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THE CRAFTSMAN,;

AND
CANADIAN MASONIC RECORD.
Bro. BT MASON. | ¢ Ehe Queen and the Graft {3 Dovamne

Vour. V1I. HAMILTON, Ox~t., FEB. 1873.

A CLEAR BALLOT FOR A WIFE.

A STORY FOUNDED ON FACT.

LY W. H. H. B,

A few years ago there resided in the quict village of C an earn-
est, active member of ouc of the leading churches, whom we shall call
for the want of a better name, David Winslow. Ile was one of those
active men who are naturally born to lead, and in the church society
he exercised considerable influence in the direction ¢ f its atfairs, and
for one occupying the position he did (being an humble carpenter), was
looked up to many for advice and good council. While he was an
carnest, ardent and honest worker in the Lord’s vinevard, he was
equally as honest in opposition to all secret societies, and lost no oc-
easion to make known his objection to them. At the class meeting he
prayed fervently to the Great Architect to so enlighten the minds of all
men, that they would forsake the errors of their ways and unite with
the church in practising those Christian virtues which we are taught to.
observe.

At the workshop he often -held long arguments c¢incerning the evil
effects of secret societies on the community ; and while he thus argued
his eldest son, Hiram, who worked day by day at the same bench, was
an attentive listener; aud naturally enough, it awoke in his mind a de-
sire to know more of the mysteries of which his father talked.

Mr. Winsiow usually directed his conversation to Mr. Henry Pearson,
a man of sixty, who, while he held but little argument with his shop-
mate, would occasionally ask questions in such a manner that, while
they related to the teachings of the church, they pointed strongly to-
wards the principles of Free and Accepted Masonry. Thus days and
even months passed. Mr. Winslow, whenever an opportunity offered,
used to question Father Pearson about the sincerity of Masonry, until
Father P. concluded that he ought to plainly tell the scofier what Ma-
sonry was and what it was not; so turning from his bench, where he
had been drawing some some designs for 2 new church ediflee, he said :
“Mr. Winslow, I have heard youior a long time make light of Masonry,
and ridicule its prineiples; and now I feel it my duty to tell you that
you are very far from the truth in your .cndemnation of a society
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which embraces the be:t men of 2very nation, in every station oflife,

and whose principles arc as enduring as the church in which you make

so loud professious; for, like the church, its great light is the holy

Scripture, by which we are taught Faith, Hope and Charity; and the

%reatest ot these is Charity, for it extends beyund thegrave through the
oundless realms of eternity.

“By the exercise of brotherly love we are taught to regard the whole
human race as one great family ; the high and low, rich and pocr; who
as created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the vame planet,
are to aid, support and protect each othce,  On this principle, Masonry
unites men of every cline, sect and opinion, and cements true friend-
ship between those who otherwisc might remain for ever ata distance
from each othcr, It is the duty of every Masoun to relieve the distressed
but especially a brother Mason. To sovthe the unhappy, t. sympathize
. with their misforwnes, to restore peace to their troubled minds, is the
great aim Masonry has in view.

« It encourages fortitude, teaches prudence, practices temperance and
endeavors to administer justice swithout distinction. It commands
charity and practises charity; and while I honor, esteem and love the
church, I equally honor, esteem and love masonry. Masonry teaches
us not o scoff at other men’s opinivns however different from our own;
not to traduce the character of those who choose to worship the
Almighty in their own chamber; not to speak ill of our neighbors;
not to blaspheme; but ever to extend the haud of charity, that shall
give to the sick and distressed wherever found, of whatever nation,
from whatever clime, so long as they are worthy. Snch, Mr, Winslow,
is Masonry.”

The scene was a remarkable one during the utlerance of the remarks
by Father Pearson. David Winslow was astonished to find so earnest
and ardent a Jefender of Masonry, for while he knew Mr. P. occasionally
argued with him on his favorite topic in rather an cvasive way, he
little dreamed that he was a member of the despised fraternity.

The younger Winslow drupped his saw, and seemed to take in every
wor ! that was uttered ; and it was evident from his manner that he was
not satisfied with so meagre a_ statement, for he desired to know more
about the brethren who assembled to Luild the Temple at Jerusalem.
He determined to have a confidential talk with Father T arson at the
first opportunity ; but it did not occur as soon as he expected.

The next morning dawned hot and sultry, and as soon as the break-
fast was over he hurried tu the shop in hopes to meet Father Pearson
before seven o'clock. But at arriving at his place of lavor he was dis-
appointed not to find Pearson at his accustomed place, The forenoon

agsed, but the faithful Mason did not come to finish his designs for the

orkmen. At noun young Winslow, kocwing the puncuuality of
Father Pearson when well, surmised that the heat bad been to exeessive
for his friend, so on his journey to dinner he passed a little out of his
to his own Lome to cull at the humble cottage of Mr. Pearson, and as-
certain the cause of his absence.

Ty seized carefully the old-fashioned bronze knocker and let it fall
one, two, three times, and again once. S on a light step was heard in-
side, and the door was opened by Miss Alice Pearson, Mr. P.’s only
daughter, who pleasunily bade him “Come in!” Yourg Winslow de-
clined, Lut said he had caled to learn &hy her father lad been absent
from the shop. She replicd that her father kad been very sick all
night—that he was overcome by the extreme neat—and she feared at
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onc time that she should be left alone. Tears came to ! or eyes as she
uttered the last words, and furcher cunversation was interrupted by
Myr. Pearson calling young Winslow to his bed-side, when he ‘told his
young friend how he had been taken ill, and how Alice in the still hour
of night went to call the doctor, us they were alune with no one to send.
Young Winslow's call was necessarily short, but as he bid hisfriend and
Alice good-bye he promised to call again. As he stepped off the door
sill, Alice said, in an undertone: ¢ The doctor is tearful that it will turn
into brain fover, and if it does it will be so terrible to be all alone!”

Young Winslow assented to this, but hoped all would turn out for
the best, and started homeward, after rencwing his promise to Alice
that he would call in the cvening and dv any little ¢rrand she might
require.

At his bench that afternoon many things passed through his mind,
not the least of which was the neat and humble home, of his sick friend.
Father Pearson grew worse, and young Winslow called every day to
learn how his friend’s health fared, and to do anything needed. A
week had passed; a few neihbors had called on Futher Pearson ; but
Alice watched day and night beside the bed of her father, scarcely
tasting food.;and she was weary and care-worn.  Young Winslow noticed
how miserable she looked, and on returning home one night told his
mother that be feared Alice Pevison would get »ick in taking care of
her father, and that she looked as tbough she had not tasted fuod in a
week,

Mrs. Winslow told her son that she v as sorry for the Pearson family
and that if she got through her buking in time, she would go over and
sce the sick man. About four o'clock that afternoon Mrs. W, akind
hearted Christian woman, rolled up in a napkin 4 few biscuits and a
loaf of cake and went over to the Pearson’s cottage. She rapped, and
was on the puint of knocking a secoud time, when the door was opened
by Alice, who bad her head tied up with a whito haundkerchief, and
looked very pale. Alice asked her in, and said as she did ~0; “I have
been up with father all night, and I have got such a head-ache that I
can hardly sit up.” Mrs. Winslow did not wait to ask what to do, but
set to work at once to relieve Alice’s head-ache. She went into the
kitchen to make a fire for the purpose of preparing a cup of strong tea
for her young friend. She managed to find some bits of wood, and soon
the tea was prepared, and Aice drank of it as though it tasted good.
‘When Mrs. W. left, Alice felt much better and Mr. Pearson said he felt
more comfortable.

The first question Tiram Winslow asked his mo her on returning
home to tea, wad if she had been over tuv Father Peirson’s. She told
him she had, and during the conversation expressel to her son the
belief that Alice had nothing in the house to live 01, She said she
would make up a basket of necessaries and he might tule it over after
tea; but just as tea was over, visitors called on Mrs, W, and the dona-
tion for the time was forgotton. :

Next morning Hiram Winslow determined to take up asmall coniri-
bution for his sick shop-mate, and stepped over to Warren Sunford’s
bench and told him in a half confidential way wuat his mother had said
regarding the necessities of Mr. Pearson.  Sanford regarded the plan
as a proper one, and advised him to draw up a paper and let all sign it,
and give what they felt best able to afford.

Young Winsiow lovked all over the shop o find a blank sheet of
writing paper, but was only able to find a half sheet printed on one
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side. It was the best he could get, and thinking that it did not make-
much difference on what the names were written, so long as sccured
the aid he desired, he prepared a proper beading and wrote his name
first, giving five dollars. By this timo it was twelve o’clock, and War-
ren Sanford had gone, without subscribing, or announcing his wish to
do =0, although young Winslow bad read the substance of the heading
to him before he went.  Iie had hoped that Sanford would have put his
name down next to his own, but he was gone; so after asking one or
two others, he passed the paper over to his father just as he was passing
out of the door to go home for dinner.

David Winslow read the heading and the names, and then accident-
ally turned it over to sce what wuas on the other side, and there he
found a blank proposition for the mysteries of Masonry, directed to
Trinity Lodge, Nc. - ---.  Mr, Winslow, after reading it, looked stern-
ly at his son, and then glanced at the paper, and said : “Iiram, [ had
hoped that my son would never be guilty of having anything to do with

" that really bad as-ociation of men who call themselves masons.  Since
I have come to be a man, I have avoided them as a class not to be
tolerated or countenanced : and while I would be glad to aid Mr. Pear-
son, let him apply for aid to his boasted Masonic_brethren; that is the
proper place for him to solicit alms, not here.” Ile again looked atthe
paper and read: ¢ Hiram Winslow 85, Ilis face was flushed with
anger, and he said :  « Hiram you are nou able to give five dollars.
Why ! when T asked you to give towards the mission chapel, you said
that you could only give onc dollar, and here you have put your name
down for five times that amount, where it will never do you any good;
while, if you had given that amount to the chapel fund, your nuame
would have been placed in the corner-stone and have gone down to
future generations. No, 1 cannot give anything, much less put my
pame to any Masonic paper.”

Young Winslow felt sorry for his father, and said: “Father I am
sorry that you will not give anything to aid old Mr. Pearson. I know
that he needs it, for when I called there the other night A.ice had only
some clear tea for supper, and I dow’t kinow how they can buy any
medicine, for Mr. Pearson told me that his last week's wages wore
gone, and that he hoped be should get oat soon, so as to let Alice com-
plete some dresses she had promised to finish the day he was taken sick.
And, so far as the money is concerned, it will do more good 1o him and
Alice than it will to me, and they need it much more than the mission
chapel, for I heard you tell Mr. Warner, only the other dey, that more
than onough money had already been raised to build the chapel and buy
the lot on which to place it.  Dor’t you remember when you asked me
to subscribe. you ~aid it was ¢ more blessed to give than to receive,” and if
it was so in that instance, it is thrice blessed in aid of Father Pearson.
I have got twenty-two dollars, and I was anxious to make it up to
twenty-five before I earried it over to Mr, Pearson, and I had loped
that you woull give me at least three dollars.”

Mr. Winslow replied that he could not afford it, and he would not
put his name to the paper anyway. Young Winslow determined to
make it twenty-five dollars, so he rubbed out the *“5 ™ at the end of Lis
name, and made it an “ 8" and, rolling up the moncy in the list, put it
in his pocket to carry it over to Mr. Pearson after supper.

