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DESARTITENT,.

THE KELP GATHERER.
( Continued from page 13J.)

One night in particulsr, towards the end of
the second manth, appeared to linger so very
strangely thae the widow thought the mornug
would nteverdawn. An unusaal darkness szem.
ed to brood over the world § and she lay awake,
gazing with longing eyes toward the little win-
dow through which thesun’s earliest rays were
used to greet her in her waking.

Onla sudiden, she heard voices outside the
window. Alive to the jeast circumstance that
was unusual.she arose, all dark as it was, threw
on her simple dress in hasie, and groped her
way to the Sront of the dwelling. She recog-
nised the voice of a friendly neighbour, and

. opaned the door, suppasing that he might have
some iateresting intelligeace to communicate.
She judged correctly.

¢ Good news, good news, Mrs Reardons
and I give you joy of them this moraing,
What will you give me for tzlllng you whois
ia that small biat at the shore 27

¢¢ That small boat ! —what ?—where 2

¢B:low there, ma'am, where P poiatia
my finger. Don’tyou sce them coming up
the cra;z towards you 2’

¢ [ canast —I caandt =it is s» dark—" the
widyw ceplied, endeavouring to penctrate the
glom

¢Dark! And the broad sun shining down
upon them this whole day '

¢ Day ! The Sua! O my almighty Father,
are me !’

¢ What's the matter ? Don’t you sea them

Alam 2
¢ See them ? the psor woman cxchiimed,
Uiag her hands on her eyesaad shrieking

aloud ju her agony—¢Oh! I shall never ses
bim more !—-1amdark and blind !

‘The peasaut started back and blessed himselfe
The next instant the poor wilow was caught
io the arms of her son.

*Where is she 2 My mother! O my dare
ling mother, Tam come to you ! Look, I have
kept my word.

Shestrove, with a sudden effort of restraint,
to keep her misfortune secrcty and wept withe
out speaking, upon the neck of her long absent
relative, who attributed her tears to an excess
of happiness. But when he preseated his
young wife, and called ther attention to the
happy laughing faces and healthful cheeks of
their children, the wandering of her eyes and
the confusion of her mauner feft it no Jonger
pos>ible to retain the secret,

sMy good, kind boy, said she, laving her
hand on his ara—¢you are returned to my
armsonce more, aul Iam grateful for it—
but we cannot expect to have all we wish for
in this world. O my poor boy, Ican never
sea you~1I can neversee your children ! Iam
blind.

The young man uttered a horrid & piercing
cry,while he tossed his clench2d hand above hig
head and stamsad upon the earth in sudden
angaish. ¢ Blind ! my mother ' he repeated
—+0), heavea, is this thz end of all my toils
and wishes ? Tocome home and find her dark
for ever ! Is it for this I have prayed andla-
boured ? Biind and dark ! O my poor mother!
Oh, heaven! O mother, mother.?

¢ Hold, now, my boy—where are you?
What way is that for a Christian to’taik ?
Come necar me, aud let me teuch your hands.
—Doa't add to my sorrcws. Richard, my
child, by ultering a word apainst the will of
Heaven. —Where are you ? Come near g,
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Liet me hear you say that you are resigned ta
this and afl other visitation of the great Lord
of all light. Say this, my child, and your
virtue will be dearer to me thau my eyes, Ab,
my gcod Richard, you may be sure'that the
Almighty never strikes us escept it is for ou~
sins, or for our good. I thought too much of
you, my child, and the Lord saw that my
heart was straying to world again, and he has
siruck me for the happiness of both. Let me
liear you say that you are satisfied. I can sce
your heart still, and that is dearer o me than
your person. “Liet me see it as good and duti.
ful as [ knew it before you left me.’

