds of millions of heathen are atill
Jiving and dying in ignorance of the Gos-
pel.  Christendom is less than half in ear-
nest in diffusing the knowledge of thé
truth as it is in Jesns. More men and
more means must be devoted to the work
year by year, until therc are as many am-
bassadors of Christ in the foreign field as
there are pastors in the home ficlds. We
may be sure that our own Church has -not
attained anything like the limit of her duty
towards the heathen world. Thankfal for
what God has enrbled us to do, let us aim
higher and still higher that thousands in
the New Hebrides and Trinidad and’ other
lands may rise to call our Church their
mother in the Gospel.

SOt
PREVAILING ERRORS.

The true Word of God is our standard’
and rule of faith, We have “suborg_naw—-
standards” but these are valuable odly as-
they interpret and state the teaching of the-
Scriptures. When we, Preshyterians, con-
front what we believe to he error, we bring
it to the test, not of the Confession of Faith
and Catechisms, but of the Bible. Qur
appeal i8 not to man’s word but to God’s -
Word. We grasp the sword of the Spirit,.
and it we wield it with skill, as our Lo
did in His conflict with Satan, we shall be
more than conquerors. It is of greas value -
to be well versed in our Subordinate Stand-
ards, both for our own edlﬁcaaon, and for
purposes of defence against the assmhs of?
error. But in the day of conflict onr re-
course must be to thearms and armoar pro.-
vided by God.

Never were there so many bold cr fre
sidious encmies of God’s truth ~as are ‘now-
in the world. They are as active as they
are numerous. Henca urgent need of train-
ing all our ‘people, old and young, in the
tmth ds itis revealed in the Bible. The
system of sound doctrine as_ held by our'
church should be mstmed into the mmdl of:
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the young by teaching in the family, in the
Sabbath school and from the pulpit. Tor
the apostles of error are numerous and
enterprizing, and very zealous. Satan goeth
about ns a roaring lion secking whom he
may devour; but he also goes about as a
hissing serpent insinuating doubts and in-
jecting the deadly poison of heresy; and,
most dangerous of all disguises, he comes
and goes among the sons of God as an
angel of light, teaching half truths which
are ever the most fatal of lies.

Sacramentarianism is active and danger-
ous, The Church of Romne we know, and
we are on our guard against her. But in
these days we find so called Protestant
clergymen using the pulpit and the pressio
disseminate errors similar to those of Rome
though perhaps of a somewhat milder type.
It is with shame and pain we have to con-
fess that the prevailing current in the
Episcopal Church in these Maritime Pro-
vinges appears to be in the direction of rank
Puseyism. Happily there are many faith-
ful witnesses for the truth in that church;
and we hope and pray that great success
‘mayeattend their efforts to check the rising
tide of Ritualism. The fact of the prevail-
ing declension is too notable and important
40 be concealed. It is one of the saddest
phenomena of our day; and it should tend
.to make all who love the truth in its sim-
plicity to be doubly diligent in their efforts
for its diffusion.

Among the Presbyterian churches there
appears to be a firm adherence to the pure
Protestantism of the Reformation and of
the Biblee We are othodox, no doubt;
and this is something to be thaukful for.
Buat our danger lies in dead orthcdoxy ; in
being contented with mere soundness in the
{dith, and in the name tolive and the forms
and motions of life. Dead orthodoxy is as
dangerous as heresy; it may be more
-dangerous; it may be a softer pillow on
which to sleep the sleep of death. We arc
in danger‘also of being too dull and cold
towards those who are not of our own
churches. We do not exert oursclves
«enongh to save thé victims of error and
hiercsy. Our Christian efforts are not as
-eafnest as becomes 4s in view of therealities

with which we have to do. We are tooshy
of speaking often onc to another of Christ
and what He has done for our souls. The
zcal of Ritualists and other errorists should
rebuke us and stir us up to renewed activity.
We cannot be too mindful of the fact that
our purity and orthodoxy will avail us
aothing if we hold the truth in unright-
eousness, or in laziness, or in bitterness.
There is at present & diligent propa-
gandism of most ruinous and demoralizing
errors. At this time of dny Materalism
sends its emissaries among us to convince
the people that they have no souls to win
orlose. These men sneer atsuch expres-
sions as ““immortal soul,” “never dying
spirit,” and so forth. The spirit perishes
with the body. The wicked are annihilated
never to be raised again to a life of joy or of
shame. We need not show how directly
this heresy contradiets the words of the
Lord Jesus and the whole tenor of Scripture.
Yet the men who propagate these errors
claim to be Christians, and claim to take
the Word of God to be their guide. Theix
zeal is such that they advertize their errors
in the secular newspapers. Their insensi-
bility is such that they pour ridicule upon
the orthodox doctrine which is also plainly
the doctrine of God’s Word. Secripture is
wrested to support these soul-destroying
errors, and some ave led astray and wander
helplessly in the mazes of unbelief.

Universalism, denying the future punish-
uient, and asserting the future salvation of
the wicked, is a less degrading doctrine
perhaps than the Annihilationist and Ma-
terialistic heresy to which we refer; but it
is equally unscriptural. It is perhaps more
dangerons, because more popular, and ap-
pealing to a higher class of minds. Still it
is essentially rationalistic and Anti-Chris-
tian, leading rapidly and dircetly to Uni-
tarianism and Xofidelity. Whoever holds
the Universalist theory cannot rest Iong in
any faith in the ‘inspiration of the Serip-
tures. The Bible becomes to them a book

| without authority ; and its doctrinés are of

no weight with them unless confirmed by
their own “reason.”” The Divinity of our
Lord, the doctrines of the Atonement, of
the Trinity, and of the eternal punishment
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of the impenitent, are usually got »id of in
rvapid succession if not at one and the same
time.

Unitarianism, Universalism, Materialism,
Annihilationism, areall more full of paril to
the souls of men and to the progress of so-
ciety than the superstitions of the Ritualists.
Tt becomes the Presbyterian Church above
others to labour and to testify against these
soul Jestroying errors, and to keep herself
clear from anything like compromise with
them. Much of the literature that goes
among our people—American magazines,
novels, newspapers, especizlly so-called re-
ligious novels of the New England School,
are deeply tainted with the poison of
Socinianism, and a weak, watery ration-
alism.

% Plymouthism” is making itself felt in
some places,—a system of error which isin

the main o diluted Quakerism. Its disciples

and propagandists have excellent peculia-
rities deserving of approbation; but some
of their doctrines are anti-Scriptural. Their
zeal and devotedness should wake to emu-
1ation the disciples of a purer faith.

Truth is.one; error is manifold, many-
sided. It will meet us on the right hand
and on the left. It will assail us under the
most varied and captivating disguises. It
will appeal to our weskenesses and pecu-
liaritics. It will flatter, beguile, terrify.
The best and only true mode of meeting
error in all its phases is to have the souml
filled with trath in the loveof it. Truthin
the mind, stored in the memory, loved and
cherished in the heart, in constant contact
with the conscience, reduced to practice in
daily conduct,~truth thus held, loved,
worked for, will be ever increasingly pre-
cious to the sounl, and no heresy however
captivating can dislodge it.

Concerning all the heresies and errors
that force themselves on our attention there
is this to be said T they dre but old foes with
new faces. Ritualism as manifested by
some of the churches is borrowed chiefly
from old heathenism with a patch here and
there of“the old ceremonial law of Moses.
Socianism, Unitarianism,, Universalism,
Aannihilationiem were all confronted under
different names by the Apostles of Christ

and their successors within the first thre
centuries. ‘Note therefore that the panacea
pressed upon yon by this and that quack
has been tried long centuries ago,—tried
and found utterly worthless. Is it for you
in theso latter days to trifle with the ashes,
the bones, the rags of ancient heresies when
there is so much of sun-clear truth upon
your lips, on the tablets of your memory,
or atany rate within the boards of your
Bible! TProve all things: hold fast that
which is good.

e
BASES OF UNION.

The first of the Presbyterian Unions was
that of Victoria, Australin. This Union
took place in 1859, and included ministers
of the Church of Scotland as well as of the
Free ond U. P. Churches. The basis is as
follows :— .

“1. That the Westminster Confession o
Faith, the Larger and Shorter C. techismss
the Form of Presbyterian Church Govern-
ment, the Directory for Public Worship,
and the Sccond Book of Discipline, be the:
standards and formularies of this Church.

“If. That, inasmuch as there is a differ-
ence of opinion in regard to the doctrines-
contained in these standards relative to the-
power and duty of the Civil Magistrate in:
matters of religion, the office-hearers of this.
Church, in subscribing these standards and
formularies, are not to be held as counten--
ancing any persecuting or intolerant prin-
ciples, or as professing any views in refer-
ence to the power and duty of the Civil
Magistrate, inconsistent with the liberty of -

ersonal conscience, or the right of private-
Judgment,

«III. 'That this Synod asserts for itself

a separate and independent character and

osition as a Church, possesses supreme

Jurisdiction over its subordinate judicato--
tories, congregations, and people, and will

receive all ministers and preachers from

other Presbyterian Churches applying for-
admission, who shall thereupon “become

subject to its authority alone.”

The Nova Secotia Union took place in
1860. The Basisis as follows :—

“ The Synod of the Presbyterian Charch
of Nova Scotia, and the Synod of the Free
Church of Nova Scotia, recognizing each
other as churches of Christ, deploring the
differences which have hitherto existed be-
tween them, and desirous of forming a
union, agree to tho following statement of”

_principles gs a basis :—
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“J. That whatever designation may be
adopted by the United Chureh, it shall be
in all respeets free and completely inde-
pendent of foreign-jurisdiction and interfe-
rence, but may hold friendly intercourse
with sister churches, whose soundness in
the faith, and whosc ecclesiastical polity,
accord with the sentiments of the united
hody. '

“II. ‘That the great object of union shall
be the advancement of the Redeemer’s glo-
ry by a more vigible expression of the unity
and love of the members of Christ’s hody,
the cultivation of a more fervid picty, de-
voted zeal, and practical godiiness, and sub-
ordinate thereto the setting forth of a more
umted tesiimony against all Popish, Soci-
nian, Arminian, Krastian, and other here-
sies, as these huve been exhibited in past
ages, or are now manifested under the garb
of the religion of Jesus, and the providing
by the combined exertions of the United
Body of a duly qualiied ministry for an
efficient dispensation  gospel ordinances
within our bounds, aunu for the enlargement
and permanence of the church, and the pre-
paration of a platform of discipline for the
sake of obtaining uniformity in the pro-
ceedings of church courts.

“IIL. That the standards of the United
Church shall be the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith, with the Catechisms Larger
and dhorter; the following explanations
heing subjoined, in veterence to the state-
ment of the Confession regarding the pow-
«er of the civil magistrate, cirea sacra, as
Jimited hy the Act of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland, 27th Au-
gust, 1647, and excepted to by the Presby-
.terian Church ot Nova Scotia.

“1st, That the United Body disclaim,
a8 unscriptural, all right on the part of the
civil mavistrate to regulate or review the
.procedure of the courts of Christ’s church,
maintaining that the chureh is a free insti-
tution under law to Jesus, and to be held
entirely by his authority, and furnished by
him with ample power to meet, deliberate,
and consult in his name, whenever, and as
often as, the rights or interests or govern-
ment of his house may require.

“2nd, That while recognizing magiste-
vial authority as an ordinance of God for
wood to mau, and holding, in the language
of the Associated Ireshytery, that ‘it is
peculiarly incumbent on every civil state
where Christianity is introduced, to study
and bring to pass that ciyil government
among them, even in agreeableness to the
mind of God, be subservient to the spirit-
val kingdom of Jesus Christ, and to the

.interests of true religion,” a principle clear-

ly founded on the supremacy of the Lord
Jesus Christ over the church and’over the
nations, the United Body repudiates the
idea of attempting to enforce the helicf or

e —— e e e o —— e ——
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profession of Christianity by the power of
the sword, as alike contrary to the law of
Christ, the spirit of his gospel, the rights
of conscienee, and the liberties of man.

“3rd, Finally, while recognizing the res-
pousibilities of the civil magistrate to God,
and praying for the time when Kings shall
be nursing fathers and their queens nuising
mothers to the churceh, the synod tinds that
the question as to the wmode in which the
civil migistrate may discharvge his vesponsi-
hilities, is one on which, in their circum-
stances, they are not called upon to come
to-any deliverance.”

The next Union was that of the Cana-
dian Churches in 1861. The Basis is long
and claborate. It is as follow

*¢¢T'he Preshyterian Church of Canada,’
and ‘ The United Pissbyterian Church in
Canada,” believing that it would be tor the
glory of God, and for the advancement of
the cause of Chiist in the land, that they
should be united and form ene Church, do
hereby agree to unite on the tollowing ba-
sis, 10 be subscribed by the Moderators of
the respective Synods, in their name and
behalf ; declaring at the same tine that no
inference from the fourth Article of said
Basis is held to be legitimate, which asserts
that the civil magistrate has the right to
prescribe the faith of the Charch, or to
mterfere with her ecclesiastical action ; fur-
ther, that unauimity of seuntiment is not
required in regard to the practical applica-
tion of the principle embodiced in the saifl
fourth Article, and that, whatever differ-
ences of sentiment may arisc on these sub-
jeets, adl action in reference thercto shall be
regulated by, and be subject to, the recog-
nized principles of Presbyterian Church
order.

