PAGES

MISSING



Vor. XVIIL]

Foed My Lambs.

“Ir ye love Me,” said the Master,
“1 ask of you a sign :
Gather the little children :
(o, feed these lambs of mine.

« To save their souls from dying,
My life I've freely given ;
Yours be the task to lead them
Up to My own bright heaven.”

« Master, Thou knowest all things,”
OQur inmost hearts reply ;

« Thou knowest that we love Thee,
That we for Thee would die.”

Yet sad and lost they wander
0’er mountains dark and cold,
Hungering still for living bread—

Oh, the myriads of children
Who lift appealing hands

And famine-stricken faces
To these fair, Christian lands !

Far in the sunny tropics,
Far in the North-land cold,
They dwell by us unheeded—
Christ’s lambs, outside the fold.

Lord, by the love we bee~ Thee,
Who died on Calvary

Help us to hold more sacred
Thy precious legacy ;—

Help us to bring the children
From every land to Thee ;

And Thine shall be the kingdom,
Thine shall the glory be.
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These lambs Thou bad’st us fold.

Witnesses.

«T am working alone, and no one heeds !”
Who says so, does not know ;

There are clear eyes wa .ching on every side,
And wherever our feet may go,

We are *‘compassed about with so great a

cloud,”

That if we could only see, .

We could never think that our life is small,
Or that we may unnoticed be !

We seem to suffer and bear alone
Life’s burdens and all its care ;

And the sighs and prayers of the heavy heart
Vanish into the air ;

But we do not suffer, or work alone,
And after a victory won,

Who knows how happy the hosts may be
Who whisper a soft ** Well done !

Oh, do not deem that it matters not
How you live your life below ;

It matters much to the heedless crowd
That you see go to and fro ;

For that is noble and high and good
Has an influence on the rest,

And the world is better for every one
Who is living at his best.

Oh, for a life without reproach,
For a heart of earnestness !
For self forgotten, for meanness slain,
For hands well used to bless !
God, raise us far from the little things,
And make us meet to be
Skilled workers here in the place we fill,
And servants unto Thee !
—Marianne Farningham,

—
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The Sunday-School Parliament of
the Methodist Church.

Tais institution held its Annual Sessions at
the beautiful St. Lawrence Central Camp
Ground, near Brockville. The grounds are
among the most commodious and beautiful that
we have anywhere seen. A steep, and rocky
Cliff rises abruptly from the crystal waters of
the river to a height of from fifty to eighty feet.
This cliff is completely clothed with a dense
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efficient Committee, was o distinguished suc-
ccss,  The programme consisted of lectures,
addresses, and discussions on Sunday-school
topics and cognate subjects, Among those who
tock part in the soveral services were the
Revs. 8. Card, A, B, Chambers, H. ¥. Bland,
Thos. Griffith, W. J. Maxwell, Dr, Suther-
land, T. G. Williams, Dr. Gardener, Dr. Car-
man, Jas. Curtis, Jas, Allen, A. Andrews,
W. H. Butt, C. A. Barnes, Ensq., Judge Mac-
donald, W. H. Withrow, and others. One of
the most instructive discussions followed the
reading of an uriginul and incisive paper, by
the Rev. W. Blair, i\'lnul four reasons why
Sunday-school uhoul§ be abolished. The con-
clusion of the meeting was, that it would be
better to remedy their defects and increase
their efficiency, than to abolish them. They
have come to stay.

Tre SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD.

Through the courtesy of the management of
the Sunday-school Parliament, a whole day was
iven to the meetings of the Sunday-school
ard, consisting of reprosentatives from the
five Ontario Conferences, A business session
lasted from 9 to 12 and was resumed after the
afternoon Lecture. The Rev. A. Andrews gave
a very admirable lecture on Normal Class
Methods, illustrated by the blackboard. It was
felt by the Parliament that one of the great
essentials of the time, is to teach the teachers
and improve the character of the teaching. To
this work, and the eneral promotion og Sun-
day-school interests, Bro. Andrews has been set
apart this year biy the Guelph Conference, and
the Baxner wil hear'.ﬂ{ co-operate with his
efforts in this respect. He will prepare, for a
Teacher's Department in the BANNER, papers
on Normal Class Work, for which we bespeak a
cordial reception and careful study. Bro.
Andrews will also take charge of the Normal
Class Work at the Sunday-school Pailiament
of 1885.

The public meeting of the Board was held in
the evening and was very largely attended.
Dr. Carman, one of the General Superintemlenu
occupied the chair with characteristic nbilit\y,
and the meeting was addressed by the Rev. W.
H. Butt, C. A, Barnes, Esq., Rev. W. J. Max-
well, and Rev, W. H, Withrow, The following
is an abstract of the

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Special prominence has been given to what
may be called tha: missionary u'pemtionu of the
g the tablis

Board, in promot the es t of new

mass of the most Jxuriant foli A little

bay furnishes a convenient place for a dock for
steamboats and emall craft, and the ground
rises in successive terraces to the cottages and
Assembly Tabernacle. This is one of the
largest buildings under one roof, without sup-
port or column, in the Dominion. It will seat
2,000 persons, everyone of whom can distinctl

hools and ti 0or in remote
and needy neighbour’l‘umdl, by means of grants
of books and papers from the Sunday-* chool
Aid and Extension Fund, The growtﬁ of this
Fund, which is sustained by one collection
taken up each year in each ¥ nool, has been
very grntifying.l During the rrst four years

ik b,

hear the speaker.
The Sunday-school Parliament, under the
able management of the Rev. 8. Card and an

of its averaged $524 per

year ; during the second four years, $785 per

‘y;anr. During the last two years the income
as lvengedgﬂ,ﬂ 12 per year.
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The disbursements of this Fund have, as a
matter of course, kept pace with its growth.
The grants of aid to poor schools have advanced
from 84 in the two yeirs preceding the current
quadrennium to over 400 in the last two years.

This rapid growth of the operations of the
Board has, of course, involved a very extensive
correspond more than a tl 1 letters
having been received or written in connection
with this department of the work.*

GraxTs T0 Poor ScHOOLS.

The grants have been distributed through
every province of the Dominion and Island of
Newfoundland, especially in the newer regions
of the Upper Ottawa and the Muskoka and
Algoma territory, in Manitoba and the North-
West, and in the mining settlements of British

Number of Sunday - schools in the four
branches of the Church is 2,707, with 22,434 |
teachers, and 185,062 scholars,*

The most gratifying feature of all in connec-
tion with our schools is that the truths taught
therein prove in thousands of instances the
power olP God unto salvation. In the three
western Conferences of the old Methodist
Church of Canada alone, the nuniber of conver- }
sions of scholars reported during the past year %«
is 6,006. To God be all the praise ! 1 11 h \

TEMPERANCE, 1% 'l . g

Much attention is also given to the c&usL of
temperance, and during the past year in the
same Conferences 16,998 are reported as having
signed the temperance and anti-tobacco pledﬁe
[,)rinted in the class-books. This number will,

Columbia. Many grateful testi have
shown the warm appreciation with which they
have been receive({

In making grants to schools, they are expected
to contr bute, if possible, something toward
these grents, In this way, $480 huve been
received ‘rom schools asking grants, and nearl
as much more has been promised. With eac
school receiving aid a separate account is kept,
which is rendered at regular intervals till the
account is paid, except in cases where the Snn-
day-school Board decides that the grant shall
be absolutely free.

The Fund also pays for printing and mailing
Sunday-school Schedules, Circulars, Reports,
Sunday-school Constitution, etc., and for ex-

ress charges and postage on donations of
gunday-school Libraries.

About 4,000 volumes of second-hand Library
books, donated by schools, have been gratuit-
ously distributed during the last two years.
For these there are always several applications,
and schools can do much good by sending to
the undersigned their old libraries.

Within a very small fraction of the entire
income of the rd is disbursed directly for
the benefit of poor schools, there being no ex-

nses of management beyond a small amount

or postage and petty sundries of the kind.
It is gratifying to observe that the schools
throughout the Connexion are r ding much

btl be largely increased in the future,
as the Sunday-school papers are most pro- &
d in their inculcation of temperance 5:"
principles. Kv

“
\
MIssIONS. O~ A\

Few things are more encouraging than the
growing interest of our Sunday-schools in the
missionary cause. In a considerable number of *
schools what is known as the Blake System—a
method of regular collection by the scholars
throughout the year—has been adopted with
the happiest reuu{ ,and in many places Juven-
ile Missionary Societies have been organized.
Much attention has also been given to mission-
ary topics in the Sunday-school papers and
much missionary information has been imsamd.
In this the Editor has been greatly aided by
letters from a number of missionaries of our
Church in Japan, British Columbia, the North-
West, Newfoundland, and other ‘‘ high places
of the field.” As a result of these combined
efforts, and of the hearty symrntl;g and co-
operation of the Sunday-school officers, the
juvenile missionary offerings have increased
from $15,823 in 1879-80 to 23,235 in 1882-3, an
increase of $7,412.

VERIODICALS.

It is very gratifying to be able to report the
very great increase in the circulation of our ‘’
S

more uniformly and much more ll'bemlly"= to the
appeals made for this Fund. In so doing they
are but fulfilling the exhortation of Scripture :
‘“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ;” they that are strong bear-
ing the infirmities of the weak.

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS.

The number of schools reported tothe Hamil-
ton General Conference was 1,948, with 16,626
teachers and officers and 131,875 scholars, The
latest statistics I can get of the schools of the

day-school periodicals. That circulation,
as returned to the General Conference two
years ago, was in round numbers 132,000, the
present circulation is in round numbers 200,000,
an increase of 58,000 copies. The aggregate
issue of these papers is nearl 30,500,000
pages per year, 100,000 pages during every
working day, and 10,000 every hour. The
moral infl of that t of directly v
religious teaching pouring forth in a ceaseless o~
stream from the press, and being diligentl 50N
taught to the rising generation, is simply incalé, \ \H

- e n

United Church, are as follows :—

* C pondents would ly lighten the labours
of the Secretary, if they would give distinctly their Post
Office, Conference and Province. Many letters omit all
these particulars.

* The Sunday-school statistics for the whole of Canada, b
Newfoundland, and Labrador, as reported by Mr. Porter Uq
to the International Convention is as follows : Schools, »\ ¥y
5,213 ; Teachers, 45,671 ; Scholars, 388,006, It will be ;
seen that the Mcthodist Church has more than half of all/ ¢\
the schools and scholars, and nearly half of all the ( U

hers in the dland, and Labrador, 3 |

\ | & \ w3 -
Ohue 4 149 4" AL N A
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culable—only the great da shall reveal it.
With the greatly widened constituency of
schools resulting from Methodist union, we may
anticipate a greatly increased circulation.

The kind co-operation of the brethren, both
ministerial and lay, is earnestly asked to place
the periodicals of the Methodi t Church in all
Methodist schools, Neither labour nor ex-
pense shall be spared in making them the best,
the most attractive, and the cheapest lesson
helps and Sunday-school papers in the world.

FounpiNe NEW SCHOOLS.

Notwithstanding the growth of our Sunday-
schools, there are a very large number of ap-
pointments—there are some hundreds in_the

gregate—in connection with which no Sun-
dn.y-school!arayetor%a.nimd. These are chiefly
on the missions in the more recently settled

rts of the country, and in its more sparsely-
settled regions. In some cases there are union
schools, where no echools of separate denomina-
tions can be maintained. But where there are

children. Their conversion is more easily
secured in the tender years of youth than when
their hearts have become hardened and per-
verted through the deceitfulness of sin. And
those who are thus early converted to God,
and who are trained up in Christian doctrine,
and in Christian work, in Christian liberality
and in Christian zeal, will be far more useful
members of the Church, will be far more liberal,
and intelligent, and efficient workers in the
cause of God, than those who in adult years
are won from the world,

We see, thercfore, the solemn duty, the
grave responsibility, resting upon it. How
often, by willful and sinful neglect the children
who have been baptized into Christ’s family
and nursed in the lap of piety, are allowed to
drift away, away on a shoreless sea without
chart or compass, to make shipwreck of their
lives on the rocks and reefs of temptation and
sin. O let us save the children, let us save
the youth, that we may save the world ! Let
the motto for the year be, *‘a school at every

no such schools the assistance of the ministers
is urgently solicited, that in every place where
there is Nfethodint preaching there may also be
a Methodist Sunday-school. It is in helpinﬁ
this work that the Sunday-school Aid an

Extension Fund has been most useful in the
past, and may be expected to be increasingly
useful in the future. Scores of mew schools
have been established by its help—as many as
six applications having been received in a single
day ?m' aid in establishing new schools. If

app t—a revival in every school.”
(Signed) W. H. Witiire v,
Srcr!larg of 8. S. Board.
ExtrActs From LETTERS.

The following extracts from a few out of the
many hundreds of letters received by the Sec-
retary of the Board, will show the thankful
anpreciation with which the donations to poor

brethren will only organize, in every place
where even a handful of children can be
gathered, a school under Methodist manage-
ment, the Society will grant liberal aid in the
way of Sunday-school papers and lesson helps.

pecial prominence will be given, as hereto-
fore, to Canadian, Methodist, and issi y
topics, especially to the mission work of our
own Church, which will make our papers much
better adapted for our own schools than any
others can possibly be.

Tue Doty pr UNITED METHODISM.

As a result of Methodist union, the Sunday-
school constitueney for which this Board acts
and to whose liberality it appeals is largely in-
creased in extent. . It is confident] icipated

18 are received :

A missionary on the French Shore, New-
foundland, writes :—

¢ The granting of the above application will
be a boon to the settlement, for we are the
only evangelical denomination, and have to
conv?nn\ with Ritualists, who to the prestige of

s add the infl of wealth., Our
people are for the greater part of the fisherman
class and can do but little more than they are
doing to support Methodism in the place. We
.have been hindered by lack of means to push
on our work, but with help from the Sunday-
school Fund, we may be successful in training
up the children to fear God.”

Others are as follows :—

issi y in New Brunswick, who has

that there shall be a-corresponding increase
in the efficiency and extent of its operations.
Her schools are, we think, the most important
sphere of the Church’s work. Here she may
most successfully fulfil the Savicur's parting
admonition, ** Feed my lambs.” Here she may
best fuide their footsteps to the green pastures
of salvation by the river of the water of life.
Here she may train them for service in the
Church on earth, and for endless reward in the
Church on high.  She cannot without recreanc

to her solmn trust allow the lambs of the floc

to escape from the fold and wander amid the
mazes of error and sin. The school is not an
end in itself, but only the nursery for the
Church and for heaven, No results are satis-
factory that do not secure the salvation of the

tablished several new schools, writes : ** The
people are very poor, and the Missionary Soci-
ety is truly doing important work for God
among this and some other outlying places on
this circuit, so any grant which the Sabbath-
school Board can make us will be a blessing to

our work. I am sure our Sabbath-school
papers are doing no small work for Methodism
and Christianity in the bounds of this Confer-
ence.”

A missionary near the Rocky Mountains who
has just started three new schools—one forty
miles away—writes : * If the people were able
to furnish the schools with papers, etc., I would
be the last one to call on the Sabbath-school
Mission Fund to aid us ; but, my brother, they

are not. I expect to reise quite a good sum by




THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 293

collection for the Sabbath-school Fund, but in
the meantime must call on the Society for help.
I find the other Churches are doing all they
can to catch the young people; but by hard
labour and help from our brethren in Ontario
I think we can hold our own. So I may say,
brother, if we won't aid the people in Sabbath-
school work, others will, and that right early.”

A missionary in British Columbia, writing
for Sunday-school papers, says: ‘‘I find that
about half the people I visit never come to
church nor read any religious literature from
one year to another.”

A missionary in Algoma writes: * Under
very adverse circumstances we have started a
Sunday-school, but it is very hard work to
keep up the interest without papers. Could
you not manage to get a donation for us for one
year, and I think T am safe in saying that in
another year we will be self-supporting.”

From Nova Scotia a Brother sends $3, and
says: *“ As a result of your liberal .grant the
attendance of Sunday-school scholars is materi-
ally increased ; and the excellent papers you
send are anxiously looked for and very much
appreciated.”

A Missionary on Lake Nipissing says : *The
feople desire me to return their best thanks
or the kind aid afforded them. Gladly would
they take the papers and pay for them were
they able. A pagan Indian read them with
much interest ; has children attending school.
We have preaching station ten miles %rom the
village. Only a handful, yet have gathered
40 children in school.”

A Missionary in Newfoundland writes: ““The
teachers have made up their minds to let every
scholar have one of the papers. We intend
that each scholar shall pay, but as our people
are poor we must wait until summer, and a
;:ollecti'on in fish will be made. I will be good

or $4.”

Another Missionary writes: ‘‘I believe it is
your custom to help weak and struggling
schools. Our cause is very weak here, nn§ we
have not been'able to have a school. But
lately my wife started a class in the parsonage
—began with seven, now has twenty. We are
not able to buy and pay for any papers, etc.”

