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.
"Xo ///tin can be olad that .^iicli tii'ua^s Inn r hap-

pnird as zee haze zcltiirssrd i/i these last fateful
years, but perhaps it //lay he per//utted to ns to be
S!.la(l that zee haze the opportinnty to shozc that the
principles zee pro/ess are lizinf^ pri/iciples, and to
haze a chance by ponrino out our blood and treasure
to zi/idicale the thim^s zchlch zve haze professed.
The real fruition of life is to do the tilings zi'c have
said zee zcished to d' . There arc times zvhen zcords
seem empty and o-ily action seems great. Such a
time has come, and in the I'rozidence of God
America zcill once more Iiaze an opportunitx to show
to the zeorld that she is born to serve mankind.''—
President Wilson, in his Address on Memorial Day,
May 30th, 1917.

- "i. A o u y
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WHY THE UNITED STATES OE

AMERICA ENl'ERED

HIE WAR

AM I, i\ ItANS ari' 1)\ tcmpcranu nt and hal)it

a ptactlul, kindK' pcojjK'. I h(n' dislikf a

"tiiss". I he av( raLCc American business

man is chcc rful, hospiiahlc, s^cncrouj, and fond of

a ( !iat and a joke. When lie wants excitement, he

i^ois to a political nieetin;^ or a hasehall Ljame, or

s<an> til; hiisk liLadlincs of his daily newspajxr

with an air of shn w<ll\' sce[)tical c()neern. He
Works iiard and /i,alousl\- for commercial success,

hut meets the competition of his rivals in an

aniial)Iy sporting s[)irit. To his friends he is almost

[)assionately loyal; through oood riport and bad
ie[)ort they arc his friends, and that is cnousj^h for

him. lie is an induli^ent husband and father, is

(|uite sure that his home town j)ossesses superlative

merits, and calls his native land "(iod's country".

Pacific and prosperous as he is, and uneasilv

sensitive to any attempt, (>ither from within or from
without, to commit the United States to a foreign

policy that may involve it in difficulties, he arfjucs

that (i(>oroc Washing^ton is a good man "to tic to,"

and that the advice of the first American President
to his country to avoid entanq-ling alliances with

Europe is "good enough for him". For himself,

he believes in free opportunities, a "square deal,"

and the democracy of liberty and fellowship, and
he likes to believe that that spirit is growing every-
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uhrrc. I')iit he r;ith( 1 siis[i(( ts lli.it tlic-c arc places
and cdiiniiit^ u Ik n it k not V( rv well iiii(lcrst( m kI,

"1 will IV its -rou!!! is (b, ck,(! !,y iiitw!( raiit

cxpliiitrrs of ilv, [)((.[)!, in the muim' (.1 kin^s,

P"liti' i.'ins, ^^\ i)iM|rssi,.nil Diilit.irists. Well,
I.iiKoJn saLiacimisK- said thai \cii ( mmMu'i fool all

of tlic [X'dplc all of the tinv , and it must he that th(

people ev(iy\vlhrc will socikt or lati T lind their

\va\ to frcidoni. Meanwhile the -o.kI did I'.S.A
can keep on settiiiL; a sound 'xaiiiple. One prac-

tical tiling sb.( ((lit (1(1, ho\vev( r and Ik takes

yreat i)ridc in Ik Ipiii^ Ik r to do it—she can show
the world that in spite of Ik r politi( al isolation Ik r

lieart is in the n-ht place, l.y -ivint^ aid freelv and
L;cneronsl\ wheiKver necessit\ re(|iiires it, to any
branch oi the human family that is sufferinL,'^ from
sudden disaster or acute privation. I-'or if freedom
is our frii nd's lirst word, humanity is his second,
TiK le Sam is jealously iiide[)en(l( nt. no doubt, but
he is also incurabh benevolent.

I h(>se ideals of our friciul the business man
lind ready counterparts in the other classes and
I al( ^dries existing; in American society - the doctor,
die law\er. the journalist, the collect' profc>ssor.

Indeed, all American ty[)es tend to think of the
Re[)ul)lic as a fret', humane, pronressivo exenii)lar

lor the coming- of the new social and political order
in the world at Inri^c.

These values have always been latent in the
national consciousness of America. .Since .Auo-ust,

i<)i4, however, as she has watched the course of
events in Europe and the Near Kast there has
gradually come into her mind a new conviction .
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that it is nut i nouijh to sympalliisr and to \v*\)v,

l)in that in Mi(|(r Im !ic inn \<> hi r nuii i itli ->h«

must la\ h<i- all iiimii thr altar of \\\\> 'ty, and iiiiist

accept lur a( ti\c shaic of tlir world's siiflcriuL; and

strn'4L;lf, it sh<' is t( keep her national idials im

tarnished and to s( ( inc tli< ir ( nli-htenin'^ inlliK nee

n[)on the sidl nnlr(<'. Ser-.ice in whativer lorni

conditions nia\ ri ijiiire it—s<rvice in freedom's

( ansi-, she has come to -.ee, is the |)rice that must

constanth lie paid for the maintenance of freedom.

it is inlerestine to o!,- rve th [iro^ress ot the

(tuMic attitude in the I'mtirl States toward the

war, from the aca(kinii\ paeitie staiji' ; throu'^h the

stat^U' of a st(add\ incr. ismii' concern; into the

pn sent st.'ine of a^^iaessive resistance to the Prus-

sian effort to crush th<' ivivver of the free Jjeoples.

As I write, theiH' lie before m( three letters, from

thr('(> American universit\' men. all of them closi'

students of histor\' and politics. It will hv worth

while (|uotin'j;' from th<'se three letters in the order

in which thvv were written. The lirst Ic iter repre-

sent.s the first mood or .staye mentioned above, and

thi' saliiiil passanc in it runs as follows :

—

" Personal!)', m\' heart cries out ai^^ainst everv

form of warfare except the hii^her warfare of the

Spirit at^ainst war, and especially the cause of

war. l*2ngland's greatest human asset is that

u{)on the whole the peace- and liberty-loving-

f)eoples of the earth trust her and fear Ciermanv.

In the lono" run the meek and the lovin^r will

inherit the earth, and all conquests where mii^ht

seems to ovcrc(jme ri'>-ht are worst of all for the



It7/r LHE VSITED STATES

conquerors. But so loni,^ as nations and
individuals fiL,du instead of co-work, wc can at

least expect the defeat of the very worst and the

success of all that will best serve to l)rin^ about
in the end the very best."

