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LETTER IV.

ON THE AUTHORTIY OF TRADITION.

*'HE reformed religion would never have thought;
merecting as a princtple that the scripture aloney
ecides every essential pomt, if it had rccollccted“

this decisive and unanswerable example, and if 3t
had not lost sight of the ancicnt maxim, to winch

St. Avugustine so often recurs : that we must con- ||
suder as an institution of the apostles whatever we |

Churches without being able to discover its originy

und to be generally believed and observed in the

and commencement.
And if it bad had before its eyes this doctrine of

ikie firs. pges, st dowa by Vipcent of Lerins, iny

these terms . ** We must be particalarly careful to
bold fast that doctrine, which has been believed in

all places, at all times andby all. Forasthe word |

tcatholic) itself plainly denoies, there is notlnng
iruly and properly cathotic, but that which compre-
nends all in general.  Now it will be so, if we fol-
.ow universality, antiquity, and unanimous consent.
We shall follow universality, if we believe that doc-
trinc alone to be true, which the Church cvery
where adimts, \We shall follow antiguity, if we
Jepartnot from the opinigns which our ancestors
and fathers openly maintained. We sholl follow
unanimous corsent, if we adbere to the seatiments
.f alt, or of almost all, our pastors and teachers.”
Andf it would have taken advice from St. John
Chrysostom, who, commenting on the famous pas-
sage of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, expresscs
limself as follows :— Hence it 15 plasn, that ol
thinge were not delivered in writing, but many

therwise ; and arce equally worthy fo be believed.
Wherefore Iet us hold fast to the traditiops of the
Church. 1iis tradwon ; Iet this suffice.””  And of
St. Basil on the mame passage : © Among the
points of belief and practice 1n the Church, some
were delivered in writing, while others were re-
ceived by apostolic tradition in myctery, thatis, in
a hiddqn manner : but both have equat authority as
far as piety is cancerned ; nor are they opposed
hy any one whois but slightly versed in ecclesiast-
cal rites.  For if weattempt to reject, as matters
of little moment, such pointsas were not writlen,
we shall, by nur imprudence, offer a signal inju-

vy {o the gospel.  And again of St. Epipbanius I

who pmoves the peceasity.of tradston. . We must
ook to tradition, says-he, forall things cannot be
d59ged from scriptures.  For which reasen the

.

not.”’
And if it had observed, what particularly merits
observation from its singularity, our very question

the second century and decided as follows :  ““But
you say, (writes Tertullian) cven in speaking of
tradition, some written anthority is necessary.—
' Let us then enguire whether no tradition should be
admitted, unless it be written.”*  (‘T'Lis is precisely
the objection laid claim to by the reformed religion.
lattend to its refutation.) <@ will allow, thatit
Ishoutd not, if no examples of other practicescan

tradition, and the strength of custom, without the
smaltest written authority. To begin with bap-
tism; when on the pojnt of entering the water, we
protest,in the Church and under the hands of the
bishops, that we renounce the devil, and bis pomps
and his angels - after this, we are immersed three
\sopnralc times, replying something more than our
{Saviour presented in the gospel. Leaving the wa.

Hhiis time, for the space of o weel, we refrain from

I|thé daily bath. The sacrement of the FEucharist,

—

only from the hand of him who presides.  We of-
for for the dead ; we annually celebrate the birth o
the martyrs . The day of their death is
the day of their birth to immortality) «Of these
and other usages if youask for thewritten authority

from tradition, which practice has confirmed and
obedience ratified.”

The day would not sufice, {6 adopt the expres-
sion of St, Basil,* were I (o attempt to describe to

¢ The day would not be sufficient, were I o at-
tempt to relale to you all the mystenies transmatted
to the Church without writing. To omit others,
{rom what writing have we thig profession of faith
jin God ; the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (the a-
iipostles creed)i”? had sai¢
jthe saints have Ic us in writing the words of invo-
cation 1 the consecration of the cucharistic bread
and chalice ? For we donot confine ourselves to
those which the gospel and the apostle mention :
we make additions before and after, asbeing of
great importance to the mystery, and which are
come down to us by an unwrillen tradition.” And
again, the following remarkable words occur in
the same passage - <* ‘The apostles and the fathers,
who have from the beginning, prescribed certain
tites to the Church, knew hotwio preserve for mys-
terics their becoming diguity, by the secresy and
silence in which it kept them enveloped. For what
is thrown open to the ear and the "gaze of the peo-
ple, is noYonger absolutely mystericus, For this
reasoniave many things. been transmitted: o us

'
i

i

|

‘l.oly apostles left some things in nriting, and ol!:cml

proposed in express terms by a celebrated writer of |,

be adduced, which we maintain on the sole title of

ter wwe take a mixture of milk and honey ; and from

insfitufed by the Lord, at the time of the repast and
for all, we take in our assemblies before day, arnd

i

of the scriptures, none will be found, They spring

He had said before : < Which of

:)uu all that the fathers have said on the subject o
“tradition.  Tam not surprised that they so frequent-
Iy insist upon it : they were but two or three de-
“grees from the origin of the Church : they hada
I'hear view of the means and regulations that had
!!(cnded to aggrandize and extentdit : they held in
! mind that the apostles, entirely occupied in the mt
,»nistry of the word, had rarely taken up the pen.
and only from accident and necessity ; that thew
. preacking hiad been daily and atundant, their writ
"ing accidental and short; that supposing the ground
of the doctrine to be in their writings, the develops-
:mcnt of it could not be found there also; that fo:
' the detail they must always have recourse to then
| verbal explanations ; ¢hat, even en their mysteries
Wana dogmas, they had in their works designly
{l thrown = certain veil of obscurity to prevent fhc
profane from having acccss to them, whilst in the
| mmidst of the faithful and their friends, they expres
'\"sed themselves openly and without restraint, iu
finc that they never committed to writing the words
“ and prayers with which they accompanied the ce-
Il

lebration of the myeteries. These sacred and often
essential forms were deposited in the bearts and the
memory, and fransmitted from mouth to mouth
more securely in secret. Aftes the example of
their masters, the apostolic falhers wrote little .
they glso had their time taken up in active emplog-
ment, rpther than in composing works : and when
they took up their pen 1t wasscarcely ever-for.any -
other reason than to make knowntostrangers, what
they had heard preached by the apostles. Dayby
day did they repeat it round ehout them to their aus;
dience, and occasionally communicated itat a dis-
tance by writing. In this manuer, in the Church-
cs where the apostles had preached, their doctrire
wag preserved by the succession of disciples to the
apostles, of hearers of the disciples o these same
disciples, and thus frrm one to another. As fui
those from without, it reached them by means of
'communicalious carried on from ons Church to
':mothm- : a steady and active correspondance altes!-
'ted and propagated through the world the instruc

M fions derived from the apostles and Jesus Christ,

!
|

|
i

, without writing, Jest the velgar, becoming too much
jfamiliarized with our dogmas, should pass from fz
ywiliarity {o contempt. e dogme Js onc thag.
jand preacking ancther, Dogmas reqguite to be
kept silent—preatling, o bo public. ~There s,
jmoreover, another king of silgnce,that of obscurity
in which ke scripfure purpesely conceals itself to
Ircndcr the dogmas_ more difficult 1o bo compre
ybended.”  And now, Sir, draw your conclusion,
what this Iearned bishop of Cesarea would have
thought of yous reformation, that l};;fjends %o {ake
every thing from scripiyre and notling jrom tradi
tion. ! o

———

il
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ny establishing, according to the vigorous expres-{'preserved the fradition of the true doctrine preach- |

sion of Tertullian, @ consanguinity of doctrine it o hy Saints Peter, James, John and Paul, hiad ]iv~’
i the Churches of the worll. | cd till the time in which he was writing his Stro-

Did any doubt or new questioh arise, recourse ypata, to  sow and cultivate the sced of true
w1s immediately had totho apostelic Churches:.' fith in the minds of men.”*  This remark, it must |
tiey consuli -d by perference those Churclies, in: be allowed, woull have been asuscless as misplac-,

opened ths way for others more open and less limit-
ed, and some wise and enlightened ninds, aflef
-calmly contemplating the precepts of the apostles.
I’lhc spirit of the primtive Church, and the confi-
dence they could not refuse to the piety and fec
vour of the first ages, to the depositions and tosti -

which presided still the chairs, whence the apostles’
lad often delivered theic public discourscs, (and

which after them seem to have been left vacant’
:rom respect); in which were recited their authen~'
tic epistles, thet recalled as it were the sound of

mony ofall those holy bishops and illusirious mar-

cd, on the principle of the reformation: for what
necd was there of the lony life of thesc hoty pcrson-! tyrs of Jesus Christ, have felt the irresistible foree
ages to preserve the apostolic traditions, and cal- :'oflhc proofs, and have openly adopted the ideas
tivate in the mind the seed of trne faith, if there had ;and the langurge of autiquity upon tradition. O
been nothing for thews to believe or practise but jthese I could cite many ; but shall confine wysels

their voires and the features of their countenan-i what they readn the scriptures, or what coutd cas-
ces.” Observe that "Certullian joins here the chairs) jly be deduced therefrom?

