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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS. !

OuUR friends will miss this wonth what has
~nme to bie loohed upun as an institution in
onr columns, Mr. Hall's letter. Severe family .
anxieties have constrained our friend to be
much at home. Mrs. Hall’s precarious health,
now fully restored, and the critical cundition .
of the youngest child, & boy of eighteen .
months, not yet beyond suspense, have sadly .
interfered with our superintendent's work.
That Mr. Hall has the warm sympathy of all, ,
goes without su_ing. We trust next month to
find health to his home fully restored, and to
find chronicled by his ready pen the usual ac- |

count of the churches and his work. i

THE Salvation Aimy in England is now |
being severely criticised by Mr. Spurgeon, and
we fear is after all in a fair way of proving
the instability of buildings erected with un-
tempered mortar. It has apparently entered
upon & campaign which threatens to be its
own destroyer., Mr. (General) Booth has
launched now a financial scheme in the shape
of a “ Deposit Bank.”

“ He is prepared, in return for sums advanced, to |
pay the investors a yearly amount or annuity during ,
their natural lives equal to five per cent. per annum. !
Rich people, not needing this interest themselves, :
may, it is suggested, thus purchase an annuity for !
their poor relations or others ‘in whom they are in- |
terested.” The Army, too, is willing to receive de- ;
pusits, of any amount above £5, for fixed periods, &t
fixed rates of interest. For deposits remaining with '
the Army five years, five per cent. per annum is to be !
peid, for four years, four per cent., and three years or !
any less fixed periud 33 per cent. For deposits to be
withdrawn at one month’s notice the depusitcrs will |
be entitled to interest at the rate of nine per cent. per
annur,  The Qeneral ivmmrks thai quring the past
year the Army has borrowed for building purposes, |
from various building societies for different terms, |
sums of money amounting in the aggregate to over
£12,000, at 63, 7, and 74 per cent. interest. :

The movement agpea.rs to have been sug-
gested by an oid lady who offered a loan of
£5G0 (92,500) at five per cent. which was ac-

cepted, and more received upon a three-fold
security—revenue, property, charitable erec-
tion; of which it will be nuted the first depends
upon the permanence of the movement, which
is, tosay the least, prublematical. The sound-
ness of the second depends upon how far the
property itself may be otherwise unencumb-
ered. The tLirdis a variable quantity accord-
ing to the individual, and must be therefore
left undetermined. Should our fears be well

‘founded, we shall see a religious enterprise
‘weakened, not for the first time, by hugging

too closely the deceptive shore when glitters
the almighty dollar.

“ You must do something that "will strike
and fill the imagination,” said Mr. Disraeli, to
the Queen, some years ago. And, what with
processions, “ Some in rags, and some in tags,
and some in velvet gowns,” train bearers, due
religious light, genuflexion et vmne hoc genus,
something was “did” at Canterbury, when
the new Archbishop, Dr. Benson, was formally
enthroned ; but, really, a kindlier scene was
witnessed five days later, in Windsor Castle,
when the Queen was present at a plain Pres-
byterian service, conducted by Rev. T. Orr,
Congregational minister of Windsor, over the
remains of John Brown, the Queen’s faithful
servant. Religious freedom is respected fully
in Her Majesty’s household, and our Queen’s
ncbleness therein is in marked contrast to the
exclusiveness of many in the Anglican fold,
who esteem tunics and petticoats, and “ the
mysterious nondescript t)i')xa,t does duty for a
cravat,” more than love among brethren.

The following remarke Qetting alone any
political leanings discoverable therein) are
worth pondering. They are from the London
Spectator. .

*¢ There is something very touching and mother-like
in the frenkness with which the Queen, through the
Court Circular, asks her people to sympathize in the

grief she feels for the loss of a devoted attendant. We
wonder how many of her subjects ever reflect on the
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;i%:,hetic eloment in the Queen’s present position.
ere is no one living who could address her by her
Christian name, or indeed, on any terms of equality ;
while all her ckildren but one are married, scattered,
immerged in business and households of their own.
1t is a lonely peak to sit on. at the top of the world,
and as age draws on the Sovervign, who already has
reigned so long that men passing middle age have con-
sciously known no other, must feel this more and more
painfully, with & sadness which the movement of the
world does not diminish. We are no devotees of
Monarchy, gravely holding self-government to be
more educative and more dignified ; but there has
never been in history a reign like that of Queen Vic-
torin, who, surrounded by an impenetrable etiquette,
breaks it to tell her people that devotion, even in the
humblest of followers, has roused in her *‘ real friend-
ship.” Republicanism in England sleeps, and will
sleep while the Queen reigns. Is there not in that
mere truism a suflicient biography 7"

It seems necessary to make some reference
to the dynamte outrages and the attendant
panic ; but, what can we say? England has
always been proud of her right of asylum,
her boundaries have proved a sanctuary to
many a political refugee ; Louis-Philippe and
Louis Napoleon alike found strong the pro-
tection of the British flag. Just now there is
& growing feeling that it is hardly consistent
with the friendly relations of two countries
that one should throw the @gis of its protec-
tion over those who murderously plot against
the other. There can he little doubt but that
2 restless, reckless base of conspiracy is found
in the neighhouring republic, but English-
men must not forget the strong feeling
which followed the remonstrance of the
French Government after the Orsini attempt
upon the late Emperor’s life, that Her Majes-
ty’s Government would not surely continue to
shelter, “ not mere fugitives, but assassins, who
place themselves beyond the pale of common
Tight and under the ban of humanity.” That
feeling expressed itself in such words as this:
“ No consideration on earth would induce Par-
liament to pass & measure for the extradition
of foreign political refugees.” International
-duties, however, are becoming better defined
and more obligatory. The right of asylum
must have its imits. The American Minister
has justly said that dynamite is not war, and
such acts as the shattering of public buildings,
to the indiseriminate endangering of life by
secret explosives, must evoke a public senti-
ment that eventually will crush the cause
which trusts by such means to gein its end.
The Boston Congregationalist says truly:

“Dark days mey be ahead. Affairs in Russia,
France, Germany and Great Britain may seem
to grow worse before they improve. But the dy-
namite policy will defeat itself, and if terrorism
continue to be attempted thus as a political force
in any country, there will occur immediately such
popular uprisings in defence of existing govern-
ments, in spite of their faults, and in behalf of
law, good order and peace, as will crush all surviving
representatives and remnants of ancient barbarism out
of existence forevermore. Neither Ircland nor Russia
nor any other country ever can be freed or reformed
by deaperadoes or infernal machines.”

To those whose eyer still turn with kindly
interest to the old land, the following items
regarding its educational advance will be read
with pleasure. For long, the finished schol-
arship of England was confined to a few, and
in fact must still to a large extent be, but the
ignorance of the masses, which made ruch a
huge gulf between classes, is fast passing away
under the public school system. Our more
favoured American land might well be proud
of an exhibit such as that, which these facts
from a recent blue book gives regarding edu-
cation in England and Wales for the past
year. The figures both gratify and startle,
by the progress which has been made, alike
in providing the means of education, and
in the extent and success of their employment.
The number of pupils enrclled, the number in
average attendance, and the number presented
to the inspectors, have all been well nigh
doubled during the past ten years. The passes
in elementary subjects indicate a steady
growth. In reading they amounted to eighty-
nine per cent. of the presentations; in writing
to eighty-two; and in arithmetic to seventy-
seven. This is behind the Scottish figures,
which standrespectively as ninety-two, eighty-
pine, and eighty-five ; but the disparity may
perhaps be redressed by-and-bye through the
operation of two causes. In Scotland the
number of enrolled scholars who attend, and
the number of such scholars who are above
ten years of age, show little variation. They
are higher than in England, but they increase
slowly, whereas in England the augmentation
has been constant and rapid. The increase of
pupils has led to a corresponding increase of
teachers, of schools, and of expenditure. The
certificated teachers are twice as many now as
they were ten years ago. The number of
schools has risen by sixty-three per cent. in
the same period. In 1873 the grant from the
Privy Council was £1,172,786; in 1882 it
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amounted to £2,802,005—a rise of fully 150"

per cent. Denominational schools, however,
are carrying it over Board schools. During
the ten years the Church of England has
erected almost as many new schools as these
administered by representatives of the rate-
ga‘yers. She has added thirty-three to every

undred of the schools she previously possessed.
While Canon Gregory and his friends are
thus active, Cardinal Manning and his
friends have been proportionately more dili-
gent still. Roman Catholic seminaries have
multiplied, not by thirty per cent., but by
fiftty. It may become a question whether
both have not been moving too fast for
their resources. The figures given go some
way to explain the almost imperious demand
lately raised by the staunch advocates of de-
nominationalism who have been named for a
share in the rates. The whole sum subseribed
for the cause of education in what are now
called “ voluntary ” schools is £724,845 a year.
The number of contributors is only 270,253.
That gives an average of £2 12s. per contri-
putor. It is significant that the Church of
England average is but £2 2s., while among
Roman Catholics it is £3. Another significant
fact deserves vegard. The percentage of
Church scholars who have passed in the three
elementary subjects is the lowest, 61.9 per
cent. ; in Board schools it is the highest, 69.5.
With this is to be coupled the fact that five-
sixths of the elementary schools are under
Church management. The state of things is
very different in Scotland. There, over tive-
five-sixths of these schools are Board schools,
wherein religious instruction is given accord-
ing to use and wont—the number of exemp-
tions sought under the conscience clause being
very few. England has yet tolearn the bless-
ing of free churches in & free State, but she
is making rapid progress, and a few years will
make a mighty difference therein, as already
in the schools.

It may not be wise to forget, seeing Angli-
canism has not entirely lost its arrogancy,
that the cause of popular education in Eng-
land owed little in its inception to either clergy
or “church;” nor ought the name of the
“ Nonconformist,” Joseph Lancaster, to be for-
gotten. True, his monitorial system had its
faults, and perhaps was not fitted for perman-
ence, but he gave an impetus to the jcause of

national education which compelied the Es-

tablished Church, in self defence, to bring
its resources to bear thereon. Moveover, he
and his friends heroically worked—in advance
of their time—to do, and in great measure
they succeeded in doing, what seems now a
problem, to give popular education which
shall be Christian and not sectarian, causing
Seripture to be read and reverenced, but left
uninterpreted by seet or ism. Montreal was
visited by Lancaster, but his suceess was but
brief and he died in New York from the ef-
fects of an accident. True, there wsas an im-
practicability in Lancaster’s character, but a
man who, in the beginning of this century
(don’t let us forget what this century has
done, what changes it has sezn), could gather
one thousand city children together, and in-
struct them in the elements of school educa-
tion, at a yearly cost of less than five shillings
sterling per head, is not to be lightly esteemed
or his memory forgotten. Both he and An-
drew Bell, of Edinburgh, deserve to be had in
lasting remembrance.

———

PeTER COOPER, the veteran philanthropist,
is dead, having attained the great age of ninety-
two. All the active part of his life was
passed in New York city, and probably
no other man in it was so well known
there “by sight.” Many persons have much
more money than Mr. Cooper had, but
very few anywhere have used wealth so
liberally for others’ good. The “ Institute”
that bears his name has already helped thou-
sands of young men and women to the means
of earning an honest living and profiting
others; and this number is to be increased
many fold for ccming generations that will
rise up and call him blessed.

Apropos to our merchant princes and their
benevolence, whilst we recognize something
of the cynic we acknowledge also much of the
just critic in the remarks we clip from a letter
to the English Nonconformist :

DyixG Rice.—Two weeks ago there was reported in
these columns the deceasv uf an American ** philan-
thropist ” and elder of a Christian church, who died
very rich ! He had amassed a large fortune, estimated
at from two to three millions.  ‘‘ His philanthropy
found expression in many directions, and his gifts to
the Union Theological Seminary were princely.”
Moreover, when he could no longer possess *‘ his own.”
it was found that he had bequeathed legacies to various
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1;:6212%%%% and benevolent institutions, amounting tolthe Presbytery of London, England, at a late
’ . .
Such, in substance, is the statement which has | meeting :
been given to the public. And I hope the public will! ¢ Whereas it is desirable, for the suke of the truth,
not call me a cynic if I venture to annotate the same |and of the prosperity of the Church, that the Creed
in anything but a spirit of admiration or satisfaction. ; which her office-buarers are asked to subscribe should
There is an old story, with which this born New,be an accurate and unambiguous statement of thuse
Englander must have been familiar, but which I can ductrines of Scripture which are censidered amongst
scarcely imagine he believed, about a poor widow who | us of chief importance ; whereas, uwing to the period
cast into the money-box of the church with which she ' and purpese of its composition, the Westminster Con-
was connected two small coins, *‘ which make a far-|fession of Faith necessarily faila in some degree in re-
thing.” If He who witnessed the widow's gift, and | lation to present requirements to fulfil this condition
has made the memory of it immortel by His eulogy,fis |, buth by excess and still more by defect , inasmuch as,
now, as the Book says He is, Lourd of all, I cannot be | on the one hand, by its wide scope and its minuteness
far wrong in saying that that poor widow has a place of detail it requires assent to various propnsitions
nearer His throne than the bi-millionaire whom the | which do not lie within the province of the faith :
chief ruler of his nation and other ** great men” fol- | while, on the other hand, by its failure adequately
lowed to his grave the other day in New York. I to recognize the love of God tu the world, and his full
Two hundred thousand pounds ! What « glorivus , and sincere offer of salvation tu all men, tahen in cun-
contribution tu religion and humanity ! Yes, but it nection with the prominence it gives to the doctrine
is only a tithe of two millions ; and if this man's of the Divine sovereignty, it does not sufiiciently re-
*- fortune " was betuween two and three millions, I may ' present the warmth and frecdom of the Gospel, as ap-
assume that after religion and humanity get their | prehended by the living faith of the Church, aad ex-
share, there will be twu millions intact to go to sume-  hibited in her preaching and in her missionary zeal ;
thing or somebody else. Besides, while this “ phil- | whereas the formula by which ministers, elders, and
anthropist " lived, two millions at five per cent.—and | probationers are called upon to signify their assent to
in America and in the hands of such a business man, ' the confession is supposed by many to apply to an ac-
there could be no difficulty™in securing’such percent- ]ceptance not only of its general theological teaching,
a_e—would produce une hundred thousand per annuni. , but even of every statement which it contains , where-
A goodly income for a New York grocer! What he , as it is well known that menin cordial sympathy with
did with it 1 don’t know, beyond the statement I have | our system of ductrine and polity have been kept back
quoted. But on the face of that statement it must |from the ministry and eldership of the Chu. 1 by
have been but a very small percentage, however | difficulties such as bave been indicated : whereas a
¢ princely ©' in apparent amount, that was given to,sister Church, with which we are in federal union, has
“ Religim and humanity.” The great bulk of it must ’ been constrained by such cousiderations as these to
have gone year by year to swell the ¢ fortune ” which | pass 2 Declaratory Act defining the sense in which the
is now counted in millions! And yet this man was ay Westminster Confession is now accepted by her of-
Christian, and an elder of a Christian church ! Some ' fice-bearers : It is humbly overtured by the Presby-
critics find discrepancies, they think, in the New Tes- | tery of London to the Synod of the Presbyterian
tament. The sov-called discrepancies I can make very ; Church of England, that these premises be taken into

short work of. But here is a discrepancy between
Christian in the concrete and Christian in the ideal,
which I cannot explain. I will not attempt to cut the
knot by saying this man was no Christian. I dare not.
The decision of that question belongs to Another. But
amony the reported sayings of that Other, when He
lived visibly among men, are such as these: ‘‘ How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the king-
dom of God,” and *‘ By their fruits ye shall know
them.” From east to west, from south to north, the
cry is borne to us on every wind, ‘““Come over and
help us,” while men who call themselves Christians,
instead of following the example of Christians of whom
we read in the Holy Book, who counted nothing that
they possessed their own, go on filling their store-
houses torepletion,and leaving the wealth which they
cannot reckon to heirs whe, as probably as not, will
thark neither God nor man for their inheritance.
This, alas ! is no new thing under the sun. Noris it
peculiar to America. There are feols and sinners on
this side of the Atlantic as well as un the other.
0. Y. E.

There are, yes there are, some of lowly life
who cast in more than the millionaires!

consideration, with a view to such action as the Church
may deem wise.”

In our August number of last year we gave a
copy of the Confession deemed by the Mission
| Coinmittees of the representative Presbyterian
;churches at home sufficient for the heathen
world. There are evidently others than
heathen who desire a freedom from the en-
i tangling declaration of the old Westminister
, confession of faith, and who would rest satis-
.fied with a platform such as our Congrega-
‘tional churches already possess, broad as that
‘of the Evangelical Alliance, yet loyal to essern-
. tial Gospel truths. Some of the talk in support
'of the motion, which has been carried over to
;an adjourned meeting for fuller discussion,

!'was marvellously plain ; no two names stand

higher in the English Presbyterian Church
than those of Drs. Edmond and Dykes. Here
is what the former says:

““There was not a chapter in the Confession of

THE following motion was submitted toIFaith which would not be improved by taking away
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the repellent points that bristled all about it  Refer-
ring to a section of the first chapter, he was not pre-

ared to say that o man would be a heretic if he should
gold that more light might yet come out from God
than he had hitherto vouchsafed. It was like denying
miracles to suppose that God, if He saw fit, could not
now raise ancther inspired Isaish, or David, or Paul,
as ui old.  He would not like to say it was impossible

for Gud to add anything to the volume of Scriptureif |

He saw fit, just a8 1. added the New Testament tu
the volume of the Old Testwnent. Some statements
contained in the Confession were moast repellent :
such, for instance, as the statement that the smallest
gin merited damnation. Nor could he understand tne
shutting out of a creature made by God from the vn-
joyment of God which was to be found in vbedience—"

And here are some of Dr. Dykes’ words:

¢TIt was not that the substance of the Counfession
was inaccurate, but it was the impressiun it left upon
the mind of the reader to which objectiun was taken.
They did want something that they could put befure
the Christian people of England and say this is our
true pusition. They did not want a revision of the
Confession, fur it wss incapable of revision. It wasa

massive colossal monument of Calvinism ; but it did:

entangle consciences, not only from its unevangelical
aspects, but from the omission of positive evangelical
teaching, and told most unfavourably upon the people
of England. To rightly understand the duvcument
required an amount of theclogical knowledge which
was too much to expect from any but divines. When
it says ¢ the man of sin’ is the Pope, it laid a snare
to his conscience. Did an «ssent to the Confessivn re-
quire him to believe that ! For he did not believe it.
The Confession also spoke of the Creatiun out of
nothiag as being the work of six days. Were there
many people who believed that in the Church ! Then
there was the ambiguity as to the fate of the heathen.
Must he believe that "

There were counter utterances, such as these
of Dr. White (how Doctors differ !), who char-
acterized the discussion as:

¢ About the most revolutionary and anti-constitu-
tional proceeding he ever read of in the history of
Presbyterianism. The Bible, and the Confession
founded upon the Bible, had apparently become too
heavy to be borne in this age of restlessness. There
wag a certain understanding at the time of the Union,
and they should insist upon these points being carried
out, Presbyterianism had been preserved simply
because it had had the glorious landmark of the Con-
feasion. He believed taat all the objections which
had been urged against the Confession that night
could be urged against the Bible itself. They had no
right to make any concessions of God’s eternal truth.
He beseeched the Preshytery to consider what it was
about lest they might permit & Robertson Smith or
Macrae controversy to arise in their Church.”

