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TUft

NARRATIVE
O F

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL

Sir henry GLINTOK, &c.

"IJEING confcious, that during my com-

*^ mand in North America, my whole

conduct was aftuated by the moft ardent

zeal for the King's fcrvice, and the Interefts

of the public, I was exceedingly mortified,

when I returned to England, after a fervice

of fcven years in that country, to find that

erroneous opinions had gone forth refpefting

it ; and that many perfons had, in confe*

quence, admitted impreflions to my preju-

B dice.
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( 2 )

*efe:. ^JLIP^IS, tfaETB&re, to expMii wliat*-

had been mifinterpreted or mifreprefented,

(as indeed might welj be (fxpefted, from the

publication of Lord C.*s letter of the 20th of
Onfobei;; wifhou| beipg acMmpaaied/hy n^f
anfwer to it) I had propofed taking an op-

portunity, in the Hdufe of Commons, of

faying a feiw W<?wjs. oip, fi^l^ pwt? of my
condua as feemed not to be fufficiently un-
dejpftood'i- attd-I ftattef myfelf 1 fhooW^'havb

'

been able to make it appear, that I aded
up to the utmoft of my powers, from the

beginpin^ to th,e end of myxornsfn^r^; a^-
that none of the mjsfqrt^^ of thfi vety

unfortunate campaign of 17^1 cap, witlx
th? fm^Ueft 4egree pjf juQiqe, l^e imputed to

me.

Jut I arriypd here fo htp ift tfce f^fl^n;.

that I w^s adyifed to defer if ; and it was
judged that the graqious iqcqj^iq^ 1 1^ j^,^
met with. fr<^, my Sovereign ren^eij^d an,

imm^^mp. ^xj^immti m^^^^f^t i-w^^

•'•' ^
_.

not.

•
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f-fiot, Ww^'r, appfmUd Xviia^ degree tie

|)ubKe' pitjuaice Md bedh excited againil

ihe, ilfe i ihbttld ^?ibit)ly have teen in-

•titod to!i'ave tikeri an earlier opportunity

'd[ 'oSttihg to Pafliarfient vfhit I have t6 fay

bi^'tft^-fiibjfea: But the iale change i^ pufi.

11(^ i^'aih, fuhnOilhg foiiiuciirtiore impor-

tant mtittef fbr thefr deliberation, "'^epriv^ed

me of the iapportuinify 1 tfcoughlt t.itiouVd

have had t and,- as by tlie prefBnt recei(s it

is prOb1it)te that I oiay'iiot te able to exe-

cureifty inteiitions tiefore a late periocj, when

pefhapS peculiar ctrcumftah'ces might Force

itte through 'delicacy to decline it, T beg

leave tb lay before tlie public the following

^lahi >farVative, which will, I truft, remove

pTej6dl(^e aiid error. ' •

t have much to tegret that, when this

bufitlefs was difcufled in the tioiife of Lords

laft fe^oh of Parlianient, the whole of my
fcorfefpbiidertce, m\h the late American

Miriilbr, Lieiitehaift General fiarl Corn-

B 3 wallis,

i'

-
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wallis, and the Admirals commanding on

the Weft-India and American ftations, was

not produced, or at leaft fuch parts thereof

as, being neceffary to explain my condud^,

might have appeared confiftently with ftatc

policy. Becaule the letters which compoie

that correlpondcnce, being written to the

moment as events happened, are certainly

the moft faithful records of my anions and

intentions ; and are confequently the clear-

eft, faireft, and moft unexceptionable tefti-

monies I can adduce in their fupport. I

hope, therefore, I (hall ftand exculpated

from the neceflity of the cafe, for any im:«

propriety there may be in my annexing

hereto fuch of them as I may judge moft

requifite for that purpofe. Three of them

indeed will, I prefume, be found very ma-

terial, (Appendix, No. IX.) as they contain

my anfwers and obfervations upon Lord

Cornwallis*s letters of the 20th of Odlober

and 2d of December, on the fubjed of

the
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.the unfortunate conclufion of the laft cam-

;paign ill the Chefapeak ; ^ which latter I

jam forry to obferve, were given to the

* public, while mine in anfwer were with-

|held from it ;— I hope without defign.

Although I never dared promife myfelf

[that any exertions of mine, with my very

reduced force (nearly one-third lefs than

i that of my predeceflbr) could bring the war

'to a happy conclufion; yet I confefs that

the campaign of 1 78 1 terminated very dif-

ferently from what I once flattered my-

felf it would ; as may appear, by the fub-

L joined extracts of letters, written in the be-

'ginning of that year, * and which were

tranf-

^ '.•.
• «« I am moft exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at

the very unfortunate afFair of the 1 7th of January, (Cow-

pen's,) I confefs I dread the confequences. But my

hope is, as it ever will be, in your Lordfiiip's abilities

and exertipns. I have much to lament, that Brigadier-

p general Arnold's proje6led move in favour of your

l,ord(hip*»

) \

-4
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-tranfinifcted t6 the MiiiMen I was hi i

however, into thefe hopes, trme by the!

ajjparfcnt diftreffes of the etumy thaii ^any

iDbaterial fucoefie& we had met with.
;

The plan I had formed for the cawifyiigb
|

6f 1 781, (upon the expfedatitfn of a rein-

forcement

'
- . ..'L'ji

Lordfhif»8 operations will have been flopt by t\}c

appearance of the French ihips. Difcontent runs high
in Conncfticut, &c. In fhort, my Lord, there fecnis

lrtt«fe iranii/yg to givfe a mortal flab td rebellion, but a
prtjpier reinforcim'ent and a permart^ftt Superiority k
fcSi for tie nebct campaign; without t^rhich any ente^-

pnze depending on water movements muft certainly ruJi

great rifk. Until Colonel Bruce arrives, I am uncer-
tain what reinforcements are intended for this army.
The Bfinifter has however alTured me, that every poffiblc

«ertion will be made.- ^ Letter from Sir Henry Clin-

ton to LoM CornwalUs, March 5, 1 78 1.

« I cannot fufficiently exprcfs my extreme joy at readl
ftig Wafhington's letter. It is fuch a defcription of
aiftrefs, as may ferve to convince, that with a tolerable

reinforcement from Europe, to enable your Excellency
to dktermine on an olTenfive campaign, the year ij^f

may

:*t-'«'.
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ircejpeot fcoai Europe-^£rom the Weft-Iiv-

Jjjss— and frop{i the Southward, (after qpe?3r

fon fliould ceafe in that quarter) --.a4ded to.

/hat I might? be able to Ijgat&afc th« tinjw iiook

le imall force V^der lyjy ii^n^ediajteicoeawtandi

It New-York, "VW9P oalcuUt^d tq make afak

lyd foli4teffort in fayour of oi^j:'friend^

—

m a

!iftr^(3: wh,e^e I had foi^ie i^eaioa to believe

khey were nun^e,rouiB ^4 hearty ;; aijd wJa«|« J,

judged it Height be m^M with Iktle danger,

-tvQ^ from a t€mjK)rary naval fuperiority oE

the enemy. This plaa had been fuggefiedi

^q tl?^ MJnifler in the year 1780, and more

^particularly explained to him in 1781;

lAppendiix, No. XI.) notwithftandlag which

a preference was given to another, (Ap-

pendix, No. I.) which feemed to be forced

(Appendix,

l»Ay;prob;ibly prore the glorious period to your command
In Amerifia, by putting an end to the rebellion."—

'Lettei: froo^ Majo^-geperal Phillips to Sir H. Clinto»,

Vtfmouth, Virginia, April 16, 178 1.

'•I \

i''"ii«?ir"'''
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(Appendix, No. 11.) upon me by Lord

Cornwallis's quitting the Carolinas, where

I had left him in command, and march-

ing into Virginia; a meafure, I muft fay,

determined upon without my approbation,

and very contrary to my wifhes and inten-

tions. The Minifter direded me to fup-

port Lord Cornwallis and folid operation in

Virginia; the danger of which, without a

covering fleet, I had conftantly reprefentcd

to him. He repeatedly and pofitively pro-

mifed me a covering fleet ; * and when the

Admiral .

* Extrafts from Lord George Germain's letters to

Sir Henry Clinton

:

April 4, 1 78 1. « The latenefs of the feafon will, I

imagine, prevent Monf. De Graflc's undertaking any

thing againfl: the King's pofTeffions in the Weft-Indies^

But it is probable, as foon as he has thrown fupplies into

the fevcral iflands, he will proceed to North America,

and join the French forces at Rhode-Ifland, and endea-

vour to revive the expiring caufe of rebellion. But as

Sir
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Admiral arrived with the naval reinforce-

ment from the Weft-Indies, he was clearly

of

Sir George Rodney's force is little inferior to his, and

he will be watchful of his motions, I am not apprehen-

five he will give him time to do you any material in-

jury before he comes to your fuccour."

May 2, 1781. « And as Sir George Rodney will

bring you three more regiments from the Leeward Iflands

before the hurricane months, the augn»entation of your

force muft, I fhould think, be equal to the utmoft of

your wifhcs.

July 7, 1781. «* The arrival of the reinforcement

will, I hope, enable you to proceed immediately in the

execution of your purpofe, without waiting for the

three regiments from the Weft Indies ; for I do not ex-

peft they will join you before the feafon for ofFcnfive

operations there is over -, when, I have reafon to be-

lieve, the French fleet will pufli for North America,

and Sir George Rodney will certainly follow them, to

prevent them from giving you any interruption in your

operations.

July 14, 1 78 1. " The purpofe of the enemy was

long known here, and Sir George Rodney has been ap-

prifcd of it, and will certainly not lofe fight of Monf.

C ^'^
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of opinion himfelf, and of courfe convinced
n^e, that he had brought that covering fleet.

(A, pcndix. No. III.; Therefore, as AdmU
ral Gra^ es's fquadron was acknowledged to
be fuperior to that under Monfieur de Barras,

I could

r>c Graffe. The very proper ftep you took of tranf-
- mitting him copies of the letters you had intercepted,
muft conHrm him in the refolutlon he had taken in con-
fequence of the former intelligence. But as in a matter
of fo great moment, no precaution fliould be omitted,
or poffible contingency unguarded againft, extrads of
the intercepted letters will be fent to him from hence,
and prccife inftruaions given to him to proceed directly
to North America, whenever Monf. De Grafle quits the
Lewards Iflands."

July 24, 1781. « And I truft, that as Sir George
Hodney knows De Grafic's dcltination, and the French
acknowledge his flnps fail better than theirs, that he
will get before him. and be in readinefs to receive hin^
when he comes upon the coaft."

September a;. ,-3,. " I .ruft, I,efore „,e end of
Auguft. £ir S=„„,J Ho«l will have been wi=h you
=.=d that after l,i,s ju„aio„ „,•,!, Admiral Grave, our
fuperiority m fea will be prefervcd."
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I could not but fuppofe that t'le arrival of

Admiral Digbv (hourly expcdted) would

give us a moft dec'ilive naval fuperi'.Tity.

—

And here, perhaps, it may not be improper

to remark, that though the Minifter direds

me, by his letters of the 2d of May, and 6th

of June, to adopt folid operation In Virginia,

he fignifies to me his Majefty's approbation

of my own plan, in a fubfequent letter of

the 14th of July, telling me at the fame

time, that " he has not the leaft doubt Lord

" Cornwallis will have fully feen the rea-

*' fonablenefs of it, and has executed it with

** his wonted ardor, intrepidity, and fuc-

«* cefs."
'

Under thefe circumftances, and with thefe

alTurances, I never could have the mod diftant

idea that Mr. Wafhington had the Ie:^ft hopes

of a fuperior French fleet in the Chefapcak

;

and I confequently never could fuppofe that he

Would venture to go there. But if he Ihould,

I was fatisfied from the reafons already

C 2 fiated

'
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ftntcd, that I ^ould be able to meet hint

therewith every advantage on my fide, by

having the command of the waters of that

bay— without which he could not poffibly

feed his army. This opinion has been alfo

fince confirmed by a letter from him to

Count De Grafle, dated 26th of September,

1 781, (No. IV. Appendix) wherein he tells

him, if he quits the Chefapeak, the enemy

will certainly get pofleffion of it, and he muft

di{band his army.

Had ray correfpondence been produced.

It would have appeared from it, and the re-

turns accompanying it, that inftead of

feventeen, twenty, nay twenty- four thou-

fand men, which it has been reported I had

at New York, (after the very ample rein-

forcements, as the Minifter acknowledges,

(No. V. Appendix) which I had fent to the

fouthward) I had not 12,000 efiedtives, and

of thefe not above 9300 fit for duty, re-

gulars and Provincials. But had I had

twice
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|;>vice that number, I do not know tb?t,

after leaving fufficient garrifons i^ tbp

iaands and pofts depending (which it is adr

mittcd by all would take 6009) I could, x

has been infinuated, have prevented the

junaion between Monf. Rochainbe^^u ayid Qe-

neral Walhington, which was m^^e m ^
highlands, at leaft 50 niiles from me ; or th?l:

1 could h^ve made any dlre£^ tpove again^

their army when joined (confiding then of

at leaft 11,000 men, exclufive of militia,

aflembled on either fide the Hudfon) with

any profpedi of folid advantage from it. Of

if I had as many reafons to believe that Mr.