of the apostles with their epistles, (o indicate lhal‘: However, Sir, do not imagine that by here mak-
the written word and the word dclncrcEI by prcz}ch-;'ing war with the first promoters of the reformation,
ingalways went together. ‘“Arcyouin the ucugh-; I mean to exteny e same reproaches to all those
tourhood of Achaia? You have Corinth: WIC YOU,i\)o have since heen born in its bosom. Among!
atno great distance from Macedonia? - You have g0 yicyinwished characters of which it has reason
the Church t?f the Philippians, and fof the :lhcssa—"' {0 bast, there area great number who bave though t‘
tonians: butif you canteach as far a3 Asia, yOU (horncoives bound to abandon it in its overstretched '
bave Ephesus;* opproach ltaly, and you have ... i on the sufficiency of the scriptures: thisf
Rome.” the digaity of which ’1‘crlulli:.m forgcis'lmus! be said to their praise, itis an act of justice
not to sct offin the most no‘blo. and scnsnb.lc' m.nn-' due o them, which I take pleasure in discharging.
rier according to the true principles of Clristianily *! Scarcely were the first controversics opened, when
+-Seewhat Rome haslearnt, what it has laught, ‘many already perceived that, in the 7 spirit of
and the perfect harmony of its doctrine with that party, they had carried thingstoo far. 'Ihiey began'
ni'the African Churches.” Thusyou will unders py onteringintoa compositionupon the principle, |
~land, Sir, they dud notupon niew queslions ’“"ol""L being desirous indeed to admit tradition upon certain |
thems.lves in disputes which end in notbing: they ¥ points, and to reject it upon others, for the honour
-jid not permit themselves to bo carried away by' o the reformation.t Fhese primary concessions
their private fancy or their enthusiasm: they did not; :
shandon themselves to Yearncd ard luborious dis-
quisitions, they did not regulate themselvesaccord-
ing to {he ostenation and display of a few teach-
ers=all was decided by the doctrine and the tradit-
ion of the apostolicl Churches. It was in] this,
accotding to the happy expression of Thomassin,
bat consisted their Jeasned simplicity and their
sulid method of examining questions of faith,

A patticular circumstance confributed much to
preserve in these illustrious ages: the purity of the
apostolic traditions. God, in the views of hispro-
vidence over his Church, permitted during dangers

* Clement ol Alexandrin, died in 217, He
wrote his Stromata towards the ¢nd of the second
centary. Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem in 212.
succecded Narcissus, who died at the age of 116
years, being born, of course, in 96, when the aged
Simeon was bishop of Jerusalem. Simeon, sufler-
_ed martyrdom in 108, aged 120, bom, therefore,
12 vears befeie Jesus Christ,  Narcissus, who
died about the year 220, aged 124, and who was
born, of tourse, about the vear 95, must have seen
_Simcon twelve years: Alexandes, in 212 coadjuior
,of Narclssus, eight years: &¢ suffered martyrdom
,in 255,

l

—

{ 1t is remarkable that the confession of Augs-

to three or four whom I shall not choose ameng
the Iedst known or distinguished.

Grotius shall speak the first.* ¢ From the con
fessionof Rivet, what is snid by (he apostles, either
by the express command of God, or with full deli
beration, has not lessauthority than what has been
written by them, Nothing is more trhe.  Now,
‘lhat the apostles have not written all they bave wt
!tercd, St. Paul hiwsel{ testifies, by ordering that
we submit to all that he had taught whether by word
or by writing.”” Ilere Grotws subjoins the pas-
sage from St. Chrysostom which Ihavecited above
and concludes that in both cascs the authority is
the same. ¢ But, says the Doctor, we are sure ot
the writings ; we cannot be so of the words. fhi
I positively deny. The writings are full of varla-
tions, as isse¢n on comparing the manuseripts, In
some there are particles which are not in others.—-
There is a diversity of words, whether insylated or
united. To scparate and collect the oriyi-
ginal is neither a small labour, nor always snecess-
ful. But how can we be certain thot thercare apos-
tolic traditions ? says Doctor Rivet. In this way.
In the firstplace, it may reasonably be presumed
that we must attr’bute to the aposties what is fuung
to prevail cvery where, and what has no other
Lkrown origin. Tothisif you add-the witnesses ot
acknowlcdged pioty, pfudence, aud authority in the
Chtirch, and who say to you ; This comes from the
apostles, we have then all the proof tbat can be do-
sired upon these matiers, the same precisely by
which we distinguish the apostolic writings from

i

and persecutions, that some of these first and holy)
bishops should extend their career to a very advan- |
x%d ame: and asformerly, in  the old world, the
patriarchs, by means of their long years, more

casily transmitted fo posterity what they had learn-)|

burgh and the apology declare, that fhey do not
_despise the agreement ofthe Catholic church, and
s go 50 far as to appeal to the authority of the ancient
“church. Zuinglius grants that the apostles taught
by word of mouth, and thatthe cpistles they sent
were rather Lo confirm the people in what they bad

«d from their fathers and grandlathers on the creat-
ion of the world, 7the dogmas of religion and the

i Jearned, than to instruct them. . .
| Calvin and Beza were not slow in having re-

sooi 2 an bi - | course to tradition against the Arians, sprung from
principal features of the antedeluvian history, so xn’ thete school. . Ochin had said the sac;'e  worls are

Christianity these vcn:.l.lb'lc old men served to fes-y o opeclves very clear, even in things neccssary
tify, that the faith of their time was exactly the same i for salvation: and if the ‘Trinily does not clearly|
as they had received from the apostlesand the dis- appear in them, no one is_obliged to believe in
¢ ip]cs of the ap05ﬂcs. Not {o spcak of $t1. John’ y it—I do not find that the H()ly Spll‘lt is there eall-

. . . e ed God or Liord. 1 had rather enter o cloister than
who lived a century, andof his centenary discip ‘c"acknowlcdgc that,? But Calvin, leading  them to

Poly carp, who suffered martyrdom in 166, \vclcarn‘, the unwritten word. taught thenm from the second
srom Clement of Alexandria, “that some of those ' epistle to ‘Timothy: “By thisis repelled the arrog-

|

those which are not 0.

¢« I grant also, writes M. Leibnitz to Bossuet,
that not only the knowledge of the canon (of the
scriptures,) but even ol any part o} the scriptifre is
not absolutely neceseary ; that there are many peo-
ple without the scripiure, and that oral instrugtion,

for so many years, not in word alone but in writ-
ings which shiall never penish, have, contrary 10
the authority of so many kings, princes, and heret-
ics, with so muchlabour, evento the shedding of
tvonr blood, defended  the great mystery of the
1 Frinity, shall it be said that you are imprudent and
ighorant?! O Athanasius! thou who didst on this
subject traverse almost the whole world, for what
rexson didst thou compose and construct that ad-
tmirable creed with so much brevity, &e.”

-lio had immediately succeeded the apostles, aud

s«The church at Ephesus, founded by Paul,
<« orned by Joho (e there terminated hisdays a
regiding theren Jong time with the wother whom
Tesus Christ bequeathed to him from_the height of|
tie cross), until the reign of Trajan, is without con-
fradiction one of the best witnesses of apgstolic tra-
dition vzIrencens, ch. XXk

aa.| reading of the scriptures are sufficient. | h
fler I shall make noaccount of the aid ofthe living voice

ance of any senseless  creatures, who boast that
they stand in no need of teacliers, because the
He that

and shalt content himself wwith the dumb seripture,
shall feel how §mt ah evil itis to despise the means
'ordained by God and J&sus Christ for being in-
steucted. ™ “What then! holy fathers,” exelaimed

]‘ Beza against Stator, Ochin, and others, “vou who

290

*This is taken from his Tofum pro pece, page
137, a judicious and impartial little work, compos-
od apgaiist Rivet and those who, like him, were o

osed to a reconciliation with the Catholic Chuarch.

t is much.to baregrelted thatthis svork is not more
known. Itcannot be teo much recommended 16
the perusal of all profesiant societies, You will
find it in English, a votefor peace,

i
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Compare ;iitindirc;;lly, by declaring that the scrjpture alone

or tradition, may supply its defect.” . ) a ¢ "
this acknowledgment with the principle of the refor- was to be applied to for every essential of salvation. |

mation. M., Lieibnitz gives more to teadition than | Let these gentle.nen settle it among one anf\lhcr ns“
st. [renoeus asked forit in the second century. ,ill!c?' kfxow lsc.st. As for myself, Ithrow as:d.c here |

e had said ina preceding letter . ¢ ‘The ques- l!wlr sixth arl.wlc, and atlhcrc to u.c‘ mu_h?uuc tcs-:.
on is whether the revealed truths are all of them | timouy of their apolugy in favour of tradition. ¥
in the sacred scripture, or are come at least from - Inamost excellent work, cntitled England’s
mestolic traditfon, which is not denied by many of * Conversiva andtleformativn compared, § find a-,
the more accommodating among protestants.”— passage taken from a protestant work, the author of.
Upon which the illustrious prelate cbserves : We which was probably a member of the Church of
we net here disputing about apostolic traditions,  Englaud.  This protestaut writer, whois quuted, !

