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SURGERY.

ON CANCER OF THE BREAST.

‘We select the following from the discussion
concerning Cancer of the Breast, at a recent
meeting of the Medical Library and Journal As-
sociation of New York.

Dr. Fordyce Barker: Mr. President, my ap-
ology for departing from my usual rule with re-
gard to surgical questions and operations is, that
1 may perhaps suggest some new fields for in-
«uiry and observation, and perhaps bring out
some new ideas in the discussion by these sug-
gestions.  Tn regard to surgery, 1 am no expert.
1 do not pretend cven te interfere with it, and it
“ia therefore somowhat embarrassing to speak
wpod a subject which really belongs to the surgi-
cal department. I have, bowever, bad occesion
to study the subject of cancer, with great interest,
and perhaps with a large experience, and have,
therefore, for many years takeun every pains to
inform myself with regard to the progress of sci-
ence, and bave felt an interest in its bearing
upon the question of its manifestation in the
form in which it occurs secondarily, which in
its most frequent {orm i that of cancer of the
breast. -

In alluding to certain points in connection
with the general subjoct, I will refer to oneor
two cu3es in connection with my own perzonal

- experience. Previous to my coming to this city,
I wss obliged to practice more or less in general
surgery, and in the cowse of that time I was
called upou to amputate the breast thirteen
times, for what I supposed to be cancer of that
organ. I have listened to the statistics from the
gentleman who bas already occupied your atten-
tion, with great interest and with great pleasure,
because, in almost every point, while they have
not cerresponded with published statistics an we
now have them, they have corresponded with
my own. In four of these thirteen cases in
which I opecated for cancer of the breast, I know
nothing of the results. Two of the thirteen cases
are still living. All of the seven remaining
cases died at periods varying from eighteen
months to four years after the operation. A cu-
rious point in relation to them was, that the one
who lived the longest—and this point I have not
seen alluded to by any suthor—was the patient
who was the oldest. Thst patient was 71 years
of age when I operated, and had been afflicted
with the disease some four or five months when
I first saw her.

There was ro apparent return of the uisease
until reveral months afterwards, and then there
wass probably a return of the disense to some in-
ternal organ. The point is this: wheother the
progress of pathological chruges is not exactly in
the saine ratio as the metamorphosis of tissue in
relation to age; whether in persons of advanced
life we may mnot account in this way for the long

er exemption from a fatal termination of the dis-
ease than when the discase occurs in those who
are less advanced in age.

In 1858, although I had refused to have any-
thing to do with general surgery, and confined
my operations entirely to the obstetrical depart-
ment, T had one patient who absolutely refused
to permit any one else to operate upou her except
myself. I aecordingly removed her breast. The
axilliary glands were not involved, but the dis-
ease returned within a very few months, and the
patient died eleven months after the operation.

The second case which I will refer to is a
rather curious and rather exceptional one. Tu
eccurred in the year 1860, in a lady 43 years of
age, and she had the disease for several months
when I first saw her, and in what I regarded as
8 very malignant form. That person, again,
utterly refused to have an operation performed
unless I would perform it yself, and I accord-
ingly performed the operation, assisted by Dr.
Foster Swift and Dr. Charles Phelps. In that
case acupressure was employed, as I believe, for
the fist time in this city, and I was very much
interested and pleased with the effect of acupres-
sure in diminishing the amount of suppuration,
which in that case was very slight indeed. The
patient was operated upon in April, 1860. ~ In
my own belicf, and in the belief of the miscrosco-
pist, it was one of the most wmalignant forms of
this diseaso of the breast, and yet the woman
was alive in 1871, I simply mention this case
a8 a sall contribution to the number of snccess-
ful operations in the sense of curative, in cases
of carcinoma of the breast. That specimen was
afterwards presented st the New York Pathologi-
cal Society, and the minutes of the meeting,
which were published in the Medical Record, re-
presented it as being presented by Dr. Swift and
that the operation had been performed by Dr.
Parker, which is a fair illustratiou of the uncer-
tainty of surgical glory. Witk regard to statis-
tics in determining whether.a surgical operation
shall be performed or not, most modern writers
agree that operations do, in a certain proportion
of eases which are judiciously selected, absolutely
and positively prolong life, relieve suffering, and
in some cases sctually save life.. The diametri-
eal opposition which the statistica of some sur-
geons bave to those of other surgeons who are
equally well situated for making observations,
may perhape be explained in this way. One sur
geon may be of the opinion that the disease is,
primarily, always » local disease, and that its
constitutional character is secondary to the local
disease, which manifests itself differently in dif-
ferent cases. If this theory be correct, the pro-
per rmethod of treatment is the early.exti}pation
of all suspicious-lookiog growths,  On the other
hand, other surgeons are of the opinion that the
disease is a constitutional disease ; that opera-

tions are deleterious in their cflects, and should

not be resorted to until all other means have fail-
ed t0 arrest ity progress.

Again, some surgeons who have a greater fond-
ness for operations than otbers, will remove a
suspicious-looking growth much earlier than
those gurgeons who are less fond of operations,
so that in some cases it may be that the delay in
the performance of the operation has permitted
the disease to make such extensive ravages upon
the general system, that the operation, if per-
formed at all, can be performed with the expecta-
tion of giving some relief from distressing sym-
ptoms.

I began in early life as a most enthusiastic be-
liever in the numerical system, regarding it as &
most efficient means for advancing our knowledge
of disease. But my experience has proven to me
that atatistics which ordinarily receive publica-
tion are extremely unrelinble, and that they form
a most unstable foundation upon which to pre-
dict future action, whether it sball be for the
formation of an opinion or made the basis of an
operation. The statistics which the author of
the paper has given us relative to the compar-
ative frequency of cancer of the breast singularly
accord with the statistics from the cancer hospi-
tals in the city of London. Out of 7,800 cases
which were under ireatment in that city between
the years 1851 and 1861, 4,388 were cancer of
the breast. This is from an_entirely different
sphere of observation, and yet the result of the
observation shows that the female breast is one
of the most fevourite places in the human body
for the development of this disease. - It seems to -
bave an elective affinity for the female breast,
and perhaps in the progress of etiology and the
acience of physiology the reason for this elective
aflinity will be discovered.

The next point which I will notice in connec-
tion with the paper, is with regard to hereditary
predisposition to the disease. I feel quite con-
fident that I should never have read a paper
which I did read, and which was published by
the Aoademy of Medicine, upon “The Clinical
Study of Cancer of the Uterus,” had' [ not been
thoroughly convinced upoa this point. When I
came to study my own observations, I found
that some of them were so different from the
published statements in published works that I
felt doubtful about reading them without consul-
tation with some of my personal friends. My
own statistics with regard to hereditary predis-
position to cancer of the uterus almost exactly
correspond to the observations of the author of
this paper with regard to hereditary predisposir
tion to cancer of the fenale breast. ’

Another very interesting point to me was, that -
the author of the paper has found so muck larger’
proportion of cases of cancer of the breast where
hereditary predisposition to cancer was entirely
absent, but where bereditary predisposition to

tubercules was present. The resalts of his ob-
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servations upon this point give the same relation
whick are found in my own rtatistics, and I be-
lieve that the idea of hereditary predisposition to
cancer should be denounced, and that this denun-
cintion should be pronounced boldly by physi-
cians.

There were a few pointa to which no allusions
‘were made, and concerning which I wish to make
some inquiry. °

What is meant by a cancerous cachexial In
my earlier experience I was always locking for
something like a cancerous cachexia, but my later
experience and observation have taught me to
become & non-believer, and I do not now believe/
at all in cancerous cachexia, as the term is com-

. monly used. Ihave seen patients in the most
advanced stages of cancer of the uterus, and in
almost all its various phases, when they present-
ed the appearance of robust health. The cach-
exia, when it does appear, is to my mind rota
measure of the influence which has been produced
by the simple presence of cancer in the system,
but rather from associated lesions of the various
organs of the body.

These are my observations with regard to can-
cer of the uterus, and I should like to kmow

. whether the same thing has becn observed with
regard to cancer of the breast.

Another point, which was not alluded to, and
concerning which I shoald be pleased to gain seme
information, is, with regard to the value of pain
as a symptom in cancer. I am of the opinion
that it is a eymptom of uncertain value in aiding
us in determining the existence or non-existence
of cancer of the uterus. I have seen patientsin
the advanced stages of the disease withous the
slightest symptom bhaving been raised with ro-
ference to the presence of the disezse by any pain.
My own opinion is, that pain issimply a measure
of the influence which the disease has had upon
the contiguons and adjacenttissues. Cancer may
occur 80 as to interfere with the funciions of the
uterus, or affect the sabperitoneal tissues; and
when these tissues are afected we are sure to
have pain, and in some of these cases the pain is
most atrocious. In other cases, where the dis-
ease presents more malignancy, the pain is some-
times very trivial. Whether the amount of pain
is in relation to the amount of influence which
the disease has upon the adjacent and contiguous

. tissues, I am not able to eay, but simply throwit

out as & question for consideration.

