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O human being can ask for himself a
hizher honour than that his name be
4mrolled in the list of “the noble anay of
missionaries.” That army never has becn,
-4ad is not now very large, but in its archives
@e written the names of some of the
test heroes that ever lived. Aa we
look back through the vista of years, even
in the darkest periods of the history of
istianity, wo discover noble witnesses
for tho truth and learn from their lives how
&snd » thing it is to be a missionary. The
wore closely wo scan tho record, the more
diffcult we find it to make a selection. St.
Batrick with his three hundred and sixty-

five followers in the fourth century ;
Columba with his school of the prophets at
Jonain the sixth; Aidan, of Lindisfarne,
in the seventh ; Augustine and Boniface in
the eighth ; Anschar, the apostle of the
North, in the ninth; Adelbert, the mis-
sionary among the Sclavonians, in thetenth ;
Raymond Lull in the fourteenth; Francois
Xavier in tho sixteenth ; Eliot, the apostle
to the North American Indians, in the
seventeenth ; Schwartz, Ziegenbalg, Carey
and Brainerd in the eighteenth ; and, in
the present century, such names as the
saintly Henry Martyn, Judson, Morrison,

. : { Burns, Williams, Patteson, Heber, Vander-
\§ | Kemp, Shaw and Hunt, Duff, Livingstone,

and Robert Moffat. To tho names of these
illustrious men, all now in their graves, let
us add tho name of a Canadian missionary,
still living and labouring in the good cause,
and who, judged by the fruits of his
labours, is worthy of honour and justly
entitled to all the sympathy and encourage-
ment which the Christian public have it in
their power to bestow upon him. We
allude to the Rev. George Leslie Mackay,
D. D, of Formosa. A very brief reference
to this missionary, his field of lsbour, and
his work, will suffice to justify these re-
marks. Dr. Mackay was born in the town-
ship of Zerra, Oxford county, Oxt., on the
21st of March, 1844, His parents came
from Sutherlandshire. By hisown account
he himself was a Christian from his youth
up and “ does not remember the time when
he did not love the Saviour.” Having
chosen the ministry as his calling, he studied
at Knox Collego, Toronto, and completed
his currisulum at Princeton, U. S., in 1870.
He spent the following winter in Edinburgh
attending lectures in the Free Church Col-
lege, and coming in coatact with such men
as Guthrie, Candlish, and Duff. He resolved
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to become a missionary to the heathen and
offered his services to the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, which wereaccepted, the
choico of a field being left to himself, His
attention was providentially directed tc
Formosa, where he arrived on the 9th of
March, 1873. His personal appearance is
remarkable ; rather under than over average
height, ho is ¢ well built,” dark complex-
ioned, with a pair of piercing black eyes,
an indomitable will, and perseverance in
every lineament of his face. He must have
aniron constitution to have survived the
countless attacks of fever to which he has
been subjected during the past ten years.
In the spring of 1878 he was married to a
Chinese lady who has since proved herself
in every way worchy of his choice, and
has rendered him invaluable assistance in
the great work which he has in kazd,

The Island of Formosa is on the eastern
coast of China, separated from the main-
land by a sound of about ninety miles in
width. It is 250 miles Jong, and has a pop-
ulation of about three millions. A range
of mountains, rising in some places to 12,-
000 feet, divides the island longitudinally.
The western portion is inhabited by Chinese,
the eastern, by aboriginai, savage tribes of
the Malay type. The English Presbyterian
Church has had, since 1865, a successful
mission among the Chinese who occtpy tho
southern part of the island. Until very
recently, no attempt has been made to reach
the aborigines with Christian instruction.
Dr. Mackay made choice of the northern
districts of Formosa, and established him-
self at Teamsui, a town of some importance
with a British consulate and a large staff of
Chinese officials. The surrounding country
is very beautiful and fertile, and the climate,
except in ““the rainy season,” fairly healtky.
The prevailing religion, in Formosa, asin
China Proper, is Buddhism. Rev. W, A.
Mackay of Woodstock, in an article pub-
lished some years ago, gives the following
graphic account of Dr. Mackay’s early at-
tempt at church building:—

“ As soon as he was able to speak the lan-
guage more fluently, he began to travel from
vi]laieto villagaand from towa to town, preach-
ing the Gospel, extracting teeth, and healing
the sick, passing the night, wherever night
came on, sometimes on the hillside under a

tree, sometimes in & dark damp hole of & roow,
and sometimes in an oxstabie. He travelled

bare-footed over the mountain ranges into the
savage tribes who inhabit the eastern part of
the island, and several times he was nearly
shot by them. Many times he was nearly swep:
away when wading or swimming across &
mountain torrent. Once he was in the verv
act of drowuning when one of hig student-
glunged in, and, at great risk to himself, cavel

im.” Often washe in the midst of an angry
mob that was ready to kill him. One or tw.
instances may be related. Bang-Kah, about 12
miles from Tamsui, being one of the largestcitics
in the north of Formosa, was from the becinnin,
of the work considered as a most important
centre. For five years Mr. Mackay iaboured to
remove prejudices and pave the way for the
Goapel. Knowing the state of matters in the
citygee judged that an early attempt to establi<h
a church there would inean defeat. The
Literati and wealthy citizens, with three stron;:
olans combined to keep him ort ; and the boast
became proverbial in the district that where
Bang-Kah was there would bs no chapel, ant
where a chapel was there would be no Bang-
Kah, that is, both could not exist together. A-
time passed on the country around became -o
far evangelized that a chapel stood on everv
side of this great and idolatrous eity. In 1.
end of 1877 a site was secured for a chancia:i
at once the enemy rose up to quash the work—
a mob was excited, and about 3,000 began t.
move towards the house in which Mr. Macka
and his stodents were. The mob asscmble!
three times in a8 many days,and at last a chout
was raised and immediately the building was
pulled 2own, and with such fury, that the very
stones of the foundation were dug ul;]) and liter
ally carried awsy. Mr. Mackay himself was
away that day travelling in neighbouringvi-
lages, healing the sick and preaching. Vheu
returning about dusk he got word about the
destruction of the church, and was advised to
keep away a8 the mob was waiting to kill lam.
The students in the meantime got protection in
an inn just opposite where the church had been-
On the way lie met one of lus native preachers
and decided to enter Bang-Kah to see the etu-
dents though death should be the result. He
walked with the native preacher at his side
ready to die on the sput if such should be the
will of God. The two walked straight through
a large mob in front of a heathen temple gud

roceeded towards the inn, but before reachinz
1t they had to pacs througl another mob A
length he reached the students. Themobre
mained all night yelling outside, while he ap!
his students spsnt the whole night in prayer
and praise. In the morning upwards ot 3,000
were assembled shouting and threatenmg
kill him. Fearlessly he walked out intother
midst and paced the street ‘n front of the do~
for three days. Awmongst the mob were maty
persons from other towns, some of them friendly,
so that during thece exciting days Mr Mackar

- preached and dispenced medicine in the mid
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of the angry crowd. The enemies seeing they
could not drive him out continued bitter, but
left him to establish a church in the eity. It
wag & great bumilation to them. He believes
that frow first to last God was with him saying
to the proud waves thus far ehalt thou come
but no further.”

Whatever Dr. Mackay's first impressions
of Formosa were, his first experiences were
far f:cm pleasant. It was the rainy season
snd hiz awelling-place was a stable with
many & time a foot of water on the floor.
8o soon a8 he had leained enough of the
lsnguage, be posted up the Ten Command-
ments on the door of his cabin. The
litsrati took alarm and denounced him as a
sy, 8 deceiver, a necromancer~—“a foreign
devil.” They took every means to insult
him. Tact and pluck, however, won the
day, and it was not long before he could
rejoice over his ‘‘first convert”—Giam-
Cheng-Hoa—his right-hand-men to this
day. The plan of operation which Dr.
Mackay then adopted, and which has been
sttended with such marvelous success,
closely resembled that of the Great Teacher
Himself. As soon as he had secured a
following, he began to itinerate among the
people accompanied by his disciples, to
whom he thus imparted instruction of the
most practical kind in “pastoral theology.”
But that was not sll, he gave them impro-
vised lectures in botsny, natural history,
goology, geography, anatomy, church history
and, finally, they were drilled in systematic
theology. ~ Im four ycars he had built ten
thapels and placed them under the charge
of 88 many native trained helpers, He had
¢ight more students under training, seventy-
five communicants, and 500 natives attend-
ing Christian scrvices. The mext year he
reported 160 communicants and 1,000 had
tenounced idolatry and attended Christian
worship. And so the work went on with
inereasing momentum until December 1878,
when he left the island on abrief visit to
bis native land. At that date there wero
twenty chapels, 300 communicants, and
upwards of 2,060 persons under religious
' instruction. Few missionaries have ever
bad it in their power to make such a record.
Yat,the trophies which Dr. Mackay has
%on since his return to Formosa, two years
80, are still more remarkable. His official
report for 1882 says, * We have now twenty-
dx native preachers and twonty-six chapels,
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3,000 native Christians and 350 communi-
cants ' Had we nothing more to add, we
should still have good reason to exclaim,
“What hath God wrought " Buttho half
has not heen told. What difficulties the:
missionary met with in all these years, whas
perils he encountered on land ‘and water,
bow many hair-breadth escapes from storm
and pestilence, and the assassin’s dagger !
How he established schools and hospitals,
and how at length, through the munificenco
of the people of his native county, he
lately placed the topstone on a stately col-
lege to accommodate fifty students, and.
furnished with all the appliances for a seat
of learning which present circumstances
require. Later still, the astounding intel-
ligence wags flashed along the wire, “ Two
thousand aborigines have thrown their idols
away and wish to follow the Lord of Hosts I"
“ One village after another, peopled by the
savage children of the mountain wilds,
have come ovt as a body, and already sing
our sweet hymns long in the night.”
“ What a sceno ! What an outburst of song
at the close of a marriage, when they ren-
dered, ‘How sweet the name of Josus
sounds,’ to one of their own wild mountain
airs.” “Give us,” he adds, “$2,500 that
wo may ercet fen churches. For God’s sake,
don’t refuse and don’t delay. Pray, O pray
for this work, that Jehovah Jesus may be
glorified and souls saved.”

This enthusiastic appeal electrified the
Church. Immediately there camo willing
responses from congregations, from Sabbath-
schools, and from individual members, each
offering $250 to build a chapel. The only
fear seemed to be that the chapels would
all be built before some of intending con-
tributors had time to forward their contri-
butions. FEleven additicnal chapels have
been built and supplied with native teachers.
Not only so, with the means furnished by
the Women’s Missionary Society, a splendid
building has been erected for the purposes
of a Girl's school.

There are now thirty-four stations in
North Formoss, twenty-five students in Ox-
ford College and thirty inthe Girl’s School.
Last year Dr. Mackay baptized no fewer
than siz hundred and swxty-two persons.
There are now in all eleven hundred and
twenty-eight members. A handsome and
commodious new church has been erected
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ut Bang-Kah. At every point the good
work is progressing, and there is good
ground to hope that ignorance and super-
stition will soon disappear, and the sun of
righteousness enlighten every part of this
beautiful island.

Wigsionary Cabinet.

ELIoT AND BRAINERD.

OHN ELIOT, “the Apostle of the Indi-
ans,” as he was called, was a native of
England, born in 1604. All that is known
about his early life is that he was the son of
eminently pious parents, and that he gave
his heart to God at a very early period and
became a faithful disciple of Christ. In
addition to his good home training he de-
rivod much advantage from the teaching
and example of Thomas Hooker, a clergy-
man in the neighbouring village of Baddow
who had resigned his charge and opened a
school there. Eliot finished his education
at Cambridge University and was distin-
guished for his love of languages and for
his proficiency in Greek and Hebrew. On
leaving Cambridge he became assistant to
Mr. Hooker in his school and so continued
till 1631 when he left for America, to which
country Mr. Hooker followed him two
years afterwards. Soon after landing on
the then barren shores of New England he
became pastor of & small congregation at
Roxbury, about a mile from Boston, which
continued to be his home during a period
of nearly sixty years. Here he preached
with amazing power to his fellow immi-
grants and from this place went forth from
time to time to preach the Gospel among the
native Indians, many of whom had their
haunts in the neighbouring forests. Witha
view to promote their social and spiritual
welfare, Eliot spert some fifteen yearsin
learning their difficult language. In this
he not only succeeded, but he also reduced
their language to writing, published a
grammar and dictionary, and in course of
time translated the Bible into the language
of the natives. It issaid that Eliot's Indian
Bible was the first edition of the Scriptures
published in America, And certainly he

waa the first who undertook systematically

to teach these children of the forest the
Christian religion. His desire for their
conversion became a passion and occupied
his whole thoughts. Had it not been for
his excellent wife, he would frequently
have deprived himself and his family of
the necessaries of life in his efforts to elevate
the red man. It was in the year 1646 that
he preached his first sermon to them. The
spirit of enquiry which his earnest words
called forth was very encouraging. One
after another of the Indians questioned
him. They asked him “ how he cams to
know Jesus Christ” and if God could unde-
stand prayers in the Indian language? It
was not long before many of the Indians
brought their children to be instructed.
Schools were established for their benefit.
Then he saw that no permanent good could
be accomplished until the people were
taught the industries of civilized 1ifo: he
had them collected together into villages
and set them to clearing and cultivating the
land, building houses and making roads
Several settlements of this kind wers
founded. Whitefield visited some of thes
places many years afterwards and was
struck with astonishment at the great changs
that had been wrought ; “bs could scarcely
distinguish the Indians from the English"
He gradually extended the scope of his
missionary efforts, sometimes travelling long
distances and meeting with many ditticulties
and hardships in prosecuting his labours of
love. He had no missionary society at his
back and many a time had to look to God
for food and lodging. Sometimes his lifs
was in danger from thcse who were opposed

to his preaching but he “ endured hardness

as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” In cours

of time, others, hearing of his success, gave

him such encouragement and assistance s

they could. The work prospered in the hands

of native teachers and preache 3, so thatin

1680 he could say,—* Our praying Indians

on the islands and on the mainland amount

to some thousands.” His wife died before

him at the age of eighty-four. On the 20th

of may 1690 this missionary hero passed to

his reward at the ripe age of eightysix

His last words were,— Pray, pray, pray!