The disappointed exile supported her in his
arms.—¢Well,—welly ~ my yoor mother,’ he
saidy ¢I am satisfieds Since your are the chief
sufferer and show no discontent, it would be
103 unreasonable that I should murmur: The
will of Heaven be done !—butitisa bitter—
stroke.”  Again he folded his dark parent to
his bosom and wept aloud, while his wife re-
tiring soft to a distance, hid her face in her
cloak.  Her <hildren clung with fear and anx-
iety to herside, and gazed with affrighted face
upon the afflicted mother and son.

Bat they were not forgolten.  After she
had ra2peatedly embraced her recovered child
the good widow remembered her guests.  She
exteaded her arms towards that part of the
room at which she heard the sobs and mourn—~
ings of the younger mother. ‘Is that my
daughter’s voice ?* she asked —¢place her in
my arms, Richard. Let me feel the mother
of your children upon my bosam.” The young
woman flung herself into the embrace of the
aged widow. ¢Young and fairy I am sure,’
the Jatler continued, passing her wasted fingers
over the blooming cheek of the good American.
I can feel the roses upon this cheek,l am cer-
tain. But what are these ?—~Tears? My good
childy you should dry our tears instead of add-
ang tothem. Where are your children ¥ Let
me see—ah! my heart—let me feel them, I
mean -let me take them inmy arms. My little
angels ! Oh If lcould open my eyes for oue

instant~I would close them again for the rest
of my life, and think myself happy. Ifithad
happened only one day—one hour after your
arrival—but the wiil of lieaven bedone ! pers
haps even this moment. when we think our-
selves most miserable, He is preparing for us
some hidden blessing.”

Once more the pious widow was correet in
her conjecture. [t is true, that day, which all
hoped should be a day of rapture, wasspent by
the reunited family in tears and mourning.
But Providence did not intend that creaturcs
who had served him so faithfully, should be
visited with more thana temporary sorrow,
for a slight and unaccustomed transgression.
T'hie news of the widow’s misfortune spreait
rapidly through the country, and exciled unis
versal sympathy—for few refuse their com-
miseration to a fellow- creature’s sorrow — even
of those who would accord ut tardy and measured
symnathy to his good fortune. Among those
who heard with real pity the story of their dis-
tress, wasa sufgeou who resided in the neighs
bourhood, and who félt all that enthusiastic
devotion to his art, which its high importance
to the welfare of mankind was caleulated to
excite iz a genevous mind.  This gentleman
tock an ear y opportunity of visiting the .olf
widow when she lay aloneinthe cottage.  The
simplicity with which she told her story, and
the entire resignation which she expressed, in
terested and touched him deeply.

¢Jtisnotover with me yet, sir,* she conclul:
ed, ‘fur still, when the family are talhing
aound me, I forget that I am blind;, aui
when my son says something pleasant, } ter
to see “he smile upon his lips; and when
darkness reminds me of my loss, it scems:
if Llost my sight over again !’

The surgeon discovered, on examinatio:
that the blindness was occasioned by a diss
called cataract, which obscures, by anu.
healthy sccretion, the lucid brightness of ¢
crystalline lens, and obstructs the entrance.
the rays of light. The improvements wh:
modern practitioners have made in thisscis

momet to look upon you all - but for onellittle

render this digsase, which was oace held b
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incurable, now comparatively easy of removal. |
The surgeon perceived atouce Ly the condition
of the eycs. that, by theabstraction of the in- .
jured lens, he could retore sight to the affiicted
widow.

Unwilling, however, to cxcite her Liopes too
suddenly or pren:aturcly, he hegan by asking

upon liers, and with his arms outstretched ss
if to anticipate the recognition. The fuce.
though charged aud sunued since she had
kuown 1t, was still familiar to her.  Shestart~
ed from her seat with a wild cry of joy, and
cast herself upon the hosom of hcr son.

She embraced him repeatedly, then removed

ez whethers for a chance of recovering the | him to a distance, that she might have the
use of her eyvs, she would submit toa little | opportunity of viewing him with greater d's-

pain ?