Warren Sanford was o member of Trinity Lodge, and when young
Win-low showed him the heading to the subscription paper he deter-
mined that Masnic aid should be the first that should reach a distress-



A Clear BalZot Jor o Wife. 133

-ed brother, cspociatly one who was so beloved as Bro, Pearson. He
therefore quit work a little before noon, and went direct to the Master
of Trinity Lindge, Mr. David 1/ alkelee, and told him of what had taken
place at the shop. The Master at once sent word to his wife not io
wait dinner for hi n, as he should be absent on Masouic duty, and thes
stepped over to a brother Mason’s store and crdered such necessaries of
life as he thought might be necded at the sick brother’s house, He
then went in advance to see Bro. Pearson, and alwost scolded him be-
causc he had not sent word to him that he was sick, Bro. Pearson
said he had no one to send, and if it had not been for the 1isits of young
Hiram Wicslow he didn’t know how he and Alice would have got
along. The Master left, promising to come again in the evening, with
his wife and Warren Sauiord, who bad told him he would come and
watch with him that night. Alice Pearson heard the remark, and,
while she disliked to leave her father, she felt as though to have part of
the eare talken from her mind for a little while would be a great vless-
ing.

gi‘oward dank young [Tiram Winslow knocked at the back door, for
fear of distarbing Mr. Pearson, i he went to the front door, and as be
stepped upon the well-worn stone step he saw a large a large basket
filled with bundles, and just beside the handle was a smallslip of brown
%apcr wiitten in a coarse hand, “Xor Mr. Pearson, by a friend.”

oung Winslow gazed at it a moment before he knocked, and wondered
who had been there before him.  II- thought some one must have found
out the wants of his friend, and this was the way they were doing good
without being known. IIe gave threeraps,and ashe did so the thought
came to him to put the money in the basket; but before he had time
to unroll the moncy from the paper he heard the light step of Alice in-
side. IIe dropped the money, paper and all, into the basket just as she
opened the door and bade him come in.  When she opened the door she
could not sce the basket, so young Winslow called her attention to it,
and she wondered where it came from, IIe passed it up to her so she
could read the note beside the bandle, and when she had finished she
attempted to take the bashet from him, but it was too heavy for her to
Iift. Young Winslow carr.ed it in and as he did so great tears dimmed
the eyes of the girl, for . 1¢ in ber own heart knew how acceptable the
gift was. She thought that he had brought it, but he denied that he
did s0, and told her that it was on the steps when he came. She won-
dered whe. ¢ it could have came from, but no one could tell her.  Young
Winslow, after a few moments conversation with her, passed into the
room where Mr. Pearson- was sick, and asked how he was. Mr. P. re-
plied in a fecble voice that he thought he felt a little vetter. Just here
Alice came into the room, where her father, addressing his remarks to
his young friend, said: “I fear my sickness will wear out Alice, for
she grows pale cvery day with the watching and care of me.” Young
Winslow thought she did look ¢ re-worn, and offered to watch that
night. Mr. Pearson said he woutd be glad to have him do so, and as
Warren Sanford was coming too he would have company through the
weary night. So it was arranged that young Winslow and Warren
Sanford were to watch that night, and let Alice have a good night’s
vest.

As Alice and her visitors sat talking, Mrs. Wakelee came in, and said
that her husband would come over after the lodge was closed to see Mr.
Pearson; as it was a festival night and he was Master of the lodge, he

«could not leave very well before the close. Mrs. W. went with Alice ..

\
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into the sick room, where they talked along time with Mr. Pearson,
and when che went away Alice suid to her it seemed that an angel had
been there to cheer her up’and comfort her. Young Winslow admired
the manner of Mrs. Wakeles, who moved like one accustomed to the
sick room, and her pleasant voice charmed him, as she tallked about
matters that would tend to comfort the sick brother. About ten o'clock
Mr. Wakelee and Warren Sanford came in. Mr. Pearson was anxious
to see them, as he longed to be present with them that night.
He asked numberless questions of Mr. Wakeleo and Mr. Sanford, until
it was feared he would become fatigued, and they got up to go out of
the room; but he called them back and said if they would stay and
talk he would not say a word. The meeting was talked over, and
there was no more interested listener than Hiram Winslow, It was
near ‘‘ low twelve ” before Mr. Mrs. Walkelee aiosc to depart, promising
to call again on the morrow. Scon after they left, preparations for
the night were made. Alice was to sleep in the parlor close to her
father’s room, while Sanford and Winslow were to sit in the back
kitchen 30 that they could talk and read if they wished it. Aa'ter all
was quit , and Hiram was certain that Alice was asleep; and her father’s
medicine nad been administered, he began to ask his friend Sanford to
tell him what the principles of Masonry were. Although Warren San-
ford was a new Mason, he stated briefly the principles on which the
craft is sounded.  Young Winslow, before the morning wateh was over,
determined to see the mysteries of Masonry, and so expressed himself
to his companion. Mzr. Sanford advised him to consider well before he
offered himself at the altar .£ Masonry; not because there was any-
thing which a good man could condemn, but to be a Mason at heart one
must be prepared to sutfer reproach and sometimes abuse in silence,
rather than attempt to vindicate before an excited crowd the goodness
and charity of Masonry. “You know that your father is an unflinch-
ing opponcnt of all sceret societies and especially the Masons ; and you
as his son, ought no* to adopt a course that you feel will be distastefu!
to him, until you have fully considered- the matter; but after such
careful consideration you may conscientiously take the step you pro-
ose.”

P Young Winslow said that before he took the step he should tell his
Father of what he intended to do, but as he was of age he should act as
he had purposcd. Mr. Sanford again cautioned him not to act too
hastily, for he had plenty of time to consider the matter, as lodge did
not meet again for several weeks, having adjourned for a summer vaca-
tion,

During nearly the whole of the night watch Father Pearson had been
awake and heard the conversation, and when daylight dawned he called
young Winslow to his bed-side anl cautioned him not to act too hastily,
nor bring sorrow to the grey hairs ot his father. He said: I am glad
that you think well of Masonry afrer hearing so many denunciations
of it, for it satisfies my mind that you will make & good Mason; and,
if you desire it, I should very much like to present your name to our
lodge for acceptance.” Herc the conversation closed, and young Win-
slow and Sanford went home, having called Alice to attend to her
father.  As they left the house she thanked them over and over again
for their kindness, and she looked quite refreshed after a good nighi’s
rest.

Days passed. Father Pearson gradually grew worse, notwithstand-
ing the unremitting care and atteniion of his friends and brethren, and
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one Sunday morning he passed tohis heavenly home without astruggle,
his bedside surrounded by many dear friends. As his end drew near
he turned to Mr. Walkelce and said: ¢ Brother Wakelee, through you
to Trinity Lodgo I commit the care of my daughter Alice, who for
years has been my support and comforter since my taithful wifo passed
away. Let her be taught to love the insti.ution of Masonry, to live by
its example, until some worthy brother shall ask the lodge for ner
hand, and choose her to be his partner through life.”

Mr, Wakeleo assured the dying brother that his request should be
fulfill: d, and while he was speaking he noticed the approach of death’s
messenger, and soon the spirit of the good brother had gone to the
Grand Lodze sbuve, to sit at the right hand of the supreme Grand
Master of Creation,

Alice was completely overcome by the loss of her father. She was
an orphan now. Where should she go, or what skould she do? It was
with difficulty that Mrs. Wakelee and other ladics could remove her
from the body of her father, but like true Christian women they com-
forted her as much as it was possible. While the preparations for the
funcral were being made by Mr. Wakelee, the Master of Trinity Lodge,
and other brethren, Mrs. W. took Alice to her own home in hopes that
a change of seene would tend to quict her wind. It did, in a measure,
for a short time, until the day of the funeral, when Alice returned to
her old home and as she crossed the threshold she wept bitterly. She
passed at once to the death chamber, where she linelt and offered up a
prayer tr God on high to pity the poor orphan. While she thus wept,
young Winslow came in, and secing her decp distress, went to her and
tried to comfort her. She at last listened to his friendly entreaties,
and scemed to try to nerve herself to repress her feelings.

Duaring his sickness, Mr. Pearson had exdressed a wisk, if he should
die, to be buried by his brethren, and it was arranged that after a short
service at the house the services at the grave should be conducted by
the Master of Trinity Lodge.

The hour for the services at the house arrived, and the rooms were
crowded by friends wishing to pay the last iribuie to ono who in life
had been a good citizen and an honest man. The remarks of the Rev.
Mr. Loury were exceedingly appropriate. Hc spoke of tho life and
character of the deceased, and closed his remarks by paying a worthy
a worthy tribute to the association of men who had so faithfully cared
for their brother to the end. He spoke of the great charity which ex-
tended even beyond the grave. Among the faneral assembly and of
those who followed the remains to their final resting place was David
Winslow and hia family. He had listened to the divine word over the
ashes of a dead friend, by one who spoke eloquently of an association
he had despised. The words of the preacher and the actions of the
brethren that day worked a chango in his heart, and while he uttered
not a word, his mind was busy, questioning if in the past he had not
acted wrongly. At any rate, he never rencwed the theme in the shop.

Alice Pearson found & home with Mr. Wakelee and his wife, and
when either was called to visit the sick she always went with them,
and by her words of cheer and good will was a welcome visitor to every
bedside.

‘When the fall meetings of the lodge were resumed, the Master laid
the dying request of Brother Pearson before the lodge, and the charge
being accepted, Alice Pearson became the child of Trinity Lodge.
Through the kindness of one of the members she was sent to a boarding
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school to finish her education, and as years rolled on she became a
most boautiful woman, admired not only for beauty but for those ac-
complishments which make the trie woman.

It was not long after the lodge had taken its new charge before
Hiram Winslow, through his friend, Warren Sanford, offered himself a
candidate for the mysteries of Masonry. When he handed tho propo-
sition to Mr. Sanford, he said: “I have told my father what I intend-
ed to do, and he at first made no reply. At last he said: ‘Hiram, you
have been a dutiful son; you are of age now, and are at liberty to do
as you think best. If by joining the Masins you feel it will do you
gool and you can do good to others, I shall offer no objections. Ior
the past fow week I have thought differently about the subject thanl
once did. The reply of Father Pearson in the shop, the remarks of
Mr. Loury at his funeral, the action of the lodge in providing for the
orphan, Alice Pearson, has brought new light to my cyes, and new
thoughts to my mind. If you desire to join the Masons, you have my
consent,”

The ballot was clear, and as winter approached, ITIiram Winslow was
initiated, passed and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason.
At his raising there assembled many of the brethren, for all knew the
seeker for more light, and ddsired to extend to him the bands of
brotherly love when he should come from darkness to light.

At refreshments, none were more busy than Alice Pearson; she
seemcd almost a Mason herself; and when Hiram Winslow took his
seat as the honored guest at the right hand of the Master, she slipped
up to his side and whispered in his ear, *“ T am giad you are a Mason,
for now I can look to you as one of my protectors,” and with a roguish
smile she glided away to the other end of the room to leave heryoung
friend to fathom her meaning if he could.