Walhington would move his army into

Virginia without a covering French fleet,

j^s 1 had to think he would npt ; I could

not have prevented his paffing the Hudfo^

under cover of his forts at Verplanks and

3toney Points. Nor (fuppofing I had boats

properly manned) would it have been ad-

vifcable to have landed at Elizabeth town.

in
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in the face of works wliich he might cafilf

have occupied (as they were only {even
miles from his camp at Chatham) without
fubjeaing my army to be beat, en detail

Nor could I, when informed of his march
towards the Delaware, have pafTed an army
in time to have made any impreffion upon
him before he crofTed that river. But with
my reduced force, any attempt of the fort

would have been madnefs imd folly in the
extreme.

With what might poffibly be fpared from
fuch a force, nothing could be attempted

except againft detachments from Mr. Wafli-

ington's army, or (when reinforced in a
fmall degree) againft fuch of its diftant ma-
gazines as might occafionally happen to be

unguarded. T%^o of the latter offered, one
againft Philadelphia, which I certainly fhould

have attempted in July, had Lord Corn-
wallis fpared me any part of 3000 men

;

but as his Lordfliip feemed to think he

could
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could not bold the ftations we both thought

eligible, if' he fpared me any part of the

force with him, I was obliged to relinquish

this defign. The other, much, more im-

portant, was agiiinft Rhode Ifland. I had

difcovered by intercepted letters from all the

French Admirals and Generals, that Count

Rochambeau's army had marched from

Rhode Ifland to join Mr. VVafhington at the

White Plains ; that their battering train

and ftores for fiege were left at Providence

under little more than a militia guard; and

that their fleet remained in Rhode Ifland

harbour with orders, as foon as repaired, to

retire to Bofton for feciirity. By private in-

formation, which I had at that time, 1 found

aifo that the works at Rhode Ifland were la

a great meafure difmantled, and had only a

few invalids and militia to guard them, and
that they were both there and at Providence

under great apprch.en lions of a vifit from
us. From other motives as well as my o.vii

knowIcJge of thefc pofts, 1 had the ftrongcft

reaLa
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ifeafofi to exped the futleft fiiccefs to an at-

terftpt agatnft theft), artd I therefore immediate-

ly propofed to Admiral Graves a joint expedi-

tion fof that purpofe ; which he readily con-

lented to. It was accordingly agreed between

Yis, that h fhould be undertaken as foon as

be could aflcmble his fleet, and a fmall rein-

forcement (which I hourly expefled) fliould

arrive from Europe. The reinforcement

joined me on the nth of Auguft, and

the Admiral (who had failed on a cruife)

having returned to the coaft on the i6th,

1 immediately renewed my propofal, (Ap-

pendix, No. VI.) The Admiral informed

me in anfwer, that he was under the necef-

fity of fending the Robufte to the yard to bt

be refitted, and that he fhould take the op-

portunity while that was doing of (hifting

a mart or two in the Prudente ; and when

thofe repairs were accompliftied, he would

g!ve me timely notice, (Appendix, No.

VII.) 1 he (hips were not ready on the

38th ; Sir Samuel Hood, however, arriving

I on

:*

IJL.



'

( «7 )

on that day, I immediately ordered the

troops to be embarked ; and going to the

Admirals on Longllland, I propofed to them

that the expedition fhould inftantly take

place : but receiving intelligence that eveninp'

that Moniieur de Barras had Hiiled 6n the

25th, it was of courfe ftopped. Thus, to the

Admirals great mortification and my own,

was loft an opportunity of making the moft

important attempt that had offered the whole

war. And early in September, to my great

furprifc, (for I ftill confidered our fleet as fu-

perior) hearing that Mr. Wafhlngton was de-

cidedly marching to the fouthward, I called

a council of all the general officers, who una-

nimoufly concurred with me in opinion, that

the only way to fuccour Earl Cornwallls

was to go to him in the Cheflipeak.

Although I had every reafon to difapprove

of Earl Cox-nvvallis's march into Virginia,

without confulting me, (at the rlfk of en-

^ gaging
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gaging me in dangerous operations, for

which I was not prepared) yet, as I fuppofed

he aded with at leaft the approbation of the

Minifter, I left him as free as air, when he

arrived there, to plan and execute according

to his difcretion ; only recommending to

him, in cafe he had none of his own, the plan

I had offered to the Minifter ; which, noi-

withftanding the opinion given in the letter

of July 14, before quoted,* I did not, how-

ever, find his Lordfhip the leaft inclined to

> adopt.

• Extraft from Lord George Germain's letter to Sir

Henry Clinton, July 14, 1781.— " Itis with the moft

unfeigned pleafure I obey his Majefty'j commands, in

cjcprefTmg to you his royal approbation of the plan you

have adopted for profecuting the war in the provinces

fouth of the Delaware, and of the fuccours you hav«

furnifhed, and the in(lru£lfons you have given for car-

rying it into execution. The copies o^ the very impor-

tant correfpondt \ioe which fo fortun:i.t' '<' 'nit in^o yoi r

hands, (inclofcd in your difpatch) mtw the rebel affairs

tob«;almoft defperate, and that nothing but the fuc-
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adopt. And that letter, which I did not re-

operation

ceive till Septemher, foi

dangeroufly engaged in t

forced me into.

I
And here, perhaps, it may be proper to

1 give tiie reafons which induced me to recom-

I -^ ^ mend

I
cefs of Ibme extraordinary enterprife can gire vigour

I
and aftivity to their caule ; and I conA;(^ I am well

' plcafed that they have fixed upon New York as the
' objea to.be attempted, as I have not the leaft doubt

•
• but that the troops you had remaining with you, after

I
the ample reinforcements you fb judicioufly f^nt to the
Chefapeak, would be fully fufficient, under your com-

^and, to repel any fbfce the enemy could bring againft

Wmon. I cannot clofe this letter, without repeating to
Mrou the very great fatisfaftion your difpatch has given^e

;
and my moft entire and hearty coincidence with

on in the plan you have propofed to Lord Cornwallis.
br diftreffing the rebels, and recovering the fouthern
provinces to the King's obedience. And as his Lordlhip,
vhen he received your letters of the 8th and nth of
fune, will have fully fecn the reafonablenefs of it, I have
pot the leaft doubt but his Lordft^ip has executed it witk
Jis wonted ardor, intrepidity, and fuccefs."
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mend to Lord Cornwallis to fecurc a naval

ftation for large (hips, if one could be found

that was capable of being fortified and main-

tained againft atcmporary fuperiority of the

enemy at fca, agreeable to the inftrudions

which I had before given to General Phil-

lips, and which were of courfe to be now

confidered as fuch to his Lordlhlp, (Ap-

pendix, No. X.)

Although 1 ought not to have apprehend-

ed that the enemy could have had a fuperi-

ority at fea, after the aflurances I had re-

ceived from the Minifter, I yet always

wi{hed to guard againft even a poffibility

of it. Finding, therefore, by Lord Corn-

wallis' s letters, that on his arrival in the

Chefapcak, he had no plan of his own to

propofc, and that he did not incline to

follow the one I h.ad offered to his con-

fidcration, I recommended the taking a re-

fpcdlablc dcfenfive ftation cither at Williamf-

burg, or York (the latter of which his

^
Lordlhip
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Lordfhlp bnd informed me in a letter,
'
dated

26th of May, he was inclined, from the

reports which had been made to him, to

think well of as a naval ftation and place
t

of arms) and left his Lordfliip at liberty

to keep all the troops he had in Virginia,

amounting to about feven thoufand men.

But thinking that he mi-ht well fpare three

thoufi;nd, I defir.^d he would keep all that

were necefikry for a refpeaable defenfivc,

anddefultory water movements, and fend

me of three thoufand men all he could.

His Lordfliip mifconceiving my intentions,

(as will, I truft, be manifeft to whoever

reads our correfpondence) and confidering

my call for three thoufand men as uncon-

ditional, tells me that he could not, with

the remainder, keep York and Gloucefter

;

and that he fliould, therefore, repafs James-

river, and go to the ftation at Portfmouth ;

which refolution, 1 confefs, furprifed me,

as
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« he had a little before, in the letter above

quoted, reprefented that port as unhealthy,

and requiring an army to defend it. On
receipt of his Lordfhip's letter, I immedi-
ately confulted the Admiral, who was of
opinion, that a naval ftation for large fhips

was abfolutely neceffary, and recommend-
ed Hampton-road. Therefore, in my let-

ter of the nth of July, 1 direaed.his

Lordlhip to examine and fortify Old Point

Comfort, which the Admiral and I thought
would cover that road, and in which there

had been a fort for that purpofe for fifty

years, though probably then in ruins. But
his Lordflilp informing me, in his letter

of the 27th of July, that it was the opi-

nion of the captains of the navy, the

engineers, and himfelf, that zny works
creded on Old Point Comfort, * might
" be eafiJy deftroyed by a fleet, and would
"not anfwer the purpofe; and that

therefore, according to the fpirit of my
*' orders.
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" orders, he (hould feize York and Glou-

•' carter, as the only harbour in which he

•* could hope to be able to give effeiStual pro-

*« tedion to line of battle (hips ;" I fuppofed

his Lordlhip had entirely approved of thofe

ports ; and that after examining them with

the officers of the King's (hips and his engi-

neer, he would let me know if he (hould fee

reafon to alter his opinion ; and confequent-

ly I did not obje£l: to the choice he had

made ; nor indeed had I ever caufe to do fo,

before I favv his letter of the nth of Odlo-

ber, which I did not receive until the i6tb,

the day before he offered to capitulate, when

for the firft time I found his Lordrtiip thought

unfavourably of them. For on the 1 6th of

Auguft, his Lordlhip told me that he fhould

apply to the Commodore for a (hip to fend

me a ftate of things at York, and bring him

back my commands; by which I was of

courfe to underftand that his Lord(hip would

lend me his own and the Commodore's opi-

nion



( H )

won of York and Gloucefter, after his en-

gineer had made a moft exa£tfurvey, which

he told me he was employed in, and of which

I expe*5ted a copy, as his Lordfliip had before

fent me of the one taken of Old Point Com-*

fort. But not receiving thefe from his Lord-

ship, I naturally concluded that the poft of

York and Gloucefler was fuch as his Lordt

Chip and the Commodore approved ; elpeci-*

ally, as his Lordlhip, in his letter of the

22d of Auguft, was pleafed to fay, " the

" engineer has finiflied his furvey and exa-.

*' mination of this place, (York) and has

*' propofed his plan for fortifying it ; which,

" appearing judicious, I have approved, and

" directed to be executed/' And in tlie fame

letter it was farther implied, that through,

the exertion of the troops, the works would

probably be tolerably complete in about fix

weeks from that period : and from his liiying.

alfo in the fame letter, "I will not venture to

" take

«
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«* take any ftep that might retard the efta-

blifhing this poft. But I requeft that your

Excellency will pleafe to decide whether

«' it is moft important for your plans, that a

" detachment of a thoufand or twelve hun-

dred men (which I think I can fpare from

every other purpofe but that of labour)

' (hould be fent to you from hence, or that the

" whole of the troops here fliould continue

** to be employed in expediting the works,**)

I naturally concluded that his Lordfhip had

not only fufficicnt to complete his works by

the time he mentioned, but that he could

fpare that number from the defence of them

afterwards. His Lordfliip*s letter of the 29th

of September moreover told me, *' I have no

" doubt, if relief arrives in any reafonabic

" time, that both York and Gloucefter will

** be in pofleffion of his Majefty's troops
;"

and again, that of the 3d of Odober, *« Aly

" works are in a better Hate of defence than

V E we
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•• we had reafon to hope.** In (hort, I think

his LordQiip appears to have implied in all

his letters, (except that of the 1 7th of Sep-

tember, the day he heard from Lieutenant

Conway of the navy, that Monf. De Grafle,

hy the junction of Monlieur de Barras, had

thirty -five or thirty-fix fail of the line) that

he could hold out as long as his provifions

lafted— which was, by his Lord(hip*s own

calculation, to the end of 0£lober at leaft.

From all thefe circumftances, I had flat-

tered myfelf, that the works at York would

have been tolerably complete by the 9th of

Oflober, the day Mr. Wafhington opened

his batteries againft them ; and from the opi-

nion given me by certain officers of rank,

who had lately come from Lord Cornwallis

at York, I was under jjp apprehenfions for

his Lordfliip before the latter end of that

month ; as I could not conceive that the

enemy could polfibly bring againft him

fuch
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fuch a powerful battering tra'n as would <3c-

moljfh his defences (fuch as I had reafon to

hope they would be) in fo Ihort a fpace of

time as nine or ten days.

