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LABSTRACT OF A PAPER READ BEFORE THE MEDICO
CHIRUGRGICAL SOCIETY OF MONTREAL ON MY-
OTOMY AND TENOTOMY IN CERTAIN JOINT-
DISEASES AND THEIR SEQUEL.E.

BY W. Il HINGSTON M. D. M, R, C. S. ENG.

Joint-discases, their otiology, history, pathology and treat-
ment. and not less in their sequolw, ave among the most intorest-
ing to thoe practical surgcon. T shall not in this paper, moro than
is necessary, enter upon those voxed questions which divide
surgical writors, nor shall 1, from a pactial oxperience, endeavour
to deduce general principles for the gnidance of others. But as

! much of what Y shall say is based on a belief in the genorally
local or traumatic character of plicated joint infl
tions, U deem it 'y to make that st at the outset
Wero £ to say more I should invite a discussion forcign to my
parpose; and were I to say less, much of what follo“s would 16~
quiro constant explanation.

Myotomy or tenotomy was introduced to the profession by
Stromoyer, of Kicl, in Schleswig-Holstein, for the relief of con-
genital doformitics in otherwise healthy persons.  Dieffenbach.
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of Berlin, employed 1t ot only iu such cases, but alvo propara-
tory to attempts at romoval by foreiblo extension and brisoment
foreé of deformity Gaused by disease  He operated 200 times—
two patients died trom pyamia and suppuration, sad ono requic-
¢d amputation.  But how inadequate wore tho results may bo
gathered trom the fact ax mentivned from Bauner that while in
somo the limb was benelited to a moderate degree, in others
apchyloxs became ro-cstablished.  Dictfenbach b , had
accomphixhed all that could Le done by any ane without the aid
of chlorofoim. Langenbeck, his ablo successor (by whom I had
tho advantage ot receiving instraction in the winter of 1852 and 3)
constdered that sn chlvreform he had an agent powerful as tonoto-
my, and much superior, and often hnve I scen hin attempting
by brisemant jore: alone what could have been much moro casily,
and much mory safely, accomplished by that measmo whon pre-
ceded by subcutancous division.  Shortly aftor T began practico
in 1863, I auempted, and with fair success, 1o restoro the func-
tion of an elbow joint, anchylosed hy discase, but tho timo and
troublo to mysolf, and the suffering, und, as T betieved at the
time, tho risk to my patient, wero such as to induco mo to avoid
rvather than to dosise o ronewal of them in similar cases. Two
more cases, howerer, cane ander my notice, and while ono did
woll, wn the othor tho swelling. puffiness, heat and pain were of a
charactor to compei mo to desist from further attempts 1o place
the limb in a better position~—much }ess to rextoro motion.  But
the fup jomnt 1 had not meddled with, for I vecoliceted how Lang®
onbeck had discuntinied both tonotomy and brisement fored aftor
a short and wnatisfactory trial. Whon (1865-6) Dr. Bauer,
formorty of Brooklya, N. Y., visited Montreal, 1 listoned fo his
Jectures with tho deepest intorest, and furaished him in my
wards at the hospital frequent opportunities of illustrating them.
Lobserved in bis «flurts a courage equalling Langenbeek's, with
a result more satisfactory and les< hazardous.  Somoof'the viows
ke thon oxpressed were most oviginal  Dioffenbach, Guern,
Roux and others had preceded him in the practico of tenotomy
as prelminary 1o all attompts at brisement foreé, but to Bauor is
cortainly duwe the merit of having first recommeaded subeu-
tancous division of muscles as an antispastic and antiphlogistic
in certain inflammatory conditions of the joints

Within a little more than five years I bavo practised tonoto-
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my in joint discases frequently; as i antispadic and antipho-
logistic in morbus coxw, three times. In jnflamed kneo joints
fivo times—in all cight times. As a preliminay to forciblo
restoration, by traction or hresement foree, of the normal position
of tho joint at the knee cight times, and at the hip thirty-three
timey, in both forty-one times, or in all forty-nine times. * %

A an antispastic the operation gavo invariably er roliof’
to pain and spasm. In tho first caso in which I divided the
bicops for inflammation of the knee joint, no pain bad beon ve-
forred to the back of the kneo—a small epot i diatoly bolow
tho patella was alonc painful.  The pain was of the most cx-
cruciatng charuster.  Yot, no anodyne, no anesthetic ever gave
more immedinto or more completo rolief than that which follow
ed division of tho bicops. In the four other cases rolief was
most complete but not so marked, as the sufferings which led {o
the oporation had not beon so sevors in charactor,

Tt might be supposed that in somo cases, at least, tenotomy
might bave been dispensed with, and that oxtension alone, under
chloroform, would have sufficed. 'These were tried in tio eases,
but the paticnt’s sutferings wore such that they were again put
under chloroform and the tendons divided.

As an antispasticin hipjoint inflammation the adductors wore
divided 1n ovory instance. Onco the tensor vagina femoris, and
once, I beheve—but of thisk am not certain—thd gracilis. In
these cases, as in those of the kaee, reliof was greatest where
pain and spasm wore mnost severe.

But in all reliof was marked. In one case, that in which
the division nad been most extonsivo—very littlo pain was after-
wards oxperionced in the course of tho disease. Aftor these
operationg, as well as after those of the knee, absolute 1est was
strictly cenjoined.

In tho knco, whon tenotomy had been resorted to as a pro-
hminary to drisement force, disision of the bicops alone sufliced in
five cascs—in the remaining three all tho hamstrings were divid-
ed. Tho un splint and flannel bandages with soft tow cushions
wero then used.

In the hip joint cases tho circumstances under which the
operations were performed and the results woro s0 various as to
rendor 1t difficult to embraco ander any general observations, the
contents of the above tablo. In some cases I was disappointed
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at the paucity of tho result whers I had expected much; and in
others I obtained by steady persovorauce results I had seavcely
hoped 10 roatize. The unfavourable results were no doubt due
~—first, to bony avchylosis; or, second, to strong osteophytes ex-
tending from ono part of the acetabulum to another, or from the
acotabulum to the fomur; or, third, to tho length of time that
had olapsed sinco the inft -y disease had disappeared, per-
mitting contraction of all tho soft tisues around the joiut, in-
cluding, perhaps tho capsule itself.  Suflicient, however, may be
gathored from these dotails to warrant a recommondation of the
oporation in cortam cases.  Nordo I thiak, should the doformity
which results from the third stago of Morbus Coxe: be pernutted
to continue to exist, without those measure< being attempted.

Boforo operating it is diflicult to say what tendons require
division before tho oporation shall have been comploted.  Begin-
ning with the long adductor, and, as I hioped, to timsh with the
adductor, I have been compelled to divido sevoral additional
tondons, which scomad 1o start, as it were, into contraction, so
soon as the formor had been divided. “Lho forco necessary, oven
after division, was sometimes very great; mdeed it was difficult
and embarrassing to decido what degree of forco could be safely
borne without running the riskofadding to tho museluof already
oxisting. Sometimes all resistanco would quickly vanish, at
other timos X almost foared for the integrity of the limb. When
ostcophytes wore strong and numorous thoy would sometimes
givo way with a loud snap, or snccession of snaps, leaving by-
standors to conjecture whether somothing more umportant than
osteophytes had not been brokon, Tho avorage duration of ufter
treatment was ton months—in-hospital somewhat luuger, aud in
private much over that length of timo.

In some cases the woight and pully wero alono used. In
others, and by fir the larger number of cases, Bauer's oxtension
fustrament—nof as more recentdy moditied by him, and 1n others
that instrument by day, and weights and pulloys by night.  Fhe
woight was proportioned to the apparent stiength of paticuts » .4
tho resistanco to bo overcome. Four or iive pounds to a child of
that age—ten, fiftcon or more potnds 1o strongor porsons, but in
nO €330 Was extension pormitted to givo unoasiness. Children,
especially, bear a certain weight with apparent comfort. The

Idition of & pound, {haif: 3, or evon a few ounces throws
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thom into excitement. I have noticed the same o follow the
subtruction of w small portion of an accustomed weight.  Much
doponds on duly proportioning tho weight to be borne. Too
littlo is nseless—t00 much is needlessly exhausting

In overy case chloruform has been given to tho induction
of complote anwsthesia, and required to Lo continued a couplo of
hours or more,

Admission of air has taken placo occasionally, no bad con-
sequences have resulted, vxeept, i ono or two instancesy, trifling
suppuration, which delayed for a fow days the subsequont troat-
ment.

Although the operation has been porformed, first, so as to
prevent continunuce of ddformity in exasting, and perhaps still
active disease, or to reliovo deformity left bohind by disense, in
no cnso has the paticut's health sceified to suffer.  On tho con-
trary, in acuto or sub-acute discaso, reliof has followed gonerally,
and thun, omaciated, ill conditioned children have become plump
and healthy looking.

Somctimes it has beon thought advisablo to give forruginous
medicines, and thon tho Syr. Ferri Jod. has boen the favourite, in
other, and by faw tho greater numbet of cases, no medicines
whatever have beon administored, awl somotimes, too, the
disoazo has gouo on unrelioved to the fourth stage, with all its
diro results.

Although, in many cases, tho length of tho affected limb has
beon nearly or entiroly restored, there yet remauned evon in tho
moro favourable cases—whero tenotomy and forcible extonsion
had been resorted to in long continded morbus cox in third
stage—a certain degreo of stifuess. Whethor that condition
ultimately disappoars as patients grow older, X am not in 2 po-
sition to determine, nor can I say whother the affected limb
will grow par passu with the other. The case I oxhibit to-
night. would scom to indicate that growth 1s not jnterfered
with, % * xX%
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FRACTURE OF $KULL—HERNIA CEREBRI—RECOVERY

BY GEORGEA. TYE, M. D., THAMESVILLE,

On tho 2nd Oct., 1870, 1 way called to <0 Ellen 4., a little
girl, .ot soven years, who, two hours previonsto my arrival, had
been icked by a horse. Tho blow was recoived on the frontal
bono above and postorior to tho lofteye. Sho was semi-conscious
and suffering from shock. Tho wound was [ong and irrogsdar,
cutting through tho oyobrow and oxtonding upwards and back-
wards for about throo nches.  Tho frontal bone was plainly vis-
ible in the wound, and upon first examination no fracture was
felt. When, however, tho finger was pushed well back beneath
tho looscned sealp, a lavge, irregular opening in the boro was
discovered. Tho edges wero serrated and sharp, and in tho bot-
tom of tho opening fragmonts of bono woro folt imbedded in the
cerobral substance. When tho child coughed portions of the
brain oscapod.

Dr. Smith, of Rudgotown, way called in consultation. As
goon as tion was blished, chloroform was ad ed
and tho fiacture freely exposed. Tho opening measured more
than two inchos in length and § wido. Five fragments of bone
wero vomoved, somo of them being buried completely in the cor
obral mass. The edges of tho wound were now brought into &p-
position and retained with sutares aided by adhesive straps, and
cold water drossing applied.  Tho child suffercd greatly from
tho ahock of the operation—for a ume it scomed that she would
nover raliy. Ilowevor, 1n 48 hours reuction bogan, with high
fover, pulse 150, with s1gns of compression and vomiting  The
head was kopt vory cool, and the pulso controlled with drop
doses of Tr. Veratrum Vindo.  Soon the wound bogan to dis
chargo freoly, and heal by granulation.

At tho cnd of twelve days a bulging was observed, and
and Herma Cerobri suspected.  Pressure was applied, but signs
of compression compelled 1ts romoval.  The tumor burst open
the wonnd, rapidly increwsed, and tho integument was uniting
around its pediclo. I adwised removal, and invited my fricod
Dr. . Holmes of Chathum to aid me.

On Nov. 4 the chuld was placed under chloroform, the integ
ument disseeted back, the pediclo exposed and divided as deeply
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as pos<ible with tho knife ; two vessels bled freoly and wers con-
trolled by torsion. "This timo no sutnres were used, but the flaps
were rotained by nwnerous strips of adhesive plastor passivg
aronnd the greater part of tho head. and a compress was ap-
plied.  In two weoks the tumer reappoared in spite of straps and
compress  H inereased more rapidly than beforo, formingg a glob-
ular mase two inchex in diamoter and ovirhanging the oyo; 1t
was covored with powdered Capri Sulph, and a spontancous cure
hoped for, till it was very ovident that hope was vain.