Welcome joy! Come Lord Jesus!” His
mantle foll upon others who took up the
good work. On the island of Marthss
Vineyard, the Mayhews, father and son,
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lsboured with remarkable devotion during
the long period of one hundred and fifty
years for the conversion of the Indians,
many of whom gave evidence of the work
of grace in their hearts. 1In all that region
where these devoted men laboured so long
and so faithfully, there is now not 8o much
a8 & vestige of the red man remaining.
Scattered over the United States and Can-
ada there are still, however, some 400,000
Indians, about one half of whom are nomi-
psl Christians. In addition to native pastors
and teachers, 130 missionaries, under the
suspices of the various Protestant churches,
labour amongst them.

Davip BraNERD, a descendant of one of
the Pilgrim Fathers who emigrated to
America in the early part of the 16th cen-
tury, was born at Haddam, in Connecticut,
on the 20th of April, 1718, and commenced
his brief but brilliant career about fifty
years after Eliot had finished his course. It
was while studying for the ministry at
Yale College that he became seriously con-
cerned about personal religion. The first
view that he got of his own sinfulness well-
nigh overwhelmed him. Naturally of a
pensive, melancholy turn of mind, he fre-
quently gave way to despondency in the
earlier years of his minmistry. Indeed his
whole life was one of mingled conflict and
triumph. He commenced his heroic work
among the Indians near Albany, under the
auspices of ¢ The Society for the promotion
of Christian knowledge,” found.d in Edin-
burgh in 1709. This was probaily the first
missionary society in Scotland. He reached
his sphere of Jabour in April, 1743, and was
sccommodated for the night on a heap of
siraw in an Indian wigwam. As yet he was
not ordained and he had no knowledge of
the Indian language, but he spoke to the
natives through an interpreter. The num-
ber of Indians at Kaunaumeek, where he
was first stationed, was small and decroasing,
they where therefore advised to remove to
Stockbridge where they were put under the
care of the resident missivnary, and
Brainerd was soon afterwards appointed to
labour at the Forks of the Delaware River,
in Pennsylvanis, which was the head-
quarters of many of the wandering tribes.
He travelled hundreds of miles over the

mountains and through the forests, enduring
much fatigue and many hardships and for a
long time with small encouragement, until
at length he came to Crossweeksung, on the
borders of New Jersey, where his ministry
was crowned with remarkable success. His
interpreter became a convert and proved a
faithful and valuable assistant to him The
theme of all his preaching was * Christ
crucified.” On one occasion when preach-
ing on the parable of the Great Supper he
spoke with such fervour and freedom that
almoet the whole congregation were over-
whelmed by its influence and were crying
for mercy. Some of them took their weep-
ing friends by the hand, telling them of the
love of Christ and of the com.fort that is
enjoyed in Him. The influence of his
preaching spread for and wide and many
were found asking, — “ What must we do
to be saved 1” The converted Indians gave
up their roving habits, they attended the
church services ; their children were taught
in schools ; farms and gardens were laid out,
and Christian villages arose in the wilder-
ness. But all too soon. under constant toil
and exposure his health gave way. At
length, finding himself rapidly sinking from
consumption, hs lingered seven months in
the house of his friend, Jonathan Edwards of
Northampton, and there died on the 9th of
October, 1747, in the thirtieth year of hisage,
« He was distinguished ” says Edwards, his
biographer, by the purest and most ardent
love to God, by intense desires to promote
the extension of the Kingdom of Christ in
the world, and by clear and impressive
views of eternity, as if he were actually out
of the body and beheld with his eyes the
grander realities of the other world.”

A nicH merchant in St. Petersburg, at
his own cost supported a number of native
missionaries in India. He was asked, one
day, how he could do it. He replied,
“ At my conversion I told the Lord His
cause should have a part of all my business
brought me in ; and every year since I made
that promise it has brought me in more
than double what it did the year before, so
that I can and do double my gifts in His
cause.” Bunyan said :

«“ A man there was, some called him mad g

The more he cast away, the more he had,
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Ponfidence in God. Waiting for the Lord.
SEPTEMBER 7. PsarLus xxvir: 1-14. | SEpreMBER 14. PsaLus. xL: 1-17,

Golden Text, Ps. 37:1.

OTICE, (1) that this psalm is one of per
sonal experience ; (2) that the name of
“ The Lord,” like a golden thread runs through
it V.1. My light—sin is a state of darkness :
The Lord is to the soul what the sun is to the
world. He is light within, around, reflected
from us and to be revealed to us, John 1:4-9,
Afraid? If God be for us who can be against
us? Rom. 8:31. V. 2 records some past de-
liverances which lead to renewed confidence in
God. V. 3. No matter wiat calamities befal,
they who trust in the Lord are safe. Prov. 29:
25."V. 4 One thing—one thing is needful, Luke
-10: 42: that we enould strive after by all means,
Phil. 3:13. ThatI may dwell—be one of the
heusehold of God and never more at home than
when in God’s house, Ps, 122:1;1 Jn.3:2.
To enguire—as to the will of God and be instrac-
-ted how to do it. V. §. Trouble falls to the
‘1ot of all men ; happy they who know where to
-look for help and comfort, Pe. 46:1; Pro.18 :
'10. A rock—a place of security, Ps. 125: 1. V. 6.
David expresses conﬁ.din%e di“' he would ris;
superior to every trial by divine e an
wo‘t)xeld make acknowledgment of his gr:i?,ude to
‘God by suitable thank-offerings, Ps. 61: 17.
We have equal reason to do 8o too, 2Cor. 2: 14.
V. 7. There is here a sudden transition from
meditation to prayer. Hear and answer—God
does hear and answer prayer, Ps. 65:2; Jobn
16:16. The answer may be different from what
is expected and may be deferred, but it will
come in the way best for us. Mercy—salvation
isa free unmerited gift, we have need to pray
forit, 2 Tim.1:18. V. 8. God never says to
any one seek me in vain. By his Word and by
his providential dealings, He calls—invites us to
himself. A grateful heart jo#ully responds to
the call of a gracious God. V. 9. Hide not—
{et me have an abiding sense of thy presence,
Luke 24: 29. Put not away—Remembering
bow Saul had been set aside: an appropriate
prayer for us under a similar sense of unworthi-
ness, V. 10. Father and Mother—the last to de-
sert us, but even if they should do so God
will not, Tea. 49: 15. Take me up—will de-
liver me from present trouble and finally
receive me into heaven. V. 1l. Teach me—we
are very ignorant and need to be taught.  Lead
me—the sinners guide, Jn. 14: 6. A plain path
—a straightforward, honest life. V. 12, The
enemies of religion are ever on the alert to dis-
cover defects in professing Christians. V. 14

Wait on the Lord—‘“wait at his door with-

rayer ; wait at his foot with humility ; wait at
Kia table with service; wait at his window with
tancy.”—Spurgeon. We should ever be

waiting and watching, Mark 13. 35-37.

Qolden Text, Ps. 40: 8.

HIS is called one of the Messianic Psalms,
because, in part at least, it has a distinct
refrence to Christ. The first five verses seem to
refer to David’s deliverances, either from the
malignity of Saul or the rebellious plots of
Abealom. That verses 6 to 9 refer to Christ i
placed beyond doubt by the fact that Paul, ia
Heb. 10: 5-8, quotes them almost verbatim as
applicable to Him. The remaining portion of it
i8 8 prayer for mercy and grace for the psalmist
himeelf and for his friends. V. 1. waiting pati-
ently for the Lord, or a manifestation of his
grace, is often more difficult than the engaging
in active eervice for the Lord, but it is no less
incumbent upon us. A special characteristic of
our Saviour was that he never betrayed impst:-
ence. Allthrough his trials and sufferings he
evinced perfect resignation to the will of God,
Matt, 26: 39. He tnclined—a remarkable il-
lustration that God is more willing to hear than
His people are to ask, Isa. 65:24. V 2, Asthe
horrible pit and the miry clay fitly express
the defilement of sin, 80 fke rock represents
deliverance from its pollution by the mercy of
God. V.3 4 new song—a renewed expression of
jgy and thankfulness for every new mercy.
nto our God—the author of safvation, Rev. I :
5,6;6:9,10. Many shall see it—the salvation
of God—and be led to accept it, Rev, 7:9. V. 4,
Blessed is that mar. (a8 in Ps. 1.)—no matter
what his rank or station in life—who trusts in
God and in Him only, Ps. 118: 8, 9. V.5
Wonderful works—of providence and grace that
that could only be done by God. Vs. 6-9. The
language here clearly refers to the doing away
of ceremon‘al sacrifices by the coming of Christ
to work out our redemption, Heb. ch. 10. V. 9.
I have hpreached righteousness—Christ was the
great Evangelist. His special miseion wasto
preach the Gospel to sinners. His whole life
was a sermon, Isa. 61: 1. Refrained my lips—
No fear of consequences ever deterred the (freat
Teacher from declaring the truth. Joha 7:46.
Righteousness—was his constant theme—the
purest morality and the highest holiness—to all
classes without respect of persons. V. 11-17.
Reflecting on his own sinfulness, the Psalmist
in these verses prays earnestly for mercy aloog
with & humble confession of his sins and un-
worthiness. Such at least seem to be the plain
meaning of the words which are certainly ap
plicableto the circumstances in which Daw
was and they are applicable to all others in
seasons of trouble and distress who are directed
where to look for help and comfort, with the
assurance that even in the darkest hour of need
God will not forsake those who put their trust
in Him. Isa 43: 2.
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A Song of Lraise.

SsPTEMBER 21. Psavus onr. 1-22.
Goldén Text, Psalms 103: 2

LESS the Lord—to bless an individual is to
invoke the favour of God upou him: to

« bless the Lord” is to praise him by acknow-
ledging his favours with thanksgiving, Ps. 146:
1. O mysoul—praise is no mere lip-service ; it
comes from the heart, every faculty of the soul
being engaged in the service. V. 2. Strange,
yet true, man is ever apt to forget his Maker,
the source of all his blessings, not one of which
should be forgotten. Vs. 3-5 the benefits we re-
ceive from God are such as these.—(1) Forgive
nessof sins—no one else can do this for us,
Exo.34: 7. (2) Healing—we are sin-sick and
inueed of healing, Matt. 9:12. AU thy dis-
eases—including and chiefly, those of the soul,
Ps.41: 4. (3) Redemption—implying ransom
procured at & cost. We can never praise God
enough for our blessed Redeemer, Jn. 3: 16. (4)
Satisfaction—worldly delights may fill the soul
for a time, but they can never satisfy its im-
mortal cravings. God only can do that. (5)
Youth renewed—David’s early years were his
best and & lively eense of God’s goodness re-
minds him of the good old times. A like happy
experience is promised to all who wait on the
lord, Isa. 40:31. V.6. All the waya of the
Lord are right, Rev. 16: 3; all wrong shall be
righted, if not in this life, certainly in the next,
Lvke 16: 25. V. 7. Moses saw the methods of
God’s dealings in the three periods of his life,—
in his retirement, in the palace, and as leader of
Irael. V.8, Mercy aud grace are the favours
most needed by the guilty—mercy to pardan and
gme to help in time of need, Heb, 4:16. V. 9,
hen sinners forsake the evil of their ways and
seek the Lord, He will be found of them and
will no longer chide them, Isa. 55:6,7. V.10,
What cause have we to bless God that He has
not dezlt with us according to our iniquities, Ps.
130: 3. Vs. 11, 12. Boundless in extent towards
His chosen is the muercy of the Lord, Heb. 8:
1012 ; their sius shall be removed as though
they had never been, Isa. 1: 18, V.13. To those
who truly reverence his name, God is a father, 3
Cor. 6:18. V.14. He knoweth~for he made
w5, Ps.95:6, 7. Vs.15-17. How little it takes

to lay the healthiest low and how scon are desd
men forgotten ! But, how t the coatrast be-
tween the fading flower and the everlasting God !

ow precious the promise to such as keep His |
commandments | Vs, 20-21. Let angels praise !
Him; letall creatures praise him;ﬁis shall !
ot excuse me, but rather inspire me with
loftier devotion: Bress Tex Lozp O MY sovL. '

Sniumuu’s Succeeding David,

OcToBER 5. 1 Kines 1: 22--35.
Golden Text, 1 Chron. 28: 9.

DONIJAH was David’s fourth son, 2 Sam.

3: 4. His elder brothers being dead, and

his father growing old, he laid claim to the
crown, as Absalom had done before him, on the
%ountl thut be was the legal successor, forgetting
that God had not yet surrendered Ins right of
appointment. He was good-looking and fond
of horses, and spoiled by his father, 1. 6,
but he had not a single qualification fitting him
to be a king. Strange that his father should
have allowed him to act a3 he did without re-
buke. Having secured the influence of Joab and
Abiathar the priest, he made a grand feast, v.9,
and while receiving the adulation of his friends
is startled by the news that Solomon had been
anointed and duly proclaimed king. Informed
of these ﬁroceedings, Nathan had meanwhile
apprized Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, of what
was goin%on and sent her to remonstrate with
David. V.22, While epeaking to him, Nathan
himself is announced and Batheheba leaves the
matter in his hande. V. 24, Now that the
subject had been broached, Nathan speaks to
David authoritatively, putting the matter in such
a way as to arouse the old king to the gravity of
the occasion. Vs.25—27. There is not a mo-
ment to loge, “for he is gone down this day,”
¢ gurely {ou must have given him some encour-
agement! and see what has come of it, they
have actually proclaimed him king at Enrogel
—almost within the city limits,” v. 9.  Nathan
had before this announced to David God’s will
respecting the future of the kingdom, 2 Sam. 7:
4—16; and God himself had made known to
him who was to be his successor, 1 Chron. 22:
9. Vs.28—30. The old king takes in the situa-
tion ata glance and acts promptly. Solomon
shall be his successor. At this time Solomon
was only eighteen years old, but he had probably

been trained by Nathan with a view tothis office,
and certainly had been endowed with s gi‘

%liﬁcations for it by God, ch. 3: 12.
ords us a glimpse of etiquette in & Hebrew
court. Live for ever—the form of compliment
addressed to royalty, Neh. 2: 3; Dan. 2: 4
V.32. Thethree greatest men in the kingdom
were the high-priest, the Lord’s prophet, and the
commander of the household troops. V. 33.
The servants—the king’s body guard, v. 38.
Mules were then used by all the princes, 2 Sam.
13: 29. None but the king could use the state-
mule fl)::(fain of death. V.34. Divineappoint-
ment instituted the ceremony of anointing
kings for their “sacred” office, a8 emblematic
of the reguisite gifts and graces; see the case of
8aul, 1 8am. 9: 16, m@ofmvi&,l Sam. 16: 12.
Applied to our Lord, sgeu'itually, in Acts 4: 27;
and, through him, to believers in, 1 Jobhn 2: 27.
V.35. Solomon ascended the throne sixmonths
before his father’s death and reigned forty years.
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2 Luge for the Poung.

