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I8 JBSUS COHRIST THE GREAT EXEMPLAR?

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN,

Christian theology, whether orthodox or liberal, prodicates
Jesua Christ as the Great Exemplar—tho modol, the attern for
humanity’s guidance and following. It declares, that in the
deods =~ actions of Jusus of Nazarcth, wo behold the hife line of
tho Porfect Man, which we should, so far asin uslics, imitate and
emulnte. Frocthought, however, speauking in the name and
interests of common scnse, enquires: In what wmauner is Jesus
onr great examplo—the pattern by which to mould our lives,
thoughts and deeds? Wo ure commanded to imitare his life, but
wo must have that lifo clearly presented to our minds beforo we
can be cnabled to imitate it.

How did Jeaus spend his life? Was he maurried—a husband
and father? Did he point out to us in any manner, by his
example, our duties in tho domestic relations? Varily not. On
the contrary, ho, if anything, looked unfavorably upon the mar-
riago relation (Luke xx. 35), and encourrged self mutilat.on as =
preventive of marriago, for tho kingdom of Heaven's sako (Matt,

xix. 12) ; whilo his favored apostls, Paul, inveighed right royally |

against tho marriod steie, advising all to remain singlo like him-
self. In this regard it must boe confessed, that Jesus' life affords
us no guido, no model of aotion.

Joxus, it will bo romembered, waitod until ho was thirty yearts
of age beforo cngaging in aught to help the world. What
nocessity of this?t  Why lot so many yoars of his life be wasted,
surrounded a3 ho was with sin and woo, misery and pain? If ho
posscssed, as somo suppose, tho magnetic power of healing
diseaso and relioving tho distressod and tho afflicted, he never
utilized that power till nine or ton yoars after tho attainment of
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his majority. Cun this be an example for us? Ave we to wail
till attaining tho ago of thirty years before we exert the inherent
powers we possess in our worll—labor 7 Suvely not. How then
is Jesus our Groat Exemplari It may be gaid that Jesus forbore
from cngagiug in his ministry till he was thirty, in deference to
tho custom in Judea, that fixed that age us the one in which
priests and public functionaries assumed the datios of their offices-
So much the less, thon, is this young Jew, our model and guide,
Avre we to be bound by an ancient Hebraic observance, becauso,
forsooth, Jesuy, in deforenco to it, wasted many precious yoars of
hig all-wo-brief existence on earth? The fact of his conformity
thereto proves, that, in this, as in his ontire lifo, he was strongly
imbued with Jewish prejudicos and idiosyncracics, from the thrall-
dom of which he never cmaucipated himgelf. In this respect,
then, Jesus is uo exawple for us,

But what was the natwie of Jeaus' public work during tho one
year, or tho three years, of his winistry | Was ho so emp'ayed
that we, living in tho ninvteenth century, in thomidst of civiliza-
-2 and cnlightenmont, should impicitly follow in his footsteps 1
Did ho not lead the lifo of » wandering mendicant, accompanied
by aselect coterie of fellow-mendicants, being followed from place
to placo by troops of women,—some of whom were of doubtful
roputation,—upon whose substanco he and his disciples often
lived 1 (Luke viii. 1; vii. 37-39 ; xxiii. 33.) Did ho not command
his disciples to forsake all, parents, wives, friends, homs, lands,
and follow him—to scll all and accompany him ; and declaro that
ho himself had not where to Iay his head? Did ho not leave his
comfortablo homo with lis mothor and Urethren, who regarded
bim, it would seem, as insane, and tried to check bim in his
occontric carcor, (Mark dii. 21, 31) but who were in tumn,
renouncoed by Jesus, (Mark iii. 32-35,) and if ho had not where
%o rest his hcad, was it not manifustly his own fault? Insltead of
gaining his livlihood by his trado of carpentor, ho preferrod, it
sooms, 10 bo subsisted upon the substanco of others; being oven
dovoid of money zufficiont to pay his taxos (Matt. xvil. 24-27.)

Did not tho Nazareno enthusiast require pauperism, mendicancy,
a8 absolutely indispensablo in order to fit ono to bocome his fol-
lower? and did hoe not strictly forbid his disciples to carry any
monoy with them, likewiso neither chango of clothes, nor shoes,
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|
but whithersoever they wont, to subsist entirely upon the charity
of those willing to entertain them ; at the same time threatening
etornal damnation on all thoso declining to permit themselves to |
bo ovorrun by thege peripatotic charity-seekers, thoso itinerant |
thaumaturgists 7 (Matt. x. ¢-16; Luke ix. 3-5). |

Was not the whole life of Jesus, from the incoption of hiy
ministry to his arrost in Gethsomuane, spent in this mauner, and
is such o lifo & pattern for us?  Must wo follow in the footsteps
of the Master, Christ,—renounco our friends, wives, childron,
liouses and lands, as Jesus commanded, and, gathering togother n
chosen band of ignorant proselytes, with a feeblo comprehonsion of
the grandour and oxtent of our missions and our teachings, full of
worldly ambition and intent upon guining the highest position at
our (supposed) command, as in caso of James and John (Mark x.
35.37) ; or waiting expectantly for a good round reward in the
way of possessions, houses, lands, etc., as did Peter (Matt. xix. 27-
29} ; or as iun the coso of the samo disciple, when convinced that
theso expectant possessions will never be realized, deny, with oaths,
all knowledge of us; or, like Judas, willing to betray us to torturo
md death fora handful of silver,—shall we, with these chosen
bands of unsslfish followe:s, go prowling about tho country, with-
out # penny in our pockets, billeting ourselves and bands upon ;
whatever charitable and kind-hearted poople we may encounter ; |
aund, at the samo time, consign to the lowest hell all thoso refusing
to receive and feast theso wandering vagrants, these circumforn- :
nean tramps; and, all thoso citics and towns unwilling to believe °
in the diviro mission of oumrsclves and lands, denouncoe in unmea- :

[}
i
i

sured terms es hell-deserving, reserved in wrath for fiery indigna- |
tion ¥ (Matt xi. 20-24) Wo think that oven the most infatuated
Bibliolator 11ust confess, that in this particalar, Jesus cannot Lo
taken as our :ruide, as a pattern.

Again, Jesus, although engaged in teaching somo very useful
sud practicablo precepts, laboring, as best ho could no doubt, to
induce his poeoplo to accept tho highor teachings of bhis day and
thus lift themeclves to & moro elovated moral plane, yet so con-
ducted himself,—was so far carried away by fanatical zeal—
as to incenso the authorities against him; having, through his
imprudenco and that of the enthusiastic multitude, suffered him-
sel¥ to Lo hailed as the King of the Jows, thus making himself a
political offender : this being the more flagrant on account of tho
great publicity attending his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the
capital city of the kingdowm, attended by e tumultuous mob of his
partizans, heralding him ay their king ; theroby placing bimself in
conflict with the regularly constituted authorities of the country,—
incurring the chargo of sodition, insurrection, treason. This very
unwiso conduct on his part, this placing himself in antagonism
with the Roman authoritics, was followed, immediately upon his
entry into Jerusalem, by tho violent disturbance created by him
in the temple,—tho Holy of Holies of the Jewish religion, regarded
as of peculiar sanctity, as tho abode of Jehovah himself. This
sanctity Jesus outraged by his forcible expulsion trom the temple-
court of thoso engagad in legitimate traflic,~their business being
indispensably requisite for the proper observanco of temploservice.

Coupled with this uncalled-for, extravagant, and fanatical pro-
coeding, hio daily, in the temple and public thoroughfares, leveled
fierco tirados against thorulers and leading clarses of the Jows,
full of reproachful sarcasm and bitter invectivo ; thus placing him-
self in deadly opposition, not only to tho Foman Government by
his arbitrary assumptions of regal dignity and power, but to the
suttority of the Jowish Sanhedrim,—the Scribes, Elders and Chief
Priosts. Tho natural resultant thereof followed hard upon. In a
fow days after his triumpbant (i) rido into the Holy City, ho was
arrestad both as a political and ecclesiastical offender, guilty unto
death by both the Jewish and tho Roman Law ; and, being speed-
ily condemned, was put to death, thereby through his foolish fan
aticism, bringing toan untimoly end his, in some respocts, prom-
ising caroer.

. ers being themselves Masters and Tenchers in person.

Had Jesus displayed moro forethought and discrotion in his
s1yings snd actions; restraining the impetaosity of his ardent
temporament ; kooping in chock tho fiery zoal over threatening to
burst tho bounds of moderation and dispassionate sway,—had ho

dono this, he would undoubtedly, have accomplished much more
good than really attended bis brief ministry. As it was, his auc-
cess among the Jows was fooblo indeed, ho and his claims as their
Messinh having been almost universally rejected by thom from
that day to this.

Jesng' life beinyg an oxample for our guidance, we should, ac-
cordingly, violently and abusively denounce the existing rulers in
church und state on street-corners and in tho busy marts of trude,
in church and cathedral, chapel and meoting-house ; take forcible
possession of the places of religious worship of those differing from
oarselves, drive out the pewholders and stockholders, und sot up,
instead, our authority as Heaven-appointed teachors and judges of
the world. 'Woe should also proclaim’oursolves sovereign rulers of
tho countries in which woe reside,—in America, Presidonts; in
England, Kings or Queens,—and by this means alicnate from us
the esteem and confidonco of all respectable, law-abiding people,
and bring ourselves i. conflict with the governmental authorities ;
being very lucky if wo do not thereby end our days in the State-
prison. or on the gallows. Surely, in this matter, orr Christian
brethren will hardly agsert thet we should regard Jesuvs as our
Great Exomplar.

Besides, if Jesus be the guide of humanity, not & few alone, but
all persons should walk in his footsteps ; ergo, to follow his ox-
amplo, the entire human family should constitute themselves
mendicant preachers and wiracle-workers, with bands of chosen
disciples nccompanying them ; but as each person would be himself

. or horself a preacher, it would bo impossible for anyone to obtain

disciples,~all thoso whom it would be desired to secure ss follow-
Moreover,
if all persons wero engaged in the business of parable-preaching
and in the practico of sacred thaumaturgy, there would be no

to whom to reach or upon whom to work miracles; unless,
indeed, it were dono to and upon each other. A pitiable condition
then, would the world be in, truly ! Al science, all art, =il in-
dustry, all civilization and culture, would cease, and the blooming
carth bo speedily transformed into a howling waste and a desert
wild. So much for making Jesus our model in the conduct of our
worldly affuirs.

We havo thus scen that ne portion of the life of Jesus can be
taken as an ensample for our imitation or emulation. His life
previous to his public winistry was wasted, ro far as the rendering
of any assistance to mankind was concerned. His life during his
public career was wholly foreign to that necessary for us to lead
in the nincteenth century, and was suddenly brought to & standatill
through his having provoked his own death. How then can Jesus
bo truthfully ch-racterized as our prototype, our guide, our
pattern? No one, in sooth, has evor really attempted to follow
him in his modo of life ; save, oceasionslly, a fewr pious, deluden
souls, all of whon are invariably classed as insane, lunatic, do-
mented, by ull sensible persons, The world has never seen a true
follower of Josus and nover will. No two persons over have lived
or can live, precisely tha samo life.  Each one must be true to his
or her own individuality ; honco, tho absurdity of sotting up any
one porson as a perfect pattern of a perfect man, by whom our
lives should be moulded and fashioned.

Fort LeavesworTH, Kansas, U. 8. A.

No ono can give the history of the early Christians a careful
and impartial study without perceiving that the whols stupendous
fabric is built upon fraud and imposition. This is glaringly
apparent, oven though the wholo combined cfforts of the different
scets, and a1l outsido Leliovers, who found thoir faith upon the
hible, have been turned towanrds destroying all ovidonco possible
that goos against it, whilo they cach and overy one, collectod and
carcfully made uso of all thoy couls adduce in its favor. But it
has had its day. Its downfall i sure and ocortain. Scienco is
battering at its old, timo-worn walls, and already breach after

| breach has boen offectod, and tho whole tottering edifice trombles

upon its basoless foundation.—JA{rs. E. D. Slenker.



THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

135

——— e -

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL,
PUBLISHED MONTHLY 3Y THR

Ontario Freethought Printing & Publishing Co.,

W J R HARGRAVE, Muanuging Editor, Toronto.

RUDNCRIPTION.

One Copy, one yeat, - - - - - St o)
Ono Copy, six months, . . - . B - 50
0One Copy, three months, - - N . . - . . 20
Six Coples, one year, . . - . - - . « 500

inglo Copics, - - . - . . - - Ten cents

U. S, Currency received from Amerlean Subscribers at par,
A4 All invarinblv in advanco. ¢

Advertisiug Rates mado known on application to the Managlug Editor.

Correspondence on all subjects, oxcept party politles, will receivo consider-
?llon.tbul rojected manusceript will ot be returncd, except whero return postage
8 BONL.

2T Send Post Ofllce Order, or Draft, swhen convenient,but when such cannot
bo obtaincd, money may Lo sent at our risk in rogistered letter.

Address all commmunications to
W. J. B. HARGRAVE,
191 Yoxok ST., TORONTO.

—— . e —— —

TORONTO, JUNE, 1878.

SUNDAY LAWS.