A year ago we had but two schools on this
circuit, now we have five.”

*“Since opening the school our congregation
has, I think, doubled.”

““The papers are doing immense service here,
getting into homes where High Church doctrines
are sent in tract form. You will find that much
fruit will come of it.”

(In one case a school was opened in a cow
stable, and by the example thus given many
others were stimulated to activ ty.)

This is the sort of work that this fund is
doing. We are sure it will commend itself to
every school in the land.

Temporance Lessons.

Taue International Sunday-school Convention
at Louisville adopted a resolution requesting the
Lesson Committee to provide for a lesson on
temperance for each quarter’s studies. Lest
many of the friends of temperance should look
for the immediate appearance of such lessons
and be disappointed, it is well to say that the
lessons for 1885 and 1886 are already selected,
-—these years being included in the second
seven years' course, The term of this commit-
tee expired with the Louisville Convention, but
their work extends forward so as to include the
above dates, It would not be proper to antici-
pate the action of the new committee with
respect to this or any other special subject.
The future must determine. The new course
to be provided by it will begin with the year
1887.—Bible Teacher.

s A QP

A MAN often deserves more credit for holding
on to a dwindling school, or a scanty teachers’
meeting, or a thinniug class, than if he held on
where things moved briskly and numbers were
at their highest. Any worker, in a live Sab-
bath-school or in a dead-and-alive one, ought
to do his best to secure an improvement in hi
charge ; but the poorer the condition of the
school the greater the need, and hence the
possible value of his work. It is a shame for a
Sabbath-school worker to close a school, to

pend a teachers’ ting, or to give up a
class, on the ground of its sickliness, The
writer once visited a poverty-stricken home,
where he saw an emaciated little child lying in
evident neglect on an uncleanly bed. ~ Askin,
the mother if a physician had seen that child,
he learned that nothing was being done for the
little one. ““And why not?” he inquired.
“Ah ! it's a sickly one. It's not worth the
raising,” was the cold-blooded response. That
mother did'nt propose to waste her strength

n a dead-and-alive little one. And she was
of much the same spirit as a Sabbath-school
worker who abandons his charge because of its
sickliness, —Sunday-School Times.

THe great need of the church of the present
time is not so much a higher brain-culture as a
deeper heart-culture. For increased effective-
ness in all her work, the conscious quickening
of the Holy Spirit is needed.

Tue superintendent who is to be a real
spiritual power in his school must be a man of
true Christian dignity, and not given to trifling,
though he may at the same time be on intimate
and familiar terms with both the teache:s and
the pupils.  While intellect is by no means to
be despised, it must be remembered that the
real foundation of per t and ding
spiritual power must be in the heart and not in
tEe head. The man who feels down in his
heart that tie chief end of his work as a sup-
erintendent is to gather the scholars in to the
fold of Christ, is sure to have spiritual power
in his work.—Congregationalist.
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ANALYSIS OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE TWO YEARS, 1883-4.

RECEIPTS.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THREE MONTHS WITH SOLOMON AND THE BOOKS OF WISDOM.
OCTOBER, 18S4.

Nore.—The P verses to be itted to memory are indicated by an index (44F'] at the side.
B.C. 1015.]

i - [October 5.
LESSON I.—SOLOMON SUCCEEDING DAVID.
1 Kings 1. 22-35.
22 And, lo, while she yet and g blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God

v talked with the king, Nathan | save l,(ing Solomon, . S
o i f18am, 10. 1; 16. 3,12; 28 , 2. 4; 5.3; chap.
'h;:}"xg}‘fi:::; ;;{?‘e a:'e king; 10, 10's Sams, 16,10 8 Kings 9. 183 11, id.

saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. ~And when 35 Then ye shall come up after him, that he
he was come in before the king, he bowed | may come and sit upon my throne ; for he _shnll
himself before the king with his face to the | be kmtun my stead: and I have appointed
ound. vana oo T him to be rnler over Israel and over Judah.
24 And Nathan said, My Lord, O king, hast .
thou said, Adonijah Bhnllyreign after me, and GENERAL NTATEMENT.
he shall sit upon my throne? David was worn out with care and trouble,
25 For he is gone down this day, and hath | and in premature old age remained in the
slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abun- | seclusion of his palace. There were two parties
dance, and hath called all the king's sons, and | in the court on Tount Zion struggling for the
the captains of the host, and Abiathar the | throne which was soon to be vacant, and great
riest ; and, behold, they eat and drink before results were at stake between them. The
im, and say, @ God save King Adonijah. worldly, godless element, which would make
a Let King Adonijuh live; 1 Sam, 10, 74; 2 Sam. | Israel {ike the surrounding nations, and quench
the religious light of the world, was headed by
Adonijah, David’s eldest living son, & hand-
some prince, but wanting every iingly quality.
With him were associated most of the nobility,
Abiathar, the senior high-priest, and Joab, the
powerful and unscrupulous general of the army.
These leaders planned a coup d’etat by which
they might seize the power of the realm while
David was still living, shut up in his chamber,

16, 16; 2 Kings 11. 12; 2 Chron. 23. 11,

26 But me, even thy servant, and Zadok the
priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and
thy secvant Solomon, hath he not called.

27 Is this thing done by my lord the king,
and thou hast not showed it unto thy servant,
who should sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him?

24 28 Then king David answered and !ﬂilll,
Call me Bath-sheba. And she came b into the 1ot s .. '

e i ki and awaiting his end. The other party in the
s 7: R:ﬁ?:ﬁ\‘u'k‘l‘::‘;l e g court represented the smaller but |vpurcr element

a7 29 And the k-ing sware, and said, As the in Israel, and its aim was to place h‘nlmn.m:.
@ Lord liveth, that 4 hath redeemed my soul the youngest, but by far the best, of David's
out of all distress, sons, upon the throne. In this movement,

@ Judies 8. 10+ 1 Sam. 25. 34: 2 Sam, 4, 9; 2 8am, | which contained the spiritual hopes of Israel
12, 5.~ Gen. 48.16; Pra. 19, 14; 315, 7; 34,19, 22; and the world, four influential persons were

‘g; '130 b Vl.‘:l‘l:s“ ll‘:'\:.-::c 5::‘1 1o thies by the Lord lcallers 3 Bath-nhehu= the favourite queen, and
30 K f ;S g
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy | ¢logest :_‘)(f)ll%'l?l‘:!ll‘lte of the k:::go; “Nauthan, :::Z
son sh{;ll reign after me, and he shall sit npon | head of the prophetical order, and the repre-
my throne in my stead ; even so will I certainly | gentative of t‘w class who lived nearest to God ;

do this day. Zadok, the one more influential of the two
31 Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to high-priests ; and Benaiah, the chief of the

the earth, and did reverence to the king, and king's body-guard. We may readily believe

taid, cL::lf ;“’Y [l',‘;‘.'l‘l Zk:“g David live forever. | that above all the intrigues around the dying

23 ‘And King David sid, Call me Zadok the | bed of David, the divine providenos whs Sver
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah ruling to bring to pass the best interests of the
the son of Jehoiada. And they came before chosen people, and, through them, of the
the king, whp[e worlf . For, strange as it may seem, the

33 'I'Ee king also said unto them, Take d with religious history of continents unborn was at
you the servants of your lord, and cause Solo- | Poise in the contests of that little land between
mon my son to ride upon ¢ mine own mule. and the Jordan n.nvl.the sea. Our lesson, with tl}e
bring him down e to a{i’hon. . context around it, uu[:plies an important link in

42 Sam, 20. 6.—¢ Which belongeth to me ; Esth, | this historic chain, showing how the schemes of
8.—e 2 Chron. 32. 30, \ Adonijah were thwarted, and Solomon obtained

6.
34 And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the | a peaceful possession of his father’s empire, at
prophet f anoint him there king over Israel : | that period the largest in the world.
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICA L
NOTESN.

Verse 22. While she yet talked.
Bath-sheba, the queen, and mother of Solomon,
was in the presence of David, giving him infor-
mation of Adonijah’s conspiracy. Nathan.
He was to David the faithfu friend, the prudent
counsellor, and the inspired messenger of God.
The prophet. The prophets were men who
lived in communion with God, and instructed
the people in religious truth. Some of them
possessed gifts of inspiration, and bore God’s
messages to kings and gﬂ\eople. Also came
in. To the palace of King David, who was
now in old age and infirmity.

93, They told the king. Nathan
entered the ‘)alace, but did not come into the
king's chamber until summoned : and at his
coming, Bath-sheba retired. Ver. 28. He
bowed himself. There was evidently far
more ceremony in David’s court than in Saul’s,
as was natural with the growth and prosperity
of the kingdom. As the king was the repre-
sentative of the Almighty, even the prophet
bowed low before him._ 1. He who is faithful
to God is the most loyal to the State.

24. Nathan said. There was courage,
statesmanship, and religion in the conduct of
Nathan : courage, for if Adonijah’s plan had
succeeded, himself and all the friends of Solo-
mon would inevitably have been put to death ;
statesmanship, in perceiving where the true
interests of Israel lay, and in promptly work-
ing for them ; religion, because as prophet he
knew that Solomon was God’s choice as the
successor of Davil. Hast thou said.
Literally, ** thou hast said : " no question heing
asked, in order to make the disclaimer of Davic
more emphatic. Adonijah shall reign.
Adonijah was a man between thirty and forty
years old, and the next in order of David’s
sons after Absalom. He was handsome, vain,
and ambitious; but cowardly, since he re-
nounced his plan and forsook his friends at the
first news of opposition. His failure was for-
tunate for Israel, for his success would have
been a worldly prosperity, without the spiritual
results of Solomon's reign. 2. God knows how
to overrule wicked ambition in the lish
ment of his own purposes.

25. He is gone down. To hold at
En-rogel a feast which was to inaugurate his
accession to the throne. Slain oxen. At
oriental feasts the animals to be eaten are slain
on the spot, immediately before the banquet.
Called all the king's sons, There were
living as many as fifteen sons of David, each of
whom had his own little court and family.
Adonijah’s purpose was to enlist as many as
posnib{e of the royal household in his con-
spiracy. The captains of the host.

oab, the commander of the army, and his
immediate followers. Abiathar the
riest. He had been the friend of David in
is wanderings, but had perhaps become jealous
of Zadok, who was associated with him in the

priestly office. God save king Adoni-
ah. The customary acclamation of a new
ing.

26. But me, Nathan himself had not
been invited, because he was known to be
friendly to Solomon. Zadok the priest.
Belonging to the line of Eleazar, as Abiathar
to the line of Ithamar. Both priests exercised
office, and were probably opposed to each
other’s influence. Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada. The chief of David’s body-guard,
and a brave soldier ; who was rising to influ-
ence above the veteran Joab, His exploits are
narrated 2 Sam. 33. 20, 21. Thy servant
Solomon, He was Y‘uaed over in the invi-
tations because he was known to be an aspirant
for the crown, and designated by the prophet
as David's successor.

27. Done by my lord. Nathan well
knew that it was against David’s will, but put
his statement into the form of an indirect
question, to gain an answer. Not showed
it. As the chief counsellor and divinely-
appointed prophet, Nathan might expect to
share the knowledge of the king's plans. 3. It
is wise in public matters to take counsel with
men of God.

28, 29. King David answered. His
words and acts were those of a king, who knew
his own will, and gave prompt direction for its
execution. Call me Bath-sheba. Who
had gone out when Nathan entered the room.
As the Lord liveth, Notice how every
act of David is performed in God’s name. 4.
There is a profane and there is a reverent use
of the holy name in our speech. Redeemed
my soul, David never forﬁot that it was
God’s hand which had led and preserved and
uplifted him. 5. Let us always see and own
God’s mercy in our lives.

30. I swear unto thee. We do not
know when this promise of David was made,
but it was doubtless under a divine direction.
Solomon....shall reign. Solomon, the
younger son of David and Bath-sheba, was
chosen as king to the exclusion of the older
sons of David, because in him David saw those
kingly qualities which would make his throne
illustrious and religions. This day. He
proceeds at once to fulfil his earlier promise.

31, 32, Bowed with her face. Grate-
ful for this pledge, which was without doubt
the means of saving her life from the hands of
Adonijah’s partisans. Call me Zadok....
Nathan....Benaiah, Three of the high-
est personages in the court, and most intimately
associated with the kin?; the high-priest, the
quophet, and the chief of the body-guard.

heir presence would show that the coronation
of Solomon was by David's orders.

33. The servants of your Lord.
The royal body-guard, composed not of Israel-
ites, but of foreigners ; and called * the Chere-
thites and Pelethites.” To ride upon
mine own mule, The animal set apart for
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the king’s own use. According to the rabbis,
it was death to ride upon the king's mule
without his permission. Down to ihon.
A place near Jerusalem variously located, as
north-west of the Jaffa gate; in the valley
Tyropweon ; and in the Kedron Valley, at
En-rogel. The latter location would place it
one hundred yards from the spot where Adoni-
jah and his friends were feasting, and in their
sight.

34, Anoint him king. Itisa tradition
of the Jews that the kings of David’s house
were anointed in succession from the same
flask of oil, until the last drops were poured
upon the head of Josiah, the young reformer.

low ye. Trumpets were used to call
attention to great events and to betoken
general rejoicing.

35. Come up after him, Solomon
being at the head of the procession, and lead-
ing the way to the palace on Mount Zion.
have appointed. David was king by
divine cali and Eopulnr will ; Solomon, by
appointment_of his father. Over Israel
and over Judah. Thus early do we notice
that Judah and Israel were regarded as distinct
elements in the kingdom.

GOLDEN TEXT.

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the
God of thy father, and serve him with a per-
feet heart, and with a willing mind,—1 Chron.
28. 9.

OUTLINE,

1. The Prophet, V. 22,

2, The False King, v. 24-27.

3. The True King, v. 28-35.

LESSON HIVDIINS,
No. 6, S. S. Hymnal.

When, his salvation bringing.

No. 20, S. 8. Hymnal.
Leaning on thec, my Guide and Friend.
No. 301, 8, 8. Hymnal.
Thanks to God for every blessing.
Time.—B. C. 1015
PLACE.—J erusalem.

CoxxgctiNG LiNk. — Adonijah’s Rebellion.
1 Kings 1. 1-21.

ExPLANATIONS, — While she yet talked—Bath-
sheba, the mother of Solomon, was telling King
tonantt

body-guard of the king. Upon mine own mule—
This was a mark of royalty, as only the heir to
the throne was allowed to ride upon the mule
set part for the king’s use. Anoint him there—
This was the service by which he was formally
Emclnimcd king. The oil used was sacred, and

ept for this purpose only.  Sit upon my
throne—David was now too feeble to sit upon
the throne in person. [ have appointed him—
David appointed, but under the divection of
God.

HOM! READINGS,
M. Solomon suc ceding David, 1 Kings 1.
22.35

Tu. Solomo: ited.

W. The d« it David,

Th. Charged to fear God. S

F. The first king anointed, _Luke 7. 36-50.

S. The Saviour anointed. - Luke 7. 36-50.

8. The grace of God. Psa. 23. 1-6.
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. The Prophet, v. 22, 23. What king
and queen were in_conference ! What visitor
was announced? What promise had Nathan
made to Bath-sheba? What homage did the
prophet pay to the king?

9. The False King, v. 24-27. What
question did the prophet ask of David? With
what treasonable act did he charge the king's
son? Whom had Adonijah called to his aid?
What had they done? Whom had he left
uninvited? Why had he avoided them? v. 8.
What complaint did Nathan make ?

3. The True King, v. 28-35. What re-
ly did David make? Who answered the
ing's call? To whom had he promised the

kingdom? By whose direction was Solomon
chosen? 1 Chron, 22. 9, 10. When did David
propose to redeem his promise? How did the
queen receive this pledge? What was her
prayer?
TEACHINGS OF THE LESNON,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. A son'’s inyutitude?

2, A prophet’s loyalty ?
3. A promise fultilled?

Tur Lrsson Carecuism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. What did Nathan ask of David?
If Adonijah should reign after him. 2. What
called forth this question? Adonijah had de-
clared himself David's successor. 3. What did
David promise Bath-sheba? That her son
Solomon should be king. 4. What did David

1 should be dome? That Solomon

1 Kings 1. 36-49.
1 Kings 2. 11,
1 Chron, 28. 1-10.

David of Adonijah’s attempt to make h

king. Bowed himself— According to the East-
ern custom in the presence of kings. Hast thou
said—He asked whether David had ordered
that Adonijah should be king. Call me Bath-
sheba -She had gone out when Nathan came
in. Redeemed my soul—David never forgot
that it was God who had delivered him from
his enemies, [ sware unto thee—David had
made a solemn promise, calling upon God to
witness, that Solomon should succeed him on
the throne. The servants of your lord—The

should be anointed king. 5. What were they
commanded to say? “God save king Solomon.”

