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ITEMS OF INTEREST. |

FROM MANY PLACES.

A Great Petition. !

A memorisl in {favor of the closing of\
public houses on Sunday has been pre-!
pared for presentation to th. British!
Governwent. It is one of the most re-|
markable documents of the sort that!
has yet been presented, being signed
by 18,542 clergymen representing near-\
ly every religious denomination. Clas-|
sified according to denominations the!
clergymen signing are as follows: —

Church of England 1,993 |
Congregational 1,924 |
Wesleyan.. ... .. 1,606,
Baptist............... 1,334
Primitive Methodis! . . . u2g’
Roman Catholic .... . . R 523!
United Methodist Free Church. 435
Presbyterian ........... .. . 252,
Bibile Christian .... .. . . 1%
Methodist New Connexion ... 176
Unitarian, . ............. 17!
New Church ... ..... .. 30!
Reformed Episcopal, etc 3'_’!
—_—

Total............... TR

Sooialists For Temperance.

—

A specinl correspondent of the New '
York Voice writing from Brussels in .
Belgium under date August 15th, gives |
an nccount of the organisation of «
Nauonal Socialist Anti-Alcoholic League !
in atliliation with the Belgium working
men's party. ‘The constitution of the
new organisation declares that its object |
is to combat the use of alcohnl as n|
boverage. The members are pledyed.
to total abatinence, '

A Wonderful Record.

Forward, the Nova Scotia Sons of
Temperance paper, publishes an inter-
esting tatle prepared by Heary 1. Faxon
ex-Mayor of Quincy, Mass., showing the
progress made by his city in the past
seventeen years, during which tine the
electors Liave steadily voted aganst h-
cense, the vote polled in 1898 bei p
for license, 1,191, against license 2.126.

The statements furnished by Mr. Faxon
give the jollowing interesting lacts e
garding the position of the city in 1803,
as compared with its position in 1881,
the last year that license was in oper-|
ation.

1881 1598

Population. ...... 11,855 23,549
Valuation........ $7,560,351$19,236,~32
Savings Bk Deposits 173,950 485,453
No. of Depositors.. 2,530 7,411
New Houses built.. 24 236
Paid for support of

poor......... 15,415 8,534

Mr. Faxon compares Quincy with the
ether cities of the state, showing that
it presents a maivelously iavorable con.
trast in emounts paid for support of
poor, cost of police and arrests for
drunkenness.

A Great Collapse.

lg is only & short time since English
capitalists invaded the United States
buying up and consolidating hreweries
throughout the country. ~ Altogether
gomne saventy-nine extensive breweries
were purchased and consolidated into
some twenty-lour trusts or combines,
Heavily inflated stock was issued and
investors expected to make a gieat
deal of money. These expectations have
been wonderfully disappointed. The
total capitalization amounted to ¥62.
835,914 and at the value of the shares
as now quoted in the KEnglish market,
the total stock is only worth $15,810,125,
1t will thus be seen that th deprecia-
tion hss already amounted to over fifty
million dollars.

Encouraging Progress.

The annual statistical returns of the
Primitive Methotist Connection in Jrent
Britain contain much information re-
garding the progress of the temperance
cause in the denominacion The reports
show in operation [,Ju9 Bands of Hope
with 220,803 members and 316 adult
temperance societies with a membership
of 87.877. The total increase in abstain-
ets reported for the last year is 10,060,

THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT.

SOME SPECIMLEN CASES.

The past few weeks have been un-
nsually prolitic in sad ealamities directly
attributable to intemperance. The col-
umns of our daily papers have given
atartling evidence of the extent to which
we have been harvesting the fruits of the
liquor traflic. From among the catastro-
phies that resulted tataily, the following
may be cited :—

I'wo colored men were « inking in a

“hotel together in Wind-or. 1me of them
‘who was pretty well intoxicated, was

found shortly after, murdered and rob.
bed. His companion was arrested for
the oftence.

A number of men got on a big spree at
Welland, Ont., on the evening of August
12th. Next morning the deal bo.ly ol
one of them was fished out of the canal.

A horrible tragedy occurred not lorg
ago near Sidney, C. B.  I'wo drunken
wmen quarreled 1n a boat which they up
set in their dispute. Both were diowned
A third man who was with them was un
uble to rescue them. 'the drowned men
were brothers in-law and !eave two wives
and seven children to be suppotted by
others.

At Simcoe, Unt., on the cvening of
August 5th, 8 bricklayer who had been
drinking hard, was seen going n the
direction of the railway track. About
eleven o'clack a train struck him, prob
ably while he was asleep, and Lurled hun
into eternity 1n & mowmert.

A reliable correspondent from Rat
Portage writes as follows :— Some tine
ago an Indian belonging to the lLebas
kong reserve, got whiskey when in our
town, went hore and had a big spree.
While under the influence of drink, he

Civilisation.

The ofticial returns for the first five
months of 1899 show that under the rule
of the United States, liquor is poured
at a fearful rate into the countries re
eently acquired from Spain. The total
value of intoxicating liquors exported
to the different countries for the whole
of the year 1898 as compared with the
value of that shipped during the fve
months named is shown in the follow-

ing table:—

8% 1898 Five mos. of 1899
$472,272
191,422

Puerto Rico. ...
o0 86,833

"337

took up his lttle child eleven months
nld, one of the most beautiful children
in the country. ‘T'he little tot was just
able to stand alone. He was very fond
oi the child and uiten let her stand on
his band and would toss her u and
eateh her again. 7This be tried to do now
but his hand was unsteady and the little
creature fell backward, breaking her
spine and after a few hours of intense
suffering died. Her father and mother
were almost inconsolable with grief.

And yet in spite of such cases as these,
there are men, white men, who to makea
few shillings, will sell these people
drick. Shame on such people, defying
law and regariless of consequences of
their actions. Verily s day of reckoniug
must come for them,

The Philippines

WISE WORDS, WORTH WEICHING.