From time immemorial there has been an sat-
tempt made to destroy cancer by the use of every
variety of known caustics. It has been a favour-
ite resort of empricimu, and the most succeazful
and perbaps the most lucrative of all charlatan-
ism bss been most seen in the wuse of caustic
sgents to destroy the local manifestations of can-
cer. As aconsequencs of this, of course, a great
majority of the surgical world have been zatisfied
with regard to the uselessmess of such attempts.
My own prejudices have always been agrinst this
inethod of treatment. T once attempted to make
some observations respecting this plan of treat-
went an it was then ulop.cd in St Bartholo-
mew's Hospital, aud the whole pioces was s0 re-
volting tbat I did not pursue my investigations

farther, and the result of my observations was
not at all favourable, ’

In the year 1870, however, I was consulted by
a lady who had a tumourin the breast which was
very suspicious in its chbaraster, and whick I
watched for some weeks, when I regarded it as
cancer, and urged upon my patient the impor-
tance of having it removed at once. But the pa-
tient ntte:ly refused ta bave any cutting opera-
tion performed. At that time I had been study-
ing up the subject somewhat, and among other
works which I had read was Marsden's work
upon the use of canstics in the treatment of can-
cer.

The same summer, while abroad, I visited the
hospital in which Dr. Marsden bad made his ob-
servations and applied his treatment, and saw
the results of this treatment. I became so much
interested in this plan of treatment and was so
highly pleased with it, that, upon my return, I
recommended to my patient to submit to the
treatment by the use of caustic.  After some de-
lays she consented The form of cancer from
which she was suffering was apparently of the
most malignant type, and at the time I com-
menced the treatment the mass was about two
inches in diameter, which is tha extreme limit in
gize permissable to be treated by this method.
In the course of eighteen days after the first ap-
plication was made, the mass came away, the
process of cicatrization was completed in a abort
time, and there hasnot been the slightest appear-
ance of return up to this time.

Another case to which I wish to make refer-
ence, was in a patient who had had two sisters
die with cancer of the breast, but her father and
mother were still living &t the time she consulted
me. Not the slightest suspicion of cancer could
be traced gin either member of the family. One
sister died some &ix or seven years ago from cah-
cer of the breast. The other sister I was called
to visit, and I found the axillary glands involved
in the disease; there were evidences of what is
known as the cancerous cachexia, and I called
for counsel. Dr. Van Buren was called in con-
sultation, but the case was regarded as utterly
bopeless, and the patient died without an opers-
tion.

The third sister came under my observation
for epithelioma of the uterus, That patient I
operated upon in 1866, removing the cerviz uteri
by amputation. It is now seven years since the
operation wes pevformed, and she remains in the

| most perfect health.

About five years ago a lady consulted me with
regard to a suspiciouslooking tumour in her
right breast. She was under my observation for
about two years, and received treatmeat, but I
never was of the cpinion that the growth was
malignant. At the end of two years it entirely
disappeared. In February, 1873, that patient
came back to me with a twunour in her left breast,
which I regarded as true cancer of the breast
The tumour had been observed for more than a
year, and when I saw it, the nature of the case
scenred clear and positive. 1t3 removal was re-
commended. Consuitation was held, to satisfy

the patient with regard to its nature, the propri-

ety of its removal, and if decided tc remove if,
how it should be removed It was decided to
remove the tumour by Marsden’s treatment, and
the treatment was accordingly commenced on the
first day of Apri. The amount of pain which
the patient has suffered during the course of
treatment has been very insignificant indeed. -
She was up most of the time, has been able to be
out riding some of the time, and it is now eigh-
teen days since the first applicateon, and the
slough is just ready to come away. The treat-
ment of this case thus far has been very pleasant.
‘What the result of the case may be it is impos-
sible at present to decide. .
I will now describe the plan of treatment as
given by Dr. Marsden—the plan which he pro-
fessea to have derived great success from, not only
in a very conziderable number of cases of cancer

of the breast, bat in the treatment of. cancer of
various parts of the body, and even of cancer of
the neck of the uterus,

The method of treatment, is limited to cases in’
which the surface of the tumotr does not extend
over two inches. Care must be taken that the
paste is of sufficient consistence so as not to flow
beyond the point to which it is applied The
general fzrmula for the preparation of the caustic
is to combine arsenious acid and mucilage in such
quantities as to make a thick paste, and the for-
mula commonly employed for the purpose is—

B. Arsenious acid,
Mdcilage, .

This paste is spread over the surface of the tu-
mour, and two or three layers of lint spread over
that. The lint.absprbs all the surplus pasta and
protects from further cauterization. The first ap-
plication is left on for twenty-four or forty-eight
bours, according to the extent of surface, and
then removed by gently soaking it with warm
water. After the old paste has been removed in
this way, ove judges from the impression made
with regard to a further application of the cauns~
tic. These applications are to be continued un-
til a line of demarcation entirely surrounding the
deceased structure is shown. Then the lint is
soaked and removed, and bread-and-water poul-
tice applied, and changed every few hours At
first there is-considerable inflammatory action set
up, but the amount of pain is very inconsiderable
a3 compared with the use of the knife, and the
process of cicatrization i equally pairles: and
satisfactory.

The shock to the system, asarule, is very
much less. The constitutional effect of the ar-
senic in this case was very alight, lasting only a
fow hours, and then passed away. Indeed, the
moderate constitutional effect of arsenic I bhave
long believed to have a certain positiveness in
the treatment of cancer, in that it retards the
proliferajion of cancerous tissue. I mention
these cases with the hope that it may contribute
something t6 our knowledge of means by which’
we may meet this most terrific disease.—{Medi-
cal Record. ¢ ’
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TINCTURE OF -DIGITALIS -AND CHLO-
RAL HYDRATE IN DELIRIUM TRE-
MENS.

By E. Cuaxsxry, M.D., Boaton.

Having in the course of twenty odd years,
geen numerous cases of deliriom tremens under
varions kinds of treatmens, it is with peculiar
pleasure that I record the following very remark-
able success as & result of chloral hydrate in con-
junction with tincture of digitalia.

Mr. B, a Scotchman. aged ihirty, accustomed
to army life, was for many years connected with
the Indian service “in the west. During this
time he acquired the habit of using aleobolic
drinks, which bas followed him till & few months
ago, when he was induced to reform. He got on
very well for a ttme, when the old appetite was
aroused in him by the thoughtless use of some
light bear which ke made and sold in connection
with his other business, and in which there was a
free amount Sanford’s ginger. Strongdrink was
now called for, ana, becoming incapable of casty-
ing on his buisness, “ he went on a time. " Al-
cohol became more snd more the substitute for
food, till his system decame poisened, his tongue
parched and swollen, his face congested, his breath
foetid and he could neither eat nor slesp. When
1 first saw him, he had neither taken food nor
slept for nearly a week, and rejected everything
which was put into hiz stomach; his wind was
-greatly agitated, and kis whole muscular system
was in a state of continual unrest. His pulse

~a3 feeble and frequent, amounting to 120, and
@ld not be counted at the wrist on account of
iy commotion among the tendons. He had
tsen bromide of potassium, without effect, before
myisit. A strong mustard plaster was applied
%0 ‘e pit of his stomach ; when well under way,
fifn groins of chloral were given and, in
twoly.minutes, twenty drops tincture digitalis.
Thes were both retained and bad a favourable
effectpon the tremors. Ten minutes after the
digita:, a dose of thirty grains of chloral zoon
brougton a sleep of three hours, when has awoke
with vesf to his trembling and in a much beiter
state of ind. A raw egg and some milk were
then giv, with another portion of digitalis, and,
in a shorime, thirty grains more of the chloral.

From th time, he off into a sleep of

many howand awoke refreshed The digitalis

was given e ; times & day for sevoral days, part-

Iy to modetg the pulse which remained ata

hundred, b mainly for its eliminating effects

upon the kidys ; and small doses of the chloral
as occasion juired. An infusion of quassia
with a return golid food, as hisappetite requir-
ed and bis sttach would bear, completed the
cuve, which, tah all in all, was the most satis-

factory that couhgve been desired.

This was not.ase caused by leaving off his
_cups, but the dirt result of their excessive uze.

From the momerhe came under treatment he

was not allowed amher drop, except what was

in his digitalis. Tl he would have recovered

without treatment i\iite doubtful, since he was

then in a gradwallyinking condition and had

not for dars taken 8 \gthful of food which he
\

did not instantly reject, cven a teaspoonful of milk
being as qnickly rejected as it was swallowed,
though it is possible that he might have been
sustained by natritions injections till the alcoho-
lisin wore away. * Opiom was obviously conira-
indicated by tho parched mouth and foctid breath,
for whatever advantage might have been hoped
for from sleep, which it might be expected to give |lin.
wouid have been more than offset by the increas-
ed retention of the alcoholic poison and other ef-
fete matter which required to be eliminsted.
The chlorsl then to produce aleep and to quiet
the nervous agitation, and the digitalis te reduce
the frequency of the heart's action and to promote
elimination by the kidneys, was evidently the ra-
tional indication, which the results fully justified.
The mustard over the pit of the stomach and a
small dose of chlorzal at first were necessary, in
order that the first dose might be retained and
prepare the way for a full dose which could not
given at once. Moderate doses of chloral, to be
reseated a8 circumstances justify, are all that any
case of deliriam tremens is liksly to require, xince,
as Dr. Murchison thinks, there are grounds to
believe that thelexsisting impurities of the blood
in zuch a case favour the action of the chloral by
ita more speedy -conversion into chloroform.—
{Boston Medical aud Surgical Journal

GOAT'S MILK.

