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On a marble table affixed to the walls of the Middleton
Episcopal Church is the following inscription :

« Qacred to the memory of the Rev. Jolm Wiswall, A. M,
who was born at Boston, U. S., 3rd April, 1731, ordained by
the Bishop of London, 1764. He left his native land in 1775

“in consequence of the revolutionary struggle, and was appointed

rector of the parish in Wilmot in 1789, where he continued until
his death, 2nd December, 1821. He was the first clergyman of
any denomination who settled in this place.”

Ichabod Wiswill, or Wiswall, as the Rev. John Wiswall
uniformly wrote it, was born in Lancashire, England, in 1636.
When an infant he came with his father and four or five brothers
to New England. In 1652 he entered Harvard, but on account
of some changes which took place in the government of that
school, he, with the rest of his class, withdrew from the
institution, and consequently did not receive the degree of
Bachelor of Arts. He became a Puritan preacher of some noté,
and, as was common for clergymen in that day, took a
prominent part in the political affairs of the American-English
colonies.

NoTE.—The chief authorities used in the preparation of this paper were Van
Tyne's Loyalists of the American Revolution, Fisher's True History of the American
Revolution, the MSS of the Rev. Jacob Bailey. now in the possession of the N. S.
Historical Society, and the MS journal of the Rev. John Wiswall. This consists of one
large folio volume in 2 state of excellent preservation ; it is in the custody of the
Wrgnll family, and has been drawn on largely.~E. M. S,
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He preached for a time to a small colony that went from
Massachusetts to Cape Fear. His calling as a clergyman was
varied by his acting as a mate of a merchantman, trading
from the Eastern shore to the Barbados.  He, however, returned
to the ministry and was ordained pastor of the church at
Duxbury, Plymouth Colony. Here he married the second time,
and had born to him two sons and several daughters. After
the Restoration he was employed by the Plymouth Colony as
one of the agents, to obtain from the Imperiai Government a
new charter for that colony. In this undertaking, the agents
were not successful.  Wiswall, therefore, petitioned the British
Government to annex the colony to Rhode Island ; but Cotton
Mather, having the greater influence, defeated him:and it was
annexed to Massachusetts.  Returning from England in 1693,
he resamed his pastoral labois at Duxbury, where he lived until
1695, when he departed this life.

His grandson, the Rev. John Wiswall, says of him :—
“He was of a plethoric constitution and afflicted with the gout
in his later years, which was the means of his death. His
religious prineiples were puritanick, and his political principles
were republican and independent.  He was master of the
learned languages, acquainted with the mathematies, and a
great studier of astrology, which in that day was esteemed a
fashionable science in America. Instrumental music and poetry
were his chief amusement, and some of his poetical performances,
that I have seen, for the life and place, are not contemptible.
His memory was very tenacious. He was of a warm constitution
and buried himself too much and too zealously in polities.”

Peleg, his son, the father of the Rev. John Wiswall, was
born at Duxbury February 9th, 1683,  He, like his father, was
a student of Harvard College, and graduated from that
institution in 1702. Soon aiter graduating he became eaptain
of a Letter of Margque, and spent three years in the Medi-
terranean. After following the sea for a number of years, he
became master of a grammar school in Boston, and remained in
that position until his death in 1767.

Soon after his settlement in Boston, he married Elizabeth,
daughter of Daniel Rogers, of Ipswich, England. Daniel was
a younger brother of John Rogers, minister of that town.
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REV. JOHN WISWALL. M. A. 3

Mrs. Wiswall's mother was an Appleton, and had in her veins
a strain of royal blood, drawn from a member of the family
of Henry VIII.

Peleg Wiswall left four children—ZElizabeth, Daniel,
Priscilla and John. John was born at Boston Apil 15th, old
style, 1731.  The mother died in the same city 1741.  Says
the Rev. John Wiswall :—** This occurred two vears after
Whitefield's first visit to New England. who revived the spirit
of enthusiasm which has been so characteristic of the New
England Independents.”” At that day, ** enthusiasm ’* meant
about what is now implied in the word, ‘* fanaticism.”

In 1745, the year that Louishourg was taken by the New
England forces, Johin Wiswall entered Harvard College, re-
presenting the third generation of Wiswalls in that institu-
tion.

The excitement in Boston caused by the plan of the mer-
chant Pepperell to take Louisbourg. the * Dunkirk of
America,”” stirred the hearts and mmfamed the imaginations
of all classes, not excepting the freshman class of Harvard,
of which John Wiswall was a member. The arrival of troops
from Connecticut and New Hampshire, their drilling on the
Common, the preparation and departure of the fleet. created
visions of adventure and military glory. Nor were these vis-
ions false. In June a swift sailing craft came up Boston Bay,
bearing the intelligence that Pepperell had captured Louis-
bourg. Boston went into a frenzy of excitement—shouts,
bonfires and clanging of church bells expressed New KEng-
land’s joy over a military victory that attracted the attention
of the whole world.

The death of Admiral d’Anville in Halifax Harbour, the
suicide of Vice-Admiral d’Estournelle, and the entire defeat
of the project of the French to retake Louishourg in 1746,
capture Annapolis and Boston, gave rest to New England
after a winter of deep concern and a summer of consuming
anxiety.

In scenes like these, the early days of John Wiswall were
spent. The dauntless spirit and unconquerable courage seen on




+ NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAI SOCIETY.

both sides thirty years after this in the American war of the
revolution, were hegotten and fostered in these days. In his
second vear in college, John Wiswall read of the winter
march of the KFrench from Chignecto to Gaspereaux, and the
midnight massacre of the English troops at Minas. This and
other stirring events, such as the capture of a ¥French fleet and
a number of rich merchantment on the ccast of France in the
following spring, kept student Ihife at Harvard from
monotony.

Mr. Wiswall graduated from Harvard in 1749, the year
in which Halifax was founded. The treaty of Aix-la-Cha-
pelle in 1748, released sailors and soldiers to swell the popula-
tion of the new city; but it destroyed the chances of young
Wiswall for carrying out his cherished ambition of entering
the navy. The call to men of his class for this service ceased
with that treaty of peace. After giving a summer to the fur-
ther study of the higher mathematics in the city of Boston,
he devoted himself for five years to teaching school in towns
in the neighbourhood of that city. According to a custom
then prevailing. to further qualify himself for the duties of
life. he was inoculated with the smallpox, but escaped with
his life. In the spring of 1754, in accordance with his
father’s advice, <ustained by a strong personal desire, he
began to preach the gospel.

His ministry at Falmouth, now Portland, Maine, began
on the 3rd of November. 1755. The border Indian war, en-
couraged by the French, did not cease with the treaty of 1748.
In the spring of 1756, Falmouth was attacked by the red men,
and some of Mr. Wiswall’s parishioners were massacred. The
people were obliged to spend their nights in picketed houses
for protection. Mr. Wiswall passed the first year in his pas-
torate in dread of the tomahawk and the scalping knife. His
own experience qualified him to refer with sympathy, as he
does. to the murder of some of the citizens of Dartmouth,
which took place two years before the red men surprised in
their sleep the inhabitants of fFalmouth.
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He refers to visiting Boston in the summer of 1757, where
he says the regiments of Governor Shirley and Pepperell,
which. with recruits from all the colonies to the number of
eight thousand, were ready to invade Canada, take Quebec
and Montreal as Louisbourg had been taken years before. At
the time of his settlement as a Congregational minister in the
town of Falmouth, the tragedy of deporting the Acadian
French from this province took place. In this event, John
Wiswall took a lively interest. With the removal of the
Acadians, the New England States would be less exposed, in
case of another war between Britain and France.

