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Lux, Lex, Dux, Rex.

—_—
HE\THICI,HRADFOID.

—_—

LUX,

The world lay wrapped in darkness,

When Christ the Light was born H
What wondrous dazzling glory
Surrounds that Christmas morn !
And still that Light is with us,
To shine upon our way,
When may we fee] his presence,
This blessed Christmas Day.

LEX,

Obey him, if we love him,

This law is given to all :
Christ’s yoke is never grievous
To those who hear his call,
The great commandment follow,

This holy Christmastide 3
Let love, his love, constrain us,
And in our hearts abide.

DUX.

Through lite's mys ‘rious pathways,
Christ will cy» leader be ;
To us his wayw irc. children
He calleth, “ Follow me,”
Dea» Guide, so true and loving,
Who came a child to earth,
We rise this day to greet thee,
And hail thy wondrous birth,

e

|

. A babe in manger lowly,
And yet a king so great ;
Thy palace but a stable,
No guards, no royal state ;
O Light, 0 Law, 0 Leader,
O King, in childlike frame,
We would be thine forever,
In deed, as well as name,

—Plttsburg Christian Advocate,

Christ Comes Again,

Jom MCFARLAND,
Lo ! Christ comes even é¢e the least,
For each the angels grandly sing 3

Life’s common ways exalted are,
Life’s common Wwork is made sublime,

Because by sea ang winding stream
The Lord Christ’s footsteps stj)] are
pressed,
Earth keeps the glory of a dream,
The world and aj] that is are blest,

The Lord is here, not far away ;
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Sunday School Lessons for 1906.

HE lessons for the whole of the year

will be on the words and works of

Jesus. We venture to say that

never since that m#tchless life was lived
on earth will it have been so profoundly
studied as during the coming year. Light
from every quarter shall be focussed on
the sacred page, and the study through-
out fifty-two weeks of the life of him
who was not only a sacrifice, but an en-
sample for us, cannot fail to have pre-
foundest influence upon the heart and
mind and will. May we not_count on
nobler ideals, a wider vision, a fuller con-
secration as a result of this sacred study.
It is a great and precious privilege to
guide the. feet of the young and unwary
into the blessed footprints of him who
went about doing good. No commentary
upon the life of Jesus is so good as that

'
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life itself as set forth in the words of the
Evangelists. Other books are helpful, but
the Book of books is most helpful of all.
For those who have time and opportunity
we commend specially the study of the
“ Life of Christ,” by Dean Farrar (price
90 cents), the most readable and instruc-
tive one that we know. Gelkie's “ Life
of Christ " {3 less interesting in style, but
very useful. Edersheim's “ Life of our
Lord,” a large work in two volumes, pub-
lished by our Book Room at $2, is an ex-
haustive work of permanent value.
Stalker’s “ Life of our Lord” (price 60
cents), is a brief and exceedingly useful
book.

How a Harmony Helps.

MONG the most successful helps to
A the study of the life of Christ has
been found a good harmony of

the Gospels. The advantage of such a

* harmony, or Monotessaron, as it is called,

will be shown by the l_’ollowlng extracts
from an article by Prof. Amos A Wells,
in The Sunday School Times :

“ Far above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the Mono-
tessaron the very best help to Bible
study. The Monotessaron, it might be
parenthetically remarked, for the benefit
of the lexicon-lazy folk, is a Harmony
of the Four Gospels, so arranged as to
make one continuour and complete story,
in Scripture words alone. Speaking for
one, I may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a Monotessaron, that
Matchless Life has shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and ma-
jesty before unimagined.

“A further finestimable advantage is
the appreciation of surroundings. What
light is cast, for example, on the story
of Lazarus in John by its insertion in
Luke ; the contact of these parted ele-
ments of the Gospel story sometimes
rouses a current of thrilling thoughts,
making a veritable electric battery of the
Monotessaron.

“It has given the life and person of
Christ marvellous vividness, setting facts
in their due order, location, relations and
proportions, while the facility it affords
is conctant inspiration to fresh delight-
ful study. This is the experience of
thousands, and yet I am sure that there
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best boys' stories ever written, “ Eric,”
a tale of school-boy life, by the late Dean
Farrar. The fact that Onward and
Pleasant Hours, as indeed all our Sunday
School papers, have gone up in circula-
tion by leaps and bounds, is the best proof
of their hold upon our schools.

We wish all our readers, in the best
and highest sense :

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
and
A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Methodist Magazine and' Review
for November.

The illustrated articles in this number
are : An accouat of the remarkable mis-
sions maintained for over one hundred
anc fifty years by the Moravians at Labra-
dor ; also an account of the Underground
Railway, by means of which thousands of
slaves escaped to Canada; “Modes of
Travel in China,” “Peasant Schools in
Russia,” and Current History in Cartoon,
all copiously illustrated. Other articles
are : “ Our Summer Schools,” by Rev. Dr.
Carman ; “The Simpler Life,” an anti-
dote to tuberculosis, by Sir James
Grant, M.D,, K.C.M.G.; “ With Christ at
Sea” ; “Sweden's Queen” ; “The Young
Man Problem,” by Rev. Dr. J. S. Ross, a
study of the remarkable life of Quentin
Hogg, founder of the London Poly-
technic ; “In the Streets of Tokio,” a
story of Japan in war time; “ Summer-
wild,” an attractive serial, and other
stories, make up an interesting number,
November and December numbers are
offered free to nmew subscribers, A fine
programme for 1906 is announced.

Toronte : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 for six months.

To introdudce our Magazine more
largely into our Sunday Schools we make
a special offer to send it to schools taking
two or more copies for $1.60 each instead
of $2.00, the regular price. We will also
send for this sum the November and
December numbers free. This brings the
price almost down to the price of the ten-
cent American magazines, which have the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

advantage of an enormous circulation and
large advertising patronage. Some
schools have taken as many as ten coples
for circulation, as fresher, cheaper, more
interesting and instructive than library
books. Give it a trial for 1906, and we
feel sure you wi'l not regret it.

Book Reviews.

“The Immanence of God.” By Profes-
sor Borden P. Bowne. Houghton,
Miflin & Company. Toronto: Wil-
liam Briggs. $1.00 net,

Professor Bowne discusses in this
trenchant little volume one of the burn-
ing questions of the hour. By many
evolutionary science is supposed to have
succeeded in dispensing with God as
essential or basal to the universe, Eng-
lish deism placed Him at such a distance
that the world ran its course without any
supernatural aid. The revival of a study
of Spinoza has brought a decided reaction
against deistic transcendance, with a de-
cided tendency towards a pantheistic
immanence. Can the two claims of the
divine transcendance and the divine im-
mance be so adjusted that we can find
a satisfactory theory of the relation of
God to the world, and of the world as in
some way dependant upon God?

The word of inspiration declares that
“in God we live and move and have our
being.” All lines of reflection are fast
tending towards the same point. We may
Jjustly describe all things as a “natural
supernaturalism,” or a *“supernatural
naturalism.” Terms count for but little
so long as we have the right idea. Nature
is but an expression for the will and pur-
pose of the Eternal. “ This doctrine we
call the divine immanence ; by which we
mean that God is the omnipresent ground
of all finite existence and activity. The
world, alike of things and of spirits, is
nothing existing and acting on its own
account, while God is away in some
extrasidereal region, but it continually
depends upon and is ever upheld by the
ever-living, ever-present, ever-working
God.”

This fundamental position is worked
out with remarkable vigor and clearness
under the following divisions : God and
Nature ; God and History ; God and the
Bible, and God and Religion., Cl aier
utterances, saner thought, and stronger
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argument it would pe hard to find, and g Deculiarly an American disease that

on and yet the discussion Is 80 plain anq practl- it hag eyen been calleq Americanitis,
Some cal that the lay reader can thoroughly Our neighbors of the republic and our-
coples understand it, Jtg perusal will' correct selves, ag well, are living too fast, crowd-
more many a foolish error, and strengthen and  ing the work of Wweeks before the days
l'lbrary clear the faith of every believer, It isa of telegraphs and telephones. into hours,
\nd we most timely contribution to g burning No fagged man can be at hig best, espe-
question, and does Infinite credit to an clally for the highest things,
author to whom we are all deeply in- ere is also an important influence

debted, It ought to have a place in every  of mind on body. If the
Sabbath Schoo] library, anq in the home may give way to inerti

{
.'
|
l

4 and lazinegs
of every minister and layman, Haste makes Waste. One must control
his emotiong, Hurry ang worry are
—_— fatal to the best work. A calm assured
faith will not only clarify the Judgment i
Profes- “Ratfonal Living, Some Practica] Infer-  but build up character, Habjt may make :
ighton, ences from Modern Psychology,” By  action automatic. Gooq habits are ag
: Wil- Henry Churchi) King., New York : easily formed as bag ones. We shoulq
The Macmillan Company, Toronto :  make our nervous system our ally’ insteaq
hi Morang & (o, Pp. xvii-271, Price, of our enemy. In study the power of
lbl:l": $1.25, attention is the very centre of the will
many The new psychology has been largely gf‘l;lda:'dang;r::aitg:eaksvgo;:;uliztha;zegln
> have an academic affair, the outcome of fp- every mm}lctlon .Our judgment should
od as genious ]aboratory experiments Which be followed by n'n act of the will It is
Eng- bring it largely within the range of pgy. action ajone that fixes habit, we should
stance chological research. In the science of do something we don't like io every day.
ut any teaching, however, it has been turned to ¢ I }late % g,et up in the morning,” snld
study yery practical use, anq the entire educa- Mr. Gladstone, “ anq I hate it every morn.
action tional system, from kindergarten to unj- fng‘., but he d'ld it
| a de- versity, has received new impulge there. . |
helstic from. President King's bool is the fipgt The temptation of the times is the pas.
of the systematic example that we know of mak. sion for material comfort whicn inter.
ne im- ing practical uge in every-day life of the feres with the vlain living and nigh
n find discoveries anq principles of the modern thinking of an earlier day. The call of
ion of psychology. Hig book is one of prime  duty is a nobler thing than the siren song
| as in importance in the development of borp  of Pleasure ; the Pilgrim’ Chorus in
morals and manners, Wagner is better music than the Venus
s that The four great inferences from the new Song. Passive emoti(?n, that ls,lthe mere
ve our bsychology, says President King are: feeling of pity orhas mpathy v“hout ;n
e fast Life is complex; man ig aunit; will and  act, but weakens {) e will. A gir, m?y he
e may action are of central importance ; and the moved to tears 1 v the s;)rrohws 0 tltl e
atural Will is concrete, To the elucidation and  heroine in a nove and yet eth ‘:" ';’l? ‘;"
atural application of thege inferences his book carry the coal, At man’s 'i“; ole life 15
little Is devoted. A very Important chapter i3 defined in terms o hthe ':' J W;“'k ls
Jature that on the unity of minq anq body and  the chief means to ¢ aracler “dbl“f]’p “
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" INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE LESSONS

FOURTH QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

LESSON X. Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jetusalem

[Dec. 3

GOLDEN TEXT. Watch and pray. Matt, 26, 41.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Study the chapter]

Neh. 4. 7-20 | Commit to memory verses 19, 20]

7 But it came to pass, that when San-bal'lat,
and To-bi'ah, and the A-ra’bi-ans, and the Am’
mon-ites, and the Ash’dod-ites, heard that the
walls of Je-ru'sa-lem were made up, and that
the breaches began to he stopped, then they
were very wroth,

8 And conspired all of them together to
non:je and to fight against Je-ru'sa-lem, and to
hinder it.

9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto ofir
God, and set a_watch against them day and
night, because of them,

10 And Ju'dah said, The strength of the
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is
nl:uvh l']lllhhi!hl so that we are not able to build
the wall.

11 And our adversaries said, They shall not
know, neither see, till we come in the midst
among them, and slay them, and cause the
work to cease,

12 And it came to pass, that when the Jews
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us
ten times, From all Ipluoes whence ye shall re-
turn unto us they will be upon you.

13 Therefore set I in the lower places be-
hind the wall, and on the higher places, I even
set the people after their families with their
swords, their spears, and their bows.

14 And T looked, and rose up, and said unto
the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest
of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: re-
member the Lord, which is great and terrible,
and fight for your brethren, your sons, and
your daughters, your wives, and your houses,

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies
heard that it was known unto us, and God had
broaght their counsel to nought, that we re-
turnked all of us to the wall, every one unto his
Work.

16 And it came to pass from that time forth,
that the half of my servants wrought in the
work, and the other half of them held both the
spears, the shields, and the bows, and the haber-
m;m;u :da{;d the rulers were behind ail the house
of Ju'dah.

17 They which builded ov the wall, and they
that bare burdens, with those that laded, every

Revisen Version®

7 But it came to pass that, when Sanballat,
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Am
monites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the
repairing of the walls of Jerusalem went for
ward, and that the breaches began to be stopped,
then they were very wroth; 8 and they con
spired all of them together to come and figh!
against Jerusalem, and to cause confusion
therein. 9 But we made our prayer unto our
God, and set a watch against them day and
night, because of them. 10 And Judah said,
The strength of the bearers of burdens is de
cayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we
are not able to build the wall. 11 And our ad
versaries said, They shall not know, neither
see, till we come into the midst of them, and
slay them, and cause the work to cease, 12 And
it came to pass that, when the Jews that dwelt
by them came, they said unto us ten times from
all places, Ye must return unto us. 13 There
fore set T in the lowest parts of the space be-
hind the wall, in the open places, I set there
the people after their families with their
swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And
I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles,
and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people,
Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord,
who is great and terrible, and fight for your
bréthren, your sons, and your daughters, your
wives, and your houses.

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies
heard that it was known unto us, and God had
brought their counsel to nought, that we re-
turned all of us to the wall, every one unto his
work. 16 And it came to pass from that time
forth, that half of my servants wrought in the
work, and half 'of them held the spears, the
shields, and the bows, and the coats of mail;
and the rulers were behind all the house. of
Judah. 17 They that builded the wall and they
that bare burdens laded themselves ; every one
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and

" ‘sTho Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
ons.
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one with one of his hands wrought in the
and with the other hand held a weapon,
18 For the builders, every one had his sword
girded by his side, and g0 builded.  And he that
sounded the trumpet way by me,
19 And I said unto the nobles, and to the
rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work
18 great and large, and We are separated upon
the wall, one far from another,
20 In what place there
of the trumpet, resort
God ghall fight’ fop us,

fore ye hear the sound
Ve thither unto us: our

Home Readings
| Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Assm'iuliunj
M. Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusa-
lem. Neh. 4, 1-12,
Tu. Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusa-
lem. Neh. 4, 13-20,
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with the other held his weapon; 18 and the
builders, every one had his swor girded by his
side, and so builded, And he t sounded the
trumpet wag by me. 19 An said unto the
nobles, and to the rulers and o the rest of the
beople, The work is great arge, and we are
separated upon the wall ‘ar from another :
20 in what place soeve hear the sound of

the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us; our God
will fight for ys,

W. Crafty enemies, Neh, 6, 1-9.

Th. Nehemiah's courage. Neh. 6, 10-16,

F.  Dedication of the walls, Neh, 12, 27-30,
4347,

N. Our help and shield,

Psa. 33, 10-22,
8. Our armor,

Eph. 6. 10-20,

Time.—B. (. 444, Place.—Jerusalem,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 160,

Tam waiting for the Master,
ho will rixe and bid me come
To the glory of his presence,
To the gladness of his home,

~New Canadian Hymnal, No. 162,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 161,
When Jesus comes to reward
Whether it be noon or nj ht.,u. SeEhR;
Faithful to him will he find us Wwatching,
ith our law s all trimmed and bright s

'“f *oul, be on thy guard,

T'en thousand foes arise ;

The hosts of xin are pressing ha
To draw thee from the skies,

Questions for Senjor Scholars

L. Prayer (v. 7-9).—What enemies had Ne-
hemiah? Who was Sanballat? Who were the
Ammonites? the Arabians? the Ashdodites ?
Why were they wroth? What did they set out
to do? What did the Jews do to prevent this¥
When God's enemies try to hinder what should
Christians do? (Psa. 50. 15.) Why do we need
to watch as well ag pray?

2. Discouragement (v. 10-12) —What other
discouragements had they?

3. Encouragement (v. 18-15).—Which is
harder to bear, the obposition of enemies or the
dissuasion of friends?

4. Watching (v, 16-20) —What did they do

besides watch and pray? How many of them
worked? How did they work? What were the
weapons for? Whom should we watch against?
(1 Pet. 5, 8,) What else? (Mark 14, 38,)
Where was he that sounded the trumpet ? Why
was he there? Would it do for him to go to
sleep? What ig always by us to notify us when
God's enemies are near? How shal] we keep it
awake and alert? What did Nehemiah mean
by saying “we are separated”? JIg the law of
mutual help more obligatory in war times than
in times of peace? In whose fighting powers

had Nehemiah supreme confidence ¢ Repeat the
GoLp

iN TEXT.

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Dangers and Discouragements (v. 7-12),
—Who were plotting against the Jews? What
reason had they for interfering with Nehemiah ?
What did Nehemiah do besides pray? What
complaint did the men of Judah make to Nehe-
miah?  What kind of an attack did these epe-
mies plan to make against the Jews?

2. Our God Shall Fight for Ug (v. 13-20) —
How did Nehemiah arrange the: people along
the wall? What floble address dig Nehemiah
make to the leaders and the people? What ef-
fect had these arrangements upon the enemies
of the Jews? Upon what did Nehemiah depend
more than upon al] his Preparations ?

fons for Younger Schofars

What did the king tell Nehemiah to do? To
90 to Jerusalem, How long a journey was
that?  Bleven hundred miles. What did he tell

the people when he came there? That he was
90ing to build the walls,
Very glad and happy.

How did they feel?
What were they ready
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to do? Work with him. Who tried to stop then? Who heard that they were coming?
them? What did they do first? Laughed at  What did he do? What did the other men keep
thet. What made them angry after a little? right on doing? Hew did they work? With

To see the work going on. What did they do

L. Introductory (Neh, 2. 1 to 4. ¢).

(a) King Artaxerxes, observing the sadness
of Nehemiah, the cupbearer, inquired its cause.
(b) Nehemiah told of the misery of Jerusalem
(concerning which we studied in Lesson VIII).
(¢) When Artaxerxes asked what he desired
Nehemiah prayed for divine dir ‘tion, then
asked to be commissioned to “build” (that is,
to fortify) Jerusalem. (d)The king so com-
missioned him, provided him with an escort of
“eaptains of the army and ho men,” made him
governor, and gave him requi

tions on neigh-
boring governors to facilitate the rebuilding of
the walls of Jerusalem. (¢) But Sanballat,
Tobiah, and Geshem, with other neighboring
governors, were “grieved exceedingly,” feeling
that “the welfare of the children of Israel” was
opposed to their own selfish interests, (f) Ne-
hemiah, recording all this, gratefully adds,
“The good hand of my God was upon me.”
(#) When Nehemiah reached Jerusalem he rode
around the city by night to estimate the diffi-
culties of the task intrusted to him. (h) So
soon as he had mastered the situation he took
into his confidence the leading citizens of Jeru-
salem and proposed by volunteered labor to re-
build the city walls, (i) Ilis proposition was
received with enthusiasm in Jerusalem, but with
malignity by the neighboring provineial gov-
ernors mentioned above. (j) Chapter 3 is taken
up with the details of the work on the gates and
the walls. (k) Sanballat and Tobis h, two of
Nehemiah's opponents, constantly ridiculed the
work and prepared definitely to oppose it,

IT. Working, Praying, and Watching (verses
79).

(a) Nehemiah's bitterest opponents  were
officials of the Persian empire: 1. Sanballat
(“the Horonite”) of Samaria, who in the
restoration of Jerusalem foresaw the failure of
his own gapital city as thg metropolis of Pales-
tine; a man of Moabite éxtraction, who hated
the Jews; 2. Tobiah (*“the servant”—probably
an emancipated slave), an Ammonite who had
secured a dangerous influence over Rliashib,
the Jewish high priest. Besides these were
Arabians (probably predatory Arabs under the
lead of Geshem, Neh. 6. 1)} Ammonites (see
Neh. 13. 1), who, like the Edomites, had settled
on deserted Jewish farms; and Ashdodites

(Philistines), old enemies under 4 new name,
(b) Having battened on the defenseless Jews,
these heathen steadily increased in hostility

The Lesson Analysis

sword in hand.

while they watched the walls of Jerusalem
steadily rise (verse 7). (¢) With the loose
imperial system of Persia (more nearly anal-
ogous to that of China than to anyithing in
Western civilization) it was possible for one
province to fight with another without imme-
diate notification of the central government.
(d) These enemies, therefore, united to attack
Jerusalem sos as to prevent its fortification
(verse B), pretending that Nehemiah was pre
paring to rebel against Per (e¢) But the
work went on; and (f) the workers prayed to
God, while (g) they set a watch against their
enemies,

II1. 4
10-12),

(a) Most of the people of Jerusalem were
loyal to God and to Neheminh, but needed en
zement.  (b) The Jewish villagers, im-
d by thé greatness of the work and the
iness of the builders, discouraged them.
Heathen enemies conspired to murder the
builders and destroy Jerusalem. (d) The Jews
who lived near the heathen, dis overing the con
spiracy, advised the builders to cease. (e) Every
one but God seemed to be against Nehemiah and
his men.

IV. A Survey of the Sources of Strength
(verses 13-15).

(a) Nothing could discourage Nehemiah: he
redoubled his endeavors to complete the walls
and to defend the builders. (b) IHe mingled
with the poople and encouraged officers and
privates. (¢) He turned the pepple’s attention
away from their enemies to the Lord. (d) Ile
reminded them that the struggle was for their
own homes and families. (e) This renewal of
energy and faith on the part of the builders
frustrated the plans of their enemies.

V. Triumphant Success (verses 16-20).

(a) Nehemiah set one half of his men to
work and the other half to stand guard. (b) Ile
enlisted every officer of the city government in
his work. (¢) He armed the laborers so as to
show that he could not be either surprised, or
terrified, or discouraged. (d) Verses 19 and 20
show with what close organization he held his
little force, (e) For their strength they de-
pended entirely upon God. (f) The wall was
completed in fifty-two days—a most extraor
nary performance ; for which Nehemiah and his
fellow Inaborers devoutly thanked God.

The GoLpEN TEXT is admirably fitting,

Survey of the Difficulties (verses
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reion.

INTRODUCTORY Nore.—Atter the time of fasting anq prayer referred to in our lesson for November 19
.\'uhcmiuh, the king's cupheumr, laid the matter of hig deepest, concern, namely, the decolate condition
of Jeruuulmn. before King Artaxerxes and received Permission from him to go ip person to Jerusalem fora
period of years to rebuild the city and its walls. The king also 8ave to Nehemiah letters addressed t(,
the governorg of the Provinces through Which he was 1o pass, together wigp an escort of horsemen and foot
a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest,

soldiers to insure his safe and unhindereq Journey, while
secured for him the necessary building materiq) for “ beams top the gates of the castle which appertaineth
to the house, anq for the wall of the city,” and for a private dwelling tor himgels (comp, Neh, 2. 8),
Arriving at Jcrusulcm, Nehemial fipsy made a secret inspection of the conditiop of affairs anq examined
the walls, Then he called togethep the nobleg and priests and elders ang €ncouraged them to undertake the
rebuilding of the Walls and the renovation of the entire city, No sooner was the work begun thay neigh-
boring tribeg united against the Jews to hinder the undertaking, Their attitude at fipst was one of scory
and contempt, but as the Work progressed and approached jtg Successful completion thejp contempt was
changed to intense jculnus,v, hatred, ang active Opposition, W, these enemies were and how Neheniial
Prepared his people fop their intendeq attack on the city is told jn our lesson text,
—

Verse 7. Ba~‘ullat~'l'hu chief opponent and the
of Nehemiah in all his work at Jerusalem, He i h he was "ow the governor,
appears to have Leen an officer of high rank in 10. Anq Judah said—The word “Judah”
Samaria, which wag also a brovince of the here 'S 1o the wlole Jewish community,
Persian empire, which, through the eldeps and representatiye
Tobiah-—The leader of the Ammonites jn men, communicated With Nehemiah,
their Opposition to the Jews at Jerusalem, Bearers of bnrden-—~l:ul'urrhm probably
Arnbinnl—ll is not certain whethep the  to the whole working class of citizens,
tribes referred to were those dwelling to the Rllbbilh—-'“vhl'is from the walls which had
south of Palestine in the desert op the smallep been Permitted o fall into decay and to
colony established by Sargon in Samaria aftep crumble; also, probahly referring to the ac-
its desolation in the year 715 B. C. Their a)- Cumulation of rubbish in the unkept streets and
liance with the Samaritang under Sanballat open places of the city,
would seem to indicate that the latter rathep The whole of this verse must be taken to-
than the former are referred to, gether with the next. Ir ig intended to point
Alllmonltel—’l‘lw Ammonites wore the in-  ont that interng] obstacles ag well as externa]
habitants of the country just east of the Jordan hindrances were encountereq in the attempt to
hetween the rivers Arnon on the south and carry out the work., The people themselyes
Jabbok on the north, South of their territory were tired out and lllu-oln‘ugwl.
dwelt the Moabites, The people referred to 11. Our adversaries luld—('ampnrv this
here were the descendants of the ancient Am- verse with verse 10, which records what “Judal
monites, who opposed the progpess of the saiq” The secret plotting of the enemies ang
Israeliteg when they first entered Canaan from their plan of generg] attack upon the city,
the east, added to the dismur:mvml-m of the people them-
-Alhdodltel—'l‘hv People of Ashdod and  selyes, increased the difficulties which Nehemial
\'ivinily. Ashdod was the strongest of the an- found it necessary to overcome, L
cient Philistine cities, and lay almost directly 12, The Jews that dwelt by them—
West of Jerusalem near the shore of the Medi- Secattered individuals ang families living far
terranean Sea, from the city in the territory of one or the
Thus the neighboring nations on every side other of these enemjes,
of the little Jewish colony united against it in ey said unto us—That is, thoge seat-

Its efforts to redstablish itself ang rebuild the  topeqg Jews from al1 Places said unto Nehe-
walls of jtg capital eity, at tribes al] miah and those with him,

fributary to the same king should thus be at Ye must return unto us—Many of the
nmity and war with one another ig quite in able-hodjed men of these scattered familjes had
Armony with the actual conditiong then ex- heen summoned to Jerusalem to aid in building
isting, especially on the froutier of the great the walls, Tn their absence from home the de-

Persian empire, fenseless ‘members of their familjes were hap-
ur prayer unto our assed hy the enemies in whoge country they

9. But we
who looked with disfavor upon the

pronoun refers to the Jewish colony of

made o
God ~Nehemiah is himself relating the story,  dwelt and
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rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. The re-
quest seems to be for a returd home of these
able-bodied men to defend their own homes and
families.

13. Therefore—This sentence refers, not to
the preceding verse merely, but to the entire
preceding passage, including verses 7-12. It is
in view of the whole situation that Nehemiah
makes the further provision for the defense
mentioned,

After their families— Grouping the de-
fenders by families and clans.

14. I looked—That is, inspected the means
of defense when completed.

15. Our enemies heard that it was
kunown unto us—The pronoun refers to the
secret plan for their combined attack upon the
city. Of this the Jews had been informed.

God had brought their counsel to
nought—Through the means employed by
Nehemiah,

The Lesson

TuE LARGER LESSON

It is of the utmost importance that the whole
scope of this intensely interesting account of
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem shall
be studied in connection with the immediate
text of the lesson. Let teachers and all real
students take up the reading at chapter 2, the
point to which the last lesson brought us, and
read through carefully to the close of chapter
7. That will set the entire enterprise before
us with all its difficulties, and will enable us to
appreciate how notable was the success achieved.
Particularly, and this is the chief thing, it will
set the personality of Nehemiah vividly before
us, and impress us with those qualities in him
which were so admirable, and without which

the undertaking would certainly and igno-
miniously have failed. He affords a dis-
tinguished example of God's method of

hiographical revelation, exhibiting truth and
duty in concrete examples of real men engaged
in real work—a kind of revelation he is still
carrying on before our eyes in the present day.

A LEADER OF MEN

Nehemiah demonstrated that he had the quali-
ties of great leadership. It is worth while to
set some of those qualities clearly before us.
1. He was large-hearted. The beginning of the
undertaking on his part was born out of his
sympathy. His heart was deeply moved by the
report of the distress of his countrymen in
Palestine. And throughout his heart was in
his work. 2. He believed in himself. He was
not an egotist, and he did not exalt himself.
On the contrary, he was in marked degree
modest. But he had confidence in himself. He
helieved he was capable of doing the thing he

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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We returned all of us to the wall -
This statement implies what is not explicitiy
mentioned, namely, that the work had been sus
pended in anticipation of an immediate attack,

16. This and the remaining verses of the les
son are devoted to an explanation of the stand-
ing order of defense maintained after the imme-
diate danger of an attack was over.

The rulers were behind—Superintending
the work of building and ready to direct the
defense in the case of an attack.

20. Our God will fight for us—Neheminh
was well aware of the inferior numbers at his
command with which to resist a determined
onset of the combined enemy. He knew also
that the Jews were conscious of their own
weakness. Their only hope was in Jehovah, in
whom Nehemiah himself explicitly trusted for
assistance. He seeks to inspire the same trust
in Jehovah and hope of victory in the hearts of
the people.

Exposition

undertook, and he did not depend upon the
counsel of others. He never vacillated or
hesitated through any self-distrust., This char
acteristic is shown in his words in 5. 7, “Then
I consulted with myself.” If a man does not
believe in himself others are not likely to be
lieve in him. 3. He belicved in God. Through
out he expressed his trust in God. “So |
prayed to the God of heaven” (1. 4). “Wha
my God had put in my heart to do” (2. 12
“The God of heaven, he will prosper
(2. 20). These expressions show that his self
confidence had its support in God-confidence.
4. He had the power to inspire enthusiasm ani
confidence in others. He did that first of all with
the king to whom he first proposed the undertak
ing. This was the more remarkable becaus
Artaxerxes had been prejudiced against the
Jews at Jerusalem by reports sent to lin
(Ezra 4, 11-16) and had issued a decree (Fun.
1. 17-22) forbidding the rebuilding of the walk
of the city. To overcome that prejudice and
secure a counter decree and commission Wi
proof of a marked power to persuade and mow,
men. Then he inspired the people of Jerust
lem to undertake the work. When he explaind
to them his mission they said at once, “Let u
rise up and build” (2. 18). And yet befor]
they were wholly without heart. And 9
throughout. He had that indefinable spirit o
the great leader which arouses faith and ho
and courage and enthusiasm in ochers. 5.’
was superior to discouragements. How maj
and great those discouragements were we Wi
see in a moment, These only strengthened b
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e Wall— in the face of storms. 6, He had high self-  the popular enthusiasm endured ; then jt began
t_explicitiy respeot. “His strength was a5 the strength of  to give way, gng they began to say, “ppe
;d gy ten, because his heart Was pure.” He had 5

liate attack.
s of the les
f the stand-
r the imme

strength of the bearers of burdens ig ¢

Il personal dignity ang and there ig much rubbish ; so that we are not
would do nothing inconsistent with it. This able to build the wall” (4 10). Increased ae-
was finely expressed when he Was urged to hide tivity of the enemy without and a discouraged
in the temple because of g report that his life beople within created a hard situation ‘for Ne-
was threatened, He replied, “Should such a hemiah, See what Imuwh-dml of human nature,
man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as 1 and art of inspiruliun, and faith jn God he
am, would go into the temple to save his life? displayed under thoge deprosninx conditions
1 will not go in" (6. 11). It wag not necessary (4. 13-23), That

lecayed,

perintending
» direct the

was great lwldomhip that
—Nehemiah that he should live, but it Was necessary that made a people do g great thing when they
abers at his he nh(mk'i prf\norvo his honor and not hecome thought they (-oulld do nothing, 4, The selfish-
determined contemptible in his oOwn eyes. 1 suggest to the II‘I'N.V and corruption of rulers and the wealthy,
 knew also brethren of the pbulpit that they take this text The comm

on people were being robbed, their
and preach some great and much-needed ser-  land and itg products consumed, and their chil.

mons on “The Religion of Spli-Rospert." dren by stress of boverty were being sold into
i. He had the genius for organization, e bondage, and a bread-riot, the protest of the
knew how to turn mass of people into a great  poor against the greed of the rich, was im-
working and fighting machive, 8. e was  minent (5, 1-13). 1t reads like modern hijs-
capable of intenge moral indignation, When  tory, Usury and class Oppression are very
the cry of the people concerning the usury and ancient apq very modern, ang always very
extortion of the nobles came to him he said, “1 abominable! See what the ancient apostle of “y
Was very angry when | heard theip °ry and  square deal fop every

their own
Jehovah, in
trusted for
- same trust
he hearts of

man” did about jt
, these words™ (55, 6). Read that chapter and (5. 6-11). There was a directness anq a vigor
i.UP"“ the see that he wag A0ETrY to good purpose, He in his methods tha( is much like some modern
l(‘I"ﬂ.“"‘l » %35 a staunch believer ip our British doc. history also, A ruler who loyes Jjustice with
Th'“ﬂ,‘ !;"‘r' trine of ‘tq 8quare deal for overy man.” The  all his heart and hag the requisite courage can
5. 7, “Then Spirit of injustice and greed, of the strong  do ruch to make the strong respect the rights
An does ';‘” trampling upon the weak, stirred hig wrath.  of the wenk, 5. Then there were traitors and
ikely to ? But there was nothing personal or betty about  sympathizers with the enemy (g, 17-19), They
Th“:".“'“ his anger. His wrath was like the wrath of gave out information to Sanballat ang Tobiah,
od. . So I God. and worked steadily to weaken the hands of
4). “Wha Nehemiah, It wag a sti
o' 12, 13 DigFrovLTiEs, Ormsl‘rms,

’ T wind and an adverse
¥ E bt Y "“f“mm“"'"‘m“n‘ current against which Nehemiah had to sail his
The difficulties Which Nehemiah faced were

- ship, and there were many rocks, It was such
great, the oppositions he encountered were cop- leadership anq mastership as stir the heart, |
stant and  bitter, apq the discouragements pity the person who thinks the book of Nehe-
which arose were exceedingly trying, Look at miah “dry reading |

them: 1, The whole original situation, Go in '

inspiration with Nehemiah on that night ride THE PerMANEN
of ‘inspection Wwhen he went fnrl'h to see the

rosper
hat his self-
1-confidence.
vusiasm and
st of all with
he undertak
ble becaus

T LEssons

0 t But what makes this hook of Nehemiah
inst nature and extent of the city's donqluunn worth while ? What are some of jtg permanent
?:(n ’ (2. 12-16), Ruins are bad enough seen in the Jeggopg? There are several wopth
3 dayli

ght, but at night they provoke the deepest ing: 1, The value to q nation of one strong,
melancholy, Added to that material desolation true man, Goq was in it all, of course, hut
sludic vas a  disheartened and disorganized peofplo. God was ('hi('ﬂy. in Nehemiah, And God does
‘x’"Ai“” W He had to restore the heart of the nation be ore  not do things "in the world vaguely and jp-
i"";“d ol he could restore the walls of the city. 2, The definitely, but through men ip whom and by
"[ Terus Bl oPposition of enemies,  Sanballat and his_crowd whom he cap work. Nehemiah became the
. xplaindfJll were always with him, And the resourceful- heart of the nation and sets jtg blood flowing
" 0‘..'“,, il Ness and the ingenuity of these enemies Was  and its nepyes tingling, And he became the
) only out-matched by Nehemiah's patience and conscience of the nation, and set up for it the
Wisdom and lenergv. First they sneered and forgotten standards of righteousness, 9 The
mocked (2, 19) ;

remember-

There wag nothing
» : ) technically religious in the wWork which Nehe-
threatened to oPpose by force and did so op- miah did, T¢ was simply building walls, It
ﬁow (4. 7, 8); then they conspired to work wags public works, such as the building of river
Nehemiah (6, 1, 2): they hired  dikes, anq sea walls, »
*missarieg among the Jews themselves (6, 10) i ting of isthmian canals, or the works of publie
and finally they conspired with sympathizers

) sanitation, in our day. But Nehemiah made it
‘Bl dmong the Jews themselves, 2. The failing  al sacred and in the highest degree relj ious
ength Hrength of the people. Up to a certain point

by the motives which he carried into it.
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is nothing secular except to secular people, ments of life. Political unrighteonsness was

3. The religion of politics and business, Nehe- some one’s private unrighteousness; and the Scoffe

miah made no distinction between the religion man who robbed another in trade belonged to fuerors,

of his private life and his pubiic life. He was the same class as the one who robbed on the It is
simply a man of robust conscience and strong  highway. There was no cant in Nehemiah's

will who took it as a matter of course that re- religion, but there was a great stock of con- 3

ligion ought to be equally at home in all depart-  science in it. It is ¢

man buil

He is

THE LESSON PRAYER “rubbish’

The st

We thank thee, our heavenly Father, for the history of great
leaders who have given courage and conscience and hope to their gen-
erations and have led nations to the fulfilment of their destinies. Thou
hast given to our own nation such leaders, and we give thanks for our
Gladstone and Shaftesbury, and for our present King, whose power
and influence thou hast been using for furthering the peace of the
nations. We rejoice to know that thou art not less, but even more, in
the world now than in ancient times; and that thou dost still inspire
great purposes in the hearts of men, and that thy good hand is still with
all who do thy work. Help thou us and all the people of this great
nation to build about us the walls of righteousness, without which the
defence of armies and navies will be in vain ; and may mercy and justice
and truth govern all our rulers, and honor and equity prevail in all our

courageon
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work and in all our trade. Amen.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1

Nehemiah's character was constructive,

We are destroying the greatest evil when we
are building up the greatest good.

Evil is overcome with good; you will never
better things by doing something bad,

Indirection is often the most effective cor-
rection.
goes out when daylight comes,
leparts whep knowledge arrives.
hods disclose his meanings.
t desire lends its character to
the details of its expression,

He who goes out in the night looking after
the needs of God's house is living his way into

larger light, " " .
We should have more rest in God if we did
more work for God.

11

Those who are “at ease in Zion” do much to
spread discase in Zion,

It takes a man to make a wall, but a mole
may undermine it.

He is as good as ten men who can make ten
men do their best.

He is justly said to build the wall who suc-
cessfully directs the builders. ‘

He is responsible for doing that which he
gets others to do.

The spirit of duty in desds makes them
monumental,
11

The best workman is also the best watchman,

Nehemiah did not waste his strength in neg
tions, but applied it in positive performances,

He guarded off the evil by helping on the
good,

He squandered no substance on shadows, but
iperated with sunshine,
Nehemiah did not waste himself in laments
tions over the limitations of starlight, but has
tened onward to meet the sunlight.

