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NOTE AND COMMENT.

Apropos of the holiday parades proposed to be held in

Canada under oflicial supervision, a letter vecently ap-
pearing in the London Globz is interestir g reading. The
writer, Mr. Herbert Po Miller, deploves the decreasing
interest in the volunteer foree, and the falling off in the
ramber of recraits, and cites a number of causes. Armongst
these he places ¢ the abolition of grand annual reviews,
suich as used to be carried out at Easter, and substitu-
ting hole and corner murches of « few men” He con-
tinnes =—

“‘The abelition of gear reviews has had a detrimental effect on
recruiting.  On such oceasions the public shook hands with its volun-
teer force, and the volunteers knew that, at least once a year, they
would be measured by the press and their fellow-citizens.  Very few
people concern themselves about the doings of a few detachments
srattered over the country.  Apain, a big review fires the imagination
of youth 5 the march to the downs nnder fiving banners, the beating of
the drums, the rattle of the artillery, and the cheers of the people
make many a lad determined to become one of the chief actors in such
a ~cene another year 3 aad he does it—-a step he never regrets.

Removing the National Rifle Association meetings from Wimbledon
to Bisley is doing much o depopularise the movement.  The social
meetings - between the volunteers, their friends, and the public after
gunre did much to keep Wimbledon in the front rank of popular
mstitutions, although tome were wtitl-necked enough to think such
doings dreadfally ubmilitary.  Since the National Rifle Association
has gone to the neighlwurhood of Aldershot and Woking, to be
eventually  cremated for the benefit of the regular army, the public
% mind has taken but little interest in its proceedings.  As 1ouching the
sport of riflesshooting. Lord Wantage said the other day at Reading,
*Were it not for the emulation aflorded by rifle shooting the move-
4 ment never would have continued to keep such a strong hold upon the
people of this country.  The love of sport is almost universally dif-
fused throughout all classes in this countiy.  Our wealthy fellow
subjects indulge in it to any extent in hunting and covert shooting, and
our poorer fellow subjects 1ake it ont in rifie shooting at the butts.””

Baglish papers to hand contain a synopsis of the report
Aof the National Rifle Association, from which it is apparent
Fthit there was no vood fonndation for the rumour recently

]

din civculation, that a suspension of the annual prize meet-

(ings was amongst the probabilities, True, there wag a
Jdeficit of $10,000 last vear, the veceipts, mclusive of special
subseriptions, heing £190,000 against the immense expendi-
tare of $200,000, covering the cost of removal; but the
$-ouncil consider that the fimancial prospects are encouraging.
{The entey money ameuuted to 865,000 and $60,000 was
distributed in prizes.
By oversight, we last

{prominent military  wmen  standing  for  Parliamentary
horours, the name of Licut.-Col. R. Tyrwhitt, the com-
5 wunding officer of the 3Jtth Battalion. Col. Tyrwhitt is

otataik

already elected, being one of the few members returned by
acclamation last Thursday. In the next House of Cowm-
mous, as in the Jast, he will represent South Simcoe. Col.
Tyrwhitt was on active service in the North-West in 1885
with the York-Simcoe provisional battalion. He is exceed-
ingly popular in Parliament and in the Militia.

Another wilitary candidate not mentioned was Major
Edwards, an fmperial Officer on the staff of the Royal
Military College at Kingston, who deserted his post to be-
come a candidate for that city in opposition to the Premier,
Sir John Macdonald, and Mr. Alexander Gann, one of the
wost influential citizens of Kingston. He certainly could
not have expected to poll many votes, for Radicalism such
a3 his does not “ take” in this country, and his candidature
furnishes a powerful argument for use by those who are op-
posed to the award of Canadian posts to old country officers.

(AT O IV LSOOt NN

Major General Hevbert’s fiest ““ General Order ” consists
of a pithy lectuie to the ofticers of the permanent force on
the subject of courts-martial sentences. It is evidence of

the lively interest he takes in the welfave of the force under
his command.

MILITARY DRILL TN SCHOOLS.

‘The Guardsman, of Chicago, publishes the following, edi-
torially, on the subject of  Militavy Drill in Schools ” :—

“ Military drill, las one of the requircments in a college
course, has lonyg since passed the experimental stage and
has been proven a splendid success and an inestimable
benefit in many—it might be said most of our colleges.
The fact of its success in the college has suggested its intro-
duction into our high schools, and although in these latter
the attempt has met with varied success, there can be no
doubt that in high schools of sufficient size to afford a good
company the experiment can, with perseverance, be wade to
work excellent results. '

“ The swaggering, shambling freshman is far more easily
disting uished from upper classmen in colleges wheve drill is
a part of the curriculum than in the eolleges where that
branch is omitted.  From the time the nov:ce takes his first
¢ getting up’ exerveise to the time when he is mustered out
a trim cadet, he has undergone a physical traunsformation
little less than miraculous. True, the freshman often faints
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away from sheer exhaustion when taking his drst lesson,
but it does him a world of good nevertheless. It straightens
the boy up and gives him a firn and commanding bearing,
which will remain with him through life.

“The value to the student, of promnptness of execation and
close attention which is developed in drill, as well as the
habit of rigid obedience of orders, is of inestimable value.
Moreover, when the student goes through the marchings
and manual with cheerfulness and enthusiasm they con-
stitute the very best sort of recreation for him.

“ What has proven true of this branch of instruction in
colleges should be found true to a still grea‘er extent in the
high schools. The average boy enters the high school at
just that perviod of his life when he is wmost ungainly and
most indifferent.

“It is at this period when proper discipline will most
effectually correct the boy's figure and give him a soldierly
carriage.

“It is at the high school period of a youth'’s career,
perhaps, that training in strict obedience to proper autho-
rity is most needed. Military discipline tends to effect

this. It should be encouraged.”
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
{This

aper does not necessarily share the vicws expressed in correspondence
published in its columns, the use of which is treely granted to writers on topics
of interest to the Militia.)

TEE LEAGUE.