No vote can be lost or thown nway
when 1t 18 cast against corrupt political
parties, or to express desive tor & relorm
i government.  Always vote for a prin.
ciple, though you have to alone, and you
can cherishh the sweet reflection that

your vote is never lost —<John Quincy
Adams

The woral tone ot the commumty is
lowered by licensing the liquor tratlic
Fhere 19 no single channel through
which such depths of misery flow over
the human race as though this. No
ravages ol disease, no devastions of
nuture, no kinds of vice of crime work
such woe as this.—- Prof. J. H. Seelye, D. D.

As well try to regulate a rattlesnake
by holding it by the tail as to permnt
and then attewpt to regulate saloons.
The way to regulute a rattlesnake is to
kiil it, smash i1ts head—-its tail may live
until sundown, but it cannot bite. The
wiy to regulate the hquor business is te
kill 1ts head, the licensed grog-shop--
the school ol vice, crime, and pohlitical
eortuption. =J. B. Finch,

Some people say the saloons pay the
revenue and so save the people immense
amounts of money. What generous fel-
lows suloonkecpers are tn be sure!
They drain the pockels of the people,
mostly thie poorer classes, then from
their immense profits they turn a small
shure over to the government. Who

ays the revenue after all?--Indiana

alriot-Phalan.r,

Drunkenness is the curse of Englind—
a curse s0 great that it far eclipses every
other calamity under which we sutler.
It is impossible to exag serate the evil of

drunkenness.

1 can keep no terms with a vice that

[fills our gaols, destroys the comfort.
homes anu the peaco of fumilies, and
llebases the people of these islands.—
| Lord Chief Justice Coleridge.
. I'o do away with this ghastly curse, to
‘wipe this fretting plague-spot from our
I uational life, to save another generation
“from the buwrden, the shame, and the
ruin which one preventable vice has
iinflicted on our own, is emphatically
"the tnsk wnich we, ot this gencration,
(have to do. No work that any nation
ever hal to do can be more immediately
and, indeed, overhelming important.—
Dean Farrar.

It is always interesting to trace the
origin of popular phrases, 1 wonder
how many readers have heard the source
of the hackneyed phrase, * I'ha skeleton
of the feast., [t 13 smd that it dates
back to the time ot the Pharaohs.
lhose kings were so convinced of the
evils of strong drink that when the wine
at their banquets was beginning to * tell,
a skeleton, crowned with a funeral
wreath, wus placed in the centre of the
guests, Happily, nowadays one of the
distinguishe:| features of our publ ¢ and
private festivities is the patrounge
accorded to * Polly and Jo' (as Punch
called Apollinaris and Johunnis), and
similar non-intoxicating drinxs — The
Temple Magazine.

«Shall th» throne of iniquity have
fellowship with thee, which trameth
mischief by a law 7"+ A law {ramed to
protect evil is a method of f{raming
mischief by a law. A law which assumes
that a thing is wrong, and yet tolerates
it; which attempts only to check and
regulate it, without utterly prohibiting
it ; which aims to derive a revenue from
it tor the purpose ot gnvernment ; which
makes that which is morally wrong legal,
is one of those things in human affairs
with which the throne of God can have
no fellowship.— Albert Barnes, D.D.

— = — e—no——

Lat us suppreas this svstematic ageney
for tha temptation and nun of men,
With abasolute certainty while it remainas,
this trattic will powerfully resist us at
every point.  Our moral means have no
Televancy to this part of the work. The

eney 18 now intrenched n a fortress as
impregnable ns rock to all mnere influence
and wrgumentution,  The whole artillery
of moral suasion glances lrom it as a
powerless mipertinence, harmless as the
pattering ot hail on a rock. (he strong
arm of law alone can reach it. Our
business now 13 with the tratlic. We
must stop this  authorized trade 1n
destructivedrinks.—H. D. Kitchell, D. D,

Before God and man, betore the chirreh
and the world, | impeach intemperance.
[ charge 1t with the murder of innumer.
able souls. 1 charge it as the cause ol
alost all the poverty, and almost ull
the crime, and almost ali the 1gnorance,
and almost all tue iwreligion that disgrace

and afilict the lund. [ do in my con-
science believe that these intoxicating
stmulunts have sunk into perdition
more men and women than found a
grave in the deluge which swept over
the hightest hill-to)s, engulting the world,
of which but eighit were saved. As com-
pared with other vices, it may be said of
this : “Suul has slain his thousands, but
this David his tens of thousands”—Dr,
Chalmers.

To sanction by luw the 1ecruiting and
equipping of suchi an enemy (the hiquor
tiaftic), and the sending out of him to
desolate the fairest portion of (iod's
heritage, is an outrage upon all principle,
not only of patriotism, but ot humarity,
which bids defiance to parallel in the

listory of legislation. It is an outrage
too gross for sober con-ideration. [t
woula seem to be hardly possible, in
view of its fruits, that it should be
tolerated we will not eay 1n any Christian,
tut 1 any civilized State. Even pagan.
ism under the first rays of civihzation,
had almost instinctively denounced it.
And were it not for the pestilental
moral atmosphere which it produces, and
the deteriorating and stupefying eftects
which that atmosphere occasions, its
continuance would seem to be hardly
possible, or its removal need anything
more than its own doing.—Juslin FKd-
wards, D.D,

There was a time when the temper-
ance movement was largely the struggle
of a lew poor victims ol the traflic to
freo thewmselves. That day has passed.
The reform has beconie a part of the
religious faith ot the nation, and in spite
of all the sophistries and work of the
drunkard-inakers and their aiders and
abettors, the day is not far distant when
the State will no sooner license a man to
carry on a business to debauch the loved
ones of the women of this land, than it
will license a man to steal the jewels
from their jewel.cases.—~John B. Finch.