It is almost needles to add that Hiram Winslow became one of the
" best Masons in: the State, and is known to-d2y for his thorough Masonic
knowledge and his pure Masonic life. He advanced step by step until
he reached the chair ia the East, and while he occupied that seat he re-
lieved the lodge of the care of Alice Pearson by promising before the
Iaw to honor, love and cherish her until death should them part, first
having obtained a clear ballot to her hand from the lodge.—Zoomis’
Journal.

Masons will render their Order more august in the estimation of men
by refraining “rom garrulousness. Whatever transpires in the Lodge-
room is sacredly secret, and never ought to be profancd by outside
mention. Is not the tyler with drawn sword guarding the portals of
our mystic temple, a perpetual symbol of the sacredness and scerecy
of our retreat? Around our council chamber a wall is built which.no
wanton eye can pierce. The entrance to our mysteriesis sealed except
to those choice spirits who are ever willing to come humbly, and faith-
fully promise to be secret and silent. There have been instances in
which the secrets of great discoveries have been so rigidly guarded
that. for a season, the most curious eye, was defeated in its etlorts to
pry i1 the shop or laboratories where the process of manutacture was
executed. More secret the work of masonry than all this, and more
sacred the obligation of its craftsmen than the oaths of artizans engaged
in such manut«ctures as we have intimated. As our doors are tiled, so
let our lips be guarded. Slightc t incidents of the Lodge-room are
secret.— Eaxchange.
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PARLIAMENTARY LAW, AS APPLIED TO THE GOVERN-
MENT OF MASONIC BODIES.

BY ALBERT G. MACKEY, M.D.
CHAPTER XXXII.
OF THE REPORT OF A COMMITTEE ON CHARACTER.

When a petition for the initiation of a candidate into the mysteries of
Masonry or for the application of a brother who has demitted from the
Lodge to which he was formarly attached is presented, the application
is, by a law so universal that italmost has acquired the nature of a land-
mark, referred to a Committee of Investigation, or, as it is often called,
a Committee on Character.

The importance, and indeed the absolute necessity, of a proper and
careful inquiry into the character of candidates for initiation cannot be
too often or too deeply impressed upon the mind. 1t is the greatest of
all guards that the wisdom of our ancestors has thrown like ramparts
around the security and safety of our order.

So important has this preliminary sep towards initiation been deemed
that the Ancient Constitutions twice prescribed it as a positive regula-
tion. In the article Of Mukings, it is'said, “ No Lodge shall ever make
2 Mason without due inquiry into his character;” and again, in the
article Of the Duty of Members, it is declared that “ No man can be ac-
cepted a member of a particular Lodge, without previous notice one
month before given to the Lodge, in order to malke d1e inquiry into the
reputation and.capacity of the candidate, unless by dispensation®

his ancient regulation has, perbaps on account of its evident im.
portance to the safety to the institution, been better observed than any
other of the old landmarks. While the contemporancous rules in rela-
tion to the exclusion of maimed candidates, to the absence of religious
tests, and many more of equally positive enacment, have from time to
time been neglected or denied, I know of no Grand Lodge that has
thought proper to abolish the due inquivy” into character, The
Grand Lodge of Virginia did, it ie true, some years ago, propose to
abolish Committees of Investigation, and to constitate all the members
of the Lodge a Committee of the Whole on_the character of the appli-
cant ; but the opposition here was not to the investigation, but to the
mode in which it was conducted.

We are then to inquire into toe "parliamentary form, which, in Ma-
sonic bodies, is adopted in the constitution of this Committee; nuxt
into the duties which it is required and expected to perform, and
lastiy, into the mode in which its report is to be made and action to be
taken therefrom. ) K

As soon as a'petition for initiation or affiliation has been read, it must
be referred to a Committee for investigation into the character and
qualifications of the candidate. Sometimes this Committee is appointed
on 2 motion made by some member. But as in every Lodge there is,
or ought to be, a rule requiring the submission of the petition to a
‘Committee, it is not essentially necessary that any such motion should
b made. The presiding officer may of his own motion malke the refer- .
exce and appoint the Committee. .

The old regulation, already referred to,designates specifically the
tme during which the Committee is to exercise the inquiry, and the
wmture of the inquiry thatis to be made. In other words, it defines
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precisely the duties and functions of the Committee, and this definition-
has been mado the basis of all subsequent regulations by Grand Lodges
on the subject.

The old regulation prescribing that a previous notice of one month
shall be given to the Lodge, it isto be inferred that during that month
the Committeo should be engaged in its investigation, so that, having
been appointed at one regular meeting, it shall be in order for it to re-
port at the next. This time is prescribed, not merely to afford the
Committee an ample opportunity for investigation, but that by the
¢ previous notice” every one who knows anything unfavorable of the
applicant may, by being advertised of his petition, be enabled to come
forward and state his objections. It is a sacred duty which every Ma-
son owes to his Order, that he should not wait until he is asked for the
information in his possession, but that he should voluntarily, and with-
out any solicitation, make known all that he thinks would render the
proposed candidate unwortby of initiation. Every member of the order
should be, in fact, a guardian watching at the portals of the Temple,
and secing that none pass into the sanctuary but he who has clean
hands and a pure heart.

We are next to inquire what are the functions to be discharged by
the Committee during the interval of a month between the time of its
appointment and that of its report, or, in other words, what is the
Dnature of the investigation that has been committed to it. Now, the
old regulation says that the inquiry if made that the “reputation and
capacity ” of the candidate may be discovered. There is, then, a two-
fold object in the investigation. The one as relates to his reputation,
the other as to his capacity. The reputation of the candidate will atfect
the standing and character of the institution into which he applies for
admission, for good or for evil, accordingly as he shall be found worthy
or unworthy of the favor that has been bestowed upon him.  He must
be “under the tongue of good report,” and the Lodge which should
admit a2 member without this indispensible qualification, would be bring-
ing into our fold, not a lamb, the emblem of innocence and purity, but
a ravenous wolf, who will inevitably destroy the flock.

Baut it is not simply into ‘the reputation of the candidate that inquiry
is to be made: his ““ capacity ” presents also a subject of investigation.
By the capacity of the cardidate we understand his fitness to receive
and to comprchend our sublime mysteries.  According to the written
law of the Order, a fool oran idiot, an old man in his dotige, or a
young one under age, is considered as an improper applicant for initia-
tion, because, in thesc instances, there is either a total want of mind or
an impaired or undeveloped intellect, which would render it impossible
for the party initiated properly to appreciate the moral and philosophic
instructions imparted to him.  Hence, the Grand Lodge of England in
view <1 this mental capacity, has provided in its regulations that the
candidate “ should be alover of the liberal arts and sciences, and have
made some progress in one or other of them.”

Theso two distinctions of the “ reputation ” and the “capacity” of
the candidate are alluded to in what is technically called the “investi-
ture,” or the presentation of the lamb skin apron, which the neophite
is told to wear “ with pleasure to himself and honor to the fraternity.”
The pleasure to himself must depend on his capacity to appreciate and
enjoy the symbolic instruction of the insdtution; the honor to the
Fraternity will result from the reputation which he may bring to he
support of the Order.
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Our next inquiry is into the mode in which the report is to be made,
and the action to be taken thereon. And here it may be observed, that
the report of this Committee stands on a different footing from that of’
any other Committee. The law, or at least the usage, of Masonry has
preseribed a particular process through which candidates must pass be-
fore they can obtain a right to initiation or affiliation, Of this process
the appointment of & Committee, and the investigation and report of”
that Committee within a specified time, form an integral part. As no
motion could be entertained, when the petition was first read, to lay it
on the table, or to postpone its consideration, or to dispose of it in any
other form than by reference to a Committee, so when the month ap-
propriated by the law to the investigation of character has passed, and
the Committce comes up to malse itsreport, itis not, I conceive, in order
to made any motion for the postponement of the report, which must as
amatter of course be received. 1f itwere in order to move its postpone-
ment, it would be in order to move its postponement definitely or in-
definitely. But to pospone the reception of the report indefinitely
would be equal to a withdrawal of the peti*™wn, whicti the concurring
opinion of all Masonic jurists has decided ¢:. w0t be done; and so_that
which it is unlawtul to do directly might be «ccomplished in an indirect
way.

The time, then, having arrived for the report to be made—that is to
say, the regular meeting immediately succeeding the one at which the
petition had been read and referred — the report is called up by the Pre-
siding Officer in the regular order of unfinished business. The Chair-
man or some member of the Committee rises in his seat and malkes the
report, or, as is more usual, the report is sent to the Seceretary’s desk,
and read by that officer. And here occurs the only contingency in
which the report may be postponed; forthe Committee, if ittinds the
duty of investigation morc difficult than had been expected, may ask for
further time, which will generally be granted, until the next regular
meeting ; but if the Committee has completed its inquiries, the report
wiil then be read. The Committee is not necessarily confined to any
precise formula of language, and may or may not give its reasons for
the opinion at which it has arrived.  But this opinion must be definite-
1y expressed, as being favorable or unfavorable to the petition.

The report of any other Committee having been read, the action of
the Lodge which follows would be either for its adoption, its rejection,
to lay it on the table, to postpone it, or to make some other parliament-
ary disposition of it; butmnone of these rules are applicable to the report
of a Committeo on Character. Here tho ancient and uninterrupted
usage of the Order requires that tho action of the Lodge on such a re-
port must take a form of the ballot on the petition. The Presiding
Officer, as soon as the favorable report is read, will order the ballot to be
taken, and the result declared. Thero can be no discussion on the
nature of the report or the character of the applicant; but the ballot
must immediately follow the reading of the report.

But, the report may be unfavorable; and in preseribing what action
is then to be taker, we are embarrassed by the fact that Masonie jurists
here materially differ in their views. Some contend that an unfavorable
Teport requires a ballot just as mach as a favorable one, and that there
i3 no mode of rejecting a candidate except by the ballot. But other
Jurists of equal reputation contend that an unfavorable report is equal
1o a rejection withous a ballot, and in that case the ballot should be dis-
pensed with. I confessthat1have alwaysentertained thelatter opinion
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and that, if the report of the Committee is unfavorable, the candidate is
at once rejected without ballot.  'This usage is founded on the principles
of common sense ; for as by the ancient Constitutions one black ball is
sufficient to reject the application, the unfavorable report of o Committes
must necessarily and by conscquence include two unfavorable votes at
least, Itis therefore unnecessary to go into aballot after such a report
as it is to be taken for granted that the brethren who reported unfavor-
ably would, on aresort to the bailot, cast their negative votes. Their
report is indeed virtually considercd as the casting of such votes, and the
applicant is thercfore at once rejected without afurther and unnecessary
ballot.

Let us suppose that the other rule is the correct one, and that a ballog
must be taken on an unfavorable report. Now, it might be possible
that when the ballot was taken the members of the Comunittee would
be absent from the Lndge. The ballot then might also be clear, and
thus a candidate would be elected in the face of 2 declaration of three
members that he was unworthy, and who, if not prevented by circurm-
stances, would have been present and deposited black balls. It cannot
be denied that such a proceeding would be worse than a farce, because
it would be a violation of the entire spirit of the Masonic system in
reference to the election of candidates.

INTOLERANCE.