AT SET OF SUN.

If we sit down at set of sun

And count the thi. gs that we have doue,
And counting find

One self-denxins act, one word

That eased tii. Leart of him who heard,
One giance most kind,

That fell like sunshine where it went,

Then we may count this day well spent.

But if through all the live-long day
We’ve eased no heart by yea or nay:

If through it all
We've done no thing that we can trace
That brought the avnshine to a face;

No act, most vmall,
That helped some sou’, and nothing cost,
Then count that day as worse than lost,—

To live is ‘o do
What must be done;
To work aud be true,
For work is soon done.
*Tis living for others,
To lifhten their load ; .
*T'is helping your brothers,
Aund trusting in God.

SEVENTY YEARS AGO, AND MISSIONS.
A SUNDAY SCHOLAR’S BPEECH.

WHEN we talk of giving money to the mission-
aries, some boys and girls say, « What good will
that do?” It will do a great deal of good. We
can hardly tell how much good the missionaries
have done in India.

Seventy years ago in India women were burned
to death with the bodies of theirhusbands. Great
crowds of people would look on and see the
flames and smoke rising from the funeral pile,
and they would say it was all right. Seventy
years ago women would sometimes throw their
little children into the river Ganges to drown.
They thought it would please their false gods.
Seventy years ago the horrid old idol, Jugger-
vaut, would ride out, and men would throw
themeelves before it, and be crushed by the
wheels of his heavy car. Then men used to
swing high in the air by iron hooks tha. pushed
through the skin and flesh on their backs.

Seventy years! That is not so very long ago;
my grandfather lived then, and he is still living.
The minsionary who goes to India now does not
sec these dreadful things; truly the Goepel of

THE MISSIONARY LADY’S STORY.

Ta1s lady had been teaching in India, where,
several yrars ago, there was & very dreadful
famine. Very many people could get nothingto
eat, and actually died of starvation. Alany
children lost father and mother, and then were
gathered into homes calied orphanages by the
missionaries. In one of these, there were at one
time some six hundred children ; and, while the
missionaries fed and clothed them, they also
taught them of Jesus, of whom many of them
had never heard before.

Two of these little children became verysick;
and, a8 it was plain that one of them could live
but & short time, the kind teacher eaid toher,
¢ You will soon be with Jesus.”

“ The other child, who lay in a bed near her,
said, ¢ Teacher, will she go to Jesus before |
do?”

“] think she will,” was the reply.

Then the child reached out in her little band
three pennies which had been given her, and,
calling the other child by name, she said,
“Carry these to Jesus,and tell him I send them:
because I love him.”

So thisdear little child, though born a heathen,
did the best she kuew to expresa her love to
Jesus.

A GOLDEN TEXT WELL APPLIED.

A little three-year-old girl who had lately be
gun learning the ¢ Golden Texts,” took a great
fancy to some trimming her aunt was maling,
and begged her to give her a piece for Lor doll’s
dress.

*0 no! Lens, I can’t cut it,” said her aunt.

« Just a little piece, please, auntie,” pleaded
the child.

But again the aunt refused, and more emphs
tically than before. The Jittle one regarded bet
for & moment with serious eyes, then climbicg
up behind her, put both arms about her neck,
and whispered in her ear:

¢ Aunty, the Lord lubbed a cheerful gibber.”

« Here, child, take your trimming, every inch
of it,” eaid her aunt, crowding it into her hands
with an affectionate kiss and a hug,

Christ has wrought a wonderful change,
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Our Own Church,

BeQUESTS. — Among a large number of
bequests made by the late Rov. John Mac-
naughton, of Belfast, Ireland, we find one of
£100 for mission work in Manitoba and
another of £100 for French Canadian Evan-
gelization,

CoLLeGe Funp.—The annual collection
for the Union College Yund takes placo on
Sabbath 21st Septomber. It is hoped that
a liberal response will be given by every
congregation and mission station. This was
not the case last year. The amount required,
$19,000, can be got if ministers and sessions
givo the people the opportunity.

BroraermoOD.—Our Church is feeling
more and more the strong ties of resl
brotherhood. From the Atlantic to the
Pacitic she is one. She follows her members
with her prayers and her ordinances as sha
never did before, out upon the lomely
prairie, and into the glcomy forests, and
along the Railway tracks as they pierce new
territories.  Surely this is oncouraging. No
ome can tell what Presbyterianism has
suffered through past neglect. Thase who
migrated were forgotten unless they chose
to cry aloud and make themselves heard.
Thus thousanda have been lost to us —
tens of thousands—in Quebec and New
Brunswick and Western Nova Scotia, and
in some sections of Ontario too. Other
nligious bodies have to some extent wade
up for our lack of ssrvice, but our neglect
may well cause us serious thought. When
our fathers or grandfuthers were wasting
their energies in mutual conflicts in Scot-
land, the Presbyterians i:. large sections of
British North America wers as sheep with-
out a shepherd. God forbid that this sad
fault should be repeated by us with relation
‘otho new provinces in the West, or any
other section of our territory. Let us prove
our brotherhood by care, especially for the
weak and scattered members of the family.

Liszravity.—It is encouraging to note the
very marked increase in liberality upon the
pat of many of the congregations of the
Church during the past few years, especially
nconnection with the support of missionary
aud benevolent objects. This grace of liber-
dlity often manifests iteelf in a most pleasing
manner,—members of our Church spuntane-

ously handing to thoir pastor or forwarding
to tho Treasurcr of somo of the schemos an
unsolicited contribution. The other day a
generous donor handed the Rev. R. H.
Warden, o« Montreal, one hundred dollars
to be aipropriated a8 ho thought best in
the furtheranco of the Lord’s work. Very
recenily Mr. Adam Leslie, a member of
the Thurlow branch of Lev. D. Kelso's
chargo, inthe Presbytery of Kingston, hand-
ed his minister $50 appropriated for French
Evangelization, and only a year ago Mr.
Leslie in a similar way gave $50 for Home
Missions. Reader, go and do thou like-
wise, accor...ng to the measure of your abil-
ity ! A Ilittle beforo his death last spring,
the late Mr. John McClive of Stamford
township, near Niagara, romarked to his
son that he would like him to give, were he
able to do so, $100 for French Evangeliza-
tion and 100 for Foreign Missions. In
the list of acknowledgements in this ‘Record’
these sums appear as from the late Mr. John
McClive—a beautiful tribute of filial affec-
tion, as well a3 a generous contribution to the
cause of Christ. All congregations, however,
cannot be commended for liberal giving., A
cursory glance at the acknowledgementa in
any number of the *“ Recozd ” reveals the fact
that many congregations have but a very
feeble sense of the duty and privilege of
supporting the Mission Schemes of the
Church. It is not encouraging to see con-
gregations with a membership of one hun-
dred and upwards giving, $6, 8, $10; or
$12 for Home or Foreign or French Mis-
sions, when several of tke individual mem-
bers could each give far more, and that with
out denying themselves a luzury or comfort.
Many professedly Christian people have
scarcely yet begun to learn how to give for
the Lord’s cause. The pages of the * Record”
devoted to the list of acknowledgements, are
most interesting and instructive reading.

Desr ExrivcrioN.—Even very wealthy
churches are often crippled and hampered
by debt. It is a christian duty to keep out
of debt as long as we can, and when we
are reluctantly constrained to incur debt, to
wipe it out as socn as possible. It is
notorious that the  debt on the church ” has
the effect of checking the liberality of many
congregations. A subscription s asked for
a Church Building Fund, and the reply is,
“We must be just before we are generous,”
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or, “ We must drst pay off the debt on our
own church,” or, “I am sorry, but the
second instalment is due next week.” A
contribution for the College is asked, and
the same convenient formula does duty
again. So with any other scheme of the
Church. A congregational debt is sometimes
a convenient excuse ; at any rate it is an
obstacle in the pathway of benevolencs ;
college debts and mission debts are also
troublesome and embarrassing. But perhaps
the worst of all are the ‘arrears” due to
the pastor. This is 8 mean and intolerable
debt which no high-spirited congregation
could bear for a single day. Happily, this
discreditable form of debt is becoming com-
paratively rare. Where it doee exist it tends
to paralyze all ~ . energies of minister and
people, and all its effects are evil, and only
evil continually. Now no congregation can
go wrong in carrying out the apostolic in-
Junction to ‘owe no man anything, but to
love one another.’ By all means pay off
those miserable arrears. Deal at least as
honorably with your pastor as you do with
your grocer or draper. It is wonderful what
power for good two or three public-spirited
men can exert in any congregation—how
they can set an example of liberality and
provoke the zeal of many,—how they can
kindle anew a waning enthusiasm, and keep
up the standard of an honorable public
spirit. Do what you can to extingunish debt
on the congregation, on the colleges, and on
any of the schemes of the Church.

Foreroy Missios — EasTERN SECTION.—
The Board mot at New Glasgow on the 22nd
o July,and welcomed very cordially the mis-
sionaiies returned on furlough. Mr. Grant
explained the necessity for a Church build-
ing at Oropouche, Trinidad, $600 being re-
guired, and the Board agreed that collec-
tionstaken at any meetings held by Mr. Grant
beapplied to this object. A commuttee wasap-
pointed to consider the question of unit-
ing the whole work—Eastand West—under
one committee. The United Presbyterian
Church, Scotland, which supports Mr.
Hendrie, agreee to pay £75 sterling for the
buildings in his district erected by our
Church. Mr. John Gibeon was unanimously
appointed missionary to the Coolies in Deme-
rara. He is to be ordained and designated
by the Presbytery of Toronto, and is expect-
ed to sail with Mr. Grant about October 1st.

He will remain sometime in Trinidad study-
ing the language and modes of work. A lady
teacher is required at Arouca. A large and
deeply interesting meeting was held latelyin
St.Matthew’s Church, Halifax, which was ad-
dressed by Messrs. Grant, Ponertson and
Campbell. These brethren ar; now visiting
our congregations in various dire~tions as
opportunity offers or »s the Board may
direct. These visits will undoubtedly be
productive of permanent good in creating a
deeper missionary sentiment throughout our
Church. The Seveuth Annual Report of the
Truro Women's Foreign Missionary Society
shows that the Society meets monthly. A
prosperous Mission Band exists in con-
nection withit. Membership 100. Receipts
$213. It has an auxiliary at Economy.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

Turex Rivess : Quebec :—Mr. D. Currie, BA,,
was ordained and.inducted on the 21st August.

Fomesr: Sarnia: — Mr. Robt. Scrimgeour,
formerly of Glenmorris, was inducted on the
15th July.

Pavoora St. Vicroria, B.C: —Mr. D. Fn-
ser, M.A. of St. Aws., Mount Forest, was inducted
on the 5th August.

L’ANge-GarDIEN: Oftawa:—Mr. P. 8. Ver
nier was ordained on the 10tk July,

Kxox CruUrcH, REGINA: Manitoba : — Mr. A
Urquhart was ordained and inducted on the 141

May.,

&me, East RIvEr AND CaLEDONIA: Pic
tou :—Mr. John Ferry was ordained and induct-
ed on the 18th July.

CarrLs: Mr. F. W. Archibald of Truro, N.S§,
hasdeclined the call toSt.Andrew’s Church, King
ston ; Mr. Dustan to Antigonish, Pictou, and ¥r.
A. 8. Stewart to Cardigan and Grand River, P.E.
Island. Mr. A. B. Macleod of West Cape, P.E.
Island, has been called to Strath Loroe, Fictoria
and Richmond ; Mr. A. Beamer, of Wardsille,
to 8t. Paul’s Church, Walkerton, Bruce; Mr.
John Rose to Whycocomah, Pictoria and Rick
mond; and Mr. James Bennett to Cote de
Neiges, Montreal. Dr. Isaac Murray, of Vae
Colliery has accepted a call to North Sydoer,
Sydney. )

LioENsURES : Mr. A. McConechy was licensed
by the Presbytery of Quebec, on 22nd of Julr.
and Mr. Walter Laidlaw by the Presbytery of
Hamilton, on 15th of July.

———

DeMissioss : Messrs. J. McMillan and D
Fraser, M.A., both of Mount Forest, Saugeen. &
220d of July; and the congregations of Koot
and St. Andrews Churches, united on same date
Mr. T. Atkinson, of Enniskillen and Cartwrighi,

Whitby, on 15th July, and Mr. W. Anderson, of
Mulmur and Rosemont, Barrie, on 17th July.
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Weetings of Lresbyteries,

Picrov: July 18th:—The Presbytery met at
@lenelg for the ordination and induction of Mr.
John Ferry. The eongregation_embraces Glen-
elg, East River, and Caledonia, and has the
largest communion roll of any in the Maritime
Synod. Dr. Murray intimated hisacceptance of
call from North Sydney. Presbytery acquiesced
in his decision and appointed his connection with
Vale to close on the 3rd of August. Mr. Mc-
Curdy was appointed to declare the pastorate
vacant, on the second Sabbath of August.—E.
A.McCurry, Clk.

Loxsxsore & SHELBURNE: July 15th:—Mr.
Crawford was appointed moderator for the ensu-
ingyear. The f’resbytery urges congregations
to make semi-annual contributions to the Aug-
mentation Fund previous to .he 1st October and
the 1st April,—payments havin’f to bemade out
of the Fund at those datee. The liberality of
Riveredale in raising $75 for the quarter ending
May 1st was approved. This congregation

romise $118 cash, besides lumber and Iabour to
tinish their Church during the ensuing wiater.
Application for $160 from the Hunter Fund was
cordially endorsed by Presbytery. Mr. Crawford
was reappointed missionary at Riversdale.—D.
81iLes Fraszr, Clk.