Nevertheless, there is the fact, that the strong-
est men in that Church are struggling, not for
an absence of formuls, but for a less technical,
controversial statement of the teachings of
Him who could see, spite of social ostracism,

a man in the publican, and in the harlot, one
of Eve’s family.

IT may be justly thought that our Congre-
%ational churches present just the platform
desired, and our wonderment be why Congre-
gational prineiples are not more openly and
widely acknowledged. Perhaps it may be
pertinent for us to enquire of ourselves what
are we doing to commend thein ? for it cannot
be toc <eriously laid to heart Ly ever true
{Jover of Congregational continuity and ad-
herent to 1ts polity that as the world’s Bible is
very justly said to be the manifested Christian
life, so the use we make of vur liberty, and
the practical results of the professed oneness of
spirit we have in Christ Jesus without bur-
densome forms will be to the other Christian
world the argument for or against that liberty
we profess to prize so highly and cling tv ~o
tenaciously. “Let not your good be evi
spoken of.”

How thorvughly artificial :nay be the tel-
lowship under State authority and creed sub-
scriptions in what, after all by courtesy only,
are designated Christian Churches is well
illustrated by the following extracts taken
from “ Church Opinions” in our valued con-
temporary, the English Nonconformist and
I'ndependent. The first is from the teachings
of the late Dr. Pusey, the second from the ut-
terances of Dr. Perowne. Is it any wonder
that stirdy English Protestants should refuse
to allow such anomalies under a responsible
government ?

“ In the Lord’'s Supper after the elements have been
consecrated by an episcupally ordained * priest,’ the
bread and wine are that same body and blood which
was born of Mary and crucified under Pilate ; and
thus the communicant receives in the Eucharist not
only the flesh and blood of Christ, but Christ Himself
both God and man. Hence the decrees of Trent and
the Articles of the Church of England are reconcilable
one with the other ; notwithstanding that cne teaches
Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Lord's Sup-
per only after a spiritual manner, while the other de-
clares that any so teaching is ‘accursed.” Because
substantially there is no difference between us and the
Church of Rome in regard to the Holy Eucharist ; for
the Church of England holds precisely the same view
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as the Church
of Rome. Hence we adore and teach our people to
adore the consecrated elements, believing Christ to be
in them. Hence before Mass the priest must not
wash his teeth or mouth lest perchance he should
mingle the taste of water with his saliva. After Mass
he should beware of expectorating for at least a quar~
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ter of an hour, since Christ remains within you for
about that time. The priest who neglects these things
sing grievou.'r

The Dean of Peoterhorough, preaching on the first
Sunday evening in Lent in the Cathedral, principally
addressed himself to the refutation of what he called
the introduction of idolatrous doctrines into the Es-
tablished Church. It was shocking, he said, to find
thoze ideas which had been over and over again con-
demned ag ‘* blasphemous fables and dangerous de-
ceits,” consisting of the belief in the Real Presence
and Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass, being persever-
ingly insisted upon by their own communion. It was
pitiful to see .he doctrines propagated against which
their Church had so indefatigably battled in its earlier
days, and at so great a cost. It was painful to notice
that such means for raising the importance of the
clergy were being resorted to, means for which the
Church of Rome was entirely answerable. It would
only be right to entertain a belief in the Real Pres-
ence and the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass if that
belief could be founded upon Scripture or upon their
own Prayer-book. But such was not and could not
be the case ; not a line, not even a word, could be
found to support such erroneous teaching, and there-
fore they could be nothing else than the machinations
of man for the one end of raising the priesthood in
importance and sanctity. In his ordination vows he
(the Dean) had taken an oath ‘o dissipate and root
out all erroneous doctrines in the Church, and he {slt
extremely the responsibility which that vow imposed
upon him, and he was determined to do all in his
power to carry it oat inviolably. To people who came
within the teaching of those who professed the doc-
trines he mentioned in the Church of England, he
would say: ‘“You are not bound to believe them ;
they are false, without scriptural foundation, and
diametrically opposed to the real teaching of the
Church of England.”

ECCE.

EVANGELICAL, CATHOLIC, CONGRE-
GATIONAL EPISCOPACY.

BY THE HON. AND REV. BURNTHORN MUSGRAVE.

Part IIL

It has pleased God, the Holy Ghost, to use
two languages as the vehicles of inspired
Revelation. This fact cannot be slighted by
thinking men; and its importance will tran-
spire in the consideration of our subject. The
nice differentiation of the Greek tongue has
been chosen to elucidate and to complete the
disclosures of God in the Hebrew Scriptures.

The Gospel, which declares a Saviour for
perishing souls, is to be found in the fifty-third
chapter of Isaiah; but unquestionably the
%ood tidings are more clearly and eclosely

rought to us in the New Testament.

Thus the Saviour Himself preached, “The
kingdom of God is at hand,” or rather, has
drawn near. And He directed his disciples
to declare to listeners, “ The kingdom of God
28 come nigh unto you,” and even to warn the
unreceptive (using the very same Greek word,
which is in the perfect tense), “ However, know
ve this, that the kingdom of God has drawn
near.”  Certain instrumental agencies are
associated with the extension of this kingdom,
or reign of God, in the New Testament.

The divine instrument of power is invaria-
bly the Word of God. Thus we read in Acts
vi. 7, “The Word of God increased ;" in Acts
xix. 20, “So mightily grew the Word of God
and prevailed ;” and previously in Acts xiv. 3,
that the Lord “gave testimony to the word of
His Grace.” “The seed is the Word of God,”
therefore the apostles gave themselves “contin-
ually to prayer and to the ministry of the
Word.”

As the revealed instrument of power is the
Word of God, so the power of that Word is
constantly attributed to the Spirit of God
acting through it. Accordingly, “ The king-
dom of God is not in word, but in power;”
and, “the Spirit breatheth where it listeth.”
Still the Saviour,in declaring « Itis the Spirit
that quickeneth,” added this clear assertion of
power in his own words, “ The words that I
speak unto you they are spirit and they are
life” And when we read, in the Epistle to
the Hebrews, of the power of the living Word
'— For the Word of God isliving and power-
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit "—we only read the New Testament
unfolding of the Psalmist’s inspired and pro-
phetical utterance in the Hebrew Secripture,
“Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all
Thy Name.”

But, in subjection to His divine agencies, it
has pleased God %o institute and to employ
also human instrumentelities, which by His
own grace have a marvellous correlation to
His Word and to His Spirit.

We find in the New Testament a ministry
and & Church. The ministry is 2 ministry of
the Word : and the Church 1s a temple of the
Holy Spirit.

By the Word of His graee, God calls out of
the world a congregation of believers, to wor-
ship Him in Spirit and in truth, to enjoy
fellowship with Him, and to serve Him. This
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congregation, in which the Holy Spirit dwells,
in the éi‘lew Testament evidently comprehends
the ministry within it. For that our Lord
never contemplated any except a believing
ministry is plain from his own prayer, “Neither
pray 1 for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on Me through their
word.” And St. Paul, in asserting the power
of the Gospel, deseribes its course ; and informs
us that its current is from a believing heart
to a believing heart. He says in Romans i.
16 and 17, “ I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
«alvation to every one that believeth (to the
Jew first and also to the Greek); for therein
is the righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith.”

The gospel is God’s p~wer for salvation;
and “the righteousness of God” which is
declared and conveyed by it, is disclosed “out
of faich” announcing this righteousness “to
faith ” receiving it. Thus “The righteous
-hall live out of faith,” faith itself being the
appointed and living stream which Hows
through the channel of the life-giving Word.

This essential qualification for gospel min-

istry Paul quotes to the Corinthians from the

116th Psalm, when he says (2 Cor. iv. 13),
“We having the same spirit of faith according
as it is written, ‘1 believed and therefore have
1 spoken, we also believe and therefore
speak.” The possession then of living faith,

derived from cxperience of the life-giving

power of the Word, is the first requisite of a
winister of the gospel. In this sense, a true
minister must first be * Evangelical.”

And this requirement applies to all minis-
tries under the gospel. It is evident that
those who wield “the sword of the Spirit”
must have confidence in its point and edge;
hut even other ministers, “ deacons” likewise
are described as “holding the mystery of the
faith in & pure conscience.” It appears, how-
ever, that faith is not the sole qualification for
serviee in dispensing the Word.

When our Lord was renewing to Peter as a
shepherd the charge of souls, His searching
question was, “Simon, son of Jonas, LOVEST
thou me ?” :

Three times was this question repeated,
with a variant employment of two Greek
verbs indicating a gradation from a general to
a special personal affected.*

* The distinotion in the force of thene two verbs has been

Therefore personal attachment to the livin
Saviour must precede an official pastomte.%

The faith wﬁich worketh by lorc is essential
to the care of souls. And this love for the
Saviour has a double efifect. It at once causes.
a love for souls—which is the Evengelical
spirit—and it involves a love for all Christ's
people, which is the catholic heart. Evan-
gelical confidence in the Word shines out in
Peter’s first epistle; but the catholic heart
glows in the writings of John. It is St. Peter
who attests that we are “born again, not of
corruptible seed but of incorruptible by the
Word of God which liveth and abideth for-
ever.” It is St. Peter who urges, “ As new-
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word that ye may grow thereby unto salva-
tion.” (New Revision following the three
oldest MSS.) It is St. Peter who reiterates,
“The Word of the Lord endureth forever.
And this is the Word which by the Gospel is
preached unto you.” '

But it is the beloved disciple who says
Lroadly, “Every one that loveth Him that
begat, loveth him also that is begotten of
Him.” It is St. John who warns us, “ He that
loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen,
how can he love God, whom he hath not
seen?” It is St. John who comforts our
hearts with the catholic assurance, “ We know
that we have passed from death unto life
because we love the brethren;” and who adds
the alarming contrast, “He that loveth not his
brother abideth in death.” It isSt. John who
twice enunciates, in simple grandeur, the
deepest of truths—“ God is love,”—and who
annexes that revealed corollary for our prac-
tical guidance, “He that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God and God in him.” This
catholic heart not only concerns the indivi-
dual; it belongs to the church. “By this
shall men know that ye are My disciples if ye
have love one to another,” said the Saviour
Himself. There can be no true assoeiation of
disciples, without this special love for belicvers
as believers. And St. John asseverates this
—almost ag if it defined the character of the
New Testament Church—“And this is His

Marked by the Holy Ghost in the uss of the first to denote
God's love for ** the world,” and of the second to denots
His love for believers who love His Son. See John iii. 16 ;
and xvi. 37; in the Greek.

+The same Greek noun which ‘s transiated ¢ pastorz " in
Ephesians iv. 11, is translated * shepherd” in 1 Pster
ii. 25.
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commandment, that we should believe in the
Name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love
one another as He gave us commandment”
The NEW commandment (John xiii. 34) of the
New Testament is love.

Old Testament saints had signal faith; but
Christ’s own command enjoins love. And as
this love binds together the children of the
same Father, so it attracts together the ser-
vants of the same Master, and unites them in
common cause. It is contrary to reason, and
it is repugnant to faith to imagine that min-
isters actuated by the same motive, using the
same means, and pursuing the ssme end,
should consent to be divided in fellowship.

St. John seems to forsee such a false con-
ception and to repel it by a most comprehen-
sive rule, when he says, “If we walk in the
light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
oue with another.”

Walking in the light causes fellowship; and
conversely the broken fellowship of the nom-
inal Church proves that its teachers have
not been walking in the light. Men have
adopted verbal conditions and pledges of
association, instead of walking in the light,
and thereby retaining “the fellowship of the
Spirit.” An esprit de corps has been substi-
tuted for the Spirit of Christ; and the several
denominations have unconsciously set up loy-
alty to their own society in the place of
allegiance to Christ.

Thus, in the eyes of the world, Christianity
has degenerated into zealous adhesion to exter-
nal organizations and to paper creeds—the
unity of the Spirit being tacitly set aside if
not openly denied.

Christ alone is the “centre of unity ” for
Christians. In order to return to the “oue
body and one Spirit” (Eph. iv. 4), believers
must be reminded that they have “ the same
love.” (Phil ii. 2.)

The catholic heart of the church must be
roused to healthy pulsation. When ministers
imbibe the spirit of St. John's conviction—
“ This commandment have we from Him that
he who loveth God love his brother also”—
then every faithful minister of Christ will be
doubly dear to his brother minister, dear for
his Master's sake and dear for his work’s
sake. Then shall the church of Christ exult
in a catholic ministry; and men shall flock to
the light of & God-taught teaching, as the
doves fly to their windows.

We can adduce the clearest evidence from
the New Testament that any true ministry
for Christ must be EVANGELICAL in spirit, and
CATHOLIC in heart. But what is to be the
criterion of the possession of these essential
and God-given qualifications? And who is
to judge of the impulses and claims which
seek the public ministry ?

Is it sufficient that earnest desire to work
for Christ should be attested by its own con-
sciousness ?

Plainly not. It is plain that silent enjoy-
ment even of the most precious gifts can yield
no profit to others. And as soon as utterance
takes place there ensues an audience and a
judgment os to the value of the communication.
At the same time, in every spesker’s mind,
there instantly arises a craving for acceptance.
This demand for the reception of the published
matter can only be answered from the outside.
It cannot be satisfied by the internal con-
sciousness of purity of intention and devoted
zeal. It seeks fruit from its husbandry. Thus
even St. Paul, clear about his miraculous call,
and assured of his mission, communicated
‘with the other disciples at Jerusalem (apply-
weg to them by revelation) and laid the Gospel
which he preached “Privately before them
who were of repute, lest by any means he
should be running or had run in wain.”
(Gal. ii. 2.)

In the case of the message from God to
mankind, it seems obvious that there is a
reciprocal demand which can only be met by
response from the respective parties. For its
own future benefit as well as for its security
in listening, the audience has a right to
require from the messenger that he comes
from God; for the verification of his mission
the faithful messenger will crave a real effect
on his hearers. The congregation has a right
to exact with Peter, “If any man speak let
him speak as the oracles of God;” the true
messenger exposes his heart when he appeals,
“We are made manifest unto God, and I trust
also are made manifest in your consciences.”

For an effici~nt Christian ministry we have
then two requ  1ents—the one a priori, the
other o posterwors. About the latter there is
little doubt ; for the fruitfulness of & ministry
can be tested by experience; and from the
nature of the proof we must wait for evidence.

But about the mission from God, there is
obscurity. How is it to be ascertained ? John
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Wesley summed up the necessary qualifications
for the minister as “grace, gifts, and fruit.”
Assuming the “garace” enjoyed by the min-
ister to be that of a true believer, a child of
God, and leaving the “ fruit ” to be verified by
the result of his work, how can the messenger
himself be certified of his “gifts ?” and how
can the church—the assembly—Dbe satisfied of
his possession of them ?

(This is the same question of the call or
mission from God. For we all feel intuitively
that whom God sends He calls, and that
whom He calls He endows with the requisste
gifts for His service.)

Now, to answer this question, we must recur
to first elements in Christianity.

The church or congregation is a mixed
assembly of believers, in whom the Spirit of
God dwells, and of disciples, or learners, who
acknowledge Christ as their Teacher. Every
child of God is a disciple;; but every disciple
is not a child of God. This assembly of dis-
cipies is the church (ecclesic) which God has
summoned, or called out of the world, by the
gospel,

Within this general cirele of disciples #aere
is an inner network, of fellowship (koinonia,
communion) of those whom the Spirit of God
has united to Christ and to each other. To
these it it is written, “ And because ye are
sons God hath sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into your hearts erying Abba Father.”

This fellowship has bothits dutiesand its pri-
vileges. Its highest privilege is communion
with God—* fellowship with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ.” (1 Johni. 8) Its
duty as to itselfis to grow in grace; its duty as
to disciples is to teach them the way of God
more perfectly ; its duty as to the world is to
communicate the Word of life. The dearest
privilege of believers is communion with God
and with each other; but the chief duty of
the chureh is teaching. The early church
“continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship.” And teaching must
precede fellowship. Indeed, in the initiation
of the Kingdom, teaching must have place
without the enjoyment of fellowship ; for, the
first movement of the messenger was to sum-
mon the multitude. (Christ “came not to
CALL the righteous, but sinners.”’—See more
correct reading in the New Revision, Matt.
ix. 13) In the institution of the kingdom
there was at first no proper church. The man
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of God taught the multitude in order to gather
a church to Christ.  Originally, therefore, the
community was wanting. The apostles as
first messengersstood alone, the first “teachers
of nations in faith and verity.” Subsequently
the community actuated by the same Spirit
became identified with the preacher.