The poor widow replied, ¢that if he thought
he could once more cuable her to beho'd her '
ckild and Lis children, she would be content to

tine'ness—and again, with a burst of tears,
flung herself Jupon his ncchy  Other voices,
too, mingled with theirs. Sheembruced them
all, returning from each to cach,and pciﬁs’?ng
their faces and persous as if she would never

undergo any pain which v.ould not endanger
her evistence.” ! driuk deep enough of the cup of rapture which

vThen,” seplied her visitur, *I may inform her'recovered sease afforded her.  The beauty
sou that I Lave thestrongest reasons to believe | of the younger mother—the fresh and rosy
that I can restore you to sight, provided you  colour of the chiliren—the glussy brightness
agree to place yourself at my disposal for a ' of their hair — their smiles—1{hcir movement
few days. I will provide you with an apart- | of joy —all afforded subijects for dilight and
ment in my house, and your fumily shall know admiration, such as she night never have exa
nuthing cf it until the cure is effected.! perienced. Lad she never considered them in
The widow corsentcd, and an that very even- | thelight of blessings lost for life. The surgcon
The pain | who thought that the cunsciLasicss of a strang
was slight, and was endured by the patient i er’s preseuce might fnupus: a restraiit upon

iag theoperauon was performed.

withouta aurniur.  Fora few d ysafter the i
surgeon insisted oa her weasing a covering
over her eyes, until the wounds which he had
found .iecessary to inflicty had been perfctly
healed. -

Que morning, after ke had it her pulse
and made tle necrssary juguisies, he said. i
while lie held the band of the widow—

1 think we may now venlure with safety to
remuove the covering,  Compose yourself now,
my good old friend, and suppress ail emotion.
Prepare your heart for the veception of a great
happiness!®

‘The poor woman clasped her hand firmly
togethor, and moved her lips as if in prayer.
At the syme moment the covering feil from
Ler brow. and the hght burst in a joyeus flood
uponher soul  Shesat fur an instant hawilder-
ed and iuncapable of viewing an object with
distinctiaess.  The first on which her eyes re-

R posed was the figure of a young man berding
lis gaze with an intense ard ecstatis fonduess

the feelings of the palicnt and ler fiiinds, re-
tired info a dis! nt corier, where big behdd,
not wi‘hout teirs, thescenc of happiness which
he lad been miade instrumental iu conferring.

‘Richard,’ said the widow, us she laid her
hand upen her son’s sh.tl’er and locked into
hiseyes, *did Inot judge ari;lt, when I said
that even w!ea we thouzh ourslves the most
miserable, the Almighty might have been
preparing for us some ! idden blessing ? Were
we in the vight to murmur 2

The young man withdrew his arms from
his mother, clsped them before him) and
howed down his head in silence.

The poet sheuld culi from the garden of
anture only those flowers that diffuse o health.
ful fragrance.  No poisonous weed, howerver
brilisnt its hue, however delicious its per.
fume, should mingle in the wreath Le wears.

PRovERB. — Of much speaking cometh re-
pentancey but ia silence there is safety.
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1 NATUORAL HISTCRY.

THE PEACOCK: .

* The Peacock (Pavo cristatus) is a well
koown bird, a native of the Eust Indies & other
parts of Asia,as well of several parts of Africa.
IY?. is peculiarly distinguished by having on its
head 2 crest of twenty four feathers, ‘aud a
single hard spurat the back of each leg. ‘T'he
male has, over its tail, scveral feathers,
sometimes four or five feet in length, and each
marked, at the extremity, with an cye like
spot ; the real tail consists of a range of short
brown, and stiff feathers, which are bencath
these,
..Jnsome parts of the East Ingdies the shooting
ofwild peacocks is not an uncommon diversion,
and their size and heavy flight aresuch that
it doss not require a good marksman to bring
them down,

Peacocks are mentioned, in the Sacred

ritings, as constituting part of the cargoes
of the fleet which conveyed the various trea-
sures.of the Fast to the court of King Solo
mon, They were so much cstremed for the
tuble, by the Romang, thatone persun, who
had devised a mode of fattening them. o'tain
ed thereby alone an anwual income cqual to
about 5001, of our mouneys In Eng'and these
birds were formerly introduced at sumptuous
dinners, and sometimes the skin and all the
feathers, particularly those of the tail, were
kept to serve them upin. The flesh of the

‘old birds is coarse and unfit for food; but
the young pea-fowls are at this day much ex-
teemed by epicures.