In order to xignify to our readers what we propose to treat of, we
shall quote from Webster's dictionary as follows:

¢« Not enduring ditference of opinion or sentiment, especially in rela-
tion to religion;—refusing to tolerate others in the enjoyment of their
opinions, rights, and worship; unjustly impatient or sensitive with re-
spect to those who disagree with us.”

Brethren, this subject is brought to the foreground by an article writ-
ten by Rev. W. 1L Taylor in the Christian Standard, of Cincinnati, Obio,
which was sent to us by some one in that city. The article in question
is a severe and unjustifiable assanlt upon Freemasonry. It is ‘“ unjusti-
fiable " for the reason that it charges Freemasons with taking care only
of the MEN, and asserts that the church only takes charge of the women
and children. Ieaven forbid that we s<hould for one moment detract
from any honest a-.d charitable church membership any of the credis
due it, for the care which it takes of the helpless poor and, sufiering,
male and female, cither of mature age, or of innocent childhood. We
love an« adore from the bottom of our heart, any and every institution
which takes care of the suffering.  Freema-onry has taught us, (even
if our heart had not) to weep many tears of s nrow over stffering has
manity. "God knows we love the ordinances of llis pure religion, in
the church or out of it, too much not to sympathize with the sutfering
brotherhoed of man—we sympathize and act with every organization
whicii miristers to the poor and alleviates the sorrows of our fellow
beings in the name, and under the divine impulses of our Heavenly
Tather, no matter by what name it is called. M. Taylor draws an un-
fortunate comparison between the chureh and Freemasoury by saying
that the church has thrown upon its hands many widows and orphans
who can not be Freemasons. Very true; women and children can not
be Freemasons ; but they can be wards of the Fraternity by the most
sacred covenantsof the human heart and mind. If every church in the
land of every denomination, was to take charge of all the poor and suf
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fering people of all other churches, or even of those who belong to no
church at all, then it would arrive at the basis of Masonic chLarity.
Does it do this? In many instances churches do so, but in too many
instances they do not. Almost every church confines its charities to
those of its own denomination, and to a certain extent this is natural
and proper, for one sect has a reasonable right to expect each other
sect to do the same with theirs, hence church charity becomes neces-
sarily sectanian.  As My, Taylor truly says, the churches take care of
women and children who can not belong to a Masonie lodge, but he
fails to tell the fact to his veaders, that Masonic Lodges do the same
thing, and not only do that, but they go farther and give aid 10 widows
and orphans who belong to all sorts of churches and sects, without any
enquiry on that point.

Suppose, for instanee, that Jno. Smith belonged to the First Congre-
gational Church of St. Louis, and had in early life married a Roman
Catholic lady, and had raised up afamily of several children—he going
to one church and his wife and children to another—will My, Taylor
dare to say that, after John Smith’sdeath the said First Congregational
Chureh would spend seven cents of charity on that widow and her seven
children ?  Of ecourse not. e would refer that widow and children
to the church where they belonged, notwithstanding he (Smith) may
have spent thousands of dollurs in his church. Now let us look at tho
other side. Suppose Jno. Smith was a Freemason, and died as above
stated, would Mr. Taylor dare say that the lodge would ever cnquire
into, or care what church he or his widow belonged to? Of course
not, for the Ma-onic history of thousands of years, would damn such
an assertion as a “lie!”

We think that the Rev. Mr. Taylor will, by the time that he has got
1o this part of our reply, begin to realize that he is standing on untena-
ble ground.  1le is placing the church in the most unfortunate position
of comparison. The most ordinary common sense must tell him that
his, and every other church. must be sectarian and aggressive—it is the
very law and vital point of all sects,  Without this law, they will dwin-
and die, yet it is the very principle which would, if carried out among
us, kill every Masonic lodge in the world.

Does any one suppose for a moi.ent that the Catholic Archhishop of
St. Louis would allow the funds of any one of his churches in this city
to give weckly, or yearly. alms to the Protestant widow (of a Catholic
husband) and her chiidren, and especially if her oldest son was a Free-
mason 2 Of course not —any man who would expect that, knows noth-
ing of sectarianism. To tell the honest trath, we do not believe that
any other church, Catholic, Jew, Mahommedan or Protestant, wouid do-
it, under exactly similar circumstances.

Now take the other side; in the very lodge to which we belong, &
brother died and left a Catholic widow and several children, and the
oldest boy is a student for the ministry in a Catholic college, and yet
our lodge helps her to all she needs.  Call this what you please, Mr.
Taylor, but we call it FREgmasonry, which stands out in the broad and
charitable sunlight'of Almighty God, witheut fear, favor or prejudice.
In that same lodge we are providing for widows, and the education of
orphans whe are Protestants and Jews, and yet we haveseveral Catho-
lic members whose funds help in that glorious cause. It is all done in
the name of Godlike charity and in the divine bond of an undying
brotherhood. We do not know Mr. Taylor’s church but (whatever it
may be) can ho say as much ? Let cevery preacher, whether he be
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Pope or deacon, attend to the spiriTUAL wants of his people and with
a clear conscience render an honest stewardship to the souLs under his
charge and we will be glad of it—we help to pay that sort of a preacher
ourselves, but let them once overstep the bounds of a pure and gener-
ous liberality and attack the other co-workers in the vineyards of God’s
charity and love among our fellows, and we strike bacl with a quiver
-of arrows.

We have not said all we might in reply to Mr. Taylor, for fear we
might unintentionally strike the church, but we want him and all
-other narrow minded, bigoted and intolerant people to understand that
when they want to measure lances with Freemasonry they must come
with all their armor on, and have no, holes in it ¢ither.

We have let Mr. Taylor oft very easy this time, with a few rifle shots;
but the next time, it he comes back, we will let loose a battery he has
not dreamed of.

The days of traveling by stage coaches and canal boats ; of buaning
witches ; of imprisoning a husband for kissing his wife on Sundays;
of hanging a man for speaking disrespectfully of the king; of burning
a man at the stake for not renouncing his faith; of sending a man to
bell because he believed in the infallibility of the Pope; of ustracising
a man in politics because he belongs to a seeret benevolen: organiza-
tion—we say that these days have forever passed away, thank God.
My, Taylor may be well read up in the theories of the dark ages, but
what he knows of practical religion would not be of a particle of benefit
to a poor fellow starving wo death outside of Ais church.—Gouley’s Free-
mason.

PECULIAR PATENTS.

The Scientific American has taken the pains to hunt up the records of
the Patent Office and investigate the ludicrous clements in ] atents—
showing where genus has been misapplied and where common sense
has been wanting. We copy its description of some of these monu-
ments of < love’s labor lost ™ :

In 1870, the owner of certain bechives, irritated by the loss of his
honey by the Lee moth, asked a patent for a combined hen-roust and
bee-hive. Ile had noticed that the bee moth travels at night, while
the bee works by day. IHis desire, therefure, was for a device that
should admit the worker by day and keep out the thief by night. This
his ingenuity effected by the crection of a hen-roost pivoted in a bee-
hive provided with gas, The Lees were expected to be in their cells
Jjust before dusk, and the hens lighting on their roosts were then to
close the gates of the hive, and keep them shut all night.  The carly
rising of the fowls would antomatically open the gates again, and ve-
turn the bees— their honey all safe—to the airs of heaven and the flow-
ers of carth. Ie received his patent.

Anosther applicant asked for a patent right for an artificial moon,
that should light each town that used it without expense. His eye had
often been struck by the reflection of distant windows at sunset, and
how far that light traveied. e therefore proposed a balloon for each
town, sufficiently Jarge to raise a large 1eflector that was to be boisted
every evening at dusk (about the time the hensshut in the bees.) The
reflection of the sun’s rays cast downward upon the village, was sure to
light it through ali the darkness of the night. Fortunately for himself,
this inventor presented this application through a patent attorney, who
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told him it was deubtful if it could be obtained.

Only three years have passed away since a very ingenious gentle-
man from the rurdl districts applied for 2 patent to prevent cows from
switching their tails! He presented two models—one shaped like a
bottle, around the neck of which the cow’s tail was to be curled ; the
other consisted of a square block, with 2 hole through the centre, where-
in the tail was to be put, and then tied in a knot, so that the animal
could not withdraw it. On the presentation of the application, the oft
ficial examiner thought it could not be granted because of' a similar de-
viee in “ Don Quixote,” where Sancho Panza, trying to sleep in the
hay loft, was kept awake by the braying of his denkey below. His
wakefulness gave Sancho time to reflect that, when riding the donkey
the animal switched his tail when he brayed. Descending hastily from
the hay loft, the squire tied a block to the donkey’s tail to prevent him
from braying. But as this device originated with a Spaniard, and had
never been repeated in this country, the office decided 1o grant the
patent. Our readers will, thercfore, remember that they can not tie a
cow’s tail to prevent it switching, without the payment of a royalty to
the owner of the piivilege.

An applicant for a patent for wooden pavements proposed to mount
each block of wood on springs. Ile claimed that this would remove all
Jjar in riding, and obviate the necessity of springs on carriages,

Another gentleman applied for a patent tor heating canals by steam
50 that boating could go on as well in winter as in summer. The office
decided that this invention was worthy of protection, and gave him the

atent.
P Another applied for a combination of clock and bed, so ingeniously
contrived that, when the clock struck, the bottom of the bed dropped
out. e claimed that this plan would probably awaken the sleepers.

As carly as 1718, Mr. James Pashile patcnted a swivel gun in Eng-
land, with the motto:

“Defending King George, your country and laws,
Is detending yourselves and Protestant cause.”

Th novelty of this plan was that his gun fired two kinds of balls—a
square ball and a round one. The round ball was to be used in all
Behts against Christian nations; the square balls, that would mangle
the flesh more, only in contests with Turks and other heathens. This
gentleman of old time must have been the ancastor of Mark Twain, of
this country, who o lost his temper because the Secretary of War re-
fused to recommend his gun for a patent. Mr. Twain’s idea was to
have a swivel gun that should load at the center and should fire off at
both ends. In case of a sicge, he proposed to lvad the gun,sct ita
whirling, and drop it outside the city walls. Before the balls left the
mouth of the cannon they would acquire such a rotary motion that
they would sweep round the walls outside of the town, killing oft all
the besieging host. We must acknowledge, however, that we have
looked in vain on the records of the office for Mr. Twuin's name, and
hence we infer he never received his patent.

There would be much of the ludricous, were there not more of the
horrible in the devise of an American embalmes for a patent.  Knowing
that the office required 2 working model vr drawing in ail cases, he ob-
tained the corpse of a little infant, embalmed it in his best manner, and
forwarded it, with accompanying specifications. The corpse was im-
mediately returned to him.
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Ono ingenious gentleman wants the nation to lot him build a water
wheel that should cover the whole front of Niagara, and whose shafting
and power should reach all parts of the land.

Another asked for a patent for the invent’'on of the generations of
steam, by boring a hole in the ground until he reached the waters that
are boiled by the internal fires of the carth. e set forth among the
advantages of his plan that there would be no danger of explosions, no
expensc for fuel, no nceessity for engineers—all ¢f which statements.
are undouhtedly true.