He did not pore over the past, but pressel
forward to the future,

My fortune is in my future.

v

He who has not present faith in God has n
ground for faith in his future,

The looms of to-day weave the fabrics of th
future,

The duty of watching is manifold;
must watch his thoughts, “For as
thinketh in his heart, so is he.” A man mos
watch his emotions, for some there are who an
“past feeling,” and are given over to “hardnes|
of heart.” A man must watch his deeds, fi
every man is to be “judged according to b
deN,“
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0NSNess Was

I Scoffers are cowards that mock at con- VI
s8; and “" (uerors, You need to watch your conscience, lest the
3 hglunm‘d”” It is easier to scoff than it is to serve, light that ig in you diminish to darkness,
obbed on the

k An outrageq conscience iy the fuel that feeds
- Nehemial's 4 the fires of pemo, X

tock of con- A man’s conscience is the Lord's candle; sin
is the only extinguisher known,

It is the idler who is a weakling, the strong
man builds himself to strength by service,

He is as worthy of rewarq who remoyes the When the conscience jg utterly spent who
“rubbish” as he who places the pillar, shall relight it?
The stoker out of sight in the ship is as Sometimeg the rebuilder g greater than the
f great courageous as the captain in the cabin, builder,
eir gl::n- The Lesson Heart Talk
T Ol: EY MRS, J, j1, KNOWLES
for ou The study of Nehemiah's building project is  game sort of work apg the same difficulties,
- power stimulating, It jg full of practica) Suggestion Lot yg see how thig sensible enthusiast, Nohe-
of the for anything you or | may have to do this Very  miah, accomplished hig mission, Ty begin with,
nore, in m'vk.' The fvollndutfun of this mun"n ('lm‘r;l('[,'l‘ he listeneq ‘f‘ tidings brought from Jerusalem
inspire was his religious faith, llv‘ rvmgmzw.l God in I{,\' Some of hig hrc!hron; then he went to inves-
g social, bersonal, anq business affair and  tigate for himself, We act energetically when
ll with sought his guidance and blessing by prayer, we get a clear undvmmnding of g matter
s great This was one evidence of the sound ;:'uunl .wns'c through looking into it Personally, Having
ich the which made him a successful, pmvuvul,. busi-  geen the real conditions ang the pressing need
3 N liess man,  He says he prospered according to oy that midnight ride around the fallep walls, a
lJuSthe the good hand of God upon him, FKFrom this deep enthusiasm was kindh-(l, and othey souls
all our point of view every honorable calling in life js took fire from the soul of one man thrilleq by
stimulating, fascinating, Even the drudgery of what he had seen.  He moved the people to the

housework or the monotony of the factory is  work by telling them what he kne
lightened and brightened if we do it for (3oq ing them what & reproach it wyg to God and
and with God, Iy is fretting, wearing, and ¢ themselves to have the chosen city so dis-
wearisome without him, There is sound Sense * graced; by the assurance that jt was God's o1 p
in the religious faith that seeks the strength  cayge and he woulq prosper it, ang by the fact
and comfort of hisg “good hand” iy a1 we have  that the king of Persiy would assist the enter-
to do. prise, By every argument, fipeq With the en-
Enthusiasm and good senge both are neces-  thusiasm which came from hig faith in God, he
sary to success in any undertaking, They are stirved the People untj] they said, “Let us arige
ot always found together; if gpe cannot pos- gpq build,” anq they strengthened their hands
sess both I think gooq Sense is most to he de. for the work,
sired.  But God has made it bossible for ug to 0 how we neeq such leaders now! I wish
have both through the Holy Sp given to all they might come from my class to whom I am
shadows, but [l who g e is the Spirit of love, of power, speaking to-day—Jeadery who know, hecause
' and of a sound mind. A goung mind trusts they have or read op seen the world's
" in lamenta God, belieyes in his Buidance, relies upon hglu need of ('l[ i Who have the divine enthu-
ght, but has | for help, and also USes every materia] aid, slasm of faith ; who can kindle othep souls by
2 every faculty of Judgment, reason, prll«lovl«'on to (Iu-' fire of h:w-, courage, and zen) burning in
" but pressed B carry ot plans in all lines of life, Nehemiah their own, 1 ,I('l'l" are great gaps in the broken
depended upon God for wisdom in speaking to walls through which men and women gpe falling
the king : then, with a sure belief that God was into hopeless depths of Sin and sorprow because |
leading him he took letters of introduction to  like the nobles of Tekon SO many refuse to “put ~ !
the people of influence along the way, and an  thejp necks to the work”—too proud or too in-
sod has o[l Scort of soldiers for brotection, Fe trusted (lnh-n} to care, lferhqps You have passed over
1 God has God as though there were o earthly resources, the list of names in Nnht'lﬂlqh'n account of the
ot f thefl "™d he used earthly resources as though there building, But the Holy Spirit uses every detaij]
abrics o Were no God to trust. Op, perhaps we might  for 5 burpose, Rach person l!ad his own work
K ma [ Detter say he considered earthly resonrces as  to do; th;- daughters had their part; God has
fold; a God’s means for car ing out hig plans.  Thig always given women gap Important place in
must il 8 the true combination of enthusiasm ang com- Innldu_uz: names are mentioned be-
A man mon sense ; very desirable jn secular business, cause cvery onme's work will he tried, of what
“hardnesfill 104 even more 50 in religion, in missionary en- sort it is; at the last the Master w
to “1'" fofll trprise, and every service pertaining to oup classes, op churches, op l'unplios. but to each
lﬂ.”’;”“; hi O%n salvation ang the salvation of others, person,. “Phoy good and faithful,” 6. “Thon
rding e rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls has great wicked and slothful servant,”
Significance, In spiritual things we have the We are well acquainted with Sanllat,
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Tobiab, Arabians, Ammonites, Ashdodites.
Their tactics are the same as ever, They say
of foreign missions, “You may as well try to
They say
of Christians, *0, it won't last s even a little fox
of temptation could overturn their faith;” and
when they see one really prospering in spiritual
building they say, “Come over and be friendly ;

[Dec. 3

really we can be of advantage to y¢ [ you are
not so exclusive,” Three things saved Nehe
miah from the open attacks and specious wiles
of his foes—clear moral perceptions, firm cour
age; unwavering decision. All these he gained
by acknowledging the hand of God upon him,
and by taking everything to him in honest,
carnest prayer,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1.
NEHEMIAN
Go, guileless Nehemiah,
Serpent Sanballat lurks beside the wall,
And, low among the stones, with scorpion crawl,
The slave Tobiah.

But fear them not !
Nor yet the craven crew within, their prey,
False prophets, mongrel priests, cheats, usurers
gray.
How changed thy lot !

Stone treads on stone,
With solemn march moves on the wall divine,
Mid taunting foes, along the broken line
That once was Zion's zone,

And soon the ends shall meet !
And clasp again a virgin undefiled,
Aud thou shalt bring her, cleansed and

reconciled,

To her Redeemer's feet.

The Lord remember thee?
Yes; naught thou ever didst for him give up,
Heart’s lightness, peace, or pleasure's sparkling

But shall remembered be.

To thee it shall be given,
To shine among the saints at Christ's right

hand,
With Moses and Elias there to stand,
And crown the cup of heaven.
~E. Horton.

2. Verse 8.
Ior thine own purpose thou hast sent

The strife and the discouragement !
—Long[cllow.

3. Verse 9. Vigilance is the safety lamp of
life. What the lighthouse is to the vessel in the
faurky night, nearing the rock and treacherous
banks; what the torch is to the traveler who
has been enveloped in thick mists; what the
lantern is to the miner who creeps from gallery
to gallery along the low corridors which pene-
trate the bowels of the earth wherein the fire
damp hangs round about his way; what the
genial blaze on the cottage hearth is to the
shepherd as he comes from afar over the morass
or moor; what the branch of the green tree
was to Coluwbus as it floated past his vessel's

side, the sure and blessed harbinger of a not
distant land—such is vigilance to man's life.-
J. 0. M. Bellew.

4. Men are afraid of breaking down where
they are strongest, but are seldom afraid of
their weaknesses, If a man is hard he fears
mellowness, A proud man watches lest b
should let himself down, A selfish man i
vigilant against being unduly tempted by pro
fuse kindness ; and no man has a more salutary
fear of rash generosity than he whose pores are
sealed so tight that all the suns of prosperity
cannot open them, Men are apt to guard them
selves where it is impossible for them to be
overcome; but they are quite careless of those
open avenues through which temptation comes
and goes so easily that they are unconscious of
wrongdoing because they are not pained by it
T Beecher,

5. Verse 10. It is cheap and easy to de
stroy. There is not a joyful boy or innocent
girl, buoyant with fine purposes of duty, in all
the street full of eager and rosy faces, but a
eynie can chill and dishearten with a single
word.  Despondency comes readily enough to
the most sanguine people. The cynic has only
to follow the hint with his bitter confirmation,
and they go home with heavier steps and pre
mature age. They will themselves quickly
enough give the hint he wants to the cold
wretch. Which of them has not failed to please
where they most wished to please? or blundered
where they were most ambitious of success?
found themselves awkward, or tedious, or in
capable of study, thought, or heroism, and only
hoped by good sense and fidelity to do what
they could, and pass unblamed? And this
wicked malefactor makes their little hope less
with satire and skepticism, and slackens the
springs of endeavor, Yes, this is easy ; but to
help the young soul, add em-rxly. inspire hopes,
and blow the coals into a useful flame; to_re-
deem defeat by new thought, by firm action,
that is not easy—that is the work of divine
wen.—FEmerson, .

6. Verse 13,
By how much unexpected, by so much
We must awake endeavor for defense :
For courage mounteth with occasion.
—Shakespeare.
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7. Verse 14,
O friends, be men ; 8o act that nope
shamed to meet the eyes of other men,
Think each one of his children and his wife,
His home, hig barents, livip yet or dead,
‘or them, the absent ones, fuupplivnlt',
And bid you rally here, and scorn to f] k.
Bryant'y Homer'y lh'ad,
8. A poet has lu'nullfull,\' described gen
uine goodness gy follows :

may feel

1.4 Combined Opposition, This great work
of building the walls of Jerusalem way not
done without » determined ang solidified oppo
sition.  T'wo notaple leaders ang three distinet
families of huron“lury foes are mentioned gy
conspiring together to fight against Jerusalem
and hinder the work of building up its wally,

The situation Suggests the truth that no large
undertaking iy ever achieved without opposi
tion. Men who do great things haye to over-
come  prejudice, popular inertia, the question-
ings and hesitations of the ullruwnum-rvulivw'
the objections of Pessimists, gy well ag the
open-and-abovebog rg hostility of those whoge
interests, real or supnosed, prompt them to take
the other side, In dealing with Opponents some
times it is wely to adopt the military maxim,
“Divide and conquer,” A general who hag his
wits about him tries always to keep his foes
from combining hig forces at g given point, and
endeavors to catch the separated detyc hments
unawares, and hent them in detaj), This
volicy is wise in the religious life, Take the
vicious habits, the perilous temptations, the
foes whose combined onslaught would pe over.
whelming, as they come up, one by one, “Kach
victory wil) help you some other to wip,"

2. “Waich and Pray,” This admonition of
our Lord to hig disciples wag anticipated in the
policy of Nehemiah and his fellow workers,
Had they depended entirely on thejp watchful-
uess they would have been bresumptious ; had
they put dependence in prayer alone, and
failed to keep their eyes alert for the foe, they
would haye been fanatical, ('ombining their

titions to Jehovah with their habit of setting
I watch against the enemy day and night, the:
fford us gp example for all time of one of thy
habity by which victories are won. “The tpye
dependence  jg that which looks uﬁn to heaven
ind at the same time liftg up the hands, ready
or activity,”  The old martial maxim, “Trust
in God and keep your powder dry,” g g modern
mbodiment of the policy of this great Hebrew

v and his faithful and heroic men,

“W Watch.” "In one of the briefer
ances of our Lord (Mark 13, 34)
Weare told of g man who gave to every one of hig
ervants his work and commanded thn porter to
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proved redoubtable in battle and during the
Indian Mutiny led many a desperate assault.

6. Nehemic V’s Trumpeter. The name of this
important helper is not given, but his functions
und service have a place in the record. Wherever
the leader went the trumpeter was by his side.
As the master spirit of the hour and work went
from point to point, he knew not at what place
danger wight arise, and it was needful that a
rallying signal might be afforded. Accordingly,
the sound of the trumpet, at any instant, drew the
fighters to the point of peril.

Many a field has been saved and won by the
strong, true note of a faithful trumpeter or bugler,
and alas! sometimes a disgraceful surrender has
heen the result of a cowardly bugler sounding the

[Dec. 3

““Cease firing” or * Retreat.” More inspiring is
it to think of such men as Piper Findlater, who at
the critical moment in the charge of the Gordon
Highlanders at Dargai Ridge some years ago, not
only led the regiment, but after both legs were shot
through, continued to pipe them on to victory, till
they had driven the enemy out and were in full pos-
session of the ridge. Every child of God should K: a
bugler for the Master. It may be that some of our
ranks are wavering in the face of the enemy, How
necessa.y, then, that we shall give forth a elear,
strong note that will not only rally those who are
on the Lord’s side but also bring about the fall of
another of Satan’s strongholds. Like Nehemiah’s
trumpeter, let us stand close by the Captain of
our salvation and be true interpreters of His will
to the army of the Lord.

The School of Practice

1. Sanballat and Tobiah and the rest who opposed Nehemiah and the people in their good work are not

admirable characters,
or disecouraging good people in their undertakings.

1 am resolved for myself that I will not be a Sanballat by opposing any good cause

2. Nehemiah was strong by keeping good heart in spite of oppositions and difficulties, and the people

became weak to the extent to which they yielded to discouragement

1 am determined to resist more firmly

my disposition to become discouraged, and I will strive more earnestly to overcome difficulties which stand

in the way of my good purposes.

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive. Each pupil, if possible, should be sup

plied with a copy of the Berean Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson.

The task of the Junior teacher is so to fix our
simple lesson story in the minds of the boys and
girls that it shall never fade from memory, and
shall always enfold a vital religious lesson. The e-
fore the teacher must (1) understand the boys and
girls he is to teach; (2) understand Nehemiah;
(3) understind the moral and religious lessons
to be taught. The first two are quite as im-
portant as the third, but only the third can be
here con~idered,

Illustrative Material : 1. The picture of Nehe-
miah looking out over the land, while the walls
of Jerusalem are in course of building, will be of
interest (Berean Intermediate Lesson Quarterly,
page 103). 2. The paragraph on ** Neheminh’s
Trampeter ” contains illustrative material that
may be very useful,

Connecting Links.

For a summary of Intervening Events see the
Lesson Analysis, page 898, then carefully read the
first four chapters of Nehemiah.

Narrative Outline, (For the teacher. Language
and detail to be adapted to the pupils.)

1. The Enemies (verses 7, 8, 11). 2. The
Prayer and the Watch (verse 9). 3. What

People Said (verses 10-12). 4. What Nehemiah
Did (verses 13, 14)., 5. What God Did (verse
15). ©. Organization (verses 16-20). 7. Suc
cess (which is not in our printed text, but is
necessarily a part of the lesson).

Make clear the events that came between
Lesson VIII and this lesson—how King Arta-
xerxes had sympathized with Nehemiah and had
sent him to be governor of Jerusalem and to
build its walls. Show the cause of the jealousy
of Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and other pro-
vincial governors; the welfare of Jerusalem
seemed to them likely to bring about ill fare for
their own cities, How dared they to disobey
their king and hinder Nehemiah, whom he had
commanded them to help? There were in those
days no rapid means of communication. The
king lived on the other side of a great desert.
His kingdom was at best but a loose congeries
of provinces. If Sanballat paid promptly each
year his share of the imperial expenses there
would be little further question about his be-
havior. The Arabs were in some regards like
wild Indians—robbers; no wonder they wanted
to prevent the building of Jerusalem’s wnll‘.

What people say about us is often more influ-
ential with us than it should be. Judah (v. 10),
“our adversaries” (v. 11), and “the Jews w
dwelt by them.,” each had words of discourage-
ment. See WoORrD STUDIFS.

Nehemiah encouraged the people first by what
he did, secondly, by what he said: he rearranged
them behind the ‘wall so that they should he
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safer, and he told them that they were safe
because God was their dvﬁ‘mll-r; they were
fighting for aJ) that wag sacred and dear to
them,

The encouragement that came
from the knowlvdgn that God was on their side
was greater than the llim-nnrn;::-nwul that had
vome to them because of what their enemies had
said,  Verses 16-20 descripe with what precise
order the workers and the soldiers were arranged
around the wall,

Make sure that all words and phrases of the
1e550n passage are understood, Compare our
notes for Tyg INTERMEDIATE GRrabpE,

Nuggested  Generalis ation.  (Ada pt
statement to pupils,)

Eight thoughts should be iulpruss('d: not too
many, for they are go connected that they can
easily be remembered : 1, Ip this world apre bad
people who try to keep even children from doing
right. 2, we should be careful never to oppose
any good cause nor dismurum- anyone in a good
undertaking, (Note carefully the First Reso-
lution in the Scuoor op Pracrick,) 3, We
should never pe dim'uumgml in our own efforts
to do right, (Note the Second Resolution jn
the Scuoor op Pracricr,) 4. We should not
care too much what people say, 5, We should
pray. 6. We should watch while we pray.
GOLDEN Texr, 7. We should work while we
watch and pray. 8. We should work and wateh
and pray not selfishly, but each in harmony
with all the others, The whole church should
work together, and the entire Sunday school
should work together, and the members of the
a8 should all work together, Good people
should keep close together in thig world,

lMemory Vepse (Golden Text) ; “Watch and
pray"” (Matt, 26, 41)
Scholars' Home Work,
Why was it necessary
Jerusalem ?
Why did so many people try to stop this?
'hy were so many of Nehemiah's friends dig-
couraged ?
Why did Nehemiah keep right on?

to the builders

form of

to build the walls of

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive,  Eaoh Pupil if  possible, should be
supplied with 5 copy of the Senior ( uarterly, the
Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson Leaf,]
Prepaving the Lesson,

Illustrative Material : Picture of Zion, Senior
Ouarterly, page 241; picture of A Corner of the
Wall of Jerusalem, " Senior Quarterly, page 238,
Story of Nehemiah's trumpeter, on page 906 of thig
magazine ; story of Oliver Cromwell, who told his
soldiers, *“Trygt in God, and keep your powder dry.”
Cmulmh‘ny the Lesson,

The pupil should be induced to study the en.

SUNDAY g choor BANNER

tire career of Nehemiah, Our lesson passage
needs for jrg unllc-rsmnding at least as much of
us history of Nehemiah and the fortj-
fication of Jerusalem g ire indicated by the
Lesson Outline, [epe is a great conflict, a wap
moment might hreak out
After the genera] facts of the

of words hich at any
into bloodshed,

lesson have been maste
out the saljent points i,

Sam, 1, What the “adversaries” of verse 7
said (see Neh, 2, 19; 4, 2, 3; and verse 11 of
our lesson), 2, What Nehemiah and his friends
said /Neh, 2, 17, 18, 20; and verses 14, 19, and
20 of our lesson), g, What the near-by Jews
said (Neh, 2, 17, 18, 20; and verses 14, 19, and
said (verse 12),

Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestiong for l)oveloping the Outline : Be
sure that aJ) unusual wopdg and phrases ape
understood, such ag breacheg (verse 7) ; haber-
geons (verse 16), ete. The Word Studies give
inforgnntimg concerning the men and the clang
mentioned in verge 7. Notice changes made by
the Revised Version in the last clapge of verse
8;:in verses 12 and 13; and in verses 16 and
14._ Explain “Judah” (verse 10), “our adver-
saries” (verse 11), and “the Jews which dwelt
by them" (verse 12), Explain “after their

(verse 13). Note the distinction be-
“the nobles” (horeditnr_v) and  “the
(appointed by Artnxprxen).

Study four groups of pentple who here come
forward, 1, The builders o

gnce a workman and a soldier and g worshiper,
2. “Judah.” %

red a good way to bring
S to note Wyarp ProrLi

Jews which were neighbors of their nation’s
enemy.  Heathen outsiders with
their hearts awaiting opportunity to pounce on
the builders ; traitorous citizens with nPathy and
covert hostility worse than foreigneps
gossipers near and
ages the builders ; "
little &roup of men with Swords and trowels and
prayers setting thejp watch day and night and
resolutely working unti] the wall is reareq and
the permanence of the nation secured; and
above all the towering form of Nehemiah,
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Many of the Coin Thoughts (p. 902) may be
used with advantage especially in teaching older
scholars in the Intermediate Department, From
the seven ﬁmu ings we select seven sentences
which together form an outline that should in
sure a brilliant treatment of the lesson :

1. A man’s methods disclose his meanings.

2. It takes a man to make a wall, but & mole
may undermine one.

3. He is as good as ten men who can make ten
men do their best,

4. The best workman is the best

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNKR

The biographical intereat of this lesson is great.
Mature minds should seek *‘the larger leason”

contained by this narrative, and study Nehemiah

a8 a “‘leader of men.” See the Lkssox Exros
TIoN, page 900. Nehemiah's largo-heartedness,
his self-confidence, his faith in God,
for inspiring enthusiasm, his strong determina
tion and resourcefulness, his noble solf-respeot,
his genius for organization, and his holy indigna-
tion against all that was wrong, are suggestively
brought out by the writer; and a study of
Nehemiah's life with these eight traits of

5. Vigilance is the safety lamp of life [quoted
from The Lesson in Literature and Art).

6. The looms of the present weave the fabrics
of the future.

7. He who removes the rubbish is as w srthy of
reward as he who places the pillar.

Read with gravity, and use substantially in
your class, these weighty paragraphs on the duty
of watching.

The Senlor Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen, Kach
pupil, i, possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly. )

1 In what good work were the people of God engaged? In rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. 2 Who
planned to hinder the work by fighting against them? Their heathen enemies. 3 What did one-half of the

churacter as an outline cannot fail to be inter-
esting and elevating.

Mra. Knowles (Lesson Hearr Tavks) is this

week particularly happy in exs)ln.ining the Spirit
.f of a sound

of love, of power, an mind. Thought
fully study and reproduce her estimate of Nehe
miah’s character, He showed, indeed, a rare
combination of enthusiasm and
Nehemiah’s three el of strength—oclear
moral perceptions, firm courage, and unwaverin
decision. And observe how the entire record ol
the re-establishment of God’s people in the Holy
Land emphasizes our GoLogn Trxr.

The Responsive Review

Jewsdo? One-half of the Jews worked as builders., 4 What did the other haltdo? The other half of the Jews

stood as soldiers for defence. 5 Whose orders did they all obey? 7The orders of Nehemiak. 6 What is the

GOLDEN TEXTV ** Watch and pray.”

mode commonly practised by our Church is sprinkling.

The Church Catechism

65. What is the mode of baptism? The Scriptures do not prescribe any mode as exolusively valid. The

LESSON XI. Reading and Obeying the Law

Dec. 10

GOLDEN TEXT. Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it. Luke 11, 28

AvTHORIZED VERSION
[Study the chapter)
Neh. 8. 8-18 [Commit to memory verses 17, 18]

8 So they read in the book of the law of God
distinotly, and gave the sense, and caused them
to understand the reading.

9 And Ne-he-mi'ah, which 4 the Tir'sha-tha,
and Kz'ra the priest the scribe, and the Le'vites
that taught the people, said unto all the people,
This day is holy unto the Lorp your God;
mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept,
when they heard the words of the law.

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way,
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send por-
tions unto them for whom nothing s prepared :
for this day is holy unto our LoRrp : neither be ye
sorry ; for the joy of the Lorp is your strength.

11 Bo the Le'vites stilled all the people, say-

Revisep Version*

8 And they read in the book, in the law of
God, distinctly ; and the gave the sense, so that
they understood the reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, aud
Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that
taught the people, said unto all the people, This
day is holy unto Jehovah your God: mourn
not, nor weep. For all the ple wept, when
th:{ heard the words of the ﬂ” 10 Then he
said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and
drink the sweet, and send portions unto him for
whom nothing is pre ; for this day is holy
unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved : for the
ﬁy_ of Jehovah is your strength. 11 So the

vites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your

& 5.The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelscn
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ing, Hold your peace, for the day
neither pe ye grieved,

is holy ; beace, for the day iy holy ; neither be yo grieved,
12 And an the people went thejr way to eat,
12 And a1 the people went their way to ent, and to (Ilrink, and to gend portions, and to make
and to drink, and to send bortions, and o make  grent mirth, becayge they hag understood {le
¥
,m-u'l n;irlh, b"-“&"";' !h;-y had 'umh-rnlmnl the words that wepe declared ypye them,
' e eclnre 3
Words that were declre unito them, 13 And on (he second day wope gathered tq
13 And op the secong day  were Bathered  gether (he heads of fathery houscs of all the
u;m'll,u'r the :'llh-f «;f"llu-l f:‘lt!ln'ru u!tulll‘llu- )niu people, the priests, ang the l.ovil(-u, unto Ezry
ple, the priegts, and the Le Vites, unto 2'ra the * 8eribe, oves ive nti n "
seribe, even to 'umlm'nlulnl the wordy of the law, n'»,f"(l':: r:":‘“' ”“I 1'\':1-7':;" :";' :Itl(lm\v‘r'i)l '”:: :“{l‘:"
J 8 'y found e 1 e
14 Ang they' found written in the law whicl, law, how that Jehoval had commandeq by
I:"ill Ilr‘(;:m rhll".";'("'"ll,l"'ll“llll'“h':.:'”M‘ll'rt'Nv“l'"!l 'l:‘l' Moses, that the children of Jyppe) should dwel)
vhitldren o L “¢l shoul¢ dwe n boof I8 in L4 1 %
: booths in the feast of the seventh month, .
feast of the seyentl, month ; in 3
15 and that they shoulq publish anq proclaim
!5 And that l‘hvy' should plgltlluh m,nl rru in all thejp cities, and in J:-rumlh-m, saying, Go
Claim in L their cities, and’ jp Je-ru'sy- em,  forth Unto the mount, anqg feteh oliye branches,
sying, Go forth ypgo the mount, apq feteh i " ild g
olive branches, anq ln’m- branches, " ynq myrtle AN - branches of i) olives, ang myrtle
branches, and palm ranches, and branchey of  branches, ang palm branches, and branches of
thick trees, to make booths, ay ¢ i written, thick trees, tq make booths, u4 it is written,
16 8o the people went forth, anq broughy them,
16 So the People  went forth, ang brought e s §
them, and made themselyeg booths, everyone and made "'f"'“"h"" l"'"“,"" SVery one upon
hon the roof of pig house, and jn their courts,  (he roof of hig house, and iy, their coupty, and
ind in the courts of the hoyse of God, and iy in the courts of the house of God, ang jy the
the street of the pater gate, and the street broad place of the water gate, and in the broad
of the gate of Ephra-im, place of ty cate of Ephraiy 17 And a) th
place o Ll 's 'O ) 0. a e
17 And al) he congregation of them that  assembly of thep, that were come again out of
vere come agyin out of the ('upli\'ity made  the captivity made booths, ang dwelt in the
""""”‘"-f "":::l.':":‘ “";":"' :"."‘ 'r"’l'\"(l?'" 7':;""' :"l'::;"d“l“' booths : for ginee the days of Jeshua the yon of
(days of | - 1€ 8¢ 0 i) 0 ay > o
had not ‘the children of I8'ra-el dope 80. And  Nun unto (hat day had poy the children of
there wag very great gladness, Israel done 80.  And there Was very gregt glad-
ness. 18 Algo day by day, from the firgt day
: IN' Ahu()' dn,vl by du,;'. ‘frul;l lllw f'i‘rul'(ln’y ulnm unto the lagt day, he read in the book of the
the last dga o he read in the Y00k of the Jaw y p S
of God, A;‘Itl they kept the feast seven days; law .of rpe ;‘:ld,i l:",y :“ ik e feﬂ:“ by
ind on the eighth day wag g solemn assembly,  days; and on the eighth day Was a solemn gg.
dccording unto the manner, rording unto the ordinance,
" o

sembly, acc

Home Readings w. Importance of God's law, Deut. 11. 13.91,
[Furnighed by the "A-"rlr:t‘ll:li:),mll Bible Reading p.h' "lep'wnrgt:d':?oro:i:;sh;:{u'l.—éfl'] ‘;:3.
M l(e]nglng and Obeying the Law. Neh, 8. ﬁ' akipnd remember, - i

8.
» Making wise, 2 Tjm, 3. 1017,
Tu. l(en(]l;;ng and Obeying the Law. Neh, 8, '.Hmo.—l'robabl,v B. C. 444, Pl.oe.~.leru-
9-18, ',

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 204, New Canadian Humnai, No, 289,
How Proulou- is the book divine, Hlnwhem over again to me,
By nepiration given | onderful wopdy of Life,
Bright as s lamp fte dooctrines shine, Let me more of their uty see,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 293,
Holy Bible, book tyine,
Precioug treasure, thoy art mine ;
Mine, to tel] me whence I came,

Questions for Senior Scholars
~—In what Who explained what Egrg read? What gig
f Jerusalem the people go when Kzpg Opened the book 7
What made the people weep 7
ment dig Nehemiah, and
for themgelyegp Was there any age limjt for cheer them? Why
who were gathered to listen to the law?

With what state-
Ezra, and the Levites
i8 it wrong to continue to [
mourn over ging after they have been forgiven s
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2. Religious Joy (v. 10-12).—Why is it a
duty to give thanks to God? When the people
had been really sinful why was it right for
Nehemiah to say, “Neither be ye sorry”? What
is the meaning of “The joy of the Lord is your
strength”? What did the Levites do? What
did the people do?

3. Religious Obedience  (v.

13-18) .—For

[Dec. 10

what purpose did the chief officers of the na-
tion gather to Ezra? To what law was their
attention directed? What pious custom were
they to proclaim? What blessing of Providence
was thus commemorated? Where did the peo
ple erect their booths? What was publicly read
throughout the feast? Ilow long was the feast
observed ?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Hearing the Words of the Law (v. 8-13).
—What great work had Nehemiah just fin-
ished? What other great leader of the Jews
was with Nehemiah at this time? Did the peo-
ple know much about what was contained in
the law of Moses? Who assisted Ezra in the
reading and explanation of the law? What
made the people weep when they heard the read-
ing? What command did they receive from
Bzra and Nehemiah? What very good reason

had they for rejoicing? In what practical way
did they demonstrate their thankfulness?

2. The Feast of Tabernacles (v. 14-18).—
At what time of the year was this great meet
ing of the Jews held? What two things were
celebrated by this feast? How long was this
feast unobserved? What very great lesson of
the kindness and mercy of God was taught by
this Feast of Tabernacles? To what work of
God were Ezra and Nehemiah called?

Questions for Younger Scholars

How long did it take to build the wall around
Jerusalem? Fifty-two days. What did Nehe-
miah call? A great meeting. Where was it
held? In the street by the water gate. What
did the people do at this meeting? Who read
the law of God to them? Why did some of the
people weep when the law was read? They
knew they had not kept the law, and were trou-

The Lesson

1. Introductory.

(a) Nehemiah, having completed the fortifi-
cation of Jerusalem, abelished usury, by which
the people had been impoverished. (b) To lighten
the taxes he declined his own salary as governor.
(¢) His unselfishness was due to his fear of
God. (d) The intrigues of the heathen enemies
continned.  (e¢) Shemaiah, a false prophet,
joined them, and gave Nehemiah deceitful ad-
vice.  (f) In spite of Nehemiah's goodness
many in Judah sided with Tobiah against him.
(g) In the interest of good order Nehemiah
closed the city gates at night. (h) He “reck-
oned the people by genealogy.” (i) He deter-
mined as governor to enforce the law of Moses
(which was the law of God). (j) As the art of
printing was then unknown he gathered the

people together in “a broad place” in Jerusalem
to hear the “law” read. (k) From a platform
Eazra the priest, assisted by Nehemiah, the city
officials, G})riestu. and interpreters, read and ex-
plained God’s written commands.

IL. Sorrow for Sin (verses 8, 9).

(@) The readers read and interpreted (or
explained the law of God). b) They took
time for their explanation, so that everyone
should understand the reading. (c) Nehemiah

bled. What did Nehemiah and Ezra tell them?
To be comforted and to comfort others. What
did Nehemiah say was their strength? What

did the people then want to do? To hold a
thanksgiving feast. 'Who had long before told
the Jews about such a feast? Moses. What
was it called? What do we have that reminds
you of this feast?

Analysis

and Ezra and the Levites supervised this ex-
planation. (d) The people were shocked to find
that almost every command of God had been
either neglected or directly disobeyed. (e) This
revelation of national sin caused universal con-
trition. (f) Much of it had, indeed, been due
to ignorance of the law, but the nation and its
rulers were morally responsible for this igno-
rance. (g) With Oriental demonstrativeness
the people wept aloud, so that the reading of
the law was interfered with. (h) Nehemiah,
Ezra, and their associates kindly checked this
unwise expression of penitence,

II1. Joy in Forgiveness (verses 10-12).

(@) God’s laws are dreadful only to those
who perversely disregard them. (b) Sincere
penitents have no reason to continue in sorrow
(Matt. 5. 4). (¢) So Nehemiah urged the peo-
ple to be joyful, (d) and, as the day was 8
festival, sacred to Jehovah, to provide all their
poor neighbors with festal food (as wealthy
Christians might send Christmas dinners to the
poor). (e) One reason for this was the sacred:
ness of that particular day. (f) Another rea:
son was that “the past is past.” (g) The third
reason is that “the joy of Jehovah is our strong
hold.” Peace and comfort come only in propor
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tion to the strength of oyr dependence upon  praise the Lord. (¢) So the authorities of Jery-
God.  (h) What Nehemiah said, the Levites salem Promptly sent messages through the proy-
seconded. (§) The people did as they were aq- ince, Summoning al| people to Jerusalem to keep
vised to do; 1. Entered joyfully upon their the Feast of Tabernacles, (f) Only thirteen
religious festivities; 2, Sent portiong to the days remained in which breparation for this
boor; 3. Rejoiced over God's law instead of feast coulq be made, but the people took ad-
sorrowing over jt, vantage of thege days and obeyed the law,

1V, Keeping Goa's Law (verses 13-18). (9) Booths were set up everywhere : on hoyge-

(a) The deep sincerity of the nationa] refor- tops, in the quadrangular yards around which
mation was shown on the next day when the  most houses were built, and in public squares,
hereditary chieftains, briests, and Levites ap- (k) So that the law was obeyed with a thor-
plied to Kzra for further instruction in the law oughness and unanimity neyep before geen,
(probably for specific instructiong as to how to (i) This unanimity caused even greater gpirit-
carry it out), (b) One enactment that pe. ual gladnegs, (j) And continually, through al)
quired  immediate enforcement was that

of  the festivity, Kzra and Nehemiah read the book
Lev, 23, 3943 (paralle] bassages : Exoq, 23, 16;  of the law of God, (k) Here we see the five

Num, 29, 12-38; Deut. 16. 13-15), (¢) which essentials of holy living : (1) l'vnilen('o. 2)
established the Feast of Tabernacles, (d) The Joy, (3) Forgiveness, (4) Performance of all
law required that the people should live for g

holy rites which God has ordained, anq (5)
week in booths made of tpee hrmlclu-n, and Study of God's Word,

The Lesson Word Studies

911

NoTe.—The Word Studies of this lesson are based On the Revised Version.

INTERVENING EVENTS.—In the remaining verses of chapter 4, im
for last Sunday, and in chapters 5 and 6, are recorded other difficulties which Nehemiah encountered
in his work at Jerusalem, Ip unselfish devotion to the cause for Which he had Jeft his position of honor at
the Persian court, this illustrious governor wisely thwarted every plot and plan the combined enemjeg of
Judah set on foot tostop the work of the rebuilding the city and itg walls, unti) finally the work was com-
pleted, The completion of the strong defense of the city brought once more to the hearts of the long-dis-
couraged inhabitants the sense of security, and with this returned all their formep national pride and enthy-
siasm, At this Ppoint in the events Nehemiah appointed his brother, Hanani, g governor over Jerusalem
and ordered that a census of the population be taken, that the record of &enealogies might be correcteq to
date—** Andq my God put into my heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers, and the people, that
they might be reckoned by &enealogy. And | found the book of the genealogy of them that came up at the
first " (Neh. 7. 5). The account of this enrollment of the people and a list of the heads of families is given
In chapter 7. This being done, the People gathered together unto Ezra, the scribe and priest, and requested
to be instructed once more in the book of the law of Moses, that they might, by the character of their relj.
Kious lite as well as by their recstablished integrity as g nation, be indeeq * & peculiar people » again unto
Jehovah, Egzrg Promptly complied with the wish of the people and chose for the first day of the reading of
the law the first day of the seventh month, which was sacred from olden time ag a day of solemn Test, ‘g
memorial of blowing of frumpets, a holy convocation,” known ag the feast of trumpets,

mediately Succeeding the lesson DPassage

Verse 8, And they read—Those chosen 9. This day is holy—1¢ Wwas holy both be-
by Ezra mentioned in verses 4 and 7, together  cayge of being"the first day of the new month,
with Egzra himself, It js not clear from this  op New moon, and alse because it wag the day
verse whether these men read to smaller Broups  set apart ip the law for the feast of trumpets
of people uimulmneonsly or whether one only  (comp., lnlruductory Note),
read at a time each in turn, The People wept, when they heard

In the boo‘, in the law of God—A hook the words of the lnw—llumllinted at the
corresponding probably to our canonical books though_t of t i
of the Pentateuch, gence in not having kept the law in the past,

lltlnouy—l’rohamy referring to the clear- . Eat the fat, and drink the sweet,
ness of utterance, though the word may be also and send portio;
rendered ag in the margin of the Revigeq ‘er-  mothing is Prepared—Some hgye thought
sion, “with ap interpretation,” in Which case  that Ezra did not consciously choose thig sacred
the followin, clause, and they gave the feast dn{v for the reading of the law ; but hijs
Sense, would be in opposition with the word  evident i
“distinetly,” law with regard to sucl

od." understood—The people  who Jjg-
ten
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“And thou shalt rejoice in thy feasts, thou, and
thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant,
and thy maidservant, and the Levite, and the
sojourner, and the fatherless, and the widow,
that are within thy gates”),

For the Joy of Jehovah is your
strength—The word “strength” may be trans-
lated also “stronghold.” By the “joy of Jeho-
vah” is meant the joy of the people in Jehovah
rather than Jehovah's joy in the people.