Dr H. MacCormac maintains that goat's milk
may be abstracted from the living animal, and
transferred at once to the infant's stomach, by
means of & tube provided with an artificial nip-
ple. In this way, it is thought, the mortality
hitherto attendant on artificial lactation may be
greatly diminished,

ON THE BRAIN.

Professor Ferrier delivered a lecture in the
Bection of Biology, at the British Association for
the Advancement of Science, On the Localiza-
tion of the Functious of the Brain, ” in which he
stated the results of a series of experiments which
ho had conducted during the last year upon the
brains of living animals by means of a small elec-
trical machine. His first object kad been to sti-
mulate the brain, with a view of ascertaining
whether, in opposition to the theory of Brown
Séquard, he could in this way produce activity
of the brain. In carrying on these experiments,
he had dealt with cats, dogs, rabbits, guinea pigs,
fish, a jackall, and a monkey; and bad obtained
results which led to_the discovery of an entirely
new system of phrenology. Applying the elec-
trical stimulus to certain convolutions of the
brain of the infeior manimals, he almost
invariably produced certain motions——thas estab-
lishing the existence of a close connection be-
tween those portions of the brain and the action
of particular muscles. Pursuing bis investiga-
tions, he also established a similar connection be
tween other portions of the brain and the senses
of hearing, seeing, and speaking; and speculation
enabled him to guess, with tolerable accuracy, ay
those parts of the brain which were the sest of
thought, memoryand scosation.—Dublin Meds.

cal Press and Circular.

HEDICAL NEWS.

Cholera baz appearsd at Antwerp and Rotterdam. =
At the former port Sficen deaths ont of a total of thirty
cases have occurred.

‘Wa regret to bave to reconl the death, from hepatic-
cancor, of Dr. Robert William Smitn, for many years
Regmn Profussor of Surgery in the Ummuty of Dub-

Small-pox ia said to be steadily on the increase im.

Montreal, and complaint iz reade that the city authori-
ties are not tdking any steps to prevent it from extend-
ing into an epidemio.
Typhoid fever, superinduced by well contamination,
has broken out in the meighbourhood of Wellington,
Herefordshire, thirty cases baving already been report.
ed. It is said that the district is utterly uuprovided
with any system of @rainage.

The Hospital Sundsy movemment is making marked.
progress in Manchester, From a report issued, it ap-
pears that while in 1872 the amoint raised wea 6971
pounds, the collections for the current year have reach-
od 8666 pounds.

The town of Faridabad, mcar Delhi, is saffering from
a fatal form of diseans, which at first was thought to
ba cholera, but is now said to be fever accomrpanied by
diarrhea and vomiting. The mortality, according to
the latest returns, bad reached the enormous rate of 110
deaths per 1000,

The entrics at the German nmvmnhu for the year
18734 are 7467; 3904 bungforthe winter, and 3563
for the summer seasi The 1 of dical stn-
dents 2479. The total aumber is 851 less than the pre-
vious year, thers beinga fnl.lmg-oﬂ' of 444 in the medi-
cal entrios slove.

An advertisement was manﬂy irserted by the au.
thorities of & xmall hospital in the scoth of London for
a secrefary, who, in retutn for five hours’ work a day,
was offered & salary of 150 pounds. It is interesting to
know that the answera to the advertisement exceeded
300 in bor, and g the applicants were a colonal
in the army and s titled member of s noble family.

There is to be another medical college in Philadelphia
—the Medical Department of Lincoln Unive.aity. This
inatitution, located at Oxford, Chester county, Pannayl.
vanis, was etablished some years sgo, and is rapidly
growing in importance. It is intended uxcecially to
meet tho edocational wants of the negro, ongolian,
snd Indian races, The medical department ia now fully
organized, and its early removal to Philadelphis is con.
templated, where the students will have the advantage
of clinical instruction in one or two of the prominant
hospitals. An effgrt is now being msde to raise funda
for establishing & diapensary and hospital in connection
with the department, sand the indications are that the
effort will be attended with success. There is no hos-
pital in Phlladelphia for the exclusive use of coloured
poople, and the promisent and wealthy. citizens among
them will, no doubt, make generous contribations to,
and use their inflcence on behalf of the object.

The announcement of the death of Mr, Crace Calvert,
F.B.S,, of Manchestor, will not be received without
great regret by those to whom he was known as &3 en-
ergstic and fraitfal labourer in the ficld of pure and ap-
plied science.. To the public at largs and to aanitarians
Mr. Calvaert is chiefly known as the author of improve-
ments in the production cf carbolic acid, which have
led to its extenslve use as an antiseptic and dizinfecting
agent. It has proved also to be a therapeutio agen’ of
no moall value. It is by this, probably, that Mr. Cal-
vert will be best known. His reaearches, however, ex-
tended over a wide field, and included the investigation
of many abstrast researches, and oo one occasion he
nearly fell a victim to an explosion occurringdaring the
prosecution of experiments in the production of sulphu-
ric acid, His death was due to the sequela of typhoid
fever contracted rocently in Vieons, while ho was stay--
ing there in the discharge of his duty as a juror at the
Intermationsal Exhibition.
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It nust be vary gratifying to medical men to
ebserve that with the lscal government of Ontario
the qucst.io'n‘of medical coroners’is apparently a
«settled thing, .Of Iate all appuintments of coron-
ers have been filled by.selecting medical pracH-
tioners. The peenliar fitness and-qualification of
‘medical men for these functions are evidently re-
‘cognized, 50 that the battie -which has long been
fought by Lhe profession on this question now
goes in our favour. We trust-that the day -of
appointing political personages to these offices for
the wmcere purpose of gratifying a personal ambi.

tion, or tickling the vanity of an active clection-{. . *

ecring agent; bas gone by in this province never
‘to return.  The wischicf déne by this class of in-
compctcnr.lpcmom has” been suficiently obvious,
whereas the special knowledge of the ‘mnedical
man tity blm to conduct an inquest; and Lis
keener \cumen and higher tmining better fit
him for bccommg 'xcqu.uuwd with the Jegnl tech-
nicalities of the oitice ; und consequently heisable
to discharge the (lutics‘v«ith more satisfuction to
the public, and to do bettar service to the State.
The concession thus paid to the nedical profes-
sion, is a very small oue compared with the prizes
that fall to the lot of the legal fiaternity ; but
such az it is, it is caveted apparently by very
many of our body ; and where a coroner is need-
ed, and & niedical wan is to be found willing to
accept the office, it is but just on many considera-
tious that he should get the appointment. The
justice of this clame is evidently recognized, and
we are well satisfied that it is acted upon.

The great question of professional remunera-
tion is an active onc, not ouly in this country, but
alwmost everywhere abroud. In Switzerland, in
Hpain, in Franee, and in Great Britain the medi-
eal finternity ave now struggling fo advauce their
prenviary iuterests by obtaining increased remu-
nuration for profesional work.  The increased
cost of living iu all these countrivs and the higher
mtes of wages amd salaries which the working
and official classes have beeu able 1o obtain justi-
fy the doctor in demanding a higher fee. it
would seem to be a fact that of all wvocations that
of the medical practitioucr 18 tho junt o be ade-
quately remnnuuted waen the tudeney of wages

is upward.

|

ory.

Our readers will no doubt have been interested
in the remarks on this head in the Lancet, which
we reprinted last -week, showing the eandeavour
which is being made in London to double the rate
of consu‘tn.t\on feez. It would be gratifying to
witness the success of tais movement, for assur-
«dly the profession at large beneffta by the suc-
cess of and increased consideration paid to its lead-
ing members in any country.

In Ontario the medical profession is in a posi-
tion to demand a higher scale of remuneration,
and ought speedily to obtain it. It is preposter
ous that with ligher rents and the greatly en-
banced cost of &lmost every necessity of life,
medical fees sbould remain almost what they
were twelve or even twenty ycars ago, when the
cost of living in Canada was so widely different
from what it is now. How strongly does this
state of things demonstrate the need of harmony
and association amongst medical practitioners, in-
stead of rivalry and a competition- which is ruin-
ous and destructive, and at the same tire degn.d
ing to the profession. " "

We cau only ‘repeat t.hc extreme nd\ nmbxhty
of forming nedical aasoc)a.hons and the fiaming
of tariff,, soon dt,stmed we hopc, to bave a legal
effect and power, under the \Iedlcal Act, which
alms at legahzmg such taniff a8 reasonable scales
of charges, and so ma.ng ‘the proof of this fact
quite easy in a court, instead of baving to prove
it by enlhnv medical witnesves

. J— .

* THE OURE FOR QUACKERY.