It must have been a relative of this last gentleman, and one equally
acquainted with the Jaws that govern the hidden heart of this planet,
who applied for a patent for boring the ecarth for artesian wells for
purposes of irrigation. Ie gravely set forth that quicksilver was
heavier than commen ecarth. e therefore proposes to bore a hole and
pour into it a little mercury, By thelaws of nature the merewry would
be sure to work its way downwards till it struck water,and the water
would be sure to work its way upwar s til it struck air.

Should it be said that such patents as this last, or that for the preven-
tion of cows switching their tales, for artificial moons, for ploughs do-
ing the work of cannon, ete., must be jokes, we cz2n only reply that
shrewd Yankees arce not wont to pay thirty-five dollars even tor practi-
cal joltes, and that none of these de~igns have culminated into patents
under jess than th:t sum, and, when attorneys were employed, under
double and quadrupel that sum.

The Journal (Appleton’s) is not large enough to contain the account
of singular patentsapplied to domestic use.  More than one application
has been made for rat traps with a mirror in the centre. Therat, see-
ing another rat of his own size and age nearer the toasted cheese than
himself, would be sure to spring for it. There have been quite a num-
berfof tape-worm traps applied for, where a delicate bait islet down the
throat by a delicate thread and the hungry worm drawn up. Constant
application is made for flying machinesand for balloons:  One contriver
arms his balloon with feannon, another with Greek fire that should
burst and explode when just over the hostile army. In short there is
no idea so ludicrous, so wonderful, or evenso old, that some person of
good sense and evident ability has not endeavored to throw around it,
or semething like it, the protecting agis of the law of patents.

Masonry has grown grey with age. Its votaries and disciples are
from every land, and speak every tonguc; it has outlived persccution
and rivalry; it has conquered prejudice and hatred; it has grown
stronger and firmer as years have marched apace, until now, like a
wighty giant, its arms encircle the world, The high and low, the rich
and the poor, the great and the unknown, have flocked around its altars,
There must be some potent spirit that has influenced its destiny, for
since our ancient worthies first reared that historic temple, kingdoms
and nations have flourished and been forgotten, forms of government
have crumb ed and decayed. The world has witnessed many civil,
political, and religious revolutions. but amid it all, the tencts of our
Order and the mysteries of the Craft have been sceretly guarded and
religiously preserved. Aund although we have had foes from without,
and dissensions within, though church and state have combined for our
certain destruction, yet with unbroken ranks and unwavering purpose,
our march has been steadily onward.
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DISTRICT LODGES O INSTRUCTION.

HURON DISTRICT.

A most successful Lodge of Instruction was held at Goderich, on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 19th, 20th and 21st February, by
diveetion of R. W, Bro. J. E. Havding, D. D. G. M. Considerably over
a hundred Brethren were present from all parts of the District, 14 out
of the 19 Lodges embraced in its territory, being represented on the oe-
casion. There were also present several members of Lodges from other
Districts. The warmest Interest was evinced throughout the whole
proceedings, and the commodious Lodge-room belonging to Goderich
Lodge, No. 112, was frequently taxed to its utmost capacity. R- W,
Bro. Harding was unfortunately suffering from the effects of a recent
severe accident, which incapacitated him from taking any very active
share in the work ; but the Ritual of Grand Lodge was fully exemplified
by several duly qualified W. Brethren who were present.

On Wednesday, the first day of 1he session, the First Degree was ex-
emplified by W, Bro. E. A. Healy, P. M. of Saugeen Lodge, Walkerton,
and on Thursday the Second and Third Degroes by W. Bro. W. R,
Squier, W. M. of Maitland Lodge, Goderich, and by W. Bro. H. Fred.
Sharp, P. M. of St. James’ Lodge, St. Mary's, respectively. A duly
qualitied Committee on Work was appointed, to which were referred all
disputed points in reference to Ritual; and the report presented by this
Committee wiil, no doubi, beof the greatest service to the Craft in
Huron District.

It is impossible to spealk too highly of the kindness and hospitality of
the brethren of Goderich and Maitland Lodges, and of their efforts to
make the Lodge of instruction what it undoubtedly was, a grand success,
On the evening of Thursday the visiting Brethren were ¢ntertained at
a supper at the Maitland Hotel, where a few hours were passed in most
agreeable conviviality.

R. W. Bro. Harding is to be congratulated on the splendid success
which has attended this, the first attempt of the kind in the District,
and we carnestly trust that many other Districts, which have hitherto
made no etfort in this direction, will follow the example of Huron. The
cause of Masonry in that District has received an impetus from the pro-
ceedings at Goderich, which will have a lasting influcnce for good, in
rousing the enthusiasm of the Brethren, and in securing uniformity and
correctness in the Labors of the Craft.

ONTARIO DISTRICT.

R. W. Bro. J. B. Traycs, D. D. G. M. has issuad a circular letier to
the Lodges in his District, intimating that he purposes holding a gener-
a1 Lodge of Instruction in the Masonic Hall, Port Hope, on the 19th,
20th and 21st March.

Many able and skilled brethren have consented to attend, and assist
in exemplifying the work, among whom R. W, Bro. Dr. Kincaid, P. D.
D. G. M. of Peterboro’, and R. W. Bro. J. Wricht, P. D. D. G. M. of
Port Hope, and it is the intention of the D. D. (. M. to give every
facility to the Officors and members of Lodges in the District, 10 scquire
the correct work, as authorized by Grand Lodge.

It must be admitted that it is very desirable that uniformity of work
must exist, and therefore it is expected that every Lodge will be rep~
regsented by its W. M., S. and J. Wardens, and as many of its other
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Oflicers and members as tan make it convenient {o aiiend Actual
work will, if' possible, be ialken up and proceeded wiih cuch evening.

Constiindonu! questions and ocher mafters celaiive 0 ibe proper
working of a Ludse will te answered by compeiane siiorities.

Speeial anengewments wave been mwede with (be proprieivrs of ihe
“ St Liwrcuce Hall,” and “Qucen’s Dotel,” (both firsvclass Louses,
where ~omiortuble apariments can be obiained.) for ibe accommoda
tion of ihe bretbren, af the reduced price of $1.25 per day.

T.ONDON MASONIC MUTUAL BEXNEVRIT ASSOCTATTON.

The anvval meeting of this association, vy ihe elceiion of divertors,
and oiher imaporiany business, took place vecently in the Masonic Hall,
Richmoud Sireet, the Rev. G, AL lunes, presideni, in the chair.

The seerctwry subwiiicd the annual veport, as follows:

« Your direciors, in biinging this their firsi aovaal vepert uave to
congia ulaie iis wemaers on .the in rcuse {or ihp past yeur.  But little
progress had heev mede previously, cieepi in ciswibaiing by-laws and
cirenlw s io lodges, &e. [t was found advisable 10 employ a trax elling
agen., Bro. .. M, Aldrigh, who lxu; given his whole iime since his o).
pointmene o2 heJ9ih Juvuary, 1872. Bro. H. A. Baxter, also assnined
the dunies of seerciury 2o tho same dute. The totel vumber of policies
issned o daie is 1,141, of which ormber 110 hayve (iow various 1easons
allowed heir names o arop from be voll.

“ From uvavoidable deloy in wbhe spriog cnd snunmer, the policies
were oot issucd iill July, 2od 20y oiner brosuer who bis oot been supplied
can receive one by applying to the scerewry. 1¢ has been hought ad-
visable ibat each Lroiber should exprers on the buck or bix policy, how
he wi-hes the procecis aisposed of, ‘o order io assist ibe directors to
arrive at a just conclusion vespesting ii. T'bose isaed i {uiure will
conluin a short for m of w'll on the buck.

« Ay 1he period ioc adopting the sliding seute will come inio operadon
on the 28th of December; 1872, the wavelling agcut will cease opera
tions, and thea it is proposed tha. the lodges will appoini some qualiried
broibier to act as Joeul szeat, veceiving he sinount of fifiy cents on each
approved applicaiion for bis trouble ud expeuse, suci: appoiniment
subject io the raiifictiion of {he direcwors. Jo is also proposed that
each Jodge or loestiiy appoint their owa vhysician Lo exumine ewch ap-
plicant, and fov such e;:umination we hoavd will puy tiliy cents. The
physician will be requived to sign ihe applicadon in conjunction with
the masier and seerewary, with lodge seal aitucbed.

« The nowber of casualties for ihe yewr ju~i expived bave eeu five
—iwo from nawral caases and thice jto.» accideni—uad in cach caso,
the sums acc.viug on policy were prompdy puid (o their represenia
tives, unde- ibe ditcciion of the p erideniand vi-e-president. ~ The at-
tention of the breihren is called fo the prompt peyment of each call,
stating the number of his policy, and as wany 25 po-sible, io be sent in,
in one cnclosure, 10 save expen-e, and ivull cases io be registeved.
When a brodher changes bis residence, nodficadon of (he faci should at
once be sent 1o the sceveiary.

« Annesed will be foaud the auditor's repori, showing the financial
condiiion of the avsociadon at the pre-ent tine, ad in acrordance with
clause 9, page T, of the by-laws, which yeaus, ¢ Ao anvuzl fee of one
dollar will be rcquived of each member, p. yable av (be cull of the see-
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retary, to the 2Tth day of December in each year, for the purpuse of
defraying expenses.’

“QOn account of the first year's active ogerations entailing additional
expenses to the association, in procuring books, stationary, secretary’s
salary, &c., which in future will be materially reduced by the working
of the sliding scale. Tiach brother will therefore remit the sum of one
dollar within thirty days from the date hereof.

¢ In conclusion the board of directors most respecifully call upon the
united assistance of the craft to aid their successorsin office, and would
recommend the appointment of twenty-one additiopal directors, to be
located in different parts of Ontario, to assist in carrying out the object
of this very laudable and praisc-worthy undertaking.

“ All of which is respectfully submitted.”

The annual financial stutement of the sociely was also submitted,
showing thereceipts to be $4,594 37 ; assests, $1,457 37. The expendi-
ture during the ycar amounted to §2,098, leaving a cash ba'ance on hand
of $1,400 40, with liabilities amounting to $56 96.

The report was discussed, and adopted with some amendments:

The third paragraph was changed, making the scale read: $3 up to
the ago of thirly years; $4 to thirty-five; $5 to forty; $7 to forty-five;
$9 to fifty, and 820 from fifty to sixty yearsof age. Beyond the latter
age none will be accepted. This will form a sinking fund, which will
be a baclkbone to tho rociety. The services of the travelling agent will
be continued, and in place of employing a physician, a schedule of ques-
tions will be propoanded to the applicant.

The clection of the directors resulted in the choice of the following
brethren. There were also twenty-one directors appointed, resident in
different parts of Canada:

OFFICERS,

The Rev. Bro. G. M. Innes, A. M., president.
R. W. Bro. F. Westlake, vice-president, D. D. G. M.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

W. Bro. M. D. Dawson, P. M. of St. John's, 20; V. W. Bro. R. Lewis,
P. M. of Kilwinning, 60 ; W. Bro. Thomas Winne.1, P. M. of St. John’s,
20; W Bro.J. A. Balkwill, P. M. of St. George’s, 42; Bro. Dr. C. A.
Sippi, J. W. of Kilwinning, 64; Bro. John Burne.t, 3t. John’s, 209 (a);
Bro. L. M, Aldrich, travelling agent.

PROVINCIAL DIRECTORS.

