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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

It mil be perceived by those who have done the author the honour 
to subscribe to this publication,that the title has been slightly altered 
since the prospectus was issued. The present title has been adopted 
in consequence of its expressing more fully the character and objects 
of the work as it has grown under the pen of the author.
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PROSPECTUS
uk a Pamphlet,Entitled, on the Important Advantages which

MUST ACCRUE TO THE PROVINCE OK CANADA, FROM THE ESTABLISH
MENT of the “Canada Emigration Association.”

The object of the work will be to prove, that this Association will 
not only be in the highest degree conducive to the interests and pros
perity of Canada, but that some such Institution is absolutely neces
sary to the prolonged existence of the Province as a part of the 
British Empire. The arguments brought forward for this purpose 
will, at the same time,tend to engage the affections of the people to
wards British Laws and British Institutions, by shewing that these 
Laws and Institutions arc more applicable to the circumstances of 
mankind, and more favourable to the advancement of human virtue 
and happiness, than those of any other Nation.

The basis of National prosperity is that active support of Nation
al Institutions, which is grounded in the attachment of the people to
wards those Institutions, from the actual love of them ; but if the 
people yield merely a passive submission to the Government as an 

» engine of power, they will ever bo liable to be made the instruments 
of demagogues and theorists—the consequence of which, instead 
of National prosperity, will be discontent,disunion and insubordination. 
Such indifference towards British Institutions has, to a certain extent, 
existed in these Provinces, in consequence, among other causes, 
of an unreasonable predilection for the Institutions of a neighbour
ing Country, as being more conducive to human liberty and happiness. 
Now, if it can be clearly shewn, that such predilection is unreason
able and ill-founded, it may help to confirm the present inhabitants in 
their attachment to British Institutions, and to induce them to sup
port a system for the encouragement of emigration from Great 
Britain : since, leaving the question of which is the better form of 
Government out of view,, it is undeniable thaty Depressions formed in 
early life, arc, with great difficulty, removed:—and it cannot be ex
pected that any considerable number of persons, situated as most 
emigrants are, should be able to enter into a rational and philosophical
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enquiry as to tlio abstract merits of either form of Government : 
such emigrants must, therefore, abide by the impressions which they 
have received, and this observation holds good both of those from 
Great Britain and from the United States—the one class of emigrants 
retaining their early impressions in favour of the British form of 
Government, and the other their impressions in favour of the Gov
ernment of the United States. All, consequently, must see clearly, 
even from this brief view of the case, how indispensable it' is, if this 
Province be to continue a healthy portion of the British" e, 
that its population should be supplied by emigrants from the Mother 
Country.

It is proposed that the pamphlet should contain about 80 pages, 
octavo size, and that the price should bo Two Shillings and Six 
Prnce for each copy. •

-
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ON THE ADVANTAGES
ARISING FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF THE

CANADA EMIGRATION ASSOCIATION.

The obstacles in the way of emigration have been so serious an 
impediment to .the prosperity of the British provinces in America, 
that I presume it may Iro taken for granted all those who have it in 
their power to assist in the removal of these obstacles will consider 
it their duty to do so.
> The principal circumstance which has prevented the settlement of 
the Crown Lands has been the distance to which emigrants settling 
on them must be removed from markets to which they might carry 
their produce, and from the advantages of society.

The reason that the emigrant purchasing Crown Lands has been 
thus sent far back into the wilderness in solitude has been, that the 
land located in the best situations, near to the older settlements and 
towns, and in the vicinity of roads and navigable streams, has been 
already taken up, and is much of it in the hands of persons who 
hold it in considerable quantities, and can afford to keep it in its 
wild state until they can obtain what they consider to be a suitable 
price.

These circumstances have occasioned the tide of emigration to be 
diverted from Canada to the United States, where emigrants have 
considered that they would settle themselves to greater advantage. 
The consequence has been that the small capitalists, artizans, and 
labourers, of Britain, have contributed to improve the country and 
add to the resources of the neighbouring republic, instead of con
ferring these advantages on this Province.

There is no well wisher of Canada but has lamented this untow
ard state of things, however hopeless he may have been of any 
adequate remedy being provided for what appeared so irremediable 
an evil. Nothing indeed but the public spirit of the land-owners 
themselves, grounded in the wise conviction that self-interest and the 
public interest arc, in the end, not only compatible but identical, 
could have removed so serious an obstacle to the settlement of the 
country, since whatever may have been the good intentions of the 
home and provincial governments, they could not have interfered 
with the rights of property on the part of the land owners. It is 
therefore extremely gratifying to observe these individuals themselves
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taking the lead in a liberal/plan to ensure the settlement and im
provement of their property, ; a plan which cannot he less advanta- 
geous to themselves than to the. public, the province, and even the 
empire itself ; for these provinces well managed may he one of the 
strongest outworks of the empire, and instead of sinking in the ocean 
of democracy, may form a barrier to its progress. And what is this 
plan? It is the establishment ol an association to facilitate the set
tlement and improvement of the bcforc-tncntioned property, this as
sociation being supported by private subscriptions consisting either 
of gifts of land or sums of money. It is proposed that those pos
sessors of land who enter into the objects of the association, shall 
place land at the disposal of the association for settlement, and that 
they shall make a free grant of fifty acres out of every two hun
dred of land so placed, merely on condition that the person accept
ing such grant shall settle on and improve it. The objects of this 
association, and the mode of carrying them into clfcct, require only 
to be known in order to be approved, and I have no doubt to be ge
nerally supported ; they carry on the face of them their own recom
mendation so elfectually that tbcrc can be little doubt they will lay 
the spirit of party, and that all parties will vie with each other in a 
generous rivalry as to which shall most efficiently contribute to for
ward the accomplishment of these objects. TEc title of the associa
tion is the “Canada Emigration Association,n and it is intended to 
co-operate with the North American Colonization Society, previously- 
formed in Croat Britain! I beg leave now to introduce the prospectus 
of the Association by a perusal of which 'its views will be most 
clearly known.

“Toronto, 12th Nov. 1840.
“The Directors of the Canada Emigration Association having this 

day assembled, pursuant to a Resolution passed at the late General 
Meeting of the friends of Emigration, deem it advisable to lay before 
the public the object of their Union, and the mode in w hich they 
propose that it shall be effected.

“Their object is to promote the wealth and population of the Pro
vince, by affording increased facilities to the settlement of person^ 
emigrating from the British Isles; more especially by removing those 
obstacles which have hitherto so materially impeded the introduction 
into this Province, and perverted into another channel,those valuable 
members of society upon whom our agricultural and commercial 
prosperity so essentially depend—the labouring farmers and artizans, 
without whom it is in vain to expect that the more wealthy classes of 
settlers will'bring hither their capital. It is confidently hoped that 
the Society’s exertions will effect a great increase of happiness to 
the persons intended to be primarily benefitted, to be followed very 
soon by a proportionate advance in value of the possessions of those 
who, with a wise self interest, shall contribute liberally to the cause.

“It is unnecessary now to set forth the importance of colonization 
when judiciously directed. Its advantages are manifest ; affording
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to the Parent State, a corrective to a redundant population, an exten
sion of its commerce and a market for its manufactures : to the man 
with capital, who finds in a country abounding with it a difficulty in 
securing a profitable investment, it affords opportunities of a rapid 
increase without the risks of speculation ; while to the emigrant, 
destitute of capital—or rather possessing only that best and safest of 
capitals, industry and health, it has proved to thousands, a blessed 
change from indigence to independence ; and will so continue to all 
who do not ensure thofr disappointment by the unreasonableness of 
their expectations. Its advantages arc equally obvious to the coun
try which by its vast resources and natural treasures, affords a field 
for the enterprise of the one class, and a reward for the industry of 
the other.

“The Association is cheered and supported by perceiving how rap
idly this conviction has lately extended throughout England,Scotland, 
and Ireland ; where men, the highest in rank and in wealth, judging 
accurately from previous results,have benevolently united themselves 
in Societies to enable their poorer fellow subjects to participate in the 
benefits of colonization : and it is mainly with a view to co-operate 
with those patriotic bodies, that the present Association has been 
formed—convinced as the members arc, that, however active indi
vidual benevolence may be, its effects may be greatly increased by 
combination and unity of purpose. If any sanction were wanting 
to persons entertaining doubts of the practical good and the national 
importance of the subject, it will be found in the elaborate Report of 
the House of Commotos, and in the several resolutions and earnest 
addresses of our Provincial Legislature.

“There never was a period in the history of the Province,when the 
exertions of an Association like the present could promise such hap
py results. Great public works have been accomplished for the 
facilitating of social intercourse, and the transport of commodities— 
works which would be deemed great in any country upon earth— 
the Welland, the Rideau, and other artificial navigations, connecting 
our inland seas with each other, and with the ocean ;—macadamized 
roads arc intersecting the province in every direction ;—other cx- 
tcnsjyéhporks of the same kind^ together with railroads, arc either 
in flic course of construction or intended to be constructed ;—the 
statistics c f the country and the inexhaustible capabilities of the land 
are become thoroughly known ; and above all the country is at 
peace, within and without, and men by common consent, arc uniting 
by a laudable attention to private good,to swell the aggregate of pub
lic prosperity.

“The Executive government too is actively at work for the good of 
those under its protection, especially in the forming of roads and 
rendering some of the most fertile tracts in the country accessible for 
settlement. It is making preparations on a grand scale for those 
who choose to avail themselves of its paternal aid.—But great as is 
its power, and wise and benevolent as they may be who wicldtt,there 
r- still a vast amount of good connected with the colonization of this
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country which circumstances have rendered it impossible lor tin: lo
cal Government to perform. It is precisely that deficiency which it 
is in the power of the Emigration Association to supply, if they be 
joined and sustained by the good sense and good feeling of the coun
try : nay even the self-interest of individuals will, if judiciously ex
ercised, contribute to the common good.

“An evil attendant upon the colonization of Canada, in times past, 
is industriously represented as still existing in its aggravated forms, 
by those who would deter settlers from selecting this province as their 
home. It is urged that nearly all the lands within the settled pre
cincts of the province have passed into the hands of private individuals: 
and that the new emigrant must necessarily go far into the depths of 
the forest, remote from the peopled settlements ; where, whatever 
may bo the excellence of his land, lie will be remote from markets, 
mills, or even roads or the means of procuring labour or supplies, 
during the first year of his residence.

“These dillie.ultics have existed to a great and disheartening extent, 
sometimes so as to induce the settler to abandon his possessions. It 
is true also that a great proportion of the land, especially in the older 
surveyed Township^, comprehending the choicest locations, in the 
neighbourhood of roads and navigable waters, now belongs to private 
individuals—and it is this very fact that enables the Association to 
be of the most essential service. These tracts arc at present unpro
ductive to the owner, and if retained in their wild state, with the view 
to their owners obtaining higher prices, would interpose such a se
rious obstacle to the settlement of the country as might well justify 
the Legislature in imposing a tax upon lands kept unimproved from 
so selfish and narrow a policy. The Association arc happy in 
knowing,—for many of such proprietors are among its most zealous 
members,-that such lands generally remain in their profitless fertility, 
only because the hand of man is wanting to turn them into productive 
cornfields and animated pastures ; and that if their fellow country
men were here to make use of them, they would be happy in giving 
to them portions equal to their utmost wants without money and 
without price ;—yes—and every other aid which could tend to their 
future advantage. And this too without any utleclation of generosity 
on the part of the members of the Association ; for they arc well 
aware, that, by the settlement and cultivation of a portion of their 
lands, the adjoining part will become Letter worth the purchasing by 
future emigrants, or by the settler himself when lie shall have become 
prosperous.

“This system of free grants of portions of private properties scat
tered over the whole Province,and therefore presenting endless choice 
ol locality, m respect to previous settlement of friends, &c., to such 
persons as have no money to pay,or having small means, might more 
beneficially to themselves and the country apply them to accelerate 
tiie improvement of the land,forms the principal feature in the scheme 
"t the X.isociation, by which they hope to be useful to their coun- 
irvm.il. Hut it is only one : there arc eases, where not onlv tin
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poor, but even the comparatively affluent settler, ii. xs had to encoun
ter difficulties which might well dishearten him, ana ' even drive hint 
to abandon his enterprise. Many members of this A ssociation have 
had practical knowledge of the evils which thevy are j. 'ow intent up- 
on-averting from others ; and are desirous of giving their experi
ence without its price. The establishment of their Hr gistry Office 
for the sale of lands not devoted to the above stated objr ct, and for 
supplying accurate information, statistical and otherwi so, will be 
found of great use to such as arc beyond the necessity of receiving, 
any other kind of assistance ; while in locating those who shall be 
disposed to accept of their land, they will carefully avoid the evil 
before mentioned, of sending them where they will be isolat ed and 
solitary ; but under such an arrangement as w-i!l ensure to each the 
comforts of society while he is engaged in the first, and in all cases 
the most discouraging task he has to encounter,—subduingthc forest.

The practical object of the Association is to establish in con ncc- 
tion with the Societies in Great Britain and Ireland an effectual s ys- 
tem, as well of direct colonization, as of aid and assistance to er. li- 
grants generally, whether rich or poor—supplying information do 
the otic, and permanent employment or locations in land to tht> 
other. To such emigrants with families, as shall conic out under- 
the auspices or with the special recommendation of the Societies at 
home, it is proposed to give fifty acres each, upon condition of ac
tual settlement (inti clearing a space often acres of the front of their 
locations, erecting a dwelling house, &c., for themselves, and clear
ing one-half ofythat portion of the road lying in front of the lot of 
which their grant forms a part. The use and possession of this 
land will be secured to them immediately ; and after three years 
actual resilience, and the performance of the conditions above spe
cified, a devil in fee simple, without charge, will be given to 
them.

For the convenience of emigrants generally, an office will bo 
opened in Toronto for the registration of all lands possessed by pri
vate individuals, with descriptions of the lots, concessions, town
ships, districts, &c., classifying the same under the several heads of* 
lands for sale, for lease, or for free settlement under the direction of 
this Association ; with every information connected therewith—their 
local peculiarities, situation in relation to roads, mills, markets, &c. ; 
the nature of the adjacent settlements—the countries from which the 
settlers therein came—together with every matter, the previous 
knowledge of which may tend to save the applicant the labour and 
time of personal inspection. It is further proposed, that full abstracts 
of all the above matter should be placed in the hands of the different 
Soqicties in Great Britain, in order that even there some reasonably 
accurate information might be obtained before passing the At
lantic.

Books and subscriptions will be opened in every town and town
ship in the province. A contribution of *20s. annually will constitute 
a member qualified to vote for Directors ; a donation of £ 12 lOs..
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; of lam' such contributor to
bo elected a di ector.

These book g will remain open at the different places and returns 
from time to time made to the .Secretaries—ri^nd the subscribers ot 
land will be called upon when necessary to make the proper con
veyances tr , the trustees for the purposes of the Association.

Upon tl: esc principles and with a view to such plan, the Associa
tion earnt ,stly call upon the inhabitants of this province to contribute 
in their C .egrcc, to the cause of colonization ; whether by gifts of 
land or < otherwise ; in the full confidence that in proportion to the 
good w',rich they shall confer upon their country, will be the benefit 
rc-acti' ig upon their individual prosperity."’

He .'e, then, every person who can subscribe the sum of twenty 
shilli ngs per annum has it in his power to assist in the removal of 
thos j obstacles to emigration, which have proved so serious n draw
bar k to the prosperity of the province.

\n order to impress more particularly on the attention of my 
r< oders the most important poipts of the prospectus 1 shall rcCapitu- 
1 ito them.

First—It is the object*of the association to do a service to the 
community which it is impossible for the government to perform, 
and it is ibf this reason that its originators now appeal to the good 
sense, good feeling, and self-interest of the country.

Secondly—They propose to make free grants of private property 
to poor persons, or, such as having small means, may apply them 
to accelerate the improvement of the land, and this is the most im
portant feature of the plan.

Thirdly—A Registry Office will be established in Toronto by the 
association fur the sale of lands not devoted to the above slated ob
ject, and for supplying accurate information, statistical and other
wise. This will be of great use in removing difficulties which the 
comparatively affluent settler has had to encounter. The filling up 
of the schedules of which blank forms nave been issued, would 
seem to supply all the information which can possibly be required to 
enable an emigrant to judge of the advantages and peculiarities of 
any particular neighbourhood concerning which ho may wish to 
make enquiry, and that without his being put to the expense and 
trouble of visiting the spot. In this way more accurate knowledge 
may be obtained by an emigrant concerning the relative advantages 
of different locations without moving from Toronto, than lie could 
otherwise do by travelling over a great part of the province.

Hence in the language of the prospectus “the practical object of 
tho Association is to establish in connection with the societies in 
• front Britain, and Ireland,an effectual system, as well of direct co
lonization, as of aid and assistance to emigrants generally, whether 
rich or poor—supplying information to the one, and permanent 
employment or locations in land to the other. To such emigrants 
with families, as shall conic out under flic auspices or with the spe
cial recommendation ol the Societies at home, it is proposed to give
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titty acres each, upon condition of s ctuni settlement, and clearing a 
«face ol ten acres in the front ol th ;jr locatiolls? erecting a dwelling- 
house, &c, for themselves, and cl- .ari one halj of thal portion of 4 
the road lying in front ol then k jt 0p w],ici, their ground forms a 
part.” °

One reason stated why cmi _,rants )mvc preferred the United States 
to Canada is because tie < ountrv there settles more regularly. 
When a township is coinir once(j jj ;s soon Up since individuals 
do not hold their lands in ]aVgC quantities long unoccupied. On this 
account it is said there p ,-e no large tracts of wild land intervening 
between the settler aiv _ the settled neighbourhoods. The reason why 
speculators do not lo ,g hold their lands in this way to the inconve
nience ol the public an(j 0f emigrants in particular, is that they can
not afford it, at 1er ^ jjy t|,0 provisions of the government it is ren
dered not their v Merest to do so. This is on account of the tax 
which practica jy exists on wild lands in the possession of individu
als. 1 his is not a direct tax, but the expcnccs with which such 
lands are ip numbered operate indirectly as a tax on them. These 
expences r _rc fol. the erection of school houses, and the çupport of 
schools, an(j f01. making roads, and keeping them in repair.

Itap’ ,ears that there have been no such stimulants to the possessors 
°f Wl .d lands in Canada cither to provide for their being settled or to 
(“st)' use of them to those who arc disposed to do so, consequently the 
pyr ,prie tors could afford to hold their lands in an unimproved state.
1 his has, it appears, been one cause of the existence o|, tliose large 
tracts of unsettled lands situated in the best locations as before 
stated, and intervening between the Crown Lands and the old set
tled districts. The tax on wild land in Canada at present I under
stand is one penny for every five acres, or lOOd. for every 500 acres 
annually, which is little more than nominal.

Late events however it would appear have opened the eyes of 
landed proprietors to the advantages of adopting a plan for the set
tlement of their property, and hence the admirable plan of the 
‘•Canada Emigration Association” is formed. As however it will be 
of little use their giving land to poor settlers who have no means of 
improving them, it is earnestly to be hoped that their appeal to the 
province for pecuniary support in this laudable undertaking will be 
liberally responded to, that the means may thus be supplied of sup
porting families on their lands till they can prepare them for yield
ing a support.

I understand there is every probability in the ensuing session of 
the Provincial Legislature that an act will be passed in reference to 
this subject of a beneficial character, which it is much to be desired 
may be done.

The settlement of the poorer class of emigrants is only a small part 
of the advantage which is likely to attend the success of this plan. 
When it is found that the country is actually filling up, (which, bv 
the bye, it already has done far more than is generally supposed in 
Britain,) and that to emigrate is not to buvv themselves in a wilder-



ness, people in all kinds of busint 'ss, and capitalists ot even grade, 
will bo induced to make Canada t. 1eir *,omc> particularly as it lias 
been proved by the will and act of . ie P^0P*e themselves, in putting 
down a rebellion without any military aidi'that the present residents 
are determined to continue a part of tl. '^liiitish Lmpiie. I bus the 
proposed plan will secure the residence °* j0se "hose principal ob
ject is to settle themselves to the greatest t 'avantage, and make their 
money go the farthest in promoting the goo 11CI1‘ families* as well 
ns of those whose circumstances are such rs to i,mei' l'lcnl indepen
dent of such considerations, and to whom it n a !11010 Principal ob
ject to possess tiie advantages of cultivated sc clcty- 'he latter 
description of emigrants sliould have every indc ’cement held out to 
them which may contribute to render their résider. cc 111 Canada and 
the other British Provinces agreeable, it is of const ducllCc ^at post- 
offices should be established and well regulated in t. 10 townships as 
they arc formed and tilled up. The want of attention , 0 tols circum
stance has been much complained of by' such emigrants -1S arc parti
cularly interested about the moans of correspondence with ^eir con
nexion^ in Groat Britain.

There arc in Britain thousands of families of respectai;i. :u!(^
small independence, living without business, who, in order to cc mbme 
the advantages of society with an economical expenditure, go U 1 ,la" 
ly, France, and other parts of Europe, who in the altered social i 0I:* 
dition which would follow the general settlement of the Provin r‘° 
would com^ to Upper Canada. The towns in Canada and the othe.r 
British Provinces ailbrd very good society, and such as people with 
only ordinary fastidiousness may be very well pleased with. It is 
not however to be recommended that persons of wholly inactive hab-. 
its should settle themselves in the retired parts of the country. Per
sons who have only small fortunes must in these situations be to some, 
extent their own domestics, since servants soon become sufficiently 
independent to provide for themselves, and their hire is at all times 
expensive. Servants besides have in this country an impatience of 
restraint and an independence in their manner J10t at all agreeable to 
a person fresh from Great Britain. There is in fact nothing so much 
complained of by emigrants who have knowrl tiio advantages in this 
respect existing i,n the old country, as the difficulty of procuring good 
servants. The groat advantages presented to persons of small cap
ital, as four or five hundred per annum, by a residence in the coun
try parts of Canada, is,that it gives occasion to such activity of both 
body and mind as is productive of beneficial results to each. The 
country gentlemen in Great Britain, feeling the necessity of activity 
of body, seek it in field sports,-in shooting and the chase. These he 
may have in Canada,but the distance between the woods is too small 
to admit of a fox hunt excepting in a few of the older settlements. 
There arc however no game laws, and as the country is cleared up 
game becomes s^y'ce, and too little an object of interest to occasion 
much stimulus to fiction on the part toi' country residents. Under 
the circumstances of such a country settlement as is now under



consideration, attention to the cultivation of a person's own estate 
becomes a necessary, and, there i» no reason why it should not Le, 
an agreeable occupation. The alternation of such occupation with 
thatihtellectual employment which every educated person will feel 
an interest in, forms a very rationed mode,of diversifying the mon
otony of a country life. The fatigue undergone, under the ordinary 
farming operations,is far less than that attending a day’s shooting or 
fox hunting in Great Britain, and the science of agriculture presents 
so many fascinations to a cultivated understanding, that equal zest 
may also, one would think,be found in agricultural occupations,which 
occasions labour to tfc considered as pleasure in the instance of field 
sports. The bulk of the farmers in the British Provinces,as in the 
United States, consists of men who, in consequence of having to 
clear their own land,have been under the necessity of such unremitting 
labour, as not to have had the opportunity of cultivating their minds. 
They are nevertheless generally men of strong sense and correct 
judgement in matters relating to which their attention has Lorn di
rected, and in respect to education every generation will be improv
ing. Families emigrating from Great Britain who arc previously 
acquainted, and settling in the same neighborhood, or locating near 
acquaintance who have preceded them, need forego few social ad
vantages, and may lead a more useful and active life than they did 
in the Mother Country. How the-lady part of the family may fancy 
taking their share in the practical part of the domestic establishment 
l will not undertake to hazard an opinion, but if their fortunes arc 
small, and they love their families, I think from what I have obser
ved of the enduring virtues in my countrywomen, ‘•that they will 
prefer the feeling of independence, with the consciousness of being 
thus actively instrumental to the happiness of those who possess 
their regard, to the feverish anxieties attending a small income in 
Great Britain.