Wodo not object to Sunday being made a day of rest, evon by
Statuto ; as wae ave of opinion that both men and animals, or at
least such animals as are used by man to perform labor, requiro
such rest. Tho observance of a Sabbath, morcover, is not distinct-
ively Christian, but is obsorved by Moh:ammedan, Buddhbist, and
Christian alike. With the exceptivn of England and Auwerica,
howover, their Sabbath is a day of recreation as wel) as rest—rost
for the mind as well as body. The puritanical Eastern States,
and the equally puritanical provinces of the Dominion, bave suc-
ccoded in making Sunday a day of woo instead of rest. A day in
which all tho brightness, all the cheer, al) tho happiness is merei-
lessly crustied out from the lives of all save tho favored fow.
Boats and trains must bo stopped running, gardens museums and
theatros closed. The clerk, the mechanic and tho laborer have tho
choice between romaining in their own closo, stifling quarters,
nocessarily stiuatad on nariow choerless stroots, or going to ono
of thoso modern overs, called a church, there to Lo thrust into a
cughionless and comfortless Lack seat, to. listen to the worn out
Platitudes of some antiquated fossil called a clergyman. They are
entire strangers to tho woods, tho green fields and fresh pure air ;
strangors to some of the purest joys that life affords; condemned
to gnza on brick walls and paved stroets till the hoart sickens, and
they bocomo almost weary of life. Qur Christian law-makers and
thoso who urge upon thom tho necessity of stopping all Sunday
travel, tell us that it takos men to 1un traing and boats, to keop
musoums and gardoens open on Sunday, and that, apari from tho
scredness of the day, thoy aro sorving the causo of tho nochanic
and tho labourar whon they onact and enforce such laws,

Lot us seo if thoy are honest in their protensions. Ay Lord
DBishop and bundruds of his woalthy parishioners, tho clergy and
tho wealthy portion of avery church in fact, may be socon almost
every Sundsy, but especially on stormy Sundays in winter and
bot Sundays in summer, rolling to church in their carriages, to bo

roturned for after tho sorvices are over. On a fine Sunday after
noon our clergymon, our Jaw-makers and our judges mny be seon
in their luxurious carvinges beading for tho country to onjoy its
puro air and glorious scenery, thinking little and caring less for
thoes shoy have loft behind thewm in the dull, hot city, and who
cannot afford tue Juxury of aither a carringo of their own, or tho
oxponse of a hired one, but who, porhaps, could aflord a cheap
trip Ly train or boat, which they are denied by the utterly selfish
and unjust laws of their country, enncted and enforced by theso
pharisaical mon  For ovory two or threo persons going to church
or into the country in & carringe, at least one, and oftener two men
and one or moro horses aro doprived of that vest which they toll
us * God” commanded for both man and animal on that day,
while n steambont or railway train carryii g five hundrod passen-
gors would require at most, six or seven wmen, and yot they have
the impudence to tell us that it is in the interest of the laborer
tho law is enacted ; that it is the good of the poor labourer thoy
have at heart. Shame on such insulting and transparent hypoe-
racy! Wo aro fur from being Socialists, far from advocating
Communism, but if traing and boats are not allowed to rum, if
gardens and musenms must bo closed, we would not be sorry to
seo overy carriago on its way to church or to the country stopped,
by forco if uccessary, in order that tho law might be felt in all its
rigor by all classes of citizons alike. If that were done, not by a
fow, but by tho pcople generally, weo would soon have thousands
of advocates for a more reagonable law, and wo would be quickly
emancipated from the dull, leaden, oppressive atmosphero of a
puritanical Christian sabbath. We wero told by a clorgyman the
other day, that the poor, i’ good, would get their reward in the
next world for all the privation, misery and injustico thoy bad
suffered in this; but wo do not beliove that ono who bas made, (if
their theory be true), such a bungle of this world, who suffers such
injustico horo, will be either willing or ablo to do any better in tho
noxt, even if theve €5 & noxt.

ATLCOHOL.

Wo do not agreo with thoso who think restrictive, or oven pro-
hibitory laws are wrong. 'We admit the principle that the State
has the right to contro! the tradn in alcobol, when we conderan
thoso who aro engaged in its manufacturc or salo to pay & heavy
license for tho privilege, and fo rco them to suspond thoe sulc at
certain hours. If tho sale of liquor is beneficial to the commu-
nity, we havo no right to place upon it any burden to which other
trades aro not subjected.  Few will havo the hardihood to assert
that the unrestricted trade in Alechol would not be bancful to any
community,and none would daro to assort that it would be a posi-
tive bonefit. By almost unanimous consent 6o ie restriction
must be placed upon it, and it must bo subjected to burdens
from which ordinary trades arc exempt. No ono objects to so
rostrictiag tho sale of morphine, arsenic, and other liko poisons,
that a porson can procure them only upon tho ordor of & physician,
and yet wo think it will be admitted almost universally that
Aleobol, in its various forms, is the cause of more suffering, discaso
and death, than all other poisons could possibly be, aven if the
lattor wore allowed to bo sold withont any restrictions whatever
Wo do ohject, howover, to Christians arrogating to themsslves tho
right to dictate in tho matter, and to the claim that their *“ God "
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is on tho side of temperanco, a8 understood by prohibitionists.
It is n fact which cannot b successfully disputed that tho teaching |
of tho biblo has Leen ono of tho main cnuses of thoe drinking cus- |
toms of Europe and Amoricn. Thio Christian nations are par
excell-nce the drunken natior~ of the carth. Tho Chinees use
opium instead of liquor, but did not do so until it was first intro-
duced, and thon forced upon them by Christian Lnglund, The |
bible does suy “No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of |
Heaven,” but 1t commends moderate drinkers, from whose ranis |
drunkaeds are made.  We cunnot undoratand how any followor of |
tho veligion of Humnnity can uphold the taflic, though we can |

casily understand how a christian can, and that too, consistent .
with tLo teaching of his bible.

— —

|
EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES. [
|
!

Tre Clristians of Meufurd, after all thew bhluster, do not appesr
anxious to have their casayist Braden mect Mr. Underwood in
publie dobate.  Weo do not blame them, 1t success be their object, :
as Braden is no match for the champion of Materalism,

Tue Spiritual Qffering has been cnlarged to fifty-six pages and
the price advanced to two dollurs a year. Wo will send the

Offering and JornsaL for one year for two dollars and seventy-five
conts in advance.

|
|

WE havo read with much pleasure a pamphlet entitled *Buddh- |
ism and Christianity Faco to Face,” being a report of a discussion |
upon the relative merits of the two religions, between Rev. Mr.
Miottuwatto, 2 Buddbist Priest, and Rev. D. Silva, an English |
Clorgyman, with introduction and annotations by Dr. J. M.
Pesbles, tho noted traveler and Spiritualist. Tho introduction
covers seventeen pages, and is a short but clear and intelligent
history of the Buddhist religion, its founder, and its over 400,000,
000 foliowers. It treais of tho origin and prevalenco of Buddh- *
ism, its doctrines, moral influence, its aims, gives tho Buddhist
Ton Commandments, and closes with a short account of the death ‘
of its foundor. The next eighty pages arc dovoted to a full dis-
cussion between the two disputants. Wo not only sympathizo
with the “heatken” all through the discussion,but.aro of the opinion |
that he got decidedly the best of the argument.  Ho showed him-
self much better acquainted with tho Chnstian Bible and the
Ciristian religion than his opponent did with tho Buddbist Serap- |
ture or tho Buddhist religion. He deals somo heavy and merciless
blows to the absurdities of the Christian faith. Witness the fol- |
lowing. He 8aid :—* As Mary, the mother of Christ, was created
by Jebovah, Jehovah was her father and Mary his dunghter; but
as Clrist was bomn of AMary, Jehovah becomes her son, and
Mary Jechovah’s mother, and as Chiist is Jchovah's son,
Jehovah becomes Mary’s husband, and Mary hiswife.  So accord-
ing to tho Christian Scriptures, tho same Mary bocomes in -ono
caso Jehoval’s daughter, in anolher Jchovah’s mother, and in
another Jehovah's wifo, and truly if the term * roundabout” or
* circutnlocutory gonesis” could be applied to any proceeding it l
was to the Trinity notions connocted with: the birth of Chris, and
not to the reasonablo doctrine of Paticcasamuphada.” i

Tho pamphlet should be read by all who want to become ac- |
quainted with a religion which isbelioved in, and followed by, mors |
than one-third of the whole human race. For sale by Measrs.
Colby & Rich, Boston, and at this offico. Prico 25 cents.

Our contemporary, tho Religio-Philosophical Journal, is doing a
good work in exposing fraud. Though a Spiritualist paper, it is
tirst to exposo and condemn fraudulent mediums. Wo wish we
could believe that there were any of them who are not either de-
ceivers or the dupes of those who aro.
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. Sheflield,

Dunise one of the sittings of tho Church of England Synod,
Iately hold in thia city, o Ros. gontlomun gravoly proposed that
the clection of an assistaut Bishop, the following plan should bu
used.  ** Placo,” ho said,  tho names of two candidutes, on slips of
paper, in a hat with a number of blunks, and then draw one of
the slips ; if one of the two names wero drawn it would indicato
God's will in the matter; if & blauk, then it vould indicate tlmlt
(tod did not approse of cithor of the mames propused ; then substi-
tute two other n.aunes, and continuo thus to do until & name was
drnwen, the e g0 drawn to be declaved called of God, nnd upwni
mously elected by tho Synod.”  Are we living in the nincteenth
ceutury, the centuty which hus brought forth the rilwav, the
steambunt, the tolephono, which is celobrated for its acientific dis
cov- 1ies, its culture and refinement 1 or has that Rov. gentleman
never heard of any of these chings, never read anything oxcept the

. productions of the dark uges. Tmngino Jehovuls” watching thut

Rev, hat and divecting the fingors of the drawer to a particulur bit
of paper,

M. Usbenrwoob lectured at Albion, N. Y., June 27 and 28,
atel at Elirm, N. Y., June 30.  Wo learn from the Bestor Jnder,
that 1¢ Las been olected uue of the Vice X residonts of the Nativnal
S cular Society of Great Brituin, at its meeting on Juno 9th, a
e will allow us, in common with his many Uanadian
frivnds, to congratulate him upon the event.

We call the special attention of Canadian Freethivkers to the
notice of the first annual Convention of the Frecthinkers Associa-

! tion of contral and westorn Now York, to which we are invited.

We had the pleasure of meeting its sterling jresident, Dr. T. L.
Brown, and gonial secrotary, Mr. Edgar M. Sellon, at Rochesta,
last Qctober, und can assure Canadians that they will receive a
cordial end hearty welcome. Lot every Canadian Freethinko,
who ean possibly do so, attend at Watking, N, Y., on the 22, 23,
24 and 25th of August, next.

ALt thuse who have beon receiving tho Jounsar and who have
not pnid for it, will please do 8o immnediutely.

Avthot .11 we bolong to the samo political party as the M,
wo condemn without qualitication the attempt of that Journal to
injure Mr. Jury, simply oecause ho is what is termed an
“#Atheist.” We do not ngree with M. Jury, politically, and cenn
find envugh in his political bolicf for which to oppose him, withuu
trying to injure him through his veliglious opinions, even if sucl
opinions were not in accord with our own.  The Mail has yet to
learn, perhaps, that it is because tho lenders and the conservative
pacty gencrally, aro more likeral in their opinions on religious
questions, that thousands are to-day in their ranks who otherwis
would be found in the camp of the *enemy.” Thero can b wo
miory effectual method adopted, to drive thoso thousands into thut
camp, than the course pursued by the Mail-—of attempting to
blucken the character of an opponent, simply because his religious
opinions do not accord Wwith its own.

MosT of our readers will, cro this, bave learned, that by the
dccision of ao English-Jewish Judge, Ars. Annie Besant hag been
robbed of her child.  The learned (3) judgo in rendering his judy
mont claimed that it was for the benefit of the child that she
should be soparated from her mother, as the athcistic opinions hold
by the mother were “unpopular,” and the teaching the child
would roccive under the mother's caro would injure her “ pros.
pects” in lifa.  The decision is an outrage on the rights of human.
ity. JLess than one hundred years ago the child of that samo
judge's grandfather might havo been torn from him on tho same
ploa—that his Jowish opinions wero * unpopular "—n_nd.fomcd to
submit to christian teaching, taught to hato and despisn its father
and his religion.
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Mr. W Emmotte Coloman will accept our thauks fur copios
of his tracts, entitlod, *“ Who was Jesus Chriat,” aud *Spiritual-
iam, Christianity and Rationulism.” Tho formor is ¢ cauatio but
just criticism of the diffuront accounts of tlie genealugy, life, and
charncter of Josus, as vecorded in tho ““Gospels.” This traet
should be read in connection with Mr. Bell's “ Resurcoction of
Jesus,” and would muko an ablo supplemont to it. Published by
D. M. Bepnott, New York, prico 2 conts each, or 20 conts por doz.
“Spiritualism, Christianity,and Rationalism,” is a trucindictment of
Christianity, coupled with an able defenco of Spiritualism. THero
is bno of tho counts in the indictment ; « Christianity is the effete
relic of a dend and mouldering past, insisting on dragging thnough
the werld its loathsome corpso--u horrid, ghastly spectucle, full of
doad mon’s bones and all unclenneas—a grisly skoleton, grinning
in fiendish gloe, at the manifold misctier, mountain-high, it bus
heaped upon helpless humanity,” Mr. Coleman is right. Scoptics
havo long—eighteen hundred years—beon forced to act on the
defangive ; but tho time hus come, when tho real criminal-—tho
destroyor of human happiness, the vylture of the world—-Christ-
ianity, should be placed bofore the bar of public opiuion of this
sciontific and progressive ago, thoro to receive its sentence, a son-
tonoco of utter and speedy annihilation. He shows the contrast
betwoen Christianity and Spiritualism, and Jdraws such a charming
picture of tho latter, that it engendors the wish that Spiritualism
might bo truo. This tract i3 one of a scries published by the
Spiritual Offering at Springfiold, Blo. Prico, 2 cents each, 10 for
15 cents, $1.20 per hundrod, post paid.

IN tho namo of the Cauadian Froothought Associstion and
Capadian Liberals generally. wo thank Bro. H. L. QGreen, Cor-
responding Secretary of the Frocthinkers' Association of Contral
and Westorn New York, for the kind and hearty invitation ho
has extended to them to attend tho annual convention of the asso-
ciation, to be held st Watkins, N. Y., from tho 22nd to the 25th
of August noxt, inclugive. Tot us many as can accept the invita-
tion do so.

Tr orthodox Christian theology be true, heaven is poopled with
murderers and hall with their victimas.