The sccf)nd letter contains the followlncr

vigorous words :
—

"You ask how I feel about the U.S.A. and
the war. My thoughts and feelings have exactly

paralleled those of Woodrow Wilson, and \

think his have paralleled those of the majority
of us. As I size us up, we are an idealistic

people temp(Ted witli a good deal of prag-
matism. It was our pragmatism that kept us out
(jf the war when we might have entered, and now
it is our idealism that has taken us into it when
we might keep out. 'Ihe fact is we have never
really been in doubt as to the issue; that is why
we have not hastened to enter. Could we have
foreseen that without our assistance the war
would drag on for three years and take such a
heavy toll of Ife and property I believe we
would have entered when Belgium was invaded.
^'ou see. when the war broke lik(> a bolt out of a
char sky \\c were all so surprised that we didn't
know v.hat to think or do—compKte ' unf)re-
p<'n-(xlncss

' for anything of the sort and the
first thmgtf.at came to mind was the thing oftenest
d-nned into our ears -Washington's advice to
beurin^ of entangling" alliances with F^urope,
(H cMiirsc. wc thou'jht that it would all be
over in about thne months, anr! that the Powers



HXTERFU:) THE WAR

would kiss aiul make up in which case it

would l)f best for us to kccj) out of a familv

quarrel. Then matters draui^id aloii"^, the

(lermans [)la\iny a hr;md of international

])t)lities we knew nothing- about, until finally

there was no eseajie fiom the conclusion

that they are modern Huns, heedless of law

and virtue, inviiitors and [)ractisers of new
and fearful forms ui vice. Prussianism has com-

mitted suicide, and it is L'cod for the world that

it has. It is only a ({uestion of days before we,

too, shall enter the war, and I know it will not be

a half-hearted t ntrance."

The third letter puts its seal to the irresistible

American movement for the championing' of inter-

national lil)erty, in this terse but expressive

manner :—

" I'^verx' man here who is a m.an is now read\

to do his utmost to help brin^ about the defeat

of Germany and her .Allies, and the political and

militaristic ideas which tlie\- represent."

Still a fourth letter c'>mes, this time from a

business man in Wyomins^ :

—

" 'i'he whole West was on thf tiptoe of expecta-

tion for months before war was declared, and

when Wilson made his speerh to the Congress,

there was an exjjlosion of a[)proval and
patriotism. Every house in the West was ablaze

with flau;-s, and the pe(j})le came toqether in

sjreat meetings in every villatj;^e, hamlc^t and cross-

roads in the state. Hundreds of our young men
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.'ire ^(linL4• away to the camps. It is a most
j)<jl)iilar war. W'c have a larsj;(' (ierman jjopula-

lion even here in this little town, but they all

attend our war meetings with enthusiasm, and if

they have any thoui^ht against the programme, we
do not hear it.

"The people are not taking it out in talk

either, for every man, woman, and cliild has

work to do. The women and little children are

working gardens; the men of war age are pre-

paring their business in order to enlist as soon
as the (jovernment gets ready for them; and the

old men are working in the fields with hoe and
shovel, and blessing the privilege of adding their

bit to the great work before the nation."

It is undoubtedly true that American neutrality

toward the Entente Alliance has been benevolent
from the beginning, nor cfiuld it have been other-

wise, on account of the historical ties of reciprocal

understanding and helpfuhuss which have for so

long bound the United States to France, and on
account also of the sometimes unrecognised but
always silently strong sense of kinship that the

national consciousnesses of (ireat Britain and
America have cherished and maintained. When
one considers how closely tied bLngland and
America are by their possession of a common
language, a common literary and religious heritage,

a common fundamental law, similar social and
political ideals (constantly tending toward greater
likeness), and by a common necessitv for reaching
iust. wise, and iffective solutions of the problems

S
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which must I-r facid in the workinq- nut nf these

ideals, one cannot fail to he iinprcsscd with the

( onviction that it is the "manifest destiny" of these

two threat branches of the An-^lo-Saxon race to co-

operati^ more and more defmitcly and sympathetic-

ally in their future international undertakings.

AlthouL:h the American soul was decpl_\- stirred

by the invasion of In li^ium, by the German atroci-

ties that followed, b\- the sinkini;;^ of the hapless

LusUai/ia and man\' other vessels under circum-

stances of calculate d heartlessness and violation of

international law; although the American imaqina-

tion ri'sponded with enthusiasm to the ma^jnificent

qallantr}- of the Allied forces on land and sea; yet

the American mind, precisely l)ecause of its rela-

tive isolation and of its composite character, moved
slowly toward the thouj^ht of active participation

in the war. It is important to recoQ^nise that the

cosmopolitan i)oi)ulation of the United States

includes many millions of peojile who are not of

Ani;,df^-^'i"^'>n orii^^in.

The thirteentii official c(>nsus of the United
States, taken in 1910, shows a total population of

91,972,266. Of this number 13,515,886 (or 14.;

per cent.) are recorded as beinc,^ of foreig-n birth;

12,916,311 ((jr 14 per cent.) were native whites of

foreign parents; and 5,981,526 (or 6.5 per cent.)

were native whites of mixed (native and foreign)

parentage. Of the total foreign-born population

of 13,515,886, the highest percentage (18.5 per
cent.) came from (Germany, while 12.4 per cent,

came from .\ustria.

Of the total foreign white stock in the United
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States in 19 lo. numbering- 32,243,382, there were
8,2S2.(h8 (or 25.7 per cent.) persons in the United
States havinir CuTmany as their (f)imtry of oriL,nn.

This number romprised 2.501,181 l)orn ni Ger-
many, 3,91 1,84r native horn of (ierman parents,
and 1,869,590 native born of one Cierman parent
and one American. This reckoning'- cxeludes per-
sons of "mixed foreign parentacre,"' by which is meant
jK'rsons whose i)arents are of different nationabties
but neither of whom :s a native .American. There
were 2,ooi.55() (^'^-^ [ht cent.) white persons in the
I'nited States havin^" Austria as their country of
ori^rin. This number comp.iscd 1,174,924 born in
Austria, 709,070 native born of Austrian parents,
and 117,565 native born of one Austrian [larent and
one American.

In addition to the fon'ooin^i there were in 19 10
9,827,763 necri-oes and 412,546 persons of other
coloured races in the United States, makincr a errand
total of persons not AnLjlo-Saxon in their immediate
orin-in of 42,654.032 (or 45.6 per rent.). It is inter-
estmcr and important to note also that the proportion
of forei,on-born white i)er.sons, together with native
whites of foreio-n or mixed parentatre. is mf)re than
50 per cent, of the total {)opu]ation in the States of
New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, Michigan, flh'nois. Minnesota, Montana
lUah, and North and Scnith Dakota. In all of the
Western States save those named above, and New
Mexico and Kansas, the proportion varies from :;5
to 50 per .ent. In the Southern States it is less than
5 per cent.

The followinfT urban statistics strikinqly illus-

10
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tr.'itc the SIX i.il and political values arisi?i<4' out o{

the situation suni^estc d aljow, whin it jjccomos

intcnsilicfi in sonic of the iar^c'^t cities in the I'nitcd

States :
—

Tu.,.l |,n,,„l,,-

11C.I. .i>,..,,lir,j

t., tilt- t .-ilMl-.

ll 1,1.

Wlilt'-s iif

Ti itur

N.il.v
xliil.-. .f

Inn 1j;ii

..I IM.<'(I

|,li lU.li;"\lw \'()ik

("ity j.jdo.SS:; (^ji.^^iS i.Sjo.i

I"oreii;n- I-'urciyn.

IxM II whiles Iturii w lutes

II, It Vl-s ill ILltUfS of
1 .• uj 111) Aiisln.i.

llliiKiis

IMiilaikliilii.i.