The distance between the Mother Country and these colonies has 
been practically so much diminished by the existence of steam nav
igation,as for the circumstance of a long and weary voyage, which 
heretofore has been sufficient to prevent many persons of respectabil
ity and property from thinking of emigrating,to become scarcely an 
obstacle in the way of such an enterprise. How much would an 
influx of emigrants of this description contribute to improve the 
markets for agricultural produce, as well as the trade of the province, 

^besides contributing to its social elevation.
One circumstance which prevents a more general resort to Upper 

Canada is the supposition that half the year is a dreary winter, 
whereas if it were generally known, as it will be in consequence of 
the filling up of the country and general intercommunication ensuing, 
that the climate is one of the most beautiful in the world, equal to It
aly in clearness, and very far exceeding it in salubrity, and that ev
ery horticultural and agricultural production that can be raised in 
Britain can be grown here, and many more besides, this fact of 
itself would induce many to make Upper Canada their resort. I
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have met with individuals in the Province, who, in consequence of a 
predisposition to consumption could not live in Britain without the 
continual recurrence of symptoms indicating the active developement 
of the disorder, who yet in this Province enjoyed excellent and un
interrupted health. An instance was also mentioned to me of a gen
tleman who had been a martyr to gout for several years in England, 
the complaint having assumed an inveteracy which the best plans of 
treatment had failed materially to alleviate, who on emigrating to 
Canada lost every vestige of the disorder. Some change of habits 
may possibly have contributed to this beneficial result, but so com
plete a change from apparently hopeless disease to perfect health,the 
most sceptical will allow to have been much contributed to by climate. 
The only complaint incident to the country is Ague, and that very 
much disappears as the timber is cleared away so that the sun can 
penetrate the soil, the disorder as every body knows, being owing to 
wet land. It is not generally understood in Britain that the severity 
and length of the winter is so much less in Upper than in Lower 
Canada, the impression concerning climate having been conveyed a 
good deal through the medium of those who have passed a tempo
rary residence in the Lower Province in consequence of being offic
ially competed with the government, whereas the western parts of 
the Uppcp Province it Ls here well known will produce tobacco, a 
plant w4rosc cultivation is confined to very moderate climates. Inde
pendently of the assistance afforded by this association to the actual 
emigrant, the information which in consequence of its connection 
with thb Colonization Society in Britain, it will be the means of 
spreading there respecting the actual state of this Province will be of 
very great service. The Colonization Society spreads its branches 
through every part of Great Britain, as the Emigrant Association 
has its branches through every part of Canada. The information 
therefore diffused by means of each other, must be of the most ex
tensive benefit, and cause a greater intimacy to exist between the 
parent and her offspring than any other means w hich have existed 
during the period of their connexion.

Whatever may bo the prospective" advantages, however, of this 
institution, they cannot be realized unless the people of the Province 
combine extensively in carrying them into effect. The pow'er and 
the necessity of voluntary combinations in order to secure the suc
cess of any important public object, not immediately connected with 
the regular administration of the government, is now generally 
known and acted on ; and in what cause can this power be more* 
profitably exerted than in that of Emigration ! The trades and va
rious societies of men combine in order to carry out any views they 
perceive to be essential to their good ; what a momentous change has 
been effected to the advantage of mankind throughout the world bv 
the temperance combination. lreland-rs combining for repeal, (how
ever questionable may be the advantage of this combination ;) and 
let Canada combine for Emigration. Undertakings of that magni
tude which it would appear impossible to achieve, and vain to at-



tempt, by tlioi;: who du nut consider the immcii'u i'oivc of union and 
co-operation, are accomplished with an ease which astonishes every 
one when this irresistible power is fully brought into operation upon 
them. Every man in business may consider that the amount of any 
subscription, donation, or gift of land he may make for this laudable 
purpose will be more than repaid by the'incrqascd prosperity and bu
siness activity, which the plans of the association when carried into 
effect, will occasion to take place generally throughout the Province. 
Thus humanity, self-interest, patriotism, and all the motives which 
can operate to induce men to unite in forwarding any cause, com
bine to influence them in favour of this institution.

A most important consideration in favour of this Association to 
those who value the connection of these Provinces with the Mother 
country is that its proposed measures secure the filling up of the 
country with a British population, and the formation consequently 
of a Provincial nationality ar.d feeling originating in a British na
tionality and feeling. The nature and importance of this nationality 
1 shall beg leave to make some remarks on. National feeling sup
plies the bulk of mankind with a source of action, as it is evident 
that being occupied principally in. obtaining a bodily support, they 
cannot have the opportunity of cultivating their rational faculty, and 
founding their sentiments concerning national, public, and private 
duties on such cultivation. Consequently children imbibe notions of 
their parents, and the parents retain strongly their early impressions. 
Of how much consequence then it is to the peace, order, and good 
government of these Provinces that the breeding of the people who 
arc to constitute its population should have been British.

1 fake leave to observe at. setting out that I have nothing to say 
against the respectable portion of our neighbours of the United 
States. _ 1 know many very excellent persons in that country, for 
whose good opinion I have a great value. There is no doubt also 
that on the whole they arc an enterprising, industrious, and shrewd 
people ; their convictions however on civil subjects are necessarily 
opposerUto ours and consequently people from the United States can
not unite harmoniously with the British population in the provinces 
in the support of British institutions. An exception can only bo 
made in favour of those Emigrants from the United States who settle 
in the British Provinces in consequence of a preference from prin
ciple of British institutions. The circumstances which occurred 
three years ago proved this, but the fact might have been anticipated 
without such practical demonstration. Their convictions on cjvil 
subjects arc opposed to ours in consequence of originating in the 
affirmation of opposite civil principles on which civil government 
and the preservation of civil order, arc grounded. Under the admis
sion of opposite principles the reasonings founded on such opposite 
admissions must lead to opposite conclusions, and the establishment 
nnd support of opposite systems of government ; and as national 
feeling is the love each of its own system, two sets of people with 
their feelings grounded on such opposite principles, reasonings, and 
convictions, never can unite in national harmony.
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Au example of my meaning will place this point in a clear light, 
A .fundamental civil principle in which their form of government, 
their national convictions and feelings arc grounded is—that all the 
people arc, capable of judging in mutters of state. On this foundation 
universal suffrage and elective institutions are grounded.

The British constitution is founded on the denial of this proposi
tion. It asserts that the people arc not all capable of judging in 
matters of state. It requires previous preparation and qualification 
specially for all the duties of its subjects according to the nature of 
the duties they arc to take upon- themselves the discharge of ; and 
in all those who are allowed to exercise any judgment in matters of 
state even so far us to choose members of one house of the legisla
ture,the qualification which they require is the possession of a cer
tain property. Now although this may not be a sufficient qualifica
tion for the exercise of this important power, it is far better than 
none. Although the possession of property does not secure that the 
possessor has the requisite information for making a judicious use of 
the elective franchise, yet it implies a great probability that the pos
sessor has received some education and training qualifying him for 
the discharge of some use to society, and if public education were 
efficient this education and training would imply that the individual 
had that knowledge of the nature and extent of the social obligations 
hereafter considered, and which is an effectual preparation for the 
exercise of the elective franchise.

Now if two sets of people who are thus separated iii conviction 
and feeling agree to act in alliance, respecting each others feelings 
and convictions, each allowing the other the same right of judging 
which they claim for themselves, they may trade together, and con
tinue relations of amity ; but if they insist on being amalgamated, 
and each feeling that they arc right, require that :hc other shall con
form in sentiment to them, they must quarrel. They cannot combine 
with that conformity and zeal with which a government in order for 
the country it rules to be prosperous ought to be supported. Although 
therefore I am a friend to international peace and justice, I am an 
enemy to the amalgamation of people whose convictions on public 
matters arc grounded in opposite reasonings on the part of those who 
do reason, and on opposite customs,habits,breeding and authority on 
the part of those who do not and cannot reason.

But that portion of the members of a community whose convictions 
on civil subjects are grounded on rational consideration & instruction, 
are few in comparison with the whole body of the people. Those rati
onally grounded in the civil principles, whether they be truths or 
errors, on which national institutions arc grounded, arc the endowed 
part of the community. By being rationally grounded in such prin
ciples is meant that such persons are ca/iable of reasoning upon, 
confirming, and making it-appear that they arc true.

The uninformed porti*i of the community must take the opinions 
of the endowed part upon trust, and on the avidity and zeal with 
which they receive these opinions depend the patriotism, lovaltv, or

l
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Whatever the character of the national feeling may be, and the zeal 
with w hich they support the institutions framed on the principles 
thus inculcated. To be informed that they are wise and intelligent 
and that none are their superiors is so delicious a morsel to the innate 
self-love of men that such a maxim coming recommended from those 
they respect, there is no doubt of its being greedily swallowed. Now 
truths are not generally so flattering to the self-love of men, and 
consequently arc not eagerly received, the mind requiring to be dis
ciplined and prepared for their reception ; and when errors become 
confirmed in the mind, wrought into convictions, and incorporated 
with the feelings according to which the will acts, they render that 
mind inaccessible to the reception of truth. Hence the very cir
cumstance of certain maxims being readily received and spread 
amongst men may occasion us to be sceptical respecting the validity 
of their foundation.

We see then the importance that the civil principles on which the 
institutions necessary to social order are grounded should be truths 
and not errors. All national feeling, inasmuch as the bulk of the 
people in a nation,from the causes already mentioned,are incapable 
of having their convictions on civil subjects grounded in a cultivated 
reason, partakes more or less of prejudice. Prejudice may be in 
conformity with, pr it may be opposed to, moral an^, civil truth ; in 
the former case it is harmless and may be more properly termed ig
norance ; in the latter case it is full of the most mischievous conse
quences to society in both a civil and moral view. Prejudice instead 
of being grounded in reason, originates in authority, custom, habit 
and breeding up ; all therefore must bo the subjects of prejudice be
fore they can be the subjects of reason and truth. But those under 
the influence of prejudice should be governed, and those under the 

^ influence of reason and truth should govern. If their situations bo 
reversed prejudice occasions shipwreck to the social system.

Prejudice may, however, exist to a considerable extent under the 
British form of Government without danger to civil order,since the 
British constitution is not founded on an acknowledgmentof the wisdom 
of all the people. But as the constitution of the United States is foun
ded on such admission, the presence of such prejudice as they both 
theoretically and practically deny to exist,is fatal to the reasonable
ness and probable stability of their institutions.

Wo find accordingly that the system of government built on tho 
adoption of those fundamental civil principles is inconsistent with the 
vigorous and effective execution of the laws. The want of confi
dence in the good intentions and wisdom of the government is such 
that a physical force sufficient for the preservation of civil order,and 
to provide against foreign aggression, is not allowed lest it should be 
turned .against the liberties of the nation. In a nation like the Uni
ted States, the extent of whose territory would render it almost un
tenable by a foreign enemy, and the paucity of whose population in 
proportion to extent of territory, occasions the means of sub
sistence to beat present easily procured, the evils originating in such

3
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causes arc not so much felt as they would he under contrary circum
stances ; nor is the lax and ineffective execution of the law so imme
diately productive of a state of anarchy. But the evil tendency of 
this state of things is sufficiently obvious, and has been experienced 
both in respect to insubordination in their army, which occurred pre
vious to the battle of Qiiccnston, and in the inability of the civil 
authorities in their cities to carry into effect laws for the general 
benefit in respect to moral and civil order, but obnoxious to the inter
ests or feelings of a considerable number of citizens. More is said 
on this point in considering the subject next following, namely, the 
importance that the moral principles adopted by a government and 
people should be truths and not errors.

If it be important that the civil principles on which the institutions 
necessary to social order bo grounded should be truths and noterrors, 
it is yet far more so that the moral principles recognized by govern
ments and people, should be truths and not errors.

But so much confusion has arisen amongst men from not, in their 
reasonings, having the same meaning conveyed to each other by the 
use of terms, that no ground can possibly be gained in the elucida
tion of moral and civil truth without a write? be assured that his 
readers attach the same meaning to the words used by him as he docs 
himself. Now as with respect to the word truth, there is this latitude 
of meaning, I must solicit the attention of my reader while explaining 
what I understand by it. ' 1 have already given an example of a 
fundamental civil principle ; and 1 will now offer an example of a 
fundamental mural principle. By a fundamental principle is meant 
one which is rondo the basis of reasoning—it has been reduced as far 
as the reason of man can penetrate—and as it cannot be proved must 
bo taken for granted, it is because men cannot agree respecting these 
moral axioms,or fundamental principles,which arc truth & which are 
errors,that there is so wide a difference on moral, civil, and political 
subjects.

The example I will give of a fundamental moral truth is—that 
man is born to eternal life. This is a truth which cannot be prove$ 
by reasoning, wo therefore take it for granted "on the authority of 
divine revelation. This divine truth is also so much an axiom of 
morals that an individual who docy not admit it has no true morality 
at all. Of such a person we can have no moral hold—no true de
pendence for the discharge of a single responsibility against which 
powerful human motives may be brought to bear. Since there is no 
true hold on a subject or citizen, for the faithful discharge of his civil 
duties excepting moral principle, when interest, inclination, passion, 
and perhaps all these combined assail him on the contrary side, tho 
civil law depends on the moral law.

One effect of tho non-recognition of the fundamental moral truths 
in a community is that you cannot bind a man even by his oath, if a 
prospect of great gain, with probable secrecy, militate against its ob
servance ; a moral delinquency wnich shakes the very foundations 
of justice and society of course. That the moral and civil obligations



are grounded on the admission of divine truth, cannot more cLtin/ 
appear. Without the admission of fundamental moral truths, the 
honesty of men in the transactions of common and other business 
can no further bo depended on, tfhin so far as the danger which they 
incur from the detection of fraud is greater than the advantage they 
propose to obtain by its success. However lightly such want of 
principle, may bo regarded in tho world, it is certain that if a laxity 
of morals in this respect be really a distinguishing feature in a com
munity, it is a very certain sign that such a community is entirely 
unfit for a great extent of civil privileges; for in proportion that vo
luntary order does not exist in a country, order by coercion must. 
It is much better therefore that this coercive sort of civil order sliouid 
bo existent to a sufficient extent in a nation, rather than that its im
position should be necessary after a convulsion. Since prejudices as 
before mentioned must exist in every community, it is of the greatest 
consequence that these prejudices should be such ns arc consistent 
with truth and justice instead of being opposed to them.

Where the prejudices of a nation arc of this kind they arc compa
ratively harmless, not being incompatible with moral discipline; and 
prejudices arc gcncially of such a kind with those who have been 
brought up a in a country where the civil law is faithfully executed 
as it is in Great Britain. But I-would appeal to any unprejudiced 
person, if sucli can be found, whether this is likely to be the case in 
a country where the most rationally informed portion of the com
munity have to appeal to the more numerous and prejudiced portion, 
as a tribunal to decide as to the proper way in which they have dis
charged their duties. This is about as reasonable as for a parent to 
appeal to his children for them to decide whether they approve of 
the manner in which he lias discharged his duty to them. Like the chil
dren in a private family, arc not the children of the state likely to 
become spoiled by such irrational indulgence, and rendered incapable 
of submitting to any discipline whatever, however wholesome. Wo 
accordingly .find that this impatience of moral and civil restraint does 
exist in the United States. The insecurity of life and property in 
some parts of the republic is too well known to require more than al
luding to. And, in tho best governed states, fraud in matters of busi
ness is so tolerated by public opinion and feeling, that he who makes 
the neatest shave, instead of being scouted from society, is consider
ed the smartest man ; instances of which arc also too numerous for 
the fact to be at all questionable.

I have ever despised tho conduct of those critical travellers, who 
have thrown ridicule on the people now alluded to, on account of 
their differing about unimportant matters of manner, custom, and, 
what these observers choose to consider, matters of refinement. But 
this is a very different case from the flagrant violation of the funda
mental principles of social order.

If their public morality be unsound, their boasted institutions, set 
up as a pattern for the world, will prove a failure, and their history 
will be a beacon to warn mankind from pursuing a similar course,
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rather than an example to entice them to follow. A wise peoplo 
cannot be angry at having the justness of their pretensions searched 
into, but will rather thank the hand which makes a wholesome, if it 
be a painful use of the probe.

While the condition of mankind is such as not to admit of greater 
public consistency, prudent councils will dictate that the democratic 
principle should be guarded against rather than extended. It has 
already sufficient scope for trial as a great experiment, and 
wisely has Canada decided to continue under the wing of an Empire, 
where the bonds of civil order are sustained by a system of govern
ment more adapted to the imperfect condition of mankind.

It is an additional inducement, then, for filling up these Provinces 
with a British population that the national feeling, and its accom
panying prejudice, has been attended with that discipline which dis
poses people to admit and obey the obligations of moral and civil 
truth.

I shall now shew, first, that the British constitution is grounded in 
the acknowledgment of moral and civil truth, and therefore that it 
is w’orthy of the attachment of the people living under it : and, sec
ondly,! shall consider the peculiarity in the moral and civil condition 
of the British provinces in America, and make it appear that this 
peculiarity is one which admits of a new and improved state of society.

I. THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION IS GROUNDED IN 
THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MORAL & CIVIL TRUTH,

OR WISDOM.

After considering the machinery and administration of the consti
tution,! shall state the evidences that it is grounded as I have asserted.

The Executive Department of the Civil Government.

The civil Governors are those who have been instructed in the 
particular duty of managing the public affairs, the nation,by admin
istering the civil law, according to the constitution ; and by altering 
and amending the laws.or framing new ones,as the case may be.

The business of those who are concerned in administering the civil 
law according to the constitution constitutes the executive department 
of the Government The head of this department is the Sovereign, 
who governs by means of the officers,in the various departments of 
the public service,whom he appoints. Sufficient power for this pur
pose has been invested in the Crown by the constitution. Butas tho 
expenses incurred in carrying on the government have to be p*id by 
the people, a large portion of the people have ai^sp some hand in this 
business, and the constitution recognizes tho necessity of having 
their consent to the measures of the administration, as expressed 
through their representatives in the Legislature.

The influence of the people through the Legislature is recognized 
then, first, in concurring with the Sovereign and his servants in ex-



ecuting the laws according to the constitution, and in furnishing tin» 
means of this being done ; Secondly, in altering the laws and fra
ming new ones,and thus rendering the constitution applicable to tho 
varying circumstances of the country : and,thirdly,in watching over 
the mode in which the servants of the Crown discharge their duty.

This concurrence, approval, and union of the Crown and 
the people is the working of the constitution :—the framing and a- 
mending of the laws is supposed to have been done; & the good con
duct of tho servants of the Crown to have been secured.

We now look at the constitution as alive, active, and at work, and 
we recognize loyalty to the Crown as the rallying point of national 
union. The Crown and the people constitute one body politic, and 
all executive influence by whatever officers exercised is constitution
ally derived from and belongs to the Crown. To this executive in
fluence every subject is indebted for the preservation of every privi
lege conferred by civil government.

It will be observed that the Executive and Legislative departments 
of the government arc inseparable. It is not for the people through 
the Houses of the Legislature to frame and alter laws, and for the 
Sovereign to administer them, but Legislation, and administration of 
the Law,is a joint business on the part of the three estates of the 
constitution ; the strictly practical part of the executive department 
of the constitution belonging to the Sovereign alone ;—the framing 
and altering of the laws having been done, and the expenses of their 
administration having been provided for, by the joint action of the 
three estates.

The Executive Department of the government is divided into the 
administrative, and the judicial departments. The judicial depart
ment is again divided into, first, the adjudication of causes coming 
strictly under the denomination of civil,as opposed to criminal causes; 
and secondly, the deciding of criminal causes.

The administrative portion of the executive duties relates to a va
riety of matters of the greatest importance to the welfare of the 
community. To the collection of the revenue of the country, and 
its distribution in the payment of the officers who do the work of the 
state in its various departments, in the support of the army, the na
vy, &c. &c.

Legislative Department oj the Civil Government.

The framing and altering of the laws, and providing for the ex
penses of administering the Government constitute the Legislative 
department of the three estates of the constitution. The approval 
of the Legislature Is also a constitutional test of the qualification of 
the servants of the Crown for discharging their duties. All money 
bills must originate in the lower house of the Legislature.

The Legislature consists, in a general sense, - first, of those ser
vants of the Crown who constitute the heads of departments ; sec
ondly, of those members in both houses who approve of their ad-
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ministration ; and thirdly,of those who oppose that administration.
If the legislative measures which the servants of the Crowm pro

pose, or in which they concur, do not meet with the approval of a 
majority in the two houses, they have to acknowledge to their Sov
ereign their incompetence to fulfil the trust confided to them. The 
servants of the Crown arc thus under the necessity of submit
ting their competence for filling the places which they occupy to the 
investigation of the members of the Legislature ; and if their qual
ifications will not bear such investigation, both as to capacity and 
integrity, the Crown requires them to give way to those who can fur
nish the necessary proofs of such qualification, and in the required 
and constitutional way.

To secure the competence and honesty of the servants of tho 
Crown, we have then, first, the keen watching of their competitors 
for power in the Legislature,whose feelings,both of interest and am
bition, arc strongly engaged in proving tho disqualification of the 
members of the administration for their places;—secondly, the judg
ment of the independent members ;—thirdly, the discretions of the 
Crown ; fourthly, the intelligence of the people through the public
Îress. Thus the people have a double bearing on the Executive and 

jegislative departments of the government, namely, by their mem
bers in the Legislature, and through the press.

It will not be without interest tp consider more particularly tho 
provisions made by the constitution for securing that the servants of 
the Crown discharge their duty, or, in other words, that the con
stitution and the law arc administered by competent and honest 
persons.

First.—The Sovereign merely administers the law according to 
the Constitution.

This provision prevents tho abuse of the extensive powers com
mitted to the Sovereign by the Constitution.