I «ent for Dr Hohnes, and on the 30th of Nov. the tumor was
removed with the Eeraseur, the wire being placed as low as pos-
siblo. The division was complete, dividing neatly without any
hemnrrhage, and the parts shrinking back so that tho surfaco
fram which the tumor was remuved was concave—the sealp was
dissected back all round for an inch, the cdges freshoned and
brought woll togother, and rotained by strong sutures of silver
wire set far back  The parts were thon dried and oiled, and 2
monld taken of that part of the head in plaster of Paris,  In this
monld a cast was mado by C. . Lennox, surgeon dontist, Chat.
haw, who then vuleanized a sheot of gutta percha upon this
mould, forming a shiold for the furchead, and fitting most acent-
vately, thus making equable prexure over tho opemng. This
shiold was sineared on the inside with carbohized oil, and apphed,
and did woll, tilt ehange of the parts proveated its fiting propor-
v Trow had-wacomsa to a sheet of gutta porcha L of an tneh
thick  This was placed in hot waw vt perivedy soft and then
moulded to tho parts, when cold it was porfectly viged, and ficted
exnetly It was now corored with the vil and apphed, being re-
moved oceasionally to wlcanse the parts and seo the condition of
the wound  Whonover the least want of adaptation was obsor-
ved, the gutta percha was remoulded, and thus constant cquable
pressure was maintained.

No signs of compression appeared, and i a fow days the
child veeovered from the shock vf the oporation, and alt promised
well  The oxtrome pressure of the » crobral mass agawst the m-
tegument botween it and tho shicid caused a portion of tho skin
to stough, making an oponing the size of tho end of the finger,
and the brain substance was evon with tho surface of the skin.
This spot was daily washed with Argent Nit, 50 as to dostroy a
portion of it, and this hopt it beluw the level of the integument.




8 The Canada Lansct

Granulations sprung from the margins and soon covered the apen
epace.  Tho large of £ WAR now plotely closed. The

shicld was retained for a few weeks, and tho child now (Augist,
1871) enjog pertect health boths of body and mind.

—>—— e

UYDRATE OF CHLORAL IN DELIRIU'M TREMENS.
By AUG. €. KINXNEY, M.D.
HOUSE SURGEGN CHARITY HOSPITAL. N, Y.

Having served vocontly at the Work-house on Blackwel's
Island, whore a considerablo number of eases of delinum tremens
aro constantly being sent for treatment, [ improved the oppor-
tanity thus presonted of testing the comparative values of
hydrato of chloral, bromido of potassium, and sutphiate of morphia
in thiy disease.

To be suro of tho doses given, [ woighed the salis cavefully
and propaved the solutions myscit, Ot the hydrate of chloral
the strongth of the solution was 60 grans to tho ounce of water,
1 made it well diluted purposoly, as a strong solation i excess-
ively irritating.

Tho cases to bo treated were divimblo intu two distinet
classes. Tho first class comprsed thoso who, having been used
to iderable alcoholic st fus eatnor habitually or at times,
wero attacked with delirium tremens from a fow days to a week
after admission, on account of the withdrawal from use of their
accustomed stimulus, .

Tho sccond class of cases was to bo foand amongst those
sent hero 1o be treated espocaally for their dolivium tromons.
Thoy were invoterate drunkards, and had been attacked with
this complaint during or immediatoly attor a loug debauch. It
is this class of cases . whieh 1t most dufficult to produce sleep
and appetito, and in which dangorous complicatious are most apt
to arise.

Bromide of potassinm was given at first to many cases of
both classes. Under the uso of 60 grams givon every two hows,
the patients of the first claxs wonld becomo quict, o to sleop,
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tako nouri<hment, and hallucinations would usually pass away
within fivan 24t 18 hours,  Hydrate of chloral produced sloop
much more quickly, for which a doxe givon overy two hours of
30 graing was waually sufficieat. My own impression, however,
iw that it dose not remove the norveusness as efficiently as the
bromide,

In the second :lass of cases delay in producing sleop has
oven proved fatal.  Whilo trying to get the patient quict and
adeop nnder wso of bromide or sulphato of morphino, he is at-
tacked with puoumonia or aremin nnd dies.  With this sccond
clasx of cases 1 have given as high ax 120 grains of bromide
every two hours for two days without producing sloop, and I be-
tievo it to be impossible to gat them quict by this means with a
safo dose.  Sulphato of morphia I have alwo given in very large
dosc« by Rypodermic injection, and though moro cfficiont than
the bromido it requires to by given in largor doses than are
always safe.

Those of this second class of eases which I treated with
hydeate of chloral, in sufficient doses to produco sloop at onee,
recosered in tho shortest timo.  In obstinate cases a dose of 60
grains of hydrate of chloral was givon, but othor cases reguived
90 grains; in no caso more. In less than two hours tio pationt
nsually went to sleep, and slept from four to five hours, and on
awnkering another doso of 60 grains was given with liquid food,
milk or beef-tea. The pationt would thon go to sleep again, and
on awakening vho second time wouid probably bo freo from hal-
Incinations and take fuod with a relish.  During convalesconce
the bromide way frequontly substituted for chloral, with good
results  In many cases I gave tho chloral after tho inotfectual
nse of both bromide and morphine, with suceess, and in ono in-
staneo succeeded with 90 gzins of chloral in producing slecp.
when [ had givon tho bromido for 48 hours previously, in doses
of 120 grains ropeated ovory two hours. In no caso have I ob-
sarved ang serions symptoms in consequenco of the larger dose
ot chloral mentioned, but beliove it shunld bo given cantionsly.
Smaller doses often ropuated do not have the effect of largor dosox.

T bolieve that too much cave caanot bo takon i protecting
the pationt from irregularitics of tomporature. Tho Sooner we
get the patient to sleop and quiot the lexs liable ho is tu bo at-
tacked with complications. The blood and kidneys are alveady

l
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in such a condition, that the slightest causes will produee pnew-
monin, uremis, or other troubles. We shonld be constantly
looking for them and guardivg against them. The pnoumonin
accompanying dolirium tremens is the more dangerous smnco it
is rost likely to attack two or more lobes, and s apt to bo often
overlooked by the physician on account of no accompaoying
congh.

Out or 40 cases treated by various methods as above stated
5 died. Post-mortems were mado of 4 out of 5 deaths.  Of these
four, three had pnenmonia (one with pachymemngitis and pnew-
monin) and ono had urmmia (acute congostion of tho kidneys
and albuminuria), &e. P iz wis diug 1 10 tho case in
which no postmortem oxamination was made, so. that four out
of the fivo cases which died had pneumonia; out of the three
¢a3¢s in which pnenmonia was found in post-mortemaexamina-
tion, in two cases the pneumonia was found to have mvolved two
or more lobes. In two cases ulso out of three, fibrinous clots of
the heart woro found.

{Wo wmost unhesitatingly bear our testimony to the use of
chlioral hydrate in doliriuin tremong, and ean confidently re-
commend its uso in such cases. Lhe dose we aro in the habit of
adninistoring is 30 graius in a wine glass of awectened water
cvery hour until sleep is induced.j—Ep.

REMITTENT FE VER BY DR. CHRISTOR,
FLESHERTON, ONT.

£0 many eminent authoritics, with their searehing Lll([\!llle
have placed tho generally adopied theory of i ic |
boyond cavil. The object of this paper is not to change that
decision, neither i it to attempt any now discovery, chemical or
anafyueal.  Whatever this subtle poizon be, it still challenges
investigation, notwithstanding the augmented frahtves with mi-
croscopy conjoiued, to uuravel such kuotty questions.

My intention is to notice the fover as found in ths section
of countxy. Thiy Northern Peninsula, as the term implies, is
surrounded, excopting ita base, by tho great waters of Huvon
aud Maniton or Qeorgian Bay. Tho table land is situated about
2000 feet above their fevel, that is at its highest olevation, but




PLE S

Remittent Fever. 1

slopes off very gradusdly and beautifully, especially on the north
casterly sido, to the Bay. The general features of many of the
townships are swampy, so much eo that it is smd fully one-half
of sovoral are worthless; it seems 10 mo cortainly, that swamps
prodominate. The climate is very uncertamn, alternatmg with
excessive heat, cold, and frosts during overy mouth of the year.

My fivst impression was, that ague was & prominent disease,
trom tho fact of 20 many xwamps, ¢ntailing, s they do, much
decaying vegetablo matier, but in this I was much mistakon, for
| havo nover scen or heard of & pure case of Intermittent, oxeept
an imported one.

On my first debut here, 1 intorrogated a biother medico, on
the subject  f fovers, and was very much surprised 10 hear am
say thore was no fover at all in the county of Grey. Iscon found,
howovoer, that hus tonguo ran much fastor than hix wit, or clse
that his professional observations were eatremely limued—for
more than one ease soon prexented itself, and my diagnosis was
Bilious Remittont, pure and simple, and my observations led

-me 1o the following conclusions:=-

Firstly, That although Intermittents may not bo found on
these high tablo lands, thoy are not exompt from malaria of suf
ficient powor to cause distinct romisstons, and without much
«ffort to seal tho typo of fevor as Bilious Remittent.

Secondly, That tho generat partial clemance of arable land
surrounding the swamps, prevents tho dissomination of tho Ma-
farin, in suiliciont quantitics to preduce its more distinetive efteets,

Thirdly, That this is proven by a companson of former
years, for in tho samo ratio as tho improvements take place, so
is the increaso of romittonts, Iam aware in this X have found
no now theory, for the teachings of my Alma Mater ombraced
similar principles. Tracts of aguatic distrnicts, oxposed to the
rays of the sun, aftersubsidence of the wator, are certamn w thew
supply, and from observations in the British army, juts of lands
or forests of trees intorvening woro sufficient barriers irequently
to the spread of the poison.  Lam not surpris-d, therefore, that
tho prexent stato of things oxists here, but the time may come
whon overy obstacle is removed and tho full power of thosoactive
agents without barriers, may produce the malaria-in its most
concentrated sorm.

Fanrthly, I think the poison may be produced by a more
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loealized eause; every ono knows that the mafariz of Typhus
Fover may bo induced within the surroundings of individual ha.
bitations. So T think a fever of the typo I am discussing may
likewise bo produced by cir very frequently over-
looked. A fumily in my district was seized with Romittent
Fover, one or two of them taking on tho Typhoid form, thoir ha-
bitation was romoved from any supposed causo for malaria, thoy
tived hugh and-dry, had lived in the same locality for a numbor
of years, enjoying tho best of health. A search was instituted
for the ecanse, and I was fortunato enongh to find x solution
witlin tho houso. For an indefinite period sundry vegetablo
offal and dirty water had found their way through a disjomnted
floor. Whenover [ entered the room, an oftensive cftluvia met
me, and Lam conscious that that muddy cmporium was tho active
agent in thisattack. Another family wasequally removed from
any appreciable cause, but was similarly attacked; as usual the
causo was sought for; the family cloanly, aud tho surroundings
cqually so, it was nore than usually wrapped in mystory. But
in approaching tho residonce, I found my olfactories camo in
contact with somo offensive smoll; I called the attention of tho
father to it, who likewiso discovered it, and who said it might be
an animal thoe dogs had buried, but search satisficd our curiosity.

Ina rol(cn stump of & (reo was found a peculiar kind of fungus,
soft, gel and tongue-shaped, and throwing out such an
offensive vdour as fairly to celipse any reasonablo objeot for com-
parison.  Othors wore likewise found. Iore wasa solution of
the mystory. The air tainted with such offensive wmaterial, the
system being no doubt favorablo to its inception, goncrated the
fover in question

Fifthly, The type of tho fover is usually mld, a sporadic
caso oceasionally takes on typhoid symptoms, but among porhaps
two hundred cases, I havo found them easily managed, and I
thivk with moderato caro, no patient need die of a Bilious Re-
mittont in the county of Groy, exclading, of course, all other
serious complications. I have nover found it necessary for any
heroie such as bleeding, leeching, or emetics.

My usual modo of treatmont, and 10 my hands quite success.
ful, is to purgo tho bowels with pills comprised of tho tollowing -
Podophyllin, Loptandrin, and Ext. Paraxi ‘Pwo uvery six
Lowrs until the bowels ave freoly evacuated, ordering a pill to bo
taken overy sccond or thivd night afterwards.
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Ialso oxder a Quinine mixture, hing like the ing:
R—Quinia Sulp)
?\ud Nxsl dpl]] y
Tinct, Aumntn,
Syr. do,, aa. 3
Porass Chlor., d
Aqua ad. 3

Sig.—A tablespoonful overy four hours.

This is given irrespective of tho fover, providing tho sto.
mach will tolerate it.  Inaddition Tordertepid baths to atloviate
tho fovor. Cold to tho head if dolirious, or oven if very hot,and
acid drinks of any :u:ul'\blo quality, pmferrmg tho muriatic.