Epitor MiLiTiA GAZETTE,—So wmuch has been written
concerning the League of late that 1 really feel ashamed to
ask you to publish anything further, yet I think I can sug-
gert something that would be intevesting to the lovers of
rifle shooting. 1 would suggest that each province have a
league, and at the close of the season have a grand Inter-
Provincial League contest, with say twenty men on each
team ; telegraphic of course. This would not interfere or
conflict with the present Dominion League, but would
rather assist it by stimulating the teams to greater efforts.
It would be considered a great honour to be selected on a
provincial twenty. What say the other provinces?

ONTARIO.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

Epitor MiLiTIA GAZETTE,—For 2 number of weeks past
I have read the many cowmmunications relating to the
qualification of officers, and while I admit that it is neces-
sary that officers should be qualified, I consider it far more
estential to the Militia Force that the non-commissioned
officers should be qualified, a fact wlich is tov often over-
looked. 1In the lengthy and (to his mind) unanswerable
arguments of C.F.C., he proposes to make the appointment
of officers compulsory from the ranks, and no doubt there
might be instances in which this would be an improvement,
but are those to be app inted to have no say in the matter ¢
There are in the force many who would make excellent
officers had they one of the qualifications which is needed,
and that is cash. It is evident to all who bave had any
connection with the force that this is a very important
qualification for an officer in onr mihitia, 1 venture to say
that the majority of the force are mechanies and working:
men who, were they offered a commission, would refuse it

on the grounds that they were unable to spare the necessary
cach and time that would be required of them, and should
they accept, would they be more gualified than those
already holding the positions? I fear not. How many
regiments are there in the force who require any qualifica-
tion other than length of service to eutitle a private to re-
ceive promotion? [ have seen many non-cowmissioned
officers who, h-d thev been required to pass even the most
simple examination, would have remained in the ranks. I
think the suggestion of Beaver to be a good one, but the
instruction at headgunarters should not be confined to offi-
cers. Open the class to all grades, and allow the non-com-
missioned otlicers and privates who wish for promotion to
attend, and in this mavoner the expense of the instructor
would not be ay great to the country as the Instructio. of
the same number at the schools would be, and then the
force would be supplied with competent non-commissioned
otficers, as well as officers, and at a comparatively small
cost. One of your correspondents said that an officer who
could not spen-t a few days at a school to qualify was not
likely to give much “ime to the force and was better ont of
it, or something.to that effect, and 1 supposs he would ap-
ply the same argument to those not holding commissions.
Well, I contend that no one, whether he hold a commission
or not, can gualify in a tew days. He may pass an exami-
n tion at some of the schools, but he will not be qualitied.
And more, on account of the number wishing to sttend the
schoo s, especiully in the winter months, it has been neces-
sary to limit the number received from each battalion, and
therefore it is impossible that all can attend who would
qualify if a class was opened at their headquarters by an
instructor from the schovl. Hoping you will pardon me
for being so lengthy, '
I remain,
Yours,

N. C. 0.

GENERAL HERBER1'S HOLIDAY PARADES.

EpiTor MiLiTiA GAZETTE,—* Snap Cap” must have had
a bad bilious attack (or was it gout?) about the L4th inst.
I don’t know much about the feeling among militi:en in
othe parts of the country, but in the old Rock Uity, vhen it
became evident that the new Major-General commanding
intended taking a really active interest in the force, the
members of the different corps felt very much encounraged.
We can, 1 think, depend upon Major General Herbert to
recommend all reasonable applications for better equipment
and greater allowances for expenses, &c., but we must look
to our triends in parliament to sccure more encouragement
for the Militia by increased grants aud iu other ways. The
propo-al to have out different corps on holidays for instruc-
tion in field duties and tactics, is considered here as wa excel-
lent one. A good many ol our fellows have wives and
children, who like nothing better than to sec the ¢ volun:
teers” out in their war paint, and would certainly consider
the holiday on the 24th May a “fraud” if there were no
soldiers to be seen all Jay.

Men who consider it a nuisance or a “frand” to spend
some of their idle time in learning some of their duties as
citizen soldiers, do not as a rule join the militia, and when
such men do join it is generally for the sake of the ritle
shooting (out of which they make monev enough to cover
their expenses) or some other equally sellish rewson, and
they are, therefore, o precions little use to their corps.

I venture to say that one field day such as Gen. Herbert
proposes, carried out under his personal airection aud sulr
ject to his personal criticism, woull be of wmore use th the
corps engaged than a whole week spent in ¢ aup or drill hall
praciicing little or nothing but “disply ” and * parade”
movewents. Pull yourself together ¢ Snap Cap” and come
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out for a march on the first holiday. Ur if you belong to
a mounted arm of the service, a few hours in the saddle
would set your liver all right.

Your obedient servant,

Quebec, 25th Feb,, 1891. STADACONA.

“ DRILLED V. UNDRILLED OFFICERS.”

Epitor Miritia GazerTE,—To come straight to the
point this time a1d stick to it : * C. F. C.” thinks he can
cure the ills of the militia by a plaster of more stringent re-
gulations, directea agaiust the officers. It is not necessary
for me 10 defend the officers as they arve of course perfectly
capible of taking care of thewselves, tmt suppose that
C. F. C. succeeded in passing u Jaw that all uncertitied
officers at once retire and that ail vacancies be filled from
the non-commissioned ranks, would the non-coms. accept
commssions 7 I say the majority would not, because they
haven’t monev enough to do it. There are plenty of
vacancies and it does not require any new laws or reorgani-
zation to enable some of C. F. C’s highly qualified and
willing non-cows. to step forward and upward. The ques-
tion of finance, which he says is foreign to this subject, is
really the only obstacle. It is a fuct that an officer, with-
out making any attempt to “ buy popularity ” must spend
a very great deal more than the average sergeant or corpo-
ral could think of duing.

1 am sorry that C.F. C. understood me as defending the
picnic element. If [ have a grievance it is the picnic trip
and I sincevely hope that General Herbert will be able to
work his scheme of making the holiday parades good prac
tical field days. I say that we are merely playing at
sold ers, but let us play the game and not mix it up with
the boyish picnic. I still say that the city battalions are
practically military athletic clubs, but they are good enough
battalions at the price ; Canada wants a cheap article and
apparently she is satistied that what she has can do her
wor

I think from his fondness for ponderous missiles that
C.F.C. must be in the “ Batillery.,” T never was under
artillery five and if it is anything like a sappalling as having
terrific lavin phrases hurled at one’s head, then “give us
peace in our time.” I don’t mind so much having an
argumentative bullet put throngh me in a next and marks-
manlike manner, but I think shells, especially when they
explode in latin, are cruelty. Yours, &c.,

SERGEANT.

