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A Monthly Record and Advocate of the Temperance Reform.

95 Cents Pen

Every ons who receives
this paper is respectfully
requastad to read avery
part of it carefully. Itis
a journal that no Can-
adian temperance work-
er cac afford to be with-
out. The subscription
prics is almost Insignifi-
cant. (In the presant
campalgn for prohibition
legislation In Ontario it
will be of intense intarast
and great value.

THE PROHIBITION BILL.

As matters now stand the prohibi-
tion bill beforo the Legisinture, and
which has passed its second reading,
provides for as strong and cffective
u measure of Provincial prohibition
as it is within the power o7 the Leg-
islature to enact. Too much im-
portance cannot be attached to this
fact. Strenuous efforts are belng
made by the liquor party to discre-
dit the law and make it appear as
a partial and lax piece of legisla-
tion. It is really in the most ef-
fective and rigid form which earnest
and well qualified prohibitionists
could devise,

The act, If passed by the Legisin-
ture, will be submitted to o vote of
the electors qualified to vote at the
election of members for the Legisla-
tive Assembly. Voting wil' take
place upon a date in November not
yet declded upon, and will be subject
Lo all the provisions oi the election
law regarding corrupt practices,
closing of saloons and the other con-
ditions to secure a fair expression
of pubtic opinion.

To bring the bill into force in the
Province, it must be ratified by a
majority of the votes cast, which
must also be a majority of the to-
tal vote polied in the Legislative As-
sembly elections of 1898, The to-
tal vote polled at that time was
426,976. To szcure prohibition
there mwust, therefore, be cast in fa-
vor of the present mensnre 213,459

It 218,489 voi-~s are cast in favor
of the bil}, the Lieutenant-Gosernor
in Council shall lssue a proclamation
which will bring the act into opera-
tion on the firat day of May, 1904,

THE UNFAIR CONDITIONS.

In the debate in the Legistature
of the Prohibition Bill, discussion
waxed warm over the question of
whether or not the referendum was
a constitutional or Britishr method of
legislating. With the exception of
Mr. Marter, the speakers devoted
comparatively little attention to
the much greater violation of all
principles of Britisb falr play con-
tained in the provision that a major-
ity of the votes cast for prohibition
shondd not prevail unless the total
vote cast amounted to 818,489, As
the_ bill stands, the liquor men may
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unite to stay at home and yet win "tighit, howeser Gifficult or ancertain, | provineial prolubit.on as 1t 1~ pos-
even though they shoutd be in a min- They hive voted twice for prolbi- [sible o devise, under tne powers
ority of 200,000 of the votes cast, tion, recording majoritios strong en- L that o Teginla Qe possesses 11 s
— ough to justify definito  and thor- | the steetest probiition that 10 s

This unjust proposal is of so ridi-
culous n character that it is hard
to undeestand how the members of
the Governmcnt can place thewselv-
es I the unenviable position  of
ndopting, to defeat the prohibition-
igts, ay wexpedient so utterly illogie-
al as to be absolutely grotesque. No
man of them I8 stuplt cnough to fail
to sce the foolishuess of submitting

to the electors the question oi pro-

hibition, and making its approval
conditional upon the polling of u ma-
jority equal to a majority oif an-
other vote polledd four years pre-
viously on o totally different issue.
The liguor men must laugh in their

"sleeves at the pulpably farcial char-

acter of the absurd scheme by which
their selfish interests are so clev-
erly protocted and promoted.

Cufortunately, the farce becomes
n tragedy when this unreasonable
and nonsensical scheme Is used for
the purpose of blocking a movement
which aims at checking a fearful
evil that is bringing degradation and
sin, sorrow and ruin to thousands of
Canadian homes. It is hard to fiud
wonds strong enough to fittingly de-
scribe the discreditable method of
mrofessedly  offering . remedy for
these teerible evils while prescribing
conditihnsg to make the remedy unat-
talnable.

The total vote polled for prohibi-
tion in Oatario in the plebiscite of
IXU8 was 154498, Sir Wifril Lan-
rier stated that the vote polled on
that oceasion was “under the cir-
cumstances a lnwege one.”  To win
under the proposed conditions or the
coming referendum, probibitionists
would have to lncrense this vote by
38,991, that 18, by over thirty-eight
per cent.  The total wmen's ‘votes
polled in the plebiscite o0 1801 was
180,087. This  was wbinitted by
overybody to be a vote o  great
magnitnde and a strong expression
of publie opinion., Tik new require-
ment is that prohibition will not be
carried unless the vote polled in its
favor 18 33,402, or more than twen-
ty-four per cent. greater than the
real vote of 1804, It is o handicap
that cannot be justified on any
ground of probability or any prinei-
ple of fale.play.

The bill befove the House maKes it
possible for prohibitionists to poll a
vate of more than double that of the
liquor parcy and yet have the legis-
lation they support defeated, while
the views of o comparatively small
minority may prevail. 1t proposes
the double injustice of defeating the
expressed will of a greut majority
and insisting that the will of & com-
paratively few may decide what
form of legislution shall prevail. It
is legislation in the interests of the
liquor party, and class legislation of
the most flagrant kind.