The Saviour Himself was in every sense
the originator of the kingdumn on earth.
Next to Him His apostles disseminated the
Word to nations. Afterwards His ambassa-
dors, speaking always in His Name and for
Him, became the voices of the communities
which shared His Spirit. And now the
utterance of the ministry is in one sense the
uttera.ce of the church.

We shall see that this must be the case if
we really “ believe in the Holy Ghost,” as the
working of the Spirit is revealed in the New
Testament. Not only do we read that “by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one body ;"
but we read, “try the spirits whether they be
of God;” “prove all things; hold fast to that
which is good.”

These commands, given to Christians gen-
erally, imply that the members of Christ have
ample power to fulfil them by a spiritual dis-
cernment. The power provided is that of the
Holy Ghost. For we read in other places,
“be filled with the Spirit;” and, “ye bave
an anointing from the Holy One and ye
know all things” (or“ ye all know ”)—John ii.
20; and further, “ Hereby know we that we
dwell in Him and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit.” {1 John iv. 13.)

This last most marked statement, which
defines the community, has been disregarded
by the churches, because they have altogether
departed from that catholic spirit of St. John
which appears in his directly preceding state-
ment, “ Beloved, if God so loved us we ought
also to love one another. No man hath seen
God at any time. If we love one another
God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected
in us.” In order to be “congregational” in
saintship, the churches must first be “catho-
lic” inlove. “So we, being many, are one
hody in Christ, and every one members one of
avother,” (Romans xii. 5.)

But the Holy Ghost supplies to the com-
munity the “discerning of spirits;” and thus
from the moment that the community of
Christ is established that community is com-
petent to accept God’s messenger and to
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recognize his authority to teach. We must
here distinguish between authority and its
recognition. Authority can come from God
only. All God’s messengers are sent by Him-
self— The Lord gave the Word: great was
the compauny of those that published it;” but
acceptance must come froni the congregation;
and in the very same Psalm (the 68th, which is
quoted in Ephesians iv. 8 and 11, concerning
the ministry), in which it is said that the
ascended Saviour “ Received gifts for men, yea
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God maght
dwell among them,” we read afterwards, “Bless
ye God in the congregations.” The aggregate
of these congregations is previously called, in
addressing God in the same Psalm, “ Thy con-
gregation” (“Thy troop,” literally in the
Hebrew “ Thy living thing”).

In the first verse of the 111th Psalm we
find in the Hebrew almost precisely the dis-
tinction between the Greek lLoinonia and
ecclesia. The Psalmist praises Jehovah “in
the assembly of the upright, and in the con-
gregation "—in the Hebrew, in the intimacy,
or consultation, of the upright, and in the
appointed assembly. In Psalm cvii. 32, we
have the convocation of the people and the
session of the elders. We find then in the
Old Testament intimations of the same dis-
tinction which appears in the New Testament
church—a distinction between the common
assembly of disiples and the inner fellowship
of older believers, of eldersinfaith. Thisdis-
tinction pervades the New Testament. “Ye
younger submit yourselves to the elder:”
“rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a
father.” And it is a distinction which arises
above the possession of special ministerial
gifts; for we read in Acts (chapter ix. 10 to
20) that “a certain disciple at Damascus
named Ananias” was sent by the Lord Jesus
to lay his hands on Paul that the apostle
might receive his sight, “ und be filled with the
Holy Ghost,” verse 17.

This particular narrative is conclusive upon
one point—that Ananias was aware that the
laying on of his hands on Paul was intended
to carry with it the consequence that Paul
might be filled with the Holy Ghost;
although that consequence is not specially
mentioned by the Saviour in the 12th verse.

Thus the apostle of the Gentiles received
the Holy Ghost through “sa certain disciple,”
of whom we have not the slightest reason to

suppose that he was an officer in the Christian
Church.

The possession of this Spirit constituted
“the fellowship” of the early church— fel-
lowship in the gospel,” Phil. i, 5, or rather,
“for the gospel;” in the New Revision,
“in furtherance of the gospel” There can be
no denial that the primitive church held a
“communion of saints.” And this communion
of saints was gifted with the spiritual dis-
cernment peeded to verify ministerial gifts.
We can have no hesitation in affirming that
i the recognition and acceptance of & true min-
iistry must come from the communion of
i saints.

And therefore our Christian ministry now
ymust be Congregational. The approving
sanction of the communion of saints follows a
ministry Evangelical and Catholic.

When it is seen that the final decision on
ministerial grace and gifts rests with the
spiritual fellowship, and after it has been
ascertaincd from scripture that ministers of
the congregation must previously be members
in the same fellowship and partakers of the
same grace, there does not remain any objec-
i tion, in principle, to the practical convenience
‘of deputing to older ministers the examination
{of applicants for the ministry. For in the

true church of Christ there cannot exist a
| Jealousy of conflicting rights and a dread of
] encroachment. Christian chureh is

The
neither an oligarchy nor a democracy. Itis
an absolute monarchy, of which Christ is the
king, involving a theocracy in which the
Holy Ghost rules and directs the citizens in
their devotion to Christ. Between these citi-
zens in their devotion to Christ. Between
these citizens there cannot be any rivalry—
unless they err from their loyalty. Mutual
service is the rule of the church which has
received its order “ by love serve one another.”

(We are repeatedly reminded of the neces-
sity for a catholic love.)

It is quite competent then to the spiritual
community to delegate executive duty to
some of 1ts members.

But it is necessary to remember that such
action takes place in virtue of the spirit which
pervades the body.

b (Iit is delegated to the action of the whole
ods-.

Dr. Geikie, in his “ Life of Christ,” terms the

church “the Christian republic—a republic
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new ;" at intervals a giant elm, bending its graceful
boughs to the morning breeze ; fields ripe unto har-
vest, or fromy which the bounteous stores had been
gathered—the winding road and zig-zag lines of
fence breaking the monotony of the level lands. A

little east of the farm, Winifred caught a glimnpse of!

sparkling waters, of tall trees retlected in the shining
mirror, encircled by gently rising bills, and in the
Thorndale mill-pond thought she had discovered a
tiny lake.

But her meditations were interrupted by a light
tap at the door, and her * come in ” was answered by
Faith’s entrance.
the mother’s expressior was repeated in the girl's fair

sweet face, and the dark eyes were a counterpart of .

Egbert’s.

“Ie heard you stirring, Miss Roy, but mother
thinks you should not rise so early. The men are
going to work in the north field to-day, so we hed
breakfast an hour before the usual time.”

As Faith conveyed the message, she glanced with

half-shy ioterest at the stranger, of whom her mother

had spoken so kindly.

“You are very kind,” said Winifred,  but indeed I
am quite rested. How exceedingly beautiful the
country is, Miss Thornton. I think one could
scarcely help being perfectly happy where everything
wust be so lovely all the time.”

“{Ve will show you a great many prettier places

than Thorndale, I hope,” replied Faith, smilingly.

“The country around us is considered too flat to be
very beautiful, and we are so far from the water that
there is not much to tempt tourists. IBut, Miss Roy,

if you are ready, and will put these rubbers on, we

can go out and see mother’s iowers, while the dew is
vn them.”

Passionately fond of flowers, Winifred's admiration
knew no bounds, as they stood before the centre
bed,” the special object of Mrs. Thornton’s attention ;
for, as if conscinuz, and in recognition of her loving
care, the plants bloormed with surpassing luxuriance.

A few late roses drooped heavy with perfume over’

tha glad, bright faces of velvety pansies; rich, dark
carnaiions, misty hidden maidens, and masses of
white candytuft mingled their delicate beauty with

the almost tropical spiendour of brilliant scarlet
poppies—holding the sunlighi with magic spell—
flashing spears of gladioli and crimson fox-gloves, |

while mignonette, sweet-peas and English wall-flow- |
ers, vied in fragrance wiith many other blossoms new
to Winifred, who had spent her life chiefly in a city.

“ See,” cried Faith, ¢ are they not Invely 2" and as
she spoke she culled & bouguet, glistening with s‘a.rfy
gems, and placed it in Winifred's hand. Flowers '
seem to last longer, if they are gathered while the
dew-drops are on them.”

No doubt as to her identity, for '

“Ah,” said Mrs. Thornton, giving her hand in
pleasant greeting to Winifred, as the girls re-entered
the house, “ I am glad to see roses instead of lilies
this morning ; you were very pale last night. But
Miss Roy, you should have slept later. I'm afraid
you will find this day long.”

But the hours flew swiftly by in the peaceful farm-
house, and watching the busy, yet quiet, routine of
the home life, reading fresk thoughts from nature’s
| pages through the open windows, and appreciating
the undertone of barisony in all hér surroundings,
Winifred was greatly charmed with her first experi-
ence of farm life.
¢+ ‘“Faith,” said Mrs. Thornton, as she noticed the
thoughtful face, over which a shade of sadness stole,
. s Winifred’s own straightened home-life rose in con-

irast with the plenteousness about her, ““ I wish you
. would go over to Mrs. Burleigh and ask if she can
come to-morrow for a few hours, and help Prissie—
iand perhaps Miss Roy would like to see the mili ?

Su the two girls, shading their faces with enormous
straw hats, went through the fruit-laden orchurd,
across the bark-strewn mili yard—stopping & moment
to listen to the musieal *“ drp ™ of the leakage from
the fiume, on the moss-covered stones beneath—then
into the busy, whirring mill. The big doors, open at
either end, showing a vista of low-lyiug hills on the
rone side—on the other a fringe of woods, beyond
which lay the mill-pond—piles of timber, in various
stages, lying within and without.

Winifred looked on in speechless fascination, as
they watched one man guaging, and another guiding
the huge logs. * OLk,” she exclaimed, as an immmense
knot appeared in the hard oak, “can it cut through
that?” Dut with & defiant shriek, the remorseless
saw fulfilled its mission, cleaving the guivering tim-
ber with secmningly little effort, leaving Winifred al-
most dismayed by its power.

“ AMiss Thornton,” said Winifred, as they eeated
themselves within speaking distance of the noisy
_machinery, ‘““is it not pleasant to think of all the
work those saws accomplish, aud ne one worn out or
tired by it ? The men seém to have so little trouble,
and yet see how much is being done? If we were
only conscious of some power in ourselves that would
enable us to do what we wish without *fainting by
the way, " she continued, musingly, ‘“how much
i easier life would be.”

“ Do you not think we may bave, Miss Roy? Yom
know the water keeps the wheels in motion, and we
} only nced the well spring of hope and faith to make
"us brave and strong for every task!”™
¢ Yeg, but the hot sun dries the spring, or the win-
ter’s cold freezes if. and then our will grows weak to
perform, and the wheels stop,” said Winifred, with a
wistful gaze into the clear, iruthful eyes, that had
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turned from watching the fields all chegvered with the
sheen and shade of the flitting shadows overhead.

Deeply as she had thought on religious subjects,
Faith had rarely given utterance to her impressions,
but something in her companion’s earnest tone and
expressive face had stirred her heart as mnothing
bhad done before: and with a bright flush on her
usually colourless cheek, she repeated the words,
“Rejoicing in hope—continuing instant in prayer.”
Do you not think we may replenish the spring always
in that way 2"’ she added, in a lone tone.

Ag Faith and Winifred retraced their steps, for-
getful, in the thoughts that bad been excited in their
minds, of Mrs. Thornton's behest, they felt as if they
had known each other for years, for & chord of true
sympathy had been touched in each heart.

‘“ Well, Miss Roy,"” snid Egbert, as they sat at din-
ner an hour later, I met Mr. Holt coming to lovk
for you, this morning. I think old Miles fmust have
tried to frighten him = little, for he was glad to find
you were in safe-keeping. I told him it was too hot
for you to go over now, so he will come after tea.”

 Egbert, perhaps Miss Roy will go into the parlor,
it is cooler there,” and TFaith, leading the way,opened
the handsome modern piano, and asked Winifred to
play something for them.

‘ Can I do enything for you, Miss Roy ? " said Eg-
bert, as she glanced hesitatingly at him.

“ I did not know we would be so far from & post-
office, Mr. Thornton,” she answered, ** and I promised
to write home immediately on my arrival. I am
afraid mamma will be very anxious if she does not
hear.”

“Colin will be going to Glen Allen in an hour.
Could you bavea Jetter ready then ? The siage calls
at ¢ Milligan's Corners * every morniag for the mail,
but by sending a letter now, it will go on the evening
train, and Mrs. Roy will receive it to-morrow morn-
ing.” And thoughtful Egbert placed pen and paper
before Winnifred, who thanked him gratefully, as he
went to give insiructions te the man.

Her letter finished, Winifred lay down on the sofa,
glad to collect her scattered thoughts and accustom
her mind to the future still in stere. But very soon
the flickering shadows on the large patterned carpet;
the ontlines of the heavy mahogany furniture ; the
wreaths of exquisite feather flowers and beautiful
wax bouqueis faded into *‘indistinetness,” and she
was once more in the land of dreams.

‘¢ Miss Roy,” Winifred started up hastily, as Faith
laid her hand lightly on her shoulder, “ Mr. Holt is
here and you have not had tea. You were sleeping so
nicelr that mother would not let 1ne awaken you.”

** How could I have slept so long?” Winifred ex-
cleimed, 83, recalled to her waking senses, she real-
ized tbat & flood of brilliant light from s magnificent

sunset had bathed the world around them in golden
glory. Again the undefinable feeling of loneliness
and dread of strangers tempted her almost to tears.

“ You will like Mr. Eolt very much,” whispered
Faith, as they entered the sitting room; indeel,
Winifred felt quite reassurred as she saw his grave,
kind face.

*“When your letter arrived this morning, Miss
Roy, we were sadly distresced sbout you,” he said,
as he shook hands with her, “ but I was heartily glad
to find that you had met with Egbert, and that you
would be well tuken care of. And Egbert, as your
mother insists on Miss Roy having tea before she
comes home, we will go down to the mill and sees
what Mr. King’s measurements are.

{To be continued.}

OFFERO THE BOLD.
There lived, if rightly we are told,
In Canaan, in the days of old,
A giant, Offero the Bold.
Proud of his strength, he boasted he
Would to no master sabject be
Who could not claim as chief to stand
For power and weslth throughout the land.
So to a king he went, whose name
Stood highest on the lists of fame,
There ofiered he his service good,
And quickly high in favour stood.
One duy it chanced before the king
A wandering minstrel came to sing,
And as bhe sung was often heard
The name of Saian. At the word
The king aye crossed himself. ‘* Nay, then,
‘Why dost thou so, thou chief of men?
What means this sign? ” bold Offero cried,
The mighty monarch naught replied.
¢ Oh, if thou tell’st me not, I go.”
““ Well, then,” replied the king, *‘if so,
I make the sign because I fear
The evil one, whose name we hear.”
“ Thou fear'st him ! why, then, he must be
Greater than thou! I'll not serve thee,
I'll Satan seek.” He left him then,
And, #avelling, met a band of men,
W\ hose leader cried, ‘¢ Why, ho! what now,
Whither so fast, what seekest thou?”
¢ 1 seek for Satan, who, I hear,
Can make the mightiest monarch fear.”
¢ Then seek no farther, I am he ;
Come, join my ranks and march with me,”
They journeyed on, until at iast
A cross stood whers their road lay past.
At sight of this did Satan qaske,
And soughi a circling path to take.
¢ Why dost thou so?” bold Ofero cried ;
** Why fear the cross ? ” but none replied.
¢ Oh, if thou tell’st we not, 1 go.”
‘¢ Nay, then,” he answered, * thou must know
I bate the cross because ’twas there
Christ Jesus hung, and Him I fear.”
“ But if thou fesr'st Him ther is He
A mighter one than thou can’st be,
T'll serve Christ Jesus, and not thee.”
In this new search, he came i¢ whers
A hermit hved in constant prayer.
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“ Whom seekest thou?" *¢Jesus Christ,” said he,
¢« That I His servitor may be.”

A look ot love the hermit cast.

+ 1f thou wouldst serve Him, thou must fast.”
<1 cannot fling my strength away.”

¢« If thou wouldst serve Him, thou must pray.”
<Y will not bend a knes, not 1.”

The hermit paused, then made reply,

¢ Thou wi't not fast, thou wilt not pray ?
But wilt thou serve another way?

Thou know'st that river, whose rougk wave
So oft doth prove a sudden grave

To weary traveller? Wilt thou stay
Beside its banks, and day by day

Assist all those who pass that way ?

“ Aye, will 1! That will suit me well.”
He went beside the flood to dwell,

And ready aid to all he gave

Who strove to cross the troubled wave.
Then, from His throne in heaven above,
The Lord looked down in pityinglove.

« See here my servant serving me,

Yei knows me not, nor worships me.”
One day the sun bad sought the west
And Offero laid him down to rest,
When't secmed he heard, in accents low —
* Carry me over, Offero.”

He rose to give the needed aid,

But naught could see amid the shade,
Lgid down again ; 'twas pleaded low,

¢ Carry me over, Offero.”

He rose again, but none could ses,

And all was still as still could be.

Yet on his couch again once more

The same coft accénts as before.

Now with a torch he sought around,

And soon & litile child he found,

With ontstretched arms, e murmured low,
¢ Carry m- over, Offero.”

Touched by the accents soft and mild,
At once he raised the pleading child,

And plunging in the foaming tide

To reach the other shore he tried.

But oh, how great the weight he bore !
His giant frame was wet with gore,

His every limb with anguish shook,

So painfully each step he took

But leaning on his staff that he

Hsd rooted up—a full grown tree—

At length he safely passed the flood,

And on the other side hs siood.

Gently he placed the child on earth ;

<« Now tell me, Thoun of wondrous birth,
Who art Thou that hast been to me

As heavy as the world could be? ”

* No marvel that,” the child replied.