The church of to-day, much more the
church of the future, must take to its
heart the duty of combining and massing
i 8 forces against that gigantic atrocity
of christian civilization that mothers
nine-tenths of the woes and sorrows that
blight and curse our modern age—the
traffic in intoxicants, which hides its
deformity under formis of law. Are we
reduced to the shame of admitting that
s civilisation that has grown up around
our altars is impotent to cure the evil?
If ever the pulpit had the right, the
duty to flame with unsparing rebuke, it
is here.—Bishop R. 8. ler,
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THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN,
The plan ot campaign set out in the|
Cuur Firg of Angust is meeting withi
strong commendation in every part of
the Dominion. The principles snd ineth
ods which it details are warmly np-
proved and in many places steps are
heing taken to carry them into prac
tical operation. Ccnventions are being
planned, and organization arranged for,

Now is the time for action, Meetings
should be held as early in the cool
weather as possible. All preparations
ought to be made long enough before.
hand to ensure their heing perfect.
f.lections sometimes come on unexpect-
edly. We must be always ready. The
Alliance Secretary is always ready to
give information, advice and assistance.
Write him if needful. In any case push
on the work.

TOTAL PROHIBITION. "

‘The total prolubition of the manu~§
facture importation and sale of intoxi-;
cating liquors for beverage purposes, is|
the only legislative method of dealingl
with the liquor traflic that can be ac
cepted as final or satistactory. For t.hats
antd towards that we must continually,
work. We may, liowever, accept and
use any measure of prohibition that pro-
meres progress or rehief.

The udverse vote of Quebec s paraded
as a reasun why the Dominion Parlia.|
ment should not enact a prohibitory |
law to take effect in that province, We |
do not admit that the reason advanced
is a sound one. We say however at!
once, that even that adverse vote can
only he cited in its relationship to the
province in which it was polled. The
Dominion as a whole gave a substan-
tial majority in favor of prohibition.
‘I'he liquor favoring vote of Quebec can-
not by any process of sophistry be twisted
into the appearance of a reason for re-
fusing prohibition to the reat of the!
country.

To say that Untario, with her mighty
majority ior temperance, must still sub-
mit to the wrong of legalized debauch-
ery because Quebec is not ready to give
it up, is an outrage ou all decency and |
fair p'ay. To suggest that we take some-
thing less than what we voted for is
very unfair. We voted for total pro-
hibition. That we must have. We want
no manufacture, no importation, no sale,

‘ through the action ot men who are not

i the party.

If Parliament is determined to continue
the liquor traffic in Quebec because
Quebec wants it, then parliament must

| who are independent, never free enough

find a plan of contining that liquor
traffic to Quebec.

Tho whole plebiscite cempaign was!
conducted so far ar the prohibitionists
were concerned with maderation, reason
and fuir play. We have not followed |
up our victory with any unreasonable!
impatience or extravagant tlvmnnds.!
We must however nsi<t upon at least :
such Jegislation as no one can say our,
vate (id nat warrant, and the very least |
that parliament can reasonably offer is
total prohibition for all Canada outside
l

PARTY BONDAGE.

Wa do not profess at this time to dis. !
cuss the question of whetheror not party :
zovernment is the most desirable, or the
only practicable, method of managing .
public »ilairs 10 a countiy hke ours. |t~
may be admitted that the party system
is right without any weakening of the:
argument against party tyranny on the:
one handl and party subserviency on the;
other. :

There are times and instances in which
parties are separated from each other by '
difterences ol opinion regarding impor- |
tant 1ssues.  Men rally round ideas and !
unite to strive to secure the embodiment !
of those 1dcas in law. There are other
cases in which the rallying is merely:
round a party nhame, or an organization
that has for its main object the obtuining
or retaining of office and power. Any
good  that comes from partyism must
come from the partyism of ideas. All
the evil comes from the partyism of blind
adher:nce to traditions or names, and
the greed for ottice and emolument.

It follows ther that all the ndvantage
that can come from partyism must come |

extreme partisans. Fortunately for so
ciety there are many men of principle
and character who will not follow leader-
ship that they believe to be wiong. If
the party which they hive been support-
ing adopis a policy or methods of which
they disapprove, they are realy to leave
Hence party leaders are im-
pelled toward the devising of wise ol
ic1rs ard the adoption of such ideals as
will conmand approval and attract <up-
port,

[t i« true that many men, some of them
loudest in their professions of party
loyalty, are selfish enough to unhesita.
tingly desert the party with which they
have beei connected, if they believethat
they will personally be financislly bene- |
tited by the triumph ot the other party.
They are also ready to change sides,
and party leaders sometimes pay much
attention to their views and desires.

It will thus be seen that the purely
party men, those who pride themselves
in their loyalty to the party to which
their forefathers belonged, are the men
who have least influence and are of least
use. The men who determine polities,
the men who force issues, the men who
ensure progress, are those who must be
considered, who will not yield unthink.
ing allegiance to any party authority,
T'he man who is ready to l-ave his
party if his party goes wrong, is a
power for good, bur the man who stands
by his party under all circumstances,j
imagining that he is therefore a party|
strength, is the man whose views ure!
least considered, »nd whose opinions%
have least weight.

The men who will vote Conservative
or Liberal according to the methods and
principles of the Liberal or Conservative
leaders, govern the country to-day. The
men who are party first, well deserve

to be called party slaves. They are
simply the political chattels of those

and feared enough ta be considered and
respected.

THE CAMP FIRE
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POETICAL QUOTATIONS.

Touch the goblet no more ;

It will make thy heart sore

To its very core.

Its perfume is the breath

Of the Angel ot Denth :

And the light that within 1t hes
[3 the flash of his evil eyes,

For sorrow, sickness, anid care
Are all there.