In 1759, as pastor of the Congregational church in Fal-
mouth, he was keeping house, but was not yet married. At
this time his sister, Mrs. Stevens, her daughter and son
Robert came from Halifax to make him a visit, and to keep
his house for a time. After a happy winter she returned in
the spring. leaving with him her son Rohert. He then en-
gaged a widow Hall as housekeeper. While his domestic
affairs were in charge of this estimable lady. he entertained
the Rev. Jacob Bailey and Lis young wife, who were on their
way to Pownalborough on the Kennebee River. To appreciate
fully this visit of Mr. Bailey. whose wife was a sister of
the Rev. Joshua Wyngate Weeks. well known at a later time
in the city of Halifax. it is necessary to read the Frontier
Missionary, by Rev. Mr. Bartlett., which gives an account of
the life of this interesting clerical character. The rectory of
the serious yvoung parson of Falmouth was for once enlivened
by the extraordinary social gifts and contagious humor of
Jacob Bailey and his talented and sprightly wife. Mrs. Hall
forgot her widow’s wee-s, and the young clergyman, in whom
was the perfection of old-time elerical proprieties, failed not
to join in the merriment created and sustained by his happy
guests.

Mr. Wiswall was then on the eve of going to Brunswick
to marry a daughter of Judge Minot of that town; and no
doubt lighter conversation, arising from this and other events,
was mixed with discourse of a more serious nature. Louis-
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bourg, Quebec and Montreal had just fallen into the hands of
the English. French dominatior in the north was now at an
end; and with it Indian massacres and the horrors of border
warfare. This promised rest to the colonies was never enjoved
since the coming of the Mayflower. About these events and
the future which they promised. the two voung clergymen
talked, as they sat together in social intercourse.

As a Congregationalist minister Mr. Wiswell enjoved the
friendship of the Rev. Daniel Rogers, the Rev. Mr. Elliot.
the Rev. Mr. Mayhew, the Rev. Mr. Condy and the Rev. Mr.
Cooper.  On April 30. 1759. he was ordained pastor of the
Tndependent Church at Falmonth. In 1764 Mr. Wiswall
united with the Church of England: and established an Epis
copal Church at Falmouth. which he named St. Paul’s. On
the 8th of October of this vear. there being no bishop in the
colonies, he sailed for England for the purpose of bheing reg-
ularly ordamned. On Dec. 22, he arrived in London and re-
ceived deacon’s orders. and in the following February was
ordained priest. He returned to New England in May, 1765.

On the 17th of December. 1761, he married Merey. daugh-
ter of Judge Minot. She was born at Fort Richmond on the
11th of July. old style, 1733. Their son Peleg was born Apnil
8, 1763. The father writes:—

** This was a remarkable hard winter. On the Tth of April
snow was three feet deep in the open fields. and so covered
with ice that people walked on the surface.”

On the third of March, 1765, his son John was born. His
daughter Elizabeth was born on the 28th of January, 1767.
Bradstreet, his son, was born April 26, 1769. Peleg Wiswali,
his father, died on the 2nd of September of the same year,
aged 81. For more than forty vears he had been master of
the chief grammar scheool of Boston. He had the honor of
educating a number of the principal men who took part on
each side of the revolutionary struggle.

Of him his son says:—** He never joined in any party.
Like the famous Atticus, he had intimate fiiends among all
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the religious sectaries and men holding different political
sentiments. As to his person. he was rather tail and stout,
with large blue eves and of a commanding but mi:d presence.’”’

Mr. Wiswall says that the people of Falmouth were quiet
and respectful to him as a minister of the Church of England:

but as soon as the spirit of rebellion appeared in the city. the
won adliacacts of iha Dunlisl Mol -3

snonn ol Li. acen

CORRIGENDIT V!
Read this paragraph in connertion with page G beticcen paragraph
ending with “social intercourse” and paragraph

beginning “As a Congregationalist minister.”

Dut another storm was ;’.1?5-.---

".3.'--5- :-?--u-% wWere not ver

in the sky, not even as larse as 2 man's hand,  How bl

blive and

beantiful were the New Ensiand heavens, afier the Freneh

were subdued oa the banks of the St Lawrence! These tuwes
clergymen looked into a future, big with the promize of peace.

prosperity and personal happiness.  Little did they know of

the ierrible conflict then pending, : f the bitterness of which

they were destined 1o have laree share.  In less than ten Nears

after this happy social intercourse, ominons siomis began 1
appear.  Year by vear their threatenings became more and

more unmistakable.  DBut not unti] 1774 was< the unrest that

L

preeeded the revolution sensibly felt at Falmouwth

tramming. AL 1UEY WHIPPCU, HMCU GUV G asuac rapeises,
and hanged Quakers and witches, it was done in the name of
the Lord, and for the glory of God. ** The Lower House of
Assembly of Massachusetts, without the Governor's sanction,
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the religious sectaries and men holaing different political
sentiments. As to his person. he was rather tall and stout,
with large blue eyes and of a commanding but mild presence.”

Mr. Wiswall says that the people of Falmouth were quiet
and respectful to him as a minister of the Church of England:
but as soon as the spirit of rebellion appeared in the city. the
non-adherents of the English Church. and seme of his own
congregation began to oppose him. As there was no other
Episcopal Church near Falmouth. he was alone, and was
obliged to rciy on his own judgment in shaping his course
through the confusion of the times.

On the 10th of September. 1774, he says:—** The public
disturbance of ithe Provinces has greatly increased ; and people
of every denomination discover. it is too little to say an un-
easiness. a discontent bordering upon madness, on account of
the late proceedings of parliament respecting America. I now
tremble for the safety of the Church. The inhabitants of the
town in general. and the people of the congregation in par-
ticular. have been guiet and peaceabie: but now the leaven
spreads fast among them.™

Mr. Wiswall took the ground that. as a minister of the
gospel. he should abstain from political disputes, which were
daily becoming more fierce ; but neutrality and discreet silence
were not sufficient to protect him from the storm which rap-
idly increased in violence. He says:—** But things have now
come to pass, that it is impossible with a clear conscience to
fall in with all the humours of a discontented people; and so
I am like to lose my popularity. and become obnoxious to
them for doing my duty as a minister of the Church of Eng-
land, and a servant of the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel.”