Although I never gave Lord Cornwallis

alTurances of the exertions of the navy before

my letter of the 24th of September, when I

did it in confequence of a council of war, com-

pofed of flag and general officers ; 1 certainly

nerer gave his Lordihip the leaft reafon to

fuppofe they would not be made ; as I always

took it for granted, before Admiral Graves's

letter to me of the 9th of September, that

oiir fleet was fuperior to that of the enemy.

Nor,, indeed, did I know before I received

Lord Cornwallis* s letter of the 1 7ih, (which

was not until the 23d of September) that the

enemy had thirty-fix fail of the line, or that

Monfieur de Barras had not already joined

Monfieur de Grafl'e before the aftion of the

5th of September. But even againft this

fuperiority, great as it v^as, the Admirals

E 2 were
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were clearly of opinion, that a joint attempt

fhould be made by us to fuccoiir the fleet and-

army in the Chefapeak. I certainly, there-

fore, never could have hinted to his Lordlhip

that their exertions would not be made.

The whole of this matter then may, I thinks

be fummed up as follows

:

. ;

Lord Cornwallis*s march into Virginia,

without confulting his Commander in Chiefj

forced us into folid operation in that province.

Being there, as his Lordfhip could not fub»

fift his army without having a place of arms

to cover his magazines, &c. &c. &c. it be-

came abfolutely neceflary to iix on fome

healthy and refpeftable ftation, that could

be made fecure againft a tempory fuperi-

ority of the enemy at fea ; and York and

Gloucefter feem to have been originally

thought of by Lord Cornwallis, and ap-

proved by me for that purpofe* But by his

Lordfhip's mifconceiving my orders, he

quitted the Neck of York, and confequenly

relin-
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rcllnquiflicd every idea of occupymg thofc

pofts foot! afterwards, the Admiral thinking

a naval ftation for large (hips ahfolutcly ne*

ceflary, and recommending Hampton Road, I

direfted Lord Cornwallis to examine and for-

tify Old Point Comfort in James River ; but

hip Lordfhip not approving of that ftation,

made choice of York and Glouccfter.

I perfedly agree with Lord Cornwallis,

that to abandon his pofts, after he had once

fixed himfelf, (although by doing fo he

might fave part of his army) would have

been difgraceful, nay, perhaps fatal to our

future profpcfts of eftabliftiment iti the Cbe-

fapeak, when fuch a meafure (hould be au-

thorifed by a covering fleet. But even that

misfortune, great as it may be reprefented,

would have been, preferable to the one which

happened; and therefore I told his Lord-

(hip, in a converfation I had with him be-

fore I fent his letter of the 20th of Oaober

to be printed at New York, I had conceived

hopes
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hopes, that between the time of the French

fleet's arriving in the Chefapeak, and his re-

ceiving information from me that Sir Samuel

Hood had joined Mr. Graves, which was not

until the 13th of September, or between that

time and the junaion of Mr. Wafhington

with the Marquis De la Fayette, when his

Lordfliip heard from Lieutenant Gonway of

the navy, that the enemy were thirty-fix fail

of the line, he would have tried to efcapc

with part of his army to the fouthward; a

ftep which certainly would have been jufti-

fiable, although in the converfation alluded

to, his Lordfliip did not feem to think it

would, unlefs I had given him aflurances that

the navy could not attempt to fuccour him ;

which affurances, however, 1 certainly could

not poffibly have given him.

If, therefore. Lord Cornwallis's letter of
the 20th of Oaober, giving an account of
the unfortunate conclufion of the campaign,
by the furrender of York town, (Appendix.

No.

f?
<
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No. VIII.) could ever have been underftood

to Imply that the pofts of York and Glou-

cefter were not his Lord(hip*s own choice,

in preference to Old Point Comfort, which

I had recommended to him ; or that I had

ever received information from his Lordftiip,

that the ground at either was unfavourable,

till the day before he had offered to capitu-

late ; or that I had ever given him any aiTu-

rances of the exertions of the navy, before

my letter to him of the 24th of September,

which he acknowledges he did not receive

till the 29th ; or that any afflirances what-

foever given by me could have prevented his

^ attacking the Marquis De la Fayette before

Mr. Walhington joined that General, which

was on the 27th of September; I am per-

fuaded it will appear that thofe implications

are not founded on any orders I gave his

Lordlhip, and cannot be fupported by any

part of our correfpondence. And as I took

an opportunity of telling his Lordfliip the

fame,

i
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fame, in a letter I fent him before he failed

from New-York, dated the 2d and loth'

of December (which letter, however,, did

not appear when this part of our corre-

fpondence was produced before the Hoiife

of Lords) I cannot doubt his Lordfhip is

convinced that what I therein aflcrted is

right.

Lord Cornwallis was pleafed to tell me

that his letter of the 20th of October was

written under great agitation of mind, and in

3 great hurry. No man could poffibly feel

for his Lordfliip, and his dreadful fituation,

more than I did. And I will venture to

fay, no man could be more anxious,or would

have gone greater lengths to fuccour him.

Nor will this, I truft, be doubted, when it is

recolleaed that the propofal firft came from

me for embarking fix thoufand men for that

purpofe on board an inferior fleet of twenty-

feven (ail of the line, including two fifties,

to thirty-fix; and thereby putting the fate

^ of

1
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of th6 American war on the joint Exertions of

the fleet and army, to relieve that noble Lord

and his gallant corps.

I have to lament tliat thefe exertions

could not have been made in time. All

the Admirals feemed of opinion at the Coun*
cil of War of the 24th September, that there

was every reafon to hope that the fleet

would be ready to fall on the 5th of Oao-
ber. The troops intended for the expedi*

tion had been for fome time in readlnefs to

embark, and did aaually do fo early in

Odober. It feemed alfo to be the general

opinion of the Admirals, that the enemy,

although fuperior in number, could not ob-

ftrua the channel to York-river, fo as to

prevent the paflage of our fleet, much lefs

both paflages of the Chefapeak. Could the

troops, which embarked under my immedi-

ate command, have been put on (hore o»

the Gloucefter fide, a jundion with the

part of Lord Cornallls's corps on that fide

F was
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was cafy : but if they had been put on fliore,

even in Jame^ River, although a junaion

with his Lordfliip in York would have

been fcarcely praaicable, it might have been

made in fome other part ; or at leaft fuch

diverfions might have been made by the

troops under my command as might have

faved part of his Lord(hip*s corps*

"^

I muft, therefore, repeat that 1 lament,

and ever (hall, that thofe exertions could

not have been made in time. Bccaufe, from

the profeffional merit of the Admirals who

were to condud us, and from the zeal

which appeared fo confpicuous when I pro-

pofcd the move to them ; and which, from

their example was communicated to all

ranks in the fleet; and with which> it is

to be prefumed, thofe of the army kept

fully equal pace; 1 have every reafon to

think we fliould have had moft complete

fuccefs.

But
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But at the fame time that truth compels

me to impute our misfortunes ultimately to

the want of a covering fleet in the Chefapeak,

I think it right to declare, that, as a land

officer. I do not feel myfelf a competent

judge of the propriety and pradicability or

naval operations. Nor can I, as a fervant of

the State, entrufted with an important, but

partial command, prefume to enter into the

counfels of Minifters; who, from a more

elevated ftation, furvey and balance the whole

fyftem of the campaign, and the general

fafety and welfare of the empire *

F 2 Upo«

* u I am, however, aware of the difficulties Admi-

nlftration muft necefllirily be expofed to, from the va-

ricty of important matters which demand its attention.

And far be it from me, my Lord, to impute the delays

I have experienced to any of the King's Minifters ;
but

I cannot avoid lamenting that they do happen, and I

tremble for the fatal confcquences which may poffibly

fometimeor other enfue.-Sir Henry Clinton's letter

to Lord George Germain, dated April 30, 1781.
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Upon the whole, I am pcrfuaded, that had

1 been left to my oun plans, and a proper

confidence had been earlier repofed in me,

the campaign of 1781 would not probably

have ended unfortunately. But though that

apparent want of confidence was at laft re-

moved, * and the fulleft approbation I could

wifh

« The uneafinefs you exprefs on a certain occafion,

jnufl nave ceafed long before this reaches you, and, I

truft, in full time to prevent your refigning the com-
mand to Earl Cornwallis. The mcflhge I fcnt you by
Lieutenant-colonel Bruce was taken in writing, to avoid

:»nymiftakes: for, as I was confcious of your having

every reafon to be fatisfied with the protefVion fhewn to

you by the King, and with the conftant dcfire of his

Minifters to give you nil poffible fupport, I could not
help regretting that there fiiould have been the leaft ap-

pearance of that want of confidence between us, which
might prejudice the public fcrvice. Your explanation

upon that fubjea is perfcdly fatisfadory ; and you may
depend upon finding every attention on my part to thofc

requihiions which you may have occafion to make. The
Tanety of fcrvlces now carrying on in different parts of

the
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tvifh given to the operations I had projeaed,

my knowledge of the change happened too

Jate to extricate me from the confequences of

Lord Cornvvallis's ill-fated march into Virgi-

nia, and the orders they had probably occafion-

cd. Forefeeing many of the evils which

would refult from this fatal move the inftant>

I heard of it, I immediately at the time com-

municated my apprehenfions to the American

Minifter. (Appendix, No. XII.) And as my
letter to him of the i8th of July, 1781, fpeaks

very fully on this and other matters, of which

Ifear the public has been hitherto equally

mifinformed, I fhall take the liberty to. con-

clude this Narrative with the follovvino- ex-

tract from it : (Appendix, No. XIII.)

tt
I can

the world muH account for the dlfappointmcnts you

fomctimes fuffer. But you may reft alTured, that every

department of Government is anxious to furnlfh you

with the moft effeftual means of carrying on the war

with honour to yourfelf, and with advantflge- to the

State.— Extract from Lord George Germain's Letter to

Sir Henry Clinton, dated July 7th, 1781.
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«< I can fay little more to your Lord-

fhlp's fangiiine hopes of the fpcedy reduc

tion of the fouthern provinces, than to la-

ment that the prefent ftate of the war there

does not altogether promlfe fo flattering an

event. Many untoward incidents, of which

your Lordiliip was not apprifed, have thrown

us too flir back to be able to recover very

foon, even what we have lately loft there

For if (as 1 l^a^e often before fuggefted) the

good-will of the inhabitants is abfolutely

requifite to retain a country, after we have

conquered it ; I fear it will be fome time be-

fore we can recover the confidence of thofe

in Carolina, as their paft fufferings will of

courfe make them cautious of publicly for-

warding the King's interefts before there is

the ilrongeft certainty of his army being in

a condition to fupport them. I (hall, there-

fore, moft cordially join with your Lord-

Ihip, in condemning the bad policy of taking

pofleffion of places at one time, and aban-

doning

iji
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doning them at another ; and m the opinion

that the war (hould be conduced upon a

permanent and fettled plan of conqueft, by

fccuring and prefecving what has been re-

covered. But if thefe maxims have been,

on any occafion, deviated from, in the juft

progrefs of the war ; I muft, in juftice to

myfelf declare, that it has never been war-

ranted by my orders, except, only in the

cafe of Rhode^fland. This, I doubt not,

will appear from the inftruaions 1 gave to

General LeHie, and the other Geneial Offi-

cers, whom I fent on expeditions to the

Chefapeak. For if Lord Cornwallis made

a dclultory move into No»th Carolina, and,

without a force fufficient to protea, or pro-

vifions to fupport them, invited by procla-

mation, the Loyalifts to join him, and after-

wards found it neceflary to quit the friendly

diftrias of that province, before he could

have time to give them a fair trial, I am

perfuaded your Lordlhi^ will acknowledge

4
^^
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he did not a£t under my inftru^ions :—

-

nor were his Lord(hip*s retreat to Wilming^

ton, and fubfeqiient move from thence to

Virginia, in confequence of my orders; on

the Contrary, as I forefaw a)l the unhappy

confequences of them, I (hould certainly

have endeavoured to have ftopt him, could

I have known his intentions in proper time.

But though his Lordlhip's movements,-

(which it muft be confefl'ed have been as

rapid as your Ldrdfhip expeaed) have not to

my lincere concern been fuccefsfully decifive;

1 am convinced he is, as I hope we all are,

imprefled with the abfolute neceflity of vi-

gorous exertions in the fervice of his country

at the prefent crifis. If mine, however,

have not been equal to my inclinations, I

have little doubt they will be found to be at

lea ft equal to my powers.

** I (hall now, my Lord beg leave to con-

clude with the ftrongeft aflurances, that no
man can be more fervently defjrous than I

am
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am to fee an honourable end put to this

moft burthenfome war ; and if I remain in

the command, that no endeavours of mine

ihall be wanting to* execute, in the fuUeft

manner, the King's pleafure and commands.