When 1 blished, ono of the mineral
acids such as tho nitric, nud tincturo of Cmuhona are all that is
noeded.

Sometimes, howover, I find the following to answer every
purposo to establish convatesconco:

R—Quinoidine. gr.j
Potasa. Chlor., grs. v.
YPodophyllia, gr- .
yd. Cum. Crota, grs. iij.
a Bicarb., grs. v.—Ft. Pulv.

Sig.~One every four or six hours.

In children, especially whero vomiting exists, the stomach
reluctantly tolorates bark or any proparation of it, and I seldom
attempt it until that organ is quioted, and with that object in
viow, I gencerally prescribe tho following. Hyd. Cum. Creta,
Potass. Chlor. and Soda Bicarb.

This is gonerally tolerated after ono or two trials. And
then the following mixture usually acts ke a charm:

R—Tinct. Cinchon. Co.,
Potass. Chlor.,
Aqua ad,, 3 iij—Tr Mist,

Sig.—Ono teaspoonful every four hours.  Tho Iittlo patient
s00n begins to rovive, alihough no food has passed its lips for
soveral days, and fever has roturned with increased forco every
day  The temperature can always bo successfully combated with
topid sponging. I allow, in all cases, water ad bbitum.

I will take tho liberty of mentioning what has always ap-
peared to me to be an incongraity, and very puzzhing to young




14 The Canada Lancet.

practitioners.  Tho Typhoid Fovor of infants is usnally classed
with Intormittonts, and termed Infantile Remuttent. Tho ques-
tion vory naturally arisos then, is thore no fever in tho child
produced by the samo kind of poison that marks its distinctive
paludal remittent character in tho adult? I cortainly think
thore i, for vory many children havo precisely the samo charac-
toristic symptoms of the remittent as the adult, and upon a closo
examination, I have never beon cnabled to discover tho rash of
the Typhoid class.  And, morcuvor, the remedies, in proportion-
ato doses, produco liko results in tho child as in the adult.

Whatever the modifying influences of thoso poisons in Bri-
tain and tho continent or in largo citics may be, in thie scction
of country, at least, the-student and practitionor should not ro-
ceivo those torms as synonyms, for experienco is against it.
Thoro is, thorcfore, an Infantile Remittent Fever, without the
pathognomonic rash of the Typhoid class, and which fover yiclds
to antiporiodic romedics, as in adult cases. It scoms unreason-
able to supposo that 1 2 family ill with typhoid fover, the fevor
of tho wnfant part of 1t 13 to receive another namo, indicative of
another and distant classification—dopondont in its turn upon &
posson whose distinct phonomenon is poriedicity, and tho force
of whose action is upon a ditferont set of organs—to that of Ty-
phoid fover. A satisfactory oxplanation, however, on this point
would be read with pleasure.

Like all other discases, Remittent Fovor occurring in differ-
ont persons, requires in its management, discrotion. o who
adopts a cortain unalterablo routine in his treatment will find it
moro than his match to apply it in all cases, and although I be-
liovo Quinine to bo tho sheet anchor, yet the organs, like mutin-
ecrs, have to bo coaxed and if noeds bo coerced bofore toleration
is had, and tho discrect practitioner will not fail to accomplish
1t by tho most rational means at his command, ecizing ovory
opportunc moment for ity introduction and I am suro success will
generally crown his cfforts.

Angust 10, 1871.
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A CASE OF FOREIGN BODY IN THE ORBIT, WITH RE-
MARKS BY R. A. REEVE, B.A,, M.D.

LECTURER ON OPHTHALMIC AND AURAY, SURGERY, TORONTOQ SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE, ACTING SURGEON, TORONTO EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

History*. Mr. M. a vigorous young man, omployed in a saw
mill, applied for troatment, May 31st, 1869, with the following.
history Five weoks previousiy (April 26) when at work, &
pioco of edging shot up liko an arrow from tho circular saw, &
fow feot distant, and cut his right oye. Tho blow did not ren-
dor him unconscions or knock him down, but it disabled him.
Thoro was sawdust on the wound, which was in tho upper oyo-
lid, but no sign oxternally of tho presenco of a sphinter in the
sockot. The patient oxporienced stvero pan in the part, and
applicd cold water to it for soveraldays. The hds did not become
discolored, and woro only moderatoly swollen. Fivo days after
the accident he consulted a physician, who said there was no
wood in the socket, and gave him a linynent. A fortnight after
tho injury he resumed his work, and 1n two days had to discon-
tinue it; and tho pain continuing severe and unabated, ho con-
sulted & socond medical man, who remored somo sawdust from
tho wound, said thero was no moro in tho oye, and gave him
oye-drops. The pain still persisting, ho saw the doctor again,
when ho lanced tho lining mombrane of the eyelids, which was
red and swollen, and ordored a blister to the temple. This
partially relieved the pain, but he was unable to roturn to the
mill for ueacly a fortnight. On May 29, having worked only
1wo days, he was forced to desst by a pain in the brow and an
extromo headacho, which on the day prior to his visiting tho
¢ity becamo so intense as to ronder him fawat. o said that the
wound had beon probed twice, and that 1t discharged but little
at any time, though it did not hoal up as readily as would an
ordinary cut. His sight was impaired during the first fortnight,
and when he looked to the right he saw double, and had a prick.
ing pain in the oye.

An oxamination revealed p'xmnl ptosis of tho right hd which
was rather prominent, and presented in its outor lnlf mu]\my

* This article is an_abridgoment of a papor read beforo tho Medical Seetion ‘,nx,
Crnadian Tostitote.  Seation 193071 -
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botween tho tarsal border and tho brow, a horizontal linoar
cicalrix about half an inch in longth, its centro being soft, raie-
¢d, and of a palo flesh colour. Tho subjacont tissucs wore donse
and hard to tho touch, and pressurc upon it caused a stabbing
pain within. Tho oyoball had & normal appearanco, but upon
evorting the upper lid a small circumscribed chomosis was notie-
ed in tho outor part of tho upper cul-do sas. Tho vision of the
oyo was good; its frcedom of motion outwards was curtailed,
ovorsion gave rise to diplopia and oceasivned u pricking scusa-
tion in tho ontor part of the ayo. Tho patient still complained
of pain radiating from tho roof and outer part of tho orbit.

A probo was without difficulty passed through tho contre

of tho cicatrix to the dopth of about half an inch, when it im-
pinged on an appavently solid body from which by means of a
slonder pair of forcops, a fino splinter of wood was romoved, thus
proving the presonce in the ordit of a picce of the stick with
which tho paticnt had been injured. Tho further uso of - the
probo showed that thero wore two fragments of wood, ono point-
ing upwards and backwards and fixed in the roof of tho orbit,
tho other, largor, passing backwards and outwards, its point
entering the outer bony wall behind the Jachrymal gland, the
inner end being atmost in contact with tho cyoball.

Treatment, June Ist. A small incision was mado in tho
cieatrix, and with somo dificulty the first nazed picco was ox-
tracted. It was a littlo moro than half an inch ia length and of
tho calibre of a lucifer match. The larger piceo was 5o firmly
fixed as to resst all attempts at removal, that could be ondured
by tho patient. Cold water dressings were applied to the lid,
and tho next day the pain at the rouf of the orbit had subsided.
Dr, Cassidy being kindly present the patient was anwesthetized, the
wound enlarged, and the sccond picce of edging romoved ; only,
however, after making powerful traction upon it, tho patient’s
head being firmly hold. This splinter was soven cighths of an
inch long, threo cighths by two oighths at one ond, and protty
sharply pointed at the othor whore it picrced the orbital wall
Water dressing was apphied.  The noxt day the distressing sub
Jeeuvo symy s0 long compl i of had disappeared, the lid
was quite cedomatous but the wound was healing kindly The
patient contrary to advice roturned home on the same day, and
wag not heard from for ten months. Yo had begun work the
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day aftor hisroturn, aod had not folt any subscquent incon-
vonionce from his injury. Tho cut soon healed, and the normal
mobility of tho lid gradually roturned.

Remarks.  Injury of tho orbit or tho presonco in itofa
foreign body is always a sourco of istorest, and ofton of great
aunxicty to the surgeon, for grave results sometimes follow ap-
parently trifling injuries of this rogion, whilo maoy seomingly
mortal wounds ultimatoly proving comparatively hermless. As
immediato offects tho oyo may be dostroged for visual purposes
by dircct violenco to the ball or to thy optic nerve, or tho roof of
tho orbit may bo ponetrated or fractured, and tho cranial cavity
dircetly implicated. Sccondary results moro or less serious or
fatal may superveno, as, orln('\l cellulitiy, abscess, neerosis of
tho orbital wally, meningitis, cerobral 1bsce\-x, or tolanic con-
vulsions.

The protracted and localized pain, and the suspicious charac-
ter of the cieatrix, apsrt from the uso of the probe, &e, would in
apy case, ag in the instanco just givon, matorially assist in form-
ing a correct dingnosis.

The immunity of the eyeball from injury is romarkable, and
only to be accounted for on tho supposition that tho stick pursu-
ed an oblique courso, and that-tho larger fragment took its posi
tion rolative to tho globe when breaking, afier its point had be-
come fixed in tho bone. Tho tolorance with which tho orbital
tissues sometimes suffer tho intrusion of foroign budics is hore
protty fairly shewn, for the incision sxtid to havo been made in
tho chemotic conjunctiva two weoks after the accident, scoms to
havo been intended to reliove socondary cedoma, rathov than to
give exittoa pointing abscoss. The splinters wero rather sharply
pointed, and theroforo, iujured but a smah surface of tho peri-
osteum at the poiats of impuction. Thoy were not very deoply®
placed, and do not appear tv have perforated tho orbital walls
though 1" vy were firmly nailed in it. Theso facts seem  to 0x-
plain the wapid subsidoneo uf the subjective symptoms after the
removal oftho source of irritation, Tho caso horo presented may
appear hardly worthy of record, but in a very simular ono of Mr.
Hulke’s, as rogards the size, character, and rolatve situation of
the foreign body, death occurred in cleven days. The almost
constant pain in the part injured, tho floor of the anterior cerobral
lobo and the sovero astendant hemicrania leave little room to

.
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doubt, that had tho fragments remained much longer in the
orbit, seriods cranial mischiof wonld 'ere long bave beon induc-
ed. Tho goneral rulo of treatment in cases of this nature, is to
removo the body through an wmncision in tho conjunctival fold,
dividing tho cxtornal cauthug, if necessary, to gain frce aceesy
o tho parts within; and, it possible, to avoid eutting through
tho lid lest disti or ectropium, due to contraction during
cicatrization, should result. The exeeptional plan was adopted
in this instanco because there was already partial ptosis, and
thero had been a lesion of the lid with resulting sear.

An abstract of a fow oxamples of this class of injuries may
prove interesting o this counection. In tho ono already ro-
forred to, the patient, & woman aged 21, wax admitted into tho
Middlosox Hospital undor tho chargo of Mr. Hulko, having re-
coived a stroke from a clotho's prop oloven days previously.
She was seized with totanic convulsions on tho sdme day and
died at soven p.m. At the post mortem examination tho dura
mater, and tho surface, interior, und baso of the brain wero found
hoalthy, Botweon the outer wall of the orbit and the oyeball
thero was an abscess, which contained an irregular picco of wood
about ono inch long by ono quarter wide, and several othor small
ler pieces. Tho perioxtoum of the vuter wall, at the sido of the
abscess had sloughed, and the bouo was in actual contact with !

‘ the pus.  Dr. R. Cartor, of the Strand, London, reports a case in

which Mr Clarke vemoved tho entire shaft of a cast-iron hat-peg
3 and threo-tonth's inches long and weighing 25 seruples, from tho
orbit of an old man, in Mnch it had been buried at loast ten
days. Tho patient recovored without a singlo unfavorable
symptom. Tho pointof the hat-peg probably cntored the an-
trum of the opposito side.

A remarkable caso that oceurred in the practico of Dr, Beau-
mont of this city, is roported by kim in tho “London Lancot”
1862, Vol. ii, page 142, Am. Ropt. The patient was a man aged
45 years, in whoso left orbit “a picco of rocket shaRt 5% inches
long buricd itself, taking o direction almost direetly backward,
neatly parallel with tho mesial plano, and apparently immediate- ﬁ
1y under tho baso of the skull.”  Dr. Beaumont succeeded in ox- '
tracting tho shaft the same oevenng.  There was no symptom of * z
corebral lesion, and tho pationt did not oven faint, although thoro |5
was profuso hemorrhage lusting a fow moments after tho oxtrac- f

i
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tiou of tho foreign body, The patient was lost sight of for forty |
days when ho was found *in good health, stroug and perfectly
woll oxcept tho totalloss of sightof the left oye and loss of sonsa-
tion in purt of tho faco. Tho motions of the eye and lid wero
perfeet. Three years aftorwards his momory was decidedly im-
paired.

