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CHRISCMAR IN NORWAY.

N the far otf land of Norway,
Where the winter lingers late,

Aud boug (or the awnging birds aud flowers,
The hattlo chitldren wait.

When at last the summer ripeas,
And the harvest in gathered i,

And food for the bleak, drear days to como
The taliog peopls win.

Through all the land the chillren
It the golden fields remain

Tl thm‘i-my Itttle hands hiave gleanod
A generous sheaf of grain ;

All the «talks by the reapens forpotten
Tuey glian to the very least,

To save ull the cold Decomber,
For the spareows® Chinstimas feast,

Aud theu through the frost-lockeld country
Thore bapp-ns a wondesful thing :

The «parrows 1ok north, aouth, east, wost.
Por tho chnluren’s oftening.

Of a andden the Jday bnfore Christmss,
Tho teittering erowd« arnve,

Ard the butter, wintry awr at once
With thar clrpag 1s all alive,

They perch upon roof and gable,
Ou poreh aud feaen and tree,

They tlutter about the windows
Aud peer in curivusly.

And meet the oyes of the children,
Who eagerly Jook out,

Wity chieoks t* at bloom like roses red,
And greet them with weleoming shout.

On tho joyoas Christmas morning,
I front of every dJoor

A sl 1olo, crowned with clustoring grain,
Is sct the binls before.

And which are the happiest, troly
It wotrid be hard to tell ; .
The a]-n'nous who share in the Christmes
cheer
Or the chilidren who love them well !

How swoot that they should remember,
\Waith frith so full and sure,

That the Childzen’s bounty awaited them
Tue whole wido conntry o'er!

\When this protty story was told me,
By one who had helped to rear

Tb rustling grain for tho merry birds
1n Norwaay, many a year,

1 thought that our little children
W. 4t hike to know it too,

It secins to ins so beautiful,
8o bassod a thing ta do.

To make God's innocent creatures sce
Tn every child a friend,
Aud on vur faithful kindness
So fearlessly depend.
—Celia Thazxter.,

-

A CHRISTMAS GIFT.

“Granpya, I am jnat tired making
Christmas pr.s.nts.”

| feared this would be the reeult,
Floy, it you cowed steadily so muny
days. Come, put aside your work
now, aud let us have a nice talk before
dinn-r. Tuose tiny leaves are beanti-
ful, darling, aad I am sure that whea
paps scos these slippers Christmas
meruing vou will feel repsid for all the
paticuco they have cost you.”

“ Grandma, I like to make presents.
I did not mesn what I said, only Xam
roal tired.”

“Desar child, people muck older
than you very often ss> what they do
not mean in a fit of iu: atience that
may bo caused by fatigue of budy.
Perhaps papa would not enjoy his
preaent if he had heard his little girl
utt:: this remark. Come, bring your
chair boside me.”

Floy placed a low chair boforo Mrs.
Niles and nestled her littls golden
head in grandma's lap,

The doar o:d lady tonderly stroked
) the wavy hair & moment and then

“Floy, will you have finished all
your Christmas gifts when theso alip-
pera are dono 1"

“ Yes, grandus, why §"

] ask bocause you have forgotten
ono denr fricad whom you should
especially remomber at Oaristmastide.”

“ Why, gtandma | " said Floy, wheso
oyea glisten'ng now with oxcitoment
and whose cheeku sglow, as the fire-
light foll on hor face, were us beautiful
A picturo a8 uno could wish to see. I
havo prezonts for you and papa and
mammu, Cousin A .ie, and Aunt Kato
and thoee littls Griggs children, and
something even for cook’s tister's littlo
girl.”

“T am very glad, but you owe to
tho dear fricnd of whom 1 am spesk-
ing far moro than to any of these, and
yet I fear y u have not thonght of
making & present to this friond. At
least I have never heard you say any-
thing about it.”

# Grandma, plosse tell me who it is
right away,” eagerly pleaded the child.

Mrs. Niles drew her closer, and
after a moment's pause sang eoftly in
a voice that was still gweat though
broken and feeble:

** ] gave my life for thee,
Ay precious blood I shed,
That thou mightst ransomed be,
And quickened from the dead ;
1 gave, I gave my life for thee,
at hast thou dons for me ?

¢t My Father's houss of light,
My glorg-circled throne
I 1eft, for earthly night,
¥or wanderings sad and lone ;
1 left, Ilott it all for thee,
Hast thou left anght for me!

‘¢ And I have brought to thee,
Down from my home above,
Salvation full and frec,

My pardon and my love ;
1 brin%.ml, bring rich gifts to thee,
\What hast thou brooght tome '

For a few moments Floy's heart was
too full to epeak ; them rhe eaid :

“ Grandma, I know what yor mean,
I bave no Ohristmas present for
Jesus.”

“Yes, my child, and do you not
think you ought to give him the best
gift you can on his own birthday $”

¢ Why, grandma, what oould I do
for bim? If Y weroa grown-up lady
1 could do something. I could bave &
Sabbath-school class and tell children
buw much he loves them.”

*¢ Darling, how old are you"

¢ Eleven next month, grandma”

“Three long years, at least, the
doar Saviour has been expecting a gift
gx:om you, and yet you have forguiten

im.’

Floy buried ber face in her hands.
Tho gloom of night settled without and
ceomed .for & moment to cast a shadow
upon her litt'o heart. Then she looked
at the cheery fire, and a thought came
to her and she said earnestly :

*“ Grandms, there is my five-dollar
gold piece that Uncle Henry gave me.
I can put that into the missionary
tox. Would not that be giving &
present to Jesug$”

¢ Yes, dear, bat I have been think-
ing of a more costly gift than this.
What is the value of all treasures of
the earth, to him compared to a human
heartt  F.oy, he wants your own little
self, Cun you no. give him that$"

¢ Grandma, [ don't understawd what
I ought to do,” suid Fioy, impulsively.
“Y love Jesus. Is that all} That
isn't any Christmas gif, though. I
love you, but I want to do something

{or you."

“ Floy, that is just the point of the
whole matter ; to show your love for
Cbriat by that which coets you some-
thing. If I should tell you that when
you wero & baby some dear, good man
had saved your life from drowning,
would you not want to show your
gratitude to him in some practical way
overy day of your life§ That is what
is meant by Christian consccration; in
overy act of our lives to question of
oursolves whother or not ho would
approve it, and to do overything as if
wo wore doing it for Jesus. We ‘are
not our own, We wero bought with
& price,’ All our time and all our
faculties belong to God. If you go to
the piano to practice, remember you
aro spending time that belungs not to
yourself and that you must not idle it
away. You are serving the Master
when you practice faithfully. If you
are sewing or studyiog your lessous,
do it with all your might and ot waste
the precious moments God has given
you to uee for bim. 1f you feel list-
less and not in humour for the work of
the hour, breathe a momentary, silent
prayer to him to help you ahd the
answer will come sure and soon, This
i the service that God requires of you,
and in doing it you may believe that
your work is a8 great in his uyes a8
that of any grown person,

# Grandma, I wish I could live in
that way, but I think I cannot. I
amn afraid if I give myself to Jesus, I
shall want to take myself back again.”

Mrs. Niles waited a moment and then
continued: “I am giad you do not
promise hastily—tha’ you are counting
the cost. Floy, do you remember the

‘day you came to me to know what you

could make for a Uhristmas present to
papa that would be very nice and that
he would like very much¢ When I
proposed that you muke him & pair of
slippers and showed you this pattern
that I had once worked myzelf, you
said it was very difficult and that you
thought you could not do it. Finally,
you decided tbat no amount of work
was too great to undertake for papa
and that you would try to have
patlence enough to do it well. Now,
ato you not willing to do as much for
Jeaus, who has done so much for you?

“Pear Baviour,” said grandms,
‘““here is a little girl that wants to give
herself to thy service, She is afraid
to trust hersel to promiss to do all
thy commands, but she is wiliing to
try to do thy will. She aska for thy
help, for she will need it every moment.
Take this little life and blees it for
thine own name sake.”

The dinner-bell rang just then and
prevented any furthur conversation,
but Mrs. Niles put into Floy’s hand &
little book entitled ¢ XKept for the
Master's Use,” eaying, “read this and
think of and pray over this matter
until Christmas morning; then come
and tell me if you have decided to give
to the Muster the gift of all othera
mos? precious to him,”

The time pamsel slowly until the
25th of December. Some days all
wont well. It was easy for Floy to
do all her daties faithfully and with
enthusissm, and. then came days when
it cost a real struggle no: to pase over
ber lessons with indifferent p.
tion in her haste to read an interest-
ing book ; aud to practise the requited
time on the scales whea there was a
bright, pretty exercise she liked to
play for her own amusement. Then
she was discou

She rose early Christmas morning.

The church bells were pealing their
 Morry Greoting * toall Christendon,
anu scomed to say to Floy :  Come tg
Jesus, Como to Jeaus just now.”

She hastened to Mrs. Niles' room,
The dear old Isdy was awake and
evidently expecting her.

¢ Grandws, I'm going to do it, [
know Jesus will help me. Hear thy
bellaeaying ¢ I will, Iwill’ Grandma,
this is going to be the happiest Christ-
mas I ever had.”

“] knew you would make this
decision, Floy,” said grandma, kissing
the little face so full of love. Then
sho bado her leave hor nntil tho bell
rang to call them to the breakfaat.
room.

‘Whan all the family were assombled

and the gifts from each member to the
other preeonted, all were surprised at
Floy’s beautiful work, and the younger
Mrs. Niles said : ¢ Mother, this is all
dus to your kind teaching. How blest
she is in having such & grandma !”
# My children, there 18 yot anothor
gifc that Floy has made this morning
that is more valuable than any of thess
things that will perish some day. It
is a gift that will grow more beautital
with the wsing, My pet, can you not
tell mamma and papa about it $”

«Y have given myself to Jesus for
8 Christmas present, and I am going
to try every moment mot to take it
back again,” answered the little gitl
courageously.

