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ot

THE

SENATE or CANADA

FOR

Tile

SECOND spssioy oF tun FOULRTH PARLIAMENT ov tug DOMINION
Or CANALL, cavnyy ror DESPATCH or BUSINESS o¥ tHE
TwerLria pay or Fesruary, 1880.

SENATE CHAMBER,

LS AN : v
Lhursday, February 1.2, 1850.

The Members of the Senate having
assembled, were informed that a Commis
son uader the Great Seal lad been
13sued, appointing the Hon. Davil Lewis

Macphurson to be the Speaker of the
Senate, '

The suid ©
the Clevk,

o The hon. the Speaker then took the
“hair at the foot of the Throne, to which
he was conducteq by the Hon. ®ir Alex.
C‘evupbe]l and the Hon. M. Aikins, the
Gentleman Usher of the Blick Rod
preceding.

The Mace (which before lay nndar the
Talle) was then luid upon the Table, and
1t wag

Ordered-——That the said Mice be carried
before His Honor.

ommnission was then read by

NEW SENATORS.

The Speaker presented to the House
Teturns from the Clerk of the Crown in
Jhancery, setting forth that His Excel-
ey the Governor-General had sum-
moned to the Senate,—
Hugl Nelson, of Burr
the ~oom of the Hon.
rrall, deceage.).

1

ard Inlet, Iisq.,
Robert W. W,

in
Ca

Jededial Slason Carvell, of Prince Ed-
ward Island, Esq., in the roout of the Hon.
Thomas Heath Haviland, resigned, and

John Boyd, of the city of St
Johns, in the Province of New Bruns-
wick, Fsq., in the room of the Hon.
Rovert D. Wilmot, resigned.

Mr. Carvell,one of the newly-appointed
members, then took the oath preseribed
by law, and was conducted to his seat.

The House was adjourned during
pleasure, and shortly afterwards resumed.

His Excellency the Governor-General
heing seated on the Throne,

The Speaker commanded the Gentle-
man Usher of the Black Rod to proceed
to the House of Commons and acquaint
that IHouse— Tt is His Escellency’s
pleasuce thev attend him immediately in

{ this House.”

Who. beine come with their Speaker,

His Excellency the Governor-General
was thei pleased to open the Sevsion by
a gracious Speech to both Houses.

TIE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate ;

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

T have great pleasure in meeting you again

for the despatch of the business of the
country.

The abundant harvest with which Provi-
dence has blessed Canada is a cause for the



2 Spsech from
deepest thankfulness; and I heartily congrat-
ulate you on the evidences which surround us
of a recovery from the commercial and indus-
trial depression which has so long weighed
down the energics of the people.

Our returning prosperity should, 1 think.
direct our attention to the less fortunate cir-
cumstances of our fellow-subjects in Ireland
where 8o much destitution prevails, and 1
invite your consideration of the Liest means of
showing our practical sympathy with their
distress.

We have reason to congratulate ourselves on
the number of settlers who have, during the
past year, come into our North-West from
Great britain and the United States,as well as
from the older Provinces of the Dominion.
The visit of two members of the Royal Com-
mission on the agricultural distress in the
Mother Country, and the favorable report of
the tenant farmers who, at the instance of my
Government, have examined into the farming
capabilitics of the Dominion, will, it is
believed, largely increase the number of im-
migrants during the present year, Prepara-
tions must be made for their reception, and
your attention will be specially called to this
subject.

Every effort has been made to hasten the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
from Lake Superior to Red River, and no
doubt is entertained that the railway will be
opened for trafic between those important
points within the time specified in the con-
tracts. Under the authority given by Parlia-
ment last Session, nearly one hundred miles,
from Red River to the western boundary of
Manitoba, has been placed under contract, and
tenders are about being asked for for the con-
struction of another hundied miles from the
boundary westward. The completion of these
two scctione will, at an early day, afford rail-
way facilities through two hundred miles of |
the most fertile land in the North-West. After
an exploratory survey of the line from Port
Simpson to the Pine River Pass and through
the Peace River country, it tas been decided
to adopt the location of the line to Burrard
Inlet, and contracts have been awarded for
one hundred and twenty-seven miles of the !
railway, between Emory's Bar on the Fraser
River and Savona’s Ferry. This work will be '
vigorously proceeded with so soon as the!
spring opens.  Its construction will complete !
the most difficult portion of the Ca.nadiani

The Speeeh.

[SENATE,]

the Throne.

Pacific Reilway, and secnre the connection hy
steam of the fertile distiict of Kamloops with
the capital of British Colutabia.

The adoption of a rigid system of econcmy
in the management of the Intercolenial Ruil-
way has, without impairing thie ofiicicncy of
its working, cffected such a diminution of
expense as to warrant the belief that the
country will in fuinre be relieved from any
considerable burden in connection with its
operation.

In consequence of the entire failure of the
usual focd supply of the Indians in the North-
West, a large expenditure has be n neces-arily
incurr.d to save them from starvation. 1t is
hoped that the eftorts which are now being made
to scttle the several bands on the reserves, and
to induce them to betake themselves to the
cultivation of the s0il, may prevent the neces-
sity of similar calls for relief in the future.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
laid before you; they have been prepared with
all due regard to economy.

You will be pleased to learn that the effect
of the tariff of last Session in the development
ot the varied indu-tries of the country has, on
the whole, becn very satisfactory.  Tue expe-
rience acquired since it came into operation in
March last, has suggested the expediency of
some amendments, to which your attention
will be directed.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate ;
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

Bills for the better organization of the Civil
Service, for the consolidation of the Inland
Revenne Laws, and for the amendment of the
acts relating to the Domiuion Lands, to the
Public Works, to the Indians of the North-
West, and to the Mounted Police Force, will
be laid before you.

The Acts incerporating the Banks of the
Dominion will expire next year, aud the pre-
sent would seem a favorable time for a full
con:ide ation of our lLanking system, and of
the subject of the currency as conncected with
that system.

The subject of the laws relating to Insol-
vency will doubtless engage your attention.
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The increasing foreign trade of Canada, and
th.e Prospect that Her Majesty's Government
Wlll' enfer, cre long, into negotiations with
forcign natinng on the subject of their trade
8 commercial relations. demand our closest
attention 4,4 watchfulness, while the rapid
d'fVL“Upmvnt of the Dominion is continnally
8IVing rise to important matters requiring the
8upport and action of the Imperial Govern-
ment. With the concurrence of Her Majesty,
1 lhgrufnru recommend you to sanction the
appointment of a permanent representative of

Canada in London to guard ber various
interests.

. The subjects T have mentioned are of great
Importance. [ commend them, with full con-

fidence in your wisdom and patriotism, to your
best consideration, l

His Excellency the Governor-General

Was pleased to retive and the House
of Commons withdrew.

BILL INTRODUCED,

a Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL intro-
duced a Bill intituled ;: “An Act respect-
ing Ra.ilways,"

The Bill was read the first time.

THE ADDRESS.

The Speaker reported His Excellency’s
Sp.eech from the Throne, and the same
being vead by the Clerk,

I“Ton. St ALEX. CAMPBELL moved
—That the House do take into consider-

ation the Speech of His Excellency the
Governor-General to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to.

THE ORDERS AND (USTOMS OF THE
SENATE.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL moved |
—That all the Members present during
this Session be appointed a Committee to |
consider the Orders and Customs of this

onse and Privileges of Parliament, and |
that .the said Committee have leave to |
leet in this House when and as often as |
they please.

be motion was agreed to.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

aenE{:;L Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL pre-
to the House the Report of the
The Speech, :

13, 1880.] Address. 3
Postmaster-General for the year cnding
30th June, 1879,

Ordered—That the same do lie on the

Table.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL pre-
sented to the Ilouse the Report of the
state of the Militia of the Dominion of
Canada for the year 1879.

Ordered—That the same do lic on the
Table,

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Friday, February 13th, 1880.

Tie Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

THE ADDRESS.
Hon. Mr. TRUDEL, (in French)—I

intend to propose an Address in reply to
the Speech with which the worthy repre-
sentative of our Gracious Soverei n has
favored us, but before douing so I desire
to congrat ilate the Government and this
Chamber on the happy events which the
year 1880 has brought us. The most
important is the stite return to the Dom-
inion of Her Roval Highness the Prin-
cess Louise. The joy of the people has
been manifested by the numerons ad-
dresses which have been presented tc her,
testif;ing the loyal attachment of the
people of Cuanada to the daughter of our
Most Gracious Sovereign and to the Bri-
tish Crown. 1 desire, also, to congratu-
late this hon. House on the appoint-
ment of the hon. Senator for Sangeen to
the Speakership of the Senate. and his
proinotion to the position of a member of
the Privy Council. This choice is an
honor to tha Senate as well as to our col-
league, and it is a decided advantage to
this hon. boly to be presided over
by so0 aistinguished a statesman, a gentle-
man who has taken such an
and prominent part in the debates
and proceedings of this House. We, the
French-speaking people ot Canada, are
pleased to observe with what purity and
elegance the Speaker of the S:nate -
presses himself in our own language
and we ges in that event the dawn o! the
fortunate day when the French tongue

active
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will be practically on an equal footing
with the English language in this I{ouse.
It affords me no little pleasure to feel
that, in addressing myself to you, Mr.
Speaker, in the language which I learned
from my mother, that I am thoroughly
understoed by you who, as President of
this hon. body, represent in your
person the whole Hounse. I also con-
gratulate the House on the incident which
has brought about your promotion—an
incident which gave to your predecessor
a still more exalted position. It enables
me to express, without reserve, my un-
qualified appreciation of the appointment
of yourself as our presiding ofticer, But,
Mr. Speaker, there is nothing perfect 1n
this world ; in the most beautiful pictures
there are always shadows ; in the bright-
est sky there is always a cloud. Lherve
exists in this Chamber an excellent
tradition that it is the privilege
of every member, even under the
circumstances in which T have the honor
to be now, to state his views freely and
fully. Permit me, then, to express my
inmost thoughts upon this subject with-
out reserve.  While 1 congratulate the
Government and this Chamber in having
made such an excellent choice in the
person of our mnew Speaker, I cannot
help expressing the apprehensions which,
in some quarters, have been aroused
by that appointment. I have no doubt,
Mr. Speaker, that the well-known mod-
esty of yourselt and your hon. col-
leagues in this House, the Minister of
Militia and the Secretary of Suate, pre-
vents you from seeing what a preponder-
ance is given in the Council of the
nation to the fortunate section of On-
tarto which has the advantage of possess-
ing men of such superior ability, large
influence and forze of character as your-
self and your two colleagues in this
House, over other parts of Canada less
favored and not represented in the Sen-
ate by such distingnished men. I
repeat, Sir, that this has awakened in
the minds of some of your brother
senators’ apprehensions that the equili-
brinm and equality which should be
preserved as far as possible between the
ditferent provinces, would no longer
oxist. The Senate, it is well known,
was designed to protect wninorities ; but
what becomes of that equilibrium when
the whole weight of such an enormous
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influence as is represented by the three
members of the Cabinet in this House is
thrown into one scale of the balance ?
No other influence can counterbalance
it, and this is why apprehensions are

felt. I am sure that when the
Speaker, and his two hon col-
leagues in  this  House devoted
their whole lives and their great

talents to acquiring the knowledge
and experience necessary to qualify
them for the service of their country and
to fit them to respond to the dictates of
patriotism, they littlo Ireamed that those
very attainments would be a source of
apprehension on the part of their brother
Senators. But, as I have already said,
there is nothing perfect in this world ;
there is always a cloud in the brightest
sky, and what I have alluded to is but
a cloud after all. TIn the Speech which
it has pleased His Excellency to deliver
to us, ne states that he is happy to meet
again the Parliament of Canada. 1t is
pleasant to know that there exists be-
tween the representative of Our Gracious
Queen and the representatives of our
people perfect harmony, It is certainly
a great advantage to any country when
the representative of authority is in per-
fect unity of sentiment with the people.
I have no doubt that this hon.
House is equally happy to meet His Ex-
cellency at the opening of Parliament.
The second paragraph of the Speech ex-
presses a sentiment of gratitude to Pro-
vidence for the abundant harvest of last
year. I helieve that it is a faithful inter-
pretation of the sentiment of our people.
Providence has blessed us with an abun-
dant harvest, and prosperity is returning
to the country. In this paragraph will
be found, I hope (indeed T am confident),
euough to relieve some of our bon.
friends from the aunxiety in which they
were, that Siv John A. Macdonald’s Gov-
ernment would encroach upon the rights
of Divine Providence, and attribute the
return of prosperity to his advent to
power. That returning prosperity I do
not, attribute wholly to the policy of the
Government, but 1 believe that they de-
serve a share of credit for having pur-
sued a course which has enabled the peo-
ple to avail themselves of every oppor-
tunity to relieve the country of the de-
pression. Instead of folding their arms
wul leaving evervthing to Providence,
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they put themselves energetically to work
t’l(‘,h restors prosperity to the country.
©ir predecessors followed the example
°‘f the unfaithful servant who folded his
(t;d ent in g ngpkin and buried it in the
?round, trusting to Providence entirely.
D the next paragraph, His Excellency
calls attention to the less fortunate con-
tion of our fellow-subjects in Ireland,
and proposes that we shall manifest our
3y mpat_hy with them in their distress in
& practical manner. I hope that this
h arliament wil] be prompt in accepting
© Suggestion, and in doing so we will
n;‘eet with the views of. the whole people
(i) t?{: Dominion. He congratulates us,
sl;ttle;e:?(tf Paragraph, on the rapid
velopme t0 the North-West. The df'ﬁ-
of vita] Nt of that great country is
Tan ]-“(]1) portance to the Dominion, and
ooon )ig ad ¢y ohservq 'that the S}lb‘]ect
S )eel~ ht‘s such a conspicious place in the
irf e, In fact the question of develop-
otlg our North-West is amongst all
188 the question par excellence, the
Imain feature of Canadian politics. We
Possess the means of at once developing
our resources and of ameliorating the
condition of those who are at present in
38tat.e of destitution in the old world.
Nothing is wanting in our great North-
West but the arms of industrious settlers
to multiply its natural wealth a hundred
fold. . The question of developing that
magnificent country overshadows all
:)thers with which we have to -deal.
The tiue way of accomplishing the work
18 by completing that part of our Pacific
.Rallv.vay which wil] put the North-West
in (l}x‘ect coinmunication with the old
provinces. This, we are assnred by His
Excellency, is to be done very soon. He
tells us that the railway is to penetrate
to the very heart of the fertile bLelt of
the North-West, and that we can -each
the praivie lands through our own coun-
try. When the Pacific Railway enter-
Prise was first broached, apprehen-
S10m8, which geemed at the time to
Some perfectly legitimate, weve expressed
8 to the possihility of the Dominion
m?mpllshing such a vast undertaking,
1t events }.xave justified the far-seeing
1p of the men who devised
_ There is a vhrase in the
bich has specially struck e ;
ench version it differs somewhat
English. In the former we are
Hon. Mr. Trydel.
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assured that the Pacific Railway will be
pushed to ¢ the heart of the most fertile
country in the world.” These :are pre-
cisely the words uttered by Napoleon the
First, when, from the Alps, he pointed out
to his soldiers the plains of Ttaly and of-
fered to their bravery the conquest of
«the most fertile country in the world.”
When I heard that from His Excellency,
1 at first thought that the hon. Minister
of Militia had suggested the phrase, and
intended to lead this Parliament to the

conquest of the North-West, but
as he looks so pacific, I have no
doubt that he lus vefererce to a

peaceful conquest—a victory over nature
in the wilds of the North-West, fromn
which the whole Dominion will derive u
lasting benefit. Every patriotic Canadian
who f:as the success of his country at
heart should lend every effert to making
the North-West what it should be, and_
what it muast ultimately and ere long
become—not only the granu.v of Carada,
but also the principal gran:w: v of a laige
portion of the population of ilavope. The
next paragraph conveys the cheering
information that the cost of managing the
Intercolonial has been materially dimin-
isbed. Tt is a subject on which we may
well congratulate the country. Hon.
gentlemen will recall the time when the
Intercolonial was regarded as a necessity
to complete Confederation, and when
the expense of maintaining it was ve-
garded as a necessary and unavoiduble
outlay. Now, we find that, by economy
in management, the road is likely, ere
long, to earn sufficient to cover the cost
of operating it, and may yet become even
a source of vevenue. In the same way
in our Province, appreheusions were
entertained for a timw that the North
Shore Railway would Dbe a burden upon
the people, but in both of those
great works, T am happy to observe,
‘these apprehensions have not been jus-
tified Ly experionce, They have ceased
to be a bLurden, and promise to yield a
direct return for the outlay upon them.
These indications of prosperity are not
only gratfying frow a financial point of
view, but also because they indicate an
increasing trade between tine Maritime
Provinees and old Canada.  'They prove
that the principal object of Confedera-
tion has been attained-—that is, giving
the British provinces the advantages of
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commercial intercourse between each
other. The paragraph which refers to
the effect ot the new tariff will recall to
the minds of hon. gentlemen the problem
which was presented to them Jast session
~how can a tariff be protective and at
the same time be a revenue tariff? We
were told by the opponents of the Nation-
al Policy thet there was an antagonism
between the two; that if the turiff was
protective iv could not yield a revenue,
and if a revenue taritf, then it could not
protect.  That was a problem which
troubled some of us considerably, but His
Excellency informs us thut it is in a way of
satisfactory solution. He tells us that it is
augmenting the revenue, and protecting
owr industries, and it is, therctore, per-
fectly successful.  We shall be pleased
to consider the measures velating to the
Civil Service, the Inland Revenue Liaws,
the Indians and other subjects mentioned
in the uext paragraph.  This is a young
country, and we must be guided largely
by experience in the administration of
our public atfuirs, T notice that there
i8 a paragraph promising legislation on
our banking system. A monetary system
having a solid basis is the principal fonn-
dation of a country’s prospervity. The
question i: one ot great importance and
the measure will be watched for with
interest.  The measure relating to bank-
raptey is alyo lovked for by the public.
No doult the debates which took place
upon this subject last session will lead
to eftective legislation, which will
put an end to the disastrous effects of
the present law. 1 now come to the
last, and, I may say. the most importane
paragraph of His Excellency’s Speech.
It reads as follows ¢

% Theincreasing toreign trade of Canada and

the prospect that Her Majesty’s Government :

will enter, ere long, into negotiations with
foreign nations on the subject of their trade
and commercial relations demand our closest
attention and watchfulness, while the rapid
development of the Dominion is continually
giving rise to important matters requiring the
support and action of the Imperial Govern-
mnt. With the concurrence of Her Majesty,
I therefore recommend you to sanction the
eppointmnent of a permanent representative
of Canada in London to guard her various
interests.”

This declaration from His Excellency,
an-i the good reasons we have to believe
that our expectations will not be decep-
tive, especially when one of our ablest
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statesmen is appointed to represent us at
the seat of the Imperial Government,
dispose, at least to a certain extent, tor
the present, of the questions of * emanci-
pation and annexation.” I have mno
doubt that, owing to the intelligent exer-
tions of our Government in that diree.
tion, England will either obtain for us,
from foreign countries, the privilege
of participating in the benefits of her
treaties of commerce, or, we will be put
in such an independent position as to be
able to negotiate for ourselves, and
establish directly our commercial rela-
tions with fureign nations of the whole
world. A very few voices have been, it
is true, raised in the Province to which I
belong against Britist. counection. A
few have seemed impatient to throw off
our allegiance to Great Britain. To the
ex 'sting state of affairs they could have
only two grounds of objection : First,
our exclusion from the benefit of the
treaties regulating the commercial inter-
course between England and other coun-
tries ; and second, the extravagant ex-
penscs in which this Dominion might
be involved in maintaining monar-
chical 1institutions on this continent.
The Speech from the Throne disposes of
the first objection. There is good rea-
son to hope that Canada will move easily
succeed in establishing her commercial
relations with the concurrvence and assis-
tance of England than if left alone.
Instead of being left abruptly to our own
resources, with the additional buvden of
the necessary expenses occasioned by in-
dependence, we will be gradually
emancipated commercially while secured
by the  protection of  England,
and will maintain  our  political
connection with the Empire to the mu-
tual benefit of both countries. As to the
second objection, it is true that in this
free land of America, we are inclined to
believe that there is no reason why mo-
narchical institutions should exist and
that in such a new country as ours, with-
out great wealth, without territorial and
hereditary aristocracy it way be ruinous
to incur the expenses of a court, yet this
ohjection has no foundation when we re-
member that, in our days, it is not always
the princes who furnish examples of rvin-
ous extravagance and luxury. Isituota
fact that summe presidents ot republics ex-
hibit to the world more privecly pomp
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than kingg themselves?
kuown that m
assemblipg

Is it not well
ere presidents of popular
(as  is  the case 1in
‘l"r\nce) squander mililons to revive the
Pageantry’ of the ancient Camsars ¥ For
oselves, we have the good tortune to
Ve nnder a suvereign who sets a dif-
erent eXample to the world. We have
t‘leen accustomed to see sparkling on the
1rone more of the domesiic virtues than
?f the luxury of the courts. We have,
10 the person of our Most Gracious Queen,
& whole life {one of the longest spent on
a throne) wholly devoted to the welfare
of I.le" subjects and to givine the royal
f“m‘ly a precious educuti{?n. “And I ask
You, }301). gentlemen, what part  of
that existence h.s been absorbed Ly the
5‘)311[) of the court 1 Is it when we have
tfii ’“‘V‘ﬂ'ltugw of possessing in our midst
o Worthy danghiter of our Queen thit
Ulustrions princess who for fittesn months
a8 reproduced in Canada all the virtues
of her royal mother, that we have reason
Apprehend  the luxury of royalty ?
lon. geutlemen, you are all aware what
examples of noble simplicity Her Royal
l}."lllless has furnished nus since hor
arcival amnongst us.  You know that, to

ﬂ}:e astonishment of a great many,
8he  has, by her example, given
?ur wives  and our danghters
le !

5sous of economy and industry in the
adininistration of her household.  She
Ay conrdescended to take an interest in

all the detaily of domestic life and has
shown hevsels more proud of her know-
ledge *“‘}l Practice of domestic economy
tha.n of the majesty of the throne to
\V.hlch she has Leon accustomed from her
birth. Indeed, we, the sons of the people,
did not expect that such an example
should eome down to us fiom the throue.
Aunexation has been spoken of, but those
Who give utterance to such ileas shew
that they do not know the feeling of the
People of Canala, Monarchical institu-
tions are deeply rooted in the hearts of
the Canadian people.  We had an evi-
dence of that lately.  When we were told
that Her' Royal Highuness was to contide
we::"'l;re,(fIOIIS existence to the incons‘ta.nb
sl arx(;' the ocein, was there not univer-
why b il;:ty amidst our people? And
noe : that our thoughts followed her

with o nzifadn, and our hearts tlm‘)l.)hed
Precion. on at the idea that a life so
15 for the welfave of Canada might
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be lost 1 Because that noble princess had
won our hearts by her amiable qualities,
her artistic tastes and the deep interest
she had evinced in Canada. But there is
still a greater reason, of which we were
perhaps unconscious : * Her Royal High-
uess is descended from the line of our
kings.  She represents amongst us a
great principle—the principle of royalty,
the principle of legitimacy, the truc Con-
servative principle. ~ With those re-
marks, hon. gentlemen, I have the honor
to move, seconded by Hon. Mr. Vidal,
that the following Address bs ypre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General to offer the respectful thanks of
this House to His Excellency fir the
gracious Speech which His Excellency
has been pleased to make to both Houses
of Parliament, namely :—

“To His Excellency the Right Honorable
Sir John Douglas Sutherland Campbell (com-
monlvecalled the Marquis of Lorne), Knight of
the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of
the Thistle, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
Saint George, Gov. rnor-Genera! of Canada and
Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c.

¢ May 1T PLEASE YOUR £XCELLENCY :

“We, Her Majesty’s dutifal and loyal subjects,
the Senate of Canada in Parliamentasseinbled,
respectfully thank Your Excellency tor your
gracious Speech at the opening of this session.

« Wealso thank Your Excelleney for express-
ing pleasure at me:ting us again for the de-
spatch of the business of the country.

“ We ngree with Your Excellency in feeling
that the abundant harvest with which Provi-
dence has blessed Canada is a cause for the
deepest thankfulness, and we thankfully
accept Your Excellency’s congratulations on
the evidences which surronnd us of a recovery
from the commercial and industrial depression
which has so long weighed down the encrgics
of the prople,

“ We heartily concur with Your Excelleney
in thinking that our returning prosperity
should direct our attention to the less fortunate
circumstances of our fellow-subjects in Ireland,
where so much destitution prevails; and we
are grateful to Your Excellency for inviting
our consideration of the best means of shewing
our practical sympathy with their distress.

# We feel also, with Your Excellency, that
we havereason to congratulate ourselves on the
number of settlers who have during the pass
year come into our North-West from Great
Britain and the United States. as well as from
the older Provinces of the Dominion. The
visit of two members of (he Royal (‘ommission
on the agricultural distress in the Mother
Country, and the favorable report of the tenant
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farmers who, at the instance of Your Excel.
lency's Government, have examined into the
capabilities of the Dominion, will, weare will-
ing to believe, largely increase the number of
immigrants during the present year. Prepa-
rations must be made for their reception, and
our attention will be given to this subject, to
which Your Excellency huas been pleased to
say it will be specially called.

« 1t gives us great pleasure to learn from Your
Excellency that every cffort has been made to
hasten the construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway from Lake Superiorto Red River, and
“that no doubt is entertained that the Railway
will be opened for traflic between those impor-
tant points within the time specified in the
coptracts. Weare glad to learn, also, that
under the authority given by Parliament last
Session, nearly once hundred miles from Red
River to the western boundary of Manitoba has
been placed under contract, and tenders are
about being asked for, for the construction of
another hundred miles fom the houndary
westward, and that the completion of these
two sections will at an carly day afford railway
facilities through two hundred miles of the
most fertile land in the North-West  We
thank Your Excelleacy for informing us that
after an exploiatory survey of the line from

_Port Simpson to the Pine River Pass, and
through the Peace River country, it has been
decided to adopt the location of the line to
Burrard Inlet,and contracts have been awarded
forone hundred and twenty-seven milesof the
Railway between Kmory’s Bar, on Fraser River,
aud Savona’s Ferry, and that this work will be
vigorously procceded with 80 soon as the
spring opens.  We concur with Your Excel-
lIency in the opinion that its construction will
complete the most difficult portion of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and secure the con-
nection by steam of the fertile district of
Kamloops with the capital of British Columbia,

“It nffords us great satisfaction to be informed
by Your Excellency that the adoption of arvigid
system of economy in the management of the
Intercolonial Railway has, without impairing
the efficiency of its working, effected such a
diminution of expense as to warrant the belief
that the country will in future be relieved from
any considerable burden in connectiou with its
operation.

“ We regret to learn from Your Excellency
that, in consequence of the entire failure of
the usual food supply of the Indians in the
North-West, a large expenditure has been
necessarily incurred to save them from starva-
tion. We hope that the efforts which are now
being made to scttle the several bands on the
reserves, and induce them to betake thens-
selves to the cultivation of the soil, may pre-
vent the necessity of similar calls tor relief in
future.

“ We shall not fail to give our best attention
to the Bills for the better organization of the
Civil Nervice, for the consolidation of the In-
land Revenue Laws and for the amendment of
the Acts relating to the Dominion Lands, to the

Public Works, to the Indians of the North-}
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West, and to the Mounted Police Force, whicld
Your Excellency has been pleased to say will
be laid before us.

“We agree in opinion with Your Excellency,
that as the Acts incorporating the Banks of the
Dominion will expire next year, the pres:nt
would seem a favorable time for a full consid-
cration of our banking system, and of the sub-
ject of the currency as connected with that
system.

¢«The subject of the laws relating to Insol-
vency will also doubtless engage our attention.

« With Your Excellency, we are of opinion
that the increasing foreign trade of Canada,
and the prospect that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment will enter, ere long, into negotiations
with*foreign nations on the subject of their
trade and commexcial relations, demand our
closest attention and watchfulness, while the
rapid development of the Dominion is con-
tinually giving rise to important matters re-
quiring the support and action of the Imperial
Government, We thank Your Excellencr for
stating that, with the concurrence ot Her
Majesty, Your Excellency therefore recom-
mends us to sanction the appointment of a
permanent representative of Canada in London
to guard her various interests; and we shall
not fail to give our most attentive and careful
consideration to the subject of such an ap-
pointment,

«The subjects Your Excellency has men-
tioned are of great importance,and we shall not
fail to give to them our best consideration, to
which Your Excellency has been pleased to
say that you commend them with full con--
fidence in our wisdom and patriotism.”

Hon. Mr. VIDAL—Hon. gentlemen,
I am sure it will be a matter of regret to
all of you, as it is to myself, that the
hon. member for DeSalaberry, (Mr.
Truadel) should have elected to express to
us in French the sentiments to which he
has given utternnce—sentiments which
will wmeet with the entire concumirence of
this Chamber. His warm eulogy of Her
Gracious Majesty and of Her Royal
Highness, and his courteous reference
to our respected Speaker, would, 1 am
sure, have been exceedingly gratifying
to all who have heard them had he de-
livered his vemarks in English. T shall
not follow the hon. member in his open-
ing remarks further than to express my
satisfaction at the appointment ot our
hon. Speaker to the position which he
now occupies—a position to which his
claims and qualitications so well eutitle
bim. Neither shall T touch upon the
somewhat delicate question of Govern-
ment representation in the Senate,
which the hon. member from DeSala-
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herry has
akill and
it
all'ea

handled with so much
good taste ; nor do I think
Decessary  to repeat what has
dy been 'so well expressed as to the
gl‘eat,' pleasure which we all feel in again
Meeting with His Excellency and with
. er Royal ITighness, and our thanks to
it .kmd Providence which has safely
guided her return to Canada over the
Stormy ocean, to be present at the open-
ng ceremonies of this Session. Passing
On then to the proposed Address, 1 think
e eannot fail to agree with His Excel-
ey in recognising, in the abundant
egrgst with which Providence has bless-
and anada, the beneficent .hand'of God ;
Satisf‘i;et?'“’ I am sure, receive with great
o 0c 10}r11 Hx_s Excel)el}cy’s congratula-
o alren t € evidence which sut:roun(]s.us
ey “ceovery from the commercial and in-
(‘-i Tia] depression which has so long clog-
80d the energies of our people. We all
DOW by our expericnce and observation
b“cg‘ro,borating what i3 revealed to us
og P0d§ word,—that it is the blessing
rovidence which alone can make a
People truly happy or prosperous ; and
8 oul.d never forget that it is to His
beneﬁpent hand we are indebted for all
tha’t, lies at the foundation ot our coun-
try’s peace and prosperity. But while T
-4 making this remark, I feel it also a
uty to recognise the human instrumen-
tality  which is in operation in
connection  with ik, Just as we
DOW that the farmer miy labor in
valn  and spend his strencth and
means without avail unless the rain and
sunshine bring hig crops to perfection,
80 wo als0 know that whilst the elements
must be i}worable to secure the growth
and ripening of the crops, it still needs
the farmer's care, and labor, and pru-
dence to gather in the harvest and pre-
serve its fruits, that he may enjoy the
reward of lis toil ; so it is with us as a
People. It would have been Lut small
advantage to us if, after God with a
2vish hand had given us an abundant
arvest, that harvest, or its proceeds, had
ise?]n Wasted or destroyed, and I think it
ue to the Administration of the day,
P?COgmzq that they exerted themsclves
na:}l:)dul;l brmgmg about and securing the
od w: Ii osperity. ) While, then, to
forget ﬂt:sénbe the chief glory, let us not
Manage at to the prudent and skilful
gement of those who are in author-
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ity we are in some measuve indebted for
the prosperity which the country enjoys
to-day. I do not think it would be just
or wise that we should ignore onr indebt-
edness to those who, under God's Provi-
dence, have acted so wisely and so well. 1
am aware that theve ave those amongst us
who would shut their eyes to this return of
the prosperity of the country—who
profess to see no prosperity, and no
advance upon the unhappy state of
things to which His Excellency alludes
as having existed in the past. They are
wilfully blind ; they do not wish to see
these things. Happily they are few in
number, and I am aware that nothing
that could be said on the floor of this
Chamber could open their wiltully closed
eyes ; I shall ‘therefore pay no more
attention to tiiem. Theve ave others who
think, as may hon. friend has hinted,
that we are so wholly and entirely depen-
dent upon the hand of Providence that
there is nothing they can do bui to sit
still and wait, and that no Government
cun relieve depression or enhance pros-
perity. Now, I rejoice to know that the
majority, at all events, of the people of
this coantry are not believers in that
doctrine.  While they believe that it is
to a kind Providence and a good harvest
we are indebted for the foundation of
prosperity, they also recognise that
it is largely in the "power of the
Government, by wise fiscal policy,
to increase that prosperity, and
in  times when the harvest may be
less abundant, to relieve and mitigate,
and even to remove to a great
extent, the sufferings of the people on
account of it. I am glad that the present
Government hold such views, and shat
on assuming office they at once braced
themselves for an eflort to rvelieve the
depression which existed at that time.
Wlen they came into power they found
gloom and despondency prevailing every-
where, from one end of the country to
the other: but no sooner had they ia-
timated the policy they intended to pur-
sue; no sooner had they availed themselves
of the position in which tiey had been
placed by the people, to propose measures
of relief, than symptoms of returning pros-
perity began to appear ; contidence imme-
diately sprung into existei.ce and, whereas
before the change of Government, you
could, in passing through the country, see
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pothing but gloom and anticipation
ot coming evil, verv shortly after that
change there appeared ut once a hopeul

feeling, long bofore any pracuical result |

of the policy they had announced could
be attained. Subgequent results and
growing prosperity have fully justified
those hopeful anticipatious. I think,
therefore, that the course pursued by the
Government merits our approval and rur
thanks. His Excellency very properly
suggests that our prosperity should lead
us to think of thuse of onr fellow-sub-
jects who are suffering from absolute
want. I know that every heart in this
Chawber responds to his appeal in behalf
of the povrandsuftering in [reland. While
we are willing to do, individuatly, all we
can to alleviate the misery which pre-
vails in that country, we are. I trust, also
prepared, in any way that may be sug-
gested by His Kxeeliency’s advisers, to
attord practical and prompt velief, and to
give our most favorable consideration to
any measure that may be propused
to relieve that saffering, and restore
the people of that afilicted country to
prosperity an:d comfort. While touch-
ing upou this subjecs, I must not lose
this opportunity of offering a suggestion
as to what might be done—amonyg other
things -to prevent in future a recur-
rence of this terrible distress and famine.
Now, hon. geutlemen, it is no mere fancy
of mine, no mere baseless asseviion, bat
a startling and appalling fact, that in
that very country more grain was con-
verted into alcoholic drinks than would
have filled every one ol those starving
mouths with food. It would be well for
statesmen to look into this matter of
destruction of tood, and I would com-
mend itespeciaily to the attention of those
who see and mourn over the evils of Ire-
land, and are anxiously looking for
some measure to prevent the recurrence
of sach dire distress. It would be well,
I say, for stitesmen to look into this
great question, and view it in its
national bearings, not merely as a
question of che morality or sobriety
of the people, but in its direcy bearing
upon the origin and cmtinued existence
of the famine and suffering now prevail-
ing, and see whether such waste is not a
ciuief factor in producing them. The
grain which God gave as fuod for the
people bas b:en tuken from then and
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converted into that which not only gives
them no sustenance or strength, but is a
prolific cause of waunt and misery, of
crime, digease and death. I think that
it is well, in connection with this subject,
that public attention shoulld be directed
to the prevention of this waste 43 one of
the sugyested remedies against the recur-
rence of such a dreadful state of affairs.
The recognition by His Excellency of the
importance of the imnmigration into our
North-West provinces of a large number
of settlers, and his reminding us of our
duty in this matter, to make provision
for increased immigration, suggests to
us very important thoughts, for, as
you all now know, a very vast
and fertile tract of country is under
our control and jurisdiction ; that
that territory is capable of supporting
millions of people, and we know well
that if they vould be brought thers, the
willions of starving peopla in the old
countries of Europe coulil be settled upon
our fertile plaing and could tind not only
sustenance but plenty and to spare.
That we shall bave to furnish some assis-
tance to convey them there is very pro-
Lable. The country has Leen in the habit
of granting such assistance in the past,
and [ trust that the information referred
to by His Excetlency, as collected by the
Commissioners from the old country and
others who have come from there ard
carried back such very fair, accurate a, d
reliable statements< of the resources of
our country and iss adaptation for culti-
vation and its suitability for the homes
of agriculturists, will have the effect of
very largely increasing the settlement of
that country. Of course we all adnit
that our wealth and prosperity as a
people depend rather upon the nuwber
of our population than upon the number
of our acres. It is a very unreasonable
thing for us to boast the possession of
millions o acres of land, unless they are
utilized ; but it will be our glory to boast
of millions of people cultivating that
land and converting a howling wilder-
ness into a fruitful garden, an abode of
peace and plenty. A great deal in the
future ofour country depends upon filling
those vast areas with a popualation able
and willing to draw from the soil those

ricu treasures which lie there ouly wait-
ing the labor of the farmer and the
miner, to be exhumed and utilized. I trust,
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%‘emfo”" that the anticipations of His
u’;fel]"‘lléy, in this respect, will be very
wi [Ylleahzed.. We know that nothing
or e Wanting on the part of the Gov-
"Ment to facilitate the ingress of set-
tlers of ghyut class, and their settlemen®.
o8, those lands in the North-West. In
Connection with this subjuet, very natur-
‘}“y the question 5f the Pacific Railway
is Wtroduced. We are infirmed in the
o UWing paragraph of what the Govern-
ment. Intend to do. [ think that the
Dinistration havs acted very wisely
and wel! in the prompt and energetic
I\:"z'rllzltirfm which.they have taken up the
N Ge t o their hanls by the preced-
ot ?;’ernmenb. I ' feel well assured
renes o Mmeets  with  the .
€ of this House, because the policy

ceneur- !

of t.he'late Government in constructing
w wiles of railroad fron Thunder Bay

eStward, and 116 mwiles from the Red

Ivee eastward, and proposing to leave
an 1mervening gap of 130 niles un-
thched for five years, has been con-
demned in this Chamher. The folly of
1t was discussed very fully last Session,
and T am glad to see that the interven-
Ing rap is to be bridged, aud that the
Construction of that section has heen
Commenced with a view to utilizing the
rOful‘ at the earliest possible date, and I
TeJuice the more that the Government
tOO!{ hold of this matter instautly, and,
Wwhile very wisely dropping the Fort

rauces Lock and its wonderful works
they have directed their energies to
"OP'lll'llfb& that link to conncet Lake Supe-
rior with Manitoba,  [¢ is pleasing to be
assured by Hig Excellency that the con-
tracts will be completed within the tine
specme«l, and 1 believe perbaps even a
little ea.rlier, for T have wo doubt that |
everything the Government can do in |
the way of facilitating the completion of
the wurk in anticipation of the time
all_o\ved for it will be done. It is
evidently weil understood by them
that the opening up ot this great high-
Way to the West is now a first necess?l.y
to the settlement of the country. We
::';l(’; get people to Fprc William by water,
Opena?l 80on as a railway to Red River is
¢ ro: l up, so that we can have access
we c~g] 3111' own country to Manit ba,

me:l: efy all compelition from the
'ean lines. As it now stands it 15 a

matte L . .
ter of necessity in going to Manitoba
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to travel over the line of the Northern
Pacific and to proceed from a point on
that line northward to Manitoba, through
American territory.  The adopiion of the
route in British Columbia is algo a mat-
ter which must give great satisfaction to
the whole country and especially to those
who are represented in this House | v the
hon. gentlemen from that distant Pro-
vince. T am satisfied that the most
elivible line has been selected. The
difficulties of constructing # road through
that country are confessedly very great.

They are such as to severely tax
our energies aund  resources, but
those difliculties must be encountered
and overcome. They are part of

the first scheme for constructing a trans-
continental railroad and the section which
is now ander contract will form a link
in that great iron band which is to unite
us in a few years, I trust, with the Paci-
fic Province. His Excellency gives to us
an item of information which, I am sure,
is received with great satisfuction by
every member of this House; it is the
satisfactory financial position of the In-
tercolonial Railway. We ave told that a
rigidl system of economy has been adopted
in the management of that line which,
without impmiring its efficiency, hus effect-
ed such a diminution ot the expenses of
nanagement as to warrant the belief that
thz country will in thefuture be relieved
frown any burden in its operation. In
lovking into the figures in conuection

, with this matter, I win gratitied to find

that the language used is very moderate.
His Excell ney might, with great pro-
priety, have said that, in’a very short
tire, the road will be self-sustaining,
In the meantime it is a very important
matter to us that a large annual expen-
diture has been reduced to something
which is quite within our means. I do
not suppose that the improvement over
former yearsis wholly due to the retrench-
ment in the expenses of management,
though I have no doubt that the expen-
diture has been nearly brought within
the income maiunly by that means, I
presume that the tratfic over the road
has increased and yieided larger receipts,
and would ask the houn. Minister of
Militia is it not so ?

Hon.

Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
Yes.
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Hon. Mr. VIDAL—And the in-
crease in receipts therefore forms a con-
siderable item in this balancing the
revenue with the cost of rnnning the
road. I need not dwell upon the para-
graph relating to the want among the
Indians, and the necessity for supplying
that want. This apprals to a senti-
ment in our nature to which no hon.
gentleman will for one moment fail to
respond.  They are now largely depend-
ent upon us. We lave, in the Provi-
dence of God, gone in and taken their
hunting fields from them. They are
gradually vanishing away ULefore our
branch of the human family. Tt is our
duty to care for them and use them well,
a duty which has ever bicen recognized
and acted upon by the DBritish Govern-
ment, and by its officers, who have inva-
riably tieated them with all honesty and
kindness, and we have experienced the
blessed results of this fair, honorable and
upright treatment; for, while in the
United States, trouble after trouble, and
war after war has from time to time
arisen on account of the way in which
their Indians have heen treated, we on
this side of the boundary line find in
every red man a peaceable and faithful
subject of Her Majesty, and a brave
wartrior, if such be needed, to maintain
the rights and privileges of our country
and our Queen. It will be very satisfac-
tory to us, of course, to devote our atten-
tion to the measures which His Excellency
alludes to, and which we feel are necessary
for the promotion of economy and the
right management of afluirs in our coun-
try, when these arc submitted to us.
They will, no doubt, receive from the
Senate now, ag they have in the past,
most careful and mature consideration.
The Acts of Incorpmation of the banks of
the Dominion expiring next year, some
new banking law will bo required ; it is
unquestionably a measure of very great
importance ; and if we take up this and
all the others referved to, this will be a
busyl session. We are in a position to
deal intelligently with the brnks, guided
by the experience of the past years, and
I think that our legislation will probably
be in the direction of giving a uniform
banking system to the whole of the
Dominion, embodying such amendments
as may have been suggested by the ex-
perience of the past, in ovder to protect
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the public from loss and failure in the-
future. The subject of insclvency is also-
referred to. It will be remembered that
this was before us last year. A measure
was lrought fiom the House of Commons
repealing the existing Act,butwas rejected
by this House, not on its merits, but be-
cause it was felt by the majority that, bad
as the law is, and great as the evils are
which result under its administration,
the evils resalting from its sudden abro-
gation would be greater still; and our ob-
ject was not so much to maintain it as a
good or satisfactory law, as to give the
Government a year for consideration, in
the hope that they would bring down an
acceptuble measure to Parliament on the
subject this Session. We have a new
matter presented in the next paragraph,
relating to foreign trade, and the sugges-
tion of appointing a gentleman to repre-
sent the Dominion in London. Itis a
eratifying thing for us to know that
Canada is at last becoming recognized
and known in the older countries ; that
to a very large extent the lamentable
ignorance which has so long prevailed on
the other side of the Atlantic in regard
to Canada and its resources is
at last really passing away. This grati-
fying change is, I think, in no small
measuro to be attributed to the wisdom
and kindness of our Gracious Sovereign
in permitting her daughter to come to-
Canada and to reside for a time among
us, an act which I think has been of
great benefit to our country, while T am
sure it has strengthened in the hearts of
all who have inet Her Royal Highness.
those feelings of loyalty and attachiment
to our Gracious Sovereign which are so
natural to the Canadian people. I do
trust that the sojourn of Her Royul
Ilighness in Canada will so fill her mind
with pleasant memories of the Dominion
that our country will reach and maintain
a still higher position in the thoughts
and wmiuds of our brethern in the old
country. I Lelieve that this will be one
of the very beneficial and permanent re-
sults which will flow from the present
connection of the Governor-General and
his excellent and amiable consort with
the Dominion of Cunada.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT —Before proceeding
to make the few remarks which I pro-
pose to address to the House on the sub-
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Jeet of the Speech from the Throne, I} who moved the reply to the Speech and

perha

PS may be permitted to note the
<han

8¢ which has taken place in our
)0dy since we last met in this Chamber.
Sir, the gentleman who for one session
Presided where you are now seated, has,
am happy to suy, been promoted to a
higher position. Iam sure we allrejoice
to see that Mr. Wilmot is to be the
fl}ture Lieutenant-Governor of the Pro-
vVince of New Brunswick. His associa-
tions with that Province, and the various
Positions whick: he held there during a
lO'ng and somewhat eventful life, entitle
him to that exalted station ; and I am
Sure that the House will join me in

offering cur congratulations on his pro-
motion,

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPDELL—
Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr., SCOTT—At the same time,
Permit me to record here my felicitations
at the sclection the Government have
made in the gentleman who is presiding
‘Over this Chamber. I think, Sir, that
Promotion was due to the services that
you had rvendered to the party with
which you have been so long associated,
and a fitting recognition and tribute to
yourself ; and althongh the Speaker of
the Senate is not called upon to decide
those delicate points which arise in the
other branch of Parliament, still there
are times when he is called upon to
%‘01(! the scales equally. T am quite sure
M judging questions which may from
tme to time be submitted to the chair,
Wwe shall have the benefit of ripe judg-
ment and long experience, and, at least,
of a most anxious desire to faithfully and
fairly discharge the duties incidental to
the position.  There are, no doubt, many
gentlemen in this Chawmber who, from
©xperience and political training, are
fitted for the position ; but T think none
will be prepared to say that you, Sir, have
not justly earned the distinction which

a8 been conferred upon you ; and I say
flgain that 1 express, [ am sure, the feel-
ngs of this House when I assure you of
the confidence that we all repose in your
Judgment on questions which may from
time time to time be remitted to you for
oonsideration. T desiro to cordially ap-
prove of and acquiesce in the gentiments
whichhave fallen, both from the gentloman

Hon. Mr, Scott.

the gentleman who seconded it, in refer-
ence to the very great pleasure it has
given us on this and on a former occasion
to be honored by the presence of a Royal
Princess at the ceremony of opening the
Parliament of Canada. Let us hope we
shall for some years to come have a re-
newal of the gratification it has afforded
us in geeing that highly-estoemed mem-
ber of Her Maujesty’s own family take
her place with His Excellency on the
throne in this Chamber. The presence
in Canada of Her Royal Highness will
naturally assist in keepihg bright the
flame of allegiance and loyalty entertain-
ed by the people of this country to Her

1 Majesty and the Crown of England.

Coning now to the first paragraph of
the Speech, reference is made to the boun-
tiful harvest of last year. We can all con-
cur in expressions of gratitude for the
bountiful harvest which has been vouzh-
safed to this land. The latter part of
that paragraph seems—I shall not say
craftily, because that is unparliamentary
—to have been framed with the in-
tention of ascribing to other causes
than the good harvest, the return
of prosperity in particular sections
of the country. The hon. member who
seconds the Address expressed the belief
that returning prosperity was largely due
to the change in the Government of the
country. I think it is a bold statement
to make to any intelligent body of listen-
ers that the slight lifting of the cloud of
depression that has so long hung over
this country is due to any other cause
than the abundant harvest on this side of
the Atlantic and the deficient harvest in
the British Tsles and the continent of
Europe.