Pa
Milwaukt 1',

Wisiv iHsill

( "iiiciunati,

Uliio

j.kS^.jS^
I 15.1,10

i.54i),ocS 5S.1.008

,i'J.v59' i51-'-'37

j;S.i I
\ i<)0,2.i7

(jl-'.JQI iiSj.2Sl \T^2.0^q

11/1,785 ,)i,.|(i7 ii;,S57

182,530 64.816 11.553

f3-M90 ."8.425 1.633

In view of this manifest variet\ in the origin and

psycholoq-y of the American individual, we may well

ask ourselves what precisely were the considerations

that solidified popular sentiment in the United

States to such an extent that eventually American

participation in the war becaniC to Americans not

only desirable but imescapable. In answering this

question we shall do well to recognise the distinction

between cause and occasion. A cause, if it remain

active and persistent, must sooner or lai^r bring

about its necessary result, but that result is often

hastened and assisted by the existence of what

may be called quickening occasions. There is no

doubt in the writer's mind that the United States

of America entered the world war primarily on

account of her devotion to the cause of human free-

dom, and that, should the war last long enough,

America was predestined tf) enter it from the first.

True, a recent American writer insists that "passive

inspiration is her role, as it is conceived by her

II
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riti;^ens, and as lur riovcrnnn nt has anain and a^riin

interpreted it. Pressed, she will insist upon riiihts.

wall even declare herself the ( hanipion of other

nations' rit^hts. lUit so loni; as she is lift to her own
devices, she will staiid a[)arl and olTir htrsi If as a

H'oldcn e.\anii)lr to a Mitcr world."

l)Ut while this has not lie( n wholK untrue of die

United States in the past, it is ;![)pa!ent that it was
less than true in iSijS, when tlu national spirit

demanded action for the emancipation of Cuba. No
doubt this d( termination was partl\- due to the

feelino- that the opportunit) nii'^ht be conscicntiousK'

seizcti lor finther conserving- the interests of tlu'

Monroe Doctrine, beside satisfvin^ thi' dictates of

humanity, but those who know America and con-
sider the course she took with her "conquests" on
that occasion believe that her Liuidin^- principle —
the service of humanity— i)erhaps never before so

strikinqly controllerl her morals and her decisions.

That brief flash of war, however, was merelv
sympt(tmatic of the widening- ideals of the maturino
Rej)ublic. Despite her relative imfamiliarity with
European conditions and d(\spite her traditional

aversion to assuming- an active partnership in the

{iroctedinqs of European nations, she has now
actually made what Iviplin:^ ri<,ditlv calls

tlu' eternal choice

Of Q-f)od or ill

In the Gates of Death rejoice!

We see and hold the ofiod—
Bear witness. Earth. we> hav( n.ade our dioicc

For Frecdom"s brotherhood.''

12
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Thr United States would have made aer elioiec

even earlier had she not been fr.et'd with the |)r()l)l(ni

of overcominL; her own rather su[)er.stitious Init

easily understandable devotion to the idia of a self-

sufficient and i^rctyraphitall} aloot isolation. "We
are thoruii^hly aroused," comes now the messati^e

of a deeph- patriotic American, '"and as determined

as we have l)ecn patient All durini^^

the war 1 have been much depressed, but now there

is a wonderful lii^ditn* ss of heart and an almost pas-

sionate \earnin''- for suffi rini.;. We have no riijjhl

to be exempt."

It is (|uite clear, then, that the .\mcrican national

consciousness, although it had come to feel that

thi,' time was nearly ripe for thc' co-operation of the

lountrv with the lMitent(> Alliance, was stirred into a

remarkable and almost unanimous detcrmina<;ion

that /Vmerica should do her part, on account of

several occasions, or contributory causes, likely to

induce war, some of which had existed from the

beginning-, while others ajipeared more or less simul-

taneousK with the final ri{)enin!:^ of the moment

which has been sjK)ken of above.

These several occasions may be briefly set down

as follows :

—

First, the faithless invasion of Bel^i^ium by the

(iermans, the atrocities that followed, and the

callous and brutal oppression of the civil popula-

tion.

Second, the traditional fellowship between the

United States and France.

Third, the growing' feeling of kinsman-like .sym-

pathy with the British I'2mpire as it suffered and

13
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s.'u rificcd itself for th(' cause of lilintx': isjxciallv,

prrhajjs, thr iiisj)irinL'; ohicct lesson shown bv the

liberal 'lespateh of ("anatlian trooj)s and sui)[)lies to

Miirop''. tn'j;-etl)er with the n^markable (juiekeninu;^ of

the Canadian national life that followed, and that

was observed by tliou'^htful Anierieans with interest

and a(lniirali( 1, piiha;)-, i ve:i with soiiiethinL;' of

envy. Immediate /eal and enthusiasm for the- cause

of the Allies was shown b\ thousands of .Americans

who personally enlisterl in the Canadian contini^cnt,

the iMirei'^n Legion in b^-ance. or elsewhere, for

activi' service. .\s Loril Xorthiliffe has writtc n in

thi' 7 imrs, " If \u\\ take a nia[) of the United States

and <^i) uj) and down the .\merican lines in I^^'ance

}()ii will find no city, i^ieat or small, which has not

sent a ll\inq- man, a bomber, an artiller\man, a,

sniper, or a dispatch rifler to help to destrov Prus-

sian despoti.sm. I put one question to a score- of

those whose mothers we're- not ashamed to raise them
to be soldiers. I askeel thein whs the_\- Iriei come-.

The- re'ply of the- Ame-rican in F ranee is the' same
every time, whethe-r you me e t him with the' ( 'ruiaelian

.Army, the' l>riti,^h Army, or the' French Arm v.

The)- all say words to this effect: 'The- sort of

thint^ th.at has been ,i,''oiny- on in luirope- as the- result

of the horrible organised sava^e-ry of the' Prussians

has t^ot to be sto{)ped. We want to stoj) it befom
it reaches our own ce)untry. We' have- e-onu' over

here to do it, and thank (Jod, we know that we are

helping to do it, and that it is to be thorejughly

e)ne.

Many of the letters sent back home bv the'se

young soldiers, and since puf)lishcd, have been full

14
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of similai fcrvfiir aivl mthiisiasm, and havf had no

small inlliK'Hcc in attVctiinj^ the AnicM'ican
;

'.ihlic

mind. The unnsualh inspirin:^' poems of Alan

ScH'L^cr, a NoiiiiL!^ American who was kdled in Fraiiee

in |ul\', i(;i(), mi'^ht well hr mi iitioned also in this

connt'clion. It is worth while noiin;^;' that a'cordinu^

to the latest reports from Washinijton the total

number of Americans ])arlicii)atin;4- in the (ireat War
as infantrynun, artillerymen, aviators, Ked Cross

workers, nurses, etc., will prohaliK' reach the number

of one huntlred thousand durinjj^ the present

summer.

Fourth, the Cicrman propa'^anda in the United

States, which j)ursued a course so increasint,'-ly

blatant and mischievous as to disoust and alienate

man}- minds towards whose ccjnversion it was espe-

cialh directed.

Fifth, the intricate system of (ierman espionac^e

in the United States, and the _<Trave outrages com-

mitted bv aq-ents of the Cierman Government in con-

nection with jdots af^ainst pui)lie and private works

of military importance. These procccdinors became

cumulatively sinister, until they, too, defeated their

own ends.