I beg leave to notice a distinction existing between the constitu
tional head of the British government and that of the United States. 
The Sovereign of Great Britain is not obliged to appeal to the na
tional feeling of all the people, with its accompanying prejudice as a 
tribunal to decide on his qualifications for governing. It is on ac
count of the incapacity of the mass of the people to judge of these 
qualifications, that tho constitution has invested the Sovereign with 
authority over the people, as the head of that constitution. The na
tional feeling of the people is rather derived from regard to the 
Crown as the head of the constitution, both on the part of those hav
ing the rational, and the natural, attachment to the constitution here
after noticed. The loyalty of the former is grounded in the convic
tion that a head, or a point of national union, is indispensable to tho 
preservation of order, and the loyally of the latter is a feeling 
derived from the influence stated, in considering the character of a 
natural attachment to the constitution in those persons who have 
not an opportunity of forming a rational attachment.

Secondly.—The part which every servant of the Crown takes in
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the administration of tin: government is precisely stated,and no room 
is loft for the exercise of discretionary power?

Thirdly.—A qualification is required for the exercise of the elec
tive franchise, although this qualification, in the present extended 
state of the elective franchise in Great Britain, is probably insuffi
cient.

The elective franchise is not a natural right, as man, naturally, is 
only recognized as making a provision for himself and those whom 
he naturally regards. It is a right conferred by the constitution 
alone, and hence it is a duty as well as a right; it therefore requires 
instruction and preparation for its exercise. It is a privilege not to 
be employed for private interest, but for the public and national in
terest, its constitutional discharge therefore implies a knowledge 
of the nature and extent of the social obligations hereafter consi
dered. '

Fourthly.— The competition of the ablest men for offices of public 
usefulness is secured by such situations having attached to them 
those rewards and emoluments which people very probably have in 
view in following any business.

It should be made to the interests of men to serve their 
country—their duty and interest should go together. If well 
paid, and well kept, their hearts will be in their work, and 
they will not be scheming after personal advantage by other 
means. Their condition should be one of gratified ambition, and yet 
their activity should be kept alive by the hope of further degrees of 
advancement. A strict account of the manner in which they discharge 
their duties should be required, and their honesty and ability being 
secured, they should receive every support and encouragement from 
the Sovereign and the people.

Fifthly.—There arc such privileged classes in the community as 
furnish men able, as well as willing,to undertake offices of extensive 
public utility from a sense of honour more than gain.

The privileged class now referred to is that which constitutes a 
distinct order of men in the nation, namely, the Peerage. From them 
civil privileges descend. There is beside in every community a cer
tain standard of class and privilege, although the gradations in this 
standard are numerous. This standard does not consist of property,al
though property is necessary to it, as a certain possession of pro
perty is requisite for that education, and cultivation of taste, by 
which the privileged classes in society are distinguished—or rather 
may be distinguished, for these privileges, like other good things, 
admit of being grievously abused. That however is no argument 
against their use and advantage. This which constitutes a privilege 
depends entirely on what an individual has been used to. That which 
is superior to what in his station of life he has been accustomed to 
look forward to, or equal to this, is a privilege.

Sixthly.—The manner in which public duties arc discharged is li
able to be called in question in the Legislature, especially by those 
who are interested in watching the conduct of public officers as their 
rivals. L



On this head I refer to what has been said on the subject of the 
Legislature.

Seventhly.—The mode in which the obligations of public men to 
the state are discharged is liable to the animadversion of the press.

One excellence of the British constitution is, that in consequence 
of its excellent provisions for the support of civil order,that discuss
ion on civil subjects originating in constitutional freedom may safely 
be permitted. The press like all other good things admits of 
abuse as well as use ; and it is the duty of the well principled and 
intelligent part of the community to take care,by their vigilance and 
prudence in contributing to, and supporting the press, that the same 
vigilance on the part of well informed, but unprincipled men bo 
counteracted. The days arc come when governments must depend 
for their support on being based upon principles of truth and justice, 
and making it known also that they are so based. Every sensible ~ 
man who has a stake in the country is interested in this matter, and 
should exert himself either by means of his purse or his pen in coun
teracting the influence of those persons who, on the one hand, sub

stituting human reason for truth, or, on the other hand, perverting 
truth by superstition, arc disseminating false principles amongst the 
people, and thus preventing the removal of prejudice, and the estab
lishment of moral and civil truth, the object of which is the happi
ness of the human race. When the manner in which the duties of 
public men is open to examination and discussion,there is no necess
ity for those mean safeguards of their honesty, which exist in gov
ernments framed on the basis of denying that confidence and power 
to public men necessary to the effective execution of the laws.

Eighthly.—The unity, vigour, and concert of all the departments 
of the public service is secured by the Crown having the appointment 
of public officers.

The crown bciiig above all parties, and free from the ani 
mosities and passions of parties, is the only safe depository ol 
this power. The offices in the various departments of the public 
service arc to be considered in the double capacity of honours and 
rewards for services previously done, and of situations in which their 
incumbents discharge important uses to the community.

It is of the utmost importance that this function of filling up pub
lic situations should be exercised by a power who is invested with a 
controul over the opposing parlies in the state,otherwise party spirit, 
and combination for the support of party interests and power,would 
be the ruling motives in such appointments. The violence of par
ties in their contentions for power, and for securing their opposite in
terests, would also break out into open hostility, the heated feelings 
attending these contentions occasioning insult and injury on one part 
and resentment and recrimination on the other. The injured or in- 
Sulteji party becomes the aggressor,and in the fierceness of the ani
mosity thus excited and kept up the opposing parties would stick at 
nothing to effect their purposes ; the question would be therefore 
which could obtain the greatest number of partizans by any means
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(hat could be employed. Hence their object would be to excite the 
popular feeling and prejudice, and turn them to their own advantage. 
This we find is the ease at present with cunning politicians who, 
availing themselves of the ignorance of the people endeavour to 
excite them against the administration of the government by raising 
feelings of dissatisfaction, and then pretending to be humble ser
vants of the people as their instruments, in removing the causes of 
their discontent. Where the appointment of officers is not vested in 
a power having such authority over parties, all that candidates for 
office have to consider is the means of acting on public opinion and 
popular prejudices, and even raising up prejudices if necessary to 
their success.

Ninthly.—The Power of the Crown to lie sufficient for the pur
pose just considered is sustained by the gradually decreasing degrees 
of station and power, existing in the Peerage and other orders of the 
community.

The necessity for distinctions in society and gradations in rank, 
has been already considered, and where large masses of men are 
gathered into a small compass, it is indispensable that those entrusted 
with situations of great responsibility should have a strong interest 
in the preservation of civil order, otherwise, in the strife for power, 
and in the recklessness of wounded ambition, or in order to prevent 
the ascendancy of a rival, leading men might make such use of 
their influence as to expose the community to perpetual commotion, 
as we observe is the case where the relations of society arc un
settled.

Unless the power of the Crown over all were sustained by a body 
of men having such an interest, its power would be little more than 
pageantry, and its honours and bounties would be too little regarded 
to afford stimulants to useful action.

Having given an outline of the machinery and administration of 
the British constitution, I shall next consider the evidences that it is 
grounded in wisdom, or moral truth.

On the Evidence that the British Constitution is grounded in moral 
and civil truth, or in wisdom.

The general evidence of this fact is the co-cxistcncc of civil order 
and constitutional freedom. The particular evidences are comprised 
in, and make up the general evidence. The particular evidences are 
the means by which the co-existence of civil order and constitutional 
freedom arc effected. These means are :—

First.—The measures taken to secure the competence and hones
ty of the public servants before treated of.

Secondly.—The influence exerted on property by the wisdom ex
isting in, and operative by, the constitution ; the right to which 
property, on the part of individuals, is secured by the civil law. This 
influence is, that it renders property subservient to Use. t*r»pcrty is 
rendered subservient to use, first, by the protection and encourage-

4



( 56 )

ment given by the government to commerce, and secondly, by award
ing honours and rewards according to the principle of Use.

Thirdly.—The third evidence, or means by which tfee co-exist
ence of civil order and constitutional freedom is effected, consists of 
the measures taken for securing a rational attachment to the consti
tution on the part of those capable of such an attachment ; and of 
natural attachment on the part of those who arc incapable ofkhc 
former.

The first particular evidence has already been considered.
The two divisions of the second evidence, namely, that wisdom 

renders property subservient to Use, first, by means of commerce, 
and, secondly,by awarding honours and rewards according to Use, I 
shall treat of separately.

On the effect of commerce in rendering property subservient
to Use.

Commerce occasions the supply of the commodities which consti
tute property to be according to demand.

To the prosecution of commerce an acknowledgment of the right 
of property is indispensable.

The right of property is based on exchange ; and exchange is 
based on the condition of man’s Being, as a social creature. This 
condition is that men should co-operate in contributing towards each 
other’s support and happiness ; thus that the productions and matters 
which constitute property should be made subservient to the general 
good.

The acknowledgment of the right of property requires that there 
should be a standard of value—of the relative value of the different 
commodities which constitute property with reference to each other. 
The production and supply of these commodities being regulated by 
the demand, demand is the actual standard of value ; and the means 
by which the production and supply of commodities is rendered ac
cording to demand is capital, or money, a certain portion of which 
represents the demand for, or relative value of, a particular commo
dity. This therefore is tendered by the person demanding, and is an 
evidence of his social right to be supplied. It is a sign that he 
acknowledges, and is acknowledged, by the social compact.

To the recognition of a standard of value, and its representative, 
money, the effects of which recognition arc so important, (important 
as necessary to the right of property, and to render commerce sub
servient to the general good, in accordance with the condition of 
man’s being in society,) an organized constitution of society is ne
cessary, under which alone can the agreement of men take place to 
acknowledge this representative of value. The right of property is 
then a social, and not an individual right ; that is to say, it justly 
belongs to an individual, only as a member of some constituted, or 
organized form of society; and it is owing to an individual acknow
ledgment of, and recognition by, some such constitution or orgnm-



( 27 )

zation of society, that he derives all his rights and privileges—that 
of property amongst others. The possession of the representative 
of value by which property is rendered available to commerce, and 
to social purposes,is an evidence, as just said, of his social right for 
the supply of his wants or wishes. Money, then,being the sign that 
a man is entitled to constitutional rights and privileges, may be said 
to belong to the constitution of a nation,and accordingly the govern
ment of a country regulates the matters relating to the circulation 
and interest of money, and the Crown has the supervision of its 
coining.

If it were not for the effect of an acknowledged representative of 
a standard of value in regulating the demand and supply of the com
modities which constitute property, exchange would he arbitrary. A 
man with an abundance of commodities he did not himself want would 
give them for a gewgaw whose value existed only in his own estima
tion and fancy, as occurs when barbarous nations trade with civili
zed people.

The effect of circumstances interfering with the organization of 
society on the right of property and money, is seen in the effects of 
war, or famine, when a person would give any amount of money or 
property for a little provisions ; or, like Richard at the battle of Bos- 
worth field, who would have given his “kingdom for a horse.” This 
shows the absolute and most important distinction existing between 
the real, and the representative, standard of value.

Although these considerations show the wisdom of an acknowledg
ment of the right of property, yet the true foundation of this ack
nowledgment is the authority of divine revelation, and the acknow-> 
lodgment of such, authority by the civil constitution of a nation.

I have been thus particular in considering the nature of the right 
• of property, in consequence of its acknowledgment being a fundamen

tal truth, both moral and civil. I now proceed with the subject of com
merce.

Commerce diffuses that property which, in a half civilized state of 
society, it is necessary, for the sake of preserving civil order, to 
confine to a small number of the persons in a community. Com
merce therefore renders a greater number of persons in a country 
capable of that freedom and happiness to which a certain possession 
of property lk necessary. Commerce, when it is carried on accord
ing to principles of justice, is both a cause, and an cfleet, of an in
creased degree of civilization in a community. It is carried on ac
cording to principles of justice, when it is exercised for its own sake 
principally, and only secondarily for the love of gain. In itself it is 
of the highest value to society, since by causing the production and 
supply of the commodities necessary to human support and happi
ness to be in proportion to demand, it renders them subservient to 
that support and happiness. It does this, not in respect to a part on
ly of any coVmunity, but in respect to the whole. And by the appli
cation of this observation to the intercourse between nations, com
merce has regard to the welfare of the whole human race. It is con-
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ducive to freedom in the most extended sense, because it tends to se
cure the good of each person, and body of persons, in the way they 
most value and demand.

As capital is the property of organized society, so credit shews the 
confidence of society. Credit implies that the person in possession 
of it has some claim on society—has been inaugurated into the con
stitution, and is mutually recognized by it. Such a claim on society 
is, that an individual has been led into some Use, by the breeding, 
habit, and instruction, hereafter noticed. Thus credit is towards 
Use, not towards the individual as a mere self. Use is in this way 
recognized as the social principle—the principle of social union—of 
the love of neighbour. The regularity of value, then, and the exis
tence and safety of credit, depend on the practical acknowledgment 
of the principle of Use in a community.

On awarding Honours and Rewards, according to the principle of Use.
*

The bonds of social order in a community, Consist of its civil in
stitutions and laws, its morals, its public opinion, its customs and 
manners, and its religious sentiments. By an examination of these, 
therefore, it is that we must judge of the degree in which the princi
ples of moral truth arc recognized and acted on, in a nation. A na
tion which has made, or is to make, considerable advances in this 
respect, must have provision made for the dcvclopcment of mind a- 
mongst its people. As this dcvclopcment must be the result of vol
untary action on the part of the people, its encouragement is-quite a 
different matter from the preservation of civil order. They howev
er mutually aid each other, as those advantages tyhich exist finder 
civil distinctions, when they are bestowed according to abilities, ac
quirements, and the capacity of unusual degrees of usefulness, ope
rate as incitements to the members of society to. qualify themselves 
for obtaining such advantages. In a nation where there exist such 
civil distinctions in society, in conjunction with the advantages of 
commerce, that general diffusion of wealth ensues which prevents one 
class of persons from being in servile dependence on another ; the 
enterprize, emulation, and free exercise of opinion, necessary to 
mental dcvelopcmcnt, existing at the same time. Civil dis
tinctions and a strong government thus become subservient to the se
curity of the rights of the subject instead of to their subversion, and 
at the same time the freedom which is the result of the subject hav
ing something to preserve, sustains the enterprize and emulation be
fore mentioned as encouraged by civil distinctions. Mankind are 
thus stimulated voluntarily to advance in moral and intellectual im
provement. To these circumstances is no doubt owing the high stan
ding as to national power and influence which Great Britain holds 
amongst the nations of the world, as well as the exertion of that 
power in favour of the liberties and happiness of mankind. The 
position which she holds as protectress of rational liberty over the 
whole world, between the despotism of the old world, and the dem-
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an enviable one.

The British government by acknowledging the principle of use in 
its distribution of honours and rewards, co-operates with the volun
tary moral principle existing in the nation, in giving the passions 
and affections of the various ranks of the people, as the love of 
fame, of power, and of wealth, a direction in support of instead of 
in opposition to civil order ; thus converting individual ambition to 
the true use for which it was intended.

The manner in which this principle is acknowledged I shall ex
emplify by the mode in which the Peerage is conferred, having alrea
dy said much concerning the filling up of the various departments of 
the public service with competent and honest men.

In the first place, this body has nothing to do with the election off 
its own members, thus obviating one of the greatest sources of cor
ruption in public bodies. This power is vested in the Crown, which 
alone is qualified for its exercise, for the same reason that it alone is 
qualified for choosing tile ofliccrs filling the various departments of 
the c service. The individuals chosen for this honour are gen
erally those who have been first of all promoted by the people them
selves to represent their interests in their own branch of the Legis
lature, and who have also filled other offices of great public utility. 
Hence this establishment presents a most useful stimulus to the ex
ertion of talent and ability on the part of individuals filling every 
branch of the _ ' "c service, by calling beneficially into play those 
powerful feelings of the human heart already mentioned as consti
tuting ambition.

The business of the Peers thus chosen and invested with a higher 
degree of civil honour, and greater power of usefulness, than their 
fellow subjects, is to co-operate with the direct representatives of the 
people in the government of the nation ; and the utility of such a 
body of men, with their stake in the country, and their unity of inr 
tercst, cannot be questioned, in giving vigour to those national move
ments having so important a bearing on those of the whole world as 
have those of Great Britain. Unity of interest would render them un- 
s ife holders of power if they were the only ruling body,&an oligarchy 
has always been the most corrupt of governments; but having to re
ciprocate and unite their interests with those of the people at large,with 
the intervention & supremacy of the Crown,this unity is advantageous.

Not the least important use of the Peers to the State is that out of 
th£ir body is formed the head of a respectable opposition to the mea
sures of the administration, whose principal motive in questioning 
the propriety of measures proposed, their own interests require 
should be the constitutional good of the country.

Besides this use of the Peerage, their service as able patrons and 
supporters of every institution for the promotion of science, the arts, 
literature, and in numerous other ways to benefit the social condition 
of the country, cannot be doubted.

Now looking upon the order of the nobility ns constituting the

5
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mountains of civil order in a nation, there is.a regular succession of 
minor degrees, answering to the hills of various elevation. These 
consist not only of such as are based in law, but in custom and 
usage, and which are in a great measure voluntarily acknowledged 
by the members of society, for the sake of regulating precedence, 
and to keep the presumptuous and self-willed, who refuse to pay that 
deference to society which an observance qf its usages implies, in 
due order, and thus to contribute to the happiness of society instead 
of acting as a restraint on this happiness. These minor degrees of 
elevation in the civil land are so many centres presenting stimuli to 
exertion and activity on the part of those respectively within the 
sphere of their influence.

The same principle of awarding posts of honour and extensive 
utility to those who have shown a capacity for them in the public 
service is becoming more and more recognized in every public de
partment, (peopling in those where elevation in rotation is to a cer
tain extent indispensable. This is the case in the naval and military 
services, and c\en here high degrees of merit occasion this mecha
nical order to be broken through. Influence and interest are much 
spoken of as bearing on promotion in these services ; but when the 
importance of having their officers bound by every kind of tie to the 
support of the existing institutions is considered, and that it is the 
duty of a soldier to act according to the direction of the civil authority 
and not to reason about it, such expedients are by no means inad
missible in a secondary way.

The mode in which promotion takes place in the judiciary is also 
eminently qualified to stimulate to action and elicit talent.

The love of distinction, or honour and reward, is the love of pow
er, of fame, and of property, with their various modifications. 
These are in themselves evil loves, since they imply the love of man 
for the sake of the external things constituting property, not tho 
love of property for the sake of man. ' ' \

When the loves of power,of wealth, and of fame, arc subservient 
to the love of man, or to use, they are good loves, and are a neces
sary means of effecting uses.

The loves of power, of fame, and of wealth, arc in such subser
vience when distinction and rewards are distributed accdrding to 
Use in a community; whpn the pursuit of them is in consonance with 
honour on the part of individuals; and when commerce is carried 
on according to Justice. The loves of power, wealth, and fame, are 
then conquered, or recovered, from the principle of evil, or self love, 
to the principle of Use. They arc then enlisted in the service of 
Use, and are used in counteracting the influence of the principle 
which they before helped to constitute.

In treating of good, or use, in its highest sense, we have no refer
ence to the principle of evil, and the reclaiming and conquest of the 
loves mentioned is supposed to have taken place. Reference is had 
to one kingdom only. Let a man beware how he lives in a half 
conquered country. A kingdom divided against itself cannot but
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fall. The Israelites were commanded utterly to root out the C'anaun- 
ites. The destruction of the original inhabitants of Canaan was 
representative of what spiritually takes place in man’s course from 
ignorance to wisdom; and the importance of natural representations 
of spiritual things can only be known by a reference to the spiritu
al sense of the Sacred Writings.

Situations of extensive public utility being at the same time hon
ours and rewards of previous services, and merit, the public good,or 
the working of the constitution, and the distribution of honours and 
rewards according U) the principle of Use, arc seen to be identified.

III. On the means which are taken in order to secure a rational at
tachment to the constitution on the part of those capable of such an 
attachment, and to secure a natural attachment on the part of those 
who are incapable of the former.

First—On the means of securing a rational attachment.
For a person to entertain an attachment to the Constitution be

cause it is grounded in wisdom, he must know what wisdom is. 
Moral and civil truth constitute wisdom. Wisdom is a principle : 
Use is an act—wisdom in act. Use therefore is wisdom, but wis
dom is jiot Use. Use is the voluntary discharge of the social obliga
tions. The social obligations arise out of the social relations which 
are as follow.

II. The social relations are :—
First.—The private relations, whi^h include those subsisting be

tween individuals of the same family, as between father and son, 
mother and daughter, between brothers, brother and sister, husband 
and wife, and so on. They also include the relationships produced 
by the inter-marriages of families, and the relations of friendship 
subsisting voluntarily between individuals.

Secondly.—The public relations. These may be divided into the 
less public relations and the more public relations.

The less public relations are those which people enter into in the 
prosecution of their particular business, or use to society ; namely, 
that of the merchant, the farmer, the lawyer, the physician, the di
vine, the soldier, the mechanic, &c.

The more public relations involve what are in a particular sense, 
understood as public duties. Such are those of magistrates, and of 
all officers concerned in executing the law, and filling the various de
partments of the public service. They may, or may not, constitute 
a person’s particular calling.

Thirdly. The national relations, in which originate the obligations 
which every man owes to the state in which he lives, and by the 
laws of which he is protected ; such are the payment of duties and 
taxes levied for the service of the community ; and the exercise of 
the elective franchise.
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Of the National Relations of Social Order.

The national relations have already been partly considered in trea
ting of the machinery and administration of the Constitution. The 
nature of the elective franchise was particularly considered then ; 
and all who are aware of the inestimable advantages conferred on the 
individual members of society by the constitution, will acknowledge 
the obligation of supporting its administration by freely paying their 
share of the expenses incurred by that administration. Une of the 
means stated of ensuring the working of the constitution, was that 
situations of public usefulness should secure the competition ofjablo 
men for their possession, by affording those emoluments which peo
ple very properly have in view in following any business ; and a- 
nothcr reason why those in public situations should receive such 
emoluments is, that they may not be diverted from their public du
ties by scheming after other means of obtaining personal ad
vantages.

Another reason for the ready discharge of this national obligation 
is the necessity of sustaining the physical force of the empire, since 
whatever the benefits of the constitution may be they are secured, 
by this force, equally from internal commotion and foreign aggres
sion. By the physical force of the country of course is meant the 
army, navy, and police establishments. Many other reasons for 
the discharge of this duty will suggest themselves to the mind of the 
reader which I have not space to enumerate.

Of the Public Relations of Social Order.

The more public relations, including the duties of public men, 
have also been considered in treating of the machinery and admin
istration of the constitution.

The less public relations, thosc.namcly, which are connected with 
the discharge of a person's particular business, or use to society, I 
beg to make a few remarks on.

By means of this use, or business, each person provides himself, 
and his family, with food, clothing, and habitation.

It is the conjunct uses of the members making up a community 
that constitutes the good of the community. A man, in having sub
mitted to instruction and discipline in learning his use, has given up 
himself, and his own proper objects naturally belonging to him as an 
individual, to society ; and, in consequence of this, lie receives a 
recompense from society in the discharge of his use, office, or busi
ness. All men having so given themselvc up to society, and dis
charging their uses with truth,honesty, and honour, moral order and 
harmony is the result.