“Article I Of IIolyScri(;ture.—Thnt the
Scriptures of the Old and New ‘Testaments,
being the inspired word of God, are the
;s'l;premc and infallible rule of faith and

ife.

“Article II. Of the Subordinate Stand-
ards.—That the “Westminster Confession
of Faitk, with the Larger and Shorter Cat-
echisms, are received by this Church as her
subordinate Standards. P

* But whereas certain scetions of the said
Confession of Faith which treat .of "the
power or duty of the civil magistrate "have
been objected to, as teaching principles ad-
verse Loth to the right of private judgment
in religious matters, and to the prerogatives
which Christ has vested in his Church, itis
to be understood as follows :— )

“1. That no interpretation or reception,
of these sections is held by this Church )
which would interfere with the fullest,for-
bearance as, to any differences of opinion
which may prevail on the questjgugof-the

endowment of the Church by the S s,
B N ot N ."g?‘

RN
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“2, That no interpretation or reception |
of these sections is vequired by this Church
which wonld accord to the State any nutho-
rity to violate that liberty of conscience and
rvight of private judgment, which are assert- '
in Chap. XX,, Sec. 2, of the Confession,
and in accordance with the statcments of
which this Church holds, that every rerson
ought to he at full liberty to scarch the
Scriptures for himself, and to follow out
what he conscientiously believes to he the
doctrine of Seripwire, without let or hin-
drance, provided that no one is allowed,
under pretext of following the dictates of |
consciente, 1o interfere with the peace and |
ood order of society.

‘3. That no interpretation or reception
of these sections is required by this Church,
which would admit of any interference on
the part of the State with the spiritual inde-
pendence of the Church, as set forth in
Chap. XXX. of the Confession.

“TII. Of the Headship of Christ—That
the Lord Jesus Christ is the only King and
Head of his Church; that he has made her
free from all external and secular authority
in the administration of her affairs, and
that she is bound to assert and defend this
liberty to the utmost, and ought not to
entey such engagements with any pavty as
would be prejudicial thereto.

“IV. Of the Headship of Christ cver the
Nations, and the Duty of the Civil Magis-
trate—That the Lord Jesus Christ, as the
Mediator, is invested with universal sove-
reignty, and is, thereforz, King of nations,
and that all men, in every capacity and
relation, are hound to ohey his will as re-
vealed in his word ; and particularly, that
that the civil maggstrate {(including in that
term all who are in any way concerned in
the legislative or administrative action of
the State), is bound to regaulate his official
procedure, as well as his personal conduct,
by the revealed will of Christ.

“V. Of Church Govenment.~That the
system of polity exhibited in the ¢ West-
minster Form of Preshyterian Church Go-
vernment,” in so tar as it declaves a plura-
lity of chlers for each congregation, the
official equality of Presbyters who minis-
ter in word aud doctrine, without any offi-
cers in said ehureh, superior to said pres-
hyters, and the unity of the church in adue
subordination of a smaller part to a lurger,
and of a larger ro the whole, is the govera-
ment of this.church, and is, in the general
features of it therein set forth, believed by
this church to he founded on, and agiceable
to, the word of God.

“VI, Of Worship.—That theordinan-
«es of warship shall he administered in this
chureh as they have heretofore been, by the
respeetive hodies of which:it iz composed, -

in a géneral gecordance Wit

bo directions 1

- . . }
contained in‘the Westminster Directory of
Worship.”

.
There was a Union in New Zealand in
1862, on the following Basis ;:—

“ 1. "That the Word of God, as contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New ‘Tes-
taments, is the only infallible rule of faith
and practice, and the only cevtain standurd
by which all matters of doctrine, worship.
governmem, and discipline in the church
of Christ are to be decided.

“II. That the Westminster Confessior
of Fuith, the Larger and Shorter Catechir
are adopted as the subordinate standai. -,
this church ; as also the Directory for Tub-

lic Worship, the Form of Preshyterian.

Government, and the first and second heoks
of Discipline, in so fur as these latter are
applicable to the circumstances of the
chureh.

In reference to these subordinate stand-
ards, this church thinks it right to declave :

(1.) That inn:much as the doutrines
therein contained, relative to the power of
the civil magistrate, are liable to a differ-
ence of interpretation, her office-bearvers, in
subscribing her standards, arc not to be held
as countenancing persecuting or intolerant
principles, or as professing any views incon-
consistent with liberty of couscience or the
right of private judgment.

{2.) That this church, while recognizing
the authority of the civil magistrate in his
own province, and the great principle of
the responsibiiity of nations and rulers to
Godyasserts for herself a distinet and inde-
pendent character and position; claims, as
vested in her superior courts, supreme and
exclusive jurisdiction in matters spiritual
over all her office-bearers, congregations,
and people; and declares that no spiritua}
privilege enjoyed by her office-hearers and
members is subjeet to the control or inter-
ference of any body foreign to herself.”

A Union on a Basis almost similar was
effected in Queensland, Australia, in 1863.
In 1865 & Union on nearly the same Basis
was formed in South Australia.

In 1865 there was a Union in New South
Wales, on the following Basis :—

“I. That the designation of the United
Church shall be, ¢ The Presbyterian Church
of New South Wales;” and that the Su-
preme Court of the Church shall be desig-
uated ¢ The General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church of New South Wales.”

“IL That the Word of God, as con-
tained in the Scriptures of the Old and-

.New Testaments, is held by this church as
i the supreme, and only authoritative, rale
‘of faith and practice. Y

¢ JII. That the Westminster Confession
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of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Cate-
chisms, the Form of Presbyterian Church_
Government, the Dircctory for the Public
Worship of God, and the Second Book of
Discipline, arg the subordinate standards of
the charch.

“ The subordinate standards above enu-
merated are received with the following ex-
planations :—

“1. That, while the Confession of Faith
contains the creed to which, as to a confes-
sion of his own faith, every office-hearer in
the church must testify in solemn form his
personal adherence, and while the Cate.
chisms are sanctioned as directorics for cat-
echising the 1" irectory for Public Worship,
the Form of Church Government, and the
Second Book of Discipline are of the na-
ture of regulations rather than tests, and
are not to be imposed by subscription upon
ministers and elders.

“2, That in adopting these standards
this church is not to be held as countenan-
cing persecuting or intolerant principles, or
any denial or invasion of the rights of pri-
vate judgment. i

3. That, by Christ’s appointment, the
Church is spiritually independent, and is
not suhject in its own province, and in the
administration of its own aflairs, to the
jurisdiction or authoritative interference of
of the civil power.

“V. That the church asserts for itself
2 separate and independent position in rela-
tion to other charches; and that its highest
court shall possess supreme and fina} juris-
diction over its inferior judicatories; office-
bearers and members.

“VI. That this church shall receive mi-
nisters and probationers from other Presby-
terian churches applying for admission, on
their affording satisfactory evidence of their
qualifications and eligibility, and subseri-
bing the formula.”

The most recent, and the grandest Union,
was that effected at Pittsburg, in Novem-
ber, 1869, between the Old and New
“ Schools” in the United States. The Ba-
sis is short, and in admirable contrast with
the carlier attempts of the two Assemblics.
Here it is :—“ The Union shall be effected
on the doctrinal and ccclesiastical Basis of
our common standard ; the Seriptures of
the Old and New Testaments shall be ack-
nowledged to be the inspired Word of God,
and the only infallible rule of faith and
practice ; the Confession of Faith shall
continue to be sincerely received and adopt-
ed, as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures; and the
government.and discipline of the Presbyte-

rian Church in the United States shall be
approved as containing the principles and
rules of our polity.”

The Free, the United, and the Reformed
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland are now
discussing the propricty of uniting on the
Basis of tho ** Standards pure and simple.”

The following is the Basis proposed for
the four Churches that recently met by
their representatives at Montreal :—

1. That the Holy Seriptares of the Old
and New Testaments, being the infallible
Word of God, are the supreme standard of
faith and manners.

“II. Thatthe Westminster Confession of
Faith shall be the subordinate standard of
this Chareh, it being understood,—

“1. That {ull liherty of opinionin regard
to the power ard duty of the civil magis-
trate in matters of religion, as set forth in
said Confession, he allowed ;—aund

“2, That the usc of the Shorter Cate-

chism be enjoined as an authoritative expo-
sition of doctrine fr the instruction of the
people.
8. That this Church shall maintain fra-
ternal relations with Preshyterian Charches
holding the same doctrine, government aad
discipliny, and that ministers and proba-
tioners shall bo received into the Church
subject to the suchregulations as the church
may from time to time adopt.

These documents will be nseful for study
and reference during the coming year.

. o T
THE GOLLEGE LIBRARY. .

A month or two ago we published an
Appeal from the Lilrarian of the College
for aid in books or in money to buy books.
The matter was before the Synod, and the
Rev. John Forrest was authorized to issue
the appeal referred to, and it was hoped
that there would be aliberal response. We
arc sorry to say that hitherto the response
in money has been ail, and in books very
little better than nil.

Now, the matter requires to he looked
into, gravely and carnestly. Books are to
students what implements of husbaundry
are to the farmer. Qur young men must
have books ; and if they are to be abreast of
the age in which, God has placed them they
must have the Looks that are being now
pnblished. '

The Library is large and respectable, and,
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through the industry, of several successive
Librarians, it i3 admirably arranged and
catalogued. It contains upwards of four
thousand volumes, a large proportion of
which are useful to students,—historieal,
theological, and scientific works, perma-
uently valaable. Bat, as every one knows,
a library requires constant replenishing.
“The world is moving, and our students
must move too. They must know what is
being done in the world of science—what
new light is heing thrown on old problems,
what old theory of durknessis being ve-
vived and how it is met; how the battle is
faving between faith and scepticism, between
trath and error. It is unnecessary for us
to tell Presbyterians that their young
ministers should be well informed, and that
they need books while attending College as
well as afterwards. All that we need to
show is that the Library is not what it
should be, and that there 1s no way of hring-
ing it up to the mark except by thus ap-
* pealing to the liberality of our people. The
students themselves contribute a consider-
able suin annually, which, (excepting afew
dollars for necessary expenses) is devoted to
the purchase of the most desirable new
hooks. But the additions thus made from
year to year though valuable, and highly
creditable to the students and the Librarian,
are not one-tenth of what is required.
Speaking very moderately, weestimate that
the requirements of the Library would be
met by expending, suy $200 annually in
new hooks. OF course it woald be easy to
expend profitably ten times the sum men-
tioned ; but the stadents would be delighted
and largzely benefited were new books to the
value of the smaller sum placed annually
within their reach. Donations in hcoks as
well as in ‘money are thankfully received,
although the money is always most de-
sirable ; for thie books you give may not be
those that are most urgently required-
Still, if you cannot give money, by all
menus give books We hope however that
in course of the winter the Librarian will
have the satisfaction of acknowledging
numerous donations of money. Let it
come in cents, dollars, pounds; no matter.
The smallest donation will be thankfully

!

received and put to good use. Donations

should he forwarded to the Librarian, the
Rev. John Forvest ; but if it should be more
convenient to send to tho office of the
Record or to cither of the Yditors of, the
Record, the donations will be duly handed
to Mr. Forrest. We are anxious that amid
the multiplicity of other cluims and calls
the Library should bo remembered at this
season of the vear. There is prabably no
more profitable way of investing a few
dollars for chureh purposes than scnuing
them to the Libvary-Fund. Past negleet
makes present need all the more urgent.

D e = - =
HOME MISSIONS.

The Home Mission work of the Chuveh
has been prosecuted with energy and suc-
cess during the past swmmer.

The Board met on the 1st and 2nd of
November, when the chicf objects of atten-
tion wexe, first, Repeirs and Disbursements ;
secondly, the supply of vacant congrega-
tions in Victorin and Richmond ; and 3dly,
the Distribution of Probationers.

What was done under the first head will
appear in due time in the Accounts. Un-
der the second head it was agreed to yequest
two ministers, able to preach Gaelic, to
undertake a mission of a month cach du-
ving the early winter months, while some-
thing was done in the direction of securing
more permanent supply.

In the allocation of Probationers it was
impossible to meet the wants of Presbyteries.
Rev. Mr. Stirling and Mr. C. Fraser were
appointed to P. B. Island ; Rev. William
Stuare and Mr. Devid Smith (health per-
mitting), to the Presbrtery of St. John;
Mur. J.F. Layton, on return from Bermuda,*
to Pictou Presbytery, and Mr. J. W,
Nelson to ‘Truro Presbytery.

Rev. A. R. Garvie having accepted the-
call from Windsor, and Rev, R. Wilson,,
from Chatham, and Rev. Thos. Cumming
having consented to occupy Zion chureh,
Charlottetown, for the winter, none re-
mained for any other Presbytery. It will
thus be scen that the demand for Mission- -

*3Ir. Smith must rest a few weeks longer, and, .
Mr. Loayton hasnot returned from Bermuda.,
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aries in the Lower Provinces is most cla-

mant, and that our vacant charges will |
look with deep interest to the close ot the

‘Theological Hall of this Church, and of

Princeton. That labourers may be thrust

forth should be the subject of earnest and

continued prayer. ’

s
OUZ SUPPLEMENTING FUND AGAIN.