Si-xth, the recklessly inhuman and illeg^al use of

the submarine b)- the Cicrman Ciovcrnment and the

eventual decision of that (government, despite

the warninq-s and protests of America, to enter upon

the course officially described as "unrestricted"

submarine warfare.

Seventh, the culminating- exposure of under-

handed and indefensible German political methods,

in the o\'ertures discovered to have been made bv

15
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till (;( 1111,111 ( idvcinmcnt lo McmVo. siii^fyfcstiii"- tli.il

111 tile (\(;t (if u;ir hic.ikin^ out Ik tuccn (irrniain
and th( I'nitrd Sl.iw s AIcmco should iiccivc linaii

'lal .11(1 Iroin tlic (icrman ( iovcrnnu m. and slioiild

iin(l(rtals( die invasion ol tlh rnitcd States, widi
llir nndcrst.'indin- also thai japan slioiild l.c iin i(((j

t.) break JKr faidl uilli die I'lntente Allies and to

dc'clari' uarai^ainst the I'lutid States.

IviL^hth. the \viek((l and wholesale attempt hy
the 'riitki^h authorities to e.xterniinate ilu .\rnienian
pe()[)le. (lermany Ix iiv^ a consentim^- partner.

Ninth, the riflemption of Russia from h. r

d( adenine' autocratic reuime and her hop( ful

entrance upon her oreat e.xpc riment in deniocracx.
\vhi(h came at precisely the moment when the
Tnited States (iovernment was making- up its mind
to parti(ipate in the war. It is im|)ortant to note

that the existence of the old LTovernmental condi-
tions in Russia had heen a serious ohstacle to
Am( rican popular acceptance of the cause of the
Allies. .As James D. W'helpley has pointed out in

'/l/r For/i/'to/il!x Rrzim for May, iqi;, much of
the (icrman propaganda in the United States took
the form of anti-Russianism. "Tales of the vast
rcsourc(\s of Russia and [iredictions as to the future
economic i^reatness of that country fell upon deaf
or prejudiced ears in America until the revolution
swept away the autocratic form of irovernmcnt. Too
much importance can hardly be rrivcn to this Rus-
sian factor in deti rminini,^ the deorce of support now
iriven by America to the Allied cause, for recent
events in Petro^rad have made a tremendous appeal
to cherished traditi(^ns and principles, and in a day
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• he formcrlv ant;i'jf"nislii' Jewish foK t s liavi- bed.me

riconciltd to tile kK.i <ii the I'liitrd Siatts <>\

Anuri( a as an AIK nl a di iii^m raliscd Russian

Empire"
These ( (intiil)iitiirv (aiis( s have h( t n of \ai\iiili'

(Ic'^rees 111' impM'tance. hut eaeh ot tht ni ha, served

as a (hlinite hssoii, sn to speak, in die national

eihieational |)ro'_;raninie phuuied and iostt red hy the

most sa^ariou^ American stattsmen and pubH( isls.

from the Pre side nt down. These h ssons eventualK

transformed the perphxt d and ( autious Ameri( a of

i()r4 into the one minded, one-souhd Ameri< a of

\()\J. '"At hist." wrote the late Josi ph II. ("hoate

to I'Larl (irev on April i;th, kji;, "at hist Amen-

can.s at home and abroad can hohl up their heads

with infinite pride. The whoh- nation i.s now lined

up bc'iind the President, and I think that you will

hear no more about doubt or hesitation or dissent

amonp^ us. I think that we may now forn;et all the

pa.st. and let b\o()nes be bygones, a ! aceepl the

President as our oreat leader for thi' war; and we

must tiive him credit for one signal result of his

watchful waiting-, and that is, that he was waiting-

to see when the whole nati(»n would be wrought up

to the point which has now been reached, so that he

could safely announce to the world our alliance with

p'ranie and Great Britain without any practical dis-

sent. I sav alliance, because that is iustihed bv his

noble utterances. We must .stand tooether now until

victory is won, and 1 think that victory will be

greatly hastened by the entrance of the Tnited

States into the conflict. As you kiM)W, I have

thou^rht from the beginninsT that, while for the time
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1>V\U<^ \\r ihimIh |i,tt(r s( rV( tin (;illsc dl the Allies
1>\- r( tn.iiiim- iiciilral aiui -.iippK m- ;ill tii.n u,

could 111 ih< u;i\ ol ;irins .iiul mimilions, .hkI. I ,1111

h;i[)[)y to s-.v, some in. 11, iis oiii m utr.ij n-ht was;
liiat n(\i rtlii less uhi n, liy < iit( liii'^ into iIk w ar w nh
all oiif iiiujit and Mith the aid of all oiii l.oiiiidlcss

r('soiir( ( s, uc (diild h, I[) to hiiii'^ it to an < iid in

the n-ht way 1)\ the rompK tc Mi[)j)r( ssion of JViis

sian milit.inMii, and iIk iiimnph oj ( i\ liisaliMn, it

\vonId l)( ,,iii- (liit\ to do so. i iial tunc lia.s now
<'omc, and I am liapp to think that our -rcat nation
has adcfl upon the sanir thought, and has Ixm
''^••'">' "'lie to all its '^vi-.a traditions." The
American p((.()l( "cainc into this -^i^antic strife.

"

said the Cnitcd St;it( s Anihassador. Walter 11.

I'aijc, at an iniiiK use demonstration of th( IJrilish

Workers' I.ta-ne, hdd in Hyde I'ark. London, on
May 27th, K)!;, "ik.i h(cause they were hound hy
an\- treaties, or even any iindertakinL:s. or had an\
thine; to oain from it except to come as the suj)

J)ort of hherty itself."

'I he declaration of the state of war with
(n>rmany was passefl in the I'liltcfl .States .Senate by
a \-nW of S.? to f). and in the House of Repr( senta-
tivcs hy a vote of ;,;;, to 50. ft was an impres.sive
and roncUisive vote. Hut the irrc'at process of
national education whi<li had prepared for n could
never have been conceived or comphted were it not
for the .steady operation (*f th.' fundamental cause
wliich broiiolit .\mer;Va into the war. namelv, hiT
devoted attachment to the In li, f that all humanity
IS entitled to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness." In his Proclamation of April r.sth, hji;.
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-'

rifuli'i sscfi ih. iiiK 111 ;iii r i( Mdcnl

w ilsDii asserts th. t ir as hi- rail ,< ( ' thi ii is in ii

a siiiL'If sillish I l( 11V lit 111 the I ail^r Uc a i
(

h.r w ai'i IpjIiliiiL' I'll' w hat \\i 1)1 Ik \ r

li-'litiiii;

iM'l wish
'I the n'.'lUs I it niankiiul and f'W the till lilt

and s( (III it\ I

,

Ih ( w < II Id Ills

\vorlhil\ and sm ( cs-tiill'

a I lliinsr

\\i' must di \(il( illlsi

to till itJKs( r\i(c witliMiit n -ard to luotit or iiiatcrial

advanta'^c. and with an i iii i-\ and int( IIi^mmc that

will rise to the l(Vi I of till I ni( rprisc it-^dl'. W'r
must realise to the I'liil how L^n at th,' task is and
how many thin<:^s. how man\- kinds and i h nu nts ot'

capaiily and service and silt sa.eritiic. it involves."