* Know thou hast borpe across the tido
The world's great Maker. Thoa would’st be
My servant ? see, I come to thee.

Plant yonder stafi.” ’Tis done, and lo!
Blossoms and fruit are seen to grow.

The Holy Child has passed away

And Offero now has learned to pray.
Lowly on earth his heart he poured

In prayer to Jesus Christ his Lord.

YWho art thou giant man? they cry.

« Offero once,"” was the reply,

« The bearer ; but 1 now can claim
Chirist Offero my honourei nams.”
Reader would'st read the legend right ?
Hast thou ne'er heard in sorrow’s night,
A plaintive voice to thee that cried

For aid to stem the troubled tide

Of poverty or pein or grief ?

Hast thon arisen with relief ?

And hast thou ta’en the torch of love,
Lest useless should thy seeking prove

Oh! be to all an Offero ;

Yet not an Offero alone ;

Christ-Cfferc to all be known,

‘Whate'er the aid that thon afford

Do it as serving Christ the Lord,—Selected.

GIdission YR otes.

TuE following letter from the London (Eng.) Outlook
will have its interest, speaking as it does of that city,
once tho proud mistress of the world, long the seat of
ecclesiastical despotism—now the capital of a united
Ttaly :

¢ During a recent visic to Rome I made what in-
quiries I could as to the spread of the gospel among
the inhabitants of that famous city. Rome has been
open to the preaching of the Word for the about twelve
years; and though numerous agencies are at work,
and much geod has been done, still no very greap
impression seems to have been made upon the mass
of the pecple. It would almost appear as if until
sowe chieliain in the Romish Church, a man of elo-
quence and power, be won over to the side of the
truth, and be enabled boldly and with singleness of
heart to proclaim the whole truth to all who will
hear, the work will languish. 1 visited the following
churches :

¢« 1. The Chiesa Libera, or Free ltalian Church. It
is Presbyterian. Its adherents belong for the most
part, I am informed, to the poorer classes of society.
They possess good buildings—a church, a college, and
schools. On the Sunday morning when I was present
the congregation consisted of about seventy.

¢ 2. English Wesleyans. This body has a commo-
dious church, with elegant exterior and ministers’
houses. Mr. Piggott is the principal minister. He
preaches in Italian with great earnestness and free-
dom. 1 attended evening worship; there were
about seventy present. The church would, I think,
Iiold about 200. A mothers’ meeting and other evan-
gelistic agencies are carried on in connection with this
church.

“In a large room belonging tn the Wesleyan body a
most interesting meeting of soldiers is held every
night in the week. The minister who conducts the
service is Signor Capellini, a man of good family.
He has himself been in the army, and was converted
by the perusal of a tract. After labouring some time
as a private iadividual for the conversion of his fel-
lows, he was eventually set aparl by the American
Episcopal Methodist Church as a missionary to sol-
diers. On the evening when I heard him the room
was filled with a most attentive corgregation, about
sixty in number. The Italian army consists of young
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|
men brought from all parts of the country, and they  first settled pastor was Signor Giovanni Ribetii.
are compelled to serve for three years. Those who | This divine had boldly proclaimed the gospul in Tus-
come under Signor Capellini's influence will, on leav- | cany as soon as the power of the Duke of 'Tuscany
ing the army, carry the gospel with them to their own | was overthrown (1859%) by the troope uf Victor

homes in different places.

3. The American Baptist church. Dr. Taylor is
the minister, a man like most of the rest, greatly
esteemed. The church is a nice one. About forty
persons were present when I was there; it would
hold four times that number.

regards as the most promising department of his
work.

‘“4. The English Baptist church. Mr. Wall is the
minister. There were under 100 present when I
looked in, all of them listening to the word spoken
with apparent eagerness. The church is an open
communion one. Mrs. Wall, the wife of the minister,

on cne day of the week wathers together a great:
number of male beggars, and on another day, female-

paupers, and gives them bread and kind Christian
instruction ; in this she is assisted by an evangelist,

‘“5. There is another Isnghsh Baptist church in

another part of the city, which T had not an oppor--

tunity of visiting. I had, however, the pleasure of
meeting with the minister of it, Mr. Shaw, at a united
prayer-meeting.

‘6. The American Episcopal Methodist church.
The church is a commodious one. Between seventy
and eighty were there when I was present. The

preacher on that occasicn was Signor Cruciani, a'!
He formerly’

convert from the Church of Rome.
held the comfortable post of rector of the Church

at St. Giorgio, near Portc Recanati (not far from'

Ancona). He was visited with doubts as to the
scriptural nature of the tencts of the church of which
he was a priest. His efforis to gain fresh light were
frequenily bafiled.

decision, and he became a preacher of righteous-
ness. In doing this he made considerable worldly
sacrifices.

“%. There is in Rome a small body of Plymouth
Brethren. Mr. Roseiti holds the oftice of Exhorter of
the Brethren. This congregation does not at present
excite much attention.

8. A convert from Rome, generally called Count
Campello (he is a cousin to the real Count) has a small
congregation. He was formerly a Canon in the
Church of Rome. ,

‘9. The Waldensian church—though I mention it

There is a tlourishing
achool attached to this church, which Dr, Taylor’

His earliest advances towards:
the Protestant brethern were but coldly received. '
At length by the grace of God he was brought to

Emmanuel ; he did so at the risk of his life in conse-
}quehce of the violence of the priestly party at that
 time. It is nearly cieven years since he was put in
‘charge of the infant cause at Rome by the Mission
. Doard of the Waidensian Church. His eflorts were
fairly successful ; s church was gathered and a eession
was formed. He was, I am informed, much at
. home with his peuple, and they esteemed him. Un-
- expectedly, however, against his own wishes and that
of his people, he was required by the Board of
Missions to leave his flock, and, after some mutations,
was located at Pisa. Signor Guglielmo Meille, whose
“health had on a former oceasion failed in Rome, was

sent to supply his place. After the lapse of about a
-year his health failed again, and he has been tem-
porarily removed, his place being meanwhile supplied
by Signor Butfa. These changes and this state of
uncertainty is necessarily inimical to the growth of
the Church. Upto the present time they have not had
a building of their own to worship in, though one is
now in course of erection. They have had to remove
two or three times, and the place in which they wor-
_ship at present is a very inconvenient one. When I

wag there the congregation did not amount to

100 ; it probably did not consist of more than sixty or
_seventy.

¢“In the chief city of the land, after an effort of more
than twelve years, this is disappointing. The Wal-
;densian Commiitee of Evangelization, as is well
known, act on the principle that it ‘“ has a right and
it is its duty to keep a strict oversight of its workers,
and it has full liberty to dispose of them as it thinks
When a church can support a minister it
acquires a right to choose.” At home we proceed in
a different mauner. So long as a group of wor-
shippers is regarded as a mission station it remains
under the sole direction of the Mission Committee ; but

when it is formed into a congregation with a
"moderator, elders, and deacons, it assumes all the

rights of a church, the chief of which is the choice of
:a minister— even though it should require for some
.time longer the pecuniary aid of the mother church.
gPerhaps a medium between the two systems
Iwould be the best plan. To Leep a church long
.in leading strings is enough to paralyze its energies
.entirely. The state of the Waldensian missions in

Ttaly seems to prove this. Of all the stations under

the charge of the Board, some of which were begun

last—was the first ‘o unfurl the Lannner of a full and |as early as 1859, only one, I am informed, if there bo
free gospel in the modern City of Rome. The very |one, is self-sustaining. And as regards our English
first Sunday after the entry of the Italian troops |system, it might be well if an infant church were to
Signor Prochet preached to all who would listen. Its | be aided in its choice by the advice of the Mission
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;Bm rd, or that the minister chosen should not be per-
- fisnetly settled until his fitness for the office had been
g:p-o\ ed by the successful discharge of its duties for two
: g three years.
“i¢ ¢ A flourishing Waldensian Church in Rome would
i'gladden the hearts of Christians throughout the world.
;\_,1 ¢ Most of the churches of which I have spoken have,
-If.bt.lll,‘\ e, in addition to thechief minigter’ }nissigna}:‘y
guns who assist in the work.
1 have not mentioned the English Churches.in:
Jome, which are maintained for the benefit of English ;
;ﬁnd Amcrican residents and visitors ; but I cannot
Ip nuticing two English meetings of a very avreeuble

aracter which are held every week for the benefit -

‘o} the English-speaking people. One is held on the

nday evening after the services in the churches’
It meets for prayer and conference upon

i gre uver.

)

i tpe Lord’s work t‘)ruubhuut the world. It is held in

H

Zhe o[hel’ is a meeting presidcd over by the Presby-
___________ ; it is also held iu a public hall,
d is of the same catholic character as the former.

Jurch, to meet tugether in the chief city of the'
Papacy to tell of the TLord’s lovi ing doings throughout

ﬁ His kingdom in the earth.
¢J. Corrxxewoop Bruce.”

BABOO KESHUB CHUNDER SEN'S NEW
DISPENSATION.

.

7§ Baboo I.\.eshub Chunder Sen has addressed an'
‘apcu letter, dated New Year's Day, to all the great’
fuous in the werld, and to the ehief religious sects

.

18 Jesus, of Buddha, of Confucius, of Zoroaster, of
ahomet, of Nanae and the varicus branches of the!
Emdu Church, fo thesaints and the sages, the bishops '
ﬁld the elders, ministers and the missionaries of all'
ese religious bodies, in which, after a preamble, he |
maha the following declaration :—
L { It has pleased the Holy God to send unto the world |
¥ message of peace and love, of harmony and recon-
iation.

Thlb New Dispensation hath He in boundless mercy
uchsafed to us in the East, and we have been com- |
g nded to bear witness unto it among the nations of |
earth.

Thus said the Lord—Sectarianism is an abomina-
n unto Me, and unbrotherliness I will not tolerate.
31 desire love and unity, and My children shall be
{i one heart, even as I am one.

3 At sundry times have I spoken through My pro-
ghets, and though many and various My dispensa-
Tm there is unity in them.

n

public hall, and is presided over by the different
:gnglislx-sl)ealiing evangelical ministers in rotation.

itla very pleasant for Christians from various lands, :
and belonging to various branches of the one Catholic ‘

e world, and to pray for the universal “establishment _

the Fast and the West, to the followers of Moses, |

]

But the followers of these My propheis have quar-
{relled and fought, and they hate and exclude each

other.

The unity of heaven's messages have they denied,

i and the science that binds and harmonises them tLeir
; eyes see not, and their hearts ignore.
! Hear ye men, there is one music but many instru-
i mzeuis, ore body and many lunbs, one spirit but diverse
gifts, one blood yet many nations, one Church yet
many churches.

Blessed are the peacemakers, who reconcile differ-
ences and establish peace, goodwill, and brotherhood
in the name of the Father.

These words hath the Lord our God spoken unto
“us, and His sew Gospel He hath revealed unto us,
& Gospel of exceeding joy.

The Church Universal hath He already planted in
“this land, and therein are ail prophets and all Scrip-
tures harmonised in beautiful synthesis,

And these blessed tidings the loving Father hath
charged me and my brother apostles to declare unto
all the nations of the world, that being of one blood
"they may also be of one faith and rejoice in one Lord.

Thus shall all discord be over, saith the Lord, and
peace shall reign on earth.

Humbly, therefore, I exhort you, brethren, to accept
this new message of universal love.
 Hate not, but love ye one another, and be ye one in
| spirit and in truth even as the Father is one.

All errors and impurities ye shall ecchew in what-
ner Church or nation they may be found, but ye shall
hate no Secripture, no prophet, no church.

Renounce all manner of supersiition and error, iv-
fidelity and scepticism, vice and sensuality, and be
ye pure and perfect.

Every saint, every prophet, anu every martyr ye

all honour and love as a man of God.

Gather ye the wisdoin of the East and West, an?

(accept and assimilate the examples of the saints of all
ages.

So that the most fervent devotion, the deepest com-
{ munion, the most self-denying asceticism, the warmest

i philanthropy, the strictest justice and veracity, and
I the highest purity of the best men in the world may
ibe yours.

Above all, love one another and merge all differ-
| ences in universal vrotherhood.

Beloved brethren, accept ourlove and give us yours,
tand let the East and the West with one heart celebrate
the jubilee of the New Dispensation.

Let Asia, Europe, Africa, and America with diverse
instruments praise the New Dispensation, and sing
the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of Man,

A foot-note is appended, requesting the editors of
the lesding journals in Europe and Americe, in Indis,
Australia, China, and Japan, to insert theabove Epistle
in their respective papers.

sh
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Ydews of the lhurches.

Berrevitie.—¢ Conditions of Success” was the
title of an address given at the Congregational church
of this city at its annual tea-mecting, April 10th.
The pastor and managers of the church had studied
the subject in regard to the services, and well fultilled
the ‘“ conditions,” for the meeting was thoroughly en-
joyed by all present. The service of praise was under
the leadership of Mr. Smith. The addresses by Rev.
C. W. Watch and Rev. M. W. McLean were filled
with instruction and helpful thought ; and perhaps the
greatest success of all was the proving of the fact that
a tea-meeting and religious service can be so combined
a8 to result in spiritual good to those attending, and
to redound to the glory of God. We wish pastor and
church abounding success in the work of the Lord.

BowmanvirLe.—We are glad to receive reports of
continued prosperity from this church. At the an-
nual meeting on the 15th of February last, an increase
of membership of sixty per cent. was reported for the
past year. The finances were good, and the pastor
surprised by an increase in his salary of one hundred
and twenty dollars.  On the 16th of March a beauti-
ful new organ, the gift of Mr. Piggott, of the Domin-
Organ and Piano Company, was presented to the
church, the occasion being celebrated by a capital
concert. The organ was manufactured by the Dom-
inion Organ and Piano Company, and is one of their
largest and finest insiruments—similar to those con-
stantly being shipped to England, but with the differ-
ence that this case is made of very fine butternut, and
embellished with walnut mouldings and carvings, to
match the woodwork of the church. The instrument
ic fitted with theCompany’s improved and patented bel-
lows, which can be used with the foot or blow-handle.
It now contains seven sets of reeds, and is so arranged
that two sets more of pedal bass reeds can be put in,
with pedals and pedal to manual, making the instru-
ment capable of as many changes as a pipe organ cost-
ing five times as much. There are eighteen stops,
with swell and grand organ attachments, giving full
scope for all desired variations and combinations. The
organ is surmounted with an elegantly-designed and
finished pipe top, the pipes of which are laid with gold
ieaf and richly embellished by the hand of an artist;
giving the instrument a very handsome appearance,
and making a chaste and beautiful piece of furniture
for the place it is designed to fill. It is ten feet six
inches in height, and valued at $800.

BraxtroRD.—This church passed through a winter
of trial, being without a pastor, but hopes very soon to
be able to report having secured the right man. The
recent visit of the Rev. Mr. Hall evidently infused new
missionary zeal, and the Young Ladies’ Missionary
Society is continuing the good work., Friday evening,

—_

the 13th inst., the young ladies gave n social for tl
benefit of foreign missions, and a very pleasant how
was spent. The address by Rev. M. Benson, pasty
of Brant Avenue Church, was earnestly given and '
tently listened to. Rev. J. B. Saer gave a very inten
esting talk, and placed congregationalists in a very
strong light, as one of the most generous denominationd
as regards missionary and other worthy causes
Gararraxa, First, has just had two weeks i
which the display of Divine power was such as
bring many souls into the kingdom. The church e
operated heartily with the pastor, and from the tirs
night of the special services there were earnest end
quiries after salvation. Mr. Hall is with us now, lnsf
labour has already borne fruitin a four-fold increasew
our contributions to the Home Missionary Society
The morning cometh ! 3
MoxTREAL —EMMANUEL.—We are glad to chronids
the continued success of the church whose annuj
report lies before us, and from which we extract th
following : First, history : On the 10th March, 187,
111 members of Zion Church withdrew from that fel
lowship, for the purpose of forming a new Congreg
tional church under the pastoral care of the Rev. J,
F. Stevenson, LL.B., one of the joint-pastors of Zion
Church. On Sunday, March 14th, 1875, after an ap.
propriate service conducted by Mr. Stevenson, the
church was duly organized, and Mr. Stevenson wa
unanimously chosen pastor. At the same time th
church, by formal resolution of the United brother
hood, received the name of ¢ Emmanuel Church.” A:
the church possessed no local habitation of its own,
the public services on the Lord’s Day were held in the
Montreal Gymnasium Building ; and on weck-even
ings, in the Lecture-Room of Frskine Church. In
the month of June, 1875, ground was broken for the
ercction of a new church-edifice, on a site occupying
the corner of Stanley street, and facing St. Cath
arine street. Oun April 15th, 1876, the corner-stone
was laid by the Pastor, assisted by the Rev. Dr
Wilkes. On January 14th and 21st, 1877, the bui]d-ﬁ
ing was opened for divine service with special dedi:
catory services. Number of members received since
the orgauization of the church, 334. Number in fel
lowship January 7th, 1883, 241. The Church Roll
has been carefully examined and revised, and the feol-
lowing are the statistics of the year :~~Admitted to
fellowship, on Profession, 3 ; by letter, 17 ; total, 20,
The removals have been :—By death, 3; transfer
ence, 15; absentees, 4; total, 22. The financial
statement :—It shows a total of $7,800 for contribu.
tions to current expenses in 1882, an increase of $861
over the year of 1881. This sum of 87,800 is in-
creased by sundry receipts to $7,944. The disburse
ments for the year, as shown by the statemeni,
amount to $8,103, leaving a small balance due to the
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pay have practical bearings upon other than adherents

Emmanuel : “T have beeun gratified by the large
«?mgregations which have gathered on Sunday even-
‘inys, but I regret that they should not be composed
fhore generally of those who belong to our cwn num-
Jer. Nothing can make me think the practice of at-
dending wivine worship only once in a day a good or
‘right one. If we keep the church open, and if the
“finister gives the care and labour necessary to make
ge services edifying and instructive, it appears to me

‘grensm‘er. The following from the pastor's report

1 clear duty of those who can do so, to attend. Let
‘e ask your careful attention to this important sub-
ject, the right settlement of which is essential to our
“nfiuence and success as a Church, How can we do
$oud to others if we are not ourselves in the way of
.duty ¢ I have given riuch attention during the year
3o promote 2mong the young people of our congrega-
Hion a spirit of thoughtfulness and social kindness. It
“yill give me great pleasure to welcome still larger
~humbers to the meetings of our Young People’s Asso-
‘biation. I have found them both pleasant and profit-
-3ble, and I believe others have also. All are gladly
«}eceived who care to come ; the mere presence of our
“Joung people is an important contribution to our com-
2 fort and success. The improved position of the Sun-
“Hay school is a matter for congratulation to the sup-
“%rintendent, and to all the office-bearers and teachers.
£The work done is unspeakably important ; Ipray that
Gt may be more and more successful. In order to
;inake it g0, it is most necessary that parents should
;:;?arnestly co-operate with the work of the school. Let
“¥s bear our children very fervently on our hearts
“before God, that they may be led to give themselves
o the Saviour without reserve, and may take their
+places in the Church as earnest and instructed dis-
“Ziples of Christ. We have promises on which we may
“Jean. The God of our fathers will be the God of our
children also.”