THE MANITOBA RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

Eptror MivLiTia GazerTE — There is an ancient saying
that “He who puts hus hauds to the plough and turns back,
will be pursued by turies.” We have put our hands on
the plough. We have tried to plough a straight furrow,
and if we have even as much as glanced over either shoulder
lev the furies follow, and welcome. It is every man’s duty
to be just and honourable, and as this is probably the last
tine that your cormespondent w1l speak of this afluir, we
trust that we shall not speak without effect, not only in
Justice to the Association, but to its “cause.”  For several
years shooting affairs have been on the wane in Munitoba,
which to those intercested has become a source of regret, and
as ig usual in such cases, grambling and dissatisfaction re-
sulted.  As man is a grumbler any #ay, but little notice is
generally paid to this kind of individual, although we
might just say rvight here that it is the lowvst, first, illiterate
style of expressing grievance.  But us time wore on and
grumbling gave plac to protest, and protest to straight open
chargeq, then the thinking, deducing mind was torced into
a search for the cause. 1t has been urged by the powers
that be thut money has not been as plentiful as in the good

old days. It has also been argued that outsiders have felt
they were at a disadvantage firing on a local range, so that
to meet a generally expressed wish from competitors outside
the city, the Assoc ation felt it their duty to have the com-
petition at Stoney Mountain—thirteen miles distant from
Winuipeg—and were therefore put to greater expense.
Then it was further believed that as a considerable amount
wag contributed by our own people, the said Association
felt under obligation to entertain and give them a good
time, and therefore the Association was unable to do as
much as it had done in the past, and that the competitors
were grumblers anyway. Now these are the principal
arguments used by the authority on the side of the Council.
Let us consider them. We cannot agree with our friends
that money has been less plentiful than in the past. 1t is
more plentiful ; but, to qualify, it may have been so with
the M. R. A. Whby? Do we contribute to that which is
unsatisfactory? And money donated for shooting has no
right to be deflected from that purpose by anyone, however
well intentioned.  But we believe more. We are assured
that Manitoba’s interest in rifle shooting is expressed in her
representatives at the Dominion matches, and that, and that
largely, is the secret of all the trouble. It has been felt
that the M. R. A. intended to discontinue sending a team
to the annual rifle tournament at Ottawa ; nay, some have
said so. As regards the second plea, that outsiders desired
the watches at Stoney Mountain. This is a question which
can be disposed of in a very few words.  Naturally an out-

sider would say so, so do a great many Winnipegers. But
how many outsiders attended our matches last yeart Not
more than fifteen ! Facts are stubborn things. Is it not

painful to think that a whole Association bhad to be trans-
ported thirteen miles for such a tew? and [ venture to say
that even those gentlemen, while desiring it, were not
anxious for it. And the expense of running the match,
which took four days to do fourteen hours actual shooting,
wus as much it not more than the prize list. We cannoy
give figures yet, as it is nigh ou two years since a financial
statement has been made by our Association.  As for the
third idea, abont enterraining, we cordially agree. Let us
entertain.  No place could possibly be nicer than a vitle
range for entertainment for lovers of that sport. The
M. R. A, offers an entertainment in the way of a scries of
rifle competitions. Let us make it as entertaining as possi-
ble. DBut—allow me to empiasize that bit—we want no
foreign elements there ; T dont want to particularize—allow
that word element to cover. Speaking generally these three
questions require no straight answer. The Lest in then
we all agree on; the worst in them is disguised under a
show of reascn.  We must have results.  If we step
on a street car it is to reach some point desived. If
we have a rifle association it is to develop and encowage
rifle shooting. We maintain that ours was not only a failure
last year, but the means resorted to to elect the council were
dishonourable. The clause in the constitution which governs
the election of the council, reads as follows: That any per-
son being a subscriber of two dollavs ($2.00) per annum
and paying the same before the completion of the annual
matches, shall become a member of the association for the
current association year and shall be entitled to a vote at
the annual meeting.”  In the fuce of this clause and under
strong protest from the practical riflemen at that meeting,
the [present council was elected by a packed meeting of
those who take no interest in rifle shooting, except it be to
be entertained at the matches.” It will readily be seen why
the council is incompetent. They ave the product of an
ignorant ballot.  We wish it to be understood thar per-
son.tlly the council are all gentlemen (we wish to plough
our furrow straight), that a few of them are practical rifle-
men, but the election of the latter few waus an accident ;
they were woefully in the minority, and, strive as tbey
wight, could not accomplish much among such odds. To sum
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this question up, we ask what is the best course to pursne
to put M. R. A. affairs right? Our opponents know that
we have not been unduly harsh in dealing with the matter.
We have striven to be fair; we have tried to be kind and
courteous under strong convictions ; we have the very best
interests of vifle shooting at heart ; but we feel it a duty, an
imperative demand, that the Manitoba Rifle Association
shall be what it pretends to be. We leave the subject to
the consideration of all intevested, trusting that every mem-
ber will be present at the annual meeting, held early in
Mavrch ; chat some course should be adopted by all; that
the past should be blotted out by a sweeping reform.  And
it must be so or the association will linger and die. Let
every member aim to be true to the principles and constitu-
tion of the M R. A. and good rvesults will follow. I have
spoken.
BucksHor.

FIELD ARTILLERY MATERIAL.

(United Service Gazetwe,)

Lieut.-Colonel L. W. Walford, R. A., on Thursday last
delivered at the Royal Uaited Service Institution a very able
and critical lecture on ** The Development of Field Avtillery
Material.” General J. T. Waiker, C. 3., R. E., presided.
The attendance was much smaller than usual.