DoCTRINAL SUGGESTION, —The promises of
God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Prophet, v. 22, 23. Who was
talking with the king, and about what? v. 15-
21, What was her cause for anxiety? Who
came in afterward ? On what former occasion
had he advised the king? [Lesson IIL, Third
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Quarter.] What was a Erophet, and with
what authority did he speak ?

2. The False King, v. 24-27. Who
was he, and what was he (\oing'.' Who were
associated with him, and why? Who were
not invited, and for what reason? What was
the purpose in all this? Why was this con-
duct disloyal ?

3. The True King, v. 28-35. Who was
he, and wherein was he the true king? What
was the meaning of his name, and the promise
connected with him? 1 Chron. 22. 9, 10
‘What measures were now taken for his corona-
tion? What result followed to the false king ?
v. 49-53. What was David’s advice to Solomon
in the GoLpex Texr?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
How does this lesson show—

1. The fruitlessness of schemes against God’s
plans ?

2. The duty of faithfulness to promises ?

3. Wherein Solomon illustrates Christ as
king?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who came to see King David? Nathan the
rophet. What did Nathan ask David?
Whether he had made Adonijah king. Who
was Adonijah? David’s oldest living son.

What had Adonijah done? He had made a
great feast. Whom did he call to the feast?
The king's sons, the captains of the army, and
Abiathar the priest. Why did Adonijah invite
them to this feast ? So that they would make
him king in David’s place. To whom had
David promised the throne? To Solomon.
Who was Solomon? The son of David and
Bath-sheba. What did the king solemnly
renew before Bath-sheba? His pledge that
Solomon should succeed to the throne. In
whose name did he give this pledge? In the
name of the Lord. Whom did David send for?
Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah. What did the
king tell them to do? To bring Solomon to
Gihon. Where was Gihon? West of Jeru-
salem. What were they to do there? Anoint
Solomon king of Tsrael? What was Solomon
then to do? To come and rule over Israel in
David’s place. [Repeat GoLpeN TEXT.]

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

Is God your King? Then what does he see
in your heart? Does he find in it truth and
honesty, or falsehood and deceit? Does he
find in it real love for him, and a desire to do
his will, or love for yourself and for your own
way ? Remember, if you love anything better
than you love God, he is not your King.
“Thou art my King, O Lord.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Nolomon n 'T'ype of Christ,
1. AN OPPOSED KING.
Adonijah. .. .is gone down. v. 24, 25.

“ Heathen rage. . . .rulers take counsel.”
Psa. 2.1, 2.
II. A BIRTHRIGHT KING.
Assuredly Solomon thy son. v. 30.
“Unto the Son....Thy throne.” Heb.
1. 8.
I11. A COVENANT KING.
He shall sit upon my throne. v. 30.
“1 will declare the decree.” Psa. 2. 7.
IV. AN ANOINTED KING.
Anoint him there king. v. 34.
“ He hath anointed me.” Luke 4. 18.
V. AN ENTHRONED KING.
Sit upon my throne. v. 35. N
“God .... hath highly exalted him.”
Phil. 2. 9, 10.
V1. AN UNIVERSAL KING.
Over Israel and over Judah. v. 35.
“Other sheep....one fold.” John 10.
15.
VII. A RiGHTEOUS KING.
Serve him .... perfect heart. (Golden

ext.
“ A king shall reign in righteousness.”
Isa. 32. 1.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
The Kingdom of God.

1. The kingdom of God on earth receives
the active support of those who, like the
prophet Nathan, are in close fellowship with
God, and receive his word. v. 22. 23.

2. The kingdom of God is op}aosed by
the baser and worldly elements of society,
men like Adonijah and Joab, who have
their own selfish interests to serve. V.
24,2

43. 5The kingdom of God is under the direct
care of the Almighty, and the subject of his
gracious promise. V. 30.

4. The kingdom of God requires for its
establishment all the energy of man, under
the direction of the Spirit, v. 32.

5. The kingdom of God presents in har-
mony the two aspects of religion, the exter-
nal and the internal,the form and experience,
as represented by Zadok and Nathan. v.

34

6. The kingdom of God brings sudden
confusion to the plots of selfish and worldly
m

en.
7. The kingdom of God ushers in an era
of peace and prosperity.

CATECHISM QUESTION.
11, How is God faithful and true?
His words are always true and his promises
can never fail,
(God is not a man, that he should lie ; neither
is he the son of man, that he should repent.—
Numbers 23. 19.
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A God of truth and without iniquity, just
and right is he.—Deuteronomy 32. 4.

God, who cannot lie.—Titus 1. 2.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins,—1 John 1. 9.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

IN the old days when the Moors had rule
over Spain, there lived two princes, one of
whom had usurped the kingdom that ought
to have been his brother’s. The latter, whose
name was Yusuf, was shut up in prison,
where he used to beguile his time by playing
chess with his friendly jailer. One day a
messenger arrived at the prison with orders
that Yusuf should be put to death. The
doomed prince was in the middle of a game
of chess, and he quietly asked for permission
to finish it before he died. Leave being grant-
ed, the game went on slowly, but at last
“checkmate” was given, and the messenger
demanded immediate execution. At that
moment a second messenger, panting and ex-
cited, rushed in with the news that theusurper
had suddenly breathed his last,and jailerand
messengers fell at the feet of the man who
but a moment before was doomed to die,
and did him homage as their sovereign, A
wonderful change—from the sword of the
executioner to the throne of the land. Nor
was the change that had befallen the usurper
less striking—from the throne to the grave.
Dark as was the lot of Yusuf at the beginning
of this story, who would not prefer it to the
lot of his brother? For who is there that
does not believe in the saying : “ All’s well
that ends well?”

A very similar reverse of fortune is shown
us in the passage for to-day. We see David,
old and infirm, paying apparently little heed
to what is passing around him. While he is
resting quietly in his chcmber, his son
Adonijah has been setting himself up as
king. Adonijah has laid his plans carefully,
assuming beforehand a royal state, (ver. s,)
in order to familiarize the people with the
idea of his exaltation. He has won over the
most powerful man in the kingdom, Joab,as
well as Abiathar the priest, (ver. 7,) and has
taken into his counsel all his younger
brothers, with the exception of one. There
is a grand coronation feast held at En-rogel,
and Adonijah is saluted king of all Israel.
Everything looks bright before him, and
he has not a suspicion of failure. Ver. 42.

But the triumph of Adonijah means loss
and destruction to others. Why has Solo-
mon alone of the sons of David not been in-
vited to the feast? Because he is Adonijah’s
rival ; the kingdom of right belongs to him,

by the choice of God, and the appointment
of his father. And what will be his fate, and
that of his mother, when King David is no
more, and the usurper in full possession of
the throne? We have but to call to mind the
fate of Prince Arthur under his uncle, King
Jjohn ; of the two little princes in the Tower
under Richard I11. ; of the Duc d'Enghien
under the first Napoleon; and of the
innumerable younger brothers of Eastern
potentates, sacrificed to the jealousy and fear
of their relatives, to understand what a dark
day had dawned for Solomon and for Bath-
sheba. Vers. 12, 21.

But in a few short hours a great change
has taken place, Solomon, anointed with
the sacred oil, sits on the throne of his
father, and all Israel rejoices (vers. 40, 47)in
the accession of the king chosen by God, the
king under whom they have been promised
peace and prosperity. 1 Chron. 22. 9. Truly
a great change for Solomon.

But not less great is the remorse that has
fallen upon Adonijah. Instead of a sovereign
he is a fugitive and a suppliant ; instead of
sitting on a throne he clings to the horns of
the altar, deserted by all his friends. Ver.
49-51.  The day ends “well ” with Solo-
mon, but it closes in defeat and shame for
Adonijah.

How were these changes brought about ?
By the watchfulness of Nathan the prophet,
by the interposition of Bath-sheba, and by
the prompt action to which King David was
roused. But underlying all these was the
purpose and word of God. By what means
this change was effected could not have been
foreseen. But the change was bound to take
place, for God had declared that Solomon
should be king.

Life is full of reverses, great and small,
but the great change comes at the end—
either a change like that which came to the
Moorish prince Yusuf, and to Solomon, or a
change like that which fell on the usurpers.
There will be the ending well, or the ending
ill.  Which would we prefer? There is no
doubt about the answer. There is no one
who would not choose the lot of Solomon
before that of Adonijah. The thing to be
noted is that the great change will take
place in harmony with the word of God.

Look at that young man, proud of his
health and vigour, making out his own path,
assuming the sovereignty over his own life,
determined at all costs to please himself.
What has God said about him? “ Rejoice,
O young man, in thy youth; and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth,
and walk in the ways of thine own heart,
ar . in the sight of thine eyes; but know
thou, that for all these things God will bring
thee into judgment.” Eccl. 11.9. Will that
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be a welcome change? It is as sure as the
fate which came upon Adonijah.

But look at another—not seeking great
things for himself, but content to follow
Ciwrist, to “take up his cross,” and deny
himself, to wait for his best things till God’s
time shall come. What is the word about
him? “ The kingdom and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people
of the saints of the Most High.” Dan. 7. 27.
A wondrous change ! but as certain as the
triumph of Solomon. ~ With which shall we
choose to cast in our lot?

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class.

It would be a good plan to show to the
school a map of the world, and mark the
place of Palestine on it ; then to show how
in the events of that little land were involved
the religious destiny of all the earth. Take
up the lesson historically, and show : 1. The
parties in the court ; 2. The plot of Adoni-
jah ; 3. The coronation of Solomon...Then
take up the lesson in its spiritual aspects,
and show, first, Israel at this stage of the
history as the land representing the kingdomn
of God. This topic is presented in the Ad-
ditional Practical Lessons, which may be
studied. Call attention to the factthat in the
strife of parties in the political Israel, God
was reigning in the interest of his own
spiritual Israel....A second line of thought
is given in the Analytical and Biblical Out-
line, namely, Solomon, the king of Israel, a
type of Christ, the true Son of David....
Thus the two spiritual themes to be sought
for in this lesson are: 1. The kingdom of
God ; 2. The king of God’s kingdom. Let
the teacher find and present these, giving
but brief space to the merely historical part
of the lesson.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M, V. N,

LESSON THOUGHT. Coming to the King-
dom.

1. Here are two crowns, one broken, one
whole. What king have we been studying
about? Yes, David. Now he had been king
torty years, and vas growing old and feeble.
WV ho chose David to be king? Did he wear
a whole crown, or a broken one? Which
one of his sons tried to break his father’s
crown? Did he do right? How did God
punish him? Print “ Chosen by God.” As
God chose David, so now he chose David’s
successor. Sometimes a son takes his
father’s place in business when the father
grows old, or when he dies. Then he is his

father’s successor. God chose David’s son
Solomon to be king after him ; or, to be his
successor. Print “Solomon” above the
whole crown.  Bat another son ot David
wanted to be king. God had not chosen him,
but he wanted his own way. Print “ Adoni-
jah” above broken crown and tell how
he made a great feast, and expected to be
crowned king while his father was yet living.
Which of these sons was the true heir
to the kingdom? Yes, Solomon, because
God wanted him to be king. Print “True”
under whole crown, and “False” under
broken one. Tell remainder of the lesson
story, making clear the fact that Adonijah’s
sin was in his self-love, which led him to pre-
fer his own way to God’s way.

2. What is the name of the King before
whom a great many years ago little children
cried, “ Hosanna to the Son of David ?”
Yes, Jesus. Is Jesus a King now? Yes,
and he has a great many sons and daughters.
He is King of all earth and of heaven,too He
will never die. Once he came and lived
here, and died on the cross, so that he might
make us “kings and priests unto God.” So
now there is a kingdom for each one who will
obey him and choose his way. The true
child of God will have a whole crown—a
crown of life. God has chosen each one to
have a whole crown, but some will choose to
have their own way, as Adonijah did, and
so will lose their crowns ! We would all
like to be kings. How shall we come to
the kingdom—as Solomon did, in God’s
way, or as Adonijah tried to do, in_his own
way? We shall f2i! «f we try to have our
own way. Jesus says, “1 am the way.”
Come to Jesus, Obey Jesus. Ask him to
teach you, to lead you, to show you the right
path, and you will surely find the right way
to the kingdom that will never end.  Sing,
“I'm the child of a King.”

Lesson Word-Pletures.

O how the trumpets are blowing, long,
loud, and clear ! And how the people are
shouting, “God save king Adonijah!”
Sheep and oxen and fat cattle are giving up
their lives at the stone of Zoheleth only that
a usurper and a noisy crowd of parasites may
have a feast of fat things together. Does
King David know it that Adonijah has gone
to Zoheleth with a clattering crowd of horse-
men, with rumbling chariots, and doubtless
with his fifty bawling runners ? King David?
Heisold. His eyes are dim. He cannot
see that a crown is sliding off from his head
on to the head of Adonijah. He isdeaf. He
hears not the bawling runners. He cannot
smell the savory feast delighting Joab,
Abiathar, and other traitors. Heisa eeble
old man. He holds out to the compassionate
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sunshine thin, helpless hands, blue with the
cooler blood of many years. He dozes and
dreams while Adonijah with all the strength
of a vigorous maturity is vaulting up into
an old man’s throne, Hold! Don't leap,
Adonijah! A bright-eyed, sharp-witted
mother has gone before the deaf, dim-eyed,
shivering, nodding old king. ~ With what a
graceful, queenly sweep of her robes she
bows before the king! And then she wakes
up his sleepy majesty with the story of

Adonija™’s treason! ‘And see! Another |

seeks an audience with David. With his
prophet’s robes, surely he must be a messen-
ger from the Lord ! He stands before the
throne, and low he bows “with his face to
the ground.” He, too, tells the stery of
Adonijah’s treason. Where is Bath-sheba ?

Call her oncemore. She stands before the |

king again, a queenly woman in form and
face, the mother of Solomon. In tones
steadied by excitement, his eyes lighting up
with the old fire of youth, his form straight-
ening, he solemnly swears that Solomon
shall be king. Down to the ground again,

like a palm bending low, bows the imperial |

woman. The king is looking round, Where
is Zadok, the priest ! Where is Nathan, the
prophet? Where is Benaiah, the mighty man

of war? Ho, men of God and men of war ! |

Take Solomon, place him on the king’s own
shapely mule, ride to Gihon, and anoint

Solomon as king. Away they go, Cherethites |

and Pelethites accompanying. What a

goodly sight! How everybody gathering |

at Gihon must have stared! Up, Zadok,
lift the horn of oil above Solomon and anoint
him king ! Blow, far-echoing trumpet, blow !
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Pipe, O players on pipes, and shout all ye
people, “ God save King Solomon !”

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPH, B8Q.

DIRECTIONS. Draw a crown with yellow
chalk. Make it like the one in the diagram,
or simply draw a circle, and write the word
Crown in it. With white chalk make irregu-
lar lines representing a web. The crown re-
presents power, or the kingdom of Israel.
The web represents ambition, which, in this
case, is an inordinate desire for power. In
this web was Absalom entangled, and met
his death. In it now is Adonijah. Neither
of them possessed the quality of ambition to
be great and good men, but they craved the
office with its power and superiority. From
this illustration draw the lesson of submis-
sion to God, of an ambition to please him,
| of the duty of serving him with a perfect
| heart and willing mind. Beware of worldly
| ambition for worldly gain.

B.C, 1015.]

[October 12,

LESSON IL—DAVID'S CHARGE T0 SOLOMON.
1 Chronicles 22. 6-19.

6 Then he called for Solomon
his son, and charged him to
build an house for the Lord God
of Israel.

7 And David said to Solomon,
My son, as for me, a it was in
my mind to build an house
b unto the name of the Lord my God :

a?Sam. 7. 2; 1 Kings 8, 17; cbap,17,1; 28, 2;
Acts 7. 46.—b Deut. 12. 5.

8 But the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, ¢ Thou hast shed blood abun(lu.nﬂi',
and hast made great wars : thou shalt not bui d
an house unto my name, because thou hast shed
much blood upon the earth in my sight.

¢1 Kings 6. 3; chap. 28. 8.

9 Behold, d a son shall be born to thee, who
shall be a man of rest; and I will give him
¢ rest from all his enemies round about : for his
name shall be a Solomon, and I will give peace
and quietness unto Israel in his days.

d Chap. 28, 5,—e 1 Kings 4, 26; 6. 4.—a That is,
Peaceable and perfect.

| 10 He Jfshall build an house for my name ;

and ¢ he shall be my son, and I will be his
| father ; and I will establish the throne of his
| kingdom over Israel forever.