In few words we placed before the Church
in our last number the urgent claims of
this Fand to early notice from individuals
and congregations. "The response has be-
gun. First we received a half dollar from
a Sabbath scholar, and next over S20 from
a Juvenile Mis<ionary Society, whose regu-
lar contributions do honour to themsclves
and the congregation’ to which they belong.

A congregation of tried liberality has
wmitted its colieetion of §58. A well
known friend, of the Church’s schemes, at
Moncton, N. B., remits his 85, as his cus-
tom is, and finally we have received from a
man of business the sum of $200, with the
Jollowing letter :—

REV. DEAR Sir,—I have for somne time
felt it my duty as a_business man to keep
an account with the Lord, not of His mer-
cies, for these are past reckoning (Psal. xI.
5), but of the money with which he has

-entrusted me as one of His stewards. On
examining the state of my books lately, I
found that I had fallen considerably in
arrcars. Had I been so in debt to one of
my fellow-men, he would probably have
taken measures to compel me to pay up.
Though our Heavenly Master does not
deal thus with us, yet when we withhold

-from Him His due, He has plenty of agents
and means to take it from us, and perhaps
He has been doing so in my cxperience.
At all events, with the view of paying up
arrears, I send a donation which I request
"you to pay over tothe fund for supplement-
ng ministers’ stipends, as, from the state-
ment in the last Record, it seems the most
needy. I shall be happy if this amonnsat
this crisis will have any tendency to encou-
rage the Synod to go forward in that work
in faith on Him to whom belongs the silver
and the gold. Might I also ask my fellow-
_Christians in business to examine the state
of their accounts with their heavenly Mas-
ter. The end of the year is approaching,
when they will be sctting in order their
accounts with their fellow-men ; then let
cach ask -himself, “How much owest thou

unto my Lord ?”” And if in arrcars, as I
fear that most of us may be found, let him
pay up, and thus not only before our fel-
ow-men, but before God, establish his cha-
racter as an accurate

BusixeEss Max.

Rev. P. G. McGrecor.

From the fifty cents to the fifty pounds
we have received all with gratitude to God.
We had begun to fecl as though the weaker
congregations had not the cordial sympathy
of the Church generally, and as if the min-
isters aided by that fund must feel that it
was reluctantly supported, and consequent-
Iy that they were regarded as an incum-
brance and a drag.

These whole-hearted gifts from youths,
congregations, and men of business, shew
the feverse. ‘They show the proper frater-
nal feeling, and the letter of & man of busi-
ness opens up to view the great source of
supply, which is the setting apart the Lord’s
portion of our receipts to be held sacred for
the promotion of the Lord’s work. If
others will act in the same spirit there will
be no lack; and by the time that joy-bells
ring in the new year, the funds will be on
the way which will assurc the devoted
labourer that his person, his work, and his
charge, have o place in Christian hearts
dispersed over all the Lower Provinces.

LU vy 3
L oo 4

THE SPIRIT'S PRESENGE, POWER AND
GRAGE THE GHURGHS HOPE IN
POSEGUTING MISSIONS.

AN ADDRESS
By Rev. E. A. McCurdy.

Hope, my friends, as you all.know, is
onc of the most essentinl elements of suc-
cess in any enterprize which we undertake.
Banish hope from the human breast, and
you aim a dircct and deadly Llow at efiort,
and atonce cut off all prospect of success.
On the other hand, inspire humanity with
a living hope, and you beget, foster, and
develop excrtion, and open up the way for
tlic accomplishment of thegrandest achicve.
ments. These remarks apply to men in
overy sphere and cmployment. But if
their truth is illustrated anywhere with
peculiar clearness, it is when we bring them
to bear upon workers for Clhrist. Here, ar
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some one has well said, “Hope is the
msinspring of labouring love, hope in the
Lord, first for yourdelf, then for your neigh-
bour. Despondency clogs exertion more
and more, as it sinks, until it reaches des-
pair, and then exertion entirely ceases.”

But, brethren, if our hope is to be a living |

hope; if we wish it to grow into expecta
tion, and to culminate in certainty, it must
depend on faith, on & faith swhich js itself
hased upon the sure Word of God. Now
let it be remembered, that the Spirit’s pre-
sence, power, and grace have becn pro-
mised to the Church in the exccution of
the great commission, * Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel w every eres-
ture,” let it not be forgotten that God’s
promise is the stable foundation of-{.th,
that faith is the sure basis of hope, and
that hope is one of the most essential
elements of success, and you will readily
perceive why {on such an occasion ag this)
we are asked to consider for a little “ The
Spirit’s Presence, Power and Grace as the
Church’s hope in prosecuting Missions.”

That the manifest presence, omnipotent
energy, and infinite grace of the Holy Spi-
rit are the Chureh’s hope in the prosecu.
tion of Missions, seems to me to be clear
from the fact that the gift of the Spirit is
the great promise for the present dispensa-
tion. ‘

The hopes of believers under former
dispensations werc sustained by faith ia the
predictions and promises of a coming Mes-
siah. The birth of "Christ was cmphati-
cally the cansolation of Israel. But the
‘hopes of believers during the current dis-
pensation, 50 far at all events as these
hopes centre in the evangelization of the
-world, are sustained by faith in the pro-
mise of the gift of the Spirit. To this
gift the Saviour, after His resurrection,
directed the expectation of His disciples,
and He spoke of it with emphasis as the
promise of the Father. It was by the
impartation of the Spirit that they were to
“be endued with power from on high.”
It was by the manifested abiding presence,
energy, and graco of the Holy Spirit that
He intended to fulfil: His_blessed promise,
“ Yo Iam with you alway.” So import-

" ant indeed was the presence of the Spirit,
! that in the estimation of our Lord Himself

it was more than an cquivalent for His
own. He knew and taught what we in-
stinctively pexrceive and feel to be true,
that those who saw and heard, and, talked
with Him, were highly favoured. ke Bles-
sed are the eyes that sce the things that ye
see, for I tell you that many prophets and
kings have desired to see those things
which yc‘ see, and have not seen them, and
to hear those things which ye hear, and
have not heard them.”

But He also knew and taught, what we
ought to perceive and feel to be equally
true, that those who should enjoy the pre-
sence of the Spirit would be even more
highly favoured. To cheer the sorrowing
hearts, and to dry the tearful eyes of His
immediate followers who were utterly cast
down in prospect of His departare, He
said, “IXt is expedient for you that I go
away, for if I go not away the Comforter
will not come, bat if I depart I will send
him unto you.”

Dus again, you will perceive that the pre-
sence, power, and grace of the Spirit are
the hiope of the Church in carrying on-the
work of Missivns when yon think of the
obstacles to be overcomo hefore the gospel
can achieve its complete and final trinmphs.
Every Christian believes that no mere
hmnan power is equal to the task of saving
even a single soul. The truth is that the
mind of man everywhere is dark, that his
heart is cold, and hard, and dead. Now if
sinful humanity is wniversally afflicted
with spiritnal blindness, an operation of
Divine power is necessary to restore spirit-
ual vision  “ God who at first shined om:
of darkness must shine into the mind, to
give the light of the koowledge of the
glory of God in the fuce of Christ Jesus.”
If the human heart in & state of nature, is
cold, as cold as jce, then the sun-light and
firc-heat of the Almighty Spirit alone can
thaw it out, and make it flow down in
Godly sorrow and genuine contrition. If
the heart of man is hard, as hard as the
flinty rock, nothing but the blows of a
hammer wiclded by the cnergy of O mni-
potence can redace it tothe broken heart,
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which is to God a pleasing sacrifice. 1If,in
a word, the state of each man, and of all
men, by natare is one of spiritual death,
then an agency equal to the stupendous
task of raising the dead mugst be secured.

Oh, brethren, when you call to mind
what we are taught respecting the deep,
dense darkness in  which humanity “is
shrouded ; when you reflect upon the stub-
born obduracy of the human heart; when
you think of its utter indifference, nay, its
inveterate hostility to God, to Christ, and
to holiness; when you bring together
thousands and millions of individuals, each
of whom is by natuxe utterly opposed to
the truth into compact masses such as
nations, are slaves of particalar systems of
error ; when you survey the world and find
the vast majority of its inhabitants still
poor blinded pagans; when you reflect
upon the fact that a hundred and fifty mit-

lions of souls are subject to the Mahom-,

medan delasion ; when you find from seven
to ten millions of Jews under the sway of
an unbelief intensified by the habits and
prejudices of eighteen hundred centurics;
when you remember that the overwhelm-
ing majority of even those who call them-
selves Christians are held in bondage by
Greek and Roman superstition, do you not
feel keenly that the continually manifested
presence, Almighty power, and infinite
grace of the Holy Spirit are absolutely
necessary to bring these teeming millions
from darkness to light, and to translate
them from the kingdom of Satan, into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son? As you
Jook upon this wide, waste desert, do not
the hopelessness of mere human powers,
and your sense of the need of a Divine
agency, prompt the utterance of the old
prophet, “ Upoa the land of my people
shall come up thorns and oriers, until the
Spirit be poured. upon us from on high and
the wilderness be made a fruitful feld, and
the fruitful field be counted for a forest.”
My friends, as you stand in this mighty
valloy and survey the ghastly wrecks of
humanity once instinct with life, love, and
activity; as you look wupon these dead
men’s bones, blasted, bleached and dry; as
you lister to the question, Can these dry

bones live ? it is only when you believe in
the mighty power and wondrous grace of
the Eternal Spirit, that you will rise even
to the position of the prophet and answer,
¢« O Lord God, thou knowest.””

Again, you will perceive that the pre-
sence, power and grace of the Spirit are
the Church’s hope in prosecuting Missions
when you think of the fecbleness of the
instrumentality employed to achieve the
salvation of the world. This instrument-
ality embraces truth, order, facilitics, and
men. Now take any of these by itself, or
take them all together, and they are feeble,
intensely feeble. Am X told that “truth
is mighty and will prevail 7> Address
truth to angels and you will find your pro-
verb _vcriﬁed; but address it to mien and
you will discover that, apart from the
agency of the Spirit, truth, even God’s
truth, has no more power to save than the
woodsman’s axc to fell & tree without the
woodsman’s hand to wicld it. Am I told
that we have an ecclesiastical polity found-
ed on the word of God, and that our faci-
lities for the spread of the gospel are alrea-
dy great and daily increasing? Very
true. So has the gallant vessel becalmed
at sea a strong hull, stately spars, and
spreading canvas, but she must be there a
helpless thing, until the winds of heaven
fill her sails and bear her across the mighty
deep far away to her destined haven. Are
we reminded of the number, talents, piety
and centhusiasm of those who have quitted
country, kindred, and father's house for a
toilsome lifec among the heathen? DBreth-
rén, our missionaries are men, only men of
like passions with ourselves. They are
weak. They feel that they are weak. In-
decd the better qualified they are for their
work, the more decply are they impressed
with a sense of their own weakness. When
our brother who is with us to-night thinks
of the number of the poor Coolics of Tri-
nidad ; when he reflects upon their dark-
ness, superstition, and sin; when he consi-
ders thae the work which he has underta-
ken is no less a task than their spiritual
illamination, emaocipation, and complete
salvation, I am sure that he will go to his
work, as the great Apostle went to his,
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“in weakness and fear and much trem-
bling.” When he considers the obstacles
in the way of his success; when he stands
face to face with the derse ignorance, utter
indifference, and spiritual bondage ot those
upon whom he would operate, it seems to
me that the promise which will best sustain
his sinking heart is, *“ When the Spirit is
come he will convince the world of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment ;” and when
he is most oppressed with a sense of his
own weakness, the thought which will
likely most re-animate him is that our
Great Intercessor has assured us, “I will
pray the Father, and he shall give you ano-
ther comforter, that He may abide with
you for cver, even the Spirit of truth, for
He dwelleth with you and shall be in you.”
Missionaries, then, without the unction of
the Spirit, no matter what their genius,
piety and devotion, are but a feeble instru-
mentaiity. Even the Apostles, though
they enjoyed three years’ intercourse with
the Blessed Saviour, were unqualified for
their work of propagating the gospel
throughout the world, until they had re-
ceived the fulfilment of the promise of the
Father. Though the world was perishing
while they waited ; though they themselves
had been ordained and commissioned, yet
they must tarry at Jerusalem until they
were endued with power from on high. As
has been well observed, “That long pause
of the commissioned Church, in sight of a
perishing world, is the Yord’s most mem-
orable and affecting protest beforchand,
that no training, that no ordination, could
qualify men to propagate the gospel with-
out the baptism of the Holy Ghost.”

Nay, so indispensably necessary is this
haptism that our Y.ord Himself, Divinc
though he was as well ‘as human, must be
filled with the Spirit to fully qualify Him
for His great work. We read that at the
very threshold of His public ministry “He
came in the power of the Spirit into Gali-
lee,”” and it is an impressive fact, that the
first propheey that He applied to Himsclf
as He stood in the synagogue at Nazareth,
was the prediction of Isaiah, ““The Spirit
of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord hath anointed me to preach the gos-
pel to the poor.”