Of the 10,000 men I folicited, only 4000

were even promifed ; and no portion of

thefe, except a few recruits, has yet joined

this part of the army. Your Lordfhip's

•laft letters, however, give me hopes, that

three Britifli battalions and two thoufand

fix hundred German troops may be immedi-

ately expeded. If all thefe arrive, I (hall

then be able, at a proper feafon, to reinforce

the Chefapeak corps very confiderably ; and

if a reinforcement does not likewife come

to the French armament already here, fuch

operations may be carried on as may perhaps

produce fome advantages in the courfe of

the Winter. But if our reinforcement does

not arrive, and the French fhould receive

theirs, I think we fhall have every thing to

apprehend.
G Before
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Before I clofe, however, I beg leave to fay

a word or two in explanation of two obfer-

vations, in the CommifTioners of Accounts

Seventh Report ; in order to obviate any im-

plied cenfure, they may be fuppofed to point

againfl me as Commander in Chief of the

army in North America. .

The Commiflioners are pleafed to fay, "It

appears that the number of the forces de-

creafed every year, from 1778, but the

** ifllie for the extraordinary fervices of that

'* army greatly encreafed, during the fame

•'period.'*

, And again, " In the account of the iffues

** to the officers in the four departments, we

" find that the warrants iflued to the Quar-

" ter-mafler's-general, fincc the 1 6th July,

"
1 780, and to the Barra.ck-mafter's-genf^ral

*' fmce the • 29th June, 1780, and to the

*' Commiflaries-general, fince the 25th of

** May, 1778, have been all temporary, for

" fums on account ; and that no final war-

** rant
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" rant has been granted fince thofe fevcral

** periods. So that thefe fums have been

" iflued, without even the ceremony of a

** quarterly abftra^, and the confidential re-

" liance on the officer, that his' vouchers are

" forth-coming.'*

I arrived in London many days before the

Commiflioners of Accounts delivered in their

Seventh Report to the Houfe of Commons.

Had thofe Gentlemen called upon me, as

they did on Sir William Howe, and Lord

Cornwallis ; had they examined certain offi«

cers of the different departments, who arrived

in England at the time I did, and who an-

nounced themfelves to them ; and had they

read all the Reports of the different Boards

of General Officers and Magiflrates, that

had been appointed by me at New York, to

enquire into the expenditure of public mo-

ney, (all which Reports had been fent to the

Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury many

months before) I am perfuaded that their

Gz Report

^^1

K M^^
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Report would not have appeared on tha

table of the Houfe of Commons in the Ihapc

it has done. For when they were informed

(as they would have been by the means juft

flated) that all the rum purchafed for the

fupply of the army during the whole period

of my command, was paid for in America

by my warrants, whereas before then it ufed

to be paid for in England; that confiderable

fums of money were paid on my warrants

for expences incurred during the command

ofmy predeceflbr, which could not be brought

to account fooner; that provifions to a very

confiderable amount were purchafed in Ame-

rica, and paid for in Ametica on my war-

rants, for the fupply of the army, which

might otherwife have been expofed to the

greateft diftrefs ; all which together amoun-

ted to nearly 1,500,0001. and that the in-

creafe of ports, during my command, at

Savannah, Charles-Town, Cape Fear, Portf-

mouth, Penobfcot, &c. requiring each their

1 re-
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rcfpe£live eftablilhment, added of courfc to

the extraordinaries of my army ; and that,

befides thefe, and many others which I

could enumerate, the peculiar circumftances

of my command expofed me to many ex-

pence s unknown to my predeceflbr ; it is

prefumed, thofe Gentlemen would have ad-

mitted, that the increafe of the iflues for

the extraordinary fervices of the army un-

der my command, was accounted for.

This matter, however, went, by my de-

fire, through a very full and formal invefti-

gation, in Auguft 1781, before a Board of

General Officers and Magiftrates (of which

Lieutenant-general Robertfon was Preiident)

under the title of a Comparative View of

Expenccs incurred, from the 3 1 ft December,

1775, to the i6thof May, 1778 (the time

of Sir William Howe's command and of

what was paid by me, between the 26th of

May 1778, and the 31ft of December 1780.

Which produced the following Report from

that Board.
" The
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** The great national expence in th«

firft period of Sir William Howe's com-

mand, arofe from the whole navy, and

a very numerous fleet of tranfports, be-

ing employed in attending the move-

ments of the army; no part of which

appears in Sir William Howe's warrants.

" The expence of the Quarter-mafter-

general, Barrack-mafler-general, and En-

gineer departments, were ncceflarily fmall,

while the troops were on board fliips, or

had their fupplies from tranfports.

** During part of the firft period, the

great article of expence, ru/n, was pro-

vided for by a contra<5l made in Eng-

land, and paid for there. Whereas, du-

ring the fecond period, the rum was pur-

chafed by the Commiffary-general, and

paid for by the Commander in Chief's

warrants. A very large quantity of pro-

vifions pu^ehafed alfo, during the latter

period, fwells the amount of the warrants.

" But

i<
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•* But what deftroys a poflibility ofdraw-
** ing any juft conclufioii from a comparifon

" of the amount of the warrants in thcfe

•* two periods, arifes from this; that a great

" part of the expence incurred by Sir Wil-
** Ham Howe, was paid by warrants granted

" by Sir Henry Chnton."

This Report having been regularly tranf-

mitted to the Treafury, I muft fuppofe it

was laid before the Commiflioners of Ac-

counts. Had it bedn read by thofe Gentle-

men, it is prefumable it would have, at leaft,

accompanied theirs.

With regard to the fecond obfervation

alluded to, refpe<^mg my not graining final

warrants to certain departments from certain

periods ; ifthe Commiflioners had read all the

above papers, I think it would have occurred

to them ; that as a Commlflary of Accounts

had been commiflioned, and was aftually

employed in auditing the accounts of the

different departments, I could not, with

)ro-
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propilety, grant iinal warrants to any of

the departments upon their quarterly ab-

ftraas (as had been before praaifed) un-

til their accounts had been flrft audited and

certified by the Commlflary.

As to the mode of fupply which I found
,

cftabliftied, when I fucceeded to the com-

mand of the army in North America, and

which 1 underftood had been approved by

Government, I certainly could not, in pru-

dence, have made any alterations or reduc-

tion in it, as long as I had ofFenfive opera-

tion in view. The inftant, however, that

I received orders to place the army upon a

ftria defenfive, 1 prOpofed luch a reduftlon

as could take place. And when I obtained

his Majefty's permlffion to refign the com-

mand, I recommended it to General Ro-

bertfon, who vvas appointed to fucceed me.

- H. CLINTON.'^

APPENDIX.
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Extras of a Letter from Lord George Ger*

^m/iin to Sir Henry Ciinton, dated May
2, 178 I.

V>ONCEiyiNG therefore fo hiohly as

I do of the importance of the Southern pro-

vinces, and of tb<; vafl ad-vantapes which mufl

attend the profecution of the war upon the-

prefent plau of extending our conquefts fronr

fouth to north ; it was a great mortlfteatioii'

to me to find, by your inftru^ro^lifto Major-

General PhilUps, that it appeared to be your

intention that only afart of the troops he car-

ried with him fhould remain in the Chefa-

H peak;
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peak ; and that he and General Arnold

ihoiild return to New-York, leaving only 1

fufficient force to fervre for garrifons in ths

pofts they might eftablifti m Virginia. Youk'

ideas, therefore, of the importance of reco-

vering that province appearing to be fo dif-

ferent from mine, I thought it proper to alk

the advice of his Majefty's other fervants

upon the fubjea; and their opinions concur-

ring entirely with mine, it has been fubmit-

ted to the King ; and I am commanded by

his Majefty to acquaint you that the reco-

very of the Southern Provinces and the pro-

fbcution of the war, by pufliing our conquefts

from fouth to north, is to be confidered as

the chief and principal objea for the employ-

ment of all the forces under your command,

which can be fpared from the defence of the

places in his Majefty's pofleffion, until it is.

accomplilhcd, &c.

" The three regiments from Ireland, and

tlie Britilh recruits that went with them, are^

I truft,
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I truft, well on their way by this time to

Charles-Town ; and as Sir George Rodney

will bring you three more regiments from

the J..eeward Iflands before the hurricane

months, the augmentation of your force

muft, I (hould think, be equal to the utmoft

of your wifhes.

NUMBER II.

Extradi of a Letter from Lord George Ger-

main to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated June 6,

'* I SHALL therefore only obferve in ad-

dition to all I have hitherto written upon the

fubjed, that I am well pleafed to find Lord

Cornwallis's opinion entirely coincides with

mine of the great importance of pufhing the

war on the fide of Virginia with all the

force that can be fpared, until that province

is reduced."

Ha NUMBER

n
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NUMBER in.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-Mmral Sir

S, Hood to Sir H. Clinton, dated off Caps

Henry, Jugujl 2$, 1781.

"SIR.
<« HEREWITH you will receive a dupli-

cate of the letter I had the honour to write

you by Lieut. Delanoe of tlie Aaive brig, in

cafe any misfortune (hould have befallen her

in returning to New -York. 1 am now

fleering for Cape Henry, in order to examine

the Chefapeak. From thence I (hall proceed

to the Capes of the Delaware ; and not feeing,

or hearing any thing of De Gaafle, or any

detachment of fliips he miglu have fent upon

this coaft, Ihall then make the beft of my

way off Sandy Hook. This I have commu-

nicated to Rear^Admiral Graves, in order

that he may determine my anchoring or not,

as the King's fervice may require.

• "I have

"^(iw . -""^jRJfeiuj
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•* I have the honour to fend you my line

of battle, by which you will fee the number

and force of his Majefty*s fquadron under my

command; and, I truft, you will think it

equal, fully to defeat any defrgns of the ene-

my, let De Grafle bring or fend what (hips

he may, in aid to thofe under De Barras.

** I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) " SAM. HOOD."

N U M B E R IV.

Copy of a Letter from General Wafilngton to

Count Be Grajc, coated IVilliamJhurgy Sep-

tember 26, 1781.

" I AM unable to defcrlbe to your Excel*

lency the painful anxiety under which I have

laboured fince the reception of the letter you

did me the honour to write me of the 23d in-

fant. The motions of the naval force under

yuur command, which your Excellency fays

may poiTibly happen, fince the information

communicated

1

,..—»'j
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communicated to you by the Baron de

dozen, obliges me to point out the confe-

quences that may follow; and warmly to

urge a perfeverance in the plan agreed upon

between us. Permit me, in the firft place, td

repeat to your Excellency, that the attempt

upon York, under the protedion pf your

(hipping, is as certain of fuccefs as a fuperior

force and a fuperiority of meafures can render

any military operation ; that the duration of

the fiege may be exadly afcertained ; and that

the capture of the Britifli army is a matter fo

important in itfelf, and in its confequcnces,

that it muft greatly tend to bring an end to the

war, and put our allied arms in certain poflef-

(ion of the moft ineftimable advantages.

** Ifyour Excellency quits the Bay, an ac-

cefs is open to relieve York, of which the

enemy will inftantly avail themfelves. The

confequences of this will be not only the dif-

grace of abandoning a defign on which are

founded the faireft hopes of the allied forces^

1 . after
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after a prodigious expence, fatigue, and exer-

tions ; but the probable diibanding of the

whole army ; for the prefent feat of war be-

ing fuch as abfolutely precludes the ufe of

waggons, from the great number of large

rivers which interfed: the country ; there will

be a total want of provifions, unlefs this in--

convenience is remedied by water carriage^

This province has been fo exhaufted by the

ravages of the enemy, and by the fupport

already given to our forces, thjat fubliftence

muft be drawn from a diftance ; and that caa

be done only by a fleet fuperior in the Bay.

"I earneflly beg your Excellency would

confider, that if, by moving your fleet from

the fituation agreed on, we lofe the prelent

opportunity, we fhall never hereafter have it

in our power to ftrike (o decilive a ftroke,

that the Britilh will labour without intcrmif-

fion to fortify a place {o ufeful to their (hip-,

pirg ; and that then the period of an honour-

able peace will be farther diAant tijari ever,

i
' " Th«
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*« The confidence I have in your Excellen-

cy's manly Tpirit and naval talents leaves me

no doubt that the confideration of the confe-

quences that muft follow your departure fronti

the Bay will determine you to ufe all poffible

means for the good of the common caufe.

From the aflurancesofthe moft expert Tailors,

I am perfuaded that your Excellency may

take fuch a pofition in the Bay as to leave no-

thing to be 'apprehended from an attempt of

the Englifh fleet ; that this pofition will at the

fame time facilitate the operations ofthe fiege,

fecure the tranfportation of our provifions by

water, and accellerate our approaches by land-

ing our heavy artillery and warlike neceffaries

in York River almoft clofe to our trenches.