13. The heads of fathers’ houses of all
the peofle, the priests, and the Levites
—The delegation which gathered on the second
day about Ezra to learn still more concerning
the law of Jehovah thus included the repre-
sentative men of the nation in its civil, reli-
gious, and social life,

14. They found written in the law—
It is not unlikely that Ezra himself directed
their attention to that which they now dis-
covered.

How that Jehovah had commanded b
Moses—The Fpnsnnges in the Pentateuch whic{
relate to the Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh
month are the following : Exod, 23. 16 ; Lev. 23.
30-43; Num. 29, 12-38: Deut. 16. 13, 15. The
particular commandment here referred to is
given in Lev. 23.

15. Palm b h and b h of
thick trees—Compare Lev. 23, 40: “And ye
shall take you on the first day the fruit of
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goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs
of thick trees, and willows of the brook ; and ye
shall rejoice before Jehovah your God seven
days.”

16. The water gate—Just south of the
temple inclosure, so called because the path
leading from the virgin's spring (Gihon) en
tered the city here, It was a common sight to
see water carriers passing in and out at this
gate.

Gate of Ephraim—So called because th
road passing through this gate to the north of
the city led into the territory of Ephraim. The
“broad places” of the respective gates were the
open spaces of ground just inside the wall af
these points,

17. Since the days of Jeshua the son
of Nun ... had not the children of Is-
rael done so—This statement does not mean,
of course, that the Feast of Tabernacles had nof
been kept by the Jews at alt during all these
years, but rather that the detailed requirements
of the law relating to the observance of the
feast had not been earried out.

8. Solemn assembly—Or, “closing festi
val,” as the marginal reading in the Revised
Version translates.

For a fuller explanation of the Feast of Tah
ernacles and its significance, the student is re
ferred to the Pentateuch references given in the
note on verse 14 above,

The Lesson Exposition

A¥TER WORK, WORSHIP

The present lesson introduces us to a new
national enthusiasm and to a new field of en-
deavor. For its intelligent understanding the
remaining portion of the book of Nehemiah
should be studied. Up to this point since the
coming of Nehemiah the people had been en-
gaged in hard labor in the rebuilding of the
walls of Jerusalem. The task was arduous, and
it was attended with many difficulties. During
that time the city was at once a great labor
camp and a military camp, for it was necessary
to fight as well as to work. The prosecution
of that all-important work absorbed all the
thought and energies of the leaders and of the
people. But now the task was finished. Once
more the great walls encircled the city and the
doors of the gates guarded every entrance
(7. 1). Then came relaxation from the long
physical effort, and opportunity to give thought
to other things. Hitherto little had been at-
tempted in the way of permanent social organi-
zation, and but little in the way of religious
instruction and formal public worship, But
now after labor came instruction, came wor-
ship, came organization. A nation must be
more than a camp. It must be an organism of

homes, and social institutions, and ecclesiastical
order, and laws, and established customs, and
recognized ideals. These things constitute civili
zation ; and it is this stage in the new develop-
ment of the national life that the present lesson
brings us,

AFTER THE STATESMAN, THE PRIEST

Nehemiah had been a great leader, and by
the sheer force of his_personality and by the
resourcefulness of his practical wisdom he had
brought to a successful conelusion the work of
rebuilding the walls of the city. But something
more than statesmanship and captainey was
then needed. The enthusiasm of a great ma
terial work attended with danger would soon
die out when the work was ended and the dan
ger was past. The walls of the city had been
rebuilt; now it was necessary to rebuild the
national character. And for this task another
order of talent was needed. The statesman and
the captain must give place to the Teacher and
the priest. So Fzra was called forward to com-
plete what Nehemiah had commenced, The
sword gave way to the pen. Ezra is a notable
example of the power and the value of the
scholar and the teacher. As we have seen in
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by the commandment, deceived” him (Rom. 7.
11). That was when he saw nothing but the
law, which was exactly the case at first with
those who heard the reading of the law by Ezra,
That view was false because it was incomplete,
But in the end Paul saw the other side, the side
of grace, and then his despair turned to hope,
and he exclaimed, “I thank Gou through Jesus
Christ.”
TuE TEACHING OF HISTORY

Taking the larger scope of the lesson, there
is one very important idea brought out. This
idea is expressed in the great prayer—and what
great prayers there are in the Bible !—with
which the ceremonies of that feast week closed
(9. 4-34). Read it and see how it carried the
people back into their national past, calling up
the great lessons of their history. Some one
has said that “history is the memory of the
race,” An undorxmmhng of history and a re-
gard for its teachings makes a nation or a man
wise, Conscious and reverent connection with
the past gives to each generation something of
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the wealth and wisdom of the ages, and to each e
individual something of the dignity and experi- bring
ence of the race. The records of calamities and
blessings are alike instructive and directive,
And this is one great characteristic of the Bible, o
It cultivated the historic consciousness, but is Rx:
based upon the view that history is a continued other,
revelation of God. It is worth while to see par- Lov,
ticularly how the great ‘mnyoru of the Bible had hate m
this historic burkgr_oun(. What a tone as out Enst
of eternity sounds in the “prayer of Moses the o
man of God” given in the ninetieth psalm ! make
What a vision of history passed before Daniel
as he made his great confessional supplication
in Babylon ! (Dan. 9. 3-19.)  And so also with Ever
Nehemiah in his prayer at Susa (1. 5-11), and is fulih.
with Peter in his sermon on the Day of Pente- 3 T

e

cost (Acts 2, 14-3G), and with h‘lo';hr‘n in his
address before the council (Acts 7. -63). And
what made the past great and instructive to the

before {
does no

Our Father,

us with penitent

our Saviour,

study for us also a revelation of our sins that shall humble us and fill
sorrow ; but cheer us also and fill us with great joy at
the remembrance of thy grace and the revelation of thy love in Jesus,
to whom thou hast given power on earth to forgive sins.
Fill us with a holy reverence for thy law,
keep thy commandments ; and help us also to believe that, though we
have sinned, we have an Advocate with the
of the Lord be our strength. Amen.

Jews was the fact that in all of its stages they .
saw the hand of God revealed. And that left An i
out or overlooked takes the highest meaning stars,
out of all history. An u
sun,
THE LESSON PRAYER No er
err,
we also have come together to hear the reading and This v
to learn the meaning of thy Word, even as thy people gathered of "('""lk"}t.
old in the streets of Jerusalem for instruction in thy law. Make this ",l",‘,“’e"n;‘

the truth,

It is int,
ing— like a
in old Py
Christ, T
gate “ag
bear the {
minds were

and incline our hearts to

Father; and may the joy

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I

THE Word of God will keep him who keeps
God's Word.

The Spirit of life liberates a man from the
law of death,

The law of the Spirit is the spirit of law.

Lessons from the past will help us in the life
of the present.

A big animal with a little soul is not so good
as a little man with a big soul.

The might of a man is measured by the
strength of his soul.

“The hidden man of the heart” is the one
that God sees most.

The only help I need is now, and God gives

at.

Book distir
stand the
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Sin is always worse than it seems to the walls, I g
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and truth hq
We know ag ¢
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11

To read God's Word is one thing ; to realize
it is another thing.

We must expect that God's Book would he
bigger than man’s brain.

That which helps the heart most is often the
greatest mental mystery.

When we take a firmer stand for the truth we
shall have a fuller and a better understanding,
of the truth,

He that doeth shall know, but he that know- and beauty by
eth should do. Uistened _with
S messag

The creed and the deed are not always the
same breed,
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ITe sets high task for himself who seeks (o

bring theorizations and realizationg together,

111

"Rix:htf-mmnoxs and peace have kissed eacl

The theory may be a good eyeglass, but jt
cannot give gjg} ¢ to eyes that are blind,

The audiphone jg of no yge when laid to a
dead man’y ear,
’ Telescopes are

for live beople, and not for

” N l'(lr'i.\' 5.
other,” but righ and wrong neye, can, P s
ther, Bt Wrong never ‘He that hath eqry o hear, let him hear ;*
Love and love make Inlrmuuy, but hate and
2 he that hath eyes t
hate make more discord,

East and west are

two, and no desire
make them one,

can
v
Every effort to strain traty into false
is futile, anqg must fail,
The sun shone just gy sure|

before the worlq knew how the
does now,

An inyalid astrolog,

theories

ly on the world
sun shone as jt

¥ does not invalidate the

stars,

An unsound hn-liolu;:y does not unsettle the
sun,

No erring theologue can cause the Theos to
err,

This world was just as g
thought it wag
know it jg round,

The all-important thing is not the
the truth, but the truth of the theory,

The Lesson
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pherical when men
flat as it jg to-day when they

theory of

It is inwreating to read of thig outdoor meet.
ing—like an enlarged Methodist, camp..

meeting—
in old Palestine, three hundred years before
Christ. There they gathered before the water

gate “as one man,” jn hearty t'ellownhip, to

bear the truth, Men whoge own hearts and
minds were full of the Word of Gog read in the
Book diutinc!ly and caused the People to under-
stand the reading, It wag a great day for the
People who had been hard at work building the
walls, I Suppose we might call jt g “workers’
conference,” At any rate, they went away
from it glad they haq understood the words they
a0 lw:u‘rl—whi(-h cannot be said of everyone at

¥ such conference in these later days,
yet what a long, long way have we come, we
Who now are building spiritual walls, in the
light we have through the Spirit upon the truth,
Itis the same Word'; we reaqd it in the Law, the
Fzra read it to the

0 sce, let him sce,
I am not tethered to the

theory, but to the
truth,

L

If you would aceount for a man’g deeds you
must study hig needs,

“The Joy of the Lord jg your strength,”
the strength of the Lord ought to he

Truth is not to be taken on,
in,

All living books root themselyeg in the Bible,
God’s Book of life,

The Bible is not g book in Yo
your library in one book,

The Bible jg the
streams of tryth are

The Bible js God's message to the People as
well as to the priests,

God giveg his sunlight
the master'y scrvant ag he
master,

Heart Taik

H. KNOWLES

wept when they heard it. But Ezra ang N, he-
miah, whoge delight wag in the law, said, “Thig
is not g time to pe sad; it js g time to rejoice ;
not a time to fast, but a time to fongt, Go eat
and drink ; take joyfully all that God gives you;

do not be sorry, for the Jjoy of the Lord i your
Strength,”

We have now

and
your joy,
but to be taken

ur library, it js

main current ;

all other
tributary to it

just ag generously to
does to the servant’s

fuller light than these old-time
teachers had, but VEry many of yg are not walk-
ing in the light, There are 100 many gloomy,
discourugml. introspective ('hriull'unn; they have
not strength to live thomm-lws, much legg have
they strength to help others, Only the rejoicing
soul can light the path for another, Wha¢ secret
had Ezra found that made him gay with em-
phasis: “Dgo not bhe SOrry even in the face of
this striet law? Be glad; joy, not S0rrow,
is your strength,” |

had learned

on the God

David
him shall pe sweet,” m 0

is never Sweet ; it is most disturbing. If I ¢
of my mistakes, f: mv inability to do
anything right, I am downhearted and jin-
efficient, of no use to anybody, If | think of the
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perfection of Jesus, of the purity of his com-
mands, of his desire to bring me up to his ideal
of goodness, of his merit to cover my short-
comings and his grace to help me, 1 am re-
Jjoicing and strong, and ready to hold out a
helping hund to others. If these people of those
twilight times were told to be joyful in the
knowledge of a perfect law because it came
from a loving and just God, what do you think
of a Christian with gospel light, knowing the
power, the righteousness, the fulfilling of the
law through faith in Jesus, not being so glad
and happy that everyone will catch the infec-
tion of his joy? Nehemiah said that was a holy
day to the Lord: they had no right to reflect
upon the character of God as if he were not
good and gracious. Neither have we a right to
speak or act as if our glorious Christian faith
were a disappointing failure,

The joy of the Lord has a firm foundation.
Other joy is built upon sand: the storm will
sweep it away. The joy of the Lord is a deep

1. Many people regard the Bible as an old
ruin, They think there may be some chambers
in it which might be made habitable, if it were
worth the while; but they take it as a young
heir takes his estate, who says, “I shall build
me a modern house to live in, but I'll keep the
old castle as a ruin;"” and so they have some
scientific or literary house to live in, and look
upon the Bible only as a romantic relic of the
past.— Beecher.

2. Verse 8. There is no commentary in the
world so good in order to a right understanding
of this blessed book as an honest, childlike, and
teachable spirit.—Joln Brown, in his Prison
Rible.

3. I believe the number is few of those to
whom the Bible appeals as literature. In part,
no doubt, this is due to the forbidding form in
which we allow the Bible to be presented to us.
. . . The Bible is the worst printed book in the
world. No other monument of ancient or mod-
ern literature suffers the fate of being put before
us in a form that makes it impossible, without
strong effort and considerable training, to take
in elements of literary structure which in all
other books are conveyed directly to the eye in
4 manner impossible to mistake. . . . Let the
reader imagine the poems of Wordsworth, the
plays of Shakespeare, the essays of Bacon, and
the histories of ';;otle,v to be bound together in
a single volume: let him suppose the titles of
the poems and essays cut out and the names of
the speakers and divisions of speeches removed,
the whole divided up into sentences of a con-
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conviction of his righteousness, justice, and
truth. He never will suffer wrong to triumph
over right. Every good thing he has promised
he will do. Every soul that trusts him is safe.
He is the Omnipotent Ruler and the Divine
Lover of the world. Let the earth rejoice, let
the multitude of the isles be glad.
“For joy of their heart my servants shall sing,
Yes, sing amid tempests of sorrow ;
Shall sing while they work and sing while they
weep,
Kept in the calm of a peacefulness deep
Like the heart of the sea where storms never
sweep.
Rejoicing to-day and to-morrow,
Triumphant and clear their glad song shall

soar,

The joy of the Lord their strength evermore."
And when this holy joy brightens your eyes,
comforts your heart, touches with gold every
cloud, honor the Lord with thanksgiving, and
send portions to them for whom nothing is pre-
pared. “He who is doing most to help his
brother may dare to be very happy.”

venient length for parsing, and again into les-
sons containing a larger or smaller number of
these sentences. If the reader can carry his
mind through these processes he will have be
fore him a fair parallel to the literary form in
which the Bible has come to the modern reader.
~—Professor R. G. Moulton.

4. Verses 9, 10. But so have I seen the sun
kiss the frozen earth, which was bound up with
the images of death, and the colder breath of the
north: and then the waters break from their
inclosures, and melt with joy, and run in useful
channels; and the flies do rise again from their
little graves in walls, and dance a while in the
air, to tell that there is joy within, and that the
great mother of creatures will open the stock
of her new refreshment, become useful to man
kind, and sing praises to her Redeemer. No is
the heart of a sorrowful man under the dis
courses of a wise comforter. He breaks from
the despairs of the grave, and the fetters ani
chains of sorrow ; he blesses God, and he blesses
thee, and he feels his life returning ; for to b
miserable is death, but nothing is life but to be
comforted.—Bishop Taylor.

5.
The drying up a single tear has more
Of honest fame than shedding seas of gore.

6. In the exhaustless catalogne of heaven'
mercies to mankind, the power we have of find-
ing some germs of comfort in the hardest of
trials must ever occupy the foremost place ; not
only because it nupﬁortu and upholds us when
we most require to be sustained, but because in
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d this source of consolation there jg Something, drance to effort, Water jg Recessary for the
justice, “I we have reagon to believe, of the Divine Spirit ; floating of timber; byt if a log pe saturated
' to tl'ill’flp; something of that 8oodness which detects, amid with water j¢ sinks into the very element which
as pl:omlﬂfk’: our own evyil doings, a redwminx quality ; some- should buoy ¢ up. Many men are water-logged
htll:]; ':)?:‘“:'; thing which, even in our fallepn bature, we pog. with anxiety, and instead of Quickening them it

£ 2 let 5es8 in common with the angels; which had its only paralyzeg oxl-r(inn.-lhrmm'r‘
 rejoice, being in the old time when they trod (he earth, 9. Verses 13-18, In all trye service of
X and lingers on it yet, in nity.—C’harl«'n Dickens, God it is essential that we serve him in the way
s shall sing, 7. Verse 10.
W e

A of hig almminlmrnl. You would phe grinvnunly

g while they Joy is a frujt that will not grow plagued Ift You had in youp house a woman who

In nature's harn:u le; was continually running up and downﬂtalrs.

|deﬂ; e ll;"\‘"ﬂ;‘)‘}&';:’:;‘.(ﬂ&'[“ Christ we know, roaming il'lll) every room, opening every closet,

torms ne But where th Lord bas planted grace, moving this piece of furniture anqg dusting that,

nd made hig glories known, and generally keeping Up a perpetug] stir and

song shall There fruits of hvnwul,v joy and peace worry ; you Would not ¢q)) this service, but an-

e re found, and there """',“'h Newt noyance. All that jg done contrary to order js

 evermore, — oA Newton. disobedience, poy service; and jf anything pe
your eyes, 8. A low and normal action of feqp leads to  gope witho

. ut orders jt may be excessjye activity,
go!d every but jt certainly g pog nervivu.~ﬁ'purgmn.
giving, and

hing is pre- Lesson Side-Lights and Ilfustrationg
o help his

forecast ; its morbid action jg g Positive hin-

L “Al the veople.” Ten times in thig in-  eyer else Sunday school teachers anq pastors
structive chapter we are told of what “a)) the may undorstnnd. they must, in order to do their
people” did in connection with the services of work, know the gj
the week, the record of which is brought before reason, shal] they assume to tegch the truths of
us. An English writer, Rev, W, Clarkson, MA., , book of which they have only a Superficial, a
suggests that this fact should impress upon us Smattering, ang a meager notion? A writer on
the fitness of the sacred Seriptures to help eVery  the other side of the A(luntic, Rev, G, Wood,
child of man, He says ; “Men, women, and chj]- says: “Ap ignorant clergy is one of the greatest
dren, all that can hear with undprstnndinz, of evils, ang scarcely Jlegg 5 clergy learned in
gather still to hear the Word of God. There is everything but the Bible, the teaching of whose
not, nor will there ever be, a hook inspired of truths is thejp main businegs, They be blind
"‘:;' the “I‘:: S man that ean interest and instruet, comfort and leaders of the blind, And if the blind lead the
BOUD Wity (0

b guide, our race like this book, given by inspira- blind, both shall fan into the ditch, Byt it is
eath of the tion of God. Childhood wil] peyer read with

in into les-
number of
\ carry his
11 have be
iry form in
lern reader.

] an omen of gooq when pastors and teachers are
from their such de\'ourinu eagerness such stories elsewhere diligent students of the Word, availing them-
n in "s"fl,” a8 those of Joseph and Moses and Daniel, and selves of the assistance of the ablest scholars of
f"““’, their of the Babe that was cradled in the manger at  he time, and thus becoming instructed unto the
hile in the Bethlehem, Youth wil never learn elsewhere kingdom of heaven ang able to teach others also,
nd that the {0 remember jtg Creator as jt learns here in the The carefy) student of Gog'g Word is rewardeq
 the stock stories of Samye] and Josiah, and of Him who by important discoveries, e will find truths,
ul to ',""".’ frew in wisdom and in stature and in fayor precepts, and promises which are new to him,
""" '\"ﬁh vith God anq man; here pride wil learn, as o come with all the freshness ang force of
v the dis

reaks from
fetters and

nowhere else, that man cannot ljve on bread peyw revnlurign to correct hig beliefs or his con-
alone, op Zrow rich only by making money and dl!('f. or to give him new comfort and Joy. The
'Hlilrling fnrtunon: here sorrow will ever find its  Bible is an inexhaustiple mine of eterng] treas-

| he Dlesses Sweetest solace, its best and hnli{\nt balm, and ures. It wil] repay the constant study of »
b sickness jtg one untiring (‘nmpunmn; and here ife, . 3 A o
 for to death jtself loses itg darkness and jtg sting, as 3. “The JoV of the Lord iy vour strength,
 but to be these pages speak to it g of One who is the That the Bible is g lmok‘roplotv With sources of
lh':nrrpction and the Life," unspeakal

ble  joy s evident to anyone who
2. Instructed in the Seriptures, Ezra, Nehe- studies it, The volume stands thus in striking

miah, and their fellow workers at this time, contrast with aJ) other repositories of faith and
d a

1ffor 00d example of the benefits which  aj] other sacred books, Students of pagan
“';r?‘n,.,,' acerue fr:m minish";n and teachers who are faiths tell ug that they are entirely devojiq of
f, "’r find thorough] equipped in the knowledge of the this element, Fear, dread, despair, anxiety, and
ve :;"l( of Bible, T[:ese men expounded the Secriptures to sorrow abound among the hentheq. ut no:l!oy
har s not the People, eave the sense of the sacreq writ- s found there until the Bospel brings jt, he
p'"m"‘.m ings, made clear jtg mysteries, applied its com- first aAnnouncement of that megsy € over the
:w“f:"w in "andments, and unfoldeq its promises,  What. fields of Bethlehem unfolded "xoog tidings of
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great joy" for all men. Even in the ancient
days before the fullness of time had come the
book of Psalms taught God's people to rejoice
in the Lord. And the Master’s parting message
to his disciples assured them not only that he
would leave his peace with them, but that the
aim of his words was that their joy might be
full.  The principle thus suggested finds ample
illustration in the life of Saint Paul, who could
write, after years of imprisonment, out of the
depths of a Roman dungeon the Epistle to the
Philippians, the keynote of which is the phrase,
“Rejoice, and again I say unto you, Rejoice!”
The song-power of Christianity, the world-wide
and age-long inspiration which it has afforded
to writers of hymns and other poetry, and the
wonderful music which it has created, genera-
tion after generation, are other embodiments of
the truth which Ezra declared, and which we
have need to remember, namely, that genuine
religious joy is one of the elements of a strong
devout character. The discouraged Christian

The School

[Dee. 10

can never lead God's host to triumphs., We
should “rejoice in the Lord alway.”

4. Happiness and Joy. Dr. Bushnell in one
of his sermons makes a clear distinction between
mere happiness, based on outward happenings,
favorable material conditions, worldly aims and
attainments, and the joy which comes into the
soul and abides there when inward harmony and
order are introduced by the renewing agency of
the gospel. This is one of his strongest para-
graphs: “The soul is such a nature that no
sooner is it set in peace with itself than it be-
comes an instrument in tune, a living instru-
ment, discoursing heavenly music in its
thoughts, and chanting melodies of bliss, even
in its dreams. We may even say, apart from all
declamation, for such is its nature that when a
soul is in this harmony no fires of calamity, no
pains of outward torment, can, for one moment,
break the sovereign spell of its joy. It will
turn the fires to freshening gales, and the pains
to sweet instigations of love and blessing.”

of Practice

1. The Jews to whom Ezra read the law of God were filled with sorrow because they had disobeyed that

law, though they were not responsible for their ignorance of it.

But I am responsible if [ am ignorant of

God’s will, for I have constant opportunity to study his Word. I am resolved, therefore, to study the Bible

more diligently, and particularly that I may more fully know my duty.
2. Those who instructed the people in the Word of God rendered them the highest kind of service, If

T am able to teach, therefore, I will do so gladly and faithfully ; and I will show my appreciation to those by
whom I am taught.

The Junior Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive. Each pupil, if possible, should be sup-
plied with a copy of the Lesson Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson.

Illustrative Material : A good picture of Ezra
reading the law of God to the people is given in
the Intermediate Quarterly, page 105. The
shape of the roll or *‘book” out of which Ezra
read is shown in the Senior Quarterly, page 244,
and a better picture still of Ezra reading the law
on page 243 of the same Quarterly.

Intervening Events: These may be read in
Neh. 4. 21 to 8. 7. They are summarized in the
introductory paragraph of our Lesson Analysis.
Narrative Outline. (For the teacher. Lan-

mm%e and detail to be adapted to the
pupils,)

1. Reading God's Word (verse 8). 2. Study-
ing it so as to understand it (verse 8). 3. Sor-
rowing for sinfulness revealed by it (verse 9).
4. Rejoicing in_the forgiveness assured by it
(verse 10)., 5. Keeping God's ordinances
(verses 11, 12; for us they include the preach-
ing service, the prayer meeting, the Lord’s Sup-
per, ete.). @. Striving to practice what we

preach (verses 13-15).

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

Make clear the three great achievements of
Nehemiah——the rebuilding of Jerusalem, God's
city, and its safeguarding from enemies: the
enforcement of righteous laws so as to secure
fair dealing, Sabbath-keeping, and general mo-
rality ; the reading of God's Word and its ex-
planation. The people, with all their faults,
in the main accepted Nehemiah's leadership.
They built the wall, obeyed his commands, and,
now that the Bible was read to them, they tried
to practice it.

A new character now comes before us—Izra,
Tell who and of what sort he was. Nehemiah
and Ezra had not read far in God's Word before
the people found that they had been disregard-
ing and disobeying God's law. This made them
feel bitterly sorry, but they determined to do
better, and Nehemiah and the good ministers
urged them not to spend their force in sorrow,
but rather to be thankful that God is always
ready to forgive, and to obey him in the future.

After a while the rule for keeping the Feast
of Tabernacles was discovered ; the time to keep
it was less than two weeks off, so they hurriel
to prepare for it; and that feast did them great

good.
Whatever they found in the law of God, that
they did.
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mphs, We Suggested Generalization, (Adapt form of state-  caused, great rejoicing, The Joy of the Lord is
nell in one ment to pupils,)

our strength, 3, Sending “portions” unto them
et DA teeL, Tell the scholars how the Bible has come for whom nothing was prepared, is indicative
lon be B

i down to ns through the ages. Kight roints  of genuine religion, which consists, as our Lord
Imp!n‘nlux*- in this lesson should be impressed : 1. We told us, of love to God with all our heart, soul,
y aama and should read God's Word,  We haye more of it  mind, ang strength, and love to our fellow men,
es into the than Ezra and Nehemial had.  Part of the Olq and one of these neyer exists in purity and
irmony and Testament and all of the New Testament has strength  without the other. 4, The laymen
3 agency of been written since their day, They were not come to Ezra (verse 13) to seek direction as to
ngest para- able to read it for themselves; we are, God  how to carry out God's law, They looked for
re ”",“ » expects us to read jt, 2, We should under-  the duty that was seasonable, It was now the
than it be- stand it. We can learn what it means in Sun- fall of the year, They looked all through the

ing instru- day school. 8. We should practice it; ang we law of God to fing out

in its

what they should do
i " understand enough already to make us good boys next, and they were Just about two weeks before
bliss, even and girls, 4. It js our duty to be sorry for  the due time for the Feast of Tabernacles, and
irt from all sin, but so Soon as we gare sorry for sin God 80 they proceeded to brepare for that, That is
hat “,'I'"" o forgives it, It is not right to spend our time in  in harmony with practical Christianity—*Do
alamity, no mourning over sin after God has forgiven us. the next thing,”

he '"m"("{" We should exert all our energy in God's work, The moral ang spiritual teachings of the Jes-
y. It “,"” 5. It is our duty to rejoice in the Lord, That son are many, but they are gathered in one
d 'l:; ’]'nnns is what Nehemiah and zra told their people to  package by the Golden Text, “Blessed are they
ssing.

do.  “This is no time to spend in regret, The  that hear the word of God, and keep it,”
joy of the Lord is your strength,” @, The peo-  Teaching the Lesson,

sobeyed that ple were not only to be glad for themselves, but As in the teaching of Lesson X, 80 in teaching
 ignorant of they were to help the poor and the sad to be this !:-.j'sm'l‘ We recommend the syluvllm‘l of typi-
dy the Bible li i b 5 1 cal Coin Thoughts for our outline, Ior exam-

¢lad by sending dinners to them. 7. One duty  ple: L. God’s Word will keep him who keeps
service, If of these people was to keep the Feast of Taber- God's Word, 2. To read God's Word is one
| to those by nacles, Among our dutjes are to go to church thing: to realize it is another.

. 3. When we
and Sunday school and s Christians to partake  Stand for the truth we can understand the truth,
1 E h £ s £

3 4. He that doeth shall know, but he that know-
of the Lord's Supper, 8, Nehemiah and Ezra

eth should do, 5, For creed ang deed are not

did not stop with one reading of God's Word, ul\\‘nynl of (Lr!o I;n-vd., ti" l{iglnllt'ousx}('.lszs umll

Y ing it ri prace have Kkissed each other; but right and

vements of They kept 'l:emlmg .” lngthx:l'ong.. “Blessed e ' rong never can. 7, The world was just as

lem, God's Wemory Verse (Golden ext) ; owead are  und when men thought it was flat as it is to-

ies: the they that hear the word of God, and keep day when they know it js round. 8, Theorjes

oINS : it" (Luke 11. 28). are good eyeglasses, but they cannot give sight

s to secure Scholars' Home Work to morally blind eyes, 1), The reason the joy of

eneral mo- o ?a" NS TP, e % the Lord is our strength is that the strength of

aid 68 ez Why were the people sorry and grieved? the Lord is our joy. 10, Truth is not to be
ir faults Why did Nehemiah and the Levites tel] them  taken on like clothes, but taken in like food,

heir fau not to be sorry and grieved? The first scenes of this lesson can pleasantly

leadership, v did thas . v be illustrated by allusions to the modern print-

How did they help the poor and bereaved to ! n !
nands, and, be glad? g press and the old method of circulating the
, they tried The Intermediate Grade

R [For pupils from thirteen to sixteen Yyears, inclu-
) U=—=1ixen, sive. Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied with

Nehemiah & copy of the Senior Quarterly, the Intermediate

Vord before Quarterly, or the Lesson Leaf.]

| disregard- I'rmarim) the bl\rl.uun. i n N o
» them ustrative aterial: See Notes on the

in;:::l 'T)l do .’luni(;r G’rnde.th I FOEN
LIS ‘onstructin, ¢ Lesson,

‘.'“"“"".’ The five znnm-ouli\\l events deseribed in our

in "”Ir':"‘?s' lesson passage furnish o good outline, 1, The OPEN

is alway Reading of the Written Law of God.  Study

the f']"f"r:(' Neh. 8. 1-7, "Reproduce the scene.  The crowds HE

e B fthered from all “the cities” of the chj

me to i«ll] of Israel; the prominent men on the platform

ey hurri t reading; the time taken to explain until epery-

them gred body understood, 2, The Effect of the Reading,

f God, that When it was partly understood it_caused, and

Properly caused, intense SOrrow. When all of truth, The last scene of the losgon

d can be illys.
It was understood it caused, and properly trated by  allusions

to  famous Method_iag
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camp-meetings. Mrs. Knowles's HEART TaLk will
be found exceedingly helpful.

Emphasize that we must serve God in the
way of his appointment. Tell Mr. Spurgeon’s
story of the servant who was continually run-
ning up and down stairs, roaming into every
room, opening every closet door, moving every
piece of furniture, and constantly keeping up a
stir and worry. That was not service, it was
annoyance. There is a way of annoying God's
cause instead of serving it.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen. Each
pupil, if ible, should be lied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]

A very admirable method for the presentation
of this lesson is that furnished by the LrssoN
ExposiTioN. The book of Nehemiah is a series
of notable illustrations of the loftiness of life
when each duty is performed on time. Jeru-
salem was in misery. Nehemiah loved Jerusa-
lem and felt that he ought to be with it in its
misery, so he prayed God to open his way; and
he went. The misery of Jerusalem he soon saw
was largely due to its danger from attacks from
lawless outside tribes. It needed a wall, so he
built it. Of course, the wall had gates, and he
soon observed that the gates were made wrong
use of on the Sabbath day, and that Sabbath-
breaking had grown to a national sin. So
far as law could stop that sin he stopped it.
Soon he discovered that most of the people were
in abject poverty. He asked why. Part of the
reason was the severity of the taxes. From

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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these taxes came his own salary as governor.
He had money enough to do without the salary,
so he remitted the taxes. He found that the
rich had wronged the poor, and exorbitant usury
was rife. As far as he could he corrected that
evil. Having thus done all that a patriotic
statesman could do, he felt that something
greater than statesmanship snd captaincy were
needed. The Lrssox ExrosirioN introduces Ezra
in & most informing and delightful way.

Very beautifully is the life of God in the soul
of man portrayed in this lesson. Godly sorrow
worketh repentance to salvation not to be re-
pented of. The paragraphs entitled ** The Pain
of Revelation” and ‘‘The Joy of Revelation,”
page 913, should be most carefully and prayer-
fully read. Mature minds will understand the
profound dictum, ‘‘History is the memory of
the race,” and especially from the last paragraph
of the LessoN ExposiTioN can much be learned.

Other lesson helps in plenty are furnished in
this number, We have in another department
called attention to the exceedingly witty Coin
Thoughts now provided. Mrs. Knowles's Hearr
TALK cannot be read without personal benefit,
The LEssoN IN LITERATURE AND ART AND Lis.
sox Stor-Lienrs furnish jnstructive illustrations,
Paragraphs 1, 3, 4 (exceedingly suggestive to
mature and intelligent minds), 6 and 9 of the
illustrations are, to the writer's mind, most
«ffective, But they are all good.

Emphasize the ScHooL 0¥ PrACTIOE.

The Responsive Review

1. What did Ezra do for the people of Jerusalem ?
ow did he read ?

% 5. What reason did he give?
‘" Blessed are they,” etc.

he stand ?*  On a pulpit of wood. 3,
tell them? He told them not to
6. What is the GoLpEN TExT?

He read to them the Word of God. 2. On what did
He read distinetly, giving the sense. 4. What did he
Joy of the Lord is your strength

The Church Catechism

66 What are the obligations im: upon us b;

B iation of sin, faith in Christ, and loving ol
UAPES oxe ronuni;d :ﬂ: why tarriest thou ¥ arise and

Acts xxii, 16,
name of the Lord.

LESSON XII. Preparation for the Messiah

our baptism ¥ Thoﬂoblixnuouu imposed upon us by our

ience to Him.
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the

Dec. 17

GOLDEN TEXT. 1 will send my mMut. and he shall prepare the way before me. Mal. 3. 1.

AvrHORIZED VERSION
[Study Mal. chapters 3, 4]

Mal. 3, 1-12 [Commit to memory verses 8-10]

1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his
temple, even the ger of the nt,
whom ye del'ght in: behold, he shall come, saith
the Lorp of hosts. 2 4
2 But who may abide the day of his coming?

Revisep VERsion,*

1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall
prepar: the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his
temple ; and the of the y
whom ye desire, hehold, he cometh, saith Je-
hovah of hosts. 2 But who can abide the day

.’Tho Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
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and who shal] stand when he ugpeareth't for he
is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap :

3 And he shal) sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver: and he shall purify the gong of Le'vi,
and purge them as ﬂ))ld and silver, that they

may offer unto the RD an offering ip right-
eousness,

4 Then ghal] the offering of Ju'dah ang Je-

ru'sa-lem be pleasant unto the Loro, as in the
days of old, and ag in former years,

5 And I wil come near to yoy to Jjudgment ;
and I wil] pe 4 swift witnegs against the sop.
,» and againgt

false Swearers, and againgt those that oppress
the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger

from his right, and fear not me, saith the Logrp
of hosts,

6 For I am the Lorp, I change not : there-
fore ye sons of Ja'cob are not consumed,

7 Even from the days of your fatherg ye are
gone away from mipe ordinances, anq have not
kept them, Return unto me, and I wij] return
unto you, saith the Lorp of hosts, But ye said,
Wherein ‘shall we return?

8 Will a man rop God? Yet ye have robbed
we. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee
In tithes and offerings,

9 Ye are cursed with curse ;
robbey me, even this whole nation,

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat ip mine house,
and prove me npow herewith, saith the Logrp of
bosts, if will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out 5 blessing, that there
shall not pe room enough to receive it,

for ye haye

11 And T wil rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground ; neither shall your vine cast her

d
fruit before the time i the field, saith the Lorn
of hosts,

12 And an nations shall gy you blessed :

for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the
ORD of hosts,
Home Readings
[Furnished by the Internationa] Bible Reading
Associntiou]

M. Preparation for the Messiah, Mal. 3. 1-12,
Tu. The Sun of Righteousness, Mal. 3, 13 to 4, 6.
W. Good tidings, Isa. 40. 1-10,

New Canadian Hymnat, No. g
M‘jelun ! m name high over all,
Ajl‘n l}ell. t:lr ourtl'u;e 1;r ok{c :tnll.
nd men before
Am!d:vlln fear and fly,

New Canadian
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Hymnal No. 11,
Take the name of Jesus with you,
Child oe.
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of his coming? ang who shall stand wheny pe
appeareth? for he is like g refiner's fire, and
like fullers’ S0ap: 3 and he will sit ag a re-
finer and purifier of silver, ang he will purify
the sons of Levi, and refine them uy gold and
silver; ang they shal] offer unto Jehovah of-
ferings in righteousness, 4 Then shal) the
offerings of Judah anq Jerusalem be pleasant
unto Jehovah, gy in the days of old, and as in
ancient yeapsg, 5 And 1 will come near to youy
to judgment; gpnq I will pe 4 SWift witnegs
against the sorcerers, and against the adulter-
ers, and against the false Swearers, and against
those that oppress the hireling in hig wages, the
widow, and the fatherless, and that turp aside
the sojourner from hig right, and fear not me,
saith Jehovah of hosts, ¢ For 1, Jehovah,
change not; therefore e, O sons of Jacob, are
not consumed,
7 From the days of your fathepg ye haye
turned aside from mine onlinunrvx, and have
not kept them, Return unto me, and I win
return unto you, saith Jehoyah of hosts, But
Ye say, Wherein shall we return? 8 Wil g
man rob God? yet Ye robbed me, But ye say,
Wherein have We robbed thee? |y tithes and
offerings, 9 Ye are cursed with the curse; for
ye rob me, eyep this whole nation. 10 Bring
ye the whole tithe into the storehouse, that
there may be food in my house, and prove me
now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will
Dot open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not pe room
enough to receive i, 11 And 1 will rebuke the
devourer for Your sakes, and he shall not destroy
the fruits of your ground ; neither shall your
vine cast its fruijt before the time in the field,
saith Jehovah of hosts. 12 Apq all nations
shall call you happy : for ye shall be g delight-
some land, saith Jehoval of hosts,

Th. Turn ye, Zech. 1. 1-6,

F." The Messenger, Luke 3. 1.9,

S. The Purifier, Matt. 3, 7-12,
Mal. 1. 611,

8. A pure offering,

Time.—About 460 or 430 B, (.

Place,—
Jerusalem,

The Lesson Hymns

nai,
here is no name go 3weet on earth,
0 name so sweet in heaven,
e re his wondroyg birth
To Christ the Savioar given,

of sorrow and of w,

Questions for Senior Scholars

L. The Messenger (v. 1-4).—~Who was “the
Heuenger, or Angel, of the covenant”? When
this Messenger of the covenant came was he

welcomed by hig beople? Who are the Loed's
messengers to-day ? What were the character-
istics, and what was the use of the refinor's
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fire? What was fuller'’s soap? IHow do these
figures of speech indicate that God's painful
providence are intended to make us better?
What offerings are acceptable to God?