NEWFOUNDLAND.—From the manual of the Queen’s
;;‘?Road Church, St. Johns, we clip the following items :—
=Thischurchisone of theoldestin British North America ;
s pnd was founded by the Rev. John Jones in 1775. It
gEs; connected with the Colonial Missionary Society of
%Ergland ; aiding with that society in the maintenance
"of mission churches in the island, its pastor, Rev. D.
ﬂgBeeton, being superintendent of the missions on the
“society's behalf. Including the church and school in
-ALabrador supported by the ladies in Montreal, the
:gchm'ch has four missions, five schools, and a training
“sehool for pupil teachers, involving an annual expend-
“Siture for missions and education of $2,736, $1,600 of
“which comes from external sources, leaving $1,236 as

“§The membership numbers 124, an increase of four on
Alast year. The financial accounts exhibit contributions

“lthe contribution of this church towards the work.” |

of over two thousand dollars. The missionary work
of the island is reported on. Wo extract the follow-
ing :—* We are devoutly thankful to the Great
Head of Missions to be able to record a success-
ful year's work. The church in Twillingate has
been blessed with a year of quiet and steady
progress, under the pastoral care of Mr. Whyte.
The chapel being now clear of debt, the people
are bent upon building a suitable school-house.
The period of Mr. Whyte's engagement came to a
close last fall, and he left Twillingate for college amid
the sincere regrets and warm wishes of his people for
his future success. Mr. C. Mackay now succeeds him,
and it is a matter of great thankfulness that there has
been no vacancy in the pastorate. A missionary has
been secured for Fortune Bay. Mr. James McAdie
was engaged in the latter part of the year, and came
out in October to his work. The solitary outpost of
gospel truth, and the centre of spiritual light for a
large neglected district in Fortune Bay, Pool’s Cove, is
now furnished with a strong, earnest, self-denying
man as missionary ; and Miss Cross as school teacher
bears her share of the spiritual and social work of the
mission. The work in Fortune Bay is largely itinera-
ting and can be done only in summer, we look for-
ward with hope that Mr. McAdie will be able worthily
to follow in the footsteps of Messrs. Saer and Thomp-
son in their apostolic journeyings round this secluded
and neglected Bay, carrying with him the word of life
to perishing souls. With regard to Smith's Sound,
very umportant incidents have taken place during the
past year, which are reasonably believed to have been
the means of strength to the mission, and which have
already begun to bear fruit of a gratifying kind. Mr.
Squires still labours with unflagging energy and spir-
itual sympathy for the people, and the services of the
sanctuary on the Lord’s Day are regularly maintained
and often crowded. Now that recent additions have
been made to the settlement the chapel is small
enough for the numbers attending. The pastor in ad-
dition to his labours in Rendell Harbour visits all
round Smith’s Sound preaching the Guspel wherever
there is an open door, and last year he weuld preach
the Gospel to at least one thousand difterent people
during the course of his missionary journeys. It is
important to bear this in mind as the church is a mis-
sionary centre and exercises an important influence on
the spiritual life of the district ; there have been
twelve members added to the church during the year,
including our friends Deacon Beer, his wife, and
daughter, who have now settled down in Random with
a bright prospect of doing great missionary service to
the cause of Christ, in that place. The Sunday school
under Mr. Butt has been prosperous, about forty at-
tending ; and a bible-class for young men and one for
young women are taught by Mr. Beer and Mrs.
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Squires respectively. Rev. Mr. Beaton accompanied
by a member of the committee (Mr. Calver), visited

the mission at Random in June last, and they were

received with every token of interest by the people,
and special services were held and houses of the peoplc
visited by the superintendent.
report says of the visit, ‘it was the means of infusing
new life into the various agencies of the mission.’

The result of the recent change of action in Random'
is that several families of respectable and mdependem
fishermen have requested your committee to sell them |
small portions of the land for building lots, and for'
this purpose twenty acres of the 105 acres that com-
poge the estate have been set apart. This action is in -

accordance with the unanimous opinion of the deacons '

of the mission Church, and Mr. Beaton’s recommend-
ation. The consequence is that a very large and im- -
portant addition has lately been made to the mission
cause ; and the hearts of the pastor and deacons of .
Random greatly cheered. As a first fiuit of the new
state of thmg_,s in Random, the first Missionary meet-

Mr. Squires in his |

o

North-West. We shall let it tell its own tale. W
prefer chronicaling just church work to talking g
money and bazaars :—About a year ago a carpenig
named William Henry Smith, came to this city fres’
Engl'md obtained work on the C.P.R., and duriy
:the winter was principally employed on the new de
lpot He was asteady, hard-working man, and « ‘“‘%
' enough money to bring his family out here, proposiy.
'to cstablish a happy home. His family arriveds
Halifax by the Cuspian, and came on to Winnipeg
and were greatly disappointed at not meeting husbhax.
and father. He had been buried on the afternoong
,her arrival. Ten day’s previously he took sick m'.l
"bronchitis, and after a week's saffering, died. An u’®
known friend met the woman at the station and o
learninug that she was Mrs. Smith, directed her to g
hotel. Ncext morning Rev. J. B. Silcox called on her{
took her to his house, and broke to her the sad new
of her husband’s death and burial, and collected 8
| | for her at the prayer meeting Wednesday night. Tb:f;
men with whom her i.'lsband worked, experlencm\

ing (which is to become an annual affair) was held, | ¢“ That touch of nature which makes the whole \\UI'IQ
and the handsome sum of £615s. 3d. collected on the | kin,” puttheir hands intheir pockets, and this morning
occasion. This is an event of the first significance in | when she went to the depot to get the amount due b,
the history of the mission, as the money then collected ) the C.P.R. to her husband, presented her with & ’2}
was handed into the general fund, and so the church ; in cash. Mr. Silcox, on behalf of Mrs. Smith, heam]f
in Random becomes a contributor to the general good. ‘:thanked the men for their noble gift. It gave him, k.
We havzalready rea.ped some fruit from this new de- ; said, new faith in human nature. Theirswasa pl.uct{
parture, and the mission must be considered in a act of kindness, and waswell bestowed. Half a dos

healthy and prosperous condition. Of course we will | blg burly fellows who were standiug arcund, wit?

require several years of hard work and self- denymg to  hearts as soft as children’s, exhibited the greatest in.

make it seif-supporting, but that good time is within ; terest in the woman. Mrs. Smith is still with ML
view. The increase of the numbers of the people, the ‘ Silcox, and thinks of returning to England with he
presence of Mr. Beer and his family, and the help of | ! children.” )
several uow able to manage financial matters, the m-l Z108 AND WaTFORD.—On the 25th of March tel
creased time Mr. Squires has, are all favourable to'members were received at Zion on a profession d¢:
the proper spiritual development of the mission. Welfaxth Special meetings were held for a few weels
earnestly trust that unity and zeal and the Spirit of . and evidence of renewed vigourand spiritual prosperity”
the Master will lead them on to a happy and holy is manifested. An organ has been purchased for t!kj
church life. Our field has, therefore, greatly increased 'use of the church and Sunday school, which has give
during the past year from Fortune Bay on the west, : Inew life to the service of praise. Special services a
to Labrador on the north. Our stations at the present | now conducted at the Watford church, which an
moment are all fully supplied and in good \workmg i bearing fruit and giving promise of still better x
order, and so are our schools ; and these are subjects | sults. Rev. R. Hay, the pastor, is a most dilligent}’
of the deepest gratitude to God. The home work of earnest and patient worker, who keeps the simph,
procuring the sinews of war has not flagged in interest, | gospel truth invariably in the fruit of all his effortsf
nor failed in result. Owr valuable and prosperous'H,s is just the kind of work that will wear well and
Juvenile Missionary Society has this year outdone even | that will continue to ripen into a harvest ready fu.
the last, which was looked upon at the time as a year | thesickle. Rev. J. I. Nickerson, of the M. E. Churchf’
of great things. Our re]atlons with the Colonial Mis- | hag been assisting at the Watford meetings, and Revf
sionary Society are still close and cordial. The Secre- | T, Hull is expected to give us help before they arj’

". ol

tary writes in & generous and sympathetic manner to
our superintendent, and the annual donation of £120
currency is again ungrudgingly given.”
Wix~ipeEG.—We gladly note from a new spaper the
following practical Christianity of our friends in the

closed. The annual union meeting of the Watfor}
and Zion churches was held in the Watford church of
the 24th of March. It was the largest and most engz
thusiastic meeting held for years, and the busines}

.look in this field was never more hopeful. —W. W, BE:

was conducted with the greatest unanimity. The outf
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ExcLaND.—Mr. Spurgeon’s flock is not only by far |Smith gave a very practical address on ‘‘ Church
the largest congregation in the world, but continues to | Sociality.” Mr. Hall followed with one on * Qur
grow at asatisfactory rate. The members are drawn | Mission Work,” and Mr. E. Barker, of Listowel, on
to the Tabernacle from every quarter of London, and | ‘‘Country Churchesin their relation to City Churches.”
in some instances from miles beyond ; and were they | The Association meets next fall by invitation at Bow-
to be all present vpon any one occasion, there would | manville.
be something less than one hundred empty seats avail-
able for the crowds of strangers who find their way to | Gdfficial I otices,
Newington every Sunday. The annual meeting of the !
congregation has j‘ust been held, under the Presi'dcincy : CONGREGATIONAL U .NION. OF ONTAKIO
of Mr. Spurgeon. ° It was reported that the offerings IND QUEBEC
at the doors during the twelve months for the college | ) )
again corresponded with the date of the year, £1,882.

rre ! | The Annual Meeting of the Union will be held, ac-
The additions to the membership for the year had been cerding to adjournment, in London, Ontario, ::om-

444, received th:s : by baptism, 267 ; by letter, 116; . mencing on Wednesday, June 6th, at 7:30 p.m., when
by profession, 57 ; by restoration, 4. The reductions, 41,6 Rey. W, Hay, of Scotland, Ontario, will preach
numbering 327, had been brought about thus: by dis- by appointment of the Union ! !
mission, 140 ; joined other churches without letters, | Arrangements are being 'ma do with the Grand
45 ; non-attendance, 57 ; emigrated, 15 ; other causes, I*Trunk and lesding railwas : "
5; deaths, 65. The net increase for the year was thus ' hs ey companies, and with the

! Richelieu and “rio Steamboat Company, for re-
shown to be 117, bringing the membership of Mr. ! d - ?
uced fares, and ..io usual reduct d
Spurgeon’s congregation up to 5,427. It must be re-! ’ ' eductions may be expected,

- | Particulars will be given next month, i
membered, however, that what is generally deemed | % When sending

> . for certificates (which must be signed by myself, and
pustoral work is largely overtaken by a band of Chris- ! must be presented at the ticket ogices, when pur’chas-
tian workers. The Newington Tabernacle isa hive. | ing tickeis) please state by what lines you intend to

I travel,
The_churches are respectfully reminded of the col-
lection for the Union, which each corgregation is ex-

Secretary in the Northern Church, Toronto, on March - pec.t:sdb(a';:?;dmg}f N ]:S‘ta.gfﬁng Rule N 0. 12)to take up
20th and 21st. The opening sermon was preached by O 188 behalf on the Lord’s Day previous to the annual
Mr. George Robertson, of Georgetown, from Rom. | eeHDE: As the travelling,expenses are likely to be
viii, 32. “Thegiftof Christ, God’s pledgefor allthings,” » Wiusually heavy this year, it is particularly requested

Mr. Robertson also read before the Association a| tiat tiheogolle:tgm.?:t}r:l ;y t{;’ .hberzizlll, aad that every
critique on Greg’s ¢ Creed of Christendom,” for which i fv}?e r‘;: ¢ n:c © b‘;cll . 1et nt“;;: will send something,
and the sermon the thanksof thebrethern weretendered. | ther represented or not ab the meeting. Lastyear

. . | only forty-tive out of eighty-one church th 11
T : . almost | OBLY 1orty ghty c es on the ro
he business part of the meeting was taken up almost ! contributed anything to its funds.

eﬁti{ely ina dxsct{sgip n regarding College and I.io.m ! The committee of the Union will meet inthe Vestr
Missions. A deputaiion from the Western Assoclation | o Chareh Wednesduy of estry
was down conferring on the question of college location. j 1 e o o'clock. on Wednesday alternoon
No difference of opinion secmed toexistas tothedecided | 21 °* ab two o'clock. s Jox}x Woon,
preference for Toronto over su eastern location as the . Sec’y Cong. Un. 0. & .
better for the permanent interests of the denomina- Ottuwa, April 18, 1883.

tion, but as it ay peared the College Board, which has
a large majority at Montreal, had advanced with the THE COMING UNION.

building, it was felt that the present location must be . —

acquiesced in, especially as subscripticns had been| Will the pastors and churches be good enough to
raised on the understanding that the building should be | let me _know at once whom we may expect at the ap-
crected in Montreal, and it was resolved accordingly. gr"g"i‘.‘“}iet(’;ntwn sisesfa’}“ nThehLondon PeOPi)e will
Mr. Hall being present, a survey was taken of the | 2¢ ¢€118 © entertain all who can come; but, to
vacant chutche§ znd mission ﬁeldsy within the bounds | enable us to make needful preparation, names of those
of the Association, and an understanding arrived at | ©3pecting to be present should be in my hands not
regarding future action. A resolution regarding the | {afer than May 10. .
Constitution of the College Corporation and Mission- Gi?:agdzs‘:;?n bg;e?:ioozl:::tr?ntzgts th‘; f} resby tez;an
ary Society was made ; interesting reports and con- 4 1ty the very day
fgence onychurch :i;k ;a: Zi;o ield.p The closing | %UF Union is likely to close—a circumstance which
meeting was one of interest and power, Mr, W. W. will, naturally, limit the range of hospitality otherwise

THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

The Central Association met on the call of the |
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at our disposal. Hence the necessity of answers being
returned at once.

Brethren, be prompt, explicit, full. Let overychurch
be represented, and every pastor feel in honour bound
to be here. H. D. Hu~TER.

The Parsonage, 510 Dugferin Avenue, London,
April 17, 1883.

Jeiterary Y& otices.

THE INspIRATION OF THE BIsLE. A lecture by H. L.
Hastings, Boston, is the title of a little tract with
which we have become acquainted through a friend
and which we notice for the benefit of our readers gen-
erally. The question of Inspiration is confessedly
with theologians one fraught with difticulty, the stu-
dent will be familiar at least with such terms as
plenary, verbal, suggestive, etc., and the perplexities
connected therewith are endless. But Mr. Hastings
with a full grasp of the subject in its essence, can thus
put it to a Y. M.C.A. Convention equal and level to
any apprehension.

We find men on all sides of the question. There
are persons who tell us this book is a good book—but
then, there are others just as good. The Bible is in-
spired, and so was Plato inspired, so was Socrates, and
so is the almanac inspired ; in fact, everything is in-
spired—the book of Mormon, the Koran of Mahomet,
the sacred books of the Hindoos and the Chinese ;—
they have their Bibles, you have yours ; all are good,
and one is about as good as the other. Shakespeare
was inspited, Milton was inspired, Thomas Paine was
inspired, and everything and everybody is inspired.

It is not worth while to waste time on false issues.
When I open Shakespear’s plays I do not read at the
commencement, ‘¢ Thus saith the Lord God of hosts ;"
when I turn to Plato’s writings I do not read, ¢“ Hear
ye the word of the Lord ;" when1 peruse the almanac
I donot 1ead, * The word of the Lord came unto me,
saying,” thus and so. Hence, you see that this Book
must be judged by a different standard from all other
books. Over and over again this Book says, ‘¢ Hear
ye the word of the Lord.” Now, the message is the
word of the Lord, or it is a lie. It is the word of the
Lord, as it professes to be, or else it is a cheat, a swin-
dle, a humbug, a fraud.

Inspiration means ‘‘God’s Word,” our work is to
interpret it rightly.

A somewhat celebrated lecturer is thus effectually
handled :

I hear of a man travelling around the ccuntry ex-
ploding this Book and showing up * The Mistakes of
Moses,” at about two hundred dollars a night. It is
easy work {o abuse Moses at two hundred doilars a
night, especially ax Moses is dead, and cannot talk
back. It would be worth something after hearing the
infidel on ‘‘ The Mistakes of Moses,”’ to hear Moses on
the mistakes of the infidel. When Moses could talk
back, he was rather a difficult man to deal with.
Pharaoh tried it, and ssnk like lead beneath the
waves. Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, and it
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is said were buried in the Red Sea. Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram tried it, and went down so deep that they
have not yet got back. But now Moses is dead, and
it is easy to abuse him. It does not take a very brave
beast to kick a deal lion.