The lecturer observed that there ave certain signs which
point to the possible adoption, in imitation of the Infantry
rifle, of a s nall calibre, & shell of great length, and a high
muzzle velocity. ‘The use of a small calibre will necessarily
entail the employment of a shell of small section, while in
order to resist the action of the pressure needed to generate
a high velocity the shell must, ¢ven if it he made of forged
steel, be of cousiderable strength, and, thevefore, of a certain
thickness. Such a shell will, even though it be made of
great length (say 6 calibres), have but a comparatively sinall
content, either of bursting charge or bullers; as segards
common shell, this defect may perhaps be made gocd by the
use of a high explosive, but with respect to shrapnel it can-
not be surmounted. The use of a loug shell is intended to
supply the necessary space for the burster or the hullets and
to ensure a high remaining velocity. On the other hand,
its employment necessitates the use of a rapid twist of rifling,
and will probably affect injuriously the accuracy and the
length of life of the gun. The high muzzle velocity will be
needed to give the requisite rotation (without an excessive
slope of rifling) to the long projectile, and is further desirved
by some ofticers for its own sake. As regards quick-firing
guns, the rate of five of Artillery in the field is governe.l by
the time required to run up and lay a gun, together with
that necessavy for bringing up the ammunition ; the opera-
tions of opening and closing the breech, and of putting in
the shot and cartiidge, can be performed as quickly as is
nieded with any breech-loading gun. It may be said, there-
fore, thas, with respect to vapidity of firing, no advantage
would be gained by the introduction of quick-tiving guns for
Field Artillery, except with regard to the tive of case.

There is a tendency in almost all European armies to revert
to the employment ot field howitzers or mortars, throwing u
heavy short shell with a low velocity. This type of tiekd gun
has of late years been abandoned, except in the case of our
heavy Field batteries in India, but there is now a very mark-
ed movement, led by Russia, in favour of its re-introduction.
The advantage of possessing u howitzer which will throw a
heavy shell is undeniable, but there must be some hesitation
in accepting a weapon of which two proj ctiles weigh more
than a cwt. as the arm of a field (therefore, presumably,
mobile) battery.

The question of wuiformity of calibve, which simplifies
manufscture in peace, and the supply of ammunition in war,
has, up to the present time, been practically tried by Ger.
many alone, but there arve not wanting sigus to show that

this problem will be seriously considered by other nations
when the time arrives for the re-armament ol their Artil-
lery.

The carriages ot the Artillery have been made, of late
years, both lighter and stronger by the employment of steel,
Owing to the increased muzzle velocity of field guns, it has
been found necessary to use special means to check the re.
coil, either by nave brakes, such as the Gruson, and that on
the 12-pounder carriage, Mavk I., or by tire brakes, such as
the Lemoine, the German service, the Buflington, and that
on the 12-pounder cairiage, Mark 1. Owing to the excep-
tionally high muzzle velocity of our 12-pounder, we have, up

"to the present, paid more attention than other narions to the

construction and use of these buffers, as applied to tield guns,
but any re-construction of material will certainly be accom.
panied by their more general nse.

Omitting case-shot, which is the sawe in all armies. and
the new variety of shell with & high explosive, the typical
field projectiles are a shell for ranging, generally called com-
mon shell, and a man-killing shell, or shrapnel.  As to the
former cf these, we use a forged stecl shell containing 2 lbs.
of powder, the Germans have « casi ivon ring shell with a
bursting charge of 6 oz., while the French employ their
shrapnel shell (which holds only 2 oz. of powder) for the
purpose of ranging. As to shrapnel, the French and our-
selves place the burster in the Lead of the shell, which is
contrary to the practice of other nations, who all use a
burster in the buse, connected with the fuze by means of a
tube which passes down the centve o0 the shell,  High ex-
plosives have been adopted for the bursting charges of field
common shell by twoth the French and the Germans, and
trials have been made in the same d rection by other nations.
The French shell is « steel common shell, four calibwes (as
an experiment even six) in length, filled with cresylite, of
which it holds 3 Ibs. ; it is used with a percussion fuze, and
is intended to destroy cover, such as earthworks, walls, &ec.
A ninth waggon has been added to each heavv battery for
the purpose of carrying seventy-tive of these projectiles.
The German shells which repluce a portion of the comple-
ment of powder shell ave of the same weight as the ring
shell (1581 8.), and are fillod and wet. gun-cotton primer ;
they are intended to be used as avule with a time-fuze
against men.

Should it be found, after the experience of some years
under varying ciremmstances, that smokeless powder is as
trustworthy as gunpowder (which is, us we know, by no
means unaffected by heat and damp), the great technieal
advantages to be derived frow its use would be suflicient,
even if we disregarded the tactical benelits, to ensuve its
adoption, in some form or other, in cvery Army in the
world. It is at present, however, almost everywhere upon
its trial, and has bheen as yet delinitely adopted for Field
Avtillery by France alone of all the Continental Powers.
As to the tactical effects of the introduction of smokeless
powder, the attrivute of invisibility has been somewhat over
estimated, both as regards its extent and its effect.  The
dischargs of the gun is accompanicd by a very vivid flash
(closely resembling the flash of a heliograph), and this flash
it will be ditlicult to coneeal in the case of guns which are
laid over the sights,  The amount and the great velocity of
the gas which issues from the muzzle throws up from any
ground which is at all loose or sandy (and almost all ground
wiil tend to become luose when the vuns have been fived a
few times) a clond ot dust, which, though it is equal neither
in volume nor density to the smoke ot ginpowder, will yet
offer a mark sutlicient to show the position of the battery.
The absence of smoke will certainly assist matevially the
practice of the battery, inasinucli 4s not only will the obser-
vation of fire be easier, hut there need be no delay in laying,
since the target will be always visible,

The Germans, realizing how ditlicult it will be to find
space for the masses of artillery which they propose to use
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in war, have reduced the interval between guuns to fifteen
(in some cases even to six) paces, but without diminishing
battery o1 brigade division intervals, which they consider
necessary for the preservation of fire discipline. In place
of echelons, which obviously take up a large extent of
ground in proporticn to the number of batteries, vhey pro-
pose to use successive lines or tiers of guns, aund thus to
crowd such ground as is available for Artillery with the
greatess possible number of weapons. Both of the above
changes ave entirely dependent for their inception, as they
will be for their advantage, upon the fact that the new
powder has no smoke which may hide the enemy.