The rebellion, beginning in Massachusetts, must necessa-
rily have its religious side. That was in keeping with Puritan
training. If they whkipped. fined and imprisoned Baptists,
and hanged Quakers and witches, it was done in the name of
the Lord. and for the glory of God. ** The Lower House of
Assembly of Massachusetts, without the Governor's sanction,
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recommenied that the several churches in the province should
set apart a day of fasting and prayer on account of public
affairs.”” The Governor and Upper House. as it seems, were
in sympathy with England. A committee of the town of Fal-
mouth applied to Mr. Wiswall to announce this day of fast-
ing: but he refused. as it had not been authorized by the
Legislature in due form. He told them that he could not co-
operate in any fasts except those appointed by his Church and
those recommended by lawful aunthority. He was further re-
quested by the town to take a collection for the sufferers in the
town of Boston. This, too, he refused to do. because, as he
caid. such contributions would go to support people in resist-
ing the laws of the parliament of Great Britain. This gave
great offence to the town, and to a number of the members of
his own congregation. some of whom withdrew from his
church. In contrast with his own course he says:—

“ Many of the dissenting ministers support their own pop-
aularity by encouraging the people in the tumultuous proceed-
ings. .. To recommend submission to authority and
obedience to the laws by a quiet and peaceable behaviour in
the station in whichk I am placed. is what I think can, as
times go. be prudently done. to check the torrent of political
enthusiasm; but even silence is now censured by the people as
evidence of what they call tory principles. . . . I expect
to suffer. 1 already do suffer in my temporal interests en ac-
count of these disturbances; but better so than betray the
cause | am in honour and in duty bound to support, as a ser-
vant of Christ and a minister of the Chuich of England.”

On the 17th of April, 1775, the revolution, which Mr.
Wiswall called the rebellion, broke out with great violence in
Falmouth. As his father and grandfather. both intelligent
men who had occupied prominent positions, had spent their
jives in the colonies, the son was able to trace from its begin-
ning the growth of resistance to British control in the colo-
pies, until it culminated in the revolution. He knew that
Rhode Island and Connecticut existed under charters which
made them practically independent ; that they elected their
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own legislatures and governors and bore the entire expense of
their maintenance: that the laws they enacted and enforced
were not even sent to England for the roval sanction. Like
the Transvaal and Orange Free State. they had been inde-
vendent in everything. except in not possessing the power to
make treaties with foreign countries.

Nor had it been different in Massachusetts from 1625 to
1685, which in that time. had been almost equally indepen-
dent. Pennsylvania and Virginia had also enjoved a large
share of self-control, which, indeed. existed in all the colonies
from Maine to Georgia. Out of thic independence and in-
dulgence. grew a disregard of ali the laws of England. which
the people might interpret as interfering with their liberties.

Mr. Wiswall knew of the open revolt in Virginia in 1676,
and. when on the reception of the news that James the Second
had been deposed, Massachusetts sent the government to sea,
and assumed the management of her own affairs. Indeed,
had not France held the country to the north. making the col-
onies dependent on the Army and the Navy of Great Britain
for defence against the French and Indians, there is every
reason to believe that the colonies would have started a revo-
Iution much earlier than they did: for. as soon as Lonisbourg,
Quebecand Montreal yielded to England. and the whole north
came under British control. the colonisis hegan to resist every
attempt made by England to establish regulations necessary
to sound and harmonious relations between the colonies and
the parent state. There were at times arbitrary and unconsti-
tutional proceedings on the part of the British Parliament;
but all this could have been remedied by constitutional courses
of reform: and indeed many of the wrongs were righted : hat
the end sought was entire independence. The customs and
navigation laws were trampled under foot. A defiant spirit
was exhibited on every hand. On one occasion Mr. Wiswall

showed his father an inflammatery article which appeared in
a Boston Gazette. After reading it. his father said, * John.
you will see Boston a garrisoned town before many years,”
which prophecy. it is needless to say. came true.
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Rhode Island and Connecticut being treated by England
very much as the Transvaal and Orange Free State were by
Mr. Gladstone's government. similar results followed. In the
latter case. England was able to subdue a rebellion which she
had nursed. In the other case she failed. Human nature is
the same in the family and the state. Sons who are indulged
in trampling on lawful parental authority, will sooner or later
despise it, and assert the right of self-control.

Kalm. the Swedish botanist who travelled through the
English American colonies in 1748, <aid that it was the pres-
ence of the French in America that kept the colonies bound to
England; and that in thirty or fifty vears they would be in-
dependent.

Living as he did in the neighbeurhood of Boston. Mr.
Wiswall had seen the drift and tendencies of his time. He
was especially cognizant of the condition of public affairs in
Massachusetts, which was called the “ hotbed of sedition.”
He knew of the ** committees of correspondence ™ organized
by Samuel Adams, first in Massachusetts and later on over the
whole country. which had for their object a svstematized and
determined revolt against British authority; in which was
implied a total denial of English sovereignty. and a demand
for the withdrawal of British power from the American Con-
tinent.

The English merchants complained that they had on their
hands great quantities of tea growing mouldy in their ware-
houses, for which there was no demand. because the American
colonies. instead of getting their tea from England and pay-
ing only nine cents a pound duty on it, while the English paid
twenty-five cents, smuggled all they needed from Holland and
brought bankruptey to the people of the old country.

Having left the Puritan Church. and having cast in his
lot with the Church of England, Mr. Wiswall was not con-
ditioned to condemn England even when she met prejudice
with prejudice and indiscretion with indiscretion. Nor was
he prepared to condemn the parent state for requiring a tax
on tea. when a financial panic had already appeared in Eng-
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land. brought on in part by the disregard of navigation and
customs laws by the people in the American colonies, who un-
lawfully gave their trade to Holland and other countries.
Mr. Wiswall was an intelligent reader of the papers.
Although the English government had remitted all tax on the
East India Company's tea. thereby enabling it to be shipped
to the American colonies. and sold by paying the threepence
a pound on it, as cheaply as they could get it by smuggling
from Holland, yet the agitation went on. and the decision was
that the tea should not land. This Mr. Wiswall condemned.
and heroically stood by his conviction. Now he saw that it
did not count for anything in Massachusetts, that for a hun-
dred years or more. the navy and army of England had de-
fended them from the hated French and the savage Indi

ans.
Some of the newspapers. as early as the summer of 1773, be-
fore the affair of the tea in Boston Harbor, had advocated in-

dependence. The people became inflamed to a pitch of des-
peration. The horror of the East India Company getting a
foothold in America did duty in ex iting to efforts for entire
independence. The predictions of the devastations of this
corporation in the East were painted blacker than are the
purposes of combines in our day.

Then came the suggestion of the impecunious Samuel
Adams and other revolutionists for a congress of all the states,
and the establishment of an independent commonwealth. This
was done with boldness and impunity, and is an evidence of
the feeble and indulgent policy of the British Government up
to this time.

In 1774 Mr. Wiswall witnessed the return of Governor
Hutchinson to England and General Gage taking possession
of Boston with four regiments. and there acting in the double
capacity of Governor of Massachusetts and general of the
forces. *“ All men are free and equal,”

was the watchword of
the revolutionists, while at the same time they owned thou-

sands of slaves, and in remote districts, denied Newlights,
Baptists and Quakers liberty of conscience. and emphasized
this denial by fines and imprisonments. Indeed. Massachu-
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cotts. the leading colony in the revolution, was the last state
of the Union to remove from her statute book the laws which
were intended to enforce religious uniformity. This was not
done until 1832.