Tlon. Mr. HOPE—Hear, heur.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—I repeat that he
would be a bold man who would say
that it was due to any other cause than
prosperity in the United States and this
country, and the upward tendency of
prives of produce in Europe. It is, of
course, a very prolific subject and one
that T did not intend to touch upon to-
day. Other opportunities will, no doubt,
be afforded ws to disenss it on oceasions
when it will be more fitting and when
we will have an opportunity of bringing
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proofs that possibly may be necessary
to  satisfy  many skeptical wminds.
At  pressnt [ desire to express
my belief that the paragraph would read
very much more harmoniously if the
second part were the natural sequence of
the first, and acknowledged that the pros
perity of Canada is due to the excellent
harvest which it has pleased Provilence
to give us. T am glad that His Excel-
lency’s advisers have thoaght proper to
recommend that he should call attention,
in the second paragraph of the Speech, tu
the distress which prevails in Ireland.
The fact that.at least 300,000 people are
absolutely destitute 'of food, and that in
addition to this, some 20,000 more are
deprived of many of the necessaries ot
lifo, ought to be a reason why we in
Canada should not only offer them our
sympathy, but give them, in a mote sub-
stantial way, such marerial aid as will be
a henefit to them in their dire distress.
The people of the United States,
France and other countries, who are
not ailied ag nearly as we are to the
people of Treland, have, in a geu-
erous and spontaneous manner, come
to the rescue, and, therefore, I think
it is well that we should supplement our
individval subscriptions by a natiounal
gitt. T hope that the Government will
feel justified in making it a donation
worthy of the occasion. We owe much
to Ireland. Her sons have helped to
make this land what it is to-day. They
have assisted to buill up our cities and
towns, and it is but fitting that we
should remember them in their hour of
suffering.  Moreover, our prosperity is,
in a measure, due to the very destitution
which prevails, not only there, but upon
the continent of Europe. It is apparent,
by late advices, at all events, that in
many provinces of Austria and Southera
Russia there is almost as great a dearth
of the necessaries of life as exists in
Ireland. Qur prosperity is largely due
to the failure of the crops on the other
side of the Atlantic, and that is a greater
reason why we should be stimulated to
give some substantial assistance to them
in their great distress. The next para-
graph has reference to the success which
attended the visit of the tenaut farmers’
delegates to this country. I think
it was a very happy idea, whoever con-
ceived it, to invite the people in the
Hon. Mr. Seott.
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various rural constituencies of Encland
aud Scotland, to select their own judges
to come to Canada and enynire and ex-
amine for themiselvesinto the representa-
tions which had been made to them fromn
year to year by our emigration agents. I
am glad that the happy ide. 1s likely to
be attended with substantial results, for
no evidence could e more satisfactory to
the peop'e of the British Islands than the
statements of those disinterested judges,
8:lected by themselves to report upon the
agricultural capaciy of this couneey. It
is quite true that the time and circan-
stances momewhat favored the result.
Plenty prevailed on this sicle, want o the
other. Tt was a favorable yoar on this
side, an unfavorable one on the othei.
Rain-clouds and gloom hung over the:
British Islands during the months when
the crops were expected to vipen ; on this
side there was sunshine and brightness,
Their reports. therefore, way possibly be
somewhat couleur de rose, but it cannot be
gainsaia that the position of many of the
agriculturists of Great Britain will be,
very greatly improved by taking up lands,
not only in Ontario and Quebec, but es-
pecially in the North-West.  The vext
paragraph hus reference to the Pucific
Railway, aud its early completivn between
Lake Superior and Red River; and ny
hon. friend who seconded the Address
could not allow the opportunity to pass.
without giving a slap at the late Admin-
istration in having failed to commence
the central link between the two sections
already constructed of the line from
Thonder Bay to Red River. I have
only to repeat what T said on a former
ocecasion when this subject was under
discussion, that I think it was—and ex-
perience has proved it—wise policy to
commence to build the two ends before
beginning at the middle, in a conntry
where it was utterly impossible to gut.
any supplies, where there were no roads,.
and no trailg, even, such as exist in the-
Novth-West. It always seemed to me
that it was not a sensible or rational cri-
ticism to maintain that the contract for
the central section, a distanco of one
hundred and fifsy miles from the civilized.
portivns of the country, should have been
given ont contemporaneously with the
two end sections. How are supplies.
carried to this wmiddle ink now 1 Eidher
by one road or the other, from Thunder-
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Bay. Wwestward or from Selkirk eastward
noled]me ig Leing built in that way and
doubt will now, with these increased
Mllities, be finished within a reasonable
se““d- In my bel'ef. the central part
Oull not have been built any earlier had
C contracts been given out contempora-
neo‘}SI)’ either with the Thunder Bay
Section or the Red River end. I should
ave liked, had His Excellency’s ad-
Visers thought proper to inform us,
© know how it is proposed to
Yeach Thander Bay from the east-
e provinces. We ave all aware
th"_t the Province of Quebec has
8erionsly embarrassed itself by the
®Xpenditure of some ten or twelve
Willisng  of  dollars  for the con
Struction of a trunk line from the
%ty of Quebec to Ottawa. It was in-
tendad to be the outlet for the Province
of Quebec to the Pacific Railway. [t
Wag projected al a time when the eastern
Tminus of the Pacific Railway was
OCuted at a point sonth-east of Lake
pissing. When theland and water route
W8 adopted by the late Government, it
¥as proposed that they should reach the
%0ast of Lake Huron Ly means of the
orgian Ray Branch. That has been
bandoned. The present Government
ancelled the contract under which that
B was to be built, and the present
8y8tem of railways connected with the
trunk line of Quebec terminate in the
Woods at Lake N ipissing. That is a
matter which T think the House should
ha"e been advised upon. They should
ave been
Oliered a5 a substitute for the Georgian
2y Branch. Those who read the public
Prints are, of course, aware that the
Soustruction of a line wid Sault
d_“’- Marie has been considerably
eussed, but it will be a matter of con-
Siderable interest to the people of Quebec
o It:am how they are to reach the waters
distalke Huron and Lake Superior. The
nea from Luake Nipissing to Thunder
4Y, or to any other point on the Pacific
R ilway, if the line were to be built on
e north side of the lukes, would be
‘m:nt}f:Ve to six hundred miles.  That is
mﬁ?m er fqrm:dable distance throqgh a
ing d_"." Wlu‘ch presents so many engineer-
¢ liculties. 1Its topography, particu-
¥ of that portion north of Lake Su-
Tior, i3 of the most forbidding descrip-
Hon. Mr., Scott.
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tion. The country is extremely rough
and cut up by ravines. T observe that,
notwithstanding the little note of warn-
ing which I had, in the opiuion of some
hon. gentlemen, the andacity to sound at
the end of last Session, when mauy gen-
tlemen now within range of my voice
ware not present, the Government have
given out the contract for a section in
British CHlumbia.  Anid here I may re-
mark that T cordiaily agree with my hon,
friend who seconded the Address, (Mr.
Vidal) that it the road h«d to be built,
the selection of the Fraser River route
was a judicious one. He might have gone
further and satd that it was the route
which the late Minister of Public Works
had reported in favor of.

Hon. Mr. HOPE-—~Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT —In July, 1878, an
Order in Council was passed selecting that
voute. After the cha :ge of Government,
that, like many other acts of the late
Administiation, was at once condemned
and. an effort was made to reach the
waters of the Pacific by another chanuel.
New surveys were instituted, and ad-
ditional money was spent, and finally,
atter much expense had been incurred,
the Order in Council of July, 1878, was
revived and the.Fraser River ronte adopt-
ed by the present Administration. Speak-
ing for myself, as I said last year when
t'e estimates were up for discussion,.
I did hope that the Government
would pause before committing this
country to tho expenditure of twelve
millions of dollars in constructing this
railway in British Columbia. 1t could
be nothing more than a local line, and I
do not see that any good results could
follow from it to the Dominion gene-
rally. In a country where the popu-
lation was less than in one of the
wards of this city, I did not see that
it could be jussified, and if we had the
money to spend it could be more wisely
and judiciously employed iu developing
other parts of the Dominion. I could
not recognise in any wayv that it was
carrving out the agreement with British
Columbia by the building of an isolated
line of 127 miles. When the Cauadian
Pacific Railway reaches the eastern
slopes of the Rocky Mountains it will
be quite tine enough, in my opinion, to-
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commence the construction of a line
through the sea of mountains between
that range and the Pacific coast. I may
stand alone in my views, and I speak
for myself solely, but I do think that it
was an unwise act on the part of the
Government to have signed the contract:
In regard to those portions of the railway
that we are told the Government propose
building west of Red River, I can only
say that they bave my cordial sapport
and approval in any project to penetrate
the fertile belt. If the lands of that
country can be in any way utilized to
subsidize railways, 1 think that the Gov-
ernment would deserve well of the
country if they would in every way aid
and stimulate the building of railways in
the fertile portions of the North-West.
It is there that we are to get our in-
creased population. Itis to that country
we are inviting the people, not alone of
the British Islands, but of Germany,
Bweden, Denmark, and other countries
of Europs, to exchange their small
holdings in the Old World for the large
farms that they can obtain in the North-
West, and the Government will be
justified in giving every facility for
openiug up that great country. Had
the ten or twelve millions of dollars
which, in my opinion, are to be wasted
in British Columbia, been used for the
purpose of building railwiys in our North-
West, I shoald have given it my approval.
Nothing benetits a country like railways.
They have built up Kansas and Min-
nesota, and they are filling up the West-
ern States with a vast population.
Thousanls of people are pouring into
Kansas and other Western States, where
railway facilities exist, and we know how
Minnesota has grown up by the aid of
railways, wherever fertile country offered
inducements for farmers to settle. A
paragraph is devoted to the Intercolonial
Railway. We shall all be glad to know
that the half willion or three-quarters of
a million of d:llars spent on that line is
to be reduced. 1 hope, however, that it
is not at the cost of running down
the road, or  the diminution of
roliing stock. Up to within the
last few weeks we never heard of
accidents occurring on the Interco-
lonial Railway. It was only in the last
month or two that we hearl of traing
running off the track and acecilents oe-
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curring by the breaking of wheels
and other causes incidental to railways
not carefully managed. I hope that this
economy is not duc to the ahsence of
superior management. Our friends from
the Maritime Provinces will be able to
speak more positively on that point ;
they have their own individual expe-
rience and can, no doubt, speak on the
subject, because it is one that they are at
home upon. The paragraph in reference
to the Indians is one that does not sur-
prise me. 1 have long felt that it was a
problem which we would have to meet
and solve. As the white man encroaches
on the hunting grounds of the Indians,
their means of support become less and
less ; their territory becomes morve cir-
cumscribed, and as civilization advances
the problem of what we shall do with
our Indians must be met. I am glad that
we are taking the civilized idea of at
least protecting the savage and eudea-
voring to reform him and make Lim a
husbandman, if possible, though I doubs
very much the success of such endeavors
in the firss generation. It may be, after
the first generation we may domesticate
them to earn their bread as white men
do by the cultivation of the soil. It will
Le, however, a serious tax upon the re-
venues of the country. Speaking from
recollection, the cost of our Indian ser-
vice now reaches up to three quarters of
a willion, and I will not be surprised to
hear this year that it will be up to
$300,000, a very lurge item in our expen-
diture. The next paragraph is one that
somewhat challenges criticism ; it is the
mild reference—a milk-and-water refer-
ence—that is made to the N. P.

“ You will be pleased to learn that the effect
of the tariff of last Session in the development
of the varied industries of the contry has on
the whole been very satisfactory.”

Well, it is an extremely qualified ap-
proval. All T can say is it does not
come up to what was foreshadowed s
year ago in this Chamber. [t does not
realize those beautiful visions that were
described by hon. gentlemen opposite, not
only in addressing audiences in the coun-
try and on platforins in various places,
but algo in this House and in another
place, of what was to follow the adoption
of tho Nationul Policy. This paragraph
tells us that on the whole it has proved
satisfactory. [ hav: no doulit that it
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has been satisfactory to ten or twelve
st;:;:and persons in  Canada, to the
milly holders of the eight or ten cotton
— Who have been enabled to ckarge
800d deal higher for the goods they
4Ve been manufacturing. It has enabled
m:'.n, no doubt, to give wus, perhaps,
'¢ goods than they would have given

Under the old tariff. Some of these cotton |

m_‘ S, under the old tariff, were making
illx(t),[-n ‘ﬁlgh.t to twelve per ceat. before the
vh'Oductmn of the National Poliey ;
'f148 they are making now I am not pre-
f}:l‘ed tosay ; thisinteresting information
they keep ‘to themselves, as it is not to
CIr interest that the public should know
h‘“' the extra ten or twelve per cent.
Wi:y are now getting, that ought other-
e“’"t@ go into the revenue, has been
O'ted from the pockets of the people
alradd to the wealth of those who are
cult-a‘ld): rich,  The effect in this parti-
ar 1s—like the outcome of all those
4WS—t0 make the rich richer and the
s:::.l‘ Poorer. Take the cotton mills, the
34T refinery and a few other industries
cit."“e"el‘al points, more particularly in
N 18 and towns, and, no doubt. the
results upe very satisfactory; but I fancy
Wow? co.uld analyse it numerically, we
15“(] fiud that when we had named
2,000 people, that woull be the limit
; ~those' who hal henefited by the
Wroduction of the fiscal policy which
@ Mlnistry, through His Excellency,
Gatii['“s has been ‘““on the whole very
ea;- :l(:tor " 1 was rather §tartled to
say ¥ hon, seconder of this Address
Y that some people were skeptical of
"1® changs. T um not aware where these
Some people ” arve ; T am not aware that
n:n‘:ta pointing particularly to the oppo-
at 1 ot the taritf. I suppose he was,
are think the people of this country
]acl"‘ifpared to say a change has taken
the? n kome parts of Car‘xada_ within
withast few months, and I think I conld,
on out detaining hon. gentlemen very
erg’ Polat out its cause. I think it is
mey Obvious, Let me ask hon. gentle-
° l“ lf' nhe_y' had a good harvest on the
‘€T side of the Atlantic and we had had a
beenha‘-'vesb in Canada, would ﬂ'le_y have
Yesq] t“:‘ble to point to any satisfactory
awp] } hat'a.re the two sources of
large m’:‘! Prosperity we feel to-day 1 Our
coun, t‘f“’POOf cereals has given life to the
Y ; it has enabled the farmer to
Ton. 3y, Secott. :
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improve his purchasing power ; to buy
from the small merchant, ‘who, in his
turn, has been able to pay the wholesale
man, who, in his turn, has been able to
pay his overdue bLills at the banks. Ouqr
railways have been taxed to their utmost
to carry forward the grain ; it has aided
our shipping trade, and with the demand
for cattle, chvese, butter and every-
thing that is produced on the
Tarm, 1t has given trade a stimulus and
we have been enablet to export more
heavily than we ever did before. This
same course has enabled the United
Staies to send over six hundred millions
of dollars’ worth of their produce, cotton,
cereals and animals, to Europe, but not
the manufactures of the United States.
Their whole exports this year will be in
the neighborhood of $300,000,000, and
certainly 85 per cent. of that will be due
to the productions of the soil. These

large sales  which they have been
making in Europe have enabled them
to purchase more largely, and to
come in and bdiy our sawn lum-

ber in ("anada, which has given to that
industry a new impetus—an export which
reaches up to $25,000.000, and in which
80 many of our people are interested. It
is the increased purchasi g pcwer there
that has given the stimulus to the lumber
trade, and, singular to say, by one of those
extraordinary paradoxes, 8o to speak, the
people of Eungland were indirectly bene-
tited by the great crops on this continent,
The artisan has been erabled, in a year
of scarcity there, to get his food at very
nearly the same prices he paid for it hefore.
The purchasing power in the United
Suates has set going the mills in England,
and the iron and coal interests theve are
to-day most actively stimulated by the
ability of the United States to purchase
their exports. Can any hon. gentleman
point out that there is any important ex-
portof our manufacturesunder the present
tariff? The lumber trade has improved
because people abroad can purchase, and
our people have been enabled to «ell their
surplus ; butas to the fiscal policy having
in any way contributed o this change, I
deny. I am free to admit that there are
certain people and certain localities that
are benefited, but they ure restrictdd to
small areas and to fow people. Canada
is a nation of four millions of people, and
to-day you cannot point out more than

2
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20,000 who are benefited by the change.
I do not know tha~ I should call attention
to any further points in the Speech.
Thera is one other paragraph on which,
perhaps, T might make a few comments :
that is t'.e one in reference to the foreign
trade of Cunada. A very important an-
nonncement was made in the Spoech
which was placed in His Excellency’s
hands last year, that negotiations were
then in progress hy which we were going
to obtain more intimate trade relations
with France and Spain. We were told
that those negotiations had every pros-
pect of success, and by those trade
relations we were to be largely the gain-
ers. I do not find any reference to the
success of those negotiations in the Speech
this year. On the contrary, I believe
that all negotiations have practically
failed. It is to be hoped that the efforts
being made, as indicated in the Speech,
will not also prove alioitive,and that we
wi.l be more fortunate in securing trade re-
lations with some of the countries of the
world. The Speech has some owmissions, as
all speeclies have. Few of them are perfect.
One of the important omissions is any
announcement of the result that attended
the visit of several of His Exeellency’s
Ministers to England last sumwer with
the view of eliciting the nid of the Empire
in the construction of the Pacific Rail-
way. We understood froma the announce-
ment made last year that it was hoped
that the aid of the Mother Country would
have been obtaine-d to assist us in build-
ing the Pacitic Railway. 1 do not see
that any reference has been made to the
suceess that the Government stated would
have attended their mission. I, of course,
do not intend to suggest any amendment
to the Speech, and am not disposed to chal-
lenge it very much, except the few para-
graphs T have had occasion to criticize—
move particularly the one which related
to the development of our trade. I should
have been ex:remely glad if I could bave
complimented the hon. gentlemen on the
success which they thewselves had an-
ticipated fiom the new policy, but I do
not teel that the country can congratuiate
the u on the result of the fiscal policy of
the last year.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
After listening to the remarks of the
hon. geutleman who has just taken

Hon. Mr. Scott.
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his seat, it must be concedel by all who
have heard hiin that the Speech trom the
Throne has been prepared with some
ability. The ability in preparing a
speech consists in this: that it should
say what it is thought expedient to say,
and yet present as few salient points to
be attacked as possible, and [ think the
hon. gentleman, from the speech he has
made, has fcund that dithculty in the
present instance. The hon. gentleman,
after concurring in the congratulations
that were expressed by my hou. friend
frow DeSalaberry in the very cloquent
speech which he has made in moving this
Address, and in the remarks of my hon.
friend from Sarnia in seconding it, called
our attention to the fivst paragraph to
which he thought ohjection mizht be
taken, which was that, although we had
recognized the bounty of Providence in
blessing the country with a good harvest,
yet we seemed to take some credit to
ourselves for the effect which that har-
vest has had on the country. Tt
occurred to me that that point was put
very well by the hon. gentlemsn from
DeSalaberry when he said that, aithough
it was quite evident that the Gov-
ernment did not, and could mnot
of its own moere force and strength,
bring abowt a return of com-
mercial and  industrial  prosperity,
we bad not, at all events, folded our
talent in a napkin or buried it in the
earth, but had done all we could to facili-
tate the return of prosperity. T think I
may venture to say in tis connection
that one of the most grevious faults
which were found with the late Govern-
ment was this: that they were not will-
ing to do anything ; that they not only
tolded their hands and buried their tal-
ent in the earth, but they ostentatiously
proclaimed it to the country ; that they
destroyed hope by saying there was none;
that they would not in any way
strengthen the hauds of those who were
endeavoring to bring about prosperity,
but were content to fold their arms and
say, “ we can do nothing ; we must wait.
and suffer.” There wus a great contrast
between the apathy and wanu of sym-
pathy which the late Governmeut ex-
hibited and the quick and earnest symn-
pathy and active exertions which have
been made by the present Government,.
at all events to do as much as lay within
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onr power, in the hope and belief that
W could ussist to bring about that pros-
PeTity.  Far be it from us—and no sen-
gible man would do so—to take credit in
ANy other way than in the spirit I have
mentioned for the return of prosperity

the country ; but, at all events, we

ave wot folded our hands as
¥ dit, and ostentatiously proclaimed
a4 we could and woull do

Dothing, The hon. gentleman, with ro-
erence to our Pacific Railway policy,
0ds zomg fanlt with the criticism which
was offered by my hon. friend from
b D14, as to his Government not having
Uilt the intermediate link becween the
end of the railway starting from Lake
‘'Derior and that section extending from
o iver eastwarl, and he very ingen-
inusly says: “ Would you build the
termediate link before you comence
©endg? These are the means by which
2® material necessary for the construc-
b:“ of the intermediate link are to be
'm:“ght to it ; that is the most conveni-
Way to do it, and it could not be
wallle otherwise.,” But hon. gentlemen
1 recall what happened in_ previous
xy:a:{s In this House, and the speeches
00: © hy the hon. gentleman when he
" Wplel the position that I now un-
orthily f]. They will remember that
® lntermediate link of 186 miles was
t::dcommenced because it was not in-
wer:d t0 be built at that time ; and we
not betheu. told that it might or might
not b ll)lll_llt ; that it, at any rate, would
that ¢, uilt for four or five yesrs ; but
con ere was to be some other way of
fecting the two ends. There was to
Loa Water route by way of Fort Frances
°%, and by meuns of the navigation of
8 and rivers between these two sec-
98, and that this connection was to
!‘ox: for years to come. I am speaking
hav llnﬁmory merely, and a few years
S eapsed since then, bus I think the
1tion taken by the then Government,

lak
tio

‘:{: Which I am endeavoring to
8ent% the memory of hon.
2 °len  was really the spirit
fon de:h‘ch my hon. friend de-
His the policy of that Administration.

to g(l:omtxon. wasg that they did not intend
termeq.. With the work upon that in-
for fm:}:te section, but would leave it
congt, r consideration, and would not

UCt it for some years to come. At

Hon. Siy Al Campbell.
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all events that was the course which was
deferded by the hon. gentleman in this

 House. That is not the policy of the
presert Administration. We found the
two links in course of construction, and
we tock the most prompt measures in

“our power to put the intermediate link

~under contract with a view to having
continuous railway comwnunication be-

tween Lake Saperior and Red River. I

(think it isa just matter for congratu-

!lution, and the country will think so,

that we will have in a sh rt time

"through our own country an outlet for

" the products of the North-West, products

I'which I hope by that time will be in-

‘creased very many fold. In criticising
the course which the Government has
pursued in another part of their railway
p licy—that part relating to British
Columbia— the bon. gentleman said that
my hon. friend from Sarnia had forgot-
ten to mention that the adoption of the
Burrard Inlet route was merely carrying

out the policy of the late Govcrnment.

My hon. friend did not say so, for reasons

that, I suppose, he is best qualitied to

give, but most probably because be did

not think it fell within his argument.

But the Speech, if the hon. gentleman

will glance at it, takes no credit to this

Government for the selection of that

route. ‘I he language is simply that the

Fraser River route was adopted. Itisa

mere Statement of the fact. [t was tie

route in favor of which we had the strong-
est evidence. Having explored the Pine-

River Pass and the country north of the

Yellow-Head Pass, and finding that the-

railway could not be constructed by

that way with increased advantages over

‘he Burrard Inlet route, and counsidering

that the latter was the more southern in

latitude and psssed through the ‘best
populated country, and to the best and
most southern harbor, it was adopted—
and we acted in continuation of the de-
cisions of the previous Government. But
no special merit is claimed in thaut con-
pection. After baving asked Parliament
to allow us to enquire into another route
which had not been considered or ex-
amined, and after having obtained all the
information we could upon the subject of
that route, we came to the conclusion
that the Burrard Inlet line was the one
which should be follewed. But the
hon. gentleman says that to build .25
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miles of the road from Emory’s Bar to
Savona’s Ferry is not realiy a commence-
ment of the work on the Pacific coast, or
of a section of the Pacific Railway ; but,
if 1 remember aright, that was the plan of
the late Government.

Hon. Mr., AIKINS—Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
They considered it a commencement of
the Pacitic Railway.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
The hon. gentleman shakes his head,
but I am convinced that I am right. 1
can hardly be wistaken that this 125
miles was selected as the portion of the
work on the Pacific cosst which they
would bogin. But the hon. gentleman
says that it begins nowhere and ends no-
where, and asks, ** Why did you begin
there 1” For the very reasons that actu-
ated the Government of the hon. gentle-
man—that there is steam commmunication
by water up the Fraser to Ewmory's
Bar, and that by constructing 125 miles
of railway from that point, you carry the
steas communication to Kamloops, where
there is a large area of fertile land.
These are the reasons which actuated us,
. and the reasons which, I am surs, actu-
ated the lute Governmentin propousing to
commence the Pacific Railway at the
very point where we have begun to build
it ; and believing that it was a real com-
mencement, a bora fide commencement,
the best under all the circumstances that
could be adopted, we have awarded the
contracts. The hon. gentleman exagge-
rated, I am sure unintentionally, the
cost of the work which we have com-
menced on that side of the continent.
He says that this large expenditure
will bring no return, that there
are very few inhabitants there, and that
we are simply wasting a large amount of
money without effecting any good. Then
again comes the question, what was the
propusition of the late Government?
Simply to do the same thing.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.—No.

Hon. Sir ALEX, CAMPBELL—
The hon. gentleman shakes his head,
but I am convinced that it was.

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.
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‘We were obliged to consider the compact
which was made with British Columbia,
and the good faith of this country which
was pledged ; we were obliged to consi-
der the undertaking which was entered
upon by the Government of which I was
a member in former years, and by the
late Government of which the hon. gen-
tleman was a member, which had been
frequently canvassed on both sides of the
contipent, which had been made the sub-
ject of remonstrance, and despatches by
the British Government from time totime,
and the subject of decisions by the Colo-
nial Secretary, in his mediation, so to
speak,between the Government of British
Columbia and this Government. It was
necessary for this Government to proceed
with the work with promptitude that it
might be made apparenc that we were
desirous of maintaining the pledged faith
of the Donminion and wished to build the
road as soon as we could get reliable in-
formation after full inquiry. We have
undertaken the work on, I will not

suy the best route, but the least
objectionable route that could be
found. It was the bounden duty

of whatever Goverument was admin-
istering the affuirs of this country to go
on with that work on the west side of
the Ro:ky Mountains. The hon. gentle-
man concurs—and I feel grateful to him
for many parts of his sp:ech—in the
policy of the Government in developing
the prairie country of the North-West.
No doubt the more miles of railway we
can build in that portion of the country
the better it will be for the North- v est,
and for the Dominion at large. I should
be glad if we could have so managed
affuiry as to have built the railway to the
Rocky Mountains before cominencing in
British Coluwmbia, but that would not
have been keeping faith with that Pro-
vince. But whilst we are goinv on on
that side of the coutinent we are still
more actively pushing the works of the
Pacific Railway in the great plains of
the North-West, where the population,
which is ultimately to reward us for all
the moneys we are expeuding and all
the responsibilities and anxieties we are
undergoing, is to find places and homes
and a future.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—DPerhaps the hon.

I geutlewan will just allow me to recall
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:‘nlﬂ recollection to a point which escaped
inY memory at the time I was speak-
Cogl‘l our own compact with British
of éf"bla'Was made suhject to the ability
acr anada to carry out the terms of.
f('?"llee!l}ent. In the Act of 1~74 the

OWing proviso occurs :—* Provided
a Vays that the resources of this country
" equal to the expenditure.” It was

R that ground alone that I took excep-
tlon to i,

IfHon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
th th? plan which was adopted by
ls‘isfxovemment which left office in
e had been followed up, and the rail-
itays had been built, as I still believe
ang"“ld have been by the grant of land
of ihmfmey, then, perhaps, the question
the €08t becoming a serious burden on
bel; People would not have arisen. I
beeleve thut the original plan might have
0 been carvied out, and would have
eou“ carried out, but for the unpatriotic
nen?" Pursued on this-side of the conti-
for £ I believe it migh® have been built
t‘he_thlr-t:y millious of dollars and the
7 millions acres of land.

Hon. Mg, SCOTT.—No.

TllHou. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
stil] l°ll_. gentleman says “No.” I
Passed)elleve it, but the quesiuon has
onzie by. The Government of Mr. Mac-
ing th 80 changed the mode of construct-
ment :!‘mlway as to maks it a Govern-
tion, ork from end to end in construc-
w 'l’d I fear hereafter in nperating it.
to Par:-(l)' 1cy of their predecessors, declared
- 1ament and expressed in resolutions
m;s and the other branch of the legis-
terpl-" Was to construct it by private en-
lang ‘SeI,Ialded by grants of woney and of
the nder the changes thus forced on
Work F“t_!‘y, we can but continue the
over or the present, at any rate, as a
lieve :}':lent work, but we hope and be-
eans fﬂt we are keeping within the
o Wo?*k thg country, and I believe that
of the De will not out-run the resources
depg, o CPTTY it on without unduly bur-
::;gwglhle Ppeople. The pressure of in-
W6 nhall be<>0me upon us gradually, and
Woightin, able to meet it without over-
ablg ¢, kg the conntry, and I hope to be
“8p within the spirit of the lan-

on. Mr. Scoit,

minion, and that we still shall be |
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guage that the hon.gentleman has quoted,
but which the action of the Government
of which he was a member has rendered
it so difficult to comply with. He doubts
whether we are justified in using the lan.
guage which has been employed with re-
ference to the Intercolonial Railway. and
expresses the hope that we have not ar-
rived at the result which is mentioned in
the Speech by starving the road either in
its track or rolling stock. I believe that
the economy has Leen arrived at without
starving the road in any respect. It is
an economy for which the Minister of
Railways and Canals is entitled to great
credit, and which will surprise the
House when they come to hear
the details of the saving in expenses
which he hag made. It is in the neigh-
borhood of $200,000, and the Minister
has arrived at it in economy of admi-
nistration without starving the road, and
without any infringement of those prin-
ciples which should govern the munage-
ment of the railway. Of couarse, in
gradually veaching the equilibrinm be-
tweon revenue and expenditure, we are,
no doubt,to aconsiderable extent indebted
to the increase of business over the road,
but that of itself would not have done it ;
and it is not the principal item. The
result has been mainly Peached by
eccnomy of managerment onthe part of
my hon. friend the Minister of Railways.
The hon. gentlemen who surround me
upon all sides from the Maritime Pro-
vinces, who have personally leen over
the road, and who are familiar with the
working of it, and possibly some of them
with the rolling-stock, and all t:0se con-
siderations which should govern a person
before expressing an opinion, will
concur with me in saying that the
economy is one which has been consistent
with good management and the preser-
vation of the road. T cannot speak from
personal  knowledge, but I speak
from ioformation derived from the
Dcpartment which is charged with the
management of that work. My hon.
friend referred to the Tndians. T, of
courge, join him in all he has said on
that subject. It is a most lamentable
thing vhat we have to undertake
the sustenance of large bodies of Indians,
and may have to do so permanently in
the future, but in that vespect the Gov-
ernment hns not been idle. We have
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set about getting the Indians placed on
the reserves to teach them farming.
We have sent agents for the purpose of
getting them together, and farwers to
instruct them in agriculture, and we are
endeavoring, as far as it is in human
power to do, to induce the Indians to
live upon Lomes of their own, and to
look for sustenance to their own industry
rather than to the chase and their tish-
ing. The hon. gentleman, in reference
to the question which is mentioned in
one of the latter paragraphs—the ap-
pointment of a representative of Canada
in London, and trade with foreign na-
tions—says he finds no reference in the
Speech to negotiations mentioned in the
Speech of last Session with Krance and
Spain.  The hon. gentleman will be glad
to know that we do not at all despair of
a successful result of those negotiations
even yet. The negotiations with France
promised great success. I think I men-
tioned in the House Jlast year that the
then Government or France had agreed
to the terms proposed on behalf of Can-
ada, and that it was supposed at the
time I was addressing the House that
the Chamber of Deputies would bave
adopted the proposition made to the
Government ; but their system of ad-
ministration is different from ours. It
is not one of Respousible Government,
and although the proposition came to
the Chamber from the Government it
was not acceptable to the House, but

was postponed with a view to
bringing under the consideration of
the Chamber, at one time, the

trade relations of France upon the same
subject with other countries. 1 bave
reason to believe from letters which
have arrived in this country within the
last mouth or so that a change is still
likely to be adopted by France and that it
wmay beone which will still benefit thiscoun-
try, although not to the extent we then
hoped for. With veference to the ne-
gutiations with Spain they were conduct-
ed up to this point : they were to affect
ourrelations principally with Cuba. At the
time that they were broken off a deputa-
tion from Cuba wasexpected in Mad rid,and
our negotiations were postponed nutil their
arrival. The Spanish Government desir-
ed to enlarge the basis of negotiations
and to consider terms which would em-
brace the products of Cuba and also those

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.
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of Spain, and the terms of their admis-
sion into Canada. This delayed our efforts
in Spain last vear, and gave rise to the
necessity of seeking new powers from the
Iperial Government, and the postpone-
ment in consequence to this year. We
hope that the successful termination of
this matter may be one of the results to
follow onr having a representative of our
own in England who will watch particu-
larly over such matters, and be specially
charged with the duty of seeing that our
interests are represented in auy negotia-
tions between Great Britain and other
covntries in regard to trade relations.
We will all admit that it is eminently

desirable  that such  should he
the case. We Xnow more about our
own interests and how to serve

them, how deal with them in detail, than
any ambagsador or person employed by
the British Government outside of this
Dominion could possibly know ; and in
sending vo England a person representing
us bere, and giving him power to act tor
us, he will be recognized by Her Majesty
a8 our representative, and I have no
doubt that he can be of great benefit to
the Dominion in all negotiationsin vefer-
ence to our trade relutions in the future.
In this respect, and in all others that I
have mentioned, i think the Government
can say that they are alive to the inter-
ests of the country, and are active in all
directions to take whatever steps seem to
them likely to conduce to its p-osperity ;
wheceas the late Government folded their
arms when they were in power, and said :
“ Let us wait ; Providence will come.”

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—And Providence

cams.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
Well, if Providence has come, it has
core to us and did not come to the hon.
gentlemen. It shows how many advan-
tages we have over them, and it shows
also—ut least we have endeavored to
show —that we have deserved those ad-
vantages. The hon. gentleman found
fault with the 1nodesty of the
expressions used in that paragraph
of the Speech which relates to the effict
of the change male last Session in the
tariff, and says that only some fitteen or
sixteon thousand people have been
benefited Ly it, and they at the expense
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of the rest of the community.
W‘?‘L Ido wot wish now to discuss the
tarif question;thelanguage of the Speech is
moderate i tone, because we did not
Wish  to present any view which
coum not readilv be councurred in ; but
erit and modesty often go together. and

e hon, gentleman will find that we have
Tot been disappointed in the effects of our
tariff. The country at large approved
heart;ily of our intended chauge in Sep-
tember, 1878, and nothing has occurred
8lnce to make us doubt their continued
Support, or to give the hon. gentleman
Bny hope of our having disappointed

%6 who placed their trust in our
Avowed policy.

1o Ton. Mr. ALEX A NDER—As several

oM. members in this House desire to
:L’eak on the question, I beg to move
daﬂt the debdte be adjourned until Mon-

The motion was agreed tJ.
he Houge adjourued at 5.30 p.m.

THE SENATE.

Monday, February 16th, 1850.

The Menibers of the Senate were in-
é"'m@d that a Commission under the
thre“ Seual had bLeen issued, appointing
bs © Hou. Aos Edwin Botsford to be the

beaker of the Senate.

The (¢} . e . ]
Cleik. ommission was then read by the

The doors were opened at 4.30 p.m.

THE ADDRESS.
THE DEBATE CONTINUED.

The Order of the Day having been
<al ed-l‘esuming the adjourned debate
o0 the motion of Hon. Mr. Trudel, to
Present an Address to His Excellency

® Governor-General offering bhim the
respfﬁctfful thanks of the Senate for his
8rucious Speech to Parliament—

gllon. Mr. SCOTT said—Before the
oW Senator from Woodstock (Mr.
“Xander), proceeds to address the
00se, perhaps he would allow me to
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call attention to what is an unintentional
error on the part of the hon. and gallant
kuight who represents the Government
in this House.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Not

gallant ; not being in the army.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Heal of the Cana-
dian army. It is with reterence to a
statement ubout the building of the inter-
mediate link between the line of railway
which extends- from Thunder Bay west-
ward to the line from Red River eart~
ward. The inference from the langu:ge
he used would be that the policy of 1he
late Government was to postjone the
construction of that intermediate link to
some indefinite perviod. Now, as the
woik wasin progress up to English River,
a point forty or fifty miles beyond where
the water stretches vid Rainy River
could be availed of, it is quite obvious that
the intention of the late Government
was to construci the intermediate
link. In fact the late Adininistration,
in May, 1878, called for tenders for
the construction of the entire Facifie
Railway line, under the Act of 1874;
that is, paying $10,000 per mile, and
granting 20,000 acres of land, and four -
per cent. upon a sum fixed by the con-
tractor for a period of twenty-five years,
That was widely advertised in England
and Cuanada, and fearing lest suitable
tenders might not be received for the
portion more immediately to be con-
structed, that is, between Lake Superior
and Red River, the Government in
August 1878, advertized for tenders
under the cash system for the inter-
media‘e link. T have in my hands here
the Toronto Globe of August 16th, 1878,
in which tenders for the grading, track-
laving, etc., are called for. It reads:
% Nealed tenders will be received by the
undersigned, until the st Junuary next,
for the construction of,” etc. Then it
goes on to describe the portions of the
railway for which tenders were asked.
The tirst distance was forty miles, near
Euglish River to Raleigh ; the next from
Ruleigh to Eagle River ; and the third
from Eaglé River to Keewatin. The
time fixed was the Ist Junuary, and the
policy of the late Government was, of
course, to submit the several classes of
tenders to Parliament. It is unnecessary
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to say that with all the advertisement
that the scheme received in the Fnglish
market, no capitalists tendered for the
construction of the entire line under the
first proposition. Tenders were receiv-
ed, however, for building the intermedi-
ate link. It was on those tenders that
the present Government acted on giving
out the contracts for constructing the line
,from English River to Keewatin.

Hon. Sir ALEX CAMPBELL—Ido
not think X have anything to correct in
what T said last Friday. [ have not
seen the newspaper report of it, but what
I suid was sukstantially this: That the
present Government on eutering office
had put under contract the intermediate
link ; that that had not been done by the
late Goveinment, and that I had heard
the hon. gentleman himself state two or
three times in this House, while he was
& member of the late Administration,
that it was not the intention of his Gov-
ernment to go on with that intermediate
link; that it was reserved for future con-
sideratiom. This was the statement I
reterred to, and it was made several
times in this House by the hon,
gentleman. The course which the
the late Government puisued anterior to
the election of 1878 did not form the
subject of discussion the other day, in the
debate on the Address, in any way that I
know of. The hon. gentleman tvok oc-
casion, in his remarks, to say that my
hon. friend from DeSalaberry (Mr.
Trudel), in his speech, had forg tten to
state that the lite Government intended
to have gone on with that work—that it
was a part of their policy.  He forgot, in
the meantime, to make any mention of
the policy of uiilizing the water stretches,
which he had enlarged upon so repeatedly.
He said nothing in regard to the policy
of taking up the traffic at the termina-
tion of the 110 miles of road from
Red River to Keewatin, und con-
veying it by water to the other
110 miles of railway from the eastern
end of the water stretches to Thunder
Bay. While he was a member of the
late Administration he repeatedly told
us that that was their policy, and I
spoke in allusion to that in the remurks
which [ wade last Friday. The adver-
tisement for tenders, prior to the elec-
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discussion. I made no allusion to it in
any way, and had no knowledge of it.
The hon. gentleman is mistaken in sup-
posing that any tenders from that adver-
tisement were among those accepted by
the Governent.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—Oh, yes. The hon.
gentleman will find that I am correct.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—The hon-gentle-

man is mistuken.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
New tenders were advertised for and
received. In fact, up to that time, the
surveys had not been sufficiently ad-
vanced to enable us to call for tenders.
My colleague’s recollection of the matter
is the same as mine, that no tenders re-
ceived by the late Government were
acted upon by the present ¢Administra-
tion. But that is apart from the sub-
ject.  The point which I wished to
make was this: that the hon. gentleman
took credit to his Government for having
intended to constimct the intermediate
link. while T am juite confident that he
frequently stated in this House that such
was not the intention of his Government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That statement
was made as far back as 1875, and that
is five years ago. Certainly after the
abandonment of the Rainy River im-
provement, it was not the policy of the
Government.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
The Rainy River improvement never
was abandoned. The work at Fort
Frances Lock was actually going on
when we came into office ; and we stop-
ped it.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It was abandoned
in 1877—as far back as that.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
How abandoned 1

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The railroad was
put under contract as far us English
River.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPRELTL—But
we stopped the works at Fort Frances

tions in 1878, did not form a topic of ‘ Lock.

Hon. Mr. Scott. -
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—We proceeded
with the construction of Fort Frances
Lock because we thought it better to
complete it after so much had been ex-
Pended upon it. But we had commenced
the construction of the line as fur as

glish River.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS-—The lock was
Bot completed by the hon. gentleman’s

y OtVernment. In fact it is not completed
et.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—TIt was stopped by
t?le present Government, but our inten-
on was to have completed it, because
We thought it better to do so after the

Work had been so far advanced.
ur policy was to go on with
® intermediate link as soon as

Sections then under contract were
®mpleted, so that we could get materials
and gupplies to the country through
W}pch the line was to be consiructed. I
hink that my hon. friend will find it was
On our advertisement and on the tenders

x'*30':3ived by us that the work was given
out.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I
think not.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—I beg the hon.
g?n.tleman’s pardon. His Government
divided it into three sections and called
or tenders for those sections. After the
change of Governmenr, new tenders were
asked for and the work was divided into
two sections, so that the work could not

ve been given outin the way that hon.
gentleman suggests.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER — Before
resuming the debate upen the Address,
Perhaps T might be permitted to embrace
this opportunity to state that [ share very
Sincerely the regret which has been felt
by the House on being apprised of the
llness of the Speaker. And T desire 1o
add that I am sure noappointment could

ave been made by the Government
Which would be more acceptable to this
House than that of my hon. friend now
In the chair. He i+a gentleman who
has been long in the Parliament of his
country, and is bighly esteemed by all
who know him. ' I am sure he will dis-
charge the duties of that position in a

Hon. Sir Atew. Campbell.
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manner not only creditable to himself,
but to reflect honor upon this Chawber.
The leader of the Government, who spoke:
last, claimed credit that the Speech from
the Throne had been so perfectly drawn
that it was difficult even for the leader of
the Opposition to find one salient point
of attack. If the position of the Govern-
ment is so impreguable, I feel, hon,
gentlemen, that I should be only wasting
the time of this House to attempt any
furtber criticism. I congratulate my hon.
friend upon the state-cratt shewn in that
document. Now, I do not purpose re-
ferring to the speeches of the¢ mover and
seconder of the Address, further than to
express my admiration of the ability
which they both displayed in discharging
theiv duty. There is great utility and
value in this old practice of Parliament,
offering to us, as representatives.
of the people, &0 favorable an
opportunity of reviewing the general
policy of the Administration. While I
do not purpose to review the whole, I
desire to avail myself of this opportunity
of making some comments on the snccess
or want of success of the new commercial
policy inaugurated last year. I am sure
that no better proof of the soundness and
success of that policy could be advanced
than the fact of so little hostile criticism
beicg made by any portion of the press
of the conntry. The hon. seconder of the
Address has justly observed that there
are politicians who will endeavor to prove
the policy of any Governwent to be
wrong. Tkere are some politicians who,
even when the country is prospering,
will not admit that the policy of the Ad-
ministration is right ; but the very fact
of so little eriticismm—so little hostile
criticism—having appeared in any part
of the Dominion, is, I think, the best
proof that the new commercial policy has
been a great success. I am_ sure that
nothing has transpired to show that.
there has been auy material change
in the public sentiment which
prevailed on the 17th of September, 1378,
I am sure that every man of intelligence
who is not a mere partizan must feel that
such a policy was the only one that could
rescue the country from the depressed
state into which all our industries had
fallen. We all remember how our most
enterprising men had been overpowered
by the manufacturers of the United.
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States having made a slanghter market
of Canada. We have not yet seen the
full result of that commercial policy, but
we must all admit that the evils under
which we labored have been somewhac
diminished. The old cry of the free tra-
ders, which was so delusive to the un-
educated and the unenlightened, that
they should be allowed to buy in the
cheapest market and scll in the dearest,
is a principle which is now better under-
stood than it was in those days. The
farmers of this country, whils they admit
that principie in the abstract, know the
value of having the markets of Canada
for the products of Canadian industry.
They know how necesgary it is that
the Government should foster in every
possible way those industries that will
create wealth and give employment to
the people of the country ; they know
that the value of develuping our native
resources, and they are aware from past
history that every country which depends
solely upon agriculture remains compara-
tively poor antl without infiuence in the
worll. Those wlo advocate free trade
principles must have felt that had we
continued that policy, it would have led
. only to national distress and discontent.
Our traae was rapidly being absorbed
and destroyed by onr powerful neighbors,
and had it continued our people would
have become so impoverished that the only
means of 1escue would have been to fall
into the arn's of the Uunited States.  For
this they were not prepared, and I venture
to say that at this moment there could
not be found in the Dominion ten men
who would raise their voices for annexa-
tion or independence, and he who would
do 50 would be looked npon as jaundiced
from some misfortune or mental disorder.
‘We all feel the advantages which we en-
joy, under the shield of the ald flag, as the
rising portivn of that empire upon which
the sun never sets ; we all feel the comn-
mercial advantages we enjoy in our con-
nection with Great Britain ; we enjoy the
protection of the greatest power in the
world, without sharing the expense of
maintaining her standing army, and [ am
sure there is not one of us who has not
felt that the Impervial Government has
long shown, hy their everv act, the de-
sire to strengthen the feeling of devotion
and of loyalty to the Mother Country
this part of the Empire. In no way have

Hon. Mr. Alexunder.
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they shown this so much as in the selec-
tion they have muade of those personages
who have been deputed to represent their
Soversign in British Amevica Those
who have erjoyed that distinction have
been roblemen of the highest standing,
who have discharged their duty faithfully
and have earned for themnselves the
gratitnde and devotion of our peopls. 1
am sure that the advantages we now en-
joy in having a daughter of the Royal
Jouse in our midst, and her distinguish-
ed husband. is one that we warwmly ap-
preciate. No greater proof of Her
Majesty’s ¢éonfidence and regard for this
Colony of the Empire could be shown.
We all deeply deplore the unfortunate
accident that occurred to the Vice-Regal
party on Satarday night, and I am sure
the whole of our people throughout the
Dominion are thankful to a higher Provid-
ence that the result of that accident was
not more serious. If the people of Can-
ala have anything to complain of it is
the evils which they hava brought upon
themselves. Many of us begin to fuel
that we are governed too much—that
we have too much legislative machinery,
too many Legislatures, and too many
officials from one end of the Deo-
minicn to the other. When we look
at the great commercial stiuggle our
country has been passing through, and
consider the amount of governmental
machinery we have to support, it seems
ag if the multitude was too great who
live on the revenues of the courtry,—
who live upon the fruits of the people’s
industry. This evil is one, however,
that has been called into existence by
the people thewselves. They are not
satistied unless they have their Township
Counecils, their County Councils. their
Local Legislatures and the General
Parliament. If they only had faith
in the wisdom of throwing the whole
work upon one legislature, what a vast
amount of money would be saved. I
do not hesitate to suy that mny own
opinion is that the Dominion would be
far better and more eccnomically
governed to-day if we had no
Local Legislatures, and the whole work
of legislation and Excutive Government
thrown upon us.  Why should Outario
say they have no confilence in the
Federal Parliament 1 Our whole popula-
tion is only the population of the city
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?f London. Is not Great Britain satis-
factorily governed under a legislative
umon ! 1t ig true there are evils com-
Plained of in Ireland. still, Great Britain,
the greatest empirein the world, iy satis-
fied with o legislative union.  We hear
our people on all sides complaining of
the expense of government and extra-
Vagant expenditures. Why not diminish
18 expenditure by the abolition of the
rovincial Legislatures? The industry of
t 13 country is very great, and its enter-
Prise has been unsurpassed, but with all
‘our progress we are not to-day a wealthy
People.  We have a great appearance of
Wealth,  We have, no doubt, prosperous
tfiwns to all appearance ; we have fine
Cities and palatial residences, but fre-
Guently without income to live in them.
- 8hould not be doing my duty to Par-
Yament if I did not state my own
lipressions as to the condition of affairs.
thivk that many of the richest and
Most enterprising men have become poor,
and there has been more or less a waut of
employment for the laboring classes.
he country is overweighted; every cor-
Poration is loaded with debt. From the
8mallest town or village to the largest
ciy, they are all so overloaded with debt
that a wultitude of our pecple complain
of the burden of taxation, and I think
the evils of the body politic are fostered
and mulsiplied by the Local Legislatures.
If hon. gentiemen will bear with me fo
& moment I shall give you one page from
the history of Ontario, to show you how
the system has been working. There is
8 cluss of politicians and traders who
devote themselves to the work of school-
Ing the people to think that they cannot
have too many railways, and that they
cannot go too deeply into debt for the
Purpise of multiplying railways through
the different counties of Ontario. Certaio
districts, not satisfied with having already
two railways traversing them, have
been niisled by a dangerous class of un-
scrupulous schemers to grant subsidies
to a third road. The Local Government
virtuously steps in, by way of strength-
‘ening their political power, and grants a
large subsidy. ‘They do not pretend that
there is any stock list of the company.
The scheme is nothing more or less than
one conceived and inaugurated by a few
®elfish men to enable them to dupe the
Deople of the rural districts and enrich

Hon. My. Alexander.
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themselves out of the spoil. Such men
are a scourge to this fair and beautiful
Dominion in which we live. The sub-
sidies of certain municipalities and the
Local Government enible them to come
mence work, but not to'finish the road.
Their procedure, then, under most dis-
creditable legislation obtained from the
Local Government, is #o traverse and in-
jure the farms of our industrious settlers,
knowing that they have no money to pay
them. 1f those farmers try to obtain
compensation for the destruction of their
properties, they are met by a horde of
lawyers,—the kind of men to defeat
every hcnest effort to obtain justice, And
this is a free country in which we live !
We behold, daily, private rights trampled
under, our honest, industrious population
deprived of the property they have obtain-
ed by great labour and toil, under the
legislation of one of those Local Parlia-
ents. It issurprising to me that our
pevple have peacably bhorne with the
wrong and injustice. I have known some
who are seriously thinking of leaving their
&d homes to go elsewhere. Their fuel-
ing is, th.t there i3 no protection of
private rights, and, unfortunately, there is
no public seatiment, as in England, to put
down abandoned members of the legal
professivn.  Peaceable and industrious
citizens have no particular love for the
law courts where such legislation is ad-
ministered, and their only course is to
choose another locality where there are
less troublesome and obnoxious elements.
I consider it to be my duty to advert to
such facts, as it is the province and duty
of Parliament to rrovide for the protection
of private vights and private property.
And now, I desire to refer to one of the
evils which we shall have to combat
most strenuously in the Dominion Par-
linment if we are to preserve the public
credit and beceme in the futuve a great
country. No member of Parliament is
motce tavorable than I am to the projec-
tion of every public work - which will
lead to a corresponding increase of our
population, trade and revenue. We must
expect that the public debt of the Domi-
nion will increase, in order to open oub
our magnificent country of the North-
West. It has been pecessary for our
Government to construct and operate the
Intercolonial Railway and further the
Railway from Prince Arthur’s Landing
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to Selkirk as a Government work, But
I am of the number who hold that all
railways west of the Red River should
be built by private enterprise,—by pri-
vate chartered companies, with grants of
land and money. . We should make that
magnificent territorv build its own roads.
And in no case should we operate any
railways as Government works where

it is possible to place thew advantageously |

in the hands of reliable chartered compa-
nies. We all know under what disadvan-
tageous circumstances our Government
must operat: all such Government works,
and that the Dominion will be exposed to
never-ceasing deficits, which will be a
source of irritation to our people for all
time to come. The Washington Gov-
ernment never constructed or operated a
mile of railway in their whole territory,
and we should be acting wisely to follow
their example and endeavor to get most
‘of our Government railways into the
hands of reliable private chartered com-
panies. I fear that I have been trespass-
ing too long upon the kind indulgence of
the House, and must draw my remarks
to a conclusion. If we are to preserve
the credit of this country and build up a
great future, we must watch very jeal-
ously the legion of claims upon the
Government for sectional improvements.
The Government of the day is nunceasingly
hurassed by the niultirude of such claims.
‘We must in this Chamber exercise a tirm
and controlling power to prevent too
rapid an increase of the public debt for
premature and unworthy objects.  The
future of the Dominion is entirely in our
hands, and I cannot but express my
own feeling and conviction that we have
at this moment the ablest and best of our
public men at the helm of affairs.