--Hewry W, Longfellow,

Truth forever on the scattold,
Wrang forever on the throne ;
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
And behind the dim Unknown

Sitteth God within the shadow,
Keeping watch above His own.

—James Russell Lowcell.

Wherever Giod erects a house ol prayer,
The Devil's sure to build a chapel thare;
And ‘twill be found upon examination,
I'he Devil has the largest congregation.

—Dantel Defoe.

A weapon that comes down as still

As snowflakes fall upon the sod :
But executes a freeman’s wiil,

As lightring does the will of God ;
And from its force, nor doors, nor locks,
Can shield you ; 'tis the ballot-box.

John Pierpont.

He who drinks when he's hot
To keep himself cool,

Adils the vice of the sot
‘I'o the deed of a fool.

H{e who drinks when he's cool
T'o keep himself hot,

Adds the deed of a fool
T'o the vice of a sot.

—G. W. Bungay.

Thou sparkling bowi! thou sparkling
bowl !
Though lips of bards thy brim may
press,
And eyes of beauty o'er thee rol),
And song and dance thy power confess,
I will not touch thee ; tor there clings
A scorpion to thy side, that stings.

—John Pierpont.

Once to every man and nation comes the
moment to decide,

In the sirife of Truth with Falsehood, and was thoroughly respected by a wide

for the good or evil side ;

Some great cause, God's new Messiah,
offering each to bloom or blight,
Parts the goats upon the left hand, and

the sheep upon the right,—
And the choice goes by forever, "twixt
that darkness and that light.

-~James Russell Lowell.

John Aduws lies here, of the parish of
Southwell,

A carrier who carried his can to his
mouth well ;

He carried 80 much, and he carried so
fast,

He could carry no more—so was carried
at last ;

For, the liquor he drank, being too
much for one,

He could not carry-off—so he's now
curri-on.

—Byron.

O madness, to think use of strongest
wines

And strongest drinks our chief support
of health,

When God, with these forbidden, made
choice to rear

His mighty champion, strong above
compare,

Whose only drink was from the liquid
brook.

—Miton.

% Far hence be Bacchus' gifts,” Hector
rejoined.

“ Inflaming wine, pernicious to mankind,

Unnerves the limbs, and dulls the noble
mind.

Iet chiefs abstain—and spaze the sacred
Jjuice

To sprinkle to the gods—'tis fitter use.”

—Homer.

!_

RESCUED, YET LOST.

By 11, Hotuk (Honorary Secretary of the
C'ommercial  Travellers’ Chustian
Assaciation).

One fine morning in April, some years

. ago, [ found myself, in the course of my

usual South Coast journey, in the Mitre

! Hotel at Chatham, at that time a roomy,

old fashioned hostelry, with a tine howling
green in its rear. [ had done a fair

, umonnt of business by noon, and, having

no other engagement till after dinner,
was just passing out to the green, tu
enjoy a saunter in the sunshine, when |

jmet in the hall a brother commercial

whom [ had known for some years, not
intimately, but in the usual friendiy
fashion ot those who, teavelling over the
sume ground, frequently meet, and grow

pleasuntly famil’nr,
[ knew he was not staying in the
hatel, his quarters being elsewhere.  As

we met he seized my hand in a some-
what warm and excited manner, and
detaining it in his, asked if lLe might
speak with me a few moments.

“ Cartainly, | am quite at lesure,” [
replied ; “and if you step out with e
to the bowling green as there is no one
there, we shiull be quite free from inter-
ruption.”

We diddl so. Seiz’ng my arm, as wo
strolled over the yrass, | noticed thnt
his whole frame was trembling with
excitement, and [ was somewhat aston.
ished when he suldenly exclaimed, * {
am going mad! [ am going mad!"

Betore this | had noticed nothing
particular in his demeanour. ! knew he
wus of a lively, excitable, antl somewhat
quick and irritable disposition: but |
wus qu:ite unprepared for lis next
exclamation :

“ Yes, rir, | am just gong off into
delirium tremens; but | knew you
were a kind, earnest man, and felt sure
von would help me it you could. What
am | todo?”

From his appearance [ judged that he
wight not be quite o bad as he thought
he was. After-experience showed me
that his was one of those temperaments
which, with the help of a fine constitu-
tion, could carry an immens+ amount of
strong drink without showing it. | had
no ides, though so often meeting him,
that he was an habitual drinker, and
seldom went sober to bed ; but so it was.

The tale he unfolded was sad in the
extreme. But, not to anticipate, I mav
state that he represented oune of the
best and largest city firms. le was
well and widely known, holding a goosd
position, and for years had the high
respect and esteem of his firm, who had
reposed the highest confidence in him.
He made a large and profitable return,

range of the best class of customers
over the ground he covered. But
gradually a change had come over his
standing with the firm. His orders had
diminished in size antd regularity, and
twelve months hefore they had taken
off his salary, and placed him on com-
m.ssion only.

“And now,” saml the poor fellow,
whilst every limb shook, *“ | am expect.
iny every post my final dismissal. Why
yesterday [ drank a bottle of port wine,
nine glasses of brandy, eight glasses of
old ale, and a quantity of sherry and
bitters, and [ have been going at about
the same rate for over three weeks.
During that time [ have not seen my
wite and children. [ am unfit to go
home. [ cannot write out my sheets;
but some of my customers have written
out their orders on my sheets for me.
What am I todo? [ dread to meet my
wife and children. My home will be
broken up, and we shall soon be beggars.”

He wept like a child. Much more to
the same eftect he told me, as we
sauntered over the green. It was a
paintul position, but 1 felt it must be
met somehow.

To his oft-reiterated request, * What
must | do?” [ at last replied: —

“You must act like a man. You
know your danger, and, what is better,
you know and freely acknowledge its
cause, Make up your mind. All is not
lost yet. Now or never! You must
give up the drink at once and for ever,
and be determined by God's help you
will never touch it again,”

*Give up the drink!" he exclaimed.
“Howoan [? It will kill me at once.”