The Dr. was persuaded that “tho vockot shalt must have
taken & course oither i diately above or i diatoly below
tho baso of the skull.” Under cither condition, ho says “the
pationt’s escapo from death renders the caso ono of the most ra-
markable in tho anuals of surgery.”

In contrast with the two preceding, numerous cases might
bo cited whero scemingly trivial injuvies of the orbit cuused by
sharp and slondor bodics, s pipe-stems, straws, &e., have result
ed soriously, and at times fatally, Meniogitis, corobrit abscess,
or totanio convalsions boing tho ultimnate cause of death.

PROLAPSUS UTERL

BY €, W. PURDY, M. D. HASTINGS.

Procidentia Uteri is rather a raro occurence, particularly during
the later months of gestation. Though well auheniicated cases of it
ate on record ono would be inclined to question the probability of

fon going on uni ptedly to the full time. Dr. Grubn, of
Reppen, Eng, relates a very interesting one which presents mavy points
of similarity to the following, which came under my care last week.

T was sent for on the 16th, to attend Mrs, P—, act 30, who,
her husband said ho thought, was about to be confined, On my ar-
tival, (at 6 p. m.,) I found that she had had quite hard and regular
pains for four hours. The waters had been discharged 52 hours.  On
making an examination, 1 found to my astonishmeat, the uterus pro-
lapsed completely, occupyiog a position between tho thighs, and ex-
tending more than half-way to the knees. The os was dilated about
the sizo of a fifty-cont picce, the occiput prescoting.  On bandhog the
uterus, (which was not at all tender) I could plainly discover tho hoad
and chest of the child, external to the vulva,

On enquiring into the history of the case, I found that pmhpsc bed
beguu about the third mooth, it being then, as she expressed it *about
tho size of her fist,” since Fhich Limc it lnd gradually ivereased till L
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saw her, when it was- about the size of a five pint bottle. She bad, of
course, experienced much difficulty in voiding the contents of tho blad.
der and rectum at times, also in walking, and she found it almost im-
possible to sit down, yet stranga to gay, eho never applied for adrice or
mentioned it even to her most intimate friends, The abdominal co-
¢ was scarcely apparcnt, and she said it had been tho samo
through the whole term. She was now at full term, to a day, if Dz
Bedfords’ method of calculating gestation be rcliable. Imay remark
that L have found it remarkably correet. Tho pains were unusually
severe, ot bearing down ; but sharp and grinding. She pointed ow
the os uteri as their particular seat. I have met somo fow cases of
rigidity of tho o3, but none so obstinato and rebellious as this one
0ld Matriz sccwed to have forgotten the requirements of naturo in
this instanco altogether, porhaps from the noselty of the position. 1
fomented and oiled it for hours, and at length gave chloroform with
no apparcot result, I should have used belladonna locally, but had
none with mo, and as 1 was some distanee in the country it was oot
easily obtained. In this instance, no doubt, mapy would be inclied
to have recourso to iacision. Asshe appeared cxhausted somewhat
from tho severiety of the pains, I gave sufficicot opium to break their
foree, and applicd a large warm poultice of flay-sced over the neck and
os uteri. Thiswas 11 p. m. up to which ime there was no hemorrhage.
In about two hours I found tne o3 was dilatiog sensibly, I contioued
tho warm poultices, chaoging them cvery half hour till five in the
morning. I then gavo Fid. Ext. Ergot, m xx, as dilatation was ncarly
sufficient for expulsion. I repeated the crgot erery twenty minutes,
fearing hemorrhage on accouat of the opium 1 had given. The re-
sult justificd my expectation. At 6 a. m., sho was dolivered of a
dead, but well developed child, I should judge it had beeo dead about
four or five days. There was oo effort or bearing down at delivery,
and 2s sho had had two childreo before she thought this ax-
ceedingly strange. Io delivertog the placents there was considerable
hemorrbage which was arrested by the local application of cold.
Lattended the samo woman in her previous confinement twenty
months ago. I was with her sbout fivo huurs, she had an casy and in
every respeet.atural labour. As it is ooly a week since the above
caso came under wy care, I am unable to give you the after history.
She is now doiog weil howeser, and it is my intention to attempt ro-
duction of the prolapsed organ 28 early as advisable, Jf possible I
shall keep it in its normal position, first by the T baodage, and after-
wards by the stem pessary.
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CASE OF MENSTRUATION IN A WOMAN AGED SIXTY-
FOUR YEARS.

BY THOS. R. DUPDIS, M.D.,F.R.0.P.8.K., ODESSA, ONT.

Aberrations of thiskind occur occasionally , they differ from thoso
cases of prolonged menstrual period, which aro moro frequent, and
which most physicians meet with, and havo on account of their rarity
and peculiar naturo a claim to a passing notice.

Liven this summer 1 have atteoded 2 woman with menorrhagis,
over B6 years of age, and from atatistirs wo Iearn that perhaps one or
two in a hundred may retain this function up to 50, 60, and cven
0 years of age, the proportion growing !ws with tho iccreaso of

cars.

" This lady however had ceased to meostruato between the ages
of 45 and 50, and bad no symptows of any return of the catameois,
from that time till the period of the discharge hero referred to, March
25th, 1871, sho being thea about G4 years of age. She is a ruddy,
fleshy woman, with a tendency to vascular fulloess, and has always
cojoyed good health, excepting a slight attack of hemiplegia of a few
months duration, that occurred *to her-about threo years ago.

At the timo of which [ am now writing sho bad been visitiog a
ocighbour, who was about dyiog from pulmonary consumption, and
who died whilo ske was present, rather moro suddenly than had been
looked for. This occurrenco startled her somewhat, and after going
bome, sho was tho same day taken with her “ turns” as she cxpressed
it, a3 paturally as she had cver been in her life.”  Sho meostruated
for three or four dags, and tho dischargo ceased as paturally as it be-
g0, Her husband came to me in considerable alarm, and I, sup.
posing it to be from fright, assured him there was o danger.  Since
thea I have investigated the cuse mure fully, and have found no trace
of organic direase, no Jeucorrheea, and no abuormal feelings or maui”
festations of the organs of Tlus pheas
resulted, po doubt, from the sudden shuck ol her ncrvous system,
coupled will\ her very full hubit of budy,and tho weahness of the coats
of the capillary vesscls of the uterus, the same conpection of circum-
stances which acting on the brain, had produced the hemiplegia from
which sho had proviously suffered

T saw her o the 9th inst., and up to this tune she had had so
sigus of any return of tho catamenia.

August 21st, 1871,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

(To tho Editor of the Canals Jascer)
Six,

In your last number 1rend with interest an avticle on tho
treatment of Scarlatina by tho uxe of warm water, oither by
aponging or mmersion, and by the applieation of lard rubbed
over tho body. Tho writor has given a very clear reason why
thoy should oo used. 1 am only 100 happy to add my oxperi-
onco—cespecially of tho warm batlung, which has always been
favorable. .

During thus yoar I have soon a very fue casos oaly of this
discase, and most of theso wero slight.  In cvery easo T used the
warm sponging, ana if tho patient could bear it, tho warm bath.
1 did not uso purgatives uniess needed, and only the milder ones
J used Carbonato of Ammowa in conjunction seith Spts Eth, vit,
the lattor boing diaphorctic and diurotic. I conceived that it
would assist tho acuon of the warm bath. Symptoms arising
during tho progress of the disciso were treated accordingly

In other eases of Fever besides this particular ono, I have
found tho use of warm swator vory boneficial.

Liast year 1 was seized wath Bilious Fover, which nearly
proved fatal. A week after tho seizuro, my medical attendant
orderced mo to bo wrapped in blankots wruog out of warm water,
and kopt well covered for two liours. What was the result?—
tho skin which was hot, dry, and parched, by tho ond of that
timo becamo moro morst and, cool, my breathing was better, and
all my nervousness and irritabihity wore svothed and allayed toa
great extont, and { sank mto a quiot duze, which greatly bene-
fitted mo.  Livory might aftor that I was thoroughly sponged all
ovor with water as hot as my attendant coald bear to wring the
spongo with, It was u comfort w e, having a tranquilizing
effeet,

Now wo will fook at its uffects 1n anuther point of view

Turst, as Lo health, What can bo moro beneficial to hoalth
than cleanhiness of body 2 In Sanuucr, afler aloug, dusty drive
or rido, we como home, dusty, tned, and perspiring. How do
Wwo restoro our tired frames 2—by going to our rooms and bath~
ing from head to foot; we are refreshed, aud almost ready for
anothsr tramp,  What would be the result of a person being en
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veloped with a thick coating of tar for a considerablo
lengthof time? It would most likely cauve his death or bring
on a diseaso from which ho might not recover, Naturo with tho
intent of giving us health through the pores of the skin in tho
chapo of perspiration, tho kidneys and bowels in urino and fieces
takes away fhum tho blomd all thuse effeto materials swhich might
be the germ of some futuro discase. Thus by warm bathing ave
we niot helping Nature by removing tho clammy perspivation
that is drying upon and Dblocking up to a certain oxtont tho
mouths of all these pores. I contend that we are. If warm
bathing is ko beneticial to health, how much more o must it bo
when our bodies are burning with a raging foser. Isitmot a
well known fact that as tho ~kin of a patient gots hotter and
dryor, the pulso gots higher, the tongus moro thickly coated,
the gums and teoth covered with sordes, low mutiering dolirium
and often coma superveniog, but as svon as the skin gots more
moist and coul, then all the bad train of 5y mptomes gradually dis-
appear.  Ls uot they stato of aflairs induced in & groat measure
by tho partial arrest uf perspiration, which prevents the throw-
ing uff by the pures of the skin thy materics morbs of the disease,
asin Typhoid Fevor, which tends to lesson tho chanco of the
patienl’s iecosery, by remaiming in the body. Louking at a pa-
tiont in this state, whatdo our text bovks recommend us to do,
and our (ummon senso'tell ustodv?  Uso warm water sponging
to axsist flagging naturo to set up & favorable reavtion on the
pores of tho skin, which in many cases is successfully dono. It
ig an established fact in India, that porsons are more liable to
sunstrohe whon perspiration 13 cheched, thas thess who aro por-
spiring freely. Dr. Simpson of her Majesty's Seventy-First Rogi-
ment obsorses * uvory man soized with sunstroke and who could
answor yuestions informed mo that he bad not porspired for a
greater or less oxtent of time, sumetimes not for days provioas
1o being attacked, and that he onjoyed good health as long as ke
perspired, but thaton the porspiration boing checked ho folt
dull and listless, aod unablo tu take much exertivn without mak-
ingagreatefort.” How many times medical men have been sont
for in a hurry to wisit a child in fits, and, arrived at tho place, to
find it in a pale, cold, insensiblo condition. What follows 2—the
child is put into a bath of warm water, taken vut again, wiped
dry aad rolled in blankels, whilst the ductur is proparing somo
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prescription.  How often has this been followed by beneficial
results, roturaing sarmth to the skin, color to tho face and lips,
and a gontle porspiration, breathing becomes more natural, and
the child gets wto a more tranguil state. In fact, this remedy
is 80-woll known and appreeiated 1n this section of conntry, that
it is frequontly used before tho medical man arrives at the house
In all the cases in which I havo used it, no bad result has fol-
lowed.

Ifin the casesabove mentioned, tho warm bath and sponging
are 50 beneficial and 50 well known, then thoy ought surely to
tako a pr posttion gst the lies used in the
treatment, of Searlatina.

Hoping I havo not trespassed tov much on your time and
space,

T remain, yours, ete.,

Hrsey M. Joxes, M. D,
Marmors, Aug. 8th, 1871,

(To the Bditor of tuo*Cansda Laneet.)
Sig,

Whoover has read.-the present Jaw specifying the physician’s
duty in the matter of rogistration of deaths, must bo struck with
ono remarkable diserepancy; regarding which, you would eon-
for a favor on some of your readors, by throwing a littlo light
on the matter. Scc. 6 of tho amendmonts to “An Act to pro-
vido for tho Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths," reads
as follows: “Every duly qualificd medical practitionor, who
shall have been n attondance during the last illncss, and until
the death of any porson, shall within thirty daya after tho deach
of Such person, transmit to the Devision Registrar of the dizsion
wn which such practitioner resides, a certificato under his signature
of tho causo of death, according to a form to be provided by the
said Division Registrar, who shall be furnished with such forms,
and wt shall bo the duty of overy such medical practitioner to
apply to the said Division Registrwr for blank forms for that
purposo, and upon the receipt of suid certificate, from the gaid
medical practitionor, by the Division Registrar, ho snall make
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tho entry as to tho cause of death of such porson according to
. the fact stated in the eaid certificato.”