« Thank God for those words, my
child,” said her mother as she tenderly
embraced her,

When young Mrs. Niles looked up
her husband had left the room. She
knew why he had gone. Although
the best husband and kindest, most
affectionate father, he was not & pro-
fessing Chyistiaa.

His wife was gure his heart was
right, but why was he 8o reticent
about confessing Christ before men!
This was the burden she and his
mcther had 80 often taken to ths
throne of grace. She went to his room
to seck him, and he said : ¢ Bring my
little Floy to me.”

The child cume quickly. Her father
clasped her in his arms, saying :

« My precious, precious child. You
bave taught me my duty. I, too, will
give myself to the Saviour a8 & birth-
day gift. May he torgive me that I
have delayed it 80 many years.”

There was rejoicing in that home
tha. day, and there was rejvicing in
heaven. All felt it to be ths happiest
Christmas of their lives.

A PREOCIOUS LITTLE HERB.

Two little German girls, Brigitte
and Walburg, were on their way to
the town, and each carried a heavy
bssket- of frait on ber head.

Brigitte murmured and sighed con-
stautly. Walburg only lavghed acd
joked.

Brigitte said: ¢ What makes you
laugh 0% Your basket is quite
heavy as mine, and you &re no tronger
than I am.”

Walburg answered : “X have a pre-
clous little herb on my load which
makes me hardl; feel it at all. Put
some of it in your load as well”

« Oh,” cried Brigitte; ‘it must in-
deed be a precions little herb] & should
like to lighten my load with it ; so tell
me at once what iis called.” .

Walburg replied : * The precious lit-
tle berb ‘makes all burdens light |

is called patienice”
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PLEASANT HOURS.

WHAT SHALL WK BRING ¢
HAT shall we bring the stranger.
W Born upon Chﬂu‘l‘mu day !8‘ '

W A star the heavens Jend Him,

Angels with song sttend Him,
Turn not, O earth, away,

The souls of moen are weary,

ThOn li);;ndi!:‘gn paths tl:xey l{(o :
e nights murk and dreary,
All sounds ug full of woe.

Yet high the herald splondour breaks,

The choral malody awakes,

For in the Christmas morn

Is the Deliverer born.

Draw near, ye sin defiled
ook on the sinless Child 1
He comee to such as yo—
Csptive, to set you free;
Wounded, to heal your pain ;
Lost to reclaim again.

What shall we bringt our gold is duat,
His own always, oars but in trast ¢

Our honouy, to eprich His fame,

Who bears o'er all the highest name.
What can theas poor hands bring

Unto creation’s King !

Love He will own and take,

For his most holy sake ;

He in whose bonndless heart

Love's (purut current starts,

Asks of each zoul again its store ;

Asks the one guerdon moet

Poured at his blessed feet,

Rich for love’s sake Himself made noor.
—{CAarlitte M, Packard,

OHRISTMAS LONG AGO,

WazEx I was a wea maiden T lived
in the town of F——, in the State of
Maryland, It had been settled by
Germans, chieﬁyé and German customs
were in & great degres adopted by all
classes, particularly thome conne{:wd
with the coming of the Christ child.
Ohristmas trees were not 8o plenty in
the year of our Lord, 1837, as they
sr6 now; nor were the shops then
filled to overflowing with ¢ French
dolla” and lovely furniture for the
complete little doll houses that now
delight the eyes of 80 many little girls,
nor did the boys of that day know
auything about the *“ express waggons,”
steam cars.and womnderful guns that
Santa Claus brings them now !

Obristtnas eve in 1837 was not 20
very pleasamt to the young folks as it
isnow. 8ballX-tell you why? There
were two peraons who went to every
house that evening, ame with & huge
bag banging around his neck and @
bundle of switches in his hand ; in his
other haud he held'a bell, and he rang
the bell Ioudly and talled out that he
wanted to see all the naughty boys
and giris. And oh, when that bell
was heard what & scampering took
place! All made for the beds or
closets to hide from the much dreaded
“ Bell snickle,” for they could remem-
ber how ofien during the year they
had deserved this visit, The other
man carried a book and wrote dowa
the name of the good children, sud he
wagcalled ¢ Kris Kringle” My father
would not lel them come {0 our house,
foaring they would frighten my little
brother and me.  But Ohristmas morn-
ing. How can I tell you of the rapturoug
dolight with which we greeted its
early dawnt At the first appearauce
of light in the Kaat, our coloured nurse
came in {0 make the wood fire in the
great old-fashioned fire-place with its
bright brass andirons and fender, and
then with what haste we dressed our-
sclves, and hastene? to the dining-
room %o see our Christmas tree. it
bore 20 liksnces whatever to the

goous trees of this day, yet the little

than aro those children whoso gifts aro
80 costly. On the top was fastoned a
doll dressed a8 an angel is suppoeed to
look, all in gauzy white, with wings,
below hung numbers of tiny cakes that
bad been dipped in “{cing;" on thess
were figures made of coloured sugar;
applos of gayoet coats ; almonds covered
with olg and silver paper; nuts of
other kinds, ornamentod with bright
ribbons; ‘pretzels” hung from msany
branches, and funny little men and
women made out of gingor-bread graced
the tree. Sometimes a fow oranges
would peep out of the green depths of
the tree. Baneath, arranged with
great care, was a yard with moss for
grass, and in it was a tiny stable, and
manuager £0 arranged as to allow the
little wooden doll, dressed as German
babies are still dreassed, to be seen.
This was the Christ child. We joined
hands and danced around the tree,
ginging a German Christmaa hymo,
and then enjoyed tho goodies that had
been hung there for ua.

After we had fully enjoyed these,
and I often wonder we did not spend
the following weeks in bed owing to
such unwonted indulgence, we were
dresged in our holiday clothes and sont
around to visit all our friends, and the
friends of our parents. Every one
kept open houss, and thus exchanged
Christmas salatations and gifts, The
little town was as merry and bright as
the ringing of bells, the singors in the
streets, and the gay throngs going
fros house to house could make it;
and at night the homes of the people
were lighted, the trees were abluza
with candles, and the glad songs and
cheering music could be heard from
every house.

A CHRISTMAS MISSIONARY
OFFERING.

Tuis i8 our criticism upon current
Christmas festivitiee—that they aro
largely foreign to the thought and
gpirit of him, without whom such a
day could never have been, nor the
materials out of which to coin such a
day as this is, in most Christian lands.
Let us put Otrist into Christmas, aad
what a grand day, what a joyfol day,
it will be.

Then, there iy thie to be said—the
ares of Ohristmas festivity widens year
by year, Take a sweep of fifty years,
and how the radius of it has length-
ened, JInto how many new tongues,
new {o the message of maivation, has
the nume of Ohrist gome in this brief
period ! This is matter for hearty
congratulation, but not this alone.
Great responsibility comes with it, and
a call to usto et our example suggest
that Chrietmas is & holy festival, not
a psgan oarousal,

e like the idea whick we find
embodied in Dr, Ellenwood's call zpon
the Sanday schoois of the Presbyterian
Church to make a Christmas offering
to the cause that aims to make wim
more widely known and exiend his
sway in the varth. He mys—and
pleass merk what he says, whether
you are & Presbyterian or not. If you
are & Christian at al), or, not being a
Christian, feel the throbbing of any
pulse of gpatitude for what has como
to you, and your home, and land,
listen. XHe.aays:

“It isand that ;he joyog:eght:stmu
is & nonoz.ly. t has - ept 8
secret by the Christisn Church now

earts . wiees pexbaps even happier, as
they gghbedmundtheir(}ermmt;ee,g
Y .

nearly two thousand years, while most
of the millions for whom Christ died

Saviour has ever appeared on tho
ocarth.

*The rich gifts of sflection and cheer
which are given so lavishly in all our
homes, at an aggregato cost of huhdreds
of thoneands, are but a small part of
what wo onjoy in the Christmas. The
groat thing is tho Christ, the glad
tidings, tho ivfinite grace, the oternal
galvation, for ug, our children, and our
children’s childrun. Shall we publish
it, shall not tho children proclaim it
to other childron on other sides of the
globe. It is proposed that the six
bundred and sixty-three thouran+
children in the Presbyterian Oburch
shall unite in & special dime cffering.
The few pastors who have beon con-
wulted all approve. Ono says, *Our
school will make eight hundred offer.
ings.

“This special gift should bo extra,
and not displaco any veguiar contii-
bution for Forcign Miwsions. It is
hoped that schools and churches will
make up ten cents for each child, even
for the poor who cannot give.

“Letus try tosecure a genoral Ohrist-
mas movement. It will prove a gub.
stantial help in the present financial
embarrassment of the Board, 1t will
also help to train the young for the
future of this work.”

Reader, here ig a hint for you, what.
ever your nsms or plece, in Suuday.
school or out of it. What if such a
movement could bocome general
throughout our land. Jn tho Presby-
terian Church salone, 663,000 children
responding with a dime cffering io
Christ, means 866,300 laid at his feet,
for the exprees purposs of belpi
Christmas cheer to girdle the world,
Surely, this ought to be dons, and
may be 80 easily done, God grant to
the suggestion and the call a response
worthy of the Maater, and of thousands
upon thousands to whom Christmes
means 30 much.—Gosy 1 in all Lands,

-

A REMARKABLEPROVIDENCE,

A voor woman who has been wash-
ing for us eaid : “Sesms as if the Lord
took very direct way= to reach people’s
feelings sometimes. Now, I was aston.
ished once in my life. 1 lived away
ont West, on the prairie, I sud my
four children, and I could not get much
work to do, and our little stock of pro-
visions kept getiing lower and lower,
One night we sat hovering over our
five, and I was gloomy cnough. Thexe
was about a pint of corm-meal in the
house, and that was all. I aaid, ¢ Wej),
children, muybe the Lord will provide
something.” ‘I hope it will be s.good
mess of potatoes,’ said choery little Nell ;
-mocms to me I never was w0 hungry
for ’taters before.” After they were
adleep, I lay there tossing over my
bard bed, and wondoring what Ishonld
do next. All at once the sweectest
pesce and rost came over me, and I
sank into such a good sleep. Next
morning I was planning that I would
make the tinful of meal itto mush and
fry it in the gressy frying-pan in which
our last meat bad been sried. As I
opened the door to go down to the
brook to wash I saw something new,
There, on the bench, beside tho door,
atood two wooden pails and a sack,
One peil was full of meat, the other
full of potatoes, and the sack was filled
with flour. I brought my bauds to-
getber in my joy, and just hurrahed
for the children to como. Little dears!