Mr. Wiswall was no idle spectator of the progress of the
revolution. The desperate conduct of the revolutionists, the
forcible taking away of the arms of the loyalists, tarring and
feathering them. tossing them on fence rails and parading
them in this condition through the towns to be jeered at by
the crowds. the extemporized congress at Philadelphia in
September. 1774. the fast oncoming of <rartling events op-
pressed and alarmed this gentle (Christian minister. He was
about one hundred miles away from Boston, the storm-centre;
but even at Casco Bay the fury of the gale was felt. as puffs
of wind before the outhreak of a terrible storm. “ Out with
him. out with him.” diouted the mob as they rushed at
Francis Green in a Norwich inn. They <houted and yelled at
him as they chased him out of the town. His erime was that
he had signed an address to Governor Hutchinson as he was
about to leave for England. In the same summer of 1774,
the mob drove judges from their seats and shut up the court-
houses. Brigadier General Ruggles, who afterwards came to
Annapolis. Nova Qeotia. fought off a mob, but they painted
his horse and cut off his mane and tail. Afterwards, they
robbed his house of all his weapons, and poisoned his horse.
They stopped judges on the highways, insulted and hissed
them as they entered court. They wrecked the house of
Cewell. Attorney General of Massachusetts: Oliver, President
of the Counecil, was mobbed and compelled to resign; and an
armed mob of five thousand compelled the judges and sheriffs
and gentlemen of ihe har of Worcester to march up and down
before them, cap in hand. and read thirty times their dis-
avowal of holding court under parliament. At Taunton,
Springfield. Plymouth and Great Barrington the courts were
handled in a similar way. Lovalists everywhere were driven
from their homes and families: and some took refuge in the
woods. One Dunbar, who had bought fat cattle from a loyal-
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ist, for that offence was put in the cavity of one of the oxen
after it was dressed, and in that position, carried four miles:
and made to forfeit four head of cattle and a horse. Men were
gagged and bound for days at a time, pelted with stones. fast-
ened in rooms where there was a fire with the chimney stopped
on top; bullets were fired into loyalist bedrooms: money and
plate were extorted to save them from violence. Their houses
and ships were burnt; and they. when carted about to be the
sport of jeering mobhs. were compelled to pay something at
every town.

At Falmouth Mr. Wiswall was on the borders of this com-
motion. But no part of the country could escape. Even a
prudent, godly munister like Mr. Wiswall found no safety
from the storm. The following is his own account of the per-
secutions which he and his family endured :—

*“ On the 9th of May I walked with Captain Mowatt of His
AMajesty’s ship Canecaur, then Iving in Casco Harbor. and Dr.
Baillie of the same ship across the neck, having no suas-
picion from the country people. At the northwest side of this
neck there is a wood, at the entrance of which I saw three men
with guns and bayonets fixed. One of the men turned about
and beckoned. Immediately T saw several other men with
guns and bayonets fixed. making up to the three men whom I
first saw. Upon which I said to Captain Mowatt. I believe
they are a party to arrest us. Captain Mowatt, Dr. Baillie
and myself walked on towards the town. The three men then
moved towards us in the path in which we were walking and
presented their pieces with their bayonets fixed. Their com-
mander bid us stand and surrender ourselves. Upon which
Captain Mowatt drew his sword and demanded by whose au-
thority they dared to stop him or us. They replied, by Cap-
tain Thompson. Captain Mowatt answered. I command His
Majesty’s armed vessel in the harbour. They rejoined, we are
for the country and demand Captain Mowatt’s sword, which
he refused to give them, saying, let me see your colonel. The
party now surrounding us were all armed with muskets, and
some with bayonets fixed. We walked a few yards, Mowatt
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keeping his sword drawn, when we were met by Captain
Thompson with the main body. Thompson commanded Cap-
tain Mowatt to deliver his sword. He replied. * Before you
take my sword you shall take my life.” Then a parley began,
Mowatt threatening that the town would be fired upon. unless
they allowed him to proceed to the ship unmolested. Thomp-
son replied that he would have the ship in his possession in
less than two hours. observing that he had two armed vessels
with one thousand rien. with which he meant to attack the
Caneaux; and that his intention was to put us in the front.
Mowatt replied, our being there would make no difference in
the resistance he would meet with from the ship, as it was
the duty of the officer commanding to defend the King’s ship
even though Lord North and all his ministers were in front of
his men. In the meantime., many of Thompson's officers were
very scurrilous, damning the ministry and all the King's offi-
cers, presenting their guns at the same time, aud asking leave
of their colonel to fire. Thompson, seeing Mowatt calm and
mtrepid, seemed to pay great attention to his discourse: and,
at the same time, used his influence to pacify his people, who
at that point seemed to pay some attention to what he said.
But one Steward coming up at that instant expressed much
satisfaction in seeing us in so dangerous a situation. He com-
plimented Thompson and his party upon their good fortune,
asked if they wanted more men. if so. he would immediately
send for them ; and reproved Thompson in a haughty, imperi-
ous manner for suffering Mowatt to keep his sword in his
hand. observing that no prisoners had a right to keep weapons.
Steward’s behaviour enraged the main party, who, with one
Simmons at their head, ordered Mowatt to deliver up his
sword. He replied. I am a King's officer: and. gentlemen,
you shall take my life first. They then advised with Steward
about carryving us into the country. Mowatt replied that he
would not be carried away alive. Simmons continued very
violent, shouting that if the sword was not instantly given up,
he would despatch Captain Mowatt : and one of his men
having his piece cocked. presented it within a yard of
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Mowatt’s breast. Upon which T put my hand on Mowatt, he-
sought him for the Lord’s sake to sheathe his sword. as it was
impossible to resist so many armed men. But Mowatt refused
until Thompson gave his word of honor that he should have
leave to draw it again before he was touched. After sheath-
ing his sword, he held it in his hand until he was set at
liberty.

*“ By this time the people of the town were informed of our
situation and many of the principal inhabitants appeared
upon the neck. Many more were prevented from coming to
us by an advance guard. Mr. Hogg. the commanding officer
on board the Caneaux, was acquainted with what had hap-
pened. upon which he wrote u letter to the selectmen, requir-
ing them to release Mowatt upon the penalty of having the
town laid in ashes. At the same time. he sent ou* boats and
picked up people who were crossing the water, confining them
to the ship. This intimidated the selectmen: and Freeman
came to us with Hogg's letter. which he communicated to
Mowatt, requesting that he would send word to Hogg. and
prevent him from putting his threat into execution. Mowait
replied that while detained on shore he had no command of
the ship; that Hoge had full power to act as he might see
occasion require. By this time some armed people from
Gorham town joined Thompson's party; and they consulted
together how to dispose of the prisoners. The Brunswick men
were for carrying us away in their boats: the Gorham people
for carrying us back into the country. But finding Mowatt
determined not to be carried off the neck alive. a motion was
made by the principal people that we should be conducted
into the town. Two of whom. Shattuck and Greenhood, of-
fered themselves as hostages on condition we were carried to
Shattuck’s house. observing at the same time. that we had
been without food for about five hours. It was finally agreed
that we should be carried to a tavern at the upper end of the
town. on condition that the cadet company should get under
way and join them. Upon this many of this company came
to Mowatt, desiring 0 know if he approved of their getting
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under arms. He replied that it his wish that all the
militia of the town should take arms, whieh they immediately
did; ang Joined the body that eéscorted us into the town; ang
there they continued under arms till nine a¢ night, when we
were dismissed. During oyy continuance jy the tavern, 5
Committee frop, the bhody under arms wag chosen tq determine
in what Mmanner the prisoners Were to be disposed of. After
an hour’s dehate Mr. Prebhle and Mrp, Freeman were accepted
as our bondsmen t, be forthmmiug the next day. Upon
which we were dismissed for the night. and were guarded to
Our respective homes by the cadet company. But thjs guard
did not prevent one of the countrymen from, attempting to fire
upon us. 1 heard the &N snap and saw the flash of the pan.
A wad that had beey carelessly left i the gun Prevented jts
firing . by which means 1 belie ve Mowatt g life wag saved.