2. The Witness (v. 5-9).—The Messenger of
the covenant is now speaking. How does he
say he will come near to his people? Name
four typical classes of sinners against whom he
will appear as a swift witness., What sort of
people were the ancient sorcerers? Who are
their truest modern representatives? Who were
false sweavers? Who are those that “oppress
the hireling”? Who was the “stranger”? How

00L BANNER [Dec. 17
does the last part of verse 6 follow as a conse-
quence on the drst part? What were tithes
and what were offerings? Iow does God now
regard those who neglect to support his church
and its institutions?

3. Promises of Blessing (v. 10-12) .—What
command is given by God? What gracious
offer is made by the Lord? Whom will the
Lord rebuke? Why? How will the “nations”
treat those who honor God? How had the peo-
ple spoken against God? What did they say
concerning God's service? Of whom was the
GoLpEN TEXT spoken?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The Messenger of the Covenant (v. 1-6).
—About what time did the prophet Malachi
live? Who is meant by the messenger who
would prepare the way? When did Jesus quote
from this verse? Who is called “the messenger
of the covenant”? Against what class of people
would the Messiah bring swift witness and

judgment? What does the name “Jehovah”
mean? IHow was the mercy of God shown to
his disobedient people?

2. Will a Man Rob God? (v. T-12.)—How
did the Jews rob God? 1Is it possible for a man
to rob God now? What did God promise to the
Jews? On what conditions?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Who was Malachi? One of the Lord's
prophets.,  When did he live? About four
hundred years before Christ came. What did
he say was surely coming? Whom did he mean
hy the Messiah? Ilow did he say he would
come? Suddenly. Where did he say he would
appear? In his temple. What would he do to

1. The Coming of the Messianic Covenant
(verses 1-4).

(a) The words of our lesson were spoken or
written in Jerusalem in the days of Ezra and
Nehemiah. (b) “Malachi” had already rebuked
the impiety of the priests, and condemned mar-
riage with heathen wives. (¢) He is the spokes-
man of Jehovah, and the personal pronoun *“I,”
therefore, represents the Lorp of hosts. (d)
God's promised messenger was John the Bap-
tist; compare Isa. 40. 3-5 and the accounts of
John in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
(e) This messenger, like the whole succession of
prophets, is to prepare the way for a new revela-
tion of God. (f) Fesides “I" (who is Jehovah)
himself) and “my messenger” (who is John)
we find in verse 1 a third person, who is called
“Lord” and “the Messenger of the Covenant.”
(g) This “Lord” and “Messenger” is described
as one whom the Jews are seeking and in whom
they will delight; and (k) the Lorp of hosts
(Jehovah) again assures us that he will come,
(i) But in spite of all search for him and all
delight in him the coming of the Messenger of
the Covenant will be such a trial of character

The Lesson Analysis

it? Make it clean. What had the Jews done?
They had gone away from the Lord. What is
meant by this? They did not keep his law.
What did he ask them to do? IHow did he say
they had robbed him? What is the tithe?
The tenth of all we have. What did God tell
them to do?

as can be compared only to fire that purifies
gold or to lye of potash with which ancient Ie-
brews cleansed their cloth, (j) When thus
refined and purified by the Messenger of the
Covenant the Levites (God’s ministers) will no
longer be corrupt, as Malachi has just declared
them to be, but will perform their duties in
righteousness, (k) And as a consequence the
worship of the nation will be acceptable to Je-
hovah. (The promise of the Messenger of the
Covenant was fulfilled in the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ.)

ILI. The Sinful Nation (verses 5-9).

(a) God now tells his people that though they
are very religious they are not good ; though scru-
pulous in performance of their religious duties,
they wrong each other, and by dishonor and in-
iquity add to their own wealth, (5)But Jehovah's
character never changes (which means that he
will not break his covenant with them, but will
punish them). (e¢) Jehovah calls, “Return unto
me, and I will return unto you.”. (d) But the
sinful nation disputes with its God, and denies
having departed from him. (e) God’s reply is
that while they pretend to pay their tithes for
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the support of the poor and for religious wop- hypoerisy by sending locusts, drought, failure
ship their pretense is false ang “they do not

of crops, and famine, (b) He promises on g

pay their subscriptions,” renewal of faithfulness to renew his blessings

I11. Promise of Blessing (verses 10-12), in the most abundant Way: so that (¢) adl na-
(@) God had Punished his people for thejp tions shall cal) them blessed,

The Lesson Word Studies

Note.—The Word Studies Jor this lesson are based on the Revised Version,

Tur Proruwr axp His MESSAGE. —The illustrious 1e;
hman as well ag divine assistance in carrying out thej
counsel and action, Among thege
oSt conspicuous, Indeed

ators as the assistants of the Prophets, With regard
nferred from the contents of hig Prophecy, opinion is

activity preceded and prepared the way for the later
legislative acts of Ezra ana Nehemiah, or Whether he follo

wed these and enforced the work they had begun,
In the former cagse the date of the Prophecy of Malachi becomes B, ¢, 458 or earlier ; in the latter it becomes
about B, ¢, 432, when Nehemiah’s second visit to Jerusalem took place, or later, Nothing s known abont,

Malachi apart from the prophecies recorded in the book bearing his hame. The name itself seems to be an
ubbreviation of « Malnchluh." meaning Messenger of Jehovah, Ag such, the prophet attacks the same abuses
und advocates the same reforms which are mentioned in the books of Ezrg and Nehemiah, The argument
of the book may be gathered up in the Words in which Amos more than two centuries carlier addressed the
people of his time ; “You ouly have I known of gl the families of the earth ; therefore I will visit upon you
all your iniquities (Amos 8, 2), The Immutnbility of God’s love toward Israel, whom he purifies but does
not wholly consume, is the central truth of the whole prophetical message expressed by Malachi in the
words, “ Fop I, Jehovah, change not ; therefore ¥e, O sonsof Jacob, are not consumed ” (Mal, 3, 6). To this
central truth the Preceding portions of the book lead up, and from it al] that f
view of the future which Malachi presents is that of 5 future at once awful and greatly to be desired ; awful,
hecause of the Summary judgment Which is to come upon Israel ; desirable, because of the coming of the
Lord himself to his temple to purge his people ang pour out upon them such an abundance of bleselng that
all nations shall eall them blessed,

In the preceding portions of his prophecy Malachi has been rebukin,
out to them the dire punishment which js sure to come upon them unle
more especially Israel’s ingratitude anq profane impiety, In chapter 2 4 sharp reproof {g administered to
anunfaithful priesthood and again upon the adulterous and treacherous and sinful laity, « Where is the God

of judgment ¥ ig the presumptuous and profane challenge of a degenerate people, To this challenge
Jeliovah himself answers in the words of our lesson text,

g priests and people and Pointing
S8 they repent, In chapter 1 it was

Verse 1, Behold, I send—Jehovah hin- tory furnace, Under the influence of the in-

self is speaking, tense heat an oxide of lead forms and is blown
My messenger—In Matt, 11, 10 Jesus off by bellows, Toward the enq of the process
(uotes this verse from Malachi and explains it the covering of oxide 8rows thinner and finally
s referving to John the Baptist : “This is he, of disappears and the bright surface of the silver
whom it jg written, Behold, 1 send my mes- appears (comp, Jer, 6. 29 and Matt, 3, 12),
senger before thy face, who shall brepare thy 3. Sons o Levi—These were in charge of
way before thee,” the sanctuary, at which the process of purifica-
Shall prepare the way—In what this tion of the nation should begin, “Fop the time
reparation  consisted jg indicated in Matt. * is come for judgment to begin at the house of
3 112, God: and if j¢ begin first with us, what shall
And the messenger—The Authorized Ver. be the end of them that obey not the 8ospel of
sion peads “even the messenger,” thus identify- God?” (1 Pet, 4 1%}
ing the mes sencer with the Lord himself, This, . Near to you to jndment—’l‘his is the
'ather than the Revised rendering, is to be answer to the challenge of the people, “Where
Preferred, is the God of Judgment 7 A messenger shall e
Delh-e—l')o)lght in, sent, whereupon the Lord himself will suddenly
+ Refiner's fire—Gold and silver were in appear in his temple, Jtg purification accom-
olden times, as is stil the case to-day, freed plished, j

he shall proceed to judge the people
from impurities by being subjected to great also, .
hent. Silver mixed with lead is put into a So{onmer—An alien resident,
crucible made of clay and placed in g reverbera- 6.

n verses 6-12 the people are mope directly
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addressed. Want and famine have been to
them judgments of Jehovah for withholding
from him his dues. But if they will again
bring unto him the whole tithe he will certainly
restore to them the abundance they have
lacked,

For I, Jehovah, change not—Compare
introductory note on “The Prophet and His
Message."”

8. Will a man rob God?—Is it not pre-
sumption for him to attempt such a thing?
Jehovah is speaking.

Ye rob—Are robbing, that is, even now.
Their robbing was a continual process,

Tithes—The word “tithe” comes from the
Anglo-Saxon “teodha,” Gothic “taihunda,” the
tenth; hence, literally, the tenth part of any-
thing ; but more especially in common usage, the

THE UNNAMED AUTHORS OF THE BinLg

It is well, perhaps, that we should remind
ourselves that we do not know who wrote the
book of Malachi. The name “Malachi” means
“My messenger,” and is not a proper name, but
the sign of the character and purpose of the
writing. It was evidently written during those
dark and demoralized days between the rebuild-
ing of the temple and the coming of Nehemiah,
It was a time of corruption and oppression and
openly expressed skepticism. The rulers were
unrighteous and required yet to be brought un-
der the mastery of a governor of such ideals and
strong will as Nehemiah. That state of things
may have made it discreet for the author of
this book, which so unsparingly arraigned the
rulers and the people for their vices, to issue
it anonymously. The message, not the messen-
ger, was of chief importance, And this is the
more worthy of consideration in view of the
fact that so many portions of the Word of (GGod
do not bear the names of any human authors.
Who knows the inspired genius who wrote that

pfrontes( drama of the human soul, the book of
Job? Who can tell who compiled and put to-
gether the books of Kzra and g\'phnminh'.’ Who
has the secret of the authorship of probably
one half of the world's greatest hymn hook, the
Pealms?  Who can give us the names of the
authors of Keclesiastes and the Song of
Solomon? Or, passing to the New Testament,
who will settle the disputed question as to the
authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews? It
is not necessary that we should know. If any
one has any light on any of these questions we
should hear him gladly.” But the hooks are no
less valuable because of our ignorance or un-
certainty as to their hnman authorship. In-
deed, it adds something of solemnity and power
to these messages that the human voice is
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The Lesson Exposition
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tenth part of the increase resulting from the
profits of land and stock. For the law of Moses
referring to the tithe compare Lev. 27. 30, 32;
Num. 18, 21, 24, Nehemiah repeatedly empha-
sized the same law and rebuked the people for
disobeying it (comp, Neh. 9. 38; 10. 32-39;
13. 10-14).

9. The curse—Specially mentioned in Neli.
2. 2, which compare.

10. The storek The chambers or
rooms surrounding the temple on three sides.
Though built for the especial purpose of fur-
nishing a storehouse for accumulated tithe of-
ferings, these apartments had been perverted
from this intended use.

Windows of heaven —Comp. (ien. 7. 11:
8. 2; 2 Kings 7. 2, 19.

11. Devourer—Locusts.

silenced and the human names erased, and that
they come to us directly as the speech of God.
Indeed, in the literature of the world it de
serves that a great monument should be erected
to “Unknown Authors.” They have apoken
great words and sung for us great songs ; their
messages we have, but not their names.

THE SHORTER AND THE LONGER Propnptic
Visiox

This chapter is a fine example of the shorter
and the longer ranges of prophetic vision of
which we find many examples in the Bible.
The prophets were invariably occupied with the
immediate conditions of their own times. They
were intensely practical preachers. They dealt
hand to band and ungloved with the vices of
their day; -with the evil administrations of
rulers: with the degeneracy of the priesthood ;
with the time-serving character of many self-
styled prophets; with social corruptions which
threatened the purity and moral strength of the
home; and with the open or insidious encroach-
ments of heathen religions. They painted in
dark colors, but never darker than the condi-
tions warranted: they reproved, rebuked, and
warned unsparingly ; but they never lost hope.
They were not pessimists, though they were
the merciless arraigners of their generations,
Through the darkness they were forever catch
ing glimpses of the light. They saw a hetter
day hevond. If Jerusalem were laid waste, it
would be rebuilded ; if the temple were dest
it would rise again in greater glory ; if unrig
eousness prevailed for a season, truth and jus
tice would come at last; if the people were
scattered and broken, a sacred “remnant
would form a nucleus for a new development:
if the tree were cut down, the root woull not
die and a new shoot would put forth. And this
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optinkism of theirs was not that of temperg-
mental buoyancy, for the Jews have ever beep
a grave and thoughtful people, It sprang out
of their faith, it came from the inspiration of
God's Spirit in their hearts, Their dreams ang
their visions wepe given to them, They spoke
as they saw ang they heard, But thig pe-
culiarity marked thejp visions : They saw to
things afar off through the medium of things
near at hand,
prophecies of Isaiab, 1y certainly was go in
this prophecy in Malachi, hunwdiul«-l_\ he saw
the coming of A righteous ruley who would
Judge and rule righteously, Beyond that rose
the vision of a final, preéminent “messenger"
who should brepare the way for the great
Judge; and then the coming of that Lord who
would judge the world.  We ¢qJ) this prophecy
“Messianie," Iy was.  John the Baptist ap
plied its prediction of 5 coming “messenger”
himself. He wag entitled to do so, And we
say the “Lord” referred to pointed tq Christ,
l‘mluubtodly it did. But the prophecy was a
l‘:lr—n':l('hinx search-light whose rays passed
through several lenses; Lyt whatever minor
figures it brought ont on the way, at the end,
in the full circle of its light, was the figure of
the Ohrist, concerning whom all the Law and
the Prophets testified, vidently the things
referred to in verses 3-5 of the lesson were
local and of the prophet’s own time; but hijs
look reaches on to “the fullness of time,” when
the Son of God should appear.,

THE PERPETUAL PREPARATION

We are impressed in reading the predictions
concerning the coming of the Messiah that
there was always a mora] preparation condj-
tioning his coming, as well as great moral ef-
fects resulting from his coming. And it is
clear that every special season or era of grace
promised to the people was a t pe and prophecy
of the great day when the Christ, full of grace
and truth, should come.  So that all mora] im-
brovement, every turning to olrwliem'g, was a
breparation for fhe coming of the Messiah, ’I‘hy
time of Christ's coming was not a date arbj-
trarily fixed by God in the calendar of the
future, but was an event determined by moral
conditions, “Phe fullness of time" when God
should “send foptl his Son, made of g woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the Inw," Was not merely g day ap-
nointed, but o day which marked the culmina-
tion of moral movements which made jt the
fitting, the opportune day for his coming.
That explaing why the prophets had the nearer
ind the farther vision of Christ’s coming.
They saw his "'oming in spirit in every reforma-
tion, in eye turning n} the people from un-
righteousness : and every such reformation and
turning pointed forward to the time when the
Lord should himself come  to introduce hig
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It was so with many of the ,

25
kingdom, All of which means that (e day of
Christ's coming was 4 flexible, variable ap-
pointment, tq be influenceq by the moral life
of the nation anq the mora) conditions of the
world.  He ighy have come sooner if the
world had prepared the conditions fop his com-
ing; his coming might have been much longer
delayed jf in congcions Or unconscioys colpera-
tion on the part of men the way had not been
made ready for his coming. Ro that all history
prior to Christ’s coming wag 4 perpetual
preparation for )jg advent,

PREPARATION FOR Cnnisy's SECOND  Coming

And all history since Christ's coming, and all
bassing events, gre @& preparation fop his second
coming at the end of the world, A greater hope
than that which lay in the heart of Israel, the
hope of g coming King ang Deliverer, ig given
to the world now—the hope of Christ’s return
again to the world and his universal reign of
righteousness, And by “the end of the worlg”
We must not understand » fixed future day,
when, imh-p--ml«nll‘\' of the conditions of the
world, Jesus shall suddenly return, “Engd of
the world,' as the origingl terms really mean,
refers to the culmination of @ new era, the per-
fecting of the HeW age: and the end g not so
much that of termination by destruction as by
completion, by fultilinent, by realization, It is
the climax of & moral proc now going on,
The last day of prophecy s vitally and op.
ganically connected with tphe present day of
the world's life,  The day and the hour of
Christ's future coming are not known to any
man.  They are not fixed by any prophecy,
Jesus said pot only that no man knew of that
day and hour, but that the Son himself diq not
l.mow.‘ Is the reason for that statement pot
tmunj in the fact that lhy day and the hoyp are
not fixed at ally Christ 8 coming may pe s00n
or it may he fur‘nﬂ‘: but in either case will jt
e by God's arbitrary Appointment, e will
come when the wopld gets ready for hig coming,
10 sooner, no Iater, Every new era of right-
cousness is veally a partip] coming of the mil-
lennium ; CVEry overthrow of wrong, every aq.
yance in virtye, o - higher register of moral
ideals, marks advancing stages in the coming
of the Christ, This generation may hasten op
delay  the Lord's coming, \\'hm. God  hag
promised s that shall come again, but the
time he has not ed.  Moral events are not
regulated by the calendar of the years, but hy
moral conditions, Ay of old, when the condi-
tions were ripe for his first coming, then he
came: and so when the moral life of the worlg
shall be ripe for his second coming, then again
will he come, And so God s perpetually sqy-
ing to mankind, “I), you desire the coming
again of the Son of man? T,o, he is at your
door when You make yourselves ready for hig
return,”
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Not A ConpiTiION MERELY, BUT A PERsoN

But one thing must be guarded and made
very clear, both in reference to Ohrist’s first
and his second comings. His coming was de-
termined by moral conditions, but it did not
consist in moral conditions; and his second
coming will wait on moral conditions, but will
not consist in those conditions. The Messiah
was not a moral state of society, but a person ;
and the returning Messiah will not be a per-
sonification of the perfected social life of man-
kind, but the coming of a personal King, This
is a mistake which many have made with re-
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gard to Christ's first coming, and which many
are making concerning his second advent.
Jesus was a reality, not an abstraction ; he was
a person, not the personified spirit of his times ;
and he will come again not in the coming of a
greater, better age, but because a greater, bet-
tér age shall open the way for his retarm. The
gate is one thing, and a very important thing;
but the “King of glory” who enters through the

* gate is quite another and an infinitely greater

thing. In considering the gate of the kingdom
of glory we must not permit ourselves te lose
sight of the King.

like a refiner's fire, purging us as

THE LESSON PRAYER

Our Father, help us that we may first of all make preparation for
the coming of Christ into our own lives ; for his birth at Bethlehem will
profit us little unless we make read
hearts. And may we know that he

y for him another birthplace in our
must come to us as he came of old,
gold and silver, separating us from

sin and confirming us in righteousness. May the Christ come to us in
repeated advents of fuller revelations of truth, in deeper experiences
of the powers of the world to come. And may we unite in preparing
for his larger coming into the world, in eras of increasing peace and
justice and righteousness, until he shall come again, even as he
promised, to reign forever. Amen.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I

The world must needs make ready for the
world’s Redeemer,

God can flash his lightning straight from the
cloud, but it is better for commerce to pass it
through wires,

The rule is that unprepared soil is unpro-
ductive soil.

We cannot get what is ready for us unless
we are ready for what we get,

It is as necessary that the soil be ready for
the seed as it is that the seed be ready for the
soil,

There can be no echo without an answering
surface,

The musician's touch may be perfect, but to
have perfect music there must he something
perfect to touch,

Unless there be perfect accord there must be
some discord.

11
God's method with the soul is not always
sudden, it is often slow.
He who has eternity for his task can afford
to “take his time.”
If T had more perception T should have more
patience,

Often I would arrive sooner if 1 would only

“stay my haste,

It is not the swiftest feet, but the surest,
that win the race,

My sleepless tossing does not hasten the
break of day.

The preémption of power precedes the re-
demption of power,

1801
If we could know the nature of the ending wi
should better understand the character of the
commencement.
The why of the beginning is often concealed
till we reach the what of the ending.

v

“God is slow to anger,” but he is “a swift
witness” against evil,

He who does not work against wrong cannot
work the works of righteousness.

e who is most brave is the man who fears
God most.

Man's creed is always changing, but man's
God is changeless.

Man could never be better if God were loss
good,
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The basis of man's hope is not in man, but
in man’s God,

v

God is never far from him who begins to
return to Qo

God has abready come to kim who seeks to
return to Ged,

There are varying degrees in destiny as well
#s there are in deods,

At sunset the sun is out of sight, but it is
not as davk as it is ar midnight,

A man is dying when life is leaving him, but
he is not dead till life has left.

If God's desires are always reasonable, is it
not reasonable that the sinner may return as
long as Ged bas the desire that he should?
Bat the chances of life grow fewer as the sins
of life grow more, A man rans wo risk in being
righteous,

OOL BANNER 927

VI

What is one man's rebuke is another man's
reward,

God can destroy the devourer,

Never allow Yourself to think that you are
bermanently defeated, for that is never God's
desire for you,

Many of my miserable failures have been
woven by Infinite Wisdom into sublime successes,

The snowtlake that falls into the sea fails as
a snowtake, but that s its way to the larger
success of the seq,

When a man “robs God” he makes himself a
pauper,

Relinquishment of many things that are rare
lies all along the road that leads to real riches,

Only eternity can unerringly distinguish be-
tween the “advantages” and “disndvnnmx»s" of
life,

The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS, J,

We are near the close of the year; near the
end of this series of lessons on Old "Pestament
history and prophecy. With a great yearning
in my heavt 1 ask, Has my class perceived the
true intent of our studies?  Why have we
called back from long ago the kiugs of Israel,
Babylon, Assyria: the prophets Ezekiel, Daniel,
Jeremiah; the Jjourneys to Jerusalem; the re-
building of its walls? Why, here and there,
have we had foregleams of these gospel days in
which we Kve, like glints of sunlight through o
deep forest; as when we read Isaial’s prophecy
of the suffering Saviour, his gracious ; vita-
tions, and Keekiel's vision of the life-giving
stream?  Why is placed right here, in the
midst of Mzra's reading of the law, to-day's
lesson on the preparation for the Messiah?
Have you seen the threads of gold running
through all the fabrics of the Word—the set-
ting forth ef man’s relation to God, and God's
purpose teward man; his merciful, just, and
loving ways with the willful, sinful, sg'lr-dn_--
stroying haman heart? This is all the Bible is
or. HKvery bit of history, parable, story ; every
man or woman mentioned, is there, not for the
history er story, but to show us who and what
God is, and what is his will for the rn-nplo he
has placed upon earth for their happiness and
his own glory., It is a wonderful book when
we read it with God's purpose in mind; it is
full of bewildering mysteries when we do not
50 understand it. It is a blessed revelation
when the Holy Wpirit enlightens the mind and
the heart.

Malachi lived in the time of Nehemiah, He
was profoundly stirred by the sins of the age,
because he had a vision of the pure and right-
cous God. The public conscience was demoral-
ized. Divorce, defrauding workmen of their
Just wages, oppressing the widow and the fa-

. KNOWLES

S, teaching false doctrine, perverting the
ant, ministers appointed to keep knowl-
edge leading the Deople astray, lying and deceit
all these were prevalent sins, and men were
saying, “What profit is it to serve God, and
what difference is there between good and evil?
It was a broud, boastful, self-righteons, and
covetous age.  But the prophet had a vision,
He saw One coming who would judge right-
vously, He saw » day Approaching when the
lines would be sharp between good and evil,
With an earnestness born only of sp'itual jn-
sight, he pleaded with the people by the love
of God, by the debt of gratitude they owed
him, by the sovereignty of Jehovah, whose com-
mands they dared to despise and to whom they
presumed to offer insineere worship and un-
worthy sacrifices, to turn from their sins,

He was only a voice, The speaker was the
Lord _The voice cries to-day, rebuking the
same sins—for human nature is the same as
twent, h\"" hundred years ago—and foretelling
the same judgments,” John the Baptist, four
hundred years after Malachi, was the veice of
one crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,”
calling upon the people to repent of sin because
One was near who would separate the wheat
from the chaff, gathering the wheat into his
garner and burning the chaff with unquench-
able fire, Saint John is the voice still bringing
the message, “Behold, T come quickly, and my
reward is with me, to give to every one ae-
cording as his work shall be.” The day of
Jesus upon earth was a day that burned’ like
an oven in the conscience of al who heard his
words or saw his pure, unselfish life. ¥t burns
now, in the fire of the Holy Spirit. He con-
viets of sin, of righteousness, of udgment,
Jesus ir coming again, to be the Judge of the
living and the dead, Then we shall discern be-
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tween the righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God and him that serveth him
not. There will be no question then as to what
sort of a life we have lived. We shall see it
ourselves very clearly, and everyone else will
see it too. Who may abide the day of his
coming? Very gratefully we remember that
he says his messenger shall prepare the way
before him. We may be mu ready so that
we need be not afraid, but glad, when he comes,
The Messenger of peace, pardon, and love will
come, if we will give him welcome, to the
temple of your heart, and mine, even to-day.
His coming means cleansing. Can I bear the
scourging of small cords with which he will
drive out everything unclean? Can I endure
the fire which refines and purifies—the secret
chastenings  which only my soul and God
know? I can if I remember that the trial is

1. Verse 1. [ know the obstacles, but I
know well the power behind! I do not see
success as yet, but I know that it is coming.
So 1 do not see the cathedral as yet, when |
#0 into the confused quarry yard and see there
the half-wrought stones, the clumsy blocks that
are by and by to be decorated capitals, But
when at last they are finished in form and
brought together, the mighty building rises in
the air an ever-during psalm in rock. I do not
see the picture yet, when 1 look upon the
palette with its blotches and stains and lumps
of color, By and by, when the skillful brush
of the painter has distributed the colors, 1 see
the radiant beauty of the Madonna, the pathos
of the Magdalene; I see the beauty of the
landscape spread out upon the canvas, with
meadow and hill and winding stream, and the
splendors of the sunset crowning the whole, I
do not see yet the perfect kingdom of God upon
earth, but I see the colors wlm»]l are to blend
in it. T see the already half-chiseled rock out
of which it shall be wrought; and I am not
going to despond now, when 80 much already
has been accomplished.—R. 8. Storrs.
2. Verse 2.

"Tis said that a lion will turn and flee

I'rom a maid in the pride of her purity ;

And the power on high that can shield the good

Thus from the tyrant of the wood,

Hath extended its mercy to guard me well

F'rom the hands of the leaguering infidel,
~—Byron.

3. Verse 3. As much as moments are ex-
ceeded by eternity, and the sighing of a man
by the joys of an angel, and a salutary frown
by the light of God's countenance, a few groans
by the infinite and eternal hallelujahs—so much
are the sorrows of the saints to bhe under-
valued, in respect of what is deposited for them

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

The Lesson in Literature and Art
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the fire, but Christ is the Refiner. “The tool
may be malignity, but the Worker is Love.
We may be in the hand of the enemy, but the
enemy is in the hand of God.” He sits beside
every furnace, watching. For what? To see
his own image in the purified soul. Never
would we have pure gold or silver for value or
beauty without the refiner's fire; never a
jewel fit for a crown without the lapidary's
chisel, It will be worth all it costs to hear him
say, “Thou art mine,” in the day when he
makes up his jewels, A Scotch martyr had on
his crest a palm with weights- depending from
the branches, with the motto, “1 grow under a
weight.” It is said that palms grow best loaded
with weights. Palms are emblems of victory.
“Our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.”

in the treasu

of eternity, , , Every
chain is a ray of light, and every prison is a
palace, and every loss is the purchase of a
kingdom, and every affront in the cause of God
is an eternal honor, and every day of sorrow is
a thousand years of comfort, multiplied with a
never-ceasing numeration ; days without night,
Jjoys without sorrow, sanctity without sin,
charity without stain, possession without fear,
society without envying, communication of
Joys without I(-nm-uing.—r.lwn‘m!/ Taylor.

4. As the precious stone called Amiantus,
being cast into the fire, is made clearer and
purer; so the children of (imlz being cast into
the fire of troubles and affliction, do shine
more clear and lwnlltlful.—('mrdrdy. ‘

5. Verse 5. “Punishment is the recoil of
crime; and the strength of the back-stroke is
n proportion to the original blow,"

. That is the bitterest of all—to wear the
yoke of our own wrongdoing.—George Eliot.

7. Never yet were the feelings and instincts
of our nature violated with impunity; never
yet was the voice of conscience silenced witl
out retribution.—Mrs. Jameson.

8. Verse 7. They fall deepest into hell who
fall backward into hell. None so near heaven
as those who are convinced of sin; none so near
hell as those who have quenched conviction.—
Bunyan.

9.

Nay, deem not thus—no earth-born will
Could ever trace a faultless line ;

Our truest steps are human still ;
To walk unswerving were divine!

Truants from love, we dream of wrath;
O, rather let us trust the more!
Through all the wanderings of the path,
We still can see our Father's door !
~—Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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Lesson Side-Lights and Illustrations

L. Phe Herald of the Lord. The messenger

here spoken of was, of course, John the Baptist,
S many passages of Scripture indicate, Three
of the gospels cite sy, 40, “The voice of
him that crieth in the wildern Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God,” and apply the
citation to John, In Luke 1, 76 Joln's father,
'/,:lrhzn‘ius, filled with the  Spirit, prophesied
thus over the infant, then  eight days old:
“Thou, child, shalt be calleq the prophet of the
Most High: for thou shalt 80 before the face
of the Lord, to make ready his ways."  And
our Lord, speaking of John  (Matt, 11. 10)
says, “This is he of whom it is written, Behold,
I send my messenger before thy face, who shall
brepare thy way before thee, As Christ's
forerunner je urged the people to repent, made
A preliminary announcement that the kingdom
Was at haud, declared that the Messial wis
about to appear, and thus awakened expecta-
tion and at Jagt pointed out the King, at ana
after his baptism,

2. Other Pre parations for Chrisg'y Caming.
Saint Pau) calls the age in which Jesus was
born “the fullpess of the time” (Gal. 4, 4),
The phrase is full of meaning, and crowded
with suggestions, Many events and policies had
prepared the way for IHis coming, Prophecy
had done its work; the law given to Isrpel,
and its ceremonies and sacrifices, had accom-
plished their typical aims; the world had been
united into one great empire, undep the ad-
ministration of (he Roman power, so that men
could travel far apq wide without hindrance,
with the good tidings—gn situation which had
never been the cyse until about that age; a
universal language, the ¢ had come into
use throughout the civilized world, and it was
all ready to become the nstrument and vehicle
whereby the gospel was to he preached and ip
which it was to he written; and, finally, the

f . and of religion
and also of skeptic . of Greece and Rome,
after centuries of trial had proved to be utter
fai & any renewing power
among men, phases of human life
and human n ‘onspired to make the time
when Jesus was born the ope fitting time of all
others for his work. ) .

. A Work of I‘urtﬁr-ahqn. The funection of
the Messiah is here described in three terms
which indicate or typify moral t'lgansing—"ro-
fine,” “purify,” “purge,” words which are some-
times used . of straining or clearing wines, but
more frmuomly of metallurgical processes, The
work of the Christ is defined to be like that of
the workman who washes out stains and soil
from clothing with borax, or soap; like the task
of the prefiner of silver, who melts the ore,

watches the ¢ ucible, and gt Just the right
moment pours off the pure silver, freed from its
admixture of dross and baser metals,  Other
prophets yse similar figures of speech, Ior jp-
stance, the Lopq says (Zech, 13. 9), | will
bring the third part through the fire, and will
refine them as silver j refined, and will try
them as gold iy tried.” 8o in Isa. 1. 25 we
read, I iy turn my hang upon thee, and
purely purge away thy dross, and take away
all thy alloy.”  Of like import is the New Tes-
tament promise, spoken by John the Baptist of
the viour, “He shall baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fir the latter term
being an emblem of purification, Ip Ezek.
17-22, there is o striking picture of the
process of refining metals, as in g furnace, used
as a description of the di Yiplining and purify-
ing methods by which the better elements of
the nation hag been separated from the worse,
In Isa, 48, 10 God says to his people, “I haye
refined thee, hut ot as silver; I haye chosen
thee in a furnace of affliction”— by a smelting,
that is, of » higher and nobler sort, by which
sins and idolatries should pe burged away,
Thus the Bible furnishes many figurative
allusions to the severe refining and smelt-
ing office of grace, whereby mora] dross and in-
ner impurities, and faults and wickedness, are
almost ljte ly burned out of the soul,

4, Chemical Cleanliness, Modern surgery af-
fords in jts brocesses and methods some valu-
able hintg concerning the importance of abso-
lute cleanliness, When an operation is to he
performed the place chosen for the work is
one which has been kept scrupulously clean :
the instruments are immersed in boiling water,
to kill any germs that may lurk upon lhen{:
the clothing " of the physicians and nurses is
covered with nuwlyl\\' ed linen aprons and
other drapery ; the lint and the bandages come
from Iu-rnu-tit'ull‘\' sealed packages in which
they have heen kept in an aseptic (-unditiqn:
and the hands of all concerned in the operation
are bathed and cleansed in antiseptic solutions
which afford complete safeguard against con-
famination. Thuys modern science uses its best
thought and care to keep the slightest inviﬂi!)h'
harmful element from coming into contact with
A patient’s wounds, If this necessary to
avoid Poisoning the body, how much more "nec-
essary is it to .kmq[ watch and guard over the
lhm.mhls. the Imagination, the appetites, the
fm-lmmf. and the other departments of the in-
ward life, and to Secure the help of grace, in
order that the sonl may he made and kept
clean from sin! Q) Lord, cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly loye thee, and
worthily magnify thy holy name.”

z
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The School of Practice
1. It is nearly two thousand years since Jesus first came into the world, and no one knows when his
promised second coming shall be, But he has promised to come to me personally whenever I will prepare
for him. 1 will seek this week, by putting away sin and by an earnest effort to live as I think he would

have me, to open the door of my heart for his coming,

2. 1 am impressed with what the prophet says about robbing God by keeping back tithes and offerings.
1 am resolved to try to be honest with God In the use of the property he has put in my care, and will this
week begin to give for God’s uses not less than one tenth of my income,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher's Guide

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive. Rach pupil, if possible, should be sup-
plied with a copy of the Berean Leaf.)

Preparing the Lesson.

Ilustrated Material : A very informing picture
of the prophet Malachi delivering his m,
may be found in the Intermediate Quarterly,
page 107,

Outline of Thought. (For the teacher. Lan-
guage and detail to be adapted to the
pupils.)

This lesson naturally falls into four divi-
sions: 1, The Promise of the Coming of Jesus,
with John as his forerunner (verse 1). 2. The
Promise that Jesus will make pure the hearts
of all who come to him (verses 2, 3). 8. The
Statement that Jehovah as Judge will punish
all who do wrong (verses 5-0). 4. The Prom-
ise that when people live so as to please God
he will make even their enemies to be at peace
with them,

Explain the phraseology of the lesson passage.
Three persons are mentioned in verse 7: 1. The
Speaker, who is God. At the beginning of the
verse he refers to himself as “I" and “my” and
“me,” and at the close of the verse he is de-
scribed by the prophet as “the Lorp of hosts,”
“Jehovah.” 2, God's messenger—John the Bap-
tist, who prepared the way for J sus by urging
people to repent of their sins.  John was not
born until three hundred and fifty or four hun-
dred years after Malachi uttered these words,
3. The “Messenger of the Covenant”—Jesus
Christ. He is also called “the Lord,” and Jeho-
vah's temple is spoken of as “his.” The “Cove-
nant” is the promise that God had made with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to adopt the Jews
as his holy ple, and to bless them until as a
climax of blessing Christ should come, Jesus,
the Christ, fulfilled this Eromiua. and hence is
called the Messenger of the Covenant,

“Abide” means endure (verse 2), By “fire”
dross was separated from silver, and the man
who did the work was called a “refiner.,” See
Worn Stupies, By “soap” or lye cloth was
cleansed, and when that work was done in mills
the workmen were called “fullers,”

For “sons of Levi" (verse 3) see Worn
STUDIES,

Verse 5 should be carefully explained. “Sor-
cerers” were men who tried to do wonderful
things by the help of the devil. “Adulterers,”
“false swearers,” and “those that oppress” may
be grouped together, in an explanation, as sin-
ners who wrong their neighbors, The “hire-
ling” is a fine old English word for which we
have .a poor modern half-breed substitute, not
nearly so expressive but better understood by
the boy and girl—employee. 1t is a black sin to
hire people for work and not to pay them. The
“stranger” or “sojourner” was the man who
had no friends to stand up for him,

“The sons of Jacob" (verse 6) were God's
people, the Jews, But they had become so bad
that if it had not been for God’s unchanging
love he would have swept them from the earth :
“I change not, therefore ye are not consumed.”

By “mine ordinances” (verse 7) God’s laws
are meant.

For “tithes” and “storehouse” and “devourer”
see LESSON Worp StTupIES, By “the windows
of heaven” God means the beautiful sky and all
the blessings he pours out from it: the golden
sunshine, the rippling rain, the cooling shadows,
the sweet-scented breeze, all of which working
together coax out of the earth corn and pota-
toes, fruits, grass, and flowers. Grapevines are
said to “cast” their fruit when the clusters fal
or rot before they are ripe.  “Delightsome"
means happy,

Nuggested  Generalization,
statement to pupils,)

To us Christ is not merely promised, he has
come,

Jesus the Messenger of God's Covenant comes
to our hearts. How can our hearts be made
bure so as to be fit temples for God? How do
men make the silver pure, which is found in
mines mingled with stone and sand? They put
it on the fire and melt it, and then all dross is
lifted off it and the fire makes the silver pure.
White clothing becomes soiled by being worn ;
ow do we make it clean? We wash it with
soap and the washing makes it clean. And just
as the refiner makes silver pure by his fires, and
the miller (here called a fuller) makes linen
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pure by hig “soap,” so God has his own ways of
making ouy hearts pure,

Show how patient God has been with the
whole workd, with g,

After baying given a thorough explanation of
“tithes" show what we can bring to God—our
hearts ; ang show how he will bless us if we do,
Memory Versge (Golden Text) : 1 will send my

messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me” (Mal, 3, 1).