M W Bro. W. Mercer Wilson, G M Norfolk, 10 Simeoe;, 'V \v Chasncey
Bennett, G. R. Walsingham, 74, Port Rowan; R. W Bro. Daniel Spry,
W. M. King Solomon, 22, Toronto; R. W. Bro. J. E. Harding, D. D. G.
M. St. James’, 73, St. Mary’s; R. W- Bro. John Trarey, P. D. D. G. M.
Petrolia, 194, Petrolia; R. W. Bro. Otto Klotz, D, . G. M. Galt, 257,
Preston; R. W, Bro. Isaac F. Toms, P. D. D. G, M. Maitland, 112,
Goderich ; R.W. Bro. Thos. Mathewson, P, D. D. G. M. Tudor, 141,
Mitchell; W. Bro. R. Stark, W. M. Oxford. 16, Woodstock; W. Bro.
James Gibson, W. M Great Western, 7, Windsor; W. Bro. Dr, Ealls-
worth, W. M. St. George, 41, Kingsville ; W. Bro.J. W, Luton, Cameron,
232, Walacetown; W. Bro. J. C. Small, W, M. Beaver, 83, Strathroy;
W. Bro. J. Easton, 18° W. M. Central, 110, Prescott; W. Bro. Peter
Lawson, W. M. Erie, 149, Port Dover; W. Bro. Dr, Wm. Neff, W. M.
MecNab, 169, Port Colborne ; W. Bro. Ross Robertson, W. M. Northerrn
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Light, 93, Kincardine; W. Bro. Jas. Hargrave, W. M. Saugeen, 197,
Walkerton; W. Bro T. M. Nairn, Malahide, 149, Aylmer; W. Bro. W.
D. McGloughlin, P. M. Albion, 80, Newbury; Bro. Jas. Milligan, S. W,
Wazren, 420, Fingal ; Bro. R. Stephen, Wellington, 4¢, Chatham.

CONVERSAZIONE IN THE MASONIC IiALL TORONTO.

The Masonic Conversazione was held in the Masonic Hall on the 20th
inst and was a perfect success. About four hundred and fifty persons
were present who embraced alarge proportion of the beauty and fashion
of the city. The main Hall was neatly deccrated with the banners of
the lodge. The Encampment room on the right was used as a card
room, and the Chapter room on the left us a drawing room. A piano
was placed in the latter and during the evening several ladies favoured

* the audience with some choice music.

At nine o’clock the brethren of the different lodges assembled in the
Chapter room and a grand procession was formed, the entered appren-
tices taking the lead, followed Ly the fellow crafts, Master Masons,
Royal Arch Masons, Knights Templar, Masters of Lodges, Past Masters
and officers of the Grand Lodge. In this order they marched into the
main room, Davis’ string band, stationed in the gallery, playing the
Masonic March. As the head of the procession reached the Master’s
chair the line separated right and left, tho officers of the Grand
TLodge advanced to the dais on which were the Most Worshipful Grand
Master Wilson and M. W. Bro. Seymour, P. G. M. Bro. James B. Nixon,
W. M. of Rchoboam Lodge, then advanced and read the following
address.

To Col. William BMercer Wilson, Grand BMaste: of the Grand Lodye of
Ancient Iree and Accepted Masons of Canuda :—

M. W. Sir axp BroTuer,—On behalf of the members of our ancient
fraternity resident in this city, we avail ourselves of this happy occasion
t0 express not only the great pleasure which your presence atfords, but
also their loyalty to you as the Ruler of the Craft and their personal
attachment to yourself.

Occupying for many years the honourable and oncrous position of
Grand Master, you have at all times elicited the admiration of the Craft
and endeared yoursclf to every member of it.

Under your skiltul guidance in its early years the Grand Lodge of
Canada attained eminence among the Grand Lodges of the world, and a
reputation which the enlightened policy of yourself, and your successors,
has fully maintained.

It must be highly gratifying to you to know that our Grand Lodge
during its last financial year expended a larger sum of money in well
directed gratuities than any of her sister Grand bodies, thus exemplify-
ing in their fullest splendour those truly Masonic virtues, Benevolence
and Charity.

We trust you will permit us to congratulate yourself and the Craft on
the wisdom which called you once more from retirement to preside over
ils councils, a position for which your distinguished abilities and many
virtues so eminently qualify you.

Accept the assurance of our continued affection and fraternal regard,
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and the earnest wish that you may be long spared indignity and honour
to adorn our mystic profession.

N. Gordon Bigelow, W. M., St. Andrew’s, No, 16; D. Spry, W. M,
King Solomon’s No. 22; A. R. Boswell, W. M., Ionic, No. 25 ; James B,
Nixon, W. M., Rehoboam, No. 65; Bernard Saunders, W. M., St. Jolhn’s,
No. 75; Joseph Howson, W. M. Wilson, No. 86; J. G. Burng, W. M.,
Stevenson, No. 218; F. F. Blackwood, W. M., Ashlar, No. 247.

Dated at Toronto, the 20th day February, A, D. 1873. A, L. 58173.

To which the Grand Master replied as follows :—

WorsuipProL MasTERs AND BrETHREN,—I thank you most heartily for
your very kind and fraternal address. The pleasure of meeting so
many of my Masonic brethren on the presentoccasion is much enhanced
by the presence of those fair ladies who have honoured you by their
attendance this evening, and whose appearance adds so much brilliancy
to your festive gathering. I accept with much pleasure your assurances
of devoted loyalty to our Grand Lodge. and the evidence adduced by
you in your address, of the proud position which she has attained as a
leader in acts of Charity and Bengvolence, must prove to the world that
she is discharging the duties of her high and peaceful mission with
ferveney and zeal, for as Masons we are taught to believe that

“The drying up a single tear, is more
Of honest fame, than shedding seas of gore,”

As to the too flattering remarks which Masonic feeling has prompted
you to malke with reference to my humble services in promoting the
interests of Our Order, I can only say that it has, to me, been a labor
of love, and that the results which I have striven to attain for Canadian
Masonry, have ever proved far below my own aspirations and desires,

I gratefully accept and am proud of the affcctionate interest and
fraternal regard towards myself personally, so pleasingly expressed in
your address, and I sincerely assure you that it will ever be my greatest
ambition to deserve it.

We are united in a noble cause, and for a most worthy object; the
glorious motto,  Peace on earth and love to 2ll mankind,” is emblazon-
ed on our banners, and forms the very key stone of our arch. May the
sentiments which it embodies be ever foremost in our thoughts and
guide us in all our actions.

Bro. Joseph Howson, W. M., on behalf of Wilson Liodge, then read
the following address :—

To Col. Wm. M. Wilson, the M. W., the Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada,

Most WoRrsHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER-—At the regular meeting of
Wilson Lodge, No. 86, A. F. & A. M., G. R, €\, held January 21st, A,
L. 5813, the following resolution was unanimously adopted :—

Moved by V. W. Bro. John Segsworth, seconded by Bro Alex. Patter-
son, and resolved—That the M. W. the G. M. Wm. Mercer Wilson be
clected an honorary member of this lodge, with the privilege to vote,
and all the privileges of membership.

Joseprr Howson, W. M.
Cras. CALLAGHAN, Sec'y.

The Grand Master said, I thank you for this act ¢i kindness which

the lodge, of which you are the Worshipful Master, has bestowed on me,
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I am, I may say, the Masonic Godfather of that lodge, and hope I will
be able to assume the rights and privileges you have conferred upon
me.

The members of the craft then received him with grand honors, and
the procession broke up.

The refreshment room, which was ably conducted under the super-
vision of Bro. Alex. Patterson, was thrown open at halfpast nine.
The programme of dances was well arranged, and after a very enjoyable
time the company separated at an early hour ia the morning,.

[By the M. W. the Grand Master.}
EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF A DYSPEPTIC;

Showing how he became so, and how he got rid of it, with other highly interesting
and instructive incidents appertaining and belonging thereto.

¢ Dear Friends, my time has been wretchedly spent,
¢ With a gripe or a hiccough wherever I went,
* My siamach all swelled, till I thought it would burat,
“ Sure never poor mortal wita wind was 30 curst I"—3ouRz,
Tom, not Hannah.

The victim, in & tone of mild but meluncholy sublimity, thas apostro-
phises the demeoa :—Avaunt, thou spirit of ovil! Withdraw thy lean
and lanky fingers f-o-n my epigastric region, and begoac!

¢ Take thy beak from out my gizza:sd,
**Take thy form from off my door,
** Quoth the Demon—never more."

Know that I am neither a glutton nor 2 gourmand, yet for three long
and dreary months hast thou been my constant atiendant. By day, thy
dread shadow hovers o’er me, chilling my very soul with premonitory
symptoms of a coming squeeze !—at the table, thou art by my side,—

* And if ever I cat & good suo]:er.at night,
“1 dresm of the Dovil, and wake in a frighi.”

“Yes! I awake, feeling as if T had a full-sized reciangular brick in
my siomach, with all its corners sharp and square. Oh Jupiter fonans!
how long are the nights. Groans and dismal sighs tell my anguish, and
disturb the slumbers of my cara sposa. Her tender sympathy, backed
by half a grain of movphine, at length compels the Demon to relax his
grasp, and afier hours of intense suffering, exhausted nature sinks into
temporary forgetfulness. In three months, from & man of some weight
in the world, yes by’'r lady, ono hundred and ninety-six good pounds
averdupois, I have dwindled down to a lean and lanky individual, whose
whole corpus, boots and all, will not raise the beam at one hundred and
fifty | My trouser-loons are now a world too wide for my shruak shanks,
and my once ruddy countenance has become long blanched and cadaver-
ous. My medical attendant has, I believe administered a little of every-
thing to be found in the whole materia medica, from strychnine to
bismuth. I have been drenched at every available point. Sure I am
that at least a Wiachester bushel of pills have goae down my gullet, and

otions and draughts innumerable have followed the samedevious course.
ow, I frankly admit a partiality for lobster, and I have no dislike to
¢ green seal;” I can enjoy a venison pasty, and a pate de fois gras. I
have heard the chimes at midnight, after a wood-cock supper, with the
usual trimmings; but does it follow that I am now to live on oatmeal
porridge for breakfast, a roast apple, washed down with a decoction of
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toast and waler, for dinner, and a dry biscuit, with a very little weak
brandy and watcr, to wind up the day ? Perish the thought! Life is
not worth having on such terms. I'll throw physic to the dogs, give
my medico the slip, and look for better health on the sea-shore.