———

The temperance workers of Onta-
rio have never yet shrunk from any

ouglyrotng legislaton. No govern-
nnt or legislature has o rvight to
tmpose upon them such conditious as
those with which this bl proposes
(o fettor tieir efforts. A direct re-
fusal to carey oat the Governmaents
promise would be more straightfor-
witnd than this attempt to present
what the bill professes to grant

Probably neser before in the his-
torry of demoeratic government was
there projosed any legislative me-
thod so illogical, o one-gided nnd »o0
unjust. It ought to eadl forth the
indignation of every friend of the
temperance cause, of every lover of
cqual righty, of every honest cltizen,
It ought to be rejected by the Leg-
istnture, which body may thus save
itself from the charge of undignified
trickery and inesvcusable injustice.

PROVINCIAL PROHIBITION

In the hot controsversy that has
been going on over the terms of the
projosed  referendum, temperance
workers have pald too little atten-
tion to the clover campalgn of mis-
representation that has  been car-
ried on concerning the legislntion up-
on which the people arce to be asked

1to vote. N

The liquor party have endeavored
to make it appear that the new law
is full of lvopholes and defects, per-
mitting forms of liquor selling and
tending to bring  about conditions
which they profess to deplore. They
are specialty diligent in making it
appear that the law will encourage
liquor  selling in drug  slores, and
home drinking.

Briefly stated, the new law abso-
lutely prohibits all sale or keeping
fur sale of intoxicuting liquor by any
person in the Province of Ontario to
any person in the Province of Onta-
rio except under the following con-
ditions: (1) Wholesale druggists who
are specially licensed may scll under
rixid restrictions for mechanical and
scientific purposes, and to registered
medieal men and  specially licensed
deugzists.  «2) Retail drugeists who
are specially leensed may sell under
similar restrictions for medicinal or
sacramaeantal parposes.

The provisions for the carrying out
of thiy prohibition are of the most
complete and effective character, in-
cluding requirements of certificates
and prescriptions from qualified pro-
fesglonal men and sworn officinl re-
tu.ns of all sales made. 'The spe-
clally licensed drugglsts will be un-
der much stricter restrictivns than
those that now goveru all druggists
under the license law.

Buying for homre use is absolutely
prohibited unless the liquor is pur-
chased from some person in another
province or country. No sale or
giving of liquor in clubs or shope or
offices is in any way permitted. The
law is about as Figid a weasure of

now  possible o s 1 seeggg

Angone who sells. ar keeps for
side, or gives ava), bguor unlaw fal-
[y, any dicensed draggist who selis
ean unlaw fal place or an arlawful
uantity, or allows ligaor lawfully
sokd to be drauk on his preuiises, any
vne who suapplies lquor to au illieit
seter, and aoyaae who sells or gives
Liegnor inotny club, i Babee fopr a fiest
offence to a fine of not fess than
S2Z00 dior wmore than $1,000, and
defanlt of wmnneduite pigwent to nae-
prisonment for frow three to sy
months, and fer o sccond oftenee Lo
imprisomment for not less than sis
months  nor  wore  than twelve
o tig, 10w leensed deagggist v
his tgent is the offemder, Uhe Teense
is forfeited and cannot Le renewed
for three years.

Any  speciatly  licensed  dreaggist
who sells withoust proper affidavit or
other authority or fails to make and
report record of sales, any person
Knowingly using liguor  unbaswfully
purchased or  consuming lujuor on
premises where sold, any physician,
dentist o yveterinary surgeon who
uses his posttion to aid in the evasion
of the law, and any jerson who gives
liquor to & winor without authorit
of fathier, mother, guardian cr phy-
sieian, is linble for o first ulfenee
to & fine of not less than fifty Jdol-
lars nor more than throe hundresd
dollars, and in defanlt of immediate
puyment to imprisoiment {or {rom
two to four months; unrd for a sic-
ond offence to a fine of not less than
$100 nor more than $500, and .n de-
fault of immediate payment to im-
prisonment for from four to vight
months, with siwilar  provisions
about forfeiture of license and dis-
qaalification of leensew.

A8 a measute of prohibitory legis-
lation this taw i iar abead of any-
thing ever before draftul in thus
country. it is wot fair to compare
it with the Scott Act or any other
measuro wore locul in 1ls natare or
less stringent in its provis.ons It
is an honest attompl to desvise the
most effective  kind of proliitory
law. It was the work of snilled atnd
expericnced g rofessicnal men in Mana
itoba, who were nlso earnesl advo-
cates of total prenibition.

THE BAR.

A poet has sakl of the saioon that
it is appropriately called o bar:

A bar to heaven, a door to heit,

Whoever uamed it, named it well.

A bar to mantiness and wealth,

A door to want and broken health.

A bar to honor, pride and fame,

A door to sin and grief and shame;

A bar to hope, a bar to prayer,

A door to darkness and despair;

A bar to honored, useful life,

A door to brawling, senseless

girife;

A bar to all that's true and brave,

A door to every drunkard’'s grave;

A bar to joy that home imparts,

A door to tears and aching hearts;

A bar to heaven, a door to hell,

Whoever named it, namad it well.
: —National Advocate
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THE GREAT CONVENTION I

The rally of prohibitionists at the
Horticuttural Pasvibion in Toronto on
Peb, 200 was an epovli-mahingg ga-
thering. T wax without exception
the largest  convention of pronihi-
tionists ever helld in Canada, repre-
sentimg everyr soction of  the Pro-
vinee and evers celass of the com-
munity.  There were  more than
1.200 detegates on hand, and fally
1.000 of them were men who will

Ihve votes in the coming Provineial
election,

AL threough  the day  enthusinsm
was high, set discussion had ia it
nothing of personndity and was fall
of foree and determination.  The de-
leggntes were practically unanimous
in their condemnation of the unfair
conditlons attached ta the propos-
ed referemdum, the main Jdifference
of opinion bring as (o whether or
not direct condemnation  should be
made to the refereudum proposal al-
Ltogether.