Hon. Mr. POWER—In ¢ommon
with every other member of the House,
I regret exceedingly that the gentleman
who was s0 1ecently appointed our
Speaker should have been able to occupy
the chair so short a time; and I am

pleased to know that so good a substitute

as been found. With reference to the
appointient to fill the vacancy in the
Government, I think the House will feel,
particularly at a time like this, when
the subjects of banking and currency are
about to be consilered by the Legislature
snd dealt with by the Government, that

Hon. Mr. Alexander.
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it is a very fortunate and desirable thing
that & gentleman should have become a
member of the Government who hasa
very large stake in the welfare of the
country, and whose views on this subject
are pretty sure to be sound and conser-
vative. It affords the country some
guarantee that the rumors which we
have heard, that the Government were
disposed to go a certain distance outside
of what h1s heretofore been regarded as
a sound financial course, are not correct.
lhere is one other atter that has not
been alluded to by any previous speaker,
and it seems to me that it would be an
omission on the part of this House if it
shouldnot be mentioned. Irefer tothe fact
that since our last meeting—since the
last session of Parliament—Her Majesty
has been pleased to confer the honor of
knighthood upon the gentleman who since
1867 has so ably and admirably led this
Honse. Asone member of the Senate, I
feel that I have reason to congratulate
myself, and [ believe that every member
of this House shares the feeling. There
is no doubt that, if the honor of knight-
houd had never been bestowed in this
country on anyone less worthy of it than
the hon. gentleman who leads this House,
then it would be universally regarded as
an honor indeed. There is also another
matter that I should like to say some-
thing about befove dealing with the
speech of Ilis Excellency, and it was re-
ferred to by the hon. gentleman who
moved the Address in reply to the Speech
from the Throne : that is, that while it
is no doubt a very desirable thing that
we should have a gentleman of Mr.
Macpherson’s ability and experience in
the Government, still there are some
members of the House who might take
exception to the fact that we have in the
Senate three members of the Government
all from the one Province, and that Pro-
vince the one which is supposed
just now to exercise a preponderating in-
fluence in the Government of the coun-
try. 1 shall not say anything more about
it, but merely remark that 1f iv had hap-
pened under another régime I know that
a great deal would have been said upon
the subject, and itis worthy of some
attention. I do not propose to say much
about the speech of the hon. Senator
from Woodstock (Mr. Alexander) for the:
reason that the greater part of it did not.
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deal with the matter before the House.

do not see that we are just now con-
cerned with the doings of any legislature
In the union. What might have been
done wrengly by the Legislature of On-
tario is not before us. The hon. gentle-
Man can have an opportunity to bring
that before us in a regular manner if he
thinks it desirable, but I do not think it
18 proper now, and I for one must pro-
test against his theory that a legislative
union would be a desirable thing.

Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. POWER—I think that

the general sentiment of the couutry is
againse it, and that if any legislature is
to be done away with it should be the Do-
minion Parliament. I think the Provinces
are better able to manage their affairs
without a Dominion Parliament thau
the Dominion could do without
the Provincial Legislatures. I do not
Propose to argue the question out, but
that is the way I feel, and I believe that
most hon. gentlemen so feel on the sub-
Ject, and are able to sustain their
opinion by sound arguments. Taking up
the Speach from the Throne, we all re-
jJoice with His Excellency that the har-
vest has been so abundant ; but I cannot
agree with the leader of the Opposition
that there has been, so far, any very
marked indication of returning prosperity.
There has been a good harvest in mauy
parts of the country, but that has not
brought about any general or permanent
improvement. ‘{he number of insolven-
cies in the country is a moderately fair
test of its prosperity. During the year
1879 there were more insolvencies in
Canada than in any previous year of the
depression, or, in fact,any year since 1867;
and this has happened while in the
United States, where no change of
policy has taken place, the number of
failures has been very much less than in
18738, Business has improved and times
are much better in the Udited States
than they were for some years before
and the depression is passing away In
England also. My feeling is that if it
were not for the policy which unfortun-
ately, as I believe, was adopted by this
country last year, we should now be shar-
ing in the returning prosperity of the
Uyited States. I believe that the tarifl

Hon. Mr. Power.
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which has, to a certain extent, built up
a wall between us and the United States,
has prevented us from feeling as fully as
we otherwise would have Jone, the im-
proved condition of affairs in that coun-
try. I may remark here o) the tone
assumed by the seconder of the Address
and the hon. gantleman who has just sat
down, with reference to those who,

they seem to think, are afflicted
with judicial blindness because they ave
unable to see the prosperity of

the country. Why has not the evi-
dence of that prosperity been brought
before the House? I have mnot heard
any hon. gentleman bring facts to prove
that there was any great improvement.
I know that there is not a member of
this House from the Maritime Provinces
who will venture serionsly to state that
the people there are move prosperous
now than they were twelve months ago.
The fact is that, in the Lower Provinecs,
the manufacturers and commercial men
generally are worse off as a rule than
they were last year.

Hon. Mr. ALMON—NXo, no.

Hon. Mr. POWER—My hon. collea-
gue laughs ; he will have a chance to
reply, and to furnish proof of the im-
provement, if he can.  There has been
some in the lumber trade, and freights
have gone up ; but_they do not depend
upon the National Policy.  That policy
has ro more to with those branches of
industry than with the good havvest. I do
not thiok that my hon. fiiend will ven-
ture to contradict me when I say that
there is more extreme distress and
poverty and utter want in the Provinces
of New Bruuswick and Nova Scotia now
than at any time in the last ten years.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE—No, no.

Hon. Mr. POWER—Tt is true, as has
been said, that certain manufacturers are
making more now than they did twelve
months ago —it is true of the Upper
Provinces,but not of the Lower Provinces.
While the hou. leader of the Government
was not able to say that prosperity had
comeiu the degree in which,I presume,he
had hoped it would, he claimed credit for
his Government because they had at least
promiseid more than their predecessors.
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If they feel as the late Administration
did, and as I believe they do themselves,
that they cannot do anything to remove
the depression, I think it is certainly a
more honest, honorable and manly conrse
to say to the people, ** We cannct help
you,” than to make promises which they
know that they cannot fultil.  That is
excutly what the present Government have
done, and not one of the promises
that they made before or after the
elections has been redeemed.  With
reference to the next section of the
Speech, the desirability of our assisting
our fellow-subjects in Treland, there can
be but one opinion ; and but one las
been expressed. I ouly hope that what-
ever relief can be afforded will be given
quickiy. The fourth paragraph refers to
the number of settiers who, during the
past year, have gone into our North-
‘West from Great Britain and the United
States as well as fromn the older Provinces,

and something is said of the visit ot Com- |
The

paragraph winds up by saying that some- .

missioners from Great Britain.
thing must be done for the reception of
the expected immigrants. Now, I am
aware myself that large numbers of our
own people, natives of the country, have
left the Lower Provinces, and 1 under-
stand, from repor.s in the newspapers
and other sources, that a very cousider-
able number of persons have left Outario
and Quebec to settle in the United
States, and there have a sbhare in
the prosperity which has returned
to that countiy but bhas not returned
to us; and it seems to me that
it would be a very much more desirable
thing if the Government had taken means
to retain those people in the Dominion,
rather than to bring in strangers who
are not nearly so valuable settlers or
citizens as the men who have been Lorn
and brought up in the country. One of
the principal results of the policy fore-
shadowed in this paragraph will be that
a very considerable staff of employés will
be required for the purpose of preparing
for the numerous immigrants who are
expected. I, for one, cannot see that
that is a desirable consummation. It is
only two years ago that a very deter-
mined attack was made upon the late
Government because it was supposed that
they Lad too large a staffin this very De-
partment, and that it was too expensive.
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Now we find the present Government, [
have no doubt, aboat incurring a livger
expenditure than was ever made by the
late Governwent. The fifch paragraph
leals with the construction of the Canala
Pacitic Railway. With reference to
this paragraph, there is one question
that suggests itself to me, the answer to-
which his not been made very clear by
the leader of the Government, and that
is this: the Minister of Railways anid
Canals, daring last Session, iutimated, if’
[ am not inisraken, that it was probuble
that at a futnre day the Government would
go or. with the construction of the Pucitic
Railway by the Narrows of Lake Mani-
toba. as had been originally intendad ;
and Pacdiament was given to understaud
then that ¢his road south of Lake Mani-
toba was only a temporary thing, and,
for all we knew, was merely a local voad
intended to develop the more fertile por-
tions of the country. We  have
not been informed by the Government
whether it is still their inteation to build
the road by the Narrows, or whether
they have abandoned it altogecher.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
It never was the intention ot the Govern-
ment to construct a line by the Narrows
of Lake Manitoba.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I can ouly say
that a statement bearing that construc-
tion was made by the Minister of Rail-
ways in the other House.

Houn. Mr. AIKINS—It is a decided
mistake; it could not have been mado by
him,

Hon. Mr. POWER—I suppose that [
shall be allowed to show the authority
if T ean. It was quoted, I believe, in our
own official report of the debate last
year. Am 1 to understand, then, that
the line running south of Lake Manitoha
is to be a portion of the main line of the
Pacitic Ratiway 1

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Yes.

Hon. Mr. POWER—A good deal of
credit is claimed by the Government for
baving undertaken to furnish the missing:
iink between Keewatin and English
River. That is a matter that has been
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discussed to-day, but there is just®one
fe“?“l'e in connection with the Pacific
Railway ghat, T think, deserves a little
attention. The hon. the leader of the
Fovernment said that the old Admin-
Bbration had advertised for tenders for
e construstion of the missing link.
ut it didnot follow that they were going
to build it. That may or may not be
true, and may or may not be a good
argument ; but when we get out to Brit-
8h Columbia, and when the leader of the
Pposition says that it is rather an un-
Wise or improvident, thing for the present
overnmeut to build 127 miles, beginning
8 Ewory’s Bar aud ending at Savona’s
erry, the leader of the Governuwent
8ays, “You intended to build it your-
gelves, Lecause you asked for tenders”
) The leader of the Government should
Choose one position or the other. I their
advertising for t-nders weant that the
te Government intended to construct a
% ction in British Columbia, then it
meant, also, that the late Government
Intended to construct the missing link of
the Thuuder Bay section.

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELL—If
the Lon. gentleman will pardon me for
Interrnpting him, I would like to explain
that I did not say anything about their’
advertising for tenders for constructing
the missing link. In fact, I knew nothing
about it. The tirst that I heard of it wus
the correction the hon. leader of the
Opposition made to-day. In speaking
the other day, 1 was not aware of the
fuct,, and, therefore, I said nothing about
1it,

Hon. Mr. POWER~—I am quite aware
of that ; but I understood the hon. leader
of the Government, the other day, to
cluim credit for having done something
which their predecessors had failed, to do
—for having awarded contracts for con-
8tructing the missing link, which their
Predecessors bad not intended to do for
several years In reply to that, the
leader of the Opposition shows to-day
thut tenders had been called for with a
view to going on with that work. 1
uniderstood the leader of the Government
%0 say that this did not necessarily
mean that they were going to construct
that section.

_Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I
did not say that.
Hon. Mr. Power.
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Hon. Mr. POWER —I so understood
the bon. gentleman. If advertising for
tenders did not mean that work was to be
undertaken in one case, it Jid nov mean
that it was to be undertaken in the otlier.
I think myselt that something would
depeud upon the nature ot the tenders
and the financial abilivy of the country to
prosecute such a work. I think that
whiie the financial condition of the
country is as poor as it is now, and while
we have to face a deficit as large or
rather larger than in any former year, 1t
18 an unfortunate time to undervtake to
coustruct two such important werks as
the missing link and the section placed
under contract in British Columbia I
should not bave risen atall to-dayv if it
had rot been for the next paragraph in
the Speech. It is a matter in which I
have a right to be interested, and one
that I think deserves to have attention
called toit. Itisas follows :—

« The adoption of a rigid system of economy
in the management of the Intercolonmial Rail-
way has, without impairing the efficiency of
its working, effected such a diminntion of ex-
pense as to warrant the belief that the country
will in future be retieved from any conrider-
able burden in connection with its operation.»

Now, hon. gentlemen, I think it is very
much to be regretted that that paragraph
should have been inserted in the Speech,
because it is calenlated to lead the Houso
and the country, if they believe it
to be correct, altogether astray. In the
tirst place the efliciency of the Inter-
colonial Railway has been very serioasly
impaired ; and I do not think that it is
likely, if the road is to be run at all, that
this economy can be permanent. I
shall give iy reasons for saying so.
Members from the Maritime Provinces,
and I presunie all members of the House,
ave aware that the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway was one of the
principal inducemeuts held out to the
Lower Provinces to enter the union. The
people of the city to which I belong and
of the Lower Provinces genevally were
told that this road was to he to them a
source of untold blessings; it was to make
Halifux, and, in aless degree, St. Johu, the
wharves of the Dominion. Halifax was to
be the Liverpool on this side of tho water ;,
and the whole tratfic, not only of Canada,
hut of a great portion of the United States,
was to pass through that city on its way
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to Europe. The Government of that
day, which is the same Government we
have now in power, when they under-
took to select the route for the rail-
way, did not select it on commercial
principles. In fact, very little rcgard
was paid to commercial principles in
connection with the road. I find no fault
with the Government for having acted in
that way. I think their view was a
sound one; they wished the road to do
the most gcod to the whole country, and
particularly to the eastern portion of the
Domiuion. At the present day they seemn
to entertain different views; and they
claim great credit for economy in manag-
ing the road. KEconomy is a very good
thing in its way, but it isnot the best
policy in relation to a public work such as
the Intercolonial when it is purchased at
the cost of efficiency, or if that w~ast
public work which was constructed at
such expense should cease to benetit those
for whom it was intended. I hold that
the economy that is now proposed on the
Intercolonial Railway is of that charac-
ter, and that it is likely to render the
road useless. Before the Government
can claim much credit for their economy
on the Intercolonial Railway, they must
also show that they have been economical
in other quarters. At the time the late
Government went out of office, the Inter-
colonial wasg one of the best railroads in
America ; in fact, I do not think there
was any railway on the continent which
wag superior to it. The staff, while it
was not too large, was large enough to do
the work of the road. The track was in
admirable condition, and the rolling
stock was constructed and maintained in
such a manner as to do the business
speedily and well. The consequence was
that the road had got to be a favorite
mode of travel between the Lower and
the Upper Provinces ; and nearly all the
passengers who came by the ocean
steamers intending to go to Montreal or
the West, up to the last year, landed at
Halifax and came over the Intercolonial.
The English mail trains made remark-
ably good time, and the running time
from Halifax to Montreal was not more
than thirty or thirtyfour hours. The
regular trains always made good time ;
a large quantity of freight passed over
the road both east aud west, and accidents
were almost unknown. The Adminis-
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tration now ir power had located the
workshops at Moncton, and had bought
the grounds and undertaken the build-
ings. When the late Government went
out of power the workshops at Moncton
were equal, I believe, to any workshops on
the continent, and the work done there
and at Richmond was as good as
similar work done anywhere in America.
The railway from Halifax to Riviére da
Loup was in admirable condition, the
only defect being the intermediate link
besween Riviere du Loup and Quebee.
Thot section was owned hy the Grand
Trunk Railway, and had not been kept
up in the way iv should have been. The
Government, a year ago, took power to
remedy that defect, and most hon. gentle-
men from the Lower Provinces hoped
that, when we came to the meeting of
Parliament this Session, we would have
found that the Government had done
what we were led lo believe they were
about to do—repair that section and lay
it with new steel rails. That has not
been done ; the road is still in the same
condition that it was in last year, and
the million and a half dollars that
have been expended on the purchase of
this section from the Grand Trunk has
produced no good result to the country.
It is to be hoped that by thistime twelve
wonths something will have been done
to remedy the existing evil. The pre-
sent Government came in, and the reign
of so-called economy began. Workmen,
who were necessary and could not pro-
perly be done without, were dismissed
in large numbers, and the consequence
has heen that the rolling stock has dete-
riorated to such an extént that there is
hardly a trip made over the road now
during which some accident does not
occur. I speak for myself and a number
of my honourable colleagues here who
came up from the east at the same time.
During that trip there were no less than
three accidents. The English mail train,
which was just ahead of us, lost one of its
trucks near Chatham and tove up the
track. We were detained five hours at
that point owing to the accident. At
Bathurst, it was found that a wheel of
the first cluss car was defective, and the
car had to be taken off and replaced at
Campbellton by another. Again, when
we got on the Riviére du Loup branch, it
was found that a freight train had got off
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the track there, and we were again de-
tained for three hours, so that we had to
cave Point Lévis at six o'clock in the
Morning, instead of eight o'clock the
Previous evening. My hon. friend from
alifax (Dr. Almon) informed me to-day
at no accident had occurred on his
Way up; but I have since learned
tl_]at he was in error, as an en-
gne had given out at Metapedia.
Accidents are of daily oeccurrence, caused
Y the breaking down of the railway
Stock, and I look upon it as a false and
Oolish piece of esonomy to allow the
Toad to ran down in that manner. The
Workshops were built at a very large
®Xpense to the country, and they did
t'h(}lt: work admirably ; but the present
Ministry thought fit, after coming into
Power, to discharge the men who were at
Work and to declare that in future the
Tolling stock should be built by contract.
t seems to me to be an exceedingly un-
Wise policy which throws a great number
°f men out of employment, renders the
®xpenditure on the workshops useless,
and gives less efficient work at probably
greater expense. The general staff has
been reduced altogether below what
% ought to be—below what it
Would be on a railway conducted
by a private company. For instance, at
the railway station at Halifax, there was
& train despatcher or watchman and a
Policeman, both of whom were necessary,
and neither of whom received a very large
Salary, but the Minister of Railways and
analg, guided by his economical policy,
harged the policeman, to the very
8reat inconvenience of the public. Some
¢mployés, who had been in the service of
& Government for years at moderate
ﬂi}larles, had their wages cut down, be-
8ides a number of men who were
discharged altogether. At the same time,
T. Black, who took a rather prominent
Part in g recent election, has been ap-
Pointed as travelling agent for the Inter-
c010{11&1, to secure business for it. He
Teceives a salary of some $2,000 a year
and travelling expenses, but the country
38 Dot geen any good come out of the
8ppointment. Another man named Boggs,
elonging to the county of Cumberland,
Va8 appointed at Windsor. His work
"ight just as well have been done by
2?; of the financial clerks in the railway
22 at Halifax. e was not necessary
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before, and he is not necessary now.
The salaries of these two men added
together would more than cover the
reduction in the salaries of neces-
sary officers, and there is really no
economy in the caseat all. There is
another matter of considerable moment to-
the people of the Lower Provinces. The
delay in the transport of freight on the
Intercolonial Railway is altogether un-
justifiable, No Halifax or St. John
merchant who orders goods from Mon-
treal can hope to receive them over the
Intereolonial in less than ten days after
the order.

It being six o’clock, the hon. Mr.
Power moved the adjournment of the
debate.

The motion was agreed to.

The House then adjourned.

THE SENATE.
Tuesday, February 17th, 1880.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE ADDRESS.
DEBATE CONTINUED.

The Order of the Day having been
read—resuming the adjourned debate on
the Hon. Mr. Trudel’s motion,

«That an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General to offer their
respectful thanks to His Excellency for the
gracious Speech which His Excellency has
been pleased to make to both Houses of Par-
liament.”

Hon. Mr. POWER said—In consider-
ing the Speech from the Throne I had
got to the 6th paragraph, which deals
with the Intercolonial Railway, and had
endeavored to show that, whereas when
the present Government came into power,
the track, rolling stock and staff of that
road were in an admirable state of effi-
ciency, they had since that time greatly
deteriorated, and the freight traffic had
decreased ; that the mails which bad,
under the previous Administration,
taken but thirty hours to run from Hali-
fax to Montreal, now ocoupied nearly:

3
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forty hours, and that passengers who had
formerly landed at Halifax and proceeded
to Montreal over the Intercolonial, under
the management of the present Govern-
ment, continued their voyage by steamer
to Portland and proceeded westward
over the Grand Trunk. That whereas
under the former Administration accid-
ents had seldomn occurred, at present
scarcely a train passed over the road with-
out some accident more or less serious
having to be recorded. I think this is a
most unsatisfactory state of affairs, and it
must appear to every hon.gentleman that,
if the Government continue the present
system of economizing on the Intercolon-
ial, in a little while no one will care to
travel over the road without having his
life very largely insured, aud we shall,
before many months, have reached the
climax of economy, and the road will be
closed. Then it will cost the country
nothing except the interest on the cost of
construction. That may be the goal to
which the Minister of Railways and
Canals is tending ; but if it is not, all I
can say is, that the present system of eco-
nomy is false ; that accidents occurring on
the road involve a very much larger expen-
diture in the long run than it would to
keep the rolling stock in proper condi-
tion. The Minister of Railways and
Canals does not even deal with it on
commercial principles. He is not as
liberal with it as if the road were man-
aged on sound commercial principles, and,
a8 in a great many other cases, the views
of the members of the present Govern-
ment have changed very much since the
time when they were in opposition. In
order to show towhat extent their views
have changed, I shall take the opportu-
nity of reading to the House the opinions
expressed previous to the general election
by two hon. gentlemen who are at pre-
sent prominent members of the Ministry.
I shall first read a letter addressed by
Sir John A. Macdonald to the Hon. Dr.
Tupper on the 9th January, 1878, and
which appeared in the Herald of the 26th
January, 1878. It is as follows :—

%I have been much pleased to see the energy
with which the people of Halifax have
taken up the interest of their fine harbor. No
effort, in my opinion, should be spared to
build up our Atlantic port in the Maritime
Provinces with the trade and traffic of the
Dominion, rather than a foreign one. 1 feel a
personal interest in this matter, as being res-
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ponsible with my colleagues for the construc-
tion of the Intercolonial Railway, and its
location (for which I was so heartily abused).
I am, therefore, naturally anxious to see that
railway a success financially and otherwise;
and that can only be secured by directing as
large a volume of traffic as possible towards
and over it, and thus developing and extend-
ing the trade of its great terminus at Halifax.
I hope the Government will not be blind to this
great object, and that they may be induced to
make an extra effort for the purpose. If they
do not, they will fail of their duty, and will be
reminded of their failure at the next general
election.”

Those were the sentiments expressed
by the present Premier when he was
leader ot the Opposition. He did not
think at that time that the Government
of the day were doing enough to forward
the interests of the Intercolonial Rail-
way ; but as the present Government are
not doing nearly s¢ much, and the road
is not nearly as efficient or in as good
condition as it was at that time, when
Sir John A. Macdonald thougnt that the
Government were not doing their duty
and would full in consequence at +he
next general election, I shall leave hon.
gentlemen in the Government to make
the application themselves. The hon.
the Minister of Railways and Canals is.
Low in a position to carry out the views
he expressed before the general election.
In a speech delivered by Sir Charles
Tupper, at Richmond, on the 2nd Janu-
ary, 1878, referring to an interview had
by Mr. Black with Mr. Mackenzie in re-
gard to carrying freight over the road,
he used the following words : —

“ Tt means that Mr. Mackenazie 1s willing to-
delude you if possible until this election is.
over ; that as soon as that is accomplished we
ghall have a restoration of the reign of com-
mercial principles. Never was there a greater
insult offered to an intelligent people than
that letter written by Mr. Mackenzie. The
theory ot commercial principles was propound-
ed by Mr. Mackenzie's Government two or
three years ago. There is one other thing
that I feel called upon te say, and it is this -
while we are deliberating upon the great ques-
tion which concerns, not only this city or
county, but the whole Dominion as well, as to
whether the commerce of the country shall be
so directed as to build up a great Atlantic port
within the borders of the Dominion, or whether
it is to be allowed to go to build up a port in
the United States, with such a question be-
fore us why chaffer about a few pence ? Sup-
pose we could accomplish such an object as
that, what would it matter, even though, for a
time, we did not pay running expenses? 'In
dealing with a question of this nature we
sbould not come down to too fine a point.”
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It would seem that the hon. gentleman
who is now Minister of Railways and
Canals was not so economical then as he
18 now. He thought then that when the
Interests of the country were at stake we
should not lay-too much stress upon
mere economy. Now, hon. gentlemen,
Wy sentiments to-day are the same as
they have always been, the same as were
those of the Minister of Railways and
Canals, then one of the leaders of the
Opposition, when he made those remarks,
and the same as those entertained by the
Present Premier when he wrote that
letter, and I regret that such a very
great change should have taken place  in
the views of those hon. gentlemen. The
fact is, not only have those hon. gentle-
nen conducted this work in a less liberal
8pirit than that expressed in the extracts
T have quoted, but they are actually not
conducting the work on sound commer-
®al principles. No private company
Would manage a railway in so niggardly
& 8pirit as the Intercolonial Railway is
Managed by the present Government.
In the first place, allowing the moad to
eleriorate as they have done, is false
economy, and, in additien to that, while
the Government is- practising this false
¢conomy in connection with the railway
Nself they do not take the steps that
Wwould be taken by a railway company
Secure business for their road. It
Was the impression of a great many khon.
8entlemen, when the Government took
over the Riviereedu Lonp section of
the Grand Trunk, that it was the desire
of the Ministry to make themselves com-
Ple_tely imdependent of the Grand Trunk
ilway, and to enable the Intereolonial
dilway to be connected at Quebec, by
Ieans of a ferry, with the North Shore
‘ailway, 50 that passengers ceuld be
ticketed from the Lower Provinces to
Ontreal, Ottawa and other points west,
glthoug going ever the Grand Trunk
aoad. The fact is, however, that no
t"‘ﬂgerpents have been made by
'® Railway Department to enable
g:ssengem to take that route. One
of::"t get a  through ticket in any
by ¢ he B}i{zmtme towns or cities for Ottawa
not c: orth Shore Railway. One can-
from hl;e even by the North Shore Rc_'ad
& 5 ontreal to Ottawa without buying
WOull?”t“ tisket. It is a matter that
ave been attended to by any
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private company running such a road as~
the Intercolonial Railway, and every
endeavor would have been made to se-
cure the freight coming from and going
to the Lower Provinces. As I stated
yesterday, one of the great sources of
complaint with business men in the Lower
Provinces is that freight ordered from
Montreal and other points for the west
takes not less than ten days and often as
long as three weeks in reaching Halifax
or St. John. The principal reason for
this, as I have been given to understand,
is that the freight is delayed on the
Grand Trunk Railway between Montreal
and Point Lévis. Now, if the Govern-
ment were to manage the Intercolonial
Railway as a private company, they
would have made an arrangemens

with the North Shore Road to
earry freight down to Quebec, and
to have it ferried acress to the

Rivitre du Loup branch at Point Lévis.
In that way they would have made them-
selves independent of the Grand Trunk
Railway ; but nothing of the kind has
been done. It seems to me that it
would strike anyone looking calmly at
the manner in which the Intercolonial
has been managed during the past year
or go, that it was managed, not in the
interests of the Lower Provinces, nor in
the interests of the Dominion, which
owned the railway, but entirely for the
benefit of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company. The Government very kind-
ly took over from the Grand Trunk
Railway a portion of its line which did
not pay the company to keep ; and
having got that line they allowed it to
remain in a very unsatisfactory con-

dition, and have 80 managed the
whole read that both passengers
and freight have been diverted

to the Grand Trunk line to Portland,
instead of going down to the Maritime
Provinces by the Intercolonial. Nothing
has been done to make the country inde-
pendent of the Grand Trunk. The para-
graph in the Speech “goes on to say that
His Excellency hopes that in a litsle
while the equilibrium between the re-
seipts and expenditure on the Intercelo-
nial railway will be established. Now,
hon. gentlemen, that is something we
can hardly hope for. The Grand Trunk
Railway, -which is managed by a com-
pany, and is a road running through a
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well-settled country, carrying a great
many passengers and a large amount of
through freight, besides much loeal traffic,
has only recently been enabled to do more
than pay its working expenses; and it
seems to me that the coeuntry must be
satisfied to pay a certain amount of
money every year to sustain the Inter-
colonial Railway for a long time to come.
It may be, if a proper course is taken
by the Government, and if other roads
are constructed west of this eity,
they may bring down a great deal of
heavy traffic to us, and if a large portion
of this is secured for the Intercolonial
Railway it may eventually pay its work-
ing expenses, perhaps a little more ; but
until that happens we must be content to
pay something annually towards the
working of the road. The Government
could not claim mueh credit for their
economy on this road, even though it
had been bond fide economy, unless that
economy extend to the other branches of
the public service as well. There is no
doubt whatever that it does not extend
to the other branches under the control
of the Minister of Railways and Canals.
Take the Province of Maniteba, and it
will be found that there are far mere un-
necessary employfs connected with the
railway service at Winnipeg and in that
neighborhood than have been removed
from the railway department in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
‘While the salaries of the men, who
were not overpaid, have been cut
down im the Maritime Provinces,
and a few thousands of dollars saved in
that way, the Governmont have under-
taken works in Manitoba and other
Provinces which have involved the ex-
penditure of millions of dollars. When
we look into the other branches of the
public service we find the same extra-
vagance, For instance, take the House
of Commons. The salaries of unneses-
sary clerks and messengers employed
there during last Session came to a great
deal more than the salaries of the
officials who were dismissed from the
Intercolonial Railway. The men who
were thus employed in the other end of
this building were men who bad no
other claim on the public than perhape
that they had done good service during
the general elections. I cannot under-
stand why it is that this Government
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should not have been economical in
other places. The fact that they
have not been economical elsewhere
than on the Intereolonial Railway
is shown by the Public Accounts
for last year. It appears that the con-
trollable expenditure was mueh larger
during the last twelve menths than it was
in any previous year. I cannot under-
stand why it is that this Department
which is presided over by a gentleman
who is a native of Nova Scotia, should
have singled out the Intercelonial Rail-
way as the only subject on whieh to try
this experiment of economy. Ir appears
almost as though the fact of this being a
work in the Maritime Provinces made it
a fair subjecs on which to make an ex-
periment. We have had no such experi-
ment tried on the canals or railways in
the Western Provinces, and if she Gov-
ernment continue it on the Intercolonial
Railway, it is to be hoped that they will
not forget that economy is also neces-
sary on the other public works of
the country. It seems to me that
the true policy in dealing with the Inter-
colonial Railway is to keep tke road and
the rolling stock in such a condition that
good time can be made, and that travel-
lers will be induced to take that route
instead of any other, and to make such
arrangements with the North Shore and
other railroads as to cause—as the Pre-
mier stated in the letter which I have
quoted—the largest possible quantity of
treight to pass over the road, and build
up the termini of 8t.John and Halifax.
I think that is the true policy, both com-
mercially and politically, and I hope
that in the future some such policy may
be adopted. The seventh paragraph of
His Excellency’s Speech speaks of the
large expenditure in connection with the
Indians in the North-West. I can, of
sourse, only express a very humble opin-
ion on that subject ; butit appears to me
that the prospect of paying a million of
dollars a year, for years to come, is
net  very pleasing to contemplate.
When we consider the enormous expen-
diture that this country is committed to,
and has incurred during the last nine
years in connection with that territory
since it has been taken over from the
Hudson Bay Company, and with British
Columbia since it has become » Province
of the Confederation, it appears to me
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that it would have been better if the
Dominion never had anything to do
with any territory west of Ontario. The
eighth paragraph is the one which speaks
of the Estimates for the ensuing year,
and it tells us that they have been pre-
pared with all due regard to economy.
Last year, whatever the Estimates were,
the expenditure was much larger than it
was in previous years; but I hope that
this year it will be reduced. The tenth
paragraph informs the House that Bills
for the better organization of the Civil
Service and the consolidation of the In-
land. Revenue Acts will be laid before us.
I am very glad indeed to find that
the Government propose to deal with
this question of Civil Service reform. I
think it is to be regretted that they did
not deal with it last year. The fact is
that since the present Government came
Inte power, although being known by
the name of Conservative, and sapposed
to adhere a little more closely to British
Precedent and practice than their op-
Ponents, still they have in this matter
departed very much further from it, and
there has been a great number of puplic
Bervants got rid of, whose substantial
offence appears to lLave been that their
political opinions were not in accord
With the Government of the day. I
hope the reform of the Civil Service will
1nclude a substantial test of the fitness of
applicants for office, and a guarantee
that whem a civil servant has once
en appointed he can only be re-
Moved for such cause as would be
Yecognized a3 suflicient in IBngland.
presume, that if the measure is to be a
thorough one, promotion in the Civil
ervice woulld depend upon merit instead
of favor. 1T see the consolidation of the
Inland Revenue Laws is promised, and I
lope that the Government will take ac-
tion, when the Bill is before the Legisla-
ture, to remedy the great wrong that was
Perpetrated last Session, in connection
With the inspection of petroleum. One
of the last paragraphs states that ¢ the
°h_al:ters of ineorporated banks of the Do-
Tinion will expire mnext year, and that
® present would seem a favorable time
gOP the full consideration of our banking
c.gStem, and the subject of currency as
sa“m;lcted with that system.” I can only
wg’ﬂi at our present banking system is
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have asmuch currency as is necessary to
carry on the business of the country, and
I trust that no very radical change will
be made in'it. I have been much struck
by one fact in reference to the present
Government, that they have been much
more successful in prophecy than
in  history. Last  year, at the
time of the general election, and before
that event, we were promised immediate
prosperity—unprecedented prosperity if
these gentlemen were returned. They
were returned, but the promised pros-
perity has not come to any alarming
extent as yet. Then in the Governor-
General’s speech, last Session, the House
of Commons were given to understand
that the steps which were being taken
by the Government for a change in the
tariff, and. rigid economy thut was to be
practised in every departinent of the
public service, were going to restore the
equilibriury  between rcvenue and ex-
penditure. A year has passed away, and
instead of the rigid economy which we
were promised, the expenditure of the pust
year was greater than it was in any
former year ; and instead of the equili-
brium between revenue aud expenditure
being restored, the deficit is greater than
it was in former years. We are not told
some of the things that might have been
told, but we are told with reference to im-
migration that something very great in-
deed is about being donein thatway. Tonly
hope that when we meet next year the pro-
phecies of the Government in this respect
will not prove to have been moreerrcneous
than they have been in other matters
promised in a similar way. The hon.
leader of the Opposition refers to one or
two things that were not mentioned in
the Speech, and about which we might
have expected something to have been
said. There is one other subject to
which T regret, (and 1 think most hen.
gentlemen from the Lower Pro-
vinces will join with me in that regret),
not to see any reference in the Queen’s
Speech. I refer to the disposition of the
Fishery Award. We find in the
Public Accounts, that the money has
been paid over, but nothing has been said
in the Speech from the Throne as to its
disposition. We bkad hoped thut the
Government would have promised the
eountry some meaure with reference to
the disposal of that awsrd.
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Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—In rising
to offer a few remarks on this occasion,
I cannot help, befors doing so, expressing
the deep sympathy which has been
aroused by the announcement of the sad
accident which His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General and Her Royal Highness
the Princess Louise met with on Satur-
day evening. The feeling of regret so
universally expressed on this occasion is
the best proof of the attachment of our
people to their Excellencies. Happily
this accident, which might have had fatal
results, is now proved to e of compara-
tively little consequence, and the news
received daily that their Exceilencies
are rapidly recovering, is received with
much pleasure.  Coming now to the
question under consideration, I may say
at the outset, that I do not propose to go
over the whole ground covered by the
Address, as T would only be repeating
what has already been said, and ably
said, by the hon. senators who moved
and scconded the resolution under con-
sideration. But I cannot refrain from
assuring His Excellency of our grati-
tude for his gracious Speech at the
opening of Parliament, and the very
many good things it contains. In-
deed, if I exeept thut part of the
Address wherein His Excellency alludes
to the stute of destitution which at this
very moimnent prevails in Ireland, and for
which I am sure every hon. member in
this House feels a deep sympathy, is not
His Excellency’s speech such as to make
us feel that we may fairly congratulate
ourselves op the fact that, though we
have to acknowledge that to Divine
Providence we owe the blessings of a
recovery from the commercial and indus-
trinl crisis from which this country has
suffered, we may also congratulate
ourselves on the fact that the Govern-
ment of this country have done all in
tlieir power to help the.people in this
great depression which has weighed down
their energies? Have we not, on the cne
hand, the financial policy of the Govern-
ment of the day, which, it cannot be
denied, has been so far, a success ; while
on the other, we have the fact that a rigid
system of economy has beeh inaugurated,
both deserving on our part a cordial ac-
knowledgment, and entitling this Go-
vernment to the confidence of Par-
liament- and of the people of
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this country at large. Hon. gen-
tlemen, let me also offer my

congratulations to the Government for
the very good choice they have made of
the hon. Senator for Raugeen to preside
over the deliberations of this hon. House.
No better seclection could have been
made, and we especially, whose mother
tongue is the French, have reason to be
satisfied with the choice of the Govern-
ment, a choice which will give us the
advantage of hearing Mr. Speaker using
our language, and the other grest advan-
tage to know that we are understood
Ly the hon. gentleman to whose decision
we have sometime or another to appeal.
But, unfortunately, the very day this
hon. House had the pleasure of seeing
that -hon. gentleman presiding for the
first time over its proceedings, Mr.
Speaker Macpherson was taken ill and
is now confined to his bed, and will, no
doubt, have to remain there for many
weeks.  This House will, therefore, be
deprived of his attendance. It is a mis-
fortune which has excited the deep
sympathies of every hon. member of this
Semater I have also to congratulate the
Government on their choice of you,
Mr. Speaker, to fil the vacancy
caused by theiliness of the hon. Senator
for Saugeen. No hon. senator is better
posted than you are in the rules and
precedents which govern this hon. body,
and it is a pleasure to me to be in a posi-
tion to congratulate, so far, the Govern-
ment for their appointment. But, hon.
gentlemen, if T am bound by a sense of
what is right to congratulate the Govern-
ment in their choice of a gentleman to
preside over the Senate, I cannot do so
when I have to deal with the choice of a
fourteenth Minister of the Crown. On
this subject I feel that I have to express
my sincere regret that the Government
has not seized the first opportunity to do

justice to the Province of Quebec, whose

rights have been infringed upon, and
whose representatives complained, last
Session, of the position in which she has
been placed in this Senate. The Province
of Ontario, which has been allowed, since
Confederation, five seats in the Cabinet,
while Quebec has had but four, has,under
the new arrangement, six.

Ion. Sir. ALEX. CAMPBELL—Per-
haps my hon. friend will allow me to
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_ correct an error into which he has fallen.
The Premier represents a British Colum-
bia constituency, and although long resi
dent in Ontario, yet he does not now con-
sider himself a representative of this
Province, his constituency not being
within it, and I do not think that my
hon. friend is quite right in saying that
there are six Ministers from Ontario
now, There are five from this Province
and one from British Columbia.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—I am not
mistaken.  Although the gallant knight
who is at the head of the Government
now has a seat in the House of Commons
as member for the city of Victoria, it is
well known that he is an Ontario gentle-
man, and the whole force of his great
influence is given to this Provinee.
And whether Sir John A. Mac-
donald has a seat in Parliament
as a representative of British Colum-
bia or not has nothing to do with
the point that I am now raising. It
18 well known that in times gone hy,
Wwhen the Hon. Robert Baldwin lost his
slection in Ontario, we in Quebec gave
him a seat, but no ene, even among his
Opponents in Ontario, ever dreamt of
Taiging such an objection as tbe hon.
Miuister of Mllitia new does. Thegallant
knight who is at the head of the Govern-
ment knows too much to use such an
argument'in support of giving to Ontario.
8uch a large influence compared with Que-
bec in the Government of the Dominion,
I may fairly repeat what has been so
well stated by the hon. mover of the
regolution under discussion (Mr. Trudel),
* that the appointment of the fourteenth
Minister had roused much apprehension,”
and, let me add, at this moment espe-
cially, when that Province, which has

ever had its fair share in the Govern-
Tnent of the day, is now reduced virtually
three Ministers, the fourth (Mr.
Tasson) being in such ill-health that he
1ad to offer his resignation,orsurrender his
epartment and take that of President
of the Council. 1 have no intention of
Uttering a single word against the hon.

Inister I am alluding to. On the con-
trary, I am quite ready to admit that he
Wus well fitted for the post he filled so
ably. He did much for the militia force
of this country, and it must be a matter
Of regret to us all that his health did not
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allow him to continue his efforts in that
direction, but, withall that, I am bound
to say that the Province he hails from
ought not to suffer from -his present ina-
bility, and that she ought to have her
fair share in the Government of the
country,-and her cause better attended
to. I heard with pleasure the speech of
the hon. gentleman from Halifax. That.
part of his remarks wherein he alluded
to some of the utterances of the hon.
senator for DeSalaberry (Mr. Trudel),
was particularly pleasing. The latter
gentleman had said, as I bave already
stated, ‘that the appointment of the
fourteenth Minister had roused appre-
hensions.” The hon. senator from Hali-
fax (Mr. Power) exemplified this state-
ment and showed that such an increase
in the number of Ministers from On-
tario was a menace to the other
smaler provinces. And so it is. Let
me, then, express the hope that the differ-
ent smaller provinces will see the advan-
tage it would be to them if they would
insist on having fair play extended to
every province in the Dominion. And
it is by so administering the affairs of
this country at large that we may expect
to see peace and harmony reigning
throughout the whole land. Such are
my conscientious views on this impor-
tant subject. The more I think of it
the more I feel that the Province of
Quebec should receive justice at the
hands of the Government, as a matter of
course. The 133rd clause of the British
America Act impliedly enacts such a
right, as will be seen by referring to the
clause which T will now read : —

« Either the English or the French language
may be used by any person in the debates of
the Houses of Parliament of Canada.”