" The force faid to have arrived under Ad-

miral Digby, as the news comes from the Bri-

ti(h themfelves, may not only be exaggera-

ted, but perhaps abloiutely falfe ; but fuppo-

fing it to be true, their whole force united can-

not be fuch as to give them any hopes of fuc-

cefa

1
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ctfs In the attacking your fleet. If the pofi-

tlon for your fhlps to lie at an anchor, which
we agreed upon, has liiice appeared impraai-

cahlc, there is ftlll another meafure may be

adopted ; which, though much inferior as

to the feciirlty and facility it will give to our

land operations, may llill be of advantage to

our affairs. The meafure, I mean, is to cruife

off the Bay, fo as to keep the Capes always in

fight, and to prevent any Englifh veffels get-

ting in.

" Whatever plan you may adopt, I am to

prefs your Excellency to perfevere in the

fcheme fo happily concerted between us ; but

If you fhouldfind infiirmountable obftacles in

the way ; let me ultimately beg of you not

to relinquifh the laft mentioned alternative of

preventing all veffels from the enemy enter! n"-

the Bay of Chefapeak.

•' The Britlfli Admiral mqy manoeuvre

his fleet, and endeavour to draw you from the

main ohjecl we have in view; but I can

* never
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never believe, that he will fenouny wiffi to

bring on a general adion with a fleet, whofe

force, I will anfwcr for it, is fuperior to the

moft exaggerated accounts we have of theirs.

Pafled experience has taught them not to

hazard themfelves with equal numbers ; and

has drawn from them, though unwillingly,

the nicft refpedful opinions of their enemy.

*• Permit me to add that the abfence of

your fleet from the Bay may fruftrate our de-

fign upon the garrifon at York. For in the

prefent fituation of matters, Lord Cornwallis

might evacuate tlie place with the lofs of his

artillery, baggage, and a few men, facrifices

;

which would be highly juftifiable from the

defire of faving the body of the army.

" The Marquis de la Fayette, who does

me the honour to carry this letter to your

Excellency, will explain to you better than

any other perfon, or than I can do by letter^

many particulars of our prefent pofition. Your

Excellency is acquainted with his candour and

talentSy

%
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talents, which entitles him to your confidence.

I have ordered him not to pafs the Cape for

fear of accident, in cafe you fliould be at

fea. If this be fo, he will inclofe this difparch

in a letter from himfelf,

** I have the honour, &c.

« G. WASHINGTON/*

N U M B E R V.

Extras from Lord George Germalris Let'

ter to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated October 12,/

1781.

" IT is a great fatisfidlon to me to find

your ideas of the importance of fecuring a na-

val ftatlon in the Ghefapeak capable of giving

proteflion to the King's (hips, appointed to

intercept the navigation of that Bay, fo en-

tirely coincided with my own ; and that the

plan you had concerted for conducing the

military operations in that quarter correfponds

I 3 with
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wUh what I had luggellcd in my firmer

letters to you on that iubjet^, I truft, there-

fore, that lxjrd,C()rn\villis will rerain the

whole of tbf troops you fo very properly

fpared for the fcrvice in the Chelaptak ; «^r if

he has fent yon any part, that you will re-

turn them to him. And as foon iis ihe heats

are abated, tranfport a ftrong detachment to

Baltimore. &c,

•' The prov ifion you made for the fouthern

fervice was certainly moft ample. And I have

always tonfidered and fpokc of it as a circnm-

ftance highly to your honour ; and as an evi-

dentc of your being actuated by the pureft

zeal for the public fervice. And though I la-

ment exceedingly that from a concurrence of

imtoward events, the fuccefs was not equal to

the fanguine expedations 1 had enttrtamed,

1 never imputed any part of the difappoint-

ment to a deficiency in your fupplles,"

N-UM'

I
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Extralf from Sir Henry Clinton''s Letter to

Rear Admiral Graves, dated Augujl i6,

1781.

*' 1 CANNOT fiy I credit the reports of

the French heing upon the coaft. Should

they prove falfe, and there was little probabi-

lity of t' eir coming for a week or ten days, I

think thofe could not be better employed than

in a vific to Rhode-Ifland. The recruits I

have lately received enable me to make this

offer, whenever you think it prudent to at-

tempt it. If you determine, 1 requeft that

Captain Duncan may direct the water-move-

ments of the army.'*

JLxtra^from Sir Henry Clinton''s Letter to

Rear-Admiral Graves, dated Augujl 18,

1781.

«' WHENEVER, Sir, you think the fleet

under your command is in number and flate

2 equal

•I
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equal to the undertaking, and you will give

me twenty- four hours notice, every thing

fliall be immediately embarked ; and I fliall

with pleafure accompany you myfelf on it."

NUMBER VII.

^xtradisfrom Rear-Admiral Graves's Letters

. to Sir H. Clinton, dated 1 8 and 2 1 Auguji,

1781.

** IN anfwer to your propofition, I can

only afllire you by letter, what I had the ho-

nour to declare in perfon, that I am ready to

concur with your Excellency in any enter-

prize where you found a probability of fuc-

ccfs ; and that I would rifk the fquadron

whenc\er you thought it advifeable to rilk

the army.

*' The Robufte is fo leaky, I am forced to

fend h'.r to the yard for reparation ; and I

fufpcd that her guns and heavy furniture

mull be taken out to enable the fliipwrights to

examine
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examine as much of her bottom as poffible.

Whilft thatis doing, the Prudent will change

one of her mails, if not two. By this ftatc -

you will fee our naval capacity.

Aug. 21, 1 78 1. How focn the Robufte

will be ready is yet impoffible to form a judge-

ment upon, as we cannot yet learn the extent

of her defers. The Prudent will, I am con-

fident, be ready in much lefs time ; and fo will

all the other fliips I have not a doubt.

" Your Excellency may reft afllired that

timely notice fli.iU be given, and as early as

pofliblc to determine upon the day the fqua-

dron will be fit to act ; for I would not vvi(h ,

that a fingle day Ihould be loft."

NUMBER VIII.

Estradl from Lord Cornwallis's Letter to Sir

H. Clinton, Tork Town, Virginia, 20 Oc-

tober, I -8 1.

" I HAVE the mortification to inform

your Excellency, that I have been forced to

give

/
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give up the pofts of York nnd Gloucefter, and

to furrendcr the troops under my command,

by capitulation, on the 19th inftant, .is pri-

fonersof war to the combined forces of Ame-

rica and P'rance.

*' I never faw this poft in a favourable

light. But, when I found I was to be at-

tacked in it, in fo unprepared a ftate, by fo

powerful an army and artillery, nothing but

the hopes of relief would have induced me to

attempt its defence. For I would either

have endeavoured to efcape to New York, by
rapid marches from the Gloucefter fide, im-

mediately on the arrival of General Wafhing-

ton's troops at Williamlhiirg
; or I would,

notwithftanding the difparity of numbers,

have attacked them in the open field, where

it might have been jull poflible that Fortune

would ha\'e favoured the gallantry of the hand-

ful of troops under my command. But, being

afliircd by your Excellency's letters that every

poffible means v/ould be tried, by the navy

and

i^ ti
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ftnd army, to relieve us, I could not think

myfelf at liberty to venture on either of thofe

defperate attempts. Therefore, after remahi-

ing two days in a ftrong pofition, in front

of this place, in hopes of being attacked,

upon obferving that the enemy were taking

meafures which could not fail of turning my

left flank in a fhort time ; and receiving, the

fecond evening, your letter of the 24th Sep-

tember, informing me, that the relief would,

fail about the 5th of Oaober, I withdrew

within the works on the night of the 29th

of September, hoping, by the labour and firm-

nefs of the troops, to protract the defence un-

til you could arrive. Every thing was to be

expelled from the iirmnefs of the troops.

But every diladvantage attended their labour ;

as the works were to be continued under the

enemy's fire ; and our rtock of entrenching-

tools, which did not much exceed four hun-

dred when we began to work, in the latter

end of Auguft, was now much dlmlninied.

K "A
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** A fuccefsful defence, however, in oux

litii.\tion, was perhaps impollible ; for the

place could only be reckoned an mtrenched

camp, fubjea in mofl places to enfilade;

and the ground in general fo dillidvantageous,

that nothing but the necefiity of fortifying it

as a pofh to protect tlie navy could have in-

duced any perfon to erect works upon it.'*

Copy cf aLellerfrom Sir Henry Clinton to Ear)

Cornzvallis, JaieJ November o^o, 1781.

[This letter was not produced in the Iloufe of Lords.]

" My I.ord,

*< AFTER the conVerfation I had with

your Lordfhip beh)re I fent your letter to bo

publifhed, in which we feemed fo perfectly

to agree, I muft beg your Lordfhip's pardon

for again troubling you on the»fubjcft. But

being informed, perhaps officioufly, that

fome people here fuppofe there arc paflages in

that

y t

I

rfct%»v*v. •Hr«Si»*'
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that letter which convey an idea that you had

been compelled by my orders to take the pcfl

of York, (though it was not your own prefe-

rence ;) that you had reprefcnted the defeds

of the ground ; and were detained there con-

trary to your own iudgment ; and likewifc

that I had promifcd the exertions of the navy

before my letter of tlie 24th of September : I

am.perfuadedyour Lordlhip will readily ex-

cufe my requeuing a more formal avowal of

your fentiments, left I fliould have then

miftakcn them. Becaufe, if that fhould un-

fortunately be the cafe, I may perhaps be un-

der the neceffity of taking meafures to obviate

your letter being viewed in the fame light ia

England.

" I have the honour, &c.

^^ '

«« II. CLINTON.i»

/i

K 2 N U M-
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N U M B E R IX.

Cof^y ofEarl Cornwall's's Letter to Sir Henry

'ciinton, dated New Tork, 2J December^

1781.

[This Letter was read in the Houfe of Lords.]

"SIR,

*' YESTERDAY afternoon I was ho-

noured with your Excellency*s letter of the

30th of November.

"
I do not recollea: that any converfatloii

pafTed between us the other day, before the

pubUcatlon of my letter, relative to my rea-

fons for taking poflcffion of the pofts of York

and Glouceflcr. But, hi my anfwers to your

dhpatches, dated the Sth and nth of July,

du-eahig me fo pofit'ively to poflefs a harbour

in theChefapcak i^r Ihie of battle (liips, your

Excellency will fee, that, after finding that

works on ]\)lnt Comfort could not proted a

. naval
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naval force hi Hampton Road, I thought that

I aaed hi ftrid obedience to your orders by

taking poffeffion of thofe pofts. I thought it

luincceflary to enter into a minute detail ofthe

difadvantages of the ground, either on my

firfl examination of it in the month of June,

or on my return to it in Augufl ; becaufe, on

the firft occafion, as I have already had the

honour of explaining to your Excellency, I

did not, after feeing it, entertain for a moment

an idea ofoccupying it, not thinking myfelf at

liberty, by the inftrua-ions under which I then

afted, to detain the greater part ofthe force ill

Virginia for the purpofe of fecuring a harbour

for (hips of the line ; and, on my return to it

in Auguft, I thought it then became my duty

to make the bcfl of it I could, having no

other harbour to propofe in its plaqe.

*' In regard to the promifeof the exertions

of the navy previous to your letter of the 24th

of September, I can only repeat what I had

the

I

lit
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the honour of faying to your Excellency in

the Converfation to which you allude ; that,

without any particular engagement for the

navy before that date, all your letters held out

uniformly hopes of relief; and that I had no

reafon, from any of them, to luppofe that you

had loft fight of the poflibility of effeding it.

And that, under thofe hopes, after ferious re-

fleclion, I did not think that it would have

been juftifiable in me to abandon thofe pofts,

with our numerous (ick, artillery, ftores, and

fliipping ; or to rilk an adlion, which, in all

probability, would, in its confequences, have

precipitated the lols of them.

*' My letter from York, dated the 20th of

OcVober, was wrlt{;en .under great agitation

ofmind and in great hurry, being Cv^nftantly

interrupted by numbers of people coming up-

on bufmefs or ceremony. But my intention

in writing that letter was to explain the motives

that influenced my own conduct, and to nar-

rate

11
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rate the Incidents that preceded the extremity

that forced us to furrender.

** I have the honour, &c.

" CORNWALLIS/*

NUMBER IX.

Copy ofahettcrfrom Sir Henry Clinton to Earl

Cornwallis, datedNew Tork, 2d and loth

ofDecember, 1781.

[This Letter was not read in the Houfe of Lords.3

" My Lord,

" AS your Lordfhip is pleafed, in your

letter of this day, to revert to the circuna-

fiance of your quitting Williamlburg Neck,

and repairing the James River, fo contrary to

the intentions I wifhed to exprefs in my let-

ters of the nth and 15th of June, and thofe

referred to hy them, and which I thought

they would have clearly explained. Your

Lordfhip will, I hope, forgive mc, if I once

more repeat that I am of opinion, if thofe

letters

'1

"''I

^11

:SK»Si^



M
^i APPEND I 3t.

letters bnd been properly underflood by

yonr Lcidihip, you would at leaft have

hefitated before you adopted that meafure.