They didn'tc think of trowsers and

aro atill ignorant of tho fact that a .

frocks then, but came outl all nf a
flutter, like & fl ¢k o .| wmils, Thar
Jjoy was supreme,  They knew the
Lord had eent sowe of His angels
with tho sack and padls.  Oh, it was
such A precicus gift! I washed the
cmpty pails, put tho sack into ono «f
them, and at night [ stood them on
the bench where I fownd themn  The
nsxt morzing thoy wero gone. 1 tried
and tried to find out who had be.
iriended up, but 1 never could  The
Lord never seemed 8o far off sl or
that,” eaid the poor woman, l-king
down with tearful cycs. —dAsrtAur's
Homr Magaztue.

-

GETTING LETTERS IN THE
OLDEN TIME 1N THE
NORTH-WEST.

BY TUR RRV. K4A A, BTAFOLD, NLAL, Ll

Froy an interesting article in tho
Methoaist Magazins we mako tho fol
lowing extract: *Tho sagents of tho
Hudson's Bay Company traced out thoe
greut trails thut croes tho whole coun-
try, and which, bifore the building of
tho railroad, were tho through routes
of travel. It is w-ll un to a hundied
years since this ¢ mpany began to ex-
tend 18 operation s into tho iuterior of
the vast territory, and duricg all this
timo it has dono ull the freighting
noeded by this westorn world, murking
pew trails as they wore requir: d. There
wus 8 time when a Jetter, maiied to
80110 ono at ono of the posts of the
eastorn slopes of tho mountaius, would
requite four years to receive sn un.
swer, The first summer it would leavo

0g  Evgland by one of the Company’s shiy s,

and would reach Fort York or Fo.t
Churcbill somotime in the late autnma
Tt could go po furthor that yesr, Whin
the epring came it would start woat-
ward by boat and trail, snd in the
sutumn would bo delivered to him to
whom it was addressed. Heo could
tako the whole winter for his reply,
for there would be no wovement east
that season. In the spring the reply
would start east, and take up the best
part of two yoars to get back to Kug-
land. Truly,

*Maun's Honas g

Time was bLat
thought,

There was po nead for baste to fviah aught.’

ous in that carly world.
elsure to their lingering

The ruilway has not suppressed all
these old methods of freighting, though
it has doubtless altered the routes that
aro still used Tho Saskatchowan river
is only navigable for a fow wecks in
tho spriog and falL Consequeatly
Prince Albert, situated on that river,
is yet largely dependent upan the long
trains of wagons which set out regu-
latly from Qu'Appelle, and truverso
the two hundred and Gity milea that
stretch away toward this northern
town. Theso long trains arc an ob-
ject of intercst to an esstern eye, and
they discover to an obecrver the one
great felt want in all this wido ares,
You may sce six or moro waggons
fastoned together after the manner
of a train of cars, then a8 many spana
of horses or mules hitcbnd before, one
sfter the other. Great Johin takes his
place astride the near wheel horse, snd
with his loog whip in hand, the train
is roady to procecd. Thinking of tho
lom of power by this arrangoment, you
ask its cause. The answer is, voonomy
of drivers. One man may direct sx
or mom waggons, and tho teams that

draw them,”

— : I‘*:
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PLEABANT HOURS.

CHRISTMAS BELIS,
RY MAKY D DRINN,

INO out, ring out, yo Christmas bells!
N\ Ring out from tower and atecple ,
And tell your story far and near
To all earth’s joyous prople.
Ring out for peace throughout the land ;
Ring for good-will to nauons,
Ring for the glory of cur Lotd
And all his grand creations !

Briog heart to heart, and hand to hand,
Ou thia bright day of gladness,

Let smiloa forever dry the tears
In oyca which wecp for sadness.

O merry belin of Christimas-tide,
How many hoarts are singiog

The bappy songa of that dear love
Which you are gayly rioging !

Then ring, ring, ring ' nor weary grow

1 30[ jubilates telling ;

For Lioarts aro keeping time with {ou
Where peace, guod-will are dwelliog.

Far may your message spread, and may

+» The world take up the story,

And every buman roul give pratso

1y TolHim* who dweils tn glory,
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Pleasant Lours:
A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK:
Rev. W. H. WITHROW, 0.0., Editor.

TORONTO, DECEMBER 12, 1885,

TES8TIMONY OF MINISTERS
CONCERNING OUR 8. 8.
PAPERS.

3WE reprint the following testi-
monials of leading ministers of our
Church—and they could be supple-
mented by many others — in the
confidencs that they may demonstrate,
if there be need in any case for that,
that the authorized 8. 8. periodicals of
our own Ohurch are better adapted for
our own schools than any foreign ones
can posaibly be. Home and School
and Happy Days are not mentioaed
in theso testimonials from the fact
that they were not in existence at the
time these opinions were written. Since
that time all our periodicals have been
greatly improved.

The Rev. Dr. Sanderson, to whom is
due the honour of issuing tho first
Bundsy-achool papers in Oanada—a
quarter of a cent ago — being
bimself both their editor and publisher,
writes:

e o+ “From that time to this I
have been deeply intorestod in our S. 8,
imsues, and though progre:s has been
evinoed, yet never till now have our

unqualified satisfaction, Now they |

&S. 8, papers, in every respect, given
D]
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do.  Thero is nothing left
to be desired, save thoir
introduction into all our
vchools.  They have no
superinr—not ono  Very
frw 8 8. papers, either in
England or America, aro a*
all equal to them. In
illuatration, matter, and
prico, they are in the front
rank ; and they should be
in every Mothodiat 8 8 in
the Deminion,  The papers
wre an honour to us, and
will prove a grost blessing
to the Church."

The Rev. Dr. Potts, of M
Toronto, writes : :

“lhav examinod the Sun-
day-school papers submitted N
to me and beg to say that W
I think they are well adapted §
to our Methodist schools §
Thoy evince good taste in the
pictorial department; they &
are patriotic ; they are in.
structivo in matter ; they
ate interesting in literary
style, and they are true to
the teachings of our Church.
Their intrinsic worth and
loyalty to the Church should
place them in every Bloth-
odist schcol in the Do-
minion.”

Rev. Professor Shaw, of
the Wesleyan Theological
Collegr, Montraal, writes :

“The PreasaNt Hours and the
Sunbeam appear nov only to be un-
marred by any objectionable matter,
but slso to have much positive merit
in the combination of spirituality and
patriotism with raciness of style and
an instructive method of description.
I regard them as most excellently
adapted to the Sabbath-schools of
Oanadian Methodism, I have heard
them commended by several Sunday-
school superintendents, and disparaged
by none. Even if they were indepen-
dent publications, and not published
with the authorization given them by
our Church, still it would be very
advantageous to any school to have
them introduced.”

The Rev. W. Galbraith, D.C.L,
writes :

“Dauring the psst few years I have
eoen dozens of Sunday-achool papers,
but 1 have met with none which I
regard equal for our schools t1 the
Preasant Hours and the Sunbeam.
They abound with charming, interest-
ing, and profitable reading matter tor
the young. They are free from the
extravagant aund trashy tales so common
in Sunday-school papers. They benefit
head and heart, and breathe a spirit of
true loyalty to Churchand State, All
our schools should have them.”

The Rev. LieRoy Hooker, of Ottawa,
writes :

“With no degree of resorve, I
commend to all our people the Sunday-
school periodicals published by our
Church, If we wish our children,
when they shall have become men and
women, to be devoted to Canad .-°
to the Methodist Church, nothing can
be plainer than that Canadian and
Methodist literaturs should enter large-
ly into the composition of their mental
and spiritusl food.”

The Rev. J. G. Laird, ex-President
of the Toronto Conferencs, writes :

“My children aro delighted with
them. They will also cultivate a
spirit of attachmené to our Church,

"
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anad awaken an interest in all our
Christian and evangelistic entorpriges.
They ought to be in all our Sabbath-
schools.”

See full announcement of cur Sia-
div-rchool period cals in Home and
School for Dec. 19.

825 Orders for periodicals should
be seat to

Rgv. WILLTAM BRIGGS,

Publisher,
78 & 80 King 8t. East, Toronto.
0. W. CoaTss, Montreal.
Rev. S. F. Huesris, Halifax.

A MERRY CHRISTMAS,

Tae Editor of Preasaxr Hours
wishes the hundred thousand boys and
girls who read its pages—for such is
his estimate of their number—all the
best wishes of the season, God in-
tended us to bse bappy, even merry.
¢ A merry heart doeth good like medi-
cine,” says Solomon. ¢ Is any merry,
let him sing " gays St. James.
Angd if ever we should be glad and
make melody in our hearts, it is at
the season which reminds us of God’s
great Christmas gift to man—the un-
speakable gift of his dear Son. Bring,
therefore, dear boys and girls, like the
Magi of old, your best Christmas gifts
to the feet of Jesus—not “gold and
frankincense and myrrh,” but the offer-
ing of your hearts and of your lives.

{ Vainly wo offer each ample oblation ;

Vawly with gold would his favour sscure;
’ Richer by far is the heart’s adoration,

Dearer to God aro the prayers of the poor.