Now, hon. gentlemen, how can this
er actment be followed practically unless
we have either a Minister thoroughly
acquainted with both official languages,
or we have in each House two Ministers,
one speaking the one and another
speaking the other language? And
this is what we ask for. Dut as we are
just now situated, this clause has no
effect whatever. It is a matter of daily
occurrence shat &n hon. senator, not
knowing English, rises to put a question
to the Government, and is met by an
answer given in English, and prefaced
by the words, “I am sorry that I can-
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not give my answer to the hon. gentle-
man in his own languaga.” The hon.
Senator who is thus answered has to
listen to words which he cannot under-
stand, and do without a reply or go to
some of his friends in the Senate and
ask of them the translation of the
answer given. Such a state of things I
cannot willingly accept; my duty is to
protest against it, because it is unjust,
unfair and practically unconstitutional.
Ths people of my native Province may
possibly submit to such treatment. It
18 for them to judge for themselves, and
to say whether their representatives in
both Houses of Parliament are doing
their duty towards them when they suf-
fer the Government to trample their
rights and privileges under their feet;
but let me say that, if they do not feel
the insult and do not resent it, the
sooner they cease crying out for the pre-
servation of their rights and privileges
the better. Every day the French press
of the Province of Quebec have long
articles, wherein they vindicate the rights
of the people of that Province to a share
of the public patronage. [ivery day
articles are published wherein much
blame is thrown upon those who seem to
attach very little. importance to the
maintaining of the laws, usages and
language of that Province. = But, I ask,
what is the use of all that, if they fail
to vindicate the most important of their
privileges, and if they neglect to protest
against such changes as those I have
alluded to, which tend to deprive that
Province of the advantages gained to
her at the time of Confederation by the
great statesman who is no more—the
lamented Sir Geo. E. Cartier? What is
the use of writing so much, if they fail
to blame the representatives of the people
of that Province, who readily submit to
such a denial of justice? But, hon. gen-
tlemen, let me admit, for the sake of
argument, that the 133rd clause of the
British North America Act can be inter-
preted in different ways; have we not,
then, in our favor the practical interpre-
tation given to that clause at the time of
Confederation by the very framers of
that law, who gave- to this Senate the
advantage of having always, since those
days, a French member on the Treasury
benches of this House? It is only since

the present Government have taken
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office that Quebec has been deprived
of that which had always been con-
sidered, since Confederation, as a
thing to which she had a right.
If such be the case, how can the people
of Quebec submit to this innovation ?
‘What guarantee have they that, if such an
interpretation should be admitted, at
some future day the four Ministers from
that Province might not ke ehosen out
of the English-speaking members of both
Houses. Every member of the smaller
Provinces, whether in this House or else-
where, as well as the people of that Pro-
vince, ought not to lose sight of such a
danger, but ought, on the contrary, to see
that their best interests depend upon
the carrying out of the constitution as
interpreted at its very beginning by
those who knew best the spirit of the law
and were then forced to give it its correct
interpretation. I am sure that the peo—
ple of Quebec recollect too well the
events which occurred in times, happily
gone by, {o accept a change, which, in
itself, is a menace to them for the future,
and that they do expect from us, their
representatives, that we will use our best
energies to prevent such; an order of
things. Strange to say, Whi‘]e throughout
the whole civilized world, I may say,
and particularly in England, our morher
tongue is honored and is taught in the
highest cireles of society as being a lan-
guage which cannot be dispensed with,
only here in Canada, where it may be
spoken as a matter of course, the greatest
efforts are made to banish it. But while
I am bound to say so much, I cannot help
expressing my gratitude to so many
of my bon. colleagues in this House
speaking the English language for the
help they have given us in different cir-
cumstances, when we had to advocate
this question. Last year, particularly,
many of those gentlemen raised their
voiees in favor of our pretentions, and
expressed their unprejudiced opinion that
we were right, and that we were de-
manding no more than was due to us.
Let us, then, hope that with such help
and with so good a cause, we will suc-
ceed in having justice done to our Pro-
vince. 1 do not see that I have much
more to say on this question at present,
and I would at this point resume my
seat were it not for some remarks which
were made before in. like circumstances.
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No doubt, after havimg served my
sountry faithfully for many years I
might, without being open to the charge
of being too ambitious, manifest a desire
to receive at the hands of my friends the
Teward to which long services entitle a
Iman ; but that I have shown such a
esire, or done anything that might be
80 interpreted, I deny emphatically.
Any individual occupying a seat in this
or the other House must make friends
for himself before he can entertain such
desires, otherwise he will not succeed, as
everyone knows. It is well known that
during the seven years I have had a seat
In this Senate, I have, every Session
advocated the rights of the French-
Speaking minority in this Iouse to
t}‘ne translation of the proceedings
Ywa wvoce duiing the sittings. Every-
one knows the difficulties I met
With, and the awkward position T often
S8tood in ; so much so that more than
Once my private friends thought I had
}-‘e'tter drop the matter, lest it should
Injure me personally and diminish the
Number of my friends. But I thought I
could not do so without being untrue to
Iy Province, and I continued and fought
out the battle, till I succeeded in getting
the proceedings of.the House conducted
In both official languages. But after T
ad won for my Province this great ad-
Yantage, the present Government came
nto office, and, as if in disapproval of
What had been done in favor of the
rench-speaking minority, no senator
Speaking the French language was taken
Into the Government. Could I stand
817 Could hon. members hailing from
that Province submit without a protest ?
rtainly not. We were all, and I was
Particularly, bound to protest against it,
and T did so. We Quebecers on hoth
Sides of the House united in condemning
1t. Placed in such circumstances, how can
© attacked or charged with being actu-

b by motives of selfishness? No
onest man, no honorable man could be,
ad T am gure that none of my brother
:enators has even dreamt of making such
charge. Some young men may have
D€ 80 in their ambition to rise before
su;i Proper time had come, but it is a
int Clent punishment to them that their
Tigues and their utterances are known,
the that occasion is given to appreciate
W for what they are worth. But I
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have further evidence to furnish that T
am not actuated by self-interest or desire
for personal promotion. Let me tell you
that I have long ago, either directly or
indirectly, received the assurance that I
would never have a seat in the Govern-
ment of the day. For twenty-five or
thirty Sessions I have had a seat either
in the Assembly, the Commons, or the
Senate. I have always been a true
Conservative, and as such stood by
my friends, as the Journals show.
But it bas been my good or bad fortune
to have a true sense of my duties as a
public man, and thus I have been some-
times placed in circumstances wherein I
thought I could not follow my political
leaders, whom I then considered to be
wrong. As an illustration, I may men-
tion the question of the New Brunswick
School Law. I was the first to raise my
voice upon it, and to shew that in that
instance we could not support the Gov-
ernment of the day. So also in the case
of the Government bill providing for
the appointment of a Judge ot the Court
of Divorce in New Brunswick. And a
few other instances when I had to fol-
low my conscientious convictions. This
independence of mine, hon. gentlemen,
worked injuriously to me. On one of
these occasions one of the Ministers at
the timne, who is still a prominent ad-
viser of the Crown, gave me to under-
stand that he would not forget me, and
that I would suffer forit. And let me
add, thut since those days which have
long since passed, he has kept his word
and has treated me more like a foe than
like a friend. Nevertheless, as is well
known, I have ever been true to
the flag in the past, and hope I
shall continue to be so in the
future, whatever the treatment I may
receive from those who have it in charge.
I am a Conservative by principle, and to
Conservative principles T shall always be
trve. T know full well the responsibility
[ am assuming ; but I wish toshew that,
in adopting the course I have taken on
this question of the rights of the French
language in both Houses, I have done so-
with no hopes whatewer that it would
be personally advantageous to myself.
Knowing, as I do, that, at the time of
the formation of the Government of the
day in October, 1878, the difficulty about
the choice of a senator from the Province
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of Quebec was that I was in the way,
and that it wassuggested by a gentleman
who is much indebted to me for the high
position he now holds, that this diffi-
culty could be met by taking inte the
Government no senator from Quebec
speaking the French language; let me
state here, from my seat, that I waiveall
pretensions whatsoever that T may have
to a seat in the Cabinet, and that I hope
that my native Province will recover that
which has been taken from her unjustly.
Now that T waive any elaim which I
might have been supposed to have in con-
sequence of my past services, I hope
that my native Province will be given
the representation to which she is entitled
in the Cabinet.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH-TI do not wish
to tollow the remarks of the hon. senator
from De Lanaudiére, as they relate to a
question which interests Quebec alone.
They bear upon his indomitable perse-
verance on all eccasions in this House to
bring the attention of the Government to
the rights and grievances of his native
Province. I admire the persistency with
which he advocates his case and the
success which has attended his efforts in
this Chamber ; and no doubt the Govern-
ment will, in their wisdom, do for the
Province of Quebec what they can,
‘consistent with the proper administra
tion of the affairs of the Dominion. I
rose more particularly to reply to some
remarks of the hon. senator from Hali-
fax, Mr. Power. We are both from the
same Province and members of the same
profession, and had it not been that the
hon. gentleman represented Nova Scotia
as a poverty-stricken country, as being
in a state of distress unparalleled in the
history of the Dominion, or of that Pro-
vince, probably I should have been con-
tent to let the Address pass without com-
ment on my part other than to express
my entire accord with everything so
pleasingly and ably said by the mover
and seconder thercof. I do not in-
tend taking up the clauses of the Speech
seriatem,or followingthecourse of my hon
friend in criticising it, but I shall take
up some salient points raised by him to-
day, and endeavor, so far as I can, to ex-
press my views and refute some of the
conclusions at which he desires to arrive.
Ag regards the Tntercolonial Railway,
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which formed the principal subjeet of
his speech, his objection is that there has
been too much esonomy practised upon
that line during the last year, and
that the economy has not been
consistent with efficient management.
This appears to me a bald assertion ; he
has given us no data upon which it is
based. He might have gone back to the
time before the present Government
came into power and enquired into the
efliciency of the management of that road
under Mr. Brydges, which was a huge
blunder from beginning to end. In those
days, accidents, loss of life, detention and
delays formed the subject of comment in
this House and the country. We found
hon. gentlemen im this House rising to
their feet and denouncing that road, and
suggesting that it be givem away to a
company to run it, and stating thas it was
a drag on the revenue of the country.
The present Government have effected
economy without interfering with the
efficiency of the road ; they have =aved
$200,000, and yet my hon. friend from
Halifax complains. He furnishes no
proof that this result has been arrived at
through false economy, or that the rolling
stock andequipmentof the read are suffer-
ing any. The management, I believe,
has been satisfactory, and I have been
informed that the Minister of Railways,
in answer to a formal enquiry just now
made of him in the Commons, has invited
the most searching investigation into the
entire management of the railway, and
assured the House that the rolling stock
and permanent way are better now than
they ever have been. There has been no
increase in the rates. I believe that
economy which has been effected by the
Minister of Railways will ultimately

bring about a reduction in the
freight and passer.ger rates. When
we can state to Parliament that

the road can be run at less expense to
the travelling public, and that thereby
traffic can be facilitated between the
Provinces, there will be a reduction in
this respect. 1t never was contended or
supposed that the Intercolonial Railway
should be run on mere commercial prin-
ciples ; it was regarded from the first as
a commercial highway between the Pro-
vinces, unitirg the eastern and western
portions of the Dominion together It
was a part of the scheme of Confedera-
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ton, and T am in hopes that, in conjunc-
tion with the system of canals of the
St. Lawrence, it will accomplish the ob-
ject for which it was designed. Our
ounden duty, therefore, is to encourage
€conomy in the management of the road
consistent with efficient administration.
contend that this has been dene ; I
ave given good evidence of it; but my
on. friend from Halifax has not
glven ug a solitary fact that can in any
Way sustain his assertion to the contrary.
4 seems to me that the freight deten-
tions of which the hon. gentle-
Man  complains have been on the
Grand Trunk Railway and not on
the Intercolonial. I am sure we cannot
Complain of the additional link we have
8ot through the purchase of the Riviére
-du Loup branch. We have reason to
Congratulate ourselves that the Govern-
Mment have helped us to get our Interco-
lonial highway extended to Point Lévis
Independent of the Grand Trunk, and
that it is being laid with steel rails and
Will receive tull repairs. I shall now
refer to the National Policy. From the
fist T was a strong advocate of it, be
leving it would help to build up our
Ome industries, promote foreign trade,
and develop our great and varied re-
Sources, and I have seen no reason to
regret the support which I have given
% that patriotic Canadian policy. We
Vere told by its opponents, when the
Policy was first announced to the people,
that it was merely a delusion ; an elec-
tioneering kite ; that the Conservative
Party would never carry into it effect.
he present Government surprised the
OPponents of that policy. They. intro-
Uced a new tariff and made a
tl"‘)I‘Ollgh change in the policy of the
COuntry. They stand now in the presence
of about nine months’ experience of
their legislation, and can, with becoming
Pride, look at its results. They found,
When they assumed office, the country in
;"a::ate of distress and despondency. The
th Government had told the people
at nothing could be doue to relieve the
si?reSSlOn. Their inaction and expres-
in:ll of h?h)lessness had a material effect
the ©epening the prevailing gloom. When
o Present Administration came into
POWer they redeemed the pledges they
now Elade to the people, und inspired
Ope among them. We all know

lon. Mr. Kaulbach.

17, 1880.] Address. 43
what an important effect hope has upon
ourselves; what avail it has in the affairs
of men, and how it effects our actions.
I¢ inspires us with energy. The very
act of the Government, in endeavoring
by some means or other to lift the coun-
try out of its despondency, bas had a good
deal to do with the improvement in the
conditiorn of our people. The Province of
Nova Scotia, my hon. friend from Halifax
contends, is in a dreadful state, and as a
first proof of it he shows that there were
more insolvencies in 1879 than in the
preceding year. That is just™ what,I
expected and expressed last Session, would
be the result of the course pursued by
this Hous when it did not endorse the re-
peal of the Insolvent Act. I then con-
tended that the effect upon the country
would be to increase the namber of bank-
ruptcies. The National Policy had noth-
ing to do with it. I think we bave every
reason to congratulate ourselves, in view
of the very large amounts—the hundreds
of millions of dollars—that have been
lost through insolvencies, that the coun-
try has taken heart, and that the reaction
has set in. We have every reason to feel
satisfied that we are in the dawn of com-
mercial prosperity; that there is already
an improvement in the trade and
industries of the Dominion, and that
an amount of energy is being dis-
played which will tend to the advance-
ment of the country’s prosperity.
My hon. friend from Halifax says that
not a-promise made by the present Gov-
ernment has been fulfilled. That is
another bald assertion. I cannot see on
what it is founded. Where are the
pledges that were not redeemed? They
promised a change in the tariff ; to go on
with the Pacific Railway, and to protect
our industries. In what instance have
they failed to redeem those pro-
mises 1 Not only have they
done all that they said they would
do, but we already have the proof before
us of the beneficial effects of what they
have done and of the policy they in-
augurated. Now, as regards the coal
trade

Hon. Mr. POWER—Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—TI am glad
my hon. friend says “ hear, hear.” What
was the result of their policy upon that
trade? When' they assumed office they
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found millions of dollars of capital lying

dormant, some mines closed up,
and others working slowly with
no profit.  That branch of in-
dustry was  thoroughly  paralyzed.

‘What has been the cesult of the new
tariff ¥ I anticipated myself that the
fifty cents per ton imposed upon coal
would probably be more of a tax than
anything else ; but, so far, the result
has proved to some extent the contrary.
We sent to Montreal last year 60,000
tons more coal than during the preceding
year. This is the statement made in the
repors of the Harbor Commissioners of
Montreal. Has that not been the result
of the National Policy ?

Hon. Mr. POWER—Can the hon.
gentleman inform me how much came to
Montreal from the Maritime Provinges

during 1877 and 1878 1

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH —If my
figures are right—and I think they
are, as they are from the report of
the Harbor Commissioners of Mon-
treal — the amount in 1877 was about
55,000 tons; and in 1879, 117,000
tons, an increase of over 60,000.

Hon. Mr. POWER—What was it in
18781

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I have rot
got it for. that year; but I need not
assure my hon. friend his observation
and his own knowledge must convincd
him that there was little or no difference
~— probably less in 1878 than in 1877.
It shews that even with the trifling pro-
tection which the tariff affords, we can
get coal up as far as Montreal, and I
am in hopes that the Government will sce
it in their wisdom possible to so arrange
the tariff and help the coal industry as to
enable us to convey it up the St. Law-
rence canals, probably as far as Sarnia.
With the addition of say 25 cents a ton
we can accomplish that, and besides, get
return freights of grain, flour and other
products of our great West. In that
way we ean show that there
is a reciprocity of feeling and interest
between the Provinces of this ceuntry ;
that Parliament is not legislating in a
sectional way ; that we are not to put
trade against trade, and section against
section ; but that we are looking to the
benefit of the whole Dominion, believing
that if any one portion is benefited, its
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prosperity will react upon the whole.
My hon. friend the ex-Secretary of State
says that huge monopolies are getting
wealthy. In doing so ave they not utiliz-
ing their capital and employing the
labor of the country, and will not
this benefit the whole Dominion ¥ These
large industries ecannot prosper without

the farmers receiving some benefit. It
seems as if the hon. gentlemen
desired to set cldss against class ;

to lead the farmers to believe that
there was an antagonism between
them arnd the manufacturing and other
industries of the country. Such seems,
at least, to be the poliey of the Opposition,
and if they succeed they will become
masters of the situation and sweep the
field. But I contend that there is no
cause or reason for such antagenism
between maaufacturers and farmers, and *
no such antagonism is likely to arise, but
that their industries must tend to benefit
each other. The best market that the
farmer has is the home market. We
know that the fields of the farmers of
Ontario are diminishing to some extent in
capacity of wheat production for want of
variety and rotation of crops ; and, there-
fore, it would be a benefit to them to be
able to cultivate other crops of a more
perishable character for which they can
find a market at their own doors, among
the manufacturing industries ef the
country. To attempt to set up the
farming community against the inanu-
facturing industries of the country is, it
seems to me, suicidal to the farmer him-
self. It cannot be said that the
increase of the tariff bears hardly
upon the agricultural community.
They must proportionately increase
in wealth with increasing prosperity
of , the manufacturing industries.
The motive of the hon. gentlemen who
try to create this antagonism between
the various interests of the country can-
not be for the general good of the whole
Dominion. T have spoken of the im-
provement in the local trade, and I shall
now refer tomnother industry. I would
ask my hon. friend to what does he at-
tribute the increase in the sugar trade of
62,000,000 pounds imported into Mon-
treal during the last twelve months ? Is
it due to the saying of the late Govern-
ment, “ we can do nothing” to develop
the industries of the country, or is it
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owing to the National Policy } My hon.
friend (Mr. Power) knows very well
that our West India trade hus largely
Increased and must necessarily increase
under the present tariff, and with the
development of our home industries.
Is it not due to the public confidence
™ the National Policy that the
capitalists of Ilalifax have been induced
to invest $300,000 in establishing a sugar
refinery in Halifax ¥ My hon. friend
will not, surely, contend that that enter-
Prise is an injury to his native city, and
that it is not the result of the present
fiscal policy ¢ I donot know whether he

a8 taken any stock in the refimery ; but
I do know that men, holding such views
a3 my hon. friend has expressed, have
Invested largely in it, and, if I mistake
Rot, the preponderamce of the stock in
that company is held by men of the same
Political views as the hon. gentleman
from Halifax, and we have reasen to

lieve that another refinery is being
started in Moncton.e There is no doubt
the country is benefiting by the estab-
Ishment of such industries; and the
uge monopolies that the hon. gentleman
Speaks of will not exist, because the com-
Petition in any branch of trade in which
Money is to be made will be too keen to
allow prices to rise higher than are neces-
Sary to give a fair proftt for the eapital
Invested. I am surprised, therefore, to
ear the hon. gentleman say that
Dothing but distress has come out of the

ational Policy. Speaking for Nova

cotia, I feel assured there is no other

rovince in Canada to-day more pres-
Perous. Our fisheries have yielded an
abundant harvest ; our shipping is profit-
ably employed. To be sure mamy of us
Were scared at the abundant catch of fish,
and sold out at low prices. If we had not
One 50 we would have besn better off
to-day. Iam prepaved to say that there
8 a want of woney amongst us; but
thag any branch of industry has
gone down in consequence, or that we
ave suffered materially in any way, my
o0, fijend will fail to convince this

Ouse ; on the contrary, hope has taken

e place of despair in every branch of
‘rade and industry in Nova Scotia.

ere has been a revival aud a z-al to
Press forward.

estﬁ:x;. Mr. POWER—How about reai
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Hon. Mr. KAULBACH -I will not
pretend to say how it is in Halifax, to
which my hon. friend’s knowledge seems
confined, but 1 know in the country real
estate brings fair prices, when sold on
time. There is a scarcity of money, but
there is no povertyin the country ; farm-
ers generally have their cellars well sup-
plied with provisions, and although
money may be, for a time, scarce in the
Provinee of Nova Scotia, yet every
branch of trade is comparatively prosper-
ous—very prosperous when compared
with what it was when the late Govern-
ment was in power; we were then in a
state of dependency. We were told by
the Government that we could net help
ourselves, but the present Administration
placed the country in such a posi-
tion that when the reaction set in we
were preared to take the benefit of it.
The very hope and confidence which it
inspired in us gave new life and
energy to the people, as there is no
doubt those promptings have very much
to do with the prosperity of every man.
One remark was made about our Nova
Scotia fishing industry which probably
adds more than any other industry to the
prosperity of the people. In 1878 there
were 95 fishing vessels built; tonnage,
3,770. Tu 1879 there were 155 ; tonnage,
5,968 ; making an inerease of 60 vessels
in the fisheries in 1879 over 1878, and
an increase of 2,198 tons burthen. Has
the policy of the Government nothing to
do with that? L contend it has. My friend
looks doubtful. Have not the fisheries
received the benefit of the drawbacks ¢

Hon. Mr. POWER—There must be
some mistake in your stalistics.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH —There is no
mistake in my statistics. I contend that-
the increase of vessels engaged in the
fisheries in 1879 over 1878 is just what
I have stated, as I have taken some pains
to getaccurate tigures. That is the state
of the fisheries to-day, and I contend that
it is largely due to the policy of the
Government. Our ships are well em-
ployed, taking large freights at remune-
rative rates. I might also refer to the
revival of the lumber trade, not only in
Nova Scotia, but also, more particularly,
in this portion of the Dominion. And
then there is our great and important
iron industry  which has revived. In
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Nova Scotia we can refer to the London-
derry mine, which has made a new de-
parture, and is said to be paying haund-
somely, and which, under the late
Governmeut, threatened to close up.
But weare told that whatever prosperity
has come is owing to our proximity to
the neighboring Republic. I agree in
that, for the nearer we approach the
taviff policy of our neighbors the better.
‘What is good for them is good for us—
reciprocity in trade and reciprocity in tar-
iffs. But what does astonish me most is
the doctrine propounded by the Grits of
Ontario, that the tariff is actually cheap-
ening grain to the Canada consumer.
This, certainly, if true, is also of great
importance to us in the Maritime Prov-
inces, who look for cheap flour and Indian
corn. I fiad my hon. friend has left
his seat. I intended to ask him to
name any other industry that he
considered was suffering from the
National  Policy. He spoke of
immigration to this country. I am sure
it cannot be denied that the policy of the
Minister of Agriculture has largely to do
with the anticipated increase of immi-
gration into Canada. The very fact
of bringing out delegates representing
the tenant farmers of England to inspect
and judge for themselves of the capabili-
ties of the country will be of great bene-
fit to Canada, and will do wonders in
increasing the immigration. The late
Administration gave tens of thousands
of dollars to paid agents, in whom the
people have no confidence, to promote
emigration, but the delegates who have
visited Canada and have seen for them-
selves have reported more favorably on
our country and the prairie lands of the
North West than of any part of the United
States, and it will do more for us than
the paid agents ; therefore, I suy that the
Government have adopted the wisest
policy, they have not remained inactive,
saying they could do nothing, or that we
would have to wait until Providence
helps us. As I have.remarked nefore,
Providence only helps these who help
themselves, and we find to-day in every
branch of trade, help has come to us
from Providence, because we have done
what Providence required of us: we
helped ourselves. With respect to the
Fishery Award, I believe, and our fisher-
men rightlv claim,shat what the fisheries

Hon. Mr. Kaulbach.

[SENATE.]

‘opposite effect.

Addren.

have gained, the fisheries sheuld keep,
and the money should be applied
towards the establishment of a well-
regulated svstem of communication
along our coasts, by which fishermen
could be kept posted as to the locality of
the fish. I hope that nothing will be
done with this money until Government
have matured their policy regarding it,
and see that it is used to the permanent
benefit of the fishermen. We were told
that the tax on wheat would destroy our
carrying trade, as far as American grain
in transit was concerned—that we were
going to deprive our shipping of the
grain of the Waest, but it has not had
that effect so far. We find that during
last year in Montreal there were shipped
4,000,000 bushels of wheat more than
the previous year, or during any previ-
ous year. We are told that this has
been in consequence of the extraordinary
wheat crop in Canada and the United
States. Tt canmot be attributed to that
cause, however, ag there were over
3,000,000 bushels of an increase up

to the end of September, 1879,
before the mnew harvest was rea-
dy for expertation. Therefore, I

am prepared to say that, instead of that
tax being injuriods to this Dominion or
the shipping trade, it has had the very
And we have not only

been able to send up our coal
to Ontario, but we have obtained
for our ocean vessels the trans-

port of the grain of the Western
States to Europe. Tho arrivals of ocean
vessels at the port of Montreal last year
shew an increase of 100 over those of
any previous year. This does not shew
a state of distress in the Dominion ; on
the contrary, it is to me a sign of
prosperity. I regret to find that any
hon. gentleman skould introduce a
feeling antagonistic to the construction of
the Pacific Railway, and that members
holding prominent positions in the late
Governwent should virtually repudiate
that great public work. They may state,
as they do in effect, that we should sever
our connection with British Columbia;
that disintegation of the Union should
take plaee, and that the cohesive power
that unites these Provinces altogether
should be set aside. Coming from Nova
Scotia, a Province holding a similar posi-
tion on the eastern coast of the Dec-
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minion as British Columbia occupies on’
the west, and whose interests are nearly
identical, I contemd that it would
have a demoralising effect en the
whole Domiaion should British Columbia
sever her connection with the Confedera-
tion., The late Administration’ were
la.rgelv responsible for our present
position. The Government of Sir John
A. Macdonald, it is well known, under-
took to complete the Pacific Railway by
a wise policy, through a company, by
means of a subsidy of land and money ;
but through the intrigues of the Opposi-
tion the project was destroyed, and the
construction of the railway- by that
means had to be abandoned. , As soon as
these men came into power, gloating over
the destruction they had wrought, they
proceeded to construct- the railway as a
Government work, and atter having ex-
pended over $10,000,000 in that way,
they would now virtually repudiate it
altogether. My hon.friend has complained
of the original terms with British Colum-
bia, but has forgotten the obligations which
his friends entered into to construct the
road on Vancouver Island at & cost of
five or six miliions of dollars.

Hon. Mr MACDONALD—Two mil-
lions of dollars..

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—‘I am sure
it would be double that by the time it
was built. In addition to that, they
promised that $2,000,000 a year should
be the minimum expended on the main-
land, even before they knew where the
road was to be located, or whether they
"could find any practical route.. They re-
ferred this matter to Lord Caranrvon,
and agreed to be governed by his arbi-
trament. What is the result? The Gov-
ernment, as far as they eould; pledged
themselves to this enormous expenditure
in British Columbia. Fortunately for
this country, there was a Senate to de-
feat such a monstrous undertaking. But
now that: we have undertaken to build
120 miles of railway through British Col-
umbia, they raise the objection that
we are squandering the public monsey,
and repudiste all that they have them-
selves done. I cannot understand how
-men who know their own history can so
stultify their own actions and their own
principles in relation to the position.of
the railway. Yes, fortunately for the
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country, we had a Senate in 187/, who
rejected the policy of the Govesmment—
at that time a policy which would have
ruined the country had it been carried
My hon. friend from British Col-
umbia (Mr. Macdonald) has informed me-
thas if the 120 miles from Emory's Bar
to Savona’s Ferry, now under contraoct,
were built, flour and grain now raised
in the Fraser River Valley, which is
sufficlent for the consumption of the
whole of British Columbia, could be
utilized instead of importing it from the
United States, and that it would lead to
the development of a larger tract of fer-
tile country. I cannot see how hon.
geutlemen who were - pledged to the
policy of the late Government in
relation to the ‘construction = of
this railway can come forward and raise-
an’'objection to the- building of this 120-

miles of road in British- Columbia,

when it is the very same section of the-
railway for which they had tenflers out
for construction just before the elections.
in 1878, and to which they had shipped
the steel rails for the track. Could it
have been done merely to deceive the -
electors? What other inference can

be drawn when comparing their.present .
with their past. conduct? My hon.
friend from Halifax would lead us to

believe that the commercial depression .
is worse to-day under the National Policy

‘than- it was hefore ; that there is no-

reaction, and that t'ne country i% opposed
to our fiscal policy. The interim elec~
tions tell a different tale. In all the-
elections that have taken place since the
17th Beptember, 1878, the Government.
bave not lost a single seat,whilst they have-
gained four. - Even the rural districts.
have given a large support in favor of
the present policy. Therefore, how the
hon. gentleman can contend that there
is a reaction against the -policy of the
Government, especially in the farming:
districts, I am at a loss %o conceive. We
find new life, new hope, new vigor and
new  energy throughout the Dominiun,
and in‘every instance when the Govern-
ment. appealed to the people they
came back strengthened by the contest.
My hon. friend from Halifax refevred to
the extravagant expenditures of the Go-
vernment.. On that matter I think the
Public Accounts will shew proper ec mno-
my in the administration of public:
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affairs. For instance, under Legislation,
the increase is mainly due to the cost of
the general election, which was in round
numbers $120,000. Another large in-
crease is in the Militia Department, for
drill, which was starved to death under
the late Government. Another in the
Post Office service, and then an increase
in the interest on our public debt rolled
up by the late Adwministration. Those
are matters which can be better discussed
at a later stage of this Session. I shall,
at present. not .further trespass on
the patience of hon. gentlemen.
I would not have taken part in this de-
bate but for the remarks of my hon.
friend from Halifax (Mr. Power) and
the deplorable condition he represented
the Province of Nova Scotia to be in. I
arose to express my views in favor of the
National Policy, and to bear my testi-
mony to the better feeling that prevails
amongst our people, and to the energy
andlife that have dawned and have sprung
up under the present condition of things.
There is an earnest hope, an earnest con-
fidence and an increase of prosperity in
the country. So far 1 have been a strong
advocate of the National Policy, and al-
though there are some things in it that
can be improved upon, I feel that upon
their tariff I can strongly support the
Government, and in doing so I am satis-
fied that { am not misrepresenting the
interests of the Province of Nova Scotia.

Hon, Mr. ALMON--I would not
have risen to speak on this question if it
bad not been for the challenge thrown
out by the senior member for Halifax
(Mr. Power), and the jeering way in
which he spoke when he asked me to
answer the observations that he made.
He did so in a way that would lead tha
House to suppose that I could not do so.
That, I thought, came with a very ill
taste from the hon. gentleman, whose
father was a member for the county of
Halifax for ten years, and made no
speeches during that time except two,
which were written, and said to have
been inspired by a gentleman not a hun-
dred miles from me just now. Perhaps
I am wromg in saying that he made only
two speeches ; he made another one that
I remember, in the course of which he
said that the Maritime Provinces had
nothing to expect from the (irits of the
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Upper Provinces. That was often quot-
ed and never denied, and, therefore, may
fairly be accepted as his utterance.
I say it in no disparagement of
that gentleman. He was a silent
member, but the people of Halifax
felt that with regard to trade and com-
merce he was a good authority. If the
mantle of silence had fallen on his chil-
dren, the Provinee would be no worse off
and we would have been less bored in this
Chamber. When the hon. gentleman
challenged me to speak of the bad state
of thingsin Nova Scotia and the country
generally, he instanced the number of in-
solvencies which had taken place in 1879,
When a person fails in 1879, when do
his losses commence? Did they com-
mence that year? No; in all proba-
bility during the five years preceding it,
when every one was losing money hand
over fist. His losses culminated in 1879
because prices were then beginning to
rise. What was the use of bringing
actions against a party sooner? Nothing
could be got for goods or property, and,
therefore, the creditors waited until the
good times commenced, and then pushed
the man into bankruptcy. Take an
analogy from my own profession. Con-
sumption is said to run, on an average,
for two years. A man dies of con-
sumption in 1879. Did the cold which
developed the tubercles on his lungs
commence that year 7 No, it commenced
two years previous. I take another
illustration from my own practice. Take
a case of fever and ague, contracted from
malaria in the district of New Orleans.
The disease does not break out there,
but when the man comes to Nova Scetia,
Will any one tell me that our invigorat-
ing climate and sea breezes ocoasioned
that attack? No, it is the seeds of the
fever and ague as laid at New Orleans.
The hon. gentleman asked if the trade of
Halifax has decreased. I think the
senior member is acquainted with one
Alfred Jones who is said to be one of the
largest sugar importers there. Under
the old regime he had two ships engaged
in the West India trade, he now has six ;
that means a voyage made every four or
six weeks, and you all know the value of
a cargo of fish sent out there, or of sugar
brought back. That certainly does not
look as though Alfred Jones thought
that the duties on sugaur were intinical to
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the West India trade. I am glad to be
able to give the senior member for Hali-
fax credit for sincerity when he
States that the workshops at Moncton
Were built by the Mackenzie Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I stated nothing
of the sort.

Hon. Mr. ALMON—On the contrary,
¢ did not say buil, but very much im-
Proved, and he spoke of their being such
Very fine buildings and a credit to the
Country. I think he said, if the report-
€rs took him down, that the workshops
at Moncton were largely improved, and
Made models of workshops under the old
Government.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I¢ is true that T
8aid they were improved by the old Gov-
‘€rnment,

Hon. Mr. ALMON — Likewise he
Went on to say that this has since been
done away with and that the work is to

done by contract in future. I am
very glad to hear it. T am not acquaint-
with the manufacturers of St. John
and other places, but I am very glad
that the Government has gone out of
t business and given the mechanics
and workmen of Halifax a chance to con-
Dete for the work of those shops. He
likewige spoke largely of the Intercolonial

ailway, and accused me of making a
Mistake when I told him no accident had
Occurred in my journey up. I contrasted
thf! Jjourney from Halifax up with the
trip I took seven years ago when I
travelled to Portland, partly by way of
the Intercolonial, partly by the St. John

Bangor, and partly by the Grand
+runk ; for 3 days I slept in the train,
In a snow bank, and not ina Pullman.

Chis time T left Halifax at the usual
Ume and got into Quebec only an hour
and o quarter behind time. The cause
of that delay was, the engineer tested

€ engine and found she was too weak

%o take us through the snow, so he put
o0 another engine, that was why we
Were an hour and a quarter behind time.

asked what became of this engine,

Which, according to the senior member
fom Halifax must have been smashed

8mithereens, and was informed that it
Va8 sent back to Moncton by itself. I
May have been in very great danger ;
certainly did not know it.
Hon, Mr. Almon.
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The hon. gentleman spoke of the dis-
charge of men employed on the railway.
A good many have been discharged and
some of them I feel very sorry for. I
remonstrated in several instances, and
what was the answer ? I was told that
the road had been overcrowded with men
by the late Government. The managers
had been instructed to take them on.
Some were good men, if there had been
anything for them to do, and they would
like to have kept them on ; but there
were others who were not able to do a
day’s work, and had been put on merely
through political inflvence. I asked why
they had taken on more than was neces- -
sary and was told : “Itis all very well,
but we would get a note from Mr. So-
and-so, telling us to take on somebody
and give him work, and we could not
refuse.” I have heard the senior member
for Halifax address the House on the sub-
ject of a 1ailroad from Lake Nipissing,
westward, a matter of which he could
know nothing but what he could
got from a blue book. I have heard him
diate for hours upon it; but his elo-
quence was not expended ;so much on
that subject as on the discharge of a con-
stable from Halifax station. I am inter-
ested in the prosperity of Halifax and
am very willing that the Dominion Gov-
ernment should carry the Intercolonial
to the deep-water terminus at West's
Wharf, but I am not so deeply interested
as to ask them to find a constable for the
Halifax depét. If a constable is wanted,
I think, from what I know of may coun-
trymen, that they will not expect their
senior member here to appeal to the Gov-
ernment for God’s sake to keep a con-
stable for them and pay him out of the
Dominion revenue. The hon. senator
alluded o the appointment of Mr. Black
and Mr. Boggs, and sneered at those
gentlemen. Mr. Black is a Southerner
who, at the unfortunate termination of the
civil war, came to Halifax. He was
agent for a steamer which ran from
Halifax to  Portland, and con-
veyed to the former city the
greater part of the flour used there.
After the Intercolonial Railway was
opened for traffic that freight was cut
off, most of our flour coming to us by
rail. The Minister of Railways appoint-
ed Mr. Black an agent to go up the road
to look after the trade which formeily

4
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came by his boat. Mr. Black was ap-
pointed by the Halifax Chamber of Com-
merce, which I cannot accuse of any
Conservative leanings, to go up to the
Upper Provinces to negotiate with the
Hon. Mr.Mackenzie for the trausportation
of grain to Halifax. He did so and failed
to come to any arrangement. In the
election of 1878 lie and his two sons took
the oath of allegiance and votel for
Richey and Daley and against Jones and
Power, and this accounts for the senior
member’s attack upon him. Tam happy
to say that the good times have commenc-
ed in Nova Scotia. T cannot say but
that I am pleased with the hope that has
been held out in the other House of cer-
tain changes to be made in the tariff. I
think that Indian corn should be imported
free of duty, and the poor man’s serge
should not be made to pay as high a duty
as the rich man’s broadcloth. I think,
also,that the duty on champagneoughs to
be reduced. . As a medical man T know
that there is nothing more useful asa
stimulant than champagne. The duty
now is $8 a case. Very often it
agrees with the stomach when nothing
else will, buta poor man, at the present
rate,is deprived of an article which in
some cases of sickness is a necessary.
I think all the doctors who hear me
will agree with me that the duty on
champagne should be reduced.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I wish to explain
that the hon. senator misunderstood my
remark the other duy altogether. I had
no desire, whatever, to sneer at that hon.
gentleman. I should not sneer at any
member of the Senate, and certainly my
junior colleague is one of the very last I
should think of treating in such a man-
ner.

Hon. Dr. ALMON—I apologize if I
have said anything offensive, but [
thought from the tone of the hon. gentle-
man that he considered that I was un-
able to address the House.

Hon. Mr. READ—TI am sorry to de-
tain the House, but I cannot allow this
Address to pass without having a few
words to say in commendation of it.
Some of our hon. friends, especially the
hon. senator from Halifax, Mr. Power,
have told us that the good harvest and
the general prosperity in the United
States .are the cause of the increased

Hon. Mr. Almon.

[SENATE.)

Address.

prosperity in Canada. 1 am glad that
he admits that there is prosperity, al-
though his language is peculiar. He says
‘“there is no prosperity to any alarming
extent.” T want to know what he means.
Is he alarmed at the prospect of pros-
perity ¥ T am not going to be alarmed, but
will te delighted if the whole country
becomes prosperous, as I feel convinced
that we are on the road to prosperity.
There is evidence of it in the step of
every commercial man as he enters his
office in the morning, He does not go
now with his head down, feeling that
every letter he opens may contain bad
news from his debtors—that one man has
failed ; that the next has cleared ont,
and the next cannot meet his payments.
He feels that the country is becoming
prosperous, that his business is getting
into shape, and that he will realize some-
thing from his investments. I have no
doubt that the harvest is to some extent
the cause, but not solely the cause. The
harvest was cnly saved in October and
one half of it has not yet been marketed,
and the country will not receive the full
benefit until next fall. The hon. gentle-
man tells us that the reaction in the
United States is the cause of our prosper-
ity, It may help us some, buthave they
altered their policy of protectien? Not
a bit of it, and I am sure that under the
system we have adopted we will have
prosperity too. There is only an imagin-
ary line between us and our neighbors,
and T have always believed thas what-
ever trade policy is good for them can-
not be injurious to us. Four years ago
I had the honor of moving the first reso-
lution in Parliament affirming the prin-
ciple of a national policy. I remember
the question was taken up laughingly,
and debated when there was nothing else
to do, but I am happy to know that I
bave lived long enough to ses that that
policy has been affirmel by a change
of Government, and I look back with no
small degree of pride o the time when I
had the boldness to move the resolution
that introduced the debate on the subject
in this House. T see that the Speech
from the Throne refers, amongst other
things, to the visit to this continent of
two distinguished members of the Royal
Commission on Agricultural Depression
in the Mother Country. I may say that
I had the pleasure—the very great pleg-
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sure—of meeting those gentlemen, and
accompanying thew through a portion of
this Province. I intercepted them at
New York. They had mapped out their
route of travel, and had not decided to
visit this Province until late in
the fall, not perhaps wuntil Decem-
ber. I showed thera that they conld visit
a considerable portion of Ontari> and
not be detained over a week, and upon
my assurance they changed their plans
and visited this Province. I am happy
to say that the opinion they formed of
this country was a most favorable one.
I recollect when we got to Toronto they
Temarked that we seemed to e a differ-
ent people here to what they had seen
uring the ten days they had previously
8pent in the United States. It was a very
Opportune time to visit Canada, because
1t enabled them in a very short time to
See the principal products of the
. tountry. They would have been
very glad to have visited FEastern
Portions of the Dominion, but their
time would not admit of it. They visit-
ed most of the grain and cattle-producing
Portions of this continent, with the ex-
Ception of California and the extreme
~ South, and, when their report is issued, I
am quite prepared to expect that we will
nd it very favorable to Canada. When
they got to Manitoba, Mr. Read express-
his opinion that we might look for-
Ward to seeing our North-West country
Competing with Russia and the United

tates for the food supply of
Great Britain. The food supply
IS a  question that must engage
the serious attention of the people

of Eugland. No doubt the Commission-
€IS were sent out more particularly to
Satisfy the tenant farmers with a view to
establishing a basis for an arrangement
etween landlord and tenant hereafter, as
© products of this country are entering
:0 argely into competition with the pro-
w‘fcts of Great Britain and Ireland, that,
1th the bad harvests they have had, the
38ricultura] interest has becow.e so very
:::lueh depressed that we may now direct
w T attention towards supplying the food
rolch they must have. Statistics
groa2ht down by Mr. Cuird, who is the
rita_&uthonty in such matters in Great
the . 8how that the agriculturists of
mother country are not able to pro-

% any more now than they were a
Hon. Mr. Read.
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number of years ago ; in fact, they have
rather decreased the production than
otherwise. At the present time the
comparative quantities and value of
home and foreign products consumed an-

nually in Great Britain are. as follow :—.
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This country could supply a large quan-
tity of oats for the British market. In
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the articles of butler and cheese we have
made wonderful progress. It is only a
few years ago since we were large im-
porters of cheese, but we now not only
manufacture all we require for home
consumption, but export largely. Out
of 140,000,000 of pounds of cheese ex-
ported from this coatinent to England,
Canada sends about 40,000,000 of
pounds, whereas, to show the advance
made in the supply of that article in
1861, the United States ounly sent
10,000,000 of pounds to England and
Canada in 1866, when we were large
importers of cheese from the United
States. We are very intimately inter-
ested in the supply of meat for the
Mother Country. Under the present
regulations, Canada, to-day, has an ad-
vantage of $25 on each ox that we ex-
port to the British market above the
United States, in consequence of this
country not being scheduled by the
British Government, we having escaped
the pleuro pneumonia. Speaking of the
Intercolenial Railway, I must say that
doalers who export cattle wvid
Halifax speak in the highest terms
of the excellent accommodation
afforded for the transportation of
cattle by that line. Every convenience
is given for the safety, comfort and dis-
patch of stock. A friend of mine who
shipped two hundred head of cattle the
other day for the British market m-
formed me that he was afforded every
facility for rapid and safe transport on
the Intercolonial, and the rates will
show that the Government have mot
negleeted that branch of the public ser-
vice. If the United States continues to
be scheduled as it now is, our cattle
trade in the English market must largely
increase. I think that the Government
are entitled to the thanks of the people
of this country for taking the prompt
action they did last year to prevent the
introduction of contagious diseases of
cattle into Canada from the United
States, and thus maintaining the high re-
putation of our native herds. We can
eagily understand what anxiety the Gov-
ernment of England must have in rela-
tion to the welfare of the tenant farmers,
and what influence that class of the
community must have in the legislation
of that country when we consider that
there are 561,000 tenant farmers in Eng-

Hon. Mr. Read.
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land and Scotland, and 600,000 in
Ireland. In Great Britain the average
area of land held by tenants is fifty-six
acres; and in Ireland it is twenty-six acres
When I inform this House that one of
the Royal Cowmmissioners who visited
Canada last autumn is a member of the
House of Commons—the representative
of the 561,000 tenant farmers of England
—they can understand the importance of
that visit. As the only tenant farmer in
the House of Commons last year the
Government selected him, along with
another member of Parliament, M.
Pell, who thoroughly understood the
mission which was entrusted to them.
Mr. Read was for two years a member
of Mr. Disraels Cabinet, but he left it
in 1876, because the Government would
not carry out his views on the land
question, in which he took a great
interest. The mission with which these
gentlemen were charged was to ascertain
the capabilities of this country and see
whether our capacity to produce food
supplics was likely to continue. The ar-
rival of food supplies from this continent
in England had been enormous, and they
wanted to ascertain if those supplies
could continue five years longer. There
were some doubts existing in the old
country on that question. Mr. Caird in
his last work, says: “The American
people themselves are much greater con-
sumers of meat, man for man, thau the
English, and when prosperity returns to
that country the home consumption will
increase, and the surplus for exportation
will diminish.” I fancy he is wrong in
that. I think he will find that the
food supplies on this continent—especi-
ally meat supplies—will increase very
materially, and to an extent that they
are not prepared for. It is astonishing
how the price of meat has continued to
increase in England, while the price of
flour has kept about the same stand-
point.

The following is a table prepared
by Mr, Caird shewing the prices during
the past century :

TABLE shewing the rent of cultivated
land, the price of provisions, the
wages of the agricultural laborer, the
rent of cottages, the average produce
of wheat, in three periods, during the
last hundred years in England : —
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1770. 1850, 1878.
s.d. 8. .d. s d
Rent of cultivated land
Per acre.....oioenien 130 270 300
Price of bread per Ib.... 01} 01} 0 1}
“ meat ... 083f 05 089
@ butter ¢ .... 06 10 18
Agricultural  laborer's
wages per week...... 73 97T 140
Rent of laborers cottages ©8 15 20
Produce of wheat per
acre in bushels....... 23 26} 28

You will see by this that in & hundrel
Years the price of bread was about the
same ; but when we come to meat, but-
ter, and other articles of food, you will
%ee how rapidly they have increased in
Price. During that period the produc-
tion of wheat has not increased to any
great extent in Great Britain, and there
has been a decrease in the number of
sheep in the ten years ending with 1878.
In 1868 there were 35,607,312, and in
1878 only 32,471,504 sheep. The num-
ber of cattle in 1868 was 9,083,416, and
in 1878, 9,723,227. In 1858, twenty
years ago, the value of cattle, sheep and
Pigs imported into the United Kingdom
was £1,390,068 ; in 1877 it had in-
Creased to £6,012,664. Not only
has the consumption of imported meats
Increased, but the prices have also
gone up gradually, and the question
arises among the consumers in England :
“'Where are our supplies to come from ¥’
and among the producers in England :
‘ Can we compete with other countries
With the improved means of transporta-
tion now existing?” Mr. Washburn,
the United States Minister to England
8poke a few days ago on the famines of
the world. 1In the course of his remarks
be says that there are now being built,
in England and Scotlaud, seventy ships
or the transportation o* live stock from
America to England. We may well ask
Ourselves how much of the trade which
those ships are being built to accommo-
date, will Canada secure? We have an
Opportunity to supply a portion of the
emand from our fertile prairvies in the
North-West and from the older and
already cultivated parts of the Dominion.
have no doubt that the skill and in-
(l‘;stry of onr people, the invigorating
Cimate which renders labor easy, and
use Dl‘Odugt.iveness of our soil will enable
. to furnish the people of Europe with
arge portion of what they may require
Hon, Mr. Read.

[Feervary 17, 1880.]

Address. 53
for their sustenance. Last year Great
Britain preduced only one-half of the
wheat that she needed. Mr. Caird,
who is a eareful statistician, gives the
exact figures of the amount imported
and the amount consumed. Of course, we
do not supply much of the £22,050,000
worth of wool imported in‘o the United
Kingdom, but we send them a good deal
of cheese and butter. They received of
the latter articles of produce from this
zentinent in 1861-2, only 10,000,000 1bs ;
last year it had increased to 140,000,000
lbs. As late as 1866, Canada produced
no cheese for export, but bought
$306,000 worth from the United States
for consumption in this country. Last
year we exported 40.000,000 Ibs. of
cheese. In butter we inust improve our
production, and we can find a gosd mar-
ket for it also.* The increasing wanu-
facturing and other industries at home
will create a larger demand for all kinds
of farming products here, and we can dis-
pose of the surplus abread. T am sure,
therefore, that the Dominion will bc re-
garded as a desirable portion of the
British Empire, to be made the home
of the tenant farmers who are about
t> emigrate from the Mother Country.
Any man who possesses health can make
a good living lLere ; it he dves not, it is
his own fault. One paragraph in the
Address refers to the fumine which pre-
vails in Ireland. We must all deplore
the existence of such a condition of affairs
in any portion of the world. In looking
over this book—* The World, Past and
Present”—1 see that there was a dreud-
ful famine in Ireland in 1822, eaused by
the failure of the potato crop. There
wag another in 1831, and Parliament
granted £40,000 for the relief of the desti-
tute population,'and this was supplemented
by large subscriptions in England,
amounting to £74,410. In 1845 another
famine occurred, and the Government
spent £850,000 to relieve the sufferers.
The famine of 1846 and 1847 was but a
continuation of the distress of the previous
year. Every one who hears me reizem-
bers that dreadfnl time. The Governmens
spent £10,000,000 during that famine to
relieve the prevailing destitution ; but
the population decreased enormously. It
has been estimated that 250,000 persons
died in Ireland from the famine, aud a
great many others died after they came
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to this country. The population decreased
in Ireland from 8,500,000 in 1846 to
5,412,000 in 1871. I see that our Gov-
ernment intend to give some assistance to
the destitute population of Ireland. I
would suggest that a portion of it should
be devoted to aiding families to emigrate
to and settla in Canada. It seems to me
that it would be a practical way to help
to velieve the distress in Ireland, and to
ameliorate the conditionof the population
by giving them an opportunity to secure
homes and a means ot earning their liv-
ing. I would assist families, because
they are likely to remain with us when
they come. Families caunot move about
a3 individuals can when they bhave
no family ties. It seems to me that this
famine must have come upon Ireland

_ very rapidly. Two months ago, as I ob-

serve oy the following letter, such press-
ing and deplorable destitution was not
anticipated:—

# We think the proposal to collect funds in
Montreal for tho relief of certain portions of
Ireland is premature. At home, where the
nature and extent of the want must be well
and correctly known, no general movement
has so far taken place to draw help from the
more favored portions of the country, and no
appeal has been made to obtain relief from
abroad by any responsible organization.

“ We are of opinion that the pastors of the
people, who would be the first to sound the
alarm did danger really threaten, must be
convinced that the distress apprehended is not
beyond the ordinary resources of Ireland's
<charity to meet ; and they probably have rea-
son to rely on timely assistance from the ex-
penditure of large sums of the public money
in giving employment in the impoverished
districts. At the same time we think jthe
moment opportune to give a helping hand to
the tenant farmers of Ireland in their struggle
to secure for themselves the legal as well as
the natural right to live, and to enjoy the
fruits of their labor and industry on the hold-
ings that have come down to them from their
ancestors. The voice of Montreal, heard on
this vital question, in words of wisdom, justice
and moderation, would do good,

¢ P. Dowp, Priest.

« J. Hogan, Priest.

« Jg. LoNgrGaN, Priest.
«J. J. SaLmon, Priest.

“ .\Ionltreal, December 11th, 1879.”

It would seem, from this, that the clergy

" were not prepared for such a sudden

calamity. While we have no sympathy
with agitators, and while I hope that
t¢his House will not be opened to them

Hon. Jl_[r. Read.
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when they come here, we have every
sympathy for the suffering people of
Ireland, and hope that the Government
will be liberal with whatever aid thev
feel justified in offering. I feel satisfied
that in the legislation of the Bri-
tish Parliament justice will be meted
out to every portion of the em-
pire. I should like .to refer briefly
to the remarks of my hon. friend from
Halifax (Mr. Power) in which he says
that the portion cf the Intercolonial
Railway acquired from the Grand Trunk
last year is not in such good order as it
should be. It is too soon to expect the
Government to have it in perfect order.
The Minister of Railways only purchased
the rails Jast summer and I doubt if they
are delivered yet. By-the-way, we will,
on some future occasion, compare that
purchase with the price paid for another
lot of rails by the late Government.
When the rails reach this country, no
doubt the Riviére du Loup section of the
Intercolonial will be put in proper order
and the hon. senator frowm Halifax can
travel with speed and comfort:

At six o'clock Mr. Read moved the
adjournment of the debate.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL sug-
gested that it was almost time that the
debate should be brought to a close. He
thought that it should be adjourned on
the understanding that it would be closed
to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE said that
the time of the House bad been taken
up to-day mdinly by speakers on the
Government side. The Opposition
should have an opportunity to be heard.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL said
that there was nothiag to prevent that.
The House could sit after six o’clock, to-
niorrow, if necessary.

Hon. Mr. WARK thought, as the
Senate had heard extensively from
Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia, that
New Brunswick and Prince: Edward
Island would like to say something on a
question of such importance.

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELL did
not object to the adjournment, but sug-
gested that the debate should end to-
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morrow, either in the afternoop or the
6Venmg.

The motion was agreed to.

The House adjourned at 6.05 p.n.

THE SENATE.
Wednesduy, February 18th, 1880.
Piayers and routine proceedings.

THE DEBATE CONTINUED.

The Order of the Day having been
tead for resuming the adjourned debate
on the Hon. Mr. Trudel’s motion,

“ That an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General to offer their
Tespectful thanks to His Excelleney for the
gracious Speech which His Excellency has

‘een pleased to make to both Houses of Par-
lament,”

Hon, Mr. READ said—When the
Ouse rose yesterday, I was justabout
closing my remarks, but there are a few
other points I shall refer to. T was
assuring my hon. friend from Halifax,
(Mr. Power) that I had no dcubt that,

[FEBRUARY
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Ly this time next year, the Government
would have that portion of the Intercol-
onial Railway, from Quebec to Riviére
du Loup, in such a satisfactory state of
repair that he would beable to perform his
journey to Ottawa with comfort. 1 feel
satisfied that that line will yet become
a very popular one with our shippers,
although 1t is a long distance tp carry
produce by rail. But I have no doubt
it will become a favorite route for the
shipping of live stock to Great Britain in
winter. It will be interesting to notice
the great demands Great Britain is mak-
iug upon the world for food supplies. The
increase is mot only in accordance with
the increase of population,but the demand
per capite is also increasing. I find,
trom a statement I hold in my hand, that
the demand for the products of foreign
countries for the sustenance of life, such
as meat, Jour, cattle, ete., has risen from
eighteen shillings and three pence, per
head of the population in 1838,
to two pounds, nineteen shillings and
seven pence, in 1877. Now, that shows
that the people are able to consume
more—at all events they do consume
mere valuable food than they did twenty
years ago.