The train feathers of the peacock are used
among the Chinese for ornamental work of
different kinds, and particularly for decorating
the caps of tha mandarims; and they are an
article of traffic from the Fast Indies to that
cauntry. Peacacks® crests, in ancient times,
were among the ornaments of the kings of
England : and it appears from records that
in finea to the crown. these crests werée somes
times amongg the articles to be paid.

RUINS OF ANCIENT BABYLON.
(Continued from page 140 )

After four hours digging perpendiculazly
from the summit, they discovered six beawms
of dats tree wood ruaning apparently into tize
centre of the mound. In halfan hour after {
aulled out a large earthen sarcophagus, near'y
perfect, tmed with bitumen, und fliled with
human boues; but on attemypting to remove
it. the vessel brohein pieczs. This surcopha-
gus was larger aud broader thanany I had
ever scen 3 being upwards of five feet in
length. by three and a haif diameter. On
the slightest possible touch the bones became as
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white powder, & the picecs of date wood conld
scarcely withstand the same gentle hardling
without heing converted into dust.  From
dippirg in an ersterly divecticny ev ry five or
s’z yards I verifiod Mr Kich's conjecture that

he precope £11led with rzril en ures exfendsall
along the northern fro ot 6 the pile 3 theugh
Yecould find no galiery flicd with <keletons en-
clagrd in woaln coffius 3 nor am !inclined to
Lelieve that any exist in this or any other ruin
at Babylon,

The Mujellibah appesred to me to have an
air of ancient grandeur, which, contrasted
with the present solitude of the scene, cannot
fuil to temper the curiosity of the travcller
with awe a..d reverence. On pacing over the
locse stonesand fragments of biick work which
Iay scattered through the immense fabric. and
surveying'tle sublimity of the ruins, I naturals
Jy recurred to the time when these walls stood
proudly in their original sp'er.dour; when the
hulls were the scencs of festive maguificence;
and when they resounded to the voices of those
whom death hath loug since swept from the
earthe

This very pile was once the seat of luxury
and vice; now, ahandoncd to decay, and exe
bibiting 2 melancholy instavce of the retiibu-
tion of Reaven, it stands alone. The solitary
habitation of the goutherd marks not the for-
stken site. A projecting embaunkment sure
rounds it'on the nor.heastern and nerthwestern
Two small cauals cuclose the western
line,wher ce the Euphrates is a distance a litt e
more than Lelf a mile.

Tie embankment. which is of great height
and breadih, is strowed with vestiges of olo
buildings, and cmbraces a must extensive urea

sides

cimmerncing from the norihwest «f the Mu;e-
lihah, passir® 0l rcits nuthern aud easiern
fuces 3 and runuing due south fur a quarter
cfa mile. Net far from the centre of this
great area, formcd by the embankment,
stauds alofty eliiptical mound, which I suppese
to be the remains of the leseer palace. 1t ¢x

tends three hundred aud twerty fise yards in
o gt oue Busdred and tiventy fivei  breadsh,

and sixty feetin height, and is composed of
fragments of lright and red Lurat bricks s and
the Babylonian writing, instead of being on
the smooth surfuce of the hrick, appearsalong
itsedge, from three to eight lines: corscquently
the charactersgre smaller than the mere abun.
dant writing, and are altogether executed with
great taste and gelicacy .

