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'WOLF TOTEM POLE AT PRINCE RUPERT

Thh totem pole; which now stands at Prince Rupert, B.C,, for
marl{ belonged to a Nishga Chief, named Dauk, and stood ir

thefront of his lodge, at Gitlakdamix, on the Upper Naas River,

in Northern British Columbia. PRt

The earved figures seen on the top of the pole
represent the l)ﬂndpal actors in legends describing
the origin of the family crests, e owner of the
totem pole ed to the “Wolf Clan.”

The pal legend which explains how the
wolf was adopted for the family crest is as follows:

One day, lon {'enru ago, a gréat lava eruption
took place, at 8! wunailftqu, on the Upper Naas &

iver. The molten mass pushed the waters of the |
river back across the valley to the mountain-side
and formed a dgrnt lava plain, which extended
from the head waters of the Kshluich to the
eanyon, at Gwinaha. The fiery flow overwhelmed
ages and fishing hamlets in its path, and the
o?: e fled to thesurrounding hills.” Among these
is,
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ugitives was an Indian chief named Gum-lu-

, the
gmmlu dis fled, with his family, to the high-
lands of the Shkamal River where they camped.
Night after night they had no rest, but were dis-
turbed by weird sounds and voices accompanied
by the beating of tomtoms. At length the Chief
and some of his braves determined to set out and
ver where the sounds came from. The legend
describes how they found themselves in the abode
of “Luluks”. Spirits of the Dead, where they
beheld many strange thinfs. Escaping fr
these haunted regions, Gum-lu-gidis, overcome by #
{ear, again took up his flight, this time across the §
Grease Trail to the Skeena River, leaving the §
Naas, with its terrors, far behind. When the §
winter snows had melted and the ice had left the
river, Gum-lu-gidis and his companions travelied
down the Skeena River, in dugouts made from
cottonwood trees, until they reached the island of
ern, now known as Kaien Island, on which
Prince Rupert is situated. Not very long after
they had settled at Khern, Gum-lu-gidis’ rest was
once more disturbed, this time by the nightly
howls of wolves which seemed to be calling Gum-
lu-gidis by his name. The old fear overcame him
once more, for he thought the spirits of the lava
had again found him out. After the howling had
continued for two nights, the old Chief determined
to meet his fate. Dressed in his ceremonial
dancing robes, with face painted and his long hair
tied in a knot, after the manner of the warriors of
his tribe, he set out alone from the camp armed
with his Chief’s tomahawk, set with abalone shell.
Following the direction from which the sounds
Drocudes Gum-lu-gidis came face to face with
a vﬁlto wolf. Raising his tomahawk pre-
to defend himself he noticed the animal
was in t pain and unaware of his approach, as
it was in vain to dislodge a sharp piece of
deer’s bone which h ierced its jaw. Gun-lu-
gidis said to the wolf ‘%mher'. do me no harm
and remove the bone which otherwise will
cause your death.” After Gum-lu-gidis had re-
moved the bone,hthe wolf became very friendly,
and each time the Chief went out hunting t{e
white wolf killed a deer for him; thus supplying
him and his family with food. :
So, the ] states, Gum-lu-gidis adopted the
white wolf for his “Ayouks” (crest) and in hig
ceﬁ:monhl dances always wore a white wolf
3 m

ancestor of the owner of the pole.

After some of peace, Gum-lu-gidis became
homesick, nx he returned to the Naas, for he
longed to fish once more in the waters of the
Kshliich, where the ‘hanginwezuch” (white
salmon) spawn. 2
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'WOLF TOTEM POLE AT PRINCE RUPERT

Thhtotom pole; which now stands at Prince Ru
mcrlf be\onfod toa Nishga Chief, named Dauk, and stood iv
odge, at Gitlakdamizx, on the Upper Naas River

rt, B.C,, for

legends describing
e owner of the

TN IR —— NOR DYT ONT WY IS,

totem pole bflon ed to the ‘‘Wolf Clan.”
The pal legend which explains how the
wolf was adopted for the family crest is as follows:
ne day, long years ago, a gréat lava eruption
Look place, at &i wunsitkqu, on the Upper Naas

River. The molten mass pushed the waters of the
ey to the mountain-side . |

river back across the v
and formed a great lava plain, which extended
from the head waters of the Kshluich to the
canyon, at Gwinaha. The fiery flow overwhelmed
vﬂlu*n and fishing hamlets in its path, and the
Peo e fled to the surrounding hills. Among these
ugitives was an Indian chief named Gum-lu-
is, the ancestor of the owner of the pole.
dis fled, with his family, to the high-
lands of the Shkamal River where they camped.
Niflt after night they had no rest, but were dis-
turbed by weird sounds an{voim accompanied
by the beating of tomtoms.- At length the Chief
and some of his braves determined to set out and
ver where the sounds came from. The legend
dugnbu how they found themselves in the abode
of “Luluks”. Spirits of the Dead, where they
beheld many strange thhfl. Esecaping tr%m
these haunted regions, Gum-lu-gidis, overcome by
{ear, again took up his flight, this time across the
Grease Trail to the Skeena Ri
Naas, with its terrors, far behind. When the
winter snows had melted and the ice had left the
river, Gum-lu-gidis and his companions travelled
down the Skeena River, in dugouts made from
cottonwood trees, until they reached the island of
known as Kaien Island, on which
Prince Rupert is situated. Not very long after
they had settled at Khern, Gum-lu-gidis’ rest was
once more disturbed, this time by the ni&hﬂy
howls of wolves which seemed to be ealling Gurs-
lu-gidis by his name. The old fear overcame him
once more, for he thought the spirits of the lava
had again found him out. After the howling had
continued for two nights, the old Chief determined
to meet his fate, Dressed in his ceremoniai
dancing robes, with face painted and his long hair
tied in a knot, after the manner of the warriors of
his tribe, he set out alone from the camp armed
with hig Chief’s tomahawk, set with ahalone shell.
Following the direction from which the sounds
proceeded, Gum-lu-gidis came face to face with
a white wolf. = Raising his tomahawk pre-
to defend himself he noticed the animal
was in t pain and unaware of his approach, as
it was in vain to disl a sharp piece of
deer’s bone which had pierced its jaw. Gun-lu-
gidis said to the wolf ‘“‘Brother, do me no harm
and I will remove the bone which otherwise will
cause your death.” After Gum-lu-gidis had re-
m the bone, the wolf became very friendly,
and each time the Chief went outhhuntinz the
white wolf killed a deer for him; thus |uppfying
him and his family with food.
So, the legend states, Gum-lu-gidis adopted the
white wolf for his “Ayouks” (crest) and in his
ceremonial always wore a white wolf
skin robe.

After of peace, Gum-lu-gidis became
homdmx he returned to the Naas, for he
mad to fish once more in the waters of the

liich, where the ‘bhanginwezuch” (white
salmon) spawn.
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