In tho above the whole duty of the practitioner is defined,
namoly To report every death occuring in his practice, (no
matter wherc such death may havo oceurred) to tho * registear
of the division in which said practitioner resides.”  But Sec. 11
of tho above cited act, requires that every death shall be rogis-
tered in the division in which such death took place, withont any
reference to the division in which the attending practitioner
resides.

Novw, it is possible that a physician may practico, and have
deaths oceur in bis practice, in soveral divisions in which ho
does not reside.  Iow then about the practitioner’s roport in such
cases—is double registration required? Tho lotter of tho Jaw
£ay8 it is, but surely such is not the meaning.

Thero is another particular in which the act is too indcfinite.
A practitioner who attends a person in his last illness, is requir-
¢d, within thirty days of death, to rcport tho causc of death; but
there is no provision made for the practitioner. himself being in-
formed of such death. A physician, I presume, is not supposed
to sit by the bedside of his moribund pationt, whaiting for tho last
gasp, noither is he supposed to call afterwards to ascortain
whether death has oceurred, and at what particular moment.
How thon is ho to obtain tho information required of him, in
duo timo? I shall illustrate this by a caso in my own practice,
some six weeks ago. I was summoncd to attend a little patient
suffering from a severe attack of croup. I administered tho
usual remedies and remained in the house till the patient had so
far recovered as to fall into a quict sleep, breathing steadily and
gently 1 thon left, giving instructions that Ishould bo rmmedi-
ately called in case of a relapse, and leaving medicines to bo
used in tho mean timo. I lheard no moro of the case till a fow
days ago. T casually learnt that the paticnt was agan attacked
tho following night, and sank while proparations woro being
made to send for moe. Ilere, then, have I been for a fortnight
unconsciously liable to prosccution ; and who is to blame.

Were a Georgo Albert Mason to make hisappearanco among
us, we nught have these two problems solved any moment.

I am, Sir,
Your obt. Servant,

Wu. Monrox, M.B.
Wellesley, Ont. July 25th, 1871.
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‘T(otho Editor of tho Canada Lencet.)

Si, .

" Will you givo mo spaco in your journal, which, T am glad
to know, isbecomieg prorty widely circulated and isdoing a great
deal of good, to say something about quackery ?

I think it is the duty of every modical man to spoak out and
contribute his mito towards the suppression of this great and
crying ovil. I am oxceedingly glad to notico in your last ixsue
of the Lancrr- that ome of tho mumbers of the Medical Councit
are beginning to agitato this matter.  Thisis what it needs, and
I firmly believe, if tho Medieal Council and tho profession at
laxgo only go to worlc in good earncst, that ero long wo shall get
a legislativo onactment which will onable us to drivo all the
Quacks out of the country, or force them to pull down their
“ghingles.” This is what wo want; this is what wo must have.
Lam not an advocate of ¢ freo trade” in medicine. I say lotus,
onc and all, get to work.  Medical men are numerous, and if
thoy are only energotic and united, they can bring a mighty in-
fluence to bear on the legislaturo of our Province. We want a
peral clause annoxed to the Act relating to Quackery, as at pro-
sent it is of no practical benefit whatovor in a great many cases.
Lot us fight for it, and wo will got it in timo. 1 hope, Mr. Editor,
yor will not fail to do your.part in setting tho machinery in
motion.

Now, sir, I need not oxpatiato on this system of Quuckery,
which is so provalent among us.  There is scarcely a town or
village that does not contain its quack doctor, and as a genoral
rulo thoy are as impudent as the “old Serpent” himsolf. Who
ever saw ono of them that had not a tonguo as long as thoe “ Moral
Taw”? Thoy aro a perfect bore to all around them who are
ablo tosco them as thoy are.  They corrupt and pervert tho
nainds of the public by their incessant preaching, and in many
locatities do a great deal of harm to a rogular practitioner, no
matter what his morits aro ; for the people, many of them, are
not compotont to distinguish between merit and demerit in our
profession.

Any ono who has beon in the practice of medicine oven for
a ghort time knows very well that i great many mon in good
good standing, and wealthy, too, aro influenced in a vory great
degree in tho choico of theirdoctor by the fee thoy expect to pay
him. Now, sir, I don’t wish to be personal, but X cannot vofrain
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from giviug oxpression to what has taken placo while I have
beon wriling these fow lines. It corroborates fully what I have
just said.

Ono of tho richest farmers in this section of country, and I
may add with proprioty ono of the most intelligont in many res-
peets, just drove into town nud retained tho services of an old
Quack who has no more brains than a hare. Thero _is another
doctor in tho placo besides mysolf, and 2 gontleman of good
standing professionally and socially. Ho is at home too.

Novw, Mr. Editor, I fesl certain, from wy knowledgo of the
partics, that thoro was no earthly reason in this case for leaving
two regular practitioners at home and taking an ignorant Quack,
excopt tho consideration of tho fee. I am suro most know that
this is ofton tho case, oven with very respectablo parties.

It isnot right or just for tho medical profession to bo do-
graded by a class of mon whoso only merit in most instances lies
1o their boing abloto tell a fino story and deceive tho poople, and
who havo ooither professional or general education.

t us be truo to ourselves, and we will soon wipo out this
class of impostors, and in so doing corfer a lasting boon o soci-
oty. It is not only our privilege, but our duty, to take action in
this matter.

Yours truly,

Bath, July 31, 1870.
——————
(Totho Bdtior of the Canada Lancet)
Dear S,

1 had intended to reply to an editorial on tho Contemptated
Dominior. Medica! Bill which appeared in your columns some
time since, but havo hitherto been hindered by want of time.

In tho first place I would venture te remark that that Bill
is not unalterable. Thore are some portious of it to which I, as
an individual strongly object but it Ontario has not recoived sn it
tho consideration to which sho is ontitled, it is tho facit of
her own mon.  Dr. Howard, tho chairvman of the committeo for
drafting the Bill, had written for suggestions to the othor mem-
bers, and had recoived only one veply from Ontario.

Wo are mainly interested in considering the general prin-
ciple and groundiwork of tho Bill, which docs not, as averred by
some, yicld any giound we already hold, but only diffors from
the prosent act in not absolutely and of necessity providing for
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tho perpotuation of sectsin tho Council : medical men voting, sim-
Ply as such, for mombers of the Council without distinctions being
made.

The spirit of tho Quobee mon at the meoting of the Aesoci-
ation was most conciliatory. L can appeal te those who now
opposo tho Bilt and who wero presont at that meoting. Tho
fact of this Bill being civcuiated shows a desire for fair piay.

Tho amendments not boing embodicd in the Bill (of which
fact much capital is mado), arises morely from the fact that the
whoto proceedings have been copied from the minutes of tho
meoting of tho Association, and that it was not thought noces-
sary to go to tho troublo and oxpenso of a distinct compilation.

X wroto rogarding tho unequal naturo of tho representation
to a medical man in Montreal, and the roply was most gatisfac.
tory. Tho question beforo the p ion is whother wo wish
an Act which will cmbraco tho profession throughout the
Dominion. Ii so0, lot Ontaric be proporly roprosented at
the noxt meeting of the Association; let Ontario men ontor
into tho question heartily and in good faith, and they can
obtain aBill which will give satisfuction to all parties.

Yours sincerely,
W. Ororiaum.

(To tho Editor of tho Lancot)

Str,

T am induced to record tho following case, should you deem
it worthy of publi have regarded it of somo intorest,
from 1ts speedy course, and threatened fatal termination by suf*
focation.

Mr. B——, ago 60, on the 10th inst., 4 p.m., cailed at my office
and complained of a “soro throat,” informing me that ho had
first noticed it on rising that morning, and increasing rapidly in
severity during tho day. o complained of wmtense pain. On
examunation 1 found much iflammation and the tongue s0 much
swollen that it was protruded with great difficulty. His articn
lation was scareely audiblo, his general heafth good (save tho
effects conscquent on many years havd labor.) [ immediately
administered an emetic of sulphate of zinc from which ho obtain-
cd instant relief, and at 6 p.m. went his way, sinco which time
thero has been no return of the aggravation, nor wis any subse-
quent treatment required.

Yours, &e.,
4.8. C. M. B.
Curran, Oot., 18th Aug., 1871. )
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\\'HA' 5 IS OUR DUTY

Before our noxt issuo, lhe abovo question will havo been
asked by many of our readers, and upon the answor will depend
tho wolfare of the profession for muny years to come. Before
another issue the Canada Medical Association will have mot, and
the members will have to decide whether they will give up
a certainty for an uncortainty,—whother they will saerifice 2 Bill
which is accomplishing so much good, for ono of altogether
doubtful eficiency. Wo have no hesitation in asserting that the
Ontario Medical Bill is doing a far more valuablo work for the
profession than the Dominion Bill is likely to accomplish, while
tho latter is no moro free than the formor, from thoso features to
which exception has been taken.  The Oatars Medieal Bl
takes in the different medical seets because they wero incorpora-
ted by law beforo it~ passage, but 1t keops up the distinction
between them, and it has brought thom so completoly under
subjection that not one xingle candidate has accopted the
(supposed Jhorter) examination of humaopally or eclechicism,
or registered under thew Lanuers, while tho whole number
entering the * regular * profession has been very materially
roduced.

Tho proposcd Dominion Bill likewise takes in-ali the scoty,
but amalgamates them at once with the general profession, It
admits to registration all licensed practitoners in Ontario and
Quebee, and many who are not licensed at all, in tho Eastern
provinces, n:;-d as homoeopaths are licensed in Quebee as well as in
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Ontavio, (a fact not known to many of our readers), thoy necos.
sarily all como in togother, and those who opposo tho Ontario
‘Bill on that score would Lo just as badly off as now. But wo
aro happy to say thata vast chango bas taken place in the minds
of the profession in Ontario with reference to our Bill.  We know
that many who wero-onco bittorly opposcd to the Ontario Bill,
aro now quite satisfied that it is doing a good work, and avo
quito willing o lot it work on a Jittlo longor with all its defocts,
rather than -run the risk of being thrown back into tho chnos
of formor timos, or being subject to the glating injusticoe of the
proposed Dominion Bill.

Wo know that the proposed Bill will nover work as satisfac-
torily as the Ontavio Bill is doing. There will always bo jeal-
ousies between the ditferent sections, no matter how upright the
oxamincrs may be, as the provinces are too far soparated for the
attendance of all candidatos boforo a single Board, and the trans-
mussion of papers.from one section to another will give rise to
endless suspicions and accusations.

Upon the whole we aro convineed, after the most caroful
oxamination of the matter in all its boarings, that a single exam-
ining Board for each Province, exercising solo jurisdiction over
all porsons desiring to practico within its limits, just as tho
Ontario Council does now, i~ the only plan likely to conduce to
tho elovation of the profession as @ wholo, or promote that har-
mory, good fechng, and mutual rospeet which wo hopo will
always oxist botween the vess of the proft th |
tho Dominion.

Or to put the matter more plainly ;j~—lct cach Provinco
establish a syle Board before which all candidates must Le
examined for hiceaso to practice in that Provinco, no matter
whenco they wome, such liconso to confer no authority to prac-
tico in any othor Xovince of the Dominion. In this way cach
Province wail bave absolute control of tho standing or qualifica-
tions of the men ad ! 1o ity profession, and dents would
bo allowed to obtain their cducation in that Provinco in which
fancy or intorest might prompt them.
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HOSPITAL APPOINTMENT.

‘The death of Dr Hampton bas crested a-vacaney in tho Tor-
onto General Hospital, and wa ara informed that already there have
been soveral applications for the position he lately occupied—that of
Resident Physician  “The preseot juncture presents a favourcblo op-
portunity for a chango in this respect and we hope the Trustees will
ot fail to inaug a plan-which is in ful operation in nearly
alt-the Kuropean and American Hospitals. We refer to the appoiat-
meat by competitive czamination from among the most deserving recont-
Iy gradusted students in attendance at the various Medical Schools of
the ity Wo would suggest the yearly appointment of a Resident
Physicino, and a Resident Surgeon. This plan would effect 3 con-
siderable saviog of the Iospital fundy, as many students would be
glad of such a position for a year after graduation, and would be con-
tent with board aund lodging and a small salary of say 350 or $100
per aonum for incideatal exp The practical hardworking, faith-
fu), industrious student, would prize far wore highly an appointment
of this kiod, than any medal or token of reward which can never bo of
any practical use to him in after life.