And the following foot note carries its own argu-
mentum ad hominem.

Tt would be interesting to hear a military leader and
legislator like “ Moses the Man of God,” who, after
he was eighty years old, commanded for forty years an
army of six hundred thousand men, emancipating, or-
ganizing, and giving laws to a nation which has main-
tained its existence for more than thirty stormy cen-
turies, give his candid opinion concerning ** the mis-
takes” of a ‘‘Colonel ” of cavalry, whose military
career is said to have included one single engagement,
in which ‘“ he was chased into & hog-yard, and surren-
dered to a boy of sixteen ;7 after which, as soon as
exchanged, he heroically resigned his commission in
the face of the enemy, subsequently turning his at-
tention to managing a swindling whiskey ring, discuss-
ing theology, blaspheming God, and criticising dead
men, who cannot answer him.

The enforced respect of the unbeliever to ‘‘the
Word,” under whose shadow he most wisely sleeps is
illustrated thus:

Yearsago, ayoung infidel was travelling in the West
with his uncle, a banker, and they were not a little
anxious for their safety when they were forced to stop
for a night in a rough way-side cabin. There were
two rooms in the house ; and when they retired for the
night they agreed that the young man should sit with
his pistols, and watch until midnight, and then awaken
his uncle, who should watch until morning. Pre-
sently they peeped through the crack, and saw their
host, a rough-looking old man in his bear-skin suit,
reach up and take down a bock—a Bible;and after
reading it awhile, he knelt and began to pray ; and
then the young infidel began to pull off his coat and
get ready for bed. The old man said, ‘I thought you
were going to sit up and watch.” But the young man
knew there was no need of sitting up, pistol in hand,
to watch all night long ina cabin that was hallewed by
the word of God, and consecrated by the voice of
prayer. Would a pack of cards, a rum-bottle, or a
copy of the *“ Age of Reason ” have thus quieted this
young man’s fears ? * % * 0% * ¥
There was a row, the other night, and a man broke
his wife's head with a—Bible? No!it wasa bottle !
‘Where the Bible bears sway, the rows and quarrels do
not come.

The scholarly argument is not ignored. A brief
reswme being given of the historical argument, but the
following use of the interna: evidence in support of
genuine inspiration is to us inimitable as addressed to
the common sense, the extract is long, but good reader,
you will read it through if you begin, I know :

““ But,” says one, ‘‘I think that the Bible may be &
true history, but that is no proof of its inspiration. It
does not require divine inspiration to write a true his-
tory.” So you think it an easy matter to tell the
truth, do you? I wish you could make other people
think s0. Suppose you go and read a file of the news-
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papers published just before the last election, and see
if you do not think it requires divine inspiration to
tell the truth, or even to find it out after it is told.
Truth is mighty hard to get at, as you can see by
perusing the daily papers on the eve o{ an election.
There are certain things in the Bible which, to my
mind, bear the impress of divinity. A sceptic will tell
you what a race of old sinners we read about in the
Bible! Noah got drunk ; David was guilty of adultry
and murder ; Solomon was an idolater, and wrought
folly ; Peter denied his Lord, and Judas sold him for
thirty pieces of silver ; all these people that the Bible
talks to us so much about are a pretty set of men !
Very well ; what kind of men do you expect to read
about in the Bible ! Noah got drunk. Is that strange?
Did no one else ever get drunk? Peter cursed and
swore. Are there not men about here who ever curse
and swear? Judas, an apostle, sold his Lord, who
said he had chosen twelve, and one of them was a
devil. Do you not sometimes find a Judas in the
church even now-a-days ! One in twelve was a thief
and traitor then ; and we need not be surprised if we
find about the same average now. But you seem to
think that when you read about a man in the Bible he
is sure to be free from all kinds of errors, frailties,
faults, and sins. You have formed this idea of men
from reading in Sunday-school books about good child-
ren, who usually die young ; or perusing excellent bi-
ographies, which, as you read them, cause you to ex-
claim, ‘I wish I could be as guod a man as he was;
but I nevershall.” If you knew the whole story about
that man you might not feel so deeply on the subject.
Do you suppose that if the Bible had been revised by
acommittee of eminent divines, and published by some
great religious society, we should ever have heard of
Noal’s drunkenness, of Jacob’s cheating, of Paul and
and Barnabas quarrelling, or of Peter lying, cursing,
or dissembling ? Not at all. The good men, when
they came to such an incident, would have said,
¢ There is no use in saying anything about that. It
isall past and gone; it will not help anything, and
it will only hurt the cause.” If a committee
of such eminent divines had prepared the Bible, you

would have a biography of men whose characters were !

patterns of piety and propriety, instead of poor sin-
ners as they were. Sometimes a man writes his own
diary, and happens to leave it for some one to print
after he is dead ; put he leaves out all the mean tricks
he ever did, and putsin all the good acts he can think
of ;and you read the pages filled with astonishment,
and think, ‘“ What a wonderfully good man he was!”
But when the Almighty writes a man’s life he tells the
truth about him ; and there are not many who would
want their lives printed if the Almighty wrote them.

And the effect of the Bible received in its simplicity
is well pourtrayed :

Again, I conclude that this Book has in it the very
treath of God, from the effect that it produces upon
men. There are men who study philosophy, astron-
omy, geology, geography, and mathematics, but did
you ever hear a man say, ‘‘ Iwas an outcast, & wretch-
«d inebriate, & disgrace to my race, and a nuisance in
the world, until I began to study mathematics, and
learned the multiplication table, and then turned my
attention to geology, got me a little hammer, and
knocked off the corners of the rocks and studied the

formation of the earth; but since that time I have
been happy as the day is long ; I feel like singing all
the time, my soul is full ef triumph and peace ; and
health and blessing have come to my desolate home
once more.” Did you ever hear a man ascribe his re-
demption and salvation from intemperance and sin
and vice to the multiplication table, or the science of
mathematics or geology! But 1 can bring you, not
one man, or two, or ten, but men by the thousand who
will tell you, “X was wretched ; I waslost ; I broke my
poor old mother's heart ; 1 heggared my family ; my
wife was broken-hearted and dejected ; my children
fled from the sound of their father’s foot-step; I was
ruined, reckless, helpless, homeless, hopeless, until 1
heard the words of that Book !” And he will tell
you the very word which fastened on his soul. It may
be it was, ‘‘ Come unto Me, all ye that iabour and are
beavy laden, and I will give you rest ;  perhaps it was,
‘¢ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world ; ” it may have been, ‘“ God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” He can tell you what the very word
was which saved his soul. And since that word entered
his heart, he will tell you that hope has dawned
upon his vision ; that joy has inspired his heart ; and
that his mouth is filled with grateful song. He will
tell you that the blush of health has come back to his
poor wife's faded cheek ; that the old hats have van-
ished from the windows of his desolate home ; that his
rags have been exchanged for good clothes ; that his
children run to meet him when he comes ; that there
iz bread on his table, fire on his hearth, and comfort
in his dwelling. He will tell you all that, and he will
tell you that this Book has done the work. Now,
this Book is working just such miracles, and is
doing it every day. If you have any other book that
will do such work as this, bring it along. The work
needs to be done ; if you have the book that will do
it, for Heaven’s sake bring it out. But for the pre-
: sent, while we are waiting for you, as we know this
i book will do the work, we propose to use it until we
: can get something better.

' We commend the tract as one of the raciest most
, thorough and fo-the-poini treatise we have read for
" some time on a most important subject; it is popular
| without clap-trap, lively not low, and reverential in its
incisive humour.

Foxk axp WaeNarn, New York. General Agent
for the Dominion, Rev. Wm. Briggs, Methodist Book
Room, King-Street, Toronto. We continue to notice
with pleasure the publications of this house, and direct
attention to their Canadisn agency, where we know
every order will be conscientiously attended to. We
note the following additions to the Standard Series.

Orivm. A terrible indictment against the Home
Government in their relation thereto, and an exposs
of the growing evil of the baneful use of the drug.

New TestamMent Heres. An octavo of seventy
pages containing, in 2 convenient form, and fitted for
the revised version as well as the old, the important
part of the Appendix to ¢ Teacher’s Bible ” with other
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useful hints for systemetic reading, daily texts, ete.
The possessor of a goud Teacher’s Bible may not much
need the volume, but for twenty cents an invaluable
aid is given to those who have the ordinary reference
Bible only.

Tue LessoN 1y tHE Croser, by C. F. Deems.
Closet reflections on the International lessons in Acts.
}?mctical, personal. devotional, comforting and incit-
ing.

THE GospEL BY Mark in Phonetic Spelling. De-
signed as a first reading book. We confess we expect
to keep to the old way during our working days, and
have never yet seriously set ourselves to study * fo-
netics,” though we can see decided advantages in some
such system as the little primar presents.

Tie Staxparp Lisrary scries is being continued.
The last issue (“‘ Flotsam and Jetsam,” by T. G. Bowles)
being some racy, ofttimes flippant, though pointed
uotes of a yachtman during his voyage. A pleasant
cempanion waiting at a railway station or en route.
Theue issues are doing much, and destined to do more
in counteracting the evil of sensational literature by
supplying healthy and enlivening substitutes. Stock
the mental garden with healthy plants and smother
out the weeds.

Tue Homereric MoNTHLY keeps up its excellent
character. Specially interesting is a new series of
* interviews on ‘‘The Best Methods of Preaching and
Sermonizing.” ‘“The Episcopalian View,” by Drs.
Charles H. Hall, N. H. Schenck, and J. H. Lylance,
has been given. Other denominations will be repre-
s2nted successively. The series will give the most re-
cent views of extempore and manuseript preaching.
The editorial departments maintain their interest.
The ““Hints at the Meaning of Texts,” and the
* Sermonic Criticism,” are full of meat for pastors
‘“ BEquality before theLaw,” and the ¢ Inequalities of
Society,” are two great themes strongly handled, un
der the head of ‘¢ Living Issues.” 82.50 a year.

TxE EaARLY DAYS oF CHRISTIANITY, by Canon Farrar,
is also issued by this house in a cheap form. (seventy
five centscloth) by special arrangement with the English
publisher. This volume completes the triplet of which
the lives of Christ and of Paul were the preceding
volumes. Canon Farrar's style has been severely criti-
cised as florid and dictatorial ; it is ornate beyond
what one expects inabook of critical value, apparently
pedantic too, and conclusions are put down with con-
siderable assurance, but the style is not stilted, the
rhetoric is natural, a wide store of learning is laid at
the readers’ feet who does not, tire as he is carried
through the days of the three pillar apostles, Peter,
James, John, their writings and contemporaries.
One gets a broad insight too inte the social state of
the Roman Empire and the early struggle of the

Christian faith. The theology is free, fair, and rever-
ential. The book has decided merit.

CoxpEND OF BarrisM, by Dr. Wm. Hamilton, of
this city, is also published by this house. We have
already noticed this work asa valuable compend, none
more 8o, of the entire controversy thus far on the
mode of baptism and a justification of the Pedobaptist
view. Those who have controversy forced upon them
should procure this volume.

THE ““ CoNGREGATIONAL YEAR Book of our Churches
in England ” is before us, edited by our old friend, Dr.
Hannay. 1t has over 400 pages, contains several de-
signs of churches which would have shocked our Puritan
fathers, the admirable address of the Chairman, Dr.
McFadyen, and the general information regarding
ministers and churches. Our English brethren, how-
ever, do not give *‘ statistics ” of Churches as we are
accustomed to see.

““Guibe 1o THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
of London,” by the Secretary of the London Union,
Rev. A. Mearns, is a terse, interesting index of the
London churches, with the dates of their various pas-
torates and founding. We greet these visitors from
““ Memorial Hall.” There appears to be about 3,400
Congregational churches in England and Wales, of
which London claims 249. In Scotland there are
about 100. During the pars year some twenty-two
churches have been organized, and over forty chapels
erected. We see no indication of the strength of the
various Churches.

Anerican Newseapers IN 1883. From the new
edition of Messrs. Geo. P. Rowell & Co’s AMERICAN
Newsparer Direcronry, which is now in press, it ap-
pears that the total number of newspapers and peri-
odicals of allkinds issued in Canada is 596. There are
no less than seventy-four daily papers, while the
monthlies number fifty-seven. The weekly papers
number 423. This is an excellent showing for the
Dominion, though it cannot of course equal the United
States and Territories, in which the journals and
periodicals of all kinds now reach the imposing total
of 11,196. This is an increase of 585 in twelve months.
Taking the States one by one, the newspaper growth
in some is very considerable. The present total in
New York Siate, for instance, is 1,399—a gain of
eighty in the past year. The most remarkable change
has occurred in the Territories, in which the daily
papers have grown from forty-three tosixty-three, and
the weeklies from 169 to 243—Dakota baing the chief
area of activity. The number of monthlies through-
out the United States grew from 976 to 1,034, while
ihe dailies leaped from 926 to 1,062. Referring to
our own journalistic growth, it is interesting to note
that the newly-settled regions of our Canadian North-
West are productive of newspapers as well as of wheat,
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3 t;;!;e number of journals in Manitoba was nearly
gijed during the year.

&3‘ iz CENTURY, and St. N1cHOLAS, still keep up their
Hence, the following extract from the former we
} because of its intrinsic merit, and as a sample
He excellent tone pervading those magazines : —

fvpay REST.~~Thereare two solid gre~nds on which
ay laws rest : ona, theright of the prevailing reli-
aof the country (be it Jewish, Christian, or Pagan)
“hsve its day of worship free from disturbance ; and
ather, the right of every man to an equal share in
he-day from toil.
Z;"p regards the first, if this country were a Jewish
ju}
=

y the Jewish worship on Saturday should be
mlinrly protected from molestation. If it were a
shammedan country, the Friday should be in like
mber protected. This is simple common sense
heibd to things as they are, and no action of doc-
snfire theory. Whera there is a covnflict of sacred
bee} s among Jew, Christian, and Mohammedan,
Nsdnnot be protected, and hence the majority must
ermine the question. This certainly distinguishes
asacred day, but does no harm to those who donot
ab it sacred. It only obliges them to be courteous.
ie inenuality in the matter is only such as in some
inds must obtain among the freest people.
regards the gecond ground : physiologists, physi-
hif catisticians, and sensible chservers in general,
fvel agreed that man’s body and mind need a com-
st rest at an interval of about seven days. But
pawill not take that rest from labour unless he is
Wged by law to do so. His greed for gain will
him ruin health in his own case, or (worse still)
ks him force his employés to ruin theirs by con-
taus work. The law, therefore, must make and
erce o rest-day. But what day shall it take?
i : common sense says, * Take the day which the
of the community, from vreligious reasons,
y regard as a rest-day.” So the civil law, pro-
ip for men’s physical well-being, appoints and
ihitces o rest-day from labour, which is the same
-én which the great Christian coramunity worship,
g which the same law, for other reasons, protects
in worship.
fFiore is the wholse of the Sundsay questionin & nut-
There is no compelling men to be religious,
tpporting a State church, no puritanical blue-law.
5 Jew, or Mohammedan, or Pagan simply must
dfiake o boisterous demonstration, such as & noisy
jude, on Sunday. Why? Because the vast ma-
of the people see fit to worship on that day.

shop that day. Why ? Beocause the people have
faded 2 rest-day from labour once & week fo help
suAnity, and that is the day.

e only objection that has any colour in it is that
ew then must keep two rest-days in the week,
henee is at & disadvantage with his neighbour.
B as we have alveedy said, in the most equal.
@inistrations, there must, in the nature of things,
Esdme inequality. Laws, for example, require a
bt of “ danger ” to be put up in dangerous places
5 city, but, alas ! blind men cannot read tge no-
The laws are unequal to the blind man. They
bato be. So here the Jew’s conscience tells him

ew, or Mohammedan, or Pagan must not keep !

"to keop from working Saturdsy. The law tells him

to keep from working Sunday. Itis a pity ; but it
oannot be helped. The other alternative would be ¢ no
rest-day,” and that would be destructive to the whole
community. 'We must all bear some burdens for the
public good.

Our American liberties are largely connected with
the weekly day of rest. Tkis day has given the people
time to think, and read, and enjoy family life, and
without it we should have become an ignorant,
brutish, machine-people, like the low peasantry of
Continental Iiurope. Take away this rest-day, and
you undermine our high moral and educational con-
dition as » people. You turnus into & r~tion of mare
“ workies.”” The ecry of religious ¢ppression, a3

- agrinet Sunday observance, is 8 device of the enemy.

It is but the voice of soulless corporations, and of the
proprietors of drinking saloons and other demoraliz-
ing places, who wish to make their great gains on
Sunday, and care nothing for the welfare and happi-
ness of the paople. They are the oppressors, and the
advocates of a day of rest are the staunch supporters
of a true freedom.

America has three bulwarks of liberty—a free bal-
lot, & free school, and a free Sunday, and neither
domestic treachery nor foreign impudence should be
permitted to break them down.—T'opics of the Time.

DowNwaRD.—The American Sunday School Union,
Philadelphia. A thrilling story told by a woman’s
pen. The curtain rises upon a prosperous home and
village on the eve of the opening of a new distillery.
The enterprise and prospective prosperity are well
portrayed ; business, success, with the viper’s sting,
and the course is slowly followed to the end, tragic,
dark ; and our author concludes—‘* Believe me when
T assure you that there are thousands of unwritten
chapters in the lives of men, women and innocent
children as dark as any which I have given you in
these pages.” Ves, indeed, as every one may see;
and yet the curse goes on. Let our children read
this fresh tale of the ruin broughi by the burning
curse ; they cannot be made to hate it too intensely,

WE feel constrained, however, to depart from our
ustial commendation to the owner of thishouse in the
case of ‘“S1. TT~RICH, OR RESTING UPON THE KING'S
Worp,” a tale of Swiss life. Not that thereisanything
objectionable in the theme save this—it is one of those
stories which is unnatural. Everything turning out just
right, too right in short for the present state.
¢« Downward” is real, in its simplicity * St. Ulrich”
unreal in its mysterious plot which reminds one of
Horace's dictum—The mountains labour, a mouse is
bore.