~ince you yourself'suy that the more accommodat- afler having considered the precepts of 8t, Paul on

ing, that is, as I understand, not only the most, oral traditions, makes tho followwmy reflections :— |
fearned, but also the most judicious protestants, do | Here we sce plain meution of St. Panl's traditions
ot deny it, as I believe in fact 1 have remarked in |, consequently of apostolical traditions delivered b)"
vour learned Calixtus and his disciples.” ;: word of mouth, as well as by cpistles or in writing;

M. Leibnitz moreover, or rather Al Molanus, , and a condemnation of those who do not c‘quall_v“
Lis skilful associate in the project of conciliation,, cbserve both (and still more a condemnation of -
treats tradition or the unwritten worl as follows. — .thosc, who despise them so far as lo. put them quite ,I
What disputes are started upon this subject ! They ,, a.side, as !ho authors of the rcforr{xouon. a}ul of they
may casily be terminated by saying that the ques- “sxxlh.arlwle have dgne.)  Thus it is evilent)
tion between us and the catholics is not whether)l (coutinues he page 78), that the whol.c ot Chris-:
there are teaditions, but whe'her there are any arti- | tianity, wusat first delivered to ﬂn.e.bxslmps suc- ||
Jles necessary for salvation, whichare not in scrip-;lcceding tle aposiles by oral t.radxlum: and they |
1ure, or which cannot be fairly inferred from it.— ;were also commanded to keep ity and dehver it to
'Phis latter is what protestants deny. But the  their successors in the same manucr, nor is st any !
inore moderate amongst them are agread that we ; where found in seripture by St P:m.l or any other,
are indebted to tradition not enly for the scripture, |, of the apostles; that they would either jointly or
but also forits true and orthodox sense in the fun-;;separatelywrilc down ail that they had teught as

thase that lived nearer the days of Christ and lns
apostles, are likelier to know- their minds betics
than those of remoter and corrupted ages; the reas

on is gaod,but mightily confounds these who live at
th~ very part of the hill in the valley of darkness and
atl iniquity, and therefore not so likely to discern
the truth ofthe dactrine of Christ, preached on the
top of Mount Sion, as thosev.ho lived in highet

ascents,  Wherefore I shall always hearken with
due reverence unto what those primitis e holy fathers

deliver,and the more holy and more ancient,
doubtless morete be regarded.”

Beveridge, the learned bishop of St. Asaph's.
after having said, to humour the sixthof the thirty

nine articles, thatin the precepts necessary fur
salvation the scripture was very clear to all eyes,
developes his sentiments as follows : “In objccts ot
doctrine and discipline, if we would neithererr not
transgross, let us beware above all things of adber

ing obstinately to our conceptionsand conjectures,
or to thosc of others.  Let us rather examine what
has been the opinion of the universal Church, or at
least of the major partof Christians : and let us
attach ourselves to the opinion that has been unani

imously adopted by the Christians ofall ages. For

as in the entire consent of all consists tho voice of
nature, says Cicero, soin disputed points the con-
sent of all Christiansshonld be held as the voice of
the gospel. There are many articles which are
not read in express terms in the ‘Scripture, and

damental articles ; not to speak of other things,
which Calixtus, Horneigs, and Chemnitius have,
Yong since ackuowledged can not be known, except

by this means. Certainly those among the protes-

rants who receive, with the apostles, and the Atha-,
yasian creed, the five first geucral councils and the,
councils of Orange and Milevies, with the agree.'
ment of at least the five first ages, asa sccond
principle in theology, in such manner that the fun-'
Jamental articles cannot be otherwise explained,
than they have been by the unanimous consent of
the doctors, will scarcely have wherewith to dis- |
pute with the Church of Rome,*?  The observation

of ML Bossuet upon this chapter of M. Molanus is!
very short. ¢ As for what relates to tradition the:
-ame author is agreed with us, that we are indebt-!
«d toit notonly for the Holy Scripture, but also)
for the "egitimate and natural inferprelratson of this,
seriptu e, and that there are trulks that we cannot

know e cept by its assistance : which is quile suﬂi-l
«icnt for us : so that on thisarticle we are complete-

ly reconciled, if we are to believe this learned:
writer.”?

Itmay appear strange to you, and yet itis very
frue, that the man who perhaps had the most 1o do
with the drawing up of the thirty-nine axficles, 1
mean Bishop Jewel, contingally rests upon teadi-

1
.

necessary fo salvation, or that they would make
sucha complete canon of them, that nothing should
be necessary to salvation but what should be found
in these writings.” These most just observations
dicectly oppose the sixth article, and must be con-
sidered as an uncquivocal disavowal of them.

“I am, not of those who admite the great
knowledge in divine matters revealed in this latter
age of the world, Ido not think there are any now
so likely to discover the truth of gospel mysteries
as these of ancientdays, Asfor that saying a pig-
my set on a giant’s shoulder may sep rhore than
the giant; pardon we if { callita shallow and si-
1y fancy, nothing to our purpose; for our question is
not of seeing more, but of the clear discerning and
judging those things weall sec, but are in doubt
what they mean; ifa pigmy and a giant scea beast
at a mile distant, apd arc indispute whether it be
a horseoran ox, the pigmy set on the giant’s
shoulder, is never the nearer discprning what itis,
which depends on the sharpnesss of sioht, not o
the height of his shoulders: Now that the ancient
and holy fathers ofthe Church were more spiritual

by their spiritual holy lives: The natural man re-
cciveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither

tion, upon the fathers and the primitive Church, in
the Apolagy that he published in 1562, with the ap-
probation ofhis bretbren, and by order of the su-
preme governess, and also, as we are assured, with
the unlimited applause of all the protestant socic-
ties in Europe.  Here then is the authority of tra-
ditlot recognized, invoked, and appealed to in their
own defenco by the spiritual lords of the convoca-

£ v mov dimethey had st hao, pejecting Hihnen af4havieid am caventh, they answer, breause!

canhe know them, because they are spiritnaily dis-
cemed. 1.Cor.ii, 14, And how noatural, how
carnal, how purblindwe are, is too, foo visible,
Besides a purblind men near the object will discern
it better than a much sharper sight ata greater dis-
tance as we are, Forif you ask those lofly con-
ceited pigmies why they give more credit tothe
fathers of the second and thivd century, than to

ant

land consequently sharper sighted in spiritual things,
than wo carpal creatures of this latter ageisevident,

which nevertheless pre deduced from it by the uni
versal assent of Chi'stians : for example, that we
must adore threo distinct persons in the holy, L'rin -
ity, the Father, the Son. and the Holy Ghost ; that
eachof these is God, and that nevertheless thete i
butone God ;that Christis God and ‘man’in onu
and the same person............{arcthese
articles necessary forsalvation or nof?)These points
and similar others are not traced outet'full leagth
in cither of the two testamenis; and nevertheless,
that they are founded upon both, is what is agreed -
and has always been agreed by  Christinns,, AWith
the exception of some heretics, whom we, must
consider inreligion aswe do-monsters in ndture.
And again, that the infant should be washed §n the
holy waterof baplism. . ..........andlhe sun -
day religiously observed;...........:~that
every year wo must solemnize the passion, resur.
rectionand ascension of our Saviourand thé *dés-
cent of the Holy Ghost, . . . v v vvvo...and that
the Church must be goverued by bishopsy disting-
uished from priests, and superiorto thetn ; liese
articles and others hesidesare no where,. expressly
commandedin holy writ; and nevertheless, Tor
these fifteen hundred years, they bave been follow-
ed in the public practice  ofthe Church: they are
asit were, notions common {o all, planted from the
beginning in the beartsof ChTistians, .., sxvee . -
derived from the tradition of the aposties,who; {os
gether with the faith propagated in thoworld theso
ecclesiastical rites, and if T may term < thieny so,
these generpl interpretations of the gospél;iother-
! wiso it would_lie incredible,and even . impossibie
that they should have oblained sox’u'uani@gus a
i reception in all places, in all-times ahd. Adoug” ol -
Christians,” * - Sos TEe

.
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Among the partisans and defenders of the prim-||

From all that has been hitherto set forth in this

itive traditions you may also reckon Thorndike |letter, I think it clearly follows that revelation was

Collier, Bull, Samuel Parker, Bramhal, Dodwell,
‘Waterland, §c.* In fine the antagonists and the
avowed despiser of the holy fathers, Doctor Mid-
dleton, is disconsolate at finding so many admirers
and disciples of them among the divines of the
Church of England. ¢“But though this doctrine of’
the sufficiency of the Scriptures, says he, be gen-
erally professed through all the reformed Churches
yet it has happened, I know not how, in our own,
that its divines have been apt on all accasions, to
ioin the authority of the primitive church, to thatof
sacred writ, to supply doctrines from the ancient
councils, on which the scriptures are either silent
or thought defective; to add the holy fathers to the
college of the apostles; and by ascribing the same
gifts and powers to them both, (here the doctor is
not correct) to raise the primitive traditions to an
equality with apostolical precepts.’’t

*That I may not extend my citations too far, I
shall content myself with adding the following
names of their brethren :—

The archbishops Tillotson and Wake : bishops
Bilson, Montague, Andrews, Potter, Cosins,
Brambal, Kall, Overal, Peploe, Patrick, and
Forbes; the honorable M. Campbel, and Sic
fidward Dering: Doctors Field, fammond,
Sherlock, Leslie, Cave, Chillingworth, Grabe,
Bigse, Reeve, Knight, Hickes, Laurence, Wall,
Brett; and Messrs. Bingham, Johnson, Griffith
and Daille.