A plan which has beea found to work so well in other
Hospitals, cannot fail to be of advantage here, and we feel assured
that its adoption would not only give general satisfaction to all con-
ceroed, but also ige and stimulate our young students to more
faithful attendaoce on Hospital clinics and more careful attention to
ospital.work, in order to qualify them more thoroughly for the duties
that await them. There will be no lack of competitors among recent
graduates, and many of these will be found quite as well quahified to
discharge the duties as somo of thoe now applying for the office, for the
sake of the salary and the immunity from hard work and responsibility
the position affords. The present Hospital staff would form a peefectly

P board of i for that purposc, the competitors
being examived after the same manner as the cxamioations are con-
ducted at the college of Physicinos apd Surgeons of Oatario which
would remove any scmblanco of unfairness or partiality lowa.rds the
students of agy particular school. Somo improvements are required
both in ref to the remi: in the attendance of students, and
the irregularity of the visits of certain members of the staff, and we
bopo tho trustees will commence with this suggestion and follow it up
by sore other imp: of equal imp to the profession avd
the public.
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HARVARD MEDICAL COLLEGE.

Wo have recorved a copy of the §8th annual announcement of
the Harvard Medical College, from which it appears that the
plan of study thorein pursued has been ontiroly changed. Tt is
now mado to cxtond ovor a period of three years and has beon
0 arranged a8 Lo carry the studont gradually and systomatically
from ono subjeet 1w another, until ho has mastered the whole
courzo. Tho students are to be divided into throo classes, and
oxaminations Wil bo held at tho end of each year in the respeo-
tivo subjects.

Tho courso of study and examination is as follows :

For the first year—Anatomy, Physiology and General Che-
mistry.

For the sceond year—Medical Chomistry, Materia Medica,
Pathological Anatomy, Theory and Practico of Medicine, Clinical
Medicine, Surgery and Clinical Surgory.

TFor the third year—Pathological Anatomy, Thorapoatics, Ob-
stetrics, Theory and Practice of Medicine, Clinical \chlcme
Surgery and Clinical Sargory:

Instruction in the above subjects is given by lectures, recita-
tions and practical cxercises, throughout cach yenr. Studonts
who have commenced their professional studies elsewhere may bo
wdmitted to the school and proceed to tho degreo withont joining
tho regular clasees, taking up such subjects as thoy may require
and passing tho i at the beginning, middle and ond of
cach year. This plan will go into operation on the 28th of Sep.
toraber, 1871, but does not offect studonts who have already com.
menced therr studies in the schuol, unless by their own choico.

Wo are glad to seo this popular school alive to the interests
ot tho profession and we hail with pleasuro this step in advance
and hopo that many other schools in tho United States may
adopt tho same course. It is high timo that somo effort should
be made to raise tho standard of medical education throughout
tho Umion and wo regoice 10 reo * old Harvard” taking the lead.
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CYANO—PANCREATINE.

Weo beg leavo to call tho attention of the profession to this
pow romedy, asamplo of which we have-reccived through the
kindness of tho proprictosx  Itis a preparation composed of ani-
mat fats, pancreatic juico, alcohol and water. chemically united
in proper proportions, and has been found very cfficacious in the
treatment of indigestion in all its various forms, chronio bronchi-
tis, catarrh, consumption, or dobility from whatevor canse. It
has tho sanction of some of the most eminent physicians in Ca-
nada,and we havo no doubt it will Lo found very serviceable in the
treatmeut of those diseases for whiclt it has beon so highly re-
commonded. Wo theroforo take pleasure in noticing it in the
columns of the « Lancet.”

a ————

COTLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, ONT.

Cho noxt matriculation oxamination will bo hold in Toronto
and Kingston, on the fiest Tuesday and Wednesday of October
noxt.

Candidates aro requested to give notice 6 days bofore the

tion, 10 the iner, before whom they intend to pre-
sent themsoly es,—stating the optional subjoctin which they wish
10 be examined.

——————

CUNDURANGO.

In the last number of the Lancet wo reterved to ths new rom-
edy and mentioned somo cases reported by Dr. Bhss as baving
improved under its use. It appeary from later accounts that
somo of thoso patients thus experimented vn have sinco died,
and others, although slightly benefitied at first, and scemung
moro che 1hul at the prospect of relick, were not improved o the
least degice, .

Dr Smith of Washington, in tho National Medical Journal gives
the result of one of Dr. Bliss’s cases, a Mrs. IL, who had been
formerly undor his own care. This was an ulcerated caucor of
the cervix uteri, from which an offensivo snd somewhat sangaine-

ous dischargo ded. There was tant pain in tho lum-
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bar region, very much agg d by the of the
bowols. Tho patient was able to move about, but was nover free
from pain oxcopt when under tho influenco of opium. The cor.
rectness of tho diagrosis was verified by two other medicat meon.
Tho prognssis was of courso unfavorable, and tho treatment
meroly palliative. Dr. Bliss was called in and pregeribed decocs
tion of cundurango bark. Who remedy was administored for
moro than two wooks, and white tho patient was taking it sho
seemed botter, and felt cheerful at tho prospect of being cured ;
but whon informed that tho supply was oxhnusted he courago
fuiled, and sho rapidly sank.and died.

Dr. Garnott of Washington in the Rickmond ano Louisville
Aedical Journal for August calls attention to the fact that tho
virtuea claimed for cundurango, if it havo any, can only bo duoto
tho insolublo resin which makes abont 27 perts in 80 of tho
vogetablo matter, according to the analysis of Dr. Antisoll ;
whoreas it is the decoction or infusion of the bark that is wdmin.
istered in the treatment of cancer, In viow of theso fucts,
togother with others equally impressive, wo arc irresistibly foreed
to tho conclusion that tho value of this remedy in the troatment
of cancor has been very much over-cstimated.  As yect we have
not beard of ono woll authenticated easo which has beon cured
by its uso.

Wo sent for samo of the bark, but have notyet reecived any
roply. Assoon as it can bo had, wo will scizo the first favor-
ablo opportanity of testing its value in this dreadful diseago.

CANADA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Wo beg toremind our readers that the meeting of the Canada.
Medical Association takes placo, in Quebee, on the 13th instant.
Roturn Tickets at reducod rates may be had by applying to Dr.
Henry, of Ottawa, Secretary for Ontario, or M. M. Wright, M.D.,
Toronto; Dr. Blanchet, of Quebee, for Quebee; Dr. Steeves, of
St. Johns, for Now Brunswick, Dr. Roid, of Halifax, for Nova
Scotin; or Dr. David, of Montreal, Goneral Secretary for the
Dominion.—(Sec Advt.)
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DR. MARTIN, OF PORT PERRY,

In the Jast ixwuo of tho Laxcer wo published an extract,
clipped from the Oshawa Vindicator, i teferenco to thu above
gentleman.  Since then wo have been assured by several of the
Doctor's triends that tho publication of theso editorial moticesin a
group, in tho Oshmwa paper, was without his knowledge or con-
sent. While waking this statement wo feel, howovor, that it
would have been move satisfactory if the Fditor of the Oskava
Vindicator had como forward and explained tho way in which
theso articles found their way into his paper.

- —————

APPOINTMENT.

Dr. Edward L. Atkiosoo, of tho villige of Ganatoque, has. been
appointed an Associato Corooer for the united couaties of Leeds and
Greenville,

Selected Articles.
EXCISION OF UIP-JOINT.

UNDR THE CARE OF PROFESSOR W0OD, F.RE, KING'S COLLXOR
HOSPITAL.

Tho case of hip discaso was in a young man, by ealling a
groom. Some timo ngo ho et with an accidont and-fell on his
hip, and subsequontly suffored from dobility, the result
oflong-continued discharge from two large sinuses, cue leading
dircetly to the joint, the othor opening at a position corrospond.
ing with the tuberosity of the ischinm. M. Wood, in the first
i mado a K dinal incision ovor the joint, and subse-
quently, in order to obtain moro room, converted itinto a crucial
one. Mo then carofully dissccted round the joint, and
divided the several ligaments.  His noxt stop was to remove
tho head and neck of the fowur, first, by sawing through the
neck with a convenient saw, having araised handle, known
pretty generally by King's men as « Wood's eaw ;" sccondly, by
applying tho ““lion foreeps.”  Great diflienlty was oxperienced
at this stago of tho operation, a portion of the head of the bone
being anchyloscd to tho upper margin of the acotabulum ; by
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moans of the gotige and elovator the difficulty was overeome, and
tho head wasenucleated. The next step was to remnvo ait dis-
cased portions by means of a gouge, curved forceps, and seques-
trum forceps, as well as cutting away suspicious-tooking struc.
tures. Thosecond stago of tho operation was now commenced,
viz,, laying freely opon the sinux over the tuberosity of tho ischi-
um, with & viow toascertain ifa communication exixted botween
this xinus aud tho ono that led diveetly to tho joint; nono, how.
ovar, was found. The third stage Was to divide the tendons of
the ham-strings and bicops muscley, owing to the contraction of
the knocjoint.  The wounds wore then cavcfully ~ponged and
dressed with earbolic acid and oil, the edges brought together
by sutures, and a light bandage applied.  Tho patient wax thon
romoved to bed, and afterwards an extension split was applied.

Mr. Wood remarked that here was an instance of cavies of
tho bone, which if no operative proceduro wero initiated, noth-
ing remained for the poor follow but a lingering death, by rea-
son of the continued discharge from tho sinuses, if not death from
pyamia itself. It way alwuyx o difiieult mattor to state preciso.
ly, prior to operating, tho oxact condition that tho parts would bo
found in, in a discased joint, and what complications the operation
itsolf mnight present.

As regavded tho condition of the joint in this case, thero had
beon adhesion of tho head of the femur to the upper rim of the
acotabulum.  Nature, in fact, endeavored 1o repair the injury, and
this firm adhesion it was that had rondered the romoval of the
head so difficult.  Again, tho carious condition affecting = good
deal of the bone, somo time was necessarily oceepied in romov-
ing all the discased parts, which hero included a portion of the
shaft, as woll as the great trochanter.  When the second sinus
bad beon Inid opon tho tuborosity of the ischium was found dis-
aezed, and portions had to bo removed, which of necessity length-
ened the operation ; while, finally, thore was the necessity of di.
viding the tondons of the hamstrings and bicops subeutancously
for tho contraction of the knee-joint.

Professor Wood, in eommenting on tho case, said :~Exei«
sion of tho hipjoint, as & rule, did not present tho complications
and difliculties that this cnse did ; indeed, in children, the head
was usually found dislocated, and many of theso cases woro quite
simple in character.  Anothor point worth noticing in opora-
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tions of this kind gonerally, and especially in the caso under
considoration, was tha nlight loas of blood.

Mr. Wood alio drow attcntion to tho condition of tho man, |
which had much improved inco ho had takon tho suipho-carbo- .
fato of iron, and ns hobolioved him to bo protty well« carbolised,” :
ho hoped pyemia would be avorted.

Tho wan has continued to do protty well sinco the opera-
tion, and his goneral health has improved.  The sinus leadingto
tho tuberosity of the ischinm stilt remains open, duc to some cari. :
ony bono atill rematning.—Jledical LPress and Circular.

— -

GAUZE J!A;\'DAGES FOR STUMPS.