The Germans have added two waggons and the French
three to the establishment of each battery.  Omitting the
increased storage due to an improved pattern of waggon,
we may thus say that the former have added 33 per cent.,
and the latter 50 per cent., to thsir former equipment in
ammunition. The Russians have gone even farther, and
have now twelve waggons to the battery, exclusive of forge,
store waggons, etc.

The sceuracy and volume of modern five, hoth of artillery
and infantry, has led at various times to different sngges-
tions, having for their object the protection of guns by some
species of armour. These have, up to the present, been
rejected in practice, owing to the. unavoidable increase of
weight which would be the consequence of the adoption of
such a furm of protection.

The Gruson travelling shielded mounting, which was
tried at the German manceuvres of 1889, and which was
also exhibited to a gathering of officers of aull nations in
September last at Magdeburg, cousists of a sheet-ivon
cylinder, which is provided with a floor and a revolving
curved roof, and has a door at the vear. The weight of the
gun (which is without recoil) and that of the root are taken
on a central column, and do not fall upon the thin iron
sides. The system rests on four small vollers, which are
used to place the mounting in position, while the transport
of the whole is rendered comparatively easy by the use of o
transporting axle, carrying two wheels. Tt is considered
that the whole can be drawn by three horses, which are
driven by a driver sitting on the cnpnla itself. These
mountings might be employed in detensive positions, in
cases where such positions were decided on some time in
advance of the struggle and deliberately prepared for a
stublon dcfence, but their true vocation is in the defence
of fortresses, for which they are sufliciently wmobile and in
which, if armed with machine guns, they might he of con-
siderable use.

I have now, as far as the time at our disposal will adwit,
brought before you the present general position of the
materia) of ficld artillery, The various directions in which
progress appears to be about to take pl ce may be sumwed
up as follows :—the universal use of smokeless powder, the
use of high explosives for shells, the increase of the length,
and therefore of the capacity of shells, the employment of
field howitzers or mortars, increase of the muzzle velo:ity of
guns and the increase of the amount of ammunition
carried.

According to the division of class of 1889, the fivst which
has been raised under the new military law in France, the
forces of the republic since the first of 1890 have been as
follows; Thke active army and its reserves, 1,510,290 ; ter-
ritorial army, 994,615 ; reserve of territorial army, 1,266,-
990 ; officers, 25,000 ; gendarmes, otlicers and troop, 37,000.
This will give the French republic, in case of war, 4,000,000
of men. Heretofore the relation of the effective army,
according to the number of inhavitants in each nation, has
been about 1 per cent. in time of peace and 2 per cent. in
time of war. To-day the per cent. will be five times this at
the mowent of mobilization. At no period in her history

has France had an assemblage of military forces to compare
with this,

NIAGARA BATTLE-FIELDS OF 1812-14.

Fully one thousand invitations to attend the lectave de-
livered by Capt. Cruikshank last week were issued by the
Cunadian Military Institute, and if the weather had not
been so intensely disagreeable it is probable that Convoca-
tion Hall at Upper Canada College would have been cor-
pletely filled. Even under the decidedly unfavourable
circumstances there were few vacant seats, and those who
attended were rewarded by the acquirement of knowledge
respecting a most important and interesting period in the
history of their country which might not have bren obtained
but for the etforts of the lecturer, who made it a subject of
special study and research. Capt. Crnikshank lectured on
“ The Battle-fields of the Niagara Peuinsula, 1812-14,”
forming a chapter of Canadian history of which the informa-
tion obtained through ordinary channels is comparatively
weagre. Not only had the lecturer sought to qualify him-
self for the task by securing access to British and Canadian
vecords, but he had possessed himself during a vesidence at
Washington of the American view of the campaign. No
wonder, then, that his lecture was anticipated with pleasure,
and thac iv was listened to with profound attention.

In the aundience were many well-kiown private citizens
and many ladies, and, as was to be expected, a large number
of local military men were present. Among those observed
were Lieut.-Col. Otter, D.A.G.; Lieut.-Col. and Miss Daw-
son, Lieut.-Col. G. T. Deuison, Licut.-Col. aud Mrs. Jones,
Datfferin Rifles; Lieut.-Col. Rogers, 40th Batt.; lieat.-Col.
and Mrs, Shaw, Major Vidal, Major Mason, Major Harri-
son, Major Mead, Major McSpadden, M:jor J. Mason, 13th
Batt.; Capt. Mason, Capt. McGee, Capt. McLean, Capt. J.
Hughes, England ; Capt. J. Stuart, 13th Batt.; Capt. Mut-
ton, Capt. Milloy, 19th Batt.; Capt. Manley, Capt. Charles
and Mvs. McDougall, Capt. Stinson, Capt. J. G. Ridout,
Lieut. Bvans, Lieut. Laurie, Lieut. Crean, Lieut. and Mrs.
L. H. lrviug, Lieut. Fleming and Lieut. Denison, G.G.B.G. ;

- Lieut. Mickle, Lieut. W. Irving, I' I.B. ; Lieut. & Miss Fubey,

Surgeon-Major Keefer, lute Bengal Avmv; Sergt.-Major
Cumming and Sergts. C Company, 18.C.; Sergt.- Major
Cox and Sergts, R.G. ; Sergt. Mujor Kennedy and Sergts.
Q.0.R. ; Quarter-Master Sergeant Borland, £.5.C. Among
the civilians were :—Principal and Mrs. Dickson, Dr. Scad-
ding, the President and members of Canalian Institute, Mr.
Chas. Mair, Mr. and Mrs. S. Jarvis, Mr. D, B. Read, Mus.
Curzon, Mr, and Mrs. Wm, Webb, Mr.and Mrs. T. Brough,
Mr., and Muris. A% Jarvis, Mr. Mortland, Professor Baker,
Mr. and Mrs. W. Baines.

Letters expressing their regrets at being unable to be pre-
sent were received from His Excellency Lord Stanley of
Preston, Major the Honourable C. W. Colville, Major-Genl.
Herbert, Rev. Canon Bull, Drummondville, President of
Lundy's Lane and Wentworth Historical Societies.