For I humbly prefume it will appear, upon

a re-perufal of them, that it was my de-

fire to recommend to your Lor.%lp the

taking a healthy defenfive llation, either at

Williamfburg or York; and, after keeping

what troops you might want for the ample

defence of fuch a port, and dcfultory move-

ments by water, to fend me fuch a proportion

of the corps (mentioned in a lift) as you could

fpare, taking them in the fucccflion they arc

there placed. Your Lordfliip, on the con-

trary, underflood thefe as conveying a pofitivc

order to fend me three thoufand men, (by

which you % your force would have been

reduced to about two thoufand four hundred

rank and file fjt for duty ; having, it is

prefumed, above i50ofick;) and was pleafed

. to tell me, in your anfwer, that you could not,

^qonfiftent with my plans, make fafc defenfive

pofls
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pofts at York and Gloucefter, (both of which

would be neceflary for the proteaion of ftiip-

ping ;) and that you (hould immediately re-

pafs James River, and take meafures for

complying with my requifition.

*» I own, my Lord, that my opinion of the

obvious meaning of the letters referred to,

continues ftiU the fame ; and I am exceeding-

ly forry to find, by the letter you have now

honoured mc with, that it differs fo widely

from your Lordfliip's. It is plain, however,

we cannot both be in the right.

" My letter of the i ith ofJuly diredsyout

Lordfliip to fortify Old Point Comfort, in

the mouth of James River, with the inten-

tion of fecuring Hampton Road, which the

Admiral recommended as the beft naval fta-

tion, and requefted 1 would occupy. But your

Lordlhip's letter of the 27th of July informs

me, you had examined Old Point Comfort,

with the officers of the navy, and the cngi-

neeri, and that you were aU of opinion, a poft
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there would not anfwer the purpofe ; and

that you ftould, therefore, in compliance

with thtjprrit of my orders, feize York and

Gloucefter, being the only harbour in which

you could hope to be able to give effediual

proteSiton to line of battk fliips. Suppofing^

therefore, of courfe, that your Lordfliip ap-

proved, in every relpeft, of York and Glou-

cefter, from the preference you had thu^

given them to the poft I had recommended,

I did not oppofe the choice you had made ;

having never received the leaft hint from

your Lordfhip that the ground of York was

unfavourable, or liable to be enfiladed till

after you had capitulated.

•' With refpe£t to your Lordihip's having

been influenced in your condud, by the hopes

of relief, (which you fay was uniformly held

out to your in all my letters) your Lordfliip

cannot be infenfibk, that the poffibility of

efFefting it muft have entirely depended upon

the exertioos of the navy ; which^ as J was

fl»t

"-"KPIIB'
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not authorifed to promifc before the 24th of

September, I am perluaded your Lordihlp

will readily acknowledge, that if your letter

of the aoth Odober implies 1 had done fo be-»

fore that period, the implication cannot 1^

iupported by any thing I wrote previous to

my letter of that date, which you received

on the 29th.

** As, therefore, my letters of the 2d and

<ith of September, which promife only my

own exertions, did not reach your Lordlhip

before the 13th and 14th of that month, and

you did not before then know of Sir Samuel

Hood*s arrival, or of Mr. Graves's having

more than feven fail of the line to combat

Monfieur De Grafle*s force, which on the

29th of Auguft you had heard confifted of at

leaft twenty-five fail of the line ; your Lord-

>fliip confequently could have no hopes of re-

lief before that time. And with refpedt to

your cfcape to New-York, immediately on

the arrival of General Wafliington's troops at

L 2 Williamfburg,
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Williamfburg, which your letter of the 20th

of Odober iniplles you were prevented from

undertaking, by the receipt of mine of the

34th of September ; I muft beg leave to ob-

ferve, that if it had been ever practicable after

the time your Lx)rdlbip mentions (which I- •

am free to own I do not think it was) it

muft have been between that period and the

time of the enemy's force appearing before

your lines. It may, therefore, be prefumed,

you could not have been prevented by any

thing I faid in that letter, iis you did not re-

ceive it until after the latter event took place.

But I readily admit, my Lord, that none of

my letters could give you the leaft realon to

fuppofe that an attempt would not be made

to fuccour you,

*' Your Lordfhip will, I am perfuaded, alfo

forgive me, if I again take notice of the too

pofitive manner in which you are pleafed to

fpeak of the opinion I gave you about the

failing of the fleet ; as my words were, "there

is

«
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Is every reafbn to hope vve fhall dart from

hence about the 5th of Oclober." And in

my letter of the next day, for fear that

ihoiild appear too pofitive, 1 fay, " It is fup-

•* pofed the necefliiry repairs of the fleet will

" detain us here to the 5th of next month

;

•* and your Lordfhip muft be fenfible that

<' unforefeen accidents may lengthen it out

** a day or two longer."

With regard to entrenching tools, the want

of which yonr Lordfliip fo much complains

of, I can only fiy, that by the returns made

to me by the Adjutant-general, it appears

that two thoufand five hundred had been fent

to the Chefapeak by the Engineer, fuice Ge-

Oieral Arnold's expedition,- inclufive; and that

the firfl moment a requifition was made for

more, (which was not before the 2^d ofAu-

guft) I ordered an additional fupply to be

fent, whicii were prevented from going by

the arrival of the French fleet. I own, how-

ever, that I was not at that time very uneafy

ii
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on this Tcore, as I fuppofed it pofliblc for your

Lorddiip to hav2 eoUeaed a fufficiency from

the neighbouring plantations any tipie before

the invefllture w^s begun. i

«' pecember lo. 1 had wrote thus far,

my Lord, immediatelyafter the receiptofyour

Lordfliips letter of the 2d inftant. But con-

fidering that it was polfible you might not

have adverted to the implications which.youp

letter of the 20th of Odober may be thought

to bear, from th-^ great agitation of piind and

hurry in which you tell me it was written, I

was unwilling to give you at that time more

trouble on the fubjedl:;— in the honeil hope

that your Lordlhip's candour will induce you

moft formally to difavow your having anv

iuch intentions by writing that letter, in cafe

you fini,!, on your arrival in England, that

the paflages of it (whicli I have taken notice

of) arc underflood a>> I fufpea they may be.

And I therefore intended to have fent this

letter to a fiicnd,- to be delivered to you in

' ' 2 London,
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London
;
but upon confidering your letter of

the 2d inftant, (which I have had more Icifum
to do fince my public difpatehes were clofed)
I am of opinion, that it is properer your Lord-
ihip fhould receive my anfwcr to it here.

** I have the honour, &c.

(Signed) .. H. CLINTON.
" P- S. Having forgot to fpeak to the part

of your Lordfhip's letter of the 2d inftant.

where you fay, * I do not recoiled that any
• converfation pafled between us theotherday,
• before the publication of my letter, relative

• to my reafons for taking pofleHIon of the
• pofts of York and GIouccllcr,» I beg leave
to do it here.

" It is true, my Lprd, no Gonverfatiou
paired from your LordHiip on that fubjed.
But when, in the converfation alluded to, I
mentioned tbat I had direded you to examine
Old Point Comfort, and fortify it, but that,

^ilapproviiia of that poft, yguliad iViztd York]

and

l»
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and that therefore York was your Lorfihip's

;fere.rce,asyouwerepleafeanotton,aUe

L any anfwer, I took it for granted you,

agreed with me.
^^ ^ CLINTON/*

• « L'leutenant-general

«' Earl CornwalUs."

NUMBER IX.

E.v...« »/ « Leuerfro. Sir H.nry Clinm io

Lord Georse Germain, dated DeunAer 3,

t4s'l.c..cr«snotre»din.heHoufecfUrds.l

» YOUR Lordihipu ill have received

i„n.yd;rpatch.No..46,thecopiesofl.rd

CornwalUs'slettertomeofthcaothofO

tober, his capitulation for the pofts of York

andGloucefter, and the other papers v,hrch

accompanlcdlt. But your Lo,a<hipw,ll per.

cclve, that I decUned making any remarks up-

onhhlettcruntUUaw his Lordmip; know-

•

-.ng that my whole correfpoudencewrthh.m

Jng in your LordflV.p's
pofleffion, ev.y

thingwhichwanted explanation coulareaddy
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Oiip; know-
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irion, every

could readily

be

be cleared up. His Lordniip having arrived

here on the ipth ult'.aio, 1 have had feveral

converfations with him ; and I have now the

horour to inelofe for- your Lordlhip'o infor-

mation, the copy of a letter I wrote to liim on

the fubje6^, with his Lordfliip's anfwer.

"I perceive by Lord CornwaHis*s krer of

the 20th of October, .!iat his opinion- of the

poft of York is very unfavourable; and he

(in ce tells me, that' he does not think the

enemy will be able to mdkea ftrong one of it.

Had hIsLordihip, howcveiS not been To very

decided In his fcntiments of the poft, all the

accounts I had ever before receive 1 of the fi'tu-

ation and, dtfenfibility of the ground would,

I c'onfefs, have inclined me to have thought

well of it.""

M N U M-
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N U M B E R IX.

Cofy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to

Lord George Germain, dated December 6,

1781.

[This Letter was not read in the Houfe of Lordi.]

«* My Lord,

" I have fo often had the honour of delive-

ring the fame fentiments to your Lordftiip,

that I muft beg your pardon for again troubling

you with the repetition, that I have ever been

of opinion that operation (hould not be under-

taken in the Chefapeak, without having a

naval fuperiority in thefe feas: and to the

want of it, and perhaps to that alone, are wc

to impute our late misfortune in that quar-

ter. Therefore, when I did myfelf the honour

of fending you a copy of Lord Cornwallis's

letter to me ofthe 20th of Odober, I did not

think it neccflary to trouble your Lordfhip

with any remarks upon fome paffages of it,

which might fc-em to imply, that his Lord-

I fhip

,1
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Ihip had been forced into a bad poft by my
orders, notwithftanding he bad reprefented Us

defefts, and had been induced to remain there

contrary to his judgment, by the pofitive afib-

rances I had given him of relief; efpecially as

your Lordfhip was polfefled of our correfpon-

dence, which could in the fulleft manner in-

validate every implication of that fort, and I

wi(hed to have an opportunity of fpeaking to

Lord Corwallis, before I faid any thing on fo

delicate a fubjecSl.

" Since Lord Cornwallis's arrival here, I

have had a good deal of converfation with his

Lordihip upon this bufinefs, by which, and

by the anfwer he has fcnt me to a letter I

wrote him thereon, (copies of which are in-

clofed) it appears, that his Lordfhip edmits

this was not the cafe. But as Lord Cornwal-

lis*s difavowal is not fo explicit and dired in

his letter as I could wifli, and I think juftice

to my character requires, I beg your Lord-

fhip's attention to the following obfervations;

M 3 which

M
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which I hope the anxiety I miift naturally fed

on this occafion, wiir plead my excufe for

troubling you with; though they may not be

neccflr.ry to vindicate me with your Lordihip,

who is already fo competent to judge.

" I am perfuaded that it will appear by

niy 1-tters to Lord Cornwallis of the nth

and 1 5th of June, and thofe referred to by

them, that I recommended his taking a

healthy, defenfive ftation, either at Williamf-

burg, or York; ^nd deiired that, after keep-

in<^ what troops he might want for its moft

ample defence and defultory movements by

water, his Lordfliip would fend me fuch a

proportion of the corps (m.entloned in a lift,)

as he could fpare, taking them in the fuc-

ceffion they are there placed. But his Lord-

ihip, on the contrary, underftanding that

thcfe letters conveyed a pofitive order to fend

me three thoufand men, (by which he fays

his force would have been reduced to about

two

I
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two thoufand four hundred rank and file fit for

duty, havhig probably at that time a numerous

fick) told me in his anfwer, that he could

not, confiftent with my flans, make fafe

defenfive pofts at York and Gloucefter, (both

\VhTch would be neceflary for the proteftion

of fliipf>irig) and that he (hould immediately

re^als Jafnes- River, and take meafures fot

complying \vith my requifition. Finding,

therefore, that his LordflVip had fo entirely

mifconceived' my intentions, I immediately

confulted with Rear-Admiral Graves upon

the fubiea of his letter; and the Admiral

being of opinion, that a naval ftation In

Chelapeak for large (liips was abfolutely re-

quifite, and that Hampton Road appeared

to be the fitteft for the purpofe 1 defired

his LordOiip, at the Admiral's requeft, to exa-

mine Old Point Comfort, in the mout of

James River, and fortify it, upon the fup-

pofition that a work therfe would fecure that

harbour;
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harbour; and if his Lordfhip thought a poft

at York necefl'ary to cover Old Pohit Com-

fort, he was at liberty to take that alfo.