Miraxionr: July 15tk :—The Presbytery met
at Bathurst. Rev. James Murray was elected
moderator for the year. Committees were ap-

inted to examine Session Records. Messrs.

erdman and Russell were appointed to super-
intend the exercises of the student catechists.
The Church property at Metapedia is deeded to
the congregation in due form. Reports were re-
ceived from the committees which visited the
following congregations in_the interest of the
Augmentation” Scheme,—New Richmond, Dal-
housie, Campbellton, Douglastown and Redbank.
The first two named hLave raised their contribu-
tions to $750, thus relieving the new Scheme
from any restﬁonsibility. uch sympathy was
expressed with Douglactown (wvine%i t) the late
fires there, and it was recommended for a grant
from the Augmentation Fund. It was expected
tat all the congregations would have been
visited before the middle of August.—Jomx Mc-
CazreR, Clk.

Barek - 8th July :—Rev. J. Mordy was elected
moderator. A resolution expressing sympathy
with Mr. Blain in uis illness was . Mr
Gourlay asked aud received leave of absence for

* months. Mr. Fe n of Chesley was
appointed tnterim clerk 1n his absence. call
from Si. Paul’s Walkerton to Mr. A. Beamer of
Wandsville was sustained and forwarded. Stand-
ing committees for the ensuing twelve months
were appointed. A lution endorsing the
principle of the Scott act and recommending its
sdoption wa:&)assed unanimously. A committee
was appointed to carry out this regolution by
making arrangements for holding meetings in

support of the act in the different congregations
within the bounds.—J. Fzrausox, CIE pro tem.

Hauiurox: July 15th:—The union of Strabane
and Kilbride and of Nelson and the congregation
on Dundas street was considered but postponed
till farther enquiry be made. Mr. Richard Pyke
was received as a missionary catechist. A minute
was adopted exBressing the regret of brethren for
the late Rev. Dr. Kemp. A memorial asking
for the establishment of a congregation in the
village of Onondaga was received and a com-
mittee appointed to make enquiry and report.
Mr. Walter Laidlaw [iave his tri:g and was li-
censed.—J. Laine, Clk.

Quesec: 22 July:—An interesting report of
the French mission work done in the Presbytery
was given. Mr. Sym was appointed to visit
Métis for the purpose of administering the sacra-
ments there. A call from Three Rivers in favour
of Mr. D. Currie, B. A., was sustained and the 21st
August appointed as the date of ordination and
induction. A call from St. Audrew’s Church,
Quebec, in favour of the Rev. A.Love, of N. B.,
was also sustained. Mr. J. R. MacLeod, delegate
to the last assembly, reported regarding the dis-
charge of his duty there. Mr. A. McConechy,
after satisfactory examination, was licensed to
preach the Gospel.—F. M. Dxwgy, Cik.

Bargie 29¢th July:—Sustained a call from
Midland to Mr. David James which he accepted.
Three years ago Mr. James took charge as or-
dained missionary of Penetanguishene, Wye-
bridge and Midland. The stations prospered
under his care, and when Mr. James’ health re-
quired him to withdraw from a field of labour
involving so much travelling and exposure, the
congregation at Midland desired his settlement
there as pastor and offered stipend of $700, about
one hundred more than the three congrega-
tions unitedly paid at the first. This call is
honourable to the congregation and missionary
alike. Mr. James Sieveright, formerly of
Prince Albert, was appointed, with leave of
Home Mission Sub-Committee, ordained mis-
sionary at Huntsrillee Mr. A. K. Caswell,
formerly of the Presbyterian Church of U. 8.
in Dakota, was received as a minister of this
Church by leave of Assembly, transferred from
Presbytery of Toronto. Mr. Caswell was ap-
pointed by the Home Mission Committee ordain-
ed missionary at Byng Inlet. Mr. W. J. Bell
was received as a student for the ministry of
the Church, and certified to Senate of Montreal
Presbyterian College.—Roszrr Moopix, Clk.

MANITORA ITEMS.

The new Synod of Manitoba and the North-
West met on_the 16th of July, Rev. Dr. Bryce,
moderator. The moderator’s sermon was a his-
torical account of North West Presbyterianism
as well as a reference to the duty of the hour.
The Synod ordered it to be printed. There are54
ordained ministers in the Synod: 17 in Pres
bytery of Winnipeg ; 7 in Rock Lake Presbytery ;
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30 in Brandon Presbytery. Of these a large
number were present, as well as a good repre-
seatation of elders. Rev. D. B. Wiimster, of
Winnipeg, was chosen Synod Clerk, and Clerk
of Winmgeg Presbytery ; Rev. W.R. Ross of
Carman, Clerk of Kock Lake Presbyteg; Rev.
J. M. Douglas of Brandon, Clerk of Brandon
Presbytery. The great question to be settled was
the mode of administering the Home Mission
Funds. Preshyteries will prepare estimates to
be submitted to o Synodical Committee, which
Committee will recommend to the Assembly’s
Committes. The Synod’s Committee will open
an account with each Presbytery. The Com-
mittee for this year has Rev. James Robertson,
Superintendent” of Missione, as Convener, and
Rev. D. B. Whimster, as Secretary-Treasurer.
The S{iod will meet next May in Brandon.
Rev’s M. McKenzie, of Montreal College, and
Jas. Todd, of Manitoba College, have been
settled—the former at Carbeﬂl'z, the latter at
Burnside. A missionary, M. McKenzie, has goune
to Fort McLeod; Rev.J. A. Cameron has gone
to Battlefond; Rev. W. McWilliam, L. L B,
has accepted the call to Prince Albert; Rev. A.
B. Baird, M.A.B.D,, has been called to Edmon-
ton; Rev. A. Urquhart to Regina; Rev. J. C.
Tibb, M. A, B. D,, to Rat Portage. The Dakota
Cauadians are drawing on the Manitoba minis-
ters. Within the last three monthathree of Ma-
nitoba Presbytery—Rev. J. Scott, W. Mullins, and
D. McGregor have goae to labor in Dakota. Not
Jess than 20 Canadian ministers are raid to be
in Dakota ministering to purely Canadian con-
gregations, Kuoox Church, Wmnipe;iv, ia to be
opened on 10th August by Rev. H. M. Parsons
of Toronto. A new church was opencd at Green
Ridge by the Superintendent of Missions. A new
Church was built under the superintendence of,
and opened by, Mr. David Anderson, B.A., a stu-
dent of Manitoba College at Medicine Hat. New
Mission Premises are in course of erection at the
Crooked Lakes Reserve, near Broadview, for the
pew Indian Mission under Rev H. McKay.
Burnside congregation, over which Rev. James
Todd was recently settled, are erecting a cowm-
modious Manse. Two new churches are being
built in the new settlements on Moose Moun-
tain. The North-western work now includes
such widely divergent pointsas Port Arthur and
ry—points about 1400 miles apart. The
Presbytesy of Winnipeg intendsgetting a laborer
for C. P. R workmen 1n the neighbourhood of
Port Arthur. Manitoba College Calendar for
1884-5 is out ; the Arts classes open on Septem-
ber 16th; the classes in Theologv on November
5th. B.
The Clan-William congregation crected a nea
log church this summer. It was opened by the
Superintendent of Missions on the 27th of July.
The Church and Manse Boa.2 m-.de a grant of
$125, which will ciear the buildini of debt.
lucfu credit is due to Mr. John MacAuley, the
missionary, for the work done. A congregation
was recently organized at Carsedale, about 25
miles north-west of Regina, with & communion

roll of fourteen. The Rev. Mr. Urquhart has
done much mission work at that point and along
Long Lake this summer. Mr. Urquhart was
called and inducted into the pastoral charge (¢
Regina on the 12th of August—the Sup rin-
tendent of micsions preaching and presiding,
Mr. P. 8. Livingston addressing the minister
and Mr. 8. J. Taylor the congregation. Ths
veople of Regina are building a brick church.
Services have been conducted in the McNicol
Ha'!l; but this is too small, and it is not suituble
for the wants of the growing congregation. The
Shanks congregation are bwiding a frame
church with a seating capacity of 150. The
g;op!e of Minnedosa are building a man«.

anitou, Fort Macleod, and Fort Qu’appelle are
moving in the direction of Church building,
Encouraging reports have been received fron
Mr. Gillanders who is labouring among Lads
Cathcart’s Colonists. Forty-four Protestant home
steaders witha population of 207 soul~are repon-
ed. From several districts letters have been re
ceived asking for religious eervices. Five or-x
fields that should have teen occupied this seawon
are without supply. If we are not to lose grouud,
this must be remedicd. About the middie of
September students will be returning to College.
Who is to take their places? Keeruita are
urgently required for about twenty congrezations,
several of which are ready to call a minister.
gvll:’o’will volunteer to cultivate this growing

e

Fhe Preshyterian Conucil.

HE great Family Council of the Proshy-
terian Churches opened in St. Enoch's
Church, Belfast, on the 24th June, and dowd
on the 4th of July. It was the grandest
meeting yet. All are agreed that the Cour
cil was thoroughly successful, and that there
is now no doubt as to its permancnce, and
its genuine usefulness. The dclegates g
thered from all the continents and manys
distant isle. It would have been a sore grief
to many a truo heart had the Presbyterian
Churches failed to mako proof of their
unity in Christ Jesus. They have happiiy
given practical proof already that iher
alliance and brotherly affection is not raers
fino talk. They havo contributed §65,000
to cid the Waldensian Churches
“ Even them who kept thy truth so pure of oid
When all our fathers worshipped stocks aud
[~tones”
And now they are engeged in raising $29:
000 to help the fecble and long persccuted
church of Bohemia.
Many papers of great interest wcre resd
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and were followed by thoughtful discussions.
Valuable statistica wers collected and sub-
mitted. Fears were entertained that the
Cumberland Presbyterians could not be ad-
mitted without offence, but these fears prov-
od groundless. Another question which
evoked a long discussion was the use of
liturgies, but the discussion waa as friendly
w it was frank.

ForeiaN Missions.

The following resolution on Foreign Mis-
sions was adopted :

« That, inasmuch as union and co-operation in
foreign mmiseionary work are in manifold res-
ts of exceedingly great value, the Council re-
Joice to learn that the churches connected with
this alliance have generally expressed an earnest
desire for as large a meacure of such union and
cooperation a8 it may be found possible to
maintain. Further, the Council, having respect
to the fact that various topics of great practical
importance in the prosecution of foreign mis-
siopary work still require earnest attention, ap-
point two committees for the purpose of consid-
ering and .reportinﬁ on such questions. In
particular, inasmuch as there are two questions
that appear to be of epecial importance in con-
zection with union and co-operation in mission-
ary efforts — viz., the constitution of mission
presbyteries and the relation of vhe mission
churches to the home churches—the committee
are instructed to approach the Supreme Courts
of the various churches counected with this
alliance with the expression of the Christian and
trotherly regards of the Council, soliciting at
the same time an early expression of their views
and suggestions on these important topics.Finally
the Council rejoice greatly because of the ac
counts brought to them from afar by their be
loved missioparies, and, acknowledging with
bartfeit gratitude the goodness of God'in 60 gra-
ciously blessing the efforts made for the further-
ance of the Gospel in all the world, the Council
would remind their brethren in the fellowship of
the Lord that an adequate response to His call
will never be given until every Christian who bas
received the Gospel owns that for this
Gospel he is s debtor to the Christ-less
world, and, in a spirit of eelf-sacrificing love,
pnys, works, and gives for the univereal exten-
sion of the kingdom of God ; and they therefore
expre:s the earnest hope that, with anew conse-
ention of beart, ministers, office-bearers, and
members of churches will endeavour to the ut-
most of their ability to fulfil the commandment
«fHim to whom all power is given in heaven
&d in earth.”

Dr. Murray Mitchell said that great pro-
&ress had already been made in union in the
foreizn mission field.

. The Free Church of Scotland referred to what
@t had already been doing in foreign missionary

work, and referred to the alliance between the
United Christian College of Madras, the United
Presbyterian and other presbyteries of Caffraria,
and expressed a hope that the union would soon
be consummated. It also referred tothe Living-
stonia mission, in which the Free Church and
the United Presbyterian Church co-operated
Dr. Lawes, being the missionary of the United
Presbyterian church. It also referred to what
had been done in Syria, where there was a mis-
sion connected with the Free church, which Ia-
boured in the closest harmony with the American
Presbyterian missionaries in Syria and the
christians connected with the Scotch mission,
which form the United Syrian church. The
Presbyterian church in Ireland was equally
warm with the rest in regard to the matter,
There were three plans that had been in oper
ation. One way was that missionaries from
Europe were forined into presbyteries, and thus
went on io connection with the whole church,
The opposite view to that was that supported by
the Southern Preslyterian church of America.
It was that the foreign missionary had nothing
to do with the native presbytery. The third way
was thatexisting in Japan, where there was no
dependence on the home church. Whatever
view was taken there were three great ideas of
the church that were koowa to their missionary
friends. They must trust to self-government,
self-support, and self-extension in the native
charches.

There are fourteen Presbyterian Churches
engaged in Mission work in India. Itis
hoped that all these will join in aiding to
form one great native Church. Attention
was called to the fact that already in the
New HEBRIDES there are eight distinct
Churches engaged in sending men and
money. Yet in the field no distinction is
known. It is all one Synod—one mission.

Tae ELDERSHIP.

Mr. James Croil presented an claborate
report on the Eldership, thus fulfilling a
duty assigned to him in accordance with a
resolution of ¢he Council at Philadelphia.
After pointing out the three theories of the
Eldership which are advocated, the report
Pproceeds:

« As to the functions of the eldership, the
ractice generally followed in the Presbyterian
hurches of the present time is in accordance
with the theory that, while the functions of
teaching and ruling both numinally belong to
Presbyters, yet the Scriptures countensnce a dis-
tribution of these duties among them, making
it the specizl duty of some to rule and of others
to tescﬁec The returns are twenty in number.
The information which they ccntain is con-

veniently arranged as follows :~(1) Qualification
for the office; (2) duties and functions of the
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eldership; (3) modes of election; (4) examina-
tion and subscription; (5) ordination ; (6) term
of service. The qualifications are substantially
the same in all the churches. The general con-
ensus of opinion on the duties and functions of
the eldership is to sit in the session and assist
the nmunister in the administration of discipline
and the ordinary affairs of the church, have a
careful oversight of the people in relation to
doctrine and practice, promote the formation of
feliowship meetings, superintend them and take
part in the exercises, visit periodically families
and members in the district assigned to them,
attend punctually upon meetings of Presbyteries
and 8ynods according to appointment, and
assist at the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper.
In all cases, the session judges of the fitness of
the persons nominated, and the commuaicants
have the right of objecting in nearly all cases.
Elders are solemnly admonished in respect of
the duties of their office prior to ordination, and

it is customary to require answers to a series of
(gxeem?ng similar to those put to caudidates for
the minis At the first, elders were elected

in nearly all the Reformed Churches annually,
but in most Presbyterian Churches at the pre-
sent time the tenure of office is ad vitam aut
cujpang. It is computed that the number of
elders in the Presbyterian Church is not less
than 190,000. The Committee believe that the
time has come for raising the eldership to a
higher plane than it now occupies by a suitable
course of training that would enable them 0 fill
the office more efficiently. The only practical
8y, on which thecommittee venture to make
is that provision might be made by Presbyteries,
with special reference to the instruction of the
eldership, for an occasional course orlectures on
the distinctive principles of Presbyterianism, the
practice and pmeed‘x)ngs of ecclesiastical courts,
ad ul:e” government and discipline of the
arch.