In addition to all the other Christ-
mas carols we give in this number, we
add the following, which we hope
many & boy and girl will learn by
heart :— )

No war nor battle’s sound

Was hoard the world around ;
No hostile chiefs to furious combat ran ;

But poaceful was the night,

In which the Princoe of light

His reign of peacs upon the began,

A GERMAX CuyuwistMar TRER,

The ahogherds on the lawn,
Before the point ol dawn,

In social circle sat ; while all around,
‘The gentlo, lleecy brood,
Or cropped the flowery food,

Or slept, or sported on tbo vordant ground,

They saw a glorions light
Burst on their wondering sight ;
}Iarpinﬁ in solemn choir, in robes arrayed,
‘The helmed cherabim,
Aund aworded seraphim,
Are seon in glittering ranks, with wings
displayed,

Sounds of 80 sweet a tone
Before were never known,
Bat when of old the songs of morning sung,
hilo God dispozed in air,
Each constellation fair,
And tho well-balanced world on hingea hung.

't Hail, hail, auspicions morn |
The Savionr C isborn 1"
Such was the immortal seraph’s song sublims;
** Glory to God in heaven!
To man sweet psace be given,
Sweet peaco and friendship to the end of
time.”

THE CHRISTMAS TREE,

GERMANY ig the land of the Christ-
mas tree. Nowhere else does it groweo
vigorously, or bring forth such copious
fruit, But it has been transplanted
into neatly all lands, and throughout
Canads, at this snowy wintry season,
in many happy homes this wonderful
tree will bring forth its wonderful
truit. In our picture we note several
specially German featuree-—the house-
father as they call him, pulling away
at his big porcelain pipe, like an
overgrown baby at a sucking-bottle; the

bust of Bismarck, the Iron Chancellor, .

on the wall; the youngster with the
gpiked helmet and drum, exhibiting
even in babyhood the warlike German
spirit; th  odd-shaped waggons and
toys, and ~hove all, the TREE, with its
tapers, anu trinkets, and love-gifts for
every ong, and the Angel of the Annue-
ciation at the top. Is it not & pretty
family groupt Thank God for Christ-
mas which brings us joyful tidings of
paace on earth, and good-will to men,
to both lofty and lowly, and especially
2 love-gifts to children ever ywhere.

- = i i ) 3
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CHRISTMAS BVEJ}

tEAVILY hung is our Christmas-tres.
Its boughs they glitter for you and
for me.

The hemlook branchns, piled with enow,
Inevergreen wood, beut not so low.
God giveth all. The ravens call,

He hears them. So lot us begin.
Ho heara alway when children pray ;

For he himself a child has been.

il Dear Lord, wot.uuld not selfish be.
| All hearts are not as 3lad as we,
1| Bemember then thy poor to-night,
And flood their darkness with thy light ;
The hungry feed, the wanderers lead,
The sorrowing soothe, tho captive free;
4nd pity, we pray, on the children’s day,
All those who have no Christmas tree,

—— el -l e
CHRISTMAS SPORTS.

Oug picture shows the merry Christ-
mas eports, both out of doors and in
the house, which will require no
explanation from uws. Cossting and
bobaleighing seem the favoarites It
makes your editor wish he were a boy
agsin to share this exhilarating sport,
But his life is too tull of duties and
cres; and the world’s work must be
done by the older heads and hands,
Yet wo try to keep a young heart, and
o enjoy these pleasures by proxy,
that is, by seeing others enjoy them.
It ig & great pleayure to prepare these
Ohristmas papers, and indeed all the
year; in the hope that they may add
to the happiness and mutual and
moral welfare of the many thousands
of bappy, bhearty Canadisn boys snd

! Saviour,

. 8irls who resd them, and above all, to

CHRISTMAS [ CROATIA.

Anoxu wmany pretty and singular
cuatoms peculiar to different sowons
of tho year, thote relating to Christ
mea arn perhaps the moat interest
ing. For the Ohristmas fenst, tho
tincat wheat (@our, tho awcetear
honey, the richost {ruit, ard the lest
wine aro stored up. Tho grand-
motbor dips the three wex lights
that must stand on the Christmas
tatle, Tha boys are sent to the
wieeds to find the immense log of
wcod, which, after being sprinkled
with wing, iy put in the stove
Cbristmas Eve. Two great lo w
aro baked, which aro to signilv '
Old and Now Testament. When
tho church-bell rings on Chrirtmas
Eve, tho whole family awemble in
tho dwelling-room , the first of the

CHRISTMAS SroRrrTS,

load the dear boys and girls to the |
Thank God for the happy
Christmas-tide, when even the busiest
of us can shave the holiday fun of the
boys and girls, like the big-bearded
man wbo is playing blind man's buft
with the young folk. ’

OHRISTMAS NUMBERS.

THE beautiful Christmas nnd New
Year's npumbers of PLeasant Houas
and Home and School, full of Christmas
pictures and poems and stories, will be
sent yost free to any address at 31!
per 100, |

The Cbristmas and Now Year'a,
Happy Days snd Sunbeam will be
sent post {ree for 50 cents & 100, Lat |
every child in every school bave oneof !
these papers to make Christmas a |
brighter and happier time.

—————— ) s peamer

Wk have on several occesions sent
large quantities of back numbers of our |
Sunday-echool papers to lamber camps, !
hospitals, prisons etc. We have a!
considerable quantily of these papers!
on hend, and will send, past free, to
aay address, back numbers in assorted '
parcels, for 25 cents per 100—just one-
fourth the regular price; or if any'
money is sent us for tho purpoes, we !
will send thess back numbers, at 25!
cents per 100, to cur own ministers’
for distribution in lumber camps, and
to hospitais and prisons, Address:

Rev. W. H, Wiranow; or, !
Rev. Wi Brices, Toronto. !

tapcrs is  highted, and a hymn
sung, The table is epread with
eatables, and tear the two Christ
mag loaves which are placed on {t
is a amall cup or veesel filled with
wheat, barley, oa's, etc. Before
tho feast begios, the father gces
to the table, takes the bhurnirg
taper in his hauod, and says, * Chris
in born” The chidren and others
wiesent repoat, ‘‘I¢ born, rcally
barn.” Then the taper is placed i
turn in the band of each child who
bas to stand on the bLench by the
stove and esy thr ¢ times, ** Praised
ba the Lord! Ohrise i3 born!”
whereupon the cther 1embers of
the family nuswer, *‘Praiee the
nawe of the Lord forever, and may
he grant then life acd health 1"

On Chngumas day, the second
taper is lighted, tho father says a
sho't prayer, and then blowing the
taper cut, pusbes it down among
the grains contained in the little
vegsel wo bhave aliesdy mentioned
Then he exsmines it. That kind
stuck to the candle—wheat, tarley,
or oats—will, he telieves, yield the
best crop in the coming year.

The 1ast of the three tavers is always
burned on New Y¢ar's day, and closes
the Christmas feetivities.—Sslected.

A GOOD MISSIONARY BOOK.

Misgion Stories from Many Lands. A
book for young people, with 340
illustrations, large 8vo., 392 pages,
Boston: American Board of Com-
nissioners for Foreign Missions;
Toronto: William Briggs. Price,
post free, $1.50,

There is no more heroic or stirring
story than that of Christian missions.
In vo way can the young bo 80 brought
into sympathy with this noblest of
causes 88 by reading that story. It
was a happy idea to prepare this large
and elegantly printed book for the

!young folk, "It will furnish many days

of fascinating reading,and the numerous
illustrations will give much information
about the strange tribes, and races, and
customs, and houses, and natural pis-
tory of misgion lands~much more
wholesome than the impoesible adven-

| tures of many Christmas books. Above

all, it will touch the heart and kindle
the zeal of the young, and will, doubt-
less, lead some to give themeelves to a
missionary life. Butthough only “some
can go, most can give, and all can
pray.” The bock treats of missions in
Africa, Tarkey, India, Cbins, Japan,
Micronesia, and many other lands, and
has no less than 340 engravings, many
of them full page, and is well bound in

[r—

cloth, It is very cheap, and all the
prefita are ddevoted to the benefit of
missions.

——— -
A GOOD sUNDAY BOOK.

Sunday Reading 1or OLL and Yeung
fur INNE S.0, 112 pagen snd 250
engouvings,.  New Yok, E & B
Young & Co.. Twonto William
Briges. Price §1 205,

Thia is & charming buck for old or
young, cepecially for the voung It is
full of short sketches, atoriea and poes,
and has severnl longer tales. The two
longest ot theso are a story of oy hife
on shiphoard **in N.lson's days ™ and
a talo of childlife in India.  The latter
especially is  splendifly  illurtrated
Ualy a very large sale can warrant the
expenso of »uch line engravings  (vher
aujects are * Tho Chi'd of the Ritle,”
** The Avimals of the Bible,” * Happy
Sanday Afternoons,” ete, otc, Thego
pictures are not old, worn out ones, t-ut
new and by leadiog artists,

The Bay Hero, by thosame put lishers,
is a touching story, teld in verse, by the
Bishop of Delfurd, and beanufully
ustrated. It will ton favouriie with
little ones, who will want to read it
over and over.

R ——

A HANDY HOUSKWIFE,

HOW BHR FROGVIDEA GRNAMENIN FOL THY.
CHLIBTMAN THY E= CANDLES, 0P« OEN
AND cANDY,

A CurisTias tre may bo prottily
trimmed at very little experse.  Of
coureo 1% is bert to get a giold tree
Not necesaarily large, but with vranches
closo together. aud of as comical a
shupe ag possicle. A box ot caudler,
more than suthcien. o aliow wno for
each branch, cun bo bought for ten
cente, and nice little tin ho%dem, resdy
to pin on the tree, for five centa a
dozen. About three or four dozen will
be needed. The next thing to think
of is the pop-corn. A five-cent cob will
make a large quantity. To pop it have
a very hot fire, put the corn in a gocd
large pan, if you have not a popper,
and shake over the fire until ponped,
taking great care not to burn, Have
ready a cup of water, in which a little
maple syrup or molasses and sugar
have been mixed. Sprinkle a little of
this over the corn, and pour it on a
large dish, Then take strong thresd
snd 8 very long needle and string
yards of the pop-corn. This is vory
effective, and should be draped fantas-
tically over the trec in every direction
Some people, bowever, prefer to use
raw cotton, a8 it more closely resem-
bles snow. :

After trimming your tree with the
pop-corn and candles the next thing
will bo candy. Bright coloured sticksy
and canes, baskets, and chocolate rats
put on by the tail are the best and
cheapest to get. Put them on with
odds and ends of brightcoloured rib-
bona and bitsa of sk, which will
heighten the effect. (1f course a fow
wax balls of green and crimaon make
the treo look prettier, and a8 meny
may be put on as desired, although
there is such a thing as having oo
much on a tree. The green should
predominate. The children’s stockings
should be hung up in the same room
in which the treo is to bo placed, and
their presents gronpad ahout the foot
of the tree. For 81 or $1 5N a very

bad.