W regrot that want of space compels us to liold over the con-
tinuation of G. W. Griffitl’s article, * Mosaic Cosmogony,” till
next issue,

Ix the first issuo of the JOURNAL wo atated that tho discussion
of party politics would be rigidly excluded from its columns, and
1o that position we havo strictly adhered. The JoUrNAL is iden-
tified with neither political party, nor will it discuss the merits or
demerits of cither. Tho editor, howover, has—and has the right
to have—his preferanco, and that preference is indicated in a noto
condemning the Mail nowspaper for tho courso it has seen fit to
pursue regarding Mr. Jury; that of denouncing him simply be-
canso ho 18 an Atheist. At tho semi-annual meeting of the
Toronto Freethought Association. we placed upon the table some
proof sheets of the first half of this number of the JOURNAL, When
an oxtraordinary scene occnrred—a scene in which the impudenoe
displayed, by one person in particular, conld scarcely be paralleled.
Mr. John T. Hawke, who hus, it is well known, ever sinco tho
JounrNaL atarted, made persistent and uniearied cfforts to injuro
it, and who has never contributed one cent to its support, but who
has beon on the dead-head list sinco its commencement, had the
offrontry to objoct to tho note mentioned, and actually attempted
to get n sccondor to a resolution consuring the editor for inserting
it. In this he failed, but, not to be foiled in his malice, ho at-
tacked ns with all that virulence and animesity by which, during
tho past two yoars, ho nrs earnod for himself such an unenvinble
reputation. During that time almost every prominent momber of
the Association has been made tho object of his wnalice. Tho
Associntion has borno with his insolenco, hoping, that when he had
uttained tho years of manbood, ho would sce tho folly of his ways
and abandon them. With us, however, patience, kindness, and

consideration for his youth havo ceased to bo a virtue, Weo must
inform Mr. IInwko that we are not responsible to him, nov ovon
to tho Toronto Frecthought Association, for the managemont of
the Jounsan, and that we declino dictation from him. The
causo, both of the Jounrvau and the Association, liave reccived all
tho injury from lim which Jay in lus power to inflict. Wo have
tho consolation to know, howaver, that his powoer to iujure has not
beon, by uny meaus, oqual Lo hisx desiro. We will oboy tho in-
structions of the Executive of tho Canadian Freethought Associn-
tion, to which we are responsiblo, and the suggestions or oven
criticiam, of the supporters and subseribers of tho Jounxarn will bo
recpectiully listenod to by us, but wo ropeat thut wo decline, and
that without respect, the dictation of ono, who, like Mr. Hawke,
hag done all he could to make the entorprise a failure, and who at
tho samo time has been recoiving the JourxvaL a3 charity.

Tue author, D. M. Bennott, of tho New York Truth Secker,
will pleaso accept our thanks for a copy of his magnificont work
entitled, “ Tho Champions of the Church.” Want of time and
spree proverts ug giving in this issue, more than a cursory notico
of this really valuable addition to Freethought literature, but in a
future number wo will dovoto the time and spuce to it which
it really deserves. The main portion of the book (of over
1,100 prges), is dovoted to biographival skotelmes of nearly 150
of the mest eminent Christians who bave lived from tho timo of
Josus of Nazaroth to Anthony Comstock, of New York. The
crimos committed by these ornaments of the Christian chuich aro
sot forth by the author in his well-known vigerous and forcible
stylo, and as we read wo are filled with indignation and shame.
With mdignation that suoh monsters should have been allowed to
live; with shame for our race that it has produced such mon,
The crimes of ono man, or a dozen men, would not prove that tho
roligion which thoy professed was tho cause of such crimeo, or that
tho rvligion itself was untruo, but when -ve see that in all ages
ard in all countries whoro the Christiar hus been tho domirant
rcligion, cruelty, hatred, intoleranocs and persecution have boon an
offect, wo msay justly conclude that Christianity has been the
causo. What surpriscs us most in the book is the wonderful ac-
quaintance Mr. Bonnett has with the best authors, and the great
amount of Iabor involved in producing a work like this in so short
& time. Mr. Bonnott is known to be an able writer, but
thix latast effort of his surpasscs all his progious cnes. The book
is not only intensely interesting from first to dast, but contains
information that one would have to ransack the whole of a vory
considorable library to obtain. ¢ The €hampions of the Church”
shonld find a placo in the library of overy Liberal in Great
Britain and America. It furnishes a host of facts with which
they shou!d be acquainted ; in fact thoro are fow books published
which are so neressary to thoscoptic. It is a porfect cyclopedo
of Christian bistory. It isa larme volumo of 1,119 pages, well
printed and handsomely bound, and is sold at the low price of §3
post-paid, Published by the author, New York, and for sale st
this office.

Courr of Queens ID-uch. Prcfent—Harrison, C. J, and
Armour, J. JuDGMENT. Pringle v. The lown of Napanee.—
Tho plaintiff had engaged the town hall in Napance for the pur-
poso of having a lecture delivered there by Mr. Umderwood, the
Froothought lecturer ; afterwards receiving a petition signed by
the presidont and secretary of the Y. AL C. A., against allowing
tho use of the hall for a lecturo by Mr, Underwood, the defen-
danta refused to allow tho hall to bo used by him, and the Plaintiff
engaged another hall in the town, for which he had to pay a very
largo amount. e then sued the defendsnts for breach of contract
and to recover tho differcnce betwecn the prico he war to pay them
and the prico he had to pay for the sccond hall ongaged. The
Chief Justico of ihig Court in giving judgmont, summed up the
English and American decisions on the subject, and came to the
conclusion that Christianity is part of tho common Iaw of England,
and as such was mado & part of tho law of this country in 1792,
Ho held that tho tendency of a locturo, like the ono in question,
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was against tho intercsts of Christianity, and as such illegal.
'Tho rule nisi was nccordingly dischargud

Our frionds will seo by this judgment thut they have no rights
which Christinus aro bound to respect, or oven tolorate. Thaoy tell
us that in tho Dominion wo have religious freedom. Yos,
Christians ave freo to be Clristiaus, and to coorce all others, undor
patus, penaltics and disabilitios to by Christians also. Religious
freedom with a venganeo |

WE havo mado arrangements for an unlimited supply of excol-
lent photographs of Profs. Tyndall, Huxley, Darwin and Proctor,
Herbort Spencer, Mis. Anunio Besaat, Mya. Sara A, Undorwood,
B. F. Underwood, Charles Bradlaugh, Col. Ingersoll, William
Cullon Bryant, Ralph Waldo Emorson, Goldwin Smith, Wendoll
Phillips, J. G. Whittier, Longfcllow, and  large numbor of othors
of celobrated persons, poots, divines, &c., which we will send, post
paid, at 7 conts cach, 8 for fifty cents, or 17 for onoe dollar; also
cubinct sizo photographs of Mrs, Annie Besant, Tyndall, Darwin,
Huxley, Spencer, and Charles Bradlaugh, at 30 cents oach, vost
paul.  Liboral disccunt to dealers.

Linenats, do not forget to go to James Leslio’s, 6 Quoen Streot
West, for your boots and shoes.
able rates, and ho will mako first-clags work to ordor.

THAT ITINERANT DEFENDER OF OHRISTIANITY,

WHAT KIND OF A MAN CLARK BRADEXN 18,

Clark Braden, after having made, and for two or threo years
repeated, false statements against B. F. Underwood, when con-
fronted by Mr. Underwood during tho Jacksonville, Ill., debate,
retracted lis statements and apologized to the man he had
wronged. Ho put into Mr. Underwood’'s hands a written stato-
mtent, in which he said: “ I am compelled to cofifess I was mis-
taken.” It is dated Aug. 14, 1876. The Jacksonville Courier of
Aug. 16, 1876, said : “Mr. Braden last night confessed ho was
mistaken in certain statements ho had msde concerning Mr.
Underwood, and which have csused wmuch ill feeling.” He ox-
pressed himself grateful ta Mr. Underwood for the maply and
generuus treatment ho had reccived from him, especially in de-
clining to use cortaln documents againgt him which had been sont
Lim Ly Bradon's own brethren in the church , and he prowised to
publish in his own denominarional papers a rotraction of what no
had said reflecting on Mr. Underwocd.

To tho surprise of Mr. Underwood and others, there appeared
in the Christian Standard of Sept. 2, 1876, a card conveyin}y the
igapression that Mr. Underwoo” had slandered Clark Braden, and
had retracted his stateme . I satisfiod Mr. Undoerwood,” says
the card, @ that T did not make any such statemont concerning
ham as was roported to him; and that what I did say was not
designed to injure him, and could not do so if corrcetly roported.
o rotracted his charges against me, based on the report men-
tioned above, and it is hoped that tho oid-tuno friendskip between
us is restored.” Mr. Underwood had 1aade no charges against
Bradon that weio not truo, and rotracted nothing. He still holds
Braden's written statement.  ‘What kind of & man Clerk Braden
is may bo inferred from tho above,

We are permitted to give tho following oxtract from a lotter to
& prominent Freothought lecturer and dobator, by Mr. Clark Braden.
1t discloses his truc motives and charactor. Reov. Joan Swoeny
has for some years boen & prowminent preachor and debater in tho
samo denomination with Braden, Wishing to be rogarded him-
self as tho champion dobater, and to sce his brotbor in Christ and
in the ministry defeated snd disgraced, so that ho would be no
longer & rival in the field of dobato, he writes the advocate of
Freethought a lotter, hearing that ho is about to debato with
Swoony, pointing out Sweony’s wenkness, that tho Infidel may
striko effective blows, and mako his victory complote. What sin-
cero devotion to Christianity ! what honesty aud honor arc here
exhibited,

Ho keops agood stock at roason-

Tho gentloman who recoived this lottor has hud sevoral dobates
with Bradon, but has had no respect for him sinco he learnod his
roal character, and has met him in debate only becauso Christians,
in communitics whore ho is unknown, have put him forward aud
ondorgod him, Until now he has not permiited any portion of it
to bo published, but Braden's recent cowmrge, charancterized by un-
qualified misrepresontation and fulseaood, has itduced him to show
the Christian community what kind of a man Clark Braden is.
Wo vouch for tho corvoetnoss of the oxtracts hure given, and if
thoy aro disputed the original letters can bo produced Ly us.

Horo iz the extract fror: Bradon's letter roga. .ing Bm.
Sweenoy : I enclose a tract which I have published, which is
the basis of iny insanity. Last fall I attended a Convention of
out preachers in Indianapolis. You remember Luthor’s visit to
Rome. Though I was not as infatuated as ho was, yot found that
n viow behind the scenes was not beneticial in keoping up tho il.
lusions of the stage. ¢ A chiel was amang thera tukin’ notes and
faith lic pronted ‘em.” Thero was one of two things to bo done.
Auswer tho strictures or destroy thoir influence. Tho firat thoy
could not do. They scok to destroy their influence by scattoring
stealthily that I am insano. * * My offonce has bLeon that ]
have succeeded in a field of discussion where J. S. Sweenoy failed,
and have publishod a book that has been prenounced to be bettor
than his offorts. Ho has been trying to injure me over sinco Jast
summer, and so havo his lackoys. I eriticized his conduct in Con-
vention, and now he is doubly oxasperated. I shall not notioo the
Dubuque chap* at all.  His feathors won’t pay for powdor and
shot. If you have not met J. 3. Sweoney you will find him weak
on history, historic evideuces, science, the position that the Biblo is
an outgrowth of pre-cxistent paganism, and was built up like all
othor books of religion. o s sharp, pert, and declamatory, but
guperficial in oducation, not well read, and retails socond-hand
what he uses. If you will press these points on him, and frequent-
ly pross on him that ho does not answer thom, you will defeat
him. Ho will fail on what we debated in our first and s.cond
propositions also. Review what you havo prosented on his . vten-
tion and you can dofeat him.

Should you feel like reminding him of our dobates do so ruk
ux‘"

The following is an oxtract from a letter written by Mr. Clek
Braden to a Freethought lecturer. Braden is ovidently “ on the
make.” .

I learn that you are lecturing and expecting to lecture noxt
winter, I write tg.you to suggest that we agree to unito our
Iabors, by holding joint discussions instead of lecturing soparately.

I enclose a list of prepositions. We could debate all or part of
these as might be desired by our patrons. X do not think it ad
visablo to debato for less than ono week, and our time shoull
count from our departure to cur roturh home, or from the timo we
left, our last place of work, until we closed the discussion. We
should charge ono hundred dollars per woek ench and requive the
hall to bo furnished and kept up for us. Could wo get places
cnough to make it pay? Lot mo hear from you or suggest some
ono who would make such an arrangement.”

* « Dabuque chap” is Rev. Wm. Swecenoy, brother of Rev. John
Sweznoy. ’

Tho great truth has finally gone forth to all the ends of the
carth that man shall no reoro render account to man for his belidf,
over which he has no control. Henceforward, nothing shall jue
vail upen us to praise or to blamo any ono for that which he can
no more chango than tho buo of his skin or the height of his stat-
ure. Henceforward, treating with ontire respect, theso who eon
scientiously differ frum oursclves, the only practical effect of the
difforence will bo to make us enlighton tho ignorance, on tho one
sido or on the other from which it springs— by instructing thom,
if it bo theirs ; ourcelves, it it bo our own, to tho ond that the only
kind of unanimity may bo produced which is dcsirablo among
rationals beings—tho agreemont procooding from full conviction
aftor the froest discussion.—Zord Broughar,
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THE FREETHINKERS' OONVENTION.

HARMONIOUS CO-OPRRATION.

To sl porsons, and especinlly thoss who are scokivg aftor and
imparting truth, and teaching the liberty of thought and expros-
aion, wo cordinlly extend an invitativn to attend our Freothinkers’
Associution, to be held at Watkins, N. Y., on dugust 22, 23, 24
+nd 25, 1878.

Our objecet in calling attontion to our first annual gathering is
to havo it exrly undorstood thut so fec a8 wo can in word and
doed, wo shall give all civi! clusses, sects, aud parties, an rqual op-
portunity to decluro their views of right and wrong for the ocd
of all. To hear all sides and then decido, is the only safo way to
fuirly glean tho facts so necossary to the formation of a wise con-
clusion,

Christians, Spiritunlists, Infidols, Materinlists and all sincere
lovess of the Known and the Unknown shall bo cordirlly wel-
come to our platform. We invite nnd protect universal oxpression
of thought in the name of human liborty.

Wo boliovo it is unfair to dictato and commund, where it is
bottor to make plain all observation and experienco. .

Weo aro to meet ns earnest invostigators of the truth, not like
ogotists und fierco disputants, as ignoranco aund superstition are
the greatest onomics of individual dovelopment and freedote,

The blighting influcuce of fable, myth, miracle and fear, burn
of Theology and its vurious religions, nust here meet tho tests of
reason and argument.