1 here ;ire those in the I'nittd States," sa\ s the

American journalist, (iilhirt \\ ^ehk s, in his hook
entitled 'I lie Uii'tlcd Sf,i/r. a>ul Ihr II ar, "who d(*

not see the t^oal of all t^o,.d endeavours in economic
pinetrations and increased profhictions. lu.r the
happy life in the nieaninLiKss labours of scientific

tnana'^-enKiit. 'Vhvy are careless of anv supre,n;ic\-

m trade which does not hriiiL; the free plav of human
activity, and they r( fuse to have freedfjm L;iven or
withheld as an incentive to labour." And aqain he
writes: "We have been told, with an insistence we
rc'sented a little, that the I^ntente had our safety in

Its keef,ino-, iKcause a (urman victor\- would leave
us (ierman\'s victim in the next war. P)Ut our safet\-

is not the most precious thinn- which F, norland nuards
for us. She is. in every serious si'use, the LTuardian
of our faith. That the i^ood American knows, and
that lu- 1^ Irsine;- to teach his country to understand.
It is sim[)lv the faith th.at a democratic people can
fullv and finally dedieate and orLranise itself to meet

19
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llu- f).)uvr (,r ii!i(lrni(Mr;i[H- (1|.„i|,1mi, . i h,. ,.,-,(j,..,j

^rMunrv u,th uhiVh thr Vmud StaU-s uat.hc',!
thr Ion- t.rnhK. jmHv.s l,v uhnh (in at Britain
i^alluivd luT strcn,-l!i was n<,t uhnllv kiiui ; hut for
the ,-;-(M.,l \,ncnVan it uas m.uv than'ocunuis IK.
|<nrw that if ihr pmrcss was l..n-, thc^ result must
!•< .^"od. or then. w(uil(l he ,u,ilur safrtv nor
^^'iintv tor hrs

. ountr\ ( x. rpt xn immrdiatr nrc'para-
"<"i I" I< ad the lif,. of 1^-ussians. lost Prussia ovvr-
<omc tho .-ountrv hv forco. ft is from this chanoe
"t I'fc. more than from invasion of arms, that
Kn^land saved th. Tnitod States. She has justilicd
the faith of demoeracx."

It is r.ttint^r thar this effort to review the condi-
tions that have led thc^ Cnited States mto an aet.ve
partnership with the luUentc- Alhan.v should eon-
'•lude with the c|uotation in its entir.tv of the Pre-
sident's memorable adchvss to ( \,n.jress. Pivsident
Wilson IS an edueat<,r in temper and trainin- alike
and he has sou-ht. s.,metimes appaivntlv with less
iirmness and vi-our than the - stalwarts " i'ould have
cK'sired. hut ahvavswitha [.-rsi^tent hei.ef i„ those
root (,,;al, ties ol the AiMriean eharaetcT that make
t'-r pistiee, lioiirmr and hhertv. to imhue his e. untrv-
nien with (-(ailidenec. in tl,.' sohrietv of his <.fhenl
I'id-ment, and to lead them into a self consistent
national attitud. m relation to the war. fl(. h-
hoped, with the j.aeir,ei.ts, that the Tnit. d States
<'onl(l manaoe to avoid war, hut he has not ruled
uar out, like the pa.ifieist.s. as .somethin- to he
avoided at all hazards. Indeed, he .saw elcarlv. Ion.-
before the majority of his eountrvmen saw it. that if
Ameriea were to remain America., she must
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cvontiiallv enter the w.v. When the time eanie to

realise and announce that neetssity i)ubliely. the

(ountr\- was reach' t >r iht ^reat crisis moment, and

acccpied it not nnrel\ with e(juanimity hut with

{)ositive rehcf and enthusiasm.

It is Ml)\ious tliat noin of President Wilson's

Stiite papers touchinjj,' the war can be properly or

even int( ili,.;entl\' intcrprett (! hercalter savi' in the

lii^ht lit the gravely considcrefl and t^n-avel}'

delivered address made before the assimibled

Con-^ress OP. thi' ni^lit of April 2nd, \()\~. anri

of ihc mental [)roeesses and changes which

lid to th( framing- of that addrc^ss. It is an

el<.f|uent and effective summary of the Ameri-

can j)osition in the world and in the war.

and a complete vindication, not, perhaj)s, neces-

s.'.rih- of America's lon^' forbearance^ and delay,

but of the viril(\ unselfish, and iaealistic qualities

of the American character.
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An!:»Ri-:ss

"T Tur.

PRi:sini:NT OF THK nNrri-:i) mat
Dei.ivkrf.d at a [oint Skssiox of rin:

Two IIoi'si:.-. OF ("()xr,RFss,

April 2, I'ji;.

•..^.

riF\ rr.lCMFX OF IHF CoXGRESS :

I have; calkd the Conqrcss into cxtraf)idinary

scssi'iii liccausc ihirr arc sitIolis, V(r\- srrio 1,,

cnoiccs of policy tn In- made. ;;ncl made inimcdiau !\-,

which it was neither ri^ht nor constitutionally {)er-

nn'ssihle that I .sliould assimic the responsibility nf

nakini::^'.

On the third of February last I officiallv laid

before you the extra.ordinary announcement of the

Imj)erial Cicrman Ciovernmt nt that on and afier the

first da\- of February it was it^ purpose to put a^o'dc

all restraints of law or of humanity and use its sub-
marines to sink every vessel that soui,dit to approach
cither lh(^ i)orts of (Ireat Britain and Ireland or the
western coasts of I^urope, or anv of the [)orts con-
trolled by the enemies o-f (urmanv within the Medi-
terranean.

That had seemed to lie the (-Ijiect of the German
submarine warfare v;\r]kr in the war. but since
April of last Near the Imjxnal Oovernment had
S(/mewhat restrained the commaiuK'rs of its under-
sea I raft in conformilx with \V [Promise then o-ivo-i

to us that passenocr boats shou.'d not l)e sunk, and
that due warning would be niveii to all other vessels
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which its submarines mij^ht seek to destrDy when

no resistance was offered or escape attempted, and

can taken that their crews were L^iven at least a

fair < hance to save their li' s in their open boats.

Ihi [)re(autions taki n \\v\c meagre and hap-

hazaid enou'4h,as was proved in rH^tressin^" uistance

after instance in the progress of the cruel and un-

manl\- business; but a ctrtain decree of restraint

was observc-d.

'Jhe new [)()lic\ has swc pt cvt-ry restriction aside.

Vessels of ever\- kind, whatever tlieii llau, thtir

chai.iilri'. tin ir ( aruo, their destination, the ir errand,

hav<,' been rtilhlessl}- sent to the bottom without

warninc;' and without thought of help or mercy for

those on board, the vessels of frier.dly neutrals

aloni^ with those of belligerents.

Ilvcu hos{)ital shii)s and ships carrying;- relief to

the sorely bcTcaved and stricken [)eo[)le of Behj^ium,

though the hitter wcxv provided with safe-conduct

through the j)rescribe(l areas b\- the German Govern-

ment itself and were distinijuished by unmistakable

marks of identity, have- l,)een sunk with the same

reckless lack of com{iassion or of principle.