“ Many of Thompson ' Party and some of pjs officers knew
nothing of Mowatt's dismission untj he had got o board the
ship. Simmons of that party told me the next day, that had
he known of Captain Mowatt's release he would have lodged
his lead in him, ot the same time clasping his hand t, his gun
and saying, there Was enough there do his business.

“Upon the Whole such s Captain Mowatt's conduet,
that though | A naturally timid, jq SO Inspired me with resg.
lution ¢, which T heretofore had bheen 4 stranger, ang
althougl | had never S€en a gun fired iy, anger. | verily be-
ieve, that had I Possessed g Weapon, I woyld have defendeq
myself with becoming resolution. Moreover, | verily believe
We would have been murdered by the rebels, had it not bheep
for Hogg's officer-lije conduet,

*“ The next morn‘ng the ofticers sent for Captain Mowatt,
who, as was his duty, refuseq to go from His M:ijnsty's ship.
By this time they were Joined by severa] other companies
from the country and made up a body of five hundreq armed
men. They Possessed themse]ves of a large house iy the
centre of the town, holnnging to one of my parishioners, and
converted it into 5 barrack, turned out pjg family, his wife

Mg oI
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then sick in bed they forced out of doors, and pillaged the
house of almost everything that was valuable. They forced
me in the afterncon to appear before them. [ was strictly
examined and questioned by their leaders: and it gave me
pleasure that 1 could assure them that I had never in my
sermons so much as glanced at the political disputes, though
I declared that not the severest punishment, not the fear of
death. should tempt me to violate the oath of allegiance and
supremacy to King George, of canonical obedience to my dio-
cesan, or, in conformity to the provineial congress. to deviate
trom the rules of the crown of England. or in the instructions
I had received from the venerable Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. whose servant I was; and that
I was resolved by God's blessing. that no temptation should
prevail with me to do, or even promise anything unworthy of

v ministerial character. T was then allowed to retire to my
wouse.  The next day they placed a guard at another of my
parishioner’s houses, and carried away all his plate. They
permitted me upon my parole to walk about town unguarded ;
and on Saturday I made my escape on board the King's ship,
having good reason to believe that they intended carrying me
away with them, and confine me their prisoner in the country.
Sunday I read pravers and preached on hoard the ship. Mon-
day, having received a letter from my church warden, we put
to sea, and the next Sunday I arrived at the place wheve I
am  (Boston), without money and without clothing, my
family at more than a hundred miles distant from me, a wife
and three children destitute of bread. among enemies who
lear the greatest malice to the Church of England, my little
flock persecuted and many of them obliged to flee from their
dwellings. . . . I am stripped of evervthing. However.
though I walk in darkness, T know that God is able to protect
His Church, and though we suffer in the cause of truth, I will
teust in Him who can bring light out of darkness, who clothes
the lilies of the field and feeds the fowls of heaven.”’

9
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This account of what occurred gt Falmouth was written on
May 30th. 1775, for Admira] Graves, then in command of the
British ships in Boston Harbor.,

On the 15th of April he wrote to the wardens, vestry and
Parishioners of hije church as follows .

** There are none of the misfortunes to which T am aban-
doned that more sensibly afflicts me thay being forced from
my flock in {he day of distress. T4 shall he my continued
prayer to Him who alope 1s able to sti]] the madness of the
people. to protect You by His good providence, to preserve yoy
in peace and unity. to sanctify the persecution which You en-
dure for the gospel’s sake. to Your improvement In virtue and
‘rown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord.””

On the fifth of July. his wife and three children were able
to leave Falmouth and in a vesse] under convoy of a man-of-
War come to Boston. He had heard not hing from his home
until Auguyst. except the tidings brought by his wife. She
reported that the affairs of Falmouth were in the greatesi con-
fusion, the People in genera] n open rebellion, the friends to
the government iy the greatest distrese and consternation. Of
the principal persons belonging t, his churel,. some had left
the town ang country; some came up to Boston with his wife,
and others were Preparing to leave Amerien .

He further Says :—** The people of Falmouth detained a])
my property and my library, which was 4 VEry good one. A])
my household furniture ang my estate they Appropriated for
the maintenance of their army, which they have raised to Join
the continental army, by which Doston was besieged. They
permitted my wife ¢, bring off only two days’ pProvisions for
herself and children. her wearing apparel and ln-dding." A
few days after her arrival in Boston. greatly fatigued and ex-
hausted iy, hoth body and mind, she and her only daughter
fell sick, and. after a few days of extreme suffering, passed
to their rewards, leaving My Wiswall and his two Young sons
In an agony of lu-n-:x\'q-nn-nf. relieved, however, by the assur.
ance that ki« beloved wife and little Elizabeth were in the
land of reg bevond the rage of the rc-\‘ulmiunnr.\’ tempest.

_—
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At this time Mr. Wiswall pathetically wrote the following
in a letter to the Society which supperted him:—“1 have
nothing of what 1 possessed left to me. only two sons. whom I
wish to bring over to England in the spring. where they can
be properly educated.”

He had been ten vears in the service of the Society in Fal-
mouth: and now the town was in ashes. his church and house
also having been swept away 1n the conflagration.

His circamstances were now sadly changed. He was alone
in Boston. stripped of all his earthly possessions. his children
Robert and Bradstreet in their little graves at Falmouth, and
his wife and only daughter in the tomb of the Minot family
in Boston. It was in this lonely and dejected state that he
saw a number of armed English ships. on board of whick was
a company of marines, leave Boston in October. sent by
Admiral Graves, to destroy the town of Falmouth. where. as
a missionary. he had spent so many happy vears. At Boston,
more than a hundred miles from his onee happy home. he
thinks of the graves of his little sons hard by the church. hal-
lowed by years of sacred worship. and of his wife and litile
danghter. victims of the rebellion, in the family vault in Bos-
ton. Nor was it unreal when. in imagination. he saw the
!mrning of his 'IZI]I]).\' home and of the church. whose flames
shed their lurid light upon the graves of his little sons.
Admiral Graves® ships, because of the treatment of Captain
Mowatt and Mr. Wiswall, and for other actc of a like char-
acter, laid Falmouth in ashes.