The deliverances of the conven-
tion will b2 found in another colnumn
under the heading, “Declarations of
the Prohibition Convention.” They
were wlopted with slight verbal al-
terations from the form in which
they were Submitted as o report of
the exeentive committee.  The dis-
cussion referced to. took place ypon |
an amendment to the thivd deciara-
tion offered by Resv. Dr. Chown, who
wished to substitute  for the com-
mittee's clanse the following states
ment :—

“Whereas two plebiseite votes have
been tnken upon the question of pro-
hibition, in which the principle has
heen adopted by overwhelming ma-
joritins, and whereas Sir Oliver Mo-

wat and the Hon, G. W. Ross cach
expressed the convietion  that the
vate of 1804 indicated that the peo. !
ple were safficiently  edueated u[hz
an this question. amd whereas the
Government has promised o intros
duer legisintion to the extent od its
powers. s pladige heing reiterat-
ed by Hon GOW Ross last Febroary,
aml

“Whnereas the prohibition  bild re-
cently intro lnced by the Gosernment

covidos for a referenditn vote (o
give eifect to sail bilt: lnokwng |||)~l
on the proposal for the so-callisd pe-
terendum as an evasion of the rl--f
sponsibility  that  belongs o the!
Government and the Legisiature, :
and which cannot b~ regarded as
other than a violation of a solemn
promise of Government:

“Therefore, the convention ontera,
its emphatic protest agalnst sach
an  evaston of prespousibility
breach of faith, and calls upon the
Legisiature to amend the bil by

striking out the prosisions for a re-
fereudum.”

This resolntion  was secomled hy
Res W KetUewell and was taken
as evpressing the views of that gec-
tion of the conmvention whicelt belies-
ed that the cause  would  be best
served by denouncing not only the
manifestly unfair features of the re-
ferendum biil, but the taking of any
further vote of the electors on the
question of prohibition.

It will be noticed that the declar-
ations adopted do not  elther con-
demn or approve the referendam as
. method. It iy fair, however, 1o
state that the stroug opinion of the
convention seemed to be that any
more voting by the people was un-
necessary and that the Government
ought to have denlt with the situn-
tion by the introduction of a bill to
be made law by the simple, ordinary
action ol the Legislature,

It was felt, however, that while
@ referendum was not necessary,
that the temperance party had not
n ostrong case {or objecting to the
ratification of ,proposed legistation
by o fair vote and that the wisest
position to take was simply that of
opposition to the anjust features of
the bill as it hal been introdueced
into the Legislatugee,

The meeting was presided over by
Rev. W.o AL MacKay, D. D, president
of the Qutario Braanch of the Alli-
ence.  Rev. Lo W, Hill and Me. J. T
Shanks neted as secretaries. After
the vote on Dr. Chown's  proposed
amendment the executive's declarn-
tions were unanimously adopted. A
depntation was appointed to ln) the
findings ut the convention before the
Government.

THE DEPUTATION.

On February 26th the Gosvernment
received the deputation appointed by
the probibition convention of the
preceding day.  Although only a few
representatives were chosen to con-
vey the message of the counvention,
n large crowd of interested delegat-
e8 were in attendance.

The deputation was introduced by
Rev, Dr. MacKay. The views of the
convention were voiced by Mr. A, B.
Spencer, Mr. . 1. Miller, Mrs. May
R. Thornley. and Res. Dr. Carman.
The speakers expressed  the readi-
ness of Lemperance workers Lo meet
the liguor traffic ndvocates s a fair
fight. but protested  very strongly
against the injustice of their oppon-
ents being allowed to win without
securing 4 majority of  the rvotes
polled.  Objection was also made 10
the 14th of October as the day for
voting, and the Government was
urged to give all classes better vot-
ing opportunities and safer condi-
tions by having the voting at the
time of the municipal elections for
19023,

In peply. the Premier argued that
sach o bill ag the probibition bill
proposed onght to have the sanction
of a conclusive majority of the olec-
torate.  He did not think it unjust
tu require prohitationists o poll a
majority of the votes cast in the
clection of 1898, and he stated that
he could hold out no hope that pro-
hibition would b~ secured by a sim-
ple majority of the votes cast. e
was favorable to o change of the
voting time to a Inter date, but was
ot prepaired to say what date would
bz ehosen, and he promised on behalf

tof the Government o thorough en-

foresment of the pronibitory law if
it ghoull come into operation.