I was for a little while unabl(> to believe that such

thinL;s woulrl in fact be cionc^ 1)\' an\- Government

that had hitherto subscribed to the humane^ })racti(-es

of civilised nations. International law had its orii,nn

in the attc-mpt to se^t up some lav.' which would be

respected and observed U[)on the' seas, where no

nation hael rit^ht of domination and where lay the

free- highways of the world.

r<\- painful staL;e after sta<j;e has that law beem

built up, with meagre enouu^h results, indeed, after

23
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f"
'''" .•KToniplishrd th;,t ,o,ii,l |,r .l.vnninllshcfl

'••taluav^ unh a rK.r vuu. at KaM, of what th.'
JKart and cais, un., ..f niankind (Icmandrd

Ilii.sniin,mnm.,f n-lnih,.(Hmian (iovcrnmcnt
'^•'^ -^^•<!" ••-"1. unrkr th. pha ,.1 ,vtaI,atH,n and
•'-<yss,tv, and iKvansc ,t ha<l no uvapons uhnh ,t
'""'^' ''^-'t ^'

•' (x.vpt thoM uhirhit is imposs.Mc
"• -mph.y. a. ,t ,s .mphnniL^ di.m. without throuino

I"
";• ^vnuls all .n-uplrsol hun,an,tv or of rcspc-r";

'"'• 'li^' '•'nHcr.stan(hn..s that an snppoM d to underlie-
tin nitcrconr^c of the world.

.

'
"" ""' ""^v tii>nkn,- of thr loss of pn,pcTtv

involved, ,mnu nsc and smons as that ,s. hut only of
^hv wanton and whohsalr dcstrn, (,f the lives
"t non-conihatants, men, women a .a e.uldren en^aovd m pursuits which havc^ alwavs, even in the
darkest periods of modern historv, been deemed
•nn'Hvnt and le^tunate. IVopertv'ean he paid for •

f'^<' l'v<s of peaceful ana uinoeent people can"
not he. '

The present German .submarine- warfare aoainst
rommeree is a warfare a-ainst mankind, ft is", war
^^ainst all nations. American ships have h,vn sunkAmen, an lives take n, in ways wh.eh it has stirred
us very dee^plv te. le-arn e.f, but the ,shii,s and people
"f other neutral and friendly natie,ns have b^en sunkand overwhelmed m the waters in the same way
i here has been n., diseaamination. The challent'c
-s to all mankind. JCach nation must dee ide L
Itself henv it will mext it.

The choice we make fe.r ourse-lves must be made
with a moderation of .ounsel and a temperate-ness
<'f judgn.ont behtt.ng: our character and our motives
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ai a nation. VV

O
c must put excited [eelintr a\va\

ur motiw will not be rev-

a-ssertion oi

only till- xindication of

eni^e or the victoricus

the physical niit^ht of th.' nation, but

\v hi eh

risjlit, of human rii-ht, of

We are a smt^nc,' c ham{)ion.

When I add ressed the Con-^ress on the twenty-
sixth of Feljruarv hist I th( alight it would suffice to

assert our neutral rights with arms, our ri^ht to use
the seas a^amst unlawful interference, our ri<,rht to

keep our people safe- a^ninst unlawful violence. Hut
armed neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable.

Because su])marines are in effect outlaws when
used as the (ierman submarines have been used
ai,rainst merchant shi{)pin^-, it is imi)()ssible to defend
ships ao-ainst their ai lacks as the law of nations has
assumed that merchantmen would defend them-
selves against privateers or cruisers, visible craft
giving- chase u[)on the open sea. It is common
priidenc-e in su( h circumstances, grim necessity,
indeed, to endeavour to destr()\ ihem befori' they
have shown their own intention. Thev must be
dealt with upon sight, if dealt with at all.

1 he l.erman (government denies thc' right of
neutrals to use arms at all within the areas of the .sea

which it has [)roscribed, even in the ch fence of rights
which no- modern publicist has ever (juestioned their
right to defend. The intimation is convewd that
the armed guards which we have placed on our mer-
chant ships will be treated as beyond the pale of law
and subject to be dealt with as pirates would be.

Armed neutralit\ is ineffectual enough at best;
in such circumstanci-s and in the face of sue h {)re-

tensions it is Worse than ineffectual; it is likelv only
25
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iiiirsclvcs

\(i"\- roots

to proflucf wii.ii it was meant to prcvnit: it is vir-
tually certain to draw ns into the war without (ither
the rights or the elTe( luviiess of beMi-creiits.

1 here IS one ehoiee we cannot make, we are
incapable u\ niakin- : we will n(,t ch(.o..e the path of
snhmission and suffer tii.' most sacred ri-hts of our
natio!i and onr people to l>e i-n(.red (u- violated.
Ww wrongs aL;ainst which we now arra\
are not ( onimon wi-oni>s; ih,, \ mt to ih'
of human \\{v

.

With a [)rof<,und sense of the soK nin and even
tragical character of the .stip I am takin- and of the
,t,^rave responsibilities whi<h it mvolvis. but in iin-
hcsitatinn- obedi( ,i,v to what I deem mv constitu-
tional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the
recent course of the fm[)eria! (ierman Government
to In; in fact nothin- less than war ao-ainst the
(Government and peojjle of the Tnited States; that
It formallv accept the status of bellioerent which has
thus been thrust upon it; and that it take immediat< Iv
steps not .)nly to put the countrv in a more th<M-ou-h
state of defence, but also to exert ali its power and
employ all its resources to brino- the (iovernment
of the German I':mpire to terms and end the war.

What this will involve is clear. It will involve
the utm()st practicable co operation in counsel and
action with the (iovernmc-nts now at war with Ger-
many, and, as incident to that, the e.xtension to those
(xovernments of the most liberal financial credits,
in order that our resources mav, so far as pr.ssible'
be added to theirs. It wdl involve the organisation
and mobilisation of all the mat( rial resources of the
country to su])})ly the material of war and scTve
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the incidental needs of the nation ni th( most abun
clant and yit the most cronomical and efficient vvav
possible.

It will involve the immediate full equipment of
thi' navy in all ri'spe. ts. but partieularlv in supj)ly-
in-- it with the best means of dealin- with the
enemy's submarines. Itwdl involve the' immediate
addition to the armed b.nxs of the Tnited States
alr"ad\ provided for by law in ease of war, of at least
500.000 iiu n, whr. slioidd. m mv <.[)inion, be chosen
iif)on the principle of universal liabilitv to .service,
M^^\ al.so the aulh(ui,sation of subsequent additional
increm. nts of e,|ual f(,r(e .so soon as they may be
needed and can be handled in trainim,^

II will involve also, of course. th(> nrantinq- of
adequate credits to the Government, sustained, I

hope, .so far as they can eouitabl) be sustained by
the present oeneration, by weli-conccivcd taxation.
I say sustained so far as mav be equitablv by
taxation because it seems to mc diat it would be
most unwise to base the credits whVh will now be
necessary entirely on money borrowed. It is our
(intv, I most respectfully uroe. U) protect our people
so far as we' mav aoainst the verv serious hardships
and evils whieh would be likelv to arise out of the
indation which would be produee d bv vast le)ans.