J28am. 7.13; 1 Kings 6. 5; chap. 17, 12; 28, 6.—
o Psa, 80, 26, 27 ; Heb. 1, 5,

11 Now, my son, the & Lord be with' thee ;
| and prosper thou, and build the house of the
Lord thy God, as he hath said of thee.

h Rom, 8. 31,

12 Only the Lord i give thee wisdom and
understanding, and give thee charge concerning
Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of the
Lord thy God.

iDeut. 4.6; 1 Kings 5, 9; Psa, 72,1,

13 Then \] shalt thou prosper, if thou takest
heed to fulfil the statutes and judgments which
the Lord charged Moses with concerning Israel :
k be strong, and of good courage ; dread not,
nor be dismayed.

jJosh, 1. 7; chap, 28, 7; Isa, 8. 10.—k Deut. 81,7;

chap, 28. 20.
14 Now, behold, b in my trouble I have pre-
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pared for the house of the Lord an hundred
thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thou-
sand talents of silver ; and of brass and iron
without weight ; foritis in abundance : timber
also and stone have I prepared; and thou
mayest add thereto.

b Or, in my poverty.

15 Moreover there are workmen with thee in
abundance, hewers and ¢ workers of stone and
timber, and all manner of cunning men for
every manner of work.

¢ That is, masons and carpenters.

16 Of the gold, the eilver, and the brass, and
the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore,
and be doing, and the Lord be with thee.

2 17 David also commanded all the princes
of Tsrael to help Solomon his son, saying,

24 18 Is not the Lord your God with you?
and [ hath he not given you rest on every side ?
for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into
mine hand ; and the land is subdued before the
Lord, and before his people.

7 Deat, 12 10; Josh, 22. 4; 2 Sam. 7. 1; chap. 23. 26.

#5719 Now m set your heart and your soul
to seek the Lord your God : arise therefore, and
build ye the sanctuary of the Lord God, n to
bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
the f)oly vessels of God, into the house that is
to be built to the name of the Lord.

. 1;11'2 Chron. 20. 8,—n 1 Kings 8, 6; 2 Chron. 5.7;

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The flickering torch of David’s life leaps up
with a momentary gleam before sinking into
the darkness of death. Once more, and for the
last time, the venerable king summons all his
strength, and sits upon his throne, the throne
which his statesmanship and valor have made
supreme from the Great Sea to the great river,
and which he is now to leave in all its strength
to his son Solomon, Around him are gathered
the robles of the realm, some of whom have
followed David’s fortunes from the days of the
cave until now, when they shall see his face no
more. Before him stands his son Solomon, in
the dew of youthful beauty, contrasting with
his own old age. He gives him once more the
earnest counsel to accomplish the task and
build the temple which he himself has longed
to build, but has been forbidden. He discloses
to his eyes the vast stores which he has gath-
ered frgm the spoils of war and the payment of
tribute, that the treasures laid up for idols ma;
be spent in the service of the God of Israel.
He reminds him that the worker for God needs
divine wisdom, and loyal obedience, and dili-
gence and courage, and exhorts him anew to
walk in the way of God’s law. Then turning
to the princes of Israel, the aged king reminds
them of their privilege to aid in this great
work, and urges them to do their part, that the
house of God may stand as the gift of a united
people. His task com]flvted, the great monarch
resigns into the hands of his successor the
sceptre which he has worn 8o well, and then
goes home to his lace to await the messenger
who shall soon call him into the presence cham-
Der of the King of kings, whom he has served

s0 long.

[Oct. 12
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,
Verse 6. Then. When David was in old

age, and Solomon was beginning his reign.
alled for Solomon. Sent for him to the

royal chamber in which he lay calmly awaiting
his end. Charged him to build an
house. As the religious interests of Isvael
were always nearest to David’s heart, he wished
them to be equally dear to his successor.

Let the first aim of rulers be the religious ad-

vancement of their people.

7. It was in my mind. Ver. early in
David’s reign he had desired to build a temple
to God, but had been forbidden by the prophet.
Unto the name. Name is commonly put
for power and glory. I had in my heart to
bui{d a house in honour of God,” is the mean-
ing. My God. See how constantly David
keeps prominent his relation to God. 2. Happy
is that man who can say, *“My Lord and my
God.”

8. The word of the Lord. This does
not refer to the message through Nathan, (2
Sam. 7 ;) but to some occasion not mentioned in
the record. Thou hast shed blood. Not
that this blood-shedding was wicked, for most
of David’s wars were necessary, and undertaken
by God's command; but it was fitting that
(God’s house should be built in a time of peace,
and by a man of peace. David's empire must
be won and strengthened before the house of
God could be safely founded. Made great
wars. In less than thirty years the d omain
of Israel was increased from nine thousand to
sixty thousand square miles, and David won
the rule over all the lands between the Nile
and the Euphrates. Shalt not build. 3.
God’s kingdom is one of peace, and brings
peace on earth, good-will to men.

9. A son shall be born. Rather, “is
born ;" for the prophecy was given after Solo-
mon’s birth. A man of rest. One who will
enjoy rest and quiet, so that he can give entire
attention to the building of the temple. From
all his enemies. There were no wars dur-
ing Solomon’s reign, but his closing years, after
his lapse into idolatry, were embittered by
revolts and conspiracies. Solomon. More
precisely, Shelomoh, ** eaceful,” He was thus
a type of the Prince of Peace.

10. He shall build an house. The
building of the temple was the only great
event of Solomon’s reign. Be my son.
This does not mean that Solomon was made
a child of God, irrespective of his own charac-
ter; but that as king of Israel he was under
God's peculiar care, while, as a man, he was
saved or lost by his own choice. I will be
his father. 4. A parent’s faith brings a
blessing upon his children. Hstablish the
throne. This promise was fulfilled in the
possession of the throne by Solomon’s descend-
ants through four centuries; but especially in
the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ, who was
David’s son according to the flesh. Forever-
While Solomon’s throne passed away, the scep-
tre of Christ is supreme still.
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11. The Lord be with thee. Many
times are we told that ‘‘the Lord was with
David ;” and this presence of God David now
invokes to accompany his son. Prosper
thou, and build. Solomon must remember
that his prosperity was bestowed upon him so
that he might execute God’s plans. 5. Let us
not only enjoy opportunities, but also use them
for God.

12. Wisdom and understanding.
6. There is nothing which requires greater
wisdom than the building and care of God's
cause. Grive thee charge. Or, ‘‘give thee
direction and instruction.” Keep the law.
For in no other way can the duties of a king be
fulfilled, than in the spirit of obedience to
God’s law. Solomon must remember that there
is a King above the kings of earth.

13. Then shalt thou prosper. In the
Hebrew, the same word means ** prosper,” and
“do wisely ;" and either trans ation will fit
the sense of this passage. Be strong, and
of good courage. 7. In the service of
God and the building up of his cause there is
great need of vigour and boldness.

14, In my trouble. David speaks mod-
estly of his achievements and conquests as a
period of trouble or labour. An hundred
thousand talents, The talent was a
weight, not a coin ; and variously estimated at
different periods and in different countries.
Different writers have fixed this sum at from
two to six billions of dollars, either of which is
possible, when we consider that in war all the
property of the captured was taken as spoil,
and tribute upon conquered nations was oppres-
sive. Alexander obtained a much larger sum
in the conquest of Persia. Talents of sil-
ver. 'The silver talent was worth abou¢ one
thousand five hundred dollars, thus making
this fifteen hundred millions. Possibly the
numbers are incorrect, or used ina h perlmlicul
sense. In fact, we know almost nothing about
the values of ancient money. Only this is cer-
tain, that David made the gathering of treasure
for the temple one of the great aims of his
reign.

15,16. Workmen with thee. These
were mostly Tyrians, as the Israelities were
then farmers, and not builders. Cunning
men. Skilled mechanics. No number.
The store was so great that it was uncounted.
Be doing. 8. Those who possess God’s trea-
sures are called to use them in his service,

17. Princes of Israel, The hereditary
chiefs of families throughout the tribes, and
the nobles in the court established by David,
which was much more stately than that of Saul.
To help Solomon, By their co-operation,
their influence, and especially by their contri-
butions, This would give to all the land a
deeper interest in the worship, since all were
contributors to the temple.

18. Is not the Lord....with you.

The princes, as well as the king, shared in the

benefits of peace, and in the prosperity of the
realm. The inhabitants of the land.
These are the Canaanites, Amorites, and other
native races, who until David’s time had con-
tested with Israel the control of the land, but
were now thoroughly subdued. As God had
given them victory, they should now present
thank-offerings to ?liﬂ temple.

19. Seek the Lord. They should first
enter into fellowship with God, and then
would gladly open their purses in his cause.
The sanctuary. ‘‘The holy house.” The
ark. This was the secret chest containing the
law, for which the temple was to be the shrine.
Holy vessels. All the furniture of worship, -
as table, candlestick, censers, fire-pans, etc.,
etc., used in the services of the tabernacle and
the temple.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Arise iherefore, und be doing, and the Lord

be with thee,—1 Chron, 22. 16,
OUTLINE.

1. The Lord's Mouse, v. 6-13.
2. The Preparation, v, 14-16.
3, The Command, v. 17-19.

LENSON HMVNMNS,

Lord of hosts ! to thee we raise
Here a house of prayer and praise :
Thou thy people’s hearts prepare,
Here we meet for praise and prayer,

Here to thee a temple stand,
While the sea shall girt the land :
Here reveal thy mercy sure,
While the sun and moon endure.

Hallelujah ! earth and sky

To the joyful sound reply :

Hallelujah ! hence ascend

Prayer and praise till time shall end.

N

e

161, 8. S. Hymnal.
The Gospel bells are ringing,

No. 160, S. S. Hymnal.

Repeat the story o'er and o'er.

No. 163, 8. 8. Hymnal,
1 love to tell the Story.

Time.—B. C. 1015,

ConxecriNg LiNng,—David's preparation for
building the temple. 1 Chron, 22. 1.5,

ExPANATIONS, — Then he called — David,
though in age and feebleness, held a public
assembly in which he charged Solomon to build
the temple. An house for the Lord— A house
which should represent God’s dwelling among
his people. Unto the mame—The name here
means the Lord who was known by his name.
Thou hast shed blood—David’s wars were just
and necessary, and in them he was doing the
Lord’s work ; but the building of God’s house
was more appropriate in a time of peace and
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rest. A man of rest—Solomon had no wars
during his reign. His name means “¢ peace-
able.” Forever—This was a prophecy of Christ,
the greater than Solomon, the only king whose
throne is forever. Statutes and Judgments—
The laws of God. In my trouble—Among the
wars and burdens of David’s reign. A hundred
thonsand talents of yold—An immense sum, more
than a thousand millions of dollars. Work-
men—Men trained for the building of the tem-
ple. Princes of Isracl—The rulers over the
tribes. 7The sanctuary—The dwelling-place of
God. Holy vessels—The canclestick and other
articles used in the service.
HOME READINGS.
David’s charge to Solomon. 1 Chron. 22,
6-19.
Joshua encouraged. Deut. 31. 1-8.
"' Paul’s charge %o the elders. Acts 20. 17-38.
. Strength in the Lord. Josh. 1, 1-9.
The materials furnished. 1 Chron. 28.
1121,
. Seeking and fearing God. Deut. 6. 1-15.
8. David’s prayer for Solomon. Psa. 72. 1-20.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME NTUDY,

1. The Lord’s House, v. 6-13. Who
was summoned by the king? = What command
was laid upon him? What had been David's
design? Why had he not carried it out?
What had been the house of God before this?
2 Sam. 7. 6. Whom had God selected for this
work? What promise concerning him had
God given to David? What prayer did David
offer for his 9 What especial blessing
did he ask for him? On what would his suc-
cess depend ? What is the sure guide to true
success? Josh. 1. 8.

2. The Preparation, v. 14-16. What
material had David gathered? For what pur-

se? What helpers had he secured ? What
g(l)ml charge did David give to his son?

To whom did David

M.

3. The Command,
jssue orders? What were they to do? What
reason did he urge for their obedience ? What
made the time a favourable one? What heart-
preparation was essential ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LENSON.

Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. Obedience to God’s law ?
2. Love for God's house ?
3. The need of a pure heart?

Tue Lessox Carecmism,—(For the entire
school.) 1. What was David’s charge to Solo-
mon? To build a house for the Lord. 2. Why
did the Lord forbid David to build him a house ?
Because he had shed much blood. 2. What
sort of a man was David’s son to be? A man
of rest. 4. What did David enjoin upon Solo-
mon? * Be strong and of good courage.” 5.
Who were ded help Sol in
building the temple ! All the princes of Israel.

DootrINAL SuccesTioN.—The presence of
God with his people.
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QUESTIONS FOR SENICR STUDENTS.

1. The Lord’s llouse, v. 6-13. What
house is here referred to? ‘\'hy was such a
house desirable? Why was not David per-
mitted to build it? Why was the reign of
Solomon suitable for the building? What ele-
ments of character did Solomon need for this
work? Why were such traits needful?  Did
Solomon keep this commund ?

2. The Preparation, v. 14-16. How
had David’s wars enabled him to prepare for
the building? What preparation had he made?
What sFiril. did this preparation show ? Where-
in was David an cxnmpllu to us?

3. The Command, v. 1719. How is
the command expressed in the GoLpex Text?
What op&un'tunity for God's work had been
given to Israel? To what duty did this call
the people? What is it ** to set the heart and
the soul to seek the Lord?"

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
What does this lesson show—
1. As the highest duty of a people?
2. As the requirements for God’s work ?
3. As the privilege of God's people?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did David charge Solomon to do? To
build a house for the Lord, What had David
wished to do? Build it himself. Why had
the Lord forbidden him? Because he was a
man of war, Whom did the Lord say should
build it? David’s son Solomon, What did
the Lord say Solomon should be? ‘A man of
rest.” What was God's promise to David con-
cerning Solomon? ** He shall be my son, and
I will be his father.,” What did David ask for
Solomon? Truth and wisdom from the Lord.
What did he say would bring prosperit “to
Solomon? Obedience to God's law. What
had David been doing? Getting ready to build
the Lord’s house. What had he gathered to-

ether? Gold and silver, stone and timber,
Who were ready to help Solomon? Men for all
kinds of work, What command does David
(.%ive Solomon? [Repeat GoLpex Texr.] Whom
did David 1 to help Sol ? The

princes of Israel, What did David want Solo-

mon to do? To do this work for the Lord.
What was Solomon to bring into the house of
the Lord? The ark of the covenant and the
holy vessels,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

When God promised Solomon to bless him
with a long life of peace and prosperity, he
expected Solomon to love and obey him.,

God is your Father, and expects of you a
loving heart and obedient life.

If you forget him, slight his work, and
neglect to obey his commands, what can you
expect from God?  ** Each one of us shall give
account of himself to God.”
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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Needs of God's Workers,

1. PEACE,
1 will give peace. . ..unto Israel. v. 9.
“Thou wilt keep .... perfect peace.”
Isa. 26. 3.
11. FeLrowsaIp witH Gob.
Shall be my son. .. .his father. v. 10,
“ Now are we the sons of God.” 1John

111, Wispoum.
The Lord give thee wisdom. v. 12.
“In knowledge and in all judgment.”
Phil. 1. 9.
1V. OBEDIENCE,
Fulfil the statutes and judgments. v. 13.
“Turn not to the right hand.” Josh. 1. 7.
V. ENERGY.
Be strong, and of good courage. v. 13.
¢ Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10.
V1. FORETHOUGHT.
In my trouble I have pre}mred. v. 14,
“ Redeeming the time.” Eph. 5. 16,
VI1I. LIBERALITY,
Thou mayest add thereto. v. 14.
“ God loveth a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor.
%A

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
How God prepares for His Work,

1. God prepares for the work of building
his house by giving power to his people, in
paving the way to peace through war. v. 6-8.

2. God prepares for his house by giving to
his people rest and quiet in which to build
it. v. 9, 10.

3. God prepares for his house by raiting
up the man to build it, and endowing him
with the wisdom, the ability, and the spirit
requisite for his work. v. 10-13.

4. God prepares for his house by bestowing
upon his people the means for the building,
laying at the feet of his Church vast stores
of wealth, v. 14-16.

5. God prepares for his work by giving
the spirit of unity among the leaders of his
people, the princes of his Israel, inspiring
them with love for the work, and willingness
to join in it. v. 17, 18.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

12. What is meant by saying that God is
gracious and merciful ?

That he is full of compassion, slow to punish
sin, and ready to forgive.

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra-
cious, long-suffering, and abundant in d
and truth. —Exodus 34. 6.

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for-
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all them
that call upon thee,—Psalm 86. 5.

2

God is love.—1 John 4. 8,
Psalm 86. 15; 103. 8; 145, 9; James 5. 11.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.

1 HAVE just been reading a pretty poem,
called “ Will the Children Save the Land 1”
It pictures an old Indian chieftain dying,
and lamenting that he could no longer fight
for or guard his country. None can comfort
him until the children rise up and gather
round his side, promising to take up his
work when he is gone, and he dies content,
for he sees them in the coming future—

¢ Rising up to save the land.”