) —

A LonpON clergyman is said to have told his congrega-
tion that theve was still many a one who, while engsged in
singing apparently with all his heart the Jines:—

‘Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were an offering far too small,
wes diligently engaged with one hand in his pocket scraps
ing the edge of a three-penny piece to make sure it was no
a four-penny piece,
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¥nternational JRressons.

BY REV, W. W, SMITH.
May 13,

=12} THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL. {Ac

GoLpEN TexT.—* And the hand of the Lord was
with them; and a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord.”—Acts 11 : 21.

CentraL TauTH.—A living Church will be a
growing Church,

CoNNECTION.—On the conversion of Coraelius and his
{riends, Peter directed them fo be baptized: and remained
for some days with them, giving them furlker instiuction.
‘When he returned to Jerusalem, some of the disciples who
were very strict about Jewish forms, spoke against him for
eating and holding familiar intercourse with Gentiles. So
he went over the whole circumstances of his trance;
how the Spirit told him to po to Cesarea; and how
six other brethren went with him; and how the Holy
Spirit fell with miraculous power oa the listening Geutiles,
The disciples were satisfied ; and rejoiced that God was
willing to save Gentiles as well as Jews.

I. THE GosreL TO THE GENTILES,—Ver, 19.—scat-
tered abroad : they fled from Saul’s persecation. Our
Lord said, “ When they persecute you in this city, flee ye
into another. Travelled as far as Phenice : Phenicia,
or “ the country of Tyre and Sidon,' was a strip, 120 miles
Yong, and twenty broad, between the range of Lebanon and the
sea, Beirut {ancient * Berytus™) is now the chief port of
Syryia, and isin Phenicia. Cyprus wassixty miles from the
rearest part of Syria. Now possessed by Eritain. A large
Island, with much forest and uncultivated country in the
centre ; and an unhealthy climate, Anciently, inhabitants
of mixed races, Phenicians, Greeks, etc.  Barnabas belonged
to this Island. Antioch: 2 great city on the river Oron-
tes, sixteen miles {in a direct liue) from thesea. Built by Seleu-
cus, the first Macedonian king of Syria, and named in
honour of his father. The Jews had many privileges there.
The people generally were very worthless; sunk in vice,
and living only for pleasure. Untothe Jews only : this
was bafore Peler’s visit to Corpelius; and they did not
understand that God wanted the Gentiles to hear.

Ver, z0.—Men of Cyprus and Cyrene : Cyrene was
a city on the porth coast of Africa. Along with Crete, the
district formed a2 Roman province. Colonized originally
from the Greek islands. Many Jews there. Had z syna-

gogue of their own in Jerusalem. (Acts 6:9.) District very | :
:him ; and the coming of these prophets seemed *“ a funlk

fertile. Now called Barca. Spake unto the Grecians:

here the word means, pot Grecian Jews {(asin 6 : 1), but

Gentiles who were Greeks. Some of these might be believ-

ers in one Supieme God, and enquires after tiuth, like Cor-

?;lxi‘is. There ate more such among the heathen than we
ink!

Ver. 21.—The hand of the Lord was with them
{See Luke 1:66, Acts 4:30) : it means the power of the

himto Tarsus. {Acts 9:23, 30.) We find inthis lesson th
Barnabas found Saul at Tarsus. Aed sowe get at the inte
val of time from the first arrival and preaching of the brethr
fying from persecntion). They sent forth Ba ‘nabas
the Church at Jerusalem was divided on the question :
receiving on equal terms the Gentiles; Acts 15:1,5, 7,2
they sent a calm irapartial man, a leading brother, cne:
whom all pariies had confidence to go and see about ita
repost.  Exactly what seasible people in like circumstans
would do now. Hasty and ill-trained minds would jump:
a corclusion, without first investigating.

Al these things have lessons for us—Ver. 23.—Ha
seen the grace of God: a man generally sees whatk
looks for! Barnabas looked to see #f Geod was zworki
there! and he found heathens converted, and Jews toleny
and the work spreading—to the glory of Christ. He didn:
look to see men {1) preachirg without direct authority frr
the Twelve, and (2) receiving Greeksinto the Church wi
out first ascertaining the views of the brethren at Jerusale
If he had begun his enquiries there, perhaps he would ate
have got any further; and would have made za adwr
report on the subject. Was glad, and exhong
them : his joy at the work, and his exhortations, woulék
a tower of strength to them. Deputations from well et
lished causes to new enterprises, are @ much neglectad, z
most ¢ffectual way of sivengthening truth.

Ver. 24.~Full of the Holy Ghost : the charactes
Barpabas stands higb; a man of love and kindness;
full of the Spirit, and it is said that may people were *“ adis
unto the Lord "—many more were made conver!s.

Vers, 23, 26.—To Tarsus to seek Saul:jBarui
wanted help. The work was growing ; he could not las
it ; the brethren at Jerusalem were yet too full of prejuda
to throw themselves heartily intoit.  Peter was almostalr
in the more liberal view of the question. Sax/ was theos
to he}p him! and he burries off, a hundred miles, to &
him.

Saul! had been (we know not to what extent) preachy
¢¢in the regions of Syriz and Cilicia.” {Gal. ¥ :21.) B
bably he did not saildirect to Tarsus. {Acts g : 30.) Wik
he had found him: seem toindicate a search. A whi
year: Barnabas probably sent word to Jerusalem;s
could not leave the work. Were called Christian
the pame was probably given half in mockery. It wasz
much used by the Lord’s people thewselves, It is &
elsewhere twice used ; Acts 26: 28, 1 Peter 4 :16. Inzh
ages it became their sole designation.

Ver. 27.—Prophets from Jerusalem: we may
pose Barnabas sent word of tae great work that detai

sanction given by the Church at Jernsalem to the woik &
and Barnabus were carry on at Antioch.”"—Plumpire.
111. HELP TO THE NEEDY.— Ver. 28.—One of the
named Agabus: a ‘“ prophet "’ in the New '1'.‘cstamt.‘:1
isnotnecessarily a foreteller; it meansanyinspired Teachs:
one speaking for God.—See also Acts 21 : 10, 11. Dear

', . ... inthe days of Claudius : he reigned, .0

Lord ; and indicates that signs and miracles of healing were | to 54. A number of famines in his time. Josephus speakst

done to establish the doctrines preached. Believed and
turned: as soon as they were convinced of jesus as a
needed Saviour, they turned from idolatry 2nd vice, % God,
in prayer and 2 new life of holy endeavour.
nothing
version of the Gentiles,”— Farrar.

II. BAXNABAS AT ANTIOCH.—Ver. 22.—Tidings . .
« .. cameunto .. ... theChurch: by comparing
one thing with another, we find that this work had been
quietly going ow for three years. Saul, having caused the
dispersion, was converted immediately after, retired to Ara-
bia three years, then visited Jerusalem for fifteen days. {Gal.
1:17-21.) The Jews plotling againsthim, the brethren sent

a very severe oae in Palestine, A.D. 45.  So this would?
coming on ; and might indeed be then begun.
Ver. 29.—~Determined to send relief : the sainis:

1 ““This was . Jerusalem were very poor. Possibly had injured themses
less than the beginning on a large scale of the con- |

by their communistic experiment: Acts 4:32; withs
doubt many had been ruined in circumstances by pers

®I once asked all who were anxious to be saved,!
remain, after an evening sermon.  Forty remained; =4
went away ! and I hurried off next morning, nine milest
foot {and was back to the two o’clock prayer-meeting), &
vain errand to get a brother to help me. But the
““added” fifteen souls from among them !
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2{105; and the prejudices of the Jews would prevent their

ghuaining work, or doing business.

4§ Which also they did: all contributed; the rich

fnore, the poor less; but every man as he could! Oh for
& same devotion to the cause of God aud humanity now §
v 45 rising ;3 the world #s learning! By the hands of
Barnabus and Saul: it was a pleasant providence that

‘gnt these men back to Jerusalem with gifts and money tor

.ghe poor.—See James 1: 27, 2:14-17.

: PRACTICAL TRACHINGS.

-

4 1. We may fly from persecution ; but we must not give
-qp ovr religion.

‘% 2. All kinds of men need Christ {ver. 20}.

4§ 3. The true Christian zejoice in souls being saved, by
“Ighosoever agency it is!

-% 4 A pickname may be a crown of glory. Who could
“thigk of 2 better name than ‘*Christian?” A Greek name,
ith 2 Hebrew meaning, and a Laefin termination! A uni~
~Yersal brothethood, and all nations may have a sharen it,
§ 5. A man must give ‘‘according to his ability;” not
_sccording to his whim, or his miserliness.

00D MEN SCATTERED.
Goom NEWS SPREADING.
i

REAT NUMBERS SAVED.
FTS FOR THE MNEEDY.

20

JiMay 20,

A
sEEs.

; HEROD AKD PETER.

GopeN TEXT.—“TheAr.gel of the Lord encamp-
Jeth round about them that fear Him,”—Ps. xxxiv.

{Acts xit

1 Cextrat TrUTH.—God’'s servants are kept by
His hand.

CONNECTION.—Herod Agrippa, reigning at first over
$some of the adjoining provinces, had also Judea and Sa-
$maria added to bis kingdom by the new emperor, Claudius.
Claudius began to reign A.D. 41, and Herod died in 44 ;
350 he could only have reigped over Judea some three years.
4 He loved luxury, and courted popularity. Tne stary changes
from Antioch and the spreading of the Gospel, to Jerusalem
and the troubles of the Church there.

Notes.—Herod : no less than sezen Herods are men-
1toned in this New Testament. (1} Herod ihe Great, son of
% Antipater and Cypros ; made king of Galilee by his father,
and king of Judea by Antony; he ordered the murder of
the infants (Matt, ii. 16.18), He was married to ten wives,

debts and crimes; imprisoned by Tiberius; released by
Caligula, from whom he received the tetrarchy of Philip;
was made consul ; possessed, in A.DD. 41, the entire king.
dom of ** Herod the Great;” put to death James ; impris.
oned Peter, and soon after died. (7) Herod Agrippa 11,
son of Agrippa I. and Cypros; it was before this Herod
and his sister BSerenice that Paul made his defence, and
eamnestly “ persuaded him to be a Christian”’ {Acts xxvi);
he was intimate with Festus; also with Josephus ; and was
the Iast Jewish prince of the Herodian line. He died in
Rome in A.D. 100. James: one of the twelve; one of
the favoured three, and probably their leader till his death,
John with James, sons of Zebedee, fishermen called to the
apostieship ; author of five books in the New Testament ;
lived to be 100 years old. Peter. (See preceding lessons.)
Four Quaternions (yuaternion means four): sixteen sol-
diers, in four companys of four seldicrs each. The Romans
divided the night into four watches, four soldiers being on
guard for three hours at a time. To two of the four the
prisoner was chained ; the other two kapt waich before the
deors of the prison, forming, as 4/ford thinks, the first and
second guards.  (See below, v. 10.) Mary : usknown ex-
cept as the sister of Barnabas, and mother of Join Maré,
author of the Gospel of Mark, the subject of Paul and Bar-
nabas’ contention {Acts xv. 37-40); Paul and Mark were
afterwards friends (Col. iv. 19 ; 2 Tim. iv. 11). Rhoda:
»ose: nothing is known of this maid save what is here
recorded ; she was probably a servant in Mary’s household.

I. PETER'S IMPRISONMENT.~Ver. 1.—Kerod the
King : Only for some three years was there a “ King " in
Judea since the death of the first Herod : and none after-
ward. This Herod was a grandson of Herod the Great
and of Mariamne {who was of the line of the Maccabees),
and would be more acceptable to the Jews thau any others
of his family. To vex certain of the Church : wish-
ing to gain the favour of the Jews, he persecuted the Chris-
tians—probably had them arrested and beaten.

Ver, 2.—Killed James, the brother of John:
| Jesus called them *“ Sons of Thunder,” and bhkely James
 was very bold and outspcken. Perhaps he often referred,
i as Peter did {2 Pet. i. 17-18), to the Divine glory on the

Mount ; and this would be treated as blasphemy. {Acts vii.
(55-58.) Some specific charge was brought apainst bim
twhich was not brouzht against the others. The other
i,]amcs {2uthor of the Epistle, brather of our Lord} is often
, 2fterward mentioned. With the Sword: not a Jewish
; mode of execuuion. We judge it was Herod himself, rather
; than the Council, who condemned him.

Ver. 3.—~Proceeded further to itake Peter: this

t

2ll of whom bore him children, and nearly all of whom be- ! was pleasing to the Jews, and so he proceeds further.  Jast
cme victims to his dislike. He died B.C, 4. (2) Herod  hike sin, always! Do ouve wrong thing, and it leads and
Antizzs, son of Herod the Great and Malthace, tetrarch of ' draws toward more. Days of unleavened bread :
Galilee. Xe conspired with Herodius, bis brother’s wife, | these things took place at the Passover season, in Spung.

and married her; was reproved by Joha Baptist; impris-:  yor 4. Four Quaternions: four companies of four

oned John, and afterwards put him to death; Pilate sent | i in After Easter {Revi-
Jesus 1o this Herod {Luke xxiii. 12); he was banished to! each guarded the prisoner In W e

Gaul AD. 38. (3) Hercd Archelauns, younger brother of
Antipas, succeeded Herod the Great in the reign over Judea.
Because of this, Joseph returned from Egypt with the infant
Jesus to Galilee instead of Bethlehem. (4} Herod Philip 1,
son of Herod the Great and Mariamne 11, ; he was the hus-
bard of Herodias, who left him for Antipas, and father of
Szlome, who danced before Herod Antipas. (§) Herod
Phitig 77., son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra ; he was
tetrarch over Trachonitis {(Luke iii. 1} and other small prov-
inces ; he married Salome, daunghter of Philip 1., and reign-
ed thirty-seven years. (6) Herod dgrippa 1., son of Aris-
tobulus and Berenice, and grandson of Herod the Great;
companior: in childhood with Claudius; he was a brother of
Herodias, wife of Aatipasand of Philip I.; he is the Herod
t of Acts xii., which contains the current lesson ; he was
© brought up in Rome ; compelled several times to flee for his

ston, ‘*after the Passover’”): the Raulers could postpoue
their judicial murders il after the holy convocation (Lev,
xxiii. 8), or hurry them or before {Jobn xix. 31-34), but re«
fused to give God their hearts !

Ver. 5. Prayer . . . without ceasing: men have
never yet fally realized how n:uch God will do in answer to
prayer. Even these brethren, as we shall see, had pot as
much f2ith as they should.

11. Perer's DELIVERANCE.—Ver. 6.—The same
inight : the last night of the feast, just hefore Herod in-
| tended to bring him up for co.demnation and execution.
Between two soldiers bound: two of the quater-
| pions were manacled to him {or he tothem), and two were on

guard outside.
!

i
f
!

t

Ver. 7.—The Angel of the XLord {(&Reision, ‘‘an
sngel): are not Ged’s angels always near us, though we see
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them not? (2 Kings, vi. 315-17.) Raised him up! 2. Killing an apostle does not destroy the mess

{Revision, * awoke him ™'} : the angel roused him from sleep.
Perhaps Peter thaught it the summons to execution.
Chains fell off: he arose unbound ; and without awak-
ening Lhe soldiers beside him.

Ver, 8.—Gird thyself, etc.: the angel told him to
dress himself and follow him. God demands the use of our
faculties.

Ver. 9.—Thought he saw & visien: puliaps i
everyone there comes at limes a feeling of unreality—things
all seem in a dream, and then the feeling passes off again.
So with Peter,

Ver. 10.—First and second ward: *‘Passing
through = first ward, and a second.”—Rothesham’s Tre-
gelles. Not keepers, but compartments or courts of the
prison; each with a sentinel. The iron gate: the
great iron-plated and iron fastened gate opened by God’s
power, sod no noise or elarm was made. Passed on
through onestreet : having led him some distance from
the gate of the prison, the angel left him.

Ver. 11.—WWhen Peter was coine to himself ::

only now did he realize that it wasall true, and vot a dream,
The Lord hath sent his angel: now he knew God
had delivered him by a miracle. How often are we deliv-
ered-“from spiritual as well a5 bodily danger—and how
often fail to see God’s g+ at hand init?

Ver. 12.—Came to the house of Mary: Mark's
mother is not elsewhere mentioned. She was aunt to Bar.
uabas, {Col. iv. 10, Revisfoz) Many . . . praying: no
doubt spending the whole pight thus. In 1630, on a Sac-
crament Sabbath, at the Kitk of Shotts, in Scotiand, hun-
dreds were converted on the spot ; and it came tobe known
afterward that John Livingstone, the young man who
preached, had, with one or two more, sperst the whole pre-
ceding night i an agony of prayerl

Ver. 13.—A damsel came to hearken: their doors
did not communicate direct with the strect, as ours. Aad
this was far in the night, and they might think it enemies
come to srrest them. Rhoda : “rose”; a beautiful name ;
ever-fragrant !

Ver. 14.—She knew Peter’s voice: through all
time and change, no mark of identity remains with us like
the vofce

Ve 15—They said . .. thou art mad: they
had, after all, but slight faith their prayers would be heard.
Perhaps they had formerly too much depended on thestrong
faith of James and Peter, and now felt weak and desponding
without them. She constantly affirmed : well done,
Roaa! Ske knew Peter was there; she knew their prayers
were heard It is his angel: ether a spint (Matt,
xiv., 26), or more likely a guardian angel of Peter (Matt.
vili. 10} ; so they thought—but could not believe it was
Peter, in his own body.