The recompense, or reward of a man’s use, is according to its de
gree in the estimation of society, or else according to the balances 
in his favour in the exchanges of commerce. According to the de
gree, and reward of his use, and consequent property, (for proper-
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ty is partly consequent on this) is to a great extent tta way in which 
he provides the requisites of food, clothing, and habitation, for him
self and his family, as to the quality and value of these requisites ; 
and hence is to a certain extent, the external quality of the family 
in the estimation of the world. But the considerations which regu
late this external condition of families are partly property, partly 
rank, partly mental endowments, and partly moral principle. This 
payment of a man’s degree of use is his recognition tty the consti
tution, or rather, by the constitutional wisdom. It is altogether so
cial, and the result of social union, order and organization. The 
individual having united himself with society for the common good, 
is recognized as a social, or constitutional being, quite a new being 
from what he was, as an individual, before installing by breeding, 
habit, and instruction into the social compact. A man is therefore 
not only permitted, but required, to live according to the degree of 
his use, consequently according to the standing,property, &c. which 
is acquired by that use.

The discharge of a man’s particular use, if it have been selected 
judiciously, and according to his particular talent, genius, and abili
ties, is also, in itself, a source of satisfaction to him as well as a du
ty to society. Here the happiness of the individual, and the social 
good arc identified, shewing the wisdom and beneficence of the au
thor of society.

Of the Private Relations of S:cial Order.

The private relations arc those of consanguinity,friendship, and
acquaintance.

In that degree of association which constitutes acquaintance, all 
that is necessary is, that each party should have the good of the 
whole in view, and this is to a sufficient extent, secured by fair deal
ing between those concerned together in business, and the possession 
of a fair reputation. In this respect we observe the utility of mon
ey as a medium of the change of men from regarding an individual, 
and selfish end alone, to that condition in which they regard a so
cial end; that is, their own good, and that of society, as one. A 
sufficient indication of such fair dealing is that a person has that pru
dence by which he is enabled to make both ends meet, pay for what 
he has, and sustain a fa r character. But as there arc, in the state 
of the world as composed of good, bad, and indifferent characters, 
many instances in which the most prudent persons may be frustra
ted in the best devised, and best executed plans of worldly prudence, 
exceptions arc of course to be made to this rule.

As the degrees of intimacy advance,it is requisite that there should 
be some similarity in the degree of Use. As before observed, it is 
provided for the good of society that every man should love, and at
tend to, and make his happiness in his own business principally, as 
his particular business is his Use to the community. Now a man 
whose particular business, and consequent habit of thinking, is a-
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bout the relations existing between the various interests of the dif
ferent bodies of men in the community, and the relation of the whole 
to the empire at large, thus a statesman—and a man whose mind is - 
principally occupied in attending to a business which requires his 
habit of thinking to be confined to the relation ot himsolt and fami
ly to his customers, or of a servant to his master, can have nothing 
in common, excepting that general good feeling which should exist 
between all the members of a community, and which i.y not attended 
by particular interest regarding each other.

Some similarity in tho degree and extent of men s use then is re
quisite in intimate friendship, r.ot for the sake ot iorm, but for tho 
sake of freedom fAm form ; in order to secure that ported freedom 
of choice which men have an opportunity of exercising under those 
useful inequalities which tho preservation of civil order requires. 
Friendship can only subsist between those who nvo mutually tree, 
and originates.in tho appreciation of each other’s talents, advanta
ges, intentions, and tastes ; although it admits of, and may hi^pno- 
fitted by, some dissimilarity of opinion. Some similarity in degree 
of Use, and'of the standing, property and appearance in the world 
resulting from it, is therefore necessary $■’. that conjunction of esteem 
and personal regard which constitutes friendship.

It was observed, in speaking of acquaintance, that a fair char
acter, and such outside as indicates a general regard te h so, a prop
er prudence rendered necessary. Put the test of friendship is that 
it endures under the loss of all external advantages. For a person, 
having given another that confidence which friendship implies, must 
have wanted good s-mso, if it be not a gratification to stand by his 
friend through every trial, excepting under the conviction that ho 
has made a false estimate of his friend’s character ; and it will tako 
much to establish such a conviction, after tho full confidence of a 
man of sense has once been given.

Tho friendships of those whose spheres of usefulness are less 
tensive, are not productive of less happiness than those of persons 
occupying tho more extensive spheres. Tho domestic hearth of tho 
cottager is not less dear to him than that of the person possessing 
greater external advantages, and is attended by remembrance of 
satisfaction equally vivid. Ills regular occupation secures a re lish to 
his pleasures which sometimes pall on the satiated feelings of the man 
who has luxury and leisure at command, if lie possess not the wis
dom necessary for self government. Tho happiness of all results y 
from the activity of duty, and that of relaxation and diversion.alter
nating with repose.

Tho inviolability of marriage is the basis of the relation 
of consanguinity. This is another fundamental moral truth 
grounded on tho authority of divine Revelation, the acknowledgment 
of which is necessary to social order. The acknowledgment of this 
fundamental truth, and the consequent distribution of mankind into 
families,bases the existence and préservai ^n in a community of tho 
t-"Ft principles of wisdom known, on nfiection, will, and the strong-
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est natural impulses of mankind. The love of their offspring in
duces men so to breed and instruct their families, as to prepare them 
for securing their interests both temporarily and eternally. Besides 
that,the sense of. personal honour, and the pride of family, also come 
to the support of moral duty in this respect. This consideration puts 
me in good humour with the long descriptions of genealogies which 
formed so much of the conversation of the old school in Great Bri
tain, and which 1 formerly considered us a sort of gossip, enabling 
people to pass away idle time without having recourse to scandal. 
Here again we have an opportunity of observing the compatibility of 
the distinctions in society with wisdom. Wc also observe how com
patible the exercise of the natural affections is with wisdom, and, 
indeed, that wisdom is the use of natural affections, and natural 
things. We see that the author of wisdom, and the author and 
Maker of the world,and natural feelings and natural things in ge
neral, is the same Being—we see this same Being to be the 
author of common sense, of reason, and of wisdom—that wisdom, 
reason, and common sense agree with each other, yet that they are 
entirely distinct, and separate one from the other ; so distinct, that 
reason cannot of itself penetrate the secrets of wisdom originating 
in divine truth, and the more it endeavours to pry into these secrets, 
the further it wanders from them into the mazes of false philosophy. 
What wisdom is, what reason is, and what common sense is, tho 
nature of their connection, and also the nature of their separation — 
is revealed in the spiritual sense of tho Sacred Writings. Notwith
standing these truths arc'Secrets they are no mysteries. Mystery is 
darkness, but tho spiritual sense of the Word is daylight.

I do not know when I have fallen into a more pleasing train of 
ref!; -lion than that which has been suggested by the consideration of 
this subject. In the relations of consanguinity, the natural affections 
are made subservient to the recognition and observance of the prin
ciples of moral and civil truth. Marriage commences in esteem and 
friendship, and the friendship which I have described is founded on 
an acknowledgment of, and reception into, the moral and civil order 
of tho constitution. Under such circumstances the natural affections 
arc exercised according to truth, or wisdom ; and truth, or wisdom, 
is then natural to man. Thus, by that regulation of the affections 
consequent on the observance of the social obligations, man is 
brought into an entirely opposite condition to that in which he is by 
nature. Every maw who lives in this renewed spirit of the social 
compact brings up his family to understand its relations with society, 
both private and general ; and by that union of truth and natural 
affection, or regulation of the affections, above described, this is 
rendered a delight as well as a duty.

The parental relation is that of leading into Use ; or, what is the 
same tiling, into'mora! and civil order, being the observance of the 
social obligations.

The social relations comprise duties, satisfactions and diversions. 
With respect to duties and satisfactions, and the difference between
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them, it depends on the individual whether duties are discharged as 
mere duties, or whether they are attended with satisfaction ; or 
whether duties may not almost have disappeared, and satisfactions 
have come in their place. The diversions of men arc distinct from 
duties, and from labour, or work, whether of body or mind. Re
laxation is necessary to recruit and strengthen both body and mind, 
particularly the latter. Diversions also promote human harmony, 
and are only injurious by being made businesses of. The associations 
of men are frequently in consequence of similarity in diversions. 
It is a remark of Dr. Fuller that those who do not make use of law
ful diversions will in all probability at some time or other, have re
course to unlawful ones.

It is in quest of diversion that the members of society, and parti
cularly the young, run into vicc.and in this way is frequently laid 
the foundation of such evil habits as end in hardened insensibility to 
moral influences. Diversions admit of use and abuse like every 
thing else, and consequently of so much the more importance is at
tention to their direction and management. By providing for the 
useful diversion of the people a government may exercise an im
portant influence on public morality, and it is very questionable 
whether the separation of diversion from all association with religion 
is right or politic. It is advantageous that instruction should be 
conveyed with diversion, since what is received freely, or in accord
ance with the will, remains, and what is received reluctantly is ef
faced. Cunning and self-will takes care that its instruction shall be 
received with zeal, and it is the part of truth not to bo behind hand 
with cunning in this respect. May it not have been in consequence 
of the well intended suitors of truth having been rather deceived in 
the object of their regard, that cunning has been, in the world, able to 
make so many proselytes in consequence of taking diversion and 
pleasure to her aid. The latter damsel, having been slighted by the 
subjects of what was considered truth, seems to have taken revengo 
by allying herself with cunning.

Variation of occupations frequently constitutes a diversion. On 
this account I was delighted to read the following advertisement in a 
Hamilton newspaper :

“Mechanics’ Inst Utile of Toronto.

In consequence of the merchants of Toronto closing their shops 
at seven o'clock, the directors of the Mechanics’ Institute, with the 
laudable view of affording the clerks an opportunity of improving 
themselves, have published a circular addressed to the inhabitants. 
From which we make the following extract :—

* The Institute propose to throw open their Rooms and Library 
five nights in the week, from 7 to 10 o'Mock, to the Young Men, 
and such others as may be unemployed of an evening ; where they 
will find prepared for them every means of innocent and instructive 
amusement. Classes will be formed for one hour at least each
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night, in Reading, \V riling, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Drawing, 
Asc., and instructive books and periodicals will bo amply supplied to 
fill up the remainder of the evening—the whole being under a codo 
of regulations calculated to maintain the strictest order and propriety 
in the meeting. The Institute will endeavour to make the rooms as 
attractive as possible, by keeping them well lighted and warmed, 
and rendered in every way comfortable ; and they will find 
Masters, where the subject to be studied requires them, as well as 
paper, and all the utensils that may be necessary in the Classes.’

This is a subject of great importance to the good of Society, and 
we hope to sec some of our influential townsmen take it up, and 
form the nucleus ol a Literary and Scientific Association in the town 
of Hamilton.”

I have then considered what the acknowledgment of the social ob
ligations is ; but since perfection in every thing can only be known 
by comparison with imperfection, as beauty is known by comparison 
with what is ugly, so no man can have a true idea of wisdom with
out knowing something of its opposite. The effect of the acknow
ledgment of the social obligations is moral harmony, which is human 
happiness, originating in the exercise of good affections. The denial 
of the social obligations is the denial of truth, of the principle of 
Use, and of their author. It is therefore the principle of evil. 
It was called by Addison, cunning, as opposed to discretion, and, 
by Swedenborgh, self-love and love of the world, or the evil and 
false principle.

Ca the dcniul of the Social Obligations.

Evil has no knowledge, or conception of good, excepting its de
light to destroy it. The feeling of evil towards good is as that of a 
wolf towards a sheep ; excepting good be armed with truth, and 
then it would be that of a wolf towards a man—it would sneak away.

The intellectual faculty of an evil man is equally perverted. Wis
dom is day light, and lie delights in day light as the owl, or other 
night animals do.

Such a person knows nothing about the social obligations and 
would laugh at the very idea of the sincere observance of them— 
at such a moral monster in his estimation. Nor docs he believe that 
others arc sincere in their observance of them. The acknowledg
ment of the social obligation, is heaven—his mind is hell. 'This is 
the case with a man whose mind is a form of perverted ambition, 
much as I have said in praise of a true ambition. These persons have 
false views as to what constitutes men’s true and permanent inter
ests, although they think themselves the wisest of beings, and look 
upon the wise as fools.

Men arc made what they arc by leading from a state of childhood 
and ignorance, the evil having been led by the evil until they know 
nothing of good, and the good having been led by the good and 
wise so that they have overcome evil. But both in good and evil
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there are innumerable degrees, from the highest to the lowest states 
of good, and from the deepest to the least deep states of evil. Be
tween these is ignorance, which proceeds, from its own state, upward 
or downward, accordingly as it is subjected to example, breeding, 
habit, and instruction by those in some of the degrees of good and 
truth, or of self love and cunning. There is, therefore, the begin
ning, progress, and termination of this leading, both on the part of 
the good and evil. Man, in the world, is between these two princi
ples, and as every one is, more or less, the subject both of one and 
the other, the business of every man is to remove evil from him
self, by the use of free will in choosing what is good,and so to lead 
those-bjlonging to him that they may do the same.

Of these principles, then, men are the subjects, and the world is 
the theatre of their operation, and to their opposition and collision, 
the mixed state of communities, as to order and disorder, private, 
public, and national, is owing.

The denial of the social obligations in a national and public point 
of view is productive of public discord, misgovernmont, or resis
tance to wise governmant. The denial of the right of property in 
the transactions of business is the cause of both public and private 
discord, equally destroying the peace of families and nations. The 
denial of the private obligations not only is destructive of tho 
peace of famili s, but of all the advantages to society resulting from 
the wise establishment of marriage.

In order to know the cfioct of the denial of the social obligations 
in their national, public, and private form, a man must have read 
the history of mankind, both in history and biography, and must 
have such a knowledge of the world as is obtained by associating 
with people dilicring both in rank in the world, and in states of good 
and evd, thus will he have known and felt the operation of evil and 
of good, in general, and particular, as it operates in nations and in 
families. Such a person only is fit to fill situations of extensive 
public usefulness. To govern a country which is an admixture of tho 
good and the evil, or to tike a responsible situation in assisting to do 
so, a man must know how to defeat the machinations of evil men. 
Every person may know something of this from his own experience 
with the world in the bringing up of his own family,and conducting 
his own business. X.

Whenever this principle of self love is unrestrained and para
mount, whether in families,in public bodies within nations, or in na
tions themselves, a government by force is indispensable. Those 
actuated by this principle will not be led. If not conquered they will 
conquer, according to the degree of power they can exercise. 
Where this principle operates the will of the stronger is the law to 
the weaker. Hence it is the principle‘of slavery, as it is the source 
of war. If the stronger party bo just, his power will be exercised 
in leading the weaker into order by wise laws and regulations, as 
far as tho weaker is capable of such leading. But the subject now 
treated of is self will and not justice, and if both parties be morally



unenlightened,to vit lu privilèges to the rwy.tervd will only be to en- 
courn go new aggressions. On this account itis extremely necessary 
in nations before making extensive changes in favour of popular 
privileges, that the people should be first brought into a state in 
which they can understand and discharge the social duties,or be un
der the influence of such prejudice only as' is compatible with sub
mission to a wise government.

•’ho only way therefore in which those in power can advance the 
civilization and real intelligence of the people is by giving them the 
rr.'nns of an improved moral and civil education, (tins of course in
cludes intellectual education, according to a person’s station 
in society,) and inducing them to make Use of those means. This 
latter part of the business, that of earnestness in making use of tho 
means of education, by the people, is perhaps of the greatest mo
ment, as well as the greatest difficulty : and the utmost zeal in this 
respect, on the part of those in authority, is of little avail, unless 
seconded by those for whoso welfare they thus interest themselves. 
The efforts of a government thus to spread light amongst the people 
cannot he too highly appreciated, f'uch efforts indicate clearly the 
public integrity of those who make them, since those who wish to 
govern on principles of selfishness, to aggrandize themselves at the 
public expense, and to keep tho people down, always endeavour to 
keep them in ignorance. Cut Governors must sustain their power, 
and tho wiser people are the less coercion in e'oingso is necessary,as 
people see the necessity of sustaining their Governors, and suppor
ting the execution of the laws. Ru picion of tho good inti niions of 
those in authority, and envy of th<1 a; ; vent advantages which they f 
possess, have, of late years, been carried to too great an extent for 
tho good of mankind. Tho efforts just mentioned « liich have latterly 
been making, by public men, to enlighten and improve mankind, 
evince strongly their claims on public confidence. These efforts 
shew that they appeal to tho^good sense of the people, and not to 
their prejudices, which dishonest rukts cherish, and turn to their 
mvn account. Tho parade, concerning the concession of popular 
privileges is, too often, a bait to caicli popularity which on honou
rable man in power will not descend to make use of. Let. the peo
ple then instead of being cntchnblc by such bails, zealously second 
tho efforts now making to improve their social and physical condit
ion, and aiibrd an useful education to the ri.-ing generation.

Before proceeding fnrtherlcannot resist the satisfaction of contras
ting tho conduct of the people in Vpper Canada, with those to whom 
the censure is applicable which is implied in the observation l have 
just hail occasion to make, that “suspicion of those in authority.and 
envy of the apparent advantages which they possess'7 has of lato 
vears been carried to a baneful extent. The zeal with which tho 
Governors and the governed, the leaders and the led, united in ex
pelling from tho soil, or in bringing to punishment, a nest of turbu
lent and unprincipled men,who, three years ago, stirred up rebellion, 
and sought to induce revolution, cannot bo too highly praised ; »»-
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/ pccially as this occurred at a period when no military were in the 
/ province. These revolutionists by acting on the prejudices of the 

ignorant, by magnifying abuses that will exist in every government, 
and by blackening the characters of men of influence, succeeded in 
arraying a band of their deluded followers against the institutions of 
the country. But the promptitude and decision with which their de
signs were frustrated by the great body of the people themselves re
flect the highest credit on their good sense, their stability of charac
ter, and their attachment to the constitution under which they live. 
And this is the more to be remarked as the people were awake to 
some real abuses which existed in the administration of the govern
ment, and intent on having them removed, and it was this circum
stance which deceived the revolutionists, and gave them courage to 
make an attempt to upset the government.

The Home Government, pleased, as well it might be, with the loy
alty and patriotism displayed by the'inhabitants of the Province,has 
shown the greatest readiness to listen to their wants and wishes, and 
has sent out statesmen standing highest in its confidence to settle the 
institutions of the country in such a way as to secure the civil free
dom of the people. And the people of this province have not been 
behind hand in meeting with a proper spirit the advances of the 
Home Government ; the honour,cordiality,and good will with which 
the Governors sent out have been received, and the respectful atten
tion which has been paid to their suggestions, show that the people 
know how to estimate the value of good government.

On leading into Social Order, or the acknowledgment of the Social
Obligations.

Whether an individual be principled in the acknowledgment, or in 
the denial of the social obligations, it is, in either case, the conse
quence of the leading to which he has been subjected. Leading into 
ôrder was said to constitute the parental office. If the parent bo 
principled in the acknowledgment of the social obligations in any of 
their degrees,the family arc led into social order by means of exam
ple, breeding, habit and instruction, by the parent, or by those to 
whom the parent delegates a portion of his duties, as the minister of 
religion, and teacher of intellectual education ; also, by the influence 
ol nurses and playmates, in infancy and childhood, and of compani
ons in youth, and from youth to manhood, both brothers and sisters, 
and others.

If the parents, instead of being principled in any of the degrees of 
social order,arc principled in the denial of the social obligations,(that 
is to say,refusing to submit to moral and civil government, ) then the 
parental office constitutes the misleading into disorder, by means of 
bad example, bad breeding, bad habits, and false instruction. This 
is done by the parents, and by those to whom they delegate a portion 
of their office ; thus by those to whose influence they suffer the fa
mily to be subjected. The evil principle of self-love, or cunning,



(41 ;
has its ministers, as well as truth, and the ministers of cunning tako 
care that their ministrations shall be instilled' with relish and zest. In 
this respect they have had too much advantage over the ministrations 
of those who have had the wish to instil truth. As was observed, 
that which is received into the will, that js, with readiness and zeal, 
is retained, hut otherwise it is effaced. Caro should then be taken 
that such truths should bo instilled into the minds of the young as 
are adapted to their state ; and that what is taught by precept should 
not be effaced by example. The dependence of the future character 
on good or bad influences while young, mankind arc not sufficiently 
aware of. The good and kind affections should be brought out by 
the exhibition of the same' towards children, and those of a contrary 
description carefully avoided. The practice of frightening children, 
in order to keep them quiet, when previous bad habits, and false 
indulgence, have been the cause of their turbulence, cannot be too 
strongly reprobated. Servants who have the care of children ought 
to have their places depending on the observance, or neglect of this 
caution. As children advance in years,they may be led into truth, as 
well as good. Each state of youth has its appropriate management ; 
but I have already exceeded the sphere allotted to this part of my 
subject.

The grand essential to social union is confidence and co
operation between those whose business, or use, it is to lead, to 
instruct, and to govern, and those who are to be led, instructed, and 
governed. In this respect a community is like a single family.— 
Every house must have its head, it is absolutely necessary that the 
people should bo loadable, teachable, and governable, but 1 will also 
add that those invested with authority should be capable of leading, 
teaching, and governing. In a moral sense this confidence between 
the leaders and the led is secured by the identity of the principle of 
good. In all subjects in whom it exists, whether in its .higher or in 
its lower degrees, there is an attraction impelling them to each other. 
Good feeling is every where recognized by its like, and without good 
there is no truth Hence the shevp know their shepherd ; and those 
qualified to lead into truth have that spirit of good—that vital warmth 
—which is recognized by those in the good of ignorance ; and 
those are the persons capable of being led into truth, and of having 
truth and good conjoined. Such persons have an affection for truth 
and receive it willingly, according to their various capacities for re
ception, from previous greater or less degrees of advancement, and 
it is the part of wisdom to distinguish the different capabilities of 
such persons.

In Great Britain provision is made for moral, civil, and scientific 
instruction by means of ministers of Religion, teachers of intellectual 
education, and by means of the press. Ministers and teachers are 
supported partly by the government, and partly, in a voluntary way, 
by the people. Abundant means arc afforded by the religious esta
blishment countenanced by the government for the reading and ex
planation of the Bible according to its principles, but nevertheless

fi



( 42 )

about half the people voluntarily support systems which they prefer. 
This shews that there is much interest felt on the subject at any rate. 
Abundant publications on science, morals, and every other subject, 
are constantly pouring forth from the British press. The plan which 
I have adopted in this publication of basing the civil duties on moral 
truth, and moral on divine truth, was adopted as long ago as the 
reign of Queen Anne by Addison. Me wrote at a time when the 
minds of men were distracted by party politics, and religious ani
mosities ; when the protestant succession to the throne of Britain 
was not so firmly established but that the partizans of James were 
active and powerful, and the disputes between the puritans and epis
copalians still ran high. Ilis writings were thought to exert a great 
influence on the people by inducing them to lay aside those political' 
and religious animosities, and attend more to the common affairs of 
life. His papers comprised in the Spectator and other periodicals of 
the day were satirical, humorous, and grave ; the Saturday night’s 
paper being generally on a religious subject. His paper on discre
tion, and shewing the distinctive marks between cunning and discre
tion, comprises the sum of human duties in the smallest space of any 
writing, out of holy writ, that I recollect ever to have seen. In discre
tion the duties of life arc based on the truth, that man is born to eternal 
life, while in cunning they have on the contrary some temporary 
and therefore false end, incompatible with the designs of the Creator 
of men towards his creatures. The principle which Addison wrote 
of under the name of discretion, is the same as that which I have 
considered under the appellation of honour, as that alone according 
to which thtgftocial obligations can be faithfully discharged.