But if a boy is to take his father’s place,
and do the work his father did, there must
be a good preparation made beforehand.
The children of the Indian warrior must
learn to endure hardness, must exercise the
eye till it can discern and discriminate be-
tween objects in the far distance, and notice
even an extra blade of grass in the ground
before them ; must practise the ear until it
can distinguish every shade and turn of
sound ; must know how to manage the steed
and handle the weapon. The boy who is to
succeed to his father's farm or his father’s
workshop must make good acquaintance with
them beforehand, that the day of promotion
may not find him unready to step forward.

And whose is the preparation 1” Who is
to see that things are in readiness for the
work which the young will have to take up ?
First of all the parents. They have the
knowledge, they have the foresight, they
best know what is required. And so we see
careful parents making every provision for
the successful career of their children, sparing
no pains or cost in their training and educa-
tion, and laying up, when it is possible,
wealth to start them on their way.

Thus King David prepared the way for
his son Solomon. However his elder sons,
Absalom and Adonijah, may have been in-
dulged, it is plain that Solomon was carefully
trained. But Solomon had more to do than
simply to step into his father’s place and
carry on the work his father laid down, He
was destined to do something his father had
not done, and could not do. There was to
be a house built for the Lord, “exceeding
magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout
all countries,” Ver. 5, And this house
Solomon was to build. In his case prepara-
tion beforehand was more than ever needed.

And it was amply made. David had set
the “strangers” in Israel (ver. 2) to hew
stones for the building. He had had beams
of cedar brought by the Zidonians. He had
amassed an immense quantity of gold and
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silver (ver, 14), of brass, or bronze ; he had
even thought of the nails that would be
needed in the work, and prepared ¢ iron in
abundance.” Ver.3. And he had searched
out the most skilful workmen to use these
materials. He had done all this at consider-
able cost and toil (ver. 14), for this is said
o be the meaning of the expression, © in
my trouble,” which is wrongly interpreted
in the margin.

One might have thought there was little
left for Solomon to do. He might have said,
“ My father ! as got everything ready ; I can
take my ease ; there is no need for me to toil
or to save; I have only to use what he has
prepared.”

But he had no chance
at David’s charge to him. After enumera-
ting all that he had prepured, he tells Solo-
mon, “ Thou mayest add thereto ” (ver. 14),
and bids him “arise and be doing.” There
was much more to do. His father had begun,
but he must finish : his father had set the
example, he must follow.

There is a very distinct and important
lesson here for young people. They may be
mo greater than their parents, just as Solo-
mon was never in the highest sense superior
1o his father David. But they have a work
before them which their parents cannot do.
The future lies open to them. The fight to
be fought in the future, the evil to be re-
sisted in the future, the good to be done in
the future is their task. Thu question is,
Will they doit? Will the young, will the
children, carry out the work destined for
them ?

If they are to do it they must prepare for
it now. Here is a boy whose father has
toiled to give him a good education, and to
start him in life with every advantage. And
the boy is well satisfied. He has been taught,
and cared for, and provided for ; he thinks
it is all right ; no need for him to toil, no
occasion for him to put his ghoulder to the
wheel ; for has not his father made good
provision for him? That boy will never do
the work unless he changes his mind, Un-
less he is himself “up and doing,” his life
will be a failure, His country will never be
saved or benefited by him.

But Solomon’s work was for the Lord.
And every boy and every girl is called to the
same high destiny—to do the work of the
Lord. And let them mark how great pre-
lmmtirm has been made for this work. God
1as given them his own word. They have
it in their hands. There are teachers and
pastors willing to give all the help in their
power. They are prayed for, planned for,
taught, warned, encouraged, directed. But
the Father's charge comes to them distinct
and clear: “Thou mayest add thereto ; arise

to say this. Look
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and Dbe doing” Those boys and girls will
never do God’s work unless they set them-
selves to prepare for it. Let them study for
the Lord’s sake ; let them use every oppor-
tunity of gaining knowledge, of acquiring
skill, of getting experience, so that they may
be ready when the call comes to actual work.
And, above all, let them bear in mind, and
carry out, the charge given by David to the
princes of Israel, who were to share with
Solomon the burden of the work: “Now
et your heart and your soul to seek the
Lord your God.” Ver. 19.

BLACKBOARD.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, BSQ.
LOMONS
MY

MisSIN

i cHUILDING

‘ I A
u’ i V/(MPLE S
= ok (0D

On one side of the board the pillars repre-
sent Solomon’s Temple, Straight lines will
do, made with white chalk. On the other
side of the board is the heart. The lesson
tanght is this: Every one has a mission to
perform, Solomon had to build the grand
temple of stone and precious metal. 1 must

build a temple for God in my heart. Now
set your heart and your soul to seek the
Lord your God ; arise, therefore, and build
ye the sanctuary of the Lord God.”
B RAVE
U SEFUL
I I N EARNEST
IVING FOR
MUST |D EVOTED
I NDUSTRIOUS | CHRIST.
BE N ow
G IVING AND
GUIDING

BEREAN METHODS.

Mints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class.

The theme of this lesson in teaching may
be, 7'he Preparation for Building God’s House.
.. 'Note that God’s temple mow is the
Christian Church, not the external house of
worship, nor the organized body, but the
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gpiritual Church of believers. . ..Show the
opportunity then as a type of the opportu-
nity now. 1. It was a tiwe of peace. There
had been a struggle, but it was over. So
now the era of doctrinal and ecclesiastical
strife is past, and God's people are at peace,
and the era of Christian work is beginning,
2, It was a time of power. Never before had
Israel been so mighty at hame and abroad.
So now the Church is stronger in the world
than at any past time in her history. 3. It
was a time of wealth ; vast stores accumu-
lated by David for the use of his son. Now,
God lays the wealth of the world in the
coffers of his Church....Next, show what
the opportunity demanded of the worker
then, and demands now. 1. Wisdom (v. 12),
to know the opportunity, and employ it.
9. Obedience (v. 12, 13), the spirit of fidelity
to God’s commands, 3. Courage (v.13), in
the face of difficulties. 4. Liberality (v. 14-
16), to use treasure which God has given for
his work. 5. Unity (v. 17-19), princes and
people labouring and giving together for the
advancement of God’s cause.

References. FosTER'S ILLUSTRATIONS :
Verse 7-11 : Poetical, 4046. Ver.13 : Prose,
7519, Ver. 19: Poetical, 201.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LessoN TrovGHT. God with us in our work,
THE DYING KING.

Now King David was about to die. Do
you think he was afraid? Hear what he
says in this {malm which you all love :
“Though I walk through the valley and the
shadow of death,” ete. Let children repeat
it softly. But before David went out of the
world he talked a great deal with his son
Solomon, and told him what to do. God
had told David of a great work which he
wanted Solomon to do for him. It was
something he could not let David do because
he had been a man of war. [Teacher, recall
as much of the lesson of July 20 as seems
best.] David wanted to build a house for
the Lord, but when the Lord said No, he
cheerfully did what he could — gathered
things together for it. This seems a very
little to do, but David was willing to do a
little if he could not do the whole. Read
verses 14, 15, and 16, and tell that David
also had made a pattern of the temple for
Solomon. [Teacher should read 1 Chronicles,
98th and 29th chapters, and tell the children
enough to make the story clear and vivid.]

GOD'S TEMPLE.

Tell story of a little boy who heard the
people talking about building a new church,

They thought they were too poor to build
one, though it was needed very much. But
this boy, only nine years old, thought he
would do what he could. So on Monday
morning, after he had heard the minister
talking about it, he went early to the minis-
ter’s house, carrying two or three bricks on
his little wheelbarrow “to help build the
new church.” The minister was almost dis-
couraged, but this cheered him so that he
weut out telling about the boy's faith, and
other folks took courage too, and in a little
while the new church was built. Show pic-
ture of the temple, or sketch outline ol} it,
and tell that all the people had a chance to
give gomething to he{ » build a house for the
Lord. This is work which children can help
do it they love God.

GOD'S TEMPLE IN THE HEART.

Every child can help to build the temple
in the heart. Those who help to build a
house for God’s worship have to think about
it and work, or they will not do anything,
So if we want to make a temple for God 1n
our hearts we must think and work and
pray. We must think about God’s com-
manda to obey them. We must work to re-
sist temptation, and we must Smy all the
time for God to help. Teach Golden Text,
and show that the time to “be doing” is
now. Sing, “ O what can little hands do ¥”

Lesson Word-Plctures.

A little court-scene. Let us step in and
witness it. Solomon has been summoned
before the king. He hardly understands its
object, but he responds at once. There he
stands before David : Solomon the young,
the strong, the erect, the kingly, the magni-
ficent : David the old, the white-haired, the
wrinkled and stooping, but still the king
with the crown on his head. There, too, is
Bath-sheba, wondering what may be needed
of her son, There are the princes of Israel,
represented in those men of dignity and
years, Close at hand are the royal guards,
Big and brawny and armed, they stand mo-
tionless, gripping their long, keen spears,
their sharp swords swung at the side. Listen,
Solomon ! The king is about to charge thee.
Charge with what? To build up a great
royal house, to furnish it with a golden
throne, to buttress it with armies and navies,
to make land and sea tributary to its great-
ness? See! How Solomon listens! Bath-
sheba questions with both of her eyes. The
princes wonder, Even the mute, stolid
guards look curious. Hark ! It is indeed
to build a house, but this is the house of the
Lord, This is the palace of the Great King,
Do you shrink, Solomon? *Be strong, and

of good courage,” cries the stou-hearted old
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king. And then, as if a magician, he talks
of the gathered gold and silver and brass
and iron. What piles of timber! What
heaps of stone ! All this, Solomon, is for
thy use. The princes, too, shall help. Only
be strong! “Arise!” “Be doing ¥ The
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confercnce is over. The wrinkled old king
and his brawny guards are alone. The princes
have gone, Bath-sheba has gone. Solomon
has gone, yet taking with him that dream,
that thought, that purpose of the palace of
the Great King, fair as a vision of Paradise.

B.C. 1015.] -
LESSON IIL—

LOMON'S CHOICE.

[October 19,

1 Kings 3. 5-15.

5 In a Gibeon the Lord ap- |
ared to Solomon bin a dream |
B; night: and God said, Ask |
¢ what I shall give thee.
a Chap. 9. 2; 2Chron. 1, 3'—
LTH b Num, 12, 6; Matt.1. 20; 2. 13
——c John 15. 7, |

6 And d Solomon said, Thou hast showed |
unto thy servant David m, father great a mercy
according as he walked {-efore thee in truth,
and in righteousness, and in nErightnesu of |
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him |
this great kindness,
son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

d 2 Chron. 1. 8,—a Or, bounty.

7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made
thy servant king instead of David my father;
¢ and I am but a little child : I know not how |
f to go out or come in. ‘

e 1 Chron, 29, 1. -f Num, 27. 17.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy \

ople which thou g hast chosen, a great people, |

that cannot be numbered nor counted for |
multitude.
g Deut. 7. 6.—h Gen. 13, 16; 15. 6.

#ar 9 Give i therefore thy servant an bunder- |
standing heart j to judge thy ‘Feople, that I |
may k discern between good and bad : for who }
is able to judge this thy so great a people?

12 Chron, 1. 10; Prov. 2. 8; James 1. 6.—b Hear- |
ing.—j Psa. 72. 1 —k Heb. 5. 14, |

22 10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that |
Solomon had asked this t?ning.

11 And God said unto him, Because thou \
hast asked this thing, and hast ! not asked for l
thyself ¢ long life ; neither hast asked riches
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine |
enemies; but hast asked for thyself under-
standing d to discern judgment : ‘

1 Jus, 4. 3. —c Many days.—d To hear. l

12 Behold, m I have done according to thy
words: n lo, I have given unto thee a wise and |
understanding heart ;
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall
any arise like unto thee.

m 1 John 6, 14.—n Chap. 4. 29; 6.12; 10. 28, 24;
Prov. 8. 13-18; 8, 1-36; Eccles. 1. 16,

13 And I have also o given thee that which
thou hast not asked, both p riches and honour :
so that there e shall not be any among the
kings like unto thee all thy days.

o Matt. 6. 33; Eph, 8.20.—p Chap. 4. 21, 24 ; Prov.
8, 16.—c Or, hath not been, .

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to
keep my statutes and my commandments, as
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen
¢ thy days.

g Psa, 01.16; Prov. 3. 2.
15 And Solomon r awoke; and, behold, it

(W

that thou hast given hima ‘ took place at the hei

8o that there was none | ¥

was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the
Lord, and offered up burnt-offerings, and offered
peace-offerings, and 8 made a feast to all his
servants.
» Gen, 41, 7.—s Gen, 40.20; chap. 8. 65; Esth, 1.
8; Dan. 5. 1; Mark 6. 21.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

with a great
last ever cele-
It
ht of Gibeon, six miles
north of Jerusalem, where for a generation the
sacred tent and the brazen altar had stood,
while the ark of the covenant was resting in
its temporary shrine on Mount Zion. At Gibeon
were assembled all the nobles of the realm, and
a thousand burnt-offerings smoked upon the
ancient altar, while the trumpets of the Le-
vites accompanied the chanting of the psalms
of David. Under the splendour of the out-
ward rites, true worship was not wanting.
Day after day the young king continued in
prayer before the altar, and at night the spirit
of communion with God entered into his
dreams. He seemed to see the form of Jehovah
by his bedside, and a Voice bade him make his
choice for life. He was a outh, with youth's
fiery blood throbbing in his veins, with the
world’s visions rising in his sky ; yet his choice
was not of outward things, as most men choose
now, and as most men chose then ; it was not of
pleasure, or of wealth, or of prosperity. He
remembered the mighty trust reposed to his
care, and forgetting himself, asked for wisdom
to execute it. Only one higher choice could he
have made, the aspiration after God, the high-
est good, and likeness to his character. The
King of kings accepted the decision of the
oung monarch, an well pleased, promised
that it should be granted. Wisdom should be
his, and as its result would come pros erity,
and riches, and honour.  One hint onFy was
iven of his danger, in the admonition to walk
in the ways of God, and gain thereby long life
and enduring success. The vision faded, and
Solomon knew that it was a dream. Yet it
was a dream which revealed the young king's
character, and pointed onward to ¥|in destiny.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 5. In Gibeon. A hill-top six
miles north of Jerusalem, where the ancient
altar and tabernacle were standing in the days
of Sol Hith had come to offer

The reign of Solomon began
religious service, which was the
brated at the doors of the old tabernacle

er Sol
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sacrifices, when the Lord spoke to him. The
Lord a.?pea.red. Solomon’s mind had been
uplifted by the devotions of the day, and at
mgfl\t his ‘thoughts were still fixed upon the
subject of his prayer; and in his visions God
met him. In a dream. This was but one
of the many forms in which God made himself
known before the full revelation of his will in
the Scriptures. Ask what I shall give.
God knew both Solomon’s needs and his desires,
but he gave him the privilege, as a test of his
character, and as a lesson to others. 1. Our
dreams by night are often the reflection of our
thoughts by day. 2. Every young man, like
Solomon, makes his own choice of an ideal in
life.

6. Solomon said. He rests his petition
upon the mercy which God had shown to his
father, which now encourages him to ask like
blessings. Unto thy servant David....
great mercy. To David God had given
prosperity, success, wide conquests, and a set-
tled empire. Walked before thee in
truth. David had indeed served God with an
earnest heart, He had sinned, but his crimes
were such as no other oriental monarch would
have considered worthy of notice, and his re-

ntance had been deep and full. In truth.
Y:: the sincere obedience to truth as it was
revealed to him., This great kindness
....a son. In contrast with Saul, whose
house had been cut off, David’s family was per-
mitted to retain the throne. 3. God’s rewards
are in proportion to the fidelity of our service.
4. Children reap the benefits of their father’s
godliness.

7. Thou hast made thy servant
king. Solomon rightly felt that his crown
was God’s gift, and not his by right. Instead
of Da,wg. To succeed the greatest soldier,
statesman, poet, and leader of the age was a
task which might well make a young man
tremble. I am but a little child. His
precise age at this time was unknown. Jose-
phus says it was fourteen ; but modern writers
regard it as about eighteen. To go out or
come in. An expression referring to public
life in presence of the people. 5. He is best
qualified to rule who feels his own weakness
and looks to God for help.

8. In the midst of thy people
Among the difficulties confronting Solomon
were t%\e control of his elder brothers and the
court ; the quelling of tribal jealousies between
Ephraim and Judah; the subordination of a
turbulent and independent people ; the putting
down of idolatry, which was still prevalent ;
the regulation of conquered States always
ready for rebellion ; and the worldly, secular
ambitions of Israel as a people. ot all of
these problems were successfully solved during
his reign. A great l11:veople that cannot
be numbered. A hyperbolical reference to
the g:owth of Israel, which at that time
numbered nearly seven millions.

©. Give therefore. Solomon's choice
was wise, but not of the highest wisdom ; it

was of this world, not of heaven; it was of
human wisdom, not of divine. David would
have said, *Give me to know God and have
fellowship with him.” . An understandin
heart. A mind endowed with quick an
clear penetration, to see where right lay amid
conflicting opinions. To judge. A judicial
wisdom, to discriminate and decide wisely, and
upon ground of right. Solomon sought not
only k of perception, but righ

of aim, as his own Proverbs show. 6. The only
wise choice in life is a choice of the right in
God’s sight.