This order wa* fent to Lord Cornwallls

in my letter of the nth of July, and his

Lord(hip*s anfwer to it is dated the 27tli;

whereiu he informs me, that having cxi-

mined Old Point Comfort, with the Capr

tains of the King's ihips and the Engineers,

and being all of opinion a poft there would

not anfwer the purpofe, he (hould in compli-

ance with the fpirit of my orders, feize York

and Gloucefti r, being the only harbour in

which he could hope to be able to give ef-

fe£lual proteaion to line of battle fliips.

Copies of thefc letters are inclofed for your

Lord(hip to refer to ; and I truft it will ap-

pear from them, that the poft at York was

in this inftance entirely his Lordfliip*s choice.

But never having received an reprefentation

from his Lordfliip, by which I ctuld have

the

I



It a poft

iiit Com-

hat alfo.

ornwallis

and his

[le 27th;

1 ing exi-

the Cap-^

Engineers,

;re would

n compli-

eize York

arbour in

to giveef-

ttle (hips.

for your

it will ap-

York was

ip*$ choice,

refentaticm

cculd have

the

APPENDIX. §7

the teaft conception he thought the ground

difadvantageous and liable to enfilade, (as

ftated in his letter of the 20th of Odtobcr,)

and, fuppofing, from the preference his Lord-

fliip had thus given it to the one I had re-

commended, that he fully approved of York

and Gloucefter, I own I did not oppofe his

laying hold of them, as I could not enter-

tain the fmalleft doubt of their being defen-

fible, and fiich a poft as 1 had told his

Lordfhip I wanted. And, indeed, if his Lord-

(hip had not now informed me that it was a

bad one, the eagernefs with which I under-

ftand the French have fince feized and are for-

tifying it, would incline me ftill to think

well of it.

" With refpeft to his Lordfhip having

been influenced in his conduct by the hopes

of relief, (which he is pleaied to fay 1 uni-

formly held out to him in all my letters) his

Lordfhip could not be infenfible that the pof-

fibility

1

3
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fibJllty of efleding it muft haveentiiely de-

pended upon the exertions of the fleet, which,

as I was not authorized to prpmife him he-

fore the Council of.War held on the 24th of

September, I am perfuaded that the impliea-

tion in his Lordfliip*s letter that I had done

fo before that period, cannot be fupportcd (qs

indeed his Lordfhlp now feera.s to acknow^

ledge) by any thing I wrote to him,; previous

to my letter of that date, xv^)ich he received

on the 29th. As, jtl^erefore, r^y letters of

the 2d and 6th of September, which promife

only my own exertions, did not, reach his

Lordiliip before the I3tb and .14th of that

month, and he. did not b^fare then know of

Sir S.Hood's arrival, or that Admiral Graves

had more than feven fiil of the line to com-

bat Montieur de Grade's force, whofe arrival,

it appears .from his Lordfl^ip's letters, he

knew of on the 29th of Auguft^ and fup-

poll'd it to be twctity-five fail of the line,

his

i
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his Lordfliip confequemly did net receive

from me any hopes of relief before that time.

•• With regard to his Lordfhip's efcape

to New York, immediately on the arrival

of General Wafliington's troops at Williamf-

burg, v«rhichhis letter of the 20th of Oftober

implies he was prevented from undertaking

by the receipt of mine of the 24th of Sept.

I Cannot help being of opinion, that a re«.

treat, after Mr. Wafliington joined, was im-

praSicable, and that it was at no time to be

tffefted to the northward, for reafons which

I ga\ . his Lordfhip, But had it been ever

poffible, after the time his Lord(hip men-

tions, it muft, I think, have been between

that period and the time of the enemy's force

prefenting itfelf before the lines of York;

and it is confequently prefumable, his Lord-

fhip was not prevented by any thing I faid

in that letter, as he acknowledges he did not

receive it until after the latter event took

place. But I readily admit, my Lord, that

N none
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none of my letters could give his Lordfhip

the leaft reafon to fiippofe that an attempt

would not be made to fuccour him, though,

I muft confefs, I think his Lordfhip fpeaks

in his letter rather too pofitively of the opi-

nion I gave in mine, as to the time of the

fleet's failing. My words being, * There is

* every reafon to hope we fhall ftart from

' hence about the 5th of Odlober.* And

left even that fhould be thought pofitive,

I the next day told him, ' that unforefcen

* accidents may lengthen it out a day or

* two longer.'

- " The complaint his Lordfhip makes of

the want of intrenching tools, I can only

anfwer, by faying, that it appears from the

Adjutant-generaPs returns to me, that two

thoufand five hundred had been fent by the

engineer to the Chefapeak with the different

expeditions, fince the one commanded by

General Arnold inclufive; and tlie firft.mo-

ment a rcquifition was made for more, (which

^ was
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was not before his Lordfhip's letter of the

2 2d of Aiiguft) I ordered an additional fiip-

ply to be fent, which were prevented from

going by the arrival of the French fleet.

But I muft own, my Lord, that I was not

then very uneafy on this fcore, as I flattered

myfelf it was pofllble for his Lordrti"p to

have colleded what he wanted from the

neighbouring plantations any time before the

invcftiture was begun.

• ** No man, my Lord, c.i: feel more feniibly

than ! did for the unhappy fituation of Lord .

Cornwallis and his gallant army, whofe rne-'

ritorious conduft, fpirit, and zeal, on all oc-

cafions, muft heighten our anxiety and con-

cern for their prefsnt futc ; and therefore as

his Lordfliip is pleafed to tell me that his

letter of the 20th of Oiftobcr was written

under great agitation of mind and in great

hurry, which might poffibly have prevented

his adverting to the implications which it

may be thought to bear, I cannot, at prefent,

N 2 wifli
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wjfh to give his Lordfhip more trouble on
the fubjea, although his anfwer of the 2d

inftant is not fo explicitly fatisfaaory as I

cxpeaed it would have been; for, if the

paflages in that letter, which I have taken

notice of, Ihould be underftood in Europe
in any rcfpeft to my prejudice, I cannot

doubt his Lordfhip will have candour enough
moft formally to difavow his having any
fuch intentions. But if his Lordfhip, con-
trary to my expedation, Ihall not be in-

clined to do fo, I muft be obliged, though
reluaantly, mofl earneftly to requeft your
Lordihip to render me that juftice, (which I

am perfuaded you think I deferve) by pub-
lifhing this letter,

*' I have the honour, &c.

** H. CLINTON."

N U M-
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ExtraSi from Sir H, CUnipn's Inflrudliom to

Major'General Phtlllps, dated March lo.

«* IF the Admiral difapproving of Portf-

mouth, and requiring a fortified ftation for

large (hips in the Chefapeak, fliould propofc

York Town, or Old Point Comfort, if pof,

feffion of either can be acquired and main-

tained without great rifle or lofs, you are

at liberty to take pofleffion thereof. But if

the obje<aions are fuch as you think forcible,

you muft, after ftating thofc objeaions, de-

cline it till folid operations take place m
the Chefapeak."

|(

M- ExtraEi
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JLxtradi from the Suhjlance of Cnnverfations

held with General Phillips^ Jent to that

General Officerfor his Guidance,

" BUT if the heights of York, and thofe

on the Gloucefter fide, cannot be fo well

and fo foon fortified as to render that pofl;

hors d*infult before the enemy can move a force,

&c. againft it, it may not be advifeable to at-

tempt it. In that cafe fomething may pot

flbly be done at Old Point Comfort to cover

large (hips lying in Hampton road, which is

reckoned a good one. If neither can be fe-

cured, we muft content ourfelves with keep-

ing the Chefapeak, with frigates and other

armed veffels, which will always find fecu-

rity againft a fuperior naval force in Eliza-

bcth River."

N U M-
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Extract from Sir Henry Clinton*s Letters t§

Lord George Germain.

OCTOBER 30, 1780. «' Ifliallinafew

days fend to Charles-town all the recruits

belonging to the fouthern army, which will

be about eight iiundred. And then, including

the corps under General Leflie, Lord Corn-

wallis will have full 1 1306 effe£^ive rank and

file under his orders.

April 5th, 1 78 1. " After the reduaion

of Charles-town, Lord Cornwallis informed

me, that he thought the force I left with him

fully competent to the defence of South, and

moft probably the redudion of North Caro-

lina. I had, therefore, at that time no other

intention (threatened as we were, by the ex-

pefted arrival of a French fleet and army in

Rhode- 1(land) than to fend an expedition In-

to Chefapeak, merely by way of making a

diverfion

(}

•li

/..
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diverfion in his Lordfhip's favour, until more
folid operation might take place. Which I

was in hopes that adequate reinforcements

from Europe would have enabled me to un-

dertake early in the prefent year. Events,

however, notwithftanding the very glorious

exertions which were made at Camden, al-

tered Lord Cornwallis^s fituation fo much as

to make it neceflary for him to call the corps

1 had fent to Chefapeak with General Leflie,

(arid which I had put Under his Lordlhip's

orders) to a nearer co-operation. Being,

therefore, ftill defirous to fecure a poit in

that Bay to cover the King's frigates which

might be afting there ; and at the fame time

wilhing to give Lord Cornwallis every aflif-

tance in my power; I fent thither another

detachment, under the orders of Brigadier-

general Arnold; which, though not fo con-

fidcrable as the former, met with the fiiUef!

fuccefs, and will, 1 doubt not, have greatly

aided the movements of the army in Caro-

lina*
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Una. General Walhington having detached

a body qf troops to the ibuthward, and the

French having embarked in their fleet ano-

ther from their army at Rhode-ifland, with

an apparent inteiJtion of interruptino- our

operations in Virginia, and the CaroHnas;

1 was induced to fend to the Chefapeak anc«»

ther expedition (drawn principally from the

elit? of my army) under Major-general Phil-

lips. All thefe feveral detachments, your

Lordflilp will perceive are ading, either with

or in favour of Lord CohnvalJis. But, as

General Wafhington's letter to Mr. Harrifon

(a copy of which your Lordlhi-p will fee

amongft the intercepted letters inclofed) inti-

mates, that there will be oppofed to his

Lordfliip, above two thoufand Continentals

more than General Green had with him be-

fore; I am led to hope, that when his

Lordfliip has eftabliihed'himfelf in North-

Carolina, a very confiderable portion of his

^rmy may be fpared to affift in carrying into

O execution

f1 I
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execution fuch farther operations as Lord

Cornwallis may have to propofe; or the

ivhole or fuch part as fhall be found practi-

cable of thofe I had defigned, and according.

ly explained to Major-gciieral Phillips, in

Ibme converfations I had with him before

his departure, *

"If an attempt upon the forts in the high-

lands fhall not, on mature deliberation, be

thought advifeable, and nothing clfe offers in

this quarter; 1 IhaU probably reinforce Ma-
jor-general Phillips, and direa him to carry

on fuch operations as may moft effeftually

favour thofe of Lo^d Cornwallis, until fome
plan can be determined on for the campaign.

For, until I know his Lordfhip*sfuccefs, the

ibrce he can, in confequence of it, fpare from
theCaroIinas, and the certainty of the arrival

of the fix regiments intended to reinforce us,

it will be irapoffible to decide finally upon it.

Your Lordftiip will, however, fee by the in-

clofed opinions, what were the operations I

^ had .
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fiad planned for the enfulng campaign, upon
the fuppofition, that Lord Cornwallis fuc-

ceeded in the Carolinas, and was able to

fpare a confideiable force from thence. With
the ten thoufand menlrequefted, I fhould not

have had a doubt of fuccefs. But in m^
prefent reduced flate and profpeas I dare not

flatter myfelf with any. And if the French

fhould flill be reinforced, your Lordfhip will,
'

I am perfuaded, judge our fituation to be

€V€n critical. For, with regard to our efforts

in the Chefapeak, your Lordfhip knows
how much their fuccefs and eren the fafety

of the armament there, will depend upon our

having a decided naval fuperiority in thelc

feas* And I, therefore, cannot doubt that

«very precaution will be taken, to give me,

at leaft, timely notice of the contrary being

likely to happen ; as my ignorance of fuch

an event might be moft fatal in its confe-

<juences.
!

o The
4
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" The reinforcement I aflccd for wa§

only what I judged to be barsly adequatq

to the fervices required; and I mofl fincerely

wifh it had been poffible to have fent it in

the full extent of nunnbers, and in the time I

requeued. However, the prefcnt reduced ftate

of General Washington, the little probability

there is, I hope, of an augmentation to the

French armament, and the certainty there is,

I likewile hope, of the fix Britifli regiments

and one thoufand recruits joining me in a

fhort time, together, with the expearatioil

I have of Lord Cornwallis's fuccefs in Caro-

lina enabling him to fend meaconfiderabie

reinforcement from thence, render the ap-

pearances of my fituation Icfs critical. And
I fhall, therefore, only add, my Lord, that

while the King does me the honour to

truft me with the command of this army,

I will employ it to the urmofl of my poor

abilities, for the promoting his fervice;

taking the liberty, however, to prefent

(as
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(as I think It my duty) what advantages may

be obtained by an additional force, and what

evils may be apprehended from the want of

a fufficient one,

April 30, 1781. ** Your Lordfhip will

have {tGii in the paper I had the honour to

fend you in my laft difpatch, what force I

judged would be requifite for this fervice.