Hon. John Beverley Robinson occupied the chair, and
after an address, which was both intevesting and instructive,
introduced the lecturer.

Capt. Cruikshank received a warm welcome. He ex-
plained that inu a lecture of an hour and a half’s length at
most he had to try and cover a period extending over 20
wonths.  His ohject, it was readily discernible, was to show
that the defence of the trontier against the American forces
in the war of 1812-14 was maiutained abmost entirely by the
Canadians. He attempted little argument or reasoning, but
gave facts and figures to prove his contention. It is im-
possible, under presert circumstances, to attempt even a
condensation of his admirable paper, but axa chiet point
made by him was the wretched condition and insutliciency
of the royal troops stationed in Cauada at the outhreak of
the war, his statements with vespect to them are herewith
given. It was his purpose, he said, to deal  with the mili-
tary aspects of the subject, and be would exclude ull details
which had not any direct bearing on it from that point of
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view, The printed literature dealing with that part of
Canadian history was very extensive, bust for the military
student, owing partly to the prejudice of the writers and
partly 1o want of exact information, wuch of it was almost
valneless. He preferved, where it was practicable, to go to
the original and official documents A few words ou the
composition and equipment of the contending forces would
not be out of pluce. There was, unfortunately, good reason
to believe that to a large part of the British force in 1812
the term applied by Wellington to his rank and file, ¢ the
scum of the earth,” was applicable.  The veceuiting oflicers
had been found to resort to many strange and discreditable
devices to supply the drain of twenty years of war.  The
prisons were empticd bodily into the wvanks. Men under
sentence of death for the vilest crimes were pevmitted to
serve thevein by enlisting under assumed names.  Prisoners
of war of all nationalities were accepted as recruits, al-

though 1t  was apparent they intended to desert
at the first opportunity.  Three of the best rvegi-

ments in the army were entively composed of  pauper hoys
drafted from the country peor houses,  [Little attention was
paid to the physical condition of the vecraits, and hundreds
of these went directly to the hospital from the recruiting
office. The best men were naturally sent co Spain and
Hindostan, and the residuum despitched 10 those stations
where merely garrison duty was anticipated.  Accordingly
when war was declared by the United Staces whole bat-
talious stationed in th- British provinces were actually
unfiv to take the field through physical causes.  In Upper
and Lower Canada on the lst ot July, 1812, there were,
including four battalions of colonial treops, 7,147 oflicers
and men of all arms.  Of these the 10th Royal Veteran
Battalion, 559 strong, was eutively composed of old and in-
firm men; the 1030d, 781 so-called eftectives, of boys ; and
the Glengarry Light Intantry and Cuunadian Voltigeurs, 329
officers anud men, of vaw recruits.  Ultimately the last three
battalions hecame excellens soldiers.  The British squadron
on Luke Lrie, and that on Lake Ontario. were tied up in
port for weeks together at the most critical periods through
the weakuness or inefliciency of theiv crews.

With th: production of these fuc s the lecturer pointeld
out that in this great crisis Canada had to depend for her
protection upon her own sons, and that they grandly res-
ponded to the call, as the invaders had tull opportunity and
occasion to learn.  He described how the chief engagements
of the war nad been fonght and won, including the battles
ot Queenston [leights, Beaver Dam, Lundy’s Lane, Stoney
Creek, Fort Erie and Fort Niagava,
plauded at the close of the lecture,

Lt.-Col. G.T. Denison congrarulated Capt. Cruikshank
upon the value and intevest of his lecture, stating that. it
was opportunc at a time wh 1 a new system of loyalty was
being taught by strangers to the countrv. He wmoved a
vote of thanks to the lecturer, which, being scconded by
Le.-Col. Dawson, was carried with enthusiasm.

Major Mason, R.Gi., on behalf of the Militavy Tustitute,
thanked Principal Dickson, of the U.C.C., for the use of
Convocation Hall,

Capt. Cruikshank, who belongs to the £4th Battalion, aud
is a resident of Fort Erie, is at present taking a cowrse at
the School ot Infantry in Tovento.

He was heartily ap-

He wouldn’t be an emperor nor would he be a king,
A jurist nor a lawyer, nor any kindred thing ;

He wouldn't be a fireman because his work was hot,
But he'd rather be a soldier and be shot ! shot ! shot !

The easv quiet way in which T. A, SLOCUM'S OXVGENIZED
EMULSION OF PURE COD LIVER OIL has won its way into
public favor speaks volumes for its merits. At the office of the com-
pany, Toronto, Ont., can be seen scores of valualde testimonials, while

any druggist will tell you that for all pulmonary dificulties it stands
unrivalled.

REGIMENTAL.
QUEEN’S OWN SERGEANTS MESS.

“We're Britons born,

We’re Britons still, and Britons aye shall be ;
The Union Jack, the flag we love,

Shall guard our Maple Tree.”

The Eighth Annual Dinuner of the Queen’s Own Ser-
geants’ Mess was held in their Mess Room on Friday even-
ing, 27th February.

At 8.45 p.m. the dinner bugle sounded and immediately
alterwards the guests filed in from the ante-room and seated
‘themselves at the tables arranged in the large mess room.