On this subject Dr. Chancellor said—

The elder was not & mere “lay councillor” or
assessor to the pastor. He was joint pastor and
overseer of the tlock. The ¢ object of teach-
ing was the perfection of sants, and the ruling
elders were engaged in the same work in the
more private and ordinary ways of 8 gracious
administration. Spiritual superintendence, anal-
ogous to that of a shepherd over the portion of
the fleck entrusted to his care, might compre-
hend in a single phrase the duties of the ruling
elder. That superintendence was separated into
four departments of vigilant oversight, helpful
ministratione, faithful correction, and effective
leadership. Elders must be permitted to control
such associations as eprung up in the church,
and faithful correction or the right administra-
tion of ecclesiastical discipline was a most
essentia! part of the duty. To an elder consti-
tuted as a tribunal were committed the keys of
heaven. The training, examination, and 18
sion of properly qualified persons was the most
interesting duty that the ruliug elder was
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required to perform in building up the body of
Christ. The best testimouy to the influence .f
the elder was to have it said of those under his
immediate care—* The people had a mind t,
work.” The call of the elder mnst be enforcay
by the Church courts, [f the Church wae o
move in compact phalanx, then the powerful,

rvading influence of the eldership must Le

rought 1nto requisition, even as it had beer
from Egypt until now. Passing from house to
house, tixey must spread the message, diffuse -
formation, kicdle enthusiasm, regulate zeal,
enlist all classes in the work, and marshal the
ranks for united action. Having fully emergel
from the dreary wilderness of long centuries ¢f
imprisonment und preparatory discipline, ani
havinF passed into the centre of the promised
land, let the officers of the host catch the as:ur
ance of God’s faithful word, and transmit it as
an inspiration and a pledge to others.

Lay HeLp axp Wonax's WoRE.

Dr. Munro Gibson read a paper in which
he urged the responsibility resting on all
the members of the Church to  preach the
Gospel to every creature.”

The commaud is binding on a church even
before it i3 self-sustainicg.

In the higher sphereas well as in the luwer,
in their Church relations as 1n their private life,
they should think more of giving than of gettn,,
more of work than of food, more of edification i
its active than in its passive sense. Huad nut
Presbyterianism in the past suflcred from a
plethora of doctrine in proportion 10 pracuict, uf
sermons in proportion to service, much unimm-
table speculation on matters tov high fur them,
and distracting controversies consequent thereon,
might have been spared ; if there had been more
work, more of the real hard work of wiuning
souls for Christ. In order to approach the e
of the Church, the word “work” mu-t te
writotjn in mttx)ch larger letters in their Iasscmbhesd

nods, presbyteries, congregations, hearts, au
iyves. It l.hey officers ofgﬁ}z Church were s
more free from the actnal doing of the wurk, to
keep an eye over the whole ftield, to as to be
well acquainted with its different deparuuents,
and to be ready to find the right place fur sl
right men and women, might there not bes
much better disposition of the forces, as well a
much larger forces of which to make disposition?
Then it would not be necessary, as it would not
be possible, to turn the whole force into the
Sunday-school, offering to almost everybody the
same work, a very pour way of striving after the
ideal of the Christian household which our Lond
Himself has left — < authority given Lo the ser
vants, and to every man his work.” There is o
much disposition” to restrict Church work 1
that which is done in meetings and classes, 10
the neglect of that individual dealing which 1
likely to be the most effective of all. If it were
understood and acknowl that work should
be found for everyane, questions like these wouli
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come up in all their congregations — Ought not
the ministering of the Word to be as varied asit
manifestly was iu apostolic times ? Should not
much more use be made of the musical talentin
our congregations, not only iuside in leading the
service of praise, but outside in commending the
Guspel 7 And in the outside employment of our
musical talent would not ¢ teachmﬁ and ad-
monishing in psalms aud hymns and spiritual
songs > be & much more noble and dignified ser-
vice than that of giving concerts to raise money ?
In view of the importance of winning men to the
Church as a means of winning them to Christ,
is it really the best thing toleave w official door-
keepers and pew-openers the dutyand privilege
of acting as hosts in the Lord’s house? Qught
there not to be an evangelistic department in
college for training students for the ministry?
Ought not the office of deacon to be guarded
from the secular spirit, not only by insisting on
high spiritual qualities, but also hy associating
with it some share of the ministry of the Word?
And ought not the office of deaconess to be re-
vived? Seeing there is evidently some little
difficulty in settling definitely these +imple ques-
tons, the further question is suggested,
“ What other line can be drawn than that which
\gxe providence of God without, and the Spirit of

od within, seem to indicate in each particular
case ?”

Dr. Charteris was of opinion that without
delay the Churches should ordain suitable
women to the office and work of deaconesses.
Dr John Hall pointed to the work which
women are doing at home and in the foreign
field, — doing, without any special form of
ordination. A Committee was sppointed to
consider and report to the next meeting of
Council the best means of using lay help in
the service of the Church.

PRESBYTERIAN STATISTICS.

The following statistics were submitted as
approximately correct :

In connection with the Reformed Churches
on the Eury] Continent there are 275 Pres-
byteries, 40 Synods, 4,774 pastoral charges, 3,-
412 separate congregations, 225 mission rtations,
5,242 ministers on the rol!, 4,795 ministers in
service, 22,734 elders, 6,120 deacons, 462 licen-
uates, 2,352,421 communicants, 3,097,190 adhe-
rents, 2,322 Sabbath-schools, 380 Bible classes,
4,863 Sabbath-school teachers, and an attendance
of 105,159 at Sabbatb-schoole. In the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland there are
219 Presbyteries, 44 Synods, 4,797 toral
charges, 4,961 separate congregations, 263 mis-
sion stations, 4,751 ministers on the roll, 2,504
ministers in service, 32,430 elders, 22,473
deacons, 734 licentiates, 2,999,038 communicants,
4,110,350 adherents, 7,789 Sabbath-schools, 55~
122 Bible classes, 75,898 Sabbath-school teach-
ers, and the attendance at Sabbath-schools is

441,383, In the United States there are 556
Presbyteries, 92 Synody, 12,812 pastoral charges,
2,820 weparate congregations, 206 mission sta-
tions, 10,110 ministers on the roll,2,053 ministers
in service, 44,545 elders, 19,098 deacons, 894
licentiates, 1,231,377 communicants, 672,600
adherents, 9,725 Sabbath-schools, 50 Bible
classes, 119,197 Sabbath-school teachers, and an
attendance of 1,007,378 at Sabbath-schools. In
the British Colonies there are 97 Presbyteries,
10 Synods, 1,438 pastoral charges, 2,131 separate
congregations, 867 mission statious, 1,148 minis-
ters on the roll, 1,237 ministers in service, 1,421
elders, 10,919 deacons, 83 licentiates, 167,624
communicants, 698,725 adherentz, 1,821 Sab-
bath-schools, 271 Bible classes, 12,776 Sabbath-
school teachers, and an attendance of 91,257 at
Sabbath-schools. It is stated that the incomplete-
ness of detailed statistical returns renders this
summary a very inadequate representation of
the strength of the Reformed Churches, but the
gross totals are as follows:—1,207 Presbyteries,
186 Synods, 23,821 pastoral charges, 13,384 cep-
arate congregations, 1,561 mission stations, 21,-
251 ministers on the roll, 10,589 ministers in
service, 101,130 elders, 58,610 deacons, 2,173
licentiates, 6,750,460 communicants, 8,578,795
adherents, 21,657 Sabbath-schools, 55,823 Bible
classes, 212,734 Sabbath-school teachers, and an
attendance of 1,645,177 at Sabbath-schools.
These returns do not include the Presbyterian
organizations, more or less perfect, and mainly
supported by the Alliarce Churches, in Africa,
Aeria, Oceanica, the New Hebrides, West India
Islands, and the Indian and other remote settle-
ments in North and South Americs

ORGANIZATION.

The organization of the Conncil was com-
pleted, an Executive Commission of fifty
having been appointed which is empowered
to act till the next meeting of Council.

CoNCLUSION.

The next meeting will be held in London
in 1888, the bicentenary of the Revolution.
Dr. Cairns in his concluding address spoke
of this third meeting as in some respects the
greatest of the three. It, * dissppointed our
fears, exceeded our hopes, and sent us on
our way rejoicing.” The fallest confidence
was expressed in the future strength and
usefulness of the Alliance. :

Frexoa SkrmoNs,.—Messrs. Duclos & Cruchet,
Montreal, have just published, in very attractive
form, & volume of sermons in French by Rev.
A B. Cruchet, Pastor of the Cauning St. French
Presbyterian Church, Montreal. This is the
first volume of rermoas ever printed in French
in Caoada. They exhibit marked literery
ability, are thoroughly evangelical i~ spirit and
reflect great credit on their scholarly author.
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Weclesingtical Hews,

qEHE Presbyterian Church of England is
making arrangements for & church at
<Cambridge within hail of the great University.
Saysthe Presbyterian :—Three of the wranglers
were men who had attached themselves in the
most living way to our Presbyterian cause in
<Cambridge. Mr. Alexander Anderson was Gth
wrangler. His college is Sidney Sussex. He
<omes from Coleraine, and is a Covenanter. He
has been for two years a member of the local
<committee in charge of the services, and was for
- long time one of the Sabbath-school teachers.
Mr. lElphinswne M. Moors was 28th wrangler.
He has all along been one of the best suppurters
of the cause, and one of the Sabbath-school
teachers. He is from Melbourne. His college
is St. John’s. Mr. R. Stevenson, of Peterhouse,
‘was 34th wrangler. He is another staunch sup-
porter and helper. He is a Church of Scotland
man, and hails from Dunfermline. There were
more than these, some high in the list, who gave
the Presbyterian cause a share of their support.
The honorary secretary to the local committee
is Mr. R. H. Semple, B.A., of St. John’s College.
The Welsh Presbyterians are rightly attract-
ing greater attention year by year. At the end
-of the last century their ministers became dis-
tinguished for their zeal and fervour in preach-
ing the gospel. The preachers were strong, and
threw themselves entirely into the preaching of
the gospel everywhere in North and South
Wales, and preached in chapels, houses, barns,
<commons, and wherever they could fiud a con-
gregation. Many were from home for a month
or two preaching threee times every day here
and there. So chapels were built, churches
were formed, and Sunday-schools established in
-every town, village, and neighbourhood in Waies.
During the last forty years itinerant preaching
bkas been wing less. One must be very
popular now, or else his preaching every day for
amonth in a county is not acceptable. When a
preacher happens to be on his journey it is not
easy for him to have a congregation in most
q‘laces in the mornin% and 1o the afternoon.
here are many in Wales that could have large
congreﬁntions everywhere and at any time of the
. The revivahst, R. Owen, Penmaenmawr,
has been preach1n§ almost every day, three
timer, to overcrowded conglx;egal.ions for a year
or two. But on the whole the preaching is con-
fined to chapels on Sundays. Every district has
its singing association and Sunday-school meet-
ings. There is not so much fire in the preach-
ing, but there is much more labour among the
people. There is a great danger of going from
one extreme to the other as time changes. In
the old time they considered it necessary tohave
a chapel house and a stable everywhere with the
chapel. Duriog the last forty yearsa very few
stables were built, and not many chapel honses ;
but we neglected to build rooms adjoining the
chapels to keep Sunday-schools, singing meet-

ings, Bible oclasses, &c., &c. In the chapel we
have everything, as sermons, lectures, hterary
meetings, singing meetings, &c. We are very
slow in this, but there are a few exceptions,
In the report of this body in North and South
Wales at the end of 1883, there are 1,193
churches, 1,371 chaf)els arid preaching stations,
365 schoolroome, 611 ministers, 362 preachers,
4,448 deacons, 124,565 mewmbers, 4,636 cand-
dates, 50,767 children inthe churches. Received
from the children to full membership, 3,622
and others, 10,222. Excommunicated, 2,004;
died, 2,486. Sunday-schools, 1,467; officer~ and
teachers, 23,355; Sunday-scholprs, I84562;
hearera, 276,050; collections to the mumistry,
£71,254 18s 64 ; the missions, £7,822 10s 6d;
the English cauges, £072 163 10.1; weak places,
£2,033 19s 7d; the poor, £2,429 1s 8d; to the
chapel debts, £38,634 113 11d; and other canses,
£24,983 63 11d; chapel debts at present are
£326,015 11s 2d. Two uew Enghsh clhapels
were built during the year. The number of
cominunicants in the English chnrches i< 8633,
an increase during the year of 467. Hearers,
28,865; increase, 968. All the collections m
English churches are £23,924 135 Id. Tuere
has been an encvuraging increase in members,
and collections in the Welsh and Enzhsh
churches, esrecially in the English chur:nes.
The General Assembly and the Quarterly
Association called the attention of the manthly
meetings to the necessity of starting LEngl-h
causes in some places, and to have sermons in
English now and then, and to have Engl:h
classes in other places in the Sunday-school
for those that uanderstand English better than
Wel-h.

The Presbytery of London, receivel very
kindty Principal King, of Manitoba College,
listened to his appeal, and passed a friendly
resolution. A Quaker gentleman gives io the
Foreign Mission of the Presbyterian Church of
England, £250 a year for five years. The
Churches in Scotland and Ireland are asked to
help to raise £19,000 to secure churches at
Oxford and Cambridge. It is proposed to ask
Professor Robertson Smith to preach in Cam-
bridge. The Independent congregation at Toot-
ing, with Dr. Anderson, their munister, unani-
mously acked to be received into the Pre<by-
terian Church, and now the Congregationalists
claimn the church property.