Added to these calumities. the city of Boston was besieged
by Washington's army. which. to the mind of this clergyman,
was a mob of red-handed rebels. Small wonder is it that he
writes thus pathetically to the parent Society ;-

““in the 18th of November the orders of Admiral Graves
were executed and the town of Falmouth burned. The church
did not escape the dreadful conflagration. All my real and
]M'rﬂ'n;ll estate shared the same fate. 1 have no prospect left
me of living in New England: and indeed the sufferings and
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Persecutions | hyye endnred, together with the rebellions
spirit of the People, have entirely weaned my affections from
Iy native country. The further [ g, from it the better "

Generaliza Mr. Wiswall'« eXperiences, and some concep-
tion can be formed of the condition of the multitudes of loyal-
ists in the colonies, 41} the way from Maine to Georgia. Those
were bitter days for loxal men and loyal women and for thejr
families,

" At any other time.” Gy Mr. Wiswa]], « had I been de.
prived of «, worthy and dear o Partner and a child <o amiable,
I fear that the double stroke would have heen too hard for me
to endure; hut < h is the melancholy aspect of the times. <o
dark and «lislrv-“ing the Prospect hefore ys, I acquiesce i the
will of Heaven. and will bless my God for taking His servants
to ”im\l':f. where ”u{\‘ t'njn_\' the perfect rest and tr:nnqu”it}’
which are not t, be enjoved in this world. Had God. iy His
providence. preserved the life of my dear wife, the poor
Woman. on account of the death of her only daughter. would
have carried a broken heart to her grave.*’

The father tenderly records the words of this child of nine
summers when there was no hope left of H€r recovery. This
litile maiden, whe had wept and suffered with her mother
through that terrible summer when the fay 1ly were left alone
in Falmouth_ stid :—*“ [ am willing to die- because | have
lived an innocent life. and because the times ape very troubje-
some and distressing. and because if | should live and grow
up, I might he tempted to sin ypd wickedness, and then ]
should be unfit to die.™

Mr. \\'fs\\;lll wrote these !ullv-hmg sentences o Mrs
Hannah Minet of Branswick. the grandmaother of the little
girl. He sent Dinah. his slave girl. to Mrs. Minot. with the
intimation that she would never be taken away. [n writing
to a Mrs. Maoody of l‘!’if!\\\)"l\. A sister of his wife, Mr. Wis.
wall says - My dear little child discovered the fortitude of
a hero and the Enmth of 4 Christian in her last moments "

“ Your sister.” Mr. Wiswall further SAVS, *° surpassed most

-
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of her sex in understanding. and came behind none of them
in delicacy of sentiment and warmth of friendship and every
virtue.™’

Mr. Wiswall is now in Boston. his native city. and how
changed is evervthing around him. in every street and lane
so familiar and dear to him. To wander about the city is now
a hc'.‘u't‘;u-lling confrast with his h;xpp_\' lm_\'i~1| i]il_\'\. The site
of the State House, Beacon Hill and the Common were white
with the tents of the British soldiers.

or

On duty as sentries,
walking the streets, redcoats were everywhere, returning
contempt for the thinly veiled hatred of most of the citizens.
Around the city in a half-cirele was Washington’s continental
army: and 1 the harbor the British ships of war fiying the
British flag.

As long as the army remained in the city. and the fleet in
the harbor, loyalists were numerous 1n Boston : but as soon as
the soldiers and ships were withdrawn, thousands were trans-
formed into redhot republicans. The English and Americans
were not in natural agreement. For the two parties to come
into contact was to array prejudice againd prejudice.  Indeed
until this day. many Englishmen from the Island have little
skill in adjusting themselves to their brethren. the American-
1zed Englishmen of this continent. But at that time. when to
the matter of chrenic prejudice that of disloyalty was added.
the collision was direct and relentlessly sharp.  There was
actually no harmony. Their respective habits produced mu-
tual astonishment. The profanity of the English horrified the
American; and the dupheity and scheming of the American
made the i':llf.'l!\hm.ln open wide his eves and hold up his
hands.

During the progress of the war. when the prospects of the
rebellion were discouraging. large numbers took oaths of
allegiance, to break them when in mmportant  battles the
patriots were victorious. While Mr. Wiswall remained in

Boston. he was made deputy chaplain of one of the regiments

stationed there. He also received many tokens of kindness
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from olq friends. To assist him in his purpose of going to
England. Admiry] Graves made him chaplain. and took him
in his ship. the Preston, which Jeft Boston on the 29th of
January, 1776, carrving the Admiral back ¢, the old country,
As the ship passed down Bostoy Harbour, the reflections of
this good man must have been excruciating]y Painful. Ope
fact more than a1 others gqve the keenest anguish t, his
heart. H, Was just beginning t, Put the Atlantjc
himself and the co]q remains of his .
tomh ip Boston. Never before did
never before gig her excellencies st

between
lear wife in her father's
she seem g pPrecious -
and out ip 4j] their beauty

and ip light <o clear, a« when he with his

two hoys sailed
away from her grave. He |

ad crossed the Atlantic before.

but under circumstances very different. Then he Jef;

his be-
loved wife and Little ones

behind him, hoping ¢4 return to
them in short time @ regularly ordained Mminister of the
Church of England - but now he thinks of graves and a home
in ashes and his patjve country ip red-handed rebellion. ¢
Mmust have heep a relief to hie aching heart to have Written
thus to his mother-in-Jaw at Brunswick. of his much lamented
wife .« You, my dear madam, you are almost at the end of
Your ryee. and it muyst give yoy great consolation to know that
F¥ou will sgpop arrive in thag blessed country where You wi]]
enjoy the converse of my dear wife, and all oyy friends wheo
have djeq in the Lorg. As for myself, T am literally . stranger
and a pilgrip, in this world. The only thing | wish for here
is to see MY sons settled ip some hopnest employment - then,
Lord, Jet thy servang depart jp peace "’
.\'nn\‘itln':uu“ng his severe troubles.
slave Dinah, wh, had gope §
Brun\\\'irk * Reme

he thought of his
o live with his wife's family a¢
mber me ¢, Dinah. You can

assure her
from me that [ am determine

d not i, sell her to anyhody_*
OFf the excellencies Gf his wife. Mr. Wisw;

JH Vs :—*“ Her
Person tal] ang Zenteel : he

r ’l;lil' luru“‘n.‘ Jiin l"l'.’ll'.‘
iun ]N'furv m:nrri:u:«- rllcld_\'. hu! p.‘l‘c' and v]v‘“r:lh' ;lﬁl'r she
began 1o bear children. Lively biue ey¥es with muel, fire,
tempered with gracefy] modesty and an indesc ribable

complex-
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ness, added lustre and delicacy to her charms. Her features
were regular; she was of quick sensibility: had the nicest
sense of honor; and though no slave to decorum, vet a careful
observer of it. She had much wit. no ill nature; but her
benevolent heart never suffered her to exercise this talent at
the expense of her neighbor’s reputation. I never knew a
compound of so much geod sense and modesty. . . . She
was an excellent judge of character . . . she had read
and well digested many of the best political writers; but his-
tory was her favorite amusement. I never knew a woman to
read history so well. She wrote with great ease. currente
calamo. She was a sincere Christian: her articles of faith
were gathered from the Seriptures alone. . . . Her forti-
tude and patience, her prudent deportment, her tenderness
and sensibility, were evident to the world in the days of afflic-
tion. Her passions were strong. and so was her reason by
which all her gifts were made to adorn her virtue and benevo-
lence. She loved her husband with the warmest affection;
and was jealous of his honor and ever solicitous to please him.
She was a most affectionate parent: but her tenderness to her
children did not degenerate into weakness. She had an ex-
cellent talent to secure authority ; but was beloved by her do-
mestics. They never disputed her orders. Her slaves would
cheerfully sacrifice their lives for her. How could it be other-
wise, when they were so fully convinced that she lived only
to promote the happiness of all around her. Stripped of
evervthing but her wearing apparel. expelled from her home
and all domestic enjoyments, banished from an aged mother
and an only sister, forced into a besieged town. and then com-
pelled to sustain life on the coarsest fare, with no prospect of
a speedy change for the better. she bore all. not only with
resignation, but with cheerfulness as long as she was able to
support ker tottering frame—a body too delicate to encounter
such a storm. And when confined to her bed with a malignant
disorder. even there she put on a mild and placid expression
and vielded up herself and daughter to Him in whose provi-