Justico and hciesty as a rulo of basis and action, with the evo-
lution of thought will clevate or race to the religion of Science.

Come as investigators of creeds and seckors of knowledgoe, whici.
will mako better fathers, botter mothers, better teachers and botter
citizens.

Support mental liberty of knowledge, love and intellect.
Equality should be ruled inore by individual rights and priviloges,
and charity porpetuated by our experience in doirng as wo desiro
to Le dono by.

Usoful culture will tako its placo in just the degreo we meet
out to each individual, equal oducation for the immediate wants of
body and mind.

That we invite persons of all shades of opinions to an impartial
investigation of all crecds and roligions, and plodge oursolves to
discard the bad, and accept and adopt tho good from each, whother
1t bo advocated by Christinns, Spiritualists or Infidels.

That we encournge und insist upon tho study and observation
of natural, sanitary and scientific knowledge among tho younug,
that cach succoeding genoration instead of boing ¢ weaker and
wiger,” will bo ¢ healthier and wiser,” and pledge oureelves to
sdvocato tho punishmont, by strict laws, of all porsons guilty of pub.
lishing or practising that which tends to injure tho morals of
socioty.

That we rocommend all porsons to investignte impartially and
carcfully the doctrines of Chyistianity and Infidelity, vespectively,
as stated and defondnd by the standard authors of each creed,
bolioving no person or sect has a right to dofend any one doctrine
without investigating tho claims sot forth by its opponent.

That wo roverse the orthodox obligation which insists on faith
and prayer to beliovo, aml pledgo onrselves (o discournge faith and
oncourago doubt, and jusist on tho duty of doubt as necessary for
tho investigation of truth and advancement of the human raco.

We petition that no child shall bo permitted to grow up with-
out a good elementary education, and that all schools shall bo
niintained with equal justice to all by confining thom strictly to
socular cducation.

That we heartily endorso and sympathizo with the prasent move-
ment to tax all ceclesiastical property in whatever it mny consist,
belioving that tho rovenuo arising from such just taxation, would,
if nightly applied by proper legielation, tend to alievate tho suffer
ings of the starving poor and ragged pauporism that are left un-
noticed to porish even in the shadows of their cathedrals.

Thav wo oxtend our hoarty sympathy to tho colaborgrs in %ho

!
great cause of Tomperance, and pledgo ourselves to recognizo
‘“ Total Abstinonco” as ono of tho firat planks in our platform,
That copios of thoso articles proporly signed by tho President
i und Sceratary of the Freethinkers' Association of Contral and
Western Now York be drawn up and forwarded to the following
Fruothought papers for publication, viz + Tho Boston Investigator,
Truth Secker, (Now York,) Age of Reason, (New York,) Positive
Thinker, (Now York,) Hoston Iudex, St. Louis Common Sense,
Banner of Light, B. I’. Journal, and the Lvolution, of Now York,
. and that wo extond & hearty invitation to tho Infidels of Canada
; to participato with us in our Convention, ad request that a copy
of the above bo forwarded to tho FREETIOUGHT JOURNAL of Canada,
{ who.o mottois :
“Inthings domonstrated and cortain, Unity; in whatsoevor
can bo doubted, Free Diversity ; in all taings, Charity.”
Dr, T. 1. Browx, Prosidont,
Binghampton, I¥. Y.

Epoar M. Serrow, Socrotary,
Buffalo, N. Y.

THE BELLEVILLE “INTELLIGENCER.”

In February last Mr. Underwood dolivered a courso of lectures
in the Cpera House, Bolleville. I was prescnt at the lastlecture,
which was an gxamination of the so-called evidences of a personsal
God. Thero was a good audienco, especially in point of intelli-
gence and culture, and the lecturer was frequently applauded. At
the close the clorgy present woro invited to reply if they wished,
and state objections if they had any ; but not one conld be induced
to take the platform. One ox-minister, however, made some ro-
! marks, from the rear of the hall, and after Mr. Underwool’s re-
‘ joindor and invitation to him to cowe to the platform, he admit-
, tod there was no substantial proof of the existence of & God, and

assorted that he had not come prepared to discuss tho questionsin
! jssuo, 1t is a littlo singular, to say tho least of it, that a minister
! shonld not at any timo be propared o detend the first article of
‘ his crood! But, aftor Mr. Underwood had got o safe distance oud of

Belleville, thoso guntlemen quickly fouind thomsolves prepared, or
| at least willing, to defond their dogmas, and oven primed for an
i an attack. They accordingly Jost no timo in coming to the front.

The absont Matorinlist was duly roviowed upon a Friday aftor-
! poon in one of the lurpest churches ia the city. Tho Belleville

Intelligencor, which bad carofuéy refrained from making ono word
' of note in its columns of Mr. Underwood’s loctures, was promptly
' on hand the next day with a rveport of Rev. M. 'W. McLean's ro-
! view. The liboral friends in Bulloville sont mo the Intelligencer
! containing snid report accompanied by » request to reply w tho
" Rer gentleman’s pusitions through tho same medium. 1 did so,
: and sent my MS. to tho Intelligencer. Instoad, however, of hav-
]
|
I
|
|
|
|
!

]
|
|
I

ing thoe fairness to publish it, tho sapiont Intelligencer delivored
itself in this wiso :—

“The lotter profossing to roviow the Rov. Mr. McLean’s lecture
ou Mr. Underwood's attack on tho Bible and Christianity 1s
declined. The Intelligencer is always willing to assist in the
spread of ¢ liberal opinions,’ and to &id in ‘emancipating the press
from the bondage of popular prejudices,” but thero is such a thing
as liboralistn degenorating into liberlinism, and thero is such a
thing as peoplo in their cfforts to owancipate thomselves from
imaginary ¢ popular projudices’ plunging thomselves deeper into
arror and placing themselves under 8 worse than Egyptian  bond-
ago. Tho attempt of pigmies in science, in liternturo, in sacrod
and profano history to overthrow Christinnity by butting agaiust
tho Bible and its learned defcnders, is vory much hike tho effort of
a school-boy to batter down the walls of Gibraltar with a pop-gun.
Wo agroo with tho writer that too much of * our lughest literature
is laden with rationalistic soutiment,” and cognizant of that fact we
havo no disposition to lgnd the columus of the Intelligencer 1o 1ts
furthér sproad.”

Now, who will say that this is not an intelligent doliveranco for
a city Intelligencer ! Pigmics, indeed ! Tyndall, Darwin, Sponcer,
Huxley, Froude, Bradlaugh, Underwood, ete,, aro all liliputians in
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scicnce and literature | Will tho Jntelligencer condescend {o toll
us whero tho brobdignaginns are? Probably in Albert University,
Bollevillo. And those *learncd dofenders” of the Bible! Is not
Prof. Huxley fully threo-thirds right whon he says that ¢ ex-
tinguishod theologinns lio about the cradle of everv science as the
strangled snakes about that of Horcules1” Iow was it, Mr. In-
telliyencer, that your ** learned defenders” of the Bible in Bello-
villo worn 8~ buckwand in coming forward whilo Mr. Underwood
was in thotr midst ? Did ho not courteonsly invite them 1 Directly
after he was gons the learned defenco was put in, or as tho sequol
showed, an unlearncd and weak one.  How is it, My, Intelligencer,
that you woro so much afraid of the * pop-guns” of theso “pigmics”
that you davd not give to your readors the roply to this learncd
dofence in Mr. Underwood’s adsonce? T winko you this proposi-
tion':—Lot uny one of your *learned defenders” cither from your
Bellovillo University, or Belleville pulpits come forward. Give
them a column a duy for n week, or & month, or six months if you
chooso, in your paper, to pus in hig loarned defonce. Tho writer
of this only asks equnl space to roply, and no fuvor, and then let
your readers judgo for themselves who is tho “ pigmy,” and whose
battory is of tho pop-gun calibre. Or, if those learned defenders
profer oral public debate to written discussion, they bave but to
Kivo the sign aud they shall bo accommodated with an aceredited
representative opponent. I am authorized by Mr. Underwood to
make arrangemonts on his part for a debate with any clergynmn
or professor in good standing in Belloville. Nvuither you nor your
learned defenders of Christianity dare accopt cither of theso pro-
positions. The defences of tho Bible and Christianity and tho at-
tucks on “ Infidels,” aro gonerally made, not on the platform, fuce
to facoe with an opponent, but from the pulpit, which has beeu
vory appropriately termed “coward’s castle,” where opposition or
correction cannot be offored. If we had to chooss botween them:
wo had rather bo ¢ pigmies” thav poltroons. I am assurad that
you, sir, Mr. Intelligencer, made no mention in your paper of Mr.
Undorwood's loctuves at the timo of their delivery ia Bellovillo,
while a minstrel show or itinerant magician would receive amplo
attention from the orthodox Intelligencer. No doubt the fear of
IIrs. Grundy and tho Bellevillo clorgy was before your journalistic
vision. Talk to us of ¢ Egyptian bondage I" Itis you, sir, that are
in bondnge—in worse than either Egyptian or African bondage.
Mental bondsge is infinitely worse than physical, and you aro in
nbject mental bondage. You aro in leading strings to tho orthodox
clorgy. You aro the slavo of popular prejudices. You daro not
print in your paper but one side of a subject—tho popular side.
Out upon such cowardico and servility in journalism! If that is
your vaunted freedom, it is 2 mockerv and a sham. DBut, it may
not be so comforting to rou ar it is to us to tell you, there ave
really freo and independont papers in this Province, There are
papoers which do not fear to let their readers sce both sides of a
question. Tho Belloville fiutelligencer, however, is not ono of
thom.
ALLEN FRINGLE.
SeLpy, Lennox Co., Ont., June 1878,

You will do mo tho justico to remomber that I have always
atrenuously supported tho right of every man to bis opinion, how-
over difforent that opinion might be from mine. He who denies
to another tho right, makes himself a slave of his present upin-
ion beeauso he precludes himself tho right of changing it. Tho
most formidablo weapon against orror is Reason, I hava never
used any other, and I trust I novor shall—Painc's Age of
Reason. :

“Soll all that yo have and give alms.” Yes; work, cconomise,
and save, then soll it all, and givo to tho idle, the shiftless, and
tho lazy, to the spendthrift and the gambler, thus making thom a
thousand times more idle, lazy and vicious than before. Tho day
will yet como when alms will bo a thing of tho past. Fow will
accopt or require them. It is far moro bonovelent to find employ-
ment for peoplo, and teach them to becomo croatos of wealth,
than it is to bestow upon thom gifts, thus rencdering them mero
absorbers of othor men’s carnings.—2Xrs, E. D. Slenker.

For tho FrEBTHOUGHT JOUNNAL

THE HINDU SO0ZPTIC.

BY OEORUR ILBS, MONTREAL.

T think till I woary with thinking,”
Said tho sad-oyed Hindu King :

¢ And I sve but shadows around we,
INusion in ovory thing.

¢ How kuowost thou aught of God,

Of his favor or of his wrath ?

Can the littlo fish tell what tho eagle thinks,
Or 1aap out tho caglo’s path 7

¢ Can tho finito tho infinito scarch?
Did the blind discovor the stara?

In the thought that I think a thought,
Or a throb of tho brain in its bars

‘¢ For aught my oye can discover,

Your God is what you think good—
Yoursolf flashed back from tho glass
Whaon the light pours on it in flood.

“ You preach to me to bo just,

And tlis is His realm, you say;
Whilo tho good ave dying of hunger,
And tho bad gorgoe every day.

‘* You say that Ho lovoth mercy,
And the famine is not yet goro;
That He bateth tho shedder of bluod,
Yet ho slayeth us every one.

“ You say that my soul shall live,
That the spirit can never dio- -

If ho wero content when I was not,
Wy not when I havoe passed by ?

“ You say I must havo s meaning—

So mast dirt, and its meaning is Howers ;
What if our souls aro but nurture

Fur lives that aro groater than ours 1

‘ When the fish swims out of the water,
Whoa tho bird soars out of the bluo’,
Men's thoughts may transcend man's knowlodge,
And your God be no reflex of you.”

TAKE ME, MOTHER EARTH.

BY MRS, JANMESON.

Tako mic, Mother Earth, to thy cold breast,
And fold me there 1 everlasting reat !

Tho long day is o'er:

I am weary, I would sleep ;

But deep, deep

Nover to waken moro !

I have had joy an sorrew. X havo proved
\What life could g:: ¢ ; have loved, boon beloved ;
I am sick and hoart-soro
And weary. Lot mosleop;
But deop, deop
Never to wakea mnorwe !

To thy dark chambor, Mother Earth, I come ;
Preparo thy dreamlcss bed in my lust hour ;
Shut ¢>wn tho marble door,
And leavo mo! Lot mo alecp;
But deop, deop,
Nover to waken moro !
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CORRESPONDENOE.

Ouxvirig, ConperLanp Co., Pa., Juno 12, 1878.
Mr. Hararave :

Dgan Sir,~—Enclosed find $1 for tho Frextumousrr Jounrnar, all
the numbers excepting No 2 having been rocoived. The paper is con-
ducted in a very able and creditable manner.

T get 80 many papors ote. that I have for somo timo contemplated
cnrtailing my list.  If I don't ronew at tho oxpiration of my subscrip-
tion, pleaso discontinue tho paper. I am in full sympathy with your

offorts,
Yours, Fratornally,
IskarL Bsrz.

— - g

Carreron, St. Joux, 1st July, 1878,

I'o the Editor of the FureroUunt JOURNAL ¢

It is genorally coneeded that it is possible for Liberals of all shades of
opinion to becomo united on a purposo of work.

‘There ave a number of practical enterpriscs necessary to tho well-
boing of humanity that nlY liborals sre anxious to sce cstablished in
sucioty and to acconplish which they can and should unite.

Chief amonyg theso necessary wants I puaco tho establishing and main-
taining of a Free Platform or Pulpit upon which all shadoes of opirion
may find oxpression.

A vory fow liberals in any community, if thoy would unito for this
purposs, could accomplish it.

The difficulty at once aziscs that among the fox, howoever willing thoy
may be, thero are not enough who have the ability to speak in public
to make it Yossiblo to maintain a free platform.

How is this difticulty to be overcomo ?