The passages from these authors will be found
cited in the interesting work of Dr. Wix, reflec-
iions, 8c. from page 40to page 78, second edition,
London, 1762.

tintroductory Discourse, p. 67, to a free inquiry
7nto the miraculous ers, &c. by Conyers Mid-
dleton, principal librarian of the University of
Cambridge, Edit. in 4to. London, 1752.

But what are we to say to this Dr. Middleton,

who after having opened all the monuments of tra- |

dition, afterhaving cast an inguisitive and penetra-
ting eye into the writings of the holy fathers, feels
Limself all at once seized with a religious horror
an@ sbudders within himself? And what is it he
hasseen? GCatholicism, good God! Catholicism
wn full perfection : He says it, he provesit: and
instead of concluding that they had done wrong at
the reformation, when they rose up against venera-
ble dogmas and practices: ‘instead of preferring
the fathers nearest to the apostles, and their most
faithful and holy imitators, before his irreligious
and turbulent ancestors of the asixteenth century ;
this mad and whimsical genius immediately chan-
gos his colors, throws asi%e all tradition, and ban-
ishes the fathers far from him, He will have no
more to do with them, because he cannot surrender
himself up to the primitive Church without renounc-
ioﬁ his dear and glorious reformation.

t had entered his head, and nothing in the world
couid make him put it out again ; it had then forci-
bly entered his head, that the mass, its altars, its
sacrifice, praying for the dead, and of course pur-
gatory, the sign of the cross, the holy oils, the in-
vocation of saints, and the honor paid te relics

were superstitious and idolatrous dogmas and usa-|| Th

ges. He discovers them, however, from the time
of the primitive ages ; ho frankly acknowledges it.
ell then ! these primitive :mdy apostolical times
shall no longer be considered by him but as idola-
trous and superstitions ages ; and according to him
nothing less shall berequired than all -the ’ights &
all the victues of a Luther and a Calvin, to effect at
-length_the disengagement of Christianity from its

‘at first taught entirely by the preaching of the

apostles and disciples; that in the course of their
jministry it was atdifferent intervals and partially
!published in the inspired writings; and that thus it
‘has been {ransmitted to the world in two manners,
by wordand by writing, thatisto say, by tradition
Eand by scripture, the twofold original and sacred|
"deposit of the Christian doctrine: the one, first in
point of time and long by itself, gathered together
at first in the hearts and the inemories of the faithful,
then deposited by little andl little and in  detached
pieces in the writings of the fathers and the acts of
the councils; the other of later and gradual appear-
!ance, but fixed ligibly upon paperiby the apostles
or their disciples, a durable and divine monument,
which will speak for ever to the eyes, as well as to
i the minds and hearts of all the faithful: the - former,
{requiring a longer and more laborious research and
{being more difficult of discovery, because itis scat-
itered and spread through a greater number of
monuments, and is often found mixed up with many
subjects, which, though not absolutely foreign to
revelation, are nevertheless not it: the latter, full of
an inspired and heavenly doctrine, but which is]
sometimes inaccessible in its sublimities, and like

every written law, never being able, without an in-
terpreter and judge, to make itself undersiood and

ancient rust, and from the stains of its origin.—
Does not this savoyr of maduness and blasphemy?
‘Who would not be alarmedat the excesses to which
even the best instructed might be driven, when once
' left to themselves and their prajudices?

I beg you will give yourself the satisfaction for a
moment of comparing Dr. Middleton with bishop
Croft. Thbis latter, far from admiring the great
lights so much boasted of in modern times on sub-
jects of theology, is of opinion that the doctrine

eing more immediate at its source, it must be
purer and more certain : the former, on the contra-
ry, persuades himself, that scaicely bad religion
baeen promulgated when it became generally cor-
rupted, to sucha degree as to be unable to recover
its uriginal beauty until sixteen centuries after its
divine founder. The one, seized with respect and
love for the great models of virtue and knowledge
presented toirim insuch abundance by the primi-
tive Church, falls at the feet of venerable an holy
antiquity ; the other, sorely offended at some mi-
raculous facts, or at some opinions which he found
up and down the writings of the fathers and which
no one obliged him to adopt, is not ashamed to sul-
ly their reputation with the imputation of wilful
iroposition and want of talent ; he protests never-
theless that he recognizes them as valid witnesses,
and yet in point ef fact persists in.denying the au-
thority of their testimony. The bishop piously de-
clares that he shall always lend them a respectful
ear, and yet never does so: he remains deaf to
their instructions, and in his vale of darkness he

sacrifice, or praying for the dead, or veneration for
relics and images, or the invocation of saints, &c.
e doctor, to make amends, although more deep-
ly confined in the same dark vale, has seen, heard,
and understood every thing, but takes good care
not tobelieve any thing, or to bow to authority
upon these articles.

Here certainly are two persons in whom learning
abounds; and yet they agree nonc the better on
that.actount. “The truth is, that learning even

wisleads, if not cngrafled upon fixed and invaria-

M

discovers not, in their writings, either the mass or ||

followed with uniformity. The Scripture more
copiotis without comparison, more rich, more
precious, more excellent, and neveriheless leaving
some articles to be desired; tradition destined a

bove all {o transmit tous these same articles, by

supplying what is wanting in the sacred hooks.
Whenceit follows again, that ifit were permitted
or expedient to make choice between these twe
deposits, and to acceptof one without the other.
the'preterence would undoubtedly be due to that
of the scriptures: but that according to sound reason
and the dectrine of wise antiquity, according o the
command of St. Paul, they are absolutely insepar-
able; that, one presenting us with articles not to be
found in the other, we must bring together and con-
sult them both, to form a whole and know the com

plete system of revelation; that, as for the rest,
coming tous, as on two parallel lines, they can
neverimpede or oppose one another in their pro-
gress, but {hat on the contrary they render each
other a mutual assistance, and reciprocally throw
light upon each other; in fine that we owc equally
to what they either of them containy both our re-
spectand our submission, because the same spirjt
which directed the pen-of the apostles, directed al-
so their tongue, and the words that came from their
mouth are not less divine than those that they af-

terwards traced out with their hand.
To he Continwed,

i ble principles. Never will you find an.example sie

milar to this amongst_us, whilst yon will. behold a
thousand of the kind amongst your teachers. And
ought not this at length to_conceive the prudent
and moderate members of the reformed religion,
that bﬁ" leaving to each one the right of judging foy
himself, there will always be as great a diversity in
opinions as in tastes, and thatthe whelesome res-
traint of authority is alone able to subdue the indo-
cility, and the proud and capricious impetuosity of
the human miud. Daie frenum indomito animali-
et impotenti naturee.,

But if we are to be- believe all these fathers, said
Middleton, we are at once necessarily arawn into
popery. &ive to the doctrine of the fathers what-
ever name you please : call it popery, if it suit you.
Is it not better, is it not safer to be a papist with the
Austins, Jeromes, Ambroses, Hilarys, Chrysostoms,
Basils, Cyrils, Athanasiuses, Cyprians, Justins.
Tertullgnns, Ignatiuses, aud Clements, with these’
apostolic men, these unexceptionable witnesses,
who have astounded the world by their virtues, and
by an heroic end, and who still edify us by theit”
writings, than 10 continue in protestantism in the
train of Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Beza, Knox:
and Buchanan, or, if you please, of bishops Barlow-
Scory, Coverdale, Hodgskin, Kitchen, &e. whe
have rendered their names famous, some by their

|audacity in violating the vow of their first engag¢-

ments, others by their servile flexibility to the will
of the existing powers, some by seditions, wars:
and rivers of biood, all by a revolt sgainst their mo~
ther Church, and not one of whom, to my know-
ledge, has yet been remarked for an humble and
tender piety, for the mortification of their sense:
the abnegation of themselves, or the austerity ©

their manners, or foran angelical and spiritual lif¢-
In truth is.it Jawful, oris it rcasonable to balance
between the two? ~ And have I not myself to blush
here to-see myself constrainad totarnish the memo-
ry of these illustrious saints by so unworthy a com”
parison’ :

b e It o
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ON THE EDUCATION OF CANADA.