Not lefs, my Lord, than 10,000 men ran|k

and file, fit for duty ; indeed I wifh they

could he more. But the inclofed returns

will fhew your Lordfhip, that after leaving

thefe pofls to their prefent garrifons, and

leaving 1000 men in the poll in Elizabeth

River (fuppofing it may not be found ne-

ceiTary to occupy another fration) I fliall not

have quite 5000 men for it, unlefs the three

battalions expeded from the Weft hidies

arrive in proper time and condition for fer-

vice, or Lord Cornwallis fliould be able

to fpare from his defenfive in Carolina(vvhen

he determines upon it) a confiderable part

of
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of the army under his immediate command;

which, however, his Lordlhip*s letter of

the xoth inftant, gives me no hopes of, or

indeed that he will even fpare me the three

regiments coming from Ireland.

*' With thefe five thoiifand, however, my
Lord, I may poffibly determine to rilk, even

by defultory movements, the trial of this

experiment, (houW I find the report given

me of our friends in that country properly

founded. If it fucceeds as fully as our fan-

guine friends would perfuade us to hope, we
may poffibly be able to maintain ourfelvcs

there with a fmail force ; but If we are in a

fituation to give the experiment a fair trial,

and it then fails, I (hall, I confefs, have

little hopes afterwards of re-eftabli(hing order

on this continent ; which I am free to own
I think can never be effe^ied without the cor-

eial alTiftance of numerous friends, &c."

Inclofed
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Inclofed in the above letter the following

txtradisfrom Sir Henry Clinton's letters to Ma^
jor General Phillips,

^pril26^ 1781.
« Lord Cornwallls's arrival at WUming-

ton has conaaerably changed the complexion
of our afFairs to the fouthward ; and all ope-
rations to the northward muft probably give
place to thofe in favour of his Lordlhip,
which at prcfent appear to require more
immediate attention. I k„ow nothing of hi*
Lord(hip*s fituation, but what I have learnt
from his letter to me of the loth, which you
have read. I. had great hopes, before I re-

ceived this letter, that his Lordfhip would
have been in a condition to fpare me a con-
fiderable part of his army from Carolina for

the operations in Chefipeak ; but you will ob-
fervc from it, that inftead of fending any part
of hisprefent force thither, he propofes to de-
tain a part of the reinforcement coming from
Europe for his morefouthern operations, even

though

m
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though they fliould he defenlive. I (hall,

therefore, take the opinions of the general of»

ficers near mc, upon the prefciit ftate of our

afEiirs, and afterwards fend you fuch a rein-

forcement from this army, as we may judge

cm be done with tolerable fecurity to this

poft, at leaft while we remain fuperiorat fea*

• April 30, 178U To the fame. ** If

Lord Cornwr.Uis propofes no operation to

you foon (that is, before the month of June)

and you fee none that will operate for him

direSilvy I tliink the heft hidireSi one in his

favour will be what you and GeneralArnoW

have propofed to me in No. la of your

joint letter of the 1 8th inftant. The only

ri(k you run is from a teipporary fuperiority

of the enemy at fea ; it is, however, an im-

portant move, and ought, in my opinion, to

be tried, even with fome rilk. Give me time-p

ly information of your intended move, and

if poffible I will follow you into '• with

fuch a fmall reinforcement as I can at the

liirie fpare.^ " If
In f

1/



CI

APPENDIX 105

If the next packet does not fatlsfy me
*" I ^all probably retire and leave the

command to Lord Cornwallis ; to whom it

will be my advice to try the only experiment

that in my opinion can operate, if the one in

Carolina has failed* For as to Virguiia, I

know none which can reduce that province

in one campaign!

" As you feemed to think, before you re-

ceived Lord Cornwallis's letter, that all dired

operation in favour of his Lordfhip would

ceafe by the end of May, &:c, pray let me
receive General Arnold's, and your opinion

as foan as poffible ; Lconfefs I am not fan-

guine ; but if the experiment can be tried

without any other rilk than from the enemy's

fuperbrity at fea,i Ihould wifli to do It.

•* Should Lord Cornwallis determine on

A dcfenfive in jhe Carolinas, he furely cannot

want any ofthe European reinforcement, and

will, of courfe, fend it to you, and all fuch

other as ihail arrive ; thus reinforced, if

' P after



16^ APPENDIX;
after leaving a fufficient garrifon in Elizabeth

River, you can proceed to — I think wc

(hall be in force to give this a fair trial ; and

I may leave you in the command there, un^

lefs things (hould take a more favourable tur«

in the Carolinas, and Lord CornwalHs's jire-

fence there beno longej? neceflary. For un*

til they do, I (hould imagiiie he will not

quit them. '
,

' ^->fr!>;'

N. B. Thefe two letters^ with other dif-

patches, fell into Lord Cornivallis's hands

on General Phillips's death, and were opened

by his Lordfhlp ; and the exj^edition thtvelA

propofed recommended to his confiderjdion^^

'

'

'

'

•-• • '1
N UMBER XIL . ^

ExtraSis from Sir Henry ifiUntori s Letters t^

Lord George Gerrriain*

May 20, 1 781*%,

" BUT fhould Lord Gornwallis perfiftria

his intention of joining Major-gener?! Phil^

lips, as mentioned in his letter to that Gfi>

-:. i ^{ neral

\
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^leral Officer, 1 fliaU be xiuder fome appre-

henfipns for
.
every part of South. Caroling,

€xcept Charles-towiji, and even for Georgia,

unlefs the fpeedy arrival of the reinforce-

ment expelled from Europe, may enable the

oificer, commanding in South Carolina, to

take poft in force in fome healthy ftation in

•the back country.

" May 23. Notvvithftanding the purport

of thefe letters, I am yet in hopes, from

Lord Cornwallis's letter to me of the 24th,

that his Lordlhip will not perfift in attemp-

ting a jundion with Major-general Phillips,

as I am apprehenfive it may be attended with

fome riik, not only to his own corps, but to

that of General Phillips, fhould that General

Officer not have been joined in time by the

reinforcement 1 have fent him. And I even

ha^e my doubts whether his Lordfhip's

march to the northward will draw after him,

as he expeds, the rebel General Green ;

who, I fear, will endeavour either to invefl

P 3 Camden,

\l
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Camden, or, by ftationing himfelf be-

tween that place and Charles-town, render

Lord Rawdon*s fituation very hazardous. I

am therefore induced to flatter myfelf, that

Lord Cornwallis, when he hears of Lord

Rawdon's fuccefs againft Green, will rather

march into South Carolina, either by the

dirc.a route of Crofs Creek and Camden, or

by that of George-town ; or even by em-

barkation, though he (hould be obliged to

leave his cavalry behind until veflels can be

fent for them, than attempt the propofed

junaion with General Phillips in the way

be mentions ; which 1 muft freely own ap-

pears to me, for the reafons 1 have flatcd,

not only dangerous to both corps in the at-

tempt, but replete with the worft confe-

qutnces to pur foutheru Provinces in their

'
pri-vfent ftatc,"

N V M-
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^Exiraihfrom Sir Henry Clinton's Letters to

Lord George Germain,

. July 1 8, 1 78 1. " The extraas from my

correfpondence with Earl Cornwallis, which

i have had the honour to tranfmit from time

to time to your Lord(hip, will fliew, that I

left in Carolina a very fair proportion of my

army, and fuch as his Lordfhip thought fuifi-

cient to fccure South, and recover North Ca-

roUna. With what was left for me to a^k

with in this quarter, I took the field immc-

idiately upon my arrival here. General Lefbe s

expedition to the Chefapeak took place after

wards; andfome unfortunate events in Caro-

lina calUng for ftill farther reinforcement and

co-operation, foon reduced this part of my

army to a defenfive, almoft as low in numbers

as Sir William Howe left me in 1 777. If ouu

fucceffes, therefore, in the fouthern Province*

jj
have
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Iiave not anfwercd your Lordfhlp's expe»5la-

tions,it caniiQt, lamcertaiiirtieiinpiitcdelther

to the fmalinefs of the numbers I left there,

or the tardincfs or fcantinefs with which 1

have llnce fupplied the exigencies of that fer-

vice. Though I am Arongly imprefled with

the importance of recovering Virginia, I fear

the entire reduction of fo populous a province

is not to be expeded from an operation folely

there; unlcfs our friends in it were more nu;-

flierous, and were heartily inclined to aflift

lis not only in conquering, but in keeping

it.

July 25. ** No man, my Lord, laments

more fincerely than I do, the long continuance

of the wefterly winds, which prevented the

failing of the Warwick's convoy ; and I hope

your Lordfliip will pardon me for again re-

peating, that had tlie reinforcement failed as

early as was promifird, and the three battalions

not been detained in the Weft Indies, I (hould

perhaps



APPENDIX. tii

^rllflps by tbJs tiiiie have made fuch move-'

ments as would h^ve obliged the enemy td

be dppT^henfive for their own' pbflcffibns, in-

ftead of meditating the attack which they noi*i

thireaten againft this poft." •
'* «'»*»^'

Atiguft 9. " 1 am entirely of your Lord-

l^Ip*s fentiHientrwrth 'tefpe^ to Lord Corn-*

wallis having (^one hs much in North Caro-

lina as could have been' effe6led with his forceJ

But 1 have to lament the caufes WMclrred'uded

it fo low in ntfmb^r ; 'imd thtit''hlS''Lordfhip'

wAs indnced to fkeriift in his plan,' affer it be-

came obvious that heXvas not ^ble to eftablifh'

himfelf there, and fuppott and affti'the Loyal-

ifts, which Were the objc(^s of his iiia'rch into*

the heart of that province."
'^" "*

From Lord Cornwallis's former letters, I

had every reafon to fuppofe he tlioi-'ght him-

felf in fufficient firength to command thefuc-

cefs he hoped for. Had his Lord (hip, how-

ever, upon L'leutenaht-coloneVTnrleloii's mif-
.

fortune, called upon me for a reinforcement,

or

P
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or had I even known it in time, I am perfuatled

your Lordfliip will do me the juftice to ac-

knowledge, that it was abfolutcly out of my

power to affift him more than I did ; efpccially

when it is confidered, that at this moment his

Lordfliip has aaing with him, and in the

different pofts under his command, nineteen

Briiifli, eight German, and fourteen Provin-

cial battalions, befides detachments from four

Britifli battalions, and lagers, artillery and

cavalry ; whilft in my prefent threatened litu-

ation, I have (through my carneft defire to

fupport his operations) left myfclf only eight

Britifli, eleven German, and four Provincial

battalions, befides artillery and cavalry, for

thofe in this quarter.

Ch

The end.
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l)cf<Jre. Wiittenby Hlmfclf. llluftrated with fix Plans of
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his Gondu£l during his btc Command of the King's
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at a General Meeting of the Eleaors of Weftminfter af-
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"ivcn the Reafons for withdrawing Himldf from the Ua-
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I)inet; alfo an Account of all the Proceedings on that Day,
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the Proceedings of both Houfes of Parliament, to the
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Uills, Petitions, &c. Sec,
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The laft Parliament, from the General Elcftion, in No-
ber 1774, to the Diirolution in 1780, in 17 vol. half-

bound and lettPirtd, price Six Guineas.

The Firft and Second Seffions of the prefent Parliament^

in 8 vol. half-bound and lettered, price 3I. as. ^

A SERIOUS ADDRESS to the People of England,

on the intended REFORMAr ION of PARLIAMENT,
price IS.

LUCUBRATIONS during a Ihort Recefs, by —
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, Efq. Member of Parliament for the County of

' ; a new Edition, price is. 6d.

A REVIEW of Mrs. S^DDONS and Mrs. CRAW-
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ADDRESS to the Right Hon. Henry Grattan, from
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Repeal and the recent Interference of the Earl of Mansfield,

/&f. kc. price is.

' A LETTER to RICHARD HILL, Efq. Member
for the County of Salop: Author of the Sky-Rockct,

Tables Turned, &c. by a Freeholder, price is.

A SEAMAN'S REMARKS on the BRITISH Ships

of the Line, from the ift of January 1756, to the ift o£

January 1782, with fome occalional Oblervatione on the

Fleets of the Houfe of Bourbon, price 6d.

COMMON SENSE ; addrefTed to the Inhabitants of

America, on a Variety of interefting Subjcfts. By Thomas
Payne, M. A. of the Univcrfity of Pennfylvania, author of

the Letter to the Abbe Raynal, on the Affairs of North
America.
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Bill on the Occafion, price 6d.

An ESSAY on the NATURE of a LOAN, being aa
Introduftion to th« Knewledge gf the Public Accounts,
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