“The old fallacy,” 1 said. * A devil's
lie, which has hurried many a mman on to
s drunkard's hell. Ask the best
physicians in London, and they will



tell you that ¢ is tha ouly way ot oscn[-e] Fortnnately, an leaving the hotel that! Bt o resiine,

you have.”

For a moment he seamed staggerel
at my firm assertion. He needed i
handling. and | knew 1hat ne hal a
dogged will of hig own, it 1t couid only
he arousel.

But the-next moment, i despairing
tones, he went on:—

“ [How can [, after traming <0 mauy of
my customers to take wine with me
every journuy ? ‘lhey all look for it, and
[ could not do my trade without st.”

* Another lallacy ! Depend upon it,
my dear friend, il in a mauly, quiet way
yvou et them know the ri<k you have
ran, you will find that you will not lose
a single customer worth having. Here
and thers vou may lose a shaky one,
but your time will be mare profitubly
spent in seeking worthier men.”

“ But it { do, how can [ asa commercial
traveller gn in and out of the hotels, sit
down to dinner, or spend the night in o
commercial room without drinking 7"

! conless that this qrestion was a
harder one to meet at that time than it
wnow. It was in the Jays of the old
wine dinners, when every man was
expected to pay his share of the wine,
whether he drank 1t or not, and do other
th ngs ia the drinking line for the * good
of the house.” ‘I'he man who shirked
the dinner, i.e, “ boxed Harry,” as 1t is
technically termed, or who tfor con-
science sake refused to drink intoxicants,
i those days was regarded by the elife
of the roud as un outer barbarisn, un-
worthy of the comnmercial roomn, and by
many of the landlords was looked at
askane , treated by the waiters with a
sort of ineflable scorn, and by the
usually civil ¥ boots "’ with contem ptuous
indifference! It was a trying orideal for
any man with nerves, or respect for him-
sell, and few cared to run the gauntlet.
No tiying has it proved to many high-
minded men, that the writer once heard
Mr. Samuel Morley assert that he was
exceedingly glad when the time came
for him to quit the commercial room.

lhank Gou! those days are past.
The life of a commercial will always
prove an ordeal to the weak-kneed, un.
lecided character; but if & man has the
rvight 1ing of high character and indomit-
able pluck, he has fewer temptations to
go wrong, and more help to go right,
than in the old drinking day of the past,
when to sit down to a wine dinner,
especia ly on the Sunday, might mean
anything between 5s. and lis. per
man.  ‘The consequences may be better
tmagined than described,

But to resume. My reply was: It
must be tried at any risk. You know
thut 1 am not a teetotaler myself, but if
you will go in with me now, this Sth day
of April, and pledge yourself to do with.
out intoxicants of any kind for six
months, [ will ple tge myself with you
by God’s help to /o it. 1t is of little
use asking you to do a thing I won't do
myselt.”

It was & trying moment. I could see
that my friend was suffering veritable
agony. The sweat stood in great beads
on his forehead. We took a turn or two
in silence. ‘Then pulling himselftogether,
he remarked : —

+ No half measures will save me now.
I willdoit!"

“Thank God!"
with me to dinner."”

It seemed almost a mockery to ask a
man in his state to dinner. But two
ends were served—it prevented bim
#oing back to his own hotel with no one
to help him to resist the temptation
there, and it publicly comautted him to
the course we had taken.

| was president of the day. We sat
down. | explained the circumstances,
with my friend's permission, and said :
* As president, I will order wine in the
way you tequire, but [ and my friend
must neither touch it nor pay for it ; but
will pay an extra price to the landlord
tustead.”

There was some demur, but [ carried
my point. | felt, I think righteousy,
indignant with one, who did all in his
power to persusde our poor friend “to
take a hair of the dog that bit him”"—a
f)iece of mischievous proverbial lore that
s lured mauy a poor struggling wretch
to his ruin,

After this I persuaded my friend to
see a dootor, and then get home as
yaickly as ible. It was Friday after-
noon, and [ arranged with humn t0 meet
me on the following Monday at the Bull
liotel, Sittingbourne, so that we might
travel together,

I said, “ Now come
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We tiavelled to
memorablo abtermaon, hemat w custowear | gether till we reached Haustiigs, whero
who hiad often deank with him. e toud our ways parted | shall never forget
humy the state he was in, and the pledge | the difference in the face of our now
he had taken, Po his surprise this o, phappy friend  Health restored, full of
who had sutfered fram debring himself, | vigour and encrgy, ha came to me the
stid i The gentleman who hias per | iast night we were together that journey,
sunded you to do this 1« the best friend (in the Old Swan Hotel, at Hastings, ard
you ever had, and | know it 1s tho only , with a jubilant light on his countenance,
thing that can save vour ife.” sail, % | have done aver £230 to-day, and
To my great detizhit iy triend met me 't helieve 1 could have done a tithe
on Monday. lle was better, though he cof 1t with & gluss of wine inme!”
;nml' felt V"}"y b“")- ,,' ;'el Test at home | Thyee manths after that | met him
& somewhat steadied his nervess A g, | have seldom seen a finer
formidable ifficulty presentel atself. preturs of rude, vobust health,  He was

IMPORTANT.
Tourosro, 134,
Dgan Friksn,

You are respectifully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Firs,
n neat four-page montnly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments : contain
ing also a valuable sminmary of the

lutest news ubout our cauve, L is just

e told me that he hind /n appointment ' :+ beet of i ing "

with one of his best cu«m:lu'ers tlwrn,|:::ﬁ‘(‘!:.(,,:,“;r,t.m spurits, and doing 4 mng

which woulkl probably take lun the! The next .time 1 met him was m|

greater part of the day. ** When dinner Margate, a fow days before the expiration '

time comes he will ask e, as usual, to: ¥ KT ey hs' pled !