Kingston, May 1831,
To the Edstor of the Catholie

CONLLUDLD.
L 111, second complamt of the Courant against the
« ulleges of the Province 18 *< that the present de-
wectnve systenuis the chief, 5f not the only cause of

‘The colleges of this Province are cathalic estab-
lishments, Their rules formed at a timo when
there were but very few Protestants in the province,

The protestant students who frequent the colleges
are comparatisely few, particularly the boarders s
and this rule only regards them. They are cer-

hirowing Canadians ity the back ground of cum- tainly not in the ratio, tuking ol the colleges to-

ameree,’?
"T'Lis complaint, reduced to its simplest express-
won, rans thus : Lhe education of our institutions
. ralyzes the spirit of commerce. But what kind
4 cducation do they give? They give a liberal
aud classical education, an education that svits pro-
tessjonal life and gentlemen  For certainly such
.~ the nature of the education which we have just
\posed. So that the assertion isagain reducible to
'his - o gentlemanly, a liberal, a classical educa-
"y paralyzes the spirit of commerce. T must con-
'vss that 1 should like to sce the proofs of this po-
sition, The knowledge of the languages, of geo-
yraphy, history, pbilosophy, literature, mathema-
tics, paralyzes commerce!!! What, Sir, the
British nation, eminent above all others for ifs
~ommercial spirit, is then ignorant of these ac-
anirements 2 The respectable body of merchants
'n Montreal and Quebec are ignorant of these
things ? Their minds are unadorned by classic
tove and liberal acquirements ! A little arithmetic
and book keeping, a few pages of history, and a

gether, of five to a hundred. 'Fhis being the case
should the rules be changed fur so small a numn-
ber?

1 unhesitatingly gise it ns my opinion that this
rule should not be changed. My reasons are; 1st,
because the change would occasion tvo many in-
convenicnces. 2d, because the rule in question is
advantageous even to protestant clildren ; and 84,
becanse it is not contrary to profestant principles,
and does not shock the protes.ant poruon of the
community as much as the Courant imagines,

1, The changing of this rule would occasivn too
many inconveniences. There are two fundamental
tules in these institutions : one is never to Jeave the
youth without superintendance. The vivacity of
youthful feelings, which lead to mauy faulls in con-
duct and language, render this regulation absolute-
ly necessary. The other is, sirict uniformity of
discipline, This is not less necessary in the col-
legiate, than it isin the military department.

If these children are exempted from attending at

slight knowledge of geography, I presune, aro all
that you allow them. My dear Courant, how

. conld you have the face to insult them in sucha
tnanner? Besides, you know that what you ad- i

vance i9 incorrect. You really must apologize.~—
‘F'ruth, honor, justice, oblige youto do so. Be not
ashamed 1o make an apology. Every man is lia-
9'e to ¢rc~—an honorable man candidly retracts bis
artors. Remember, errare, humenum est, resipi-
srere, angelicum, perseverare, diadolicum. Shall
I apologize foryou? You know my disposition to
ablige yon. Very well, 1 will,

Genilemen, Tappear before you in the name of
the Canadian Courant. He has had the misfortune
of allowing an expression to drop from his pen,
tending to underrate your intellectual acquirements.

He fecls the folly of havii - advanced that a mer-
cantile spirit is paralyzed by, orincompatible with
iberal and gentlemanly education, e humbly
asks pardon, hopes you will forgive him. I venture
‘0 assure you that he will endeavor to amend.—
You know that some men have uever contracted
the habit of refliection, and whether from want of
educalion, or intellectual powers, they cannot all
at once overcome this unfortunaltc habit of speaking
without thinking. 1 therefore beg of you, gentle-
aen, to excuse him.  He really did not mean any
siarin . he did not intend to hurt your feelings. The
ract 1s, for it is pest to be frank, he was not think-
1yt at the time, and did not know what he was
saging.

‘I'he third comphintis directed against the in-

“victant rule which obliges Protestant children to
atiend catholic worship in these colleges : which

rale he considers ag an igdivect system of prose-
tvfism,

the religious cxercises, which take place every
morning and evening, besides the usuat and more
solemn worship on Sundays, in the first place uni-
formity ceases : in the secund place the fundamen-
tal rule relating’ to the superintendance must be
laid aside. For in order to superintend them, it
would be necessary to multiply the duties of pro

fessors. Now their duties are alrcady too numer-
ous to admit of any augmentation. For the whale

j|of their time isalready absurbed by their attendance

in class, their studies and the duty of superintend-
fng—and this without any emolument : for it isa

expence to the Seminary of several hundred pounds
every year, besides the original enpence of build-
ingit.

In case of exemption, then, these children can-
not be superintended. They will have more fi-
berty than the others, which is another breach of
uniformity 3 they will be less taken care of, which
isan injustice,—an injustice, which would be dan-
gerous to the youth, and painful fo parents, who
frequently place their children ju these establish-
.mcnts especially bocause they know that these
tender objects of their solicitude will never be out
of their teachers sight.

Perhaps itwill be said, that Sundays at least,
they might be allowed to attend their respective
Places of worship, But, besides the breach of
uniformity, all the profestant children have not
parents or guardians in town. In these mafters
however, there is nothing like experience. This
liberty was allowed for some fime, in one of the
Cathotic colleges in the United States, St, bary’s
College, Baltimore. But the inconveniences bo-

mission was obliged to be withdrawn, For, in
spite of fate, pareuts will be lenient, and youths
will find means of deceiving them. Not only

1re still adapted tothe great bulk of the population. !thcsc inconveniences oppose {lic changing of this

regulatiun, but also the advantages which the chil
dren derive from it.

2. What we have just said, shows one portion of
these advantages . for assuredly, continual super-
intendence, and vowosal of inconveniences are
very beneficial.  But they denve from it another
peculiar advantage, What can be more import:
ant than to impress upon the youthful minds the
necessity of paying to almighty God every morning
and cvening, their homages of adoration, love,
thanksgiving, of asking pardon for their sins, and
begging the assistance of his grace2 What more
important than to make them contract this babit ?
But how will they contract it, if leftalone to them-
selves? What more efficaciouswiththe Almighty,
than public prayer, in which all with one heart and
one voice unite? Is it fitthat they should be de
prived of this advautage?

3. Were it contrary to Profestant principles (o
assist at the catholic worship, the case might be
more serious. But that thisis not the casg, is a
matter of public notoriety. And what more than
their presence, and respectful behaviour is required?
Are they expected to unite in the cetholic worship?
No. They are left unmolested to pray as they
think proper. If this regulation were so very

notorious fact that the college of Moniseal is dead

painful to parents they would compiain. Bnt if 1
‘am rightly informed, they do not. In the present
tinstance, as in many others_ail the noise is made
by certain busy bodies, who intefere in what does
Inot concernthem.

Where is then inall this, the leaven of prase-
Iytism, which like some ghaslly fiend haunts the
tera fied imagination of the Canadiaz Courant ?

Proselytism ! Sir, a system of prosclytism is
{pursued in colleges of this province! Whiat, Sir,

is the meaning of this charge? '

If by the spirit of proscljtism, you mean the
’earnest desire, that all christians should be united
'in the pale of one ¢hurch, in the possession of ome
| Gith, &ii the bohds of the chiarity of"JeSua~Clitiat,

vur institutions have the spirit of proselytism, for
they have the spint of christianity.

Butif by the spiritof proselytism you mean the
!practising of cunning, deécplion, dishonorable
methods to solicit children (o abandon the religion
jof their parents, know, Sir, that it is neither 10 be
found in these mnslitutions nor in the principles of
|the Catholic church. ‘Thatitis notfo be found in
,these institutions, honorable men can testify. .in
ythe city of Montreal avo to be found distinguihed
\ professional men, who have-been educated in the
'college, and the parents of Protestant childrex now
studying in it, They can bear witness to the truth
of my assertion.

If you wish to find the spirjt of proselytism, seek
not for it in these institutions, Seek for it in town,
among those persons who go about among the poor
catholics soliciting them, by offersof raoney and
cloths, to send their children to protestant schools,

came vo great, so visible, so public, that the per-

293

in order to seduce them from theirredigion Sak
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for it among those fumilics where every species of'
moral persccution, and persoual calumnies of the
grossest description against the unsullied character:
of the catholic clergy of this city, are practised ini
order Lo stagger the faith of poor ignorant servonts. |
Scek for it among those persons who having been:
dppointed guardians to catholic children, prevent
them from practising their religion, Here, 8ir,)
youwill find the spirit of prosclytism. You willi
findit again in the tract societies. But in the
catholic institutions of this province you will look
for it in vain.  And so far ave enlightened Protest-,

it et e ————

ing menorial of his redeeming dispensation, in the
outward rites, sighy, and emblamatical ceremonies,
whichhe himself preevibed and enjuined tp be ob-
served in the worship of his church,  What were
else all the levitical ovdinances, but so many spirit-i
ually signifieative and predictive figares?