dence she always confided.™
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These are the afiectionate records lefi by Mr, Wiswall for
his sons Peleg .nd John, that they might be blessed by a
knu“‘h-dgv of ihe virtyec and the nohle life of one of the hest
of mothers. Evidences abound th.t the mother s mfluence, to-
gether wit), that of th, father, wae not lost on the sons.

Th(' /)I‘l ston ,;nluh-(] liu-m \:lf("‘\' in ,‘;ll,‘_’f:!n(' on ?h(' L’Tﬂx uf
thru:u;\‘. 1776. 1y that winter Benedict Arnold ang Mont-
gomery wep repulsed hefope Quebee; hut the report of this
defeut had not reached London when the Admirg) arrived.
M Wiswal) continued i, have 4 saunch friend I Admira]
Graves. 4 4-11;1[:];:511:-‘\' on board the Rainbo. about ¢, sail
for America, i secured for him. This ship <ailed on the
6th of May for New York; ang arrived ;4 Staten Island on
the 13th of August. He SAVS :—“ T was much distressed on
account of the length of {he voyage, the filthy condition of
the <hip. and the lack of SUpply of water. vegetables apq fresh
Drovision-. Both Johy, and Peleg, whe Were with e, were

Very sick on the Vovawze, "

The ship remained at Neyw York untj) the Sth of Septem-
!"'.’. “'!“'“ \"H' ‘Jl.'."'ll fll[' "-‘ll""il.\-. .;'l “'h”*(' ,“1]"""' \’](' cast
anchor on the 2ith.

In Halifay Mr. Wicwall found great unrest and confy-
sion. ',it-!:n-n;:m-“m-*1.-wr !"1;11.:-1"““ and Governor Legge
were at swords points. The latter had heep sending most
ffufnnsu\ accounts {1 the .\'4'«'11-!;:1‘\‘ of State. He clnllhh'«l the
:’n_‘\’:l.i!.\‘ of all the inhabiiang. of Novy Seotia. especially those
of New Englang origin, ].imitm:;uMJr'n\'t-."n--r l"r.'nu-kiin. on
the other hand, assured {he authorities in l'.'nf_'l:unl that the
people wepe loxal: Lug thit Governor Legee Was acting i an
arbitrary ;54 N ranniey] Manner, apg ;:li«-n.—n!in_:: the People,
even the bettey class of them. The reports of sli\ln‘\-;ll move-
ments ip ¢ olchester ang Cumberlang helped 1o keep up a fer-
ment of agitation On the 17th of Mareh General Howe had
evacnated Bostoy, - and on the 30th of the same month three
men-of-war and forty.<even transport« “ame from Boston to
Halifax. bringing 1500 loyalists and thejy familjes. This ip-
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crease of population raised the cost of provisions so that the
Governor-in-Council felt compelled to fix the prices by law.
Mr. Wiswall. however. got hoard at Thomas Brown's for
eight dollars a week.

In June, General Howe sailed with his forces for New
York. Dr. Breynton was in charge at St. Paul's and was also
chaplain of the House of Assembiy: the Rev. Mr. Ellis looked
after the Episcopalians in Hants and Kings counties. and the
Rev. Thomas Wood those in the county of Annapolis. Rev.
Mather Byles was chaplain to the army in Halifax. Among
the loyalists added to the city by the arrival of General Howe
were, no doubt. many of Mr. Wiswall's friends and acquaint-
ances.

He was a great economist and valued highly every hour of
his life. During his three months stay in this city he taught
a mathematical school and emploved himself in the home of
Thomas Brown, the luxury of whose table he contrasted in
after years with the rough fare he got on shipboard.  Accord-
g to a letter to Mr. Brown. tantalizing visions of the Savory
dishes of his table floated before his mind. as he tried to make
t dinner from beef, hard tack and bread and salt. of which
he had not a good word to sayv.

Un the first of February, 1777, he left Halifax on the
Liverpool for England. where he arrived on the second of
March. He was here appointed chaplain to the Boyne. He
took his son Peleg on this ship with him. From this time the
ship remained in English or Irish ports. until the 25th of
May. 1778.  Of the Irish people at Kinsale, where his ship
lay for a time, he says:—*“ The lower class of people live in
huts called cabins. and are exceedingly dirty. and their diet
is potatoes and skimmed milk. The Irish of the superior elass
bave a great flew of spirits and are very remarkable for their
hospitality. The women are handseme and exceedingly free
in conversation ; but their manners are not delicate.” On the
ABth of May. 1778, in company with the warship Ruby and
zhout 70 sail of merchant ships. the Boyne left England for
the West Indies. On the 17ih of June this fleet left Madeira.
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They arrived at Barbados on the I5th of July. For the next
two vears My Wiswall remained in the Boyne on the West
India station. The time was spent in watching and capturing
American Privateers.  After 4 time other and sterner work
was found. At lengt), France, Spain and Holland made alli-
ance with the revolted colonies. Then the business of the fleet
became more serious.  With watching ang being watched.
chasing and fighting. life did not admit of dulpess on board
the Boyne.