+

And now, brethren, whether we cons@er
the Spirit ‘as the great subject of promise
for the presentdispensation, or think of the
tremendous obstacles in the way of the
complete triumph of the gospel, or reflect
upon the feebleness of the instmmcnpnliiy
apart from His Almighty agency, the Spi-
rit’s presence, power and grace must be
held to be the Chureh’s hope in the prose-
cution of missions. This is the onc only
source of all spiritual power. To spread
the gospel at home, to diffuse it in foreign
lands, we must have our agents filled with
the Spirit of God. As an cloquent writer
has put it, “ We want in this age, above
all wants, fire, God’s holy fire, buming in
the breasts of men, stirring their brains,
impelling their emotions, thrilling in their
tongues, glowing in their countenances,
vibrating in their actions, and expanding
their intellectual powers more than can
cver be done by the heats of genius, of
argument, or of party; and fusing all
their knowledge, logic and rhetoric into a
burning stream.” With emphasis, then,
we reiterate that the Omnipotent agency
of the Holy Spirit is the only source of
spiritual power. If we wish to sce carcless
sinners transformed into lovely saints; if
we long to have all the members of all our
churches active workers for Christ; if we
desire that our ministers and missionaries
should preach the gospel with clearness,
tenderness, unction and power; if, in a
word, we expect that the world will ever be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the channel of the sea, we
must not only use the formula, but grasp
its full significance, I believe in the Holy
Ghost.” Let the Church excrcise unfalter-
ing confidence in the truth of the promise
of the Father; let her hope everywhere
centre, not in the efficacy of truth, order,
influence, wealth, men, genius, talent, edu-
cation, or civilization, but in the manifest-
ed presence, Almighty energy and infinite
grace of the Holy Spirit, and with greater
rapidity than ever before she will find that
God’s way will be made “known in the
earth, and his saving health among all
nations.” May God hasten it in His
time.
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Protestant and Roman Catholic
Missions.

It is the common usage of Roman Cath=
olic writers, in speaking of Christian mis-
sions in non-Christian countries, to slight
and ridicule the results of Protestant mis-
sions, and to magnify their own. There is
hardly a controverted subject between. Ro-
man Catholics and Protestants where the
uncharitable spirit that animates the church

of Rome with regard to everything outside”

the pale ot its communion s more appa-
rens than in the accounts of foreign mis-
sions.

It must, therefore, be all the more humi-
liating to Roman Catholic writers that
there is one point in conncction with the
mission cause with regard to which they
not only cannot speak contemptuously of
the operations of Protestant churches, but
maust even admit the great superiority of
Protestants over Roman Catholics. This
point is the liberality of the Protestant mis-
sionary societies in providing the means for
preaching the gospel to pagans and other

ople outside of the Christian world.

hat Protestants do, in this respect, i3 do
incomparably superior to what Roman Ca-
tholics are doing, that it is not uncommon
to find Roman Catholic papers, while com-
plaining of the small contributions of their
people to the missionary cause, pointing
lamentingly to the large incomes of the
Protestant societies as a model which Ro-
man Catholics ought to emulate.

‘We are reminded of this curious fact in
looking over some interesting figures with
regard to Protestant and Roman Catholic
missions. The Roman Catholics sustain
only one great missionary society, the So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Faith,
which has its centre in France. For years
the bishops of the entire world have been
arging the faithful to form auxiliary soci-
eties, and to contribute liberally for its pur-
poses. Accordingly, the society reccives
its annonl contributions from Germany,
England, Ttaly, Spain, Portugal, Belgium,
Holland, North and Soath America—in
fact, from every country where there are
Roman Catholics. The opeations of this
society are not withont effect in pagan
countrics, and well deserve to he known
and to be pondered by Protestants. But
its receipts make a very poor show in com-

arison with those of ?’mwsmmism. The
wmcome of the society, which is the organ
of a population of 195,000,000, was, du-
ring the last financial year, shout 5,000,000
francs, or mearly $1,000,000. It will be
seen that this is at, the rate of about half a
<ent for cvery soul in nominal connection
with the church.

Protestantism has no one society which
is the central organ of all the missionary

e

efforts of Protestant.countrics. There are
sltogether some cighty different socicties.
Forcmost in missionary zeal are Great Bri-
tain and the United States. The vominal
Protestant population of Great Britain is
estimated at less than 24,000,000. The
missionary societies, of which there are 12,
together reported, in 1868, an income of
over £600,000 sterling, or nearly $3,000,-
000, or more than 11 cents for every indi-
vidual set down as a Protestant.

‘The comparison with the Roman Catho-
lic world is startling. Twenty-four wmil-
lions' of English Protestants contributed
more money for the work of propagating
Christianity than the 195,00.,000 Roman
Catholics.

The Protestants of the United States are
doing almost (not quite) as well as those of
England.  The number of the Protestant
population does not differ much from that
of Great Britain, and is roughly estimated
at dbont 25,000,000, Assome of the Ame-
rican missionary socicties embrace both
foreigzn and home missions, the amount of
contributions for home inissions is not so
easily ascertained as in England. Butitis
safo to say that the aggregate contributions
to foreign missions will not fall i.uch short
of $2,000,000 ; while, if home mission, Bi-
ble, and tract socicties ave included, they
exceed $4,000,000.

England and the United States are the
most liberal among the Protestant coun-
tries in the world in the support of foreign
missions. But Germany has twelve mis-
sionary societies, the Netherlands two, the
Scandinavian countrics six; and the aggre-
gate income of these socicties is steadily
increasing, and swelling the total mission-
ary revenue of the Protestant world, which
we believe does at present not fall short of
$6,000,000 & year. Thus the Protestant
population of the world, which numbers
about 100,000,000, contributes annually
ahout six times as much for missions as
the 195,000,000 of Roman Catholics.

‘We are aware that there are a few small
Roman Catholic Socicties receiving contri-
butions for forcign missions hesides the
society for the propagation of the faith, bur
should Roman Catholics, on that account,
be inclined to regard our comparison as
partial to Protestants, and invite a closer
research, it would appear that the society
for the propagation of the faith expends its
money not only in non-Christian countries,
but aiso for Catholic missions in Protest-
ant countrics. Thus it embraces both the
field of our home and foreizn societies. If
we should, accordingly, put all of the pro-
testant forcign missionary, home mission-
ary, charch extension, tract, Bible, and
similar societies, on .the one side, and all
that Roman Catholics do for similar purpo-
scs on the other side, we feol warranted in
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saying that the contributions of the Pro-
testant world are more than tea times those
of the Roman Catholic world.

. ta=
Onr Foreign Rigsions,

We omitted in our last number mention
of the safe arrival of the Dayspring in the
New Hebrides after 2 long passage of 35
days. From a letter reccived from Dr.
Stee! we learned that she arived on the 6th
of May. Sailing from Melbourne her
voyage was longer than from Syduey, she
was heavy laden and the winds light and
often baffling, yet she carried her passengers,
Dr. and Mrs. Geddie and one daughter, Mr.
and Mrs. Goodwill, and the mission goods
with a large boat for Rev. Mr. McNair in
perfect safety. On her arrival it was re-
ported that all was well with the familiesat
the different mission stations.

Laterintelligence just received, shews that
even then all the missionaries were not well,
and that only a short time clapsed before
the brethren had to mourn over the some-
what sudden removat of one of their num-
Ber. The last year closed leaving us a
diminished band of labourers in our early
mission field, but we have now to announce
the painful intclligence that the number is
farther reduced by the death of Rev. James
MecNair, of Erromanga..

The particulars of this mournful event
are furnished in a letter from his companion
and fellow missionary, Rev. Thos. Neilson,
and the publication of this letter in full will
be the best nse we can make of oaravailable
space, and will meet the Jonging desires of
many loving hearts to know the causes and
circumstances of this unexpected decease.

The minutes of the annual meeting of the
Mission Council have heen received written
out in full in the business-like hand of our
dear departed brother, with a letter begun
by him and finished by his decply afflicted

wife. These may be expected in our January !

number.

We have reccived a letter from Dr.
Geddie, which being short, we can also Jny
before our readers in the present number.
The Dr. leaves Mr. Neilsan to tell the-sad

tale of the mission’s bereavement, bub the
yearnings of his heart for more missionaries
he cannot repress, and we trust his appeals
and prayers will not be in vain.

The interesting incidents counceted with
the Iate Rev. J. W. Matheson’s systematic
giving to the cause of the Lovd, will not he
read without effect. They wili, they must
awaken thought in the breasts of many
whose income far exceeds his. Some will
follow the example.

The followiny is the copy of the paper
found in his hand writing :

“TaANNA, Nov. 1858,

Of all that God giveih me—may I have
grace to give the tenth unto the Lord.

‘The contents of this bag are to be appro-
priated to the British and Foreigu Bible
Society. Lord speed the Bible.

J. W. Maruesox.”

By way of explaration it may be added
that the boxes containing the property of
Rev. J. W. Matheson were lost some years
ago in Australia, the diroction being effaced,
and reshipped to the Feegecs. Dr. Geddie
has after much inquiry discovered and got
possession of them.

Letter from Dr. Geddie.

AxE1TFuM, Aug. 16th, 1870,

My Dear Sir,—1 wrote you last year that
the boxes of the late Mr. Matheson were
safe They have since that time reached
me. Iam sorry to say that a considerable
part of them had been wet at some time or
other, and were of course rotten and useless.
Some of the books and clothing had to bo
thrown away ; the remainder were purchased
by the missionaries and men on hoard the
Dayspring. 1 have made up 2 small box
to go lome, containing letters, private
papers and some clothing, addressd to you

which you will please to hand over to Mr.
Matheson’s friends.
We found in one of Mr. Matheson’s

hoxes a small bag containing 25 suvergigns
devoted o the British and Foreign Bible
Society. It was ‘coutained in three pack-
ages. Two of them contained £10 sterling
cach, and the third contained £5 sterling,
with the following lines written on the
paper which contained it, “March 7ih,
1870, I have already expended tive pounds

. for Bibles this year for the henefit of sailors

calling at Erromanga—hence this paper
only contains the remawming five pounds,
J. M.” Our departed brother was a most
unostentatious man. I consujted the
brethiren about the disposal of this money.
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They all thought that it should be remittod
to the British and Foreign Bible Socicty,
and it was handed over to omr Treasurer.,
It will be acknowledged by the Socicty in
due time, .

The Dayspring has returned from her
voyage north. Mr. Goodwill has been
stationed on Espirito Santo, and Mr. Mi]ne
on Nguna under very encouraging circum-
stances, Our exploratory voyages north
have already resulted in the oecupation of
two important islands, which will become
certres from which the Gospel should
radiate to the dark regions beyond.

I expect to see Mrs. McNair here in & fow
days. Tt is probable that she will make her
home with us until she gocs to the Colonics.
I presume that she intends to return to
Scotland.  Sheisin very delicate health,
and Mr. Neilson thinks that her lungs are
affected.

If the Church of Scotland in Nova Sco-
tia should contribute anything for the Day-
spring it ought to be done in_conjunction
with you. ‘The sum of £250 is quite suffi-
cient from Nova Scotia. You should con-
fer with Mr. McIean on this subject.

d 1
I have just heard from Dr, Stecl that Mr.

Blue is not coming to the islands. QOh!
how I long to see one or two missionaries
from home. The cause must go down here
unless the church can send us help. The
maguitude of the work around us, and the
feebleness of the instrumentality is of itself
an oppressive thought. Do make every
cffort to send us help, and send it without
delay. May God move some heart to come
to our aid, 1n this our hour of need. You
should make an immediate and urzent ap-
peal to our friends in Canad.. tv send one
or two missionaries to the New llebrides,
for the mission has many and warm friends
in that quarier.

I send with this letter the copy of a
Minute passed at our late mecting in reter-
ence to our lamented brother Morrison, and
also & tew lines written by the late Mr.
Matheson, which his friends will value.

I suppose Dr. Steel must pay Mrs. Me-
Nair's passage home out of the money in-
tended for the salary of her late husband
which will be in Australia before she re-
quires it.

Ever yours, &c.,
Jorx GEDDIE.
Rev. P. G. McGREGOR.

Death of Rev. James McNair.

Port REsoLuTION, TANA,
23rd Aug., 1870.

My pEAR SIr,—It is at the request of
Mrs. McNair that T take upon myself the
melancholy task of announcing to you the
death of our beloved brother in the Mis-

sionary work, which took place at Erro-
manga on the 16th of July last. M. Mec-
Nair’s health was never very robust, and
he has gradually succumbed to the influen-
ces of a debilitating climate and & very try-
ing station. T had been staying with him ¢+
for three months last season, and left him
and his wife and their infant child at
Aniwa, in the end of September. He waus
then pretty vigorous, and very ardent in
evangelistic work on Erromanga, endeavor-
ing to open up the island for teachers, and
visiting places hitherto unexplored. I did
vot see him again until the end of May this
vear, and I was struck with his extremely
weak and emaciated condition ; in fact it
was evident that the hand of death was
upon him, and that he would scon he called
away to the upper sanctuary. ‘The last
rainy season has been an uncommonly weg
one, and Mr. McNair was almost constant-
ly suffering from fever and ague, and his
strength was so reduced that his system
was not able to rally under the change of
air and scene in the vessel and at the annu-
al meeting, and he gradually got weaker
and weaker, till shortly after reaching home
on Erromanga he died on the morning of
Saturday, the 16th of July.