~

handsome tree ull decoraced can be

¥
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MAKING CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

HERE’S a subtle air of mystery about
the house to-day :

There are whisperings and hidings, but not in
merry play ;

There’s a sound of shutting boxes; there’s a
noise of scampering feet,

Then the children come with sober steps,
with faces grave and sweet,

There are breakings-up of savings-banks, odd

pennies from papa ;
here are earnest consultations with annty

and mamma ;

There are calls for scraps of satin, skeins of
zephyr, shreds of floss,

There are searchings in thick folios for
antumn leaves and moss,

The artists, too, are busy painting horse-
shoes, tiles and shells ;

I hear half-whispered comments, ‘‘Those
lovely lily-befls, ”

What colour is a jessamine!” /I want a
lighter blue,”
‘1 think I'd put a darker shade in that if I
were you,”

What quiets all the busy tongues} the
hardly dare reply v gt y

To the simplest of questions, but hesitate
and try

To be strictly non-committal, '*Hush-sh-sh !
be careful now, don't tell,”

There are smiles and words half spoken, but
they keep their secrets well.

Lo! the mystery’s unravelled, for the
Christmas tree, ’ ipon

By the light of coloured tapers, fair and
beautiful to see,

Books and statues, toys and vases, but the
dearest gifts of all

Are the wor of tiny fingers, planned and
made by children smail,

See | cushions, book-marks, pen-wipers, of
every size and sort,

And what if grandma’s footstool has a leg a
trifle short #

It is covered with a
crazy kind,

And the rick-rack’s very crooked-—well ! they
tell me love is bling,

patch-work of a very

Here are lovely glowing pictures : it be
the leaves agd ferg piotures; can 1

That we gathered in the Autumn to such gems
of art could turn} '

Those ** coloured ontl ineg **
the French Acacemy,

But they hold the p'| f
Chiistmas tre?,_ ace of honour upon our

might not do for

No diamonds ever shone as bright as mother’s
eyes to-nigh’,

And no gifts sith money purchased could
give such rare delight ¢

Though the stitches were uneven and the

W l}ndm‘s not a few,

® only see the perfect work our darlings

tried to do, P

—XKate Lawrence,

A LITTLE SANTA OLAUS.

HEe was like & “jumping-jack,” only
he had & bright face, full of thought,
such a8 no jumping-jack ocould possibly
have.

His bare hands were tucked away in
the pockews of his patched and almost
worn-out trousers. Although the coid
wind mede bis little nose quite red, he
did not seew. to wind it; for he kept
dancing back and forth, jumping first
on one foo't then on the other, before
the shop window, and repeating over
and over-—* Ten conts for Polly, and
ten cents for Johnny, and twenty cents
for mother|”

The crowds of pecple, all in a hurry,
and full of the Christmas joy, passed
by, sometimes pushing against him, and
sometirges hioing him away from the
wind.'# and the pretty toys inside.
Morry boys went along in little groups,
dressed in warm overcoats and mittens,
whistling and luughiag, but none could
show a happier face than his. And

¢,

sometimes they half stopprd to wonder
at him, as he hopped up and down on
the side-walk, and kept up an eager

search with his eyes among the tempt-
ing Ohristmas toys. But he did not
notice it. He only repeated—e‘‘ Ten
cents for Polly, ten cents for Johnny,
and twenty cents for mother!” and
thought his own happy little thoughts,

For a great many weeks he had been
saving up his pennies ; they were very
scarce, and he worked hard to earn
them. And it was cold weather; and
it took a good many of the pennies to
keep the one fire at home to make them
all warm—*Polly, and Johnny, and
mother,” and little Nicholas himself.
Yet he had managed to save a few—
one here, and another there, until his
pocket jingled pleasantly that afterncon
a8 he put his hand in it and jumped up
and -down before the gay window.'

Wag 't it funny that his name should
be Nicholas? He thought so. Some
one in the mission school had told him
the story of * 8t. Nicholas,” the friend
of all boys and girls: the wonderful
Saint Nicholas, who did so many kind
deeds for those who were poor or in
trouble,

“ And now I shall be a St, Nicholas
myself,” he said, laughing softly, as he
jingled his pennies; ““a real Santa
Olaus! and give them all a nice surprise
—ten cents for Polly, and ten cents for
Johnny, and twenty cents for mother.”

He could not decide what to buy, and
that was why he stood in front of th.
window so long. A few doors back,
at the baker's, he thought he had seen
something for mother; but here, among
the toys, he was quite puszled.

You all know how pleasant it is to
puzzle and think over such things ; and
80 you may understand that Nicholas
did not mind,

But it was getting nearly dark now,
and the lamps were being lighted, so he
must hurry,

All the streets were bright and busy,
Everybody was joyful at the Christmas
time. Several girls came along, singing
softly, as they never would have thought
of doing at any other time :—

¢¢ Christ was born on Christmas Day,
‘Wreathe the holly, twine the bay.”

They had been practising their carols
with the Sunday-school childen; and
how glad they looked, thinking of all
the pleasant things that come with this
dear Chistmas-time! The church, so
bright and sweet with its evergreen
decorations ; the kind faces of teachers
and friends, who kept wondertul secrets ;
and thebeautiful tree, with its lights and
gifts ; and the happy music, all about
“ peace and good-will,” like the song the
angels saug so 1 0,

¢ Anni»s, do seethat little fellow ! Isn’t
he funnyi”

They had come up to where Nicholas
stood, repeating his little calculation,

“ What 4s he saying? Isn't that a
pretty doll 1”

Oue of them went nearer, trying to
hear what this little feliow with the
bright face was eaying,

““Oh, come, Kitty | You'll get some-
thing p’reteier than that to-morrow, I
ex i

Then they all turned to cross the
sireet. And for a mowent tho small
St. Nichol @ forgot his own aflairs as he
watched them, and even followed, un-
consivualy, to the curb-atore,

Oaly for a moment. It was such a
moment ag never came in any of their
lives again!

The smallest of the girls, looking
carelessly back, and humwming a carol
to herself, did not see the two great

ll:oueu and the heavy truck close upon
er,

Perhaps the driver did not see her,
either; she was 80 small, and the street
wag 80 crowded, But Nicholas did, and
quick as a thonght he had sprung to-
ward her with a shout and caught the
horses’ heads. Such a little fellow to
think he could stop those great horses !
He only put himself there in front of
her; and in that instant’s check she
had stepped beyond the danger. But
he was thrown down, and one heavy
wheel passed over him.

That was all; but it was the end of
the Qaristmas calculations “for Polly
and Johnny and mother.”

There was & great crowd, and strong
arms carried the brave St. Nicholas
away from the street to see what could
be done for him.

And in the crowd appeared the little
girl's father, and he took her up, and
there were tears on his cheeks ; and she
cried t00, and hid her face in his arms,
and said:—

“ Oh, papa, he saved me! that little
boy !

They sent for a doctor ; but when he
came he shook his head and said that
nothing could be done,

The * Ohrist-Child,” was at the door,
snd Nicholus was going away with him.
There could not be a better Christmas
for him than that, could there

The girls gathered around him, and
just once he opened his eyes, and, look-
ing at Kitty, said : —

“It's in my pocket. Will you bay
them for Polly and ”—Then his voice
failed,

“ Oh, yes, I will/ I will buy some-
thing for them all ! ”

And so they did-—she and her grate-
ful father, Never had there been such
generous Christmas gifts in that poor
home before. Never had “ Polly and
Johnny and mother” had such comfort
and such kind attention. But notaing
could give them back little Nicholas
again, and their hearts were very, very
sad that Christmas eve.

The next night, when the lights had
burned out on the tree, and the carols
were all sung, and Kitty was going
home, safe and well, with her father,
she #uid :—

“ Papa, I know Ilove Jesus now. I'm
sure of it, ever since last night. It
was all that brave little boy. And
I want to sne him again some day, and
tell him. I hope I shall. I know I
shall 1”

And 8o, you see, he was really a little
St. Nichelas, after all, helping to bring
the very best gif—the true Christmas
gift—to Kituy’s heart, to make her
whole life glad and good.

HELPING POOR SCHOOLS.

We have received the following
Jetter from a little lad of nine :—* Dear
Dr. Withrow,—Some time ago I was
very ill with a fever, and when I was
getting better my ma read me a story
out of one of your Sunday-school
papers, about a little girl that had
collect~d among her friends a lot of
books for poor Sanday-schools. After
1 got well I thought I would see if I
could co:lect some algo, so when I went
to school again, I had our teacher ask
the scholars to bring all the books
they could spare to our house on the
next S.turday. A few of the scholars
came and brought quite a number of
books, and my pa procured for me the

old library from the Sunday-school

here, 80 I have boxed them all up and
pa has sent them by express to your
address to-day. Please distribute them
to poor schools that are not able to
buy books for themselves.

“We have a good Sunday-school here
and take all the papers published at
the Book-rooms. We read them all
every week, and like them very much.
We have a good day-school here also;
and a splendid teacher, whom we all
like very much; he teaches in the
Sunday-school too.”