P

“In dreasing stumpy, , and bm-rowmg
abscesses,” =ays Dr. Washburn, “I often found |l difficult (as, I
prosume, has overy surgeon) to provent, by the ordinary bandage
and compro 3, accumulations of pus, withont at the ~amo timo
running tho risk of closing tho orifices; or, when attempting to .
avoid this, X would g,cnor'lll) havo the wound and a certain por-
tioun of tlw adjacont flesh bulging disagreeably through the open-
ings leftin the dressing to atlow of drainage. To avoid this I
was induced to make use of bandages of mosquito-netting, which ¥
found I could apply dircetty over a wound without intorforing
with its discharge. I propave tho bandago by cutting new mos-
quitonetting into long strips of from threo to four inches in
width, and rolling it upou smalt strips of wood, so that it can be
handled as an ordlmr) loller lnndugo, It scomcd to mo upon
trial, that the quit t plished much more r:t-
pidly the closing ofs;umps, etc., than tho mothods I had provi-
ously employed, aud was, besides, neat in appearance. As the
majority of stumps heal by granulation, thoy may bo nicoly com-
prcsscd and supported by bandages of this materist.  Whore tho
material is not strong enough, it muy be wsed donble, gr tho rol-
lor passed twico over the samo place. After the bandago has
been applied, w-cloth dipped in water av spread with eerato may
be Iaid ovor the oponings, to exclude the air and provont thy
pus drying, and 60 cloting the wounds. 1 have no doubt but
that 8 bouor material ﬂnn mozquito-notting could Lo found or
maoufactured for the purpose; but, in the absones of a bettor, it
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answers exceedingly well”  (New York Medical Gazette, vol.
¥ii, No. 4.)—Professor Roser of Marburgh says, in the Archw fur
Rlinische Chirurgie, vol. xii, p. 7116, that for soveral years ho has
been in the habit of using gauze bandages in cases of amp

and has found them very convopient. The bandage is dipped in
water, or, »till better, in a watery ov oily solution of pheuylate
of soda, and is applied to tho stump in such way as may be thought
fit. It is well not to be sparing of tho quantity used, as a pro-
{eetive covering is afforded by it. A hole or thin pluce may be
left at the lower part.  Dr. Roser says that this kind of bandago
is likely to bo useful when the patient requires removal; he has
found the short transport from the operating-theatro to tho ward
rendered casier by i . The gauze bandage can casily ve splitup
or penctrated by scissors, il is oasily monstonml by a solution of
phonylic acid ; it allows tho secretions from thoe wound to escape.
In 1868 ho hnd to porform amputation of both upper arms i a
man who had beon injured by a threshing. machine.  WLho paticnt
was ablo to sit up at the end of tho wcond week, tho bandage afs
fording a light and-at tho same time firm support. Ho has also
used it succcssfully in eascs ot high amputation of the thigh, of
Pirogofl’s amputation of the foot, cte. Tho parts.iwero brought
togothar partly by sutures, partly by means of the bandage.~
British Med. Journal.

- —

A’ NEW PUYSICAL LAW.

Ror tho purpose of verifying and moasuring the forco
ovolved: in the dilatation of water in freczing, which has boen
known to bo sufficient to burst M. Bousingault has dis-
covered an important fact by means of a very simplo experi-
ment. Ifo filled, very exactly, astcol cannon with wator at a
low temporature, and having introduced into it o steel needlo,
closed it hermetically. Whon this apparatus was placed in s
tomperature of 23° bolow zero it was asertained, by tho sound
of tho nocdlo falling through it whon it was turned upsido dowa,
that it was not frozen, but tho momont it was opened tho water
solidified immediatoly. It is proved by this experiment that
wator placed in such condition that it cannot dilate, is incapable
of boing frozon.—AMedical Press and Circulor.
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A NEW BULLET EX4'RACTOR.

The shooting of Head-constable Talbot, and tho difficulty
oxperienced in finding the fragments of the bultot, have suggest-
cd the construction of a new instrument, or rather 2 modification
of the electric probe, Ly which Dr. Lvory Kennedy, of Dublin,
hopes to mako the detection and removal of the bail a matter of
certainty.

The eleetric probe, s our readers know. ix formed of two
wires, insulated from cuch other, and to each of which the oppo-
sito poles of a battery aro attached.  As long as tho points of
theso wires are separatea from each other the battory is quics-
cent, but the moment the ends touch the ball, and thus make
uictallic connexion, tho battory rings a bell.  Thus far the in-
strument is only applicablo to the diagnosis of the bullot, but Dr.
Kennedy hopes to mako it efticient for extracung it also. Tho
wires of *he probe aro mado of platinum, which, the instant the
ball is touched, fuso by the heat cvolved by the electricity into 8
solder with the lead, and becoming thus adheront, the ball. may
be removed without any second proceoding.  Tho ozide of lead
on tho outside of’ tho ball forms an obstaclo to the passago of the
olectricity, but this difficulty is romoved by tho tipping of the
points of tho-wiros with nitrato of ammonia, which immediately
dissolves the film of oxide, and produces a clean surface, suitablo
for tho cofusion of tho motals. Dr. Kennedy is ongaged in ox-
periments with Mr. Yates for the porfeotion of the instrumont,
Wo shall publish a full and doscriptive illustration of the instru-
mont when these oxporiments havo concluded.—Medical Press
and Cireular.

———

Musrarp 70 MAKE Lrrcues Taxe.—¢ Having had oceasion
to order a mustard poultice for & patient, it became requisito 1w
put somo leoches on tho same place. I was told that thoy fasten-
cd instantly, flled rapidly, and that tho blood streamed after
wards into bread poultices as if it would nover stop. I took tho
hint ; and now, whenover X ordor leoches, T always bave a mus.
tard paultice applied first, then tholecches (two or threo instead
of halfa dozen), and then bread poultices. Thoro is less trouble
for thoso who bavo to apply tho leeches, far lessannoyance, weari-
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nesy, and exhaustion for the paticut,and a much moro satisfac-
tory result.  The flow of blood is, however o much greater than
would bo thought likely or possible that 1 thinl it right to add a
fow words of caution. A few days ago. one of my patients, a
young lady grown up, and of average styength, bled-to fainting
from only two lecches applied in this way.—R. L., London Lan-
cet.

REMOVAL OF A BOUGIE FROM THE BLADDER Ob *
PREGNANT WOMAXN.

BY PROY. ERICHSEN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL LONDON.

M. ), aged 21, was admitted December, 1870, haviug been seot up
by Mr. Swindell, of Whetstone. The patient had been engaged as a
housemaid up to onc month before admissivn. She way in perfect
health till about one month previously, when she commenced to have
pain on passing urine, lasting a short time afterwards, The pain
during micturition was of a prickiog character, and after it she felt as
if thero were something more to come away. Lately the urine had
contaiped blood and matter. She passed it with considerable strain-
ing, and the pain remaised the same. The pain was fncreased by
movement. During the weck before admission, she suffered from in-
contincoce of urinc, which escaped involuntary every few minutes.
She had occasionally passed frogmeats of grit. She said that she was
quite regular in her periods up to two months before admission, sioce
when she had scen nothing; but she was extremely reticent, and did
not apswer questions readily.

On admission the girl wisa fat abwmic girl.  She was suffering from
constant sncontinence of urine, and tho thighs aud pates were slightly
excoristed in conscquence. Some of the urino which was collected
was found to be atkalioe, free from alt albumen, aud depositing a con-
siderablo amount of pus and triple phosphates. There was scarcely
any blood. On December 20th, she passed 2 smell gritty fragment,
which was fouud to be composed catirely of phosph Mr. Erich
sounded her, under chloroforw, aod found a caleulus, It gave a dis
tinet click when struck with the sound. It seemed to be of consider-
able size, was cvidently phosphatic, and could be felt with the finger
through the aoterior saginal wall.

On December 21st, the patient being tied up in the lithotowmy-posi-
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tion, M. Erichsen passed a full-sized male median’ lithotomy-staff, and
ofened tho urethra at the vaginal aspect, dividing the under surface for
about one inch. A pair of small lithotomy-foreeps were then passed
into the bladder, and the forcign body was removed.  On eSamination,
it was found to be a No. 4 malo gum-clastic bougieicoiled up, aud
coated with phosphiates to the thick of about ixteenth of an
inch, The ivory head was not covered with any deposit, and had
doubtless been tho cause of the distinct click heurd on sounding. The
wound in the urethra wwas brought together with silver sutures, and a
catheter tied in.  The patient was then removed to bed,%aud an Tudia
rubker tube attached to the catheter to carry off the urine.

‘The paticat went on well tilt December 25th, when some haemor-
rhage occurred from the vagina, which ceased after o slight loss of
blood. This was repeated on the 26th and 27th, until the paticnt was
much weakened by loss of blood. It was then found, on further exa-
mination, that ehe was o the fourth month of preguancy, aud that
abortion was threatcoing. She was transferred to the care of Dr.
Grailey Hewitt. under whose treatment tho progeess of miscarriage was
stayed ; and che gradually recovered, leaving the hospital iu about a
month after the operation.

Mr. Erichsen stated that this caso was estremely interesting in a
wedico-legal 25 well as in a surgical point of view. Here wasan un.
marricd girl pregoant, with impending abortion, in whose bladder a
male gum-clastic bougie was found. Thero could be no doubt in the
minds of any conversant with the practices that wero unfortunately
notoriously rif¢ in this country—though less 5o than in some others—
that the bougic had been employed for tho purpose of procuring abor.
tion; that it had becn uced by an unskilled hand ; that the urethral
orifice had been mistaken for the os uteri; and that the instrument,
haviog slipped in, had occasioned the symptoms of calculus for which
sho had been adwitted.  His suspicions as to the alleged ealeulus
being, or having for a nucleus, a foreign body, had been aroused by the
reticence of the girl, but he bad thought, as is very common in such
cases, that the foreign body, whatever it might be, had been introduced
to gratify sensual feelings, rather thau with a postively crimoal intent,
Stone in the bladder was o rare ie young women, that, when a caleu.
lous mass was found, it was almost invariably found around some
extraucous body, such as a hair-pin, a picco of pencil, ete., that had
been accidentally slipped into the urethra. In this case, tho mode of
introduction was different; and there could bo no doubt, from the
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oature of the foreiga body and from the coexistence of pregnancy, as to
the motives that had sugzested its use. It had probably-been in the
bladder about two months, judging by the quaatity of phosphates by
which it was enotusted.  The bougie, 23 usually happens, was coiled up
into one mass; and the ivory handle, being free and uncoated, gavo a
clear-and distinet click to the sound.

‘With respeet to the operation, Mr. Ericlisen performed uret}
fustead of dilating the urethrs, as he thought-that, as the mass was
zather large, the canal might be over-stretched, and incontinenco would
thea result. The eut in the urethra was immediately closed by silver
satures,—Jritish- Medical Journal.

PROFESSOR TYNDALL ON DISEASE AND SMOKE.

The ablo Jecturo of Professor Tyndall at the Royal Institu-
tion, wlnch wo lately nolxccd in the MrvicAr Press, has been
blished in our h porary, Nature. 'We take from
tlnt. Report a few passages to show haw tho lecturer first of all
dealt with the germ theory of discase, aud then passed on to dey-
cribo a practical Hlustration of how his views on dust and smoke
had enabled him to constract a fireman's respirator, which pro-
mizes to bo of the greatest-value.

As regards tho lowest torms of life, the world is divided, and
has for a long timo been divided into two partics, the ono aflirm-
ing that you havo only to submit absolutoly dead matter to certain
physical conditions to ovolvo from it certain living things; the
others, without wishing 10 set bounds to the power of matter,
affirming that in our day no lifo has cver beon found to arise in-
depondently of pro-existing life.  Many of you are aware that I
bolong to tho party which claims lifo as a devivative of life. Tho
question bas two factors : the ovidenco, and tho mind that judges
of the evidenco . and you will not forgoet that it may bo puvely a
mental sot or bias on my part that causes mo thronghout this
discussion from Leginning o end, o s¢o on the one side dubioas
facts and dofoctive logic, and on tho other side firm reasoning
and a knowledge of what rigid exporimental inquiry demands.
But judged of practically, what, again, has the question of Spon-
tancous Goneration to do with us? Let ussce. Thore aro nu-
merous discases of men aod animals that me d bly the
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products of parasitic lifo, and such diseases may tako t.uo most
terriblo opidemic forms, as in the caso of the sulkiworms of France
in our day. Now it is in tho highest dogreo important to know
whother tho pavasites in question aro spontancously developed,
or are wafted from without to thoso afificted with the diseaso.
The means of provention, if notof cure, would be widely difforent
in tho two enses.

But this is.by no means all.  Besides these isaily ad-
mitted cages, thero is tho bread theory now broached and daily
growing in strongth and clearncss—daily, indeed, gaining more
and more of assont from tho most successful workers and profound
thinkers of tho medical profession itself—tho theory, namely, that
contagious discases gencrally arc of this parasitic character.  XT
had heatd o1 read unything since to cause mo to regrot having
introduced this theory to your notico moro than i’ yoar ago, I
should horo fraukly express that regrot. I would renounce in
your presence whatever leaning towards the gorm theory my
words might then have betrayed. Lot mostate in two sontonces
the grounds on which the supportors of the theory rely. From
their respectivo viruses you may plant typhoid fevor, scarlatina,
or small-pox, What is the crop that arises from this husbandry ?
As surely as tho thistle rises from. a thistle sced, as surely as
the fig comes from the fig, the grapo from the grapo, the
thorn from the thorn, so surely does the typhoid virus increaso
and multiply into typhoid fover, the :carlation virus nto scarla-
ting, the small-pox vivus iuto small-pox.  What is the conclusion
that suggests itself hero 7 It is this :—That the thing which we
vaguoly call a virus is to all intonts apd purposes a seed. that in
the wholo raugo of chemical scienco you cannot point to an ac,
tion which illustrates this perfect purallolism with the phono.
mean of life —this demonstrated power of self-multiplication and
roproducti Thero is, the ¢, no hypothesis to account for
the phonomonabut that which refers them to parasitic life.