—— — —— L ]

IxMports I1NTO THE UNITED KINGDOM.

Valueof | Value of |Total value| Value
Value of |[live Cattle,| Dead Meat | of Grain, [per head
"Wheat. |Other Grain.| Grain and | Sheep and | and Provi- | Cattle and |of Popu.-
Flour. Pigs. sions. Provisions. | lation.

—
Year | cwt. Cwt. £ £ £ £ £ s d
1858 | 18,380,782 | 25,358,418 | 20,164,811 | 1,390,068 | 4,343,592 | 25,898,471 | 0 18 3
1859 | 17,337,329 | 22,327,016 | 18,044,203 | 1,634,766 | 4,680,629 | 24,359,598 | 0 17 0
1860 | 25,484,157 | 30,721,487 | 31,676,353 | 2,117,860 | 8,076,304 | 41,871,517 {1 9 1
1861 | 29,955,532 | 34,048,077 | 34,922,095 | 2,211,969 | 9,151,078 | 46,285,142 | 1 11 11
1862 | 41,033,503 | 33,071,858 | 37,774,148 | 1,888,236 | 10,630,734 | 50,203,118 | 1 14 5
1863 | 24,364,171 | 35,467,874 | 25,956,620 | 2,655,072 | 10,841,324 | 39,452,916 | 1 6 10
1864 | 23,196,714 | 23,822,668 | 19,882,181 | 4,275,322 | 12,157,010 | 36,314,513 | 1 4 6
1865 | 20,962,963 | 28,529,148 | 20,725,483 | 6,548,413 | 12,667,838 | 39,941,734 | 1 6 9
1866 | 23,156,329 | 39,794,780 | 30,049,655 | 5,839,058 | 13,483,715 | 49,372,428 | 1 12 10
1867 | 34,645,569 | 31,376,924 | 41,368,349 | 4,148,582 | 12,489,331 | 58,006,062 | 1 18 3
}268 32,639,768 | 34,369,601 | 39,432,624 | 2,698,496 { 13,277,683 | 55,408,803 | 1 16 2
1 69 | 37,695,528 | 42,226,108 | 37,351,089 | 5,299,087 | 15,189,933 | 57,840,109 | 1 17 5
870 | 30,901,229 | 43,202,284 | 84,170,221 | 4,654,905 | 14,773,712 | 53,598,838 | 1 14 4
}g;l 39,389,803 | 44,568,186 | 42,691,464 | 5,663,150 | 16,593,668 | 64,948,282 | 2 1 3
1872 42,127,726 | 60,068,508 | 51,228,816 | 4,394,850 | 18,604,273 | 72,227,934 | 2 6 8
1872 43,863,098 | 50,538,249 | 51,737,811 | 5,418,584 21:},854,967 81,011,362 | 210 5
18vs 41,527,638 | 51,470,198 | 51,070,202 | 5,265,041 | 25,224,958 | 81,560,201 | 2 10 4
1876 51,876,517 | 55,645,125 | 53,086,691 | 7,326,288 | 25,880,806 , 86,293,785 | 2 12 8
1a75 | £6454657 | 72,520,939 | 51,812,438 | 7,260,119 | 29,851,647 | 88,924,204 | 2 13 9
54,869,800 | 70,358,393 | 63,536,322 | 6,012,564 | 30,144,013 | 99,692,889 | 2 19 7

Hon. Sir Alexander Campbeil.



56 The
It will be interesting to see what share
of this food supply we furnish. I notice
that the value of grain, corn, and flour
has increased from £20,000,000 in 1858
to £63,000,000 in 1877. The importation
of live stock increased from £1,390,000
in 1858 to £6,112,000 in 1877. Dead
meats have increased from £4,343,000 in
1858 to £30,144,000 in 1877. Hhe
importation of produce of all kinds has
increased from £25,898,000 in 1858 to
£99,692,000 in 1877. The number of
oxen and bulls imported from the United
States in 1878 was 68,903 ; from Ger-
many, 28,000 ; from Denmark, 29,000 ;
and from Canada, 17,807, although we
have only just commenced that trade. Of
horses, the United States sent 3,632 ;

the  Dominion, 689. Of  sheep
and Jambs, the United Stales sent
45,667, and this country 40,132,

so that we exported mnearly as many
sheep in 1878 to England as did the
United States. In the article of butter,
France sent the greatest quantity, valued
at  £3,179,000 ; Holland contributed
£2,494,000 ; British North America
only' £293,000, and the United States
£998,000. So that it will be seen we sent
only about one-third as much butter to
England as the.United States ; and when
we come to notice the large supplies they
receive from Holland, Fraunce and
Sweden, onr farmers may well consider
whether they cannot compete in so im-
portant a branch of industry in the
English market. 1 think our farmers
are not particular enough to prepare

their produce to meet the taste of the|

English people. There is a very large
quantity of oats consuwed in England.
The imports, 1878, amounted in value to
£4,557,665, of which Russia and Sweden
furnished the greatest portion ; Germany
next, and British North America third.
The United States sent only £48,8(9,000
worth, whilst Canada sent £233,832
worth. Peas, out of £718,947 im-
perted in 1878, Canada sent £400,957.
It seems we should compete with Russia,
Germany and Sweden, in the supply of
oats to England. It is interesting to
knov that Russia no longer controls, or
very seriously effects, the wheat markets ;
literally the United States seems to have
totally eclipsed her. Russia sent to
the English market
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£17,000,000 worth. In fact, in the ar-
ticles of wheat and flour, the United
States supplied in that year considerably
over one-half the quantity imported into
Great Britain. We sent only a small
quantity—£1,408,536 worth. It is evi-
dent that when the resources of our
great North-West are fully developed we
may look forward to a great future, and
to competing with our neighbors across
the line for the supply of this luge
and annually increasing demand in the
British markets. I am pleased to learn
that the Government have stopped the
works on the Georgian Bay Branch
Railway, by which the couutry is going
to make another loss.  We lave
alrcady had one loss by the Georgian
Bay Branch of $109,000 ; and
how much the blundering poiicy of
the late Government would cost in refer-
ence to this project, we are not informel.
No doubt it will be more convenient
to discuss that question when the proper
time comes. However, I cannot permnit
this opportunity to pass without com-
plimenting the Government upon the step-
they have taken in stopping the work on
that branch at the present time. 1 am
pleased to see that the Government ar-
rived at the same conclusion as was
reached by myself when I moved the
resolution { had the honor to submit to-
this House last Session, that it is not ex-
pedient just now to go on with that
project. The hon. the ex-Secretary of
State has hinted that the late Govern.
ment advertised for tenders to build this
missing link of 180 miles between
Thunder Bay and Winnipeg, and that it
was their policy to build it. T have re-
ferved to a speech of his the year before
they left office, 1877, and I shall read it.
There have been so many changes in the
policy of the late Government in respect
to this Pacific Railway, that we scarcely
know what their policy was. At one
time they were going to make it an all-
rail route, then the Georgian Bay Branch
Railway was projected and abandoned,
then a contract was given out for it, and
after that it was again abandoned. The:
hon. gentleman will recollect that in 1877,
wheun the discussion took place on the
Fort Frances Lock, the utility of which
this Government does not seem to have-

in 1878 about | understood, Lecause they have abandoned

£4,280,000 worth ; the United States | it, he made use of these words :—

Hon. Mr. Read.
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* That gection would cost a véry consider-
able amount of money, and the impression
Seemed to be that it would be desirable to
Provide this water way in order to save, at all
€vents for some years, the expense of construct-
ting this 180 miles of Railway. He would
but it to the sense of the House, whether it
Would not be better to utilize these water
Stretches for some years even at an expense
of two or three hundred thousand dollars than
to incur an expenditure of six millions and

€ postponement of communication until the
180 miles of road was constructed. That was
the policy of the Government in 1877.”

I shall not trouble the Hoase any fur-
ther, and T thank hon. gentlemen for the
attention with which they have listened
t0 my remarks.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD—To the
€Xpressions of satisfaction already so elo-
quently uttered in this Chamber at hav-
Ing Her Roypl Highness back in Canada,
and taking a prominent part in the affairs
of the country, I beg to contribute my
humble share of satisfaction. I am SOrry,

Owever, with the same breath to have
to express regret at the accident which
happened to the Vice-Regal party on

aturday night, but there is roow for
Congratulation, inasmuch as what might
ave been attended with the most
Serious consequences is likely to result in

Nlttle injury. Those portions of the
Speech from the Throne having refer-
€nce to the abundant harvest aud revival
OU trade, are most gratifying, although
ths prosperous wave, or ““ boom,” has not
Yet reached the Pacific Province; yet
It is beginning to be felt in other
Parts of the Dominion, and I have
Istened with much pleasure to the testi-
Mony to that effect coming from the

rovince of Nova Scotia. Whether
~Yovernment had anything to do with the
harvest or not, probably a connection
‘an be truced. It seems to me that the
Prospects of a better home market would
ead farmers to exercise more care in
Putting in their crops and in securing
Yhem ; and, as many of us are Lelievers
! Frovidence, why should we not believe
that Providenco smiles on the country
When a Conservative Government is in
Office? A writer of political history has
Proved to his own satisfaction and, I
Suppose, to that of the Conservatives in

ngland, that Providence has always
€en on the side of Conservative Govern-
Ments. It would be difficult to make the

Hoa. My, Read.
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Liberals believe this to be the case, [
suppose, but for all that there may be
trath in it. Since the gentlemen from
Nova Scotia spoke, I have noticed "the
most marvellous account of an abundant
harvest and prolific soil—for which the-
Governtnent, perhaps, may claim some
credit, as a resultof the National Policy.
It is that a family in the county of Pic-
tou has been Llessed with five children
at one birth. I should think this would
cause a decline in the olive-branch line.
The announcemsnt that contracts have
been awarded for 127 miles of railway
in British Columbia is satisfactory, and I
have to congratulate the Government on
its commencement to keep faith with that
Province. I cannot now congratulate the
Government on the route adopted ; at the
same time I would not take upon myself
to say, if another year’s delay were caused,
stay the present contracts, and next
year take another line. But I did hope
that Government would have deemed it
wise to have selected the line through the
fertile Peace River country and the
mineral lands of Vancouver Is'and. T am
however, willing to hope that what has
been done will turn out to be a wise and
good selection. In discussing the rail-
way contracts awarded in British Co-
lumbia, the hon. gentleman from
Ottawa, (Mr. tcott,) has made use of
extraordinary language. Coming as it
does from a member of a former A dminis-
tion who, if they meant nothing—as the
wordsof the hon.gentleman would indicate
—meant deception. The Government to
which the hon. gentleman belonged
selected and adopted the piece of roed
now happily under contract in British
Columbia. Was that done to deceive,
or what was it done for? The Govern-
ment to which the hon. gentleman
belonged called for tenders for the con-
struction of that piece of road. Was
that done to deceive, or what was it done
for ? The Government to which the hon.
gentleman belonged moved a lot of steel
rals a distance of 140 miles at a cost of
$30,000 to the very spot indieated for
the commencement of this piece of road.
‘What was that done for? Did it mean
notiing?  Was it to deceive? I
blame no Government or person who

would boldly siate that the bar-
gain  with  DBritish  Columbia was
incapable of fulfilment, and would
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recommend placing the Province back
where it was in 1871, but I do blame
any person or Governmert who would
practice deception on a young and weak
Province ; who would go on wasting time
and money in deception. I think it is
well that the Government which received
British Columbia into the Federal system
is placed in a position to treat it with
some justice. I have listened with
pleasure to the remarks of the hon. gen-
tleman from Belleville about the visit of
the Agricultural Commissioners from
England to this country last year.
It is gratifying to know {ihat they
formed favorable opinions of the resources
and capabilities of Canada and the North-
‘West, which may lead to a desirable
class of people coming to and settling in
this country.

Hon. My. HAYTHORNE T think
the hon. Senator from Belleville (Mr.
Read) is entitled to the thanks of this
House for the very useful statistics
which he has placed bLefore us in the
speech that he has just finished. They
cannot fail to prove useful both to the
growers of grain and other produce in
the Dominion, and to the merchants who
are engaged in the exporting of those
products. I, for my part, tender him
my thanks for the trouble that he has
taken in collecting those statistics. In
his long speech, there were very few ex-
pressions which T feel at all inclined to
criticise. Yesterday, when speaking in
support of the view which he took of the
success of the National Policy, he said
-that the Canadian harvest time was
about the month of QGctober. I was un-
der the impression that at Belleville, at
‘least, all the harvest is safely housed in
the barn, or sold to go across the line by
the first of September, at all events. It
.is a fact, certainly, that in the Maritime
Provinces, and especially the one from
which I come, our grain fields are rarely
cleared before October, and we suffer
sometimes from that cause, but it isa
surprise to me to learn that in one of the
best parts of Ontario the harvest should
be so late as the hon. gentleman inti-
.mated. In Prince EdwardIsland we have
undoubtedly been blessed with a more
than usually abundant harvest. In a
general way our Provinee is not remark-
.ably well adapted for the growth of

Hon. Mr. Macdonald.
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wheat, but farmers, of late years, have
taken to growing that cereal to a
greater extent than formerly. During
the past season the crop sowed
was very large and the yield was exceed-
ingly satisfactory. In fact, it is stated
with confidence by experienced parties
there that we have grown enough wheat
to support our population. Our other
crops, oats and potatoes, are quite an
average, I think. I cannot, however, see
that the prosperity which seems to.have
followed the abundant harvest in the
Western Provinces has visited Prince
Edward Island, and for this reason:
although we have had an abundant crop
of wheat, we do not export that article,
and the prices vealized from the sale of
the coarser grains and potatoes, which
form the staple of our exports, have been
remarkably  low. Consequently, our
farmers have not at their disposal aslarge
sums to expend in the merchants’ stores
as they would have received had ordi:
nary prices prevailed. I may also state
that some, not inconsiderable, want of em-
ployment exists in the Island. There are
a great many unemployed laborers about
Charlottetown who are in part supported
by charitable subscriptions, and that is a
state of things that could not well be
called presperous. In prosperous times
those men would probably be employed
in wharf building and cutting timber,
and other materials connected with that
industry. There does not seem to be so
much general work going on, consequent-
ly workmen are out of employment. I
must bear my testimony to the character
of the speeches that we heard from the
mover and seconder of the Address before
us now. I was pleased in general with
the tone of those speeches, but, being
opposed to the views entertained by
those gentlemen, and expressed in their
speeches, it is not unnatural that I should
ses those questions in a different light
from them. But, in any criticism that
1 may offer, I hope T shall not transgress
the bounds of courtesy,at all events. The
hon. gentleman who moved the Address
intimated that he would take the House
into his inmost confidence. Well, we
ought all to do that. We ought to all speak
out our minds freely and with frankness,
and, T have no doubt, the hon. gentleman
did so. We are told that there are grave
reasons to fear the predominance of
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Ontarian influence in the Cabinet, and
that such influence will prove injurious
to other parts of the Dominion, especially
% his own Province. He says that no
Picture ig without a shadow and no sky
Without a cloud; but his apprehensions
86em to have been easily quieted because,
after 4 few sentences on the subject, Le
0mes to the conclusion that, after all, it
Was “only a cloud.” Then at a later period
in the debate we had a similar sort of
Statement from the hon. gentleman who
8poke from this side of the House (Mr.
lerose), who read a most interesting
€ssay, in which he gave his mature opin-
lons upon this same question of Ontarian
Influence, He, however, was mot so easily
8atisfied. He pushed the question to its
extreme limit. I must say that I entirely
disagree with the view that both the hon.
&ntiemen took on that subject. It seems
10 me that it is a reproach to our states-
Tuen, if it be a fact, that every Province
should be represented with exact refer-
ence to its population, in the Cabinet of
he Dominion ; that no justice will be
one to a Provinee unless it be fully
Tepresented on that Board. That, 1
think, is a dreadful picture and a dread-
“_1 doctrine to propound, and one which
‘Elgmatises our statesmen very unfairly.
ven I, who am opposed to the present
JOvernment, do not think so badly of
8m as to imagine that they would do
80 injustice to my Province, small
A8 it i, Although we have at
this moment a representative in the
abinet [ do not consider that the Cabi-
Tet ought to be a representative body,
BOr that every Provinee should be repre-
Sented according to its population, and it
S¢ems to me that the view of this ques-
tm’l_take by hon. gentlemen is altogether
3 migtaken and mischievous one. I hold
A8t any Minister who from his
equate sense of justice to the
Several Provinces fails to protect
Squally the rights of all is unfit to
Old a seat in the Cabinet. I hold far-
ther that such a man is unfit to become a
Useful member of Parliament. Holding
“%¢ views, I differ eutirely from the
0. gentleman who moved the Address
;:3 the other hon. gentleman who
thi ored us with similar views on
th 3 side of the House. I wish
2 the sentiments I have expressed to-
Y Wwere more generally held in this
Hon. Mr, Haythorne.
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country, because if it were so I think
the whole of our public men and our
members of Parliament woald be greatly
benefited thereby. Then the hon. gen-
tleman who moved the Address thought
it necessary to offer an apology lest
the leader of the Government should be
supposed to have been encroaching on
the rights of Divine Providence. I think
that apology is entirely unnecessary and
uncalled for,and it seems to me in making
it the hon. gentleman forgot the French
proverb which is to the effect that he who
excuses himself accuses himself, qui s'ex-
cuse g'accuse. The hon. gentleman seems
to have forgotten that altogether. No-
body charged the Premier in this House,
and nobody could have done so because
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Trudel) was the
mover of the Address, and I think he
might very well have omitted that from
Liis speech altogether, without any injury
to the effect of his address.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—I alluded to
facts which are well known to every-
body in our Province. This was stated
repeatedly in the newspapers, and recent-
ly, so that I alluded to a fact in existence.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—T believe
it is not wusual, in this House, to
answer charges of that sort that may
appear in newspapers,or are made outside
the walls of this Chamber. However, I
am quite willing to aceept the hon. gent-
leman’s explanation, and, as I said
before, I hope he will not consider me
discourteous in referring to the mat-
ter. But, as the hon. gentleman pre
ceeded with his speech, he made
use of an expression which, I must say,
rather hurt my feelings at the time, be-
ing, a8 I have ever been since I have
held a seat in this House, a supporter of
the late Administration, and I think the
reflections which the hon. gentleman cast
upon those with whom 1 co-operate are
rather severe, and perhaps uncalled for.
The hon. gentleman’ likened the conduct
of Mr. Mackenzie's Government to that
of the unfaithful servant who hid his tal-
ent in a napkin and buried it in the
earth. Now, certainly, the hon. Senator
must have mistaken the relative . po-
sitions and the relative policy of the
rival politicians in this Dominion. It
seems to me that if he had observed the
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difference between the policy which

Mr. Mackenzie and his friends ad-
vocate aud the policy which the
present  Government  pursues, it

would have sufficiently explained the
conduct of the late Administration in
not taking such measures as are now
called the ¢ National Policy.” DMr. Mac-
kenzie's policy, if I understand it aright,
was based on the non-interference prin-
ciple. Tne National Policy, as [ under-
stand it is based on what is known as
the principle of paternal government.
The former is the outcome of modern
studies in the art of political economy ;
the other is the oulcome of the old des-
potisms of Europe. , Let us compare these
two systems a little. The system by
which Mr. Mackenzie sought to govern
the country was to draw out to the full
the energies and capacities of the
people, and not to interfere in any
way wlth the investment of capital
and the application of labor. He
thouzht, and I believed rightly—T hope
I do not misvepresent the opinions of
political friends and I thiok I do not—
that the people should have every op-
portunity of judging and thinking for
themselves how to invest capital in specn
lations which their experience and
knowledge taught them would be success-
ful and remunerative, in a way that
the labor which they would employ
would be self-sustaining and not liable to
the vicissitudes which we have seen in
the United States often attend such
investments. On the other hand, the
paternal government says :  Go and
invest your money in cotton mills, build
factories, purchase machinery and ma-
terial, spin and weave, We will see that
vou shall not be open to the competition of
foreigners against you. You shall, at all
events, have the home market for your-
selves, and if we cannot give you abso-
lute control of the home market, we will
give you such an advance upon the price
at which foreign goods can be sold us
that you shall have renumerative returns
for your industries,” forgetting all the
time that such a course saddles the rest
of the community with an increase of
prices upon the producss of the protected
industries. I supposs it is hecause the
custom house intervenes between the
eonsumer and producer that it is
not perceived that a protected industry
Hon. Mr. Haytlorne.
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must b2 supported  from  the
resources of the general public. But, if

it were so, that evevy protected citizen
had to go once a week to some other
citizen, whose industry was unprotected —
say to some industrous blacksmith, for
instance, or to a farmer who rose at day-
light and worked until dark, and earned
aliving for himself and family, and some-
thing more—I say, if the protected citizen
went to onc of these persons and said,
“Give me of your supplies, you have
more than you want, my industry is less
productive than yours,” that wouid be
at once set down as abominable tyranny,
and an anomaly, in_our time, quite im-
possible. Dut, when the same process is
carried out through the agency of the cus-
tom house, nobody seems to see the
absurdity  and  injnstice  of  it.
In looking into the subject, T was led to
turn to ‘‘ Mills' Pelitical Economy,”
where I found a remarkable description
of what paternal government was under
the old kings of France, more than 150
years ago—pretty nearly tweo centuries
azo. Mr. Mills quotes a French writer,.
Mr. Dunoyer, to this effect :—

“The;State exercised over manpfacturers the
most unlimited arbitrary jurisdiction. It dis-
posed without scruple of the resources of
manufacturers, It decided who should be
allowed to work, what things they should be
permitted to make, what materials should
be employed, what processes followed, what
forms given to construction.

« A decree of March 30, 1700, limits to 18
towns the number of places where stockings.
might be woven. Another decree enjoins the
Rouen manufacturers of Rouen to euspend
their works from the 1st of July to the 15th
of September, to facilitate the harvest.

“ Louis the XIV, when constructing the
Colonade of the Louvre, forbade all private
persons to employ workmen without his per-
mission, under a penalty of 10,000 livres; and
forbade workmen to work for private persons
on pain of imprisonment, and for sccond
offence, so0 called, the galleys. Such was
¢ paternal government’ in France.”

Such was paternal government in France.
If it were not that I am unwilling to de-
tain the House unnecessarily, I could
give more striking illustrations than
those in the passage I have read. I do not-
assert that the advocates of the National
Policy wish to imitate the paternal Gov-
ernment of old France; but when you
ounce begin protecting native industries,
I say you never know where yon can
stop. The experience of the United
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States shows ms to what extent the
Manufacturing industries can be protect-
ed, and we know pretty well what the
results of such a policy have been in that
Country, It usad to result in the pro-
duction of Jarge stocks which could not
Ve sold in that country, and which were
rought to the Dominion and sold here
atasacrifice. We call it slaughtering. But
When the surplus stocks and proceeds of
ankrupt sales were taken from the

nited States and sold in Canada for less
than it cost to produce them it was
Called by quite a different name, it was

en ¢ guccessful competition.” I am
Well awme that those protected in-
Ustries are very much liked by Govern-
Wents and it is not unnatural that it
Should be so, becauss they give Govern-
nents much of influence ; Governments
are fond of them and the protected
Industries are fond of Governments. They
Bow very well they are dependent upon
ach other. A Government which pro-
“ects guch industries in the Dominion
13 likely to be followed to the polls by

0se interests, therefore it is no wonder
that they try to increase the number

°f them; but, on the other hand,
th? greater their number, the greater
evil "to the consumers. I am by

N0 1neans opposad to the establish-
luent of manufacturing industries in the
Sountry. T merely say that they should
let “alone. They should not be pro-
ted in the way the National Policy is
Supposed to protect every manufacturing
Industry hLere, instead of allowing them
Y stand or fall on their merits. We
™May ve pretty sure of this, that no in-
'dust,ry will be undertaken without a
§’1'°Spect of success, and those who em-
"ark in such enterprises will exercise
Wuch discretion before doing so that the
‘Chances of failure will be still less.
v°‘11‘ protected industries remind me
°ry much of what I have seen on our
arliament grounds here. Every hon.
gentleman may see a building of glass
eated Ly steam in which the plants of
ine tropics are growing and flourishing ;
Iy Which _plants that cannot endure the
8ive air of Canada display great
Perfection, Those plants are, some of
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winter to ‘move them back to the green-
house. Just so with the protected in-
dustries. They will live so long as they
ave protected by the warmth of the Tilley
tariff.

Hon. Mr. ATRINS—Thley will have
a long life.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—Thereis a
clause in the Address I certainly do feel
deeply interested in, in whick I feel a per-
sonal and national interest. In the case
of the suffering Irish, it is not necessary
that we should enquire into the cause of
the distress, nor are we called upon to
seek for it a remedy. It 1s enough for
us to know that a large portion
of our Trish fellow-subjects are
suffering from want of food, and
as we have here in Canada an abun-
dance of food, and as our credit is good,
it is clearly our duty to come to the res-
cue of these sufferers. I do not know
what course the Government intend to
pursue in this matter, but I will remind
them of the ancient proverb, that he gives
twice who gives quickly. It is, perhaps,
quite unnecessary for me to say anything
of that question ; but at all events there
can be no harm in mentioning it, and I
have no doubt that the members of the
Government will take it in good part.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
Notice of a resolution has been given
already in another place.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE — Thén
there is the paragraph in the Address
relating to the “tenant farmers” and
preparations for settlers. I think the peo-
ple of Manitoba will congratulate them-
selves on the acquisition of settlers from
the older Provinces ; but Tam not quite
80 sure that the older Provinces have
reason to congratulate themselves on the
Joss of those settlers. It seems to me
not to be an evidence of prosperity when
you'find settlers leaving their old farms
to settle in the West, although I have no
doubt that they who make the change
will be exceedingly successful and will
not ultimately regret it. There is a pas-

them at least, brought out into the lawns i sage in the paragraph relating to certain

a .
2d flower horders connected with our

fal‘;nnds every summer, but you have to

Hon. Mr. I1:ythorne.

tenant farmers. It seems to me to be
spmewhat obscure. I think the Govern-

e the precaution on the approich of ment might introduce some slight change
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in tha :lause which would elucidate its
meaning alittle.  'Wein this House know

wko those tenant farmers are, and
what their object was; but it
does not follow that all readers of

the Speech and the Address will be
equally familiar with the ecircumstances ;
and, as I take it that the Speeches
from the Throue, and the answers
to them, are to become historical docu-
ments, I think it is essential that they
should be particularly clear in phrasec-
logy. Some person,not acquainted with
Canada, some historian, perhaps, years
hence, when this building, now' fresh
from the masons’ hands, may have become
grey with age, may be hunting through
our records for facts relating to the early
years of the Dominion, and if he finds
this term, tenant farmers, used here, he
will say: “Isit possible that there were
tenant farmers in Canada in 1880,” at a
time when he supposes that it was
peopled with freeholders. = Mistakes
might arise among ourselves in connec-
tion with this Speech, and we might be
puzzled to account for the term used in
this paragraph. However, that is a matter
of comparative unimportance.
paration for the settlers is another matter
which is of some importance. It seems
to me that passage has hardly attracted
so much notiee in this Chamber as might
be expected. I believe that the Govern-
ment surveys in Manitoba and the
North-West are in a state of forward-
ness, judging from the maps furnished
to members of this House, and I imagine
that very little mors is required to be
done in that direction. But a great deal
is required to make adequate prepara-
tions for settlers coming from the
old countries and accustomed to all the
conveniences of civilization. I think
those who have read in the London
T'imes, as most of us have, the vivid de-
scription of Minnesota, of the high pitch
of civilization which the towns and
that State have reached, must recognise
in it an indication of the rapid march of
civilization, which may be anticipated
in our North-West. I have read de-
scriptions by the correspondent of the
T'imes of  educational and private estab-
lishmen’s in that new State on a re-
markably liberal scale, and it has seemed
to me that the Government should take.

early steps to provide educational estab-'

Ilon. Mr. Haythorne.
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lishments for our North-West, which:
would prevent the separation of children
from their pavents, and hold out induce-

ments to settlers to go and cast their
lot in our new territories. [t is
a matter, in my jndgment, of the

greatest importance that the earliest
possible steps should be taken to estab-
lish first-class educational facilities in the
North-West, becanse our youth in that
part of Canada will haveto compete with
the active minds who are training up in
the State south of the boundary line, and
who are educated in establishments of"
the very highest character. 1f we want
our people to hold their own in the
future with the American youth of the
same age, we must, without delay, give
them the same opportunities for first-
class education at home. In Manitoba,
I believe, the education of the youth lies
with the Xlocal Government, but I
believe it is not soin the North-West,and
that the education of the people there
rests with the Dominion Government.

Hon. Sir ALEX. €CAMPBELL--
There is no provision to the contrary.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—A¢ all
events no time should be lost to draw
public attention to it. The so-called
missing link was referved to, and I wish
to offer a few remarks upon it, because:
I bave served upon several Committees
of this House in which the subject of
railway from Lake Superior to the
North-West was very closely investigated.
I must say T think it is unjust to cast
reflections upon the late Government for
not accomplishing all that could be
hoped or expected from them. Those
who are disposed to criticise their
conduct unfairly should remember
the state of aftairs when they
took office — should remember how
very little was known of this re-
gion which has since been penetrated by
so many surveyors and explorers. At
that time our knowledge of that country
was confined to the Dawson route. Mr.
Dawson is a gentleman for whose attain-
ments [ have the very highest respect
and who, I believe, is perfectly sincere in
his belief that the best line liesin a
different direction from that which the-
Government finally selected. At the
time Mr. Mackenzie took office the
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Materials at their disposal were very
Mmuch in support of Mr. Dawson’s ideas.
hat gentleman’s opinion—-I hope I do
Not misrepresent him—was that the best
l\me to penetrate from Lake Superior to
Manitoba was by Sturgeon Falls, and
rom thence through the Narrows of
Lake of the Woods to Rat Portage.
Th{it, I believe, was the impression
Which  prevailed when Mr. Mac-
ki{nzie took office, unless I am greatly
Mistaken. Their first contract was let in
the direction of Sturgeon Falls, and it
Was not until by subsequent investigation

© route by the Narrows was found to
€ lmpracticable that it was abandoned,
& portion of the contract rescinded,
and the line deflected in a mortherly dir-
ction. [ cannot Lold the late Govern-
Ment responsible for those changes. They
elieved, and I suppose if Sir John A.
Macdonald’s Government had remained
n power they would have been under the

€ same impression, guided by the

8dvice g4t their disposal that that
Was the proper route. It was known
o be a very difficult country for

tailway construction, and the circum-
Stances of the ccuntry were not at that
e encouraging. Mr. Mackenzie and
8 colleague the hon. Minister of
. mance were both, I believe, under the
Impression that the depression which was

e0  at its deepest, would continue
Perhaps for five years. I believe that
Sir Richard Cartwright had expressed
:]’1‘ Opinion to that effect and it appears

8% he was not far wrong in forming
Ohﬂt estimate. At the time that these
Perations were in progress the depres-
8100 wyg at its deepest, and no one could
Undertake to say how long it might en-
b‘“‘e"and how much deeper it might go ;
Ut times have somewhat improved since,
and accordingly we find that taking
ddvantage of the improvement, Mr.

ackenzie’s Government advertised for
ea?]ders for that part of the line now
. 'ed the missing link. They only ex-
T¢1sed ordinary prudence in not going
& Jond their depth. It was desirable

8t the road should be built, but one
th;ng Was more essential—the safety of
in tate of which they were the guar-
Fra? I have but little to say of the
pr er River route, except this, that the
®ent Government having selected that

Toute on the same line which Mr. Mac-
Hon. M. Haythorne.
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kenzie had chosen gives me confidence,
ab all events, that in this particular the
best route has been selected. If we find
two (overnments coinciding on an im-
portant question of this sort, we may
safely! conclude that after all those years
of delay—and I do not think they were
unprofitably spent if they have resulted,
as I believe they have, in obtaining for
us the best and most eligible route—the
time and monzy have not, in my
judgment, been wasted. One para-
graph relates to the Intercolonial
Railway, and I feel bound to express my
regret that the subject was mentioned in
this Speech at all. A strange comment-
ary on this paragraph in the Address,
has been supplied upon by the working
of that line during the past fortnight. I
believe that if every hon. gentleman in
this House, who cciues from the Muri-
time Provinces were to give us the

benefit of his experience of his.
journey up to Ottawa he would
say that it had been attended

with some disaster or delay. That is a
strange commentary on the statement
that the Intercolonial Railway has been
managed with greater economy without
impairing its efficiency. T believe in
economy where it can be effected judi-
ciously, but there is one general principle
which should guide the managers of all
railways, and especially Government
lines, and that principle is, first and fore-
most, the safety of passengers and of the
traffic committed to their charge. 1
would only just suggest to the Govern-
ment to consider the matter in this light.
Should a few accidents such as those
which have unfortunately happened dur-
ing the past fortnight or three weeks
prove fatal and cause large destruction
of life and property, the result must be
that public confidence in the railway
‘would be shaken. What greater damage
could be done than to drive the freight
and passenger traffic from the Intercol-
onial to some other line? It was our
boast, a year ago, that the Intercol-
onial Railway was one of the safest and
best in North America. I do not wish
to make a party question of this,
but I do hope that the Govern-
ment will not persevere in trying
to save a few thousand dollars
by running car-wheels after they should
be condemned, and incurring risks of
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costly and, perhaps, fatal, accidents upon
the line.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I
feel obliged to deny that assertion. There
may have been some accidents, and in
another place a return of such accidents
has been asked for. When that return
comes down I believe it will show that
they have not occurred from any false
economy or from using car-wheels after
they should have bLeen condemned as
unsale.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE —The
natural inference when a car-wheel breaks
is that it should have been taken off.

Hon.-Mr. AIKINS—You would take
them all off ?

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—Then we
should have to travel by balloon. The
Indian policy is also referred to. Canada
has been, not improperly, proud of her
Indian policy in the past. T see, with
great pleasure, that the Government
have taken hold of this question in a
serious spirit, with the determination
that the Indian policy of the country
shall not suffer at their hands. 1 would
just point out the fact that Indian affairs
are now at an iinportant crisis in the
North-West. The food of the tribes,
it appears, has bheen cut off. The buf-
falo no longer exists in sufficient quan-
tities to feed them, and they are in a
starving condition. To leave them to
their own resources, and thus compel them,
perhaps, to deeds of violence to keep
themselves and their families from starv-
ing would be a most fatal error. Up to
the present time our Indians have been,
o the whole, well conducted and
peaceable, but if they are obliged to save
their lives by committing acts of violence
they will become as difficult and as costly
to manage as the Indians of the United
States. There is no reasoning with
starving men, and particularly with
starving Indians, and, therefore, I think
it would be best for the Government te
provide those people with such supplies
as their temporary wants require, and at
the same time induce them to resort to
agriculture to maintain themselves and to
abandon their old nomadic habits. T
wish to say,in concluding my remarks,

Ion, Mr. Haythorne.
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that 1, for one, am not at all disposed to
despaic of the future of this Dowinion.
I hLave the firmest confidence in its
futuve, provided always that as I am sure
it will be, it is governed on principles of
equity and justice. As to whether it is
well governed or not there ave differences
of opinion. I believe that the protective
policy of the Government is not the
wisest or best, out, for all that, if the
country were governed or principles
even more unsound than those which
form 1h3 basis of the Navional Policy, 1
should still feel confidence in its futurc.
The fertile lands of our conntry, our vast
forests, our shipping, our various indus-
tries and the indomitable energy of our
people are such that we need not despair
of success. One or two things we have
to avoid ; one is the principle of Com-
munism, and the other is that idea that
greater liberty and betver institutions
prevail over the border than here ; that
everything in Canada is in a state of
permanent stagnation, for which the
only remedy is annexation to the United
States. I do net believe in any such
doctrine, I believe that we enjoy one of
the best and freest Governments that
exist under the sun ; and I believe that
in ten years' time, if we only proceed
with our undertakings in the North-West
and fill up that great region with pros-
perous settlers, and supply the nations of
Europe with wheat and cattle, our pros-
perity is certain.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE_T had
not the smallest intention of mingling in
this debate, and I should not do so now
were it not for the extraorvdinary state-
ments made by some hon. gentlemen
from the Lower Provinces, referring
to the Intercolonial Railway manage-
ment. I havehad as good an opportunity
of knowing how that railway is managed
as any member of this Legislature, and I
do not believe that it is mismanaged.
Now, it is true that within the last few:
weeks some small accidents and delays
have occurred on that road, but it is also
true that these accidents and the destruc-
tion of property are nothing to be com-
pered in extent or number to those which
took place under the able management of
Mr. Brydges. The Intercolonial was no
doubt put in a very eflicient state by that
gentleman, by a very lavish expenditure
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of money, and it was the general opinion
of the country that the expense could
10t be continued ; thatif we had to work
the road at a loss of two or three hundred
thousand dollars a year, it would be
very difficult to maintain it at all
%8 a public work., Now, while
I believe that the expenses on that
Wwork have heen largely reduced, I donot
Pretend to say that in seme inmstances,
Perhaps, the Minister of Railways, in his
e8ire for economy, may not have cut
OWn expenses, and probably dismissed
Some employés where perhaps they might
have been useful, but that its efficiency
4% not been at all destroyed is plain
rom the work it is doing. 1 do not want
% trouble the House with statistics, but
1 is well kmown that the work on that
*oad has very largely increased, that the
4mount of traffic and travel over it
Uring the last few months fur exceeds
that of any other period. Within the
!ast three or four months, when, accord-
INg to some gentlemen, the road was im-
Passable, the increase of freight and
Passenger traffic has been such as to
nish  everybody. I think it is
Most unwise and unjust to endeavor
destroy public confidence in such a
York ; we ought all to feel that it is
Tecessary to encourage travel by that line.
am sure that the Minister of Railways,
¥ho expressed in another place his delight
When a member moved for a return of
© accidents upon the line, will be able
-0 shew not only that the earnings have
:'ncreased but also that the efficiency of
h? road has not heen in any degree im-
I’”‘"efl- Accidents occar upon all lines
°°°&810nally. I noticed in a late paper
2y an account of an accident, attend-
©d by large loss of life, on one of the best
a”'naged railways on the continent. On
® Intercolonial there has been no such
TA8ualty, attended with any large loss of
ome persons have been injured,
ut Probably througl their own careless-
7€ss.  There is, probably, no line of
equa] length on the continent, which has
R 80 long running, on which fewer
:ccldents have occurred, and none where
m: {loss of life and property has bcen so
o 4l I am satisfied that the manage-
€0t of the road under the Minister of
Ways will compare favorably with its
2gement by Mr.Brydges,when the ex-
Penditure was from two to three hundred
Hon. M. Macfarlane.
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thousand dollars greater than it was last
year. I had not intended to address the
House, and I have only dome 80 now in
Jjustice to a work in which we ought all

to feel a deep interest.

Hon. Mr. LEWIN—I wish to say a
few words on the paragraph expressing
thankfulness for the returning prosperity
of the country. Coming from New
Brunswick, as I do, and having a general
knowledge of the mercantile affairs of
that Province, and more especially of the
city of St. John, I regret to say that I
fail to see any evidence of returning
prosperity. The number and amount of
failures which took place in New Bruns-
wick last year exceeded the insolvencies of
any previous year. Some of the oldest
houses which had been in business be-
tween sixty and seventy years, failed, in
additien to a number of smaller houses.
If you look at the manufacturing in-
dustries you will find that a very large
number of workmen and operatives have
been discharged from the foundries and
factories, and these persons have had to
leave the Province to seek employment
abroad. The large Coldbrook rolling
milis and nail factory have been shut up
and many mechauics who formerly lived
in that neighborhood and worked in those
establishments have gone to the United
States for employment. These are not
evidences of returning prosperity. Take
the emigration returns ; it is very
difficult to find the number of persons
who left the place, but the International
line of steamers alone carried away be-
tween five and six thousand of our
people. How many left by the railways
and by schooners and small vessels, it is
impossible to say. On the whole, I
think we lost fully ten thousand persons
by emigration to the United States
during last year. Since 1844, I do not
know any period that has been sé disas-
trous as the past twelve months. The
distress has not been confined to the
manufacturing and mercantile clasges,
but affects all alike. Men who had re-
tired from business to live upon their
incomes from property and stocks have
suffered severely by the depreciation in
the value of their investments. I have
not heard, during the past year, any man
speak of prosperity or anything of the
kind. Ido not mean to say that the

5
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Nations] Policy has caused all this, but
I certainly say that it has aggravated
the distress and is creating a feeling of
irritation in the minds of a large por-
tion of the population that suffers
from its effects. Next to the lumber
trade the shipping interest is probably
the largest in our Province. Under the
new tariff large additional duties have
been imposed upon imported articles used
in shipbuilding. One of our largest and
most intelligent shipbuilders estimates
the increase at a little in excess of $1.30
per ton ; that is to say a tax of $1,300
is imposed upon the materials which
enter into the construction of a ship of
1,000 tous burden. There is a drawback
it i3 true, but for a long time it was
found difficult to ascertain what it was.
At last it was fixed at 50 cents per ton,
or $500 on a ship for which $1,300 ad-
ditional duties had been paid. Those to
whom the drawback was offered declined
to take it and the matter has not been
settled yet, so far as I can learn. I
regret that there is no symptom of the
returning prosperity mentioned in the
Address. The hon. gentleman who
moved the reply to the Speech gave the
Government credit for having done
something ; they have done somebhing,
but it is a question whether it has not
been of a mischievous character. Un-
doubtedly it has teen injurious to the
people of New Brunswick ; it has in-
creased their burdens without giving
them anything in return. A short
time before coming to Ottawa I
was talking to a manufacturer of rails,
who told me that he was suffering from
the duty on iron and coal. Asto giving
him any protection, he said that he had
had a monopoly of the business in the
country before. No foreign industry
could compete with his under the old
tariff. The same thing applies to the
foundries, and, so far as New Brunswick
is concerned, the depression in the Pro-
vince has been increased by the tariff.
There are other matters in the Address
to which I should like to refer, but they
have already besn dealt with by the
hon. Senator from Prince REdward
Island (Mr. Haythorne) in his admirable
speech. New Brunswick is in a deplor-
able state of depression, and without the
slightest prospect of relief. Our lumber
trade alone hus shewn any improvement,

Hon. Mr. Lewin.
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but that is due to a slight advancein the
price of deals, and only those who held
them were able to take advantage of it.
The Province is suffering, and the feel-
ing is one of great dissatisfaction with
the working of the National Policy.

Hon. Mr. ARMAND (in French)—
Before entering into the subject under
discussion, I desire to express my grati-
tude to Divine Providence for preserving
His Excellency the Governor-General
and Her Royal Highness the Princess
Louise from death in the accideat of
Saturday last. A Conservative in prin-
ciple, it is easy for me to assure this hon.
House that I am happy to be able to
concur, without qualification, in all that
is contained in the Address in reply to
the Speech from the Throne. The Gov-
ernment certainly deserve to be con-
gratulated on the choice that they have
made of the hon. Senator for Saugeen
(Mr. Macpherson) to preside over our
deliberations in this Chamber. That
hon. gentleman understands and speaks
very well the two official languages of
the country, and I am happy to express
to the Government my recognition of
the wisdom they have displayed in
making such a selection. Unhappily, the
sickness with which he has been smitten
may, for a long time, deprive the House
of his services, and I regret that the
hopes which had been raised among those
of us who speak the French language
by his appointment, should have been
so soon dissipated. T also congratulate
the Government on the efforts that they
have made to eonvince England of the
advantage which it would be to Canada
if she should participate in the benefits of
her commercial treaties with other nations
of the world. We would then have no
longer any cause to envy our neigh-
bors on the other side of the forty-fifth
parallel. Having congratulated the Gov-
ernment as far as I possibly could on all
matters in which they are entitled to
credit, I regret that my duty towards my
Provinee forces me to reproash them with
having violated the usage, custom and, I
may udd, the constitutional practice of
giving to each House a Minister speaking
the Fremeh language. To.tell the whole
truth, I must admit that the Government
i8 possibly not as culpable in this matter
as a certain number of young men of our
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Provinee who are blinded by ambition to
the point of forgetting what they owe to
eil‘ nationality in their desire to secure
elr own advancement. Why do the
Tepresentatives of Quebec in the Cabinet
Dot imitate the conduvct of their illus-
trious predecessors, the Lafontaines, the
apineaus, the Tachés, and the Cartiers ?
hen the new constitution cf the
United Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada was adopted, Mr. Lafontaine
Wade an unconditional amnesty to all his
‘Ompatriots in exile a sine gqua non con-
ltion of his accepting a position in the
Overnment. Mr. D. B. Papineau only
Consented to enter the Administration on
Condition that the Governor should
Testore the use of the French language,
%hich he had proscribed. But why need
80 so far into the past to cite examples
And to find models for our young Minis-
™8 of the day to imitate? What did
e Tachés and the Cartiers reply to us,
When we, their devoted supporters, spoke
them of our fears and apprehensions at
he thought of projected constitutional
?‘ anges 7 ¢« Calm your fears,” said they,
.dave confidence in the loyalty and
lu’el‘ality of our fellow-citizens of Eug-
lish, Scotch and Irish origin. Do you
think that we would remain one moment
L & Government which would endan-
8T our rights and privileges?’ Last
Jear jn this House we received
A8urances from a number of our
fagues in this Chamber whose lib-
erality ingpived Sir Etienne P. Taché
3d Sir George E. Cartier with such
toafidence. A number of our hon. col-
fagues have already pronounced their
71®Ws upon this subjest and have not
reﬂltated to declare that our claims with
Spect to the French language are
. tional. Tt is true that some, as for in-
Ed 0 the hon. Senator from Prince
Ward Island (Mr. Haythorne), who
S“eeeded me, wish to establish a new
Y8tem, and take Ministers indiscrimi-
Yately from any part of the Dominion ;
mt Dot only the precedents of Par-
th;nent’ but also the interest of
to s Smaller Provinces will be opposed
ways. Hoping for better days
I foq French language in the Senate,
V'itl?e that I should end my speech
thinee . Protest against the order of
em’;f:n:mugurated by the present Gov-

Hon. My, Armand.
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Hon. Mr. WARK — Although this
debate has been extended to so great a
length, yet so little time has been taken
up by members from the Province of
New Brunswick, I hope I shall not be
trespassing on the time of the House if
I say a few words on the subject under
discussion. I do not intend to enter
upon a criticism of the several clauses of
this Address, as they bave been very
fully ventilated. Questions have arisen
in the controversy which I do not eare to
enter upon at present, but I would not
be doing my duty to the Province of
New Brunswick if I did not rise in my
place and corroborate every word that
has been stated by the hon. member for
St. John, when he says there is no
appearance in New Brunswick of a re-
turn of prosperity. He has stated to you
the misfortune, almost, that has over-
taken the Province; he has told you.
that an immense number of the popula--
tion has been leaving our shores. I
have been informed myself that, out
of twenty-one saw mills, that had
usually been engaged in manufacturing
Iumber in and around the St. John
Harbor, only five were in operation
last year. Is it any wonder that the
people have become disheartened and
seek employment in another country ? I
have heard of one of these mill owners who
usually employed 70 men, but last sum-
mer, having no employment for them,
they every one left the country with
their families. There is a saw mill in my
own neighborhood and it only worked a
few weeks last season.’” I am told that
the agents of the Internaiional Steam-
ship Company reported in the first of
October to the American Consul that:
4,500 persons had left St. John ; three
months of the year has since then ex-
pired, and, I dare say my hon. friend is
quite correct when he says that 6,000
people left St. John alone during the
past twelve months. We see young
people leaving New Brunswick from all
parts ; parties of them are formed for the
purpose of leaving in a body, and, con-
sequently, we can shew no appear-
ance of a return of prosperity, with
the exception of a little stir that
took place in the lumber market in
England, which held out some hopes
that employment would be obtained in
the woods in getting out logs with the:
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expectation that the trade would be bet-
ter during the coming season. Although
a large number of people have left the
country, there are still a great many
unemployed remaining at home, and it is
amongst those who are unable to find
means to leave the Province that we
must expect to see a great amount of
privation and misery. That would not
deter me, however, fiom supporting the
Government in their proposition to do
something towards the alleviation of the
distress in Ireland, although we have
a great deal of suffering amongst our-
selves. The speech refers to the immigra-
tion into the North-West, not only from
abroad but from the other Provinces. Tt
has been observed in the course of this
debate by the hon. gentieman from
Prince Edward Island (Mr. Haythorne),
that it is not a matter that the different
provinces can congratulate themselves
upon that their population is leaving,
even to go to the North-West of our own
Dominion, but I believe that of those who
have lefi New Brunswick, not one
in twenty has taken that direction.
They have gone to seek employment, to
seek homes, to seek food for their families
io the neighboring Republic, and I look
upon them as lost to the Dominion. The
leader of the Government has accused the
late Administration of folding their
hands, looking on and doing nothing to
remove the commercial depression. I be-
lieve if the present Goverment had pur-
sued a similar course, the state of things
in New Brunswick to-day would be far
better then they are now under the in-
creased taxation and lack of employment.
With regard to the controversy as to the
Pacific Railway, my recollection 2nd un-
derstanding of the whole matter is this :
that the late Government determined to
make use of what they called the water
stretches ; that they had been acting too
much on the reperts of the engineers and
surveyors that there was no difficulty
at any timeto build a line from Sturgeon
Falls to Rat Portage, and, in the mean-
time, after they had connected Thunder
Bay with Sturgeon Falls, there would
then be no obstruction from the ocean to
the Lake of the Woeds but at Fort
Frances Falls. On overcoming that
difficulty by a lock, and Keewatin being
connected with Red River by rail, they
would have uninterrupted communi-

HHon. Mr. Wark.
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cation by water and rail the whole
distance from the ocean to Red River.
That was the intention of the scheme,
but before much progress was made on
the line from Thunder Bay to Sturgeon
Falls, it was found that the proposed
route from Sturgeon Falls to Keewatin
was impracticable. I believe the Gov-
ernment made a mistake in undertaking
to construct the Fort Frances Lock until
they were assured that the route from
Sturgeon Falls to Rat Pprtage was
practicable, and perhaps they made a
mistake in proceeding with the work on
the lock after they found that the con-
necting link could not be built. How-
ever, it was reported that there was a
large quantity of lumber in the district
around Rainy Lake, which might render
the lock of much service. I do notblame
the present Government for dropping the
work there, as it properly belongs to the
Province of Ontario, and no doubt the
Government of this Province will finish
the improvement and pay something to
the Dominion for what has been spent on
it already. When it was found that for
the reason mentioned the water stretches
were impracticable, the Government
thought they would construct the con-
necting link of the railway. I have
no doubt cf that. They advertised
for tenders, and it would have been folly
for them to have set men to work on that
section until the portion between Thun-
der Bay and English River was in such
a condition as to facilitate the transport-
ing of supplies for the work. With
respect to the Intercolonial Railway, it
has been reported ‘that a large number of
accidents have recently taken place.
Some say they are merely accidents, but
there are some accidents on railways that
might be avoided. It is not sufficient
that the wheels may be made of the best
material, or that they are tested when
they are put on the road, but they re-
quire frequent examinations. When the
railway track becomes uneven, and I be-
lieve the road bed on the Intercolonial is
settling in places and heaving in others,

ron account of the severe frost and heavy

traffic, there is all the more necessity for
careful and frequent inspection of the
wheels. Tremember travelling once pe-
tween Glasgow and Liverpool, two hun-
dred miles. On that line they travelled

'at double the rate that we do in this
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country, and yet they took time at the
half.way station to test every wheel of
the whole train by tapping them with a

ammer, in order to detect if there was
the least Alaw in them.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—

That s done on the Intercolonial Rail-
Way.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—You do not
mean to yay that this is not done on our
r“‘lWays. I have always found it done
When I travelled over them.