Lot the few come togsther, rent o Hall, mako arrangements for
musie, ote., and if thoy have not a sufficient. number who are qualified
to entertain tho audienco by original addresses or essays, 1ot some ono
who can read intolligontly and audibly read a sermon or address from
somo of the many liberal authors with which they are acquainted, and
Iet the aub{cct read bo open for discussion by the audionce,

T'wo or three intelligent Liberals in any community, and Liberals are
gonerally intelligent, may organizo under & simple constitution, and
may maintain a’freo platform by the method priposed at a very small
outlay of moncy, .

Onco started, ns they increass, thoy may unito their offorts for addi-
tional enterprises, ns library, sunday achools, ete., and any of the phil-
anthropic enterprises peculiar to tho wants of the community.

Liberals thus unitod together and roporting the fact to a Laberal
paper will soon becomo known to each other, and make it possible for
us to helpono another.

I vonturo o think there are Liberals enough in overy town in the
Dominien, of 4,000 *-~habitants and upwards, who are outside the
pale of oxisting sociucive, and who might successfully organize on tho
plan proposcd.

How to arouse thoso liborals to action is a quastion for oxisting so-
cietios to discuss. Lot the wisdom of the Freethinkers’ Convention bo
Lrought to boar on this quostion,

Gzoras E. Daxtir.

P. S.—June 20th being the anniversary of our groat firo, ¥o had a
public thanksgiving day to thank God for not burniug the city all up,
and for sending us so much relicf from abroad, and to roquest him not
to do it again. *

On tho 729 wo hung Vaughn tho murderer. The Ya}pom informed
as that dw: g his confinement, by the efforts of skilful divines, he had
cxperienced a change of heart and had reccived God's pardon. Thus
loaving us to draw tho inforenco that Lo had gone to heaven, but wo
are left quito in the dark as to whoro the poor woman he murdored

wont to.
~G. E. B.

Eprrox or To8 FREZTHOUGHT JOURNAL :

Sig,—In tho very able address of Mr. W. D. LoSuour to tho ** Progres-
sivo Socicty,” at Ottawa, in tho first articlo in tho May number of
your JourxzL, thore is ono expression which I do not entirely agreo
with. He says, * Wao do not claim to haya tho truth.” Now, though
wo Infidels aro not so presumptuous as Clyistians, who claim to havo
AL truth, yot somo of us, at loast, claim to have onough of truth, to
know that “Christinnity is & 7oral falschood ; that every ono of tho
Qoctrines of Christianity are falso, and thercforo pornicious.

Tho whole history of Christianity is o history of falschood, cruclty
and blood. 1 is n bloody history. Thero aro only two positions pos-
gible for tho Christian clorgy—noither of which aro croditablo—that

with all their boasted learning they aro only eithor ‘‘lsarnodly ignor
ant,” or they aro something worse.

¢¢ Ignorance is not a crimo,’” but Jio who toaches that as truo, which
ho knows to bo fulse—for tho sake of a living—is not only criminal,
but is guilty'of tho vory lowest grade of moanncss. Jompared with
him—though he weara ‘‘ broadcloth” and *““apes” the gont}cman—-tho
loweat boggar, or tho thief who stoals a sheop, onrols o hon-roost, is a
nobloman,

Christinns would have us believe that human reascn is a poor affair ;
that it is not to Yo trusted ; that it is apt to load us astray. yet thoy
toll us that reason is tho gift of God. What would man bo without
rchson? It is man's only sure guido.

We aro indebted to human reason for all that wo have of truth—for
all the good wo have.

“Christians are afraid of reason. No rcasoning man can bo a
Chriatian.”  “ As soon as & man bogins to reason, good-bye to Chris-
tianity-—it won't stand the teat,” .

Thove is nothing that Christians are g0 much afraid of s truth—
which shows that thoy know their system to be false.

Yours, for tho causo of truth,
Jaszrs T 1omsox.

OrTiNg, WasuixezoxN Ter., U. S. A., Junv 10, 1878,
Mr. Hargrave :

Sin,—P: 2ase find cnclosed twenty-five cents, for which you will for-
ward to my address Ingersoll’s lecture vu tho (G) *“ goda,” ote.

And here allos mo to oxpress my entiro approval of your publica-
tion, a fow copics of which by chance fell into my hands—somoe you
forwarded to Mr, Bowker. Ho havingleft the country, they fell to my
lot as postmaster. It is indeed gratifying to mo to rote that our
brothers across the line are able and willing to supp  :nch a paper,
and I sincerely hopo that every such publication iaay  liberally sup-
{:ortcd until superstition shall bo obliged to lde her cyes from the

road and glaring light of advancing acience. And still morodo I con-
cur with you in tho opit.ion that other books besides thy Bible should
bo furnished at cost price. I expect soon to bo able to sond you somo
subscribers, but cannot send wou the subscription at present, as 1
already receive both the *‘Investigator” and the ¢ Evolution,” but
will try cve long to cultivate a further acquaintance with you.

Anti-theologically, yours,
J. C. Tayror.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO ADVANCE FREETHOUGHT ¢

BY J. J. HALLIWELL.

There are fow who realize the magnitude of the work and the
immenso undertaking Freothinkers nve beforo them, Wo must
not bo discouraged by the muny diflicolties that beset our road to
advancoment in quest of truth and light. As our rable chinmp-
ions plant the bannor of TFrecthought on tho bastions of Chris-
tianity’s stronghold wo must rally around them with our con-
fidenco and sympathy, and endeavor cach and all 1o help them to
carrv +ho works, to clean out tho superstition, intolerunce, and
bigotry ; to dismantlo the guns of thiologv and uproot tho doc-
trines of the churches from the very foundations, It will bo a
long struggle, but truth will gain the day, no matter how great
the odds ; it will remain only a question of time. Wo must grap-
plo with the ignorant and ecrroneous views that the church has

aught in tho past, and wo must lay baro the fraudalent doctrines
they bavo expounded and the inconsistoncies of their Bible and
its suthorr, Wo must strivo for—and dewaud as a right—
that our coming gonerations shall recoivo a seculiy educatioi: only,
th 5 the youthful minds shall not be perverted from nature by
boing oducatgd in the cutrageous and ridiculous doctrines of
Christianity thit takes a lifetime to oradicate.

T sco tho ladies of St. Puul, Minnesota, have unanimously voted
against tho uso of the Bible in tho public schools of that city. I
wish that tho ladies of Cansda worc as much advanced in the
caugo of Freothought. Wo are only too prono to be suporstitious
in our igorance, then why in thisnineteenth century avo our much
improved cducational systems, our laws and social customs to bo
based on the Bible, that brieder of suporstition—= work that
troatsof moro inhumanity thin any other book extant, s work
that is full of contrudictions and inconsistencies on the most im-
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portant points iu theology and meorls, & «*ark that has advocated
slavory and polygamy, and that in many pates is 8o rocking with
indeconcy that if published in tho newspapers of to-day it would
not be allowed to o sold, yet on this work our wholo goverament,
lazws, and social systems aro based. It is no wonder Christinnity
bas grown into a powerful creed. Tho clergy know that to on-
lighton tho people thoroughly would Le to undermine their own
foundations, thereforo thoy teach thom only their espocial creods,
taking great care that they instill into them the flattering and
solfisli idea that they only are right, and all other doctrines, no
matter how slight the variation, worthy only of damnation. Tho
child is taken almost from its mother's breast and taught thoe
superstitious idoa of praying to a God who, according to the creed
of the church, creatad humanity to a life of suffering and pain.
As soon #s a child can understand its mother's speech, it is taught
tho incredible stories of the Bible, its manifold miracles and
fables, its imagination is distorted by tuc wondmus tales of
Eoaven and hell, of the judgment day and the everlasting tor-
ments. Tho child grows up imbued with these ideas so strong
that it is almost a miraclo 1t it cver discards the ductrines it was
raised in ; it becomes, as it were, a second nature with which it
has to struggle against contirually. The time has come when wo
must strive to remody this. It is a duty that we owe to futuro
genorations, that they shall attain the age of maturity, at least,
before they become biased in any theological doctrine. We must
increasn our efforts to this eni. Wo must boldly proclaim our
views without flinching, and work hand in hand harmoniously for
the wolfaro of our fellow men.  We must welcome discussion on
ovory side aud acquaint oursclves with overy inch of our op-
ponents’ ground. Wo must scatter brosdeast thiough tho land
our Frecthought literature in every shape.  Often from our desire
to attain tho truth wo will Jese our dearcst fricnds, who will
sometimes bocome our bitterest foes. It i3 hard to besr, but it
has always been so.  In lard-fouglt struggles, in sorrow and
tritulation, our greatest libertics hiavo been gained. It was
through tho suffering of many that we have tho freedom wo enjoy
to-day.
The clergy arc rousing up, they begin to realizo the danger
that the church isin, thoy will leave no stonc unturned to crush
us if possible, but wo must be evor ready, alwaya watching, fear-
less and persevering. I hope tho lime is not far distant when
cvery city, town and villagn in this wide Dominion will have its
well arganizod association of Freethinkers, united into one har
wonions whole by a fraternal fecling of love, and a heartfelt de-
xire in cach and all to seck the welfaro and happiness of their
fullow human bLeings. The huwblest ono amongst us can do
sanething to further the interost of the cause. If cach humble
worker only is the incans of leading ono from the nursery of re-
ligious superstition, ignuranco and Christien bigotry, nnd cause
Lim to study naturo with an uaclonded mind, ho will havo at-
tainod some goud.  Evesy Freothinkor should be a missionary of
the cause to the extent of his ability and power. Wo must not
wind tho sneers of “meck and gentle-winded ™ Christians, nor tho
taunts and suathemas of teir self rightoous cleggymen, but oxert
oursclves to obtain the truth, and lay the facts calinly before the
eyes of the prople, why, as ticy becono better informed, will soon
diveanl the prejraterous and incradulous doctrines of the various
roliious crends

Port Dallicasie, Ont., 1878,

THEE WATEINS CONVENTION.

Samadaxca, N. Y., July 4th, 1878,
W. J. k. Harcravg:

Dear Str,—The Froothinker's Association of Central and West-
cm New York will hold their first annual Convention at Watkins,
N. Y., Augnst 22, 23, 21 and 25th; and tho Association dreiro to
make i, in fact, a mational Convention, including our Libvmal
friends of Canads, and I thorufore condially invite y.ursell and
your roadors all, and all others of the Dominion of Canada who

1
i

aro in *ruth and in fact Fresthinkers and Fres-speaksrs as woll, to
meet with us on that occasion. Somo fifty of tho ablest Liberal
speakers of Amerien aro oxpected to bo present, and I judge from
lettors that are reaching mo from overy quarter, that nearly ovory
Stato in tho Union will bo reprosented, and the spoakers will
ropresent overy variety of Liberal thought. Somo distinguished
preraons in this country will take tho platform at the Convention
who havo not heretofore been known generally as Freethinkers,
among tho muaber is the cloquent Hon. Frederick Douglass, of
Washington, D. C. Wo intend it shall bo tho most important
Liberal gathering over held in Americs, ono that will, by its
characwor, ability and numbers, command the attention of tho
whnlo people. .

The place choson to hold it is central in the State and nation,
and onv of the most attmctive sumuer resorts in this State,
located at tho head of the beautiful Sencca Lako, aud near tho
famons Watkins Glen. Arrangements aro being mado with mil-
roads and steumnboats for reduced fares, and tho numecrous hotels
at Watking will entortain those who atternd the Convention at
reasonablo rates. Aund for tho Lenefit of your readers I will stato
that to-days mail brings mo nows that the “ Glen Park Hotel,”
one of the best, a $3 house, will entertain for £2, and that tho
¢ Cottage Home," n clean, pleasant house, kept by Mrs. I1. Gaston,
for 1 per day. Everything will be done, that can be, to make
the Convention a great success. Give us a large dolcgation from
Canada.

Fraternally yours,
H. L. Gnesy, Cor. Sec.

MYTHOLOGY—SHORT STORIES FOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, EL¥INA D. SLENKER.

No. 8.—Jupiter, Jove, Zens or Salurnius.

lmmortal Jovo, high heaven's superior lord,
On lofty Ida's fxoly mount adored !

Jupitor was tho greatest of all tho heathen gods.  Ho was wor-
shipped under various names in different countrics, just as tho
Mosaic God is called t* Johoval,” ** T.omd,” or the “ Great 1 Am,”
by Christians, < Allah,” by Mobamwedans, * Gaudams,” by Bud-
dhists,  Great Spinit,” by Indians and “ Nature,” by Materialists.
Tho Roman Jupiter was the most powerful of all the Gods, hic
was worshipped as the God of rain, storms, thunder, and lightning.

“The Almighty is the God of gods,

Leaguc all your forces then, so powers above,
Join all, and try the omnipotcuce of Jove .

* % + If1but stretch this kang,

I hoave the gods, the occan and the sand,

1 fix the chain to great Olpinpin's hoight,

And the vast world hangs trembling in my sight,
For such I reign, unbonnded and above ;

And such are men and gods cnmpared to Jove.™

Hix temple at Rowe stood oie the tofty hill of thn eapitol, henee
ho was called Capitalinus and Tampeius.  He was reganded as tho
special protector £ Rame.  Personr muilty of ticawon and perjury
were thrown down from the Tarpean mck. He presidod over
the great Roman games.  Ho forsaw the future, and what
over happenod, was as he willod it to be.  Iie revaaled the future
%0 men through siges in tiio beaveny, and the fliznt of binds,
which aro calied his mossengess.  The caglo often figures in tho
Iliad as a sign during the sioge of Troy.

Jupiter was regarded ay the guardian of Law, Justico and
Virtae.

*Two urns by Jova's high throne hava cver steod,
The sounx of evi? ane, and one of good 5
Prom thenoe the cap of morial man he 6lls,
Rlexsings to theee -to thavo distrilutes illa
To meat he mingles both.  The wreich drereod
To tasta the bad, unmixod, is curst indeed,
Pursued by wrongs, ly moxgre famine Ariven,
He wandors outcaat, both of carth and hoavon.
Tho Lappiost tzste not happinoeas sinccro,
Bat find the oordial draught s dashoed with care.”
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As Jupiter was tho Prinoe of Light, tho white color was sacred
to him, to to bim woro offered in sacrifice pure whito animals, and |
his chariot was drawn by four whito horses.