The chair was occupied by Sergeant-Major Kennedy and
his first duties in his new position were w-Il and ably per-
formed. Seated on eithev side of himm were Lt.-Col. Ham-
ilton, Lt.-Col. G. T. Denison, Lt.-Clol F C. Denison, Lt.-Col.
Sweney, Lt.-Col. Gray, Major Meade, T. F. B.; Capt. Mc-
Dougall, R.S.I; Ald. Score, Capt. Macdonald, and Dr.
Nattress. Amorg the other guests were noticed Capts.
Pellatt, Mason, Thompson, Greene, Mutton and Heakes,
Linats. Lee, Buird, Llwyd, Rennie, Peuchen, Wyatt, Crean,
Levesconte, Burnham, Knifton, Mercer, Murray »nd Mr. J.
G. French ; Sgt.-Major Athaws, 13th Bu., Hamilton ; Col.-
Scrgt. Jack, 14th Princess of Wales, Kingston ; Sergt.-
Major Woodman, T.F.B. ; Sergt.-Major Granger, G.G.B.G. ;
Sergt.-Major Cox, 10th R.G. 'The seating capacity was
taxed to its utmost, covers being luid for one hundred and
twenty guests, The decorations were exceedingly hand-
some, the walls and ceilings Leing completely covered by the
numerous flags and bannerets, the signal flags of the Royal
Canadian Yacht Club forming not the least item among the
many. The Flug-—the Old, Old Flag—predominated. By
means of three electric lights placed outside the stained-glass
windows the designs were brought out very prominently,
and the centre one with the crest of the rvegiment was
rendered very conspicuous. Caterer Webb filled his post to
the satisfaction of everyone, and at the conclusion of the
menw the order from Shaespeave, “ Prepare for mirth, for
mirth becomes a feast,” found ready vesponse.  Previous to
entering in on the Toast List the Scerctary read letters of
regret from the tollowing :—Maj.-Gen. Herbert, 1ieus.-Cols.
Dawson, Alger, Smith, Jones, Gibson, Grasett, Commander
Law, Sir J. A. Macdonald, Lt.-Gov. Camphell, Sir Casimir
Growski, Mr. Dalton Mc¢Carthy, and Rev. G. E. Lloyd, late
chaplain of the regiment.

The toast of the Queen was accorded the reception her
sons well know how to accord. The D.A.G. was responded
to by Brigade-Major Gray in the absence of Lieut.-Col.
Otter, caused by an injury to his knee. The Brigade Major
was well veceived, and in response said he took pleasure in
responding to this toast, and said a hewrty amen to the
couplet on the menu card, which read as follows: “ Our
country hath no worth:ier son than he.” e stated that it
was with much pleasure he iuformed them that that week
he had taken over trom the city the site of the new drill
hall, and that he hoped that the powers that be would be
able to start work next week.,  Ex-Sergt. Kddis then sang
“The Three Jolly Britons.” Bugle Major Swift then pro-
posed the toast of “ Our Commanding Oflicer and the
Staff,” which was replied to by Licut.-Col. Hamilton and
Cuapt. Macdonuld. The Colonel then congratulated tue
sergeants on the success ot the event, as well as on the
greatly improved conditious of the rooms, and assured those
present that the regiment owed its success to the non coms.,
the backbone of the regiwent, and stated that it never
pussessed a better clags than it wis composed of to-day.

The Regimental Song  was vendered by  Bugle-Major
Swift, and Statl Scrgt. Macdonald rose to propose the toast
of * Our Departed Comrade” to the memory of the late
Sergt.-Major 8. C. McKell. He traced his life in the regi-
ment, und in the mess of which he was tor some years the
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chief mainstay, summirg up his remarks by referring to
him as one who was every inch a soldier. * The Vacant
Chair 7 was well rendered by Staff-Serg.. Williams.. The
Cunadian Militia was proposed by ex-Staff-Sergt.alker, who
coupled the name of Col. F. C. Denison with it. In his
opening remarks the Colonel stated that if anyone desireld
to see how they looked in the newspapers, in full regi-
mentals and with drawn sword, to vun for Parliament. He
defended the Government against the charges preferred
against them for neglecting the interests of the voluntcers,
and stated that he could promise them the finest drill hall
in the Dominion, .

“The Maple Leaf)” fittingly appropriate, was well ren-
dered by Sergt. Creighton.

Staff-Sergt. Harp, in a stirring speech, proposed the toast
of * Imperial Feneration,” conpled with the name of Col.
G. T. Denison, and amid deafening applause assured him
that in the ranks of Federationists would be found the
members of the Q.O.R. Sergeants’ Mess w0 a man. Col.
G. T. Denison, on rising to rveply, was received most
enthusiascically, and he stated that although he had alveady
spoken for an hour and -a half that evening he found it no
trouble to speak for a similar length of time to the sergeants
of the Queer’s Own, to the men who were the first in the
land to have the toast of “ Tmperial Feder.tion” on their
toast list. e handled Prof. Goldwin Smith in regard to
his recent address on “ Loyaity” in a manner highly
edifving to his hearers and spared po reproach on the
peripatetic Professor, as be styled him, who had such an
apparent contempt of Canadian loyalty.  He stated that
for twenty vears he had stuck to the Reform party, and
further stated that if the Retormers knew as much about
the result of Unvestricted Reciprocity as the Hon. Edward
Blake, or even as he did, they would cut off their 1right
arm sooner than support such measures.  He stated that
it was hard at a time like this not to discuss politics, but
that if this was polities, it was national politics, and in
closing stated most emphatically that with no reciprocity
there would be no annexation.

The song of *“ Tie Union Jack of Old England,” sung by
Statl-S-rgt. Williams, then followed, and the wanner in
which the chorus was sung was quite suflicient evidence of
the snpport of the Mess to the remarks of the lust spenker.

“ OQur Brother Non ('oms.” wag proposed by Sergt. 3. M.
Burns, and replied to by Col.-Sergt. Jack of the 14th Prin-
cess of Wales, and by Sergt -Major Athaws of the 13th of
Hamilton. Col. Sergt. JTack assured the members that no
name was more honoured by the members of his regiment
than the name of Rev. Principal Grant, the leading snp-
porter in the Limestone City of Tmperial Federation.

In respouse to the toast of “ The Mayor and Corporation,”
proposed by Sergt. MeHenry, Ald. Score briefly replied,
assuring the members that in every way they could always
count on the loyal support of the Council.

“Our Gu-sis” was proposed by Staff-Sergt. Willtams,
coupling with it the names of Lt..Col. Sweney, Capt. Mac-
dougall and Mr. J. G. French. In response to the request
of the proposer the toast was given with Highland honours,
and given in a manner that fairly raised the roof, and was
tittingly replied to by the gentlemen whose names were
conpled with it, the speech of Mr. J. G. French, of Rochester,
being well received, especially that paurt where he blamed
the conduct of the Queen’s Own whom he bad come in con-
tact with for his being annexed.