ACTION OF THE LEGISLATURE

On Wednesday, March 3th, Hon. G,
W. Rosr moved tho second reading
of the prohthition bill, which is to be

entitled “I'ne Lignor Aet, 1502 1fe
spchie at some lensth on the ques-
tion of whether ¢cr not the measupre
wis coustitutiound gad digeussod al-
s the mattees of amajgority required
amnd date of yoiing.,  The changes
proposed from the form in whica the
LIl was first submitted merely al-
tered the sating dav from October
t4th 1o aday in November, not et
announced, and changed the major-
ity reguired to secure profnbition to
a majority of the sotes cast, pro-
viding sueh majority is also o ma-
Jortty of the number of electors who
voted at the general Provineial elec-

tion in 189
Me. J. Po Whitnes, teader oi 1he
Opposition,  oppused the bill. He

denounced the veferendum proposal
and the unfair condliions altached
to it. He also deelared himscll “op-
posed to the bill on the werits of
it without refervnce to the refer-
endum.” and advoented as an alter-
native policy legistation decreasing
the number of ficenses, nudntaining
present restrictions, removing com-
missioners and jinspectors from par-
ty influence, aml 1 thorough en-
forcemenc of the law \

Hon. J M. Gibson advoecated the
reforendum as a coustitutional me-
thod, guoting many authorities in fa-
vor of his contention, and commend-
ing the conditions attached to the
hill

Me. G. . Marter favored the hill
as a usefal mensure of lepistation,
but did not think there was any ne-
ecessity for a referendnm to bring it
into operation.  1le forcibly attack-
ed the unjust condition of the mea-
sure which he proposed to endearor
to remove,  but would support the
Government in endeavoring te bring
the bill into operation.

Speeches were atso made by Hon.

B, J. Davis, Mr. J. 0 Foy, Mr. Geo.

P. Geaham, Mr. W. H. Hoyle, Mr. I,
1. Pardee, Mr. Thomas Crawford,
and Mre. [. B. Lacas.

The secoml reading was earried
by B majority of thirteen, all the
Liberals present and Mr., Marter
voting for the measure, and all the
Conservatives, coxcepting Mr. Mar-
ter, voting against it

A BAD LAW,

The oppounents of prohibition are
buslly engaged in not merely striv-
ing to discredit prohibition in gen-
eral, and the Manitoha Liguor Act
in particular, but are lowd in their
praises uf the many excellenc es of
the preseant Ontario Llquur License
Law, which they hold up as a model
plece of lagisiation. This hine of ar-
wument g also followed by many Lib-
eral politiciuns, who seek by it to
represent the Reform Party as be-
ing entitled (o credit for useful tem-
perance legislation,

There are manv valuable restiric-
tive provisions in the Outario Li-
cense Law. It is a svastlly bhetter
measure than th: law that was in
force in this Province thirty years
ago. To-day it is. however, anti-
quated, defective and from n tem-
perance standroint lacking in some
detall as compaved with the hquor
law of anv other Proivince.

For manyg vears this law lhias been
condemned by successive conven-
tions of temperance workers, and
the Government{ has heen persirtent-
1y appealeel to for needetd Improve-
ments and hetter enforcemen!. It
Is no secret that  the Gosvernment
has reatized and admitted its defects,
and had promised o revision of it
hefore Lthe present crisis was precip-
ftated by the Privy Councit’'s decigion
in favor of the Muanitoba Prohibitory
Liaw.

Everv temperance worker who has
made any honest attempt to secure
an enforeoment of the provisions of
the Ontario Licens2 Law Knouwa that
this law i wonk, imperfect and out-
of-date, and that in many parts of
the Province its  enforcement hag
heen in the hapndr of officinls who
have used its technical  defeets to
thwart the effortr of Lhioke  who
hinve striven to wake it an effec-
tive meaaare ler the resiriction of
the liguor treaffic.

It is time that some of our ex-
perienced workers, who know what
the license law really is, stated the
facte regarling a wmeasure that for
many years har been far behind
whnt the temjerance sentiment of
the conntry demands.

IMPORTANT.

ToronTo, 1902,
DEAR FRIRND,—

You are respectfully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Fire,
a neat four-page monthly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments; contain-
ing also a valuable summary of the
latest news about our cause. It is just
what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

We are embarking on a campaign
for prohibition legislation in which
the liquor traffic will do its utmost
to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our securing the enactment
and enforcement of useful law,
We have plenty of hard fighting ahead
of us. We must keep posted and
eqt ipped, knowing all that is being
done by our friends and foes, and
sophistry and misrepresentation that
will be advanced.

The Camp Fire will beoneof the
best aids you can have in the struggle.
It will contain nothing but what you
need, Every number ought to be
preserved. You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
per year.

While a necessity to every prohibi-
tion worker the The Camp Fire will
also be of special value for distribution.
We must keep up our educating work,
Printed matter tells. It does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
periodical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected.

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, good and forcible, con-
taining nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The literature of the old
world and the new world will be
ransacked for the most helpful and
effective material. The price is very
low.

Such literature will convince many
a man whom his neighbors cannot
convince. It will talk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen uninterruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
and appeals, that will influence,
instruct and benefit him. It will set
him thinking. This is half the battle.
Its wide circulation will swell the
victory that we areabout to win. This
is its object.

Your help is asked in thisgreat work.
Every soctety should subscribe for and
distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and surest plan of making
prohibition votes. Look at the terms:

Twenty copies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advance

On no other plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
educative results. One hundred and
twenty copies may be placed in ase
many homes, And have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people.
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS-
AND. WiILL YOU HELP Us?

Address,
F. S. SPENOE,

52 Contederation Life Building,
‘ Toronto.

BT PN
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THE RIGHT METHOD.

In the Dominton Parllament in the
Moar 1884, Mr Geo. E. Foster moved
a series of resolutions getting forth
the magnitude and character of the
tereible evils of intomperance and
declaring “Thet the right and most
cffective  legislative reme:dy for
these evils Iy to b2 found 1 the en-
actment and enforcement of ulaw
prohibiting the importation, manu-
facture and sule of tutovicating li-
quors for beverage purposes.”