The Dayspring is intended to go the east-
ward this year, and we had appointed M.
McNair to accompany her, and to act as
representative of this mission during the
voyage, chicfly with a view to the benefit of
his health, but it was seen by the Great
Master that the voyage of his lifc was
nearer a close than we had thought, and he
has already entered the haven of eternal
rest.

Our departed brother seemed for some
time to be conscious that his cnd was ap-
proaching. The last time he sat in the
rcom in which I now write, he said he
thought he was not going to live long.
Some days before his death he told Mrs.
MecNair that he expected very soon to die,
and that when it came it would be sudden
at the last, as he knew his heart was affect-
ed. He expressed the utmost resignation
to the will of God, being willing to depant
and be with Chyist, which is far better,only
he intended io have put things in tetter
order for Mrs. McNair, purposing to have
made a will, which he was cut off without
having had strength to do.

The last time he preached the gospel was
upon Tana. The anspring was lying at
anchor in the harbour on her way to Aney-
tium. Mr. McNair came ashore with seve-
ral Erromangans he had with him, and we
had yuite a large audience under the spread-
ing shade of a Banyan tree. Hc preached
in Erromangan, and old Nauwa interpreted
it into Tanese, It was on the whole a
very interesting scrvice, all the more so
when we look back upon it and think that
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his voice was to bo no more raised in pro-
claiming the gloriour gospel.

He had long been anxious to visit Erro-
manga more thoroughly, to gzo about and
become hetter acquainted with the people,
to establish teachers-among them, and to
extend the bounds of the kingdom of Christ
on that island. For this purpose he had
been endeavouring to get a largo boat ; and
last year, through the libaality of a Ger-
man lady, who placed £40 at the disposal
of Mr. Kay, our Missionary Sccretary, for
Erromanga, aud through the energetic ex-
ertions of Mr. McKie, of South Yarra, who
collected £30 for the purpose, a sum of
£70 was iuvested in the purchase of a large
boat, which was brought down in the Day-
spring this year, but Mr. McNair was una-
ble to make any use of her, and the first
voyage that she took wds to bring me intel-
ligence of his death. -

The house in which Mr. McNair lived
and died was one buile by a Mr. Henry, for-
merly o sandal-wood trader on Erromanga.
It is a large and commodious building, but
the situation is unwholesome, and it i. not
sufficiently clevated above the surface of
the ground. Tt is close beside a fresh wa-
ter tidal stream, always an unhealthy situ-
ation in & tropical climate. Mr. McNair
had long intended to have put up a cottage
in a better place, and had brought along
with him from Aueytium the frameof a
small house, which the missionaries and the
mon in the Dayspring had set up for him
opposite to the point on which Williams
was killed, at the mouth of the stream, with
a full view of the sea.  After the vessel left
Mr. McNair was unable to do anything to
it, and before ten days were past he had
reached the house not made with hands
eternal in the heavens.

As I knew Mr, McNair more intimately
than any of his missionary brethren, and
have frequently heard himn speak of his
carly life, perhaps a few reminiscences
would be interesting to you. e was born
in the parish of Inverhollan, on the shores
of Loch ————, onc of the numerous
beautiful lochs that indent the southern
coast of Argyleshire. In his youth he used
to cross the hills to the school of Glenda-
vuel (a parish in which, by the way, about

200 years ago a certain Mr. McLaurin was

minister, who had twe sons, onc of whom
was the celebrated mathematician, and the
other the no less celebrated divine.) In this
parish school young James McNair received
the elements of his education, apd was

taught to read the English Bible, and to |
repeat the shorter catechism in English,
when he only knew the Gaelic; indeed he |
scavcely knew any other language than |

Gaclic until he was thirteen or fourtcen
years of age.
The Disruption in the Church of Scot-

|

1and occurred when he was & hoy about 12,
andleft upon his mind a vivid impression.
He was a warm sympath.ser with those
who left the Establishment on that occasion,
and ever afterwards entertained and ex-
pressed deep-rooted hatred of moderatism,
not unmingled with contempt. When a
lad about fourteen he went to Dunoon,
where ho got a situation in a shop, in con-
junction with which was kept the post-ofiice
of the place. Ilis master allowed him an
hour or two daily to attend school, of which
he availed himse!f, and he also commenced
a course of reading under the direction of
the Rev. Dr. MeKay, whose ministrations
he attended, reading such books as Butler’s
Analogy and others of a like stamp, well
caleulated to form the mind of a young
man.

In the course of time his master resigned
the situation of post-master, and Mr. Mec-
Nauir, on the requisition of the inhabitants,
was appointed to fill his place ; along with
the post-office he alse kepta store for books
and newspapers.  This yiclded him a suffi-,
cient income to keep him in comfortable
circumstances, and had he chosen to settle
down, he might, with his steady habits,
have lived a very happy, respectable, and
useful life at home.

Bat the word of truth had sunk deeply
into his heart. Dunoon is a watering-place
of considerable extent on the Frith of Clyde,
and he was often brought into contact with
students who might be residing there as
tators in families, or spending their sum-
mer holidays at the seaside. A time of
revival swept over the West of Scotland,
and Mr. McNair determined to give him-
sclf to the Lord in the rainistry of His Son.
But how was he to find time for study?
He had a government situation, and re-
quired to be at his post every day from the
beginning of the year to the end of it. It -
so happencd that Sir Rowland Hill (of pen-
ny postage fame), had taken a fancy to
Dunoon as his summer residence; and
what more natural than that being there he.
shonld come into comtact with the post-
master, and that thus a friendship should
spring up between them! To him, then,
Mr. MecNair in his difficulty applicd, and
throngh his influence he was permitted to
ho absent at college five months in winter,
supplying his place while.away with a sub-
stitute. In this way he studied at Edin-
burgh, taking the regular Arts course at
the University, and afterwards some years
at theology in the Free Church College
there, until in the year 1864 Mr. Paton
happened to be home in_Scotland, and be-
ing in Dunoon, Mr. McNair was introduced
to him, and through him offered himself to
the Foreign Mission Committee of the
Reformed Présbyterian Chureh, as a candi-
date for the officc of Foreign Missionary in
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the New Hebrides. Mr. McNair had, from
his infancy, leen delicate, having been
always troubled with asthma, at times dis-
tressingly so, and the committee were not
sure ahout yreceiving so delicate a8 man for
such an arduous ficld. On consulting some
of the e:ninent medical men in Edinburgh
they, however, aave it as their opinion that
the climate of these islands would he rather
favourable than otherwise to a complaint
of that nature. And this opinion proved
to be correct, for Mr, McNair was seldom
or never tronbled with asthma afier coming
here ; andeven when he was suffering under
fever and ague, used to say thas it was a
great improvement on his old complaint.
We all left Liverpool together on the 1st
of March, 1866. Mr. McNuir had been
married about a fortnight previously to
Miss Mary Gnlloway, who is now by his
death left a widow with an interesting little
girl, who was born this day a year ago.
We had a long hut pleasant voyage to Mel-
bourne. Mr. McNair suffered intensely
with the great heat in crossing the line; in
fact I never saw him so ill from that time
up to within a few weceks of his death.

On reaching the New Hebrides, Mr.
McNuir chose” Erromanga as his field of
labour, but hefore the close of the season,
he and his wife were so completely knocked
up with fever and ague, that they had to be
removed to Aneityum, where they spent the
first rainy season, and where Mrs. McNair
was confined of her fivst baby. I also was
on Ancityum during that season, and saw
them frequently there. ‘They both had a
great deal of sickness; their first year in
the mission ficld was truly one of much
trial to them.  They lost their first child,
and had implanted within them the sceds of
fever, which were never wholly eradicated.
With the return ot the Dayspring next year
Mr. McNairveturned to Dillon’s Bay, Erro-
manga, and has remained there more or
less ever since -

As a Missionary Mr. McNair was earncst
and devoted. He was much liked hy the
Erromangans, and his ldss and the removal
of Mrs. McNuir will be deeply felc upon
that island. Things had changed remark-
ably for the better there during the last two
years; unatives were beginning to gather
round the premises, and being treated by
the Missionary with kindness and conside-
ration, Were beginning to cxemplify  simi-
lar spirit in return.

e all decply remvet the loss of Mr.
McNair. He was a man of & very obliging
disposition, willing to put himself to incon-
venience for the benefic of others. He was
a man of a singularly uncomplaining dispo-
sition ; no onc suffered more and said less
sbout it. He was warm-hearted and sin-
cere; his zeul and devotion in his Master’s
service were intense ; when he had scarcely

strength to drag himself out of hed he was
at his post in church and school to teach
~the poor Erromangans the way of life.

On Saturday morping, the 16th ot July,
Mr. McNuair died.  He was buried the same
afiernoon by the side of the grave where
the Gordons lie. Mr. Smith, who was for-
merly carpenter on board the Dayspring,
had begun wualing at Dillon’s Bay ;—he
made a coffin, and saw him properly in-
terred, and came over to Port Resolution
for me on the Tuesday following. On Wed-
nesday morning we started, and spent the
nighton Aniwa. On Thursday morning
Mr. Paton accompanied us, and we arrived
the same evening in Dillon’s Bay. We
found Mrs. MceNair in & very composed
frame of mind, feeling her trial heavily, but
casting her burden on the Lord, 1esting on
the promises and on, the tender sympathies
of Christ.

Mr. Paton and I built 2 mound of stones
over the grave, and plastered it with lime.
We then packed up everything for ship-
ping on board the Dayspring, and in a few
days staried for Aniwa again in the large

i boat, Mrs. McNair and her baby with us.
Mpr. Smith accompanied us to take charge
of the boat; and after 2 night upon the
water, we arrived at Aniwa in the morning.
There I left Mrs. MceNuir and her little
one, under the kind and hospitable roof of
Mr. and Mrs. Paton, She intends (D.V.)
staying among the islands till the close of
the season, going up with the vessél to
Melbourne, and thence home.

Beside the grave of the murdered Gor-
dons, by the hank of the stream that was
reddened by the blood of Harris and of
Williums, under the waving plumes of the
cocoa-nut palms, the broad Pacific gleam-
ing in the sunshine close at hand, lics await-
ing a glorious resurrcction the boly of
James McNair, as devoted a Missionary, as
prayerful a Chiistinn, as sincere & man, as
the Church has ever sent into these South-
ern seas.

I am, Rev. dear Sir,
Yours sincerely,
. Trouas NEILSON, JUNR.
Rev. P. G. McGRregoR;
Halifax, Nova-Scotia,
British North America.

Departure of Rev. K. J. Grant

Our readers arc aware that Mr. Grant,
under directions of the Board of Forcign
Missions, visited during the pastsummer ali
the congregations of the P. C. L. P. in Prince
Edward Island and New Brunswick. Somse
time for rest and preparation for Lis voyage
was allowed, which was nearly all occupied

by Mr. Grant in volunteer mission work,
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extending from Yarmouth to Antigonishe,
as owr acknowledgments in this and preee-
ding numbers clearly shew. The receipts
acknowledzed per Mr. Grant in this Record
exceed $200.

Prayer-mestings of a special character
were held in New Glasgow, Pictou and
Halifax. ‘The first was noticed in our last
number, the second was equal to itin inte-
rest; and as Prince-street congregation was
the one in which Mr. Grant reccived his
spiritual training, the collection, 860, was
a donation to himself.

The meeting in Halifax, held in Chalm-
ers’ church, Mr. Charles Robson in the
chair, was solemn and affecting.  Prayers
were offered by Rev. Messrs. Goucher, G.
Patterson, Houston aud G. Blanchard,
Esq., and the closing prayer by Rev. R.
Sedgwick ; and addresses by Rev. Messrs.
Clarke, Grant, McCurdy, and the Chair-
man. Al were appreciated highly by an
interested audience. Mr. McCurdy’s speech
is published by request as a specimen of the
speaking and of the spirit of the meeting.

Apart from the collection, the Sabbath-
school children of Chalmers’
through their Superintendent, Mr. J. C.
McIutosh, placed in Mr. Grant’s hands $30
for the benefit of young Coolies forming
his first Sbabath-school.

The regular sailing day was Friday, the
1th Nov., but the delay of the Iinglish
steamer detained the Bermuda mail packet
till Monday, 71h, at 12 o’clock, p. m., when
Mr. and Muys. Grant, with the little boy,
were borne away for Bermuda aud St. Tho-
mas. They left in good health and spirits,
and we trust a sew days will bring word of
safe arvival at St. Thomas and departure
for Trinidad. We trust that many prayers
will follow, and that the presence, power,
and grace of the Holy Spiric will be truly
our hope in proséeating this mission.

PRI
diews of the Glaweh,

Presbytery of St. John.

‘This Preshbytery me¢ in St. David’s
Church, St. John, on the 21th Oct.
‘The Moderator lnid upon the table 2 call

Church, .

from the congregation of Prince Willigm to
the Rev. 8. MeCully. Xt was accompanied
by a supplementary subscription list ruising
the aggregate sum guaranteed for Mr, Me-
Cully’s support to S600, exclusive of the
Manse—and a tetier from Rev. S, Johnson,
reporting his proceedings in modcrm‘ing the
eall. The Presbytery in view of fall the
facts unanimously resolved 1o sustain the
call, and divected the Clerk to forward it to
Mr. McCally for his consideration. It was
also on mouon unanimously agreed to re-
cord the Preshytery’s high sense of the dili-
gence of the Rev. Mr. Johnsou in the great
troutble he has taken in maturing this call.