It is evident too that, as all his true  worshippers,
are but one funilyy of whieh, asin the prayer,!
which he himself' has taught us, hic owns  himselt’
hr: ravaer; all in that fhmily. to avoid confusion”
dizorder, misunderstanding;  and, what we daily
witness among protestant enthusiasts  of'so many

may retain them: viz. 1 baptize thee in the name of
the Luther, and. of'the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
Its vast importance and  regencrating  effeets ax
what the Church alludes to in her baptismal cere
monics.

Aund first, the watee s the external cleansitye
siggn of the internul eleansing grace.  Itis the ton
ish purification, vr the legal figure fulfiled Ly i
(Saviour; who has apnexed to the outward  punily -
ing symbol, the water applied to the body; the -
ward purifyine grace applied to the sauly forhe .«
Imaster to annex his grace to whatever condition

ants, for 1 speak not of men whose minds are jdenomuatins, the most ridiculously “‘hi"‘Sic“";hc pleases: asle annexed life and bliss to our ohe
warped by low vulgar prejudice;—So farare en-jjand irrational extravaganeies; ought to use, in ad-' dient forbearance to,ent the forbidden fruit; and

lightencd profestants from fearing the proselytism |dressing him, the same external rites; cither S"“'"’"idcmh and misery asthe conscquences of our «

dained by that anthority, which he has sanc(ioned-ﬂ

of these institutions, that; had the gentlemen of the -
coliege the means of undertaking a double couwrse!
ofstudics, onc in the English and the other in the
Trench language, there is not perhaps a single re-
spectable protestant youth in Maentreal, that would
not be confided lo theircare. [ myself, Sir, know
cven a gentleman, who acts in Canada in the cha-
acter of Minister of onc of the reformed churches,?
who declares that he is too well aware of the hon-!,
orable character of these institutions {o be uneasy'|
about their proselytism, and who has actually con-.
curred in placing the son of a friend in one of;
thtm.

1 have said enough—more than enough to caution|
av enlightencd and well informed public against the
crroncoug ideas of the Canadian Cousant. Did
his paper circulate mercly in the lower province,!
inwhich these institutions are known, it might not,
have been necessary to nofice his remarks. Butas
1t cireulates in other parts, it is but justice fo pre-'
vent distant persons from contracting unfounded
prejudices againstour estimable institutions.

‘down tous fromthe time ofthe apostles: who,

Lose oy

as he himselt has deirned ta institute; or t
and promised always to inspwe; that universal
Churek, which he commands us all to hear, or he!
accountedt as heuthens and pudlicans. Imdeed, it’
was by swerving from the eriginally established

land instruetive rites of God's worship, that man-'

kind fellinto all the extravagancies and horrors of
idolatry.

"Phoy are the rites and ceremonies of God's only !

Clareh, (if that be she, whom the Saviour found-;
cdt) the chief meamngs ofwhich we here  propose
laying before the christian public. After those
obgerved in the celebration of the mass; on  which,'
in our first number, we made a few short explana-
tory observations; the most permanently uniform,
and important, as being of the Saviour's more im-
mediate appointment; are those 6bserved in the ad-‘
ministration of the seven sacraments; transmittcd‘

doubtless, were dirccted agto the manper of their
administration by Chuist himself, in the many con-

1

s
obpdience in cating against his command,
This much every Catholicknows.  But there 1

' . . .
it much deeper meaning in this external sign than

 the generality of Christians are aware oft foran al-

luston is thereby madeto the death ofthe carnal
Adam, and of his sinful progeny,all buricd in the

walers ofthe deluge: and ol a new race rescucd
from the waters by their sole surviving progenitor,
tthe just Noah: who, under the dircetion of Godl.
built the ark,inwhich the small remnant of mau-
Y%ind were saved: that is, in the spiritual sense, Je-
sus Christ, the Man-God, the sole just-of our race:
for whose sake it is spared from utter destruction:
and from ywhomis to spring forth, a newand holy

cene ation: he, who under thedirection of Godl,
his heavenly father; (forin this sense also was  the

carpenter’s son) huilt the spiritual avk, his church,,
which rides secure the universal deluge; and brings
forth from the mudst of the overwhelming waters
the only portion of mankind which issnatchen from
utter destruction. Itis to this mystery that Saing
Paul alludes thus:—Jnow you that all we, tcho are

T'his motive will alsp, 1 Lope, plead my cxcuse ‘»crsatiups which he held withithem, alter his re- nbaptized in Christ Jesus, are baptizedin his death?

with ‘you, Mr, Editor, for occupying so much,
space in your excellent paper, ¥am, Sir,
A CATHOLIC,
And an admirer of
Cathalic Education.;

|
1
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ORIGINAL,

THE CATHOLIC RITES AXND CEREBIO-
NIES EXPLAINED.

Few, even of Catholics, and none but gause wlu,

Lave turned their particular attention to the sub-,

Jeet; are aware of the instructive fiaport, or thc"

deep and interesting wmeaunings, which the Catho-
lie Churchattaches to her sacred rites and cere-
moujes.  Yor, let unphilosophical and cver-hiun-
Jering reformistssay what  they please; the mind
of man acquires ull its knowledge from without;
througzh the medium of the bodily senses; particu-
larly those of the sight and hearing: audt is truly
astonishing that our Bible-reading, and scripture-
judging sectaries have wmever discovered in that
sacred book what is the most cbviousand constant-
v reeurring evidence in it; that God instructs his
people: reveals to them his purpoeses in their re-,
gard; and opens to them a.distaut prospest, or al

'clnildrch of the carnal Adam, born insm;  thérefare

swrection, concermng the Lingdom of Gody Acts,

1, 3. by wlich title he often designates, the Church

bis kingdom hereon earth. .
BAPTISM.

The first of these sacraments is baptism, which
makes us the adopted children ot God through Je-
sus Christ: keirs indeed of God, says Samt Paul;
and fellow keirs of Jesus Christ.  Rom. 8,16, 17.
Till we receive this sacrament, weare but the

by naliere children of wrath; Eph, 2, 3. and devot-
ed to destruction. By it we are burn aguin.of wa-
ter and the Zholy Ghost: John, 3, 5, and fitted, as
children of the spiritual Adam, Christ, the regene-
rator of our race, to enler the kingdom of God;
thatis. his Church here on earth,and his kingdom
hereafter in heaven; nor cangny of the other sa-
craments, save the Eucharist, and that  unworthi-
ly, be validly adwministerced to thosepot so born
again; and adopted into the family of God, This
then is the most  necessary of allthe  sncramen’s;
and thereforc has God made it, in the case of ne-
cessity, thesimplest and easiest to be administered
ofany: the minister being any ong;. tman, woman,
or cluld come to the usedof reason: the matter only,
water: and the words, while powing the water oa

Lr we are baried together with him, by baptismin -
io death: that as Christ is risen from the dead, by
the glory of the father; so wsalso may walkin the
newness of life, §¢. Rom. 6, 3, &c. He therefore
wis the first seen, like Noah, to enter the waters,
followed by all bis rescued, sprritual progeny. On
him too, while in the water, ason Noah, while in
the ark, descended the mystic dove: the messenger
of peace, restored through him to our redecmed
race: and the voice of the paternal deity was heard
aloud declartng him his  beloved Son. “Thus_ was
shewn forth to us, in a sensible manncer, the trinity
of persons in that God, in whase name all to b :sav-
ed, must be bapuzed: the eternal father speaking
from onIngh: the filial deity incarnale staiding in
the water below; and the Holy Ghost jn the visible
form of a dove, hovering intermediate hetween.
This sensible manifestalion of the Godhead was,
accordirg to the areat Saint Basil, (Hom. 2, in
Psal. 28) predicted clearly in the words of the
nsalmist; The voiceof the Lord 1s upon the walers:

the GFod.of Majesly.has thundered. -
: i blem of baptism, (the

Another prefiguring em
first audanost necessary of all the sagraments, )
was Lie rainbow, set uply God in the clouds o1
heaven, the watery sign of his mercifiul covenant

furds therm animmediate intimation, or a record- | the unbaptized, so few, that the shortest memory;
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’ . cah
fe lght of the sun retracted on the cloud  which
ocodiecs that oign; so s it the hght of the Sun of )
astice. Jestis Clipst, shimne on the cloud of his !
austeries; or Lis declaratory truth, cnlightening
'H;I‘lllcnl:lld.'ll'l\ll"*v‘, (for heas the light thun en-
¢ ghicneth cvery man who cometk into this world:’,
Sobin 1) winch produces, in the Saviour's new co-

cnant of rrace, the baptismai sign of our final

holy ghostdid, and the angels are recor jed in sorip-
ture to have frequently doue.