In considering the duties connected with the parental office of lea
ding into Use, that of the master towards his apprentice should not 
be forgotten, it being a responsibility which is too little considered; 
but the faithful, or faithless, discharge of which is pregnant with the 
most important consequences not only to individuals but to commu
nities. The youth passes ir. his apprenticeship, clerkship, or what
ever it may be, that period of his life during which he is either made 
or marred.

Civil Governors, and those in superior stations, also so far hold 
this relation to the community, that it is as much their duty to pro
vide for the leading of the people into the principles of moral and 
civil order, and thus to understand, love, and obey the institutions of 
their country grounded on that order, as it is to provide for the, co
ercion, restraint, and punishment of the people when they violate | 
the civil law. Here I take occasion to notice a glaring instance of 
misgovernment, .in this respect, in the prison discipline of Great 
Britain. The true end of restraint and punishment fs the reforma
tion of the offender, although, as making an example to deter oth
ers in low degrees of moral standing, it has a salutary influence. 
On this account the true object of prison discipline is that the 
person inculpated should be subjected to such moral discipline as 
will reform him, as far as his moral condition admits of such re for-
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mation ; whereas, in the prisons of Great Britain, if an offender n- 
gainst the laws have been seduced by evil influences, and be yet well 
disposed on the whole, and not only capable of moral training but 
earnestly desirous of having the opportunity of receiving its advan
tages—in those dens of infamy, notwithstanding such a capacity of 
reformation, a youthful offender must come out, from the associations 
he there meets with, more advanced in the career of vice. The re
formation of unhardened offenders against the law affords a most use
ful exercise for the prerogative of mercy vested in the Crown. 
While writing on the subject of prison discipline, 1 must do justice 
to the United States, where, as far as I have heard, the system is far 
superior to that of Great Britain. In their penitentiaries a person 
under confinement is taught some trade or occupation, if he have 
not previously learned one.

In consequence of the preservation of social order, or of moral, 
grounded on divine truth, depending so much on the voluntary ob
servance of the social obligations by individual families making up a 
community, we observe that the Founder of Christianity did not be
gin by altering forms of government, and changing national institu
tions, but by originating such principles as would prevent the lead
ing of ignorance into self will, causing it to be led into the love of 
neighbour instead. The love of neighbour is the principle of moral 
truth, and whether we call it the principle of moral truth, the ack
nowledgment of the social obligation -̂, or4jie principle of Use, it is 
the same thing.

To lead into social order by breeding, habit and instruction, is to 
lead out of self will, as the two are opposite and incompatible princi
ples ; and two men in the world, who may be locally together, little 
think how widely and eternally separated they may also be, as to 
that state, or moral condition, which answers to space amongst spiri
tual existences.

Before proceeding further, I beg leave to make known a fact most 
important to the welfare of mankind, particularly to those men of sci
ence and general intelligence, who have any difficulty in yielding 
their credence to the literal sense of the Sacred Writings. There is 
in these writings an inward, or spiritual sense, totally distinct from, 
and different to, the sense of the letter. In this inward sense, when 
places and persons are mentioned in the literal sense, states of wis
dom, or truth—otherwise, opposite states of the evil and false princi
ple—arc understood in the inward sense. Hence journeyings, in the 
word, signify progressions from -states of ignorance to the various 
states of wisdom to which men are brought by divine instruction. In 
this inward sense, Jacob signifies the natural principle ; Isaac, the 
rational, or spiritual principle ; and Abraham, the will principle of 
the regenerate man. This is an example of the signification of names 
in the spiritual sense ; and I will now give one of the same signifi
cation of places. Egypt signifies the state in which the natural man 
is ; and the land of Israel the state in which the spiritual man is ; 
and the journeying of the children of Israel,from Egypt to the land
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of Canaan, signifies the leading of man from a natural to a spiritual 
state. -The destruction of the Canaanites signifies the destruction of 
all false principles of action, which exist naturally in the minds of 
men, in order that principles of moral grounded in divine truth,may 
be substituted in their place. This has been made a g re at handle of, 
by infidels,as an argument against the truth of the Bible,ns the word 
of God, a being of infinite mercy. l!ut the argument drawn from 
the permission of evil, and that men are subjected to accidents, and 
to tho death of the body, is just as strong against ihc Supreme Ru
ler of tho universe having this attribute. The fact that the present 
is not a final condition removes even the apparent reasonableness of 
such an argument. The importance of material representatives of 
spiritual things, this is not the place to dwell on, and indeed 1 only 
mention this subject now in order that those who have the inclina
tion and opportunity, may consult the inestimable writings where the 
spiritual sense of the Divine Word is unfolded. This is done in 
those writings^ef Swedenborgh, entitled the Arcana Celcstia, written 
in Latin about seventy years ago,and which have since been transla
ted into English by a society of gentlemen in London. The Arcana 
Celcstia consists of twelve volumes, i:i which the. spiritual sense of 
the books of Genesis and Exodus is explained in the most minute, 
and particular way. Every word in the literal sense being noticed, 
and the relation of the literal with the spiritual sense stated. The 
uniformity with which each word, w henever it occurs in the literal 
sense throughout the Bible, lias the same spiritual signification, ren
ders it quite impossible that this should be a work of human inge
nuity ; or that the spiritual sense should be an adaptation of allego
ry and metaphor, by a vigorous imagination,to suit the literal sense. 
Thf inward sense ofWhrMour gospels has been explained in a simi
lar way by the same gifted author ; and the book of Revelations, 
also, tho meaning of which in the spiritual sense is simple, clear, 
and connected, however obscure it is in the sense of the letter. The 
title of the latter work is the Apocalypse Explained, in six volumes. 
It is also in a more condensed form under the title of the Apocalypse 
Revealed, in two volumes.

Secondly—On the means of securing a natural attachment to the 
Country and Government on the fart of those who are incapable 

of holding a rational attachment to the Constitution.

When men have been taught tho pâture and extent of the social 
obligations, and led to the discharge of theTFïrtqcy are qualified to 
exercise a judgment respecting the ehav/'-W of a system of govern
ment, and thence to form that rnfiopal oti'uiimont to it which results 
from a conviction that it is grounded in wisdom, or in the acknow
ledgment of the social obligations.

Thus the degree in which a person is capable of judging of this 
wisdom is in proportion to the wisdom existing in himself. The 
wisdom of the constitution is also such as is the wisdom of those
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making up the constitution. This fact of itself is enough to show the 
necessity of government, and that government should descend from 
above to below, and not vice versa. ^

What means then are to be taken to secure the attachment of 
those persons to the country and the government, who are incapable 
of forming a rational attachment to the constitution ?

This will be seen as we proceed. All that a civil government in 
its merely civil capacity can do,is to secure the preservation of civil 
order. Whether constitutional freedom be superadded to civil order 
depends on the wisdom existing in the constitution, and therefore in 
the persons making up the constitution, who have to administer and 
jppport the laws. If there be wisdom sufficient in the nation to ad
join freedom to civil order, then wisdqfn has more work to do, name
ly, to teach the use instead of the abase of freedom. This is alto
gether a moral and individual work.

To teach the use of freedom is to induce the voluntary discharge 
of the social obligations. That which is voluntary is of the will, or 
of affection.

Man is an affection, or rather a sum or body of affections. The 
use of freedom is, therefore, the exercise and reciprocation of affec
tion. The plan, management, or government of wisdom, is, that it 
is consistent with, and secures the exercise of the affections of all its 
subjects—all who submit to its law. This law is that of the source 
of affection—the Maker of men—the author of society—of social 
order,' and the social obligations.

Moral or social obligations are therefore correlative with affec
tions. The end of obligation is the gratification of affection, or will. 
Social and individual good are one.

The end of moral obligation is the gratification of affection in ac
cordance with a social end.

Self-love is the perversion of affection from compatibility with a so
cial end ; it cannot see that social and individual good are one ; it is 
not wise ; it is not in a true, but in a false principle.

The acknowledgment of obligation is the willingness of an indivi
dual to exercise his affections in that way, which is cbnsistcnt with 
the same exercise of affections on the part of the rest of the mem
bers in a community. Thus it is the spirit of justice, which is the 
same thing as the spirit of truth. It is written “when the Spirit of 
Truth shall come He will lead you into all truth.” The spirit of 
Truth is the spiritual sense of the Sacred XV ritings. The coming of 
the spirit of truth is the second coming of the Lord. This second 
coming of the Lord is llis coming in the Word. This coming in the 
Word is the revelation of the spiritual sense now mentioned ; so that 
He, Himself, is the interpreter of His Word. This revelation was 
effected through the instrumentality of a man, and that man was 
Swedenborgh. That this second coming has actually taken place, 
any one who will take the trouble to become acquainted with the 
spiritual sense of the Word may convince himself of.

It was said that the social relations have ijtheir corresponding obli-
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gntions, but now (presuming men’s affections to be reduced to order) 
it may be said that the social relations have their corresponding af
fections.

The love of the whole human race, the love of country, the love 
of each man’s individual use. or occupation, the love of his friend, 
and of his family, are all in beautiful accordance and support each 
other.

When each man acts on this social principle, acknowledging so
cial and individual good to be one, then national and private good is 
the result ; and in proportion that a community docs this, the na
tional feeling is grounded in moral and civil truth, or wisdom, and is 
divested of hurtful prejudice, the ignorant being governed and led, 
and the wise leading and governing.

According to the degree in which a man’s affections have been 
elevated into wisdom is the lucid, or obscure wav, in which he ac
knowledges the nature and extent of the social obligations ; and his 
capability of taking a high anti extensive, or a low sphere in so
cial order, and in use. The rational man’s attachment to the con
stitution, and his observance of the social relations, is based in af
fection, but in an enlightened affection. The natural man’s attach
ment to his country is also based in affection, but affection of a lower 
kind.

It is by no means requisite that all the members of society should 
have that rational attachment to the constitution which arises from the 
conviction that it is grounded in wisdom ; and the nature of the 
occupations of the majority of persons in a community requiring 
that they should spend mo t of their time in acquiring a bodily 
support, renders them incapable of obtaining the information neces
sary to the formation of such a conviction. The attachment of such 
persons to their country and government originates in lower but still 
in good motives.

An ignorant and a perverted character arc two very different 
beings. Ignorant pers:ns who act according to their degree of 
understanding arc very valuable members of society in ihcir places, 
and, in those places, their happiness is not less than that of persons 
occupying situations of more extended usefulness, and higher sta
tion ; but they require to be led. It is not the object of wisdom 
therefore to give all the persons in a community equal intellectual 
education, nor equal station.

It is sufficient if persons of the description I am alluding to have 
their attachment to their country, and its government, secured by 
feeling the benefits it confers, in conjunction with being brought up 
in the discharge of their relative duties. The benefits which a con
stitution wisely administered should confer on all its subjects, with 
those exceptions which will occur to every rule, arc the means of 
that exercise of the social affections by which persons of every de
gree are bound to the land in which they have been brought up. The 
affections of such persons, as I have before observed, are not less 
vivid than those of their superiors, neither are they less valuable in
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the eye of their Maker ; and I will venture to say that a government 
is not wise, in this respect, which does not make such provision for 
the welfare of the mass of its subjects as will secure that attachment 
to their country which people never fail to feel, who have been brought 
up in the most humble w ay consistent w ith the supply of their phy
sical wants. This feeling of attachment is easily produced and kept 
up under proper management ; for we find that people, even under 
the greatest physical disadvantages, may be proud of their country, 
and believe that none arc so happy as themselves. Such for example 
is the case in Lapland.

There is an evident tendency of the natural affections to the sup
port of civil order. If the person in a superior situation exercise 
common good feeling, and use his inferiors well, they are proud of 
his notice, and will do every thing that can reasonably be required 
to secure his good will. Hence how easy it is if such characters 
are good and true, for them to bo the means of securing the affec
tions of the body of the people to the constitution and the law. We 
see that man is not only gregarious but that the principles of order and 
subordination are sown in his natural constitution.

Both a rational, and a natural, or instinctive attachment to the 
constitution, then, arc grounded on the love of it, from feeling the 
benefits it confers, by its securing to them the means of exercising 
the social affections in their various degrees ; the rational conviction 
that the constitution is the best plan for communicating those bene
fits to the great body of the people, being an elevation of this love 
into a higher region of the understanding of w isdom, by means of 
which it is enabled to take a more extended survey of the social re
lations, and fitted for situations of more extensive utility in society.

Here I must notice an important duty of yie rationally informed 
members of the community. Such persons "have, or ought to have, 
the appointments of the Magistracy, and other important situations 
to discharge, which occasion them to exercise influence in their 
respective neighbourhoods. In consequence of an unconsciousness of 
the importance of these situations their duties arc too often done in a 
negligent manner. But every such man should consider that he has 
it in his power to do much in promoting the attachment or aversion 
towards the institutions of the country, of those over whom he is 
called on to exert any influence, moral or civil. The power and in
fluence which he may possess should be considered as a delegated 
trust from the Crown, and as a part of the executive power. On 
the wisdom, or absence of wisdom, on the part of such individuals 
as I am alluding to, much depends the welfare of the community. 
They ought to know the characters good and bad of those around 
them, and, at their meetings amongst those of their own standing, 
should consider the state of their neighbourhoods as to order, and 
take care that the good are well provided for, or rather, have the 
means of providing for themselves, and that the evil are watched. 
It is not a wise government which suffers the discontents of the 
lower classes of the population to arouse it to the conviction that it
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has in this respect misunderstood the true principles of government 
If it be not difficult to secure the national attachment of a people 

to their country grounded in good feeling, how can that degenera
cy of national feeling which is well known to exist in Great Brit
ain, to a considerable extent, amongst the working classes, be ac- 
aounted for ? Is it not owing to a want of foresight in the govern
ment in suffering the country to be encumbered with a large pauper 
population? Ttivv observations on population.]

Let th.n.ili the inhabitants of a nation be well cared and provi
ded for uy the government, and by the local governments formed by 
the well informed and well doing people in each neighbourhood ; 
but do not give political power to those who are incapable of making 
a just use of it. x

A man who is in the possession of the rights of a full subject of 
the British Crown may be justly proud of them. But there ought to 
be some qualification for the possession cf such a privilege. It is 
one which is conferred by li.o constitution, and the constitutional 
righ'i \t hicb a man is qualified tc exercise depend on the degree of 
his elevation into social order by moral and civil instruction ; and 
th. ace his capability of discharging the duties connected with thoso 
rights. They belong to a man as a social and national, and not as 
an individual and natural being caring only for those whom he in
dividually and naturally regards. Their just exercise therefore im
plies that a person has taken the pains, as well as has enjoyed 
the means, of informing himself respecting the nature of the new 
condition in which he is placed by his voluntary recognition of the 
constitution, and the law ; since those who do not understand the 
duties are incapable of exercising the rights and privileges of free
dom conferred by the constitution alone. The recognition of the 
constitution is a moral work, since the distribution of mankind into 
nations, whose government requires the adoption of civil constitu
tions,is the work of Divine Providence,and the duties thence arising 
are, therefore, the requirements of the Divine Law.

A person who is incapable of understanding the nature of the new 
condition in which he is placed by his recognition of the constitu
tion, and of thus understanding the duties, rights, and privileges 
which it confers, the constitution of course cannot accept as a full 
subject, and invest with those rights and privileges the abuse of 
which is fatal to the existence of the constitution itself.

The constitution of the United States admits that all their people 
are capable of exercising this rational and moral judgment Hap
py Nation ! Is it any wonder that Byron said—he would that he 
had been borna citizen of that republic, since it appears they are 
born into wisdom ?

Now in the palpable and clear absence of such judgment, so clear 
that it must be a violation of common sense and reason to admit its 
existence, the British constitution requires that such persons should 

_t>e satisfied to be governed on a principle of obedience. They are 
not inquired to trouble themselves about state affairs, which they

X



can know nothing about, and arc exempt from state cares. People 
are admitted into a participation in the government of the country as 
they possess the information to do properly what they undertake. 
Unsophisticated common sense is an excellent guide in common mat
ters, and this teaches that people who have not prepared themselves 
for the exercise of discrimination in public a flairs should attend 
principally to their own business ; nevertheless, as man v persons as 
have the opportunity should prepare themselves for the exercise of 
this discrimination, as the more there are in a community 
who arc morally^nd rationally informed, the better it will prosper. 
But if the public affairs oi a nation arc to be managed by those who 
have not been prepared to form any correct opinion about them, in
stead of continuing in happy ignorance, under the auspices of their 
more intelligent fellow subjects, who exercise judgment for them, all 
arc likely to sink together into the abyss of anarchv.

I shall now make a few remarks on the pauper population of 
» G re at Britain before alluded to.

A large body of paupers is a dead weight on the activity of the 
producing classes ; and the late poor law of England operate d as a 
premium on pauperism. A provision for indigence was considered 
as a legal claim, and thousands yearly took upon themselves the res
ponsibility of providing for families with no other prospect than such 
a scanty provision from the public treasure. What a lever was hero 
given to sedition and disaflection by aflbrding materials for these 
evils to act on. Oppressive laws arc required to maintain subordina
tion amongst a set of people who have been called into existence 
without the prospect of any adequate provision for cither their phy
sical or moral wants. People who arc both half starving and in
tensely ignorant become the property, and adopt the principles, of 
those who will give them bread; or,who may have it in their power to 
direct the passions of such poor creatures against those whom they 
are led to consider as tiie authors of their miseries. This is of 
course done by demagogues who make the discontents of people a 
stepping stone to power, and not only by these, hut by many well 
meaning and philanthropic public men who are- anxious to devise 
means for improving the state of this part of the population, lienee 
endless schemes of improving the policy of the government,so as to 
favour them,are set on loot; and as, by degrees, they become so nu
merous as absolutely to endanger the existence of order, new and, as 
some consider, uncalled for concessions to the popular demands are 
made. To think of conferring political privileges on men who can
not half supply their families with food, who are in the lowest con
dition of moral and intellectual ignorance, and about as capable of 
judging of the public and national branches of the social obligations 
as the animals whom they are commissioned to manage ! It wen- 
well,indeed, if they had animals to manage,for I am alluding to those 
who,the greater part of their time,have no employment to yield them 
a subsistence. Large bodies of the manufacturing working classer 
arc at times equally unprovided for, and a source of absolute danger
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(o the civil establishments under circumstances of popular excite
ment. It is impolitic, andin' the end cruel, to make an artificial 
provision for the maintenance of those in a stale of pauperism, at the 
same time maintaining an\ increase in the numbers of the poor, 
whether this maintenance be in the shape of tax, or by making pro
vision for a supply of labour which will bo merely temporary in its 
duration, because, when this latter ceases, the labourers are loft in a 
worse state than before. Taking such a view of the effects of a large 
pauper population, I cannot help let ling surprise at the clamour 
which has existed, and which lias been encouraged by many indivi
duals of respectability, respecting tiic impolicy of the new poor law 
act. That such clamour should exist amongst those whose education 
docs not enable them to take an enlarged view of the social relations 
is, indeed, natural ; but that this should be fostered by men not dé
firent in enquiry and observation, would appear to show that it is 
unpatriotically done for the sake of answering party purposes. Cer
tainly,although,as 1 have observed at the outset of this subject, it is 
requisite that a government should secure a provision for the physi
cal wants of its population, no provision should be allowed for the 
increase of a single family who have not a reasonable prospect of 
supporting their offspring hv their own exertions. In short, it is the 
bounden duty of a government to prevent such increase.

With a large body of constantly increasing paupers no system of 
government can stand long except it be a despotism, that is quite cer
tain. A system approaching to that of military rule must be adopted 
in which one portion of the community is endowed with privileges in 
order to keep the remainder in ignorance and subjection. The pro
per mode of governing such a population has been adopted in Ca
tholic countries.

From the whole of the preceding observations the following con
clusion will be drawn.

The exercise and reciprocation of human affections which consti
tutes Use, and which is the acknowledgment and voluntary 
discharge of the social obligations, according to each person’s capa
bility of understanding them, whether that acknowledgment be in a 
lucid and rational, or in an obscure and natural way, constitutes the 
basis of national feeling—at least in any" governable tuition.

Use being the free exercise and reciprocation of human affections 
by means of external things, of which property forms a part, im
plies the rectification, or renewal of the will, which is to be led into 
social order, or the observance of the moral and civil law. The re
newal of the will is the removal of evil, or of the denial of social 
order. Use, then, can be only predicated of those persons in a com
munity who have been led, and are leading, into the laws of Divino 
order, consequently of the Church. All who act from a principle 
of religion and conscience,indeed, act from a principle of Use ; but 
in those who do not acknowledge the Word it is a distinct quality of 
Use.

1 haw now almost finished my review of the British Constitution,



unit hope that it has been shown to the satisfaction of my readers, 
that this constitution is grounded in moral and civil truth, or in wis
dom. If this be the case, what was promised in my prospectus has \ 
been performed, namely, that the arguments brought forward have 
tended “to engage the affections of the people towards British laws, 
and British institutions, by showing that these laws and institutions 
arc more applicable to the circumstances of mankind, and more fa
vourable to the advancement of human virtue and happiness, than 
those of any other nation.

Having seen that the British constitution is grounded in wisdom, 
we arc prepared to contemplate its unmixed advantages,as,in its wor
king,it throws off its evils as well us manifests the harmonious oper
ation of order.

We observe that the working of the constitution is that concurrence 
and union of the Crown and the people before mentioned. It has 
been seen that order is the removal of evil. That universal harmo
ny of the creatures of God in order is irrespective of evil. It is at
tended by the best provision made for the subjects of perverted free 
will that is possible. Part of the happincs of order is constituted in 
obviating the consequences of disorder. Mercy is employed in im
proving prison discipline,in restoring the prisoners as far as they 
arc capable of restoration. Although the public prosecutor mani
fests his zeal in urging the condemnation of the violator of the law, 
and the judge condemns him, vet it is that his pernicious influence 
may be removed from society, in order to his being cared for in the 
best way that his condition admits of, (from my previous observa
tions on prison discipline it may, perhaps, be considered that I am 
rather writing of what ought to be, than what is.) to Ins being sub
jected to that instruction which those having the guardianship of his 
youth had neglected to afford him, and thus rendered a new being, 
capable of social feelings and delights to which he had previously 
been a stranger. Jailors arc required to be merciful to their inmates, 
their Use therefore is that of ameliorating the condition of this por
tion of the violators of order. These institutions, Penitentiaries,and 
Magdalene societies, illustrate my remarks. I will admit however 
that a state of society is to be preferred, which will require as few 
of these as possible.