Having now, I trust, enlisted the sympathies of my readers in this
my very melancholy condition, I shall proceed to narrate how it all
came about, ‘

I had but recently returned from Osgoode Hall, Toronto, where I had
taken my degree of Barristerin the Law Society of Upper Canada, when
I was requested to visit an unfortunate Englishman, then in our County
Gaol, waiting his trial on a charge of murder. The prisoner professed
himself quite unable to give me any information in explanation of the
charge upon which he had been committed, he had no money to retain
counsel, but hoped that T would undertake his defense. With my very
limited experience, I hesitated assuming this grave responsibility, but
in the hope that I might be able to secure the assistance of a Senior at
the trial, I at last accepted the position. I procured a copy of the
depositions, and found the circumstances were as follows: On the
evening of the 2nd day of January, 1854, the prisoner, who was sup-
posed to be slightly intoxicated, had gone into a small grocery in the
town, and asked for some cakes, they were handed to him; he threw
them on the floor, saying they were not good, he then became noisy
and quarrelsome, a constable was sent for, who by the orders of a
magistrate, took him to gaol for the night. In the gaol at that time
there happened to be an imbecile harmless old pauper, and as the pris-
oner scemed quiet and good natured, the gaoler, locked them up to-
gether in the same cell.” During the night the other prisoners heard
my client ordering the old man to get him some water, and also heard
the old man explain that as they were locked up, he could not get out;
some noise, scuffling and groans followed, when all became still. In
the morning when the gaoler opened the cell, he found the old man
lying dead on the floor with marks of violence on various parts of his
bod_, the prisoner, who had blood on his hands and clothes, was cower-
ing in a corner of his cell looking wild and anxious. An inquest had
been held, and the prisoncr fully committed for trial. As the time for
holding the assizes tor our County was drawing near, I had no time to
lose, and at once went to work with all the energy 1 had, to pre-
pare for the defence; I read every work on medical jurisprudence I
could obtain, took voluminous notes, and thought ot nothing else; I
even took my books to bed with me, and dropped asleep over them,
only to continue the subject in my drecams. At last the case came on
for trial, I felt awfully nervous as 1 tool my place among my brethren
of the long robe—a new fledged barrister! with a gloss on my new
gown suggestive of the sillk I aspired to; wigs, not being suitable to
our Canadian clima‘e, are not worn dy the profession here; in winter
limagine they would be considered ccmfortable, but during our hot
spelis, ones own hair is almost overpowering. Some wag has said that
in winter in Canada we buy our cream by the pound. and in summer
our butter by the pint! and there certainly is.some tauth in the say-
ing, paradoxical though it may appear. The Crown officer opened the
case and called the evidence—it was clear as a quill! the medical testi-
mony suggested temporary aberration, and one of the doctors, in reply
to my questions, said that the prisoner was subject to epileptic fits. I
called no witnesses, but relied upon an earnest appeal to the jury. A
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newspager of the day, which contains a very full report of the trial
is now before me, I find that I commenced my address by remarking
upon judicial investigations in general, the duties devolving upon the
counsels for the Crown and for the prisoner, on the Judge and on the
jury, referring briefly to my own inexperience and to the grave respon-
sibility which I felt in defending a prisoner on a trial for life or death,
expressing however my confidence, that the lIearned Chief Justice who
presided, would not allow the interests of the prisouer to be materially
affected, by any omissions or shortcomings of mine, but that in his
charge he would supply all deficiencies. I rested my defense on the
temporary insanity of the prisoner, and asked the jury to consider,
whether under the evidence they could say that the prisoner at the
moment of committing the act, was knowingly wilfully and with malice
aforethought violating God’s holy commandment, or whether it was
the act of une whose mind was diseased, whose brain was on fire, and
whose reason was unthroned: here I quoted at length from my medi-
cal authorities, Drs. Marshall, Hall, Taylor and others. I also alluded
to the intimate connection which exists between the operations of mind
and body, and quoted Lord Hall, who on a similar occasion observed,
that it is at all times extremely difficult, nay, often impossible, to de-
fine the invisible line that divides perfect from partial insanity ; indeed
gentlemen, I said, there are so many phases and varieties of mental
alienations, that both the legal and medical profession, are frequently
at aloss to disoriminate the sane from the insane, yet it must rest
upon circumstances duly to be weighed and considered both by judgs
and jury, lest on the one side therc be a kind of inhumanity towarde
the defects of human nature, and on the other too great an indulgence
given to great crimes. And is this difficulty to be wondered at? No,
gentlemen, for when we consider the intricacy of the subject, we are
only astonished and amazed at the light which science has already
thrown over the investigation of it. Who can satisfactorily define the
nature of mnd or soul? Anatomists can explain most of the functions
of the body, because cach has its distinct visible organ, but as regards
the mind, though the brain is considered its organ, yet no one has sat-
isfactorily cstablished in what particular pact it lies, or by what means
it operates. We arc indeed *fearfully and wonderfully made,” and
well might our poet exclaim  What a piece of work is man! How
“noble in reasen, how infinite in faculties, in form and in moving how
“express and admirable! in action how like an angel, in apprehen-
“sion how like God! And yet, let but the functions of the brain be
¢« disturbed, and this ¢ noble creation,’ this ‘quintessence of dust,’ be-
“comes cither ¢The moping idiot, or the madman gay." And he who
“stood most pre-cminert as possessing intellectual attainments of the
“higher order, may fall into very childishness, and the mind, which
“formerly revelled in the decpest research, which could grasp the ab-
“strusest theories, becomes a blank, and is now ¢ pleased with a rattlo
“ tickled with a straw.’”

Esquiral, an acknowledged authority, a man of large experience and
profoundly skilled in all mental diseases, declares that there does exist
a species of homicidal madness, in which no disorder of intellect can be
discovered, * the wmurderer, says he, is driven as it were by an irresisti-
ble power ; he is under an influence which he cannot overcomne, a blind
impulse without reason; it is impossible to divine the motive which
induces him without interest to commitacts so atrocious and so contrary
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to the law of natuve. I then cited anumber ofleading cases bearing on
the question, and then dwelt upon the faet that in gencral thero are
assignable inducements which lead to the commission of erime, motives
of self-interest, of revenge for injury, displaying wickedness premedi-
tated, but in the present case there was an entirc absence of all motive
or inducemcent, there was no injury to revenge, no previous animosity
to gratify, thore was no possibility of concealment, no hope of escape,
not even a denial of guilt but, on the contrary, that the evidence went
to show that the prisoner was found stupified and apparently overcome
by the horrible consciousness of having been the agent in some atroci-
ous transaction; and when the jury remembered that it was stated in
the evidence that one ear of the deceased was nearly gnawed off, ag if
done by a wild beast, I thought that they could not hesitate in com-
ing to the conclusion, that the act was the act of a man laboring under
a temporary insanity, and that therefore the prisoner was not guilty,
“wilfully, knowingly, and with malice aforethought,” of murdering
the deceased, it however the jury entertained a doubt as to the state of
of the prisoners mind at the time, I entreated them to lean to the side
of mercy, and to give him the benefit of it. I find by the published re-
port that I wound up by saying “ I ask his acquittal at your hands in
the name and on behalf of his afflicted wife and weeping children, I
ask it on his own account, so that he may still have opportunity for
repentance, for much time mis-spent and talents misapplied, doubtless
too, fur many sins committed and duties neglected. I ask his acquittal
also on higher grounds, I ask it in the name of justice! for I do not be-
lieve that even in the eye of the law he is guilty of the cerimie of mur-
der, neither do I believe that the blood of the deceased will be required
at his hands by his God! His lifeis in your hands, an awful and tre-
mendous responsibility is yours, tor if you unjustly violate the living
temple which the Lord has made, or quench the fire which THis breath
has given, you will yourselves have to answer for it at the great Bar of
God on that terrible day when the heavens and carth shall pass away,
and every man shall be judged according to his works.

{To be Continued.)

GopFREY DE BouILLoN ENcAMPMENT AND Priory, Kn16uTs TEMPLAR,
&C., &C., HamntoN, ONT.—Officers installed and invested for the year
5873 :

E. Fr. Hugh A. AMackay, 33° Emt. Com. V. E. Fr. Thos. B. Harris 33° Past Emt.
Companion ; Alex. Mitchell, Prelate ; David McLellan, 1st Captain C. C. ; J Ecnnedy,
2nd Captain C. C.; T. G. Spickett, Treas. and Reg. ; John J. Mason, Almoner; J. H.
Tilden, Expert; Silas Hoover, 1st Standard Bearer; Wm. Dewar, 2nd Standard
Bearer; Williamm J 2oore, Captain of Lines; T. McGiverin, 1st Herald; Geo.
McKenzie, 2nd Herald; W. W. Summers, Equerry.

The Grand Lodge Certificate of Bro. Matthew H. Shaw, of Lodge,
No. 185, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, Ireland, was recently picked up at
the Barrie Station ot the Northern Railway—It can be obtained by ad-
dressing Bro. James C. Morrow; S. W- Corinthian Liodge, No. 96, Barrie
Ontario.

We havo to thank W. Bro. F. A. Gardner, W. M. of Acacia Ledge,
No. 61, who has recently returned from a trip to Great Britain, for a
number of very interesting Masonic publications.
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JAPPY TO MEET, SORRY TO PART, HAPPY TO MEET AGAIN.

A MASONIC CAROL.

Dedicaled 2o ka2 Frince of Good Fellows, THOMAS BIRD HARRIS,
Grand Secrelary of Canada.

Words and Music by ROBERT MORRIS, LL.D.

Andante. Hanxoxizer 8T A. C. GUTTERSON.
L. L 1.9
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1. Hap-py to mect the spark-ling eye, The sin-ow -y hand, the joy - ful tongue:
2. Scr-ry to part, for who can tell, As time goesby and chan - ges come, If
8. Hap-py to mect a- gain, a-gain: Ob, hest-cn the joy-ful mo - ment soon,When
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Hap-py to meet where neser a sigh, Nor & cold  word chills fra- ter - nal song:
those we have met and cherished so well Shall  gath-er a - gain in the Ma - sons’ home?
hap- pi-ly met King Hi - ram’smen Shall measure a-gain the MMa - sons’ tune!
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Hap-py 2 -roundthe al- tar'sbase! Hap-py beneath th'all-see - ing Eye!
Sor-ry to part we ling'ringstand; Sor-ry to part these loit-er-ings prove: But
Strong men may bow, the hair grow white, Alourncrsiaygo a - bout the street; But
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Music.

HAPPY

TO MEET.
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Telling the glo - ries of that place,
“hxspcr the word a - long your Band,
car-ol we will as we've sung to-night,

The hap-pi - er LopGE be - yond the sky.
** Meeting a - gain in the LopeE a - bove 1
Happy a- gain, & - gain to meet!
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Hap-py to mecet, sor-ry to part, Hap-py to mecet a - gain, a-gain;
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Hap-py to mecet, sor-ry to part, Hap-py to meet a8 - gain.
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156 Knights Templarism in England.
KNIGHTS TEMPLARISM IN ENGLAND.

INPORTANT ACTION OF THE GRAND CONCLAVE.

We Lave reccived the annual report of the Grand Conclave of the
EKnights Templar of England, held in London, December 13, 1872, pre-
sided over by Sir and Rev. John Huyshe, D. G. Master. Thirty-six
Commanderies were represented. Sir Wm. Stuart tendered his resig-
nation as Grand Master, in order that the Prince of Wales might be
elected Grand Master, in accordance with the statutes of the Convent

~ General.

These statutes were presented by the Commissioners, who had ivro-
duced some very extraordinary provisions, which were repugnant to
many members, as well as they will be to us on thisside of the Atlantic,
as will be seen by the following :

The Provincial Grand Commander for Kent, Sir Knight General
Clerk, then moved the following amendment :

“Tyat the report of the Committee be adopted with the exception of
those portiens referring to the statutes of the Convent General; and
that—

“1. Seeing that these statutes contain many rules fundamantally con.
trary to the statutes of the Conclave of England and Wales and the
Dependencies of the British Crown, this Grand Conclave can not and
does not accept them, but refers them back to the Commissioners for
revision,

“2. This Grand Cenclave requests that in revising these statutes, the
following points be kept in view :

‘“(a.) That the Masonic character of the Instituticn be maintained
in name as well as in spirit.