Saint Eutyches, Patriarch of Constantinople,
who lived in the sixth century; in shewing how’
ono, receiving but a partof the consecrated species, |
receives twhole and entirethe most loly body and
adorable blood gf the Lord: uscs a similltude, whichl
goes a fur way to explain the possibility of the  si-

Another allusion

ice, sepen oxen and scven rams.
to the seven sacraments-

, Chapter 17.~—Verse 11, 12, 17. 14, All these
.promises of God, to Pavid rcgard Solomon. in tife
.lcmpornl, but Messiah, in the spiritual sense..

‘ And  Satan rose up
i:isuinst Isruely and moved David to numler Isracl.
[

conc aeos ISt Peter, savs, goes about like a rouring livn,
ahry froan the tareateied destiuction. Inthe pre- ugullx\ynuous presence 1.1 many 'l’]"""”“’f the Sa-i secking whom 'I:e’m%y devour; brings mischict upon
wrecng signoff Go s promise to Nooh and his }“0“"5}‘“"'“““)'- As 1.110 voice, says le, “h‘c,h'l

LUt i b proceeds from onc man; and to which the ajr
so-terity that he would no more doslroy. them by << responds; is whole and entire in his mouth;
water; the light is refracted in spvsn distinet co-, ¢“and penetrates whole and entlre into the cars of |

ours all contained, ull refratted, in the single white :: them, who hear it;so that one reccives neilhe'r
e and in the spintoal sign prefigured of his  ~ IMore nor less than another; because, although

Chapter 21,—Verse 1,

iis shows how the udversary, the Devil, who, s

whole nations, by tempting successlully their ru
lersto sin.  Now protestants allow thut” the devids
may tempt usto do evil; >4t not that the Saints or
Angels can insgive us to do good. Acconding to
them, weare lefl exposed {o every unequal, ani
thercfore unfair contest, We are subjected to the

) . red nee . . e ¢l acitat- ! - r eyl
romuise o the spiritual Noah, and his righteous ‘“the voice is :}bod_y,bcmg notlnnc(ke.buf 'Ea}tat‘ 'i‘;'l::];l'(s olf (m(‘llst:b,g enemies, without any .invia
ed air: it is in such manner oue and indivisible ricnds (o delend us.

oosteinty that hie widl no more suffer them to perish
i another gencal deluge of pagan infidelity and
muity: we see displayed, in the refracted light ;
. Liis declaratory truth, the seven sacraments of his'i
saving institate: none of which are producible, in
“Lwir proper hue, till baptisim, the spirvitual rain-
e, has taken his stand.  On this acconnt in Ezc-
wicl's vision of Messiab’s chariot, or his church;
.wver which he presides, to govern and direct it in
)l its movements; 2he rainbow is represented as
‘he glory, which encircles this throne. Fzechw 1,
18, :

To be coutinued.

JHR CHIEF APPARENT DIFFICULTY IN THE
DOCTRINE OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION EX-
PLAINED FROM REASON,

No rational being will deny to God, who created
A1 things out of nothing, the power of changing
sue substance into another; nor that of rendering
lnsinmediate presemce sensible in whatever for.n,
and wherever he pleases; as the Holy Ghost did in
ke form ofa dove, and againin the form ®of fery
tungues.  In thislast visible form  the divine splrit
\Aescended ow overy one of the many predetity 13 he
might have done on millions mares  And though
he was thus communicaled to every one ihdividu.
ally, he wasstill but one among all.

But, says the unbelievess in the doctrine of tran-
substantiation, the Holy Ghost isthe diviue spirit;
who is omnipresent:~—and, though Jesus Christ, as
(o4, is omnipresent; yet he eannot be so, as nao,
Vertainly not; for omnipresence is an attribute op-
1-crtz3‘m‘mg exclusively to the deity. But God’s
~muipresence shews that a spirit can bein any
=umber of places atonce. Now the body of Je-
~ns Christ, having,in its immortal state, put on the
«ualities of a spirit; in virtue of which he suddenly
+anished from the sight of the two disciples at Em-
wiaus; and suddenly stood in the midst ofhis disci-
ples, though the doors were kept shut by thero, for
sear of the Jews: there s nothing absurd in sup-
posing it possible for such a spiritual body to be
present at once in as many millions of places as
Giod pleases; and thoughit were present at the
same moment inall places within the creation; it
would nat, like tae divine omnipresence, excecd
tie bounds of finitude. At the same time we can
niore eaclly conceive how a real body can take a
visible form; tlian how a pare spirit, can; as the

.

Il

L

“ asthat all equally hear it, although there should
¢ be an audience of ten thousand persons. So,!
¢ continues the same holy fathier, no one ought to,

e doubt (hat, after the mysterious consecration, and .

¢ ¢d by virtue of the sacrifice in the consecrated-
1 species; impresses all its virtue in each of those'
§ ¢ who receive it; and is found whole and entire in:
{ ¢ them all; as in the case in the example, which
“we have adduced.” Sce Annals, 8. 111, p.
338. parisEd. We should recollect at the same
time that Jesus Christ, though man, is the eter-
| nal and omnipotent word of the father.

BIDLICAL NOTICES AND EXDPLANATIONS,
. Contintled
'\ THE FIRSTBOOK OF PARALIPOMENON.

These books are called by the Greek interpret-
er3 Puralipemeiton, that is, of things omitted; be
tcause they are i kind of supplement of such things
as v :re passed over in the books of Kings, The
Hcurews call them visr1: 1masamix, that is, the
words of the days; or Chronicles, Not that they
are the books, v:hich arc often quoted in the Kings,
under the title of, the words of the duys of the
IGingsof Fsrael, and of the Rings of Juda; for the
Books of Paralipomenon were written after the
books of kings, But because in =all probabilit
they have been abridged from those ancient twords

L]
Eicr 5—VYerses, 1, 2. In Reuben’s forfeit
is birthright in favor of Joseph, the same
imystery is alluded to, agin the tfransmission of,
Esau’s birtbright to Jacob: for Jacodb, and more
patlicularly Joseph, as from his name, and the mys-
terious circumstances of bis life appears, were pro-

|
totypes of the Saviour; in whose favor, and that of]|
together with thiir messiab, their rights of primo-

h
and the pricesthood to lievi; as of both these tribes,

Cha
'urc of

geniture. Tho princely dignity was given toJuda,
the prince of peace, and High Priest forever, Jesus
Christ was to descend.

Chapter 9-~Yerse 2. Nathineans. ‘These were
the posterity of the Gabnonites; whose office was

to bring wood, water, &c. for the service of ihe
temple.

. Chapter 11—Verse 22 Zco aricls, that is, two
lions, or men g0 called for their strangth and valor,
for Arécl, in Hebrevw, siguifies ¢ lion. D. B,

+¢¢ the holy fraction: the incorruptible, holy, immor- ;;
“tal, and life-giving blood of the Lord, being form- §;

(g Mf;' days, by Esdras, or some other sacred writer. ||

is firogeny, the clristians, the Jews made over, |

t
| have fitled kim witk the spisit of God, with wisdnm,

But no; God in his  holy
‘scriptures declares that his Angel shall encemp
lround about them who fear kim; and shall deliver
them. Ps, 33.8,

Verse 5, Z'he number §-c, The difference of thw
number here, and in 2 Kings, 24, is accounfed for
:by supposing the greater number to be that which
was really fgund;nnd the lesser that swhich Jacob
gavein. B

Verse 12;  Three years famine; which joinea
with the three foregoing years of famine, montion-
ed in 2Kings, 21, and the seventh yeor of the
Land’s resting; would make up the seven years
proposcd by the prophet, 2 Kings, 24, 18. Ibid.

Verse 16, Clothed in hair-cloth. Is such a pen-
itential weed like any thing protestani? Ir it not
scoffed at, though seriptural, by ourscriptuze-judg-

ing scctarists?

Verse 25,  Siz lundred sickles of gold, &c.—
, This was Qe price of the whole place, on tvhich
'the temple was afterwards built. I.;Jut the price of
'u;eox—ngnsﬁfzy sickles of silver. 2 Kings, 24,

L3 7Y

Chapter 23—Verse 29, Zhe priests have the
charge of the lvaves of proportion; and of the sacri~
'fice of jine flour; and of the ynleavened rakes, il
.emb] fgmaﬁc of the chiristian, unbloody, cuchansic
‘sacrifice. .

Ghapter26.—Verse 10, He khad not a ﬂr.st born.
"that is, his first born was either dend o not it
‘to be Chiefi—

Chapter 29 —Verce 20. //nd they bowed dotwen
themselves, and worslipped God, and then the King.
fIt is lawful then, according to Scripture, to warship
'the creature with an iuferior worship; notwith-
'standing what our rigid Reformists, and Particus
!arly the Quakersallege to the contrary.