10. The speech pleased the Lord.
Though it was a dream, it was no common
dream, but a state of trance, in which the mind
was in possession of all its powers, and lifted
up to high spiritual perceptions. So it was
Solomon’s choice, though made while asleep.

11. God said. Perhaps by an inward
voice to the spirit of the sleeper. Thou hast
asked this thing. God was pleased because
Solomon had not asked for himself, his own
pleasure, or prosperity, or what a young man
would be apt to choose. Long life. Ever
regarded as a blessing, even in the troubles of
our earthly state. Riches for thyself.
Which most men now seek after as the greatest
end of their being. The life of thine
enemies. Such a choice as Salome made,
demanding the head of John the Baptist.
Sol ad ies, as Jeroboam, Hadad,
and Rezon, (1 Kings 11,) whose destruction he
would naturally desire, as an oriental king.
7. Every young man’s choice of a purpose in
life is reviewed by the infinite wisdom of God.

12. I have done according. 8. Every
man finds what he seeks for in life, in character,
though not always in degree. Given thee
a wise....heart. God will grant every
man’s prayer for wisdom, James 1. 5. Solo-
mon’s wisdom came from God, yet was not
gained without thought, study, and practice.
None like thee before thee. In know-
ledge of all truth, in practical discernment, and
in power to adapt his knowledge to the need of
the hour, Solomon was the wisest of the ancients.
Neither after thee. ‘‘In the knowledge
of what was in man, and in the wisdom to
direct men’s goings, he was to be the wisest of
all mere men.”— Speaker's Commentary.

13. That which thou hast not asked.
9. Every man’s chief aim in life carries with it
other subordinate aims. 10. God gives to men
always better than their prayers. Riches
and honour. Thus the results of his wisdom
in government were the prosperity of his realm
Ang his own enrichment. Foreign trade, a long

riod of peace, a wise administration, made
ﬁ?l reign an era of great wealth. Yet that
wealth was one of the influences which corrupted
the nation and led to its decline and downfall.
The wealth was God’s gift, the abuse of it was
man’s fault.

14. If thou wilt walk. This promise
Jitioned upon Sol s faithf %

was
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God ; but he failed, and its fulfilment was not
ranted. 1 will lengthen thy days.

Solomon fell into sin, forsook the God of his
father, and fell short of old age, dying at less
than sixty years. No character
more mingled of opposing el

more disappointing in its results.

in Scripture is
ts, and none

15. It was a dream. Though a dream,
it was real, and showed his true desires an
God’s purposes. Stood before the ark.
from the altar at Gibeon, he journeyed to the
ark on Zion, and there renewed his offerings.
Burnt-offerings. facrifices wholly con-
sumed, expressive of ' entire consecration.
Peace-offerings. Sacrifices of which a part
Was eaten in a feast before the altar, indicative
of communion with God. A feast to all
his servants. A sacrificial meal, consisting
of the flesh of the animal sacrificed, and eaten
as a part of the service.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore
get wisdom.—Prov. 4. 7.

OUTLINE.

1. A Prayer, v. 5-0.
2. An Answer, v. 10-14,
3. An Offering, v. 15
LESSON HVDIINS,

No. 69, S. 8. Hymnal.
Come to the Saviour, make no delay.
No. 122, S. 8. Hymnal.
Be it my only wisdom here.
Mo. 74, 8. S. Hymnal.
We are coming, we are coming.
Tive.—B. C. 1015
PrAcE.—Gibeon, in the tribe of Judah.

Coxsecting Link.—Solomon sacrificing at
Gibeon. 1 Kings 3. 4. ¥

Exrranations.— The Lord appeared—It was

a visible appearance in a dream. Ask what 1
shall give thee—Every young man, like Solomon,
makes his own choice in life. A son to sit upon
his throne—The privilege of a son to succeed
him was the great hope of an Israelite. But a
little child—Solomon was not more than twenty
years old and felt his own youth and lack of
experience. A great people that cannot be num-
bered—This may not have been literally true,
but it shows the Fl‘ent growth of the Israelite
people.  An unc erstanding heart — Solomon
asked for wisdom to rule over the kingdom.
Pleased the Lord—God was pleased that one so
oung should choose so wisely. Long life—
Which many desire. Life of thine enemies—
That is, to have his enemies in his power.
None like thee— Solomon has been ever regarded
as the wisest among all the kings. If thou wilt
walk—This charge Solomon failed to fulfil, and
hence failed to receive the promise of long life.
It was a dream—Yet it expressed the desires of
Solomon’s heart. Came to Jerusalem—To offer
sacrifices before the ark of God. Peace-offer-
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ings—Sacrifices showing the worshipper at
peace with God.
HOME READINGS,
1 Kings 3. 5-15.
Gen. 13. 5-18.
Dan, 1. 21.
1 Kings 4.

M. Solomon’s choice,
T, The choice of Lot.
W. The wisdom of Daniel.
Th. God’s goodness to Solomon.
22-34.

F. The source of wisdom.
S, The safety of wisdom, Prov. 2. 1-15.

8. Advice from experience. Prov. 4. 1-13.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. A Prayer, v. 5-9. What happened to
Solomon at Gibeon? What was the king doing
there? v. 4. What assurance had he that his
sacrifice was accepted? What assurance has
Jesus given to those who come to him? Matt.
7.1

mon acknowledge ?

2 Tim. 10-17.

Vhat acts of God’s goodness did Solo-
What confession of his
weakness did he make? For what did he ask?
Why did he ask for wisdom ? What is said of
wisdom in Prov. 4. 7? Define wisdom. Job 28.
98. What should be our prayer? Psa. 90. 12.

2. An Answer, v. 10-14. For what gifts
had Solomon failed to ask? What had he pre-
ferred to them? How was his choice rewarc ed ?
What added blessings were bestowed ? Upon
what conditions was long life promised ?

3. An Offering, v. 15. Where did Solo-
mon return upon awaking ? How did he show
his gratitude to God? ‘%\'ho benefited by his
gratitude ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LENSON,
Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That God is a hearer of prayer?

9. That humility of heart is acceptable to
God?

3. That God will supply all the needs of a
prayerful heart?

Tug Lissox Carecrism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. What did God say to Solomon in
a dream by night? ¢ Ask what I shall give
thee.” 2. For what did Solomon ask? An
understanding heart. 3. How did God receive
Solomon’s reply ? ““The speech pleased the
Lord.” 4. What did God also give Solomon in
addition to wisdom? Riches and honour. 5.
What did Solomon do when he awoke ? Offered
sacrifices to God before the ark.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION. —Communion with
God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. A Prayer, v. 5:9. Where was the
ﬂ'nyer offered, and under what circumstances ?

ow could a prayer be offered in a dream ?
What mercies did Solomon recount? What
choice did Solomon make? Why was such a
choice made? What character did it show ?

2. An Answer, v. 10-14. Why was
Solomon’s choice pleasing to God? What did
God promise to give him? How does God
answer the prayers of his people? Matt. 7.7-11
What additional promise did God give? Upon




Oct. 19)

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

what condition was this promise made? Was
this latter promise fulfilled ?

8. An Offering, v. 15. Where was it
made ? What were the two kinds of sacrifices ?

What was the significance of the offering ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

How does this lesson show—

1. The graciousness of God’s promise ?

2. The value of a wise choice ?

3. The need of obeying God's law ?

QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGER
NUHOLARS.

To whom did the Lord appear in Gibeon ? To
Solomon. What did God say to him? ‘“ Ask
what I shall give thee.” What did Solomon
remember? God’s mercy to his father David.
What did he acknowledge? God’s kindness to
himself in giving him the throne of David.
What was Solomon’s confession? ‘I am but
a little child.” What did this show? Solo-
mon’s humility. What did Solomon feel?
That he had a great work to do. What did he
ask of the Lord? Wisdom, to judge the people.
What pleased the Lord? Solomon’s wish to
become & wise ruler. [Repeat GoLpex Text,]
What showed Solomon’s unselfishness? He
asked for others rather than himself. What
was God’s word to him? *‘Lo, I have given
thee a wise and an understanding heart.”
What else did God promise Solomon? Riches
and honour. What follows obedience to God’s
law? Long life. Where did Solomon go after
his dream? To Jerusalem. Why did he go
ihere? To offer sacrifice to God.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

Solomon did not ask God for worldly gifts
for himself.

He only asked for wisdom to walk in the
right way, that he might make his people happy.

Do you ask God for blessings for yourself, or
do you think of other people first ?

Do you ask God for wisdom to walk in his
way, or do you love your own way best ?

“Thy way, not mine, dear Lord.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Cholce of a Life-time,

I. AN Orrerep CHOICE.
God said, Ask. ...give thee. v. 5.
“Ye shall ask what ye will.” John 15. 7.
I1. A King's CHOICE,
Hast made thy servant king, v. 7.
“Washed us. . ..made us kings.” Rev. 1.
5, 6.
11I. A Yournrurn CHOICE.
I am but a little child, v. 7. X
“Who is sufficient for these things?”
2 Cor. 2. 16,
[V. A Wise CHOICE,
An understanding heart. v. 9.
“That ye may approve....excellent.”
Phil, 1. 10,

V. AN AccEPTABLE CHOICE.
The speech pleased the Lord. v. 10,
“Submit yourselves.. ..unto God.” James
4.17.
VI. A REWARDED CHOICE.
Given thee that. .. .not asked, v. 13.
“All these things. . . .added.” Matt. 6. 33.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
The Purpose of Life,

1. Every young man, like Solomon, early
forms his ideal of a purpose in life, v. 5.

2, The purpose of life should be chosen in
the eight of God, and with reference to his
will. ‘Solomon’s choice was directed by his
faith. v. 6-8.

3. The purpose of life should be chosen,
not for self alone, but in view of the respon-
sibilities which God has laid on us. Solo-
mon’s choice was worthy of his kingly station.
v. 8,9.

4. The purpose of life should be to equip
ourselves with that wisdom fitting us for our
work. v. 9.

5. The purpose of life should be subject to
God’s will, and in such lines as will be
pleasing to him. v. 10, 11.

6. The purpose of life,
may be attamed in the
v. 12, 13.

7. The realization of a moble purpose in
life will depend upon the fidelity with which
it is pursued, v. 14,

if wisely chosen,
highest success.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

13. In what manner then ought you to think
and speak of God ¢

1 ought to think of God with fear and love,
and speak of him with reverence and praise.

Who would not fear thee, O King of nations?
for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as
among all the wise men of the nations, and in
all their kingdoms, there is none like unto
thee. Jeremiah 10. 7.

But as for me, I will come into thy house in
the multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear
will I worship toward thy holy temple. Psalm
5. 7.

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind. Matthew 22. 37.

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,
thou art very great; thou art clothed with
honour and majesty, Psalm 104, 1.

While T live will I praise the Lord ; I will
sing praises unto my God while I have any
being. Psalm 146, 2.

Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name. Psalm 103. 1.

[1 Peter 1. 17 ; Psalm 135.1.]
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ENGLISH TEACHERS NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

THERE is no idea more naturally delightful
to the youthful mind than that of an
unlimited choice. Many have been the
fairy tales built upon that idea ; and chil-
dren will amuse themselves (as I have myself
done with the “ wish bone” or merry-thought
of a fowl) in wishing for something, although
they know perfectly well that the fulfilment
of their wish is a mere dream of the imagina-
tion. We read of but one person to whom
the unlimited offer was ever made, “Ask
what I shall give thee,” Very similar words
were addressed by Elijah to Elisha before
their parting, but in that case there was a
measure of uncertainty whether the request
could be granted.

If such an offer were sent out through the
land to every person, there would probably
be a thousand different answers. But, apart
from the various tastes of individuals, three
things would principally determine their
choice :

1. Their knowledge of the person who
made the offer. The requests would be
limited by what they supposed to be his
competency to grant them. The laborer’s
child would hardly ask its parents for a
carriage and horses. But let it discover that
its father is a millionaire, and_the carriage
and horses would be too small a demand.
Again, a millionaire might be unable to
procure for a youug man the place and the

ower that he desired ; but let the offer come
rom one at the head of the State, and he
would have no hesitation in putting forward
his wish.

9. Their knowledge of what tends to their
own welfare. There is a fairy tale which
relates how King Midas wishe({ that every-
thing he touched might turn to gold. His
desire was granted. And forthwith his couch
turned to gold, and no longer gave him the
needed repose ; his food turned to gold and
no longer gave him the needed nourishment ;
his arms were changed into the same cold
and lifeless metal. The wishes of many
young people, could they be gratified, would
prove,although less absurd, no less disastrous,

3. Their present circumstances. The in-
valid, lying helpless on his couch, would wish
for health and vigor; the sufferer for freedom
from pain; the prisoner for freedom ; the
drowning man for rescue ; and some would
choose renewed life and health for those they
love best. The young who were leading a
quiet, monotonous life would wish for change
and excitement ; the aged and weary for rest
and peace.

Now see how these three things determined
the choice of Solomon. 1. He knew some-
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thing of him who said: “Ask what I shall
give thee.” He knew he could not ask too
much when the Lord himself made the offer.
Riches and power would have been poor
things to demand ; many were in possession
of these who were strangers to God. They
might be won by diligence, or cunning, or by
even worse means, But wisdom was not to
be bought, or earned, or conquered. It was
a gift that could only come from above,
«The Lord giveth wisdom, out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and understanding.” Prov.
9. 6. 2. He knew something of what would
assure his welfare. Many would have thought
themselves wise enough already. They would
not have seen the value of such a gift. But
Solomon knew that wisdom is “more precious
than rubies,....a tree of life to them that
lay hold upon her; and happy is every one
that retaineth her.” Prov. 3. 15-18. 3. He
had regard to his present circumstances. He
was king of a great, a highly favoured nation.
He was young and inexperienced. He felt
himself as a “little child” in the midst of his
captains and officers and governors. Ver.7;
1 Chron. 1. 2, 3. What need was there that
he should be clothed with wisdom from on
high? And so to his young son who should
succeed him he repeated, later on, what he had
himsel ffelt—the words chosen for our Golden
Text—¢ Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom.”

Was his choice a good one?  There can be
but one answer to this question. His speech
«pleased the Lord.” And God granted him
not wisdom only, but that which he after-
ward declared to be in wisdom’s *“left hand,”
“riches and honour,” (ver. 13;) while that
which he spoke of as being in her “right
hand,” “length of days,” was promised on
condition of obedience. Ver. 14; Prov. 3.17.

But was it the best choice? Bearing in
mind such passages as Prov. 8 and 1 Cor. L.
24, 30, in which all wisdom is shown as
summed up in a Person, Christ the Son of
God, we might answer, Yes. But Solomon
does not appear to haye asked for it in this
high and comprehensive sense. He prayed
for “an understanding heart to judge thy
people,” (ver. 9;) “wisdom and knowledge
that I may go out and come in before this
Y)eople.” 1 Chron. 1. 10, Contrast it with

avid’s wish : “One thing have I desired of
the Lord, that will I eeek after; that I may
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord
and to inquire in his temple.” Psa. 27. 4.
Solomon asked for a distinet and valuable
gift to be made over to him ; David craved
for the prepetual presence of J' ehovah. Solo-
mon chose & “goodly pearl;” but David
could be satisfied only with the ¢ Pearl of
great price.”




But what has all this to do with us? Has
such an offer come to us? No; God knows
how little most of us could be trusted with
such a choice. He has made us a better
offer: “How much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them
that ask him 1. . ..Ask, and ye shall receive.”
Matt. 7. 7, 11.

Yet there is a choice to be made. Those
who set their heart upon the things of this
world, who seek its pleasure, its wealth, its
ease, its honour, are deliberately turning
aside from God’s offer, Our hearts cannot
seek two opposite things at one time. The
earthly must give way to the heavenly, or
the heavenly will never be won. Make Solo-
mon’s choice in the highest sence. and that
will be the same as David’s. * Wisdom [that
is, Christ revealed to us by his Spirit] is the
principal thing ; therefore get wisdom.”