And here you sce tho beaving of thedoctrine of Spontancous
Generation upon tho question.  Yor if the doctrino continues to
Do diseredited as it has hitherto been, it will follow that the cpi-
demies which spread havoc amongst us from time to timo are not
spontancousty gencrated, but that thoy avise from an ancestral
stock whoso habitat is the human body itsolf. It is not on bad
air or foul draine that tho attention of the physician will primari-
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ly be fixed, but mpun disease germs which no bad aur or foul draius
can creato, but which may Lo pushied by foul air into sirulent
energ) of ropreductivn.  You may think I am treading on dan-
gerous gronnd, that I am putting forth views that may interfore
with salutary practice.  No such thing. If you wish to learn
the impotonce of medical scivnce and practico in dealing with
contagivus disenses, you haso vuly to refer tu a recont Tlarvoian
Oration by Dr. Gull.  Such dixeases defy the physician.  They
must burn themsclves out.  And, indeed, this, though I do not
speeially insist upon at, would favour tie idea of their vital uri-
gin.  For if the sceds of contugivas discase bo themselves living
thingy, it will Le dificult 1o destroy oithor them ur thoir progeny
withoul involving lheir living kabitat in tho sme destruction.
Tawent somo time ago inta & manufactory (n one of vur Jarge
towns, where irun wessels a1e enamolled by coating them with a
mincral powder, and subjecting thom to a lieat sufficicnt to.fuse
the powder. Tho erganization of the establis] was oxcel
lent, and one thing only was needed to make it faultless, Tua
large ruvm a number of Womon woro engaged cusvering tho ves
sols. Tho air was ladon with the fine dust, aud their faces ap-
peared as white and blovaless as the powder with which they
worked. By tho use of cotton-woul respiraturs theso women
might b caused tv broathe more free from suspended matiers
than that of the open street,  Over a year ago I was written to
by a Lancashiro secdsman, who stated that during the seed soasun
of each year, his men suffered hornbly trom irritation and fover,
s0 that many of them left his service.  He asked me could [ holp
him, and I gavo hum my advice. At tho conddasion of the seasun
this year, ho wrote to mo that ho had simply tolded a itle cot-
torn woul in mushn, and tied it in front of tho mouth, that he
had passed through the sewson in comfort and without a single
complaint from one of hismen.
The substanco has also been turned to othoruses.  An inva-
lid tells mo that at mght he places a Iittlo of tho wool beforo Jus
mouth, shightly mowtening it tv make it adhero, that he has
thereby prolonged his slecp, abated the armtation of his throat,
and greatly mitigated n hacking cough from-which ho had long
sufforcd. In fact, thero is no doubt that this substanco is capa-
blo of manifold useful applicatons An objection was urged
against the use of it: that it becamo wet and heated by the
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breath.  While I was casting abuuib lut o temedy o s, a tiend
torwarded me from Nowcastle a form of respieator msented by
Mr Cacrich, au hotol-heopor ae Glasgon, which meets the case
effectually, and, by a <light mudilicauon, may bo causeu w meot
it perfectly.

Qur fire-cacapun are cindiin chargo of a singlo man, ana 1
wished tu Lo ablo tv placo itin the power ot each ot those mon to
ponetrate through the densest siuho o the recesses of a house,
16 rusiue thure who wight uthurwise be saifveated vr burne. I
thuught that witon woul, which so offeciunily arresied dust, mignt
alsu be influentinl in acresting smoke. 4 was tned, but, though
found :vothing in cettain gestle hnds ol stvhe, it was no match
for the pungout fumes of & rosnvus dite, which we vmploy 1 our
experiments i tho laburatory. and whach, Lam grautied 10 learn
from Captain Shaw, cvolies the mo~t sbuminable smoke with
which he s acquainted. T ast aboui fur an smprovement, and
in conversing on the subject with my friend Dr. Debus, he sug-
gested the use-uf glycerine v moisten the woul, and ronder 1t
more adhiesive.  Iu facy, this vory subsianco had beon omployed
by the must distinguisbed advouate of the duetrine of spontane-
ous generativa, M. Pouchet, tu1 the purpuse of catehing the at-
mospheric gorms o spread a filne of glycenino ou a plate of
elass, urged air agalust the filmy, wid oxanuned thy dust which
stuck to it. The muistening of thy ottun woul with the sub-
stance was & docided fu.provement, still the tespirator vnly en-
abled us to remain in dets o stmoke for theee o foar minates, after
which the irritation buane nnendurable.  Reflecuon suggested
that in combustivi 20 impurtect as the production vt douso smoke
implios, there must by numeross hydev-carbuns produced, which,
being in a state uf sapour, would be vory unperfectly arvested
by the cotton wool These, in all probability, wero the cawse of
the residual irritation, and if these could be removed, n practi-
eally porfect respirator might possibly Lo obtained.

T state the reasoning exactly as it vecurred to my mind. Ity
result will be anticipated by many present. All bodies pussess
the powor of condonsing iu a greator or less dogiee gases and
vapors upon their surfaces, aud whoun the condensibiy budy 1y
very porous, or iu a fing stato of division, the force of cundensa-
tion may produce very remarkable effects. Thay, a clean prece
of platinum-foif placed in a mixture uf uxygen and hydrogen nu
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squeozes tho gases together as to cause thom to combine; and
if the oxperiment bo mado with care, the heat of combination
may raisc tho platinwn to bright reduoss, so as to causo the
romainder of tho mixture to oxplode. The promptnoss of this
action is greatly aug d by reducing tho plati 1o state
of'fine division, A pellot of “zpongy platinum,” for instanco,
plunged into o mixture of oxygen and hydrogon, causos the
aases to eXplodo instautly.  In virtuo of its extreme poromty, a
similar power is possessed by charcoal. It is not strong enough
to causo the oxygen and the hydrogen to combine like the
spongy platinam, but it so xqu tho moro condonsiblo vapors
together, and also acts with such condunsing power upon the
oxygon of tho air, as to bring both within tho combimng dis.
tance, thus enabling the oxygen to attack and destroy the vapors
in tho pores of the charcoal.  In this way, offiuvia of all kinde
may bo virtually burnt up, and this is the principlo of tho excol-
Icui charcoal respirators invented by Dr. Stenhouse. Armed
with one of these, you may go into the foulest-smelling placo
without having your noso offonded. Some of you will romom-
ber Dr. Stenhouse lecturing in this room with o suspiciouns-look-
ing vessel in front of the table.  That vessol contained a docom.
posing cat. It was covered with a Jayer of charcoal, and nobody
knew untit told of it what the vessel contained.

1 may be permitted in passing to give my testimony as to
the eflicacy of these chareoal respirators in providing wavm air
for tho Tungs,  Not ouly is tho sensible hicat of tho breath in part
nbeorbed by tho charcoal, but the considerable amonnt of latont
heat which accompanics the aqueous vapor from the Jungs is ren.
dered freo by the condensation of the vapor in the poves of the
charconl.  Each particlo of ¢charcoal is thus converted into an
incipient ember, and warms tho air as it passes inwards.

But whilo powerful to arrest vapors, the charcoal respirator
iy inctlectual ns regards smoke,  The particles get freoly through
the 1espirator.  Inaseriesof them tested downstairs, from half
2 minute to 2 minuto was the limit of codurance. This might
be exceeded by Farady's method of emptying the tungs com.
plotely, and then filling them before going into a smoky atmos.
pheve.  In fact, cach solid smoke pacticlo is itself a bit of char-
coal, and carrics on it, and in it, its little load of irritating
vapors. Itis this, far more than the partieles of carbon thom-
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solves, that produees the irritation.  Ienco two causes ot offenco
aro to bo removed - the carbon particles which convey the irri.
tant by adhesion and condensation, and the free vapor which
accompanies tho particles. ‘The moistened cotton-wool 1 knew
would arrest the fixst, fragments of charcoal I hoped would stop
the sccond. In the first fireman's respirator, Mr. Carrick’s
arrangement of two valvey, the uno for inhalation, thy othor for
oxhulation, aro preserved.  But tho portion of it which holds the
filtering and absorbent substances is prolonged to a depth of four
or five inches  On the partition of wire-gauze at the bottom of
tho space which fronts the meuth, is placed a layer of dry wool;
then a layor of charcoal fiagments, asccond thin layor of dry
cotton.wool, sueceeded by a layor of fraguents of cuustic lime.
Tho euccession of tho layers may bo changed without injury to
tho action. A wire-gauzo covor keeps the substances from fathing
out of tho respirator. In the donsest smoko that wo hitherto
employed, the layor of lime has not been found necessary, nor
is it shown in the figure, in a faming bulding, indocd, the mix-
turo of ir with the smoke never permits tho carboz.c acud to
becomo £o dense as to bo irvespirable.  But in a place whero the
gas is present inundue quantity, the fragments of me would
materially mitigate its action.—Medical Press and Cirewdar.

OBITUARY.

Wo regrot to aunounce the death of Dr. Wm. Lempest of
this city, on the Sth ult., after a short and severe illness, avising
from an abscess in the region of theibladder. o was born in
Ialifax, England, and settled m Toronto in 1842, In 1845 he
received his license from tho then Medical Board, and practiced
for some time in Trafalgar, and subsequently in Oshawa. In
1861 ke obtained the Degree of M.B.. University of Toronto, and
soon after commenced practice in this city, where he has
remained sinco that timo, and whero he has built up a comfort-
able practice,—~mado many fricnds, and endoared himself to al}
who knew him well, by his kindness of mannor and warmness
of heart.

In 1866, during the Fenian invasion, his son, a moember of
tho voluntecr-corps, who was thon about 21 ycars of age, foll at
Ridgewny indefence of hix country.  This was a revere blow to
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the Doctor and the-family, wud an afficion that was nol svoi:
forgotien. Subnquaniily the Doctor Loid the pussisou of Medieal
Healtis Officer for the cuy, fui the puisd vi two ur dhree years,
an offico whick he fillud with cradit o linscdi awd satefuctom o
oll concoracd. Io semves o Wilo awd five of & fumily theee
daughtcrs and iwo ~ons), to mourn hiz loxs.

Dicd, vn the 18th inst., al bis reaidence, Torunte General
Tospital, De. W. B. Hampton, aged 29 years,

He was clneated in dic Toruive School of Medicine, and ob-
tained Lis liceuse to practice in 1863, Io svun aflerwanly en-
tered upon hia duiies as resadent physician, o poation whndh ho
filled with gonoral sabisitcbia o funo 1al tovh placo v Suaday
the 204, and was largely atonded, The imiuediate enuse of his
death was enlargement of the liver.

GENERAL SUMMARY.

Toreiuy. -Dr. Duunan, of Glasgow, reeontly saformed Dr.
Fraser, uf Muntecal, that Le had cmploy el wision twico vn the
femoral artery, and ouce un the brachial succes<fully.

A Tretitoxiar Tu Mk, Pauer—Since Mr. Paget's retire-
tirement from the 2l of St Bartholumow’s Hospatal, a move-
ment Les been initiatnd W perpatoate lis labors,” and o fund
for that purpose has beon opened in Londou.

Ricin ExaMminaTions.—Out of sixty-vight caudidates who
presented thumeuiy ea Leture the Ruyal College ot Surgeons, Eng.,
on May 2uh, tuenty-soven were rejected.

Stamistics of THE MepiaL Proressiox.—Dr. J. M. Toner,
of Wasbiuglon, D. €., publishu~ in the Bustun Medical and Svrge-
cal Journal a sy bopsis of e snfortiation receivad by the Ameri-
can Medical Assvnation rogatding the wwber of medical prac-
titioners in the Uited Stales auwl Territo ‘ex. The wholo
number of phjsicians of all Clusses is stated at 49,708, This
number s Jivided as follows. regular, 39,076, homavpathic,
2,961, edlectic, 2,860, hydeopathic, 133, miwellancous and
unknown, 1774, Estiniating ihe pupulation of the United Swates
at thirty -nine malions, thi> would goe vie cogular physician to
cvory thousand persons.