Adjoining $tands an enormous pile, which
the natives hdve distinguishcd by the name of
Al Kasry or ¢*The Palace,” and which, next
to the Mujellibah, Is the most attractive and
conspicuous shject on this part of the river,
rearing its rugged head seveuty feet above the
level of the phin. I feel confident that here
lie the debris of the preat western palace ; for
the ground of the eastern face uf the river is
low and soft, and indented, as if the river had
wandered from its crigital course. lis form
is very irregular 5 its length is cight hundred
abd twenty yards, aud its Lreadth six hundred
and ten. ltis deeply furrowed throughout
by ravines of great hungth, depth, and width,
and crossing each other in every dircction.
Someare full sixty feet deep, which may s
priucipally attrilbuted to the Arabs, who were
constantly at work to obtain the valuable bricks
which, frem the viciniiy of the river, are with
littie t-uuble aud expense conveyed to Hillah,
or any towns north or south. In some of théso
artificial ravines, fragments of detached wall
are still standing, composed of burnt brcks
cemented together with bitumen, with theie
fuces, or juscribed parts, placed donnwards,
“The freshness of the irscriptions, on extracting
many of the bricks, was amazing. )

(To be centinued.)

Beocvolence imprints a gudiike beauty vp.
on the soul wf maa this fucling is oppesed to
svery thing that is unvorthy of our nature,
and is that wh.ch immortal beings shoud be
M0st auxions to cultivate and expand.

Screnity of temper i the muind's greod health
which we show'd alnays ( as is clearly our ine
ier.s') assiduously endeavour to preserve, €
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| RELIGIOUS.

. (FOR THE INSTRUCTOR)
Sir,—1n locking ever an old manuscript, 1
fonnd the following article— which, wiili se-

veral others, are at your service.
J. A,

PIOTS CONTENTMENT

As a poor, pious man wassitting by his
Jittle fire one cold evening, with his wife—
and children, he said to them,¢-1 have been
thioking a great deal to day alout tiat part
of Seripture, ¢*The son of man hath net
where tolay his head.” How wonderful itis
that we, who are so sinful, unworthy aud
heipless. should be more fovoured than He was.
‘s It is wonderful indced, father,”” said the
cldcst girl, *ior though our house is small,
“and our victuals scanty, con:pared with the

" houses and way of living of many persons, yet
. it seems that Jesus Chiist was not so well

pronded for as weare.” ¢lam glad to hear

you speak in that way, Sarah,” said the wife 3

how happy we are ail inour little dwelling this
. cold night, and, 2s soon as we wish, we have
_ beds to rest ourselves vpon 3 there, sharp and
piercing as the frost is, aud bleak and stormy
as the wind blows, weshall h¢ comfortable ard
warm 3 and yet, the Son of nan, as your fa.
_ther has just told us, ¢+had not whereto lay
hls head.”® O that this thought may mzke vs
thankfx.l for our many mercies. ¢* Thomas™
nld the fathers “éreach that hymn which our

3 mm'ster-gave you Jast Sabbath at the Sabbath
“"School, and let us all join in singing it.”

_ 'The whole company, father, mother; and chil-
"dren, then, with a glow of sacred love and
pleasure, sung the bymn entitled, ¢¢ The
Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”

What happiness in this poor conteated and
¢+ .pious family. They approach their God with
> tipraises on their lips, for having given them
~".a place where they can lay theirhead. fow

much more, then,ought those persons who live
in stately dwellings,

T

sing praises to their’

Creator l‘urlmvmg bestowed on them so many
blessings,

TUHE BEAUTY OF RELIGION.

We are too apt to forget the responsibilitics
and commands of our holy religion. The
world hulds out to the erring footyto the cheat-
ingr ¢y2, to the eager hand, many a bright
lure, the runl nature of which the mind does
not pfause to balance and considery and which
teads us onward and still onward over many a
quaking bog and treacherous morzss, and fi-
nally leaves us to wander in darknessand hope~
less misery.  flow much of evil and distress
should we escape if we always carefully kept in
view the great truths and obligations of our
xehgxon ! What pangs of a remorsc{ul spirit,
what reproaches of an uncasy conscience, what
torlures of an anguished mind, should we cs-
cape if we always walked in the path prescrib-
ed by religion, and alwaysjobserved the re-
str. + it has so clearly and forcibiy prescri-
bed to us! Regard them as we choose,
whether we rcceive or rejecty seck or avoid,
assent or deny, the realities of heaven remain
unalterable.  Virtue in this life has its own
reward, and crime is visited with iis proper
punishment 3 and, reasoning from amlogy,
and beliesing in the Scriptures, the beauty of
virtue will be liereafter erowned with reward,
and the defermity of vice wilh bo,.pum::..ud
with disgrace and infamy.