The Intermediate Grade
[For pupiks from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive, Rach pupil, if Possible, should }e
supplied with 5 ©opy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, o the Lesson
-]

l'n'pan'np the Lesson,

Ilustrative Material: The nine selections
in THE Lisson IN LITERATURE Anp ART will
be found nvaluable by the teacher who cap
interweave them into hig OWn message, Thepe
is a striking illustration of purity of heart jn
LEsson Swe-Laeury entitled Chemica] Cleanli-
ness,

( ’on«frm,'h'uy the Lesson,

1. The Messenger, and the Messengey of the

Covenant, g, Mora) Purification, 3. Divine

:ludgmenl of Sin, 4, Divine Promises of Bless-
ing.,

Teaching the Lesson,
Suggestiony for lln\‘nloping the Outline ;
Cloti‘; the j

outline just given with the very

NI =< PREPARAT]g
0]

!

impressive thoughts of the Heart Tgk, No
teacher ean prayerfully pead Mrs, Knowles's
article three o four times without being greatly
helped in his task,

Recall how John the Baptist prepared the
way for the coming of the Lord Jesus into the
world, e])

e t
to your py ils to prepare the way for the Mes-
Senger o] tl:o Covenant, Why was Jesus called

the Savionr? ¢ was divinely said of him, “He
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shall saye his people from their sing.” How?
Our lesson tells us, 1, Save them by the purifi-
cation of their souls (verses 24), 2 Save
them from sins rgaingt their fellows, so ag to
enable them to love thejr neighbors gg them-
selves (verseg 5, 6). 3 Save them from sing
against God, go A8 to enable them to love the
Lord their God with an their heart, soul, mind,
and strength (verses 7.9),

God's limitlesy blessings come a8 consequences

of our righteous conduct toward God and his
children,

The Senior Grade
[For pupils above the age of seventeen, Each
pupil, if Possible, should pe supplied with q copy
of the Senjor ()uum*rly.l
A carefu] reading of t}
and a carefy) reading
STUDIES Wil) zive us the literal meaning of this
Passage.  Repeated carefu] readings will show
where the thought divides, 1, The first division
of thought comes after the first verse, which
shows us that the Lorp js about to send the
Messengor of the Covenant, and before him an-
other messenger op herald to prepare the way.
Think deeply ag to what the Covenant is, and
what (-h;lrn('lc‘rislim one might expect in its
divinely appointed Messenger, 2. Observe the
change of thouzht between verses 4 and 5,
Verse 1 told about the coming of the Memenger
of the Covenant, verge 2 tells what he will do
and what the results will pe; purification jg
his work, happiness is the result of Purity,
3. Notice the dividing line between verses 9 and
10. From verses 59 we haye an awful arraign-
ment of the sing of the Jewish nation. They
are, in brief, formality, sorcery, limmiounnonn.
profanity, hnrd-heurn-dm-nn toward the poor,
neglect of God's cause, Are not these sing typi-
cal of modern life also? (though we now eall
sorcery by other hames.) 4, Notjce in the
division of the lesson bassage (vepgeg 10-12
the superabundance of blessingg contingent on
our faithful seryice of God,. At least 80 much
analytica) woik would seem to pe necessary on
the part of the teacher,
l'onsil)ly, howe\'or, the teacher may find his
class to be more readily interesteq in a treat-

ment based upon the (Yory THovants, which
t

¢ text in both versions
of our Lesgon Wornp

of all for g )
the last three aragraphs of the LESSON Expg.
SITION., 1, The Shorter and the Longer Pro-
phetic Vision will be f

a theory and an exercise of the imnxination.
but rightly “handleq |

practical thought, We ourselves are God’s tem-
ples, The lemu-nzgr of the Covenant hag come
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personal lives, 2, The paragraph entitled The  the paragraph entitled Not a Condition Merely,

Preparation for Christ’s Coming well merits  but a Person, should serve to melt away much New
our mwost solemn and earnest thought., 3. And  of foggy thought, i
0
P . 0
The Responsive Review P
1. What did the prophet Malachi foretell?  7he coming of the Saviour, 2. What is our GOLDEN TexT ¥
il send,” ete. 3. Who was the messenger sent before the face of the Saviour ? John the DBaptist. 4. By
what other name does Malachi call the ** messenger of the covenant” who is our Saviour? *“The Sun of
vighteoweness,”
The Church Catechism,
67 What isthe formof faith profe ~ed in baptism? The form of faith professed in baptismisthe Apostles' Creed: A
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ His only Son our e
Lord. who was conceived by the Holy (ihost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruei- Prophe
fied, dead and buried : the third day He arose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on walked
the right hand of God the Father Almighty: from thence He shall col 0 judge the quick and the dead. 3 .
I believe in the Holy Ghost: the holy catholic Church ; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins; the wo
the resurrection of the body ; and the life everlasting. Amen. delight
pared j
LESSON XIII. The Character of the Messiah [Dec. 24 coming
GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall save his people from their sins. :""d of
Matt, 1. 21, s
§ Christ j
AUTHORIZED VERSION Revisen Version® say, cor
| Read Isa. 11, 1-10] 1 But there shall be no gloom to her that was is herei,
Isa. 9. 1-7 [ Comamit to memory verse 6] in anguish. In the former time he brought into his hum
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 2. 7.he

vevertheless the dimness shall not be such a h : :
1,.\-14,»},\,:\},, |.L..l:-N\\-,.x::n.,,,, “-m.,, at the first he Naphtali; but in the latter time hath he made

lightly aflicted the land of Zeb’n-lun and the it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the
land of Naph'ta-li, and afterward did more Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people
,‘:(':'V‘;:"'l:;"ﬂl,('lm:"mh;;'“l!'l”l““"‘;l :‘l::-'\vn::lria[ul:: S that walked in <|Ll'rk|m.~'s have seen a great light

2 The people that walked in darkness have they that dwelt in the land of lh_c shadow of
seen a great light : they that dwell in the land  death, upon them hath the light shined. 3 Thou
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased
light shined. s y their joy : they joy before thee according to the
_ 3 Thoun hast multiplied the nation, and not joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they divid
increased the joy: they joy before thee ac- : A g
cording to the joy in harvest, and as men ve- the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and
Joice when they divide the spoil. the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his op

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his bur-  Pressor, thou hast broken as in the day of
den, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of Midian. 5 For all the armor of the armed man

shown ¢

1. Ligi
—What
Jews whe
ten  tribe
meant by
the land ¢
of the sha

his oppressor, as in the day of Mid'i-an. in the tumult, and the garments rolled in blood, When aj
5 For every battle of the warrior is with  shall be for burning, for fuel of fire. ¢ For 8 & pn
confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; ynto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: Whom  did

but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. A Holy 0,
“l am the
light show
Jesus come
What is t
him? The
The fifth?

and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
v'li_li‘.nr. umxl) uls)u'vlvnil‘(l iﬂllk)l‘l’l. llinllt: us a -"l‘{" and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
Jpysn; snd the soveruiment all be upot M celor, Mighty God, Everlantng Pather, Frine
derful, Counselor, The mighty God, The ever- of Peace. T Of the increase of his government
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. and of peace there shall be no end, upon the

7 Of the increase of his government and  throne of David and upon his kingdom, to es
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne tablish it, and to uphold it with justice and

;:fulmtl(‘:mi;t‘."lm]id‘:Inij\" \I«I'lijl|klil:ﬁi:;:::.'":na‘,),:.fiervi;;; with righteousness from henceforth even for

justice from henceforth evenr forever. The zeal ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will per
of the Lorp of hosts will perform this. form this.
Home Readings W. The Deliverer, Isa. 42. 1-8, L. Light,
[Furnighed by the International Bible Reading  Th. The Comforter. Isa. 61, 1-G. (2) One
Association ] F. The King. Psa. 50. 16-21, land of the
M. 'The Character of the Messiah. Isa. 9. 1-7. 8. The Redeemer. Isa. 59. 16-21. country, wa;
Tw. The Branch. Isa. 11. 1-10, 8. The Saviour. John 8. 5-16.

overrun by jy
it had been |

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons,
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The Lesson Hymns
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 6,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 29,
Oh, worship the King all glorious above ! Angels, from the realnsg of lory,
Oh, q‘rat.afully sing his power and his love ! Wing your flight o'er all the earth ’
Our Shield and l)eh-ndnr. the Ancient of Days, Ye who san, creation's story,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise, Now pl'ocfx‘u'm Messiah’s birth,
New Canadian Hymnat, No. 301,
ark ! the herald angels sing,
* Glory to the new-born King,
eace on earth, und mercy mild ;
God and sinners reconciled.”

Questions for Senior Scholars
At what time, and by whom, was this ag 1o Christ’s royalty ¢
prophecy given 7 Who were “the people that fulfilled ¥ (Rev,
walked in darkness™? W was “the Light of Christ the
the world" v To what two Sorts of joy is the
delight of Christians in their  Saviouy com-

pared in verse 37 In what sense has Christ's “everlasting Father"y What is gaiq in John
coming broken the yoke of humnnil_\' and the 1. 1 voncerning Chrigt ¥ What wag the song of
rod of oppression?  What great contrast De- the Christ? (Luke 2. 14.)
tween worldly conquerors and the triumph of Upon whose throne is the Saviour promised to
Christ ig given in verse 57 What did our Lord reign? Iow is he the Son of David? What is
SaY, concerning his kingdom, to Pilate? Who said concerning the progress of hig pyje? How
is herein foretold ? What aspect of Christ in has this heen fulfilled » What is saiq concern-
his humanity is here bresented? [ow is Phil. ing the justice of his Bovernment? How jg this

2. T here illustrated » How is his humility illustrated by Rev, 15, 3?7 How long does his
shown to yg? What prediction i here given kingdom endure ¥

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Light for the People in Darkness (v, 1-5).
—What was the dimness op darkness of (he
Jews when Isaiah lived? By whom wore the
ten  tribes carried into captivity?  wWpo is
meant by the great light? I what way conld
the land of the Jews be understood as the land
of the shadow of death?

How is the prediction
19, 16,) In what respect js
Counseloyy What is the declaration
of Christ's divinity ¥ How is hig divine nature
shown? What is here meant by the expression

angels concerning

2. The Prince of Peace (v, 6,
sense could Isainh Prophesy
and a son given to

T).—In what
that a child is born
the nation? As holding
what  office, then, diq Isaiah look upon the
Promised  Messia What sovernment diq
Jesus take to himself? What are the titles
Which Isaiah gives to Jesus?

Questions for Younger Scholars
When did Isaiah live? What was he? What
“dn-a prophet see? Things in the future,
Whom did Isaiah see Was coming some day?
4 Holy One, What did Jesus say
“I am the light of the world.”

Jesus?  pf0 is 80 great and yet go good,
can Jesus give yg counse
and by hiy Npirit.  Why
of himself? ther? t1¢ said, “I qpq my Father qye one,”

What does the What is the Sweetest of hig names? “Ppe
light show? 7 unclean things, How did  prijee of Peace,” When will the whole world

Jesus come into the world? Ls a little child. he gt peace?  Whep Jesus rules in all hearts,

What is the first name by which Isaiah calls What do we know of hig kingdom ¥ That it is
him? The second? The thipd? The fourth? sure to grow. What will it one day fill? The
The fifth? What is the wonderfy] thing about whole earth,

The Lesson Analysis

How
Through hig word
is he called the Fa-

L. Light, ers”  (e¢) There Wwas anguish there among the

(2) One of the most Hebrew parts of the people of God because of the punishment they
land of the Hebrews, in the very heart of the endured for the sins of their fathers and their
country, was Galilee, (b) But it had been

own sins, () Zebulun and Naphtali (whose
at length in contempt o] in later

foreign-  hag come to

overrun by invaders until centuries the feet of Jesus trod)
it had heen nicknamed “Galilee of the

be names proverbial for suffering
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and degradation. (e) But the prophet foresees
a time when gloom in those regions shall be no
more, (f) He does not yet tell how, but he
knows that the name of Galilee shall yet become
proverbial for glory. (g) Gropers in darkness
shall be wonderfully illumined. (k) Lives
darkened by the shadow of death shall be
brought forth into light.

I1. Joy.

(a) Sin and sin's consequences had impov-
erished God's people and reduced their numbers ;
now they are to be multiplied, (b) Their mul-
tiplication in numbers shall be matched by a
multiplication of resources and an increase of
joy. (e) Like happy harvesters and merry-
making conquerors shall they rejoice,

I11. Rest,

(a) By sinful habits and foreign tyranny the
people had been yoked to hea ¥y burdens like a
toilworn ox, (b) If at any time they shrank
from their tiresome tasks the sharp rod of their
drivers pressed them on. (¢) But now burden-
bearing and driving are forever done with, and
the nation is as completely liberated as when
Gideon with three hundred men overthrew the
idianites. (d) They shall have rest.

IV. Peace.

(a) The peace of antiquity bore about the

same relation to its war that the vacation of a

[Dec. 24

busy man does to his year of work. Perbaps
no man mentioned in the entire Old Testament
lived his entire life without living some years
amid war. (b) But the prophet sees a time
when there shall be no more armed men, or tu-
multuous fighting, or garments rolled in blood,
(€) The relics of war shall not even be kept in
museums ; interest in them will have died out ;
they shall be burned with fire.

V. The Child.

(a) Surely such wonderful results, Light,
Joy, Rest, D’eace, coming to tortured Galilee
(of all places on earth) must have a wonderful
cause. (b) Here is the cause: “Unto us a
Child is born.” (e¢) In this child all govern-
ment shall be vested. Ile shall be called (d)
Wonderful Counselor; (¢) Mighty God; (/)
Everlasting Father; (g) Prince of Peace.

'1. The King.

(a) The government of this child shall never
cease, but shall always increase, The
peace that his government brings
end. (¢) He shall sit upon the throne of David ;
that is, he shall govern the people of Gad,
(d) He shall uphold his government with Jus-
tice and with rigl teousness forever, (¢) These
wonderful results shall be reached by the help
of no man, but by “the zeal of the Lok of
hosts.”

The Lesson Word Studies

Note.—The Word Studies Jor this lesson are based on the Revised Version.

MESRIANIC PROPHECY. —The Messianic revelation of the Old Testament does not appear simply in particular
verbal predictions of the future glorious advent and reign of *The A nointed,” for in & very real semse the
entire Old Testament is prophetical in character, It is a record of God’s gracious manifestations of himself
to men, and of the establishment of his kingdom among men. Through every part of it there runs a broa/
stream of yearning and of promise which culminates at last in the definite prediction and expectation of th
Saviour who is to redeem his people and be their King. The development of this definite expectation is

however, gradual, and a greater distinctness and scope

must not be attributed to it during any given epoc

of Jewish history than had then been actually attained, The chief elements in the popular conception of
the Messiah in Isaiah’s time were that he was to be a descendant of David, and that he was to be an ideul
king by whom the throne and kingdom of David were to be established forever. Isaiah, however, brought
to his nation a higher and clearer vision of the future salvation of the people than had previously been
given in prophetic utterances. But prophecy is ever “a seeing at a distance’ ; and a prophet, althoug
speaking as the mouthpiece of God, may not himself fully comprehend the significance of the predictions
which he makes. To have known Christ, as it is our privilege te know him since he has actually appeard
and redeemed men, must of necessity give to the prophetical predictions of the Messiah found in the Oll

Testament, and especially to the wonderful predict

profound and a fuller meaning than these had for th

tion given in our lesson passage, an infinitely mor
e generation for whom they were first uttered.

Verse 1. But—With this transitional word
the prophet passes from the dark picture of the
gloom and distress of those who are led away
into captivity to the brighter one of that new
dawn which portends the glorious consumma-
tion of the Messianic era,

No gloom to her that was in anguish—
That is, it shall not always continue to be dark
where now darkness and distress reign.

The land of Zebulun—This was the div
trict assigned to the tribe of Zebulun, north and
northeast of Mount Carmel and later compris
ing the central western part or portion ef Gali
lee. It was bounded for a short distance on te
west by the Mediterranean Seq.

Land of Naphtali—The territory assigil
to the tribe of Naphtali was east and northesst
of Zebulun, and later comprised corresponding
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portions of Galilee. Both Zebulun and Naph-
tali were entirely west of the Jordan,

Galilee of the nations—The Hebrew
word Gellil means circnit or district, and from
it the name Galilee s derived, Ounly the ex-
treme northern part of what later became the
well-known province of “Galilee” mentioned jn
the New Testament Seems to have been in-
cluded under the hame in Old Testament
times, This remote northern province was the
first to be depopulated by the Assyrian con-
queror 'I‘iglulh-pih-m-r (2 Kings 15 29)., Hence,
the expression “Galilee of the nations" signi-
fies Galilee which bhas long been under the
dominion of foreign nations, To this district
50 long oppressed deliverance shall come first,

2. The People—The prophet’s vision now
broadens to include all Israel,

Have seen—Transported into the distant
future, the prophet speaks of things yet to come
as if they had already transpired,

A great lght—The presence of Christ him-
self constitutes this light,

The land of the shadow of death—So
called because of the apostasy of its inhabitants
from Jehovah,

3. Thou hast increased their joy—Lit-
erally, unto it thou hast increased joy. 'The
Hebrew words “lo," not, and 16, unto it, are
pronounced alike and are easily confused in
translating; hence the error in the Authorized
Version, which reads, “thou hast not increased
their joy.”

The joy in harvest—The harvest season in
different parts of the Ovient js still character-
ized by boisterous merry-making,

When they divide the spoil—The spoil
of war after a successful combat or attack,

4. The yoke of his burden—Israel's bur-
den of captivity, ]

e staff of his nhonlder—l"orm_gn op-
bression which has resteq upon Israel is con-
ceived of under the figure of a staff with which
the shoulders of the Yoke-bearing people have
been beaten, v

The rod of his oppreuor—()arrymg out
the figure stil] further, the oppressing nation is
represented as g taskmaster enfor, 'ing his com-
mands with a cruel rod, .

ou hast broken—All this oppression
‘nd humiliation anq sorrow shall cease,

n the day of Midian—Iy Judg., 7
will be found the story of Gideon’s victory over
the Midianites by which Midian’s long oppres-
sicn of Tsrael wa's put to an end.

5. Garments rolled in blood, shall be
for burnin, —Every sign  of conflict and
bloodshed shall pe removed, The thought.of
the whole verse is that war and the suffering
which it brings shall cease, and the weapons of
war shall be destroyed.

6. In this and the following two verses is
Eiven the reason for this wonderful change

SUNDAY SCHO OL BANNER 935

from darkness to light, from bondage to free.
dom, from Sorrow to joy, namely, the birth of
a Saviour and the characrer of his government,
which shall pe @ government of peace and
Jjustice ang ri‘:hu-ousnvss; and this reign of
peace and righteousness once established shal)
endure forever,

Unto us—The prophet has in mind doubt-
less the faithful remnant jp Israel, those who
have escaped the Judgment and are awaiting
the prophecy’s fulfillment, He can hardly have
fully appreciated the broader significance of the
words im-ludim( the whole world, Jews first
but also Gentiles,

A son is given—A prince of the royal house
of David, Compare Isg, 7, where the prophet
speaks of the gon of a virgin who would come
to maturity in troublous times, There the child
appeared as a sign, here jt appears as a gift of
grace,

Upon his shoulder—Qp, him as the head
of the government shal] devolve both the au-
thority and majesty, responsibility and honor,
of that government,

His name shall be called—Ip harmony
with the character of his government and of his
personal divine character,

Wonderful. connulor—The marginal
reading makes these two words to constitute g
single title, the word “Wonderfy]” becoming a
descriptive adjective,

Mighty God—The Hebrew phrase “e]
gibbor" sometimes meang strong hero, as in
Ezek, 31, 11, where it refers to Nebu«-hadnez-
zar. But in other bassages it jg applied to
Jehovah in jts literal meaning of “mighty God,”
and will admit of no other rendering, Compare
verse 21 of the next chapter, which reads, “A
femnant shall returp, even the remnant of
Jacob, unto e é/ibbar." The reference in the
yerse just preceding (Isa, 10, 20) to the “Holy
One of Israel,” who js indiuputnhly Jehovah
himself, makes the rendering “mighty God” in
this verge (10. 21) the only one possible,
this may he taken to indicate Isaiah’s usage of
the phrase, which alone Seems warranted to yg
in the verse of our lesson text,

Everlntlng !‘nther—Or. as the margina)
rendering has it, “Father of Eternity,” which

in Hebrew rhetopie means Eternal, op He ig
eternal,

Prince of Peace—The Prince to whose
kingdom is assured eternal peace,

7. No end—The essence and character of
his rule will be peace and loye undisturbed and
ever increasing,

e zeal of Jehovah of hosts will per-

become a cep.
tainty, namely, the establishment of the “house
of David” forever in the kingdom of the
Messiah, since Jehovah himself g pledged to
fulfill hig promise,
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The Lesson Exposition

Tue MessiaNic Hope

No candid reading and interpretation of the
Old Testament can fail to recognize that there
grew up and deepened in the Jewish mind the
expectation of the coming of a “Messiah,” the
Anointed One,” an ideal King who should
bring complete deliverance to the nation and
rule in righteousne That hope grew more
and more definite and intense, until at the time
directly preceding the birth of Christ there was
an immediate expectation of his appearance.
The book of Isaiah is preéminently the book of
Messianic prophecy, and the lesson is one of
the most notable of Isainh’'s descriptions of the
character and reign of the coming King. There
should be read in connection with the lesson,
as other portrayals of the Messiah by Isaiah,
the following passages: Isa. 11, 1.9 ; 1-20.,

LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD

It is probable that looking backward upon
these prophecies of Isniah we see in them mean-
ings which were not distinctly discerned by
Isaiab himself. For we have the great ad-
vantage of being able to interpret these prophe-
cies in the light of their fulfillment in the
actual coming of Christ. To the prophet were
given great intimations of Christ's coming; but
those intimations were vague, being given in
terms and figures of exalted symbolism. It is
not to be thought that ‘Isaiah saw clearly
through to the actual time and circumstances
of Christ's coming and had before him a vivid
portrait of the Son of man as he actually was.
He did not know when the Messiah would come,
For the most part he seems to have thought
that his coming was very near at hand. His
conception of the Messiah was always asso-
ciated with political ruh-mhiln a thing which in
any literal sense Christ wholly renounced when
he actually came. There was a higher sense
than the political in which Christ_claimed and
is actually exercising .kim:sluk». We interpret
Isaiah’s portrayal of the Messiah's kingly
office and character by what Christ himself de-
clared, that his kingdom was not of this world.
Nevertheless the truth and value of the
prophet’s visions of the coming King and his
kingdom are not discounted by the fact that to
his own thought those visions may have had in
them much indefiniteness and obscurity which
the ultimate events made clear. The inspired
character of the prophecies is the more striking
that they contain more than was clearly under-
stood by the prophet himself,

“A Ciiep s Born”
One thing is perfectly clear in all these
prophecies concerning the expected King and
Deliverer—he was to come through the gateway

of human birth. “Unto us a child is born.”
The passage in the seventh chapter (verse 14),
undoubtedly not Messianic in its nearer applica-
tion, but certainly Messianic in its longer and
ultimate reach of meaning, is an example of
this teaching. 'The Messiah who was to bruise
the serpent’s head was to be the “seed of the
woman.”  There was never any variation from
that couception. The coming King was to be
of the seed of David. Ile was to be a real man
in the full kindredship of the flesh. However
exalted the titles applied to him, however divine
the attributes ascribed to him, he was to come
to the help of the world as a little child. And
when he came at last he was first recognized
and worshiped while he was yet a babe in his
mother's care. 8o the shepherds and the wise
men worshiped him, so the aged Simeon in the
temple received him and prophesied concerning
him (Luke 2, 25 It is a most remarkabl
thing that none of the prophets in their mos:
glowing characterizations of the Messiah ever
disconnected him from humanity. Not an angel.
not God coming into the world in some celes-
tial form of manifestation, but God becoming
flesh and dwelling among men—so the prophets
always conceived the Messiah. And it was that
character that Jesus most cons antly empla-
sized, for he habitually called hivself “the Sou
of man," the child and represeitative of lu-
manity.

“IMMANUEL"
But while the prophets never failed to rep-
resent the Messiah as coming into the world by
the gate of human birth, and as being truly
human, they never failed, on the other hand. to
apply to him such titles and ascribe to him such
character and attributes as can only belong to
the divine. As they saw him he was a man,
but he was more than a man. It is not neces
sary for us to suppose that Isaiah or any of
the prophets had any clear conception of the
incarnation as a theological and metaphysical
problem—they probably never considered that
problem. But the coming Christ as they were
given to see him was one so great that the
dared to nrpl,\' to him terms which were incon
sistent with the view that he was no more than
a man. Here again there may have been i
their conception something of glorious vague
ness, meanings that went beyond their unde-
standing. But the meaning was in their words
whether fully discerned by them or not:
when Christ came the words of the prophets
were seen to testify to his divinity as certainly
as to his humanity.

AN AcE or Joy

The first general effect of the coming of the
Messiah as the prophet describes it was the
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awakening of great joy. It would be jike the
breaking of , great light upon lom:-prm'uilim.'
darkness, Verge 3 of the lesson is admitted to
be a wrong translation, The expression,
increased the Joy,” is inconsistent with the

ye shall be free indeed.” But the prophet’s neager
view of Christ as a political liherator wis try
though incomplete, Jesus has heey the political
“not emancipator of the world.  Under the influence

pas-  of hig gospel human slavery, from being uni-
sage as a whole, It hag been suggested that the versal, has beepn driven from the world, Only

verse should read, “Thou hast multiplied the under the influence of hig Bospel have mepe
exultation ; thoy hast increased the joy.” (er- subjects  bocome citizens, anq
tainly that jg in harmony witl what follows :

“They joy before thee g ording

governmental
tyranny has given place to civil liberty The
to the joy in prisons of the world have beep transformed, and
harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the wretchedness  eyep of those justly im-
the spoil,” This whole lesson throhs with the prisoned hias been vastly m ited.  And not
spirit of exultant joy, The coming of the Mes. only has the influence of Christ’s Bospel brought
siah ag foreseen by the prophets, was to bring  about civil liberty go largely, hut it has been
to the world pew and enduring gladness. Ang working the industrial anq social emancipation
such wag the spirit in whicl his actual coming  of (}e World, Ang this work of liberation s
Was announced, e angel said to (e shep-  pow rapidly going on under oup eves.  Nothing
herds on the night of Christ’s birth, “Behold, 1 is more certain than that (‘hrisliuni(y will at
bring you good tidivmzs of great Joy." And  agt prevail in the w 'Id; and when it prevails
when Jesus began his teaching and )i minis- — there will e no opp ion a ywhere—in civil
ry it was g nllinixlry of joy and hope.  And rights denied, in social ostracism Imposed, in
when the new life which he introduced into the industrial wrongs committed by the strong upon
world began {0 expre S itself its leading note the wegk,
was joy, ('hrxstiuuil, Is a religion of triumph
and hnpo_nnd exultant gladness, Wherever it
has gone it has awakened songs and caused the
hearts of men to beat with new hope,

CurisT rug PEACEMAKER

Another aspect of the Messiah's character as
seen by the prophet was that of peacemaker—
o . : “The Prince” of Peace.” Read Isg, 2.4 To
Crrist 1ig LineraTor the realization of that end the world is steadily
A second feature of the Messiah as Isaiah going forward, Even while the most appalling
foresaw was his office of liberator : “For thou agencies for war are being made the world's
hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the sentiment against war is vonstantly strength-
staff of hig shonlllor, and the rod of his op- ening, The recent termination of the war be-
pressor, as in the day of Midian” (verge 4).  tween Japan and Russia was due to the pres-
Again reference is made immmlinn-l.\' to political sure of the Christian sentiment of the world,
Oppression and deliverance from nationa] servi- Byt for that moral sentiment which made itself
tude ; but agnin also the longer reach of proph- felt at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in the
¢y and its higher meaning refer to spiritual conferences of the envoys, it is not conceivahle
liberation, Tha¢ feature of his mission js yet that peace would haye been concluded, The
more strongly referraq to in Isa. 61, 1, which principles of Christianity, so far as they fing
Jdesus in his sermon at the synagogue af Nazareth recognition among nations, remove the cauge of
(Luke 4, 18-21) i war: and the spirit of Christianity iy producing
ing fulfillment in himself ; and ip distinet refer- a patience and » self-sacrifice in rulers which
ence to spiritual emancipation he said to the even when wrong has been committed prevents

Jews, “If the Son, therefore, shal) make you free, a hasty resort to the sword.

THE LESSON PRAYER

We thank thee, our Father, for the testimonies of the scriptures
concerning thy Son; and we thank thee that in him all scriptures were
fulfilled. Byt we are grateful beyond this that to us has been given a
knowledge of Christ greater than all that was revealed to the prophets,
We thank thee for the record of his life which is given us in the gos-
pels; for the Holy Spirit—whom he sent to teach the world concerning
himself; for the revelation of his gospel in its influence in the world ;

ce and saving power, Now do we
believe, not because of the testimony of the prophets, but because we

know him and the power of his resurrection. Amen,
el




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

[Dec. 24

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

|

The *“character of the Messiah” is the su-
preme character among men,

A man's credentials is his character,

Jesus is not a Saviour because he is so
called ; he is so called because he is a Saviour.

It is not a man's name, but his nature, that
makes him known.

“A good name is rather to be chosen than
great riches,” because a good name is the
greatest wealth,

Outward symbols are of use only when they
show inward realities.

11

It is the doing of duty that dissipates “the
dimness.”

It cannot be that God has made man for
death and defeat,

The idea of Providence is an iridescent dream
if God cannot make “all things work together
for good.”

It is well enough for us to remember that
God has created the conditions of creation as
well as creation,

111

God has “multiplied the nation” in many
ways,

“Godliness is profitable unto all thine.

God has “multiplied the nation” mate ially.

“It is the Lord that giveth thee power to get
wealth” is as true of nations as it is of men.

The garners of the fields are full of God's
gifts,

The fruits of man's toil are the gifts of
God's hands,

A nation multiplies most when it subtracts
its sins,

v

God multiplies the material resources of a
nation.

Man cannot make matter, but he can meet
God's method for the multiplication of matter.

Sparse sowing makes scaicg reaping,

“To withhold more than is meet tendeth to
poverty.”

“There is that scattereth, yet increaseth,”

I must serve with my strength or be shorn of
my strength, v

God multiplies the mental resources of a
nation,

The treasury of truth is much greater in the
twentieth century than it was in the first,

Mentality on the part of the multitudes is
more marked to-day than in any other period
of mankind’s history,

God is sifting out the mental chaff and sow-
ing wide the wheat of truth,

The mind of this age is busy with sifting the
mind of the ages.

There will be more gold and less dross to-
morrow than there was yesterday.

Truth is the asbestos which no fire can con-
sume.

Much of to-day's commotion is God's win-
nowing wind to drive away chaff.

VI

Heresy-hunter, hold thy peace, for it is still
true that “God sitteth in the shadow keeping
watch above his own,”

“The government shall be upon_ his shoulder”
is in plain process of fulfillment in the politics
of the hour,

More and more the demand of the people is
spreading in their requirement that misgovern-
ment shu‘ll give place to good government.

The righteous rule of the conquering King
is coming on apacd

The very air is reverberant with the renais-
sance of righteousness,

The Messiah’s kingdom is slowly but surely
girdling all kingdoms,

The kingdom of this world shall become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of his anointed—
Messiah,

e,

The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES

Nevertheless is a great word, Many times
in the Bible it stretches over some torrent of
thought like a bridge spanning a river. No
chastening for the present seemeth joyous, but
grievous ; nevertheless afterward it vieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness. I am cruci-
fied, nevertheless I live, In Isaiah’s vision over
what a chasm this word reaches! From ca-
lamity and darkness to peace and light. There
is sorrow, confusion, oppression, war: never-
theless, there shall be joy, restitution, order,
quietness, because the Light of the world has

come, It is hard to understand the prophet
until he speaks of Jesus; then we know the
force of that great word “nevertheless.” Life,
providence, sorrow, death, the past, present,
future, are “dimness,” wrapped in mystery,
until we who walk in the darkness see a great
light in his face; the shadow of death is over
all until eternal life in Jesus Christ shines
upon us. His name, his character, himself, is
the Nevertheless bridging the chasm between
lost humanity and the God of loving kindness
and merey,
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“We would see Jesus, the great Rock Founda-

ion
Whereon our feet are get with sov'reign
grace,
Not life nor death with all their agitation
Jan thence remoye us if we see his face,”

Who is he? ILet us seek him in hig Word
that we may find him in our hearts, Nineteen
hundred years ago he s born in Bethlehem, a
human child, our Lrothe in sympathy with us
in every experience of life, But our apprehen-
sion of him is very unworthy Lis exalted char-
acter if we think of him only as 4 perfect
human jdeal, Our thought has » limited
horizon if we gee him first in the light of the
star of Bethlehem, e was in the beginning
with God; he was God; he is the Cy ator of
all things ; &ithout him was not anything made
that is wmade, e came from heaven o talk
with Abrahain at his tent door. Fe was the
Angel who redeemed Jacol from all evil, p1e
spoke to Moses from the burning bush, e
was Jehovah, the | Am, the revelation of God
#s he is. He was the Angel who went before
the people in the wilderness, whoge presence
rested the perplexod and hurdened hegp of
Moses. It was he who bid Moses in the cleft
of the rock and caused ail his goodness to pass
before him; the Jehovah-Jesus to whom we
pray,

“Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee,”

It was he who proclaimed himself the Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, lmm-sulf(-rim:
and abundant in £Zoodness and truth, keeping
y for thousands, forgiving iniquity, trans-
‘8lon, and sin, and by no means clearing the
guilty. He could not forgive sin and at the
same time clear the guilty without Calvary ;
and so I read our Golden Text between the lines
of that revelation to Moses, “Thou shalt call
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his name Jegys: for he shall save his people
from their gjpg.” I clasp the warm human
hand of Jesus and feel tie strong, vibrant thrij
of the power of Jehovah.” Hig name is Won-
derful, I'he prophet does not say these names
should be given him, but that these names rep-
resent what he really is, as we say we call a
person kind op 80od because he i kind and
good, He iy Wonderfy ; the angels are peering
into the mystery of his life and death. He jg
our Counselor; in him are hid a) the treasures
of wisdom anq knowledge, His sheep, hig
stupid sheep, know his voice ang follow him,
He is the Mighty God; even the winds and the
sea obey him, e plants his footsteps in the
and rides upon the storm. He is the
verlasting Father; his goings forth are from
eternity,

“I'rom eve

To endles

sting thou art God,

Years the same,”

He is the Prince of Peace, Being Jjustified by
faith in him, we have beace with God, Peace
I give unto You; let not your heart pe troubled,
neither let it pe afraid, He gives peace among
the warring nations; peace in the troubled
heart,

“Peace, perfeet peace, the future gj) unknown,

Jesus we know, and he is on the throne,”

The highest names fade as time goes on; the
name and the character of Jesus attract the
world’s thought more and more each century,
Of the increase of his government there shal]
be no end. It jg pity for all who are slow of
heart to see and believe what he is doing among
the nations now, His reign and his power are
Spirity “No laws nor wars nor arts effect
the changes in human thought or practice while
the silent, unseen force of the Spirit of Jesus
is working throughout the earth.”  To him
every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess
that he is Lord, to the glory of ‘God the Father,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. Verse 2,
Hope, like a glimmering taper's light
Adorns and cheers the way ;
And still, as darkep Zrows the night,
Emits a brighter ray.—=Goldsmith,

2. Verse 3. Some people think black is the
color of heaven, and that, the more they can
make their faces look like midnight, the more
evidence they have of grace, But God, who
made the sun and the flowers, never sent me to
Proclaim to you such a lie as that. Wae are told
to “rejoice in the Lord ulwnv«."—l)crvher.

3. Rejoice with a rejo! ing universe, Re-

joice with the morning stars, and Jet your
adoring spirit march to the music of hymning

spheres, Rejoice with the Jjocund spring in its
gush of hope anq its dancing glory, with its
swinging inseet-clouds and jts suffusion of
multitudinous song; and rejoice with golden
Autumn, as he rustles his grateful sheaves, and
clasps his purple hands, as he breathes hig story
of fruition, his anthem of promises fulﬁlled: as
he breathes it softly in the morning stillness of
ripened fields, op flings it in Molian sSweeps
from lavish orchards and from branches tossing
bounty into mellow winds.—Dy, J, Hamilton,

4. Verse 4.
Ie is the freeman whom the truth makes free,

And all are slaves beside, There’s Jnot a chain
That hellish foes confederate for his harm
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Can wind around him but he casts it off
With as much ease as Samson his green withes.
—Cowper.
5. Verse 6.

A peace is of the nature of a conquest;
For then both parties nobly are subdued,
And neither party losers.—Shakespeare.

6. No peace was ever won from fate by sub-
terfuge or agreement. No peace is ever in
store for any of us, but that which we shall
win by victory over shame or sin—victory over
the sin that oppresses, as well as over that
which corrupts.—Ruskin.

7.
Were half the power that fills the world with
terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camp and
courts,

Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need of arsenals and forts,

The warrior's name would be a name abhorred!
And every nation that should lift again

Its hand against its brother, on its forehead
Would wear for evermore the curse of Cain!

Down the dark future, through long genera-
tions,

The echoing sounds grow fainter, and then
cease ;

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations,

I hear once more the voice of Christ say
“Peace !"

Peace! and no longer from its brazen portals
The lk)[ast of war's great organ shakes the
skies,

1. A World in Darkness. This is the apt and
terrible emblem by which the condition of the
people who lived before Christ was born is de-
lineated. They were in the darkness of igno-
rance ; the simplest elements of religion, such as
a child easily masters to-day—the character of
God, the privilege of prayer, the immortality of
the soul, the deceitfulness of sin, the duty of
loving and helping other people—were wholly
out of their reach. They were buried in super-
stition; they followed omens, were guided by
sorcery and witcheraft, were priest-ridden, and
haunted by countless terrors, beliefs in ghosts,
and in all manner of imaginary beings. Death
and the grave were to them insoluble problems ;
they saw no light in the dark valley, no certain
hope beyond the tomb, As to morals and con-
duct the ancient nations were immersed in a
darkness so degrading, so dreadful,

and so

Lesson Side-Lights

[Dec. 2

Buthbeautit‘ul as songs of the immortals,
The holy melodies of love arise!
—Longfellow.

8. Verse 7. See what vitality the gospel
has! Plunge Ler under the wave, and she rises
the purer from her washing; thrust her in the
fire, and she comes out the more bright for her
burning; cut her in sunder, and each piece shall
make another church; behead her, and, like the
hydra of old, she shall have a hundred heads
for every one you cut away. She cannot die,
she must live; for she has the power of God
within her.—Spurgeon.