The Ricbmond und Lonisville Medical Journal
ﬁ_pcaks boldly- and justly on the cure for quack-
“ There is but one rewedy ; it is o radical
one, powerful, entircly efiicient, if it be nscd.
This is the medical. press. Unfortunately, most
of these presses are afiaid to deal with this stu-
peudous evil, and are as cowandly a8 most medi-
cal societies. Those presses that use every means
to suppress charlatanism are abused and malign-
ed, and have the most despicable motives altri-
buted to them. ~ Itre
mains to be seer who are the strongest, the medi-
icad quacks and the scamps sustaining them, or
the medical press"— Boston Medical and Surgi-
cal Journal

'NECROLOGY.

THE LATE SIR HENRY HOLLAND.

Sir Henry Holland, Bt.,, M.D., F.R.S, D.C.1.
Oxon, died at Lis resideice in Brookstreet on
Monday, the 27th Qctober, on bis eighty-sixth
birthday, baving but just returned from a conti-
pental tour with Lis son, tbe Rev. F. J. Holland,
in which, as mentioued in the duily papers, he
was preseéut but a few days since at the court-

lows ; nor was his fuce ever seen in pablic med i_
cal clrc]e.s or av the Royal Medico-Chirurgical
Society, though he contributed a ‘paper “ On the
Pellagra, a disease prevailing in Lombardy,” to ]
the eighth volume of the Society’s Transactions
in]the year 1817. Yet no name was better
known in polite society during the last fifty
years, and few failed to recognise the slight fig-
ure, Bowed of late by age, and the intellectual
‘nce with its piercing eyes. Sir Henry was es-
seatially homme de s0ciété, and having early in
life gnined Lis footing ‘as a practitioner among
the “ upper ten,” it was his pleasure——pcrhaps
his foible—to be on intimate, or apparently in-
timate, terms with everyone of note. * Whether
in actual wmedical attendance or not ‘upon any
sick celebrity, Sir Henry’s carsiage was to 'be
seen waiting at the door, and he always ‘bad the
latest bulletin of the invalid’s hcaftb Admitted
83 a medical fncnd where others were den'cd he
enjoyéd great oppox.,unmes of tboroughly know~
ing all’ those with 'whom he was intimate) and
his remarks] npon decensed celebrities'i in'his" R
collections of Past L:fo," have {hrown light tpcn
the characters of many of the brillidnt’ clrcle 8f

wits and lz.tem.cura wit] whom 'be vﬁ?u?'brought
in cont.act. o !

TR SRR ¢
. """" o N FIES PRV Y
. Ttis, however, a8 8 veteran frgvi cller that §ir ,}?’
Ho]la.nd was most, remaxkable. | From the,year
1814 to.the. piesent.year:he never, we believe,
missed taking a.lengthened &umﬁm:holiday, and
bad energy enotgh. this summer .16, visit St
Petersburg, and - hdving: retiined to Londony- £
start agnin for Munich. .. Few: nfen. not. profe
sionally bound to travel conld speak of eight viss
to America, and probably no other pen cod
have written the following sentenots, which opr
early in his “Recollections”:—¢ The Danu? I
I have followed with :scarcely au “interrugop,
from its assumed source st Donau-Eschings: to
the Black Sea—the Rbine, now become » fa-
miliar to common tratel, from the infant ream
in the Alps to the ‘bifidos tractes et june’ palu-
dibus ora’ which Olsudian with singular tal ac-
curncy describes as the end of Stilichs river -
journey. The St. Lawrence k-have puned un-
interruptedly for nearly two thousand nes of its
Inke and river course. The watens of @ Upper
‘Mississippi I have recent.ly pavigatedor some
hundred miles below the Falls of StAnthony.
The Ohio, Susquehanna, Potonac, ar Connecti-
cut rivers I bave followed far teards their
sources ; and the Otiawa, grand in + Scenery of
waterfalls, lakes, forests, and mountd gorges, for
three hundred miles above Montre There bax
been pleasure to me also in toucig Upon sowe
single point of a river, aad watg the flow of
waters which come from unknovsprings or fiud
their issue in some remote ocearr ea. I have

martial of Marshal Bazaine.

The deceused baronet was a vemarkable in-
stance of o man 1ising to cmineoce in bix profes-:
sion whilst cutirely eut off from all professlonal
interesia.  He was never connected with a hos-
pital (though' Lix name was proposed and with-
drawin when Dr. Frederick Chambers was elected |
to St. George' s) he uever held office in the Col-)
lege of Physiciaus, thon"h one of its oldest Fel- !

| near

felt this on the Nile at its timf bighest inun-
dation, in crossing the Volga wn scarcely wider
! than the Thames at Oxford, # #till more when
the sourves of the ntrearthat feed the Eu-
'plirates, sonth of Trebizond.”

As President of the F Institution Sir
Henry Holland was able opularise science by
rendering the Friday evAg lectures popular
lamongst the leaders of glon.  He was always
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! were healthy. The muscular structure, although
somewlat flabby, presented no decided evidence
of fatty degeneration. The lunga were congested,
and of a somewhat bright red colour. The other
organs weve healthy.— British Aedical Journal,

ready to secure the services of any lecturer who
had knowledge and talent, and both Faraday and
Tyndzll were supported by him in their efforts to
improve the insitution over which he presided.
He was an elegant scholar and a facile and pro-
lific writer.—{Lancet.

DEATH FROM THE INHALATION OF
ETHER.

We have this week to 11ake the zad announce-
ment of a death from the inbalation of ether.
Tt occurred at the Royal South Hants Infirmary.
We shall be glad of the comment of Dr. Morgan
and of our Boston coutemlmmnc& David New-
man, aged 14, a strumons lad, who bad suffered
from repmted attacks of corucitis, was admitted
an in-patient of the above institution on Septem-
ber 25, 1873, under the care of Dr. Lake. On
Wednesday, October 1, he was, bronght into the
operating-roow in order that 1ndectomy might | mass, easily removed by means of water. If it
be performed. \Vln.n on. the table be exhibited | Femain on the part long it will’ cause’a alight ir
considerable alarm mul roqulrod 80 persuagion ntatlon of theskin. ....0*. SR
b(.foxe be way mducud w lie down. Dr. Gnﬂm [ERE B A A

A NEW DEPILATORY.

Under the above title Bettger, in the Memor-
abilien, says that we possess & new material for
destruction of hair, of a most snitable description,
in & mixture of one part of crystallised sulphy-
drate of sodium with three parts of fine carbon-
ate of lime mixed and reduced to & very fine
powder. This mixture'can be kept any length
of time without alteration in well-closed bottles.
When moistered with’a_drop of water and laid
by means of the.back.of a knife on. the part of.
the skin covered with hair, wo sce in a. few min-
utes and find the thickest hair.turn-into a.soft

bavmg taken c!nr,;u of t.he pu]sc, Lalf anounce| © ) THERA.PEUTIOS et
of ether was pourul on a sponm. cont.ﬁmed ina .
eonq of spongxo-lulme, und the latter was closely B E‘LULDO‘;I:I‘}I‘})\ITJSDIAB ETES

apph(.d to the wouth and nose. Afwr a ﬁ,w
mmutcs _inhalation, the,ether b«.m'r ncmly ex-| * Dr. Gueneat de Mussy recommended Btm“S]Y
) hausu:d three drwhms more were pom-ed on the in 1872 the administration of full doses of bella-

spouge., Shor Lly aftcr commencing to mlmle this | donmm, and’ sulphurous baths, in the tréatment of | -

second quanuty Le bcrvnn o strum'le violently, | diabetes insipidus. . He has twice found bella-
getting at length. into a state bonlex.mg on opis-; donnalto sccidentally produce anaria. Its usein
thotonos, his face hccommrv uytcnrly scarlet. D;,lmoont.mcnce of urine is'well established. Sys-
Grittin then announcesd that hls pulse, which up, | tematically employed in diabetes inspidus; it has
to this time bl Jbeen p(.l‘fectl natural, had be-: : diminished the quantity of urine pessed from ten
come very ﬁ.eblx.. The cther \ms‘nt. once discon- | Pints two pints per diem. The sulpharpusbaths
tinued, when, the p\xlw having improved, Dr. ; bring the skin to the relief of the kidneys, ..
Lake operated, no more ether being adininistered. | Dr Madison Maish, Port Hudson Louisiana,
At the close of tbo opemtlon which occupxedlwntes to the Philedelphic Medical Times a gra-
only a few seconds in its performance, and before ; phic account of his personal experience in the
the eye could be bandaged, the pulse became im- matter, whick, like most personal historics from
perceptible, the breathing was suspended, and physicians, is worth puttfm" on rec(?l*d. He was
the countenance hivid.  The t'on"u“ was drawn |at the failure of remedies when, in accordance
well out of the mouth and held theve, the calves with Dr. de Mussy'’s sugestion, be adopted the
of the legs were vigorously flagellsted, and the fullowibg following :

chest freely slapped with a wet towel.  The ef- B. Ext. Belladonna
fect of these incaswres was to causc the patient Ft. pil, I‘lf: XXXV i
to respirs freoly, to cry out 1“.",,1), and to kick” 8. Take onc three times a day.

abont on the table; but this improvement did| I took thew, with the folluwmg phiysiological
not last long,—probably about a minute. The |effects.