Jupiter was tho son of Saturn and Rhes, and in a former paper
we have shown how his mother preserved kis hfe by hiding hun
in a cavo in Crote, whero he was cared for by the Melan Nymphs.
Ono of them, named Adrastes, rocked Lim in a golden cradle, and
zave him a beautiful golden globe to play with. * On some
Cretoan coins Jupiter is represented as sitting on a globe” Ho
was fed with honey and tho milk of a goat called Amalthea, and
- tho Curctes danced about bim, miaking a great noise with thar
arms, so that bis father, Saturn, should not hear his crics. It 18
said ho was also fod on Ambrosia, which was brought from the
streame of Qcean by pigeons in their boaks; and on Nectar ¢ which
an eagle drew onch day with his boak from a rock.” His firss
wifo was called Metis, and was said to excesd both gods and men
in knowledgo—another proof (3) of the diviue superiority of |
woman. But Heaven and Earth told him that her first child |
would bo a maid who would cqual him in strength and counsel, |
and that hor second would be a son who would boe king of gods |
and men, so ho cajoled her when she was pregnant, and Saturn- |
liko, swallowed her ; which, as in the case of his father, proved to |
bo Ti uscless cxperiment, as the child Miverva sprang from bhis
head.

After this ho mamed ssveral wives and had numerous children
by them, and also became the pavent of mauny children by mortal
woman. Juno—bhis sister—becamo his last and lawful wife. Ho
lived on Mount Olymypus, and seemed to enjoy himself much as
mortal kings do.  Eating, drinking, talking and sleeping, music
and poctry, gold and splendor, famo and glory, all those constituted
a portion of his happiness and his life.  Nor +was his path wholly
spread with flowers. Ho is ofter found quarrcling with Juno, his
wife, und his children robol agatest his authority and do not agree
with him,or try to further his aims, though when ho is fully aroused
ho generally brings them all into subjoction and obedienco
through forco of diro threats and anatheinas, and oftentiuies real
prhysical punishinents. Juno was a very jealons woman, and |
1adeod sho had great cause to bo so, for Jupiter scoms to have |
been struck at sight of every pretty faco hosaw. Of his various |
amours we will only relate two short oncs for tho present :— ]

“ As Enrops, the daughter of Agenor, King of Sidon, was one |
day amusing herself with ber companions, gathering flowers in |
tho meads en the shore of the sea, Jupiter approached her in tho |
form of 2 beautiful white bull. The maiden caressed him ar d at l
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length ventured to mount upon his back. The god iminediately
houndod upon the surfaco of the sea, and ran alony it with his
lovely burden till ho reached the islo of Crete, where e rosurmed
his proper form.  Eunropa became the mother of Rhodamanthus,
Minos and Sarpedon.”

*Jo, the daughter of Inachasx, was loved by Jupter. She
rejected tho suit of the god, but as she flod from him hio checked
her flight by spreading a dense cloud around her.  June, Jooking
down from Leavon and secing tho cloud, and also missing her
husband, suspected wmischief.  She sprang to earth, bue Jupiter,
awaro of her approach, bad turnod Jo into a whitc cow. When
Juno admired the animsl and asked Jupater to givo it to hor he
could not refuso her 1oquest.  The goddoss, who well knew who
the cow way, sct the hundred eyed Argus 0 watch her, and as
only two ol his oyes slept at a time, there waslittlo hope of docoiv-
ing his wigilence.

At lonath Jupiter dosired Mercury to kill him as tho only
mndo of liberating Jo.  Mercury taking the guise of a shephad,
camo and st by Argus, and by plaving on bis pipo lulled all his
cycs to slamber, and then cut off his hiead with hishimrpe or crook-
od sword. Juno placed the eyes of Argus inte the tail of her
favorite 1ird, tho pexcock, and seat & fary 10 tormont Jo, who fiod
through all the world till xhe came to Bgypt, whoro Jujiter ro-
stored hier to her origingl form, and sho bocamo the mother of
Epaphus”

Tho O2k was dodicatod to Jupiter as beng monarch of the {
foreat, and his avcient oracls was in the Oak Woods of Dodona.

The Esgle, a8 king of birds, was slao dedicated to his service,

The Algis was a celebrated shield whick was made for him by
Vulean. It seut forth thunder, lightning and dackness, and
struck ail mortal beings with torror.  Jupiter was represented by
anlists ar the m odel of dignity and majesty of micn, his counten-
ance grave bu! mild. He is seated on a thronu gunaping his sceptro
and thunder, and thoe eaglo standing beside the throue.

‘¢ Ho spoke, and awful bends his sabls brows,
Shakes his ambrosial curls and gives the nod,
The stamp of fate, the sanction of the god 3
High heaven with trembling dread the signal took
And all Olympus to the centro shook.”

FROM OVER THE BORDER.

Wo have received tho FREETHOUGHT JoURNAL, and think it one
of tho very best Liberal papers wiich wo have seen. Wo like
your spirit better than that of muny aof our colaborers in the
cause of progress. Tho true liberalism of to-day is not that of
past generatious.  Being deeper, it1s at the same time wides,
and, if wo may use the word, more catholic in spirit, Considor-
ing the subjoct of all religious disputes as matters upon which
nothing is known or to be kuown, it is able to look with tolora-
tion and kindness upon all religions, This hamane, tolerant
spirit is itself far more coffective in winnsng converts to Froe-
thought than all the iconoclastic zcal of the old school of Free-
thinkers cr their modern imitators. Ifa man firmly refuses to
pretond to believe that which is fulso, or to asy that he belioves
that of which nothing can bo known, and yet is ncither surprised
nor vexcd that others continue to bo where he bimself once was,
hois ready to cxort a great influence which, like the ferces of
nature, is silent but irresistible. The overwhelming logic and
crushing invoctive of Ingeraoll may bo withstood. Such things
are withstood. Thoy cxcite combativeness and alagm prejudice.
When theso aro activo, judgment and candor arc overpowered.
Tho witness of a lifo faithful to tho trutb cannet bo withstood.
Tt luils combativeness by refusing all dispute, and disarms preju-
dico by evident dovotien to truth, and by perfect candor. We are
not saying that tho Liberal of to-day spoaks with bated breath,
that he fears to say what bo bolioves or disbelieves on all proper
occasions, but that the very tendoncy of his mind isto broad,
gencrous ideas and affirmative viows. He neither quarrels with
tho church nor with any man'a belicf. Tho church is what tho
ages have made ber.  Sho is tho product of ovolution. She has
ever reprosented the state of tho people.  Look brondly enough,
and you will sco that sho dots so to-day. She is rapidly
changing, and cvidently doomed to cssential modifications or to
cntire annihilation.  Qur work us laborers for Freethought is not
to show directly that sho is wrong. This has boen done by our
predecessors inall ages, and bes proved au unprofitable task.
Very fow are thus emancipated from thralldom to an « infallible”
book or an * infalliblo church.” e who can admit an authority
supreme and infallible other than tho truth is boyond the reach <f
Ingorsoll or Thomas Iaine. Our trme work iz other and far
greater than to point ont the errors of bibles and creeds. It isto
fitst attain the true scientific spirit, and then show it inall we
say and do. By the sciontific spirit we moan that perfoct dovotion
to trath and thzt boldness of thought which characterize tho man
of acioncn.  Tharcis only ono way of knowing whatever is to be
known, that is, what is truo about religion is to bo known in just
tho samo way =8 anything clse.  Tho scicntist docs not scofiat
tho crrors of tho past, or at,the popular fallacics of tho preseat, for
bo knows that they aretraly characleristic of the atates and tines
which produced them. There was atimo when it was belicved
that &t the approach of winter awallows planged into the mud of
tho marshes and sireams and wero transformed into froge, to e

in changed to awallows on the return of spring. We need
neither bo astonishod nor xsBamed that our ancwtors belicved
thiz  Tho ontire, or rathor the gross, ignorance of anatomy and of
tho hiabits of swallows pormittod such & superstition.  Now, tho
incredibility of such an hypothesis is too groat for any ono.  So
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long as the laws of nature are unknown there is no distinction
between the natural and the supernatuml ; or, in other words’
thoro is nothing incredible. Boundless credulity aund perfect ig-
noranco go together. Nothing but n knowledge of the phenomena
of naturo can lead the wind up to the concepition of the reign of
law, and nothing but familiarity with this idea of law can lead to
any genoral hypothesis like that of evolution. Tho naturalist
continunily studying the phenomena of nature and discovering her
laws, continnally weakens the fonndations of supernaturalism.
But supernataralism procedes naturnlism, because ignoranco pro-
cedes knowlodge, Lot us not boe deceivod. Tho superstitions
held by individuals or Lodics aro entirely characteristic of their
states and aro to bo removed, not by attacking the effect, but by
renoving the canse.  Ho who loves the truth seeks it, finds it,
discovers la and comes in timne torofuse the supernatural. Now
of thiz wearc to bo cxamples. If wo are not deceived, the
spirit of our Lelief recuires us to lay asido all bitterncess, dog-
watism and cvil-speaking, and show ourselves just, kind, truthful,
and in all things mtional and patient. P. G. D.
Dayton, Ohio.

OASKET OF GEMS.

Right thinking involves free thinking. If to know truth makes
ux free, froodom, again, is the condition of knowing the truth.—
Dr. J. F. Clarke.

A theology which dofends itself by forbidding or limiting
inquiry, and by tabooing reuson, must necessarily be an unreason-
able theology. It doclares itself to bodevoid of reason inits very
condemnation of reason. If it were itself rational, it would have
no objection to being submitted to the test of reason and inguiry.
Things born of the light do not fear the light.—Sunderland’s
Orthodoxy.

If all mankind, minus ono, were of one opinion, and only one
werool tho contrary opinioz, mankind would be no more justified
in siloncing that one person, than he, if ho had tho power, would
bo justified in siloncing mankind.—J. S. AGIL

In this austere solicitude (tho hermitage to which Peter retived)
his body was emaciated and his fancy was inflamed ; wkatover he
wished ho bolieved ; whatever ho believed, ho saiwo in dreaing and
rerelations —Gibbon.

Truth is 2 good dog ; bt beware of barking too closc to the
hoels of an orror, lest you got your bruins knocked out.—
Coleridge’s Table Talk.

[This maxim of the great English scor scems to bo modeled on
the famous suying of the Galilean, “ cast not your pearls beforo
swing, lest they turn aqain and rendfyon.” As z matter of worldly
prudonee, both procepts deserve careful consideration : but, if
teeth is not worth fighting for, and dying for, then the acheme of
ihe universe is a manifest bunglo which we will not roadily
beliave.]

Orthodoxy, »s a theology, is mixed up, through tnd through,
with ideas that are immorzl in their tendency, and nearly, or
quite, every essential doctrine of at 15 cither founded upon, or clse
nocestarily involves, principles which, when legitimately carricd
out, sand just in so far =8 they are logitimately carried out, lead to
the degradation of God and the moral injury of man.—0rikodory
the Buemy of Christianity, by Nec. J. T Sunderland.

A great deal of discomfort arisex from oversensitivoness
about what jrople may say of yon or ofe vour actions; whereas it
may be doubtod whether they will say anything about you.—
Arthaur Helps.

I will take no man’s liberty of judging f- m him, neithor shall
any man tako minec from me. 1 will luve no man the loss {or dif-
fering in opinion from me.—Chillingnee. . (1635)

No atom of matter wss over croatedand nono can be annihilated.
Not an atom is loat or used up in all the changos of naturo’s great
Iaboralory. Not onc ever had & beginning, nor will ono have an

l

end ; noither can a singlo atom always remain in any gingle form.
Even the hardest adamant slowly and steadily disintegrates,
changes and enters into now combinations and new identities,
just a8 you und I, reador, must inovitably do wheun our little life
hero is lived and done.—Afrs. K. D. Slenker

The humblest human creature is not incapable of taking somo
part in tha battlo which is continually going on botween the
powers of good and thoxe of evil, a battle in which every, even tho
smallest, help to the right sido has its value in promoting the very
slow and almost insensiblo progress by which good is gradually
gaining ground from ovil, yet gaining it so visibly at considorable
intcrvals as to promise the not uncertain final victory for good.-
J. 8. Ml

Whousver does 2 noble deed, or gives utterance to s noble
thought, raises, clevates, and refines humanity.

By associating with the good and pure wo invarinbly grow bet-
ter and purer oursclves. By cultivating tho boautiful and the
artistic wo creato a tidal-wavoe of the wsthotic which flows from
our own little world into the worlds of thoso around and absent.

By giving of the lovely and the true from the storohouse of our
selfhood, wo add to the troasures of our neighbour and yet lessen
not our own.—AMrs. E. D. Slenker.

AN OPEN LETTER TO W. G. H. SMART.

SxowvisLg, Poraskr Co, June 12, 1878,

Friexp Swant,—

As T am not swart cnough to understand the smartness contain-
ed in thy attempted criticism upon the “ Gemn"” bearing my signa-
ture, in the February number of the FrEeTiOUGHT JOURNaL, 1
here appeal to thee for a littlo more smartness upon tho subject.

"Tia said that all rules Yave their exceptions, and it is equally
truc that the generality of oxpressed sentiments have also their
exceptions. But I would like to hear a few of thy objections to
the observation that * the moro a man knows tho more he is valued
by others, and tho more competont hois to provide for himself,
and for thoso dopondent upon him.”  Simply saving a thing isnot
truo is no proof of its falsity. A{y obscrvations thas far have
convinced mo that it #s true, and the proof that it is so is found
in tho fact that our great scientists, wise rulers, skilled architects,
our bost pocts, painters and scalptors, our men and women wko
can “ turn their hands to most anything” are always ¢ valued”
members of socicty, and aro rarcly unable to provide for them-
selves and those dependent upon them.  Again, “onr knowledge is
our own individual property.” I donot sco that because “wo have
received it irom others,” makes it any tho less our oiwc, or that it
will cease in any manner to bo our own, ulhen wo havo shared it
with everyone who desires or will accept of any part of it. Nor
ig it selfish or miserly to * hoard up knowlodge,” for it i not like
money ; and in **laying it up in the storchouso of the mind,” wn
donot keep it out of circulation, but with every item of real in-
formation we gain, we inerease our power of adding to the stock
of goneral knowlodge. Doos he who hoards up health, lays in a
groat store of strength, of muscular development, of good, pure
blood, and sound, uncorrupt flesh, rob others of the sam. blessed
possossion ? No ! it is the ignorant and tho diseased that scattor
the sods of ill by not hoarding up thegood.