In carryino- out the measures bv which these
th.no-s are to be accomplished we sho'uld keep con-
stantlv in mind the wisde)m of interferiuir as little as
possible in our e.wn preparation and in the equipment
of our own militarv forces with the dutv—for it will
be a very practical dutv-of supplvinq- the nations
alreadv at war with Germany with the materials
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uliicli they can ohtain oiiK from iis hv our assist-

anrr. Tlu} air m ihr In Id. and \\c slioidd lu'l|)

lluni in tvcrx way to l)c (tTcctivc tlurc

I .shall tak( the JilnTty of mil:l;( '^tinL:'. ihronL^li

thi' several executive d( pirtnK iits of the (lovern

nient. for th-- consideration of \onr coniniittees.

measures for the accomplishr.K nt of the s( \-erai

o[)iccts I ha\-e mentioned. 1 hope diat it will he Nour
f)leasure lo deal with them as haxiiv^ \n vn frann d

after very careful thou-ht li\ the branch of the

(lovernnient u[ion which tin r( sponsihilitv- of con-

ducting' the war and saf, -uardin- the nation will

most directly .all.

While we do these thin'.^s the.,e (hcplv
momentous thirv.'s It t us he ver\- cle;u-, and make
very clear to all the world, what our motives and our
olijects are. Mv own thoii-ht has not heen driven
from its habitual an(l iioimal course 1)\ the unnapoN
events of the last tuo months. ,ind 1 do not believe
that the thoiinlu of the nation has been altered or
clouded 1)\- llnm.

I have ( \acllv the saiiK thin-s in. mind now that

I had in mind wlu n I addressirl the Senate on the
twenty so,-,,nd of January la.st : the same that I had
in mind wh; n } ad(h-essed the ( "onui-ess on the third
of Fibruary and on the twenty-si.xth of )'"ebruar\

.

Our object now, as then, is to vindical- the prin-
ciples of pv-ace and justice in the life of the worlc!
aq-ainst selfish and autocratic power, and to set u])

amonq- the reaUv free and self noverned peoples of
the world su.'h a concert of purpose and action as
will henceforth insure th,' observance of those priii
I ifdcs.
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N< iiti-aliiv is no I(m-rr f,;,si!.lc or dcsirahlc
ulKi-f the [x.-MT (.( the u..rl(l IS iinolv. (I and tli,.

f'^cdnm of its people, and th,- m. na<c to that [ua.

c

and fre.doni lies in the ( x,.t, n.c of anto<ratie
.u;<)VHrnm(nts l.a. k. rl hv oi-anised force uhi<h is
<'"itrol|,(| uhollv hv th-ir ud!. not l.v the wdl of
then- people. \Vr havr s. ,r. the last of nc iitralit\-
m such eircnnistaneis.

\\v .-u-e at the lu-innin- of an a-v in \vhi( h it

udl he insist, d that the same standards of eonduct
and of resf).,nsihility for wron^ -doinL,^ shall he
ohserved am.,n- naiions and th( ir Covcrnnients that
arc ohserved anion- th.' individual eiti/ens of
(.'ivilisid Slates.

_

We have no (juarrel with the Clerman people.
We have no feelin- toward them hm one of sym
pathy and friendship. It was not upon their impulse-
that thur Covernment aeted in cnterino- this war
It was not with their lirevnais knowledoc. or
approval.

It was a war determined nixin as wars n.sed to
he determined upon in the old, unhai)pv davs when
peoples were nowhere- consulted liy their rulers and
wars were provoked and wa-ed in the interest of
dynasties or of little oroui)s of amhitious men wh.)
were accustomef.' to use their fellow-men as pauns
and tools.

Self-o-ovcrned nations do not hll their nei'^hhour
States with .spies, or .set the course of intrioue to
brincr about some critical [K.sture of affairs which will
give them an of)portunity to strike and make con-
quest., .Such desii,ms can be successfullv worked



ii/7 > / ///•. (' MI LI) s 1 .1 1 LS

out only iiikK r lovir and win rt no cjnc has the

rii^ht to ask (|urstions.

C'unninLily (ontrivtd |)lans of dc ((jjIimh (t

a,i,fi;rfssion cariicd, it nia\- he, from i^cncraiion to

i;4( lUTation. (an hr worked out and kcj)! fiom thi-

li^ht only within the piivae y of ( onrts or l)chind the

carcfull)- guarded conlichiK r of a narrow, {)rivilc^-cd

rh'iss. 'J luy arc happily ini[)ossihlc where public

o{)inion coniniands and insists uj)on full information

eoncciniiiL; all tln' nation's affairs.

A steadfast concert for peace can nc'Ver he main-
tained c\c([)t by a partnership of dcnux ratic

nations. No autocratic (lovirnmcnt could be
trusted to keep faidi within it or observe its

covenants. It must be a league of honour, a partner-

shi[) of o|)inion. Intrigue would eat its vitals awav;
the [)lotlino- of inner circles who coukl {)lan what
they would and render account to no one would be
a corruption seated at its very heart. Only free

peoj)les can hold their purpose and their honour
steady to a common end and prefer the interests of

mankind to an\- narrow intert'st of their own.
Does not every American feel diat assurance has

been added to our hope for the future piacc of the

world by th(.' wonderful and htartmino- things that

have been happiMiinu"" within the last few weeks in

Russia.-' Russia was known bv those who know her
best to have been always in fact (Kiikx ratic at heart

in all thc> vital ha!)its of her thought, in all the

ir.timate relationships of her fxople that spoke their

natural instinct. th( ir habitual attitude toward life.

'J he autocracy that crownc d the summit of her
political structure, lon^- as it had stood, and terrible
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as was the r(a1it\- of its pnwir, was not, in fait.

Russian in ori'^ni, ( li.iiacti r. or [tinposc; and now
it lias Ijccn shak( II oil and iIk '^^k at. ljv lu ions Rus-

sian j)co[)lc have hcin addt (1 in all their native

ina|tst)- and inii^lit to the tones that arc ti'^htin'4 for

frctdoni m the world, }(»r jiisii(c, and tor peace

Ilcre is a lit [)artncr for a Kai^ne of honour.

One of thi' things that have scrvi (1 t(t convinec

US that the Prussian autocrac)- was not and (onld

ncvt-r l)c our friend is that from the \vr\ outset of

the present war it iias filled our unsiispectinL: coin-

niunitii's and tven our offices of (iovernmc ni with

s[)ies and set criminal mtrimies ever\ where afoot

against our national iinitv and coiinsi 1, our peace

within and without, our industries and our com-
nieree.

Indt cd, it is now evident that its spies were here

even fxfore the war l)e!j;-an ; and it is unhappilv not

a matter of eonjeeture, but a fact proved in our
courts of justice, that the intri<,aies which have more
than once come perilously near to disturhino the

{)eace and dislocatino the industries of the countrx
have been carried on at the instination, with the

support, and even under the personal direction of

official ai^inls of the Imperial (iovernment ac-

credited to ilu' (iovernnKMit of the I'nited .States.