At a meeting of Caithness Free Pre<bytery at
Wick, a letter was received from the Rev. Donald
Munro, resigning his position as a Free Ciwurch
minister in consequence of the Assembly’s
refusal to cancel the decision permitting strw
mental music in public worship. The Presbytery
refused to accept the resignation, and appointed
a committee to confer with Mr. Munro.

Rev. Thomas Duncan formerly of Halifaz,
Nova Scotia, was inducted b e Presbytery
of Paisley into the Bridge of Weir Church, o
the 16th July.

The Hastie case is before the Presbytery of
Edinburgh. Mr. Hastie asks the Presbytery t
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ive himn some way of defending himself against
Sra. Scott, Phin, and Story. Happily the Hastie-
Pigot case no longer interferes withthe Calcutta
Mission. Rev.John Mackinnon, for many years
clerk of Pictou Preshytery, Nova Scoua, has
been inducted into the Free Church congregation
of Rigg, Scotland.

The Rev. J. N. Hill, formerly pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in Dwight, Iil., recently
wmitted to the status of a munister of the
Church of Scotland by the St. Andrew’s Presby-
tery, has beea appointed minister of the new
charch in counection with the Church of Scot-
fani at Prinlaws, Leslie, which was to be
opened for worship on the first Sabbath of July.

IreLaND.~The meeting of the Presbyterian
Council was a great success. Belfast honored
iteelf in the way in which it entertained the
delegaies. A much greater interest than ever
before will now be taken in Ireland by all the
branches of the Church in all parts of the world.
That country was once the centre of missionary
enterprise. Columba was the founder of the
Church of Scotland, so Dr. Story said, the even-
ing the Council was opened, and he was repeat-
ing 8 well known fact in history. Missionaries
from Ireland went in the fifth and sixth cen-
turies not only to Scotiand aud England but also
to the continent of Europe. At the close of the
17th century, Francis Mackenzie of County
Donegal crossed the Atlantic to Barbadoes and
thence to Maryland and became the founder of
the Presbyterian Church of the United States.
Itis just 200 years since he organized the first
congrugation, and some 20 years later, havingin
the meantime gone back for more ministers, he
sided in organizing the first Presbytery. With
such a missionary record which began some
1300 years ago, is it to be wondered at that the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland is a missionary
Church ? It was most fitting that the tack of
rousing up the Council to a pitch of missionary
enthusiasm was allotted to un Irishman. And
Dr. W. F. Stevenson was equal to the occasion.
He electrified the vastaudience with his burn-
ing words on behaif of the mission of the
Christian Church. Dr. Stevenson combines the
keenest literary culture with the fervid enthu-
sissm of the man of action.

The meeting held on the 4th of July, the day

after the Council closed its proceedings was one |

that will be long remembered, the Scotch-Irish
day, as it is called. Chancellor M’Cracken and
Dr. Martin discoursed at length of what Irish-
men have done in the Statex.  With not more
than an eighth of the population of that Re-
pablic they have furnished a fourth of the presi-
dents that were elected to the highest office, that
which may be called the position of an uncrown-
d king. Nor are the speeches of President Mc-
Cosh and Principal Cairns to be passed by. They
are Scotchmen pure and simple and their part
In the proceedings was hearty and appropriate.
Dr. M’Cosh indeed claims tobe in part at leastan

hmau. His professional life consists of three
equal pertods of 16 years, one of which was

‘spent in Scotland the land of bis birth, one in

Ircland when he was ,professor of Logic and
metaphysies in Queen’s College, Belfast, and
one iu America as President of Princeton College.
The Rev. John Wilson of First Killymories,
County Antrim, has just passed away after a
ministry of a little over 33 years. Until his last
illness a few weeks before his death he appeared
to be in the full maturity of hia powers, physi-
cal and mental, his natural force not having
abated. He was a native of near QGarvagh, Co.
Derry. He waa an excellent minister. During
all these years he has gone in and out among
his people in the faithful discharge of his duties,
commanding the confidence of all in a singular
manner. The writer knows that these wordsare
true, for years he saw with his own eyes and
heard with his own ears what Mr. Wilson was
and did. He rests from his labours and his
works follow him. H.

Srench Evangelization.

HE following extracts are taken from &

letter dated 14th July, to the Secretary

of the Board, from Rev. Dr. Moore, Con-

vener of the Ottawa Presbytery’s French
Committee :—

OTTAWA PRESBYTERY.

Yourletter with Mr. N. Rondeau’s report came-

to band in due course and were waiting for me
when I got home from the country. I'had seen
Mr. Rondeau and had reccived from him a
pretty full account of his labors, eo that I had a
good idea of what he is doing. Hescemsa very
iudustrious man and to all appearance he is a
good Colporteur.
On Thursdai the Presbyteay met in the Pres-
byterian church at L’Ange Gardien to license
and ordain Mr. P. 8. Vernter. The members of
the Presbytery for the most part came by the
evening train in time for the service. I went
down by the morning train and spent the day at
Mr. Vernier’s. There were representatives from
all parts of his field present to witness the ordi-
nation and to offer their congratulations.

I had the pleasure of meeting with several of
our missionaries—the Rev. J. A. Vernon, Mr.
Thomas, Mr. Clement and Miss Gobeille, the
teacher at Ripon—and of hearing from them-
selves an account of their labors and the state
of things in their several fields. Everywhere
the prospect seems hopeful, though the rate of
progress is apparently slow. And yet, as Mr.
G.—, of Perkins, said, ¢ Yes, it seems slow, but
Mr. Moore, only think what we have to contend

ainst, the dense ignorance, the grejudice 1n-
stilled into the mind from childhood by the
teaching of father and mother and of the priest,
and yet in spite of all, see what a change in the
last forty years. I remember when there was
bardly a French Protestant to be found any-
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where—he was a curiosity. Now you can find
one or more in nearly every parish ; the ¢ Suisse”
are everywhere. I tell you it is notslow. This
is the Lord’s work. It only seems slow when
we do not look round.” These are the words of
a true-hearted Christian man who came out
from Romanism nearly forty years ago and who
has since led a consistent and devoted life.

The most interesting report was that given by
Miss Gobeille. She began her school 1n May
with nine pupils, but soon had fifteen in regular
attendance, several of whom are Roman Catho-
lica. She had to begin in every case with the
A B C, but says the progress of the children 8o
far has been very gratifying.  They receive
avery encouragement at home, so that their
attention and industry are stimulated to the
utmost. Several of the older mople are learn-
ing to read that they may able to read
the word of God for themselves. Oune good
man told me how he was getting on and was
greatly pleaced with the prospect of being able
to read and write. In addition to the day school
Miss Gobeille conducts a Sabbath-school for one
hour every Sabbath. Though the time fixed is
one hour, the time occupied is really much
greater. The people are so eager to learn that
they come long before the hour for school and
linger long after the hour is past. They ask

uestions and wish her to read and sing. Some
gabbath mornings enquirers come go early that
she has hardly time to get her breakfast; and
with little intermission the interest is kept up
the greater part of the day. On week daysalso
the women gather in after school hours and sing
and ask questions sometimes until dark. On
Friday afternoon she has an hour set apart for
teaching the little girls to sew and to cut and
make their own clothes. They have only one
or two pairs of scissors, and while one or two
are working, the rest stand round and look on.
The material used for the experimental work is
paper. Already two of the little girls are wear-
1ng dresses of their own makin % I aslied, why
don’t you have more scissors ? Her rey.ly throws
some light on the circumstances of the people
in her neighborhood :—“ They have no money
to pay for them, to be sure it is only a little, but
if you have not the little what can you do?”
The women greatly admire her room and school-
house and already her example in the way of
cleanliness has had a good influence in the settle-
ment. She visits a8 much as possible and with-
out imprudently thrusting the subject on the
attention of any, improves every opportunity for
religious conversation. At first she was coldly
received by the Koman Catholic neighbors and
there were signs of opposition, but this bas to a
large extent disappeared. Miss Gobeille is en-
thusiastic in her work and hereyes brighten the
moment she begins to talk aboutit. She thinks
the work wonderfully interesting. I am confl-
dent that she is really doing a good work and
am persuaded that such echools are a very effec-
tive means of advancing the cause of truth and
righteousness.

I procured a number of French catechisms
which I have distributed among the schools
with a view to having them used as daily text
books. Several of our church members were
ve?' pleased to get them, partly for their own uge
and partly to give one oceasionally to their Ro-
man Catholic neighbours to show them what
Presbyterians believe. Romanisis have a notion
that Protestants have no religious belief avnd
these little books will, they think, do much to
remove that particular item of prejudice.

Dr. Moore adds, ¢ There ought to be no differ
ence of opinion as to the substantial character
of the work. In spite of all discouragements
good work is being done. The discouragements
we have had to tace were the inevitable accom-
paniments of the initial stages of the undertak-
ing. As pr;)éress is made these will in large
measure gradually disappear.”

The Rev. M. F. Boudreau thus writes
concerning the work in the field occupied
by him :—

ABERCROMBIE, QUE.

I began holding services here a little overa
year ago. Now we have five French Protestant
families at Abercrombie, and two more at St.
Jerome; while there are two Scotch familiesin
Shawbridge, three miles distant, who frequently
attend our services, being perfectly familiar
with French. We have an average attendarce
of 22 this summer, and the attendance con-
stantly increases.

For various reavons, the Roman Catholic
fam:lies of Abercrombie are more accessibie
than those of many other localities. A few
years ago the location of their new church led tv
serivus troubles, and aiienated many famlie.
The majority of the people wished to locate the
church on a farm which has since pasced into
the hands of one of our Protestant families, but
the Bishop decided otherwise, hence the disaf-
fection. It i3 on that very spot that e intend
{mm'ng up our little church. Again, oue of the

eading families of the place pubiicly renounced

the Church of Rome, ana the public interviews
he had with the priest shook the faith of some
of those who were present. A considerable number
have since purchased copies of the Bible or New
Testament und these are silently but powerfully
undermining the Romish system. I have seen
one or moreof these people at all our meetingsand
it was evideot from their conversation that they
came not to be amused but to be instructed.

These few French Protestant families have
just prepared a petition asking the Presbytery
of Montreal for permission and aid to erect s
mission chapel. At a meeting held on the 20h
of July the matter was fully discussed, sod
such was the enthusiasm that five families sub-
scribed $157 on the spot-  Whea it is remember
ed that with one exception these people are poor,
their generosity and enthusiasm will be zeen to
be most commendable. We hope that the other
families that have not yet been seen will increase
the amount to $200. I was told by persons who
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know the circumstances of these people, that if
Icould collect $76 I would do well. Our ex-
pectations therefore have been more than re
alized. The Lord be praised forit. There are
five persons who intend joining our Church as
goon a8 we have the communion there. Aber
crombie is twelve miles from New Glasgow,
snd the roads in some places are extremel
bad ; still I have found time to visit these people
every three weeks, and I hope I may be allowed
to go every fortnight when the church is up.

Nxw Quascow, QuUE.

The attendance at the French service in the
New Glusgow section of the fleld averages at
nt twenty. Mrs. Boudreauteaches a French
class in the Sabbath-school which numbersseven
scholars. We have had a good deal of sickness
which iuterfered with our work, though there are
only two or three of our French members who
are unable to attend the services. One young
lady umited with the Church last Sabbath on
profession of her faith. There is no change to
report. I visit a few Roman Catholic families,
but, a8 & rule, I meet with more b;gotrf and
fanaticism here than in Abercrombie. I have
noticed, however, that Roman Catholics attend
our funeral services more largely than ever.
This, I think, indicates a growing desire to know
the word of God. OQur members here are very
active, and while we do not see many Catholics
at our meetings, there is a good deal of quiet
work going on in the streets, fields &c., &c-
One book—Do you know what a Protestant
is ?’—has been lent to seven or eight families,
and at the lowest calculation thirty or thirty-
five persons have either read it or heard it read.
While we have to contend, here as elsewhere,
with many difficulties, there are many indica-
tions that the time is coming when we shall rea
it we faintnot. The Catholic p;)‘i)ulatxpu is evi-
dently less bigoted, less prejudiced against mis-
%i:nariee and %ees trammeled than at any time
fore.

Mr. Wm. Drysdale, of Montreal, a member
of the General Assembly, thus writes :—

“ As there appears still to be a disposition on
the part of some to criticise the great work of
French Evangelization as carried on by the
various Protestant Churches, and to do this
because of the comparatively emall number
that can be gathered together as the direct re-
sults of the efforts put forth by the colporteurs
and misgionaries, I desire to point out the fact
that it is utterly impossible to estimate numeri-
cally the t of this great work. During a
mgm the Far West last month, 1t was my de-
hi t to hear of very many French-Canadians,
who had been converted under the teaching and
preaching of Father Chiniquy and other mis-
sionaries of our Church. ese converts, after
coming out from the Church of Rome, were
obliged to leave their country and had gone to the
Western Statee—many rising to important posi-
tions and exercising a oreat influence for good.

In conversation with Mr. Theodore Martin of
Garfield, Chaffee Co., Colorado, a young man
who has in a few years risen to the position of
chief magistrate of that mining town, he told
me that French-Canadian Protestants were con-
stantly reaching thatdistant pointand invariably
did well, and that the teaching which they had
received in the schools of Pointe-aux-Trembles
was an immense benefit to them. There is no
doubt on my min. that if our Church had the
means of planting such educational institutes
in every district of the Province, the result
would be incalculable.

In returning from the General Assembl
I noticed a brakesman of the Grand Tmn{
Railway entering into conversation with Pere
Chiniquy, who was on the train. He
asked the venerable ex-priest if he remembered
him, Mr. Chiniquy said thathe did not, on which
the brakesman took from his pocket a French
Testament which Mr. Chiniquy had given him
in Montreal years before and whith he said was
read by him daily, giving him great comfort
and peace in believing. Such iso'ated instances
are but specimens of the results accomplished by
means of the work quietly yet persistently
carried on.”

County or Beauck, Qus.