If wo carry this idea of the way in which order is the removal of 
evil to hospitals, lunatic asylums, and public charities of various 
descriptions, wc find that the Uses of a portion of the members of 
Society, and the rewards of these uses, arc found in removing 
the consequences of evil. And if wc carry this idea still farther, 
to places of instruction, and to family discipline, wc find that society 
is ono great scene in which the means conducive to human happi
ness arc the same which effect the removal uf evil.

Why, then, should the philanthropist, instead of lending a hand 
to help in the work which is so profitably going on, hang down bis 
hands,and lament over the condition of bis species. If, what I have 
been noticing,be the dark shades of order, what will bethink of the
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glowing, thd beautiful, the bright colours, of the picture. Would he 
have a picture consisting of all bright colours without any shade 1 
We observo(that the object of moral and civil government is to in
crease human happiness, and not to operate as a restraint upon it. 
The objects of government are that the members of the community 
may enjoy the exercise of those affections, sympathies, tastes, pas
sions, sensibilities, and capacities of happiness, call them what wo 
will,with which the Maker of men has so abundantly endowed them. 
These capacities include, not only the allbctious of the will, but the 
pleasures resulting from the cultivation of the intellect and under
standing,-those arising from the exercise of ingenuity,of curiosity,& 
other faculties which stimulate men to find gratification in employ
ments connected with science and art,so beneficial to the various pur
poses of the world. 1'y the use of such faculties as these, man is 
capable of continual advances in improvement and happiness. Men 
having discharged the duties of order are free to act from choice in 
associating with whom they like, and doing as they like.

External ord r is therefore a gate by which men arc led away 
from the dominions of evil to enter those happy habitations, or that 
happy condition,where duty lias disappeared & delight has supplied 
her place; where virtue lias been metamorphosed into the indulgence 
of the will; and the same purification of the will by which man is ren
dered capable of enjoying the delights of goodness and truth, in the 
present life also renders him capable of happiness in a future state. 
(How this purification of the will is effected it would, of course, be 
foreign to the purpose of this work particularly to explain.)

Having said much concerning a rational conviction that the Brit
ish constitution is grounded in wisdom ; and as the term rational im
plies the exercise of reason, I hero beg leave to notice the distinc
tion existing between true reason,and that perversion of reason resul
ting from the operation of man's self derived intelligence. The high 
prerogative and distinguishing characteristic of man is reason—the 
quality by which he is distinguished from brutes. Reason is the ca
pability of receiving divine truths, confirming them by reasoning, 
and by the literal sens»of the Word, and applying them to the pur
poses of Life. Animals are capable of an appearance of reason, 
the capability of adapting means to ends for the purposes of their 
life ; and man has the reality of mason, the capability of adapting 
means to ends for the purpose of his life, which is eternal. The 
cause that men in the world do not perceive the difference more clear
ly is because man’s consciousness, in his present state, is in the nat
ural plane, as that of anhnals is ; but in the future state of man, his 
consciousness is changed with putting off his material body.and mor
al realities then arc visible. Happy will it then bo for those who 
have taken those matters upon trust, or faith, which their reason 
could not penetrate.

If ever those who rule the destinies of mankind, bv being en
trusted with the power of making, changing, and administering the 
laws of different nations, should come nearer to agreement than they



Û3

arc at present respecting moral and political truth, it must be hv 
adopting, as a basis to reason from, some principal truth, or truths, 
which all agree in admitting the validity of—concerning which there 
is no dispute. In reasoning from such a basis,opposite parties may 
mutually give up errors which have been previously upheld, and re
ceive new truths which were unknown to citlv-r party before, the 
whole becoming thus more assimilated in opinion, Such are the 
fundamental truths 1 have endeavoured to confirm in the mode of 
reasoning adopted in this work. They arc admitted in the w hole 
Christian world. The first truth, that man is horn toeternal life has 
reference to the first, second, and third commandments of the deca
logue, that man should not mistake the nature of the Divine Being. 
The second fundamental truth,namely, the inviolability of the con
jugal relation takes in the seventh commandment. The third truth 
which has formed the basis of reasoning—the right of individuals to 
their property, takes in the eighth and tenth commandments. It may 
also hr; added that the observations on the parental office arc groun
ded on the fifth commandment.

A principal object I have had In viewy has been to shew that these 
fundamental truths and the social obligations grounded on their ack
nowledgment in act, arc not natural to man. That these truths are 
not natural to man, is, indeed, self evident, for man, if left to him
self, would naturally violate each truth L have mentioned. Man nat
urally docs not know the nature of the Supreme Being, and his will 
is in a contrary principle to that sense of justice which an acknow
ledgment of that nature implies.

That man,of himself, violates marriage,and the right of property, 
needs not showing.

With respect to the parental relation it ultimately comes to this,— 
that as truth,or wisdom,is the Parent of all, the discharge of this re
lation is to act according to this principle, as God is the Truth, itself, 
and man is only a recipient of truth.

II. ON THE PECULIARITY IN THE MORAL AND CIVIL 
CONDITION OF THE BRITISH PROVINCES IN 

AMERICA.

In considering the peculiarity in the moral and civil condition of 
the British Provinces, I shall endeavour to show that this peculiarity 
is one which admits of a new and improved state of society.

During the preservation of civil order, the provisions adopted by 
the British constitution for which purpose we have seen aie 
so excellent, an opportunity is a Horded of leading the people 
forward to the recognition and observance of the principles of moral 
and civil truth. But in consequence of the difference between trio 
moral and civil condition of Great Britain, and of the British Pro
vinces of America, the same plan for promoting this moral and civil 
advancement of the people is not applicable both to the Mother 
country, and to these Provinces.
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The population of U vcat Britain is too numerous,and the relations 
of the nation at large are too complicated,for any plan of moral and 
civil improvement to bo equally applicable to Britain and these Pro
vinces. 'l'lic attention of Britain must be too much confined to the 
maintenance of her position amongst the powerful nations of the 
world, and to the preservation of civil order in her own population, 
for any plan of social improvement to be similar in its application at 
home and in this Province, where what is principally wanted is popu
lation. But as it has been one of the greatest weaknesses of the 
British government to sutler the country to be thus over tilled with a 
population so unprovided both with the means of physical support, 
and of moral instruction, as to vender their system of civil govern
ment more complicated and difficult than it need otherwise lie, it 
should be the great care in filling Canada and the other British 
Provinces with the population they so much want, that this popula
tion be at the same time made acquainted with their duties, their 
rights, and their interests, for these are all identical. There is no 
danger in respect to the supply of the physical wants of the people 
for any time that it can be the duty of the present generation to pro
vide ; and as the people emigrating here will be most of them 
possessors of freehold property, a plan of discipline and instruction 
must necessarily be very differently carried into effect amongst them, 
and amongst a people where very few in comparison with the wholo 
possess such property, and a great number neither property, trade, 
nor certain employment at low wages.

A greater degree of equality in respect to wealth amongst the 
inhabitants of Great Britain than had before existed, took place in 
consequence of the extensive introduction of commerce into the na
tion ; and this occurring almost simultaneously with the general 
reading of the Bible, was attended by a moral elevation of the 
lower, and indeed of all elasèçs of the people, and the capability of 
accepting greater degrees of civil liberty. Commerce did not begin 
to be cultivated to much extent in Great Britain until after the 
changes which tool$_ place by the policy of Henry the seventh, and 
the changes in religion began in the reign of Henry the eighth. And 
all those occurrences the invention of printing was accessary in 
establishing.

When a portion of the dense population of an old community liavo 
emigrated to a new continent, where land can lx; had fora little more 
than the trouble of its cultivation, of course a still greater degree of 
equality in respect to wealth takes place amongst them. Servants 
soon save sufficient to enable them to purchase and cultivate enough 
land to support them, and the very fact of this being the ease 
causes the price of labour to bo high, enabling them the sooner to 
do this.

A greater degree of civil liberty is of course,therefore,attendant on 
such a change, but whether this continue permanent or not depends 
on the degree in which the people understand how to use this in
creased degree of liberty, instead of abusing it.
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- state of society owing to datèrent modes of l-ringii g up, ( tiltration, 

the nature of their occupations, and di lièrent tastes,v Licit v. ill always 
exist in every community where those possessing certain advantages, 
which all cannot have, are not by an artificial and Iwi-e-d—nay an 
immoral—system of equality, mluectl to a level with those u ho do 
not possess the same means of more extended usefulness. This re
duction of all the members of society to a. low level forms u state of 
disorder—an inversion of nrT r—where the self-will, innate in men, 
will have an advantage over the opposite moral principle essential to 
social union. True social union is promoted bv such useful equali
ties, and those possessing the advantages of more extended usefulness 
have no increase in the essentials of liappin-ss over those whose 
only business is to attend to their private concerns alone. But since 
the advantage of society requires that every man should love, 
and attend to,and make his happineS in, his own business principal
ly, as his particular business is his use to the community, so it is 
equally to the advantage of society, as there must be some order es
tablished, that those whose situations arc attended with the most ex
tensive degrees of usefulness, should be required,for thq good of the 
community,to take precedence in su di order. But thev/o it for the 
good of the community, or for the sake of use, and as those who at
tend principally to their own -business cannot understand the proper 
mode of discharging these more extensive duties, it is indispensable 
that they should place confidence m those who have taken the trouble, 
and gone to the expense,of qualifying themselves for such situations.

We thus see the relation between distinction in society and Use. 
A person being qualified for the discharge of a use which others do 
not understand, and they believing in his capacity for this discharge, 
he possesses their value and confidence, which answers tocrcckt and 
fame. For the discharge of his use he also receives such ^com
pense as its value in the estimation of society requires. In acqui
ring Use also expence is incurred,especially those which require men
tal cultivation. M'c thus perceive that not only credit and fame, but 
wealth, is attached to use. The possession of fame and wealth give 
power ; and thus are the loves of power, of fame, and of wealth, 
connected with Use.

Now the social obligations consist of an order of uses, and the 
discharge of the social obligations is the use of power, property, and 
credit. We will therefore examine more particularly into the na
ture of this order. Of the order of Uses in Society I will imagine 
four divisions.

In the first degree may be placed the agricultural labourer,such as 
he is in Great Britain—the small mechanic and tradesman—the hi
red men in the more extensive trades—the working manufacturer— 
servants in general of the lower grade.

Second degree. The farmer of the first grade—tradesmen of 
the second grade well brought up and understanding affairs of busi
ness in general—merchants!rst grade—liberal professions of the first



grade, r.vn of m-ro routine—those who have acquired independence 
in such gr.vd of business.

Third degree. Merchant of the second grade—farmer of the 
second grade, a man of education, and understanding the principles 
ot" science connected witli agriculture—the tradesmen of similar qual
ifications being tin.1 third grade—liberal professions of the second 
grade—men of independence acquired by such means.

Fourth degree. The statesman—such is a person not only acquain
ted with s>me particular business, but in consequence of superior 
education, breeding, and of having access to those persons who arc 
iivet proficient in their particular departments, has information from 
the best sources on all kinds of affairs. Having also acquaintance 
with languages, and intercourse with men of various nations in the 
best grades, lie understands the international relations of ids coun
try. His parents of course belonged to some of the privileged 
Fiascos, and brought him up with particular advantages and objects.

Now,in the lower grades above mentioned, the social relations will 
be understood in an obscure and natural way, the individuals prin
cipled in those grades of good and truth will require leading morally 
and governing civilly,more than exercising a leading and governing 
influence; although they will also have to exercise both a leading 
and governing influence so far as regards their own families, and 
those immediately depending on them.

In the nixt grade, the social relations end obligations arc under
stood in a more lucid and rational way, and the individual so princi
pled is capable of taking a more extended sphere in the discharge of 
the social oblig ations. And if the person,in this sphere,lx? principled 
in th ? denîïil of use ho will do more mischief, as,in the opposite case, 
ho will do more good.

In the higher grades,the persons filling them have a lucid and ra
tional understanding of the social relations and arc capable of filling 
situations of the most extended usefulness of cither grade. In ei
ther of these grades,however, there arc persons who have been brought 
up in them who arc mere routinists, and act from usage and custom, 
without character of their own. Hence although it is necessary to 
have these grades recognized, the self made man is the most valua
ble, as he must have been a man of unusual energy and activity. In 
the highest grade,as the person may,if principled in the acknowledg
ment of Use, do most good, so, if principled in the denial of Use, he 
will do the greatest harm, both in a direct way. and by example.

These degrees,in the order of Use,have more particular reference 
to the understanding of man—the degree in which he is capable of 
understanding the social obligations as to their nature" and extent ; 
and, in whichever of these degrees he may be principled as to un
derstanding, there are other degrees having more reference to the 
will affections, and arc determined hv the motive from which the so
cial obligations arc discharged. On these latter degrees the moral 
condition of individuals more particularly depends. The will-uflbc- 
tions, and the understanding are, however, inseparable ; as no jx-r-
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son can discharge iiv social obligation-; he understands what
those obligations at-?.

hirst. Î lr* social obligations may lx* di'clnrgcd in order to avoid 
tiie penalties of the civil law,and thus when it forms the, higl.etl priri' 
ci pie of action, from a low and civil motive.

Secondly, i’hoy may be discharged from a sense of decency— 
from tho hope ot reward, or the tear of shame,as the highest motive.

Thirdly. They may he done liccause it is right to do them. This 
: to do thorn,principally,from a sense of conscience,and of religion.

fourthly. They may bo discharged because a person loves to do 
them, and tin’s is the highest motive of all ; it in love to the author 
of the social relations, and thence to me n.

•Sometimes the social obligations arc discharged more from the feel
ing, ai d sometimes more from tho sense of right, which constitutes 
motive. And by the same .individual some relations will bo dis 
charged from fooling or nfî’oction, and some from duty. The public 
am! national obligations arc, per hap ;, generally discharged from a 
sense of duty, but,in times of public i xcite merit, the most powerful' 
passions originate in these relations, i I,ihitual action from duty is 
the entrance to the consistent observance of the social relations, al-

inan has arrived at an enviable 
what ho liken is best.

condition
fi étions :as possible. A
when Ik 1 cun say that

r and ii ifant is fine of
if iv of ways, and with
i Maiding taxed, when a
latoraul ntihetion. Here

The relation existing between the mothe 
feeling almost solely. But in what a vari 
what three, are the faculties of the mrie 
state of insecurity attends tho object of iv 
••ve see how the thinking depends uu tiv atiLctive faculty ; that they 
arc, however, perfectly distinct th ; occurrence of consideration, 
whether a person shall act according to ih iing.or not,evinces. The 
importance of having this feeling regulated by understanding is also 
seen in the lamentable effects of ill judged fondness on the future 
character of the offspring,by the encouragement it gives to ..< If-wili. 
The will and the understanding should be united m as many acts as 
possible, although sometimes one may dictate, and sometimes the 
ot her.

The intellectual faculties of the understanding may be scientifi
cally. or morally exercised.

In their scientific exercise, which constitutes many of the occu
pations of men, there is n positive intellectual gratification merely in 
the exercise of the scientific faculty itself in relation to its object, 
independently of any purpose to which the occupation may 1x3 in 
subservience.* This i- the case with painting, architecture, with the 
various mechanical, and oilier arts. When those pursuits are fol
lowed with a view of contributing to the good affections before men
tion's! their gratification is <loubl« d.

I will here oM-viplii) the discharge of the social relations from 
the motive of united will and un f r landing

Siipp . • a f:.»h* r and s* v. . ■cfintending,and assisting n the

X



'•onslnii-lioii (.f lii. ir ( v.ii habitation. in the course of this work tin- 
exercise (/fit variety of thu mechanical arts, as those of t lie carpet i- 
tor, the smii.ii, A c. &c. arc necessary, and » lie ingenuity thus re
quired gives play to the intellectual faculties, and is a source of 
great satisfaction, both as it respects these works themselves, and 
tiie objects in view, connected with the nfibetions, with which the 
work is undertaken, and prosecuted.

To vary the illustration, I will take another example. Suppose a 
father to Ik.- instructing Lis son in the profession of me diciiic. Here 
the : Indent, while disehaiging ofiie s of 1 .-.clothe parent, i- also 

rawing deeply of li
well as is- s: i ;;; forward to tir t:i:: v i cl; i.l

f

1;'light -!npjili. d fr<

ib s which
•:i| f.liiîiït ‘1
• i v âV'Sri el! ill ill,"
A ! of 1 li,l sub
il of an inquirin'*:
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nderiiig t< *
m to m i re a . nto mi" ijiuiii- 
gio’uc coiitril v.te to furnish, 
dances thus hrought under

iruirnLte disc Inof 
mankind, i iIs botnim 
i ies of plan! • vrhicl: 1 v 
\mi i:i acquiring a km 
l-is notii'c, if he lie at a 
vie character of the regions furnishing these objects of Ids conside
ration also become subjects of Ids attention. The variations in the 
physical diameter e.f man ns it is presented in different parts *1" the 
a rill lie also lias to eon.de, ; id this is much connected with men's 

moral habit*. Not only the v g; table, but the mineral world lias to 
give tip its pro ineti-o'. ; ■ be ; :;an>incd by him. In considering it he 
• ip: .Mtion • of t!v : : - , n, th human constitution,li< has to in\( t- 
lig itr III 1 gr :,1 p u of iviiltrc, atld finds that

--------‘‘Tim winds mid rolling waves,
Tins FimV uu'Mirried course,
The clenicnts mid seasons nil declare 
l or whit ihe Omnipotent hath ordained 
Thu powers of man."

The delightful seiuic: o|" ch inistry is indispensable to him, and 
this opens to him the arcana of nature, unfolding the natural relations 
of causes and olivets. Then the structure and offices of the human 
node, so wonderfully 1'abricntcd, and its similarity to, ami dissimila
rity from, tin animal kingdom, becomes bis particular study. Not 
only the study of the body, but the study of the mind, as exercising 
a principal influence on the bodily functions, becomes his duty and 
delight. Then add the interesting and confidential relations in 
which lie is placed with his fellow beings, in the practice of his pro
fession, so much connected both with their joys and afllicticns, in 
mitigating the one, and participating the other, and we must he 
struck with the numerous ways in which the activity of lise, or the 
observance of the social relations,abounds with gratification, both to the 
a!lbi>fions of the will, and to the powers of intellect—to ingenuity, cu
riosity, and to every faculty on which ‘ the great, the wonderful, 
r!i fair, ‘ whether in nature, or in morals, can operate.

These are examples of the < a.sy and <1< lightful discharge of the 
'Vial relations, under the united ncti-m-of the will and th
un Isrstanding, *n titutiug This IS
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case in tlir: two last, or highest, divisions of ilie mo
tives from which the social relations may ho observed. As 
before said, it is only when done I rum these motives that the dis
charge of the social obligations constitute;: [ho doing of uses, for 
the uses which persons do from the two lirst motives, arc I sos unis 
outwardly, and not inwanUy. being from au os il principle, this of 
course being spoken of those who are vainc to years of discre
tion.

W hull the moral obligations are discharge d primarily from the 
lower motives o! fear ol the civil law ; a sense oi decency, and re
gard to opinion ; or from a primary low of power, and consequent 
dependence on those through whfini power, ami its attendants ho
nour and wealth, are to he obtained, (as observed at page 1m,) there 
i ;, .not only, no hold oil a man for the common discharge of his duties, 
hut he cannot lie bound even by his oath. I nder such circumstance s 
of moral feeling the trial by jury becomes a broken reed, instead of 
one of the pillars of liberty in a nation. The value of 
the trial by jury depends, then, on the degree in which moral obli
gations are discharged from religious principle in a community.

The denial oi" the social obligations (before mention. « I, ) may be 
in consequence of actin'; primarily from the love of fame, or from 
the love of property, or from the love of power.

If the love of gain, or property, he the ruling motive ol action, the 
|ier.son will cheat. And if the love of wordly credit or fame, lx- a 
ruling motive, the person will lie a hypocrite, doing everything fail
li, •fore peoples faces, hut cheating if he ran secretly, and taking 
undue advantage uf others. Or, it may shew itself in another form 
of the fear of the loss of reputation, when a person is in a state oi 
mean dependence on the opinion of others, and will he good or had 
as his company may iw, or those h - has happened to he taught 1.■ 
look up to.

1 will illustrate these remarks by r turning to tlv ase of the fa- 
I'v-r and son, building th -ir habitation, before cited in exemplitica- 

.tion oi" the operation of good nif vtioii-. If tlie.se persons lie princi
pled in the denial of the social obligations; acting principally from the 
love of gain, or wordiv er -«Jit. < r from the two mixed together, thru 
in their dealings, with those in the dilivrent trades, or uses, whom 
they may have occasion to employ, or to exercise commerce with, 
they will endeavour to take advantage and cheat. In this instance, 
instead of observing the harmonious operation of the social a I lectio ns-, 
in the order of Use,wo see that the private branch of the social rela
tions is prostituted tie. Iie.se ruling principle. Such persons when 
they conic to he tried, will he found not to discharge either private 
or other relations from a good principle, and will consequently lie 
defeated in the possession oi" that happiness which the exercise oi 
the affections in tho order of Use alone can give.

A man should consider himself and those belonging to him, lirst 
first,as to time, and alike with others astound,or purpose) and 

therefore keep exact accounts, taking care that lie is not ini-
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posed on ; but, a he deny others their own, hr docs net consider ins 
own advantage ; because he is actuated by attletions that deb at 
their own end in the long run. If we take the other instance of the 
father and son, the latter of whom is a student in the medical pro
fession—if we suppose them to be influenced principally bv u 
mean love of gain, or of wordly credit—if the exalted «flections and 
intellectual faculties, which we have presumed io lielong to them, 
can be so perverted as to lie made subservient to such motives—then, 
instead of being objects of veneration, they become the very pests t.i 
society ; for the mischief they may do is in proportion to the im
portance of the use they discharge if uncorrupted ; and to the 
impossibility that the community can defend themselves against their 
hypocrisy, and base prostitution of principle.

The loves of lame,or honour, and property, as ruling motives, 
have their corresponding fears, which, under the apprehension ol 
the loss of the objects these loves arc placed on, torment those 
actuated by them. All alléchons have their positive and negative 
state ;conjoi nod good & truth,or the inward observance of the social < b 
ligations, secures ultimately their positive exercise, which is their 
gratification—and that on the part of all the members of the com 
nunity so acting.

If the love of power be the ruling principle of action,the individual 
who is the subject of it violates the social relations from the simple indul 
gcncc of self will. He will submit self to no order but that of its 
proper will, lie will not submit to the restraints of right m discharg
ing any use to society, if he have had self controul enough to ac
quire a knowledge of such an use. Self-will observa no relations 
either private or public, and,as far as it can, violates not only right, 
but decency, and the civil law. This person is a tyrant, whether m 
his family, or in public, as far as ho dare. There can lie no recipro
cation of all'cction with him, but the n lotion must t<e tiiat of tyrant 
and slave. Two such persons obliged to live together will make a 
sufficiently severe punishment.

The loves of power, fame, and wealth, are all varieties of the 
sama principle,sine ; power effects its purposes by means of fame 
and wealth.