Even in checkinL,r these things and tr\ino to

extirpate them, we have sought to j)ut the most
generous interf^retation possible upon them, because
we know that their source lay, not in any hostile

feelini,^ or purpose of the Clerman [)eopIe toward
us (who were, no doubt, as icrnorant of them as we
ourselves were), but only in the selfish desions of a
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("iMVcninicnl lli.it did wli.il it pli.ixd .ind inld it>

j»( Mpic nodiiiv^. Hill di( \ Ii,i\( pl;i\rd iluir p.irl

in SI rviii'^' til (diuiiKc us ;it K ;isi tli.it that (i(iv< rn

nicnt ciitifiains no n al liu iidsiiij) lur lis and means
to act a.;amsi (nir pcHc .-md st i iint\' at its (ini

\'cn!('ii< c. I hat It ni( an-- t(; siir ii[) i ncmii^ a'^ainst

IIS at our \( r\ dcdis \\\r inti iicpicd Note to thi

(icrman Mmistir at Mcxan ('ii\ is < |m(|ii> n:

(.vidciiic.

\\'( arc a((( piiiiM dij^ ( halh hl.'! nf lio^tih [)iir

p<)S( l)((aiisc \\t know that in sm h a ( ii ivi mniciil.

IdllowiiiL^ such uu thixU. uc can nc\'( r ha\c a lri( nd ;

and ll'.at in the ipi'tscncc ot its organised pnwcr.

alua\s Imiil; in wait tn acconiijlish we know not uliai

purj)o.sc. llicif (an he no assured sccu!it\ of thi

democratic (lovcninu iits of thi' uorUi.

W'c arc now about to accept L;aL;e of battle with

this natural fix to lil>er!\- and shall, if n(cessar\.

spend the whole force ot ,nc nation to ( hci k and
nullify its pr< tensions and its pow ( r. We are i^lad,

now that we see the facts with no veil of fciKe pre-

t( nee about them, to fiLjht thus for the ultimate peace
of the World and for the liberation of its peoples,

the (ierman peoples included; for thi' rights of

nations L;nat and sm.all and the [)rivile^-e of men
cveryuhere to choose their wa\ of lifi' and of

obedience. The world must be made safe for

democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the

tested foundations of political libertw

We ha\'e no scHish ends to serve. Wo desire no
concjiiest. no dominion. We seek no indemniti<'s for

ourselves, no material compensation for th{> sacri-

fices we shall freelv make. We are but one of the
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cli;' 'piniis (il iIk ir.;lits nl m.iiikind. \\\ ^li;ill he

siiIisIk (I will n tliMsc ri'jIiN h.i\'< Ik en iii.kIc as s( (me
as th'- laitli and tlv tVicduin ol tin iiatKnis ( an

niak( tl r 111.

jiisl h( ( aiisc \\i' li'jil \\;lli>>ii' r.mcoui- and with-

(lilt scltish iil(|c(t. St I kill,; iKiihui',; lor (lUrsiK't s lur

what \V( shall wish l^ share with all tm |)( npK -,, wc

.shall, I Ircl cMiilidciit, -"iidiK t our opcrat'ons as

Ik lli^t rents without passion, and oursi lv( s observe

with proud puiK tilio the priiviph s of riqht and df

iuir pla\ We proh ss to he li'^htm^ for.

I ha\'e said nothing; of the ( lo\ ( rnnu nts allied

with til' I in[)i I i.d ( io\ ( mail nt ol ( i( rmaiu hei ausc

!he\ hav( not made war upon us or ehallennrd us

to def( nd our n^ht and oiu" honour. I he Aiislro-

I [unitarian (iovernnient has, indeed, avowed its

uiKjualified ( ndorst'ineiit and acceptance of the reck-

less and lawless suhmarine warfare ado[)ted now
wilhont dis'^niisc 1)\ the Inijieria! (ieiman (iovern-

nient, and It has. theiifon . not been possible for

this ( io\( rnnienl to receive I'ount I arnowski, the

.\nibassador recentK' nccrcflitcfl to this (iovernnient

b\- the fm|.erial and Ro\al ( lovt rnnient of .\ustria

1 lunciary ; but \h:\\ (Iovernnient has not actuallv

(•ni,'-ai.::ed in warfare ai^aiiist citizens of the United

.States on tlu' sias. and I take the libertw for the

present at ic'ist, of postponing; a discussion of our

relations with the authorities at \'ienna. We enter

this w.ar only wherc^ we are clearlv forced intf) it

because there; are no other means of defending; our

rii^hts.

It will l)e al! the easier for nstf) conduct ourselves
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ficcaiisr wo act without animus, not in cnniit\- toward
a {H(;pli' or with the desire to hnno- aiiv injurv or

disadvaiita-c u[)on ihcm, hiit only in armed opposi-
^""1 to ;in irrrsponsihlr (iovirnmcnt which has
riiroun aside all consideration^ ot hiimanit\- and ol

right and is running- amuck.
We are, let me say a^ain. the sinrerc fricncJs f)f

the (leiinan people, anrl .shall desire nolhini^' so
much as the earl\ re (.stahlishnu-nt of intimate rcla-

tionsot mutual advantage between us, howewr hard
it '"1} I'c t«»r them, for die time being, to believe
that this is spoken from our Ik arts.

We have borne widi their ])resem (lo\-ernment
through all these bitter months because of that

friendshif). exercising a patience and forbearance
which would oth( rwist' have been im[)ossil)le. We
shall, hapjidw still have an opportunitv to prove
that Jnendsliip m our daily attitude and action
toward the millions of men and women of (lerma.i
birth and nad\-e sympathy who li\-e among us and
shaie our lite, and \\t- shall be proud to prove it

towaru all who are in fact loyal to their m ighbours
and to the (iovernment in iiie hour of test.

'! hey are, most of them, as true and loval

Americ.-ms as if the\- had never known any other
fealty or all; 'fiance. 'I'hey will be prompt to stand
with us m rebuking and restraining the few who inay
be of a different mind and puri)(,se'.

If there should lu' disloyalty it will be dealt with
With a firm hanrj of stern repression; but if it lifts

Its head at all it will lift it onl\' here and there,
and without countenance except from a lawless ard
malignant few.
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It is a distressiiifT and r.ppn^sr.ivc duty, i^entle-

nn-n of the ( "on^rt'ss, which 1 have performed in

thus addrc-siuL;' \ou. '1 hert- arc it nia\ be, many
months of licr)- trial and sacriiue ahead of us. It

is a fearful thin^' to lead this i^rcat, jxaccful people

into war—into \hc most terrihU' and disastrous of

all wars, civilisatitJU itself seeminc^ to be in the

balance.

Ihit the rioht is niore precious than [)eac(>, and

we shall fiq;ht for the thinq-s which we have always

<arried nearest our hearts—for democracy, for the

ris^ht of those who submit to authority to hav( a

voice in their own government, for the rights and
liberties of small nati(Mis, for a universal dominion
of riqht b\- such a concert of free [)eoples as shall

brinti" peace and safety to all nations and make the

world itself at last free.

To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our

f( rtuncs, everxthino- that we are and everythinq- that

we have, with the pride of those who know that the

day has come when America is privilcg^ed to spend
her blood and her miqht for the principles that g-ave

her birth and ha[)piness and the peace which she
has treasured. God helping her, she can do no
other.

{'rinttd in Crent liyitain ty /fayman, Christy & Lilly, Ltd.,
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