The toast of “The Lidies” was vesponded to by Sergt.
Drynan, the latest member of the Mess, and the toast of
“The Press,” proposid by Sergt. Higginbotham, brought
the list to a close.  After a brief speech by Col. Hamilton
congratulating Sergt.-Major Kennedy on his promotion, and
also the Mess in the possession of such an eflicient ollicer,
the Sergt. Major called on those present to charge their
glasses and driuk to their last toast, which was, ¢ Let every
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man fill up his can and drink to our next merry meeting,
boys.”

After the tables were cleared the vemainder of the even-
ing, or rather of the morning, was spent in songs and
dancing, the chiet event being the initiation of the sirangers
to the Grand Bounce Deg.ee. It was well into the wee
stn’ hours before the last guest departed, so late, indeed,
that many read the acconnt of the dinner thuy were even
then celebrating in the mornmg papers. The Eighth
Anuual has been by losg odds the most successful event
ever undertaken by his Mass. Breecn BrLock.

THE GRENADIERS.

The officers of the Grens. have formed a class for mutual
instruction during the winter months,  The intention is to
keep the *“ ol | heads” from getting rusty and to teach the
“goose step” to the “ young "uus.”

The dvamumers and buglers had a drive about town on
Friday evening last. A very enjoyable time was spent,
finishing with a supper at the Armory Hotel.

The members of the Sergeants’ Mess are making arrange-
ments for another smoking concert, to be held in the mess
room Thursday evening, 12th inst.

A meeting of members of Capt. Harston’s (new) company
has been called to make arrangements for drill to com-
mence at once. He starts with a voll of ubout twenty men,
many of whom are old drills, which gives him a good start.

1t is quite probable that the directory of the Columbian
Exposition will arrange for a wilitary display. The cause
of delay in arriving at a definite conclusion at present is
owing to the disposition of the directory to require the
troops to be present at the opening of the exposition while
the officers of the National Guard wish to have strictly
military encampment during the summer months of 1893.

General Miles is fond of good living, and when he is in
the field his “mess” is most plentifully supplied. He b -
lieves alco in feeding his soldiers well, and, unlike Julius
Casar, holds to the opinion that a soldier can tight better
on a full stomach than when weakened by the pangs of
hunger.— Chicago Jonrnal.

Militia General Orders (No. 3) of 27th Feb., 1891.

NO. 1-~SENTENCES BY COURTS MARTIAL.

The Major General Commanding has, in consequence of the undue
severity of sentences awarded by District Courts Martial, been frequent-
ly called upon to exercise his power of remission of part of those
sentences.

Such motion when constantly repeated, cannot fail, in his opinion,
to weaken the authority which should attach to the decisions of a Court
Martial.

He desires thercfore to point out, that while District Courts Viar-
tial are invested with large powers of punishment, the more serious
forms ¢! crime which can be dealt with by such courts are fortunately
of rare occurrence. Moreover; the fact that the men serving in the
Militia force, are for the imost part young, and serving a short term of
service, encourages the belief that breaches of military law are more
frequently committed under the influence of passing temptation, than
as the result of preconceived and systematic intent.

In awarding punishment, a clear distinction should be drawn
between crimes against military law, and those crimes for which the
offender could be arraigned before the civil power. In dealing with the
former, full regard shouid be paid to such considerations as the age of
the prisoner, the length of time he has been amenable to military dis-
cipline, and the consequent opportunity he has had of becoming imbued
with the military spirit.  In the latter case, punishment should not be
out of proportion to that which would be inflicted for the same crime
by the civil power.

Throughout, it must be borne in mind, that punishment should be
the necessary and not the excessive vindication of military discipline,
since an error on the side of excess, is calculated to cause a feeling of
discouragement in the young soldier.

Attention is drawn to Queen’s Regulations, Section vi, paragraph
99, on this subject.

NoO. 2—ASSOCIATIONS FOR DRILL IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

GUELPH CoLLEGIATE INSTITUTE DriLL CoMpaNY.—To act as
Captain: Acting Sergeant Walter Henry McCullough, vice C. Auld.

To act as Lieutenant : Acting Cosporal Thomas Joseph Day, vice
R. Henderson.

To act as 2nd Lieutenant: Acting Lance Corporal Frederick
Charles Kydd, zice J. I. Kilgour.
NO. 3—MoBILIZATION.

The following changes in Company Headquarters are authorized :
74th Battation of Infantry, N.B.
No. 4 Company, from ¢ Shemogue " to ** Moncton,”
86th ¢ Three Rivers ” Battalion of Infantry, Q., No. 4 Company,
from *“ St. Gabriel de Brandon ” to “‘ St. Boniface de Shewenegan.”
By command,
WALKER PoweLL, Colonel,
Adjutant General of Militia,
Canada.

N A YEAR 1 [Iundertake to briefly

i teach any fairly intelligent person of either
sox, who can read and write, and whe,

after fnstruction, will work industriously,

how to earn Three Thouaand Dollars »

Yearin theirown localities,wherever they live.] will alao furnish
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Members of the force are supplied with free ra.
tions, a free kit on joining and periodical issues
during the term of servee. . .

Applicants may be engaged at the Immigiation
office, Winnipey, Manitoba; or at the Head-
quarters of the Force, Regina, N.WT.

MONEY ORDERS.
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E.C, ALLEN, Box 420, Augusta, Matne.

ARE YOU COING CAMPING ?

Ir so, OroER Your TeENT From

PIKE THE TENT MAN,

< J
A full supply of

TENTS, AWNINGS, SAILS, FLAGS, CORDAGE, &¢. &.

D. PIKE,
157 KING ST. EAST, TORONTO.

Hoist and Wire Ropes Spliced,

BOOVD. 00 /3 enr b being made by John 15
Goudwin, U'roy,N.Y. .t work for us, fteader,
; you tmny not wake as much, but we can
R teach you quickly how toearn from $5 to
10 a duy at the sinrt, and more as you go
on. Both sexes, all ages. In any part of
America, you can commmence at howe, <iv.
fng ANl your time,or spars moments o yto
the work. Al ie new. Greas pay SU AN for
every worker.  We atart you, fuinishing
everything, EASILY, SPEEDILY learned
PARTICULANRS FREE. Address at once,
STINGON & (0., PORTLAND, MALNK,