[God blesa the dear boy. We hope he
will live long to be a worker in the
Church of God. We would give his
name and address but that we have not
received permisgion.—Eb.]

BETTER BE SURE THAN
SORRY.

“BETTER be sure than sorry!” said »
garden-worker, when his employer ex-
pressed a doubt whether it was neces-
sary to cover a certain vegetation to
protect it from the frost. ¢ Better be
sure than sorry!”

A man who is not sure is
likely to b sorry. He who takes
things on trust will be quite likely to
he cheated and disappointed at last.
The business man who treads in un-
certain paths, who is not sare of his
ocourse, is very likely to be sorry he
has taken it.

Keep on the safe side. Be sure
rather than sorry. Do not give your-
self the benefit of every doubt. Be
lenient to others’ faults, but strict re-
garding your own: If there be an act
which in your own mind is doubtful
or questionable in ite character, take
the course of wisdom and prudence.
It would be a terrible t| to be mis-
taken in the final day; it is better to
be sure here than to be sorry at the
judgment seat of Ohrist.

THE COW TREE.

NaTure has few more remarkable
sights for the traveller than that of a
tree yielding an ample supply of milk
superior to that drawn from the cow.
It is in Venezuela that this remarkable
tree may be found. There amid the
forest: it grows to a height of from
forty five to sixty feet. Everymorning
the Indians go out with vessels, make
‘aep cuts in the bark, and oollect the
w ite, creamy fluid, which runs from
the wound. Men and women, fed
largely upon this vegetable milk, grow
fat, and children drink it eagerly.

4

Dr. T. L. Froop in The Chautau-
quan, for December, discusses the
methods of the Four Champions of
Temperance now at work in America,
and adds: “We believe them to
represent the temperance principles
and methods which must win in the
second century of this great reform,—
John B, Gough, Francis Murphy,
Neal Dow, and Frances E. Willard.”

ONE of the special attrac’ions of our
Sunday-school papers, for 1886, will be
missionary articles, with numerous pic-
tures, on Japan, by the Rev. Dr. Mea-
cham, late missionary in that country,
and missionary letters by Rev. T. Crosby,
British Columbia, and other missionary
heroes who are fighting the battle of
the cross on thg. high ‘places of the
field. o
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PLEASANT HOURS.

CHRISTMAS DAY,

JUAT'S this hurry, what's this flurry
All through the house to-day !

Ererywhere & morry scurry,

Everywhere a sound of play.
s-mething too, ‘s the matter, matter,

uut-ol-ﬁoon as woll aain,
Zor the bell goes clatter, clatter,

Every minute—such a din,

B} Zrerybody winking, blinking,
" In a qucer, mysterions vu{);
What ou earth can they bo thinking,

| What on carth can be to pay |
Bobly peeping o'er the stairway,
Bursts into s little shont ;
Kitty, too, is {n & fair way,
Where she hides, to gigglo out.

As the bell goes cling-s.ling-ing
Evory minute more and more,

And swilt feet go apringing, springing,
Through the hallway to the door,

There a glimpss of box and packet,
and a little rastle, rustle,

Yskes such aig}l}:t and sound and racket—
Sach & jolly bustle, bustle—

That the youngsters in their places,
Hiding slyly out of sight,

All at once show shining faces,
All at onoe acream with delight.

Goand ask them what's the matter,
What the fun outside and in—
What the meaning of the chatter,
What the bustle and the din,
Hear thern, hear them laugh and shout, then
Altogether hear them say,
“Why, what have you been about, then
Not to know it's Christmas Day t”

-

A OHRISTMAS LEGEND.

It is from the Scandinavian Yule-
lide, or Twelve Nights, that our mod-
¢rn Obristmas derives the larger share
of its emblematical usages, This was
st once the mogt holy and most im-
portant festival among the northern
mations, It extended from the 26th
of December to the 5th of January,
and was religiously observed by feast-
ing and feativity, The custom has an
wtiquily as great as the Runio stonss,

| d ita facts throw considerable light

vpon the early mythology of our fore-
{shers. In common with all other
Pagan npations they freely personified
the active forces of nature, and thus
they symbolished the conflicts of
natural forces by the battle of the gods
ad giants. Strongest of all the giants
was Winter, the Ice King, who is
represented a8 most fierce and inex-
orable, the enemy of all life, and the
relentless foe of gods and men, His
warsteed was the all-stiffening north
wind, Swadilfari, by whose aid he
builds & formidable ice castle, from
which the merciless giant threatems to
inaugurate the reign of darkness and
eternal death., The gods resist this
wurpation, and the giant endeavours
to sustainit. A fierce conflict follows,
the battle of the gods and gianta,
Spring fights with the ico giant, and
the south wind the north wind, but
there is no victory for either side until
Thor, god of the thunder-storm, demol-
ishes with his huge hammer the walls

f| of the ice castle. Freijs, the smiling
|| goddesss of Spring, then resumes her

former sway, while lifeand light and
proéperity return to gladden the earth.
But the reatless giants have only

il yielded for a time, and they are ever

plotting to regain their lost sopremacy.
By a stratagem the giant Thrym at
lagt secures ihe mighty sledge-hammer
of Thor am! buries it eigut lesgues
under the gr.und. For eight months
again the loe King has the mastery,
and datkness and Winter aie trinm-
phaut. At the end of that time iron-
handed Thor resaptures his hammer,

wind, demolishes tho gisnt's castle, and

tho defeated onemy of man is once
moro forced to retire, 8o tho ctornal
conflict continues, the opposing forces
of Spring and Winter never coasing to
push forward their claims at the proper
soason. Tho old mythologics of the
Northland are full of tho story of
theso struggles, and tho old German
pocsy has taken from them some of ita
most striking features. Boautiful and
significant legends aro all of thom ;
and thoy should bs more famillar to
every English reader who tracos his
ancestry back to thoso old rsces,—
Reposstory.

-
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A CHRISTMAS COLUB.

A Nuuskr of notes wero written,
asking two or more girls and boys
from every Sunday-school in the city
of Portland, Me., to moet at a cortain
house at b6 o'clook, on the following
Thureday afternoon. Did they como$
Come? They did not know what the
call was for, save for a whisper about
Chiistmas work ; but they came:
csme in pairs, in trios, in quartets and
quintets—a whole squad from the
Butler school: big boys with big
bearts, wee tots only four years old
from the kindergarten—one hundred
children ready for anything, Oh, I
wish you could have been there at the
forming of that club! A lady came
forward to speak to them, and their
voices were hushed in expeotation. I
can't tell yon juat what she said, but
her words were beautiful. She spoke
of their Christmas festivities every
year, of their parents and their friends;
then of unfortunste children who had
fewer, some nome, of these joys.
When she asked : “ Does anyone here
want to do anything for these othera §”
the thought that they could do any-
thing was new to almost all—to many
even the wish was new: but like one
great heart-throb came their answer,

“VYes! I! I! 11 I want to do
something 1” ¢ Children what can
you do?” A pause, and then one
little voice cried : ¢ Dive’em a cent !”
That was the first offer, but it was
followed by many another : *Give’em
candy!” “@Give ’em a turkey!”
“(@ive 'em a coat!” each beginnin
with that grand word, * Give.” The
result of that meeting waas this: To
form a club which should last ¢ for-

ever;” to call it <«The Children’s be

Christmas clab;” to have for its
motto: ¢ Freely yo have received,
freely give;” to place the membership
fee ac ten cents, 80 that no child should
be prevented from joining because he
was not “rich;” to make no distine
tion in regard to sect or nationality;
to permit to join the clab any boy or
girl under eighteen years of age who
socepted its principles, which were:
To be ready at all times with kind
words to assiat children less fortunate
than themselves ; to make every year,
in Christmas week, a festival of some
kind for them ; to eave through the
year toys, books, and games, inebead
of carelussly deatroying them ; tosave,
and wherever practicable put in good
repair, all out-grown clothing ; to beg
nothing from any source, but to keep
a8 the keystone of the club the word
“Giva;” to pay every year a tax of
ten cents; ana to make their first
festival in the City Hall on Thursday,
Dec. 28, 1882, At that festival a
Christmas trce and dinner was given

ONCE TOO OFIEN.

It is not many months rinco a boy in
ono of the cities in tho State of Nuow
York jumped on a passing freight train
as it was alowly going through the
stroot, and afier riding {>r a fow squarce
swung bimeelf off,. Ho had often dono
this agatns: tho remonstrances of friends
and tho orders of the rallroad officials,
On this occasion a flagman of the road
shouted to him, Dy boy, you'll do
that once too often and get hurt”

¢ No danger,” he replied, ¢ | can take
care of myself.”

The noxt morning tho foolish boy
tried it sgain, and this time *‘once too
oftan,” fur he loet his hold, and slipped
atd foll on the track, and the beavy
cars ran over him and mangied his body
almoat beyond recognition.

Yes, it was onco too often.  So was it
in tho caso of a milkman, who was in
tho habit of crossing tho railroad track
in a largo city in New Jorsoy every
morning at aboat the time when a train
was due. He had several narrow
oacapes, and was ropeatedly warmed ;
but bo thought he knew his own busi-
ness, and was sure he could get his
horso over every time beforo the train
camo. But one morning his horse
stumbled just as his fore-feet struck the
track, Mo did not fall, and was up
again and moving in a few seconds ;
bat those few soconds which, hnd he
not stumbled, would havo been enough
to carry him and his driver safety over,
were just cnough now to bring the
swift train right dcwa on the waggon,
and there was a wreck !

The writer was one of the psssengers,
and got out assoon as the train stopped.
It was indeed a sad and shocking eight
to see the young man lying on the
ground mangled and bleeding aud dying.
He was taken to a hospital, whero ho
died in a few hours, a victim ofkis own
reckleasneas.

Never take any . ks of tho sort
taken by these two pervons, or you may
risk once too often. 'The fact is, thnt
in all such cases the first timo is once
too often.