Neither does the * knowledgo gatherers’ " (** miser” iz here a
misnomer) woalta perish with him.” There was a time when
much of it did so, but as tho world grows in knewledge and wis.
dom, 30 docs the gonerous spirit of omulative Jove and charity in-
creaso in like proportion, and ho who ® socret fountain
of knowlodge, a new discovery that he has carefully mined ont by
unwearied labor, or mayhap accidentalls blundered upon, is now
found providing a =afo moans of having it transmitied to the
world after hix death, even if ho jealously guards it for tho s2ke of

in or glory during his lifc timo. ’

‘Will fricnd Smart please show me wherein I am wrong in these

oonclusions 1 JFal
Rospectiully
Ex.;mu DRARE SLESKER.



VOLTAIRE & TAINE NOT TO BE COMPLAINED OF.
(From the London Examiner of May 11th, 1878.)

Somo little time ago Mr. Keene had in Punchk n memornblo
sketch representing a couplo of open-zir prenchers, one of whom
in ewphatically boasting to the other, that he *’ag bin lettin’ old
'Uxley 'uvo it "ot.” Tho Bishop of Winchester in his visitation
to the clergy of Portsmouth and its neighbourhood, has been
achioving a similar task. His Lordship looks back with visiful
eves to the happy time, “ When most unbchievers were, at jeast
Deists, who admitted a first cause of the universe. moral govern.
ment and a future state.” With Voltaire and ‘Tom Paine, in
ather words, he has no fault to ind. His war is with the unbe-
lievers of the present day, who are, according to his view of their
teucts, * Pantheists, Positiveists, and almost Atheists. Weo wero
not awaro that there was any similarity between Pantheism and
Positivismn, or between Pantheism and Atheiswm. This, however,
is & matter of detail, and for a bishop who wants something or
somebody to knock down and trample upon, one *ism” is, per-
liaps, quite as good as another. The Bishop of Winchester, has a
a triumphant answer for * isms ” of an irreligious charucter. Ho
“wants to know” how lJight was first formed in the uni-
verse, aud what light is? Now wc are ready to admit that
neither Pantheist, Positivists or Atheist, can cithor tell us how
light was first formed or what it is. Secripture, in this respect,
bas an agvantage over science. It tells us how light was formed,
by the simpls process of the Diviue fiat; but we arc not aware
that it tells us what light is, or enables us to come to any satisfac-
tory conclusion between the emission hypothesis on the one band
and tho uandulatory hypothesis on the other. In this respect. at
any rate, revealod religion has no advantage over science ; neither
aro we awaro that the Bible lets any light upon the problem,
“ why no otber animal bas ever attempted to make a weapon or a
utensil?” We do not refute science by putting questivns to
scientific men, which no ono pretends to be able to answer. It
would, perhaps, be better, on the whole, if the bishops worn to con-
fino themselves to their own legitimato business and refrain from
woll-moaning but, after all, futilo attempts to “let old 'Uxley
‘ave it 'ot.”” While Dr. IIarold Browne was still & professor at
Cambridge, he wrote a very remarkablo edition to ¢ The Thirly-
nino Articles, and what are called the Proofs” He will not
enda ger his reputation if ho slicks to the Thirty-nine Articles,
and‘lmvm comparative yoology to those who have made it a special
study.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.
A Digest.

BY R. I RUTLAND.

From Youmane, Chambers, Speneer, Ray lankester, Todd, The Bishop
of Peterboreagh, and others.

Rrethren, it is a pood thing to dwell together in unity, but I am afraid
the Dunkin Act 18 cminently calenlatd to plant the seeds of perpetual
stnfc in cvery mutiapahity in Canada.

Prohilntien acts very much in the samo way as a very high protective
tariff—in fact the two plhirases are in cotamoen use as leing aynonymens
tanax {or the same thing —a highly poetective tanfl is ommonly calied 2
prohibitive anc.  The testitnony of some of the higheat anthoritics on
watters converning umtective and prohilitive taniffs ia, that they put 2
direet preminm upor crime and Jaw breaking  Gladstene, Sir Robert
Feol, and others tform ue that smuggliey and other crimes increase in
exact proportann 1o the prohilative tendency of the tanil. Tiaa waa proved
1n the most completo manner in the aeig baring Republic daning the late
avil war,  Ax they made their tan{l on whiskey more prefibitive by
rainng the daty continnally higher, 2o in arithmetical proportion did their
revenue amall by d@srm and beautifolly Jems. Not becanne the
consumption of whiskey had decreased, (30 the United States eerciary of
Troararv infrrmns u,) Lut because smuggling and pravate stillsand illiat
trading had increased.

The prohilitive tariff had pat a dirvct preminm on crime, on law-break.
ing, the crime increasing in geometrical proportion with the mising the
daty highen -thatiz, nmarer to a prohibitive atate. Thix was clearly
proved by the sequel. ‘fha necessity of gelting a revenze compolled them
to lower tho tarifi. As thoy gradually madethe tariff loss prodibitivs a0
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m tho same proportion did the revenue become groater, Not Leeauso
the consumption of whiskey had increased (so the United States Secretary
of Treasury informs us), but because smuggling, privato stills, and illicit
trading had decressed.

The Punl.. Prohibitive Act would put a direct premiam on crime, on
law breaking, illicit drinking, which would be a great natioual calamty. For
to be a law-abiding citizen is to be a gowd ci‘izen. One of tho highest
cnconiumg that cait be passed on any uation 1 that of a law.abiding peo-
itlc. Henee the necessity for not making such impracticable laws as tho

Dunkin Act,

Herbert Spencer and others among the greatest authorities on the dutice
of governments aml the kind of laws which are beneficial or bancful, tell
us th.t it is no part of the duty of a governing bedy to say to its people
you ~hall not drink this, you shall not cat that.

True, says the fanatical advocate of the Dunkin Act, but aleo-
holic Jiquors are poisens. Indeed ! But we have a large number of the
highest authoritics in physiclogy who tcll us that while aleohol, like many
other substauces, has 1 {arge quantitizs a narcotic -a devitahizug effect,
1t has in small quantities a stimulating effect, between  which and narcot.
1sw there 18 a ditlerence, not of degree, but of kind., The stimulating
cllect 18 precsely the same with that of highly nutntious and casily
digested food.  As regards the vital functious, it differs from the effect of
ordmary fovd only in rapidity of production. It does uot substitute an
abuormal for the nurmal action of the bodily organs. 1t restores their
natural functions, aed it is capable of rectifying cither deficient or redun-
daut functional action.

‘Yhe only positive difference of effect between ordinary food and alco-
holic stimulants is, that the latter does not to any great cxient add to the
bull. of the body. There is no recoil or reaction after it, except that, as in
the case of ordinary food, the cffect is cxbausted after a time.  There is
nothing to suppors the belicf in a reaction except the depression involved
in a gradual recovery from the effect -« large quantity of aleohol.

But between the narcotic effect of a large and the stimulating effect of a
small quantity there is, as alrcady said, a difference of kind.  And the ex-

renence of mankind, the fact that modemte dnuking docs not usually pass

into excessive dnnking, sufficicntly clearly shows that it is not found
necessary tu intrease the juantity used for stimulation, as alleged by ad.
vocates of the Dunkin Act.  For niysclf 1 know in this, our good aity of
Toronta, two worthy 511 maiden ladies--may their shadows never grow
Jesm—who for forty years bave been in the halit of {aking one one-hialf
pint of beer davided between the two nightly, and dunng forty yaany' ex.
prrience have never found it nceeasary to iucrease the quantity i order to
produce the sams cffect every night of their life.

Since stimulation restores the natural functions, it of courscis capable
of removing the conscquences of functions being perverted.  Among other
things, it gives relicf from pain and muscular spasms, reduces tho circula.
ticit when too rajnd, produces healthy slecp, and removes general delality,
as well as the fatiue of apecial organs,

Whether it te an impoertant extent cffeets the waste of tissues or kecps
waste matters in the blood is at present undetermined.  However this
iray be there is ne justification for holding that life is to be measured by
the aggregativn of tissuc or the rapulity of Ixdily changes. The notion
that alcohio] checks the burniag, of tusuc by tabang up the oxygen recaved
by the lungs, originated whea it was belioved upon the authority of Licbig
{it was so believed until o fow years age, but the contrary is held nowy
that alcohol tras altogether decomposed in the bady. 1t follows that
aln-holic liquors taken cautiously aad i muall quantitics, (the quantitics
varying with the circumstances and with the constitution of the indivadual)
may not only be used with safety, but advantaze. . ]

1t is not disputed that maay persens live in health without it that

rersons having an abundance of wholesome 100, unt over worked, livin

in wil constructed h , atd in whol ar, can usually dispenee wath
it. But when sane or all of these conditions arc wanting, which in
towns at any rate, happens in ail but exceptional cases, a nearer approach
to health is made, when a moderate use iswmade of aleohiol. 1t is not denied
that drinking is closcly conncctod with, or that it exasperates the misery
anderg.ac by the poor, but it is demied that dnnking i3 the caure of the
miscry.  Dnanking must be reganded as an cffect of the lad conditsans n-
herited by the poor, and uader which they live. Teraons born in close
allevs, and brought up in foul air, living 2lways from haud to wmanth, rften
with msafficient or unwholesome food, fcel a nood of stimulants to sup-
port vitality. . )

The flactuations of crime (property so-calied), do not depend upon the
amnunt of drinking, (hut 30 far as they can be_u-aeul 1o one o1 two aircume
stances, Njwh variations in wages) the priacipal evidence for that adea :s
the statements of convicts who are anxious to palliate their offencex iy
attnbuting them to an cxternal canye. It is destitation and inhented
tendencies, notdmnkenncay, that contributes most largely to the preduction
of crime  Imunkenncse, cnime, pauperisin, CANNGT be ;;,crmmcnt_ly re-
dnced by the Dankin Act, ~r anything clse, except through 2 material and

" moral unprovement bang effectad among the poor.

HUerlert Spencer tells na that it i3 a0 part of the daly of a
governing Lody to say %o its people, *You shall not spead your
moncy upen this or upon that”™ The power of provuring articles
that aro dosired iz what men work for—the great molive for in.
dustry.  And it is unreasonable in a Giseal point of view to 3poak of the
material resonrcos being wasted npon liquors, any more than upon tea or
beae!, or other subatances which parish with tho using.

.
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Compulsory ahstinence {rom alcobol would not produce tho samo result
as volunfary abstinence. Abstinence to be valuadble must bo a sign of moral
improvement. 1t is sargn, BETTEE, to leavo the poor to face tempta-
tions—trying to fortify them agaiust these temptations by cducation—by
giving them corrert acientific knowledge—principles and views of their moral
obligations to themsclves, their families end society at large, at the same
time holding before them the spectacle of temperance an
tho case of the wore comfortablo classes,  Moderate drinkers in grneral
aro iu no danger of becoming habitual drunkards. It is persons wanting

its results in -

in prudence and of intemperate constitudon that are exposed to that |

danger ; and keeping peoplo in leading atrin%s
as t0 tho plea of examplo—it is no more a duty to refrain from aleoholic
liquors as an example to the intemperate, than it is a duty to refrain from
marriago as an example to people who make improvident marriages with
its accompanying isorics.

Tho bravo Bishiop of Peterboro’ says of course it is competent in A com-
munity to make laws as to what I shall eat, and what I shall drink ; but
such a commuaity is not free, and freedom iv the immediate jowel of the
soul ; give meliberty or give mio death. ‘The craving for stimunlation and
for stimulants—in one or another of their innuneradle forms—is not a
local, unusual, arbitrary or statutory thiog, but a rooted and universal
passion of hunan natarc. Just look at the high rate of crime, insanity
aud idiocy existing smong the water-dnnking Hindoos, the Arabs and
Turks—and at the low rate in Ireland and Scotland, whero alcobol is
largely consumed.

The usc of alcohol contributes largely to social pleasures, and thercfore
to the amelioration of the human lot, and bas been axplicitly approved by
the founder of Christianity—who the Bible inforins us created wino after
1men had well drunk.

The Dauki Act gives the governing body a power to which it . ing effects, they arc not awarc of any depression. There is a very

has not the least right or claitn, a pawer of dqclaring the absolute
trath of a doctrine, of Iaying down a law uponaquestion of private morals
with which it Lias no more concern thau a question of private creed.

There is not the slightest evidence to show that alcohol causes more im.
morality than catingto cxcess, than ostentation, idleness, vanity, or s
hundred other crrors of judgment or inclination with which statesmen in
all free counttics decline to interfere.  The right of frcodem includes the
right to judge upon such points, even to judge wrong. A maw may drink
tea or amoke tobacco until a¢ has shattered dis nerves, lost his cmploy-
meot aud Lecome a hopeless invalid, but the State has no night to interfere.
We have no more right te use compulsion to make a wran better, than we
have to compel him to be wiser.  No pore claim to make him take less
alcolio] than to compel him to indulge less in the mental dissipation of
reading incessant telegrams from the scat of war, which will be all contra.
dicted to-morrow.

Flic wholc matter is one as entirely beyond the province of the state as
religious belicf itself.  The Dunkin Act clearly sliows the lengths to which
the advocates of total abstincaice are prepared to go~the utter contempt
in which they hold freedom, humanity, and the welfare of the state in
comparison with their crotchety hatred of a particular kind of food. The
headlong reforner with auy particular hobby—be it a Dunkin Act, or any
other Act, who tixes his attention upon some special phase of stimulation,
aud would eradicate it root and branch, is soon found t be himself involved
in something not very unlike what he 30 zealously condemns.