This resolution was akdopted by n
vote oi 122 o 4. 1n varous forms
it has also been affirmed at other
times by the Dominion Parnament,
and by tne Legslutures of nearly
all the Provinces. It 18 the convic-
tion of a majority of the Canadinn
people and Is the avowed policy of
the temperance adsocates of the Do-
minion.

Recently the proposal has been
made that aucther policy <hould be
adopted cegaraing the evils of intem-
perance.  Some gool men have be-
come convineed that a wise course
of action would b the committing
of the beverage siaie of intovieating
tiquors to companies o reputabie eft-
izens who wouald carry on the busi-
ness  under  carefal restrictions,
drawing  therefrom only o limited
interest on their investment, and ap-
propriating {he surplus profits  for
the benefit of sowme charitable ov
public purpose

This ig whatl I8 popularly known
as the Gothenbrieg ssstem. A stroug
effort is being mate to introduce it
in Great Britain,  On March 1st this
company policy was advocated at a
mretine held in Toronto and addroass-
od by Lord Gray, who is8 seeking to
yromots the movement in England.
At o meeting  hetd on Tharsday.
March 6th, the same method 1was
advoeated by Mr. Geo. E. Fuster.

There is much controversy as to
the resuits of Swedishh experiments
on this line and & good deal of doubt
18 to the value of the efforts that
have been made in England, In
hoth countries, however, the liquor
traffic has a jorition of strength
such a8 we trast it never will attain
in the bominion. We have reached
u rosition far in  advance of the
Swedish cities iz which the Gothen-
burg system is in operation. We
have passed the periodl when the
company plan might have been ad-
visable as & temporary alternative
to more eflective legislation.

We have in operation over large
areas of the country probibitory
lnws of far mora value aud produc-
ing better resulis than any company

scheme.  We are steadily catending
the area of prohibition territory and
hoping for mor> Provincial trinmphs
of the probibition prineciple in the
near future. Tt i3 no time now to
turn aside Wfter fanciful palliatives
when we have In cur hands, If we
are trae to our peinciples, the power
to offectively terminate the mis-
chievons llquor traffic.  Why should
we waste Lime over futile schemes to
tateh it up and make it a littla
more respectable and influential ?

P

AGAINST MUNICIPAL SALOONS.

The County Council of London,
Eng., at & recent meeting, received
a memorial urging the counecil nnt
to discontinue some lironses which
the conneil had acquired In careying
out improvement schemes. The me-
morialists urged the council to re-
tain the license rights with a view
to op~rating munieial public houses.
Mr. Burns, the nated labor leader,
strongly oprosed the propowal, which

was rejected, Mr. Burns quoted
facts to show that fewer licenses
meant less drankenness Aand less

orime. He did not care whether a
tiquor shop was ran by a privute in-
dividunl or by a' maniclipal body. He
objected altogether to the beverage
snte of intoXieatibg liquor.

NOTES OF NEWS

ABOUT THE WAR AGAINST THE
LIQUOR EVIL

MORE TIHAN A MILLION.

Great success has attended the
movement among the evangelical
churches of Great Britain for the se-
curing of a million signatures to the
total abstinence pledge. Before the
end of the year there had been ob-
tained more than 100,000 pledges in
excess of the million, and progress is
now being made towards twice the
number at fivst proposed.

AN ENORMCUS BILL.

Mr. Andrew Morris, an ofticer of
the United Kingdom Alliance recent-
ly made pubilec an interesting state-
ment of the extent {o which the
national revenue of the United King-
dom depended upon the liquor traffie.
The towal revenue from this source
for the year 1901 was -£4,575,160
ponnds steeling.  This  represented
duty collected upon 45474541 gal-
lons of spirits and 36,394,827 harrels
of beer, besides fees charged for li-
censes, and daties upon continental
wines.

PROVINCIAT PROILBITION

The Charlottetown, I E. 1., Branch
of the Allinuce held its annual meet-
ing on Feb. 20th and devoled a good
deal af atteation tn  diseussion of
the operation of the Provincial pro-
hibitory law now in  force in the
Provinee. The committee detrrmina
od to stand by the measure and ap-
polnted o deputaticn to wait apon
1he Gesernment  to sugEest some
amemndments they  believed  were
neadful to make the luw more effec-
tive.  Mr. 3 T Chappelle is presi-
dent and Mr. J. K Ross is secretary
for the coming year,

THE DISPENSARY SYSTEM.

The commissioners who have con-
trol of the liquor traffic on behalf
ol the Government in the State of
South Caroling, have published their
annual statement for the year end-
ing Novmeber 30th, 1901. This re-
port shows that the total liquor sales
during the year were 82,228,681, and
the profit derived by the State was
$545,248. Since the law came In-
to operation in 1896 the population
of the State is said to have increas-
ed about eight per cent. The quan-
tity of liquor sold by the dispensar-
fee has increased by forty-one per
cent. It is clalmed by soute par-
ties that the increase shows that li-
quor drinking has increased under
the dispensary system, others claim
that the increase in sales has re-
sulted from the more effectual sup-
pression of Illicit liquor selling in
places that did not comply with the
dispensary law.

GOOD WORK IN THE ORIENT.