P

TSR LLANEOUS,

A SKETCH

A mother was kaceling in deep hush of even-

nglut the couch of twvo infunts whose rosy aris
were twined in a mutual embrace. A slum-
ber, soft as the moonlight that fell though the
fattice over them like a silvery veildeyon their
delicate lips —the sofc bright curls that claster.
cd on their pillow, were slightly stirred by
their gentle and bealthful breathings, and that
smile, which beams from the pure depths of
the fresh glad spirit, yet rtested on their red
lips. The mother looked upon their exceed
ing beauty with a momentary pride, and the
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asshe continued to gaze on the lovely s'um-
berersy hor dark eye deepened with an intense
and unutterabl: fondu ss, and acold shudder-
ing fear came over her, lest those buds of life
s fuiry so glowing, might be touched with
sudden decay, and gathered back in their
brightuess to the dust. And she lifted her
voice in prayer solemnly, passionately earnest
thit the giver of Life would still spare to her
those blossoms of love, over whom her soul
thus yearncd. And as the low breathed ac-
cents ras» an the still air, a deepencd thaught
came over her, and Ler spirit went out with |
her Lived and pure oncs into the strange wild
paths of life, and a strong horror chilled her !
frame as she beheld mildew and blight set-
tiagr on the fair and lovely of the earth, and
high and rich hearts seathed with desolating
and guilty pas-ions.  Arnd the prayer she was
breathing grev yet more fervent, even to
agony, that He who was the fountain of all
purity wou'd preserve these whom He had
given her in their perfect innocence permitting
neither shame ror crime nor folly to cast a
stain on the brightness with which she had
veceived them invested from Bis hand as with
a mantie.

Asthe prayer died away in weakae.s of the
spent spirit a pale shadowy form stood beside
the infant sleepers.—¢Iam death,’ said the
spectre, ‘aud [come for these babes.  Iam
c«mm"sim'cd to bear them where the perils
you deprecate are unknown, where neither
otain nor dust nor shadow can reach the re-
joicing spirits It is only by yielding them to |

me you can preserve them forever from con-
tamination and decay.’® A wild couflict—a
struggle as of the soul prting in strong agony
shook the mother’s framy, but fuith and the
love which hath a purer fount than that of
carthaar passions, trinmphed, and she yielda l
ed up her habos to the spectre. '
¢ Behold !* said deathy as he touched the
fair formsy aud the bLeauty of Life gave place
tea hulier and yet deeper lovddiness, ¢bchold
the smile of Tanucence is now for ever s2aled.
They will avahen where tlere is i hee blight

nor tempest.— And the benién power, whom
we call the spoilery bore away{the now perfected
blussams of immortality to the far off sky.

SCLTAN OF MOHROCCO'S DEVOTIONS

The zeal, the self-denial, and sometimes
even the humility of Heathens and Maliome-
dans, in their religious worship, rebuke the
lukewarm and time-serving bedily service of
many Christians. The following circumstance
meutioned in a private letter, which took place
some time agro in Moroceo, one of the darkest
scats of lslamism, may make many a British
Chistian blush, and the l.sson taught by a de-
spatic priuce to a:lave is well worthy the attene
tion andreception of every christian.

¢ A striking circumstance,’ this gentleman
says, ¢ occured during my residence at the
court of Morocco. The Sultan Mulai Soli~
manyconformably to his usual practice, visited
the public mosque of Sair Yousif ona certain
Friday, but being a httle after time, the area
of the musque was crowed with woishipers to
the very portico.