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Draw a map of Jerusalem and its environs,
and show Gibeno on the northern road. . . . Re-
late the incidents of the lesson. . . .Show how
every young man in our time is a king, withan
empire within himself to govern—in charac-
ter, impulses, affections, and opportunities
.. IrLustrATION. A legend is related that
once a mechanic seated himself on Solomon’s
throne, saying, “I am a king!” Others
would have dragged him down, but Solomon
said, “ Let him sit on the throne, for heisa
king.” So every young man sits on Solomon’s
throne..... Next notice the circumstances of
the choice : 1. It was in youth ; 2. It was
under great responsibilities ; 3. It was under
God’s eye; 4. [t was a choice having life-
time results. So it is with every youth who
chooses his plan and aim in life. .. .Observe
the character of the choice, why it was wise :
1. It chose wisdom, not pleasure nor riches;
9. It chose usefnlness, not selfish aims ; 3.
It chose righteousness, doing God’s will....
The results of the choice : 1. It obtained what
was chosen ; 2. It obtained more than was
chosen. . .. Application. Choose carefully, and
then follow your aim earnestly.....ILLUSTR-
1084 A shepherd-boy in t{e Alps, while
minding his sheep, saw a strange flower
at his feet. He picked it, and a door
opened in the hill-side. He entered, and
found a cave piled up with gems, in the cen-
tre of which sat a gnome, who said, ¢ Take
what you wish, but don’t forget the best!”
He dropped his flower, and loaded himself
with jewels, then went out, hearing again,
“Don’t forget the best!” Once more in the
open air he remembered his “key-flower,”
and turned back to pick it up ; but the door
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had turned to dust! He had forgotten the
best, after all !

References, FosTER'S ILLUSTRATIONS.
Ver. 5: Prose, 2550, 8148. Ver. 7: Prose,
3093. Ver. 9: Prose, 3506,10141, Ver. 11:
Prose, 3497. Ver. 13 : Prose, 3040, 5107,

Blackboard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

MHicH WOULD YOU HAVE CHOSEN .

THESE? = |ov | THIS

The blackboard puts the choice before you.
Which do you now desire? What is the
strongest desire now of your heart !

W ILLING
I : TQ DO
MUST (T \

18 A FIED (
BE B ViR eraverpuL) WL T

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lessox THoUGHT. Wisdom better than
Gold. To be taught: 1. What is wisdom.
9. Where wisdom may be obtained. 3. Who
are sure to have wisdom,

1. Teach that Solomon was now a great
king, ruling over many lands. But he was
very young— between fifteen and twenty
vears of age. What great work was given
Solomon to do 1 He was to build the temple ;
he was to judge the people ; if trouble came
he had to decide what to do. Show that a
king is responsible for his people as a father
is for his children, See if the children think
Solomon would feel this responsibility. Yes,
for he wanted to be a good king, and please
God in all his ways, Tell of his visit to
Gibeon, and the great sacrifices he made there,
He was willing to give to God, and he asked
God to give to him that which he most
needed. Let children tell what they think
he needed most, and teach that wisdom is the
knowledge given by God to guide our feet
into right paths.

9. Describe Solomon’s dream. He had of-
fered a thousand burnt-offerings to God that
day. He wanted to show God that he loved
him, and was thankful to him forall hiz good-
ness, At night he lay down to sleep. Then God
came and spoke to him, He could see in

was gone, and in a moment more all his gems

Solomon's heart the wish to please him. Then
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he gave Solomon a chance to choose what he |
would have. Solomon was young and knew |
that he was not wise as his father David had |
been. He felt that his heart was empty, and

he asked God to fill it with wisdom. Did he |
go to the right source? Yes. ITear what |
God says: (Read from the Bible James 1.5.) |

Tell that God was pleased with Solomon’s |
choice. 1t was not a selfish choice. He
asked wisdom so that he might lead the people
in the right way. If he had been selfish he
would have asked riches, honour, or something
that would make men think him great, God
gave Lim wisdom, and told him that, besides |
this, he would give him riches and honour. |
Tell some Bible incidents to show how wise
he was, and what honour was paid him. Teach |
that the true wisdom is knowing God, and |
that any one may have it who will seek it as |
Solomon did. Tell the story of Mary, who |
chose “the good part,” and teach that no child \
who knows about Jesus is too young to choose
the good part, which is better than riches,
pleasure, or honour. |

Lesson Word-Plctures. 1

It has been a great day of sacrifice in
Gibeon, even a thousand burnt-offerfngs com- |
ing to the altar. All day the priests in their |
robes have been ministering, All day the |
smoke has been floating up toward the soft, |
fair sky. All day the heart’s affections have
been climbing the rounds of faith's ladder |
into the sky. What wonder if God is coming '
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down in response to this? The king is alone
in his resting-place at night. Outside, the
viligant guards walk through the darkness,
bearing spear and sword, watching with sharp
eyes against any intrusion. The night is so
still, bringing no_sound save that of the
steady pacing of the gentinels. The king is
at rest.  Hark! What voice does he hear in
the night ? It is the voice that Samuel heard,
that Moses heard, that Abraham heard, that
so many have caught echoing in mystic
dreams or rapt vision, the voice of God. And
the voice says, “ Ask.” What request shall
the king make? “Ask for power,” says
Ambition. “Ask for governments and peoples,
for armies and fleets, for cities and towns.
Giet power.” ¢ Ask for wealth,” says Avarice,
« for gold and silver and precious stones. Get
money.” “Ask for many days,” says Life,
wfor freedom from pain, for health and
strength., Get long life” “ Ask for those
who hate thee,” says Revenge, * for the heads
of thine enemies.” “Yes,” says Self, sum-
ming up all the above in one desire, “ask to
reign alone, without opposition, for many
days, in splendor.” No, it is but “a little
child” erying in the dark for guidance, who
knows not “how to go out or come in,” a little
child begging to know and do his duty, turn-
ing to the wise, loving, strong arms of a
Father held down to him. What wonder if
the arms bringing wisdom heldout honour and
riches also ! “ It was a dream !” says Solomon
in the morning, rising from his couch. A
dream that was a benediction.

B.C. 1012.]
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LESSON IV.—THE TEMPLE BUILT.
1 Kings 6. 1-14.

1 And it came to pass, in the |
® four hundred and eightieth |
* year after the children of Israel |

. were come out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of |

Solomon’s reign over Israel, in
the month Zif, which is the |
second @ month, that he b began to build the |
house of the Lord. |
a Of the sucred year:

b Built,

2 And a the house which king Solomon built |
for the Lord, the length thereof was threescore
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, ‘
and the height thereof thirty cubits.

a Ezek, 41, 1.

3 And the porch before the temple of the |
house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, |
according to the breadth of the house.

about the end of April.— 1

narrow lights.
¢ Or, windows broad within and narrow without :

or, skewed and closed ; Ezek. 40, 16,
5 And d against the wall of the house he
built e chambers round about, aj
of the house round about, bot

| with winding
4 And for the house he made ¢ windows of \ and

ainst the walls |
of the temple !

and of the foracle: and he made g chambers
round about.
d Or, upon, or, joining to.—e Floors.—f Or, Holy
of holies.—q Ribs,

6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits
broad, and the middle was six cubits broad,
and the third was seven cubits broad : for
without in the wall of the house he made
h narrowed rests round about, that the beams
should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

h Narrowing, or, rebatements.
7 And the house, when it was in building,

| was built of stone made ready before it was

brought thither: so that there was neither
hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in
the house while it was in building.

8 The door for the middle chamber was in
the right i side of the house : and they went up
stairs into the middle chamber,
out of the middle into the third.

i Shoulder.

0 So he built the house, and finished it ; and
covered the house j with beams and boards of
cedar. .

j Or, the vault beams and the ceilings with cedar,

10 And then he built chambers against all
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the house, five cubits high : and they rested on
the house with timber of cedar.

2 11 And the word of the Lord came to
Solomon, saying,

2ar 12 Concerning this house which thou art
in building, if thou wilt walk in my statutes,
and execute my judgments, and keep all my
commandments to walk in them; then will I
perform my word with thee, which I spake
unto David thy father :

2ar 13 And b I will dwell among the children
of Israel, and ¢ will not forsake my people

Israel.
b Evod. 25. 8; 29, 45; Lev. 26, 11; 2Cor. 6.16;
Heb, 3. 6; Rev, €1, 8.—c Deut.81.6; Heb. 18. 5.
14 So Solomon built the house, and finished

it.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The great event of Solomon's reign was the
building of the temple, a work for which vast
reparations had been made in the life-time of
Y)nvill, and upon which the treasures of the
empire were lavished. Although we have two
accounts of it in the Bible, it is impossible to
obtain any idea of its architectural appearance.
Though some contend for a steep, pointed roof,
we are inclined to believe that it was flat-
roofed, like most oriental buildings. In its
general plan it copied the tabernacle, having
two important rooms : the Holy Place, perhaps
sixty by thirty feet in dimensions ; and the
Holy of Holies, a cube of thirty feet. Within
these rooms sheeted on all sides with gold,
stood the same furniture as formerly in the
tabernacle, except that ten upright lamps were
in the place of the golden candlestick. In
front o} the Holy Place rose the Porch, a
separate building nearly two hundred feet high
(if the figures in our version are correct), at
the entrance to which stood two ornamental
pillars, bearing the names Jachin and Boaz.
‘As rooms for the priests had grown up beside
the old tabernacle, they were perpetuated in
the temple, in a series of chambers on three
sides of the building, and three stories high.
Around the house was an open court for the
priests, containing the great altar, and a reser-
voir of water which stood on the backs of
twelve brazen bulls, Outside this court was
another for the people, paved with marble and
surrounded with pillars. The precise location
of the temple has not yet been determined.
Most believe that the summit of Mount
Moriah, marked by the native rock under the
(so-called) Mosque of Omar, was the site of
the altar, but some contend that it was the
place of the Holy of Holies, which would
require a change from the accepted position of
every part of the temple.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 1. Four hundred and eigh-
tieth year. This is the most precise date
given in the Old Testament, and upon it the
received chronology is based. Back of the
l}xodus the dates are uncertain, and the exact
times of individual judges are unknown ; but
from Solomon’s time we have certain figures,
which are confirmed by the Egyptian and
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Assyrian monuments. Come out of the
land. At last, a free people, firmly settled
in their own land, erect the house which stands
as the memorial of their gratitude. Month
Zif. The word means brightness, or blossom,
and it represented the close of May and open-
ing of June, the flowery time in Palestine.
Began to build, Though great prepara-
tions had been made, the house was seven
years and_a half in building, The house
of the Liord. So called because built in
honour of God, the token of his presence
among his people, and directed by inspiration.
1 Chron. 28. 12. 1. God’s house is now in the
hearts of his people.

9. The house, That is, the main part of
the structure, which was roofed over, and con-
secrated to God’s worship, not including the
porch in front nor the chambers around ; that

art only which was built for the Lord.
he length thereof was threescore
cubits. About ninety feet, inside measure-
ment. The breadth. About thirty feet
wide. The height. Forty-five feet, from
floor to roof. These dimensions were double
those of the tabernacle. 2. As God's people
grow greater and stronger, they should provide
more liberally for his worship.

3. The porch, The vestibule, which was
not considered a part of the building. This
corresponded to the width of the house, thirty
feet, and was fifteen feet deep. Its height, as
given in 2 Chron. 3. 4, must have been nearly
two hundred feet, more than four times that of
the temple proper. Perhaps the figures have
been incorrectly written, as the Septuagint
version gives it at thirty feet, not quite so high
as the building itself. Some have thought
that it was open, others that a veil was hung
across the front of the temple, back of the two
pillars which hung in the doorway.

4. For the house. That is, for the
Holy Place, the front room in the temple pro-
per. Windows, These windows were

robably placed high up in the wall, above the
height of the chambers which surrounded the
building. They were to admit light and let
out the smoke of the lamps and the incense.
Narrow lights. Literally, ‘‘of closed
beams ;" that is, a lattice-work which was
fastened, and not like those of dwelling-
houses, removable at pleasure. Some translate
« broad within and narrow without,” wider on
the inside than on the outside. 3. The old
dispensation was one of shadow, the new is
one of light.

5. Against the wall. Onthe outside of
the wall of the temple-building, but built sepa-
rate from it, and not resting upon its wall.
The temple....and the oracle. One
word refers to the Holy place, the other to the
Holy of Holies. Cham ers round about.
These were rooms for the use of the priests
while engaged in the service of the temple, in
which each spent a fortnight of the year. 4.
Those who do the work of God’s house should
receive provision and care from it.
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6. The nethermost. Those on the
lower stories, or ground floor. Five cubits
broad. In order to preserve the sanctity of
the house, the floor of tEese chambers, of which
there were three stories, rested upon beams on
a separate wall from that of the temple. This
wall was thicker by a cubit for each lower
story, so that it formed a series of steps, and
the higher stories were wider than the lower.
Narrow rests. That is, as otherwise trans-
lated, ** rebatements around the house outside,”
or tedges around its wall, on which the cham-
bers rested.

%7. Built of stone made ready. Each
stone was squared and fitted to its place on the
wall at the quarry. In the excavations under
and around the temple, at its lowest founda-
tions, no chips of stone are found. Before it
was brought. There are quarries at Beth-
lehem, others near Jerusalem, and still others
under Mount Moriah itself, from either or all
of which the stone may have been taken for the
temple. Neither hammer nor axe. 5.
So God's invisible Church, his true temple,
grows silently in the world.

8. The door. Whether this was the only
door is uncertain ; but it was certainly the only
access to the chambers on the second and third
floors. Rightside. Thesouthside. They
went up. The priests ascended by windin,
stairs to their rooms, which may have opened
into each other, or upon a balcony running
around them all.

9, 10. Covered the house. That is,
roofed it. Some have imagined a gable-roof,
but a flat roof is universal in the Orient.
Boards of cedar. The cedar of Lebanon,
floated down the sea to Joppa, and thence
carried overland. This is a very durable wood.
Built chambers. A repetition of the fact
in vers. 5, 6 ; stated here to name the material
of which their floors weremade. F'ive cubits
high. Each was of this height, so that the
three stories were fifteen cubits or twenty-two
feet high, a stor; less than the height of the
temple proper, leaving room for t%ne row of
windows named in verse 4.

11, 12. The word of the Lord came.
Probably h[\: a prophet. If thou wilt. This
was to make Solomon know that magnificent
buildings and a costly ritual would not take
the place of practical godliness. 6. There is a
condition with every promise of God. 7. The
Lord honours obedience more than sacrifice.
Spake unto David. God had promised
David that he should be succeeded by one of
his sons, and that the throne should remain in
the line of his descendants. This promise is
now renewed to Solomon, upon certain condi-
tions.

13, 14. I will dwell. God hereby prom-
ised to show the tokens of his presence among
the Israclites, and to give them especial care,
as his own people. Tﬁis did not mean that
other nations were hated by God ; for all who
would serve him could enjoy the same privileges.
Finished it. Seven years were occupied in
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the work; and the building stood four cen-
turies, until destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Mine house shall be called an house of
prayer,—lsa. 56. 7.

OUTLINE.

1. A House for the Lord,

2. The Lord in his Mouse,

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 670, Methodist Hymn-Book.

Behold the sure foundation-stone
Which God in Zion lays,

To build our heavenly hopes upon,
And his eternal praise.

v. 1-10.
v, 1114,

Chosen of God, to sinners dear,
We now adore thy name ;

We trust our whole salvation here,
Nor can we suffer shame.

The foolish builders, scribe and priest,
Reject it with disdain ;

Yet on this rock the Church shall rest,
And envy rage in vain.

What though the gates of hell -withstood,
Yet must this building rise ;

"Tis thine own work, almighty God,
And wondrous in our eyes.

. 671, Methodist Hymn-Book.

0 thou, whose own vast temple stands,
Built over earth and sca,

Accept the walls that human hands
Have raised to worship thee !

Lord, from thine inmost lory send,
Within these courts to bide,

The peace that dwelleth without end,
Serenely by thy side ?

May erring minds that worship here
Be taught the better way ;

And they who mourn, and they who fear,
Be strengthened as they pray.

May faith grow firm, and love grow warm,
And pure devotion rise,

While round these hallowed walls the storm
Of earthborn passion dies.

. 672, Methodist Hymn-Book.
0 Lord of hosts, whose glory fills
The bounds of the eternal hills,
And yet vouchsafes, in Christian lands,
To dwell in temples made with hands;

Grant that all we who here to-day
Rejoicing this foundation lay,
May be in very deed thine own,
Built on the precious Corner-stone.

Endue the creatures with the grace
That shall adorn thy dwelling-place ;
The beauty of the oak and pine,

The gold and silver, make them thine.

To thee they all pertain ; to thee

The treasures of the earth and sea ;
And when we bring them to thy throne
We but present thee with thine own.
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Time.—B, C. 1012,
PrLACE.—Mount Moriah.

Expraxatioss, —Month Zif—About the time
of our May. The house of the Lord—A build-
ing which should represent God’s presence
among his people. 7'he house—The uilding
itself, apart from its courts, Threescore cubits
—About ninety feet, the cubit being about a
foot and a half. 7The length—The measure-
ments, inside and outside. Windows—These
were for the rooms in the second slory of the
house. Chambers—These were rooms for the
priests around the temple, Oracle—The holy
of holies. Nethermost — The lowest of the
three stories, These rooms were made to rest
upon walls separate from those of the temple
itself, Stone made ready—Hewed and pre-
pared to fit in_ their places. The door—The
door to the priests’ chambers, which was on
the northern side of the building, and from
which winding stairs led up to the rooms.
Five cubits high—Each of the three stories was
seven and a half feet high. Keep all my com-
mandments—This Solomon with all his wisdom
failed to do. My word with thee—The promise
of long life and’ continued prosperity. Built
the house—It stood on Mount Moriah, and was
surrounded by an open court paved with mar-
ble, around which were columned walls.