The temperamce cause is making
rapid progress in Japan, although its

supporters have only receuntly be-
come organized for aggressive
work. In 1886 ‘the [irst tem-

any magnitude
soon attained a

perance socliety of
was formed and

membership of about 2,000, with
branches in different parts of the
Empire. The Japanese W.C.T.U. was
organized in 1803. There is at pre-
sent in operation a National Tem-
perance League with Torty-six affil-
lated socioties. having a membership
of nearly 4,000. Legislation has al-
ready been passed prohibiting the use
of tobacco by persons under twenty
vears of age and impousing fines up-
on parents who permit their minor
children to use tobacco, and upon
dealers who sell to mimors. The
foregoing facts are taken from a re-
cont issue of the New Voice, which
contains much information on this
interesting subject.

PROH{BITION WORKS.
Addressing the Grand Jury in the

Newfoundiand Supreme Court, at | grality.

‘ . .

Harhor Grace, recentdy, My, .luslu-o‘:
Emerson congratulated the poople of
the larxe ndicind distriet on the ot-
ter absence of erimé,  which vory
ereditable state of affaivs was, he
!v.mml'lr.i-«l. due i a great measare
Fro the wise temperance legislation
&0 long tn foree in the town of Har-
bor Grace and the vicinity,

In their presentment to the court,
the Geand Jury also referred to the
subject . “Wo join with your lordship
In congeatulitting the town and dis-
trict on the orderly  state of the
| community. nm! ilgo concur with you
In  atteibnting  this  sntislactory
sinte of public morality to the lnw-
ablding churacter of the people, and
in agreat measnre to the success-
ful operation of the Permissive Act.
With your lordship we look forward
with hope and pleasure to the day
when the beneficent influence of this
local option law will extend throngh-
out the lsland.”

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND THE
DRINK EVIL.

While the forces making for tem-
perance referm in England  have
been stimulated by the prospects of
the Goyernment Licensmg Bill, they
continue to recelve encouraugement
from the wtrenvous efforts which the
Roman Catholic clergy in particular

arve making in Ireland to bring about
n reformation in the drinking habits
of that couniry. We have drawn
attention to this Irvish movement in
previous notes, and it gives us snt-
isfaction to uote its continuance in
the Lenten pastorai issued by Car-
dinal Logue, and read in the Cath-
olic churchrs on Sunday last.
After o comparison of the drink
evil In other countries, which was
favorable to Irelaml, this letter
38 StHL the evil exists, and is
sufficiently widespread to awnke the
anxiety and fire the zeal of all who
are interested tu the wetlfare of our
prople.  Statistieal experts  assert
that the annual deink bill of Treiand
amounts to twelve or thiricen mil-
lions. What a drain, this, on a
poor and depopulated country ! How
much could e Jdone with tnis vast
sum, which is more than wasted, for
promoting cur national prosperity.”

THE RISING TIDE.
Mr. John A. Nicholls, organizing
agent for the Dominion Alliance, has

been vigorously pushing work during
tlre past two months in the western
part of Ontario, and has succeeded

fn securing the organization of
bi-anches of the Alllance in  more
than twenty conetituencies. Some

of the conventions held have been
very large and enthusiastic. At
nearly all of them there wusg strong-
v manifested a determination to in-
sist uwpon a carrying out of the
Gowvernment's pledge to promote pro-
libitory law to the extent of the
Legislature’s jurisdiction. Resolu-
tions were adopted in many cases,
denouncing the proposals of those
who have suggested that a prohibi-
tory law ought not to go into oper-
ation unless ratified by a vote of
the electors in which more thar a
mere majority would be a required
condition of success. Mr. Nicholls
reports unprecedented interest in
the temperance movement and n de-
termination to make the,prohibition
question an issue in the approach-
ing elections.
A WORTHY ENTERDPRISE.

A recent report published by the
missionary department of the Onta-
rio W. C. T. U, contalns valuable in-
formation concerning work done in
the Algoma District.  Miss Agnes
Sproule, of Fort Willlam, superin-
tends this undertaking. During the
past year she has travelled in her
work abont 3,400 miles, visited the
homes in seventy different localities,
addressed seventy-one meetings and
distributed great quantities of use-
ful literature.

In the Muskoka District sinfllar
work 18 carried on by Mr. J. S. Lec-
kie, who visits the lumber camps and
sends a report of what he has been
able to accomplish in that district.
The fthgurss very much resemble

those regarding Misa Sproule's ef-
farts. Such an undertaking ought
to be sustained with the utmost lib-
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BACK AGAIN

THE FAMOUS

“BLACK KNGHT”

REV. J. H. HECTOR

has returned to
Ontario for a
Short lecture
tour and is now
open for engage-
ments.

Applications for
terms and dates
should be made at
once to

F.S. SPENCE,
52 Confederation Life Bldg-,
TORONTO, CAN.

Read the following specimen
extracts from newspaperopinions
of this MARVELLOUS MAN.

CANADIAN,

His speech was irresistible in its
earnestness and pathos. — Toronto
Globe,

A powerful address, full of humor
and sanctified common sense.— London
Advertiser.

A veritable outburst of true-spirited,
natural eloquence, born of a devoted
patriotism.—Charlottetorwn Guardian.

Succeeded without any apparent
difficulty in keeping his audience in
roars of laughter.—Toronto World,

The large assemblage was inspired,
amused, thrilled and cansed to weep
alinost in unison.—Montrcal Wiiness

ENGLISH.

The embodiment of all that is best in
his race—humorous, solemn, eloquent
and pathetic.—South Walesd rgus.