These alléchons arc evil when they arc exercised primarily for 
the sake of self; and good when they are exercised primarily for 
the sake of Use. Their exercise in subservience to seif constitutes 
the abuse of freedom ; as their exercise in subservience to Use con
stitutes the use of freedom.

The denial of the social relations originating ih these evil a flec
tions, may, of cour.-: :,'>e complicated with a predominance of the 
merely animal propensities ; or with an infra-bestiai habit of corporeal 

k indulgence.
Since mankind an: lvredilai dv recipient of evil affections we ob

serve the necessity ol those distinctions in society which the order 
>f Use implies. U hut is {lie cotisceuer.ee if this order be not ob

served 1

Vs
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1 would not have it supposed, from my observations on population, 
that the danger of civil commotion arises solely from the discontents 
of the people on account of physical suffering. The evil passions 
of men who have been spoilt by habitual insubordination, and ca
pricious rule over others, (whether in families, and in small socie
ties,or in large societies,) & the collision of these passions with each 
other, or with the decisions of those who respect, and have united 
with the determination to maintain order, are a more frequent causa 
of civil disturbance. Every person of observation must have noti
ced the desire for influence amongst the principal members of a 
neighbourhood, and how this desire occasions disagreement, when 
some difference of opinion, or feeling, takes place on some,perhaps, 
unimportant eubjoct. This disagreement leads to personal enmity, 
each party appealing to his friends,and sometimes irreconcilable vari
ance is the result. In certain states of society settlement by physical 
force or mortal combat,is considered indispensable on such an occasion, 
but at present,in the best circles it is considered that individuals should 
not sutler their private quarrels to disturb public order ; and that it is 
Ix'st for the parties concerned to pen up their courage for a more sui
table occasion of its exhibition.

The adoption of measures for the preservation of civil order, is 
grounded in the necessity of counteracting the power of the selfish 
principle in the world, and those who make light of this principle 
know not the nature of man.nor of evil. Every one at all acquain
ted with history is aware of the fierce contests which have taken 
place for power,property, and influence, under the collision of men 
actuated by opposite principles, and under the collision of the 
subjects of the selfish principle themselves, at some period, or other,, 
in every nation. The effect resulting from such collision is seen 
in the quarrels produced between nations, between rival factions in 
the same nation, and even in families. Some form of civil order 
has,hence,liccn established in the most barbarous societies. Every 
nation has been distinguished by one differing in some respects from 
others, and some have been mere,and others less effectual in securing 
the object intended. We have already seen that the system of Great 
Hritain has both been effectual in preserving external order,and con
ducive to the moral and intellectual advancement of the nation.

Civil order is of two kinds, that which is observed voluntarily, 
and that which is maintained by the civil power. Voluntary civil 
order is that which is observed by individuals who all agree concer
ning the principle on which it shall be maintained, knowing that its 
observance is necessary to the common object they have in View, 
Such is the order observed by bodies of men who unite for any par
ticular object whether it be a banking, or any other, company. This 
order is elective, the officers for executing the purposes of the body 
for which order is established being chosen by vote. This kind of 
order exists in private societies, and bodies of men within a nation, 
and whether they continue as a body,or not,isof little moment to the 
neace of the country, the external civil order of the nnfion si'11 "o-



jug un, ami preventing any ill consequences whether tho private so
ciety break up in disagreement, or not.

National order requires to lie sustained by live civil power, first,on 
account of the aggressions of rival nations; and secondly, on ac
count çf internal divisions arising from the dilièrent interests and 
passions incident to men in bodies. Civil order in nations has to be 
sustained by power on the latter ground, because, in ease of disagree
ment, from mutual feeling of injustice, insult, or injury, the passions 
of men arc aroused, and if not prevented, they wilMn the attempt 
to counteract each others influence, and to gratify revenge, be in 
perpetual mortal hostility. On this account each nation has an es
tablishment for the support ol" civil order by the exercise of power, 
and,in case of national insult or injury,the nation takes up the affair, 
when, if force he appealed to, it is exercised hv a body ot men or
ganized for the express purpose. I lcncc the necessity for a nation 
to have a military, judicial, and police establishment, and tho lat
ter arc also to be sustained by the former, if necessary'.

The very name of freedom implies that it may be abused, and as 
the abuse of froedom is the result of the passions operating between 
the members of society,, which if unopposed terminate in violence 
to property, or personal ho existence of freedom also implies the es
tablishment of a civil power.

Power is of two kinds,physical iv moral. Civil power operates by 
external force. Moral power acts on volition. The operation ol" 
moral power is upon tho understanding and upon the will. It ope
rates on tho understanding by enabling it to see what is right and 
true, and it operates on tho will by inducing it to feel, and love what 
is good. Here I have a remark to make concerning freedom.

Freedom of will is independence of coercive power, or violence, 
from the wills of others. It is freedom in the exercise of that de
gree of power, property,and credit, which belongs to a man in social 
order. It would appear at first sight that the extent of individual 
freedom in a community depended on the actual equalization of pow
er, property, and credit. Hut, when this is the case, all arc so em
ployed in obtaining the means of bodily support, that cultivation of 
mind,in which originate the most important uses,is undervalued and 
neglected, ignorance of course not knowing its value.

On tho other hand, whe rc>d isti n et ions in society depend on rank 
alone.uses are undervalued, tire privilege, reward, and dignity of 
Use is separated from it, and despotism exists. Thus cultivation of 
mind is necessary both to understand what is good and right, and to 
govern properly ; as well as to that scientific advancement on which 
the discoveries of such indispensable advantage to mankind originate. 
We see that the use of freedom is freedom according to reason, which 
is the understanding of a persoivs relations with society, and then 
taking his place in the observance of those relations.

We find that although freedom is independence of coercive pow
er, or of violence, from the wills of others, which is independence 
of self love, yet, that freedom according to reason is self coercion.



A man lines violence to, a ini destroys his own, or self will, ttttd 
then receives a new, or social will, “lie that would save his life shall 
lose it, and lie that would lose his life for my sake, the tame shall 
find it.” For my sake in this passage, means for the Truth's sake.

Freedom, therefore, instead of being independence of each others 
w ills, is dependence on each other for the exercise of the social affec
tions.Self liivc being removed,social union,of the exercise of the social 
affections.exists according to the order of Divine Providence.

J now continue the remarks on moral power.
It operates as light lo the understanding, enabling it to see moral 

objects, and as heat lo the will-affections, and we know the genial 
influence pf heat on the animal and vegetable kingdoms in spring 
summer. The sun is the source of heat and light,and the moral sun 
is the divine Wisdom of the Word. Its heat the divine love; and its 
light the Divine Wisdom. Moral power is the spirit, or principle of 
the social affectiotis. That which is good and true to a man is ac
cording to the truths lie has previously received Those truths which 
a person cannot appreciate arc no truths to him. Moral power can
only be exercised in freedom. *..................... "" gcaeh
person’s taste,and leading accoiumg m n. mu .ju.miv ui « man’s 
freedom is according to tiiat which he loves, arid the degrees in social 
freedom arc innumerable.

We have seen that freedom must be exercised according to reason, 
or, to the understanding of a man’s relations with society ; and it is 
equally true that reason (the rational faculties) must he exercised 
according lo freedom. In a certain passage in the psalms, David 
says, “1 will play upon an instrument of tun strings.” In the in
ternal serisc this instrument of ten strings is the ten commandments 
—the fundamental truths of order. And, in reflecting on the way 
in which reason and freedom harmonize with each other, afe wo not 
listening to the melody of order.

In a community where constitutional freedom and civil order are 
combined, every man, flic obligations of business and public duly 
being discharged, is free—ho retires to his private and chosen circle 
of acquaintance,and is there amongst his equals. This is true equa
lity, being one of choic^, according to feelings, habits, and educa
tion, not that [forced a/d artificial equality in which ail arc reduced 
to a low level. Thuja man's standing in freedom is according to 
the advances lie has made inhuman restoration—in which lie has 
been elevated from the degeneracy which is the natural lut of fallen 
humanity, whether that degeneracy consist of ignorance, or of evil. 
Bv means of such advancement on the part of men is the condition 
of those below them improved. They become the media through 
which the blessings of Divine bounty arc dispensed to others.

In a country where the law is grounded on moral truth, and 
where the majority of the people voluntarily support the law, every 
man doing so is free—free both from the caprice of a single tyrant 
who is above the law, and, what is of equal moment, from the ca
price of th0 multitude which is above th- law. The monarch being

^
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subject to the law is, by such ot>cdioncc, ..nuuin 10 a level with the 
meanest of his subjects. The distinctions of men according to their 
tiscfuln.-ss is to the advantage of every one in the nation; they arc of 
far higher value than merely for the preservation of civil order, al- 
thougn.iuthis respect,they arc of great and indispensable value. By 
such distinctions the pleasures oi" mankind arc multiplied and ex
alted. There is not a purer soursc of satisfaction than the love of 
distinction for the sake of doing benefit to one’s country, but,as there 
arc even higher motives than this, I will say for the sake of use. It 
is only by means of such distinction that great good can bo done, 
since,in a country where honours and rewards arc bestowed accord
ing to u.se, usefulness must bo distinguished. These distinctions con
tribute also to the elevation and freedom of the human character, as 
evidently appears from what lias been said just above on the equality 
originating in'choice. The law thus effectually levels all distinctions 
as far as regards essentials to the freedom and happiness of its sup

porters ; it is therefore to lie looked upon as that which supports 
every individual in the possession and enjoyment of all his advan
tages, and which countenances him in the acquisition of new ones. 
The law is thus for the sake of man, not man for the sake of the 
law. And by the observance of the law, man is restored to that state 
of peace—nay of active enjoyment, which consists of the reciproca
tion of services from good affections, without danger of annoyance 
from the power of selfishness—which it is the object of moral anti 
civil law to remove. Ily the law,in the sense employed above, l 
would include the great external bond and form of social order in a 
Country, consisting of its civil law,its public opinion,customs,manners, 
and morals. 1 have shown,then,how freedom is exercised according to 
reason,& how reason is exercised according to freedom, and wo see 
the identity of freedom, reason, and wisdom, and that these arc all 
comprised in USE.

Since all that the constitution can do is to secure civil order am! 
constitutional freedom—and as the preservation of these admits of 
great latitude for the existence and operation of opposite principles 
of morals,in the use and the abuse of freedom, much will remain for 
moral instruction to do.

The object of civil government is to preserve freedom. The ob
ject of moral government and instruction is to use freedom. Now 
as the preservation of freedom depends on its use, the preservation 
of freedom depends on the degree of truth existing in the morals ack
nowledged in a community. Thus every thing depends,ultimately,on 
moral government and instruction in leading the wills of men in 
freedom; and as moral government and instruction is grounded in 
Divine Truth, every thing depends on a correct understanding of the 
Word existing in the Church.

I have thought it better to discuss the genera! principles by which 
the formation of a new state of society, on the part of the popula
tion fillingup a new country, should be regulated, rather than to sug
gest any particular rules for that purpose. When principles of
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truth arc understood they can easily be applied hv those persons 
possessing influence in the country ; and it is not only to 
those possessing influence in the civil government that1 1 
would address these observations, but do also solemnly and 
respectfully urge the Clergy of all denominations, to make them
selves acquainted with the spiritual sense of the Sacred Writings, 
having no doubt that they will, in consequence of doing so, be able 
to discharge their important office with increased satisfaction to them
selves.

With some observations on the peculiar condition of the British 
Provinces, I shall conclude this publication.

All that a government,however wise can do is to preserve civil 
order and constitutional freedom, indeed all they can strictly do is to 
preserve civil order, the rest depends on the character of the people, 
and according to that character, as to good motive nr.d intelligence, 
arc the means which a government is calk'd on to adopt for the pre
servation of civil order. If a nation ho unenlightened a strong go
vernment is indispensable, and if they ho enlightened no government 
can long he despotic. The preservation of constitutional freedom, 
therefore, implies the existence Loth of an intelligent people and a 
wise government—a people principled in the internal acknowledg
ment of the social relations. Toefleetthis Use of freedom, which is 
the resultof a wise system of moral instruction acting on civil free
dom, is a moral and individual work. The abdse of freedom, or the 
internal denial of the social obligations, is that over which the go
vernment has no control ; but as the existence of constitutional free
dom depends on its Use a wise government will make the establish- 
ment of a system of moral instruction,founded on the best principles 
known,a primary object of their care. Sectarian prejudices at present 
will prevent the establishment of a national system of effectual moral 
instruction, all therefore that can bo done, in a national way, is to 
institute a plan to inculcate the discharge of the civil duties, in con
junction with general moral instruction, proper portions of the Word 
being read, with such interpretations only as all admit the validity of. 
Intellectual advancement and acumen, unless it be attended with a 
corresponding elevation of the will principle, will only be, in a state, 
him a brilliant meteor to appear for an instant and explode. The 
civil law must be executed, and moral duties must be done, but the 
consciences of men cannot bo forced by external power.

The operation of moral influence, or power, in a community is 
that it renders a greater number of persons the subjects of good, 
and fewer the subjects of evil, occasioning their good also to be of a 
higher character. It thus renders less exertion of civil power ne
cessary, and diminishes the moral distance between the societies 
which make up a community.

A nation is composed of innumerable societies, as the world to 
every man consists principally of his own circle of acquaintance. 
Each of these societies has its own form of moral government, con
sisting of its public opinion, education, habits, manners, tastes and

It
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views of decorum, according to which it admits of the exercise of 
human affections and faculties of intellect. In some of these societies 
the human feelings are per.t up in the prison houses of etiquette and 
ceremony constituting the abuse of order. In others the passions a re- 
let loose without regulation, or order, when the emptiness of those 
gratifications on which man naturally sets his heart is proved by tho 
satiety and ennui of those who can do in every thing as they please. 
Ilero wo see tho disadvantage of not encouraging, in jieople of af
fluence; and rank, the aliénions constituting ambition ; although this 
observation is more applicable to the slate of society in the old com
munities of Europe than to these Provinces. Nevertheless principles 
of truth are the same every w here, and change of circumstances 
merely requires variation in the manner of their application. Man 
is an affection, and if good affections according to tho order of truth 
be not fostered, bad affections will exist. It is only by the exercise 
of the «flections that man is man ; and a rational ambition consti
tutes a part of the true exercise of human affections. Under the ne
glect of proper regulation of character, in Ihis respect, it often hap
pens tiiat tho principal affections arc sacrificed to the abuse of one 
or two of the lowest. 1 n other societies again life is a continual 
struggle with external difficulties, and notwithstanding poverty, want 
of education, and flic absence of every means of improvement, yet 
the want of opportunities for entering into vicious excesses, occa
sions the lot of persons in such situations, even if it bo attended 
with n low degree of virtue, to be far lx-tier than that of many of 
their superiors. In other societies, again, education, good breeding, 
good habits, and extensive influence, occasion that rational exercise 
of all the faculties, both of will and intellect, which constitutes true 
wisdom. These societies arc,of course,morally far distant from each 
other, and it is to the advantage of each individual that he should 
cultivate the social relations with those whom lie is likely to be near 
when time and space have ceased to bo harriers to the association of 
those in a state of moral assimilation.

On account of these different societies in every nation, it requires 
for an individual to have mixed extensively in various societies be
fore ho can form an estimate of the social condition of such a nation, 
us to its peculiarities in the respects mentioned.

In a practical point of view, the fact of the existence of these va
rious societies, each with its own standard of opinion, requires that 
each individual should join one, and such an one ns will allow of the 
full exercise of all the faculties which his situation in society, his 
education, and his corresponding capacity for usefulness occasion 
him morally to belong lo. This placing of the members of a com
munity is the r. Stilt of a moral compact between the particular so
viet v and the individual.
\; the Inbits, t-tsles. and opinions of different societies differ so 

exceedingly, n<ii only in point of moral principle and intelligence, 
but in worldly circumstances, which occasion;. smaller societies to 
cmM within r rcii'T, so that a person lvi.< endless variety of choice.
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it is light tliat every one should connect himself with that society 
whose ways are most agreeable to him from the manner iiuw liicli he 
has been brought up. From this great variety of choice ir< happens 
that a man,in pleasing himself, also best pleases the society tic con
nects himself with, and best discharges his duty to the community in 
which he lives. What an admirable provision is this again by thu 
ever kind Maker of men, through which the means of securing in
dividual, also secures the general happiness. It may scent strange to 
endeavour philosophically to shew that each person should associate 
most with those of u similar standing, and consequent similarity of 
feelings and habits with himself, as.it will appear to many so plain 
an axiom of common sense. Theoretical notions of men’s equality 
with each other have, however, been carried to so irrational an ex
tent, that this position is not only questioned, but the most sedulous 
attempts have been made,by the influence of public opinion on legis
lation,to preserve a forced equality amongst mankind both unnatural 
and immoral.

As then the various distinctions in society arc conducive to liberty, 
to the facility of choice in associates, and to tiio emulation which 
contributes so much to human moral and intellectual improvement, 
that attention to w hat are considered trifles in matters of dress, man
ner, ornament and fashion,which has hy^rdany persons been supposed 
to indicate want of sense, by no means docs so ; but, on the contrary, 
is not more conducive .to individual and social comfort, than it is 
consistent with good sense, particularly in a nation with the inlinito 
variety in the social relations that characterizes (Ircat Britain. As 
these matters depend on circumstances it requires good sense to re
gulate them, and to insist on tho same observances in this respect 
under a condition of society to which they arc inapplicable would be 
absurd. These observations will, however, give a clue as to what 
a newly forming state of society should not despise, and may tend 
to counteract prevailing errors of an oppo.-ite kind.

By the operation of moral power, as just mentioned, the distance 
between the minor societies in a community is diminished, there be
ing less elevation on tho right side, and less depth on the wrong sido 
of general opinion. Public opinion is thus rendered more uniform, 
and more grounded in wisdom than in prejudice. Society is, in this 
way, reduced more to a plane—the vallics arc exalted and the hills 
mado low.

The favourable, or unfavourable state of a community for moral 
advancement, or an improved state of individual volition, depends 
much on circumstances ; and I have already stated why the circum
stances of tho communities in tho old world arc less favourable to 
such an object than are tho circumstances of those Provinces. Tho 
fact that people either have freehold property, or arc well paid for 
their labour, implies that they may have that attachment to the country 
which I have described as originating in the social affections ; and 
as the possessors of freehold property become, after a short time, 
easy in their circumstances, in comparison with a person who has
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to labour the whole of every day for his bodily support, it also fol
lows that they may have sufficient leisure time for acquiring the in
formation necessary to a rational attachment to the constitution; and 
breeding up their families in that admixture of bodily and mental 
activity most conducive to the development of useful talent, for the 
acquisition of mental advantages, and for prosecuting sccessfully 
their worldly interests*.—^

When a majorit/ol" the pohple in a community arc tints capable 
of being tin reci;yfents of truth they will preserve their freedom. 
Truth induces, on the part of such a majority of the people, the 
active support oy civil order, or voluntary obedience to the civil law 
which c\S*js-ffc3 man in the community helps to make and to ex
ecute.

Where the people themselves thus are sufficiently enlightened 
concerning their national rights and duties, to unite in order to 
prevent the infraction of the civil law, of course those strong meas
ures are not necessary to bo taken by tho government to secure its 
execution, ns where the majority of the people remain in ignorance, 
and only nominally within lire pnlo of the constitution, each man 
looking first to his own interest, and considering,practically,the state 
for tiio sake of htmself, instead of making tho interest of the state 
and hide own interest one. 1 do not say making the interest of the 
st ite fVst, and libs own interest Second, for that is not necessary. 
Tho interest of the state, anil of the individuals making up the state, 
arc entirely and indivinibly or.r. Indeed every one should regard

i\it, as I have before observed, 
ir rights, be docs not regard 
iiiu slate its rights, i f course

himself, and tho. a belonging to liai 
but if ho deny others, or the state, t! 
hie ovtii i.i ill r7.iV run ;—if he d.-n
ho do 
mal:<!

lien others th:
up that co.mvuinX

pits, since tho individuals ot a ccnn.unity 
/. As; was stated nearly at tho beginning of 

tiiis pamphlet, tho civil law depend.! on tho moral law. Nov/ suppos
ing obedience to the civil lav/ to be thus based on the cb/r nance of 
moral principle, and every fre* person in tho community, thus to 
unite in order to prevent the inframioti of tho ci vil law, (its a great
majority might easily do i.i th? 
would never become ivcce-wy 
bulk of the peep! • are i.i igr.or 
tho old world, and to obviate wh 
able whether proper lira oiv . !. 
the n ?*./ world, although this in a 
peri.•nee. If the republican <•?

a delightful tiling to in 
j.

l'rovinccs) thoce strong measures 
to k cuie its execution, t.<^ when the 
vice. which is ro much the case in 
ieh,in future,;! is more than qui ? lion— 
wo L-f'i adopted in a great part of 
matter winch must lx? proved by cx- 

leriment should turn out a failure, it 
.vo a secure place of resort for the 

propre, in a community where the laws were 
ntly wise, and well executed to alibi'd them protection. The 

effect of affording an undue extent of civil privileges to n community 
which is in am unfit state for their reception, is now exemplified in 
tile condition of the South American States. )

Dut I was presuming tlic consequences of obedience to the civil law, 
grourid.’d on moral principle, on the part of a truly intelligent people.

•rood nortion of th
suffi
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Thoso exceeding inequalities of station and wealth which must exist, 
sooner or later,under a contrary state of things would then be unneces
sary. The inequalities of mui would bo more strictly dependent on 
usefulness, and the differences in views and habits thence originating. 
Thoso extreme opposites either in virtue and vice, depravity and re
finement, or in opulence and poverty need not exist. Men would 
be drawn nearer together in the social compact, and even those use 
ful inequalities which always exist would 1x4 s parate men so entire
ly from all sympathy with each other, as under the extremes just 
noticed. All would partake more of the be A. fits resulting from al
ternate useful employment and relaxation, and they might partake of 
that most cfciinently useful alternation of employment of the body 
and employment of the min I, which is so mutually invigorating and 
advantageous to each ; and when men become assimilated bv ment
al cultivation than inequalities become still further diminished. Un
der such improved circumstances of mankind we should have neither 
thc<ennui, fastidiousness, caprice, sensitiveness, nor haughtiness,on 
the part of the opulent, nor the vices of meanness, sùbscrvicncc, 
servile adulation, and pandering to the self love of others, which are 
the counterparts of the former ; and it" there should not bo the pro
fusion, tha splendour, mugiiiiicyn.ee, and polish of the older nations 
of Europe, neither would there be the opposite condition, on the part 
of the other end of the community, of entire engrossment in sordid 
cares ; the solicitude and anxiety about the provision for mere bodily 
wants ; the entire loss of self respect, and nevertheless utter selfish
ness, attendant on extreme poverty; with all the recklessness, hard
ened destitution of moral principle and feeling, which exists on the 
part of those who mike systematic endeavours to violate that rigour 
of the law, rendered imperiously necessary by such a state of things. 
Neither would there lx: those anxieties originating in the vicissi
tudes.of fortune which such extreme inequalities in the condition of 
men occasion. It must however be remembered that such a stale of 
communities as exists in Europe gives occasion for the manifesta
tion of extraordinary degrees of virtue, and the resistance of ex
traordinary temptations, which there are no opportunities of calling 
into existence in the more even teneur ui society existing in these 
Provinces. In comparing the advantages and disadvantages of dif
ferent states of society, therefore, we have reason to admire the 
wisdom and beneficence of Divine Providence, in giving each its 
good qualities,more than to award exclusive pfaise, or exclusive con
demnation, to any one country.