9. The heart may often be cheered by ob-
serving the operations of an ever-present intelli-
gence, and we may feel we are leaning on Ilis
bosom while living in a world clothed in beauty
and robed with the glorious perfection of its
Maker and Preserver. We must feel that there
is a Governor among the nations who will bring
all plans with respect to our human family to
a glorious consummation, He who stays his
mind on his ever-present, ever-energetic God
will not fret himself because of evildoers. He
that believeth shall not make haste.—David
Livingstone,

0. The world was full of war, and Ile
preached peace. The world was full of pride,
and he was humble. The world was false, and
he by every word and action said, “Be true.”
The world,, looking at Christ, said, “We never
can be that;” but more and more the world has
become that. Christ first touching it by his
love has little by little drawn it on into his
character; and peace, humility, and truth are
no longer vague dreams, but recognized ambi-
tions, earnest hopes, here and there real at-
tainments, among men.—Phillips Brooks.

and Illustrations

wretched that it is literally not susceptible of
description. The very names of certain vices
to which vast multitudes were addicted in an-
cient heathen society are now obsolete. Devo-
tees of these iniquities, instead of being
ashamed, gloried in their debasement. The pic-
ture of the old world, as it existed before the
Christian era began, and as it is drawn by the
dramatists and poets of Rome, is so vile and
appalling that it is untranslatable and un-
readable in our time and tongue. Matthew
Arnold has put into a few strenuous lines his
conception of the debasement and savagery
which once spread a pall of darkness over the
earth :

“On that hard pagan world disgust
And secret loathing fell;
Deep weariness and sated lust
ade human life a hell.
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“Stout was itg arm ; each the
Seemed Puissant and alive,

But, ah! its heart, its heart wag stone,
And s0 it could uot thrive,”

2. A Great Light. This 1
terizes the gospel and Hip,
bodiment, the Light of the Vo, Id,
rising of the sun
vapors, the midnight darkness,
the stormelouds, sq th
into that ancient w
intellect, quickenin,
imagination and Peopling it wigy
ideals, and iul'uinhing not only new
but new motives for
home, literally re-creati
stamp of value oy
Womanhogd ; to ejvie
the quality and brotherhood
ing the ger i

W and bone

orld brought light

childhood,

18 of civil liberty in
the disciples to the worshiper
as the Father, opening up 3
speaking peace to the guilty cop
ing remorse and desp,
he could pe renewed,

1. To-morrow wil 1e

advar

my King and Baviour, anq if I hav
2. As an expression of my grat
done for me, I will, by some gift or
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» rehabilitated, made over

again into a pew creature, and thus fashioned
after the Magter himself; and to the dying,
bringing life and immurlulity to view, and tel)-
ing those whe through death had been al) their
lifetime subject to bondage, how they might
conquer their feypg and meet death without
flinching op question,
“His name shall be
To all lovers of musie
bring to ming the
Messiah, by Handel

called Wonderful,”
this expression should
watchless Oratorio of the
» in which the words oceur
in a strain of trivmphal welody which, once
heard, c¢apn uever be forgotten, Possibly in
some of the schools where this lesson is studied
it will pe bossible to haye
marvelous composition
make an impression never to be effaced, ¥
o Hig Government and Peace Ilu'rl‘aa:vlm
I'he growth of the principle of arbitration, the
nmnbhxlm_wn| of peace societies, and the exten-
slon of fraterpg] intercourse lwl\\'m;u nations
I our time gre illustrations of the fulfillment,
under our owy ey nd in the twentieth cep-
of the prop in this passage, “Of the

increase of his government and peace  thepe
shall be no eng.™

The Schoof of Practice

Chrlsun'w, the day which commemoy
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'Y 10 do 50 at this Christmas time,
128 which have come

o me through what Christ has
service I can render, seck to make this Ok
person or family for whom it might

otherwise be without cheer,

iristmas a bappy one for 80me

The Lesson Digest and Teacher's Guide

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from
clusive. Kach pupil, if possible.

plied with a copy of the Berean Leat.)
Preparing the Lesson,

Ilustrative Material : In ghe Intermediate
Quarterly, Page 108, is & picture of the young
babe and his mother, In the Senior Quarterly,
page 252, is a beautiful picture Ly Alfred Freder.
icks, of the infant, Saviour; and a pretty view of
Bethlehem, his birthplace, is to be found on page
251 of the same issue,

Varrative Outline.  (For the teacher,
guage and detaj) should be adapted ¢
pupils,)

This lesson passage pres
figurative prophecy, which,
be treated for Junior pupils as g narrative,
Precisely what the narrative is, however, can
only be gotten from the Reviged Vi
one of our lessons fo,
S0 many changes that
Sense as in the present,

Lan-
0 the

ents to us a highly
however, can only

ersion ; in
T vears have there been
80 greatly altered the

We win follow Dr,

nine to twelye years, in-
. should be sup-

Wells's outline; 1, A Great Light (verses 1,
2; % A G eat Joy (verse 3); 8. A Great
Rest (verse 4); 4, A Great Pegce (verse 5) ;
5. A Great Child (verse G); 8. A Great King
(verse 7).,

The first two verses are closely united, but
after them (hep- is a division fopr each verse,
The pivot around which the whole lesson turns
is the fifth division, vepge G: for The Great
Child grows to be The Great King, and brings
Light, Joy, Rest, and Peace,

1. The prophet lived in troubled
days” he would say,
are not nearly sq bad

days—*dark
Fogs and mists in the ajp

as fogs and mists in the
minds of men, The f “ezing winds of the arctie
zone are not nearly so cold gy the coldnsss of
cruel heapts, God's people had been iy “an-
guish,” in pain of body and mind, because cruel
soldiers had killed their young men and taken
captive thejy women anqd children, Byt the
prophet seeg that all this misery is now coming
0 an end. God hag told him that in the future
“There shal be wo gloom,” Why not? The
prophet does not tell us why not, but goes on to
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mention some parts of the land where trouble
had been greatest, and says that in those places
(where Jesus afterward lived) shall be glory ;
the hopeless people who live “in the land of the
shadow of death” shall find light and hope and
cheer all about them. How?

2. Observe that the not of the Authorized
Version (verse 3) is an error. God has in-
creased the joy of the nation, The prophet hav-
ing described the LiGHT now describes the Joy,
He had more than once seen victorious soldiers
shouting and hurrahing ; he had heard farmers
laughing and singing when they brought in
their harvest. As God now opens his eyes to
see the future, the whole nation is singing and
rejoicing like happy farmers and soldiers.

8. The prophet lived near the farmers. Often
he had seen oxen harnessed to plows, wearing
very heavy yokes, and forced to pull heavy bur-
dens; if they stood still for a minute a man
with a sharp stick or rod poked them on. He
now foresaw that the joyful people of God
should have REsT also from their enemies and
from sin; there should be no more yoke and no
more rod,

4. The prophet had been to the war. He had
seen soldiers with uniform and armor, and, far
worse, with blood on their garments, Now God
shows him that in the good time coming there
will be no need for soldiers, because God will
give his people PeAcE, and the weapons of war
shall be burned, g

5. But what is to bring all this LIGHT, JOY,
PEACE, and REST to the people of God? The
coming of their Saviour. How is he to come?
As a little child. That brings us to Christmas
time and the Christmas story. How many
names or titles are given to Christ? Study
them yourself, and then explain the meaning of
each,

6. This child is to be the King of all king-
doms. There shall be no end to the increase
of his reign. The last sentence of the lesson
passage is of prime importance. The ultimate
triumph of Christ does not depend upon human,
but upon divine means.
Nuggested Generalization.

statement to pupils.)

The outline above should be developed as pie-
torially as possible, and in the order in which
it appears in the lesson text. Then show that
verse 6 is the gist of it all. This is the daz of
all days to em_[phnsizp the beauty and truth of
verses 6 and 7. Tell the story of Bethlehem,
or draw it from the memories of your scholars.
Memorr Verse (Golden Text) : “Thou shalt

call hic name Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins” (Matt, 1. 21).

(Adapt form of

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive,

Each pupil, if possibie, should be

[ Dec. 24

supplied with a copy of the Senmior Quar-
terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson
Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson.

Illustrative Material: See suggestions in the
Junior Grade,

Constructing the Lesson.

Take the Outline already suggested. The
Great Light, bringing with it the Great Joy; a
Joy which is to be deepened by an experience
of Rest into Peace. And all these—Light, Joy,
Rest, and Peace—are the consequences of the
coming of the Great Child, whose right it is
to reign.

Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline :

Draw from the class the facts of experience
and history which prove the truth of this
prophecy. Only partially yet has the life of
modern times been illuminated by the Light of
the coming of Christ; but how great has been
the transformation which has resulted from

HE SHALL SAVE

even this partial illumination ! Contrast the
light of Christendom with the darkness of
heathendom, The joy of Christmas time is only
one phase of Christian Jjoy—the joy that comes
to every soul with the coming of Jesus, There
probably has never been an experience meeting
of Christians without allusions to the rest and
peace which come from communion with God.
No one except Jesus Christ could entirely
fulfill this prediction. No one but he could
merit such descriptive titles, Angels offered

their testimony by quotations from these words
at the time when our Lord was born. The New
Testament passes this prophecy into history.

The Senior Grade
[For pupils above the age of seventeen. . Each
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterl{.]
The details of this prophetic description
should be studied in the Senior more than in the
younger grades.
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Observe that 1. Christ’s king

dom wag long
expected and predicted,

“Prophets and kings desir:

ed it long
But died without the

sight,”

But it was foreseen clearly, by eyes illumined
by the Spirit of God. 2. God's kingdom enjoys
steady and perpetual growth, We talk of the
Dark Ages which came in gospel times, but in
spite of al] apparent backsets century by c¢en-
tury the growth of Christianity in this world
has been steady, Sometimes jt has for a while
increased more in depth and in height than in

L. What is the GoLpey Texry
great light in a dark land, 3, Who s born to be
rule?  With justice and Judgment,
The everlasting Father, The Prince o Tvace,

68 Whatis the Lord's Supper? The Lord's 8u
and wine according to Christ's g pointment, Hig q
faith, made partakers of Hig
in grace.

pper
Y and blood with g

GOLDEN TEXT, Thou cro

Home Readin,
[Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association)
M. The Character of the Messiah, Isa, 9, 1.7,
7'w. Daniel and Belshazzar, Dan, 5, 17-30.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 297,
few more years shall roll,
A fow more seasons come,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 34
ehovah’s
praise to him belongs,

Questions for Se

Slmf to the great, J.
All

Lessons I and 11 present scenes from the life
of Daniel. Which scenes?  What principally
does the name “Daniel” stand for in your
mind?  What traits of Daniel’s character are
worthy of emulation ?

With Lessons 111, Returning from Captivity,
beging a new epoch of Jewish history. How
many centuries intervened between thig event
and the coming of Christ? Who was Ezra?
What did he undertake and what diq he accom-
plish? By what Persian king was the famous
ediet permitting the return of the Jews to their
native land issued? In what year?

Lesson 1V records the beginning of Rebuild-
ing the Temple. With what mixture of feelings
Was the work undertaken? Under whose lead-
ership was the work carried on?
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vur Kingy
5. By what names is he

eath is shown forth; and those
His benefits, to their spiritual nourishment an
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breadth, Sometimes it grew visibly ;
times its incregse
advancement of (
of men hag been s
conquest

at other
Was not so evident, But the
‘hrist’s laws over the hearts
teady—not, indeed, by visible
nor by arbj ¥ overthrow of the
Powers of evil, not even by human might, but
by the Spirit of God, “the gea] of the Lord of
hosts,” g, Christ’s kingdom brings order and
peace into thig world; peace between nations,
social peace between man and man, divine
Peace, reconciliation with God, spiritual peace
in the hearts of men, 4q, Christ's kingdom ig
eternal,

The Responsive Review

“Thou shalt call,”

ete. 2, To what is the gospel compared ?
The Lovd Jesus Christ,

called ?

To a
4. How does Chrisg
li'umlrl"[ul, Counselor, The Mighty Geq,

The Church Catechism

is & sacrament Wwherein, by ilving and receiving bread
Who receive worthl(l{ are, b
i grow

LESSON Xx1v. Fourth Quarterly Review
wnest the year with thy goodness, Psa. 65. 11,

W. Daniel in the Lions’ Den, Dan, 6. 10-23,

Th. turning from Ca tivity, Rara 1, 1.1],
F.  Power through God's Spirit. Zech, 4, 1'10,
8. Nehemiah’s Prayer. Neh, 1, 1.11,

8. Reading and Obeying the Law, Neh. 8. 8-18.

The Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 342,
Conducted by thy hand
Safe through another year,

3.
praise !

nior Scholars

In Lesson V, Power through God's Spirit,
we learn about g

word of encouragement to
Zerubbabel, By

whom was the message sent ?
In what form of revelation did it come to the
prophet? What was the message? Does the
sime message come to the Christian disciple
of to-day?

Lesson VI, Bsther Pleading for Her People,
takes us back in thought to the scattered Js-
raelites still in exile.  Where do the prineipal
events of the story take place? Wheo are the
principal actors? What does the example of
Esther teach ug?

Lesson VII, E:ra’s Journey to
records the returp
Jewish exiles to
in the company ?

Jerusalem,
of a second company of
Jerusalem, How many were

How did they provide for
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protection on the way? What did they carry
with them? How did those who remained be-
hind assist in the enterprise ?

In Lesson VIII we udied Nehcmiah's
Prayer. For whom did he pray? What were
his surroundings? What was his official posi-
tion? Did he do more than pray? What?
Compare Nehemiah with Ezra as to time, office,
work, and character,

Lesson IX was the World's Temperance Les-
son.  What was its title? From what part of
the Bible was the lesson passage taken? What
was the setting of the lesson passage? What
its principal teaching? Give five good reasons
why a Christian should abstain wholly from
the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage,

In Lesson X we resume the story of Nehe-
miah, What great work did he accomplish ¥

[Dec. 31

What elements from without contributed to his
success? What guarantee of success was there
in the make-np of his character?

Lesson XI, Reading and Obeying the Law.
The walls of Jerusalem were at last completed,
and the attention of the leaders of the people
was again turned wholly to measures of national
and religious reform. Where was the “Book of
the Law"” read? By whom? With what effect?
What long-neglected national feast was again
celebrated ?

Lessons XII' and XTII deal with Messianic
prophecy. What do you understand by that
term? Locate Malachi in the list of the Old
Testament prophets as te time. What is the
principal import of his message? What picture
of the Messiah and his advent does Isa. 9, 1-7
unfold? Were all the Messianic prophecies of
the Old Testament fulfilled in Jesng?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

Lesson L.—Danicl and Belshazzar. Dan. 5.
17-30.—Of what three great sins was Belshaz-
zav guilty?  What do the words mean which
were written on the wall? Did Daniel care for
the honors which the king put upon him? Hew
long after the king saw the writing did he live?

Lesson IL.—Daniel in the Lions' Den. Dan.
6. 10-23.—What was the decree which King
Darius signed? How often did Daniel pray
every day? Who saw Daniel in the act of
praying? Did the king really want Daniel
harmed? How was Daniel saved from death?

Lesson ILL.—Returning from Captivity. Ezra
1. 1-11.—Who was the king of Babylon who
gave the Jews permission to return to their own
country? How long had they been in captivity ?
What help did the king order the people to
give to the returning exiles? Who was the
leader of the Jews when they returned to
Jerusalem ?

Lesson IV.—Rebhuilding the Temple, Wara
4. 10 to 4. 5.—With what ceremonies was the
building begun? What were the feelings of the
people when they saw the temple begun? Who
tried to hinder them in their work? What offer
did these enemies make to the Jews? What
very plain answer did Zerubbabel give?

Lesson  V.—Power through God's Spirit.
Zech. 4. 1-10.—What very precious truth was
brought to Zerubbabel in this figure of the
candlestick and olive trees? By whose power
had he gone on thus far? In what way can this
effort of the Jews bhe spoken of as the day of
small things? 1

Lesson VI.—Esther Pleading for Her People.
Esth. 4, 10 to 5. 3.—Who had laid a plot for
putting all the Jews to death? Who had told
Esther about it? What very high position did
she hold in the kingdlom? What did she tell the

Jews to do? What mission did she undertake?
What was the result of Esther's heroism *

Lesson VIL.—Ezra's Journey to Jevusalem.
Ezra 8. 21-32.—Who had offered Ezra help and
protection on his Jjourney ? Why did he not
accept the offer? Had the Jews much treasure
with them? Why were these treasures called
holy? What lesson of faith is taught in this
part of Ezra'’s history?

Lesson VIIL—Nehemiah's Prager.  Neh. 1.
1-11.—What position did Nehemiah hold at the
court of Artaxerxes? Who told Nehemiah of
the condition of the people and the city of Jeru-
salem? What shows that Nehemiah was a true
patriot? In what way did Nehemiah act the
part of a true priest of his people? What con-
fession did he make of the sins of the people?

Lesson IX.—World's Temperance Sunday.
Lbstinence for the Sake of Others. 1 Cor. 10,
3.—In what way did Paul mean that it
would be right for him to do anything which
would not harm him? Whose welfare must the
Christian think of besides his own? What was
Paul's rule of conduct in the church and out of
it? What great harm is done when a man
otherwise respectable has the habit of drinking
even moderately ?

Lesson X.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of
Jerusalem.  Neh. 4. 7-20.—Who were lotting
against the Jews when they were buil ing the
walls of Jerusalem? What reasons had they
for interfering? To whom did Nehemiah appeal
for help? What means were taken to be read,
at all times for an attack from their enemijes”
Upon what did Nehemiah depend more than
upon all his pre’gamtinnu?

Lesson X1.—Reading and Ohogiun the Law.
Neh. 8. 818, —What great work had Neheminh
Just finished? What other great leader of the
Jews was with Nehemiah at this time? Did
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the people know much about what was in the
law of Moses? At what time of the year was
this great meeting of the Jews held? What
two things were celebrated by this feast?
Lesson Xll.ul'n'paruliau for the Messiah,
Mal. 8. 1 —About what time did the prophet
Malachi live? What is called here “the messen-
ger of the covenant”? What kind of an offer-
ing is acceptable to the Lord? [ys jt possible
for a man to rob (od now?  What did God
promise to the Jews if they would make the
broper offering (o him % What are some of the

The Iesson

L. “The face of the Lord is against them that
do evil” is a large way of saying that the facts
are againg! the sinner, the truth is against the
transgressor; Pharaoh’s chariot wheels “drave
heavily” because they drave against God. No
goals of good are found in ways that lead from
Yo,

II. “The angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that fear him, and delivereth them.”
That is as true to-day as it was in the days of
Daniel. No man is ever neglected while his
soul is perfectly cared for. All lions are little
things when pitted against “the Lion of the
tribe of Judah.”

IIE There never was a people who could not
truthfully say, *The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.,” It wil
comfort us to know that the God of the greatest
things is also the (God of the least things of our
lives. The Lord is always the doer of the
greatest deeds,

IV, “The temple of God is holy, which temple
ye are”  Only holy temples are eternal temples.
I must keep clean the path where the King's
feet go. Cleanliness is indispensable to kingli-
ness, God employs many workmen in the build-
ing of this life-temple, Wind, and storm, and
rain ; fire, chisel, hammer—God directs all these
forces to fashion the temple to symmetry,
beauty, and strength,

V. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord."” The silent forces of
life and of the world are the supreme forces,
Silently and unhurrying the holy hands of
God would build thy life-temple to blessedness
and to beauty, The test of every temple is not
in the noise of the builders, but in the nature
of the building.

VI. “The Lord preserveth all them that love
him”  Love is the link in the chain of life
which no foe's sword can sever, Amid the

chief of perils God is the chief protector. Life
:l}w'nyn looks largest when viewed in the light
of love,

VIL. “The hand of our God is upon all them
Every time God

for good that seek him."
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tithes and offerings which the Lord requires of
his people now?

Lesson XIIL—The Character of the Messiah,
Isa. 9, 1-7.—What is meant by “dimness” of the
Jews when Isaiah lived? What part of the
twelve tribes of Israel is meant by Zebulun and
Naphtali? Where did these two tribes live?
In what part of Palestine wag most of the life
of Jesus spent? In what could the land of the
Jews be understood to be the land of the shadow
of death? What are some of the titles given to
Jesus in this prophecy ?

Coin Thoughts

touches me jt js for good, if keep in touch
with God. God's angel touched the imprisoned
Peter, and with that touch the fettering chains
fell off. " God may sometimes touch me with
pain in order that he may touch me to power,

VIII. “The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” The righteous
man who is always in touch with God is like
the live wire that is always in touch with the
dynamo. Real prayer is the pivot on which
real power turns,

IX. “Let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall,” A man must have regard to
dynamie connections; power does not come
about as the rpesult of “fortuitous cireum-
stances.”  Force flows in channels like rivers.
The way of the river is the way of God's will
for the river, Trash and debris may choke the
channel and hinder the flow of power. The
strongest tree fallg when its roots let go of
the earth,

X. “Wateh and pray.” That is g three-word
summary of supreme Success. Persistent in-
telligence and intelligent persistence is the
twofold badge of personal progress,

XI. “Blessed are they that hear the word of
God, and keep it.” Getting good things is one
thing ; keeping them is another thing, The
heart is the only vessel we hold that can hold
happiness, Keeping what one ought to lose and
losing what one ought to keep is the way
to woe,

XIL “I will send my messenger, and he shall
prepare the way before me.”  Ma
processes of Providence are meaningless to the
mind of man unless they are regarded as pre-
paratory. The “approaches” o
are as important as the vanishing points,

XIIL “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for
he shall save his people from thejp sins.”
There is no Saviour but the Saviour from sin,

XIV. “Thou crownest the year with thy

d RO oy d compl without
the crown of God’s goodness upon it. We
ought not to beam, anything which we cannot
ask God to help finish,
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The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS, J,

Sometimes it is sad to walk with memory
through paths of the past. But if God goes
with us and talks of his goodness it is an
experience of pleasure and profit even though
some of the way lies in deep shadow. I re-
member a lovely walk one day last summer. It
was through a forest sometimes quite shut in
from the sun; but most of the way glints of
sunlight fell through the trees into the very
heart of the shadows. How glad the dim woods
seemed for these bits of brightness! All along
the way a little brook went singing over the
stones, while the trees and wild flowers bent
over to listen, The frost holds the brook bound
this winter day; but I know it sings on “under
clank of its icy chain.” This forest walk is
like a memory tramp through the year now
closing.  Sometimes the way has lain in
shadow. Sorrow, disappointment, trial, have
shut us in; but there have been glints of Joy
and peace more beautiful than the glare of the
open where there were no shadows. All along
the way the river of God's goodness has been
singing, coming down from the mountains of
his love and faithfulness, like the happy brook
flowing from the hills. A memory walk through
the year gone by is beautiful, whether it leads
through a forest, or fruitful harvest fields, or
even through a desert, when we walk with God.
These thoughts apply to our lesson review,
We have come through dark places of sin,
weakness, failure, Through all, the purpose of
God'’s love has shone; his goodness has flowed
beside the path of human folly, misfortune, and
disobedience. It was a fearful night in Baby-
lon when the king read his doom written on
the wall: “Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.” But there is hope in
all our shortcomings because Jesus balances for
us the scales of justice. The lions threatened
God’s servant Daniel; but through his windows
open toward Jerusalem there comes to every
tested soul the assurance that “The angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them that
fear him, and delivereth them.” Out of ecap-
tivity the Lord brought his people back to their
own land, .and the harps silent in Babylon
awoke with the song, “The Lord hath done
great things for us; whereof we are glad.”
The temple was rebuilt ; once more there was a
meeting place with God, and we learn the won-
derful truth that “The temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.” And when we falter in
henrt-temgle building, as these old-time builders
faltered through weariness or fear, we have the
reassuring word, “Not by might, nor by power,
but by my spirit, saith the Lord.” The beauti-
ful woman whose unselfish service saved her
people reminds us that “The Lord preserveth
all them that love him,” and that esus said,

H. KNOWLES

“He that loseth his life for my sake shall keep
it unto life eternal,” With Ezra, on his perilous
Jjourney to Jerusalem, we learned what is’ for-
ever true, that “The hand of our God is upon
all them for good that seek him;” and Nehe-
miah’s prayer assures us that “The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.” His wise conduct in the building of the
walls proves that the secret of success in every-
thing is to “Watch and pray.” We had a
kindly word of warning in the admonition, *Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall;” and at the open-air meeting at Jerusalem
we learned a new beatitude, “Blessed are they
that hear the word of God, and keep it.” All
through the teaching of history and prophecy
we have heard the voice of the messenger pre-
paring the way before him whose name is
J‘enuﬁ. “for he shall save his people from their
sins,

As we remember all the way that he has led
us to the close of the year and to the end of Old
Testament history, we say God's sunlight strikes
to the heart of every shadow, God’s love sings
all along the way.  “Thou crownest the year
with thy goodness,”

W R

DANTEL—— MALACAT]}

Our blackboard presents a historic survey of
the _Qunrl'('l"s lessons.  Over the flowing stream
of time, like a bridge, stretches the period from
Daniel to Malachi, The two supporting piers
are tl'u- reasonably well-ascertained dates of the
Rehug)d!nx of the ’I'c-mf)lo (Lesson IV) and the
lgehlu!dmg of the Walls of Jerusalem (Lesson
X—with ‘which Lesson XTI s closely con-

Lessons I, II, and 11T are to he
dated before the first event, and Lessons X1
and XTIII after the later one. Connecting them,

ke an arch, are four notable lesssons—
Zechariah’s prophecy (Lesson V), the salva-
tion of the exiled Jews by means of Q'm-pn
Esther (Lesson VI), Ezra’s journey to Jeru-
salem (Lesson VII , and the beginning of
Nehemiah's career (Lesson VIII). T.esson IX
must, of course, be omitted from an historic
review, or treated separately,
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Ive Title and Golden

Belshazzar,

the Lorq ig agalnst them that

e Lions' Dep,

Boys, l(nturnlng from (‘nptlvlly,

Girls, The Lord hatp done gre,

whereof we are glad,
Supt. Lesson

Boys, Rebulldlng the Temple,

Girls, The temple of God is holy,

ye are,
Supt. Lesson v,

Boys. Power through God's Spirit,

@Girls. Not by might, nor b
spirit, saith the Lora,

Supt. Lesson VI.

Boys. Esther l'leadlng for Hep People,

Girls, The Lorq
him,

Supt, Lesson VII,
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good that seek him,
Supt. Lesson VIII,
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CE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER
Text of Thy God whom thoy servest fonllnuully, he win
deliver thee,

Nchool, Then the king arose very eiarly in the

morning, anq went in hagte unto the den of lions,
And the king spake, O Daniel, servant of the
living God, Ig thy God whom thoy servest con-
tinually aple to deliver thee from the lions?
All, My God hath sent hig angel and hath shut
the lions’ mouths that they haye not hurt me,
Lesson 111, ReTukNINg FROM CapTrvIpY

Supt. Then rose up the chief of the fathers of
Judah anq llnn}umln. and the priests, ang the
Levites, with all them whoge spirit God haq raised,

to go up to build the house of the Lord which
Is in Jerusalem,

Nchool. Ana an
strengtheneq their
with gola, with
Precious things,
offered.

All, Also Cyrus the
sels of the house

they that
hands with
8oods, and with
beside an

Were about them
vessels of silyer,
benuls, and with
that wag willingly

king brought forth the ves-
of the Lorq,

Lessox 1v, RenviLoing
Supt., Anq they sang toget
praising anq glving thanks unto
he ig good, for hig mercy
Israel,
shout,

THE TeMpLp

her by course |n
the Lord ; because
endureth foreyer toward
And all the people shouted with a great
the Lorq, because the
of the Lorq was laid.
School, Now when the adversarieg of Judah ang
Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel ;
All. Then the people of the land weakened the

hands of the people of Judah, ang troubled them
in bulldlng.

Lesson v, Power mrroy
This is the word of the Lorq unto Zeruh.
babel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosfs,
Nehool, Who art thou, g
fore ’/,vlruhlmlu-l thou shalt
o

GH Gov's Spipry

reat mountain? pe.
become g plain,

All. The hands of Zerubbabel haye laid the foun.
dation of thig house ; his hands shal) also finigh j,

EsTrrgr PLEADING pop Hg

upt. Esther put on her royal apparel, anq stood
inner coyrt of the king's ouse, over
fgainst the king's house : ang the king gaf upon
his royal throne in the royal house,
Nchool. And it wag 80. when the king saw Esther
the queen ntnndlnf: in the court, that ghe obtained
I his sight ; and

R PEOPLE

favor jp he king helq out to
Esther the golden scepter that was In hig hand,
Supt, Ana thou, 0 Belshazzar, hast lifteq up All. Then galq the king unto her, What wilt
thyself againgt the Lord of heaven ; anq the God thou, queen Esther? ang what g thy request? it
In" whose hand thy breath Is hast thou pot z»ihull be even glven thee to the half of the king-
lorified, dom,
g.\'rlmol. God hag numbered thy klngdom. and
finished j¢, Lesson VI, EZrA’S Jounrnpy TO JERUSALEM
All. Thou art frelghed In the balances, and art Supt. I even weighed unto their hand six hyp.
found Wanting, 7Thy kingdom ig divided, and glven dred and fifty talents of silver, and silver yeggels
0 the Medes and Persigns, n hundred talents, and of old an hundred tajents.
s Nchool. The priests and the Leviteg took the
Lesson 11, DANIBL IN iR Lions' Dyy weight of the silver, and the gold, ‘and the vessels,
Supt, Then the king commanded, anq they to bring them to Jerusalem unto the house of our
brought Danfel, and cast him into 'the den of  Goqd
liong, Now the king spake and

sald unto Dantel,

A, Then we departed to go unto Jernsulom.
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and the hand of our God was upon us, and he
delivered us from the hand of the enemy,

LpssoN VIII. NRHEMIAH'S PRAYER

Nupt. And they sald unto me, The remnant
that are left of the captivity there in the prov-
ince are in great affliction and reproach: the wall
of Jernsalem also is broken down, and the gates
thereof are burned with fire.

Nehool. When | heard these words I sat down
and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted,
and prayed before the God of heaven.

1i. O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear
be attentive to the prayer of thy servant; and
prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day.

LESSON IX. ABSTINENCE FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS

Supt. If any that believe not bid you to a
feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set
before you, eat, asking no question for consclence'
sake.

School. But if any man say unto you, This Is
offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake
that showed it, and for consclence' sake.

All. Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

LessoN X. NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALLS OF
JERUSALEM

Supt. And our adversaries said, They shall not
know, neither see, till we come among them and
slay them.

Nehool. And I sald unto the nobles, and to the
rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye
afrald of them: remember the Lord, who is great
and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your
sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your
homes,

All. Kvery one with one of his hands wrought
in the work, and with the other hand held a
weapon.

LessoN XI. READING AND OBEYING THE LAw

Nupt. So they read in the book In the law of
Giod distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the rendluf.

School. Then he saith unto them, Go your way,
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and ‘send por-
tions unto them for whom nothing is prepared :
for the joy of the Lord Is your strength.

All. Also day by day he read in the book of
the law of God.

LessoN XII.  PREPARATION FOR THE MESSIAH

Supt. Behold, I will send my messenger, and he
shail prepare the way before me,

School. Return unto me, and I will return unto
vou, saith the Lord of hosts,

All. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a hlesslnf. that there
shall not be room enough to receive If.

LessoN XIII. THE CHARACTER OF THE MESSIAH

Supt. The people that walked in darkness have
seen a great light: they that dwell in the land
u'!'tl;n:i shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined. .

School, For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son i¢ given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder.

All. And his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

PRACTICAL LESSONS
Lesson 1
First Single Voice. “The Egyptians believed
that after death the heart was weighed ; In one
scale the heart, in the other the divine truth
God weighs character; our purposes, our words,
our deeds, our motives, our lives, our thoughts.”

Lesson 11
Necond Single Voice. Notice that Daniel prayed
three times each day. Luther says, “To pray is
to work.” *“No time is lost from the harvesting
by sharpening the scythe.”

Lesson 111
Third Single Voice, “The best nations are an
evolution, and God is the evolver. History is His
Story.”
Lesson IV
Fourth Single Voice. The Christian in the world
is like a ship in the ocean. The ship is safe In
the ocean so long as the ocean is not in the ship.

Lesson V
Fifth Single Voice. If f'uu have planned and
labored and striven, and all in your own strength,
and failed, try worklng with God!

Lesson VI
Siwth Single Voice. God may have put_you In
the very place of dnn,er and crisis in order that
you may do a work for him,

Lesson VII
Neventh Single Voice. “If men are pligrims and
life a lJuurne,v. then we may add that the Chris
tian pi lgrlmnge far surpasses all others in these
particulars : Goodness of the road, beauty of the
prospect, excellence of the ('umpang. and superi-
ority of the accommodations at the end of the

ourney."
d ¥ Lesson VIII

Eighth Single Voice, Nehemiah's prayer was the
fervent, effectual prayer of a righteous man, and

therefore it availed much, Itmv;al the prayer of

one who acted as well as prayed.

Lesson IX

Ninth Single Voice. Love is the highest law.
g\l':dq?\'e- a duty to our brother “for whom Christ

Lesson X
Tenth Single Voice. Wesley's motto was, “All
at It and always at it.” “The trouble In many
churches is that one fourth of the members do
three fourths of the giving and working.”

Lesson X1
Eleventh Single Voice. The Bible is the world's
great lighthouse, and to neglect or resist it Is to
rive the ship of soul and of state on the rocks.

Lesson XI1
Twelfth Single Voice. Mr. Rlpurgeon tells of a
man who boasted that his religion had not cost
him a cent for twenty years, and thus comments
upon it: “God have mercy on your mriserable
little soul !
Lesson XIH

Thirteenth Bingle Voice, * lght{ ho make
mighty men,” says Tennyson. Only with Jesus
as King can these good times come.
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Primary Notes

THIS is the month especially dear 1o the
child heart, because it brings the Christmas
festival. The story of the Babe of Bethlehem
hever grows old, May we as primary teachers
never tire of telling jt!

No general celebration or “Festival” at (he
Christmas time  should hinder the Primary
teacher from hep own class observance of the
glad day, There, in the midst of her ligt]e ones,
she may tell the dear old story anew and leave

lasting impressions upon some little hearts,

Tuis little home celebration should he kept
simple, but thought anq care should pe freely
given it impressive and attractive,
Have the classroom trimmed with greens, and
the large gil¢ star in evidence,
for and the mothers, but let little time be given
to outsiders, Keep it sacredly for the pPrecious
Christmas teaching,

Invite the pas-

Ir possible, Jet giving be made
day’s joy. The little ones
gifts much more if they
100, may make hearts hap
Let the offerings he mac
room, if the gifts ape

a part of the
will enjoy theip own
are taught how they,
Dy by their own gifts,
le upon entering the

for some local use, If g
minaionnr_v offering is taken at this time, have
some little ceremony accompanying ijt, “Teach-

er” receiving the gifts and in a simple Echo
brayer offering them all to Jesus,

THE parts taken by the primary class in
publie cplphr_alions of whateyer kind should pe

Recita-

There
teacher
privacy of

not he encouraged,
are many reasong why the primary
should carefully avoid this. In the
the clags celebration it g not so much to pe
'lc'pmmted, although evep then the teacher
needs to exercise great care lest little heads and
hearts become inflated with g sense of gelf.
importance,

A Christmas Prayer

HoLy Lord, who came to show

How a chilg may live helow,

Gentle, patient, meek, and mild,
Like the blesseq Saviour Child,

lear us as to thee we pray,
our happy Christmag Day.

———
Four Kinds

IT was o Jewish rabhi who said:

In every
class you win find four

kinds of pupils: the

Sponge, the funnel, the sieve, and (he winnow.”
im sure everyone has a sponge in the clpgs—
the child that likes to hear everything that js

I
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said, but wiy himself give
What you haye to do
draw him ont and make him answer,

Then the funnel kind—one who takes in
everything you say simply to et it go in one
ear and out of the other. Such g child answers
his mother's question, “What did you learn to-
day 7 by saying, “Q, | don’t know.” ¢ yon
Can put the pight sort of teaching into that
child it wij stay there: You must make it S0

lrvml-mlmml_\' inlvroslin;: that he cannot help
but hold it,

Then the siepe kind.

you no answer,
With this child jy to

This is the child who
will take the illustrationg and remembor them,
and forget the vital part of* the troth,
tains the things least valuable and lets go the
real grains of truth, him you need to
make the truth very attractive, and suppress
the ilhmlrmions. making them incidental, go
that the chilg shall remembep the truth ang not
the story,

The winnow child, Thig child
that will pe sure to keep the
reject the bad, and so is safe
M. Wheelock,

has a mind
8ood things ang
anyway.—Lucy

First Celebration
CHRISTMAS was first celebrated in

98, but it was forty

the year
years latep before it was
officially adopted ag 5 Christian festival; nop
was it until about the fifth century that the
day of its celebration became bermanently fixeq
on the twenty-fifth of December, Up to that
time it had been irregularly observed at various
times of the year—in l)ov»mlmr. in April, and
May, but most fro-qupml_v in Jnnuary,

Constant Christmas
O NEVER-FAILING splendor !
0 never-silent song !
Stil keep the green earth tender,
Still keep the gray earth strong,
Still keep the brave earth drea
£ deeds that shall be done,
While children’s lives come streaming
Like sunbeams from the sup,
O angels, Sweet and splendid,
Throng in our hearts and sing
The wonders which attended
'he coming of the King.

Till we, too, boldly pressin

ming

Where once the shepherdy trog,
Climb Bethlehem’s hill of blessing,
And find the Son of God!

—Phillips Brooks,
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Tnternational Bible Lessons
FOURTH QUARTER
LESSON X—December 3

NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALLS OF
JERUSALEM. Neh. 4. 7-20

GoLpeN TeEXT: “Watch and pray.”  Matt.
26, 41,

Primary Notes

Approach. Always aim
first. If you do not know
where you are going, how
will you decide upon the
direction to take in order
to reach your destina-
tion? If you have no
target how can you wing
the arrow? It will be
but a bow drawn at a venture. Such hit-or-
miss methods hit less often than they miss.
Therefore, decide first of all what you would
teach, what you would reach, and then plan
your approach through the point of contact
most available and practical,

In this lesson Watchfulness seems to be the
obvious and most natural teaching. It is a
great art to subordinate everything to one aim
and avoid scattering shots. In this portion,
how shall we make the smallest child under-
stand what it is to watch as well as pray?
Let us begin with the simplest idea of watch-
ing—that of looking, A procession was to pass
father’s office and he said that Frank might
sit by the window and watch it. What did
Frank do? What is it to watch? Did he use
his hands? His ears? His eyes? Before the
procession came in sight what did the boy do?
Afterward? When it had passed by was there
any chance to watch it? Any use in watching?
What good did it do to watch? Fran got
leasure out of it, and learned something too.
Ie had never seen an elephant or a camel, and
now he knew exactly what they looked like,
better than he had ever known from pictures,
This knowledge Frank kept. But if he had not
looked at that procession would anything dread-
ful have happened? Would it rea ly have hurt
him if he had been out of town that day? -

Is there any other sort of watching than just
looking to see? Here is a man by a railway
track. By and by the train will come 2 ound
a curve. Ile has to turn a switch. He does
not know whether the train will be late or on
time, What must he do? He must watch for
it. If he doesn't watch he may he away at the
wrong time, and much harm may come if the
switch is not turned, Here is a soldier, sot to
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watch and see if the enemy comes to fight. If
the soldier sleeps or goes off on pleasure and
the enemy's army comes and takes all by sur-
prise great harm will be done and many lives
lost, Watching is very important, Our lesson
story tells something ahout this sort of watch-
ing, which means much more than looking at a
procession, or anything like that.