His inimitable drollery, mixed with
the truest wisdom, completely took
the ﬁthering by storm.—Christian
Wor

Such an amount of hearty, healthy,
wit-provoked laughter we bave never
heard before in one and a half hours—
Methodist Tymes.



THE CAMP FIRE

/

THE ONTARIO CONFLICT,
{(Tune:—~*I'rom Greenland's
Mountain )
1 From scemes of wealth and splen-
dour,

Where wines pass freely round,
From bar-room and from gutter
Where filth and vice abound
From highest and from lowest,
From poor and rich the same,

The call comes to deliver
Our land from drink's domain.,

Iey

2 What though of wealth uncoanted
Our country's foes may boast!
What though their influence reach-

oth
Where minfluence counteth mosg!
The ery of starving children,
Of homes and wives forlorn,
Will surely break our slumbers,
Aud make us stoth to scorn.

8 What though
friondiessy
Of humam power devoid!
What though by foes despised
By traftrous fricnds destroyed!
Wo know our God is with us,
Wo gqeed not be afeiid;
‘Faint not for I am with tnee,
Fear not nor be dismayed.®

woe're  poor

4 From yvilluge and from hamlet,
From towns or near or far,
There comes the sound of conflict,
Thoe clash and din of war.
Soon will the fight be over,
The mists be rolled away;
Amd on our own Ontario
Shall dawn a brighter day.
H. Mortimer.
Parkdale, 10 Jan, 02

THE REIGN O DRINK.

Do you hear an onnnous wuttering,
as ol thundering  gathering
round?

Do you hear the ¢ity tremble, as an
siirthquake shakes the ground?

Tis the walking of a people—'tis a
mighty battle sound.

Do jou hear the grand uprising of
the people in their might?

They are girding on the armour,

and

TO HON.

And the Ninety-Three Other Members of

|
|
|
|
| the Ontario Legislature.

| GusTreves (e

i You ure called upon to fuce an issue of the most momentous character.
| You know that the liguor traflic in the Province of Ontario nseverywhere else, is
. the prolific cause of pauperism, msanity, crime, disease and death, No evidence
': is needed to convinee you of this terrible 1ruth.

does miore than any other eause to {ill the jails, and it unquestionably does much
to veermt the vanks of the erinnnal clusses,” and referring Lo one year's criminal
recond, adds, * the number of convictions on charges of drunkenness in the pro-
vinee during the year was 7,034, very nearly one third of the whole, and of the
675 prisoners i the common jails at the close of the year, a very large proportion
were habitual drunkards.”

Our present esteemed Licutenant Governor has said that “An enormous
proportion, probably three-fourths of the vice that prevails at the present day, of
the ¢r’ 1e which they have to contend with, of the lunacy, the idiocy, the poverty,
and the msery of every kind, is owing to the foul evil of intemperance.”

Statistics are however, totally inadequate to convey any idea of the
misery, suffering and sin involved in these appalling facts. DBehind every case
that is added to the list, there lies a sorrowful tragedy. Every step in the down.
ward career of nearly every drink victim is a step upon some weary, aching,
bleeding heart. Behind the figures lie heart-sickening histories of ruined homes,
blighted lives and all the details of a drunkard’s wretched career,

These are the stern realities with the cause of which you are to-day called
upon to deal. It is your business and your privilege as statesmen, to devise such
measures as will be the most effective legislative remedy for these evils. This
solemn responsibility cannot Le ignored. This question mnust not be dealt with
from the standpoint of party exigencies, but from the standpoint of patriotism
and Christian duty.

You must admit that the prohibitory law now before the Legislature
with the conditions attached to it, is unreasonable and absurd. You do not

they ave arming for o fight,
They are going forth to battle for |
the triumph of the right. |
For tho power of drink has bound ns,!
and the power of drink hath
reigned,
Till the glorious robes of Liberty are
tarnishad, torn, and stained,
Tl the struggling aity shadders, as
its forees lie enchained.

It hath trampled over hearthstoune,
and hath left it desolate;
It hath slain the wife and mother,

it hath filled the town with
hate;
It bath wiecked the noblest man-

hood, and hath laughed to scorn
the great.

Shall it longer reign in triumph, long-
er wear its tyrant crowu?

Shall it firmer wield the fetters that
now bind the city down?

Shall this grand old city longer bow
amd tremble 'neath its frown?

wo! let every heart re-echo; rouse,
yo gallwnt men and true'!
Rouse, 3t broken-hearted mothers!

think that it will be brought into operation on the terms proposed. It may
provoke the enmity or win the favor of partisans. It may antagonize voles oy
may catch votes. [t may have some effect upon the movement of party
politicians. It is not a measure devised to secure the speediest and most
effective relief for the terrible evils for which it is your duty to seek a
remedy.

This great issue, this serious question, ought not to be considered
with a view of mere political effect. It is your business to enact
such a hquor law as you honestly believe to be best adapted to the present
position of this province, having due regard to the practicability of enforcement
and the strength of sustaining public opinjion. It is your duty to take the
responsibility of putting such a measure into actual operation. [f you are con-
vinced that such operation would be made more effective by the previous
ratification of a popular vote, you ought to submit it to such a vote under
conditions that will ensure the fullest and fairest expression of opinion, giving no
special advantage to any selfish interest, and ignoring no principle "of politicaj
equality. .