“(d.) That the Grand Priory of England retain, as at present, the
power of electing its own Grand Prior, and of making rules for its gov-
ernance.

“(c.) That the “Royal Arch” qualification of a candidate must be
retained.

“(d.) That these Statutes, when revised, be submitted to Grand Con-
clave for approval, previous to being ratified by the Grand Master.”

He observed that he had agreed to the paragraph in the report at the
mecting of the Committee, because it was stated that the proposed
statutes made no material alterations in the internal organizstion of
the Order, and also because the letter of the Grand Vice-Chancellor,
accompanying the copy of the Statutes forwarded to him, made the
same statement; but upon reading the Statutes carefully, he considered
some of the changes made were so fundamental that he could in no wise
assent to them. He considered that in drawing up the Statutes of the
Convent General, the Commissioners had exceeded the powers entrusted
to them by the Grand Conclave on the 13th of December, 1871. That
in the title of the Order, the word ¢ Masonic ” had been omitted, while
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the Templar body was essentially a Masonic body, and should always
be so designated. That another fundamental change was that the
power of clecting their own Grand Master, and of making their own
statutes, was taken away from them. That past rank was done away
with, and members thereby deprived of honors they had acquired,
Certain things were given in exchange, such as Grand Cross and
Knight Commander, but they were titles which did not represent work.
They were meaningless imitations of civil orders which had no connec-
tion with Freemasonry, That the qualification of candidates was
changed by the abolition of the R A.quaitfication, and the substitution
of two years’ standing as a Master Mason. This question had on two
occasions been submitted to Grand Conclave, and decided in the nega-
tive. There had, on one of these occasions, been a proposition to add
the 18° as a qualification, and that was also thrown out. That by the
present statutes three black balls excluded, but by the proposed statutes,
the election must be unanimous. The conditions were stringent enough
already, as the names of all candidates had to be sabmitted to the Pro-
vincial Grand Commander, and Encampments could reduce the number
of black balls if they thought fit. That the dress was not improved,
but rather the reverse by the present statutes, but that was not very
important. That the Grand Master, in ratifying these statutes, must
have been ignorant of what he was asked to do; it gave him great pain
to malke the statement. For these reasons ho maintained that these
statutes could not pass, but should be sent back for revision.

Sir Xnight J. F. Holden scconded the amendment.

The Grand Prior, the Earl of Limerick, essayed a reply, but we must
frankly say that he did not once meet the vital objection, viz: the
elimination of the Royal Arch degree as a prerequisite of the Order of
the Temple.

Sir Emra Holmes, Grand Provost, also endeavored to meet the ob-
jections of the General Clerk.

On account of this ostracism of the Royal Arch by the Convent Gen-
eral, Sir Knight J. F. Holden stated thatin the Provinces there was
some little feeling now as to allowing the Templars to meet in Masonie
rooms; and he apprehended there would be great difficulty in getting
the loan of rooms for their meetings if it was known that the Masonic
qualification was to be interfered with.

‘We apprebend that such will be the result in many instances, al- .
though it has been agreed that Master Masons of two years' standing
shall be eligible to become Templars, but when we take into considera-
tion that nine-tenths of those Master Masons who care, or have cared to
become Templars have already become Royal Arch Masons. The
amendment offered by the General Clork, (viz: to recommit the
statutes to the Commissioners,) was rejected by a vote of 19 ayes
to 28 nays. The Statutes were then adopted. The Convent General
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is designed to consolidate the Grand Euncampmenis of England, Ire-
land and Scotland. The Re od is somewhat indefiniie, but it looks
as though Ireland had agrecd and Scotlznd disseniced, alvhough a
member of 1he Grand Conclave wriics o Sir J. W. Simons, of New
York, (one of the Commi.cc appointed by tho Grand Encump-

- ment of the Uniied Sisees,) so late as December 23rd, that neither
Scotland nor lreland bad zgreed to the Swatates. T this be true,
then the Giand Counclave of England swnds alone in striking out the
Chapicr degrees.

The Prince of Wales was unanimovsly .iected Grand Masicr, and we
rather look upon it as 4 coup &’ eiat, of which -he Prince could no. have
been aware. The most important part of this whole performance is,
that the Templars of Bozland bave thus cut chemselves loose from the
other Templavs of :he world—i. e., those who shall be created such
in England afie¢ Decemnber 13, 1872, for no Americca Commandery
can admit as a visitor a Templar who is noi also a Royal Arch Masoa.
The law of the Grand Com mandery of Missouri, is thatevery visitor must
be examined thoroughly from the E. A, 10 the Royal Arch in«lusive,
before any Commandery examioddon «an commence, hence chere will
be but little danger to apprchend in th's pa: dcalar jurisdiction, hut we
have thus fully treated of this question fov the henefit of our Teaplar
readers in other States, who m.y not hiuve Leard of this change of the
law in England.

Two years 2zo we had oceasion {o criticise the action of the Grand
Encampment of England on acconnt of its suicidal treaty with other
powers, and we must now say that it has committed an act which it
must repeal ov else regret as long as it lives. It is one of the most
unfortunate things which it could possibly do, and which we much
regret, IEXAMINE WELL.— Gouley’s Fre-muson.

FOREIGN MEMORANDA.

The Washington Territory papers are chuckling over a curious inci-
dent that happened in a lodge during the iniiiation of & new member,
The candidate was in position taking the impressive obligation of the
First Degree, when the carthquake of the 14ih shook ihe Territory and
the Masonic Hall to its foundations. It was a new scnsution to the

"Oly mpians—Mount Ranier might topple over and crush the town, or
Badd’s Inlet send a great earthquake wave to engalph it—so the Master
and officers and breihrea beat a wild and undignificd retreat, carrying
the Tyler bodily with them. After the shock had subsided, and their
nerves quicied by mutual congratulations and libations, they returned
to the body of the Lodge to commence anew the work, and found the
candidate in siufuo guo. Upon demanding why he hadn’t yun, he inno-
cently replied ihat, « De thooght ihe whole ihing was a part of the
ceremony I”  So mote it Le.—Silver City (Ideho) Avalanche.

The quarierly communication of the Grand Lodge of Scotland was
held *n Freemason’s Hall, George Street, Edinburgh, on Monday, 3rd
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February, 1873. The Bl of Rosslyn, Most Worshipful Grand Master,
occupied the throne.

The Grand Lodge having been opened in ample form, a number of
proxy commissions were read and sustained. The Grand Clerk then
announced that presents had been received from Grand Lodges of Eng-
land, France, the Netherlands, and New Brunswick, for which a vote
of thanks was accorded on the motion of the Grand Master. The
minutes of the Grand Lodge and Grand Commitice having been read
and approved of the Grand Committee for the ensuing year was
appointed.

Petitions for charters to the following ludges were granted unani-
mously :—Waring St. John, Murichson, Victoria: Seville, Jamaica;
Rothes, Leslic; Abercromby, Bridge of Allan ; Caledonia, Canterbury,
New Zealand, Oamaru Kilwinning, Oamaru, New Zealand; Cromwell
Kilwinning, Cromwell, New Zealand ; Sir Walter Scott, Auckland, New
Zealand ; St. Andrew, Grey River, Grey Mouth, New Zealand.

The Grand Clerk having intimated that the newly appointed repre-
sentative from the Grand Lodge of Sweden and Norway was in wait-
ing, the Grand Master ordered him to be conducted into the Grand
Lodge. Bro. Mann, Past Senior Grand Warden, was accordingly
ushered in with due ceremony, and the commissions from the King of
Sweden having been read, was installed into office amidst loud applause.
After he bad returned thanks for the honor conferred upon him, Bro.
Robert Cowan, Past Provisional Grand Master of Scotland, was appoint-
ed representative at the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, and Bro,
Chevalier A. F. Krintberg, representative at the Grand Lodge of Sweden,
vice Bro. Erskin, deceased.

The resignation of the Right Hon. the Tarl of Stair, K. T.) as ¥ro-
vincial Grand Master of Wigtownshire, was received with regree. The
Grand Master said he had received a letter from the noble Liarl, and he
had written in reply, entreating him to reconsider his determination
but as he had received no reply, he concluded the noble Earl would not
continue in office.

It was then moved by Bro. W. Officer, Past Grand Deacon, seconded
by Bro. Lindsay Mackersy, in the absence of Bro. Alexander Hay :

“That on and after the passing ot this motien the office of Grand
Clerk shall cease, and its duties shall devolve on and Le discharged by
the Grand Secrctary; that the present Grand Clerk shall Le conjoined
in the office of Grand Sccretary, with Bro. Stewart as joint Grand Sec-
retary; thatupon the occurence of the first vacancy by death or resig-
nation, the joint office shall cease, and the remaining holder of the
office shall Le sole Grand Secretary till the date of the next annual elec-
tion, wnen only one Grand Secretary shall be elected; and that the
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laws of Grand Lodgo in so far as not coincident with this motion be re-
pealed.

The motion was unanimously adopted, and the Grand Master passed
a high eulogium on Bro. Lawrie, Grand Clerk, for his valuable business
sorvices to Grand Lodge during the past two years, a compliment which
was warmly endorsed by the brethren present.

Bro. Abbot, No. 1, then moved the following motion :—

“That all lodges holdinz of tlns Grand Lodge, whether represented
or not by their Master and Wardens, shall be compelled to pay the fees
exigible for representation in Grand Ludge, on the 24th Jure annually
if not paid by their representatives previousl.”

Bro. John Baird seconded the motion, and after svme discussion it
was agreed to. '

Bro. Lindsay Mackersey then brought forward the fullowing motion:

¢« That in future the Master shall appoint the Deputy Grand Master,
and the Grand Lodge Laws so far as inconsistent with this are here-
by altered.”

Bro. Dr. Loth seconded the motion, and after the Grand Master had
made some remarks bearing ou the subject, it was unanimously agreed

to.

-~

The Masonic Mutual Benefit Society of Iudiana Las paid out up to the
31st ult. upwards of §330,000 to the families of eighty seven deceased
mensuers. This is the largest Masonic Muiual Tife Association in the
world, and it is rapidly increasing in numbers and in wealth—the per-
manent fund is increasing at the rate of about two thousaud dollars a
month, From the margin on assessments after paying all expenses
the Seecretary in his last report states that he is satisfied that the
Association cap, for twenty ycars to come, give all the benefits of life
insurance at one-half the rates now charged by the Lest Life Iusurance
Companics, and Te offers to pay all assessments during the year 1873
for any brother who desires it, provided ho will pay the Association
one-half of the published rate of the Mutual Life of New York for the
same amount of lusurance. They intend assessing for five deaths for
February which is above the average.

At West.

At Cornwall, on the 4th February, Bro. John Barr Maclennan, Barrister at Law,

aged 40 years,
Bro. Maclennan was a member of Cornwall Lodge, No. 125, Cornwall

and its members paid a tribute of respect to his memory by attending
his remains to the place of interment and there depositing them with
the usual Masonic Ceremonies.