pulse at the wrist did not return, and the breath-{ * After three days I felt some dryness of the
ing again stopped.  Artificial respiration—at ' fuuces, but no dilatation of pupils; after continu-
first by Silvester's method, afterwards by }Inr- ing cight days, copious evacautions of the bowels,
shall Hall's— was then had recounse to; at the but no ubatement of the dinvesis. On the twelfth
same time an intermitted current of faradic elec- ' day, after taking a brisk walk, feeling badly, and
tricity was pstcd in the cowse of the phrenic#ome impairment of vision, I unmcdm.tgly veturn-
nerve : this at first cawsed strong peviodic cou-,ed to my roow, and found my ; pupils were mich
tractions of the respiratory mascles; but after dilated, and, feeling very sick, I took at once
about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour these | about one balf grain of morpline. Awo'ke in th‘e
ceased to respoud to the current, and it bccum,lm"llt found my friends vound my bed in cousi-
. evident that life was extinct. These 1neasures : derable alarm, thinking I had been dnnkmg to
were, however, still pemevered with for about | excess. I told them i was feeling unwell ; T had
three-quarters  of an hour. At the necropsy, taken some morphine, and I feared an oserdose
twenty-one houms afterwards, the bimin was During that night and till night next day I had
found to be healthy, and not much congested. |2 complete ischuria. Commenced retics, nit,
The right cavities of the heart were full of dark ok, squills, spts, ether nit., and digatalis, but
flnid blood, but the left cavitied contained ounly ! Vfor six dnys the secretion did nut exceed six
about a drachm of a similar fluid The valvesounces in the twenty—four hours, very high colons-

- gvs. xviij.

tory cure.

ed, and apparently very tluc.k I bad no fevee
no pain, no appetite, but a gencral uneasiness
I could not lie in bed or sit up more than fiftoen
winutes at a time, and felt, as patients lave dé-
scribed their feelings to me, as though T was going
crazy. This condition of poison from urea, of
belladonna, lasted two weeks, At last, ‘fearing
conatantly cows and death, I sent for a bottle of
Wolf's Schiedam Schnaaps, and commenced on it
with about two ounces ; in balf an hour rcpcau(l
the dose ; in an hour more urinated freely. It
gave me 'io much relief and T waa’so much elated,’
although I had not been out for lwo weeks, [
mounted my borse and rodn, to a nexghbouru.g
town, fourteen miles dxatance and in the trig
finished my bottle of S-.hnaaps. Tbé next day T
was sick from 'the overdose’ of gin “Bu‘f"‘nnnabcd
free‘ly, and in a few dayn it a.ssumed its tmturv.!
colour, and has 'since bYeen vmded to “tHE Amdunt
of from ten to fourteen ounces’ ptbéty regalarly‘
cverv day. ‘I am dxsturbed otily "two br thiee
tlmes d:mngn night, ahd’ tbas" i thnﬁk h’.\ort{ .

- *| from ha'bxt thitt ‘excess of ‘urine.’ *T otmélude in

this casebellmiohna ha.s ‘elfectid & Veri' sbtidfin
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e Ton e e u-~" wrole o

<uidle rirlioiog n

en ‘PHORT NOTESIU FIOT o gont

1 sottieng ginen] ped o

e te
ummzkmé INJECTIONS' ok m!ubx)mz oF 1
. 00 . MERCURY. ol
Dr. Ragnz.zom has happily mofificd the-formit
la advecated by (rambcnm by additg to the sol'4S
tion of biniodide’a little iodide bf potussiua’
which ensures @ ‘complete dissolutioti of the salts
His formula is: biniodide of ‘mercury; half 'w
grain ; fodide - of potassium, sufficient’ quantityiy
distilled water, half a drachm: ‘Thiy liquid in-.
jécted at once never produces an esthar, if it infin<
troduced properly into the conjunctival subcu-t
taneous tissue, and not the derm. W

HINIPA

BTN S

ACTION OF. VALERIAN IX mAnF:n-:s. oo

Dr. Bouchard, of La Charité Hqspxtal lms
been wmaking a triul of valerian in diabetes.” T
diabetes without sugar the medxcnmcnt. did not
seem to diminish the quantity of urine, "but azo-
turia was obviously amended. The qunntxty of
urea discharged in the twenty—four hours wun
muck diminished ; it decreased from f01ty~ﬁxe
grammes (nbout cloven dmchms) to ten gremwon
(¢wo drachms and a half). * The sanie resulla
were observed in dinbetes mellitus’ In there
cases, when there existed azoturia togetlier with
glycosuria, the quantity of urea always diminish>
ed pnder the influence of valerian. In sowe cuses
there was less excretion of water and sugar ; bué
these effects seemed uncertain.  But decrease in"
the production of wrea was invariable. Valcrian
therefore prevents denutrition, and may be con-
sidered u saving medicament (médioament d'épur-
gne). Dr. Bouchard, in respect to this lattce
quality, guotes the custom of various Indian
tnhcs, amoung whom the warriors, during a month
prenous to .going out to fight, make use of va-
lerian in every shape—in bat.hs in frictions, ar.d
internally. They ascribe to the substance the
strength and courage which they.feel in going
through long marches, fatisue, aud privation of
food. This property of valerian has been observ-
ed in arsenic and bromide of potassium. Dr
Bouchard comwenced with weak doses, which he
gradually incressed to oue ounce of extract of va-

lemn without nowcing an inconvenience.
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- OBSTUIRICS.

ON THE USE OF THE FORCEPS

By Jaxrs Morx, M.D., Rothwell, Northamtonshire,

" My late revered master, Sir James Simpson, in
lecturing to his class, used to warn all young ac-
coucheurs againwt the habit of carrying the for-
ceps with them when called to a labour. This
caution, however, aross 2a much from a laudable
desire on his part to restrain the too ambitious
Interference of the beginner as from any positive
belief as to the danger in the application of this
instrument.

In one of his most brilliant papers—that on
the numerical method as applied to surgery—he
clearly shows the value of statistics in all elinical
work ; and surely, if they are of any value at all,
they are eminently so when applied to the results
of the different methods of treating and deliver-
3ng the parturient female

No one doubts now that these and similar in-
vestigations all point to the one great law (Iawin
the senss of an observed order of facts) that, be-
youd & i;iven point, the longer the labour the
greater the danger to mother and child ; and, a8
a corollary of the above, the longer the laboar the
more tedious the recovery of the mother.

As has been pointed out of late by two or three
writers on this sabject, the teacking of the
schools is not in accord with the actual practice
of nany practitioners, both in town and country.
We axe told in our manuals and by our teschers
that the forceps isa perfectly safe instrument,
and yet so many obstacles are thrown in the way
of its justifiable use that the generslity of practi-
tioners look upon it with dread and suspicion,
and ase it only when they are obliged to do 20,
and only when the safety of any instrumental in-
terference has bewn eliminated from the case.
That I am not singular in holding this idea is
wvery evident from what Dr. More Madden zays
in his intevesting pamphlet on this subject: * Some
Jears ago the forceps was handly ever resorted to
until the parturient woman, worn out by the pro-
tracted sufferings she bad endured, was almost
moribund, and when, too, the child was probably
dead in consequence of the iong-continued pres-
sure it bad been subjected to. And yet,as I
could show you by a reference to the statistics of
this bospital (the Rotundo), in forceps cases the
mortality to the mother is always less in propor-
tion to the frequency of the operation, as well asto
its carly performence in those cases which require
it” .
Keeping in view the law, that the matemnal
and infantile mortality attendant upon perturi-
tionis in & ratio progressive with the duration of
Isbour, are we not justified, nay, are we not bound,
to use every means in our power to shorten that
durstion; provided always that can be accom-
plished with safety to the mother and.child?
Many maintain that aslong as the head advances,
though ever o slowly, instrumeats should not be
employed. Bome say, Wait on, leave it 10 na.
ture! And even though the head be stationary
or fixed in & position favourable for the use of the
forceps, wait, they say, four, six, or even twelve
hours before you attempt to deliver the woman
from her sore travail. ® )

‘With all due defercnce to the mighty ones who
have laid the fonndations and farther advanced
the structure of this branch of our art, I humbly
enter my protest against any such principle. If
it is at all justifiable to assist in the delivery of a
breech case, or.of the placenta, it must be so to
apply the forceps. We help the breech down,
and are justified in doing s0, in cases where we
Inow Nature could and would ultimately accom-
plish delivery. We extract the placenta almost
immediately after the child is born, and are justi-
fied in <oing 56 ; yet Nature would, in a large
proportion of cases, accomplish this some time
within the hour. I have a very high respect for
Nature 83 o vis medicatriz, but, so far as my in-
dividua! experience goes, she makes & sorry mid-
wife. Why, even among the lower animals, espe-
cially those in a state. of domestication, we find
that unless art step in, the parturient frmsale
often fails to bring forth its living offspring  Any
sbepherd could tell of ewes.and lambs It fnma
causss similar to, if not identical with, those seen
in women. Delay with them seems franght with
very decided symptoms. In the mare, too, the
average duration of labour is so short that the
careful attendant knows well that if his case goes
beyond & certain time there is danger. “Is not
a cow like a duchess ¥* She is, and in so far aa
that the ars obstetrica must come into playin the
one a3 in the other. It is not so with those ami-
mals which are, strictly speaking, fera!, but with
animals which are domesticated, and lead a some-
what artificial life, the act of parturition is fraught
with contingent evils, over which mother Nature
has little or no control. It may be difficult to
say with precision what is’a state of nature as re-
gerds woman, but we dc know that women in the
higher circles of life do not, as a rule, represent
this idesl. 'We knew also that since the intro-
duction of machinery, more notably the sewing
machine, neither the lady in the middie nor the
factory girl in the lower class can be looked upon
a8 living under any other than artificial condi-
tions. Natare can, and does accomplish much,
but she cannot accomplish the delivery £ women
under conditions as favourable s those breught
sbout by the art of the moderately skilled accon-
cheur; and simply because, 83 society is at p:*-l
sent constituted, there are intreduced into this
natural process of parturition adverse conditions,
pathological states and complications, which quite
place that process beyond she control of the ven-
erable mother.