dime with huny and he generally pro- o (m,' mx umn% 1 e go

vides an extrn bottle of wine,  Whatean'  * Now, my friend,” | '.'""l' “what about

1say?" ! the pledge~—are you going o drop 1, or
“Tell hun that you are especially en. . Ctrry iton for ever?” :

gaged to meet me at inner to«lay, and! % Drop it!" ho replied. = Why, 1t you

that | can take no excuse. But,” [!oftered me o gluss of wine in one haud’

!

what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

The victory won  Last  year wis
only the apening of a campnign in
which the liguor teaftic will do its
utimost to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our sceuring the ennctment
and enforcement of prohibitory law,

added, “wmake a clean breast of it: let ! and a thousand pounds in the other it we have plenty of hard fighting ahead
him know the rtate you are m, and thel wonld drink 1t, I wouldn't doit. Do!lgf na. We mus: keep posted and
pledge you have tuken.” lyou know | huve received no less tlmn{m uipped, knowing all that s bemng
It happened just us he hid anucipated, | four letters of congatulations from llw.,d' p‘ R friend .l foe d
this clienc told him that he had just had [ firm dupmg the last six week upon the | one hy our riends and Toes, an
in some of the best port wine he ever!ehormious incrense in my returns, The, sophistry and misrepresentation that
tasted, and remurked: ¢ Wae will crack | best day's work they ever did for me, will beadvanced.

a bottle, and finish the order afterwarde,” [ Was 1o put me on commission. The Camp Fire will be one of the

| never;
o8 X g de s d ey i ; S ' . :
It was « great temp ation, hut suy (made somuch money in my hfe ! best aids you can have in the struggle.

friend's st:ong will conquered, and he
told s customer exactly how he stond,
When he heard it, to my ltiend’s great
surprise, the generous, kind-hearted
man, a true gentlemar, stretched his
hand across the counter, andd snid: “|
am right glad to hear it; go and dine
with your triend, and thank him for me.
When you have finished come back, an:d
I will tnake the order as lirge as I can.”

This was n powerful lift. The fact was,
thut our friend was highly esteemed
amongst the best of his customers.  They
had seen his dunger, and were glad to
help him to retain his former pomition.

We travelled together for some time.
fle took 4 seat in my trap, sending his
luggage by rail.

Day by day he became freer from the
effects of excess, Each day at dinner
we had to fight the old batile over again.
We were, as a matter of course, un
mercifu.ly chaffed; but [ am pretty
certain the wine drinkers by no means
got the best of it. As a sample of
its g neral effect: When we were din-
ing with n large party at the old Royal
LVak, Dover, the president, whoin | knew
weil to be a sufterer, leant hiy head upon
his hand, and in & most depressed tone
ejuculated, * Well, | can only say [ wish
I could do the same thing.”

“ What,” | exclaimed, *“you know it
does you harm, and you have not the
manliness to say * No!' Come, that 1
not like you, make up your mind, and
jnin us in trying it out.”

But we made no converts that journey,
The whote thing seemed so startling,
My friend's account of hiwmself was
listened to eagerly, and the expeiiment
was watcheld with great interest. | had
anticipated the greatest difficulty with
the lamllords und waiters. [ madeita
point to tell them, asking them tocharge
us something extra for dinner, lo make
up for the profit on the wine. To my
surprise, on the following journey, there
were notices in many of the best hotels,
to the effect that “ Gentleman no: taking
wine at dinner will be charged one
shilling extra.”

Fhis was the real beginning of the
breakdown of the strict wine system on
the South Coast, and with gratitude 1
remember—and that to the honor of the
landlords - no real difficulty was placed
in our way. Many, too, of our con:-
mercial friends, who felt not the slightest
inclination to give up the wine them-
selves, when the facts of the case became
known, gladly helped us all they could.
As an instance ol this, | may state that

some two years after, as [ was about to,
»it down to dinner in one of the best |

known hotels in Brighton, I told the
president, & stranger 10 me, that [ did
not join in the wine.

divided with them the bill. [ wus

saved the trouble of either protesting or,

‘ Verily,
'istandeth take heed lest he tall.”

He at once, some-
what offensively, said that he could not
}"" mit me to sit down with them unless, g5444 holds its 26th annual convention

| “And what about your

children?” | queried.
“lappy as the day is long. | never

nuss reaching home on Saturlays now,

thankfulness for us all. No bad head.
aches. Temper all right. | have a
good chance of saving something for
the rainy day.”

For about four years we met much as
usual on our journeys. The rescued
man way nlways the asame, full of fine
animal spirts; busy as a bee, and the

have said, he was a man of strong will
nnd prompt action. But one thing very
often raised in my mind sirong misgiv.
ings. | knew what great dange: there
was when s constitution like his had
once been saturated and diseased with
strong drink. | had read that even
John QGough, the great Temperance
orator, dare never trust himaelf even to
take the ordinary Sacramental wine,
and was compelled to avoil even the
smell of it to his Jying day. [ felt the
lonly safety for such a man was in
t Christ.  But my friend was not a con.
vertel man. He was a professing
| Christian, nothing more. My poor ef.
{ forts failed to show him the difference.
"fle trusted in his own strength, and
Iluughed at the 1lea of ever going back
| to his old driuking habits,

i But a testing time came. Une morn-
ling, as he was passing down the South
. Eastern line, the train met with an

iaccident. No live were lost, but many

were terribly shaken, and amongst them
’our friend was much nun-nerved, lle
had to lay up for a time. The family
doctor insisted on lus taking port wine,
Alas! alas! How a valusble life has
been wrecked. wives wmade widows, and
children fatherlese, by the light and
careless prescription of a well-meaning
family doctor, who imagines that a fire
brand can be safely thrown into a
building full of inflanmable materal!
‘I'he port wine was taken. The old
devil sleeping with iiim was thoroughly
jaroused. e went from one excess to
another. { met him but once after
that. ©h, how changed! e avoided
| tne by every means in his power.
[ [n one short twelve month« alcoholic
liguors had done their worst, and his
i broken-hearted widow, with eight father-
less children, followed hin to a drunk-
ard’s grave.
#Let him that thinketh he

—Alliance News.