Ono thunders against the whole tribe of alcohelic stimulants, from
cthereal wine to acrid whiskey, and never touches, tastes or handles them
—the pipe will do for him.  Another counterblasts tobzeco—content with
abundance of strang coffec ; another decrics all these together, inspired by
the stimulus of concentrated potions of tea. Still another ingests, pe~
haps, only vegetables and water, and fulminates from _the pulpit or plat.
form against all those gross material indulgences, yet is lifted into the sov.
cuth hearen of enjoyment by the atimulating incense of flattery and praise
which comes up fromn admiring auditors, and _without which life to him
would be ** ata{e. flat, and anprofitable.” Others get from music, ¥ictum
theatres, fashinn, novels, newspavers or travel, a quicter form of cxcite.
wneat, which, thongh often running into dissipation, is leas harmful than
ordinary narcotic aver atimulation.  How far the ball reem, the pulpit, the
mlitical campaign, the tectotal platiorm, or a religions revival may be the
cquivalent of a drinking aprec, we wall not pretend to say ; but that they
arc all marked by a2 common character—~-the stimulation of pleasurable
focling—carried to A pitch of excitement which ends in reaction, more or
Jess exhansting, is nnt to be denicd.

A3 regands relief from tho inischiefs of over-stimulation—alooholic or
wiherwise—the Dunkin Act cannot accomplish i, We ahall do well to
remember that the cvil of alocholic atimulation does not exist alanc ; it s
part of the general imperfection of human nature, and the social state which
Jccompanies it.  Norisit to be remedicd alone. The evils that result
from the craving for atimulants and the gratification of it to an injurious
cxcoss, will probably only be removed with the slow ard general improve.
ment of character and amelioration of social conditions.  As soon as poople
know better their own nature, and the trae conditions of its unfolding, and
begin 20 regard the subject with a more macred respect ; in proportion to the
&rowth of a scientific conscience—1nan will bocome 2 higher law to him.
a¢!f{—and some of the grosser vices of conduct may be expocted gradually
%o disappear.

has never beena success. And

—————

Tho gross su})cmtitiou: and idiotic absurdities to bo found in Christianity,
and the folly of drunkenness, both of theso evils which now afllict human-
ity, will probably disappear togother.

The habit of stimulation is not confined to special communitics,
but pervades alike the civilized and uncivilized races all over the
world, varying in different types of humanity but common to all. Some
races take to opiuin, others to hasheesh, others to alcohiol. It is this deep
basis of the propensity in human nature that gives to the subject its
mystery and its perplexity.

The rationalo of stimulation is indeed not so puzzling. Tood builds up
and maintains the vital activity of the whole animate creation in its work-
ing state, but that is not enough for man. Ie leads a life of high
and complex fecling—subject to wido fluctuations, while his iutellect fur-
nishes him with tho means of influenciog his emotional states. Ho thore-
fore secks thoso agencies which act to arouse pleasurablo emotions, and
theso are stimulants,

From tho days of Jechonadab, the son of Rechab, down to those of Rather
Mathew, UGough, diurphy and Rine, thcre have never been wanting
prophets to denounco aud predict the awful conscquences of indalgence
alcoholic liquors.  Yet in every civilized community in the world of the
present day somo form of alcohiol is regarded as necessary to the comfort
aud happiness of the social gathering.  The sovereigns of the world at
their feasts, and the humblest denizens of huts and cabins have alike recog-
nized its preseuce as an_assuager of sorrow and the active agent in the
dovelapment of those feslings which render human intercourse agreeable
and pleasant.

Medical mer of all ages have prescribed it for a variety of discases. The
daily experience of a large proportion of mankind who take small quanti-
tics of alcohol from day to day is, that whilst they experience its exhilarat-

numerous and learncd class of the community in all parts of the world—
onc of tho scizntific professions—the large majority of whow, together with

. their familics, make alcoholic beverages an article of daily consumption,

and the doctors are a scientific body who have made it the study of their
lives what to cat, drink and avoid.

Among 3 host of others, Dr. Todd, Dr. Ray Lankester tho translator of
the Natural History of Creation, by the great German Philosopher, Emest
Haceckel, and others, tell us that the action of alcohol in discasc is to sus.
penad the disintegrating process cngeadered by morbid actions, aund thus
to give time for new and healthy actious to set in.  The opinion of the
great bulk of the modical profession is to be relicd on and that would lead
us to regard alcohol as equal if not seperior to any other known remedy
for the purposo of combating disease.

Perhaps of all sulatances used by man as food, aleoinl confers the great-
est amount of plcasure, the most intenso gratification  What painting
is to the cyc, and music to the car—sweet .ad  pleasant—
liquors aro to the taste. In all nations and in all climes man has indulged
in the ploasures of tho palate.  According to Christianity, wine and strong
drink was the promise of the prophct of God to his people for obedicnee to
his lJaws. The Psalmist thanked God for the wine that made his hcart
glad. Christ wrought his first miracle on carth in creating alcohol for the
Pleasurc of tho guests at a wedding {east, to show the important relations
0 which alcohol stands to man.

At all cvents the bigoted, fanatical probibitionist 1s in the position of the

i hero of Butler's, Hudibras—** who compounded for sins he was inclineq to,

by damning those he bad no mind to.”

This Article is publishod in Pamphlet form rrico 10 cents, or $R.00 Pcr 100,
Also uniform in style and price, * The Evolution T hilosopby.™ ** The Philosophy
of Herbert Spencer,™ and ** Comtc's Positive Philosophy.”

Casnt SunscrirTIONS Sinco last number:—Alox. Shaw, $1.00;
H. E. Hill; §1.00; Geo. Dame, $1.00; Albert White, $2.00,
for H. Martin and T. D. Finlay; William Lces, $1.00; Lucius
Preffer, $1.00; Joel Lewis, $2.00, for F. Christopher and James
Newby ; Dr. Lemon, $1.00 ; H. Cornwall, $1.00; C. D. Fuller,
per L. E. Pake, §1.00; G. G. Bobier, §2.00, for F. Zingg and
Wm. Barnctt; D. E. Burdett, $1.00; Dr. W. C. Gouinlock,
£1.00; Chas. B. Hoyd, $1.040; H. J. Brown, §1.00; W. Hud-
son, $1.00; J. M. Wallace, §1.00; Thos. Cox, per J. C. Kearns,
50 cents ; Jamos Cunard, per J. Greaves, $1.00; M. H. Holle-
rich, 50 cents; W, Ridlay, $1.00 ; Dr. Ismcl Betz, $1.003 W.
W. Scholes, $§1.00; James Lait, §1.00; Wm. Riley, 50 conts:
John Dadson, $1.00; John Ormrod, $1.00; A. Pringle, $2.00,
for R. Ford and L. Turgoon, W. N. Watson, $2.00.
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public.”—TReTit SREKER.

“A harbingcr of health and happiness for
the houschold, an efficient preacher of the
rightcousncss of right living.”—Cunistiay
CiaxrioN.

*¢ Tho necessity for such a publication has
long been apparent to all intercsted in the
wise philanthropy that socks the moral and
i:hysx.cal regencration of tho race. Tho

’hysiologist must and will be the prophet
ricst of the future, commissioned by creative
intelligence to reveal thoso Jaws which aro
written in the vital structure of the human
organism.”—Tnos. Y. Oraay, Ep. of * Liv-
ix6 Issus”

1 am delighted +rith the finst number of
the Physiologist. It is all good, its matter
varicd, scnsible, instructive, valuable, just
what is nceded in cvery family."—Sgsan H.
\Wixox.

It ig a beautifol paper, a valuablo woman's
;{:]»cr—ao clean, 30 purely white, and with a
delicato loveliness sproad all overit. Izmin
love with it, and prophesy for it a groat name
and a world-wido fame.”"—~Mks. E. D.SLEXRZXR.

Subacription price, - - . $1 50 per year.
Single copios, = - - - - 15ocents.
Address,—
SARA B. CHASE, A M., M. D,
56 Woat 23rd St., New York.



148

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

Bookseller and Stationer,

Will send by mail, post paid, on receipt of
Cataloguo price, any of tho following works ;

Volnoy's Ruines of Empires..... ...8100
Strauss’ Tho Old Faith and the New.. 200
Christian Theology and Modern Scep-
ticism, by the Duko of Somerset.. 075
Parker’s Discourses on Religion. ... 200
Mills' Three Essays on Religion. ..... 200
C'odd’s Childhood of the worla...... o
¢ Childhood of Religion .... . 223
Frothingham’s Transcendentalism n
Now England, .......... .
Frothingham’s The Safest Creed .. .
o Tho Cradle of Chris...
b4 Child’s Book of Relig'n
“ cliefs & Unbelicvers
and other Discoarses
sSupernatural Rebigion. 2 Vols. 8.0 .
Matthew arnold’s Laterature & Dogma
. God and the Bible....
o Essays on Criticism. ..
v Essays on Church &
Religion ..........
- Amberloy's Analysis Religious Belief
Huxley’s Critiques and Addresses....
s Anaa?lmy of Vortebrated Ani-

b b S OO 3= b ek 0D

o8 83383 33338 3382 83 T 8 LYSIBLBIIKY L83 ¥¥LES gy

. - ar — — ——————r - - S — ——— ————— - — - s

™

bt
¢ Men's place in Mature .....
“ Origin of Spocies
Haeckel's History of Creation, 2 vols.
Quatrcfage's Natural History of Man
Mivart’s Contemporary Evolution....
Spencex’s (Horbert) Sacial Statics. ...
“  Psychology. 2 vols ........
— ‘¢ Prinuples of Binlogy. 2 vols.
“ First l").rinciples

S~ & The Study of Sociclogy . ...
Draper’s Intellectual Development of
Europe. 2 vols .
Draper’s Conflict betwpen Religion &
Science
Buckle's History of Civilization in
England. 2 vols
Tyndall’s Forms of Water .

¢ Heat 38 2 mode of motion.
“ OnSound ...... ...... ..
¢ Michacl Faraday ..........
¢ Fragments of Science .. ... 2
¢ Hours of Exercise i the Alps
Darwin's Naturalists’ Voyage around
the World
¢ Origin of Species .........
¢ Decent of Man. E vols......
¢ Inscctivorous Plants
*“  Cross and sclf fertilization, 2

¢ Expressions of the Emotions

in mon and animals ......

Cazelles’ Evolution—Philosophy ....
Fontaine's How the World was peopled
Sinith’s From Daw: o Sunrise. .....
Underwood’s Hervunes of Freethought
Savage’s Roligion of Bvolution ......
Stephem’s History of Bnglish Thought~
b
Renan's Lifeof Josus .......o .0
Bradlaugh's Thoughts about tho Devil 150
Cobbo’s Religious Demands of the Age 040

* ¥Somo of the abovo may be had socond-
liand, at rednood privos.
Address ALFRED PIDDINGTOX,

248 & 250 Yongo St.,
Toronto.

ot DO &1 O DD 1S ok O ek ek 1O

(2]

................

b

G = 0D W

14

-----

O BN s L0 B

Pod tud 1D RO b3 LO

>0

———————— —— =

RARE CHANCES.

Ve will send the

Freethought Journal,
Spiritual Offering,

AND

The Evolution,

All for ono year for the sum of $3.76.
Evulution apd Jourxatl for §2.00 a year;
Bpiritnal fering and Jounsar, for 2.75,
in advance. The Spiritual Offering is edited
by AMr. D. M. Fox and Mrs. Nettie Pepre
Fox, aud 1a one of the bLest magazines
sublished in the United States. The

volution is the best Materialistic journal in
the United States, and the Freermovant
Jourxavis tho only Liberal paper published
in the Dominion of Canada. Has a corps
of able cuntributors, and is abreast of the
times.

Address,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE, -
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HE POSITIVE THINKER-—Owned
and pubiished by the New York Lib-
eral Publishing Company, in Science Hall
Bulding,No. 141 Eighth street, near Broad-
way, G. I. Henderson and H. B. Brown
oditors, 13 an eight-page family, newspaper,
devoted to the threo groatost human inter-
ests—Truo or Positive Thought, Industry,
Improved and Happy Homes. It will ad-
vocate the Religion of Humanity, showin
that, though there are many churches ang
sects, thero is but Onc Reldigion ; that, when
scparaté 1 from superstition and based on
the solid rock of Science—leaving tho barren
ficlds of negation, doubt, tho unknown and
tho unknowable to metaphysicisns and theo-
logians—will when properly presented,
unite mankind everywheroe, furnish instruc-
tion to young and old,tenci\ing tho truth, in
order to Qo the right—giving instruction
and guidance from the cradls to tho yrave.
The * Positivo Thinker " is not the organ of
any socicty, sect or party. It assunes the
responsibility of allits utterances. It hopes
1o find many readars within as well as out-
side tho churches. It will do ore to preo-
scnt what is truoe than to ridiculo what is
falsc ; to affirm rather than dany; baild
than destroy ; $o replace faith by oconvict-
ions—and particularly labor to moke thix
world bolter and man happier. The first
few numbers will appear monthly, until our
subscribors loarn its valae, after which it
will Lo issued weekly. Prioo per annum
S$L.50, sx months 75 conts ; thre mouths
40 oonts. To clubs of five 85;  clubs of
ton, and ond to gotter-up of club 810, post-
agn froe.  Sond for sxmplo numbers. ~ Ad-
dross tho POSITIVE THINKER, Scionce
¥a13 Building, No. 141 Eighth St,, New
ork.

1

. e o . ——— — — - —

CALKINS .
CHAMPION
NOVELTY WASHER!

1
'

Is the most remarkable discovery of the
19th century, whereby every lady can be
her own laundress and find pleasure and
amusement therein. It saves time, labor,
trouble. It washes quickly, cleanly and
easily. Wil do a day’s-ivashinginthree
hours, and do it well, .

Cannot get out of order.

Have one and try it before you buy it.
go charge for trial. Price reduced to

6.00.

. It saves its cost in the wear of clothes
in six months.

STOCKTON, ROSSITER & €0,
122 King Streat West, Toroato.

Iu stock, or engraved to ordor,
Notarial Seals, Lodge, Jorporation and
8ociety Seals. p

Steel Stamps |
yO0R

i el
Dite Shwmps, Bual, ;
- Office and Haad . §
Stamps, &2
Confectioners’

And Bolls.

Bottlers® Stamps for Capenles and wax—
all kinda. -

Shielde and Rannavets for Liberal ssociAs
i oneappropriataly grouped.