There would acem, then, 0 be a point of time
beyond which danger or unfavourable conditions
are apt to manifest themselves; and it may be
broadly stated as » fact that labours of six hours
are safer (other things being eqnal) than lsbours
of twenty-four hours’ duration. And 8ir James
Simpson shows by statistics that the mortality to
mother and child is tenfold greater in labours pro-
longed beyond thirty-six hours than in labcurs
terminated within the first twenty-four hours.

It is unnecessary to enumerate the complica.
tions which may and often do arise in tediousand
protracted labour, but these would seem to range
themselves under one or other of the following
heads :— ) .

1. Danger arising from exhzustion, either of
the Dervous, muscular, or circulatory systems.

. 2. Dangers arising from mechanical pressure.

It ia ouly necessary to_mention, as coming un-
der the first category, rapturs of the wterus and
post-partum hemorrhage ; while in the second
we have placed prominently before us inflacma~—
tion or slonghing of vaginal, rectal, or vesical,
walls, with all their concomitant evils—thess on
the part of the mother ; on the part of the child,
desth or cerebral lesion from compreasion.

It is with something akin to pain that I Jook
back on the early years of my career as a country
accoucheur. Imbued with the scholastic dread of
interfering with * old Nature,” and consultation
not always being attsinzble, I bave painfal mem
ories of allowing these poor but confiding women
to remain in strong labour for ten, fifleen, or
even twenty-four hours, lméwing well all. the
time that harm would sccrue. Buot why, asks
some accomplished accouchenr, did you net help
with ergot 1—why, esks ancther, did you nos usa
forceps ¥ Simply because, in the first place, my
experience of ergot, even then, waa that in a
large proportion of cases it did more harm than
good; and, in the second place, I had been tanght
to avoid the rse of instruments as long as there
Wa2 any progress, and my idess of the forceps
were (something Iike & Calvinist'’s in matters of
of his religion) mors imbued with the dangers
than wiih the advantsges, more alive to the hor-
vors than to the blessings of the instrument
Thsn do I blame my teachers? Cortainly not.
They taught up to the thought of the day. But -
gradually and surely our ideas are undergoing
modification on this point, and ere long, we think,
it will be forced upon the attention of the schools
the propriety of establishing & more thoroughly
competent system for teaching surgical midwifery.
8ince commencing practics I bave had nearly one
bundred forceps operations, and looking over
those of them which I bave carefully tabulated I
am forced to the conclusion that the mere-use of
this instrument does not interfere with, mor re-
terd, but rather tends to help, the recovery of the
mother, and that “ the timely use of the forcepe,
shortening the second stage of labour, is the great
practical improvement in recent midwifery.” (On
this point see the evidende of Dr. Therburn, Mr.
Rigden, Dra. Hamilton, Lawrence, Milne, and
last, though not least, Dr. Clarke of Oswego,
whose paper is quoted in the Dublin Quarterly
Journal of Medical Sciencs, Jan., 1872.)

I must here mention that & great portion of
my midwifery is what is called by the financial
part of the profession *low midwifery,”—i e.,
made up.of that unfortunate class who cznnct af-
ford to give the accoucheur a higher fee than ten
or fifteen shillings. Luckily the chief aim ard
end of our profession is not that of taking foea
We are not tradesmen grubbing for money, but
weare, I hope, men of science zearching for truth 3
and 80 it comes about that these poor and heavily
troubled creatures are not all cbliged to yield
themselves up to the limited skill of the vener-’
able mother aforesaid. or to the greed and ignor-

ance of the great unqualified.

't Bat, though paying so low a fee, these cnses



‘THE CANADIAN MEDICAL TTMES.

175

furnish to the acconcheur data of great and specia]
jmportance, and for this reason: The wife of a
working man, as anyone but the financier may
know, haa “no time to lie a-bed,” and does in-
variably get up on tte third or fifth day, seldom,
if ever, keeping on her back till the ninth day,
which’is the legitimate and correct period of the
higher and more respectable classes. The very
necessity of getting about as soon ag possible at
once furnishes us with & standard of comparison
of very great value. Thus, if I look inte the de-
tails of the last fifty cases of “arceps operation on
my register, I find these women commenced their
wusual bousebold or their factory work at periods
ranging from the third to the tenth day, under
circumstances completely favourable as to fealing,
actual state, and general condition. Now letany
accoucheur compare these results with thoze ob-
tzined from an observation of fifty cases of natur-
al and uncomplicated labour, and he will parforce
come to the conclusion that the forceps cases
made as good and a5 quick recoveries as the cases
of strictly patural and unassisted Iabour. Again,
take these same fifty forceps cases and compare
them with another series of fifty cases of tedious
or protarcted and unassisted labour, anc it will be
found that, while the former approach very near
“unity as to rapidity and perfection of recovery,
the latter depart considerably from this standard
of excellence—if I may be allowed the expression
—inasmuch as, setting aside altogether therate of
mortulity, many will make more tedious recover-
ies and depart further from the healthy or natur-
al standard as measured by time, and this we
would set down aa the tenth day. In plain Eng-
lish, the assisted cases get about sooner and feel
better than the unassisted cases do.  Jf this be the
case—and who will now deny it +—can we doubt
that the more frequent use of the forceps becomes
not only justifiable, but a matter of duty? By
their more frequent use we would not only lessen
the maternal and infaptile death-rate, but, by eli.
minating all or most of the causes of death and
other pathological states, we would bring jour
patients nearer a healthy standard of recovery.
But it may be objected that the duration of re-
covery is too uncertain & quantity to be used as a
standard of comparison, and that my statistics
must be too elastic, and only an approximation to
the truth. But the same objection can be urged
against vital statistics of all kinds.  Medicine is
strictly an uncertain science, and all that the nu-
merical method can do is to give an incressed
weight of probability to the truth of our investi-
gationa. Dr. Barnes, in his admirable lectures on
the Convulsive Diseases of Women (The Lancet,
May, 1873),[says: “ The laws of numbers are in-
faliible, but not so the perceptions and the reports
of observers ; nor are inaividual cases of discase
constant uniform quantities like abstract figures.
I think the true clinical physician will prefer to
base his judgment as to the value of different
methods of treatment vpon careful observation of
the action of remedies and close critical companri-
son of casea.” This if all I pretend to do. I
compare the recovery in a given number with the
of tedious and protracted labours, using the tenth
day as the genersl and natural standard, and I
ficd the forceps cases have had the best of it.

In conclusion, I would just eaumerate the class
of cases in which I think it justifisble and obliga-
tory to use the forceps. .

1. In all cases where the first atage of labour
i8 completed and the hesd stationary in a position
favonrable for their use. Under these conditions
I would not wait longer than two hoars.

2. In cases where, though the head is advane-
ing, the labour iz tedions, from the fa.t of the
pains being too weak or having almost ceased.

3. In cases where the pairs are stronger than is
warranted by the advance made.

4. In hemorrhage, if exceusive ; and in some
cases of convulsions,

5. In cases, favourable for operation, where the
patient is very desponding or impatient.

6. In cases of a tedious nature where there is
a rigid fourchette or a lengthened perineum,
especially where the paing are not steady in
thythm and force, snd where mother Nature
seems bent on rupture. In reference to this
elass of cases I make no apelogy for quoting from
a, report of Dr. Clark’s paper in the Dublin Quar-
terly Journal of Medical Seience, Jan. 1873. He
says: “If rigid peritoneal tissues be the obstacle,
the danger of their laceration will be lessened by
the forceps. The wedge-like form of the proxi-
mal end of the locked blades is an important aid
in dilation. It prepaves the way ; meanwhile it
diffuses the bearieg of the uterine force along the
longitude of the vagina, lessening its intensity at
any poiat. Moreover, the experienced practition-
er will remember that a majority of the cases of
laceration of the perineum occur when, after long
delay at that point and many ineffectusl pains,
ths uterus, as if vexed with the futility of its
ctiorts, with one tremendous throe suddeuly bursts
through the obstacle. Reflex power, when re-
peatedly foiled, does thus accumulate, The for-
ceps, by securing the steady progress of the head,
in some degree obviates the danger,”

7. In cases of occipito-postericr positions, un-
less the labour is advancing quickly. Xhavehad

four cases of the above presentations during the
last year. Three were in the third position and
one in the fourth. There was delay in all. All
I had to do was to rotate the head so that the
presentation became occipito-anterior.