The second part of the present bill is a rigid measure of provincial
prohibition, probably as comprehensive as the legislature has power to enact.
Is it not a mockery to make such useful legislation conditional upon
requirements that are unjust, unwise, and so difficult as to make their
attainment almost impossible, thus strengthening an evil and hampering the
forces that oppose it? In the interests of all that is good and true, and

BOC, the night s almost
through ;
Rouse e, every man amd woman—
God is callinz now for you.
—Selectedd.

THE VOICES.
“Why urge the long unequal fight,

Smeo trath is fallen in the street,!

Or lift anew the trampled light
Quenched by the heedless millions’
feet?

“Give o'er thy thankless task; ror-l

sake
The fools that know not il from

good,
Eat, drink, enjoy thine own, and

take

Thine ense among the multitnde.

“Phe work Is God's, not thine; let |
Him

Work out & change il change
must be;
The hand that planted best can trim

And nurse the old unfruitful tree.”

8o spake the tempter, when the light

Of sun and stars had left the sky,

I listemed through the cloud and
oight, -

And heard, methought, a Volce
reply:

ennobiing to humanity, you are respectfully and earnestly urged to remove
these unfair conditions, and to use the power placed in your hands for the
advancement of that which is right, instead of for the strengthening and
| sustaining of that which is everywhere and always our country’s greatest

curse.
'

" "Thou” shiall not  lack the toiler's

)’I‘h_\' task may well seem over-luerd,

Who seatterest in o thankless toil pay.
P Thy life as soed, with no reward, Faith shares the Future's promise;
Save that which duty gives to toil. Lovo's

Self-offering is a triumph won,
And each good thought and action
moves
Thoe dark world nearer to the sun.

I'"The meal unshared is food unblest,
Wo heard m vain what love should
spoenald,
Sel-eare is pain g our ouly rest

G. W. ROSS

Your own Prison Reform (‘onnmission said a few years ago : ¢Drunkenness -

Is labour for a worthy cwl.

A toii that galns by what it yiclds,
+ And sceatters te its own increase,
And henrs while sowing outward
fields
The harvest song of inward peace.

What {8 it that the crowd requite

Th)i‘lo;e with hate, thy truth with
)

And but to f{aith and not to sight

The walls of Freedom's temple rise?

‘ Yet do thy work; it shall succeed
In thine or in another's day;
i And, if dented the victor's meed,

Then faint not, falter not, nor plead

Thy weakness; Truth itself is
strong.

Tho lion’s strength, the eagle's speed,

Aro not vouchsafed alone to wrong.

Hast thou @not on some week of
storm
Soezrx ithe sweet Sabbath breaking
air

And cloud and shadow, sunilit, form
The curtains of thy tent of prayer?

So, bhaply, when our task shall end,

The wroag shall lose itself in right,

And all our week-day darkness biend

With the long Sabbath of the light!
~J. G. Whittier.

DECLARATIONS

OF THE PROHIBITION CONVENTION

Held In Taronto, February 25th, 1802,

That this ccuvention hails  with
pleasuro the decision of the Privy Coun-
cil sustaining the Manitoba Liquor Act,
thus aflirming the right of a provincial
Legislature to prohibit tiansuctions in
intoxicating liquors which take place
wholly within the territorial hmits of its
jurisdiction, by the residents of the
Province.

That the Bill introduced into the
Ontarvio Legislature making prohibition
eonditional upon difticult, unreasonable
and unjust requirements cannot bhe
accepted ns a fulfilment of the Govern-
ment’s pledges, and this convention ex-
presses 1ts deep regret that the Govern-
ment has not carried out the simple
definite promise of Sir Oliver Mowat,
reiterated by Hon., A. S. Hardy and
Hon. . W. Ross, to introduce a bill to
prohibit the liquor traflic to the limit of
the declared power of the Province.

That a specially objectionable and un-
fair feature of the bill is the provision
that even if the bill is approved by a
majority of the electorate voting there-
on, it will not become law unless that
majority attains very large dimensions,
and this convention begs to respectfully
inform the Government that legislation
limited by any condition that would
permit the opinions of a minority of the
voting electorate to prevail, would not
be considered by the prohibitionists of
Ontario as a fulfilnent of the Govern.
ment's promises, nor as entitling
members of the Legislature who voted
for it to their confidence and support.

‘That. this convention also objects to
the unfairness of a method which makes
it necessary for the prohibitionists to
poll a large vote in order to secure
legislation they desire, while anti-pro-
hibitionists are required to do so, but
may succeed without taking the trouble
of voting.

‘That this convention further protests
against the fixing of the date for the
proposed voting at an inconvenient
timne, although such votipg might be -
provided for at a time of a municipal
election with an important economy of
public funds and the time and effort of

the voters, and we call for & vote, if at
all, on that date.

That & deputation be appointed to
lay belore the Government the fore-
going resolutions, and to ask for the
removal from the bill of the unfair con-
ditions complsined of, and that every
member of the Legislature be urged to
do all he can to secure the elimination.
from the bill of those conditions.
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1S A MARVEL CF

SIMPLICITY, DURABILITY
and RELIABILITY.
It is the only SELF.FILLING and
SELF-CLEANING Pen manu-

factured. Every one who
sees it, wants it,

PRICE THREE DOLLARS
(Postage Prepaid)

Address, CAMP FIRE,
§2 Confederation Life Building, Torontos

1f you would like to receive one of these
splendid Pens
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ho':P oun cap: obtain it, and at the same
time do some very useful work for the tem-
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