AN IMPORTANT GATHERING.

The National W.C. T, U, of the United

at Seattle Washington, Oct. 20-25. This

retiring, for two or three voices defended ' great organization now represents about
me to the eflect that they knew the| 0,00V local unions in the different States
reason [ did it, and wouli be sorry 10| ng territories. fimilar organisations

see me touch a glass of wine, and that |

it 1 could not sit down neither would
they. The president subsided, and I
quietly enjoyed my dinner.

are in existence in ahout 40 other coun.
tries, nearly all the direct result of the

}eﬂ‘oru of this parent body.

wite and]
1

and Sunday 18 a real day of rest and|

veiy picture of robust henlth. As [

LIt will contain nothing but what you
| need. EKvery number ought to be
| preserved.  You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
| is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
| per year.

. While a necessity to every prohibi-
i tion worker the The Camp Fire will
! also be of special value for distribution,
Literature won ithe plebiscite victory.
We must keep up the educating work.
Printed matter tells. 1t does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
perivdical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected,

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, guod and forcible, con-
tamning nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The liternture of the old
world and the new world will be
ramsacked for the most helpful and
effective materinl. The price is very
low.

Such literature wiil convince many
a meq whom his neighbors cannot
convince. [t will #lk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen unintetruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
and appeals, that will inHuence,
mstruct and benefit him. It will set
himi thinking. This is half the battle.
Its wide circulation will swell the
victory that we are about to win. This
is its object.

Your help is asked in this great work.
Every society should subscribe for and
distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and surest plan of making
prohibition votes. Look at the terms:

Twenty ocopies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advanoe.

On no oiiier plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
educative result. One hundred and
twenty copies may he placed in as
many homes, and have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people.
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS.
AND. WwILL YOU HELP US?

Address,
F. 8. SPENCE,

51 Confederation Life Building,
Toronto
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NOTES OF A YEAR'S WORK.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The agvtation for 2 Dommon Plebiscite on prohibition was
started n tlas Provinee by the Sons of Temperance in 1887, The
promoters, however, failed to secure the necessary co-operation,
and later on a Provincial Plebiscite wan proposed.  The Grand
Invision prepared and cicculated petitions asking for the neces
sy legislation.  Voting took place on March 1oth, 1891, when
w gevnernd Provinad election was being held.  Over tive-sixths of
those voting for candidates voted for or against prohibition also.

The time allowed for preparation in the 18Y4 campaign was
anly un few weeks. Churches and temperance organizations
worked enthusinstically.  The W.C'T UL superintended litera.
ture distribution with much suceess.  Meetings were lnrgely
attended.  Tnterest and energy characterized the whole caum-
puign.  In the cunpaign of last year our workers had more time
for preparation, and more thorough organization, but had ta face
the great diticulties of independent voting, and n campaign in
midsummer when a large number of the best workery were away
and successful indoor meetings almost impossible.  Party feching
also was rife, detracting from the interest and enthusiasm that
would otherwise have prevailed, and though earnest efforts were
made, and more literature circulated, it was 2ot found possible
to evoke as much spontancous work and energy as on the former
oceasion.

A Provincial Convention was held at Halifux, on August 23rd,
IO, Organization had, however, be n commenced earlier in
some counties.  Arrangements were made for reaching points
not yet organized.  About 200,000 copies of * Forwmd,” and
about 2,000,000 copies of leatlets were circulated. The vote
polled for prohibition, however, was only 79 per cent. of the
prohibition vote of 1894, and the vote against prohibition was
only 43 per cent. of the anti vote of 18394, Every county in the
Province gave & majority in favor of prohibition.

An instructive feature of the voting resulis is the fact that the
parts of Nova Scotia in which at present the Canada Temperance
Act is in force, and which have had from fifteen to nineteen
vears’ experience of actual prohib.tion, although containing only
sixty-nine per cent. of the electorate, gave i 1894, eighty-four
per cent , and in 1898, eighty-five per cent. of the majority given
by the Province for prohibition in each case.

{'nder license law the universal result has been increased con-
sumnption of intoxicating liquor ; under the Canada Temperance
Act the universal vesult has been a steady fallvg off i hguor
consuinption.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Prohibition work during the past year in the Province of New
Branswick, as in other parts of the Dominion, was chicfly in con-
nection with the Plebiscite. The Province was fairly well
organized for the campaign, which, especial’y in the few weeks
preceding the vote, was carried on with commendable vigor.
Many public meetings were held, a great deal of literature was
distributed, the several organizations, including the Woman's
Churistian Temperance Union, were actively engaged in the work,
and many chuarches rendered valuable service.

A few counties in the Province -those in which the French
population is a large factor—-were practically without general
organization, though in some sections of them inhabited by
English-speaking pevple, some very effective cnmpnign work was
done  The only parts of the Province which gave wajorities
;lgninst prohibition were those in which the French vote is very
arge,

The President and Treasurer of the Provincial Prohibition
Association, Rev. Dr. MczLeod and Mr. J. R. Woodburn, were
appointed by the Executive of the Association to form part of
the deputation that waited upon the Dominion Government in
November last, Lo ask for legislation following up the victory of
the Plebiscite. Rev. Dr. McLeod was one of the speakers.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

The year that has clused was one of high hopes, earnest work
and sad disappointiient to the prohibitionists of this Province.