T'he Moderator and the Rev, J. C. Bur-
gess were appointed a delegation of Pres-
bytery to visit the congregation of Glassville
and Florenceville on Wednesday the 16th
Nov.

The Preshbytery then adjourned to meet
in this place on LTuesday, the 8th Nov., at
2 o’clock, r. s, Closed with prayer.

S1. Davip’s Cuonen, !
Nov. 8, 2 o’clock, p.ar. §

The Presbytery met and was constituted.

A Report of Commission to visit the con-
gregation of St. James, under the hand of
Judge Stevens, was read and cordially ap-
proved, and the Clerk was instructed to
mceorporate the substance of the report in
the winutes, which he did as follows:—
*¢'The pastor endeavors co preach the Gos.
pel faithfully—catechises each family sepa-
rately—visits each famity at least ounce
year—visits the afflicted attentively—is re-
gular and couscientious in attending Church
courts—administers baptism in assembled
congregation, and when ncither of the pa-
rents is in communion he examines, and it’
satistied with the parents profession, he re-
fers to Session and baptizes.  He has Bible
classes in connexion with Sabbath Schools.

“The Elders do not visit families and
pray with them, but watch over the mem-
bers and report irregularities to Session—
attend meetings of Session and Presbytery
—visit the afflicted and atterd and take
pare in prayer meetings.

“The Session counsists of a “sufficient
number of Elders, but they have no'dis-
tricts—they carefully exclude scandalous
persons, or persons under discipline, from
ordinances—have ‘no regular meetings for
praver—cxercise care over the baptized
youth- -have the Sabbath Schools cfficiently
conducted—have comiribured to all the
schemes—report hopefully of the state of
religion, and that the busingss is managed
by Trustees.

“ T'he Lrustees promise o. salavy of $400
and pay it regularly since the presens ar-
rangement was made. Thereis a halance
duc on a previous arrangement to pay
$500, which is being gradunlly liquidated
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The people pay with reasonable liberality,
and the salary is raised by pew rents. The
financial year terminates on the 31st Dec.
"T'he delegation considering these statements
very satisfactory, addressed the congre-
gation accordingly.”

A letter from Mr. McCully was read in-
timating his acceptance of the call of the
Prince Williawn congregation.  Trinls were
then prescribed for Mr. McCully as fol-
lows:—For Popular Sermon, Gal.iv. 6;
Lecture, Gal. iv., 21-31.

Question :—What is the distinction be-
tween the Priesthood of Aaron and that of
Melchizedee as typical of Christ 2

Hebrew Reading—the 1st and 2d Psalms.

Greek—New Testament.

Church History—the 15th and 16th: Cen-
turies.

Theology—the person and work of the
Spirit.

The Presbytery agreed to meet at Poqui-
ok on Tuesday evening, the 20th Dec., to
receive these trials, and, in the expectation
that they will be satisfactory, to meet at the
same place on Wednesday the 21st Dee.,
at 11 A.>1., for the ordination—the Mode-
rator to preach and preside—Mr. McKay tot
narrate the steps—Mr Bennet to address
the‘minister, and Mr. Buargess the congre-
gation.

Mr. Bargess was appointed to preach at
Prince William on Sabbath the 20th Nov.,
and serve the usual Edict, Mr. McCully to
supply Mr. Burgess’ pulpit on that day.

he Clerk read a report of committec
appointed to examine Students in Divinity,
stating thas they had before them Mr.
W. McKenzie, whom they examined in the
subjects of last year’s course; and being
satisfied with his attainments had furnished
him with certificate as a regular student of
the third year.

The Moderator reported an abstract of
receipts and expenditures in the Preshytery
Fund, showing a balance in hand of $9.66.

The Presbytery, on motion, resolved to
defer decision upon the application of the
Rev. John Home, till the meeting appointed
at Poguiok on the 20th Dec., and instructed
the Clerk to give notice through the Advo-
~até and the Record, that this case will then
be taken up and decided.

The Moderator reported that the Board
of Home Missions had allotted to this Pres-
bytery for the winter, Rev. Wm. Stuart
and Mr. David Smith; and also Mr. John
Allan, on his arrival from Newfoundland.
Mr. Stuart was ordered to Fredericton and
Mr. Smith 1o Woodstock and Richmond
until further orders.

A communication from Mr. D. S. Blair
was read, asking on YBehalf of the congrega-
tion of Fredericton moderation in a call.—
They will guarantee as stipend $40J ; and
the Presbytery, in view of the appropriation

of 8200 made by Synod, resolved to grant
the application, and instruct Mr. Stuart-to
announce on Sabbath next that on Friday
evening, the 25th Nov., at 7 o’clock, p. 1.,
the Rev. S Houston will preach in Freder-
icton and moderate in a call.

On motion, resolved that at next mect-
ing of Presbytery enquiry shall be made as
to how far each congregation has discharged
its obligations to its minister for the closing
year; and also how much each congrega-
tion has contributed to the Missionary
Schemes of the Church since the last re-
turas.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
at Poquiok on Tuaesday, Dee. 20th, at 7
o’clock, . 3., and the meeting closed with

prayer.
N. McXay, Clerk.

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in James
Chureh, New Glasgow, on the 23rd inst.

Commissioners appeared from the con-
gregation of James Church, New Glasgov,
asking for a moderation in a call to one to
be their pastor.  The petition was granted
and Mr. McLeod was appointed to moderate
in said call on Tuesday 15th Nov.

The Committee of Presbytery having
charge of the preaching station at West-
ville, reported that our adherents in that
quarter had sometime ago made overtures
to the adherents of the Church of Scotland
in that locality with a view to union, and
ag{:ain more decidedly since the last meeting
of Presbytery—that a joint meeting of the
two Building Committees had been held for
conference on the subject, after which the
matter had been submitted to a meeting of
the congregation in connoxion with the
Church of Scotland, and a communication,
of which the following is a copy, had been
received conveying the result of their deli.
berations.

WrsrTvILLE, N. S,, }
Oct. 11th, 1870.
Mr. W. WcC. UrQuuart, Sec’y. Building

Corzittee U. P. Church, Westville.

Dear Sir,~—TUnderstanding that your
Building Committee are desirous of ascer-
taining whether any arrangements can be
effected with the Kirk congregation, relative
to a union on & mutual basis, I beg leave to
request you to inform them, that at a meet-
ing held by the latter body this evening, the
following resolution was adopted : .

“ That as the withdrawal of this portien
of the congregation would result in dissolv-
ing that at the Albion Mines, therefore no
terms can be agreed upon with the branch
of the United Presbyterian Charch here,

1 remain, dear sir, yours truly,
R. McDovueaLp, Sec’y.”
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The report was received and the business
was remittéd to the same committee with
instructions to continue to watch over the
interests of our canse there.

The McKenzie bursaries were continued
to Messrs. Ross and Polleck during the
present year.

The Presbytery is appointed to meet
again in New Glasgow on the 15th Nov,

Presbytery of P. BE. Island.

The above Presbytery metat Zion Church,
Charlottetown, on the 2rd of November.
Sederunt, Rev. Alex. Camphell, Moderator,
pro tem.; the Rev. Stephen G. Lawson and
John G. Cameron, ministers, and D. Laird,
Esq., and Captain McMillan, clders.

The special business of the Court was to
reccive the ordination trials of Mr. Samuel
Gunn, Probationer. Said trials were re-
ceived and sustained.

It was agreed to ordain Mr. Gunn to the
pastoral charge of the West River and
Brookfield congregations, on the 16th inst.,
at 11 o’clock, in the Brookfield section of
the congregation, Rev. John G. Cameron
to read the edict on Sabbath first; preach
at Brookfield at 11 o’clock, and at West
River at 3} o'clock, Mr. Gunn supplying
his congregation on said day.

Agreed to appoint Rev. Robert Cumming
to preach the Ordination sermon; Rev.
Isaac Murray to nddress the congregation,
and Rev. Robert Laird, the minister.

Other matters being attended to, the
Presbytery adjourned, to meet at Brook-
field, on the, 16th day of November, for the
ordination of Mr. Gunn.

Joux G. CaMerox, Clek. pro tem.

Dalhousie College.

The public commencement of the Eighth
Sesson of Dalhousie College took place on
the 1st November. Principal Ross presided.
After prayer, the Principal briefly stated
the claims of the College on the community
at large and especially on the citizens of
Halifux. There is much need of funds to
enlargo the Library and increase the accom-
modation for the classes.—The Inaugural
Address was delivered by Prefessor Mac-
Donald, and was devoted to the task of
showing that one Non-Scctarian College
wounld be safficient for the whole Province.
“ One well-eqnipped College for Arts, with
Medicine and_ Law if you please, is suffi-
cient for the Province; and more than one
is more thau it can support. Let the Sec-
tarian Colleges become Theological Semi-
naries.”—Addresses were delivered by Rev.
R. Sedgewick, the Chief Justice, and other
gentlemen, The number of* students this

year is fully larger-than hithiérto.

Theological Hall. !

The Session 1870-71 was inaugurated on
the evening of Tuesday the 1st November,
in the College Hall, Gerrish Street. Rev.
Dr. King, after religious scrvices, treated of
Scottish Charch history during the carlier
half of the 18th century. We are glad to
state that the number of students is larger
than last year, and that there is every
prospect of a prosperous Session.

Opening of the New Church of
Brookfield.

Thenew Presbyterian Church of Brook-
field was opened for public worship on
Sabbath, Oct. 15th. The pastor of the
congregation, Rev. J. D. MacGillivray,
preached an excellent and suitable discourse
from the words, “ House of the Lord.
Ps. exxii. 1. The Rev. James Maclean, of
Shubenacadie, preached in the afternoon
from Ps. xcvi. 8, “Briog an offering and
come unto his Courts.” The roads were
oxceedingly bad, and the weather unfavor-
able, yet the congregation was large, and
throughout the services, very atteative.

On the following Monday the congrega-
tion came out in large numbers and pur-
chased all the pews. ¥t seems that there
were scarcely pews enough to supply the
demand of the congregation. If the con-
gregation will prosper during the next ten
years as it has during the past ten the new
church must be enlarged.

The church, the cost of which is about
$2,700 is neat, beautiful and substantially
built, and reflects credit on the liberality of
the congregation, the faithfulness of the
commissioners, and the honesty of the con-
tractor. The sale of the pews more than
realized the cost of the building.

The congregation of Brookficld is in a
prosperous condition. ‘Their Minister’s
salary is punctually paid. By ihe sale of
their pews their church is ont of debt. The
spirit of harmony and co-operation hasg
descended upon them and we earnestly pray
that in their comfortable house of worship
they may frequently experience pentecostal
showers.

s

Religions  Fnteligence,

Migsions in Africa.

The United Presbyterians of Americaare
now salone in Egypt, with the exception of
Miss Whately, a large school in Cairo, and
the Kniserwerth Deaconess:s in Alexandria.
The United Preshyterians have 10 mission-
aries, male and f2male, who labor mainly
smong the 150,000 Copts. Their most iri-

PN US———— : 7. I A
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toresting station is Siut, or Osiut,in Upper
Egypt, where there is a promising state of
inquxr{ and many intelligent converts.
They have 200 communicants, 14 schools,
600 scholars, and 22 theological students.
‘The German Pilgrim Mission has been
transferred to the United Presbyterians. It
was planned to plant 12 missions along the
Nile, named after the 12 Apostles. .

‘The English Church Missionary Society
had labourers in Abyssinia, under the charge
of Bishop Gobat, from 1829 to 1838 ; when
they were expelled, through Roman Catho-
lic influence with the king. The Pilgrim
Mission, which was started in 1854, was
broken up by King Theodore; and the
Swedish missionaries have been driven
away within & tew months. We arc not
aware that any Protestant missionaries ave
now at work in this country, although the
Pilgrim stations of Khartum and Matamma
are near the northern border, Dr. Krapf,
superintendent of the Pilgrin Mission, has
oftered to transfer its Abyssinian stations to
the United Presbyterians, and we trust they
will feel able to assume them. The Catho-
lics entered Abyssinia in the 16th century,
and soon gained such power that from 1626;
to 1632 theirs was the State religion. Their
power was greatly political, and a change
of dynasty destroyed it. Now they claim
8000 adherents and 14 native priests under
5 French missionaries.

From Abyssinia we pass down the coast
over 2000 miles, leaving Madagascar on the
left, to South Africa, before we meet any
further missions of consequence. The
Portugucse have a Catholic population of
some 20,000 in Mozambigue, and the Ox-
ford and the Church Missionary Societies
of ‘Englard have feeble stations, of which
we hear next to nothing.