8. The second twin, if a head-presentation, and
not advancing quickly aftar the first,

9. To save tune—1ie., if the case is favourable
for forceps—I do not scruple to use the meansat
my command of relieving the woman from travail

and myself from work.—[Lancet.

ACTION AND SOUNDS OF THE HEART.

In a paper on the action and sounds of the
Heart, read before the British Medical Associa-
tion, Dr. George Barton maintzined that it was
a wistake to believe that the ventricle is dilat-
ing when the arterial gystole takes place. He
summed up his views as followa:—1. The dis-
tended aorta reacts in immediate connection with
the ventricular systole, crossing the sigmoid
valves as its impulse is imparted to the wave.
2. The sound produced in closing the sigmoid
valves terminates the first sound of the heart
3. The second sound is produced by contraction
of the auricles, as they propel the blood through
the auriculo-ventricular foramen, distending the
ventricle. It appeara to follow the irst sound,
but represents the commencement of & new beat.
—[The Doctor.

PROSPECTUS.
THE CANADIAN

MEDICAL TIMES. -

. A NEW WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE

SoRGERY, OBSTETRICS, TPERAPEUTICS, AND THE UOL~
LATERAL SCIENCER, MEpical Porrrics, FErnics,
NEwB, AND CORRESPONDENCR. .

The Undersigned being about to enter on the publi-
cation of & new Medical Journal in Canads, earnestly

solicits the co-operation and support of the profession in
The want of & more § t of -

between the members of this well-odncated snd L

body has been long felt; since monthly publications
such &s alonc have been hitherto attempted in this
country, do not at times fully serve the requiremants of
the controversies and pieces of correspondence which
epring up. It necessanly diminishes the interest of a
correspondence to have to wait a month for a reply and
another month for a rejoinder ; and it is in consequence
of this drawback, no doubt, that many important or in-
teresting points are not mere fully debated in tha
monthly medical journals.

TaE JaNADIAN MEDIcAL TrMEs, appearing weekly, -
will gerve a5 o vehicle for correspondance ::gnll pom{;
of purely professional interest. It isalwo intemded to
furnish domestic and foreign medical news : the domes-
tic intelligence having reference more particulzrly to the*
proceedings of city and county Medical Societies, Col-
tege and Univermty pass-lists, pablic and professivnal
appointments, the outbreak and spread of epidemics, the,
introduction of jtaTy impr ta, et Many ine
teresting items of this nature, it is hoped, will be con-
tributed by gentlemen in their respective localities.

If the interest of a correspondence can be maintained
and its freshness preservec by a weekly publication, is
maust he yet more valuable to have weekly notices in-
stead of monthly ones of the advances which are contin.’
uously being made in the medical art. Obviously the
sooner a medical practitioner hears of an improvement
the sooner he can put it in practice, and the sconer will
his patients reap the benefit, In this manner, the value
of a weekly over a monthly or semi-annual medical
journal may someti prove inestimable.  Medical
papers and clinical Jectures, in abstract form or in ex-
tenso, will regularly appear and constitute s consider-
able portion of the new journal* In this way it is in-
gcnded to forkish t}fahe creaxn‘bc og,;:edim.l litertimre_in =n.

epartments, 8o that & subscriber may deperd upon its
pages as including almos$ every notice of practical value
contained in other journals, “ P

Original articles on medical subjects will appear in its
pages. The growth of medical hiterature in Canada of
late years encourages the hope that this de; 4 will
be copiously supplied. Notices of cases have been kind- -
ly promised, and an invitation to contribute is hersby -
extended to others who may have papers for publication.
If the profession would encourage the establishment of
& wortluly representative medical journalism in Cansada,
its members should feel that upon themselves rests the
onus of siding in the growth ot a national profeasional
literature,

In order to gain a wide-spread circulation for the new
journal, the publisher has determined on making it as
cheap as posaible. It will appear in the form of a quarte
newspaper of twenty-four wide columns, confaining o
large quantity of reading matter, and be is=ued weekly
at the low price of Two Dollars per annum.  For
cheapness this will go beyond anything as yet attempted
in & medical journal in Canada,

It will be the aim of the editor to make it at once sn
interesting, practical, and useful journal, indispenasble
to the Canadian practitioner. It will be the aim, fur-,
ther, td make the MEeprcar Tmus the organ of the pro-
fession in Canada, as its columna will be freely open to
the discussion of any professional matter, whether of
medical politics, ethics, or ¢f guestions in practice.

As % medi forad.ﬁ t ‘ﬂxe h(xn;)oc:x& Tnmb-
will poasess the special advantage of giviug spoody pul
icity to snnouncements. The advertising will be re-
stricted to what may legitimately appear in & medical
journal, .

" Terms for Advertixing—Eight cents per line for first
insertion ; 4 cents. per line for every subsequent inser-
tion. Special rates will be given on application for
monthkly and yearly advertisements. .
-Terms for Subacription—Two Dollars; per sunum, cr .
QOne Dollar for xix menths,
Address all orders to the Publisher,
JAMES NEISH, M.D,,

Ontacs

Offico of the Medical Times,
Kingston,



THE CANADIAN MEDICAL TIMES.

MEDICAL NEWS.
Trom varicus parts of England there is evidence that
.0 Adulteration Act is being rigidly enforced. « A batch
of shopkeepers in Newcastle were charged lately with

sclling adulterated milk, and a conviction, accompanied
by’ & fine, was obtaincd in each case

Acconling to the report of the Amazon Exploring
Commission, it is common to find ou the Amazon chil-
@rn of three years of age amoking, and * not averse to
ryum.” Adults and children are given up to the filthy
hibit of geophagie, or dirt-eating, a practice productive
of innumerable pbysical evils. Malarions fever js pre-
wvalent on both banks of the river.

Hospital Sunday in Birmingham has this year becn,
more than veually successful. A larger st has come
in alrezdy than bas ever before been received so soon
afler the day of collection, and it is cstimated that the
m.nor charities of Birmingham, which this year receive
the funds collected, will have at least 5200 pounds di-
wv.ded amongst them

Professor Palmieri, director of the observatary of
tount Vesuvius, has constructed for tho Empress of
I assia » metallic thermometer, which gives s signal at
every chauge of temperatare.  The apparatua is so sen-
sitive that the indicator is almest always moving.
V'hen the variations of temperature reach a certain de.
gree, little hells begin to ring, and notice is thus given
of the rising and falling of the xercury. The instru-
‘ment also marks tue highest and lowest degrees of tem-
perature which have taken place during a certain period.

Dr. Nelaton, on the right before his death, said to
his son, “De as much good as :'ou can in life,—above
al], without noise.”” The first p.irase in his will is thua
written : *I desire that my wife shall bring up my son
to respuct religion, honour, and work.” Hia endicil ex-
pressly requested that no disconrse shonld be pronoun.
ced over his tomb, and that the funecral should be as

" simple as possible. By taste, and.somewhat through
vanity, he avoidod a display of justruments in his opera~
tions ; he called it “‘aurgery with a big orchestra.” Ho
bad a small, Jdry hand, with pointed fingers and a long
thamb. This hand was his principal insts ¢t His

OYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR-I

1 GEOXNR, Kingston, in affilintion with Queen's Uni.
vermity.

TWENTIETH SessioN, 1873-74.

The School of Medicine at Kinﬁmm heing incorporat-
ed with independent powers andl privi) : nndrel;othe
designation of *“The Royal Coilege of Physiciana and
Surgeons, }E‘ml ton,” wi its ticth
sion in the College Building, Princess th
Wedneaday in Ogc‘;fsbcr, ]Sg& trech on the first

TEACHING STAFF.

JOHN R. DICKSON, M,D., M.R.C.P.L, M.R.C.S.E,
and F.R.C.R, TFdin.; PresornT,, Professor of

FIFE, FOWLYL 3 toraan
s 4l M.D., L.R.C.8, Edin, Reg
Professor of Materia Medica. =~ °

HORATIO YATES, M.D., Profeasor of the Principles
and Practice of Medicipe, and Lectarer on linical
Medicine.