.THE SECOND BOOK OF PARALIPOME-
NON .
Chapter 2—Verse 7. Send-me therefore u skil-
Jul man that ‘Inowdtl kow to work: in gold, and in
silver, in brass and in Fron in purple sn scarlet
‘and in blue; and that hath'skill 1 engraving, with
1the Artificers, whom I have wilh me in Juda and
. Jerusalem; whom Devid, my Yather, provided.
' The religion of God was always favourable to the
arts & sciences. Nay the skill of the artificers ia
declared ju seripture 10 be,inspired by God himself;
from whom aittalent,ingenvity, and wisdom flows,
indecd the human skill in all its meehanisms isbut
an imitation of the divine.~DBehold! spid the Lond
to Moses, F kavecalled by name Disaleed—gnd 2

Chapter 16~Yerse 26. They offerdd in sevri-
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af work to devise whatever maybe artificially made
of gold, and Silver, und brass; afmarble and preci-,

ous stones, and variely of wood; and I have given .
tém for his companion Eoliob—and 1 have put wis- ',

dom in the heart of every skilful man&e.  And isit.

not then surprising that our Protestant pretended

Scuipturalists should so roundly condenin the Cath- |
olic Church for cmploying so the choicest artists to.
Jecorate with all their skill in religions adornings,
and edifying representations, the house ofGod!:
‘T'heir religion in all its hranches i3 inimical to the ||
arts and sciences; and therefore ‘like the children§
of Abaddon; wherever they got a footing they al-'
ways began their pretended reform,by pulling down |
overy choiec religious monument of art; & plunder-:
ing or destroying therare or costly ornaments of*
God’s established sanctuaries, The truth is, the'
lirst reformers were put to their utmost shifts to in-
vent accusations against the Catholic church,!
which they wished 10 see proscribed and their own |
whimsigal sects cstablished in ber room,and in’

the likeness of oxen. Here is the likness of some-
thing in the earthbeneath; even of oxen, which the
Egyptians, worshipped: and the Israeliles some-
times after their example; still Solomon is not
blamed as a transgressor of God’s law, for making
such, and placing them in his temple. See also
verse 15,

He caused lions also to be engraved: as we no-

ticed above. 3 Kings, 7,29, Doesnot all this quite
shock the protestant image baters?

Chapter 5—Verse?. dndithe pricsts brough
in the ark of the covenani of the Lovdinto ils pluce;
that is, to the oracle of the temple, into the holy of:
Tolies under the wings of the cherubims.

None but the pricsts, were ever allowed to guard
the deposit of (rod’s religion. -

Chapter6. Zhen Soloman said, the Lard promised
that ke would dwell in a cloud; but Jhave built a house

this they could never hope ta succeed, without per-;
Juading the public that shewas inall the senses

they could devise,( though the acknowled only:!
church of Christ; to which alene all his promises 'l
were made,) corrupled, fallen and degraded. This "
was their reason for misrcpresenting so her holy!
doctrines and observances: and in particular for:
their calumniating railings agaiast her use of sacred ||
edifyingand instructive decorations in Ler temples: |

in the destruction and plunder of which; a tempting !
bait was held forth to the ignorant and ever change
loving rabble; and in the final seizure of her lands!
and other possessions, a rich spoil to tlie unprin- |
cipled great, their interested encouragersand abet-
tors. ‘

g Chapter 3. verse 11.—It wason ghe Jebusite's!
thresking floor that Soloman erected hig Temple ,‘
in the place which David had prepared.—It wvas on
{he threshing floor, where the wheat,the Emblem of
the just, is purified, that the true Solomon builds’
his Lhurch: for his Church is the Spiriiual threshing Z‘
iloor, on which he cleanses his wheat, before gather- h
ing it into his barn, Tt was onthe place preparedi‘

by David ; that is by the Jewish Kingly Institute :

onthe ground of the Jebusite—bought by David;|
for fifty sickles of silver. 2 Kings 24. 24, That is |
on the ground of the Gentile, for which the prefi-:|

i

yured David paid  down the silver pieces, or pur-!
chase money of his Blood which entitledhim to
claim henceforth, as his property, the posession ot
he Gentile ; on which he intended raising his Tem-
ple, toreceive within it the Ark of the Jewish Co-+;
venan! : that is, absorb in his now fixed and perfec-
ted Religion the figurative and transient oneof the
Jews, On thatfloor, the Destroying Angel, at the :
prayer of David, offering himself, as the guilty one
a victun of propitation for his people, was bid to
sheath his sword ; that which is spiritually realized
in the merciful Dispensation of Jesus Christ.
Verses 10,11, 12,13, ‘Werethegolden cheru-
bims, herein described, not graven images; nor the
likenoss of anylhing in the henvens above? Did
not Svlomon then, according to Protesthots, break

10 his name, that he might dwell thereforever. He
dwellsfin the clond of his revealed mysteries,a cloud

| impenetrable to man, during thislife. But the Sa-

viour has built a house to hisg name, his. one, holy,
catholic and apostolical church, that pe might dwell
there forever. There, as in Solomon’s temple, that
cloud, in which God dwells, is seen fo fill the
Louse, where the worshippers pour forth in joint ac-
cord their praises to the Lord, and say: Give glory

'to the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endureth||

for ever. Ch, 5. v.13: :

Chapter 6—verse 34.  If the people go out to
war against their enemies by the way that thou shalt
sendthem ; (not in spiritugl sense by the way
which they shall choose themselves,) and adore
thee towards the why of this city, whick thou hast
chosen ; and the house which I have built, That
is, in their religious worships and. belief, they are
alwas to keep in view the Saviour’s revelations to
his Church. -Theyare fo adore God towards the
way of the house which the Redecmer has built;
and to lookin no other direction.

Chapter 7,—verse 1. Fire came down from hea-

fipen. So it didin the form of fiery Tongues, to

canfirm the dedication of the Saviours’s new Tem-
ple, his Church, the house built by the irue Solo-

i mon, for the Lord to dwell in for ever.

Verse 9, And e made on the eighth day a solemn
assembly. The eigbth day is the Christian Sabbath

{here alluded toon the first day of the week.

Chapter 9. The Queen of Sabais ‘an emblem
ofthe Gentile Churchi.

Verse 9. There were na such spices, as those
whih the Queen of Saba gave to King Solomon.
Of'spices the incense was made, and incense was
theé emblem of prayer, or worship. Now God de-
clarcs, Malachy 1, 11.  That there was no such
iacccptablc worship paid to him by the Jews, as

ithat which would becone day paidto him by the
| Gentiles, ,

Chapter 15,—verse 3. The prephecy here men-

Chapter 4.—Verse 4. 4nd under it there was|

el, after the rejection ot the Saviour, and their finad
conversion.

Chapter 19,—verse 3. But good works are fuund
in thee. Yet Luther and the first reformers denicd
all the meritarious efficacy of good words.

Eud of the second book of Paralipomerno:n.

We heg to inform our Readers, that on Satur
daty, the 9th. Inst. the first Number of the 3d. vol-
ume ofthat cxcellent Paper the Catholic Press.
edited at Hart-ford, Con. U. 8. at $2. full amount
for the vear, will be issued in an enlarged form.

Continued Extract From Charity,
A M. S, POEM.

The tender two-fold duty, well observ’d,
First God to love supremely, as supreme ;
Th’ essential excellence : next, for his sake,
" Our fellow man ; his child and image dear ;
' Is all our task enjoin’d. A task how sweet !—Matt. xxi
! That ev’n its own fulfilment here repays [57,38, 8¢
With bliss begun, that’s perfectedin heav’n,
Yor still the measure of our bliss is love :
And happiest they, who most its influcnce fecl,
And feeling least opposc.  Ah ! what were life '
But wretchedness ; did love not daily yield
Its dear delights ; that make existence sweet,
Aud pleasing ever felt our sense of being ?
While theirs is mis’ry hopeless and extreme,
Whose doom at length, forlove’s long sligthted love,
| Is never ought to love. - From love’s domain
1A bannish’d, hateful, self-abhorring crew,
t They hopeless roam : and would, if but allow’d,
Their sensc of pain in self destruction end.

. Ev’n here on ecarth, where mercy checrs the scene,
guilt so ﬁloomy made, not few are seen

hus wretched and self-hating : round their minds

{ When some foul passion’s inteme?ting cloud

| Has settled dismal : and th' enliv ning ray

| Of charity repels ; till cold, and numb’d,

i And frozen quite ; their Learts at length become

To all insensible, but anguish keen ;

That thrills inccysant through their inmost frame ;

And frequent shakes with horror’s deadly chill

Their shudd’ring souls :_till,-in some luckless hour,

Nao object by their jaundic’d sight espied

i In nature not disgusting ; dark dispair

O’erwhelms them sudden ; and their frantic hand

Arms, ’gainst themselves upraised : impatient thus

With Joathed life their careless ill to end.
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