Madagascar is an island about 10 0 miles
long, and averaging over 200 in width. It
is & little larger than France, and a little
smaller than the territory comprised by the
New England States, New York and Ohio,
and has a population of ncarly 5,000,000.
Since the conversion of the queen, the pro-
vince of Imerina, in which the capual,
Antananaaivo, is situated, has in a mass
accepted Christianity, and missions are
rapidly extending, especially in the Betsileo
territory, to the south. Last year ths ad-
herents increased from 36,000 to 185,000,
An active missionary spiri¢ seems to ani-
mate the people. Still nine-tenths of the
island are heathen, and have never been
visited by the missionaries. The Church
Misgonary Society is labounng on the coast,
and the Quakers in the interior, in cordial
co-operation with the London Society. The
Norwegian Missionary Socisty has yecently
sent Bishop Schrender, with seven mission-
pries, who have been agsigued places of
labour in harmony with the previous

labourers, The English Propagation So-
ciety has a small mission at Tamatave, on
the castern coast, and its cfforts to secure a

_bishop and its vitualism have gained the

hearty ill-will of the other missionaries. It
is to be hoped that erc long Madagasear will
be an active centre for missions to the
neighbouring coast of Afrien. The Roman
Catholics have a few missionaries in the
island, but have hitherto had but slight
suceess.

Turning to the ms s of South Afriea, we
arc embarassed by the richness of detail, so
far as the number of societies labouring in
this field and the multitude of their stations
is concerned. A number of circumstances
have combined to concentrate religious
labour in the teyritory. It is mainly south
of the line of the tropics, blessed with a
fertile territory, has long been under the
control of cither the Dutch or the English
Government, and has attracted an irnmense
number of settlers from Europe, so that a
Christian colony has ever been absorbing
meore and more of the Enropean population,
or of the sway of the Colonial Government.
The whole territory for a thousand miles
north of the Cape of Good Hope is either
Protestant, or is everywhere dotted with the
missions of about twenty Protestant socie-
ties. The advance is very marked since
Dr. Livingstone started on his first journey.
Places and tribes which he visited as an ex-
plorer are now familiar names in missionary
periodicals. The number of converis we
cannot give. The London Society reported
over a year ago 5866 Church members, 81,-
197 adherents,an@ 2800 scholars—all among
the natives. The Wesleysns veported 11,
500 in full membership, and 2400 proba-
tioners. The American Board of Foreign
Missions is the only society in the United
States that has occupied this field, and its
mission to the Zulus ncar the coastis a
successful one, with 500 members.

United Presbyterian Church (of
America )

From the Eleventh Annual Report of
the Board of Foreign Missions of this
Church, we gather the following intevest-
ing information :—

The whole number of missions ander
care of our Charch, and regularly receiv-
ing contributions from it, is 5; viz.: India,
Syris, Egypt, China, and Itgly; stations,
20; namely, in India, 3; Syria, 6 ; Egypt,
10; China, 1. Missionaries and assistants
in active sevvice, males, 15; temales, 14;
natives, 61 ; total, 90. Churches, 12, with
281 communicants ; namely, in Syrig, 41 ;
in Indis, 60; in Egypt, 180. Schools, 19,
with 1648 scholars; namely, in Syria, 274 ;
in Indis, 741 ; in Egypt, 633. Contribu
tions, $606; namely, India, $10; Egypt,
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8566. Received for tuition fees, $596.
Estimated value of mission property, 395,
250 ; namely, in Syria, $9000; in India,
$10,700; in Egypt, $75,550. The wholo
number of pages printed in Egypt was
220,000, The whole amount of money
received into the treasury for foreign wmis-
sion purposes during the year was $53,865
.14. Total expenaditure was $53,141.23;
leaving a balance on hund, $723.91 for ent-
ering upon the good work another year.

After much consideration the United
Board of ¥oreign Missions have designa-
ted the Rev. J. . McKee and wife to
India, and have desired them to be ready
to leave during this month. They will
take the overland route, going through
Egypt, and Miss Campbell will accompany
them thus far to her tield.

Large Presbyterian Churches.

"The Evangelist gathers from the Minuates
of the United General Assembly, some sta-
tistics in relation to the largest Presbyte-
rlan churches, Sabbath-schools, ete., in the
country. The church of Rev. T. C. Cuy-
ler, of Brooklyn, the great temperance
preacher, takes the lead with 1,375 mem-
bers. There ave only four churches with
over one thousand. Mr. Cuyler’s, Layfay-
ctte avenue ; the Brick, Rochester (1,253) ;
Madison Square, New York (1,237) ; and
the First Kensington, Philadelphia (1,187.)
‘I'he St. Louis Second reports the largest
Sabbath-school membership—1,650 ; Beth-
auy, Philadelphia, 1,609 ; First Chicago,
1,452. The New York First is the largest
contr"hutor to Home and Foreign Missions,
givi) |, to the former $53,610, and to the
latter $33,508.

Progress of Christian Work.

We extract some interesting items from
the last number of Evangelical Christen-
dom ;e

8PAIN.

All through Spain the work of evangeli-
zation is going forward wonderfully. In
Valladolid the congregation have presented
# memorial to the authorities, representing
their claims, and begging for the cession to
them of a temple wherein to celebrats their
worship. It bore 869 signatures. The
present place of meeting we ounly possess
till the middle of September, and large as
it is, the congregation is so great that Ped-
ro Castro has been compelled the last eve-
nings to comumence half an hour before the
time of service. His health -is very fechle
yet his labours are incessant. :

On a recent oceasion, the Thuarsday eve-
ning service tonnd him almost unable to
igeak, and exhausted with nightly work.

o threw himself helplessly on the Lord,
and experienced the truth that “ God’s

strength is made perfeet in weakness.” His
address on ¢ Como unto me, all ye that
labour and are are heavy laden,” led & hun-
dred additional persons to come forward at
tho close of the service, desirous to cnter
their names on the books of the congrega-
tion, whilst on the Friday evening sixty or
seveaty more gave in their adliesion, who
had not been able to approach the table on
the previous evening on account'of the
crowd.

On the 17th July, the Madrid Commit-
tee opened the new chapel in the Plaza del
Limon, which already unites a large con-
gregation.

On the 7th inst. & Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association was formed, with Carrasco
as President. At a succeeding meeting
26 young men were enrolled as members,
thus constituting the society, which has
alveady entered upon ite special activity.

CENTRAL ASIA.

Mr. Pagell, of the Moravian Mission,
writes from FPoo: **When our mission
field seems barren there fail not events to
inspire courage and trust. A young man
came to us this month and stated his deter-
mination to become a Christian. His name
is Dschamjang Zering, born ia Poo, and
27 years of age, servant to a landed propri-
etor. Besides the clothes that he wore and
a knife in his belt, ho had nothing, not even
a wooden covering for the night. It is
scarcely to be credited how little the lower
classes are caved for here. The young man
had once been present at the preaching,
and from his feolings it is clear that the
Lord had given hir the desire to hear and
seck after the truth. 'We gave him shelter
with us, and hope .o provide him with field
work; he will remain with us for instruc-
tion, Some twelve to fifteen adults attend
our Sunday-school latterly, and fourtcen
children ; & lama also assisting me with
them. I give instructions besides once a-
week to elder chiliren of a convert; they
answer me well, considering the intellect
of these poor people is less than we in Eu-
rope ean conceive.’” !

Brazil.

Rev. Mr. Blackford writes, ““ Two men
were received to the church at Rio de
Janeiro, on profession of faith on the first
Sabbath of this month, Our services ave
well attended, and there are always some
inquirers ; but of late there have been a
good many hindrances among members of
the church.” Mr. Schneider writes that a
lot has been at:last purchased for.a church.
‘The laté Paraguayan war had greatly in-
creased the prices of nearly cverything, so
that a larger sum than was collected for
the chapel by Rev. Mr. Chamberlain wonld
be needed. . : :
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NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDG- HOME MISSONS.
MENTS, &o. ' Miss Jane Moir, Poplar Grove Church,
: half proceeds of her Bazaar.........
We have received papers connected with the Rev. Mr. Millen's Cong., per Rev S.
Aged and Infirm  Ministers Fund, also Report | _ Homston....ovoooiiiiiin i 15 45
of Directors of the Fund for Widows anl | Baddeck Cong.—Both Sections. ..... 16 00

Orphans of Ministers, but they came to hand
too late for insertion in the present No.

Mr. Iugh Robertson’s letter, though in
time, has been superseded by news from the
New Hebrides.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums during the month :~-
FOREIGN - MISSIONS.
Miss Jane Moir, Poplar Grove Church,
half proceeds of her Bazaar......... 84 50
Per Rev. K. J. Grant:
Miss McDonald, teacher, Lewer

Barney’s River..... PPN ..S1 00
Col. at Scotch Hill. ....... ... 273
“ Antigonish............ 25 43
* Lyon’s Brook.......... 916

“  Green Hill... .........
¢ New Glasgow..........

¢ Scotsburn ............ 10 59

t Tatamagpuche ........ 16 00

Mrs. H. B. McKay. River John 2 50,

Union Meeting, Durham...... 17 00

Duncan Cameron....... .. 100

Springside. .... 19 14

Rev. A. . Garv 100

HalifaX. .. ovviieeiieiiiannne. 37 22
223 77

Rev. Mr. Millen’s cong., per Rev. S.
Houston ....... teesecscacseansies 20 60
Buctouche, per do..oco o vevernn.... 6 00

2nd Cong. Maitland aad Noel.. .$24 31
Lower Selmah Missionary Socy. 15 18
Rockville Missionary Society.... 12 00

51 49
Jeremiah Murphy, Tatamagouche..... .2 30
Baddeck Cong.—both Sections. ..... .. 18 00
Ladies Society. Churchville, E.R...... 10 00

Middle Stewiacke Section of Mr. McGil-
vray's Cong., fur Tombstone to late
Rev. S. Johnson of Tana.. ......... 62 00
* DAYSPRING.”
Sheet Harbor Cong., per Rev. A. B. Dickie:
Mary B. Arclibald’s Bos.. ..S5 75

Maggie Hall’'s Box........... 1 50
Col. by Mary J. McPhee...... 275
¢ Phebe Hall... ....... 137
¢ Albert Hall.,......... 114
¢ JanetHall............ 2 32
# MariaKing......c.... 5 90
¢ Willie Hall,.......... 426
¢ LauraBalcam......... 400
¢ Mary J. Rosseeveinen. 119
‘¢ John McKiel L1359

¢ Emma McLeod........ 144
¢ Jane Robinson, Quoddy 3 19
¢ Alice Atkiny, ¢ 280
*¢ Emily Moser,MoserRiv. 2 05
¢ Melissa Newecomb, Tay-
lox Head........... 3 17
“ M Jnckson, Spry Bay. 2 88
*  R. Gasten, Tangler ... 1 67
£ Nettie Hay, Pope's Har. 3 58
““Half cents........... eeneans 5
—~ =352 §0

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.
Maitland Juvenile Missionary Socy.... 20 8%

Bible Class scholar, Sheet Harbor..... 0 50

James Medlister, lisq., Moncton. ..... 5 00

Col. in Primitive Church, N.G........ . 5800

¢ Arrears to the Lord from a Business
Man™. . iiiiiiiie ciieiia v....200 00

EDUCATION.

Clyde River. .89 0

Upper Clyde . 200

Cape Island........... .. 335

Barrington........... PR 3 00

Carlton Village......... ....... 2 65 20 00
Rev. Mr., Millen’s Cong., per Rev S.
Houston. v.vivuiiiierneanieanaenn,

ACADIA MISSION.

John McDougald, Blue Mountain. .. 4 00
Calvin Church, St. Jobn............. 10 @0
Primitive Church, New Glasgow. .... 8 Q0
MR. CHINIQUY'S MISSION.

Miss Mary Brenton, Middle Stewiacke. 7 50
Anonymous from Baddeck........... 400
George Logan, Elmsdale.......... vee 300
George Taylor, Halifax, collected..... 8 87
A friend, Shubenacadie.............. 200
Mrs. E. Tupper, Halifax............. 509
Otter Brook Ladies Sewing Circle,

(Rev. Dr. Smith's)eeocoveiaiaeninns

PAYMENTS FOR H. & F. RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:— :

Rev. G. M. Clark, Boston...... .80 75
Mr. John Scotr, Charlottetown. . 212
Mr. E. Fulton, Stewiacke...... 0 60
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The Subbaih School,

“The Model Teacher.”
(Joux 1v. 6.)

In the Scripture narrative to_which this
text introduces us, we find the Son of God
fulfilling the office of a teacher. Fine Ex-
emplar is he for us toimitate. Let us trace
out the incidents of the story to the end, so
as to ascertain, if possible, the sceret of his
success. For, strange asit scems, to think of
it, his entire class was converted that day.
We find here illustrated three character-
istics : zeal, tact and spirituality.