It is just so with bad habits of
thought, of speech, of action. Beware
of taking risks, or you may bring sorrow
on yourself and on your friends. Be-
ware of bud company. Any one who

8 | asks another to do wrong in any way

is bad company, and we ought not to

permit ourselves to be moved by such,

though persussi~n, threats, or ridicule
used,

THE CHRISTMAS GUEST.

¢« Have you & guost-chamber, & place
of veat for those who may come §”

“ For my friends.”

 Has it comforts for those who are
worn, some nook of rest for those who
have been wearied by the way$”

« Al that love can furnish.”

#Yg there an open door3”

# Night aud day.”

« And you koep it for these alono "

* For theas alone.”

“Then let me tell you. A King,
your XKing, is coming to be your guest,
In the stillnesa of the early Christmas
morning, he will come, your King,
your Savicur. Will there bo an open
door and some one waiting thers to
welcome him1”

« Alast I have no room.”

#“Noroom? But you said you had
a gueat-chamber.”

«Jt s my heart. It is mot good

“ flo will come into it jnst aaat in
You nced not bang richer curiaing at
the windows, nor Iay a thicker carpot,
nor make sotter beda”

“ Bat it is oocupied.”

¢ Are thoro gueats in §t1”

“ Yes, it has other gursta,  The
King cannot stay with tlem.”

“ You hang your haad, What am
they 1"

* Pride.”

¢ And that alone!”

¢ Angor.”

*“ Another 1"

* Envy."”

* Another 1"

“ Wiliulnesa.”

““ Another ¥

¥ 0Ogo many ' Helfiahnesn in all its
forms. Their faces avo ovil, and the
(noe of the King ims holy, Theirs aro
dark and hiv is the light iteelf.”

“But will you not turn them out?
Will you not make room for the
Kingt Ho will como in if you will
have it so. Will you let him, your
King, go past your door, he who hus
80 much to bestow on you who need
¢o much ! Turn out thoso gueets that
would drive him away robtod of sceptre
and crown, Did you not say tho door
was open ¥

« It is opon, and thoso guceta have
gone 1"

“Gono becauso the King, that
Christmas guest, has catored, bis for-
giving, loving prescnce filling the
chamber of yourheart."—S. 5., Classmate,

AN OLD CHRISTMAS CAROL.

S Joseph was a.walking,

He heard au sugel sing,

*“This midnight shall be the Eirth-nighl
0! Christ the Heavenly King,

His birth-bed shall be neither
In housing nor in hall,

Nor in the place of Paradise,
But in the oxen's atall.”

As Joseph way s-walking,
Thus dud the angel sing,
And Mary's Son at midnight

Was born to be our Kipg!

¢t He neither shall be rocked
In silver nor in gold,

But in the wooden manger
That lieth on the mould ;

Ho noither shall be clothed
In purple nor in pall,

But in the fair white linen
That usen bables all

o neither ahsll be washen
1WWith white wine nor with red,

But with the fair spring wator
That on you shall be shed.

*Then, bo you glad, good people,
At this time of the year,

And light you up your candles,
For his star shineth near.”

L 4

CHRISTMAS ALL THE YEAR.

Dickexs says, “I will bonour
Christmas in my heart, and try to
keop it all the year;” and perhaps
this, which he said at another time, is
tho reason why he wants o keep it all
the year: ‘I have always thonght of
Chbristruas time as & good timo—a
kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant
time.”

The trao Christmas is all this and
more. It is a time when we not only
remember our friende—and enemics,
it wo have them—Ilovingly and for-
givingly, but when we do it, for the
gako of One who lovod us when we
were far from him. Any Ohristian
joy that does pot find its spring and

source in Jesus, the Holy Babe of
( tad sooompaziod by Loki, the spring ' to six hundred poor children. enough for him.” Bathlehem, is not the true joy. - é
s 94.,%%
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WIHAT THE STARB BAW.

VWA HEN tho sexton came to the town
Ve stair,
Where the coil of bellrope lay,

He cheerily called, ** Old bel! up thers,
Ring out 1 it is Christmas Day 1"

He scizod the 1ope in each wrinkloed hand,
He pulled Wil‘l s youthfu imight
Till tkcl) g]dml sound pealed o'er the slesping
and,
And soared to the atars so liright.

**Ho, ho " laughud tho stars o'er earth and
wain, L
“ What know you of Christmas-tide t
Wa shone on that far-off Eastern lain
Wheroe o atar was the wite Man’s guide.

*“\Wo saw the Child in his manger bed,
And the gifts that the magi gave,

Wo shall shine when your voice has fled,
\We shall shine on the sexton's grave.”

Smd the sexton: '*Stars! to you ‘twasgiven
To horald the Christmas birth ;
Though the praise and the glory bolong to
heaven
'Tis the joy bolobgs to earth,”

TO TEAOCHERS,

Lxarn the losson ro well that youn
can adapt your teaching to your class
no matter what the grade of your class
may be. But it is always brat to have
some prearranged and definite plan,
according to which you will teach each
lesson, Write that plan out britfly;
go over it in vour mind carefully;
arrange your difforent topics methodi-
cally; and have all your illustrations
ready boforehand. In this way your
teaching will be successful, and you
will benefit your scholars and do good.

L L —

HOW DO YOU KNOW?

Two and two make four~—that is
matuematics. Hydrogen and oxygen
in cortain proportions make water—
that is science. Christ, and him
crucified, is the power and wisdom of
God for salvation—that is revelation,
But how do you know?! Put two and
two together, and you have four—
count and sce. Puat hydrogen and
oxygen together, and you have water
—tasto and prove. Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
know.

LESSON NOTES.

B.0.700) LESSON XII, [Dec. 20,
THR GRAOIOUs INVITATION,

Isa, 5%, 1-11, Commil to mem. vs, 6-9,

GorpxN Trxr,

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
tho waters. lia. 55 1.

OvTLINE,
1. The Call, v, 1.7,
2. Tho Promise, v. 8.11,

Tiur.—B.C. 700.

Pracr.—Jerusalem,

EXPLANATIONS. — TAat (hirsteth — That
hath desire.  TAe waters-- Representing tho
widely differont blessivgs of Christ's kingdom.
No nomuy—The poorest might enjoy them.
Buy and cat—Not in tho senss of purchase,
but of ownership, Buy toine and milk without
money—Iludicating  still richer blossings,
Sure mercies—The covenant promuses of God.
Fwen ham—Thst i3, Chnist as the son of
David. A witness—Christ was the assurance
of God's favour, ono to confirm the promi-es
God bad mado to the fathers.  Vafions that
knao not—Referring to the ingathering of
tho Gentiles. IWhile As may d¢ found—
Showing a limit to probation. Void—Empty,
showing that as rain avd smow do-nct fall
from heaven usclessly, but only return
thithor alter having accomplished ‘a benefi-
cont purposs, so God's word has a fruitful
mission,

TRACEINGS OF THE LXssox,

Whoere in this losson aro we taught—
1. That sll men are callod to seek God !

2.' Tl at now is the tume to seoure ralvation'!
3. That God, is found only by the penitent
hoart

THx Lasson CATRORISX,

v 1."When should we seek tho Lord?
\While he may be found.,” 2. What
should tho wicked do?! *‘Let tho wicked
forsake his way.'” 8. If he roturns unto the

Iord, how will he roceave himt  ** He will
have mercy on lum.” 4, What docs God
dot ‘*Abuadantly pardons.” 5. What

does the Lor say concerning his wordy It
shall not return unto me void "

DocTRINAL SvGorsTION.—Tho universshty
of salvation.

CATRCHISN QUKSTION,

44, What is the teaching of tho New
Tostament concerning children as members
of the Church? It is impliod that tLeir
baptism places them in the samne relation to
tho Now Covenant in which infants were
rlaced to the (ild by the nite of circumcision.
Ience they aro spoken of, addressed, and
exhorted, as hoira of gospel privilego.

(Matt. xix, 14 ; Ira. x. 14; JTas. x1, 11.]

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.
Dec. 27,
RERVIEW SCHEXX,

Losson I.  Biiska ot Dothan.— By whose
advico were the Syrian king's plans defeatod?
Whom did ho tond to seize the prophet?
What did the prophet's servant sest  Kepoat
the GoLpg~N TEXT. What uid Rlisha do to
tLo Syrian army?! YWhat treatment of an
onemy did he proposo !

Lesson 1. "The Famine in Syra. —What
prophicy of plouty diu Elisha make: Vhat
did he predict for & doubter? Who caused
tho_ Synan army’s defeat! Who discoverod
their tlight ¥ How was plenty secured to the
Israclitest What became of the doubter!?
Repeat the GoLprN TExT,

n Il Jiku's False Zeal.—Whom
dia Jehu call for a wituoss? What did he
invite him to see! What priests did he
destroy ¥ What idolatry did he still permit?
Repeat the GoLbrx TexT,

Losson IV.  T'he Temple Reaired. — What
was the chaiactor of Jehoasu ¢ What did he
order set aside for the repair ot the Lord's
llxiousel gow long m!s his orderddisobeyed'

oW “7a3 the money at last collected ?
the GOLDEN Txrx'r.y Hopost

Lesson V. D:ath of Klisha,—To whose

sick bed did 8 10yal wourner come? \What
was the king ordered to do?  What penalty
did his faure bring upon him? What

miracle was wrought by the bones of the
prophet 1 Repeat the GoLben Trxr.