On the whole, then, have not these Provinces an opportunity of 
forming a state of society superior to any that exists in the world ? 
Dut whether these opportunities bo realized or not, depends on the 
inhabitants of-the Provinces themselves.

Nothing but an enlightened sense of their true interests can induce 
men voluntarily to support the civil law, and moral obligation, 
when properly understood.is the samo with true interest, in a com
munity whore civil order is not supported on this ground, the existence
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ut" a strong system lor the support of tlic civil law by coert ion. is, or 
willbe,indispensable. Now wo have toon that (lie circumstances of 
Europe are extremely unfavorable for the formation of such a state 
of society at present, it would therefore seem to be u dispensation of 
Divine Providence that the formation of a new and improved condi
tion of social order,originating in a lucid and rational acknowledge
ment of the social obligations, should be destined for a new country, 
where thovobstaclcs existing in Europe may be obviated. Let not the 
“ will be” above expressed then, be applicable to any of these Pro
vinces.

There are abundant reasons why the people of the British Provin
ces havo an advantage over those of the United States in forming 
this improved state of society. In the first place the United States 
separated from England in ill blood, and had their eyes so intently 
fixed on the abuses of government as to lose a duo?estimatc of its 
indispensable and transcendant advantages. Their system of govern
ment is consequently based on suspicion, and want of confidence 
in the ability and integrity of their rulers, so as to subject them to 
the constant supervison of popular opinion based on natural intelli
gence. A system of measures for the public good,and based in truth, 
is therefore liable to be constantly thwarted, if on opposition can 
possibly act on the popular and national feeling so as for it to be roused 
against the administration of the government, and the national pre
judices a sagacious opposition well knows how to appeal to.

The strife and contest for power is not subjected to the controlling 
influence of a head, for the chief officer himself is the subject of 
popular opinion. The necessity of acting on popular opinion is all 
that the parties in rivalry for posts of power, in the nation, have to 
regard ; every consideration, therefore, which may be above national 
feeling and prejudice has to yield to the power of these latter exerted 
at an election; and in what numerous ways may this feeling and 
prejudice bo inflamed, or alarmed, so as to be at issue with the 
dictates of truth, influencing the comparatively few rationally in
formed, and endowed members of the community.

It was asked a few pages jback what would be thought of a body 
with its head lowermost?

[As the paragraph from which-these words are quoted was not in
serted, it is placed here. It was intended to have been placed at 
page 22.]

The sovereign is the head of the constitution But a head is of no 
more use without a body, than a body without a head. The consti
tution consists of a body. It may rather be said that the sovereign 
and the legislature together form the constitutional head, the sover
eign answering to the will principle with its power and determination 
towards act, and the legislature, as to its proper faculty, constituting 
the intellectual and judging faculty. What then forms the consti
tutional body and limbs ? The head wills acceding to judgment. 
The body and limbs carry out the determinations of the head. It 
was said that the sovereign appointed the officenhlflio were toadmin-



istcr thv government; and every officer cuiiccrncd, in ;!k- most remote 
way, in executing the decisions of liie government, thus assisting to 
carry out llie decisions of the constitutional head, down to a consta
ble, or a revenue officer, forms a part of the constitutional body. 
Not only every one engaged in a public office, but every person who 
supports an officer in the discharge of his duty, or contributes to the 
revenue which supports such officers, constitutes a portion of the 
constitutional body, livery man who discharges any use to society 
also forms a part of the constitutional body. Every one who justly 
exercises the elective franchise, or adds Ids quotum to the public press, 
contributes to the wisdom which forms the constitutional judgment. 
Thus a nation whose various parts act in concert is emphatically an 
unity—one body. \Y hat shall we'say then ol a body with its head 
lowermost!

In tins question reference was made to that moral condition,whether 
in an individual or a nation, in which lower principles wore first in
stead of the highest principles being so. The person in such a rase 
is not a form of order, but of order inverted, hence of disorder. 
It is the exact resemblance of a man in whom the lower principles 
such as the love of fame, power or wealth,form the ruling principles# 
of his character, instead of the principle of truth being master and 
chief. The result of this is disorder whether in families, in bodies 
of man within a nation, or in nations themselves. Masters must Ikj 
in their places and servants must be in theirs. The same is the case 
with the principles of human action.

Reasons have already been given why the preservation of order 
in such a state of things, with so weak an Executive, is only com
patible with a degree of truth, anil a sense; of justice, on the part of 
the bulk of a people, which we have no mason to suppose exists on 
the earth. As might have been expected,ever since the establishment 
of this form of government,the democracy have been gaining more and 
more power into their hands, and ultimately,quarrels about property, 
ns occasioning a privileged class,may be predicted. While however 
the memlfcrs of a community are scattered ever a large extent of 
surface the seeds of discord arc latent, and a very indifferent 
system of civil government may be sufficient to preserve civil order. 
The populace understand that system of government better than 
their rationally informed men. It is not agreeable to their rational 
feelings that those distinctions, so incompatible with their views of 
the equality of mankind, should exist: and ns these feelings be
come sharpened by the widening of these distinctions in a dense 
population, nations, unless some counteracting influence exists 
in their laws, are very apt to act on their feelings, when force has 
to be m^t by force, and alas! in such a struggle what is the probable 
lot of the force of wisdom. Ought not a government founded on 
the principle that all the men of the nation are cnpnble of judging in 
mnttf rs of state, to begin |>v abolishing the rights of property? There 
is one good effect, however, resulting from their firm of government 
in the Vnited Slates, which is that,ns the maintenance of order dc-



jicnds solely on the wisdom of the people, the virtuous and rationally 
informed men in the legislature, and occupying other stations of ex
tensive influence, are under the absolute necessity of exerting them
selves to induce the people to become informed and improved.

Hut the nature, and the prevalence of an unprincipled ambition 
and self interest amongst men, may be judged of in same measure, 
from what has been said in this work, and in the strife for power, by 
m ■ n actuated by the fierce license of this principle, what chance 
i ; there for the mild influence of wisdom, acting by moral power on 
free will, to be heard?

The prejudices of the people of the United States against the Brit
ish government arc certainly natural enough. Previously to that 
war by which their prejudices were confirmed, the colonists hud 
without doubt, been subjected to mal-administration on the part of 
some of their Governors, but to quarrel with institutions and laws 
because sunroof the inferior officers administrating them have per
verted their powers, is just as reasonable as for a man who has been 
thrown from his carriage by an intoxicated, or careless driver, to 
throw aside his carriage and horses determining not to be again sub
jected to a similar accident. Franco which assisted the colonics to 
throw oil* the dominion of Britain fell on immediate sacrifice to the 
example; and the immense pauper population of Britain, hearing of 
tho degree of popular freedom existing in the United Slates, and for
getful of the tot aI want of parallel in the condition of the two nations, 
are panting for a change which they fancy will he anended with 
relief from their present condition of physical suiierint.

The British Provinces, having the example of Britain and of the 
United States be fuie them, both in what to imitate and what to avoid, 
may* if it bo not their own fault, adopt n wise system of internai, 
and thence of external social improvement. In this respect they will 
be backed and encouraged by Great Britain, and be assisted both by 
her moral influence and approval, as well as physical protection. 
The neighboring republie'lenget that they owe every thing morally 
to Britain, not only in consequence of being from the same stock, 
hut by taking continual advantage of the profuse supply of literature, 
science, and art, which is pouring from the intellectual resources of 
lïritain, while she herself is so meagre in original productions. As 
I have before observed,the condition of Britain gives occasion to tho 
display of greater degrees of social perfection, as well as of imper
fection, than is the case in countries where the relations of society 
are less complicated. Canada may,if she choose,imitate one and 
avoid the other, as tho Province grows to maturity; thus, in the work 
of improvement, the moral influence of Britain will not be less im
portant than her physical protection ; and,without the latter,it would 
bo impossible for Canada to possess any advantages over the United 
States. That the views of Britain towards these colonies arc both 
politic and liberal, an evidence is afforded in tho late proposition, 
coming from (ho home government, at tho suggestion of the present 
Governor General, that in local matters of a fiscal nature thcUcitcd
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Province of Canada shall not only have representative and rcspon* 
ciblo, but direct government; each district managing its own affairs 
in this way by means of municipalities. Such a provision as this is 
recommended, however, by the home government to be established 
by the approaching Provincial legislature. This is an advantage 0
which our republican neighbors do not possess, for even if a partic
ular neighbourhood wants a cross road making, it must be ordered 
by the state legislature ; and such necessity sometimes occasions the 
most corrupt prostitution of the elective franchise, by which men 
are swayed by local interests, instead ol" by the public good, in the 
exercise of that important trust.

The conditioff of A colony and that of a nation, in respect to civil 
government, differ in/many respects. The officer administorting tho 
government has to Consider the relations of the dependency he pre
sides over, with tho nation of which it forms a part. In return for 
the advantage of protection by, and connection with that nation, the 
colony must submit to such government as is necessary for it to make 
a part of the empire at large. The colony may, nevertheless, urgo 

xits own views on tho consideration of the Imperial government, and 
take a very active part in all matters relating to its welfare; but must 
yield, for its own sake, as well as the general welfare, to the decision 
of the principal power.

The members of the Upper House of the legislature in the pro
vinces are men who, from their independence in a worldly point of 
view, have not been under the necessity of consuming their timo 
in making a provision for their physical wants ; they have, 
therefore, had sufficient leisure to acquire a knowledge of the duties 
required in that more extensive sphere of usefulness which they oc
cupy. They have indeed been chosen on account of their advantages 
over their fellow subjects of the colony, in this respect.

As the House of Representatives has to exercise those functions 
in the provincial government which the House of Commons does in 
the imperial government, as far as consistent with the dependency of 
a colony, tho same observations which have been made on the elec
tion of members to the House of Commons apply to the sending of 
members to the House of Representatives. >.

As the degree of influence with which a people can be entrusted in 
legislative proceedings depends on the degree in whicji they arc ration- 
all y informed concerning the nature and extent of thesocinl obligations, 
and consequently concerning the bearing of private, public, national, 
and international good on each other, it is a proof of the good opin
ion which the imperial government entertains of the.people in theso 
Provinces, that the Crown, in the choice of officers constituting the 
heads of departments, in the provincial government, has, through 
the colonial minister, signified its intention of selecting those persons 
who have acted “in accordance with the well understood wishes of 
the people as expressed through a majority of their representatives.”
This means, I presume, that the Imperial Government considers tho 
people of Canada as capable of understanding what is beet for the

10
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province, ag a colony, if the men exercising power are such as to 
be capable of showing clearly that this is the case with respect to 
the acts of the government. \ If the men who fill important public 
offices arc not capable of doing this, it appears that they will have 
to yield their places to those who can do so ; at the same time, the 
Imperial Government does not, in principle, give up the power of ex
ercising an imperial judgment.

As before observed, it has not been my intention, in this work, to 
go into particulars respecting civil government, but, on the contrary 
to confine myself to general principles ; conceiving that correct in
duction, respecting the relation existing between moral and civil in
fluences, is more required in the present state of mankind, than the 
discussion of political and civil details.



APPENDIX
TO PART .FIRST—ON THE ADVANTAGES ACCRUING HtOM THE ESTAB

LISHMENT OF THE “CANADA EMIGRATION ASSOCIATION.”

I observe that Doctor Rolpli, in a speech made at a meeting of the 
Colonization Society in London, discountenance* the idea of indis
criminate emigration, and speaks of the ill consequences which 
must arise from landing a large number of indigent persons on tho 
shores of these Provinces who an? not in possession of the means of 
conveyance to the places where labour may be procured, or of sus
taining themselves on grants of land during the first few months of 
their settlement ; shewing, at the same time, that every facility will 
be afforded to emigrants on their landing, in pointing out situations 
where employment is to be obtained, and in every other respect that 
can reasonably be demanded. Thus the objections of those persons 
to the plans of the association,&. to the proceedings of Dr. Rolph, 
arc met, who consider that they will have the c fleet of inducing a su- 
pcraDundnnt influx of emigrants before any adequate provision is 
made for their reception. And those persons in Great Britain who 
send out paupers from their estates, or from their parishes, will bo 
made aware that it is necessary to do something more than merely 
to pay the expence of their voyage. There has generally, indeed, 
been a small overplus provided for emigrants, who have been sent 
out in this wav, but owing to the want of knowing the best manner 
of di'-po-ing of themselves, on their landing, their little stock of 
money has been exhausted, before they could obtain any means of 
procuring a livelihood, when they have been left in no better state 
than if they had been landed in a pcnny-lcss condition. This is an 
evil, however, which will now he obviated.

To enable a family to subsist while making such improvement as 
will enable them to live by the produce of their farms will, 1 am 
informed, require n sum of from three to live hundred dollars at 
least, on an average. Mr. Hawke, the emigrant agent, at To
ronto, stated the amount required for this purpose to be higher than 
I have mentioned, and Ins opportunities for coming to a corre t 
judgment on this subject entitle his opinion to much weight.

If, therefore, it should be determined to settle any number of fam
ilies on land by means of funds provided by theAssociation, by tho
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Colonization Society, or even by any land-holder, parish, or private 
society in Great Britain, it becomes of consequence to know if land 
can be prepared for location at less expense than is required to sup
port the family of the settler while a sufficient portion of the land 
is under preparation for yielding them a subsistence. As the old 
country emigrants are, until they have had some experience in the 
woods, extremely unskilful woodsmen, and will require twice as long 
n time, at least, to do the same work in clearing, Aie. that an experi
enced woodsman could accomplish ; would it not be a great saving 
of expcncc, if a small portion of the land were to be cleared, by 
woodsmen hired for the purpose, previous to the grantee entering on 
his land ? He would then enter on his grant, say in September, and 
the following September will have a crop of grain, to supply his 
family with food the succeeding year ; thus he will have to be sup
ported but one year instead of two.

Besides the objection to the plan of the association on the ground 
that it will occasion an indiscriminate and superabundant emigration, 
it is also stated, by those who do not view the plans of the Associa
tion with favour, that its exertions must be inadequate to attain the 
objects aimed at, and that any extensive plan of immigration, to be 
successful, must be under the supervision and management of the 
government. As I hive before stated, the object of the Association 
is to effect that which it is out of the power of the government to per
form, as the government cannot interfere with the right of property 
on the part of individuals any farther than directly, or indirectly, to 
levy a tax on uncultivated lands. The government gives every sup
port in its power to the plan of the Association, and then fore, so far 
ns the views of the government are concerned, this may be called a 
government plan. The government, also, has it in view, to provide 
employment for emigrants on public works. It also affords free 
grunts of land to emigrants in the same way that the association does. 
But this operation of the government does not meet the difficulty 
propos’ d to h- obviated by the Association, which is that the lands 
at the disposal of the government, are objected to by settlers on ac
count of the distance to which they arc removed from the advantages 
of settled neighbourhoods by the extent of uncultivated land, in the 
bands of private persons, intervening between such neighbourhoods 
and any government land w hich they can obtain. Those who look 
for the government to act so exclusively in forwarding this object, do 
not consider the limited means at the disposal of the government, 
and how numerous and extensive arc the calls on the resources at 
its command. The very persons w ho thus think so little of adding 

, to the burthens of the government expenses, would not probably be 
tire last to cry out at an increase of taxation, rendered necessary by 
the circumstance that the government should assume other than the 
ordinary calls upon it for expending its funds. The government is 
-in engine to direct the activity of the community, not to stand intho 
stead of that activity. Some personsseem to consider that tile public 
Veaoury is like a fountain springing out of the earth, always running
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and never exhausted. They forget that this fountain has no other 
source than the pockets of the people, and at the same time that they 
think so little of drawing from it, most unreasonably evade, as far 
as in them lies, contributing their share to its supply, by cheating tho 
revenue whenever they have the opportunity.

The plans of tho association arc grounded on a knowledge of tho 
real wants of the Province. Its members know, that what arc re
quired here arc stout arms and stoat hearts—men who come in order 
to find a home, not to speculate, amass money, and go away. Tho 
country docs not afford facilities for successful speculation of such a 
kind, but a good home it can afford to tho hardy sons of Britain, 
who, from having needed, know the value of such a home ; and 
from knowing its value will defend it, and their propeity, if nbed be, 
with their lives. Men arc wanted hero who have been bred to in
dustry, and can tame tho forest, exchanging the plowshare fet tho 
musket,if necessary,at the call of their government ; for they shdukP/ 
also be such as from valuing their homes, and their privileges, will 
also value the governmeitt which secures to them and protects them, 
in tho exercise of those privileges. They should also be men capa
ble of such wise good feeling amongst themselves,as to have no anx
iety about a provision being made for those they leave behind them 
in case of falling in defence of the soil which they cun call their 
own, knowing that the care of their compatriots will render this un
necessary ; and a cordial feeling between the government and tho 
people is kept up by its being well known that the government leaves 
nothing on its part undone under such circumstances. Those Pro
vinces also want men to fill them up, who not only arc able to pro. 
vide for themselves, and acquire that property which is so readily 
obtained here,& also ready to defend their property against external 
aggression,but who are also sagacious enough to defend themselves 
against the equally pernicious influence of internal broils, ar.d that 
bad spirit and disturbance of society which is the result of perpetual 
litigation, and quarrels aboutproperty. In consequence of the great 
number of the possessors of small properties, this spirit of litigation 
is a crying evil both in prose Provinces and in the United States, and 
it is one which saps Ike foundation of pence in a community, and 
goes hand in handklth political discontent and jarring. It is of great 
consequence thnpthoso who would form a compact state of society 
should be able p see far enough before them to know the necessity 
of, ns far as possible, settling their disputes by friendly arbitration, 
and of settling them as they arise, so that social discord may bo 
averted. It is also of the last consequence that those who settle 
here should obtain n su ituble^ education for their children, but it is 
education of a particular kind. I observed that stout hearts wero 
wanted here ; but the best part of a stout heart is that it is fresh 
enough to feel tho influence of good affections, and from that influ
ence will fight for what it values. And tho education which is 
principally required here is the training up in the exercise of good 
affections, ar.d imparting a vigorous understanding, individually and
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collectively, to the members of the community, by means of which 
such community may take the measures requisite for affording the 
opportunity of, as well as preserving the disposition to,the exercise 
of such affect,ons. So to form and give energy to the understanding 
is,here of in are con sequence than to till the external apartments of 
tii"; m.u.i wii.i scientific acquirements, valuable as these are when 
duly estimated, and a due estimation is to make them secondary in- 
stead of primary.

The education required for such a community is simple—but al
though simple it has a high aim—that of securing the exercise of 
those a •“•étions, by means of the cultivation of that understanding, 
on the pa.! of the body of a community, which they all derive from 
their Hi alter. A.::. .i°\! therefore the education required for the in- 
habitnn': o’ th-'*- 1 ’ ..me.- A simple, the character which it should 
assume :» M-t el.:;,—clear as trn'.li. The plain and useful education 
which i would recommend aa cubed to the present and approaching 
condition of tues:- Provinces, is one which will prepare ti e way for 
an ornaui.mai education to a succeeding age, that ornamental cdu- 
cuti.j,i ueuig grounded on the immutable basis of wisdom. 1 am far, 
very far, from being an encim to ornament and refinement, but 
I would make the u-eful the ffmuh'tinn, and the ornamental ftw su
perstructure. If lie ir situations he reversed, the ornamental is wfiree 
than useless, but when en;ii is in its place, tli? ornamental is neces
sary to the finish.ng of v int is useful. Each condition of life, and 
stage of sod l; h is, ii.J.ed, its ornaments, as the very wilderness 
is strewed with llowers.

Noth -In llieMonthl y Review, de voted to llic CivilGovcrnment of dirCanadas, 
fir ihe pr-senl in*.mil of Mandi, mi admirAhle plan is sugg' -led for ni once 
improving 'lie tgrienliorul condition of the Province, and t fleeting ilie settle
ments ol lanlgraiil* desiuule id ra| iud mi fine guilds id" land. This p an is 
III it such ein ' gr aid s, in-lead of living on.ployed on pulilic Works, slum Id be dis- 
Cr .lulled anou gsl sin h farmer* a* have on-d id" '...•Hirers. 'I here aru low far. 
mers, oemipv mg tin ms of a common six. hut who con Id employ an addmonal 
labourer v. r!. lullanl.iyv lo llemsel v i., provided <hey could find tho money to 
pay him. '! hi- i- dm great dd.i. utly, ..•* I this diflivutlv if i- proposed In obvi
ate in lb n following way "I In nje- of I tin emigrant lain.liter is not lo receive 
money, l.ul In uhlan, a living. ' n ' i.e inesns ol sell ling on his Ini. |t is an 
object of shghl inoiin ul In r a* ’.vr In keep an i xirn lain urcr in hoard, and e- 
veu in sueli lioinu made c*v, 1 .1 g as a laliouicr requires — i.ivl the balance of hit 
wage* might, In an agree.' :• 1 between llni hiliourer and his employer, lie paid 
in stuck, imp i-ini nis of h ,-h ml.y provisions, and send grain, at Ilia end of n 
certain pviiod, s ty t v, u y ■ us, w lieu die labourer has lu cuicr upon hia grant of
land ,

Although 11 h il ran Ini • llVi led in this way might nnt lie sufficient lo provide 
for ail eV-u—ive mill milisei iiniiiale influx m" poor 1 inigraiiis, y el, hv I lie oil • 
jects of llie A-soe i'i.hi liemg generally known nmuiigsl die farmers,anil infills 
mat inn tiling given lo die Associai loll hy those v\ ho can employ labourers, a 
great Minde r of emigrants may lie provided for. And farmer- may thus he 
forwarding ihe 0I1 eels ol llni Assoeinimo, while, iosleed of paying money In do 
this, they mu' he improving iheir farms, and putting money into llieir own 
pockets —thus doing good lo lliemselves, as well as lo ihe emigrants, and par
taking of those advantagt'i which it is the object of the Aesocielion to confer on 
the Province in general.
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ERRATA.

X
Page 23 lins 

31 
41 
5.')

1
22
19
20
23
71

17 for probably, read properly.
*23 erase figure II.
20 for sphere, read bounds.
11 for equality, read inequality, 

for « uuld, read could.
IS for discretions, read discretion 
3 for eimmion, rend commerce.

30 llbr tlieWdion, read of the nation.
7 /from llie bottom, for this, lend that.

12 do do, for lationol, r<ad nature!.

TliO observations on Honour, alluded to at p. 42, have been left 
out, with some other matter, prepared for publication, the introduc
tion of which would have increased the pamphlet to an unact
able Lvlk.