MICHAEL LAVELL, M.D., Professor of Obstetrica
and Diseares of Women and Children. ,
MICHAFL SULLIVAN, M.D., Professor of Surgery

and Surgical Anatamy,
OCTAVTIUS YATES, M.D., Professor of the Institutea
of Medicine and Ranitary Science. .
JAMES NEISH, M.D., Professor of Descriptive and
Regional Anatomy,
THOMAS R. DUPUIS, M.D., Pmfessor of Botany.
NATHAN F. DUPUIS, M. A, F.B.S,, Fdin., (Profes-
sor of Chemis and Natural History, Queen's
University), essor of Chemistry and Practical

emnistry.
ALFRED S OLIVER, M.D., Professor of Medical
Jurisprudence.
HERBERT J. SAUNDEPR, M.D., M.R.C.S.E, De-
wmonstrator of Anatomy.
. The College in affiliated to Queen’s University, where-
in the degree of AL.D. may be obtained by its atudent
_Certificates of attendance at this College are recog-
nized by the Rayal Colleges of Surgeons of Londen and
Edinburgh ; antd either the degree of M.D. or the Li-
cense of the College entitles the holder thereof to all the
privileges in Great Britain that ave conferred aupon the
graduates and students of any other Colonial College.
The new premises of the College are commodions and
convenient. Uncqualied facilitics ave presented for the
study of Practical Anatomy, and great advan for
Clinical instruction are afforded at the General Hoepital
and Hotel Dicu.
Full information as to subjects of study, fees, &e.,
may be oblained on application to
Dr FOWLER, Registrar, Kingston.

coolness equalled his dexterity. ‘¢ YWhen you have a
correct diagnosis, you know where you are going, and
you don't risk anything,” eaid he. Ouve dny, after ho-
meeopathy had secured  foothold in France, a doctor of
that achool, rubbing his hands with exultation, said to
I elaton, * You sce, we are gaining giound every day.”
¢« Yes, in the cemeteries,” added he. The Emperor
2aid to him, when he cured his son in 1867, * I thank
you, Monsienr Nelaton ; you bave saved wy son.” “*1
am glad of it, &ire,” was his answer, ** for 1 have at the
game time saved my reputation.” Dupuyiren, the
greatest genius in the science of surgery of modern
times, was his master. The pupil did not equal his
master, but he bad a greater number of clients among
distinguished people. He was a hard worker, and gift-
ed with a rarve intelligence. He possessed, too, a cer-
tain {alent for elocution which tempted him to compele

for the professorship of the surgical cluic. He failed | por

the first time, in 1850, but the second time, in 1851, he
‘won, and the occasion wan memcorable on account of the
number and character of his competitora. The facalty
of the coliege had reason to congratulate itself on having
attached him to the ipstitation. His teaching was bril.
liant, and he drew sround him & numerous following of
studious yorng men. His succesnes in the hocpital, the
certainty and the precision of his diagnosis, his sure
judgment and astonishing dexterity, all joined to much
gentleness of mauner towards paticots, soon created i(‘n-
him great reputation. He becarne the surgenn of Lonis
Napoleon ; extracted the ball from Garibaldi's foot,—
the - story of which is now legendary,~and honours
reached him from all sides.  Clients came to him in
such numbers that he was obliged to give up his pro-
fessorship. Sonn after he was niadle Senator and Grand
Officér of the Legion of Honour, Royer, Michael Levy,
and Riconl deing the only other physicians who have
received this honourable distinction. -

H. SKINNER, M,D.,
HOLESALE DRUGGIST,
Princess Street, KINGSTON.
PHYSICIANS' ORDERS for Drugs and Instruments
solicited. Only Pure and Officinal Medicines sent out ;
and prices guaranteed satisfactory.

HLORODYN E~Dr J. COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHLORODYNE. The original and only genuine.
YwrorTaRT Cavrion. The published statement that
Chlorodyne, having obtained such universal celebrity,
can now sewroely be considered a specialty, is calculated
to mislead the public. .

J. T. DaviNPorT therefore begs to state that Chloro-
dyne has baffled all attempts at analysis, the publich
formule differing widely ; hence the statement that the
composition of (§h]arodyne is known is contrary to fact.

T{:s:mivcrsa! celebrity of Chlorodyne is the ter
reason that the public shonld be supplied with the gen-
uine, not a justification for the sale of & spurious com-

und.

The word ““Chlcrodyne” is a fanciful name applied by
Dr J. Collis Browne to bis discovery, and the formula
confided to J. Davenport only. ..

The following is an extract from the decision of the
Vice Chancellor in the late Chlorodyne Chancery suit,
Browne and Davenport v. Freeman :—Vice Chancellor
Sir W, P. Wood stated that Dr J. Collis Browne was
undoubtedly the inventor of Chlorodyne, that the state-
ments ¢t the defendant Fn were delib ly an-
true, and he regretted to say they had been sworn to.
Emineat Hospital Physicians of on stated that Dr
Collis Browne was the discoverer of Chlorodyme, that
they prescribe it y, and mean no other than Dr
Browne’s.—See the Times, July 13, 1864.

Sole Manufacturer, J. T. Davenport, 33, Great Russel
street, Bloomsbury square, London.

TOTES ON ASTHMA ; its Forms and Treatment.
By Joux C. THoROW 00D, ALD., Lond., Physi-
¢ian to the Hospital for Diseaes of the Chest, Victoria
Park. Second Edition, revised and enlarged, crown 3vo
rice 45 L. Sent by book post by Henry Kimpton, 82

igh Holborn, Tondon.

TEBIG COMPANY EXTRACTUT OF MEAT. Am-
sterdam Exhibition, 1569, the Grand Diploma of
Honour, being the firet prize and supcrior to the gold
medal.  Paris Exhibition, 1867, Two Gold Medals;
Havre I;?miﬁon, 1868, the Gold Medal  Only sort
Warrsn: correct and genuine by Baron Liebig, the in-
ventor. ‘A success and a boon,” Medical Press and
Circalar.  One pint of delicions beef tea for 5 cents,

- | which costs 25 cents if made from fresh meat. Cheap-

est and finest flavoured stock for soups, &c.

CaorioX. Require Baron Lirmio's signsture npen
every jJar. Sold by all Dmgpist’s and all Wholcsale
Houses, and of LIEBIG’'S EXTRACT OF MEAT
COMPANY (Limited), 43 Mark Lane, E.C., London.

. Nomicr.  Various chemical analyses have been pub-
lished, purporting to ahow a fraction more of moisture
to exist in the Company’s in some imita-
tion sorta. 1t is extremely easy to evaporate the water
almost to any extent, butit is quite as certsin that the
fine meaty flavour which distingnishes the Company’s

t from all othera would be destroyed if the con-
centration of the Extract were carried beyond a certain
degree.  Beef tea made from Liebig Company’s Extract
with boiling hot water, will be found to be greaily su-
perior in flavour, strength, and clearness to any other
sort. This explains the universal preference it obtains
in the market. Thiz Extract is supplied to the British, .
French, Prussian, Russian, and other Governmenta.

CHLORA'LUM.

Liquid and Powder.

The odourless and wnon-poi Disi and
Antiseptic. For the prevention of disease, disinfecting
sick rooms, and removing foul odonrs ; invaluable when
used in badly amelling closets, urinals, &e. Alsoin
powder, which will be found invaluable as a substitute
for other disinfecting powders which give off sirong®
odours, Sold by all Chemists. The Chloralum Com-
pany, 1 and 2, Great Winchester strect Buildings, Lon-
don, E.C.

S optant

PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUC?S, pre by
Messrs GRIMAULT and Co., rative Chemigia,
8, Rue Vivienne, Paris, and for sale g' F. Newherry &
Sons, 37, Newgate street, London, and by all Druggsta
m"li'h Whole::lde Houses in ret;:rginitefh Stt;.tea.

ese ucts are wi e test care,
ander thep direct =u ptsicm of Dr Lxcovgza Professor
of the Faculty of Medicine, Pharmacist of the first cless
to the Hospitala of Yaris, and ex. tor of the
Course of Physiology of CLAUDE BERNARD at the Col-
lege of France, etc.

GRIMAULT’S GUARANA, a vegetable product ob-
tained from Brazil, infallible in cases of Hemicrania
Headache, and Neuralgia. To these properties it joins
that of arresting diarrheea and dysentery, however se-
vere, Physicians are requested to ask for Guarana
bearing the seal 6f Grimault & Co., 20 as to avoid pre-
scribing crade Guarana, just az imported from Brazil,
this latter kind being frequently snhstituted for Gri-
mault's. Dose : one et in o little sugared water,
and apother packset an hour afterwards.

RIMAULT'S INDIAN CIGARETTES, propared
f}:ﬂom Be{axt; of Cannabis Indica. Asthma and all
complainta of the respiratory or, are promptly cured
or relieved by their smoke. 'Xﬁe eﬁiml;' of mf plant
haa been proved by extensive uee in England and Ger.,
many, to the entire rejection of the cigarettes of bells-
donna, of stra ium, and of ious acid, and other
plants hitherto employed.

ANUAL OF PRACTICAL THERAPEUTICS.

By Epwanp Jomn Warixg, M.D.,, F.R.C.P.
Third Edition, fcap. 8vo, 125 6d. .May be ordered b{
of Henry Kimpton, Medical Bookseller, 82 Hig
olborn, London. .

QUIRE'S COMPANION to the British PRARMA.
S COPCEIA.  Now rcady, price 10s 6d, the Fighth
Edition of Squire’s Companion to the Pbarmacopeia.
Contains the new medicines, Chloral, Chloroxide of
Iron, Subent: Injections and all practical informa-
tion up to the present time. J. & A. Churchill, New
Burlington street, London.

NFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. A Practical Treat-
I isc on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By
Tromss Hawkes Taxver, M.D. Demy 8vo cloth,

rice 14s. The Second Edition, revised and enlarge!i
Ey ALSRED MeADOWS, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.P., Physi.
cian to the Hospital for Women, and Physician-Accou-*
cheur to St. Mary's Hoepital. **The book will be ax
sdmirable wark:)?f vent reference to the busy prac-
titioner.”’—Lancet. l'gcnry Renshaw, 356, Strand.

May be ordered through any Colonial Booksellers.