Hon, Mr. WARK—I did not say
they did not do it, but I say that when,
Tom the above or any other cause, the
State of the road seems to demand it, more
.requent examinations may be necessary
o order to detect cracked wheels, and
eWer accidents would occur. We are
Much jndebted to the hon. Senator from
elleville for the information he has
Elven to the House, but I would like to
oW what view he supposes England
Wil take of the extension of trade from
18 country. England, he says, wants a
Yery large quantity of nearly everything
4t we can spare ; they want our wheat,
Ouroats, our barley, our cattle, our sheep
ud swine, whether dead or alive. They
¥ant our butter, cheese and lumber.
woW, supposing that the hon. Senator
ent home as a delegate, and tried to
extend the trade of Canada in England,
30d talked over this question with
¢ nglishmen, they would tell him that
€It manufacturing population had out-
8rown the means of theiv agricultural
Population to feed them, and that they
Must import a large quantity of food
*om abroad. The hon. gentleman would
. them of the immense quantities
w_elcan supply. They would say, “ We
soll buy from you, tut you must take
nol;lethlug from us in return. Do youn
o Want some of our cottons ?” ¢ No,”
h 3 hon. friend would reply, “ we
oo adopted the policy of ¢ Canada for
woul 1ans.’”  The English manufacturer
or “tl(ll ask, ¢ Do you want any woollens,
rep] € products of our mines?’ The
Ply would be, “No; we want to
ua:\lfacture our own woollens and iron,
Warew:‘ must take-some of your hard-
pre rom you, because we are not
bared to go into the manufacture of
Hon. Mr. Wark.
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cutlery extensively as yet, but as soon as
we can do so we will do that also.”
Under such circumstances, how do you
expect an Englishman to say that he will
take your products if you will take
nothing from him in retarn? And
where are you to begin that trade?

Hon. Mr. READ—Their necessities
are our opportunity. :

Hon. Mr. WARK—Supposing every
country should call upon them for their
gold in exchange for their products,
instead of manufactures, where would
they get it? I think that it is a
selfish view for us to take of it.
The delegates from the tenant furmers
have come out to this country. The
Government have paid the expenses of
these delegates, and they are expected
to encourage their countrymen to
come out here and settle in our
North-West Territories and raise foodt
to send home to the Moth: Country.
‘The people at home will say - You want
to take out our farmers and raise food
for us, but you will not allow us to send
them back a single article that we manu-
facture in veturn.” IHow long is that
system of trade likely to last? Then
again the Englishman may very well ask
you what are you going to do with your
ships ?  Our ships go home with cargoes
of lumber and produce. What are we
going to do for return cargoes? Will
they load themselves up with gravel and
stone as ballast and return withont
freight? If lumber cargoes have to pay
the whole expenses of the round voyage,
how are our lumber merchants to com-
pete in the English market with foreign
countries that take return cargoes of
English manufactures? I have briefly
gone into this question in order to shew
what the result of this National Policy
will be if it is adhered to. It bears
more heavily on New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island than upon any
other portion of the Dominion. Whether
New Brunswick can bear up under the
load that is placed upon it, T have very
grave doubts. There is one matter that
I ought npt to sit down without referring
to. The Minister of Finance has
been taunted a good deal about
what his estimates of the additional re-
| venue would be under the new tariff. 1f
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the Government had simply contented
themselves with letting us have a revenue
tariff and have added about, say, 2} per
cent. on the 174 per cent. tariff, I believe
they would have had the additional
amount of revenue he estimated. Why
have his calculations not been carried out ?
Simply becanse high duties have induced
smuggling to such an extent that it is
demoralizing the people. A gentleman
who was here last session from Nova
Scotia, from whose section of the
Province a considerable trade with
the United States was carried on, bring-
ing back return cargoes in his vessels,
was asked how they would do under the
new tariff when they could not bring in
United States produce as formerly. His
reply was that they would do very well
as they would smuggle. I know that a
good deal of goods are brought into the
country in that way now, and are sold
cheaper by the retail merchants in
New Brunswick, in the vicinity of
the lines, than the wholesale impor-
ters can afford to sell them. 'lhere
is one extraordinary regulation with
respect to American oil. We, in Canada,
are burning Canadian oil requiring a test
only of 105 ; but Government have de-
cided that American oil must stand a
fire test of 130. I have heard of several
instances where a quantity of oil was
brought into St. John, and, because it
did not stand the test of 130, it had to
‘be sent out of the country. I have heard
of small inland places where very little
consumption may be expected and where
a quantity came in that stood 122, but
they were forced to send it back, though
there was no doubt it would be smuggled
into our Province again. The collector
of that port stated that formerly, when
the high duty was imposed on oil, he col-
lected nothing, but when it had been put
down to 6 cents a gallon, he collected
$500 a year from it, although it was only
a small port or station. Now, all that
comes into the Province must be smug-
gled. Canadian oil sent down there is
-of 80 poor a quality that it is not fit for
use. Manufacturers have things so much
their own way that it is said they only
sell inferior oil in the country and export
their best oils to foreign markets. T
have heard also of smuggling being car-
ried on in Lower Canada. I believe it
is practiscd along the whole line.

Ilon. Mr. Wark.
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Hon. Mr. FERRIER—What about

cotton goods ?

Hon. Mr. WARK—I am told that
cotton goods are selling in the interior of
New Brunswick cheaper than wholesale
merchants can sell them in St. John,
and I have been informed by a hardware
merchant who formerly sold $1,000
worth annually of carriage springs, that
he could not now sell a spring, the whole
consumed by his former customers being
smuggled at present.  Smuggling is car-
ried to such an extent that Americans
do not even require Canadians to run any
risk, but place the goods, I am told, in
the merchants’ stores for them.

Hon. Mr. FLINT—I was not in the
House at the time that the leader of the
Opposition made his statement in refer-
ence to the number of persons who, he
said, had been benefited by the National
Policy, but 1 find from the official report

i that he states the number to be 10,000 to

12,000 persons, and further down he
states ““ not to exceed 15,000 persons.” 1
would like to ask my hon. friend if he
means this 12,000 or 15,000 to be per-
sons employed and receiving wages from
the effects of this new fiscal policy or
whether he means that number alto-
gether 4

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I mean the num-
ber of heads of families benefiting by the
fiscal policy of the country does not ex-
ceed 15,800.

Hon. Mr. FLINT—Taking it for
granted that it is only 12,000 that have
been benefited, then I should like to ask
how many? If you take four as the
average of a family having been benefited,
including the head of the family too,or the
12,000, certainly it cannot be less than
48,000 persons, because every member of
a family must have been benefited by the
earnings of the head of it.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—At the expense of
the other three and a half millions.

Hen. Mr. FLINT—These 15,000 per-
sons could not have received less than
one dollar a day as wages, and that for a
year would be $450,000 paid out to them,
which would not have been paid had
this policy not been adopted.
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Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE — They

V‘imlld have been employed at something
else,

Hon. Mr. FLINT—We are told that
Peopleare gning from the Lower Provinces
%o the United States, and would it not
’¢ more likely that all those persons
Would have moved te the United States
also, to seek empleyment there if they
did not obtain it in Canada? If they
Went from the Lower Provinces because

€y could not get employment, these
4180 would certainly have gone. The
$450,000 paid for wages Would have gone
%o benefit the manufacturers of other coun-
tries and not ourselves. This very labor
Was the cause of an immense amount of
Manufactures bring produced in this
Country, Tbe manufactures which are
Consumed in Canada and the amount
that would otherwise have been paia for

€m abroad were retained in theDominion.

8 a consequence we are somuch better off

Y that policy, as the money has gone into
the pockets of our farmers and merchants,
Consequently we may say that double the
Mmber I have stated have been beuefit-
¢d. Now, if during the past year the
Nat.ional Policy has benefited so many
Uring the short time that it has been in
Operation, it stands to reason that, in

e five years that the present Govern-
Ment are likely to hold the reins of
Power, we shall see a vast change in
the country. We cannot expect to see

4t change take place immediately ; we
might as well expect to set a hen on ten
888 in the morning and expect, by
Tight, to see ten chickens peeping out of
their ghells, as to expect that the country
18 going to be prosperous in one year
“nder the National Policy. A child
'Bust creep before it can walk, and walk
*efore it can run, and it is the same way
With the policyintroduced by the Govern-
Ment. This being the case, as a matter
O course, we must allow the National

olicy to work before we can look

O¢ our former prosperity. While our
fiscal policy was being inaugurated, this !
Sountry was being over-run by the manu- ’

3cturers of the United States, and it

Ok some time to get rid of our surplus
Stocs. T take one instance—the hammer
;;‘&nufacburiug industry. I believe there
° 006 manufacturer of hammers in this
ountry, and he could not succeed last
Hon. Mr. Flint.
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spring in selling a bill of hammers from
one end of the Dominion to the other.
As the result of this tariff he established
himself in Canada, greatly inereased his
staff, and now turns out some $25,000
worth of work in the course of a year.
Although this man is an American, he
has settled on Canadian soil, adopted
our policy, and charges us not one cent
more for his hammers than we paid
before.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN (Londonderry)
—He has hit the nail on the head.

Hon. Mr. FLINT—I mention these
facts to shew that the National Policy
has, to a certain extent, worked well,
and if it continues to work as well in the
future as it has during the past few
months, before four years are past those
who now abuse the policy will have to
give in and acknowledge that it is a
sound one for the country. I have also
been accused of heing a protectionist,
although in principle. I am a free-trader.
I do not believe in oue-sided fres-trade,
however ; I do not believe in allowing
the Americans to have the run of our
markets while they exclude us from
theirs,

Hon. Mr. WARK—England admits
all our products fres of duty, and yet we
tax theirs.

Hon. Mr. FLINT-—We have no rea-
son to find fault with them for that.
You have no veason to find fault with
me if I take a dose of pills that does not
affect you. I think itis only fair, as
long.as we are willing that we should
manage our own affairs, that they. should
allow us to do so. I happened to meet
two men in the streets of Belleville a
short time ago. One of them had a pair
of new boots that he had just got made
by hand. The other said, “ What did
you pay for those hoots?’ 1le replied,
“$4.50.” “That's a very high price,”
said the other. ¢ Ah, but you must re-
collect that hides and leather are
dearer,” said his friend. ¢ That’s all the
xesult of the National Policy,” said the
other as he walked away. But the man
with the new boots was perfectly satis-
fied with the National Policy, he was
willing to pay a little more for his feet
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wear. I wrote a short article on the
incident and a certain paper took me up
on the question, and went on to state
with reference to the hide question, that
if the farmer who had bought the boots
had no duty on the hides he was badly
treated, that there were over 1,200,000
hides brought into the country last year,
that these hides were manufactured here,
paid no duty and that this was consrary
to the interests of the farmers, who had
no protection for the hides which they
sold from the animals they slaughtered,
but the Government, in their wisdom,
allowed the hides to come in free of
duty, as being raw material used by the
manufacturer, on the same terms as the
United States allowed them to be im-
ported into that country. Supposing the
Government, in their wisdom, had put a
duty of 10 per cent. on hides, and

that hides were worth $8 per
handred ; that would have been
on a hide of 50 pounds, worth

four dollars, a protection of forty cents,
but ten per cent. would have to be added
to the price of the boots, and on the
boots and shoes he would have to pur-
chase for his fauily it would amount to
about three dollars extra, whereas he
would only have received 40 cents for
the hide. In the attempt to do away
with the principle of the protection of
our industries, every artifice is used to
belittle the National Policy and the
building up of our national industries,
under which our country has prospered.
I capnot say that every locality has
prospered. In the section where I live
it has to a certain extent. 1 have heard
it is so elsewhere. I met a gentleman
the other day, after the Finance Minister
had been up our way, who is and always
has been a strong Reformer, and he said
to me “I am a Reformer, but I am
bound to support the National Policy
because it has supported me ; it has not
given me a better price for my labor, but
it has given me an amount of work thal
I would not otherwise have had, because
I would have been flooded out with
furniture from the United States.” This
man, although a TReformer, believes
that be has some interest in the
country, that his interest has been pro-
tected by the policy of the Government,
and that he can build up a better busi-
ness under a protective system than he

Hon. Mr. Flint.
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could under the policy of the late Admin-
istration. My hon. friend from Prince
Edward Island has stated that the car
wheels of the Intercolonial should be
taken off before they are cracked. ’

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE-—No ; but
before they are too much worn.

Hon. Mr. FLINT—It is impossible
to tell whether a car wheel is too much
worn or not until it gives out. We have
got to run those risks, and from all we
can learn there have been no more aceci-
dents on the Intercelonial Railway than
on the Grand Trunk or other railways
throughout the Provinces or in the
United States. I think the outery
against the Intercolonial is simply because
the Government have given us to under-
stand that they aie economizing and are
going to save a large amount of money
in the management of the road. If that
economy was likely to destroy the rail-
way, or the business of that railway, or
endanger the lives of the people, then
they would certainly be subject to blame ;
but until semething of that kind can be
shewn, and until it is proved that such
is the case, I do not think the Govern-
ment should be hlamed for doing what
they can to save the people’s money.

Hon. Mr. MCLELAN—It would be
very unwise for me, coming in at this
stage of the debate, to offer any extend-
ed remarks, but I cannot help expressing
my surprise that the reduction made in
the expenses of the Intercolonial Rail-
way should have been challenged and
found fault with, or that it should have
been charged that the road is not in as
efficient a condition as it was twelve
months ago. I profess to know some-
thing about the Intercolonial. T have
just travelled over it, and I am free to
say that I consider it is in just as good a
conditior. to-day as it was twelve months
ago; and I wasinformed, by the officials, on
my way here, that there has been quite as
much expended onm repairs to rolling
stook in the last twelve months as there
was the previous year. It is impossible
to operate a road of that length without
accidents occurring more or less frequent-
ly, but, that hon. gentlemen should cowme
here and magnify the few accidents that
have taken place, and declare that the-
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road is being neglected, is, in my opinion,
Unjust and unwise ; unjust as tending to
Create abroad a false and injurious im-
Dbresion as to the condition of that public
work, and it certainly is unwise as an
Opposition or party attack, because the
Tore inquiry that is directed to this
Watter, the more strongly will it place in
Striking contrast the results under the
ate and the present management. I
take the figures which have been given
Since this session opened, and I find in
the comparison of six months under the
management of the late Govermuent,
With gix months under the present, that
Whilst the deficiency under the former
Wwas $217,000, that now, under this man-
agement, which has been so strongly
condemned, it is only $32,000, or a ditfer-
ence in the six months of, in round
Qumbers, $185,000, or for a year
$370,000. The more public attention is
drawn to this matter the, more clearly
and indelibly will these figures be im-
Pressed upon the public mind, and the
more emphatic the approval of the
Present management, provided the road
be not injured. I am happy to believe
and to say that the proviso is fully met,
and that all investigation, official or ex-
Perienced, will fully prove that the road
18 in the very best condition. Unfor-
tunately: for very many employés, the
arge reduction made in expenses led to
their dismissal, and too many of them,
Unable to see the great public necessity
there is for the strictest economy in all
branches of the public service, resent
their discharge by magnifying the usual
mishaps attending the running of every
Tfoad, and furnish gentlemen with dis-
torted cases, who are ouly too willing to
Proclaim them in the hope that they
May damage the Administration. But
the oftener the charge is made the often-
er will the result favor the present Ad-
Ministration. My hon. friend from Kent
Bays there is not sufficient care in testing
the wheels.

Hon. Mr. WARK.—T beg the hon.
gentleman’s pardon. I did not say any-
thing of the kind, I said that I saw the
Wheels tested every 100 miles when
travelling on railways in England, but I
did not say it was not done here,

Hon. Mr. MCLELAN.—I may not
Ve correctly heard the hon. gentleman,
Hon. Mr. McLelan.
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but I certainly undevstood him to con-
teast the practice in England with that
which has been reported as pursued on
the Intercolonial. I have no doubt, how-
ever, that those who have been reporting
that the wheels of cars are not tested on
the Intercolonial, on the trip, may not
have observed the testing and yet it have
been regularly attended to, just as I did
not observe any test of the wheels this
morning on the Grand Trunk end of the
road. The hon. gentleman says that the
wheels are always tested in England,
although the rate of travel is double what
it is in this country ; then so much more
necessity for inspection—the higher the
speed, the more frequently should the
wheels be examined. :

Hon. Mr. FERRIER.—What does
the hon. gentleman mean by “ the Grand
Trunk end of the road ” ?

Hon. Mr. McLELAN Tt occurred
to me, a8 we started to cross the Victoria
Bridge, that I had not heard the usual
test of the wheels, and I mentioned it to
some of my fellow-passengers on the
train, but it may have been done without
attracting my attention.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER.—This morn-
ing ? .
Hon. Mr. McLELAN.—Yes, this

morning, on my way up.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER.—I think I will
be able to prove to the contrary.

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN.—It may have
been done, but it did not catch my ear.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER. — The hon.
gentlemen must be nistaken, as it is the.
most important part of the road, and the
wheels are invariably tested there.

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN.—I regret to.
hear the condition of affairs in St John,
as stated by the hon. Senator from that
city. I am sure the whole House will
join in that regret, but I may say that it
is a condition of affairs that was not
wholly unexpected. A comparatively
small city like St. John to be scourged
by a terrible fire such as occurred thers,
must inevitably be suffering from the
effects of it. The money brought in from.
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the insurance effected upon the buildings
destroyed, for a time staved off the de-
pression, but I am informed that there
was a loss of about $12,000,000 outside
of the insurance, and that enormous loss,
compared with the size of the city, isnow
telling on the mercantile community.
However, I am indisposed to believe that
the state of affairs he describes as existing
in St. John prevzils generally throughout
New Brunswick. My hon. friend from
Kent (Mr. Wark) tells of sixty or seventy
saw mills that have bLeen closed up and
deserted, while other men, who are
in the lamber business, and know
whereof they speak, say that that busi-
ness has largely improved. I had the
pleasure of travelling to this city with
one of the lumber kings of New Bruns-
wick, who is also dealing in other wares,
and he says that he held considerable of
his stock over, and cleared $40,000 by
the improvement in prices. When one
man has benefited to that extent by the
improvement in trade, I think that there
must be, throughout the whole Province,
a general benefit, except, perhaps, in the
unfortunate city of St. John. The hon.
Senator from Kent tells us that, in con-
sequence of the increased duties, prices
of goods have increased, and smuggling
prevails to a large extent. At the same
time he tells us that goods are sold at
cheaper rates than they can be imported
legitimately into Canada for.

Hon. Mr. WARK—I said that was
the case along the lines.

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN—The hon. gen-
tleman’s statements are conflicting. My
hon. friend from St. John refers to the
tax on shipping, and charges the Na-
tional Policy with having imposed a tax
of at least two dollars per ton on ships.
1 have had some experience in that busi-
ness. I have launched ships every year
for the last five or six years—under the
old tariffs and under the new—and I
know whereof 1 speask when 1

now state that the taxation on
shipping is less under this tariff,
with the drawback, than it was

under the old one. I know that we paid
less duties on the ships we launched last
October, when we got the drawback,
" than we paid on any. vessel launched
-under the previous tarifff. My hon.

Hon. Mr. McLelan.
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friend says Ingland takes our beef and
pork, wheat, cheese and butter, without
imposing any tax upon them, and he
seems to be very much troubled because
we will not take their manufactures on
the same terms that they take our pro-
duce.

Hon. Mr. WARK—I did not say
that. We could not do so, as we must
raise a revenue.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN—I certainly
understood the hon. gentleman to com-
plain that we could not say to England
“we will take your manufactures on the
same terms as you take our produce.” It
is true we do not and cannot say that,
but we can say this: “ You require the
beef, pork, butter, cheese artd grain of
Canada and of the United States, and
you take both on the same terms, whilst
we, in return, take your manufactures at
a very much less rate of duty than the
Americans do, and whilst you make no
discrimination in our favor, you cannot
expect us to do more in your favor.”
There has been a considerable out-
cry in DBritain against our tariff as
tending to lessen importations and
thereby diminish the employment we
give to the mechanics of other lcoun-
tries. The outery is made under the
name of free trade, and yet it is
on the part of Britain, the very essencs
of protection. It is the living, active
spirit of that policy which built up her
industries and multiplied her mechanics,
and which now seeks to protect those
mechanics by giving thém employment.
And, that her mechanics may have
employment, she is desirous that we take
her manufactures free of duty and let
our own people go idle. I read, a few
days ago, the report of Mr. Potter’s speech
at Rochdale, on his return from his free
trade mission to the United States, and,
whilst the whole intention of the speech
and meeting was to favor free trade, there
was one sentence nttered by Mr, Potter
and repeated by Mr. Bright, that should
be taken home to ourselves in its true
protective spirit. Mr. Potter says : ¢ It
will be a sair day for Britain when our
mechanics and workmen have to leave
this country for want of employment.”
Let us remember thissentence, which Mr.
Bright cmphasised, and apply it to our
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own country and people. “A sair day it
will indeed be for Canada when our me-
<hanics and workpeople have to leave us
for want of employment ;” and the Go-
Yernment have well discharged their duty
n adopting a policy which must tend to
furnigh employment for our people, in-
Crease the numbers of our mechanics and
Workmen, and thereby promote the gene-
ral prosperity.

Hon. Dr. PAQUET (in French)—I
appreciate the well justitied jimpatience
of this hon. House, and its desive to
finish the debate on the Address in reply
o the Speech from the Throne, but, not-
Withstanding this desive, which I share,
T cannot refrain from making a few re-
Mmarks, which, I promise, shall be as
brief as possible. In last year’s Speech
from the Throne, allusion was made to a
Yuestion of deep importance,in the follow-
ing words :—

“ Parliament hag recognized the importance
of providing for the safe deposit of the surplus
Sarnings of the people, by arranging for their

eing placed with the Government at a fair
rate of interest. It may be well for you to
consider how far it is practicable to give alike
8ecurity and encouragement to persons who
ay desire, by an insurance upon their lives,
t0 make provision for those dependent upon
them. Your best attention will, I doubt not,
given to the important subjects I have
alluded to, and to the general interest of the
COuntl‘Y.”
We awaited during the whole of last Ses-
Ston the introduction of such a measure,
ut had not the pleasure of seeing the
Promise fulfilled, and this year no re-
ference is made to it at all in the Speech
from the Throne. Can its omission this
sion be the result of chance to prove
to us that the present Government can
§lve without promising as they have
shewn that they can promise without
giving? The hon. Minister of Militia
and Defence should give us an answer.
Is this question one which is trivial, or
18 it important? The answer can be
found in the official report of the Super-
Intendent of Insurance for 1878. From
1869 to 1878, that is to say, in a period
of ten years, we find that the Canadian
Companies  received in  premiums
$5,301,6U2; the English companies,
'?’5’8.16:255 ; and the American com-
Panies, $12,083,192, making a total of

23,201,109 ; in other words, an amount

equal to the entire revenue of the

Hon. Mr. McLelun.
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Dominion. It is, therefore, equal to
one-tenth of the revenue annually.

Tke most striking fact demonstrated
by  these figures is that our
companies receive nearly twenty per cent.
of the amount, and that foreign companies
receive eighty per cent. Nothing aston-
ishes me so much as tosee the Government
shirking such a question, when they
claim that the object of their National
Policy is to secure “ Canada for the
Canadians.” They count more upon
protection than upon Providence, as we
have been given to understand by the
hon. 8enator from Victoria (Mr. Mac-
donald). At all events, the hon, Minister
of Militia will understand that this sub-
ject merits his careful attentiom ; and
that, in these times of unsettled finances,
the country would be pleased to have its
doubts and fears upon this question dissi-
pated. There is another matter on which
I wish to speak before the Address is
adopted : that is, the representation of
the French-speaking people im the Cabi-
net. T concur, with all my hears, in the
judicieus remarks made yesterday by the
hon. Seaator from DeLanaudiére (Mr.
Bellerose), velative to the injustice
to which the Province of Quebee is sub-
jected in the Ministerial representation
in the Senate. That hon. gentleman,
in thus criticizing this act of his friends,
has paid a well-merited tribute to the
late Government, which never was guilty
of a like ostracism, but which, on the
comtrary, in the person of the hon.’
Senator from Grandville (Mr. Pelletier),
rendered perfect justice to the French-
Canadian people in this Houwse. I con-
gratulate the hon. gentleman (Mr. Belle-
rose) on his firmness and independence,
and when he is charged with having,
perhaps, gone too far, I contend that he
has stopped short of the whole ¢ruth in
saying that Ontario is represented in the
Cabinet by six members ; the fact is that
Ontario has seven, for nobody can deny
that Sir Charles Tupper, the Minister of
Railways, is a resident of Ontario rather
than of Nova Scotia, having lived, since
1867, constantly in this Provinee, and

| possessing here considerable property,

which strongly connects him with it.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—The
hon. gentleman is quite mistaken in sup-
posing that the Minister of Railways
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and Canals is more a resident of Ontario
than any other Minister from the Lower
Provinces, such as the Finance Minister
or the Minister of Justicee. He lives
here because, as a member of the Cabi-
net, he is required to do so, but in no
other sense is he a resident of Ontario.

Hon. Dr. PAQUET-—But is he not

an actual resident of this Province ?

Hon. Sir ALEX., CAMPBELL—AI
the members of the Cabinet are.

Hon. Mr. PELLETIER—The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Paquet) means that be-
fore becoming a member of the Gavern-
ment the hon. Minister of Railways and
Canals had become a resident of Ontario.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL~—The
hon. gentleman did not say that, but, in
explanation of it, I may state that I
know that the Minister of Railways
parted with all his property in Toromto,
and ran his election in Nova Sootia, and
afterwards, when he became a Minister
of the Crown, he purchased property in
Ottawa and came to reside here, but he
is no more a Minister from Ontario than
any other member of the Cabinet who
comes from the Lower Provinces.

Hon. Mr. PAQUET—The statement
of the Hon. Minister of Militia proves,
better than anything I can say, that his
argument has no force. Has he not de-
clared, im effect, that the hon. Minister
of Railways (Sir Charles Tupper) resided
in Ontario and kad property in Toronto
when he became a Minister, that he sold
it when he presented himself as a
candidate in Nova Scotia, and that when
elected he returned to Ottawa to
live, as a Minister of the Crown, and
purchased property here? I had
good reason, therefore, to say that
the hon. gentleman (Sir Charles Tupper)
was an Ontarian, and that he had pro-
perty in this Province for many years.
Therefore, I conclude, logieally, that
Ontario has seven Ministers whilst the
other six Provinces have only seven. It
must be adwmitted that Ontario occupies
an important position in the Union, but
I have yet to learn that the people of
Quebec and of the other Provinces find
such a state of affairs acceptable, or that

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.
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they will Jong hesitate before calling
their representatives in the Government
of the day to account for this act of trea-
son. 1 was also pleased with the co-
operation and the remarks of the hon.
senator from Repentigny (Mr. Armand),
and the Government ought to be assured
that in the vindication of this right, as
of all others, we French-Canadians will
be united as one man, and that we shall
not cease to demand justice whenever we
find that it has not been done to us.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU (in French)—I
had not intended to take any part in this
debate, and I only do so now to express
my approval of the stand taken by the
hon. Senators who claim representation
of the French-speaking element of this
branch of Parliament in the Ministry.
They are merely expressing the senti-
ment which prevails to-day throughout
the length and breadth of Quebec. As
the hon. Senator from La Vallitre has
shewn, there are now seven of the four-
teen Ministers from Ontario. It is clear
that the Government must have some
motive for pursuing such a course, but
whatever that motive may be, I regret
the fact all the same. It is destructive
to the harmony which has hitherto pre-
vailed throughout the Confederation. ¥
was opposed to the Union, as many others
were, but when it was an accomplished
fact I accepted it loyally as a means of
doing away with the prejudices of race
and creed which had been excited by
evil-disposed persons. Last session [ felt
satisfied, from the liberal sentiments ex-
pressed by the leader of this HMouse,
that he would take the first oppor-
tunity of doing justice to the Province
of Quebec. I regret that it was not
done in the recent change.

The motion was then agreed to.

Hou. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL
moved the appointment of the Standing
Comuittees.

The meotion was agreed to.

The House adjourned at 5.45 p.mn.
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‘SYDNEY POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK.
MOTION FOR A RETURN.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—To-morrow
‘i the day mentioned in the Minutes of
‘Proceedings that I would make my motion
respecting the Post Office Savings Bank
at Sydney, C. B., but my hon. friepd the
leader of the Government wishes e to
‘intreduce it at once. As the matter isa
simple relation of facts, my observations
will, therefore, be brief. It appears
that on the 26th December last, a
rumor got abroad that the young
an in charge of the Sydney Post Office
Savings Bank bad suddenly disappeared,
-owing to some defalcations of the moneys
entrusted to him. This having become
known at Ottawa, an Inspector from the
Finance Department arrived to make
an investigation ; he was so occupied for
some days ; the result is not yet known.
Very contradicory reports were whisper-
ed of the amount embezzled, and that
some of the pass books had false emtries
made, decuments forged, ete. It is quite
Natura} the publie, who is so identified in
+this Government hank, wishes to get at
rthe truth. 1 need not, I am sure, ob-
‘serve that public confidence is now much
shaken in this Savings Bank, and it will
be difficult to restore it unless the appa-
rent defective system is remedied ; as it
seems strange that these defalcations,
" which had existed for some years past, had
not been detected by the Inspector in his
anuual visits, there must be something
defective in this supervision, and, to
some extent, the Inspector is responsible
-1n having allowed this state of things to
remain undiscovered. I hope he will
“have it in his power to justify himself.
The Minister who leads this House had
suggested that I should visit the office,
-where the documents would be sub-
mitted to my perusal, but I have not
- availed myself of it, and prefer to have
* them Jaid on the table in accordance with
- Iny motion, where all can Lave access to
them. It is expected that a thorough
- Investigation of all the circumstances
- relating to this breach of trust will take

Hon, Sir Alex. Campbell.
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place, and the matter sifted to the bot-
tora. What has occurred at Sydney may
be in existence in some other offices in
the Dominion, where the Inspectors may
have failed to detect wrong-doing. The
public, therefore, demandsa searching
inquiry, and will not rest satisfied until
this is accomplished. I therefore move :

“That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House, all reports, correspondence,
telegrams, etc., respecting the Post Office
Savings Bank at Sydney, C.B., during the past
six years, and more especially the last Report
of the investigation held by Mr. Anderson, the
Inspector, relative to the defalcation in that
office, the amount so deficient, and wken such
deficiency was first discovered.”

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL.—All
the information upon this subject that
can properly be brought down will be
laid before the House. The Savings
Bank is connected with the Department
of Finance, and not with the Post Office
Department. I bave not called at the
Department to inquire about the matter
myself, but if the report of the Inspector
is not confidential it will be submitted.
I believe that the investigation is now
going on as to the management of the
Savings Bank, and perhaps when the
result of that is made known, it may
afford my hon. friend some further infor-
mation and satisfaction on the point in
regard to which he has made this
inquiry. Of course, I agree with him
that nothing can be more important than
to maintain public confidence in ths
Government Savings Banks.

The motion was agreed to.

TESTING CAR WHEELS.
A CORRECTION.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—T1 am anxious,
before the House adjourns, to read a tele-
gram with regard to that rash statement
made by the hon. Senator for Lendon.
derry (Mr. McLelan) yesterday. In
accordance with the advice of the hon.
the leader of the Government in this
House, I telegraphed down to the
Superintendent of the Grand Trunk
Railway, and received the following
telegram, from which my hon. friend will
be glad to learn that on our railway, as
well as on the Intercolonial, there is no
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Inattention in reference to examining
wheels at all important points. It is as
follows :—

« Ottawa, Feb. 19, 1880.

& By telegraph from Montreal,
“ To Hon. Jamis FERRIER.

«The wheels of all cars on number two
express were examined at St. Lambert, on
morning of 18th, by our regular car inspector,
Geo. Peck. Our agent assures me that this
duty has never been neglected. We have
regular car inspectors also at Chaudiére Junc-
tion, Richmond, Montreal and Cornwall, on
duty night and day.

wW. J. Spicer.”

Hon. Mr. McLELAN —1 think
the hon. gentleman did not understand
me, otherwise he would not have chai-
acterized my statement as ‘ rash.” I
simply stated I did not hear the testing
of the wheels. We had been speaking
previously of a report that the wheels
had not been tested on the Intercolonial
Railway, and I stated that while travel-
ling on the Grand Trunk my ear did not
catch the testing of the wheels. What I
meant to convey was that a person
travelling on the Intercolonial Railway
might, also, not observe the testing of
the wheels. I did not want to eharge
the employés of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way with neglect, because I have every

confidence in the management of that|:

road, just as I have in the management
of the Intercolonial Railway.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER said that the

impression had been made upon the!

minds of other members of the House,
as well .as on his own, and if reported
to the country would make a similar
impression on the mind of the public.
If the hen. gentleman did not want to
make such a charge against the Grand
Trunk Railway, why had he referred to
that road at all? The hon. gentleman
had stated distinctly the care that was
taken in examining wheels on the Inter-
solonial Railway, but that it wus not so
on this end, and, on being asked-what
end, replied : “ The Grand Trunk.” On
being asked at what place, he said: “ At
the entrance of the bridge,” a most impor-
tant point, because if any accident should
take place there it would be like the Tay
Bridge disaster. No wonder it had pro-
duced a feeling of anxiety in his (Mr.
Ferrier's) mind lest there should be loss

Hon. Mr. Ferrier.
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of life en the road through neglect. If
the hon. gentleman believed that the
wheels had been tested, it would not
have led him to make such a ssatement.

Hon. Mr. 'McLELAN repeated that.
he had merely wished to convey to the
House the idea that a person travelling
on the Intercolonial Railway might not
have heard the testing of the wheels, just.
as he had not observed it at this end.
He bad not intended to say that it had
not been done. ‘

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL said
bis recollection was that the hon. Senator
from Londonderry had simply stategd that
he kud not heard the wheels examined.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY thought that after
the distinet disclaimer of the hon. Sena-
tor from Londonderry, the hon. gentle-
man opposite (Mr. Ferrier), who took a
deep and natural interest in the Grand
Trunk Railway, ought to he perfectly
satisfied.

The matter then dropped.

The House adjourned at 3.35 p.m.

THE SENATE,
Friday, February 20th, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at threo
o'clock,

Prayers and routine proceedings.

TREATIES OF COMMERCE AND NAVI-
GATION. .

MOTION FOR A RETURN.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved :—

“That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General, pray-
ing that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House a list of all Treaties of Com-
merce and Navigation between Great Britain
and foreign powers, containing “ most favored
nation” clauses ; stating the period when ter-
minable, and shewing whether they apply to
British Colonies.”

Speaking in French, he said—This is
not a new subject. It is one which I
brought before this hon., House last
sesgion and on other occasions, believing
that the publication of an abstract of
those treaties would be of great advantage
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to all persons in this country engaged in
:ra,de, commerce, navigation and agricul-
ure.

those treaties.
Of_April, I moved an address similar to
this, but was informed by the hon.
ecretary of State that there were no
Such documents in the possession of the
overnment. I believe that, in reply
to an address moved in the Imperial
arliament on the 9th of May last, a re-
turn was brought down in the House of
Ommons, giving the very information
Which I require, and has been
Printed for circulation. I  have
Dow a copy of it before me, and I
observe that in the commercial treaties
bf%tween Great Britain and forty-three
different nations, twenty-eight British
colonies enjoy the rights and privileges
of those treaties, or of parts of them. Be-
tween the extremes of tree trade and
Protection there is a middle course,
Which is sometimes recognized as neces-
Sary, and leads to the negotiation of
Cowmercial treaties. Thus we find a
treaty of commerce between France,
Which has a high protective tariff, and
England, whose policy is free trade. It
18 very important to our merchants and
Others engaged in trade in this country
- %0 ascertain what those rights, privileges
and immunities are, and to know on
What conditions they can enter into
trade with those countries. Fortunately
or the Dominion, we are not weighted
down with the burdens which press
uropean countries. We are not obliged
%0 maintain large armies, and we have
None of those turbulent populations
Within our borders which cause so much
trouble in the old world. Our Govern-
ment and our institutions are so free
that there is no danger of such dreadful
€vents ag take place in Russia so fre-
Quently, as, for instance, the late das-
tardly attempt to destroy the Czar and
hig family. To the people of the old
world we offer homes in our vast and
fe\‘t:lle North-West and the advantages
which we enjoy as citizens of a free
Sountry. The object of my motion
S to have this return of the British
p ouse of Commons laid officially be-
ore this House, in order that it may be
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It would enable them to under- |
Stand the rights, privileges and immuni-
ties which they enjoy under certain of .
Last session, on the 1st:
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a view to haviag it re-published for cir-
culation throughout the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE—I hope the
Government will yield to the request of
my hon friend. The papers which he
asks for are very important to the whole
community, and particularly so to every
man employed in business. I hold in
my hand a return made to an Address
by the House of Commons in England,
and communicated to the Tmperial Par-
liament by command of Her Majesty.
It is dated May 9th, 1879, and contains
the information asked for in the motion.
of my hon. friend. The difficulty, as
the hon. knight at the head of the
Government in this House will see,
is to obtain this information unless
brought down to our own Parliament.
It would be of great service to the people
of the whole Dominion were the Govern-
ment to consent to the motion made by
my hon. friend, and have the information
brought within our reach by being placed
on the table of the Senate. The print-
ing will not be a very costly affair, and,
a8 it is a matter of great importance, it
could be at once sent to the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—Of
course, the Government have no objec-
tion to bringing down the return asked
for, the object being to lay it before the
House in order that it may be referred
to the Printing Committee. It will be
for the Committee to determine whether
it should be printed or not. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Bureau) thought, last
session, that these papers might have been
brought down: by us, but, as we told him
then, we had no such documents in the
archives of the Dominion. There
were 1no special means in the
hands of the Government to bring down
those treaties, and, therefore, we were
not able to assent to his motion, under
the apprehension that we might not be
able to furnish the information. The
subject is, of course, an exceedingly im-
portant one, and it may be very desirable
that portions of these treaties be pub-
lished, but I cannot think that it would
be necessary to print all that is found in
this return submitted to the Imperial
Parliament. I have no objection to the
address.

referred to the Printing Committee with
. Hon. 3fr. Bureau.

The motion was agreed to,
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A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE,

Hon. Mr. POWER—TI wish to ask
the indulgence of the House while I
make an explanation personal to myself.
In the debate on the Address in reply
to His Excellency’s Speech, my hon. col-
league from Halifax used language that
was somewhat stronger than was called
for. I did not answer in the same man-
ner vecause I felt certain that he was
under a misapprehension of the facts.
‘When my hon. friend had concluded his
rematks, I explained to him and to the
House thut he had altogether misunder-
stood me, and that I had not desired in
any way to reflect on him in iy
remarks. In the official report of the
debates, my hon. friend is reported to
have said, “I apologise if I have said
anything offensive.” I was perfectly
satisfied. T had a conversation with
my colleague that day, after the House
bhad arisen, or the next forenoon, and
explained to him that the statement
he had made had no foundation in fact.
I understood him to accept my explana-
tion, and, after his doing so, I did not
expect that his statement would appear
in the official report. I was going to
bring the matter before the House yes-
terday, but for the fact that my hon.
colleague was absent at the time. He is
reported as having said :— :

«That, I thought, came with a very ill taste
from the hon. gentleman, whose father was a
member for the county of Halifax for ten
_years, and made no speeches during that time
except two, which were written, and said to
have been inspired by a gentleman not a
hundred miles from me just now.”

I understood my hon. colleague to refer
to myself as being the *geantleman not a
hundred miles” from him. I wish now
to say, in the first place, that the state-
mwent that my father made only two
speeches in ten years is altogether incor-
rect ; and in the second place, that the
stutement that those speeches, or any of
his speeches, were inspired by me or by
anyone else, except the late member for
Halifax himself, is altogether unfounded9
in fact.

Hon. Mr. ALMON—The reason why
it was published is that I had no power
to alter the report of my speech, and
could not say things in the printed report

[SENATE.]

of my speech that I had not said in the
Hon. Sir Atex. Campbell.

“ Turkish Empire.”

House. What I intended to say in my
remarks was that the hon. gentleman’s
father, like myself, was not an eloquent
man ; but I stated that he was a man of
business, and that the people of Halifax,
apart from his politics, thought the com-
merce and trade of their city were safe
in his hands. I did not say that the
speeches of the hon. gentleman’s father
were inspired by anybody. I stated that
they were said to have been inspired,
and I say so now. That was the report,
and it had not been denied up to that
time. I stated that it was said they Lad
been inspired by a certain person, but,
that person having denied it, I take his
assertion as correct.

The matter then dropped.

The House adjourned at 3.30 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Monday, February 23rd, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

NEW SENATOR INTRODUCED.

Hon. HUGH NELSON, the newly-
appointed Senator from British Columbia,
was introduced and, having taken the
oath prescribed by law, took his seat.

The House adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Tucsday, February 2.4th, 1580.
The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock. .
BILL INTRODUCED.
Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL intro-
dueed a Bill further to amend the Acts
therein mentioned respecting the Militia

and Defence of the Dominion.
The Bill was read the first time.

THE LOSS OF THE « TURKISH EMPIRE.”
INQUIRY.

Hon. Mr. RYAN ecalled attention to

the third paragraph, on the forty-third

page of the Annual Report of the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries, which was
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laid or the table of the Senate this ses-
sion by the hon. the Minister of Militia,
and which is as follows :—

“The English ship Turkish Empire, 1,502
tons registered tonnage, sailed from St. John,
N.B,, on the 6th March last, bound for Dublin,
with a cargo of deals. The ship had a heavy
list, and shortly after the tug left her it was
found szw was too tender to carry even a small
amounf of sail. An effort was then made to
return to port, but the ship would not answer
her helm, and drifted all night before a heavy
&ale of wind accompanied by snow, and struck
the next forenoon upon Big Duck Island,
Grand Manan, in the Bay of Fundy. After
striking, the ship commenced to break up, and
the gurvivors got to the shore on pieces of the
wreck, and were kindly cared for by the only
residents of the island, Mr. and Mrs. Smith.
By this casualty, seven lives were lost. The
Vessel was 23 years old and was classed A 1}
in the American Record. She was valued at
$30,000, and the cargo was valued $10,000,”
And inguired whether or not there is
an inspector of ontward-bound ships and
cargoes at the Port of St. John, New
Brunswick ; and, if so, from what au-
thority such officer receives his instruc-
tions, and to whom he is responsible for
the proper and eificient conduct of his
duties? He said : I call the attention of
the House to this paragraph to-day in
the interests of humanity. We have
here an account of a ship which was
wrecked just after she left port. For
this reason 1 consider that she must have
been, badly laden and nnseaworthy at
Starting, and the fact that seven lives
were lost in such a way appears to me to
call for the serious attention of the
House. The Turkish Empire, it appears,
left the Port of St. John with a heavy
list, and was in such a state that she
Wwas unable to carry sail after the tug
boat left her. She was in sight of St.
John, and might have returned if she had
been in a seaworthy condition. I may
observe that there is no mention in this
Paragraph of the name of the owner, or
of the master of the ship who was in
command of her, nov is it stated whether

e was one .of the seven who were
drowned. If his life was saved it ap-
Pears to me a very singular thing that
o inquiry was made into the
circumstances of the catastrophe. The
condition in which we send our ships
%o gea from our ports is a matter in which
the interests of the Dominion are largely
Involved. We know that in England
endeavors have heen made to rectify the

Hon. Mr. Ryau.
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shocking negligence which has hitherto
been prevalent in the equipping and send-
ing vessels to sea. Mr. Plimsoll, notably,
has distinguished himself by the inquir-
ies which he has made as to the state of
ships going to sea, and he has earned for
himself a great deal of credit for his ex-
ertions in establishing stringent regula-
tions for the proper fitting out of ships,
and thereby doing much towards saving
life and property. By my inquiry to-day
I wish to ascertain whether there is any
person at the Port of St. John to examine
vessels loading and going to sea, and, if
80, what is the nature of his instructions.
So far as can be seen from the report of
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, no
inquiry was made into the circumstances
of this shipwreck. In other instances of
wrecks, I find that enquiries were institut-
ed by order ot the Minister, and penalties
were inflicted by the Departruent on the
commanding officers. I think every gen-
tleman in this House will admit that this
was a case which demanded investigation,
and if the owner or master survived he
ought to have been punished for allowing
the vessel to go to sea in so wretched
condition. In the Port of Montreul there
is an inspector or port warden to examine
outward-bound vessels, and it was my
knowledge of how necessary such pre-
cautions were considered there that drew
my attention to the manner in which
this ship was allowed to go to sea. 1
shall read to the House the rule which
regulates the duties of the Port Warden
of Montreal. It wasnade at the sugges-
tion of the Board of Trade of Montreal,
and is as follows :—

« RuLk 21.—The master of any vessel wholly
or partly laden with grain for any port not
within the limits of inland navigation, shall,
before proceeding on his voyage, or clearing
at the Gustom House for the same, notify the
Port Warden, whose duty it shall then be to
proceed on board such vessel and examine
whether she is in a fit state 1o proceed to sea
or not ; if she is found unfit, the Port Warden
shall state in what particular, and on what
conditions only she will be deemed in a fit
state to leave, and shall notify the master not
to leave the port until the required conditions
have been fulfilled ; and in case of the master
refusing or neglecting to fulfil the same, the
Port Warden shall notify the Collector of Cus-
toms, in order that no clearance may be
granted for the vessel until such required
condition has been fulfilled, and a certificate
thereof granted by the Port Warden or his
deputy.”

6
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“ Turkish Empire.”

I may stite, however, that this rule|Europe, and it is the duty of the Customs

refers to vessels laden with grain.  The
Turkish Empire was laden with deals,
and, therefore, this rule would not apply
to her, even in the Port of Montreal,
but still T wish to learn whether there
are any port wardens or officers perform-
ing sumilar duties in the Port of St.
John, and, if so, from whon they reccive
their instructions, and what their regula-
tions, it any, are. It appears to me that
it will inure. greatly to the benefit of our
trade, and of our sea ports, if we make it
known to Europe, and Englanl more
especially, that we do not allow ships
to leave our ports unless they are rightly
equipped and loaded aud in seaworthy
condition. 1 do not know with whom
the fault may lie, or who is to blame in
the present case, and I do not bring the
matter up now inany spirit of fault-fina-
ing; but [ think that every member of
this House will admit that, where such
an accident as this could have heen so
eanily prevented, and where, almost in
sight of the port, seven lives were lost the
morning after the vessel sailed, it is a
case which calls for interference and in-
quiry on the part of the proper authori.
ties.