When it became known that a Plebiscite on prohibition was
to be held, the Executive of the Prince Edward Usland Branch
of the Duminion Alliance at once took steps to secure thorough
organization and to carry on an effective campaign. The ser-
vices of several prominent speakers were secured and mcetings
held in every part of the Province. About 310,000 pages of the
Alliance campaign literature were procured and circulated. We
were able, through the liberality of our friends, to cover all the
expense of the contest. Every coustituency in the Province gave
n splendid majority in favor of prohibition, the aggregate vote
polled being as follows : —

Votes in favor of prohibition.. .. ... .. .. 9,461
Votes against prohibition ... ... .. ceee .o L146
Majority for prohibition.... ...... .. 8315

This splendid resuit, accompanied as it was, by a majority
throughout the whole Dominion, made us sanguine that some
action would be taken by Parliament, and our workers were
deeply grieved and dissatisfied when the Government refused to
promote prohibitory legislation. 7w L7 pupm .

When the Federal Government's insincerity became apparent,
we turned our attention to our Local Government, asking them
to increass the restrictions of our present regulation law, which
is in force in the City of Charlottetown, the only part of the

Province not under the operations of the Canada Temperance
Act. We prepared an appenl proposing to further restrict the
sale of liquor to minors, abolish treating, banish buar maids from
saloons, delegalize clubs, prohibit liquor-selling on public holi-
days and prohibit sale in a polling division by a majority
vole.  We fouml the Government oppised to our appeal, and
were told that unless we agreed to a tax upon liquor-seliers, the
Lill would be thrown out. The Alliance protested agninst the
Province receiving any revenue out of the liquor traffic in any
form. The Legislature, at the request of the Government, how-
ever, impused a tax upon liquor selling and rejected all our pro-
pused restrictions excepting that regarding treating, and the
rnght of a majority to prohibit saloons. The advocates
of the taxing plan claim that the fee imposed will close
up smaller saloons.  Our workers object to it as being the
thin edge of the wedge of a license system, and fear that the
propossl to raise a revenue from the liquor traflic, which has not
been done in Prince Edward Island for many years, will be used
as nn inducemnent to sume counties to repeal the Canada Temper-
ance Act, which at present is accomplishing much good.

We are still looking 10 the Dominion Parliswnent for some ad
vance in temperance legislation, which in view of the great
maujority secured in the Plebiscite, we have a right to expect.

MANITOBA.
The prohibition workers of Manitoba were well organized and
the result of their uctivity was shown in the splendid majority
polled against the liquor traflic in this Province in September last.

Early in February of the present year, the Manitoba Branch
of the Alliance decided to ask the Provincial Legislature to pro-
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquor to the fullest constitutional
limit of the Province’s power. Petition forms were prepared and
sent out for circulation and signatures. A majority of the
electoral divisions sent in petitions, in some cases very largely
signed.

The local Branch of the Alliance followed up the petition
muvement in general by a deputation to the Governwent, urging
the prayer of the petitioners. The deputation was joined by
representatives of the Methodist Conference for Manitoba and
the North-west Territories, and was thoroughly representative,
numbering between five and six hundred persons. The President
of the Alliance, Mr. W. R. Mulock ; President of the Conterence,
Rev. Dr. Gaetz, and Mr. W, W, Buchanan, spoke in behalf of the
deputation.

The Premier promised that his Government would endeavor to
get their friends at Ottawa to enact legislation under which the
Province would have a complete prohibitory law, but failing to
obtain such legislation, his Government would cause legislation
to be enacted to the fullest extent of the present power of the
Province. The Premier’s promise was understood by the depu-
tation to mean legislation at the present session of the Legisia-
ture. The Premier has since stated that this was not his
intention, but that such legislation will be introduced at the next
Ression.

Since the deputation waited upon the Government, a general
convention of the Cunservative party has made prohibition of
liquor-selling one of the planks of the party platfors. Both par-
ties are thus appealing to the electors upon practically the same
platform in relation to this question. The Alliance will take
steps to pledge all candidates.

It is the opinion of the Manitoba Branch of the Alliance that
prohibitory legislation, to be effective, should be initiated and
passed at the instance of the Government which must adminis-
trate the law. Tt then becomes a feature of the admiuistrative
body, and a failure on the part of the Government to enforce the
law would bring upon them the displeasure of a large number of
electors,

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The result of the Plebiscite campaign in this Province was ex-
ceedingly encouraging, considering the difficulties that prohibi-
tionists had to encounter. The immense distances between
various points of settlemeut, the geographical separation of the
Province into sections, and the varied character of the population,
were serious impediments to organization and work. At a well-
attended convention, held in Vancouver, a Branch of the Do-
minion Alliance was formed and plans laid out. Some of our
best workers took the field, the various churchus and temperance
societiea joined heartily in with the new organization. A weekly
paper, beginning at four pages and increased to eight, was pub-
lished, entitled “The Campaign Bulletin,” under editorial man-
agement of Rev. Dr. Eby. It started with 10,000 circulation,
which grew to 12,500, being distributed gratuitously throughout
the Province. An immense quantity of other literature was also
circulated. The press of the Province as a whole, was not in
sympathy with prohibition, which fact made an independent
publication necessary. Campaign meetings were held in every
part of the country, at street corners, in cities and other outdoor
places, as well as in churches and schoolhouses. It had been
predicted that British Columbia would be certain to go in favor
of the liquor traffic. This opinion was not shared by those whe
had most knowledge and fullest faith in the moral sentiment of
the country. The oconstituencies of Vancouver and Victoria,
which are la.rﬁy urban in their character, voted against prohibi-'
tion. The other three constituencies gave good majorities in its,
favor, and the Provinoe as a whole recorded a majority of 975 foe
prohibition out of a total of 10,487 votes polled.