HOME READINGS.

M. The temple built. 1 Kings 6. 1-14.

T, The material furnished. 1 Kings 5. 7-18.
W. The temple furnished. 1 Kings 6. 17-30.
Th. The temple repaired. 2 Kings 12. 5-12.
F. The temple of the body. John 2 13-25.
S, The destruction foretold. Luke 21, 5-15.
8. The house of prayer. Isa. 56. 1-8.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1 A House for the Lord. v.1.10.
When did Solomon begin to build the temple ?
In what year of his reign? Give the dimen-
sions of Solomon’s temple? How long is a
cubit? What was the size of the porch? How
was the temple lighted by day? What addi-
tions were made to the house? Of what ma-
terial was the temple made? How was noise
avoided while building? With what was the
stone covered ? What additional covering was
placed upon the wood ? v. 22.

2. The Lord in his House, v. 11-14.
Who spoke to Solomon? What covenant was
renewed ? What were its conditions? Where
did the Lord promise to dwell? What was the
symbol of his presence? 2 Sam. 4, 4. Where
was the ark placed? 1 Kings 8. 6-8. With
whom does the Lord now dwell ? 1 John 4. 15.
How may his presenee be secured ? Psa. 145. 18,

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That God dwells with his people ?

2. That obedience to him secures his pres-
ence ?

3. That the Lord is a covenant-keeping God ?
Tue Lesson Carecuism.—(For the entire
school.) 1, In what year did Solomon begin

the building of the temple? In the fourth
year of his reign. 2. Of what was the temple
built? Of stone. 3. What was peculiar in
the building of the temple? No tool of iron
was heard. 4. With what was the temple
covered? With beams and boards of cedar.
5. What did God say he would do if Solomon
walked in his ways? He would dwell with his
people Israel.

l)locrm.\'AL SvaaesTioN, —The worship of
God.

QUENTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN'TS,

1. A House for the Lord, v. 1-10.
When was the house built, and why is the date
iven so precisely ? What was the form of the
house ?  From what earlier building was it
copiell? Exod. 40. 2, 3. What were the two
Emlcipul rooms init? v. 17, 20. What were
uilt on the outside of the house around it?
For what purpose were these rooms ? How did
the manner of building the house represent
God’s kingdom? With what was the house
ornamented ? v. 21, 22,  'What did this repre-
sent? Rev. 21. 10, 11.
2. The Lord in_his House, v. 11-14:
What was God's rromise concerning the house?
Upon what did the promises depend? What
was the word that God had spoken to David ?
2 Sam. 7. 13, How was this promise fulfilled
in Christ? How does God dwell among his
people now ? 1 John 1. 3.

PRACIICAL TEACHINGS,

How does this lesson show—
1. The glory of God’s dwelling-place ?
2. The quiet growth of God’s kingdom ?

3. The condition of God’s promises ?
QUESTIONNS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

When did Solomon commence to build the
temple? In the fourth year of hisreign. How
long was this after the children of Israel left
Egypt? Four hundred and eighty years.
What time of the year did he commence ? In
the month Zif, corresponding to our month of
May. Of what was the temple built? Of
stone, made ready before it was brought to
Jerusalem. Why did Solomon build the temple
without noise? He felt that the work was
sacred. For whom did Solomon build this
house? For the Lord, What is the Lord’s
house? A place of prayer. Why should we
love God’s house ? Because he is there. What
does God call a human heart? His tem-
ple, or house. What makes God’s temple

lovious? His presence. With whom will

od dwell? With those who keep his com-
mandments. When will God come into our
hearts ? When we open the door to him.
Whose word never fails? The word of the
Lord. What is his word to-day? *‘Give me
thy heart.” What will he make of it? His
own temple.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

God reminded Solomon, that to love him and
obey his law was more than building the temple.




THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

God promised Solomon peace and Yrospe[ity if
he would serve him. God’s law and love is the
same as it was when Solomon lived. Love,
faith, and obedience to him are better in his

11 the works we can do, or gifts we

1f we love and serve God, he will
surely send us blessing and joy. 1 will love
thee, O God, my strength ! ”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The House of God.
I. THE HOUSE.
1. Its Porch, The porch before. v. 3.
«Enter into his gates. . . .with praise.

Psa. 100. 4. .
« Ransomed. . . .cOme t0 Zion.” Isa. 35

10.
. Its Chambers. Chambers round
about. V. §

“They which-minister. ...live.” 1 Cor.
9. 13

«Blessed. . . .dwell in thy house.” Psa.
84.4.

 1ts Sanctuary. Temple of the house.
v /3

«The" first. ...called the sanctuary.”

eb. 9. 2.
«gatisfied with the goodness.” Psa.

65. 4.
4 Its Oracle. Of the oracle. V. 5.

& Called the holiest of all.” Heb. 9. 3.
“God is in the midst of her.” Psa.
46. 5.
11. THE PURPOSE OF THE HOUSE.

I
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4. The temple, though magnificent and
costly, was the free-will offering of the king
and the people; so the Church is the
result of the labour and gifts of God’s
people.

5. The temple arose silently, and so the
Church grows * without observation,” by the
quiet operation of the great forces. V. 7.

6. The temple, like the Church, was the
outward token of God’s spiritual presence
among his people, and the pledge that he
would hear their prayers. v. 12, 13.

CATECHINN QUESTION.
1. How did all things come into being ?
By the will of God ; who created all things
and brought all into their present order.
In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth, Genesis 1. 1.
He spake, and it was done; he commanded,
and it stood fast, Psaln 33. 9.
By faith we understand that the worlds have
been framed by the word of God, so that what
is seen hath not been made out of things which
do appear. Hebrews 11. 3.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

TuE illustrated papers and magazines of
the present day are constantly used for the
purpose of making their readers in some
measure acquainted with the great works
}vhlch are being carried on. We got, for
instance, a series of pictures representing
different parts of a large manufactory, each

I. A House of Prayer. An house of | one showing a different stage of the work

prayer. Golden Text.
«Windows open toward Jerusalem.’
Dan. 6. 10.

!.here carried on ; and by means of all the
illustrations we are able to form some idea of
the manner in which it is done, and the

». A House for the Lord. The house | amount of labour and pains bestowed upon

... .built for the Lord. v. 2.

it. The teacher of this | sson may with ad-

«Ye are the temple of. .. “God.” 2 Cor. | vantage adopt a somewhat similar plan, and

6. 16.
3. A House of God’s Promise, The | of mental pictures i

word of the Lord came. V. 11, 12.

«To obey is better than sacrifice.” |© The first

1 Sam. 15. 22.

4. A House of God’s Presence. 1 will | on the map.

dwell among ... - 1srael. v. 13,
«1 will be their God.” Zech. 8. 8.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Temple a Type of the Church.

endeavour to luppl{ his class with a series
lustrating the whole sub-
ject of the lesson.
icture should be the hill of
Moriah, the situation of which may be shown
Here had lived Araunah the
Jebusite chief, and here was the flat,
bare, circular piece of ground which had
been his threshing-floor. On this thresh-
ing-floor the temple of God was to
built. But the area was not itself large

1. The temple, like the Church, arose | enough to contain all the building, and re-

among a chosen, peculiar, and consecrated

people, called out from the world. v. I.

quired to be artificially enlarged. And the
spot was surrounded on all sides by valleys,

2. The temple, like the Church, required | and therefore difficult of access. How much

long preparation

before it was finally erected. | less labour would have been involved in the

God waited four thousand years before | construction of a building on some large

founding the Christian Church. v. 1.

3. The temple was the outgrowth and en-

plain !
Now turn to the stone quarries, as some

largement of the tabernacle ; and the Chris- think of Lebanon, though this seems uncer-

tian Church arose out of the Jewish system tain.

of worship. v. 2.

Here are some t ousands of Israelite
and Phenician workmen hewing out enor

e e e T e i
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mous stones for building, shaping and
squaring them, so that nothing more re-
mains to be done but to transport them to
their place. Month after month, and year
after year, this work was going on.

Next look at the cedar forests. Here are
thousands more workmen, some felling the
lofty trees, others chopping off the branches
and trimming them. The solitudes of Leba-
non are made vocal with the sound of the
axe. Year after year, summer after summer,
this work continues.

Down the slopes of the mountain the cedar
beams are carried to the sea-shore. Here
they are stoutly roped together, launched,
and floated down the Mediterranean to
Joppa. 2 Chron. 2. 16. The great stones,
ready hewn and squared, are placed, pro-
hably, on rough carts, and dragged along by
oxen. Eighty thousand of the “ strangers”
in Israel, with officers over them, are em-
ployed in preparing the stone and the wood,
beside the Israelite workmen and the ser-
vants of Hiram king of Tyre ; and seventy
thousand are engaged in the transport.
2 Chron. 2. 17, 18; 1 Kings 5.6, 13, 14, 18.

Now turn back to Jerusalem. The work-
men are busy upon Mount Moriah. But
there is no sound, as usually when building
is going on, of the axe and the hammer, only
the shouting when some huge stone is
brought forth and, by means of which weare
ignorant, hoisted to its place. ~ The sloping
sides of the area are built up level and firm
and strong, and then begins the erection of
the temple itself with its surrounding
chambers and courts. The inside has to be
covered with cedar wood, adorned with
carving, and overlaid with gold. Quietly,
carefully, diligently, the work is carried on,
and in seven years' time the whole is com-
plete.

We have noticed the workmen, but who
was the architect of this costly structure?
None other than the king himself. Vers. 1,
14. But he did not build after his own de-
vices. He had the pattern from his father
David, and David had it from above. 1
Chron. 28. 11, 12, 19. The real architect
was Jehovah, Jehovah chose the place, and
gave the pattern of the building ; Solomon
and his servants had to carry it out. And
there was not a humble hewer of wood or
stone, or a byrden-bearer, one of the
“strangers ” in Israel, but could say that he
had had a part in building the Lord’s house,
and might share in the blessing promised in
connection with it. Vers. 12, 13.

This “house of prayer,” this “house for
the name” of Jehovah, (2 Sam. 7. 13 ;) this
“house of rest for the ark of the covenant of
the Lord,” (1 Chron. 28. 2,) wae the type of
a spiritual building. We read in the Old

Testament of a “stone which the builders
refused,” and which was yet destined to be-
come *the head of the corner,” (Psa. 118,
22,) a “tried stane, a precious corner-stone,
a sure foundation,” (isa. 28. 16,) and of One
who is at the same time the “ Shepherd”
and the “Stone of Israel.” Gen. 49. 24.
Peter in the New Testament (following our
Lord’s teaching, Matt. 21. 42) tells us how
these prophecies were fulfilled, (Acts 4. 11 ;
1 Peter 2. 6,7 ;) and both Peter and Paul
show us the “holy temple,” the “ spiritual
house” erected on this foundation. Eph. 2.
20-22; 1 Pet. 2. 3, 4.

This building 1s erected at infinite cost.
No silver nor gold, nor any “corruptible
thing,” could have sufficed. The price was
the blood of the Son of Ged. Acts 20. 28 ;
1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. It is erected with infinite
pains. Of this the parables of the shepherd
seeking his lost sheep,and the woman search-
ing for her piece of silver, are illustrations.
It is erected according to a perfect pattern.
“It is God’s building,” builded “through
the Spirit.” 1 Cor. 3. 9; Eph. 2.22. This is
the divine side.

But there is the human side. The hewers
of wood and stone, the burden-bearers, etc.,
are found all over the world. In the back
streets of the great city, in the well-ordered
Sunday-school, in the crowded church, in
the preaching station by the way-side,
among the swamps of West Africa, under
the palm-trees of India, in the countless
cities and villages of China, on the desolate
plains of the North, the work is going on.
Many are the pictures which might be
drawn of it. The young nurse who is telling
her little charge of Him who gathers the
lambs in His bosom, and who bears with
their waywardness for His sake, is at work.

BEREAN METHODS,
ints for the Tenchers’ Meeting and the
Class.

Show the stages of growth in the worship
of God’s ancient people : 1. The altar; 2.
The tabernacle, (describe it briefly ;) 3. The
temple. ... The place of the temple, Mount
Moriah. . ..Draw the map of the mountains,
and show where the mountains stood....
The departments of the temple: 1. The
outer court ; 2. The inner court; 3. The
porch ; 4. The chambers ; 5. The sanctuary
or holy place; 6. The oracle or holy of
holies. ...Show the location, dimensions,
contents, and use of the several departments,
drawing a ground plan......How the temple
foreshadowed the Church. (See Additional
Practical Lessons)......The spiritual teach-
ings, see stated in references of Analytical
and Biblical Outline......Where is God’s
temple now? How may we keep it worthy of
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God’s presence ILLUSTRATION. It is
said that in the building of the temple one
workman who had been set to hew out a
stone into a certain form said, “ This is of
no worth,” and threw it aside  Afterward,
they sought for the stone which was to crown
the roof, and it was missing ; for that was
the one cast aside. So in the building of
God's spiritual house, the soul of least
apparent value may be the most precious of
the living stones in the edifice.

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M, V. M.

LESSON THOUGHT. Building for God.
SOLOMON’S TEMPLE.

A list of the materials used may be printed
on the board, and then the teacher may tell
how each was used. The white marble was
used to make the temple walls. The fragrant
cedar-wood, upon which was carved flowers
and angels, was all covered with gold, and
this was used inside the temple. Many
things were entirely made of gold, as lamps,
candlesticks, basins, spoons, etc. The brass
was used to make two great pillars for the
porch, and a basin of brass, to stand outside
the temple, so large that it was held up by
twelve oxen all made of brass. Then there
were lovely curtains made of fine white
linen, beautifully embroidered with blue,

and scarlet. This curtain hung
the Holy Place, and the Holy of
Holies. (Use blackboard illustration.) Tell
that it took seven years to build the temple.
Work for the Lord must not be carelessly or
hastily done. Tell how quietly it was done.

GOD'S TEMPLE.

The temple that we have been hearing
about was called Solomon’s temple, because
he builtit. But it was a temple for God, and
so the heart-temple which each oneis called
to build is for him. What is this little temple
which we are each building to be used for?
Call for Golden Text, and teach that if God
comes to live in our hearts they will need to
be very clean places, and that we will need
the help of God every day to make and keep
them clean. Ask how many think that God
really wants to come and livein us? Read
1 Cor. 3. 16. He wants not only our hearts,
but our bodies, and so we must be careful of
our bodies for His sake. W ho is building for
Godnow? Who will make this his work, to
build for the great King a temple for Him to
dwell in?

Lesson Word-Plcturcs.

Look down into this quarry echoing with
shouts and hammer-strokes and the crash of
rocks. Watch the men at their work. Sam-
son and Goliath, Hercules and Achilles,seem
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to have come back, and their muscles are
straining on the heavy hammers that swing
above these buried ledges. How their
strong, heavy blocks ring out louder and
louder ! They are shaping the stones tor the
temple. “ 1 give these massive blocks,” says
the quarry, * for Solomon’s temple.” ~ Stand
on this rock by the sea. Do you not make
out that black blotch on the face of the
bright sea? It is a mass of timber that has
been floated a long way down the coast.
Watch the men as they spring across the
back of this huge creature of wood lazily
floating in the sea, and watch the waves that
give its outlines a fringe of snow. “ 1 give
these fragrant cedars for Solomon’s temple,”
says the Lebanon-raft. Go into_the shops
where the smiths are melting and moulding
and shaping and polishing the gold. Stand
by the carvers who are graving mystic
cherubim and stately palms and fair flowers
on the olive wood. ~ Bend over the weavers
who are braiding together blue and purple
and crimson. See the molten brass hissing
along with a dazzling glitter, on its way to be
wrought by cunning artificers into the great
altar of shapely pillars of brass. “ All these
we give for Solomon’s temple,” cry goldsmith
and carver and weaver and worker in brass.

.Illncklm-nl.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

COURT OF THE

_THi

PEOPLE.

These outlines represent the temple and
its courts. The reviewer can describe the
temple, or have some scholar tell all that can
briefly be told. The first court is the Court
of Priests, the second is the Court of the
People. It will be of interest to describe
these, and by chalk marks locate the brazen
altar, brazen lavers, gates, etc.

LESSONS FOR NOVEMBER, 1884

Nov. 2. The Temple Dedicated. 1 Kings
8. 22-36.

Nov. 9. The Wisdom of Solomon. 1 Kings
10, 1-13.

Nov. 16, Solomon’s Sin. 1 Kings 11 4-13.

I‘(l)ov.z}. Proverbs of Solomon. Prov. I.
1-16.

Nov. 30. True Wisdom. Prov. 8. 1-17.