IN the County of Beauce, in the Quebec
Presbytery, an interesting movement is
going on through the instrumentality of a
French colporteur. The Rev. J. D. Fergus-
son, minister of the Presbyterian Church,
Kennebec Road, in a recent letter refers to
it as follows :—

< There are a number of what might be called
French converts a few miles from iere. They
bave Bibles which they read and even study,
and thouéh they have not yet left the Roman
Catholic Church, they make no secret that they
will sooner or later do so. They no longer go to
confess, thoth they do_now and then go to
mass, but will go to a Protestant meeting a8
quickiy as to the Roman Catholic church. An
interesting event occurred there recently. Bisho
Racine, of Sherbrooke, was visiting there, inst

of Archbishop Taschereau, absent in Rome.
Having heard of these converts he was declaim-
ing loudly against them. Some Catholics, think-
ing to frighten them, sent for the most outspoken
to come and ventilate his views in presence of the
Bishop’s secretary. This man came with his
Bible under his arm, quite unconceraed, much
to the chagrin of those who expected to witness
his complete discomfiture. Instead of that, the
reverse was the case—the secretary was glad to
send him away, as he could not answer his
questions, nor could he puzzle him. The affair
apread far and wide and has been the talk of the
whole neighbourbood. We are now building a
small church near where these people live. It
will be ready in a fortnight and some of them
have promised to attend.
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The extracts above given from correspon-
dence received in the past ten days from
four entirely distinct sources, are illustrative
ofthe progress being made in connection
with the work of French-Canadian Evangel-
ization. There can be no doubt whatever
that an awakening is taking place in the
Province of Quebec, owing largely under
God, to the efforts put forth to give the
people the Word of Life. What is needed
is a large increase to the staff of colporteurs,
teachers and othor missionaries employed—
men of tact and zeal and thorough consecra-
tion to their work. To cnable the Board to
increase the staff and to take advantage of
new openings which are presenting them-
selves from time to time, largely increased
contributions are necessary; and for these
they are dependent on the influence and
co-operation of the ministers of the church
and the friends of the work generally. The
average salary of a colportour is $450 per
annum and of a Mission Teacher $300 per
annum. The maintenance of a pupil at the
Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools costs $50 per
gession. To every one supporting a Col-
porteur or Teacher, monthly reports of their
work will be forwarded, and to those con-
tributing $50 per annum for the Pointe-aux-
Trembles Schools a pupil will be assigned,
concerning whose progress reports will be
sent from time to time.

Encouraging as have been the results in
the past very much yet remains to be done.
Nearly a million and a quarter of our
French speaking fellow subjects in Canada
are in spiritual bondage. S:If interest, the
future weal of the Dominion, as well as tho
highest interests of these people,all demand
the most earnest and unremitting effort for
their enlightenment and evangelization. Itis
only by a broad view of the whole field and
the forces at work therein, by systematic
persevering effort, by earnest prayer and
humble dependence on the help of God’s
Spirit that the conversion of these French
Canadians to Christ and to the pure faith of
the Gospel can be effected. To accomplish
this the Board of French Evangelization
should have the co-operation and fervent
prayers of all the congregations of the
Church and of the friends of the work gener-
ally. Contributions on behalf of the work
should be addressed to the Treasurer, 198
St. James Street, Montreal.

Soreign Wissions.

Rev. W. F. Stevenson, D.D., Convener
of the Foreign Missign Committee of the
Irish Presbytorian Churcl, read a very iw-
pressive paper before the Council at Del-
fast, from which we submit the following
passages :—

PROGRESS IN A OENTURY.

Less than ahundred years azo & mission of
the Church was practically unrecognised ; when
it was brought forward it was scouted in our
general assemblies; public men, who com.
manded the attention of the country, held it up
to ridicule ; it was regarded as “the dream of a
dreamer who had dreamed that he was dream-
ing;” when it passed into the region of fact,
those who founded it held their meetings in
small parlors and vestries ; the missionaricsthat
were cmployed could be counted on_the fingers,
and the annual sum given for pianting the Gos-
pel of Christ throughoutthe world did uot exceed
a f2w hundred pounds. Yet from this moiest,
imperceptible aud unpromising beginning there
has come to be a brilliant enterprise thut -ire
and enlists the sympathies of Christian p.ople
in every part of the globe, and commands the
services of a multitude of the most daring and
heroic, learned and accomplished men ; that Las
received the goodwill and commendation of
powerful governments and eminent statesmen,
and derives svpport from the most thoughtful
minds and the most elogquent tongues; that
crowds the largest buildings, simply to hear the
reports of what it has effected ; that is sustained
by free-will %ifts, poured into its treasury by in-
numerable hands, until in & single year they
awmount to £2,275,000 ; that has sown in a vast
country like India a3 many as 4,686 echools and
planted 569 stations; that is threading its way
up every river and over every road in sull vaster
C?\ina; that penetrates to the heart of the ““ Dark
Continent,” pioneermng a path for travel and
commerce in its imp:tuous haste ; that settlesits
servants among the snows of Greenland, and
sends them to brave .n loneliness the perils of
cannibal islands—an vcoterprise that binds to-
gether the most divided communities by its
broad aimsand passionate enthusiasms, and that
has become an inseparable part and a promi-
nent part of every living branch of the Church
of God.

AWFUL CONTRASTS.

Yet after 5o many years of vigorous and suc-
cessful effort, with opposition dying out and
growing sympathy, and with certain weighty
conditions more favorable than at any previous
epoch, all that we can point to is a line of
2,700,000 Christians in Pagar and Mahommedan
lands, and behind them an awful phclanx of
about a thousand millions, mado up of nations
and whole races, dense and almost illimitable
crowds of men, unchanged, and most of them
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antouched by any Gospel. If we distribute this
etatement into a few details—In India there is a
population of 250,000,000 who are not Chris-
tians, and scattered thinly through them as the
fruit of all these years 700,000 who are; in
<hina, 70,000 Christians, and the rest, 300,000,
000; in Africa, 320,000 Christians, and besides
200,000,000 ; and while there are territories that
have become entirely Christian, they are in re-
gions like the islands of the South Seas, where
the primitive type was barbarous and where the
environment reduces influence to a cipher.
There are indirect influences, no doubt, and they
are more significant than any tabulated figures,
but they do not alter the conclusion which is
forced upon us that not only the larger fart, but
slmost the entire of the work contemplated by
the mission has yet to be done, and that, if it is
ever to be done, some larger power of the Church
of Christ must be brought 1n*> play than we
have seen at any previous period.

CONSEORATION.

After showing that the Church as a whole
is & missionary society, he proceeds:—

The Church has been consecrated to this work
by its Master, and when the consecration is ac-
<cepted, penetrating not only into assemblies and
councils, but into every little group of Christian
people, penetrating like a fire that burns into
men’s souls and then leaps out in flame of im-
pulse and passionate surrender, we shall see the
mission a8 Christ would have it to be. The
story of it, and the pitiless wail of Christless
mep, a8 they grope in their millions round the
great altar-stairs for God—aud, more pitiful
¢till, if they are eo blind as not to feel their
blindness—will be poured from every pulpit; it
will be the burden of daily prayer in every Chris-
tian home; everyone will study for himeself, as
Canon Westcott recommended the other day,
the annals of the present conquests of the Cross ;
the children will grow up, believing that this is
the aim for which they are all to live, and
churches will meet to plan their great cam-
paigns and send out the best and ablest men
they have to take part in this war of love. It
will be the cause of the hour, into which men
will pour all that they would spend on the great-
est struggle they have ever known—labor and
treasure and genius, the affections and the life,~
will pour these and more, because this cause
must always overtop every other. Itis time for
the Church to ask this consecrated spirit, to ask
for the entire congregation the consecration that
Basked and expected of the single man and
woman whom it sendsout to the Seld. Consecra-
tion, such as I have indicated, so pervading and
entire, is not impracticable. It is a large hope,
large beyond measure some would say ; but it is
confirmed by the voice of history, it is luminous
with promise. Every intensely missionary epoch
has caught something of that temper. The
Apostolic Church had no missionary socieiies,
for the Word of God sounded out from every
believer, and they went everywhere preaching

the Word. The missions of the early Middle
Ages were wrought in the spirit of the Irish
monk who eaid:—*My country is wherever I
can gather the largest harvest for Christ.” The
Moravians moved upon our modern heathenism,
not only by a_few adventurous soldiers but by
battalions. When Louis Harms became the
minister of Herrmannsburgh there was not a
man in his parish who knew what missions
meant, and when he died there was scarcely one
but was either & missionary or helping the
mission,
A SUGGESTION.

The suggestion may seem over bold ; but per
haps if there went from this Counci}, or from
some council to follow this, a letter to every
Presbyterian congregation in_the world, setting
out the facts ¢® missions and the work remain-
ing to be dong, and the relations of the mission
to the Church; pleading for this consecration
by the Holy Ghost, for the consecration of en-
ergy and prayer aud effort on this one point, and
showing with what a force we might then act on
the non-Christian peoples; and if, at the same
time, a letter were writien to every Presbyterian
missionary, assuring them of our sympathy and
of this resolve, and entreating them to pray with
us until the prayer was grauted,—great good
might result,

“rFl”

¢If the Church had always continued her
Divine mission! If, like her Divine Head, in
the day of His temptation, ehe had rejected visi-
ble royalty and political grandeur, and had con-
tinue({ to sow at all times and in every place the
Eternal Word, watering it, if needful, with our
blood! Andto-day, if Christian nations, instead
of arming themselves for I know not what for
midable slaughter in the battlefield, were to
think of carrying to another hemisphere, not
brandy and opium, but the Gospel, with all the
light, all the rights and all the liberties which
flow from it—what should we not see, and what
would not an approaching future reveal ?”

Yewish BMisgions.

HE Free Church is beginning a mission at
Tiberias. Mr. Wells, who visited Pales-

tine looking for an eligible station, says :—
At Tiberias the deputies were told by
the people that they would do almost any-
thing to obtain amongst them the presence
of a medical missionary. They perhapsdid
not appreciate his spiritual aim, but at the
same time no greater favour could be afford-
ed than to provide them with a medical
missionary. The people said they had no
faith in native doctors, but they had bound-

less faith in the Furopean physicians. Fur-
[
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ther, the deputies had been told by those
best acquainted with the subject that the
dawn of the epoch of new ideas had already
come, even amongst the most conservative
Jews in Palestine. They were becoming
restless and inquiring, and beginning to say
to the Christians, “ Why are we to be shut
out from all this wide world that lies beyond
us?” All the friends in the East recognized
this fact, and some were hopeful, some even
excited about it. On the other hand, it
might lead to the extension of' materialism
or rationalism. At all events, there was a
great stir among the Jews at present, and
the sum and substance of the advice of
those in Palestine who were admitted
authorities on the subject was that certainly
this was the time to strike in and avail
themselves of the open door. It was time
for the Church to strike in and recognize
that new forces were beginning to rise
among the Jews, and to do their very best
to get these new forces into right and health-
ful channels.

The difficulty in commending Chris-
tianity to the Jews is thus stated by Mnr.
Stalker :

They were reproached, he said, with the
little success they had achieved, the small
number of converts they had, and the large-
ness of the outlay in comparison with the
meagreness of the results. But he was con-
vinced that the various aspects of the work
were not at all understood, and perhaps
the committee had not considered the
effect of their report upon the general mind.
Hoe thought they could raise an enthusiasm
in the work if their ministers agreed, on the
Sabbath before the collection for the mission,
to tell the r.ory of the modern Jew. That
was a history which not onein a hundred of
the people knew. From the time that Chris-
tianity rose to the position of giving advice,
or of dictating to the rulers of the world,
preachers and bishops instigated the rulers
and the mob to the most barbarous cruelties
to the Jewish race. They taught Europe to
hunt them like beasts of the chase. Could
they expect those who had suffered to re-
frain from accusing Christianity of these
wrongs? Did not the opponents of religion
always charge it with the crimes of its worst
representatives? This same principle had
been applied, with the most disastrous re-

sults, not only to the history of the past but
to the present practice of Christians. One
of the greatest difficulties of the Jewirh Mis-
sion was the low state of Christianity in
Europe. Jews were mot like aborigipes,
who were away from the centres of civiliza-
tion, and who had never seen Christianity
except illustrated in the bright lives of mis.
sionaries. Would their missionaries in such
a place not tremble if their most intelligant
and hopeful converts wero translated some
Sunday afternoon to the streets of Berlin, or
some Saturday night to the Cowgate, and
told that they were looking on cities tha:
had been Christianized for centuries, and
that the actors in them were professed Chyis-
tians? But the Jews were living in such
places. They wer keen critics of the live
and characters of Christians. They wer.
eye-witnesses of that form of Christiarity
which we believed to be false, and of the
miserable devices of that Christianity which
we believed to be true. We could not be too
often reminded that Christianity required to
be balanced by the deepening of Christianity.
He believed that an argument of logic
would never convince the Jew, unless he
was swayed by the argument of example.
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ﬁHE Presbyterian Church in Canada i

honoured by God in being called to
maintasin and extend four important mis-
sions to the heathen in distant lands. This
year we have, or have had amongst us breth-
ren connected with all these missions,—Mr.
Robertson from the New Hebrides, Mr.
Grant from Trinidad, Mr. Campbell from
Central India, and Mr. Junor from Formoss.
‘We have been told through the press and
in public meetings of success which may
well kindle our warmest gratitude and
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excite the most sanguine hope. All our
missions have had their days of trial; and
trials and disappointments may be ex-
pected to the end. But in whatever direc-
tion we turn, we find abundance of ground
for thanksgiving to the great King and
Head of the Church. The darkest islands
in the New Hebrides are becoming gardens
of tho Lord. Indeed, there is no isle with
a darker record of martyrs’ biood than
Eromanga : and Eromanga is rapidly becom-
ing Christian. The New Hebrides mission
isinteresting too as the scene of harmonious
united action by some nine or ten distinct
Churches, proving clearly by the test of
experience that Presbyterians can work to-
gether in heathen lands regardless of home
divisions. The Trinidad mission is remark-
able for steady and rapid progress, and
epecially for the proportion of support re-
ceived from local sources. The Formoss
mission is singular in the rapidity of its
extension. Victory follows victory with
the most gratifying swiftness, In Central
India it would appear that our missionaries
will have to encounter steady, persistent,
unrelenting opposition, an opposition coun-
tenanced, we are ashamed to say, by a British
official. 'We have the pleasure to add that
our mission in South America is extended
80 a8 to embrace Demerara as well ag Trini-
dad. The success granted in Trinidad seems

a providential call to extend the work to |J

the Asiatics in Demerara.