7/

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—My
hon. friend has called attention to a very
sad accident by which seven lives were
lost. The responsibility for it, however,
rests with the owner and captain of the
vessel and in no sense with the Govern-
ment or the authorities at St John. The
law makes no provision for the examina-
tion of any vessel gning to sea except in
two cases-—one where there is a deck
load, and the other when the cargo is
wholly or partially grain. The ZTurkish
Empire carried no deck load and was not
laden with grain, and her sailing could
not, therefure, have heen intertered with.
The loss of life was 30 sad that, on seving
the motion on the paper, I went to the
Marine and Fisheries Department and
obtained the following memorandum :-—

¢ There i3 no Government Inspector of out-
ward-bound ships and cargoes at the Port of
8t.John, New Brunswick. The Canadian Act
26th Vict. Chap. 56, provides that no vessel
sailing after the 18t ot October and before the
16th of March, shall carry any square or round
timber on deck, or any description of cargo to
any height exceeding three feet above the
deck, from any port in Canada to any port in

Hon. Mi. Ryan.

Officer to ascertain that this law is observed
before granting a clearance to the vessel.  If
the vessel, however, has no deck load at all,
no further inspection is necessary, and the
vessel may clear and go to sea without any
interference on the part of the Customs auth-
orities.

# In the case of the ship Zurkish Empire, she
was a three-decked vessel, and carried all her
cargo uader the upper deck. Conscquently,
the Customs anthorities did not require to
make any inspection of the vessel before clear-
ing, beyond ascertaining that all her cargo
was below deck.

“The vessel alluded to was registered in
London, England ; was 1.502 tonsregister ; was:
built in 1856, and was therefore twenty-three
yvears old at the time of hor loss. She had a
wooden bottom and frame top; rides of irom
plate, and she was loaded with deals, It ap-
pears the vessel was perfectly tight and well
stowed, and the pilot reports that when she
sailed she was & little by the head, a little ten-
der, and was in fair trim. The gale struck
her heavily. accompanied with thick snow, last-
ing in all about fifteen or twenty hours.  She
could carry but very little sail, as it blew a
perfect gale, and u fearful sea was running.
Consequently, the ship only drifted, and the
pilot saw, many hours before the accident, that
she must strike unless a change of wind and
weather took place.  The pilot was examined
before a Commiittee of the Board of Trade and
Pilotage authority of St. John, N.B., and was:
acquitted of all blame in the matter, and it
appears he behaved well. I understand she
was an old steamer, rebuilt and altered into a
sniling vessel.

# It does not appear that there was anybody
responsible, or to blame for the loss f the
vessel, and uo Government authorities had any
right to interfere with her sailing, or examine
iuto the question of her scaworthiness, as she
had no deck load.

“ In the case of grain-laden vessels sailing
from Moutreal, they are not allowed to proceed
to sea until the Port Warden has pronounced
them loaded according to law and seaworthy.

« Wy, Sutira,
“ Deputy Minister of Marine, etc.

“N.B.—No compiaint was made to the
Minister of Marine that the vessel was defec-
tive in any way, or unseaworthy, or unfit to
proceed to sea, under the 26th Section of the
Canadian Act, 36 Vict., Chap. 128,

« Department of Marine, etc.

“ Ottawa, 23rd February, 1880.”

So that it would seem that nobody was
to blame, so far as i1he Goivernment
authorities were concerned. Whether
or not the law should be changed, xo that
all vessels should be subject to exami-
nation before going to sen, is a matter
for consideration. 1 am not in a po-
sition to pronounce an opinion upon it.
But as the law now stands, there was no
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authority to interfere with the sailing of
this ahip.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—I am only sorry
that it ghould be so, and T think it
.hOOVeB the Government of the Do-
Minioa to change the law and appoint
Persons whase duty it shall be to inspect
8uch vessels. But there is a discrepancy
between the report of the Minister which
quoted aund the memorandum just
Dow read by the Minister of Militia.
e former states that the vessel had a
hﬂavy list,” and that she was found to
“too tender to carry even a small
‘&mount, of suil.” The memorandum says
t.hal; “she was a little by the head, a
little tender, and was in fair trim.” Now.

' she wus in' such a condi-
Yion ag is stated in the Minister’s
Teport, I think it was the duts

€ven of the pilot to have repotted it and
"_efused to take her to sea. I should

k'e also to know if the captain ot the
8lip was among the survivers?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—-

Y hon. friend did not give notice of
that question, and I did not get the
aformation.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—TIt is necessary to
oW that, because if he survived, in-

qQuiry ghould have been made and he
ould huve been punished,

Hoa. Mr. McCLELAN-- The captain
Was drowned.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—I find that in the
9382 of the iron steamship Virginia and
.he Iron steamer Quebec, inquiries were
stituted by Government. In the lacter,

€ captuin had his certificate of com-
Potency suspended for thres months. 1

nk that un inquiry might have been

Made in this case also. The pilot de-

8erved vensure for having saken a ship o
1n 80 unseaworthy a coudition.

SENATOR FABRE'S MISSION.
INQUIRY AND' MOTION.
Hon, Mr. BUREAU (in the absence

o . .
f Hon.' M. THIBAUDEAU) inquired :—

8!::: what capacity Senator Fabre is now en-
he a In Paris? Under what authority was
Mggolntd a representative of Canada in

Hon. Sir Aleg, Cumpbell.

5

24, 1880.] Alission. 83

Hon. Sir. ALEX. CAMPBELL—
The hon. gentleman whose name has
been mentioned was not appointed a re-
presentative of Canada. I will put the
House in possession of the facts: Mr.
Fabre was about to pay a visit to Paris
at the time when negotiations were
going on between the representatives of
the Canadiann Government there, Sir.
Alexander Galt and Col. Bernard, and the
French Government, having for their
object the obtaining of such a redictinn
in the duties on Canadian shipping going
into France, to be compensated for by a
veduction upon products of France com-
ing into Canada, as would tend to im-
prove the cowmercial relations between:
this country and France, We thought,
fiom Mrv. Fatre’s long restdence i
France, and froin bis intimate knowledge
of that country, and of its leading public

men, it might be useful to us te
obwain  the  assistance  which |e
could render to our representatives
in  mastering the details of these

matters and compiling such information
and papers as might be valaabls for Sis’
Alexander Galt and Col. Bernard in ¢owe
ducring their negotiations. He wan,
therefore, requested to render to Canada
this service, and it was intimated to him
that his expenses would be paid for so
doing. He stands in no other relation to
the Government of Canada than thas
which T have described. It wasintimated
to him that, as he occupied a seat in this
House, no remuneration could be given
to him.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU (in the absence
of Hon. Mr. THIBAUDEAU) moved :—

“ That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor General. pray.
ing that Hix Kxcellency will cause to be laid
before this House copies of all correspondence
between any Department of the Government
of (Canads and Senator Fabre, together with
the amount of compensation paiv him for
travelling and other expenses up to the
prescnt time.”

He said: 1 have only a few remarks to
offer upon this subject. I seo that,
among the unforeseen expenses, the snm
of $500 was paid fora confidential report.
furnished by Senator Fabre; that another
sum of $500 was paid for hig travelling
expenses, and that a third item of $500
was paid to Senator Fabre’s agent, mak-
ing altogether $1,500. I canonly express
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the sentiments of my hon. fiiend (Mr.
“Thibaudeau) in saying that it seetns to us
wery extraordinary that a member of this
House should be engaged in such a way,
and that he should bs absent from the
Seunate while it is in session. I suppose
210 opposition will be made to giving the
tlouse the documents asked for. We are
deeply interested in having a treaty of
commerce with France, and we learn
through the newspapers that the duty of
forty francs per ton on Canadian shipping
has been reduced to the same rate as is
charged upon English vessels, viz: two
francs per ton.

~—

Hon. Mr. DICKEY-—Perhaps the
leader of the Government will be able to
tell us whether he can confirm the very
pleasing intelligence which the hon.
gentlemnan has referred to, and whieh we
have all vead in the newspapers—that the
«luty on Canadian vessels has been
rednced to two francs per ton ?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
With reference to the remark which
fell from the hon. Senator from DeLori-
mier as to the employmert of a
member of this House upon such
. mission as has been alluded to,,
I can see no objection to it. It is
10t an unusual thing to ask a member of
Parliament to undertake a public duty
.of this kind, or, at all events, a similar
:kind. The opportunities which members
«f this House have of serving their
country in such a way are sutliciently
limited, and I do not see that we, of all
people, should try to diminish those op-
portunities.  Suppose Mr. Fabre° had
been a2 member ot the House of Coinmons
instead of being a member of the Senate,
there would have been no ohjeotion to em-
ploying him in this way. We had here,
tor instance, since last summer,
4wo members of the English Parliament
who were visiting this eountry as inem-
bers of & Royul Commission on the
Xnglish  agricultural  interests.  Of
course, their expenses were paid by the
British Government, and no objection
avas taken in the Tmperial Parliament,
and there is no objection to it in principle.
Mr. Fabre's absence from the Nenate is
controlled only by statute and his own
gense of his duty in this House. T do
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not feel that we need to be more careful
Hon. Mr. Bureau.

in Ireland.

about such subjects than he himself is.
With reference to the suggestion made
by my hon. friend, as to the probable re-
sult of our efforts in France to secure a
reduction of the duties on Canadian
shipping, T have no special information

to give. When thesc negotiations
were firet being carried omn, it
was with a  view to seeuring

a reduction of the duties upon Canadian
shipping, and they had reached such a
stage last year as to have obtained the
informal assent of the Irench Govern-
ment, and' the proposed reduction
was presented by them to the
Chamber of Deputiea. The matter was
there postponed with the view to having
a general revision ,of the commercial
treaties of France on the same subject
with other countries. ~We have mnot
heard, except through newspaper reports,
of progress made in the enlarged nego-
tiations, and I am not able to give
my hon. friend any specific information
on the subject. There is no objection to
the address.

The motion was agreed to.

'the House adjourned at 3.45 p.an.

THE SENATE.
Wednesday, February 25th, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

After routine proceedings, there being
no notices on the order paper, the House
was adjourned during pleasure, and
shortly afterwards resumed.

THE DISTRESS IN IRELAND.

A MESSAGE TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
ADOPTED.

The following Message was received
from the House of Commons : —

« May 1t Preass Your Exceriency:

« We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the Commons of Canada, in Parliament
agsembled, beg leave to approach Your Excel-
lency with the expression of our deep sympa-
thy on behalf of our fellow-subjects ih Ireland,
who, on account of the failure of the crops,
and the prevailing destitution amongst the
laboring classes in that part of the United
Kingdom, have been subjected to grievous
want and destitution,
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“We Lave, upon the invitation of Your
RXCellency, cordially and unanimously con-
¢urred in a proposal to grant to Her Majesty
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars for
the relief of the present great distress in
Il‘ela.nd; We pray Your Excellency to cause
the igsue of this amount out of the Consoli-
dated Fund for this purpose; and we assure

our Kxcellency that we will hereafter cheer-
fully agree to the necessary propositions for
’:ak’ing good this apprapriation, aecording to

W

Hon.Sir ALEX.CAMPBELL—In the
reply to the Speech from the Throne, the
House willingly pledged itself to give its

8t gonsiderasion to the paragraph which
Suggested that some material assistance
should Le sent to our suffering fellow-
Subjects in Ireland. The sum which has
been voted in the other branch of the
gislature will, I think, in the opinion
of hon, members of this House, fairly
meet the claims of the destitute there,
upon our consideration, as the circum-
Stances of the Dominion will permit.
Ome criticism has been indulged in else-
Where with reference to this point, but I
think it will bLe generally held that the
overnment lias fixed on what our
®ountrymen in Quebec call the ¢ juste
Milieu ” in the matter. With regard to
the disposition of the money, it has been
thonght best by the Government to place
1t in the hands of the Secretary of State
Or the Colonies, who is better informed
than we can be in this country as to the
€3t means by which our succour can
Yeach the destitute, for which itis in-
tended. Suggestions have reached us
rom Treland on this point, and replies
ve been sent to those who have made
them that their suggestions will be trans-
mitted to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies and will, no doubt, assist him
n deciding as to the application of our
ald. T am quite sure that 1 need not say
another word to press upon the House
s assent, to this address to His Exeel-
lency. I therefore move, scconded by
the Hon. Mr. Scott, that this House con-
turs in the address.

Hen. Mr. SCOTT—T eordially endorse
the action of the Governmentin the step
‘!ley have taken on the present occa-
Slon, and I should not be disposed to

18approve had th= amount appropriated
cen larger. However, it is a fair con-
tribution, aided, as it will be, largely by
Private subscriptions from all parts of
Message.
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the Dormninion, and aided also, 1 an glad
to observe, by the grant from Ontario.
I notice that $20,000 has been voted by
the Provincial Legislature for a similar
purpose. I also acquiesce in the opinion
expressed by the leader of the Govern-
ment, that it is proper to send the money
to the Colonial Secretary. There is a
good deal of discussion in the papers as
to the best means of reaching the dis-
tressed people in Ireland. I am inclined
to think that a good deal of that criticism.
has been uncalled for. I cannet believe
that any body of persons acting upon any
of the relief committees could prostitute
their positions to the base purposes as-
cribed to them. Under all the circum-
stances I think that the Government
have adopted the best channel, and that
their course will remove any manner of
doubt as to how this aid from Canada
will be distributed. I myself have con-
fidence in the several committees
that have been organized in Ireland.
Through either the Mansion }1{ouse Com-
mittee or that presided over by the
Duchess of Marlborough, or through the-
medium of the Catholic hierarchy, the
contributions will be sure to reach the
sufferers, and by the channel now pro-
posed the contribution will ultimately
reach one of those mediums of distribu-
tion.

Hen. Mr. ALEXANDER—T am
sure that there will not be any dissenti-nt
voice, in this House, in adopting the
resolution under consideration. We all
deplore the distress which exists in
Ireland, and all approve of the voting of
this amount, and the transmitting of it in
the manner proposed to Kngland.
While making this remark, I desire to

throw out a suggestion in con-
nection with the subject. We are
now entering on a very large ex-
penditure in British Columbia for

the construction of a railway from
New Westminster to Kamloops, and we
are all aware that there is a very great
difficulty in obtaining suitable laborers
for that work. We cannot forget that,
while entering upon that large expendi-
ture to fulfil our engagements to British
Columbia, it will be of the utmost mo-
ment that we try to throw into that
country a large population to use such
public works and develop that beautiful
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and healthful region. And I am sure ' ence to the erection of the Penitentiary
that some scheme might he inaugurated . at Dorchester, N.B.,, T am inclined to
by the Govarnment and the contractors, | think, althongh it is too late now to
both sharing the responsibility and ex-: raise the question, that a very improper
peuse, whereby hardy, sober and indus- place was chosen. Private interests
trious men and families might ve induced rather than the convenience of the public
0 migrate, with the certainty of getting | were considered. It is well known by
employment upon such public works and | members from the Maritime Provinces
a grant of land at the termination of aithat the Government possessed land
certain period. The expense of their enough at the historic site of the old Cum-
transport from the old world would be | beiland fort. It is situated contizuous
borne by the Government audcontractnrs‘to the railway, and there is a good
conjointly, upon a similar principle } supply of water there,and the impression
adopted to bring the Mennonites from ' was that it would have been selected.
Southern Russia Yo Manitoba. It could Ifit had been, a considerable s1m of
be stipulated that they wonld receive | money would have bleen saved in the
certain  wages for their labor, out of | purchase of a site, but it is now too iate
which a certain per centage would be | to talk of it. The building is now in
appropriated to recoup the money ad-|course of constructim, and the time for
vanced. In this manner we shouldits completion has long since pussed.
secure the construction of the railway | The existing penitentiaries are so
and the settlement of the country. If|crowded with prisoners that, last season,
we proceed to construct that railway !some thirty-five convicts had to be taken
without adopting some such means, we|from Charlottetown and Halifax at a
shall be loading the older Provinces with | large expense. The building, as 1 are
debt and not secure a corresponding in- | told, has proved a failur.: in somerespects.
crease of population, trade and revenue. | One of the principal reasons for selecting
I humbly submit this suggestion for the | the present location was that there was

consideration of the Government. an abundant supply of stone there, but
Ths address was agreed to. no sovner was the quarry opened than it
The House adjourned at 3.30 p.m. was discovered to be deficient in quality,

and stone had to be brought from a long
distance. It was said also that the
water supply was good. I am tuld that
THE SENATE. so far from that being the case, the
, ., R building was located first, and then the
Thursday, February 2Gth, 1880. | 145keq %or water ; and ths:t, atter having’
The Speaker took the chair at three|spent a large sum in sinking wells, the

o’clock. supply was found insufficient, snd the
delay in the completion of the building

DORCHESTER PENITENTIARY. has been caused by the necessity of bring-
MOTION FOR RETURN, AND INQUIRY. |iBg Water from a considerable distance at

] . a very large expense. In view of
Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE moved:— | t}05¢ facts, 1L am desirous of seeing what

H“ ’ghut]zlm hunlxbhé AddressGbe presented to | the expenditures have been on that strue-
is Excellency the Governor-General, praying ime.
that His Excellency will cause m’ be laid ture up to the present tim

before this House a detailed statement of the .
expenditure to 31st December, 1879, on the Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —I

new Penitentiary at Dorchester, New Bruns- | #m unable to follow my hon. friend into
wick, dinclu.(:;lng thet' pmt'cha:ethof agié?t‘ anﬁ the discussinrn as to the choice of the
grounds, with an estimate of the additional | gite for the Penitentiary, or into the dif-
sum required for its completion. ficulties which have iccurred in con-
He said : Tt is well known that when |structing the builling or supplying it
Confederation took place it became | with water, but I will take an early
necessary that new penitentiaries should | opportunity of bringing the remarks
be established for the use of the Maritime | which he has made under the notice of
I’rovgnces, a3 the accommodations then | the Minister of Public Works, and if ¥
in existenco were inadequate. In refer-|see any advantage in it, or can give my

on. Mr. Alexander.
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hon.‘ friend any satisfaction in so doing,
will bring the matter again before the
ouse,

The motion was agreed to.

'Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE —When
Will the new Penitentiury at Dorchester
ready for use!

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL -

e Min'ster of Public Works antici-
Pates that the Penitentiary will be opened
ahout, the middle of June.

WINTER COMMUNICATION WITH
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

MOTTON FOR A RETURN.
Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE moved :—

“That an humble Address be presented to
18 Excellency the Governor-General, praying
At His Excellency will cause to be laid be-
OTe this House, copies of all correspondence,
egrams, reports and memorials received by
¢ Government during twelve months pre-
Ceding April 17th, 1879, having reference to
‘tﬁﬂll} communication in winter between the
Yovince of Prince Edward Island and the
Wainland.”
He said: I have frequently addressed
the House upon this subject, and I do
Rot think it is necessary to go into it at
any great length on this occasion, more
®Specially as the papers for which I
a8k were moved for by my hon. col-
leiﬁlgue

° (Mr. Montgomery) last ses
Slon. They are principally a re-
Port upon the question of build-

g branch lines to conmeci the Prince
“ward Island Railway with the Straits
of Northumberland at Cape Traverse,
and to connect the Intercolonial Rail-
Way with the Straits of Northumberland
8t Cape Tormentine, and also on the
Practicability of building  snitable
Wharves at those two capes, at which
4ny winter steamer employed as a
ferry might lie with safety when
Decessary. On those questions a report
1838 been made to the Department by a
il engineer named Cunningham, and
At wag prtly to obtain that report and a
Memorial addressed to the Minister of

ublic Works, last session, hy most of
the representatives of Prince Edward
Island, that I mske this wotion. As

08¢ papers are not voluminous, and as
they were asked for last session, I hope
that the Government will not make a

Hon. Sir Alexander Campbell.
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leng delay in bringing them down, more
especially as it may become necessary,
Jater in the session, to take further action
in the matter.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—-
The papers which were dsked for last
session were prepared, I think, dur-
ing the recess, and can be brought
down at an carly day; and the other
papers referred to can, I think, be pre-
pared in a short time. I hope in a few
duys to be able to lay the papers before
the House. There is no objection to the
pas<age of the address.

The motion was agreed to.

THE PRINTING OF PARLIAMENT.
SECOND REPORT ADOPTED.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the
adcptiontof the second report of the
Comnmittee on Printing. He explained
that it was one of the ordinary reports,
recommending that certain documents be
printed. ‘

The motion was agreed to.

The House adjourned at 3.25 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Friday, February 27th, 1856.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.
SECOND AND THIRD REPORTS ADOPTED.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL presented the
second report of the Committee on Stand-
ing Orders and Private Bills, recom-
mending the suspension of the 51st Raule.

The report was adopted, and, on motion,
the rule was suspended.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL presented the
tbird report of the Committee on Stand-
ing Orders and Private Bills, 'recom-
mending that the time for presenting
petitions for Private Bills be extended.

The report was adopted.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Hon. Mr. LEWIN introduced a Bill
entitled “ An Act respecting the presi-
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dent, directors and company of the Bank
of New Brunswick.”

The Bill was read the first time.

THE ACCIDENT TO THE VICE-REGAL
* PARTY.

ADDRESS ADOPTED.

The Order of the Day having been
called,

«That an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General of congratu-
lation on the happy escape of Her Royal
Highness and himself from the accident of
the 14th instant,”

AN

Hon. Sir. ALEX. CAMPBELL said :
The accident which happened to His
Excellency and Her Royal Highness the
Princess Lonis2, on the evening of Sat-
urday, the 14th, will be fresh in the
memory of all those who hear me. With
the gracious kindness which distinguishes
her, Her Royal Highness was coming
iuto town, to hold a drawing room in this
Chambet, rather than put the many hun-
dreds who desired to pay their respects
to her to the inconvenience of going out to

tovernment House, and, as the result
shewed, exposed herself to a peril which,
had she not been so infinitely considerate
of the convenience of others, would not
have happened. The details of the acci-
dent, and the story of the extreme danger
in which Her Royal Highness and His
Excellency were placed were given with
substantial accuracy in the accounts which
reached the public through the news-
papers on Monday morning. A ter-
rible calamity had been averted
by the prompt and courageous assistance
rendered by Mr. Bagot, of His Excellen-
cy’s staff, who succceded in that most
difficult task of checking a pair of runa-
way horses, by seizing the bridle rein of
one of themt. The sleigh had been dragged
on its side for four hundred yards, and,
in a moment more, wculd have been upon
the bridge which traverses the Rideau
River, with greatly increased danger to
ity illustrious occupants. Happily, Her
Royal Highness, although much bruised
and cut, was not dangevously hurt ; and
her first impulse, as we are informed, was
again to forget herself and her own con-
venience, and, in the midst of her suffer-
ing, to resume her journey to town and
save those who were waiting her arrival
here from the disappointment which

Hon. Mr. Lewin.
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Vice- Regal Party.

would be felt at the postponement
of the drawing room. DMore prudent
counsels prevailed, and the throng which
had assembled in this Chamber to pay
homage to Her Rcyal Highness dis-
persed full of anxiety as to what the
morrow might tell of the effects of the
accident. But the bulletins of Sunday
and of Monday were reassuring, and the
Cabinet, after consideration, resolved not
to propose any address of condolence on
the accident lest they might increase the
alarm and anxiety telt here and in Eng-
land, aad in the hopes, now happily in
part realized, that a few days might so
restore Her Royal Highness as to enable
both Houses of Parliament to address
His Excellency in the langnage of con-
gratulation. - Her Royal Highness is.
still, it is understood, suffering a good
deal of pain, and not yet able
to leave her room, but day by day
strength and health are returning to her,
and I am sure that 1 but give expression.
to the feelings of every member of this.
House when I say that our’fervent hope
and prayer is that we may soon again
enjoy the honor of having her gracious
presence in the capital. It is to give
expression to these feelings that I pro-
pose for your adoption the address to
His Excellency of which I have given
notice, and [ amhappy tobesecondedinmy
motion by the hon. gentleman who leads
Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition in this
House, and who has gladly promised me
his assistance. 'lhe address is in these
words :—

«To Hrs ExcELLENCY, &c.
“ MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :

“We, Her Majesty's faithful subjects, the
Senate ot Canada, in Parliament assembled,
desire to approach you with our heatty con-
gratulations on the escape of Her Royal High-
ness the Princess Louise and yourself from the
serious danger occasioned by the untoward
accident which happened to you on the 14th
inst.

« Unwilling to increase the general alarm
occasioned by the news of the injuries received
by Her Royal Highness, we have forborne to
address Your Excellency until, in the provi-
dence of God, we are happily permitted to do
so in language of congratulation.

« Her Royal Highness’ life and health are
dear to the Canadian people, and the intelli-
gence of the danger in which ske had been
placed, and of her narrow escape, was every-
where received with profound interest and
sympathy. We but give utterance to the
feeling of the country when we assure Your
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EXC?llency of the deep gratitude with which
he Intelligence of her gradual recovery is day
'Y day received, and we carnestly trust that

er Royal Highness may shortly be restored
0 her wonted health and strength, and will
hereafter only suffer the memory of the acci-
@ent to recall to her the universal joy which
1ails her recovery.”

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—In seconding the
address of congratnlation to His Excel-
lency the Gg)vemor-General and to Her

oyal Highness on their providential
®8cape from what might have been a
very serious accident, I have little to add
to the earnest and expressive language of
the address. The deepest sympathy was
Manifested over the whole Dominion
When the accident occurred, and when it
Was ascertained that the consequences
Were not so grave as at first it was
feared, a grateful sense of relief was ap-
Darent in every ssction of the country.
As the daughter of Her Most Gracious
Majesty, Her Royal Highness isan object
of special interest to the Canadian people,

ut apart altogether from her royal lin-
eage she i honored and respected for her
Own worth. She is recognized as the
Patroness of art, and it is well known
that ghe takes a deep interest in the
educational and benevolent institutions
of this country, as she had previously
one in England. It is, therefore, only
Datural that the people of Canada should
ave exhibited an especial pride in her

mporary residence among them, and
We all hope that her perfect recovery
Mmay be speedy, and that the remainder
of her stay in Canada may be pleasant
and agreeable, and, when leaving, that
She may carry back to her native home
06 most agreeable reminiscences of her
ife among the Canadian people.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—After the admir-
able speeches of the leader of the Gov-
ernment and the leader of the Opposition,
1t nay seem presumptious to attempt to
add anything to what has already been so
Well said on the subject of the resolution

efore the House, but I cannot deny
Wyself the pleasure of at least saying

OW heartily I concur, and how heartily
the people in my own part of Ontario will
concur, in common with all their fellow-
Subjects throughout the Dominion, in
every word of sympathy and congratula-
tion whicl has fallen from the lips of the
Tmover and seconder of the resolution on

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.
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the escape of His Excellency and Her
Royal Highness. The resolution and
the address which it proposes for our
adoption will convey no mere formal ex-
pression of the feelings of the pepple of
this country on the providential escape
of His Excellency and Her Royal High-
ness. When the more serious nature of
the injuries received by Her Royal
Highness first became known, the uni-
versal feeling was one of deep anxiety
and alarmn, such as we experience when
an accident has befallen some one very
near to us—some one in whom we have
the strongess personal interest. How,
indeed, could it be otherwise, hon. gen-
tlemen, in the case of one who has
endeared herself to all with whom she-
has ever had any personal intercourse,
and to whom we are all bound by the
strongest ties of affectionate loyalty. The
country will 1ejoice to hear from day to
day of Her Royal Highness’ progress
towards complete recovery, and I am
sure, hon. gentlemen, that the universal
hope will be that no ill effects may re-
main of the perilous accident from which
His Excellency and Her Royal Highness
have in great measure so happily es-
caped, and that on looking back here-
after to their sojourn among us it may
only be remembered as associated with
the expressions of loyal and affectionate
sympathy which it has called forth from
every part of the Domunion.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I feel confident
that the resolution just presented in
fitting terms by the hon. leader of the
Government will receive the cordial and
unanimous approval of the Ilouse. We
all remember well the thrill of horror
produced by the untoward accident to.
His Excellency the Governor-General
and Her Royal Highness the Princess.
Louise, and it is not too much to say
that ‘a feeling of velief, when it was
ascertained that the result was mnot
likely to prove futal, filled the hearts of
our population generally, from the
Atluntic to the Pacific, and extended
even to the mother land as well as to
our cousins across the border. By her
urbanity, her courteous manner, and the
interest she has ever evinced in the wel-
fare of Cinada, Her Royal Highness
has become endeared to its people, who
await, even now, with some anxiety, news
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of her slow recovery from a great peril.
That she may soon be restored to health
and strength I sincerely truss, for,
whether sick or well, she cavries with her
the sympathy and affection of every true
Canadian,  Coming as I do from a Pro-
viuce where His Excellency aund Her
Royal Highness first set their feet upon
the shores of the Dowminion, I eannot
refrain from giving expression to my
feelings while this fitting tribute of our
respectful sympathy is being presented
to them, aud I need only wld that I
trust my feeble utterances. however im-
perfectly expressed, aftec the adwirable
addresses that we have had frowm others,
fa.ibhfullkr reflect  vour opinions, and will
find an echo in the breast of every mem-
ber of the Senate of Canada. :

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER — This
motion is introduced at a very proper
moment,  What a privilege and happi-
ness to be in our position, us th» people’s
representalives, to offer to Their Kxcel-
Jencies expressions of congratulation
that there were not more serious results
from the late untoward accident, which
all so much deplored.  The public wind
has bedn greatly relieved to learn that
Her Royal Highness, who was the great-
est sufferer, wili now, happily, soon be
restored. The circumstances under which
we discuss this motion justify me in
«claiming the kind indulgence of the
House to make one or two observations.
This is not a mere couventional formal
address, but is meant to evidence the
devotion which is felt to the family of
-our Sovereign Queen, and to evidence
especially the just appreciation by our
people of those high qualities and virtues
possessed by that member of Her
Majesty’s family now in our midst. The
people of this Dowminion very truly feel
and say that their lot has been cast in a
happy land—with all the blessings of
free constitutional government—with
the entire control of all our affairs—with
the advantages we enjoy under the shield
of the old flag-—with the honest pride
felt. that we are an integral part of the
Empire, and no class of our people un-
dervalues the cousideration shewn to us
in sending to represent our Sovereign
here, ascion of one of the oldest families
of Scotland—a naine replete with
historic  meinories. If our people

Lon. Mr. Dickey.
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are glad to honor nobility of
natwre and purpose, when manifested
in the hamlet, 1 am sure it will be not
less valued and appreciated when such
qualities reign prominently in the Vice-
Regal civele. T am sure that the people
of this Dominion value the elevating
influence of those placed high in authority
over us at this moment, whose pleasure
and delight is to be ever douing good and
promoting the happiness of all around
them. Itis surely in lamentable taste
that a leading Toronto organ should, at
this moment, employ itselt in retailing,
second-hand, from a New Yok paprr, a
rumor, which has no foundation, that
Her Royal Highness may not he long
amongst us. We trust that the leading
organs will remember always that they
may, by want of judgment and proper
feeling, inflict more or less injury upon
this country just by the thoaghtless
production of such articles as that to
which I refer, and they arc not doing
justice to the people of ihis Dominion,
whose seutiments they profess to repre-
sent.

Hon. Mr. SUTHERLAND-—I do not
rise with the expectation of adding any
more weight to the address we have just
heard read to us, but coming from a dis-
tant provinee, where the people have not
as yet had an opportunity of seeing the
Vice Regal party, T think it is but
proper for me to say that, since the
accident has happened, I have had
several letters from Manitoba, many of
which were from prominent men, all
expressing very great anxiety with regard
to the accident that happened to Her
Royal Highness and the Governor-Gen-
eral. I merely rise to give expression
to these facts to shew that our people,
thugh in a distant part of the Dominion,
also feel a very great amouat ot loyal
sympathy in this matter. I most
heartily concur in the address.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE — Thoungh
many appropriate remarks have already
been made on this subject, T feel it to be
my duty, nuder the circuinstances, in the
name of the Province of Quebec, to say
that the announcement of the sad acci-
dent which occurred to His Excellency
the Governor-General and Her Royal
Highness the Princess Louise, two weeks
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#80, has been received with very great
™gret and intense interest ; so much so
4at. in almost every letter which I have
Teoeived from that Province since the
event  occurred, the question has
M put to me: ‘ How is our good
P""lcess, the daughter of our beloved
Ween 3" T heartily concur in all that
48 been said by the hon. gentlemen who
“ve preceded me, and I support the
& ‘h‘esslwibh the greatest pleasurve.
'he motion was agreed to.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —I
Move that the said address be engrossed
and signed by the Speaker in behalf of

18 Hoyge.

The motion was agreed to.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—I
Move that a message be sent to the House
of Commons, by one of the Masters in

lancery, to acqnaint them that the

Rate have passed this address, to which

©y desire their concurrence.

The motion was agree | to.

he House adjourned at 3.50 p.w.

THE SENATE.
Monday, March 1st, 1880.

, The Speaker took the Chair at Three
9'clock,

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE GALOP RAPIDS.
INQUIRY,
Hon. Mr. BROUSE inquired :—

**Is it tho intention of the Government to
fi'“c?:ed with the removal of the rock obstrac-
oD in the Galop Rapids of the St. Lawrence,
if 80, when will the work be commenced 7"

H_e said: I have given notice of
Motion for lan inquiry merely, but I be-
'6ve certain latitude is always allowed in
“18 House that remarks may be made
" putting the question. The Galop
Pids are situated in the St. Lawrence,
20out seven miles east of the town of
escott. These rapids are of great im-
Portance in their relation to the com-
Tuercial interests of the country, as they
r the same relation to the River St.
Wrence as the sill of a lock does to
Hon, My. Bellerose.
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the canal. 'The obstructions at the
Galop Rapi's consist of three bars ex-
tending across the river from the north-
ern shore to the American [sland on the
south. Each bar in itself forms an ob-
struction in the shape of a flat rock.
On these bars there is a deptu of

water from ten to twelve feet,
aecording to the season of the
year and the winds that may
prevail. Vessels, after passing safely

over these bars, ate able to proceed on
their jouiney down the river to the
city of Montreal. The bars are each
fromn one hundred to three hurdred ‘feet
in width, and they are the first obstruc-
tion to vessels descending the river. In
low water, vessels frequently strike on
these bars, and were it not for the fact
that the rocks are flat and shelving, many
vessels would be destroyed ; as it is,
geveral have been injured. The Govern-
ment have made an effort to remove this
obstruction. For that purpose a chain
tug was coustructed, in order to blast
ovt the rock through the bars to a
width of three hundred feet. The water
drops immediately at the foot of these
bars, and the intention was to blast on
the bars, where the current has a
momentum of about eleven miles an
hour, and drag the broken rock into the
deep water below. Thisimportant work
has failed, T believe, in cousequence of
the parties who undertook the job. The
contract was given to certain parties
named Davis, who failed to pro-
ceed with it, and it was sub-let to
another party. A further obstruc-
tion was found about a mile west
of the head of the Galop Rapids, and
it was supposed, a few years ago,
that two or threce hundred yards in
length of rock would have to be re-
moved in order to improve the naviga-
tion of the river. A survey of the
place was* made by Mr. Rubidge, pro-
bubly one of the best qualified engineers
in the country, from experience, to make
a survey of the kind, and it was found
by that gentleman that it would not
require an expenditure of one or two
millions of dollars to remove the amount
of rock necessary to improve the naviga-
tion there, as was formerly supposed,
and render it safe for vessels. How-
‘ever, this expenditure was rendered

unnecessary by Mr. Rubidge’s discovery
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of a new channel on the Awmerican side
of the river with sufficient depth of
water for navigation purposes. What I
desire to ascertain from the Government
is, whether they are prepared to proseed
with the work at the Galop during the
coming season, and if so, what is the
name of the contractor? 1 might en-
large upon the navigation of the St.
Lawrence, but it is not necessary in con-
nection with this question.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —1TIt
is the intention of the Government
to proceed with the work at the
Galop Rapids, and it will be resumed
early in the spring. I am not aware of
the name ot the contractor. My hon.
friend did not give notice that he wished
to know the name of the contractor, and
I am not prepared to give it.

Hon. Mr. HOPE—Will the hon.
leader of the Government be good
enough to inform us what the depth of
the channel will be after the improve-
ments are made ?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL--
That I am not able to say either,
as the question was not included in
the notice, but I shall ascertain, and
will inform the hon. gentleman to-
morrow what depth it is desirable to
obtain there.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—ASs the hon. the
Minister of Militia intends seeking in-
formation on this subject, I think it would
be very desirable if he made further in-
quiries with a view to ascertaining and
removing other obstructions which exist
in the River St. Lawrence below the
place which my hon. friend from Pres-
cott mentions, to see if other portions of
the river could not be improved also.

, Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
I shall be very glad to give all the
information that is required.

Hon. Mr. HOPE—There are the
Long Sault Rapids, the Cedars Rapids
and the Cascades. These obstructions
were all reported upon, and im-
provements were recommended by
eminent engineers, over twenty years
ago. The Canal Commissioners, in 1870,

Ion. Mr. Drouse.
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recommended that these obstructions
should be removed, and T am surprised
that the improvements have not been
proceeded with before this.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBEIL —1
will obtain the information asked for,
and shall take occasion to mention it
tc the House.

THE PUBLIC PRINTING.
MOTION FOR AN INVESTIGATION.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS moved :—

“ That the Select Standing Committee of
this House, on the Printing, be instructed to
urge on the Joint Committee of both Houses
on that subject, the necessity of making rigid
inquiry into all the circumstances connected
with the opening of tenders for the Parliamen-
tary Printing, and the withdrawal of any
tenders ; and also with the award of the con-
tract for such Printing, made during the last
Session—with instructions also to inquire
and report on the Dbest means of preventing
any irregular pr improper practices with
respect to the granting of such contracts,”

He said : This motion grows out of the
course pursued by parties who tendered
for the parliamentary printing last
session. Members of the House are, I
presume, more or less aware of the cir-
cumstances in connection with the
withdrawal of those tenders. The matter
was prominently brought before the
public, in a recent trial at Toronto, and
has been criticised by the press of the
country. The Printing Committee being
composed of members of both Houses, .I
thought it desirable, for the sake of
uniformity, that a motion of this kind
should be brought before the Senate,
inasmuch as a similar course has been _
pursued in the House of Commous.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—I expect-
ed that my hon. friend from Bowman-
ville (Mr. Simpson), who is Chairman of
the Printing Committee, would not allow
this motion to pass without making some
explanations. It is very proper that this
subject, which has occupied so much
space in the press of the country, should
be investigated. Allegations have been
made that there were irrezularities in
the letting of the contract for the Par-
liamentary printing. I am led to be-
lieve, and 1 think it is but proper I
should take this opportunity of stating
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that, although there may have been
Irregularities, therc has buen a great
eal of misrepresentation with regard to
this subject. I am informed, further, by
those who are prepared to give reliable
Information, that the work is being done
Or a very much less sum than under
Any contract that has been let for the
Same  work  since  Confederation.
It is true that the manner in which
some of t!osé who tendered—especially
Men who could not possible carry out
the contract—-withdrew under civenm-
Stances which enabled a certain portion
of the press to dwell on the matter, and
Tuake it appear that there was a great
deal of jrregularity and corruption in
the case. Tam credibly informed that
Lo loss has been sustained by the coun-
try ; and, also, that the contractor who
1ad the work before the present firm,
and who received for it $15,000 more
than they did, failed. I am further in-
formed that the present contractors, in
tuking the work at the sum for which it
‘Wag awarded, were only able to do
S0 because they had the plant
on hand. When the committee
kuow that the country has not suffered,
I think it is their duty to prevent mis-
Yepresentation from going forth in this
Yespect. The factz are perfectly well
“Anown to a number of members of both
H.Ouses, and { was hoping that my hon.
friend from Bowmanville would have ex-
‘Plained the matter. Iam sure that he
Will corroborate what I have stated, that
the country is getting the work done now
for $20,000 or $30,000 less than under
any other contract which has been
awarded since Confederation, and is
being done at a rate which gives no rea-
Sonable expectation that they will have
any profit out of the work.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON—TI did not rise

to explain, because I did not consider

this the proper time to discuss the

Matter. 'The committee has already

‘Commenced an investigation. We con-
cluded last Friday, before my hon. friend

Moved in the matter, to appoint some of

our most experienced members to report

the facts, and we have them all prepared

‘and printed. I agree with my hon.
friend from Woodstock (Mr. Alexander)

-that the country has not suffered any in
~Consequence of some very disgraceful

Hon. Mr, Alexander.
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transactions which occurred in connec-
tion with this contract. The present
contractors are doing the work this year
at about 6 per cent. less than it was done
under the contract of 1874. We have
on the Printing Committee eight or nine
practical printers, and they supposed
that the printing could not be done for
less than the rates of that contract. The
reason why the contractors were led to
pay large suins to secure the work at a
lower rate is, that they had sixty or
seventy thousand «dollars’ worth of plant
on hand, which would be comparatively
valueless if they failed to get the contract.
The work is being done now at such
rates that in case there should be any
material advance in printers’ wages, the
contractors must lose money. ‘The com-
mittee knew nothing of these irregular-

ities; if we had, we would have
taken a dilferent course. We were
so satisfied with the manner 1in

which these parties had done their
work that, after working out the
different tenders, and seeing the saving
that could bLe effected, we were anxious
to award them the contract. We saw
that it was impossible for many of the
parties who tendered to do the work.
They had neither the plant nor capital
necessary. They withdrew, and the
contract was awarded to the present con-
tractors. However, you will have the
whole matter before you again, and I
shall merely state now that the country
has not lost one cent by the irregularities
complained of.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU—This is not the
proper time to enter into the merits of
the case. The motion before us is to
instruct the committee to enquire into a
certain matter. I merely wish to draw
the attention of the House to some
omissions which I observe in the motion.
I would ask my hon. friend the Secretary
of State if this is the same as the resolu-
tion which has been adopted by the
House of Commons.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—Just the same,

word for word.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU—If there are
any omissions in the resolution adopted
by the House of Commons, I think it is
well that attention should be called to
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them now. The Secretary of State in-
forms us that some ditliculty oceurred in
connection with the letting of the con-
tract last year. As a member of the
Printing Committee, I do not think that
we deserve censure for that  which
ocenrred then, and I have no objection
whatever to the investigation taking
place ; but how can we, under the terms
of this resolution, get the recor s of the
court at Toronto, in which the trial took
place? T believe it is important that we
should have them before us. I also
observe that the usual words giving the
committee power to send for per ons and
papers, and to take evidence under oath,
are omitted from this resolution.  Under
the Act, 39 Vict, chap. 7, passediu the
year 1876, I observe that such a power
can be conferred, and it has beea exer-
cised by committees of this House
which investigated matters much less
important vhan this. If the public have
been defrauded out of any money, what-
ever the amount may be, it is the duty
of the Government to take proper steps
to annul the countract. Th'n there is
another matter.  1f any number of per-
8ons combine to obtain by illegal means
anything frow another, it is fraud or
couspiracy, and in either case is punish-
able under the criminal law. 1 think.
therefore, that it is proper that the com-
mittee should have such powers as I
bave described counferred upon it, in
order that all the facts connected with
tlke matter may be brought out. How-
ever, I leave the subject entirely in the
hands of the Sccretary of State. When
the committee meets it will be time
enough to ask for the powers to which I
have veferred ; but I thought it advis-
able to call uttention to these facts be-
fore the resolution was adopted.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH-—As a mem-
ber of the Printing Committee, I am
glad that this matter has besn brought
before the House. Public attention has
bLeen drawn to what has been made
to appear a want of precaution on the
part of that Committee ; but, as the
House bhas heard from the hon. Senator
from Woodstock, no injury has been sus-
tained by the country in consequence of
anything that took place in the letting
of the contructs. Ou the contrary, the
printing service is being performed for

Hon. Mr. Bureau.
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$35,000 less than heretofore. Ot comse
the withdrawal of tenders and the award-
ing of contracts should be guarded in the
interests of the public, but the fact re-
mains that in this case a saving of
$35,000 has been cffected.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—T did not think
it advisable at the present time to go
into the merits of the casq My object.
was to leave it to the committee, who
could investigate it and report the resvlt
of their inguiries. I have, of course,
my own opinion on the subject, and I
have mno hesitation in saying that,
although the country may not have lost.
money, the committee was grossly mis-
led by some parties who tendered. No
member of that committee knew any-
thing about the course that was being
parsued, but there can be no manner of
doubt that they were grossly deceived.

The motion was agreed to.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Tuzsday, March 2nd, 1880.

The Speaker tovk the chair at three
o'clock.

After prayers and routine proceedings,
there being no notices on the order
paper, the House adjourned av 3.12
p.m.

THE SENATE.,
Wednesday, March 3rd, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.,

The following Bills were introduced
and read the fivst time :—

Bill (28) ¢ To further amend ‘An Act
respecting the security t> be given by
Officers of Canadr.” "—(8ir Alex. Camp-
bell.)

Bill (C) ¢ To amendand consolidate the
laws respecting Indians.”—(Mr .Aikius.)
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8T, LAWRENCE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.
_Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMP_ELL—

Pe.l'lmps it would be conv.nient at this
Point to furnish the information con-
%erning the improvement of the St.
4 vrenc, asked for hy the hon. Senator
rom Prescott (Dr. Brouse) the other
Y. The names of the contractors who
had the improving of the navigation at
the Galop Ripids are Davis & Sons,
and %0 far as 1 am informed by the De-
Partment the hon. gentleman (Dr
Bl’ouse) is in error in supposing that
thj*y have failed. They have not
failed, and are ready to go on
With the work in the spring. The Gov-
®hment has handed over to the con-
tractors the drilling machinery anil the
¢hain tug which was built to enable the
Wwork to be done. 1t is now undergoing
Topairs in Montreal. The hon. gentle.
Wan wishes to know what depth the
overnment desire to obtain. It is pro-
Posed to get fourteen feet of water there.
en wmy hon. friends from Vietoria
(Mr. Ryan), and from Hamilton (Mr.
1ope), asked about the other obstiuc-
ons in the river. They occur at Lukes
t. Francis and St. Louis. Several o!
them are described in one of the para-
graphs of the report made in 1875 by
r. Page:—
“Thexe places, in descending order, are :—
“ist. Where the chamnel at present used
Crosses from the south to the north side of
® river, about three-quarters of a mile above
8 entrance to the Galops Canal or some
Other channel in that vicinity,
“2nd. Ata few isolated places in Lake St.
Tancix, an | especially within a stretch of une
Mile, commencing about 2.000 feet above the
ead of the Beauhainois Canal.
“3rd. Near the lower end of Lake St. Louis
;“d at intervals within a distance of about
Our and a half miles above the upper entrance
f the Lachine Canal, in the vicinity of where
the light vessels are at present moored.
“Thse, althongh not really formidable
Sbatructions, are, nevertheless, of such a
Bature that their removgl will be attended
With considerable difficulty and expense, in
®Omparison with the extent of work to be
done.” )
The details of these obstructions will be
ound jn  Mr. Page's report for
1875, on the navigation of the River

l‘- . Luwrence, pages 25 to 31, in-
Clusive. Tue cost of removing them,
80 as to obtain fourteen feet of

Water from Prescott to Montreal, is
estimated at more than $5,000,000. As
Bills Tntroduced.
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matters now stand, nine feet of water is
readily obtained at all those points,
except at a very low stage of the
water.

Houn. Mr. RYAN—There are some
obstructions which can be removed at a
much Jess cost than the estiate wen-
tioned in Mr. Page's repovt. They arve
of such a nature that when the river is
low their removal would ensure nine
feet of water at all seasons, which can-
not now always be obtained in the fall.
These obstructions cause great incon-
venience to vessels coming down by that
route. I have a memoranduom here,
shewing where these obstructions exist,
aud I will putit in the hanls of the
proper department, if they wish to have
it. I do not think that the cost will
be anything like that which Mr. Page
estimates for fourteen feet of water. A
great convenience could be produced ub
a very small cost, by deepening the
chanuel at the following poiuts from one
foot . three inches to one toot six
inches :—

For deepening some of the rapids to
about 1 fout 3 inches to { foot 6 inches
more than presens depth of water :—

Figst—Commencing at Coteau Rapids, at the
head of the Cotean Island, obstruction
conristing of loose boulders eugily re-
moved at moderate expense, distunce
not great, say 500 feet in length.

I BecoNp.—Obstruction at the foot of the Cotrau
Island, consisting ot flat rocks more
expensive than  the preceding, re-
quiring blasting, short distance.

Tmrp,.—At Boceohayes there is shallow water,

and an obscruction  consisting  of
boulders, easily removed, short dis-
tance.

Fourta.—At Split Rock, flat rock, blasting re-
quired st entrance, distance short.

Firra—Leaving Split Rock, obstruction con-
sisting of boulders, easily removed,
distance short. Best searon to per-
form the work in the fall of the year.”
Additional depth required about } to
% all through the above places.  Kd-
ward Ouillette, pilot, Lachine, can
designate and point out the =pots, and
the mode of operating this work.