Ver. 16.—~Continued Knocking : dangerous to be
on the street, za cscaped prisoner. They were aston.
ished : God had answered all their prayers, and was bet-
ter to them than their fears !

Ver. 17.—Beckoning . . . to hold their peace:
he calmed them and told them how he had been delivered.
Shew these things unte James: this was *‘ James
the less,” from henceforth apparently the leader of the
Church at Jerusalem. The other apostles travelled much ;
James, appartently, not at all. Aent into another
place: we infer that Peter often went to this house—per-
haps lived there ; and, not judging it asafe place, hid some-
where else ; or escaped for a ime {rom Jerasalem.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Christian conquered when he fought Apollyon with
the weapon of ** All-prayer.” (See Bunyan.}

;
i
to sinners !

3. Herod only gave Peter a few days to live;
within a few days of his own death, zer. 23. ]

4. Unceasing prayer wé// be auswered in some £ 4
Luke xviii. 1, 7, 8.

5. Christ's voice in the soul is recognized by the 4
tiever, ver. 14.
i L. The Lord delivers us out of many prisons and
ities. Has he yet delivered me ?

Mayo7| PAUL AND BARNABAS IR CYPRUS. '3

GoLpen Texrt.—Separate me Barnabas
Saul for the work whereunic I have ci:
them."—Acts 13: 2.

Connection.—Herod, finding Peter escaped, o’
the keepers to be put to death ; and returned to Cesaseg:
quarrel having arisen with the Phenicians, he listege
tkeir deputation,jand made a speechto them. They s
thet ¢“ Iie was a Godi” He did not rebuke the img
and God smote him with a fatal infliction. =
relates his miserabie end. These things seem to have sl
place while Barnabas and Saul were at Jerusalem. B
now returned to Antioch ; and Mark, cousin t¢ Bang’
went with them. Time, about A.D. 45.

NoTes.—Antioch: a poted city and capitel of &
founded about 300 B.C., on the river Orontes, sixteengel
half miles from the Mediterraneas, Seleucia being its se@
It was called ** Antioch the Great” to distinguish n
another Avtioch in Pisidia. Simeon : 2 common Higd
name, to which is here added the Roman surname
{black), perhaps because he was an African. :
possible the same as the kinsman of Paul (Rom. 16
and one of the Cyrenians driven from Jerusalem who pregf
in Antioch (Acts 11 : 20}, Tyrene: a city of Liby2 §
2: 10}, in north Africa, founded by the Greeks; be
Roman colooy about 75 8.C.; now called Grenna.
aen: Greek form of Menzhem {2 Kings15: 14). 1%
margin he iz called Herod’s * foster-brother ’—tds
either ¢ o playmate,” or, what is more probable, Madg
mother was Herod's nurse.—Hackert. Herod : thufs
Herod Antipas, who beherded John Baptist. He waul
of “ Herod the Great,” and uncle of Herod Agrippasge
of in chap. 12. He was an exile at this time, but 1%
‘* the tetrarch ¥ because he hag filled thai office. B
bas: a companion of Paul {see Acts 4: 36;9: 274
and Haod-book, Part VI, p. 635). Saul: also called g
born at Tarsus ; one of the tribe of Benjamin; a Pu#g
i also Roman citizen, educated under Gamaliel ; taughBs
| trade of a tent-maker; consented to Stephen’s marty
| = violeat persecutor of Christians ; converted on his mgt
Damascus ; becomes the apostle Paul. His missie®
wark we are now to stady. Selencia : the seaport tog
Asgtiochin Syria. Cyprvs: ao island of the Mediterns
| about 100 miles west of the coast of Syria. It is abou§
| miles long and fifty miles wide. There were seventeen B¢
i on the island, of which Salamis and Paphos were thelx; é
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Paphos: the Roman capital of Cyprus, where the provg
‘“ deputy,” or governor resided. It was about 100%¥
from Salamis, and was a chief seat of the worship of Vo2
1t is now called Bafa. Elymas—Bar-jesss: a so :3
i Elymas in Arabic means *‘hidden knowledge,” and %
ijesus in Arawaic mesus ““son of Jesas™ or * Joi
| Sergius Paulus, * deputy "~—that is, ** proconsel’®
t Cyprus. Coins have been foucd which confirm &
| Pegra, Pamphylia : Perga was a chief city of i
i phylia, a province in Asia Minor (sce map). 5.
; I. SeXDING OUT MISSIONARIES.—Ver. 1.—In ¥
Church . . .. . prophetsand teachers: the (:}

| at Antioch, founded by the dispersed disciples, and noudf:
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by Barnabas and Saul, became strong and flourishing. ff#s
.05t At such a stage that pride awd divisions come in/  But
they were saved from all that, by their zeal taking a Mission-
ary direction. And they were stroug in having several
highly inspired disciples among them. Simeon (or Simon) :
called Niger, {.c., black, or dark, to distinguish him from
others of the name. Lucius: not Lucas or Luke; the
name is different.  IHe seems to have been s kinsman of
Qaul’s, ~-See Ruw. 16:21. Manaen: a man of high
standing in society : foster-brother of llerod Antipas—he
who killed the Baptist.

Ver. 2.—Ministerad . ... . and fasted: service,
prayer, fasting—and now they were prepared and reedy for
sgressive word ! Perhaps special days of seeking God’s will,
as to future duty. Separate me Barnabus and
Saul: set them apart for this work ; loosen them from
other service. Whereunto I have called them : the
Spisit’s call is supreme. The Aatioch Church hesitated not
to send off their dest men.

Ver, 3.—XLaid their hands on them :
ordination is the presence of the Iloly Ghost.
to lay their hands on them, to desigoate them for their work,
give them the Church's blessing fand formally appoinit them
weir Missioparies. Yet Moody never had hards laid on
him ; nor John Kuox.

Ver. 4.— Sent forth by the Holy Ghost: A mis-
sionary will feel the benefit of having the Church of Jesus
Christ behind him : yet it is the Holy Ghost he obeys.
Seleucia : Sixteen miles, direct distance. The seaport for
Antioch. To Cyprus: about oo miles south west. Pro-
bably Barpabas wished to labour in his own country for a
time.

Ver. 5.—At Salamis : a Greek city, in esstern part of
the Island, = little notth i the present decayed city, Fama-
gustz. Preached ..., .. in thesynagogues: that
the Jews had Synagogues everywhere—had thus leavened
the public mind with the thought that there was only One,
lovisible, Eternal God—and furnished 2 point of Lepinning
for the Gospel— was a spzcial and favourable Providence the
first Christians thank{ully took advantsge of. John : Mark
was with them as a helper,

1I. AN ENEMY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. —Ver. 6.—~Through
the Island unto Paphos: Paphos was at the western
extre 1ity; 100 miles from Salamis, Residence of the Ro-
man ‘roconsul. A certain sorcerer ... .. Bar-
Jesus: son of Jesus or Joshua. A magician. He seemed
to be the Governor's official fortune-teller and adviser,

Ver. 7.—Sergins Paulus, a prudent man {(Revi-
ston, ““a man of understanding ”} : Perhaps he was getting
tired of incantations, and felt he would hke something to
rest his faith on ; and so sent for Barnabas acd Saul. God
not only prepares mexn to preack, but he elso prepares souls
{0 near.

Ver. 8.—Buti Elymas . .. . . withstood them:
s0 in every land now : corrupt priests worst foes of the truth.
Seeking to turn away the deputy: Paulus was
seeking to understand the truth, Elymas {a title of hisown
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the essence of ! w
It was sight

ousness "—a hater of averything noble and pure. This wasa
bad man and an imposter—not a mistaken zealot,

Ver. 11.—Thou shalt be blind : sce God's goodness.
Did not strike him dead ; but gave him time to repent.

For a season: his blindness was to be for a time. A
walking tesumony of God’s power—and #zercy,
Ver, 12,—The deputv ... . . belicvcd . hence-

forth, as jong as he would be in the Isiand, the Gospel
would be free. Like Cornelius, and others, he might co
wmuch for Christ.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Two boys out of one house : Ylerod, the adulterer ard
murderer ; Lanaen, the influential worker in a Missionary
Church !

2. IThe Holy Ghost often calls men, and churches,
now
3. How many do #nof teish to hear the Spirit’s cali!
4. Mark was not perhaps a great preacher; but he could
ait on the apostles, and thus help them to do their work,
5. Christian milduess toward those who do wrong: firm
reproof of those who plar wrong, and pervert others

Acts 13113416,

! AT ANTIOOH, (Ao

GoLneN TEXT.—* And the word of the Lord was
published throughout all the region."—Acts 13
19.

CrNTrRAL TRUTH.—“ Corrupt churches can resist
the truth.”

Notes.—Paphos (see precediog Jesson). Perga : a
chief town of Pamphylia, on the river Cestrus. Anciently &
temple of Diana stood on a hill out side of the town. Here
John Mark left the Missionarics and returned to Jeruselem.
Pamphylia: a crescent-shaped province of Asia Minor,
the inper curve bordering on z2n open bay. It is about
eighty miles in lengh and tweuty miles in its widest par,
Many Jews were there.  Antloch, fourded ar rebuilt by
Seleucus Nicator on a ridge of the Taarus near the northern
border of Pisidia. It is called Antioch in Pisidia to distin-
guisk it from the Syrizn city of the same name built by the
same man. Pisidia: a Roman Province bordering on the
north of Pamphilia, haviog for its chief city Antioch, which
is so far north that it is sometimes catled 2 Phrygian town.
The country is wild and ridged, and doubtless here Paul en-
countered some of the * perils of the rivers " and ** perils of
robbers.” Gentiles: all countrymen not Jews. Iconium:
about fifty miles from Antioch in Pisidia, on the great thor.
oughfare extending from the /Egean on the west through the
Synar gates on the east ; capital of Lycacnia. It has now
30,000 population and is calied Konich. nposiag ruins
rewmazin.

CONNECTION.—The story continues. How long they
remzined in Paphos in Cyprus we know not, Judging from
similar missiopary visits pow to new fields, we should sup-
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' dose they would not stay less than a month. We do not, n

probably,—‘“ The Wise One”) tried to oppose the Apos-

tles.

Ver. g.—Saul (who is also called Paul) : here was
the first great triumph of the Gospel in high places. I have
no doubt whatever that the name Paulus (we, in Faoglish.
shorten it to Paul) was conferred on the apostle by the deputy
at Cyprus. He could give himno higher or more suitable mark
of distinguishing regard. See an example, 2 few days after,
of the name (sycophantly assumed)— Zitus Flerius Josephus.
Saul would not think it wise to rejet so well meznt a com-

i
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our winds, allow enough time in ecack place) and that is one
of the main troubles we have in the chronology of ¢ Acts.”

I. FirsT MISSIONARY JOURNEY CONTINURD.—Ver.
13.—Paul and his comparny: netice how Paul now
takes the lead. He sought no prc-eminence; but God put
it upon him. Came to Perga: in Pamphylia, nonh
from Cyprus; a port, seven miles up the river Cestrus.

‘ John departing from them: Mark went back to

plement—2 name so agreesble to his Roman citizenship—and
which wounld not, like his Hebrew pawe, Skaswd sound deri-

sively in the tars of the polished Greeks.

Ver, 10.—Thou child of the Devil (Revision,
“Son”) : Paul had himself been a follower of Satan, in per-
seculing Jesus ; but he had notbeen an “‘enemy of 2}l righte-

Jerusalem. We judge from 15:38, that Mark should not
have left the apostles at this time,

II. .'IRST SABBATH IN ANTiOCH.—Ver. 14.—Depart-
ed from Perga : did not apparently stay there to begin
any work. Came to Antioch in Pisidia: a distinct
city from the great capital of Syria. It was eighty or a hun-
dred miles north of Perga; and the way led through moun-
tains, and among robbers, and tribes only half-civilized, and



THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

half-subdued by the Romans. (2 Cor. r11:26) Went
into the synagogue : Panl always made use of the syna-
gogue, as long zc &e was allowed.

Ver. 15.—After the reading of the law and the
prophets: there were regular * lessons” for each day.
After that, there was freedom of speech for every one who
had a useful word to say. This *‘prophecying” (as John
Knox called it) is a valuable means of grace for any Church
that practices it ; hut to obtaiz the best sosults, & siceds o
VERY wise man as chairman or conductor. The elders saw
they were strangers, and courteously invited them to
speak.

Ver. 16.—Paui stood up, and beckoning with
his hand : over and over again Paul is described as beck-
oning with his hand. Orientals gesticulate more than we.
Give audience: hear what I have to say. He had good
news for them ; and he wanted to win their favour.

[Read careiully the intervening verses, and see how Paul
briefly brings down the history of Israel to the time of David
—did he model himself after Stephen here?—and then
speaks of Jesus as David’s great Heir. How Ile was the
promised Saviour; was slain, was buried, and rose from the
dead, and then a warning against rejecting Him.]

Ver. 43.—Jews and religious proselytes: Paul
had addressed them (ver. 16) as two classes. There was a
number in every city who worshipped with the Jews. Ovid
speaks of them at Rome, and intimates that they were
mostly women. So does Josephus, respecting Damascus.
Speaking to them : the apostles spoke farther to them,
outside the synagogue. ‘'To continue in the grace of
God : God was present, forgiving them, and giving them a
hope for eternity : follow Him !

11I. SECOND SABBATH IN ANTiOCH.—Ver. 44.—The
next Sabbath day (Rewisien, the next Sabbath”}:
the synagogues assembled Saturday, Monday and Thursday.
‘We may be sure that Paul and Barnabas would be at the
synagogue rnext ¢ime there was worship there ! and so we are
not shut up to the conclusion that they waited a whole week.
We may therefore take *‘ next Sabbath ™ here, as equivalent
to *‘next worship-day.” Almost the whole city : the
news had spread ; the public were excited. The multitudes
could not be accommogated in the synagogue, but must have
been addressed outside,

Ver. 45.—Jews . . .. . filled with envy : they could
pot think that Gentiles should have the same privileges as
Jews. They might become *‘Jews,” followers of “‘the
law ;” but should not be offered salvation opn any other
terms, Spake against those things: they denied all
Paul’s facts aud deductions. And when they had no argu-
ments, they had sneers, and bitter and reproachful woids.

Ver, 46.—Waxed bold: defended their words, and
went on with a further message. Necessary: it was
Ckhrist’s order, that the Gospel should be first preached to
the Jews. (Luke 24:27.) We turn to the Gentiles:
Paul understood the advantage of having understood the ad-
vantage of having synagogue privileges ; but his Gospel was
for a//; and if one class would not receive it, he would turn
to another.

Ver. 47.—Commanded us : specially to Paul (Acts g:
15}, generally to all God’s servants—was the command and
promise in favour of the Gentiles as well as Jews. The
quotgtion here, is specially spoken to the Messiah. (Isaiah
49:6.)

Ver. 48.—Glad and giorified the Word : the Greeks
welcomed a Gospel that could bring them pardon of sin;
and praised God and honoured Him. Were ordained to
eterna! life : were set, disposed, induced, persuaded,
toward eternal life—through the preaching of the Word, and
reception of the truth,  God's public decree, which no un-
revealed counsel ever contradicts, is thai °‘whosoever

believeth shall be saved.” *“The Greek word does not
imply more than that they fell in with the divine order which
the Jews rejected.”—Plumptre. ** As many as were defer.
mined not o kave eternal life put it from them; and as many
as were induced to have it, received it in the truth of the
Gospel."—Kirk.

Ver. 49.—Was published : so many zeslous converts
would furnish many helpers in the work. Al the villages
round wouid be visited, and the public mind stirred.

Ver. 50.—Devout : the Jews stirred up, among others,
the devout (ieligious) women, who were worshippers with
the Jews. They used their influence against what the Jews
would call a pestilent and blasphemous heresy. Honour-
able women : it is difficult for us to understar d the sunken
state of mora's in that day, and in thoseland .. An acknow.
ledged WIFE, standing on a social equality with her husband,
i was almost a rare thing, amoug the higher classes.  Thest
| were ““the honourable women " <o often mentioned in the
' New Testament. It does not apply to rank; though no
doubt some were of the nobles. Raised persecution:
these, with the chief men, procured the expulsion of Pav!
and Barnabas, as disturbers of the public peace.

Ver. 51,—Shook off the dust of their feet.—See Luke
10:8-11, which perfectly explains this. And came to
Iconium: sixty miles south-east.

Ver. 52.—Filled with joy : no wonder—they had passed
from death unto life! With the Holy Gbost : seems to
is mply the more special and miraculous gifts bestowed by the

pirit.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. What detfter wor# could Mark have on hand, than help-
ing Paul and Barnabas? What otker better work have you
on hand, who excuse yourselves from Christian work ?

2, Paul found in the synagogue-worship much that he
could join in. It is wisealways to make the best of circum-
stances,

3- An earpest man will generally find earpest listeners,
(Ver. 43.)

4. Truth is eternal, and time is short; and men mus
preack to those who will hear. (Ver. 46.)

5. Let me not put aside my proffered ordination, and
judge myself unworthy of everlasting life *

[By an oversight the Questions for last mounth were om
mitted ; they are given below with this month’s.]

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR APRIL.

10. A king, 2 king’s wife, a king’s daughter and a king’s
granddaughter have all the same name. Give it.

11. Quote a passage to show that God’s work may b
done in 2 way that will bring down his anger and condemr-
nation.

12. Our Saviour gave a caution to a man in three words,
which, it universally heeded, would banish sin from the
world. What wasit?

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR MAY.

13. In the first and last books of the Bible are warniog
aﬁainst bad company, based on the same reasons. Gise
them.

14. What name was given alike to a grandson of Abrahaz
and a Jewish measure,

15. Give an instance from tbe Old and from the Nes
Testament where covetousness brought swift death; on
from the Old Testament where it brought loss of all worldiy
goods and 2 narrow escape from destruction ; one where i
brought a curse and in the end a violent death; and on
from the New Testament where it turned away from Christ
and His salvation,