Political excitement runs high among our
neighbours who are in the midst of their
campsign for the election of a President
and Vice-President. In spite of serious
depression in trade ample supplies of money
for the campaign are forthcoming. The
heat of summer does not prevent or even
delay the canvass. Herein is surely a lesson
for us who are engaged in the Lord’s work—
who seek to bring the world to the foot of
the cross, and to crown Jesus as Lord of all.
Should commercial depression be allowed
to lessen our contributions to His service?
Should we be nervously anxious with re-
spact to a few degrees more or less of heat
arcold? What others can do and suffer to
Win ag an earthly prize we can surely do to
win the approval of our Saviour and our
Judge.

Great Britain has consented to * protect”
the great island of New Guines and the

adjacent isles. It is hoped that this pro-
tectorate will extend to the New Hebrides.
The Australian provinces with one accord
eagerly desire not merely a protectorate but
immediate annexation. It is expected, how-
ever, that the action now taken will amount
to all that the Austrzlians desire. Why
should we note this extension of the empire
or manifest ary interest in it? Because it is
a step which vitally affects our New Hebri-
des mission. France fixes greedy eyes on
the large isles of that group so dear to us as
the scene of the heroic lives and the mar-
tyr deaths of our missionaries. If the
French flag is hoisted there, penal colonies
will be established where now we have
Presbyterian Churches and schools. No
woader the missionaries view with dread
such a prospect, and urge annexation to
Australia,

———

Obituaries,

WR. Jaues Nicor, elder in the Strabane
@*  congregation, died 4th June, aged 77
years. Ho was a native of Fyvie, Aberdeen-
shire, Scotland, and for 37 years faithfully
gerved the Strabane Church as an office-
bearer.

Mr. Alexander Turnbull, elder for 22
ears in Burn’s Church, Rocky Saugeen,
died 18th January last.

Mr. James Campbell, elder in Knox
Church, Ottawa, died 14th June, 1884, aged
52 years. The following resolution was adopt-
ed by the Session :—

¢ With humble submission to the dispensation
of God’s wise and holy providence, the Session
recordsthe death ofone of its members, Mr.James
Campbell, who departed this life on Saturday,
the 14th instant, in the 52nd year of his age.
Mr. Campbell had been for four years a faithful
and efficient member of this Jourt. His character
wasg singularly marked by meekness and amia-
bility, and was dee(fl{ imbued with the spint of
his Master. He delighted in His service and
earnestly sympathized with, and strove to ad-
vance every effort to promote His glory and the
ood of men. His long sickness was borne with
%}met.ian patience and hopefulness, and his
end was peace. Though hisdeath we desire to
hear anew the admonition of the Master, “ Be
ye also ready for in suck, an hour as ye think
not the Son of Man cometh.”

Rev. Thomas Fraser, aied in Montreal on
16th July, aged 93 years. Mr. Fraser may
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be said to have been the father of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada. He was or-
dained in 1819 in connection with the
Relief Church of Scotland, and was for
some time minister in Dalkeith. In 1827
he came to Canada, and became pastor of
the Presbyterian congregation in conuec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, in the
town of Niagara, then relatively a much
more important place than it is now. He
remained there a short time, and then con-
nected himself with the Dutch Reformed
Church in the United States, returning to
Canada and becoming minister of the Scotch
Church in Lanark in 1844. In 1861 he
retired from active duty, and took up
his residence in Montreal. His intellect
remained unclouded to the last, and he took
a deep interest in ecclesiastical matters. In
1867 he published a volume of sermons,affec-
tionately commended to “humble-minded

istians in plain congregations,” which
proved very acceptable to a considerable
section of the public.

Rev. Mumpoce Stewarr, M. A. This
month we have to record the death of ene
of our most venerable, amiable and accom-
plished ministers, the Rev. Murdoch Stewart.
He was born in Ross-shire, Scotland,in 1810,
and was educated at Aberdeen. Ho was
licensed to preach in 1839. In 1843 he
came to Cape Breton and was settled at
West Bay where he continued to minister
twenty-four ycars. It is much easier today
to travel from Halifax to the foot of the
Rocky Mountains than it was in 1843 to
travel from Halifax to Cape Breton. Mr.
Stewart had to confront all the hardships of
pioneer work which were in those days
numerous and often very serious. His
laboure extended over a wide district, and
he “uver spared mind or body or estate in
the service of his people. In 1868 he was
called to Whycocomah, Cape Breton, a large
and scattered charge, and here he laboured
t;l: his retirement from the active dgﬁes of
the ministry two years ago. Mr. Stewart
then removed with his ag::nily to Pictou
where he died. His last ilinees was of short
durstion. He was taken ill on Sunday after-
noon, ‘July 27th, and died painlessly and
tranquillysat a quarter to ten o'clock on the fol-
lowing Wednesday evening. Mr. Stewart was
revered and beloved throughout the Island
of Cape Breton, and in esstern Nova-Sootia

where he was widely known. Asa preacher
he was highly instructive. He wasnot a
son of thunder, his voice being weak ; but
he spoke with earnestness and effect. He
was a lnving pastor and his services were
especially dear to the sick and to the dying,
Ho was highly esteemed by his brethren in
the ministry. He continued to be a student
as long as he lived.

Wliscellancous Htems,

‘Wouax's WoRk FOR WOMAN.

The women's foreign missionary societios of
the Presbyterian Church of the United States
raised last year and paid to the treasurer of
the Foreign Board $200,000. Since these
socioties were organized fourteen years ago,
they have raised $1,700,000. This is magni-
ficent. Between 2000 and 300 femalo mis-
sionaries have been supported by theso con-
tributions ; they have also done a great deal
by diffusing intelligenco concerning the
missions of the Church. They have greatly
aided schools, colleges, orpbanages and dis-
pensaries. The reflex influences have been
of great value, Thousands, tens of thuusands,
tako a deep interest in the extension of the
Redeemer’s Kingdom who were wont to care
little for it. Work for Christ helps spiritual
growth. A gencration is rising whosc interest
in missions will bo still decper. 'Wo do not
doubt that the Women's Societies in our own
Church are doing a great work. Let their
number be multiplied.

A CLEar Rive.

Mr. Robson, in his ¢ Hinduism and its
Relations to Christianity,” says: * Gibbon
assigns the intolerance of the early Chris
tians as ome of tho principal sccondary
causes of the rapid spread of Christiauity in
tho first two centuries. The Greeks and the
Romans were quite willing to admit Christ
into their pantheon as one of their gods, and
allow worship to be paid to Ilim along with
others, but this concession the carly Chris-
tians refused. Thoy insisted that llc alore
was God, and that the others were no gods;
that He alone should bo worshipped, and that
the worship of others was a sin abominable
in His sight. Had they taken up any more
tolerant disposition than this, the mission
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of Christianity would have failed. By
bolding true to this principle they ulti-
mately overthrew the paganism of the
Roman world. It is only by a similar in-
tolerance that Christianity can be successful
in India.”

In the same article Mr. Robson says: “I
use purposely the word *intolerance,’ for it
is with this that the Hindus reproach Chris-
tianity ; it virtually amounts to love of truth.
If Christianity becomes tolerant, as Hindus
understand the word, it falls vanquished—
it becomes Hinduism. While friendly to-
ward them, it must be intolerant <: their
errors.” This is simply saying thai the truth
of Christianity, while it islovingly set forth,
must have a clear and distinct ring—must
be uncompromising in its claims— must be
emphasized as the only true religion, the
only way of salvation.

The principle isa good one in mission
fields and elsewhere. What we need as a
means of revival interest and a downright
moral earnestness in all Christian work at
home and abroad, is the clear and well-de-
fined faith which holds up, with all possible
earnestness, man as a sinnerand Christ as a
Saviour. It isnot necessary that a preacher’s
creed should bristle with his own crotchets
and extravagant expr ssions. It is not ne-
cessary to present the truth, as Dr. Lyman
Beecher once expressed it, “ butt-end first,”
or to dwell unduly upon ancient and now
obsolete forms of expression which may pro-
duce misapprehension and do bharm; but
the great truths of man’s responsibility and
perishing need, of a supernatural regenera-
tion, and of a real and indispensable and
all-sufficient atonement, should be held up
to men at home and abroad. This course,
faithfully pursued, will prove the secret of
success. Other things being equal, the faith-
ful and earmest pastor will attract the
greatest numbers and build up the strongest
churches, and the missionary who realizes
that souls about him are perishing, and that
he is to greet them in the name and with
the healing of the Great Physician, will be
the one to gather many sheaves to the eter-
ml garper.

Tee REWARD AND RESPONSIBILITT OF
‘WEALTH.

It becomes more and more apparent that
the work of Missions must lay its claims

at the door of the wealthy, if it is to
meet the demands laid upon it. Effortshave
been multiplied for years to secure the gifts
of all, even the mites of widows and the
pennies of children ; responses have been
sought from the poorest churches of the
suburb or the frontier. But the wealth of
this country is falling more and more into
the hands of the very rich, and, as a rule,
there is not a proportionate liberality attend-
ing such accumulation and concentration. It
is often said that those who have only a
competency are the largest givers, while
great wealth dries up the springs of benefi-
cence, and the real worship of the heart is
given to Mammon. Possibly our missionary
literature and our pulpit discourses have
been timid in the presence of great for-
tunes. The Apostle James preached very
plainly to the rich, and Paul taught with
ringing emphasis that according as God had
prospered every man, should his gifts be
measured.

The princely contributors to the cause of
Missions are passing away — at least among
the men of the Church; and it is a fact
which emphasizes the history of the past
year, that, with one or two exceptions, the
largo gifts have all come from Christian wo-
men. Where are the millionaires, the owners
of railroads and manufactories and unlim-
ited stocks, the miners and bankers?
Where are the many who could give their
thousands to beneficence, and never feel it}
Yet they, as well as others, have stood up
before Christian altars and vowed to conse-
crate themselves with their all to Christand
His cause.

‘ The Master hath need” of these great
railroads as truly as of the young ass at
Jerusalem. Consecrated, as they should be
to His cause, they might bear Him to still
grander triumphs. His glorious advent
would appear, not mercly on the brow of
Olivet, but on all the mountain tops of the
benighted earth. “Hard to find good in-
vestments,” do you say? Ah! possibly God
means that it shall be so. To forget His
claims is to be only a defaulter with His
trust funds.

We appeal in Christ's name that in the
gifts of the living and the bequests of the

dying, the great work of the world's eman-
cipation may be generously remembered.
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Stnl;o‘!:vxlllg zs)% c G - luw .il . Mciu!hbvm). li h\“ml'l A
sville. . - ogers, T. Sedgwick,
Cunpbellsnllo 8.00 - $587.19 (W ut)dulle. Oat.), M. Harvey, m
Dixie.......... 10.12 | QuesN's UNiversrry axp CoOLLEGE. Benaeit, D, B. Biur, br. Mcieod,
IAV lnend Charlotu:nll\. 3.15 % ExpowuesT Fexo. ‘\\}’ (xrantna,{tl; c{u:li : ;.I"L 00 ; .lam‘r
orwood ceemeanse . - - - urray. D. McNei oy . W
Dover Eut ............. 8.70 | Already ackucwledged..330.955.70 | Thorburn, (. M, Clark, $1° cach,
glt:i by e W g% Campbellford. wl((mA Douulth j‘ !}m\c. &.
o] c’b emc nrc R o 5 ac! . S. Stewart, 8. Jochn«on,
Toronto, Old 5t Avdrew's’. 13.00 Mrs.H.Gibbs, bal. on 25 500 | c0qt L S AR G S G
lympton.-.mxt.h church... 5.00 Lamrdorene. Herdman, $2)24: John | W wllag
Anne's.............. 4.25 Alex. Cochrave, 1 and 2 $3L.20. Total, 347, "4, 0f which 37
bmu.hnUe 1.75 Y. 20.00 18 interest on arrears.

SPECIAL N OTICE

‘Te the Ministers, Sabbath-Schoel Superin.
tendents and Teachers of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada.

Speclal Attention Is Called to the followiog Annsuncement

NOW READY
The Psalter and Hvrenal with Music.
“The Sabbath School Hymnal with Music.

Prepared by the Committee a ted by the General
.Assembly of the Presbyterian C| g'::or:;;: in Cf;r sada. ©

e PRICES, —
Pealter with Music, cut learves,

e . 2 .« “«

Cloth $0.75
Cape Morocco 1.25
Paalter and Hymnal with Music, bound toge(t:her. 150

Pralter and Hymns! with Musio, bound uﬁether. 2.00
orocco 2.
0.60

Sabbath-School Hymoal with Mlmc. containing
200 Hymns, bound in Cloth, per doz-
Orders should be sent mly through any bookseller in
¢he Dominion, as a large demand is cxpected.
JAMES CAMPBELL & SON,
ToroxTo.

MEETINGS OF PRESDYTERIES.

Toronto, Toronto, 2nd Sept., 11 am.

Sarnia, Strathroy, 16th Sept., 2 p. m.

Kingston, St. Aundrew’s all, Kingston 15t
Sept., 3 p. m.

Bruce, Knox Chmcb Paisley, 16th Sept., 2

Quebec, Sherbrooke, 16th Sept., 11 a. m.

Peterborough, Port Hope, 23rd Sept., 10-30 s m.

Huron, Cliaton, 9th Sept , 10 a. m.

Chatham, Chathawm, Firet Church, 9th Sept,
10 a. m.

Lindsay, Woodville, 26th Augnst,11 a. m.

Mouotreal, David Morrice H.sll TthOct, 10a. m

Pictou, New Glaj_,ow, 2nd Sept., 9-30 aan.

London, London Fimt Church, 9th Sept,
11 a. m.

Owen Sound, Owen Sound, Division St. Church,
16th Sept., 1-30 p. m.

Stratford, (nanton, Ju. beptember,.. p m.

Maitlaud, Brussels, 16th Sept., 1-30 p. m.

(:lengarry, Alexaudria, 16th Sept., 11 a. m.

Lunenburg & Shelburne, Mahone Bay, %
Sept., 2-30 p. m.

Guelph, St. Andrew’s Church, Guelph, 16k
Sept., 10 a. m.

Barrie, Bar.le, 30th September, 11 a. w.