The Need of Watching. Give the story of
Nehemiah in Jerusalem. The last we heard of
him he was asking God's help in getting a favor
from the king. The favor was granted, and
now this good man is leading on the people of
Jerusalem to build the city walls. Speak of
the need of walls in those days, the condition of
these walls, the need of all the workers in re-
building, and describe the effort of the enemy,
Sanballat and the rest, to hinder the work.
This was the danger., How was it met?

Watching and Praying. Show how much
these Jews needed God's help. They were not
strong enough, themselves, to conquer all those
enemies set against them. So they prayed to
God, first of all. But would God answer, and
take care of them, if they did not do their part?
Might they go on carelessly and never look to
see who was coming or have any sword or
spear ready for the fight? No, that would bhe
like the little girl who prayed that God would
help her to know her lessons perfectly and then

ver studied a bit, God did not answer that
% It was not an obedient prayer.

Give in graphic language the story of the
ridicule of the enemy, the plan of
the splendid watchword, “Be not afr id; re-
member the Lord; fight for your wives and
little ones,” and the courageous, trustful word.
“Our God shall fight for us.” Show how all
this came true.

Jewel Thought: Watchfulness. Aftor mak
ing very clear what it meant for these Jews to
watch, turn the thought to watching againsi
enemies in our hearts, and the help that comes
when we watch and pray.

\ ’I'Imuyh.l for Teachers. Military symbolism
is attractive to children. Use this, but be suré

Woteh.

'-vaﬂg

that the practical lesson is in simplest words,
slm\vling what to watch against, and how to
watch,
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LESSON XI—December 10

READING AND OBEYING THE LAwW
Neh. 8. 8-18
GoLpey TexT: “Blessed are they that hear the
word of God, anq keep it,” Luke 11, 28,
Primary Notes

Approach, Obedience
is the keynote of this
lesson, and all the teach-
ing should pe in tune,

A captain of a beau-
tiful ship set out upon g
long Voyage., He did not
know where he was to
go, for hig orders were
given him al sealed up, to he opened out gt
sea, after®he haq left the shore behind.  [fe
was told in what direction to sail, and that was
all.  When the time came he opened his ordeps
and read them g through, Then e tossed
away the paper and did nothing. Jfle did not
tell the pilot how to guide the ship, nor give
orders to anyone, as he was told in the writing
given him go carefully, What good did it do
to write down all these directions % What good
did it do this man to read them? [f he had
been told to find his own way, and had not had
any other orders ¢ all, would he have been ag
much to blame for letting things £0 as now?
Could he say, "I did not know,” when he had
had his orders and had peaq them? [f they
had been written in German or French, and jf
he could not read eithep of these Iunzu:ls:us.
would he have been as much to blame? Even
then, he might surely get some one else to te]]
him what the words meant, if he wepe very
anxious to find out. But the orders were writ-
ten in English, so that this captain could haye
no excuse for not muhu'slnmling them, Aftep
reading them his business Was to obey them,
Don’t you think so¥ Would you have “done jf
if you ‘had been in his place? " [ wonder if yoy
would. I wondep if you always obey what you
read and find to be your “orders,”  We hear
to-day about some people who read and under-
stood and obeyed theip orders.  God blessed
them, as oup Golden Text says he will,

The Word of God Read, Picture that great
Sunday school or RBible class.  Recall charae-
ters of Kzra anq Nehemiah, Describe the gath-
ering of the people, big and little, here must
have children

surely some children could under-

stand Il);"t' at least, of what was read from
Gmi‘p Tell how Ezra stood up in a
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of us cannot get to Sunday school in time when
it begins at half-past nine Oor even at two
o'clock, and these people came at daylight,
They must haye been anxious to hear,

Drill a few moments upon the bersons pres-
ent—the teachers ang the taught, the Book,
and what was done with ijt, and how the people

listened ang how they took it, Every word
Was read 50 as to pe heard, and j¢ was ex-
plained gag teachers explain  the lesson now,

Some of the listeners were so sorry that they
had not kept this f they cried,
but their teachers told them to pe glad now and
try to do something for others,

The Word of God Obeyed, These people
obeyed thejp teachers, in drying theip tears and
giving thanks and feeling Jjoyful and i send-
ing good things to tl ¢ who were poor and
had nothing, They were very happy because
they understood the words that were read. Do
You all go home full of Joy because your teach-
ers have explained God's Word to you, or pe-
‘ause your mothers at home te)) You what it
means?

Jewel Word s Obedience, This is indeed g
pPrecious  jewel, Explain and enfopee true,
faithful, Joyful obedience to God in al things,

Thought for Teachers » Have we “under-
Stood the words ! Our Great Teacher i pa-
tient and ready, bhut we must hear ang obey,
Doing his wj v We know hig doctrine,

W e
M
2 1S Ty

LESSON XII—December 17

PREPARATION FOR THE MESSIAH, Maf,
. 1-12

GoLbeN 1 4T win send my messenger, and

he shall prepare the way before me,” Mal,
Primary Notes
Approach, Take the

N\t
S o
\\ N Z

thought of gifts, in prep-
aration fop receiving g
great king op conqueror,
Tell the story of the com-
ing of the king in ancient
times, how fipgt the mes-
Senger or herald wag sent
out to cry, “The king is
way must be prepared,

coming,”

Then the
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Stones must be gathered out, crooked made
straight, rough smooth, and all made clear and
ready, It takes time and work and money to
do this, but the king must have all these,

Those who love the king will prepare gifts
for him to show their love, and, best of all,
they will show by their obedience that they are
glad to have him rule over them. Long ago,
when King Solomon was crowned, there were
some bad men who did not wish him to be their
king, They “despised him and brought him no
presents,” the Bible says. Thus they showed
that they were not good servants of the king.

This lesson tells of the coming of One
greater than any earthly king. He is called

The Messiah. Long ago, when a man was
made king, holy oil was poured on his head to
show that he was set apart to rule. You re-
member how the good prophet Samuel went to
the house of Jesse in Bethlehem and called the
sons 1o pass before him that he might know
which one God had chosen to be king instead
of Saul. At last God made Samuel know that
David, the young, fair-faced shepherd boy was
the one. Then Samuel rose and poured oil on
young David's head, as a sign that he was to
be set apart as God wished, to be the king
over the people, The word Messiah means the
Anointed One, the one who has had oil poured
on his head to show that he has been set apart.
Josus was known as the Messiah by the Jews
of that long ago time, because he was to be set
apart as King over all. There is a beautiful
verse that says that God anointed Jesus with
“the oil of gladness.” This just means that our
Saviour was set apart to the glad work of sav-
ing people and making them full of joy. It
cost him a great deal, but he was willing to
take all the pain for sake of “the joy that was
set before him,” the joy of saving people from
their sins,

Preparing the Way. God wished the way
made ready for the coming of Jesus, his Son,
to this world. He sent a messenger to tell the
people that Jesus was coming., Hundreds of
years before even the messenger came God told
his servant the prophet Malachi to tell the
people that the messenger should come first and
then the Memi.nh. is messenger was to tell
people their sins and bid them repent, or be
sorry enough to leave their sins, and so make
» way in their hearts for the Lord Jesus to
come in. When people’s hearts were made clean
and lpure. then their gifts would be pleasant to
the Lord.

Robbing God. Malachi had to say some very
sad and sharp things to the people who were
not ready for Jesus's mminf, even if it should
be soon. He asked them if a man would rob
God. Surely that would be the worst thieving
in the world. But the prophet said that in
keeping back the gifts that belonged to the
Lord they were really rohhlndu him. But he
told them that if they woul bring all that
belonged to God, of everything they had, and
lovingly offer it, God would pour out a great
blessing wpon them.

Jewel Thought. The Messiah, Jesus, who has as
s0 many beautiful names, has come. He came up
-to Bethlehem long ago and lay in the manger to
there, The Wise Men brought him gifts, but
what have we brought? What does he wish "o
from us? Vhat bave we to give? Enlarge dite
upon the lhoughl of gifts, arn

T'hought for Teachers. Are children too young

to be taught proportionate giving—those old Pos
enough to be in our classes? Ouggt we not to ence
teach “systematics”? drer
ner,
that
in
two,
the
every
the iy
stron
. and
differ,
it is
acter
what |
= P, 4. ey eyes
LESSON XIII—December 24 g
THE CHARACTER OF THE MESSIAH It des:
Isa. 9. 1-7 Anoint
GOLDEN TeXT: “Thou shalt call his name Speak
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their When
sins.”  Matt, 1, 21, “"""l h
was he
Primary Notes Bring
T Approach., The great walking
/// thought in this lesson i, #’:l'(‘: |
-] “He shall save” Seek under:ctl;
to impress this, Make drives a
character the point of :"y mak
eart, k
contact, but do not use bring’ lig
this word in the begin- am the
ning. Make the children [§ out char
use their power of dis- '}:f:fl:i‘:'
crimination in distinguishing different char- '. B,.,,“g-'
acters, "‘lvl‘ to ¢
A little boy was naughty and ran away to :(""d“""“
play, without mother’s leave, By and by he "::,(;wf."?,"
got into great trouble, and he was far frow very dar]
home. He fell down from a high bank into o J§ brown, "
deep ditch and could not get out. A man hearl “f,':ﬁfmh“t
his cries and looked over at him. The face was them d;‘:,‘
not kind, and the man did not look strong at all. | each and
He said, “How much will you pay me if T Lelp :;:;'l‘:"‘ n,ﬂrm
you out?’  The poor boy had no money to ,,u;" (%
offer. He did not like the looks of the man Jewel 7
It did not seem as if he were strong enough to [l dnctory gt
save anyone or cared about it. Just then, away ;3:!‘ hi?x‘:id
on the other side, another face looked over and rom sin, |
kind eyes saw the boy’s trouble. This man was Thought

tall and strong, and O how kind his voice was



SUNDAY SCHO OL BANNER 953

Jesus, who has as he said, “I'll come right down ang Carry you  teristics ino soncrete  personalities that the
I&m::.u.'lio came D Don’t be afrajq, How comforting it was  children may “see Jesus,
¢ in the manger 10 see the strong man coming as the other one
t him m[“s'wli':l: moved away ! Harry wag soon safe out of the vE = w S
“xie:‘.:s EIIIII'K" ditch and u¢ home again, carried in strong

arms. Now, as he told the story, don't you sup-

rildren too young pose he could make mother see the great differ-
ing—those old

ence in these two men? Draw ot from chil- 'y
Jught we not to dren the difference jy their appearance, man- ’é
ner, and acticvg, Then emphasize (e fact
that the sreatest  difforence of all waus not
in the bodies, but iy the hearts, of

.G ~B,
& T"g‘j‘”“”ﬁﬂp

these
two.  Kyen weak  hands may do much jf
the heart jg willing, e real difference, jp 1
every case, is not 80 much in the outside ay in

Lot the inside, When we SAY 4 man is king, loving,

. —_—
R strong, and ready to help, and another is ¢ross LESSON XIV——Dccembcr 31
L and selfigh, we mean that their hegpes are
47[_” different, When we describe beople in thig way GOLDEN Tgxy ,lleVIEW & the v with
,__// it is the character we gpe talking about, Char- S ”' i :”“..' “;:‘ “':I.-I llbl e
,,-:‘ acter is what a person really is, inside, not Iy ; J‘:M'"mh '\".‘ 'm'. _'“ "
4 what he jg outside. The ¢olop of one's hair ang 5 m':.‘,l":' : l:;“, :K“: TIH-\ =
% s d e i SNk rod is good, he crowns the y,
eyes will make pno difference with heart With his Jove and joy and cheer,
inside, May we leary his holy way,
mber 24 This lesson tells about Jesus ag he oy ally s, l’i"}"‘ and trust him, and obey,
iE MESSIAH It describes his character, a5 the Messial, or “::':: ::: ::: :TI‘ILII:IIT:I
Anointed One, of whom God tolq Isaiah (o Telp us (o follow '
! b i speak many hundred yoqpg hefore e came, Our Leader 4] the way,
call his name When Jesus came those who kpew beforehand
ople from their what he would pe like could pe sure that this Primary Notes

was he,

Bn’m[in]; Light. Isaian says that the People
walking in darkness haye seen  great ight,
Jesus brings light to dark hearts, Sunlight
makes it possihle to see.  Jeosus helps people to
understand what is trye and right, Sunshine
drives away darkness, Jesus drives away fear,
by making al) clear to the Leart so that the
heart, Ih;lowilng Jesus's low-l. is' not la;frnid. 'l‘v’)
bring light eSus must he Jight, e says, *
am the Light,”  This is his character, Draw i the rest. By when 4
out characteristics of light, how quiet, strong,  thing jg finished it js said to be crowned. We
(Iuick i; is, ht“?lli;lg s'ivkm-ns. mf::ki‘ng'rlllingx BYOW.  have now finished g year of Sunday school and
vesus does all this because o whet he 1y, g s = ey .

Beautiful Names., Tn some countries they Of Sm.nln.\ s, hool """’0"" f”?'" God's Word,
give to children names that haye meanings, as  David in talking to God tolq about a crown for
Goldemhair, Brighl-v_\:vs. Liltl(" Dove, Wt‘ the year, He said to the Lord God, “Thoy
know that sometimes if a habhy jg very white crownest the year with hy goodness.”  Whgr
and fair she ig called Lily, 1 her éyes ape s ol ’ y
very dark she js called TTazel, which means 2 beautifu] crown! No ope but God could
brown, Jesus was given many names to show  finish the year with sueh g Crown as this. ¢
;‘\"Imt hiat t'hsr('im-u'r, ‘)'nsﬁwllm he was i'li‘ke' means, too, that every day in the Yyear has worn
ylumerate and explaip 165¢ names, writing R tod’
them down and dw’ollinz upon the meaning of the crown of God's g"",d""s“‘
each and how Jesus showed by his life that We have had some lewel words for the lnst
these names told the truth about him, The thirteen weeks and for the lessons as we have
',;°'d"" Toxt gives the hest reason for the name learned them, If we put these shining grygl.
lpsl:-fécl(’;')l:l:)ll!}))lrl: Salvation, Recur to intro- Jewels together we shal know Something aboyt
ductory story to impress need of being saved, the crown of the year,

;nd' h_ow‘dit {s d()':wi Saved dfmm' sin—from Here they are i order (1) Wisdom, (2) De-
Urt inside—is what we need.  Jesus sayes : y :
from sin, I1e $an save because of what he is. h:ern.nco. (8) "l"d"_p“"' (4) Holiness,

"hought for Teachers, Tet us take great care  (5) Power, (6) Love. (7) Safety. (8) Prayer.
in translating these rather abstract charac- ) Temperance, (10) “‘nlc'hfulnw. (11) Obe.

A dittle gk about
Crowning, A king s
crowned when he jg made
the ruler of his people,
Those who won in the
races used to he crowned
to show (hat they wepo
honored a5 victors over

ch., The great
1 this lesson is,
| save.” Seek
s this, Make
the point of
ut do not use
in the begin-
ke the children
power of dis-
different char-

1 ran away to
By and by he
was far frow
sh bank into a
A man heard
The face was
k strong at all.
ly me if T help
no money fto
s of the man
rong enough to
ust then, away
oked over and
This man was
his voice was
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dience.  (12) Gifts. (13) Salvation. (14) Re-
view, Goodness.

In conducting review, teachers may well
group the lessons around the characters men-
tioned, and call for the truth jewels in connec-
tion. These lesson truths can be recalled in ac-
cordance with the way in which they have been
preserved. If they have been written upon
cardboard they may be passed to the older
scholars, who may give them in turn, the class
repeating them in concert afterward,

There should be special drill upon the charac-
ters that have been the | of study. They
are Daniel, Belshazzar, | yrus, Ze
chariah, Esther, I Nehemiah, Paul, and
the Messiah,

Thought for Teachers:

Dearly beloved, a parting word
I would speak for the closing year:

If in His name you have ministered,

Your secret desive his ear hath heard, -
And he saith to you, “Be of good cheer,

He crowneth the Year
with his

(Goodness

Whisper Songs for December
TENTH LESSON

O TEACH thy ehildren, Lord,
To work, to watch, to pray,
Nor fear the enemy who waits
To tempt them night and day.
ELEVENTH LESSON
Thy truth is very deep,
Thy love is wide, dear Lord ;
And yet a little child may hear
And love thy holy word.

"Il LESSON

When thou hast come, O Lord,
Thy waiting church to meet,

Let all the little children come
And gather round thy feet,

THIRTEENTH LESSON
To us a child is born,
To us a son is given :
The Wonderful, the Prince of Peace,
The Mighty God of heaven.
FOURTEENTH LESSON
Dear Lord, our years are thine ;
We give them all to thee,
Till thou shalt crown them with thy love
In thy eternity.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Fourth Quarter

T'ecacher. This is the day which the Lord hath
made,

Class. Let us rejoice and be glad in it

RECITATION, OR SONG,

“Here we come again on Sunday,
When the church bells sweetly call,
With our bright and happy greetings,
Wishing our good-day to all,

“Here we come to help each other,
Loving, kind, and strong to grow,
And we thank our h ravenly Father,

For he ever loves us so,

Wuisrer Praver.

“Lord, help me when 1 try to pray.
Not only mind the wor say,
But may I try, with watchful care,
To have my heart go with my prayer,”

Praver (all joining in Lord’s Prayer at the
close).

SONG or PRATSE.

OFFERING,

(Arrange a march, if possible, even though
the space may be limited. A pretty basket dec-
orated with pink ribbons as a receptacle, and a
sweet giving song, as the children march past
the basket, depositing their offerings, will do
much to dignify and enrich this part of the
service, )

Bigrupay OFrerING.

(Sing softly.)

“Hear the pennies dropping,
Hear them as they fall,
ivery one for Jesus,
ITe shall have them all.”

I

SvurrLE AL LESSON,
REVIEW 0F LAST LESSON.
Morion Sona,

LEssoN Taveur,

Ecno Praver,

CALLING BACK THE LESSON,
CLOSING EXERCISE,

*As we raise our hands toward the sky above,
We remember God's banner over us is love,
And we bow our heads again in prayer,
Giving ourselves to his loving care,
May the lesson learned in our hearts sink deep,
May the Lord between us a loving watch keep.
May we show this week in our work and play,
That we've learned of Jesus on this holy day.
We pray thee to take each little hand,
And lead us all to the better land.

“Amen.”

Genoa the
In Tropic
New Russ
China in ]
Bits in Sp
The Gard
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Tre Oxrorp OF CaNADA, lllustntinx “Our Canadian Colleges,”

L]
FOUR HUNDRED OLS. SIXTY.
it Methodist e

AND SIXTY-FOUR

Magazine and Review

W. H. WITHROwW, D.D., FR.C.S

os Editor\
© PROSPECTUS ro

R 1906 P4

lLLUSTRATED ARTICLES
Canadian Art and Artists,
Wild Sports of Canada.
Life on the Frontier,
With the Mounteq Police.

The New West

Our National Park,

Life Behind Prison Bars.

Life in a Hospita),

Royalty at Home,

England in Egypt.

British Guiana,
01d Toronto,
Ice-Boating in Canada.
Humors of the Post office.
The Mother of Parliaments.
Life on the Ranch,
Bits in Paris.

In Tonga Land.

House-Boats on the Thames.
The Playground of Ontario.
The Graveyard of the Atlantic—
Climbing the Matterhorn,
Canadian Northlang,

Genoa the Superb.

In Tropic Seas.

New Russia.

China in Reconstruction.

Bits in Spain,

The Garden Province of Can;

Edward Islang,

History in Cartoon.

In the Lumber Camps.

With the Pioneers.

Sable Island,

ada — Prince

)
2 e s A

Her Masesty Query ALEXANDRA,

Iliustrating Ty King and Queen at Home,”

. BN




SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS
TOPICS

MaNY or THEM ILLUSTRATED

W,
The Christian Church and Ohristian Mi
Reforms.
The Black Problem and How to Solve It. Br
The University Question. CHANCELLOR
BURwaSH, Thy
The Two New Hymnals, British and
American. Davip Auvuson, LL,D., and i
Rev. W. H. Apaus, Wh
The Spade as a Commentator. ©. D,
CurreLLEy. At 1
The Oxford Movement. The Editor,
The Devel of R h .~ Our
in Germany. The Editor, Misg
Religlous Thought in France. The Editor,
Aggressive Evangelism. Rxv. G. W. Keray, A CorriDor witi Oruy Doors OpeN, Our
B.A. Lllustrating *“Prison Life in Canada,”
Love and Law. LvumaxAmsorr, The |
An Experiment in Prison
Reform. Owariorre Surm Cana
Rosst.
Romance of the English
8peech.

The Problem of the City. CHARACTER
Our Western Heritage.
The Problem of Universal SKETCHES AND
Ponce, STUDIES
The Religious Condition of
Italy. Recollections of Schliemann,
The Training of d
exyg. e the Re-discoverer of
Social Service. Troy. Mss. M. E. T. o
Municipal Enterprises of
Freiebourg. Tourre LAUDER,
The King's Gift to the Nation. The Evolution of a Saint.
The Torrey-Alexander Mis-
sion. Rev, 8, P, Ross, D,D.

The Conquest of Poverty—
A 8ocal Experiment.

The Heritage of Power.

Our Public Schools, i B

Old Testament Prophecy. ToMB OF THE PRETENDERS,

Pror, AxprEW StEWART, D.D, Illustrating *“The Last of the Stuarts,”

An Immortal Biography.
Rev. Jesse 8, Giuserr, Ph.D,

Mrs. Senator Cox. Cmanomi-

LOR BURWASH,

Mrs. Chester D. Massey. CHANCELLOR BURWASH,
A Great Historian. W. H. Prescorr.

John Falk, a German Philanthropist. Earth's 1
George Whitefield. G. K. Bravsnaw, B.A, The Turs
Elihu Burritt, a Prophet of Feace.
Henry Ibsen and His Message. The Birds
A Great Scholar—Professor Palmer. The Psych
Baroness Burdett-Coutts. Develbos
Hannah Schwanick—Scholar, Poet and Social

Reformer. The Puture
Tragedy of a Palace—Marie Antoinette. Romance o
The Last of the Stuarts. The New A
Dr. Drummond and His Work.
Public Men of Canada. The Benefic
Literary Bits in London. The White ]

a m:nl::!:on:ll N Snum. = A Jowish Mystic.

New Pinds i




1 Canada,”

ACTER
HES AND
JDIES

sof Schliemann,
-discoverer of
RS, M, E. T, ps
UDER,

on of a Saint.
Ross, D,D.
;al Biography.
8. Giuserr, Ph.D,
' Cox. Cnanomi-

\SH,

R BURWASH,

and Social

stte.

MISSIONARY PAPERS
Maxy oF gy InuusTRATED,

Why I Believe in Misstons. o, SvLvesrar Honx,
Missions in Manchuria,

British Burma,

The Miracle of Pentecost Reneweq,
Gilmour of Mongolia,

When the Soutn Wind Blew Softly,

At the River Ahava; or, How to Face a Crists,
Our Pacific Coast Missions,
Missions in Japan,

Our Missions in China.
The Stranger Within our Gates,
cumuu! Mission in Formoga,

i
Tur Dagy of
muxtnting

¥ Marix ANTOINETTE,
“The ngedy of a Palage,”

SERIAL AND SHORT STORIES
The Parsonage Becret. Awwgrrs Nopwe,
The Man with the Broken Teoth. A. Tavion,
The Gir] He Lest Behind Him. g, A, Tavior,
A New Canadian Story. Muarx Goy Prarsg,
The Trading Stamp Crage,
The Pastor's Revenge.
Weary Feet.
A Change of Occupation.

A SRAM Szovay,
Hlustrating “Making a Railway,»

POPULAR SCIENCE
MaNY oF iRy ILLusTRATRD

Earth's Interior Fire,

The Turbine Steamer,

The Birds of Canada.

The Psychology of Christian Science,

D

e of the Aut

The Puture of the Trolloy.
Romance of the Ratlway,
The New Astronomy.

The Beneficence of Science.
The White Plague.

CoNvavescrxr,
New Pinds in Egypt. Hlustrating “Lite ip o Hospital,”




Tue HENLEY REaATTA, Tllustrating  House-Boats on the Thames,” b

. L R o i ey O
—_— e e —— t]
PER YEAR— SIX MONTHS— v
" s
2.00 1.00 .
i L . fa
i GUARDIAN and MAGAZINE or
WESLEYAN and MAGAZINE together. . . ., $2.75 i
Sunday-schools subscribing for two or more copies to one
I address, $1.60 per year each,
f CLUBBING RATES Ca
t These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price paid for fl';osl
the METHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW, ing
i Regular Price Club Rate Ch
Century Magazine . . . .$4.00 $3.50
I Atlantic Monthly. . . . . 4.00 3.50 Ch
Harper's Monthly Magazine 4.00 3.50
Scribner’s Magazine . . . 3.00 2.75
St. Nicholas . . . . . . 3.00 2.50 Chi
: WHAT IS SAID OF IT

‘“The Canadian Church is to be highly congratulated on
its magazine.”—London Quarterly.

““It is the best magazine for a Christian family of which we

Tue Division Losy,

have any knowledge.”—Christian Uplook. Tllustrating * The Mother of Parliaments,” A be
““It should be in every Methodist home. "—Kingston Whig. é

v o ““Abreast of the most. popular literary magazines. Sp

The articles are by scholarly men and good writers.” otd P

—St. Louis Methodist, ourehril

THE DEPARTMENTS
of THE WorLD'S PROGRESS, well illustrated, CURRENT
THOUGHT, RECENT ScieNcE, NEwW Books, REeLIGious
INTELLIGENCE and EprtoriaL CommeNT will be main

tained and developed. Sto:-‘iez
Reviews of High-Class Literature “
a Specialty ::
I'I“he He
u
WILLIAM BRIGGS v
20-33 RICHMOND ST. W., TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que,
S. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax, N.S. 29

Tun Portaas, mu-tmln! “The Northland of
Canada.

SUPPLEMENT PLEASE CIRCULATE
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’ Qhr"istmas, the great E-’
Christmas, | 905 s

have made preparations for
, and we offer for your selection a great variety of lines,

to our patrons is to make

ments are broken. Recollect the rush and
worry of former years ang ORDER NOW, W, can supply you with any book you
may want. If you do not find it on our lists, write ug, MAIL ORDERS entrusted
to us are filled with intelligence and care, and we use every endeavor to give satis-
action.,

Our 56 page Juvenile Library Catalogue will be sent free t

‘Christmas Cards

The old-time custom of sending Christmas
Cards increases with the passing years, Our
stock comprises g large number ang variety of
designs, which for beauty of design and color.
ing are unsurpassed.

0 any address,

BOOKLETS

Our Booklets this year are better than ever,
You will be pleased with the beauty of the de.
sign and colorings, We Pay the postage,

% 2 : At 3c. each.
Christmas ¢ ards, 10in s box, with envel.
opes, 25c., 3ic, and 50c, per box, postpaid. | Text for each day of the month,
Christmas Cards, in Ppack of 1 dozen, | Love, The Good Seed,
1

S

Oc., l5lf,. 25¢., 35%! 50c., 75c. and $1.00

pér package, Ppostpaid,

Christmas Jards, Individual Cards, le.,
3e., 5., 8c., 10c., 15c., . and 25c,, post-

paid.

Strong Consolation, The Almighty ilelper.
Above Every Name,

The Giver and Hig Gifts,
Our Possessions jn Christ,
Our Daily Bread, Step by Step.

At 5c. each,
Thy Will Be Done, Hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy Kingdom Come, Our Father,
Thine is the Glory.

—

Atrt Calendars for @

A beautiful line at Se., 10c., 15c., 20c., 25¢.,
35e., 50c., 75¢., $1.00, 1.25 and 1,50 each,

At 8c. each,
postpaid. God Kept Times, Mornin, Prayer,
Special care will be exercised in filling Evening Prayer, Little Heart Buds,
orders, and the selecting may be safely left to Trusting, Trusting Jesus,
our Mail Order Department. At 100, each,
B The Pilgrim, Heavenly Love,
Told to the Children Series Treasures before the Lord,

Cloth, colored illustrations,
- @ach postpald,

Walking with God. Sacred Thoughts,
650c.
Stories from the Faerje Queen,
“

A Morning Aurora and Evem’ng Vesper.
T'heard the Voice of Jesus Say,

“  King Arthur’s Knights, At 15¢. each,
“  of Robin %{oud. Holly Berries, Lead Thoy Me,
‘“ from Chaucer,

A Mizpah Wreath for Christmas,

" “ the Life of Christ, Daily Strength for Dail{)eNeed.

o ““ the Old Testament, Worship the Lord, votional Poeery.
The Heroes, The Water Babies, A Happy Christmas, In Calm and Storm,
Nursery Rhymes, Robinson Cruse, True Prosperity, In Time of Need,

29-33 Richmond Street West, - -

- Toronto
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CHOICE BOOKS FOR YOUNG MEN

A select list of books that any thinking
young man is sure to appreciate.

The Making of a Man. Orison Swett
Marden. $1.25,

Careers for the Coming Men. Practical
and authoritative discussions of the profes-
sions and callings open to young men. Written
by prominent men in different callings. $1.50.

Steppin§ Stones to Manhood. ~ A book of
inspiration for boys and young men. William
P. Pearce. $1.50
s l\goen who Overcame. By Robert E. Speer.

1

A 90ung Man’s Questions. By Robert E.
Speer. 80c.

The Fact of Christ. P. Carnegie Simpson.
$1.25,

A Young Man's Make-up. By James I
Vance. 75c.
. By the same author. Royal Manhood.
1.25.
The Young Man Foursquare—In business,
society, politics and religion. By Frederick A.
Atkins, -~ 35¢.

Aspiration and Achievement. A young
man’s message to young men. 35c.

First Battles and How to Fight Them.
350,

Manhood's Morning. By Joseph Alfred
Conwell. In dark green and white. $1.00.

Moral Muscle and How to Use It. 35c.

What a Young Man Ought to Know. By
Sylvanus Stall. ~ In the Self and Sex Series,
Price, $1.00.

Men | Have Known, By Dean Farrar,
With photos and letter prints of Holmes,
Lowell, Tennyson, ete. $1.75.

Public Men and Public Life in Canada.
By Hon. James Young. In dark red, with
illustrations. §1.50,

Up from Slavery. By Booker T. Wash-
ington. $1.50.

%Vorking with the Hands. By Booker T,
Washington, §1.50.

Letters from a Self-made Merchant to
his Son. By George H. Lorimer. $1.25.

Old Gorgon Graham. More Letters from
a Self-made Merchant tc His Son, By George
H. Lorimer, $1.25.

The Young Man's Library, By J. Thain
Davidson,
lalks With Young Men,
Forewarned—Forearmed.

A Good Start. Sure to Succeed.
The City Youth,

The above five volumes, boxed, at $2.50 ; car-
riage extra. (Sold separately at 60c. each ; by
mail, 70c.).

Turning Points in Successful Careers,
By W. N. hayer. $1.50.

Postpald

FOR GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN

Girls and young women are always interested
in knowing how other women did things and in
learning how to do for themselves,

A Canadian Girlin South Africa,
E. Maud Graham. Illustrated with
nearly 80 portraits and scenery of life
on the veldt. Cloth........00000.. .. $1 00
A Woman’s Problem. By Kate
Speake Penney....
Princess Sukey. By Marshall Saun-
ders, author of * Beautiful Joe,” ete... 1 25
Helps for Ambitious Girls. By

William Drysdale........ ......... 1 50
Girls wno geoame Famous. By
T R e 4 1 50
True and Noble Women., By
TRRDY BWOIE o 055 000501000055 50808 125
Story of Laura Socord. By Emma
b T I A RS R s 1

300 Thines a Bright Girl Can Do.
Profusely illustrated. By Lilla Kelley 1 50

Friendship, By Hugh Black

Sesame and Lilies. By Ri i
Cloth, 35c.; leather ............... 0 50

Story of My Life. By Helen Keller 1 25

BY MARGARET SANGSTER :
Winsome Womanhood. $1.25.
Also holiday edition. . .. ..,
Janet Ward .........
Talks Between Times...........
What Shall aYoung Girl Read?
B%er Heck. By W. H. Withrow,
AR TR R R P DT e 0
What a Young !Girl Ought to
Know., Dr. Emma F. A. Drake in
** Self and Sex " Series, Price. .. ..... . 100
The Life of Frances B, Willard.
Florence Witts, 17c.; by mail......, 023
The Life of Florence Ni; htin-
gale. W Went‘e)'. 17¢.; by mail 0 23
Marjorie’s Canadian Winter.
Agnes M. Machar .....,.. sevesniagy 100

com®
gaRg

-
o

Postpaid
William Briggs, *9-33 Richmond st. w., Toronto

Montreal: C. W. COATES.

Halifax: §. F. HUESTIS,
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Bibles as ¢ ifts=Christmas Specials

Here is an offer that ma
take advantage of, i

Long Primer Type. 8§ x 54, India paper edi-
tion, thinnest printing paper in the world,
20. Egyptian Seal, gily edges, leather
Hood . oiuioiovevinnnr,
21. Persian Morocco,
lined, silk sown ..., .. " oo 5
22, L

00
arge Type, Self-Pronouncing' Teachers'
Bible,

and are fully illustrated. The values will be
found most exceptional. All Bibles are bound
in the usual Divinity Circuit style.
Nore. —Name will be lettered in gold on cover
Jor 15¢. each line, We pay the postage.
Text and Reference Bibles
Diamond Type. Size 44 x 2} x 4 inch,
1. French Morocco, gilt edges, text |, , $1 00
2. Persian Morocco, gilt edges, text, .. 1 50
Pear] T Text, 24mo, size 5§ x 34 x § inch,

With photo-views of scenes in Bible lands,
which are printed on fine surface aper, and
are of places ag they actually are to. ay. Type
is the largest Bourgeois made, It is easy to
read, and general effect is that of s perfect
large type book, Containg al

Revay T3 vy s0 C}[‘)eu.chera’

4 cady Reference Hand. ook, new ractical

2:,?1::10}]'8&&%?;,‘ glltedges,ﬂc. Comparative Concordance, Tllustrated Bible
leather lined ...,.  ° "

ferences, size 5? 3 x3 mch
5. French Morocco, gilt, edges, 6ic. ;
leather lined

Dictiunnry, and Fifteen Map,
ible leather binding, red
round corners, Special,

Special Bibles for

8 in colors, Flex-
under gold edges,
net, postpaid, §1.75.

81 00 Sunday-school
Ruby Type. Text, 5§ x 3} x 1 inch, Prizes
7. Frea Someaon i sicss " oy TES, S ol e epcal a5,
References, 53 x 3% x 1 incl ey mail, 30c,

h,
8. French Seal, gilt edges, 90c.; leather
UMb eivaicositne rocks sone $1 25
Emerald Type. Text, 5% x 3% x 1 inch.
9. French Morocco, gilt edges . .. ... . $0 90
References, 64 x 4§ x 1 inch,
10. French Moroceo, gilt edges, §1.10 ;
leather lined ..., ,,.... .. . 150
Minion Type. References, 74 x 5% x 1} inch,
11. French orocco, gilt edges, $1.25;

French Morocco, gilt edges, special, 35¢.
each ; by mail, 400,

Quantities may be sent, cheaper by express,

23. Holy Bible, Ruby type, refercnces,

rench moroaco, yapped, round corners, red
u;der gold edges, size 44 x 53. Boxed, special,
75¢.

SIZES OF TYPE,

DIAMOND,
Uathorlined ... oius. .y, 0, .. 8175 ""-'-""'“"“-':::'-_'-'-‘-v-"----
References, th;lr:if:g:::dmon, § inch A s 0 1 1, % on
12, French Morocco, gilt L R $17 NERR
13. Egyptian Seal, gilt edges, leather Whatsoever ye would '::;:":;:“‘”““’"‘“""
. PORT it i N4 AN
14. Persian Morocco, gilt edges, leather Whatsover yo would that men shiould do to you, do
lined, silk sewn ..., . . . 275 MINION,
15. Turkey Morocco, gilt edges, leather Whatsoever ye would that men should do to yo
lined, silk sewn .......... . . 32 EMERALD,
Small Pica Type. Text, 8} x 6 x 1} inc Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
16. French Seal, gilt edfen ............ $2 BREVIER,
Bourgeois T’:eig i::{le"e"“s' 78 x 5} Whatsoever yo would that men should do to
17. French Seal, gilt edges . ........ ... $2 00 : bouRasoms,
Teagherlsquib!es Whatsoever yo woulq that men should
Minion Type. 8§ x 5} inches, LoNG PRIMER,
18. Egyptian Seal.PgilL edges, $1.25; Whatsoever ye would that men should
leather lined ..."........ ...