Les.:ox(xl VL~ The Story of Jonak,—What
command was given 10 Jonah! [voLpE
Pex1.] What did be do to avoid oblediencer;
gzw s:xr hudesc;p;a' prt:ivlen{)edi What did

ors do o disobedi

How was he preserved t dieat prophet 1

Losson V11, Zfect of Jonah’s Preaching,
—To whom was Jonah snt a second time?
What was his threatenin message?  What
effect did it have upon t%e peoplo!  What
testimony cid Jesns bear to this part?
[Gg;xx gxlxr.] u

on V1. = Heulwah's Good Reign.—

Who was Hezekish! What was himu-
acter? [GoLuEN TexT.] What did he do
to destroy idolatry? How did the Lord
rg:nrd ln:1 !mhf;xdlmbaslh What Samaritan
city was desivo; the Syri
did the Lord fony;ke ls{tell yrknst Why

Lesson IX. Bestkiah’s Prayer Answered.
—What message did Isaish bring to King
Hezekish? What did the king do in his
distress? What is the p=slmist's bonediction
to the adlicted ¥  [Gorney Trxt.] What
promtse did the Lord give the king in answer

;t; x;yu-! What 2igu was given to Heze-
a
Lesson X, The Sinful Nation, — How

does the Lord describe his rebellions people t
With what does ho say he is not xalzizﬁped?
What does he ask them to put away?
(GoLvxx TrxT.) What invitation is given
to the sinfult "What promuse to the peni-

tent !
. Leston X1 The Supering Saviour.—How
is the promised Saviour described by the

prophet t  For whom were these sufferings
borne! What burden was laid upon Jesust
%GOLDBN Texr.] How were thess sufferings
orne;
Lesson XIL.  The Gracious Invitation.—

What graciousinvitation is given t [GoLpEN

Tex7.] What remonstrances is given to the
worldlyt What are the ‘steps xg::cu to
rdon? What is the extent of the pardon ?

y what bas God assured his pardon tomen

METEODIST MAGAZINE

FOR 18886.

Vowmes XXIIT and XXIV ; 1,152 Pages,
with nearly 250 Fine Engravings.

$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months.

“Guardian® or * Wesloyan" & *“ Magasine*
togother, $3.50.
W. H. WITHROW, D.D,, F.R.8.0.,, - EDITOR,

ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.

‘“Tiur Great Nokru-West," its History
and  Resources — Indinn  Races — the Fur
‘Irado and_Fur Companies—Trapping and
Hunting  Farwang and Kanclung - Missions
and Mixsionaries -and the I'wo Rebellions
in the Nurth-West,  This wall run through
most of the year.

“WoNDERS oF THE YELLOWSTONK AND
THR Paciric Coast,  with over 40 superb
engravings, by J. I'. Moore, Esq.

*To Tue Rueuny Moustains,” by H.
E. Clark, M.P.P.

Y Preruresque Cavapy,” with new and
beautiful cuts of Torento anil Montreal, ete.

*Witit STANLEY oy TiK Coxao.”

“ FoorrriNTts or St. LPavr.”

*Tur SEVEN CHURGUES IN ASIAL"

“ PICTORESQUE ScoTLANy.”

SAUNTERINGS N [auLaND,"—1L

CAMUNG THE ZusL"

“OCR Intias Esemce: ims Crmes, 11y

Pataces, 118 PropLe.”
S AWANUEKINGS 1N DULTH AMERICA,"
“Amunu TiE Eshiso,” by the Rev, 1V,
S. Blackstock.

““CHavTatqua witn Pex asp Peyc.”

* I'nkovun TE Busriorss ™

SNORWAY aND ITS Prorpe.”

“A Visitr To S1. HELENA."

*“Ix THE GERMAN FATHERLAND,Y

4 Swiss Prerores,”

S CHINA AND 1TS Missions.”

“Js e CanoLinas,” by Dr, Eggleston.,

“ AMoxe THr CATSKILLS,"

“ON A GraviTy RatLwav.”

‘““IN THE ADIRONDACKS.”

“T'ng PrcroresQue St. LAwRENCE”

“Is Bmsre Lisvs,”—Third Series.

“Ox tie CoLonavo.”

‘JasMatea anp 118 PeorLe.”

“EaTitkr MATTHEW AND 118 \WWORK,"” by

the Rev. William McDonagh.

“Jony Mirtox,” by the Revo F. H.

Wallace, B.D.

“Tune Movrky Saist Entzaneti,” by

the Rev. 8. . Rose.

“HAVELUCK anp his Hewows,”

A Mistodzaky Bisnor.™

OTHER ARTICLES.

Among the 1w ierons cther articles will
be the following:

* Less Kaows PokTs op METHODISM, " by
Dr. John A, Williams.

“Tue Fisan Ovrcome oy Six,” by Dr.
Sutherland.

“Tur Lost Evrire or tue HitriTes," by
Thos. Nichol, M. D,, LL.D , D.C.L.

“Procuress 1y Turoroey,” by Principal
Sheraton, Wychile College, Toronto

“Hary Houns g a LUsatic ASYLUN,” by
Dr. Daniel Clark, Superintendent
of Asylum for Insane, Toronto,

¢ SISTER AND SAINT," Rev. W, Hall, M A,

“ Mestoriais oF Dr. Iick axo Dr. Care
RoLL.”

¢ Lowrb CaIrys," by W, Galbraith, D.C.L.

Ty RELATIONS oF THE ENGLISH aAND
Fresen 18 Caxava,” by Rev, L.
N. Beaudry.

¢« Wirtian WiLserrogrce,” by Rev. F.
H. Bland.

“Tue Scott Act,” by Rev, D. L. Brethour

¥ LOVE AND DACRIFICE,” by Kev. W, WV,
Carson.

““Bricks AND THE Binug,” Dr. Burwash,

Contributions may also be expected from
Revs, Dr Carman, President Nelles, Dr.
Stewart, J C. Antliff, T, W. Jolliffe, J. C.
Sevmour, X A. Stafford, Dr. Burwash,
Prof. Shaw, J. S. Ross, M.A., Dr. Burns,
Principal Austin, Geo. Webber, Hugh John.
ston, B, Dr. Lnini'. James Awde, B.A.,
A. C. Courtice, S. B. Dunn, aud many
others,

LAY CONTRIBUTORS 3

Joln .\l.udunnld, }':Sq., the Hon. G. W,
Ross, Minister of Education; Prof. Haanel,
F.R.8.C., Prof. Coleman, Ph.D., His Honor
Judge Dean, Prof. Robins, LL.D., J. J.
Mclaren, Q.C., D. Allison, Esq., LL.D.,
John Camecron, Esq., of the Toronto Globe ;
John Reade. Esq , F.R.S.C., of the Montreal
Gazette , and numerous other writers.

OUR SERIAL STORY,

$¢ JAN VEpDER'Ss WirK," will be one of
ing intorest. Of this book Mrs. H. B
towo soys: * I have read and ro-read wi}
dcep interest the story. I rejoice in a bogk
whnso oral is 80 noble and so nobly apg
strongly exprossed.”

REPRINT ARTICLES.

**The Four Gospels,” by Canon Farras,
D.D., F.R.S8. Four P;pem ’.

** The English Princes at the Antipodes”
from the Journals of Prince Edward and
Princo George of Walea,

‘¢ Chivalry,” by Rose Elizaboth Cleveland
—Sister of tho President of tho Unitd
States,

“Tho Origin of the Universe,” by the
Rev, W. H. gallinger, LL.D,, F.R.S.

*“The Mecditorranean of Canada,” by
J. Macdonald Oxley.

** Famous Men and Women Series,” belng
brief studies of tho most eminent persons
of recent or remoto times.

Papers on Science, by Prof. Drummond,
Sir John Lubbock, Grant Allan, and others,

*“ Higher Life.”

‘¢ City Mission Sketches,” ete,

Our Premium for 1886

I8 tho best ever offered. It is Dr. Normaa
McLeod'’s famous Story, *‘Tux OLp Lizp.
TXNANT AND 118 SoN,” o book of 401 pages,
illustrated. A talo of fascinating inte
which will bu read with avidity by both o}
and young. Only 35 cents. than one-
fourth the regular price.
Some schools have taken ten copies to
circulato instead of librarics, as being freaher
and moroattractive. Send for special terms,

Address—WiLLray Brioos, 78 & 80 King
Street East, Toronto; or, C. W. Coarss,
Montreal ; S, F. Hurstis, Halifax, N.S,

WORKS BY S1LAS K. HOCKING.

All fully Illustrated and beautifully
bound in cloth.

CALEBCARTHEW:: ALife Story
with steel portrait of author
12mo, cloth, 81.50,

RUDYFORD; o
Charaocter. 12mo, cloth.
Price 75 cents.

IVY; ATale of Cottage Life. 12mo.
Price 75 cts.  *‘ Mr. Hocking's latest work
is desotving of the widest possible circa.
lation, snd it may not be out of place to
mention that in the attractive form in
which it is itsued, is eminently suitablefor
a School Prize or & Christmas Present."—
Birminghom Gazelle.

HIS FATHBR; or, A Mother'’s
Liegacy. 12mo. Price 75 cts, A
pathetic and interesting tale,”—Record,

ER BENNY. 12mo. Price 75 cts..
H‘- Will touch vhe hearts of all who may

read it "—ANonconfermist.
BA-WAIF. 12mo, cloth, 76 cts. A
smost interesting and {ouchin'g tale. Its.
tesching has the right meral 3ing, :

C GREEN. 12no, cloth, 75 cts.
A;‘-‘\Ev}ill charm and also benefit youthial
readers "— Edinburgh Courant. **A goud-
readable book. Thu anthor has conveyed
the lessons he wirhes to teach in an intr-
esting manner.''— Hampshire Adortiser.

«DIOK'SFAIRY ;" A Taleofthe
Streets. 12mo, cloth, gilt edges, 90 cte.

CHIPS; A Story of Manchester.
Life. tq. 16mo. 35 cts. ‘‘An interest-
g moial story suitable for boys and girls.”
— Halifax Couricr. ' Well adapted for
circulation among Sunday-school children.

— Manchester Courier,

POOR MIKE; A Story of a Waif.
8q. 18mo, 35 cts.-

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 Emxe Sr. EAst, TORNTO. |
Q. W, COATES, Montreal. | 8, ¥. HUESTIS, Halitax,

Creed and
Tlustrated,
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