1. Observe our Lord’s zcal. 1. He went
to a most unwelcome neighborhood. The
Samaritans were a proud, superstitious set
of people ; they called themselves orthodox,
and then did as they pleased. Yet, when
the whole world was open for his effort, our
Lord “must needs go through Samaria.”
9. He was satisfied to teach only onescholar.
A woman came to him and that wag all his
class. He spoke just as kindly, and'talked
o her just as eloquently, as he did to ten
thousand afterward. You know she had a
soul ; and when there was a soul to toil for,
for that soul Jesans ahways ‘toiled. 3. He
labored\ (with o disagrecable pupil. This
Foman Wikga great sinner ; she was notori-

- S X %
1"“ﬁﬂ;ﬂiously profligate (ver. 17), pert (ver. 19),

argumentative (ver. 12), a lar (ver 18).
The disciples wondered that he spoke to
her (ver. 27) ; she even wondered herself
(ver. 9). She was conceited and brazen;
yet it is wonderfal to note the forbearance
with which Jesus treats her all the time. 4.
He was wearied with work, when he began.
He sat thus to teach, . ¢, all worn out, just
as he was, on the long, hard journey ; hun-
ary, thirsty, tired, over-heated, and alone.
Yet he talks on as cheerfully as ever. Well
then, when you are wearied of hard neigh-
borhoods ; when you put yourself out to go
far through the rain or the sun, aod find
your class thinned down to two or three;
when you are thoroughly discouraged over
some vicious pupil who annoys you almost
beyond patience; when you are fatigued
with care or jaded with unrewarded labor;
—then just remember the MASTER, therein
that despised spot, with his one scholar, and
she a hateful, bad woman,—carnestly try-
ing to do her tﬁoﬂ, and forgetting the hun-
ger-and heat that oppressed him. )

II. Observe the Saviour's tact, There is
no successfal teaching withont tact. The
tact of Jesus was shown in this instance in
two particulars. 1. He was ingenious in
catching an illustration to interest ker mind
(ver. 7). He took her waterpot for his
text. How characteristic this aptnessalways
was of Jesus {see:Matt. iv. 19 ; Johnvi. 85).

“little ones (Matt. xviii. 10); He ol

The true way to teach'is just this—try to
link what one does not know with what he
knows. 2. He was guick in turning the
illustration so as to impress her conscience
(ver. 14). Jesus know lhe gained nothing
until he made this woman feel that she was
asioner ‘The human intellect is dull, and
the heart is hard. The mind must be ar-
rested, and then the conscience must be
aroused. The difficulty you experience
perhaps covers both these points.  You can
neither catch similitudes, nor use them. Onc
thing is very certain, the heart has more to
do with teaching the gospel than most peo-
plc are aware of. God lhiclps the iugenuizy
of those who desire to do good. McCheyne,
standing before a forge fire, said kindly to
the workmen, ¢ Who can dwell with ever-
lasting burnings?”’ Payson, when his seat-
matein the coachexpressed gladness that the
journey was so nearits end, put the inquiry,
“ Arc you prepared for the end of the long
journey 2’

IIL. Cbscrve the Saviour’s Spirituality.
He made that interview entirely religious.
1. He cavefully avoided all discussion of ir-
relevant matters. Like all other sinners, she
wanted to talk about somcthing clse ; she
proposed sectarian questions (ver. 9). Bat
our Lord pays not cven the compliment of
a notice to her polemic hint; he ugks ounly
of the “gift of God” {ver. 10). She sug- ’
%restcd ritualistic points (ver. 20}, she was
erociously firm about non-essentials. Our
Lord baffles her again by the quietest of all
evagions ; he will not argue any subtle dis-
tinctions concerning forms of worship.
Calmly he throws himself back upon
principles underlying all such distinctions,
and urges the trae spirit (ver. 24). She
ventared on speculative inquiries (ver. 25) ;
how she must have been startled by her
Teacher’s reply (ver26)! 2. He pressed
home the one lesson persistently, which he
wanted her to learn. She found herself
thwarted in every endeavor to ward off the
rebuke she deserved. One all-embracing
purpose was in the Saviour’s mind during
the whole conversation—to make her dis-
cover ler sin, feel its guilt, and come
penitently for pardon. He told herthe exact
statc of the case. She was a dreadfully
wicked woman. It was needful she should
sco that clearly. No delicacy, no fear of
offence, kept back the truth on his Jips. She
was to repent of ker sins. It is false in
fact, and recreant in spirit, to call cither
men, women, or children, “innacent;” they
cannot be redeemed if they are. When
Jesus says, “ The Son of Man is come to
save that which islost,”” he is talkin;; of the

'd her of

the demands of God’s law. No doubt, that

-thoughtléss Imperious creature was very

difficult to manage; but there was no kind-
ness incovering ap hersinfalness, She was
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ignorant; then she must learn. She was
fractious ; then she must submit. She was
exposed to the wrath of an offended God;
and she mast be warned. He told ker of the
Redeemer’s help. Our Saviour told this
woman how to come to himself, and be
saved by faith. When your class gets the
hetter of you, and in spite of all your efforts
draws you away into worldly disputes, think
of the MasTER, with his one Fupil; and
never forget how indefatigably he kept her
to the one point, just by talking to ler con-
cerning her own soul’s salvation. Remem-
ber, always, it is not what we say about the
truth that converts a soul, but the truth.
No teacher is making any realadvance, un-

less he brings the great triangle of doctrine’

in personal contact with the life and con-
science of each person. Rowland Hill was
wont to say there must be “ the three R’s”
in every sermon—Ruin, Righteousness, and
Renewal. Suffer me, in closing, to mention
a few reflections which you may dwell upon
at your will. 1. How noble an office is that
which Christ here accepted ! No one could
lead a soul to God but Christ, and those
who are like him. God makes none but his
children teachers of children, 2. No one is
beyond the reach of truc Christian  zeal.
‘Was there ever a more unpromising scholar
than that one Jesus had there by the well
of Jacob? 3. The real object of teaching
is the conversion of souls; the class is a
failurc unless the conscience is reached, the
will is broken, and the heart bowed in peni-
tence at the foot of the cross. 4. How few
Christians are just Christ-like! O that
great brave Life that spent its energies in
doing "good! And we are troubled under
the slightest inconvenicnce. 5. How help-
fulis the encouragement to be dvawn from
such an instance as ** is! Our Saviour used
no peculiar instrument in conversion ; only
the same truth he has put into our hands
freely, It it saved that woman, who is
there it cannot save? 6. The ministry of
reconciliation needs this zeal and tact and
spirituality of the MasTer. Ministers are
only Sunday-school teachers with larger
classes. Said che sainted Brainerd, “O
that I were o flaming fire in the service of
my God Y’—The Hive.

Studying the Liesson.

The editor of the Sunday School Work-
man, himself a practical Sunday-school
teacher, as well as a teacher of teachers,
calls attention to some very imPormnt
points in preparation for the teacher’s work
in the school. He says the great object
sought in the study of a Scripture lesson
by a teacher, is to become acquainted
with the truths to be drawn from it. It is
not sufficicnt to be able to hear the class
vecite it. That can be done as a purely

mechanical matter, and with comparatively
little interest in the subject of the lesson.

The asking of printed questions does not
of itself invoive a very thorough acquaint-
ance with the lesson ; nor does the reading
to the class of extracts from commentaries.

In studying a lesson, the teacher should
seck notonly to impress its truths on his
own mind, but so to saturate his mind with
them as to be able to impart them to his
scholars. At every thought, and with every

encw idea he gains concerning the lesson,
he should ask himself huw he can best put
his gains before the children, so as to im-
part to each member of the class the great-
est possible amount of knowledge.

One of the first things a teacher should
do with his lessoa is, carefully to read it
over, not only with & view to the accurate
reading of cach passage in it, but to grasp
the leading truth or truths it contains.
There is at least one leading idea in every
lesson, long or short. There are generally
other secondary ideas which cluster around
this leading one, and which equally need
study and elucidation.

If the teacher will, at the very outset—
seeking, of course, the guidance of the Spi-
rit of God—make up his own mind as to
the leading thought of the lesson, and how
to put it before his pupils, he is incompa-
rably better fitted for his work in the class
than if he first rushes for a commentary,
and accepts the views of the commentator
on the subject. Commentaries are valu-
able helps, and not to be despised. They
are often excellent things to fill up the
frame-work of our lesson. But the frame-
work should be of the teacher’s own
building, where it is possible. If our own
conclusion as to the leading ideas and teach-
ings of the lesson is even entirely wrong,
let us nevertheless come to some conclusion,
and we will trast to the commentary or
some other help to set us right.

Having, then, made up our mind what
we learn from the passage, and what we
are going to teach from it (or what we may
call the “wux” of the lesson), we need
some acquaintance with the incidentals of

it.

If the lesson is a purely doctrinal one,
our study of the date of its writing, the
person who wrote or declared it, and of
other circumstances connected with it,
hardly demand so great a share of our at-
tention as in a historical lesson. Yet, even
if we are studying a doctrinal passage, the
circamstances under which the doctrine
was declared, and the reception it met, may
profitably be studicd.

For instance, look at that beautiful sum.
mary of Gospel te&ching in the ninth and
tenth verses of Paunl’s first Epistle to the
Thessalonians. If westudy, in connection

with it, the circamstances under which the
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Apostle visited Thessalonica and’ other
points in Macedonie, as set forth in the 17¢th
chaprer of Aets, we shall understand it bet-
ter.  And we shall enjoy' all the more his
recounting of his experienco and theirs, as
he speaks of “ his manner of entering in,”
and their * turning from idois to serve the
living and true God.”

But with those Jessons which are largely
historical, we fuil to convey a great deal
thatis valeable, if we neglect date, place’
hero, or the facts narrated. It is often the
case tha both teacher and scholar are igno-
rant as to the respective chronology of
Noah and Belshazzar. If our scholars
generally are asked whether Solomon built
his temple before or after the days of Ahab,
some of them might be sorely puzzled, aund
itis questionable if they know the precise
year in which cither of those monarchs
ascended their respective thrones. We need,
then, to study and to teach “ wnuex” the
events of our lesson took place.

And “wyere” isalso of some conse-
quence. A book on Palestine, recéntly
published, informs us that Nouh built his
ark at Joppa. ‘The authority it omits to
give. Iuis truc that we may go to heaven
withont a complete knowledge of Biblegzeo-
graphy ; bue if prophets considered it im-
portant to mention that' Jesus should be
born at Bethichem, that he should live at
Nazireth, that be should exercise his first
ministry in the benighted regions of Gali-
lee, it is’ worth our while to know some-
thing-aliout where such events did actually
take place.

The individuals mentioned in the lesson
may well deinand a share of our attention.
*We do not need to give our scholars the
full biography of cach one, at every lesson ;
but, if we are sufficiently acyuainted with
them to give the chikiren at least » passing
ingroduction, we derive both information
‘and’ interest.  ““ Wno,” then, is 2 matter
of- some importance.

- I taking oursclves acquainted with
““4viat’” was done, the facts of the lesson
array themselves before our minds. We
should push. our rescarches in this direc-
“tigh, novorly to theextent reached by some
of the empty question hooks, whose staple
is, “ What did he then do?” and * Where
“didhe go neat?” The thing we need to
study is, what the doing, and the going
‘abd the sayiug accomplished.
. And with all these accessaries and inci-
denialg,; with prayerful study and with st-
dious prayer, with diligent searching of
the Word of ‘Gad, and caretul comparison
of Scripture with' Seripture, we come again
. : by way of application, tothe * wiy”—the
Jeading thought, the central idea, the gold-
. <en’coro, of jnspruciion. And we bring all
“that we have learned, and. all that we have
taught, to bear on the real scriptaral appli-

.

L

cation ofithe truth so as to reach the schivl:
ars’ hearts. . s

From such’a study of alesson, no teach-
erneed rise with a feeling of weariness.
From the teaching of a lesson thus studied,
ro teacher need go home with o heavy
weight of discouragement.

Don't Give Up.

“I am thinking serionsly of resigning
my class into some other hands,” said Miss
Arnold to her pastor. 1 shadder at the
respousibility of teaching thoese girls,
bave had them now a whole year and [ sce
no fruits at all.”

‘Uhe pastor thonght of the years that he
bad spentin the field, praying, preaching,
visiting, entreating, yet seeing oo often very
little fruit.  But he held another idea of
responsibility from that of the young girl
who sat in his study discouraged.

*Is it not that you do not love the.
work 7’ he said. )

** By no means; I do love it dearly, I re-
joice to be with the children and tell them
of Jesus, and his love. But it w1 inakes no
impression.  They hear, as if they «lid not
hear. 1 fecl us if I were taking. up the
place of sotue one else.  Sarely some oe
could be found who would Jead them to
Jesus.” . L.

« My friend,” said the pastor, X hink
vour trouble lies here ; you forget that God
alone can give the increasc.. It is not in
you, it is not in me, nor thanks he to God!
in any one, to convert a soul. He does it
all. 'Wecan but sow the seed. Do this
with prayer and pains, and he will give the
harvest in his own tiine.”

Miss Arnold resolved 1o try alittielonaer.
Not so heavily weighs the responsibility
that is borne, not by weak human strensih
alone, but hy the help of One wiie is diviue,
Years passed, and she saw the fruit her
hands had planted.—S. S. L¥mes. .

Feed My Lambs.

When our Lord Jesus Chyist stood by the
quict shores ot the Sea of Galilee, and said
to Peter, “Feed my lambs,” he spoke a
voice that was heard immediately by only
that little company of fiiends, lar he
uttered a princifle, which, thongl anknown
to the philosophers of the world, and which
if known by’ the Pharisces mid Sadducees
would have been utterly scorned, by them,

_yet a principle, which wis Yo be'a power in

the world to pheave its founhdations, and
shake it fe its centre.  For the growth of
the church of Jesus Christ, from that time
to this, has been principally through ‘the
training of the childven of the church. And
at this period‘of the’ Ghristian era we arc
bezinnipg,more_than st any otler period
to appreciite thiis most imposing und im-
portant fact.—Howard Crosby, D.D. .