BMALL 1A,
Whatsoever ye would that men sho

19. Persian Morocco, gilt edges, leather
lined, silk sewn 3

WILLIAM BRrIGGS - 2

9-33 Richmond Street West . TORONTO
C. W. COATES, Montreal

8. F, HUESTIS, Halifax
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I
’ Book B d Girl
b 00KS fJor 0ys an iris
| —_— ——
! We call the attention of Sunday School Committees to our large stock of prize books. A
limited space allows us to catalogue here only a few of the many lines we carry, but Committees
i+ will find in our 'large Juvenile Book Catalogue a list of 3,000 volumes to choose from. We will
it gladly send this Catalogue free to any address. Write to-day for Catalogue and inquire about
i our special terms and arr g for C i purchasing prize books, Postpaid unless
| otherwise stated. All Books Bound in Cloth.
4 Books at 17¢., by mall 23c, Books at 30c.
1 Ben Hur. Lew Wallace. Blackie's Library of Famous Books.
i The P'IK""F'E Progress, < J{’h"‘ Buny_m. Good Wives, Louisa M. Alcott,
o The Lamplighter.~ Maria §. Cumming, Little Women. Louisa M. Alcott,
¥ Robinson Crusoe. Daniel Defoe, A Voyage Round the World, Lord Anson.
iy Probable Sons.  Amy Le Feuvre, Martin Rattler. R. M. Ballantyne, !
K By the same author— . Ungava. R. M. Ballantyne. §
Tedd "s Button. Eric’s Good_ News, Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe. s
Benodictas Stranger. Bunny’s Friends. The Vicar of Wakefield. Oliver Goldsmith, d
Thoughtless Seven. Peter the Whaler,. W. H. G. Kingston, e
: The Story of l'lorance'ngl}tmgale. Lives of Drake and Cavendish, Lor§! Macaulay.
i The Story of Queen Victoria, Masterman Ready. Captain Marryat, b
K T'he Story of M“,k“{,of, Uganda. Settlers in Canada., Captain Marryat.
[ The Story of David ivingstone, Peter Parley’s Tales about Greece and Rome, $
& The Story ?f Fm!‘“' Willard. Plutarch’s i'i\'&n of Greek Heroes,
) Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The Cruise of the Midge. M. Scott. B
g New Elsie Books— The Story of Prince Charlie. Sir Walter Scott. by
i Elsio and Her Loved Ones, The Downfall of Napoleon. Sir Walter Scott, )
B’ Elsie on the Hudson. _Elsie in the South, The Heroes, Kingsley.
\ Elsie Young Folks. Elsie Winter Trip. The Pathfinder, Cooper. Cl
Wide, Wide World. E. Wetherell, Tolisman, Scott. 40
Queechy. E. Wetherell, " The Good Governess. Edgeworth. !
Prince of the House of David. Grimm’s Fairy Tales, R.
N Rev. J. H. Ingraham, Wanco, The Peravian Chief. Kingston, 1
John Halifax, Gentleman. Mulock. Dampier’s Life and Voyages. By
A limited space prevents the insertion of
such wall-kuowpx:cseril:as as Pansy, Elsie, Bessie, . i 350 each, by malil 45c, e Il
Mildred, E. P. Roe, Ballantyne, etc. Lists of Wide, Wide World. E. Wetherell, ol
these will be found in our Juvenile Library | Queechy. E. Wetherell, .
Catalogue, which will be sent free to any | Little Women. L. M. Alcott.
address, Good Wives. L. M. Alcott, J. C
25¢. each, by mall 85c. Monica. E. Everett Green, &
Six to Sixteen. Juliana Horatia Ewing, The Days of Bruce, ‘Grace Aguilar. anti
By Rosa N. Carey— A Coxwain’s Bride. R. M, Ballautyne, tory
Our Bessie. Aunt Diana. E ther. The Golden Dream. R. M. Ballantyne, Teac
By Jennie M. Drinkwater— A Man Every Inchof Him. J. Jackson Wray. 4
Fifteen—A Story for Girls, Prisoners of the Sea. Florence M, Kingsley, Re
Marigold—A Story for Girls. The Cross Triumphant. Florence M. Kingsley. T
By L. T. Meade— K Annle S. Swan A
Daddy’s Girl. Palace Beautiful. Each %5c., postage Sc. extra of Je
World of Girls. Wrongs Righted. Twice Tried. v
By W. H. G. Kingston. Doris Cheyne. Shadowed Lives,
Dick Cheveley. Shore and Ocean, Secret Panel, Dorothea Kirk, Cru
From Powder Monkey to Admiral, Each 60c. conco
; Tom Brown’s School Days. Thomas Hughes, Mark Desborough’s Vow. Strait Gate, and t
Tom Brown at Oxford. ~Thomas Hughes, ~ ... Hach 50c, by mail 60c. M.A.
k By J. Fenimore Cooper— Mrs. Keith !-lumnlton. The Guinea Stamp. —
The Pioneers. The Pilot. The Prairie, A Son of Erin,
Every Inch a Sailor. Gordon Stables, Memories of Margaret Grainger.
WILLIAM BRIGGS 2° siresr’Woc™® TORONTO 29
C, W. COATES, Montreal S. F. HUESTIS, Ha'ifax
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n. We will
nquire about
stpaid unless

Books.
d Anson.
e.

oldsmith.

ton.
§!anlny.
yat.

numerous I|lys.
" trations and Important Chronological Tables
bu’ll;ealc)hll;rs n‘r;dlg‘mheu- By H. Clay Trum. | Maps. By M. G, Easton, D, D. $1.25,
b o= - History, Pro hecy and the Monumenta: or
yat. Sunday School Sucoess, By Amos R. Wells, Israel and the r;‘Izm‘ons. By James Frederick
ind Rome, $L10. McCurdy, Ph.D,, LL.D,, Professor Oriental
Modern Methods in Sunday School Work, nguages in the University of Toronto, 3
b. By v, Georfe Whitefield Mead, Ph.D, $L.50; | volumes Vol. 1—To the Downfall of Samaria
alter Scott, by mail, §1.67, Vol. 2—To the Fal] of Nineveh ; Vol,
alter Soott. Individual Work for Individuals, By H. | pleting the Work, pep volume, §2.75,
Clay Trumbull, D,p, aper, 35c. ; by mail, The Land and the Book; or, Biblical T1lys
40c. ; cloth, 750, trations drawn from the Manners anq Customs,
Studies in the Art of Illustration, By Amos | the Scenes and Scenery of the Holy Land. By
ells, §1.25, W. M Thomson. DD, g1
ston, The Front Line of Sunday School Movement, The Comprehensive Concordance to the Holy
By Rev. ¥, N, Peloubet. $1.00, criptures, based on the Authorized Version
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Two | Containing fifty thousand more references than
vols. By Alfred Edersheim, $2.00; Ppostage | Cruden’s Concordance, By v. J. B. R,
50, extra, Walker. §].95,
Life and Epistles of g, Paul. By Rev, w, Matthew Henry’ Commentary on the Entire
J. Conybeare, $1.10. Bible_‘ 1lustrated edition with an Introdye.
A Dictionary of the Biblo, Comprising the | tory Essay by the Rey John Stoughton, g
antiquities, biography, eography, natural hig. royal octavo volumes, 4,306 Pages, 100 illustra.
ne. tory, literature, eto. %_v Smith & Peloubet, “0"';’-1 "':°lh":7'50 POr 86t ; carriage extra,
" div: “ t
e ion.” $20 oS UsmLiEE o Bsompared wih Mo
son Wray, A Harmony of the Gospels.  Arranged 1 anplication and wmﬂmgs Of the text."—The Sun
('"B“I”'- v. J. H. Ruttan, Net $2.00. Just publighe, . | day School Times,
- Kingsley. A Harmony of the Gospels. Being the Life Ouk Sprcray, OFFER. —Send ug 81.50, and
of Jesus in the Words of the Four Eyap, elists, | promise tosend us $1.00 month for gix months,
: Arranged by W. H. Withrow, D, D., l".%t.S.C. making a complete piyment, of $7.50, and we
ried. 50c. willksem; ll]ctl)m letedaet of this incom rable
d Lives, Cruden’s Concordance, Being a complete | work in fu cloth binding. - Freight to paid
 Kirk, concordance of the Uld and New Testament, | by purchaser,
t Gate, and the A typha. By Alexander Cruden, Also at same price—Adam Clarke’s Commen.
i M.A. Student’s edition,” §1,00, tary, 6 volumes,
i WILLIAM BRiGGs
NTO 29-33 Richmongd Street West - - » Toronto
Montreal : 0, w, Coarry Halifax : 8, F, Hursms

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Best Books for S. S, Workers

Enthusiastio Sunday 8o

hool workers are alwa,
line of woy, » and greatly
books :

> Y8 on the lookout for literature bearing on thejr
appreciate such books ag Christmag gifts. Here ig g list of standard

We pay postage
How to Conduct a Sunday School, B Mar- Great Factg for Christian Living, By Rev,
ion Lawrence, $1.25, d George B, MecLeod, Cloth, 81.00,
Sunday  Schoo] Problems, By Amos R,
Wells. $1.00,

The Fact of Christ, By P, Carnegie Simp.

unless otherwise stated,

act

son. §].925,

Sunday School Outlines, By Rev. W, Bow. Practica] Talks Important T, . B

man Tucker, M.A., Ph.D, ing Normal H e e a o' 7
Studijes for Teachers’

. + T\ Crossley, Cloth, 75, .; leather, $1.00,
Meetingn, Normal Classes, L g b enhee; 81,00
Young People’s Societies and’ In

o 2 llustrateq Bible Dictionar and Treasur
dividual Sty. k¢ y ’ b
D f Biblical Histor: Biograph Geograph
dents. An im rtant book, should be read by | 2 ) 3, VLY, graphy, graphy,
every Sunday Scheol teacher. 350, Doc'era and Literature, \Vltg




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER ol
" STANDARD POETS
Longfellow The Poems of 'Wiifred Campbell ‘
Scott Complete Edition, Cloth $l.5(r Half-calf,
Burns gilt top, $2.50 G
Lowell The poems of Isabella Valancy Crawford
Moote Complete edition, edited by J. W. Garvin,
Whittier B.A., with introduction by Ethelwyn F
Hemans Wetherald, Cloth $1.50.  Half-calf, gilt top
Lucile
i Milton WORKS OF EUGENE FIELD.
Wg:‘:"t‘:""h Lullaby Land, Songs of Childhood. .....§] 35
Byron A Little Book of Western Verse. . . 120 ;
E. B. Browning | Second Little Book of Western Verse. 120 Th
. Hootél i With Trumpet and D%, .00 . 09 p
helley "
Shakespeare Love Songs of Childhood. .. ... .. vennenns 0 90 Th
) In the.fl_)llowing WORKS OF WHITCOMB RILEY C
3 o wiltiane Riley’s Songs o’ Cheer. ................. $1 00 Ian
Padded leather, embossed. . ... ......... $0 75 | Out to Old Aunt Mary's. Special holiday
‘  monogram edition. . ....... . 100 I st 0o00sess S NS AN wees 200 The
A"’.i,'”' Poets, Rutland, padded ........ 2 0 | His Pas BOMANO .. civvicinpnrnsnns 100 o
SapeasnRy bl i) An Old Sweetheart of Mine, beautifull Quie
TENNYSON illustrated and decorated. Cloth, in
Astor Egition, clolth I venss (l) ?g b T T e TR g 200 Quie
Albion Edition, clot g Riley Farm-Rhymes, with Country Pjo.
o i pednd weu e T e by Will Tanane . Ooun et The
Poiind T S, 300 | Riley Child-Rhymes, with Re
Other editions at.... §2.00, 3.00, 3.50and 4 00 | tures. Ornamental Cloth The |
Robert Browning, complete in 1volume 2 85 Neighborly Poems, Illustrated Mo
it o Camberwell edition, Rhymes of Childhood. 102 Dialect and The
edited by Pc:!mir & Clurkﬁ U; on;y ful- Serious Poems..............,,...,... 120 D.]
ly annotated line numbered e ition, Green Fields and Running Brooks 1 The C
complete in 12 vols., cloth, gilt top, Wi s 2B bhes s o
bo“l:i_ &7, 50'1 m"li"‘pfdmm' A VL:;.: World. In dialect and serious e W,
8 idition, containi SEIBANERAA S eI N £ 500 0ssas
Sl:::::,pe;:, ;f.:g e.bou:;&oninco:e;’s;l;ntg Love Lyrics. Illustrated by W, B, Dyer 1 20 Th:;‘g
1 . ,3‘5 in 42 ,‘d ,cl"l*;- DR. W. H. DRUMMOND D.D
r volume c.pospal 5 per set, "

10 50 (carriage extra) ; leather cover, The YI‘;{]!K;‘:' &:r::r:rsxn:‘l:.er 2 T’ghfrl'j
per vol., 50c., postpaid, per set, §16.50 nu The Babians o5 trm;; i
(carriage extra). " @ Habitant and other Poems, Misunc

Havergal's Poems, cloth binding, a beau- Cloth, each, 81.00, by mail, $1.10. Special brig)
tiful edition, -;;cml ........ ssssanee 17 loliday Edition, beautifull illustrated, Ppape
The Poetry of Robert Browning, By cach $2.00, by mail, {2‘15‘ H
Stopford A. Brooke, M. A.  Bound in app;
o SO s 1 50 | Heart Songs by Jean Blewett....,,,, 100 Melv
Above Books POSTPAID uniess otherwise stated.
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
29-33 Richmond Street West, - - TORONTO 29.3;
Montreal, Que.: C, W, Coates, Halifax. N.8.: 8. F. Huestis.
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BOOKS ON THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Great Facts for Christian Living. Rey, Geo, By Rev. John Maclean. M, A., pp, D,
B. McLeod, M.A., Ppastor of the Fipgt Pres- Editor of the Wesleyan

byterian Church, Trure, N. 3, Cloth, $1.00 THE Berreg LiFe Serigs,

Faces Toward the 1 ht. A book for the Devo-

tionalHour and 8y bath i

The Making of & Christian, Studies in the
Reading, Sylvanus At
Stall, D.D, Cloth, $1.00, net. Evrey phase ot _ Art of Holy Living,

y8 and sorrows, jts Bet(ltewiveurf;{r Common People. Studies in
P sand trinmpk istreated in a rev. '® Way of Peace,
erent and deeply spiritnal m

anner that is surg  The Destiny of To-day. Studies in Conscience
Yo prove helpful and inspiring to every reader, and Character,

Light for Daily Living, Studies in the Bujlq.
The Gospel of the Home, Rey, D. C. Hos- g of Character, ﬁa(.‘h, 50c,
sack, M.A., LL.B, Antique boards, 50c, By Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D,
The Imitation of Christ. Thomas 4 Kempis, Finding the Way.,
Cloth, 250,

The Lesson of Love,
In the Beauty of the Lilies. Some brief essays, The Upper Currents, .
Leigh Mitchel Hodges, Cloth, $1.25, Making the Most of Life
p The Building of Chap.
The Daily Pathway, Margaret E. Sangster., acter,
Cloth, §1,25,

Things to Live for,

Personal Friendship of
Jesus, Each, 63¢ ; by
mail, postage 7o, extra,

The Face of the Master,

Quiet talks on Prayer. 8. D, Gordon, Cloth,

75e.
Quiet Talks on Power. §, D. Gordon, Cloth,

75¢.

The True Estimate of

Cloth, illu-trnted,BOe.

Life and How to Live,

Y. G Campbell Morgan. - Clogh, net, 4 By Charles Wagner.

The Life of the Christian. Rev. G. Campbell The Simple Life
Morgan, Cloth, net, 500,

he Better Way,
On Life's Threshold,
By the Fireside,
Justice, Cloth, each
Thvtzl C}é.rin‘.im'l Secret of a Happy Life, by H, $1.00,

The Baptism of Fire. J, Wesley Johnston,
D.D. Cloth, 75¢.

The Transfiguration of Jesus. Wm, g,

Beet.
The Guidin, Eye ; or, The Holy Spirit's Guid. »os
ance of tie Believer, by Re

V. Carman, New Testament Holiness. Thomas Cook. 50c.
D.D.

30c.  Christ the A alypse.  Rev, James Cooke
The Tongue of Fire; or, The True Power of Seymour. - 81,00,
! 50c,

Christianity, ~ Rey, W. Arthur, The Beauty of Goodness, @, Beesley Austin,
Misunderstood,

90c.
H. D, Kennedg. A series of T Story of the Upper Room. John Telford,
bright, helpful talks on the Christ.life, Art

Paper, 50c.; art cloth, 75c.

The Elims of Life and
irit i D. Jones, Net, $1.

Happy : or, The Holy Spirit in the Heart, : : y a1
Melville A, Shaver. * 60c, Seeklnﬁ:,lf;lf\;‘;l other Sermons, Rev, Phillips

We pay the postage
9

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

29.35 Richmona Street West, - TORONTO
Montreal, Que,: (, W. Coates, Halifax, N.8,: 8, F, Huestis,

R,

90c.
other Sermons. Rey, J.
00.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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UNDAY-SCHOOL
LESSON HELPS

1906

Peloubet’s Select Notes for 1906, net.... $1.10

Tllustration LS L | SR

The Gist of the Lessons, Torrey * ..

The Golden Text Booklet and Bible
Facts for 1906, per dozen............

The Gospel according to 8t. Matthew.
Rev. A. Carr, net.,...o0vevennnnns.
The Gos, l according to St. Mark. Rev.,
G. F. Maclean, net............,.....

The Gospel according to St. Luke. Rev.
W. F. Farrar, net...................

Whedon'’s Commentary—Luke and John
Expositor's Bible—St. Matthew. Rev.
+ Munro Gibson, net $1.00; by mail

Expositor's Bible—St. Mark. Right
Reyl. Bishop of Derry, net $1.00; by
L. ST AR S i A

Expositor’s Bible—St. Luke, A
urton, net $1.00 ; by mail.........,

The Biblical Illustrator—Matthew, net

The Biblical Illustrator—Mark, net .. ..

The Biblical Illustrator—Luke, 2 vols,
net .

Our Lord’s Characters, Alexander
L R
Life of Jesus Christ, by Stalker ..., .
Life of Jesus, by F. W. Farrar, ... .....
Life and Times of Jesus, the Messiah, in
two large volumes. Rev. Alfred Kder-
sheim, $2.00 vet ; by mail.........,...
The Life of Lives, Further Studies in
the Life of Christ. F. W. Farrar,
net §1 50. Special price to teachers ,.

Jesus, the Messiah in Prophecy and Ful.
filment. Rev. E. Hartley Dewart, net

A New and Complete Harmony of the
1.10 Gospels. By Rev. John H. Ruttan,

25 Portage la Prairie, Adjusting King
James’ version in preference to the
35 revised version, as the revised is only a
slight smprovement on the authorized
version, but forming the Harmony
entirely on the Greek text by Westcott
and part of the four gospels ; net ...,

Harmony of the Gospels. Being the

Life of Jesus in the words of the Four
1.00 Evangelists.  Arranged by W. H.
Withrow, D.D...coeevrrniasnsonses

70

70

150 Jesus, the Divine Man. Rev, F. J.
1000 VRIARN v cvns freiaersnnni s
Explanatory Notes on the New Testa.
117 ment. Rev. John Wesley . .......,..
Imago Christi—The Example of Christ,
L Rev. James Stalker... .. ...........

The Christology of Jesus. Being his
teaching concerning himself according
117 to the gynoptic Gospels. Rev. James
L IR ey
1.50 | Studies in the Life of Christ. Thomas
- Eddy Taylor, 8. Earl Taylor and
’ C. Herbert Morgan, net.....,.......
300 [ Studies of the Portrait of Christ. 2 vols,
Dr. Matheson, each.
126 | e New Life in Christ—A Study in
50 Personal Religion. Jo-eph Agar Beet,
TR TR el B

Through Christ to God. Joseph Agar
T e

The Times of Christ. Lewis A, Muir.

1.00 1 SN SR
The Land and the Book. Rev. Wm, M,

20 Thompson, net, .. $A60e -

Postpaid

2.00

75
1.25

1.50

75

L7

L.50
1.00
70
70

1.90

WILLIAM BRIGGS

23-33 Richmond Street West -

Montreal, Que : C. W. Coa ev,

Toronto
Hal'fax, N.8,: 8, F, Huestis,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
,
¥ Best Books for Entertainments
the vant  Liny Tot's Speaker, Lis. Humor, Pith and Pathos. Rev, Jas, Cook
;ln. Y ‘ '::" zie J. Rook and Mps, Seymour, Paper, 15¢, it i
ing 3 E. J. H. Goodfellow P .
the gzt For the wee ones, Exscoac.axor Dislogues. Phineas Garrett, aper,
lya 8 Paper, 15¢, deal Dri £
iy Child’s Own Bosikic, Id ea f-xl‘]s. Marguerite W.h{orton. Pa}.)er..fJOo.
E C and I I Rooy Hohda} Selections, Forraadmgund recitation,
ony 1':('"' 'chil\lr;ﬁ of aix Sara Sigourney Rice, Paper, 30c.
ot ke years. Paper, 15c, Holi_dqy Entertainments, Absolutely new and
cie 2 Little Peoples Speaker, original. Paper, 300,
the Mrs, J. W, Shoemaker, Tcmpernnce Selectiong, For reading and
our For children of nine recitation. John H, Bechtel. Paper, 30c.
H. years. Paper, 15¢, Sunday School Selections, For reading and
e B0 Young People’s Speaker, I, C. and L. J, recitation. John H, Bechtel, per, 30c.
3 }?;:ok. For children of twelve years. Paper, Sunr_iny ?cln?l Entertainments, All new and
3 . original.  Paper, 30q,
ot Young Folkg’ Recitations, Mrs, J, W. Shoe- Shoemaker’s Best Selections, Paper, 300,
inid 1.25 maker, For young people of fifteen years. { Ope Hundred Choice Selections, Edited by
3 " P'PG;'; ]5'13- S o i D hineas Garrett, Paper, 30¢,
st. ittle People's Dialo, ues, ara J. Denton, " £
.. 150 For chikﬁ'en of ten 5::”3. Paper, 25¢, cﬂ‘}ﬂ:ﬂ" Drills and Exercises, By Edith
hi Young Folks’ Dialogues. Charles ¢, Shoe- o -
nl; maker. For young people of fifteen years, | No. 1. Fancy Flag D."_"' Paper, 150,
es Paper, 25¢, No.) 2. How the Fairies Chose their Queen,
v 118 Young Folke' Entertainments. . C.and L. 5. |  Paper, 10,
m R-wgk. For children from five to fifteen | No. 3. Canmh, our Homeland, Paper, 100,
ad years. Paper, 25c, No. 4. Patriotio Scarf Drill, Paper, 150,
. I8 Easy Entertainments for  Young People. | No. 5. Grand March with Flags. Paper, 150,
s, Faper, 850, POSTPAID
1.76 Drl"". and Marches, E, C. and L. J, Rook. " =
i aper, 250, -
in Good Humor, For reading and recitation,
t, 1.50 Henry Firth Wood, Paper, 30c. WORDS OF HELP SERIES
s oo & o g a0, recitaion A T e
) Good Times. A book of dialoghes for enter. 20c. each postpata,
[ tainments. E, Weaver, Paper, 15¢, The Value of Time, Lubbock,
i 70 Choice Dialect, For reading and recitation, Precious Thoughts. Rugkin,
¢ Charles C. Shoemalker, Paper, 30c, Don’t Worry,
. Choice Dialogues, For school and socia] enter- | The Greatest Thing in the World, Drummond,
" 70 tainment.  Mrg, J, W. Shoemaker, Paper, | The Aid of the Spirit, Beecher,
[ 30e. g The Reason of Prnyqr. i
’ 1.90 Humorous Dialo, es and Dramas, Charles C. | The Duty of the Christian Business Man.,
o Shoemaker, aper, 30c, Compensation, Emerson,
St;rling Dialogues, William M, Clark, Paper, ,11:;]3 4 Seauty of a Life of Service. Brooks.
0c, die,
St Model Dialogues. William M.Clark. Paper, 300, Miss Toosey’s Mission,
Popular Dia Ogues. Phineas Garrett, Paper, | Character, Emerson,
30¢, Eternal Life, Drummond,
° - - —— —
29-33 Rich
e NILLIAM _BRIGGS “327"% TORONTG
— —————————————————
——— — =]




SUNDAY ScHoOL BANNER

Methodist Hymn Books

A gift that is sure to be appreciated is a
well-bound, well-Printed Hymn Book. The
‘‘ personal touch ” may be given it by hay-
ing a gilt-lettered name put on the cover,
which costs only 16¢, extra per line.  We pay
the postage.

Usual discount to Ministers and Bunday Schools,

Small Flat 32mo, Pearl Type

FOR a thousand tongues 10 s
0 My great m,uum'f,‘?: pnlu‘.n‘

Sizo—6x 4} x 4 inches.

Cloth, plain L., e .. 80 30
Paste grain, limp, red edges . 0 50
French Moroceo, limp, gold od, 075
French Morocco, yapped, red unde

QABOE voocininsiiseossrrsonsosreers, POt 085

Large Flat Crown 8vo, Brevier Type

FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise,
Size—7§ x 5} x § inches.
Cloth, plain edges
French Morocco, limp, gilt edges. s
French Moroc yapped, red under gold
QARO: e erstisareernrivonserveres o 150

~2

24mo, Brevier Type
Size—5} x 33 x 1} inches,
French Morocco, Boards..
Morocoo, gilt edge_s
18mo, Small Pica Type
O FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,

Size—6} x 4} x 1} inches,

Cloth, sprinkled edges. .. . 80 80
Calf, marble or gilt edges 100
Morocco, boards, gilt edges . 12
French Morocco, yapped, gilt edges . 150
Morocco, extra gilt, gilt edges 150

1Zmo, Pica Size, or 01d People’s Type
AFE in the arms of Jesus,

Safe on his gentle breast,

Size—71 x 5} x 1} inches
Cloth, sprinkled SABNG3 135 00 eas
Moroooo, gilt edges'......... 0000000t 3

8vo, or Pulpit Size, Pica Type, Leaded
Size—9 x 6 x 24 inches,

Persian Morocco, gilt edges .....,
Morocco, red under gold edges ...

e ————— .

—_— 70
WILLIAM BRIGGS - 29-33 Richmond Street West - TORONTO

C. W. COATES, Montreal

INDIA PAPER EDITION

IN FINE BINDINGS
———

24mo, Brevier Type
Sire—5} x 33 x § inches,
Roan, limp, red under 1d edges ...
Egyptian Seal, yapped, red under gol
©edges, round corners, leather lined.... 150
Persian Morocco, yapped, silk ge
leather lined ... .".....

18mo, Small Pica Type
Size—6) x 4} x { inches.
Egyptian Seal, yapped, leather lined...... 92 25

12mo, or 01 People’s Size, Pica Type
Size—73 x 5} x § inches.
Egyptian Seal, yapped, leather lined.. ... 800
Persian Morocco, yapped, silk sewn, lea-
T ity
vant Morocco, calf I
Silk marker, silk sewn .......,,. 00" 00

METHODIST HYMN
AND TUNE BOOK

PEOPLE'S EDITION
Size—T74 x 5§ inches,
Cloth, plain edges ..........,,... .
French Morocco, yapped Eold od(reu .
Mourocco, yapped, red under gold edges. .
1A P, R TI
FrenehI thlrﬂcoo AS':& mEuE '!wo
round corners, red under gol
leatherlined.............c.....s0, obe $ 00
Levant Moroceo, yapped, calf lined,
rﬂind corners, red under gold edges, .
POWE oovvoeezesniasensasanaronnsnnns
Frc;ch Morocco, red under gold edges.... 8
H EDITI
< Sl?ol—% x ﬂolnche?.N
Cloth, plain edges. ............... ..
French Morocco, boards, gilt edges.
ORGANISTS' E ITION
Size—10 x 74 inches,
Cloth, plain edges....... .........,,....... 25650

BIBLE AND HYMN
BOOK COMBINED

Rel. Bible and Hymns, 32mo, Pearl Type
Size—5} x 4} x 1} inches,

0} French Morocco, gold edges. ...,....,.. $ %
Ret. Bible, Ruby Type; Hymns 32mo,
Pearl Type

Size—54 x 44 x 14
01 French Morocco, gold edges
02} Persian Morocco, gold edsm

|

444

g3

';’Il

8, F. HUESTIS, Halifax

|




SUNDAY Scuooy, BANNER

[ ———
Bible Stories for
hildren

Po— |
TOY BOOKS

’ Beautifunly Colored . Low Prices

At 250, each,
Large type, Fully illustrated,
Bible Storjes, Told in simple language for
little children,

entle Jesus. Bible Stories for Little Children,

At 35¢. each,
Pilgrim’s Pro, ress.  John Bunyan,

Bible Stories for Littlo Childyes, Tn words of
one syllable.

The Story of Jesus, In words of one syllable,

A Child’s Story of the Old Testament, In
words of one syllable,

A Child’s Story of the New Testament, In
words of one syllable,

A Child’s Life of Christ. With 49 illustrations,

The Child’s Stor of the Bible, With 72
illustrations, &o

aul for the Young, George
Ludington Weed,

he Companions of Jesus,
for the older children,

A Life of 8t John

Bible Stories for Children.
, L. Hoard
and others, Colored plates. Boards,
Gentle Jesus, A life of Christ for the little
folks. Helen E, Jackson. Fine large type
on good paper. Postage extra, 15¢,
At $1.00, th
The Beautiful Life of Christ.
The complete story of Christ’

s Life on Earth, | pe
275 illustrations,

At $1.50 each,

Jesus the Carpenter of Nazareth. Robert, Bird. [ W
Beautifully illustrated, Cloth, i

oseph the Dreamer,

illustrated. Cloth,

Little Red Riding
Hood

Cinderella

Adventures of A B C. Book

s Alexander Smillie, | Rulers of the Sea
A

for the Young, George | Jingles
Ludington Weed,

Follow My Leader
With illustrations | Comic Animal A B (.
by Sir John Gilbert, W, J, Webb,

Charles Foster, | *“ sma’ lassie

vain endeavors to tear them up g swallow
At 81,925, them.  Of course they can’t, for they’re “ rag
The Child’s Life of Chrisg, With original | or “ linen,” every ong. The variety is endless,
illustrations, Introduction by Rev. J. L. | Dollie’s A BGC, 10c. The Life of a Bold
Hurlbut, D, D,

Bow Wow, 10c.
The Zoo, 10e,

Robert Bird, Fully [ Noah’s Ark, 75¢.
Mother Goose, 75¢,

WE PAY THE PosTAGE R0t T8 YL
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At 3¢, each,
Field Friends
A was an Archer
BC.

In Animal Lang

Master Pug At
Home

Little Doll Dimple

“Pretty Poll,”" A
Book of Birdies

A BC.

'arm A
Little Miss Mufle
Old Mother Hubbard
Little Red Riding Hood
The House that Jack

Built
Stories about, Jesus Dick Whittington
Heroes of Bible Story Cock Robin

At 5¢. each,

Wild Animals
Domestic Animals
Little Darling’s A B,

The Star in the East.

of Butterfles
th The Three Little Pigs Book of Fishes
At 500, The Silly Hare Book of Birds
The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. For very Cock Robin Book of Animals
Yyoung children, Emma Marshal), Cioth, Took '3 Be At ‘°°'R‘?“'“'"’; Winkl
At 75c. each, Jack in the Box ip Van Winkle
Sunday Afternoon ; or, the Sweet Stories of b)lmlple ?nlle“M %E!"”ﬂ‘og“'“
Aoll‘qf Re";’l%'h }S:a;ltifull:y igustrnwd. 5::;.2‘1&: :t,ethen ‘arm The"(])ld Woman and
Ludinglon gy, *° Young." " George Funny Animal A BC. * Her Shoy
A Life of St. Pp

At 15¢. each,

Our Pets’ Pictureg Bon Bon’s A B C,
Cloth, A book | South African ABC, Baby]’; !Sirthdny
ABC,
The Bible A B C, Baby’s Book of Birds

Hey-Diddle-Diddle,
Come Dance to My
Fiddle

Dean’s Rag Books
For the Wee Bits of Tykes
The dear delights of the days of ra: 3
e shrill Iaughber of the *bit laddie and the

as they gaze on the Pistures of
ct puppies and sly monkeyr —and then their

B C on his Shj

in the Rolling (f

hat is Thig ? What $1.00.

s That? 250, Co:k-a-Doodle-Doo,
1.00.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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The story of —
TONBPARE .o 0ioiv00smvrsane
THE EARTH 1N PAST AGES.
THE SoLAR SysTEM. .
A PrEce or Coa. .
THE AT™MOSPHER
Tue Corrox Pra
Ecrieses. .. .
THE ALPHABET.
Bmrp Lirk. ..
BOURAT: vovviis
KiNe Avnrrep,
Evouw...,.,,
ANIMAL Lire.
THE Empige. . .. ..
THE ATLANTIC CARI
ALPINE CLIMBING
A GRAIN oF Wugar, . . fovis
ExriNor CiviLizatioss oF e Lasr
Rarip Transir. ... .. ....... o
PriviTive Max

TREAM ...

Cloth, 25 cents each

Forest AND
PHOTOGRAPHY.

—_—

The books are easy to read and understand, and make delightful companions,

cooneo B A Martin, KO8 36 illustrations

y . F. Chambers, F.R.A.S. 19 illustrations

G. F. Chambers, F.R.A.8. 24 illustrations
H. G. >eele{, F.R.8. 40 illustrations
. Chambers, F.R.A.8, 28 illustrations

Douglas Archibald, 44 illustrations
Wilkinson, F.G.S, 38 illustrations

.......... Edward Clodd. 90 illustrations”
i ..W. P. Pycraft. Illustrated
++.G. B. Rawlings. 21 illustrations

v «..8ir Walter Besant

...... Francis Gribble
.............. William C. Edgar
R. E. Anderson, M. A. Maps
............... Beckles Wilson
Fdward Clodd. 88 illustrations

-.Grant Allan, 49 illustrations
James Rodway, 27 illustrations
............ A. T. Story. 38 illustrations
: by mail 30 cents.

Illustrated Hymns, Etc.

A series of beautifully illustrated volumes,
Printed on a fine finished paper. Illustrated
and bound in presentation style,

85¢. each postpaid.
Nearer, My God, to Thee,
Jesus, Lover of My Soul.
Jerusalem the Golden, Rock of Aies.
Lead, Kindly Light. Abide with Me,
Through the Year with Longfellow.,
“ “ “

Browning,
" 4 ¥, Tennyson,
" o ‘“ Kipling.
“ " ‘“  Shakespears,
“ “ “ Dickens.

Language of Flowers,
Gems of Devotional Poetry,

Helpful Thoughts. Drummond,

ve Lyrics, Imitation of Christ,
Golden Thoughts,

DAILY TEXT BOOKS

Daily Food, Paper, 10c. ; cloth, 15c. ; cloth,
ilt edges, 20c, ; leather, 50c,

A Daily Staff for Life's Pathway, Cloth, 50c,

Daily Strength for Daily Needs. Cloth, net

80c. ; white and gold, net $1.10; morocco

§2.50.

Daily Light on the Daily Path, Morocco,

5 ynpp.di(IAO. b 4 i

oy and Strength for the Pilgrim’s Day,
Cloth, $1.00, . .

Daily Cheer for all the Year, Cloth, 50c.

Postpaid

William Briggs,

Richmond St. West,

29-33 ——

Toronto

Halifax : 8. F. Horsms
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NEw CHRISTMAS

FOR SUNDAY S

Ses entitled The Priceless Gift ang The
brilliant, melodious, singable,
d.

Two Beautifyl Services
R. Frank Lehman ;

undred, not Prepai

A New Cantata—sangy Claus in Japan. delightful, by,
reat Chris mas thought, 1y Wm,
the Pixies,” p, Y $3.00 per dozen,
Nine nd Carols, wi
ymn book
edition of 4 4000 copies “exhay;
100,000 Copies sold).

sted in “one month,
Specimen pages free i

ran
It will probably sy
10 cents single €opy (money refunded if l:uor
also specia] Plans of Payment wit

hout touching the §, g

FOR CHOIRS
Hark ! the Herald Angels Sing, Marzq,
Anthems ] Peace L'Lxm Earth, A

dam Geibel,
Hail to 1

16 cents,
e Lord's Anointed, p,

1o cents,

+ A, Schnecker, 16 cents,
Behold, | Bring Yoy Good Tidings, Adam Geibe), 12 cents,
A Christmas Cantata. T}, Nativity, Adam Geibel,
50 cents per copy,
beatifu] hristmas Solo,
for 25 cents,

by Adam Geihel, fo, high or low v

G A Henty’s Famous B

YEARS
Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing §
used for dren whi], bhing.
?t‘:oobet.h':l the child, 8often; Y e
allays al]

Pain, cures w; d, colio, ulates
the stomach ang bowels,
remedy for diapy)

hoea, Twenty-fiye cents
bottle, Solq by all druggists
:hs vm:ld. Y

'
ight, full of Merry scenes, yet em hnsin’ng the
- Gardner and Adam, Geibel ; w;ll Probably surpass the £ e

rice 30 cents, single copy «

h 245 other pieces in “ World-w,
).y Adam Geibel, R, F,

A charming Canmt, impirnlional
oice, entitled

GEIBEL & LEHMAN

FOR OVER sIxTYy

yrup

8 the gums and

and is the begp

ughoug

World’s Rede.

emer, by Adam Geibel and
5 cents single copy (for 1o cents we 3

mous ** Christmas with

the latest ang
i Wonderful tegy;;

stimonials ; firgy
ass the famoys i

* Uplifted Voices by 'same
k); $25 per hundred,

, rich harmonies,
“A Dream of Peace " mailed anywhere

1226 Arch St., Phitadeiohia, py.
P TE 16th"se, New Spia; Pa

Canadian Edition,

Crown 8vo, cloth.
00 s Fully 1)),

Postagy

Net, 4, 3
e, l%eext:lo‘
The Dragep and the Raven, King Alfreq,
In Freedom's Cause, Wallace anq Bruce.
St. George for England,

Orange ang Green,

e Bravest of the Brave.
One of the R8th.
F

inal Reckonlnc.

Tessey and Poitiers,
Boyne anq Limerick,
The Luddite Riots.
berts at Cabul,

The New Zealand War.
The Ashanti Wa.
Pe'.erbm-ough in Spain,

aterloo,
Bush Life i Australiy,
Facing Death. In the Coa) Mines,
Captain Bayley's Heir, The Goldfields of California,
he Lion of §¢. Mark, Venice in the 14¢), Century,
For the Temple, The Fall of Jerusalem,
e Young Carthlzlnlan. The Timeg of Hanniba],
The Cat of Bubastes, Ancient Egyps,
Y Pike and Dyk The Duteh Republig,
y En‘land'u Aid, The Freeing of the Nethorhndl,
The Lion of the North. Gustavyg Adolphug,
In the Reign of Terror. The French Revolution,
ith Lee in vj

he American Civil Wap,

he Fall of Quebeq,




The Truth
About Stoves

We would like to convince you
that it is not true economy to buy
a cheap stove or range because it
costs little money.

You never get something for
nothing in this world.  We claim
that when you buy a cheap range
you are simply paying for cheap
material and cheap, inexperienced
lahor.

In order that “SOUVENIR ”
Stoves and Ranges shall last, we
make them of the very best material
and employ the most expert workmen in their construction,

‘“ Souvenir” Stoves and Ranges
will not burn out, but will heat and cook perfectly, and will save fuel, save
repairs, save worry and save money.

If not at local dealers write us direct.

Maanufactured by
The Gurney, Tilden Co., Limited
i Hamilton Montreal Vancouver
' Western Ageats

Tilden, Gurney & Co,,
: Wianipeg, Man.