Bi1xtH.—There being shallow water in mid-
summer, from the foot of Lachine
Rapids to about the middle of Nun's
Island. and the channel being difficult
of finding out in fogs, or late in the
day, when darkness commences to st
in, it would be well to have three buoys
made of ordinary cedar posts, anchored
by a chain so as to keep the head up,
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painted black, with a small part of the
head white, the first to be placed at the
Joot of the Rapids, a short distance down,
to sndicate the channel ; the next one o
ittle south of the head of Nun's Island,
and the third at about the middle of
the island, all in the channcl.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—

‘The works in Lake St. Francis alone are
estimated at $400,000.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—That is for deep-
.ening the channel to fourteen feet. I
am now speaking of obtaining an addi-
tional depth of from one foot three
inches to one foot six inches. There is
one of these improvements below the
Lachine Rapids, near Montreal, which,

the arrival of steamers and propellers in
thick weather, or late in the evening.
I might be allowed to submit this memo-
randum to the proper Department, I
think the cost of the improvements will
be found very small indeed, while the
advantage will be very great.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
I hope my hon. friend will submit
it to the Departiment of Railways and
Canals, I have no doubt that the esti-
timate which I have mentioned is for
fourteen feet of water., The hon. gen-
tleman speaks of nine feet, and we can
have an estimate made of the expense
which that would involve.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—It did not appear,
from the statement made by the hon,
the Minister of Militia, whether the
Government intend to go on with all the
improvements embraced in Mr. Page’s
report.

Hen. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —
I was not asked that, However, we
bave no intention of going” on at present
with the deepening ot the St. Lawrence
to the extent recommended in the re-
port of Mr. Page—fourteen fect.  Per-
haps when the estimate is wade of the
-cost of the improvements suggested by
the hon. Senator from Victoria (Mr.
Ryan) something may be done in that
direction. ,

-ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PENITENTIARY.
MOTION FOR A RETURN.
Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE moved :—

¢ That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General, praying

Hon. Mr. Ryan.

If.
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that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House, copy of the report, excln-
sive of plans, tables and book-keeping, of the
Commissioners appointed on the 19th of July
last, under the provisions of Section 13 of the
Penitentiary Act of 1875, with instructions to
report on the state and management of the St.
Vincent de Paul Penitentiary.”

He said (in French) : T have little tosay

. in offeving this resolution,except to thank
i the hou. Minister of Justice for having

taken steps to improve the management
of this institution, which is located in
the county from which I come. Some
ten or eleven months ago, complaint was
made to the hon. DMinister againat

i officials in the Department of Justice.

. justiee would be done.

. i * The Minister of Justioe at once appeint-
if carried out, would greatly facilitate ; bp

ed a commission to investigate the
matter, and, in selecting commissioners,
displayed such good judgment as to
inspire the public with cocfidence thut
The commis-
sioners were gentlemen who merited that
confidence, and my desire, in moving
this resolution, isto give publicity to
their report to the Government.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
There is no ohjection to the address, and
I thank the hon. gentleman for the good
opinion that he has expressed of the
Minister of Justice. I shall make it
my duty, as it is my pleasure, to convey
those kind expressions to him.

The motion was agreed to.

WINTER COMMUNICATION WITH
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

INQUIRY.

Hon. Mr HAYTHORNE inquired :—
Have the Gevernment decided on the
removal of the steamship Northern
Light from the route between Picton and
Georgetown to that between the Capes
Traverse and Tormentine.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
The Government have not decided upon
the removal of the vessel. The matter
is still under consideration, and, in the
meantime, the steamer is running be-
tween Georgetown and Pictou.

CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS.
SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.
Hon. Mr. MILLER moved the adop-

tion of the second report of the Com-
mittee on Contingent Accounts.
The motion was agreed to.



Militia Laws

BANK OF NEW BRUNSWICK BILL.
SECOND READING.

Hon. Mr. LEWIN moved the
Second reading of Bill (B) respecting
The President, Directors and Cowpany
of the Bank of New Brunswick.” He
®Xplained that the bank was ineor-
Porated by the Legislature of New
runswick, and its charter would expire
on the 1st of May next. The first
clayge provided for an extension of the
Charter ; the second, to allow them to
old rea] estate to the same extent as
other banks ; the third, to change the
hame in order to prevent confusion.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL
sald that there was no objection to the
Passage of the Bill, but the clauses ex-
Yending the charter, and authorizing the
holding of real estate, should be amended
n the Cemmittee on Banking and Com-
Merce, to limit the extension to the time
When other bank charters would expire,
and to fix the amount of real estate
Which the bank could hold.

The Bill was read the second time.

MILITIA LAWS AMENDMENT BILL,
SECOND READING.

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELL
Moved the second reading of Bill (A),
‘To further amend the Acts therein
entined respecting the Militia and

ofence of the Dominion of Canada.”

e gaid : This Bill proposes to amend

© existing law on ome or two points.

© most important is in reference to the
©urolling of the militia. Tt is the duty
of the Government, under the present
2w, to have the militia enrolled every

Ve years. That dusty womld become
Obligatory next year under the law as it
NOW stands, and an item would

erefore have to be put in the Esti-
Mates this year for the purpose. That
Yould jnvolve an expenditure of

50,000, and, we think, as the census
228 10 be taken next year, the whole
nformation can be obtained in that way
Without this expense. As there is no
urgency for the enrollment, it is pro-
Posed to postpone it for another year.
An°tl!8}‘ clause provides for the using of

® militia ag guards of honor, etc. As

€ law now stands, there is ne provision
Hon. Mr. Miller.
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by which they can be so used, and itis
very uncertain by what right there is a
guard of honor at Rideau Hall now. It
is certainly better to give them the
authority of the law in the execution of
their duties there, in the case of disturb-
ance by any evil-disposed person, or any-
thing of that kind. The last clause is
with reference to the establishment of
eanteens when the militia are in camp.
It is very desirable, and tends to the
promotion of order and discipline, that
there should be canteens, because they
are within the camp, and it is safer and
better than allowing the militia to obtain
what they want elsewhere, without the
restraints that discipline involves. My
hon. friend opposite (Mr. Scott) will see
that there is a provision in the clanse
that the Canada Temperance Act shall
not be disregarded.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER-—If the
powers asked for in this Bill do not
already exist under the provisions of the
General Militia Act, it is very proper
that they should be granted, and we are
prepared to give credit to the Government
for that clause postponing the enrollment
of the Militia uatil next year, whereby a
certain sum of money can be saved.
‘With regard to the other provisions of the
Bill, I think my hon. friend must feel the
impropriety of introducing so many small
amendments to general acts, and thus
loading our statute books. It isasystem
which is very inconvenient, and which, if
possible, ought not to be extended. With
regard to the remaining clauses of the Bill,
I cannot see that there is any necessity for
them ; all those powers asked for already
exist under the general Act. I ask my
hon. friend if, on any occasion when the
Governor-General has traversed any part
of this Dominion, the Government had not
perfect power to call out guards of honor !}
I have always observed that the militia
were zealous to come out. . I believe
that the Government have perfect power
to call out any corps of the militia, on
the opening of Parliament or as an
escort to Their Excellencies upon any
occasion. There is no corps of our militia
that would not feel a just pride to offer
their services upon such occasions.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Under what
statute does my hon. friend say that the
7 ‘
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Government have the power to call out
the militia for such purposes ?

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—Under
the General Militia Act of 1868. With
reference to guards of honor, I claim per-
mission to obsegve that the militia
should make a creditable appearance
on important occasions. It came
within my notice two or three times
when the Governor- General passed
through thke Province of Ontario that
two or three of the guards of honor
were so indifferently clad that they
themselves were ashamed of their ap-
pearance. Surely the Department
should provide them with proper clothing
so that they might make a respectable
appearance upon such occasions. I throw
out the hint because complaints were
made by members of the force that it
was a hardship, when they were willing
to give their time, that the Militia
Department would not furnish them with
clothing in which they might appear to
advantage.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—I have
listened with some surprise t> the ve-
marks of the hon. gentleman who has
just resumed his seat. I might very
properly have left it to some.other hon.
gentleman who is connected with the
military service to reply, but it-so
happened that I attended, this morning,
a meeting of the Dominion Rifle Associa-
tion, where it was stated most positively
by the president and another gentleman
who was present that the efhciency of
the Canadian militia was superior to that
of the militia in any other colony of the
British Crown. This was state:d in an
authoritative mauner, supported by a
quotation from one of the English Quar-
terly Reviews, and was endorsed by
several gentlenmen present. If I had not
heard it myself this morning I would
have let the hon. gentleman’s statement
pass sub silentio, but, having heard it, I
could not do otherwise than let this
House hear the other side.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY —My surprise at
the speech ofsthe hon. gentleman from
Woodstock is of an entirely different
character from that expressed by the
hon. member who has just sat down. I
am surprised that the hon. Senator

Hon. Mr. Miller.
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should seek to deprive His Excellency,
and the persons for whose benefit this Bilt
was prepared, of the protection which the
law would ihrow round them under this
Act. TUnless the hon. gentleman is
prepared with his authorities, and points
out the particular section of the Act of
1868 which gives the power proposed by
this Bill, he must accept, as the House
will, the statement of the leader of
the Government in this House that
the present law does not give that pro-
tection. This Bill is for the purpose of
giving power to the militia who are calied
out to guard the Vice-Regal residence
and to act as guards of honor upon other
occasions, to preserve the peace and to pro-
tect those high personages from injury er
insult. I did svppose that that was an
object which would have met with the
sympathy and support of my hon. friend
from Woodstock.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER.—I have
no desire to take up the time of the
House, but I may say that I can under-
stand the statement of the hom. gentle-
man from Prince Edward Island to be
strictly tiue—that the militia are in a
perfectly good condition. That, how-
ever, is not inconsistent with my state-
ment that during His Excellency’s pro-
gress through the country there were
some corps who were so shabbily clothed
that their appearance was not creditable
to the country. 1 think it is the duty of
the Department of Militia to see that
these small matters are attended to.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—With regard to
one portion of the Bill, my hon. friend
went a good deal further. He, a lay-
man, undertook te give a positive con-
tradiction to the Minister of Militia,
who is & lawyer, by saying that the pre-
sent law was sufficient to call out the
forces for the purposes recited in the
Bill. I think the hon. gentleman from
Woodstock should nct-—especially as the
leader of the House is a legal gentleman
—make such a statement on a legal
question without being prepared with
some authority to back up his assertion.
He should cite the law to the House. I
presume, as the hon. member does not
make his statements rashly, if he has
not got it now, that, when the Bill comes
before the Committee, he will be . pre-
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pared to show by authority that the
Present law makes provision for what is
contemplated by this measure.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—My
hon. friend said that there was no diffi-
culty in getting guards of honor. T did
Dot say there was any difficulty. What
I said was that, after guards of honor
Were obtained, they were not clothed
Wwith legal authority to act in certain
®mergencies. For instance, a guard of

onor is called out to protect this place
at the opening and prorogation of Par-
lament, but, should a disturbance arise,
they could not do'their duty as guards
Without having some authority to
act. Then, with reference to the
Wniforms of companies which have
turned out as guards of honor
1n the district from which the hon. gen-
tleman comes, he must be aware that the
Government could not afford to issue
lew clothing to guards of honor wher-
ever His Excellency or a member of the
Yoyal family may happen to We, in visit-
g different parts of the country. The
clothing of the militia is distributed to

eém a} certain periods. I am very
Botry that the militia turned out so
ah!‘albbily on the occasion my hon. friend
8peaks of, but I have no doubt they had
th? same distribution of clothing as the
Wilitia had in other sections of the Do-
Mnion, and it only shews that they did
Dot take as good care of them, As the
on. gentleman from Woodstock has
Btated that this Bill is unnecessary, and

t the present law provides the powers
asked for, I think he is bound te accept
the challenge which has heen thrown out

Y the hon. gentlemen opposite, and
Shew that there is no necessity for this
Weagure,

The Bill was read the second time.

The House adjourned at 4.05 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Thursday, March 4th, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at three

o¢lock,

Afte_r prayers and routine, there being
110 notices on the order paper, the House
adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

Hon, Mr. Miller.
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THE SENATE.
. Friday, March 5th, 1880

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.
Prayeis and routine proceedings.

PUBLIC OFFICERS' SECURITY BILL.
! " SECOND READING.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS moved the second
reading of Bill (28) To further amend
“ An Act respecting the security to be
given by officers of Canada.” Ile said:
Under the existing law, bonds given as
security for public officers are first regis-
tered at length in the Department of the
Secretary of State and then fyled in the
Department of Finance. A good deal
of inconvenience and unneeessary waste
of time have resulted from this. The Bill
before the House provides that instead

| of registering the bonds in the Fimance

Department, they shall be registered in
the Department of the Secretary of
State, after which they shall be deposited
in that Department. This is the only
alteration—substituting the Department
of the Secretary of State for the Finance
Department.
The Bill was read the second time.

MILITIA LAWS AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL moved
that the Bill (A) “ To further amend the
Acts therein mentioned respecting the
Militia and Defence of the Dominion of
Canada,” be referred to a Committee of .
the whole House.

Hon.Mr. ALEXANDER--The leader
of the Government in this Chamber ob-
served yesterday that I owed it to my-
self to explain to-day upon what grounds
I founded the statement that this Bill
was nnnecessary. Before proceeding to
du so, T would crave the kind permission
of the House to make some observations
respecting a speech attributed to the
learned Sepator from Amherst (Mr.
Dickey) in this morning’s paper, which ¥
unfortunately did not hear when it was
delivered. In that speech, which I learn
was revised by the hon. member himself

before it went to press, he does me a
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very grave wrong and injustice. I can-
not believe that the hon. gentleman did
this intentionally. Perhaps he did not
bear the remarks which I had the honor
of addressing to this House, although I
believe they were heard by every other
member who was present. I now crave
permission to read the speech of the hon.
Senator {rom Amherst (Mr. Dickey),
given in this morning’s Ciitizen. It is as
follows :—

« My surpriseat the speech of the hon. gen-
tleman from Woodstock is of an entirely dif-
ferent character from that expressed by the
hon. member who has just sat down. I am
surprised that the hon. Senator should seek to
deprive His Excellency, and the persons for
whose benefit this- Bill was prepared, of the
protection which the law would throw round
them under this Act. Unless the hon. gen-
tleman is prepared with his authorities, and
points out the particular section of the Act of
186% which gives the power proposed by this
Bill. he must accept, as the House will, the
statc:nent of the leader of the Government in
this House that the present law does not give
that protection, This Bill is for the purpose
of giving power to the militia who are called
out to guard the Vice-Regal residence and to
act as guards of honor upon other occasions,
to preserve the peace and to protect those
high personages from injury or insult. I did
suppose that that was an object which would
have met with the sympathy and support of my
hon. friend from Woodstock.”

Now, I desire to ask this House to pro-
nounceits opinion calmly. Did I utter one
word in the course of my remarks yester-
day which would imply that I did not
consider it obligatory on the Government,
as it was in their power, under the
general Act, to do that which the patriot-
ism and loyalty of the people of this
country always loudly demands from one
end of the Dominion to the other, name-
ly, to do every honor to the Governor-
General and Her Royal Highness the
Marchioness of Lorne, whom we have
now the honor to have in our midst ?
The speech of the learned Senator from
Ambherst is not worthy of the hon. gentle-
man, whois an old parliamentarian, and
whose instinets ought to be those of one
occupying the high position of a Senator
of the Dominion. The hon. gentleman
knows well that he cannot name a mem-
ber of either chamber who values more
highly than I do the consideration which
has been shewn this Dominion by Her
Majesty, in sending to this country the
eldest son of one of the greatest ducal
families of the North—a family which,
Hon. Mr. Alexander.
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before the union of England and Seotland,
was more powerful at times than the
monarchs of Scotland, and the learned
Senator would, in his innocent way, hold
me up to contumely by the remarks
which I have just read !

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—1 regret ex-
tremely that the hon. Senator from
Woodstock, (Mr. Alexander) has allowed
himself te be persuaded in any way that
any remarks of mine were intended to
have a personal applieation to himself in
the way of reproach. I am bound to
accept the hon. zentleman’s statement
that he did pot hear my speesh—which,
by the way, is correctly reported—other-
wise I should have had to express in
much stronger terms my regret that he
allowed himself to be impressed, on second
thoughts, that it was intended to convey
a personal imputation against himself.
I repeat that I accept his explanation
that he did not hear my speech, but I
did hear his, and I heard bim urge in the
strongest terms that this Bill, which was
intended for the protection of these high
personages, was wholly unnecessary. I
qualified my remsrks by asking him to
point out the clause in the Act of 1868
that gives the power which this measure
confers, and said that, otherwise, the
House would accept the statement of the
hon. Minister of Militia that the Bill was
necessary. Other gentlemen referred to
the matter in the same wajy, and yet the
hon. Senator insisted that the Bill was
unnecessary. That is the reason why 1
felt culled upon to express my sur-
prise at the course which he
took. I have no desire to get
into a personal altercation with the
hon. Senator or any other member of
this House. I am in the judgment of
the Senate to say whether I am in the
habit of making personal attacks upon
anyone. I may express my opinions on
public questions strengly, but I hope
that I am free from the imputation of
baving attacked anyone personally. 1
know what is due to my colleagues, and
it is due to the hon. Senator from Weod-
stock (Mr. Alexander) to say that in
no way did I insinuate or attempt to
inginuate anything against his loyalty or
patriotism.  So far from that, I was
quite persuaded that, from the hon. mem-
ber's frequent, and I may add, almost
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exuberant professions of these high
qualities, it would have been a work of
Supererogation on my part to have com-
Plimented him upon them, or in any
Way questioned them, and, therefore, I
eg to assure him that in any remarks
which I made I desired to cast no refiec-
tion whatever upon his chivalrous de-
votion to the high personages referred to.
t was because, on his part, he had those
feelings of patriotism and loyalty that
Animate every gentleman here, mueh
3% we may differ on the propriety of
constantly obtruding them, that I
expressed my surprise as I did, and I
did think that the hon. gentleman would
ave felt himself complimented rather
than attacked by me. There was no
esire, on my part, to refer offensively to
the hon. member, and T hope he is satis-
ied with the statement which he has
made and will be equally satisfied with
the explanation which I have furnished.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—I shall
Bow, with respectful deference to the
ouse, state the grounds upon which I
SXpressed the. opinion, yesterday, that
this Bill is unnecessary. I find in the
Statute of 1868 (31 Vict.), in the third
8ub-section of clause 2, the following :—
i “ The Governor-General shall, from time to
e, make such orders as may be necessary

Yespecting the duties to be performed by the
1nister of Militia and Defence.”

T find again in the 64th clause of that
A'Ct that the active militia of the Domi-
on “ ghall be subject to the Queen’s
Tegulations and orders for the army of
er Majesty.” Can anything be eleaver
than that ¢ ° Again, in'the 97th clause

of the Act I find the foilowing :
th;;AE regulations made under authority of
Gaveis ct shall be published in the Canada
e, and when s0 published shall have the

force of 1Ia 1 i A
in this Act‘;as tully as if they were contained

And now I will, with the permission
of th_e Honse, read from the regnlations
Sanctioned by the Minister of Militia
under the Militia Act. The 304th para-
8raph relates to « Honors and Salutes.”
© 305th paragraph provides for a
ute of 19 guns whenever the Governor
an&’ell';l opens or prorogues Parliament,
o guns when a Lieutenant-Governor
T!l’)ens or prorogues a Local Legislature.

© 306th clause provides for the pay-

Llon. Mr. Dickey.
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nient of the active militia for firing
salutes and furnishing guards of honor.
I am but.a layman, but I submit to the
legal gentlemen of this House, could any-
thing be more clear than the fact that
the Militia Law of 1868 gives the Gov-
ernment power to issue suck regulations
as those? I might go on enumerating
other clauses, but I have quoted enough
to justify me in having appealed to the
House to express its opinion whether
this amending Act is necessary. The
Government possess the power, and that
power has been acted upon. We have a
militia in the country who are proud to
perform those duties upon every occasion.
They have no greater pleasure than to
serve on occasions when the Governor-
General is traversing the country, and,
when he is accompanied by the daughter
of our beloved Queen, their pleasure is
increased a thousand-fold. My opinion
may be an erroneous one, and 1 would
not for a moment think of noving any
amendment to the Bill, h-cause the
leader of the House ought t» know a
great deal more than I do about a ques-
tion of law, but I have considered it my
duty to express those opinions, which I
conscientiously entertain, with all defer-
ence to the House.

Hon. Mr. MILLER.—As I presume I
was one of the legal gentlemen to whom
the hon. Senator from Woodstock
referred as having challenged him on the
second reading of the Bill to produce his
authority for the position he assumed on
that occasion, I consider myself, to some
extent, addressed by him in his present
remarks. I am very glad to find that
my hon. friend has taken the trouble to
submit to this House the authorities
which he considered, T have no doubt,
sufficient to justify him in the course he
pursued on that occasion, and after hear-
ing him read the Militia Orders, the
House will not be surprised at his taking
the position he did when the Bill was
read the second time. But I still enter-
tain the opinion that there {3 no authori-
ty to justify the hon. gentleman in the
position he then assumed and yet con-
tends for, and that there is no law to
sustain the Govermment in calling out the
militia on such occasions as are contem-
plated by this Bill. My hon. friend wus
led into a mistake which I am not
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atYall surprised that a layman should
fall into. He has not examined as
carefully as he should have done the
terms of the Statute, or he would have
discovered there was no clause to anthor-
ize the making of the militia regulations
he had read to the House. Had he done
8o he would have found that this amend-
ing Act was introduced for the very pur-
pose of supplying this defect. Such regu-
lations are, at the present time, without
any authority or warrans of law. The
provisions of the Militia Act justify the
calling out of the militia under certain
circumstances, and for specitic purposes.
The militia force is the creation, the
creature of the Statute, and possesses no
authority whatever except that with
which it is clothed by the Statute creating
it. The Statute,as I said before, enum-
erates certain occasions on which the
militia may be called out. Outside these
occasions there is no legal authority for
calling out the militia. It is true the
Statute gives the power to the Governor
in Council to make orders und regulations
for the carrying out of the law, but only
for the carrying out of such objects
as are specitied in the law, and, as
the provisions of this Bill do mnot
already exist by Statute, it requires
statutory power for the Governor in
Council to make regulations on these
points. The Governor in Council has no
legal authority to call out the militia at
the opening and prorogation of Parlia-
ment, or for the purpose of attending the
Governor-General, or to guard any
armory. If any regulations have hitherto
been made by the Governor in Council
for calling out the militia for such pur-

poses, they are ultra vires, and they have |

no legal effect. If I am not very much
mistaken, a decision was given by some
court in Ontario last year which may,
perhaps, have been the means of calling
the attention of the Government to this
subject. I know the decision struck
most people at the time as being very
extraordinary, and laymen laughed at the
idea that a militia man, in the exercise of
his duty, acting under orders from his

superior offi cers, should be gnilty of tres-:

ass. But the fact remains that, if the

law did not authorize the militia man

to be there, or justify his command-

ing officer in assigning him such

a duty, he was just as much a
Hon Mr. Miler.
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trespasser as if he were not a member of
the militia. It is becauso the law at the
present time does not justify the making
of these regulations that, I presume, ihe
Governmment have taken the very reason-
able course of supplying a very palpable
deficiency in the Statute. I do notknow
how far it is expedient to give the Govern-
ment all the suthority asked for in this
Bill. I do not know how wise it is to
give the Government authority to call
out the militia “ upon any other occa-
sion'on which it may be considered pro-
per by the Governor-General in Council
by special order in that behalf.” Ttis
giving them a very exteaded power,
which may be a very necessary one ; but
I should certainly rather see that sub-
section of the second clause not included
in th= Bill. However, this is not the
time to make any objection of that kind,
and I do not intend to raise it now. I
hope my hon. friend will see, from the
few remarks I have made, that when he
opposed this measure he labored under
a great mistake as to the present state of
the law.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL
—My hon. friend from Richmond spoke
of his argument .as “imperfect,” but
I think it is a very complete and
satisfactory explanation of the neces-
sity of this Bill. I will not, there-
fore, enlarge upon it at all, but will
simply mention the circumstance under
which the necessity of the Bill was
brought under the notice of the Depart-
ment. It was the very case to
which the hon. Senator from Richmond
alluded, and occurred in ILondon, On-
tario, on the occasion of the visit of Her
Royal Highness the Princess Louise,
last summer. A detachment of militia
was called out on that occasion and di-
rected to prevent persons from crossing
the street until the Vice-Regal party had
passed. Carrying out this order, one of
the militia, either a sergeant or a private,
stopped a person who was crossing the
road and said to him, ‘“ My orders are
to prevent anyone passing here.” This.
! the man, who was an official of the town
jof Lundoh, pooh -poohed, and tried
"to pass on. When the militiaman
brought his rifle to port, the official
pushed it to one side and walked through.
Afterwards, the man who had persisted
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I crossing the street brought up the
Wilitiaman before a magistrate on a
charge of assault, and had him fined a
do.ll_ar or two and costs, although the
mlh'tiaman had acted in striet pursuance
of his order. The fine was paid and ap-
Plication was made to the Department of

ilitia to compensate the militiaman for
088 of time and expenses. The matter
Came before me shortly after I teok
<harge of the Department, and I directed
th{lt the amount should be paid—some
thirty dollars. The anomaly of the posi-
tion presented itself strongly to me, and I
Submitted it to the Minister of Justice,
and, the whole question having been
considered by him, it was ascertained
that the militin order which 8o
very naturally misled the hon. Sen-
ator from Woodstock was without
authority, and that the sanction
of the law was required to clothe the
militia force with the powers which
they required to carry out sach orders.
Of course, when you dress a man in
‘miform and put a musket in his hand,
You do not, by the simple fact, make him
anything more than a citizen. 'T'ake,
or instance, the guard of honor for the
Purpose of lining the steps of this build-
og when the Governer-General comes
to open Parliament. Suppose an unruly
Person, or three or four unruly persons,
should try to push through the line, and
the militiamen should resist them, the
latter could be brought before a magis-
trate on the charge of assault, and fined.

here is no defence, because they
Would not be there for purposes legalized
b.V_ Statute. They can be called out for
drill, to suppress a riot, or to quell an-
1nsurrection. In these three cases author-
1ty is given to call them out, and the
officer in charge acquires  the
hecessary legal right to command over
the men, which he does not possess if
theyare called out for purposes not author-
1zed by law, and, without this legal sanc-
tion, the men might disobey and disci-
bline be impossible. You require, in
the‘ first place, the sanction of the law to
Maintain and to give the officers the
Necessary right to command the soldiers ;
and you require, also, the authority of
the law to enabla the soldiers to carry
out those orders, as against unruly per-
80ms, and it is a happy thing for usall

at the sanction of the law is required

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.
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in such cases. The hon. Senator from
Woodstock has fallen into a very natural
error, but I am sure that when he looks
further into the matter he will say that
militiamen require the sanction of the
law to discharge their duties. Although
the General Orders he has read do pro-
vide for calling out guards of honor,
the sanction of law is wanting, and it is
because the courls have so decided in
the case which has been referred to, and
the Minister of Justice’s expression of
opinion that such legislation is necessary,
that this Bill has been introduced.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—The" ex-
planation is in every way satistactory,
and I have the greatest pleasure in stat-
ing so. Of course, my objection was
the result of an error which I fell into
from not knowing those facts.

The House then went into Committee,
Hon. Mr. Moatgomery in the chair.

The 1st clause of the Bill was agreed to.

On the 2nd clause : * Certain cases in
which the active militia may be called
out,”

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved that sab-
section “d” authorizing the Governor
in Council to call out the militia “ upon
any other occasion” be struck out.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL said
he had no objection to the amendment.

On the 4th clause: ¢ Canteens may
be opened in camps of the active militia
in certain cases and under certain regu-
lations,”

Hon. Mr. MILLER expressed a desire
to know what his hon. friend from
Sarnia thought of it. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. VIDAL said, so far from
thinking that clause of the Bill should
come out, he considered it a very im-
portant one. In his judgment that, alone,
would have been suflicient to justify thé
introduction of the measure. If it were
not for this canteen clause, it would be
very difficult to restrain young men
when called out on duty from indulging
in intoxicating drinks when they had ne
restrictions placed upon them. This Bill

provided for the maintenance of canteens
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within the limits of the camp, and it
prevented liquor from being sold to the
men, except under proper restrictions.

The clause was agreed to.

The Committee rose and reported the
Bill as amended.

The report was reeeived, and the
amendment was concurred in.

Hon. Sir ALEX.CAMPBELL moved
that the Bill be read the third time on
Monday next.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—I would like to
ask my hon. friend how far this provision
goes: “ Provided also that nothing
herein contained shall authorise the sale
of liquors contrary to the wvrevisions of
the Canada Temperanoe Act of 1878.”
That does not mean, of eourse, to extend
the operstion of the Canada Temperance
Act to places where it has not been
brought into force by the vote of the
people }

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELIL—Nao.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL.—The Canada Tem-
perance Act is not in force, except where
it has been established by proclamation,
after its adoption by vote of the people.

Hoa. Mr. MILLBR —If we found that
the result of this Bill was to bring into
operation provisions of the Canada Tem-
perance Act in an imdirect manner, it
would be rather an unfair way of doing
it. I do not mean te say it would have
that effect, but certainly it is worthy
of consideration before the third reading
of the Bill, especially as it has beea so
readily accepted by my hon. friend from
Sarnia.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL—The hon. gen-
tleman from Richmond must greatly have
misunderstood my character and purpose
to imagine that I would resort to any
unfair means to promote the temperance
cause.

Hon. Mr. MILLER —1I assure my hon.
friend that T do notimpute any question-
able motive to him, but temperance men,
in the furtherance of their poliey, are
sometimes disposed to consider that the
end justifies the means, and I would
bardly care to trust the hon. gentleman

Hon. Mr. Vidal.
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and his friends if they could benefit their
cause by a sly enactment.

Hen. Mr. DICKEY—The House will
recollect the alacrity with which the hon.
gentleman from Surnia expressed the
very greatest pleasure at seeing this very
provision, and he said, in fact, that if
there was nothing else in the Bill,
that clause was quite auflicient to
recommend it to him. Now, if this
clauze means nothing more than liquor
shall not be sold except in placex where
it is not prevented by the Canada Tem-
perance Act, then it is entirely super-
fluous. It is the anxiety of the hon.
geatleman from Sarpia to have the slause
adopted that has aroused the suspicion of
my hon. friend from Richmond—and I
share with him that suspicion —that under
it the sale of liquor may be prevented
where the Canada Temperance Act is not
in force. 1 think the hon. gensleman
should consider the clause well before he
gives his unqualified approval to it.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL-- I expressly stated
that my approval was of the brisging of
those canteens under the control of the
officers within the camp, so that the men
would not be exposed to the temptations
they would otherwise have if the canteens
were outside the camp. As to the other
proviso of the clause, I do not attach the
least weight to it. My belief is that,
wherever the ‘Temperance Act of
1878 is in operation, the establish.
ment of a camp in such a district
would not interfere with the existing
law. T must repudiate the insinuation
thrown out, not only against myself, but
against other temperance men, that we
would resort to any means that would not.
bear investigation in this House or before
the world to furthe» our cause.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I must compli-
ment my hon. friend upon his extreme
liberality, as he is quite willing to allow
liquor to be sold to officers and men in
the canteens on certain conditions.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I am inclined to
doubt the constitutionality of this Act as
interfering with the Municipal License
Act. On the third reading I shall move
an amendment to this clause. I should
rather think that in these canteens liquor
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31‘_0}‘1‘1 not be sold at all, when our
Militia are called out for annual drill.
It should not be made an occasion for
3 summer holiday and jollification.
Hel‘?tofore, officers and men in numer-
08 instances have opposed the introduc-
tion of canteens into the camp, as their
ndency is to demoralize the men. The
®ect of the introduction of liquors
Mnongst a large body of men assembled
0 camp, who are not subject to the dis-
Cpline of regular troops, and who are
Accustomed to the gratification of their
OWn wishes on all occasions, will lead to
More or less demoralization. I should
ike my hon. friend who has charge of
% Bill in this House to consider
¥hether it would not be wise to do away
With the canteens on such occasions.
The men will get liquor in the neighbor-
g towns wherever they are in camp,
aud I do think we should not give un-
Ye facilities in the direction of intem-
Perance. On reading the clause it seems
convey a desire that the commanding
officers should be clothed with authority
2 allow liquor to be sold in eantezns.
1 frequent instances canteens have not
D allowed within the area where
t0ops were encamped. 1 give notice
30w that, on the third reading of the Bill,
shall propose such an amendment as to
debar the officers from having canteens
Which any liquor is sold on a camp
ground.

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELL —I
M very glad that the hon. gentleman
will bring the temperance part of the
Question up on the third reading. To us
ho are in the opposite camp, of course,
1t is a matter of regret to see this
division between the hon. Senator
OPposite (Mr. Scott) and the hon. gentle-
Man (Mr. Vidal) behind me. But, as I
W obligud to take one side or the other,
ﬁ‘}' convictions are decidedly with my

On. friend from Sarnia. It is far safer
ud better to put the sale of intoxicating
!quors under the order which obtains in
:a";,’P, and which could not possibly be
tlt:' orced outside of the camp. I do not

Ik that the hon. gentleman (Mr.
libOtt) believes that it would be pos-

lo, where you get three or four

Ousand men together in camp, to
g;e"({nt them resorting to the use

liquor, and when
Hon. Mr. Scott.

they procure .
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it outsidle of the camp they are
subject to much greater temptations
than if they can procure it at a
canteen, under the rules, regulations
and authority of the military officers
in command. The practice which
obtains in the regular army, under
such circumstances, is more likely to
result in reasonable temperance among
the soldiers. I am convinced from the
remarks of the hon. gentleman behind
me (Mr. Vidal) that it is a valuable
clause which puts the sale of liquor
under the discipline of the camp. I
think the proviso in the latter part of
the clause necessary ; because in this
Act, which, my hon. friend will re-
member, was passed subsequently to
the Temperance Act that has been
quoted, we are allowing the can-
teens to be wused where camps are
established, and, therefore, it might be
supposed that it that proviso were not
there, there would be a repzal, by intent,
of the temperance law. Hence the
proviso is well introduced by the
Minister of Justice to prevent the sale .
of liquor where the Temperance Act is
in force. As to the point raised by the
hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Scott)
I shall be happy to discuss it with him
on Monday, and I trust that the House
will not agree with him in the con-
clusions at which he has arrived, but
will agree with me that we are more
likely to have reasonable temperance,
order and decorum in a camp by placing
the sale of liquor under the discipline of
the service.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT— Will my hon.
friend answer the question which I put
to him as to the present practice—
whether it is the practice for the com-
mandindofficer, under the existing law,
to establish canteens ?

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL —I
cannot answer that question; I am not
sure upon that point, but I think it is
the practiee.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL ~1 have to repu-
diate all the merit which the hon. the
Minister of Militia attributed to me,
hecause I have been misunderstood if he
supposed that I would, under any circum-
stances, tolerate the sale of that which I
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believe to be injurious, wholly and
always. My sympathy is entirely with
the hon. Senator from Ottawa, and 1
assure him that, if he moves on the third
reading an amendment such as he has
‘suggested, he shall have my support at
all events. I had an idea that a canteen
was 8 place where tea, sugar, coffee and
-soap were sold. I thought, of course,
that liquor would ‘be sold also, but that
if it was lawful to sell liquor, it
was better that it should be under con-
trol. At the same time, if we can, by
any means, get into the law a prohibition
which does not exist at present, it
would be the greatest benefit we could

-confer upon the defenders of our country |

who meet together for drill ; and I can
agsure my hon. friend from Ottawa that

[SENATE)]

it shall have my ocordial support at all

-events. |

Hon. Mr. MILLER—My hon. friond]
from Sarnia would, I think, have been |
-only fair had he given me the credit of ‘

the good result which was lileely to fol-

low from the motion of the hon. Senator !
Knowing as I did the;

strong views entertained by the hon. gen- ‘

from Ottawa.

i
1

tleman on the subject, and knowing that

Vice-Regal Party.

I do not believe that it would be very
wise to introduce this provision into the
law. I do not think it should be there.
'Phe traffic is bad enough on oceasions
when large bodies of men are congregated
together for militia purposes, but it is
worse than bad if, by an enactment of this
kind, you legalize the selling of liquor
among them in canteens, and if my hon.
friend from Ottawa will propose an
amendment to the Act, such as he has
given notice of, I, for one, shall be happy
to vote for it, regardless of what position
my hon, friend from Sarnia may take
upon the question.
The House adjourned at 4.15 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Monday, March 8th, 1880.

The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.

After prayers and routine proceedings.

BILL INTRODUCED.
Bill (2) “To repeal the Acts regpect-

this clause introduced into the militia |ing insolvency in force in Canada.”

Jaw a provision for legalizing the sale of
intoxicating liquors at meetings of the
militia force, I thought my hon. friend
could certainly not have had his atten-
tion properly called to the Act, or he
would not have expressed himself in the |
way he did when he rose to answer my!
observations. He was not satisfied with
merely endorsing the Act, but he;
took the trouble to read a portion of the
clause he referred to, and he gave it his |
warm approval. Not only that, but he
rather threw out some insinuationsagainst |
this side of the House while compliment-
ing himself on his own superior virtue,
as perhaps gentlemen of my profession
would be more likely to do. But I do
not think it was meeting me in the way
I dcmerved to-be met, for the very timely
and friendly manner in which T called his
attention to a matter in which he was
deeply interested. I am glad to see that
the remarks of the hon. Senator from
Ottawa have had the effect of bringing

the hon. gentleman to his proper
views upon this question, and to
a much better frame of mind.

ITon. Myr. Vidal.

THE ACCIDENT TO THE VICE-REGAL

PARTY
REPLY TO THE JOINT ADDRESS.
Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL

brought, down the following Message
from His Excellency the Governor-
General :—
“ GovERNMENT HouUsg,
« Orrawa, 5th Marck, 1880.

« Honorable Qentlemen of the Senate ;
% Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

« T much regret that the Princess is unable
to receive with me in person the joint Address
you do me the honor to present to me to-day.

#The concern you cxpress for the injuries
she lately received when on her way to the
Senate Chamber, the sympathy shewn on hear-
ing of the accident, and the satisfaction ex-
pressed on learning that the evil results are
now fast disappearing, give to us a token of
your kindness which has been deeply felt by

“her.

« During the time she has been in Canads
she has received from the people of this
country constant marks of their chivalrous and
generous affection. She bids me tell you,
what I know to be tke simple truth, that she
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’Ea Very sensible of these, and feels herself
chp)_' n having come here, and in being the
88ion of the manifestation of the love of a

oyal and united people for the Queen and the
Mpire,

e“ Lt will be her pride, while in Canada, to
Vote herself to the interests of the people
0 have before them 50 great a future, and in

oy 08¢ hearts it will be her earnest wish to find
&bldmg place.

« T,0RNE."

Hon, Mr. MILLER—I am sure we
are all very well pleased to Lear that
it(!dl‘ess read, but we have already seen

In the newspapers. :

Hon. 8ir ALEX. CAMPBELL—It
Va3 brought down on Friday, after the
onate had adjourned. It was presented
0 the other House on that day because

€Y sat longer than we did.

ACCIDENTS ON THE INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY.

INQUIRY.
Hon. Mr. POWER inguired of the

Overnment :—

ﬁ}_ﬂt- What were the exact circumstances
n ich Jed to the serious accident on the
tercolonial Railway on the 29th ultimo ?
aczpd' What was the exact nature of the
Cident and of the damage done ?
S Have any steps been taken to have an
Vestigation as to said accident ?
18 said . _The next morning after I had
;b’“ell notice of this inquiry, a despatch
Ppeared in the Ottawa Citizen, coming
_l;‘)?l the Superintendent of the Interco-
R i‘lﬂl Railway, which professed to give
o the information asked for; and in
mder to make the meaning of my inquiry
wore clear to the Government and  this
" mber, T should like to point out in
o at particulars this despatch does not
onvey the information I have asked for.
ns o my first question, the reason given
‘thls letter is as follows :—
- "The principal facts, 5o far as obtained at
h:l.“ent: appear to be that the special freight
R got stuck in the snow about one mile
ca of Tartaque, as there had been a very
Dntvy Storm the previous night. The signals,
g t(::!; by the conductor to protect the rear of
rain In, not being far enough out, No. 33
by th}'an Into the delayed train. The damage
nd 18 collision was very slight indeed. The
'pr Oteucwr of No. 33 train sent out signals to
.“:t the rear of his train, but the engine
appen of the mail special following does not
A T to have seen them until too late, and
Caused the second collision.”

Beply to Addyress.

i
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It does not seem to me that the snow
storm was a heavy one—it certainly was
not known here as a heavy one; and it
is a remarkable fact that the remainder
of the journey was accomplished without
interference from snow. Reports from
other sources would indicate that there
was not a heavy snow fall. And pas-
sengers who came over the road in the
next train state that the cause of the
stoppage of the train was that the engine
gave out. It seems to e that there
must have been a very grave neglect of
duty on the part of some one, or such an
accident could not have happened. No.
33 freight train was not very far ahead
of the one following it. It was known
at Campbeilton, when the second train
left there, that the first was only a short
distance ahead, and, if ovdinary pre-
cautions had been observed when No.
33 stopped, and a man sent back a suffi-
cient distance to signal the coming train,
No. 33 woulld not have been ran iato.
Then Mr. Pottinger goes on to say that
the mail train came along, and that for
some reason or other the engineer did not
see the sjgnals put out to stop him until
it was too late. While it is possible
that one mistake might have been made,
and no one have been seriously to blame,
it is rather too much to ask us to believe
that the two accidents could have
occurred if proper percautiens had been
taken to prevent the advancing train
from running into the wreck, or if there
had not been some grave fault on the
part of the employés on the road. For
that reason, it is necessary and desirable
that some accurate information should
be obtained. The second inquiry is as
to the amount of damages done and the
nature of the accident. Mr. Pottinger’s
despatch says that ¢ the trains were
bauled out of the way and placed on
sidings, and the track was cleared at 6
pm. Yesterday the mail train was
quite uninjured, with the exception of
the engine. There is only one engine
damaged, and that only slightly.” Now,
it seems to me to be rather strange that
if there was almost no injury done, and
if, as Mr. Pottinger says, < the track is
not damaged ia the slightest, not
a single rail being disturbed,” the
train should have been delayed nine
hours ac that place. If ooly one of three
engines was injored, and that “ slightly,”
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it does not seem to me that solong a
delay was necessary. Mr. Pottinger
represents that the whole damage does
not amount to more than $2,000. 1
should hesitate to accept that estimate as
a covrect one, not that I think that the
statement made in some of the news-
papers that the damage amounts to
$60,000 should be relied upon as being
accurate. I think we should have full
and accurate information. Mr. Pottinger
says that steps have been taken to have an
investigation, and I may say that,if I
had seen his despatch before putting this
notice on the order paper, I would not
have asked the question, although I do
not think the despatch gives a very
accurate account of what has occurred.
I should like to call the attention of the
leader of the Government to one part of
this despatch. Mr. Pottinger says: “ the
accident is one of those to which all rail-
ways are liable at intervals, and under
the late management there were several
of a similar kind, but in which the
damage was much more extensive.” Tt
must strike every hon. gentlemen in this
House that this is a rather curious pas-
sage to occur in the despatch of a subordi-
nate officer giving information as to the
manner in which an accident has occurred.
I can readily understand that language
like that of the latter part of the des-
patch might very properly be used as an
argument by any hon. gentleman who
supports the Government in this House,
in defending the Ministry against a
charge of mneglect or mismanagement ;
but I think it is altogether irregular and
improper for a subordinate officer, whose
duty it is to simply report what has oc-
curred, to enter into a political argument
of thut sort in his despatch. I hope we
shall not have any more despatches of
that particular character.
might as well have told us that all the
trains during the last few weeks have
been behind time, that two or three
serious accidents have occurred on the
Pictou branch, that a train got off the
track near Windsor Junction, and a
number of other things of that sort,
which would have had just as much—a
great deal more, in fact—to do with this
matter than what occurred three years
ago. Neither have any direct connection
with this accident. T find that one of
the reasons given for the delay of nine

Hon. Mr. Power.

[SENATE.]

Mr. Pottinger |

Intercolonial Ratlway.

hours is that the distance at which
the accident occurred from the locomo-
tive stations of St. Flavie and Camp-
bellton, where the auxiliary engines and
cars are kept, prevented the track
from being cleared sooner than it was.
But the repairing shops at St. Flavie
were only twenty miles from where the
accident occurved, and if assistance was
telegraphed for immediately, it could
have been obtained in two hours, and a
delay of three or four hours is all that
need have oceurred. The impression left
on my mind—and T will be very glad if
the leader of the Guvernment can remove
the impression—is, that not only has the
rolling stock of the railway deteriorated,
but the staff has been somewhat demoral-
ized. I do not think the officials did
their duty in this instance, and I thin!(
it is to be regretted that, in the reorgani-
zation of the Intercolonial staff, some
months ago, all the men capable of
managing the road were reorganized out
of the service. I can readily understand
why it mightseem desirable to remove Mr.
Brydges, who was receiving a very large
salary, and who might have made him-
self politically obnoxious to the Ministry ;
but I fail to see~and I do not think any
gentleman in this Chamber can give any
reason for it—why the Deputy Superin-
tendent of the road, Mr. Luctteral, who
never took any active partin politics,
and who thoroughly understood the
management of the road, should have
been removed, and that Mr. Pottinger,
who was merely a clerk in the freight
department, should have been appointed
Superintendent. I do not think we
would have had the eomplaints we have
lately heard had Mr Lutteral's services
been retained.

Hon. Sir ALBX. CAMPBELL--1
am afraid that I shall not be able to give:
the hon. gentleman satisfaction on all
the poiuts which he has touched upon.
I do not know whether he is quite aware
of it or not, but he assumes to sitin
judgment on the case, and says that the
accident could not have been as stated in
Mr. Pottinger’s report, as though the
hon. gentleman has some means of know-
ing—distinct from what the rest of us
have—all about the accident, and enabling
bim to form a better judgment than that
of anyone else. The first question of the
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hon, gentlemen is: ‘“What were the
®Xact circumstances which led to the
Serions accident on the Intercolonial
Iway on the 29th ultimo?’ The cir-
Cumstances were, that one of the trains,
& freight train, got stuck in the snow,
304 the train following ran into it. That
]‘;Va's the cause of the accident, but the
20D, gentlemen says he is satisfied that
_ o.Proper signals had been put out,
this would not have occurred. I
fan only say in reply that an inquiry
18 being ‘made, and it will b ascertained
Whether those whose duty it was to put
out signals took sufficient care in doing
80 or not. If those signals were insuffi-
“lent, or were not set far enough out
Tom the train, the men who were cul-
Pable will be dealt with accordingly. The
Second question is: “What was the
€Xact nature of the accident, and of the
“3mage done{’ The wmature of the
ccident was a collision, and the damage
One amounted to about $2,000. The
thirq question is : ‘“ Haveany steps been
AXen to have an investigation as to said
accident 1’  Steps have been taken, and
A0 investigation is now going on. Every-
g is being done that can be to arrive
% safe conclusions as to all the circum-
Sances. Tt is impossible now to discuss
Whether the first accident or the second
:"Oldent could have been avoided or not,
Ut the Government is taking every
Paing to discover who is at fault for the
9%urrence of both the first and the
ond. Tt would seem as if the second
Accident, at all events, need not have
rred if proper precaution had been
o en. The hon. gentleman says the
a tement that there was a delay from
ev‘le_m the morning until six in the
®Ming is inconsistent with another
Portion of the statement, and that there
Vught not to have been such a delay,
anuse the extent of the damage was so
mal], Surely we must snppose that the
™Men who were there at the time of the
3cident, and those who were endeavor-
U8 to remove the obstruction, would
Ve done all they could to semd on the
TN as fast as possible, and why the
Oznix gentleman should assume that there
org b to have been a delay of only one
an dt;’O hours at the most, I cannot see,
distrust whether the hon. gentle-
1 possesses any information on which
ase that opinion.

Hon. Sir Alex. Campbell.

[Marcr 8, 1886.)
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Hon. Mr. POWER—The hon. gentle-
man has misunderstood me. T stated that
if the damage done had been so trifling
as Mr. Pottinger reported in one part of
his despatch, the train need not have been
delayed so long.

Hon. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL—
The hon. gentleman sits in judgment
and, without any particular knowledge ot
the facts, says that all the officials
employed in removing the obstruction
delayed the train unnecessarily. He
tells the House now, by way of explana-
tion, that, if the accident was so slight
and involved so small a Joss as
they say it did, the delay would not
have been so great ; but, in my opinion,
the accident might have been one involv-
ing only a thousand or five hundred
dollars and yet the train be delayed from
9 am. to 6 pm. The question is not
the amount of the damage done, but,
how much the track was bldcked up and
how long it necessarily took to remove
the obstruction? Knowing that their
reputations were at stake, and that all
the newspapers would at once be aiscus-
sing the subject, one might assume the
contrary, instead of concluding, as the
hoa. gentleman does, that the time occu-
pied in removing the obstruction’ was
unnecessarily protracted. It is but
fair to assume that everybody con-
cerned would wuse his utmost ex-
ertion to make the delay as short
as possible. I hope the investigation
may relieve those who have charge of
operating the road of the impression—
which would seem not an unfair one at
this moment, at all events, although I
would' be sorry to say that it cannot be
explained—either that these signals ought
to have been more striking, or carried
further back.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—There isone
fact left unobserved. I notice that Mr.
Pottinger says in his report that the
train hands were all old and skilled em-
ployés, and that the train despatches
and regulations on the road are the same
as they were under the old régime. That
part of the despatch has not been men-
tioned by my hon. friend from Halifa