¢¢It happened, also,_that the congregation
were in the act of adoration (in a prosirate
posture,) and the Sultan could havely find
voom for the ceremony, by squeezing his body
amidst a motley group, who oceupied the treshe
old, and that with great inconvenierce, for
his head, in lieu of touching the groundy re-~
peatedly came in contract, with the heels of a
slave, who occupied the space before him. The
man finding himself molested, left off the
devotion to iuquire inta the occasion of it, but
instantly recognising the features of the so-
vereign, he started upou his feet, and would
have retircd on one side, had he uot been

i restrainad by the forcible grasp by which the

Suliaa held bis hayk, and again involuntarily
dragued him into the posture he had quitted.
When prayers was over, Mulai So]imin‘dé"sircd
the attendapce of the slave’s master, wham Le
reprimand2 | for not inculeating into the mind
of the vussal a true knosledge of the *Tav of
God.' To the slave he said, ¢Mark ithese
worls which have a relation in commen to the
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class you helong to. On the (hrane—in  the
palace—in the city—or in the field, you shall
know me for the sovereign --commander jof
€he fuithful, by day or by nights but in tl-p
mosque, or at devations. you shall know e
s 1 ar, " Netheishall you know yodr own
master—for hefore Gad, thé prince and the
slave are equal, and must mect judgment-uc.
eaxrding to theirszveral acuons, without dise
tinction of rank,”

The Mahomedan, in this instance showed
greater reverence in worship than muny pro-
fessors of religion in this country Qiscover in
the appointed service of the Most High,

PCITRY.

WHO LOVES ME REsST ?
(By Miss Brown.)

Who loves me best ?—my mother sweet,
Whose every look with love’s repletes”
Who held me, an infant, on her kueo.——‘
‘Who hath ever watch’d me tenderly 3
And yet I have heard my mother sagy .
That she some time must pass away ¢ =
Who then shall shield me from earthly ili ? I
Some one must fove me better stili !

‘Who loves me best ? —my father dear,
Who loveth to have me al vays aaar 3
He. whom I fly each eye to meet,
‘When past away is the ncontide heat ;
Wiio from the bank where sunbeam lies
Brings me the wild-wood strawberries.
Oh! he is dear as my mother to ey~
But he wili perish even as she.

Wi loves me best ? ~the gentle dove,

That I have tamed with my childish love,
That every one save myself doth fear,
Whose soft coo soundeth when I come near 3
Yet perhaps it but loves me because I bring
Toits cage the drops from the clearest spring,
And hang green branches around the door 3
Something, surely, must love me more !

Who loves me best 2—my sister fair,
With ber laughing.eyes and clustering hair ;

i

Who flowers around my head doth twine,
Wha presseth her rosy lips to mine,

Who singeth me songs in her artless gleey—
Can any love me hetter than she ?

Yet when asked, that sister confosty .

oF 4l she did not fove me the best 2

Whaloyes me best ? ~my brother young,

With his healthy cheek and his lisping tongue ¢

Who delighteth tv lead me iu merry play

Far down the green wood’s bushy way,

Who showed me were the hazel nuts grow,

And where the fuirest field-flowers blow

Yet perbaps he loves me no wore than the
rest 3 —

How shall I find who Joves me'the best ?

My mother loves me,— dut she may die ;

My white dove loves me,—bu¢ that may fly 3
My father loves me—he may be changed ;
I have heard of brothers and sisters estranged 3
{f they should fursake me what should I do ?
Where should I bear my sad heart to ?
Some one surely would he my stay—

‘Same .one must love me better then they.

Yes. fair child! there is One above,

Who loves thee with an unchanged Jove t

He who form’'d those frail dear things,

To which thy young heart fondly clings—

Even though all should forsuke thee, stilly

He would protect(theé through every iil.

Oh, is not such love worth all the rest 2—

Child ! it is God who loves thee besi
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