The following is My Wiswall's account of the two naval
engagements with the French fleet—one on the Gth of July,
1779, and the other on the 17th of April, 1780, « At Caree-
nage,”’ sayvs Mr. Wiswall, having put on board the trans.
ports 3,000 troops under the command of Generals Grant,
Meadows and Prescott, a4t noon, with the convoy, made saj]
to the southward t, make Si. Vincents, There we sow the
French flag fiving on the hattery. At 3 P. m. the signal was
given for the ships of war to withdraw from among the trans.
ports.  We let out our reefs and made sajl. cleared ship and
mounted the men at the Quarters. At ten o’clock brought to-
and at ten in the morning made <ajl again; and at four
o'clock saw a sajl to leeward. making signals. At five o’clock
the admiral made the signal to come under his wake, which
was repeated hy the other admirals. At half past five a signaj
was given for g general chase, whereupon we set all sail that
we could crowd. Saw a French ship on our larboard how in
shore of us. crowding all sail to join her fleet. which we saw
part at anchor in St. George's Bay, and Part under sail, lead-
ing out of the same. The admira] made the Sugoli, Vigilant
and Monmousl, signals to Join the fleet. Granada was south-
east about two or three leagues. At six o’clock the signal was
given for the van of our squadron to engage the enemy’s rear
as she came UP. passing on until the whole fleet should come
"p. At twenty minutes past seven o'clock the Admiral gave
signal for the ships chasing to the southwest to Join the fleet.
At which time some of the enemy’s ships, which were drawn
out of the hay. began to fire on our headmost ships—the Sul-
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tan and Prince of Wales, which fire they returned. Soon
after the Boyne,” (of which Mr. Wiswall was chaplain)
“ hegan to engage with her starboard guns. as she puassed the
French fleet. At eight o’clock the Admiral made the signal
for every headmost ship to draw into line of battle ahead: and
the other ships to strengthen them as they came up. We wore
and stood after the enemy, which at this time had got under
sail. their rear seemingly in confusion, their whole fleet stand-
ing to the northward with top gallant sails set. and edging
away from us. Saw two of their nearmost and leeward ships
separate and bear away from their fleet. At this time we were
within half a zunshot of the rear of the enemy : and as several
of their sterns were toward us, we raked them for some little
time. as did the Prince of Wales—spoke her and then made
sail ahead of her. At four o'clock saw signals on board the
Admiral to ware, and supposed it referred only to those ships
who had not already wore. The Monmouth bore down ahead
of us, and engaged some ships in the enemy’s van. Soon after
she appeared disabled, but continued to fire. Saw the signals
for battle, closer engagement and for general chase. Con-
tinued our fire on the enemy as her ships passed us. At half
past four in the evening firing ceased on both sides. The
enemy had twenty-six two-decked ships and seven or eight
frigates. Our fleet consisted of twenty-one ships of the line
and one frigate. The Lyon and Monmouth were much dis-
abled; the Prince of Wales and Sultana appeared to have suf-
fered much.

“In this action the Boyne received a shot bhetween wind
and water. Several knees and a beam were much damaged.
Her topmast and jibboom shot away. and her rigging and
sails much damaged. A shot struck the mainmast, and an-

' other came into the muzzle of one of our deck guns. which

cracked it about four inches and broke off part of the muzzle.
We had twelve men killed and thirty wounded. seven of
which dangerously.”

The commanders were Rear-Admirals Rawley and Parker:
Vice-Admirals Byron and Barrington.
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After many adventures and much persecution in Pownal-
borough on the Kennebec., now in the State of Maine, Mr.
Bailey with his family, by the permission of the Massachu-
4 setts House of Assembly, left his home in

¥
5
@
&
2
;.

a small coasting
& vessel, which he engaged to take him and his family to Hali-
®fax. After a fortnight of tedious sailing. harassed with a

EapARHARL

© {ear of being taken by the patriot privateers, they found
}ﬁthmnsol\'m entering our harbor. But let Mr. Bailey give his
~ own account of his entrance into the city and his reception by

~ the people :—

% “ We expected.” savs Mr. Bailex. ** to be hailed after we

passed George's Tsland, but the people conceiving our vessel

;to be some coaster from Malagash. we were suffered to pro-

# ceed without any inquiry. We were now on deck contemplat-

©ing with infinite wonder and satisfaction the various objects
saround us. We were now indulging a thousand pleasant re-
“flections as we approached near the centre of the town: and

“this situation reminded us that it w

as proper to explore some
| convenient place to secure a landing. We were now plainly
'sensible that our uncouth habits and uncommon appearance
“had by this time attracted the notice of multitudes who flocked
‘toward the water to indulge their curiosity. These inquisi-
tive strangers threw us into some con fusion: and to prevent a
multitude of impertinent interrogations w hich might natur-
cally be expected by persons in our circumstances, 1 made the
Hollowing public declaration standing on the quarter deck :—
“ “ Gentlemen. we are a company of fugitives from Ken-

3 . - - - . . .
snebee in New England. driven by famine and persecution to

Stake refuge among you, and, therefore. T must entreat yvour

gcandour and compassion to excnse the meanness and singular-

tv of our dress.’
“1I. at that moment. discovered among the
rowd Mr. Kitson. one of our Kenneber

Slown the street to our ;|~'~i~!;nnu~.

=3

f:;ﬂh('!’ill&!
neighhors, running
He came instantly on

hoard; and. after mutual salutation. helped us on shore. Thus
2ust a fortnight after we left our heloved habitation. we found
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ourselves landed in a strange country,
clothing, dwelling or furniture,
count

destitute of money,
and wholly uncertain what
tnance or protection we might rece
g powers. Mr, Kitson kindly offere
Mr. Brown's or Mr.

ive from the govern-
d to conduct us either to
Callahan’s; and Just as we quitted our
vess:l Mr. Moody, formerly clerk in the King’s Chapel
(Boston ), arrival.  But as jt may
afford some diversion to the courteous reader, I wil] suspend
my narration a few moments to describe the singularity of our
;q:parv]. and the order of our procession through the streets,
which were surprisingly contrasted with the elegant dresses
of the gentlemen and ladjes we happened to meet in our
lengthy ambulation.

appeared to welcome our
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coarse tow and linen shirt. manufactured in the looms of sedi-
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russet: and to secrete from public Inspection
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furnished with a blue surtout. frilled at th
the button holes, and stained with Q@
it might truly be styled a coat of m
this external department of my h
end worthy of observation.
knees, and the skirts hung d
plete the whole, a j

e elbows, worn at
variety of tints, so that
any colours; and to render
abit still more conspicuous

the waist descended below the
angling at my heels: and to com-
aundiced-colored wig devoid of curls was
shaded by the remnants of a rusty beaver, its monstrous brim
replete with notches and furrows. and grown limpsy by the
alternate afflictions of storm and sunshine, lopped over my
shoulders and obscured a face meagre with famine and
wrinkled with solicitude. My consort and niece came lagging
behind at a little distance. the former arrayed in a ragged
baize nightgown, tied round her middle

with a woolen string,
instead of a sash; the ]

atter carried upon her back the tattered
remnants of a hemlock-colored linsey-woolsey, and both their
heads were adorned with bonnets composed of black, moth-
caten stuff. almost devoured by the teeth of time. I forgot
to mention the admirable figure of their petticoats, jagged at
the bottom. distinguished by a multitude of fissures. and
curiously drabbled in the mud. as 2 heavy rain was now be-
ginning to set in. And to close this solemn procession. Dr.
Mayer and our faithful John (Macnamara) marched
all the pride of poverty and majesty of
which exhibited the various dyes of the r
proceeded, with a yellow bushy beard.

along in
rags and patches,
ainbow. The doctor
grinning all the way,
while his broad, Dateh face opened at his mouth from e
car. The cther ¢ mtinued his

solemnity of countenance. as if de
nity to the wretched fragments of

ar to
progression with a doleful
signed to give a kind of dig-
" his apparel which floated in
the wind. In this manner our procession began
ported until we arrived at Captain
wile from the place of our landing.
who was formerly my friend and neighb
absent on an expedition to Penobscot.

. and was sup-
Callahan’s, near half a

This worthy gentleman.
was at this time
Having obtained en-
france, we saw no person in the room but Polly Clensy, a
Young girl whom this family had transported from Kennebee.
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After her SUrprise at gup unexpected 4Ppearance hag some-
what ahuted. she ran upstairs to inform Mrs. Callahan of our
arrival ; but iy her Precipitation forgot t, mention Mps. Cal-
lahan s godson, oyr little boy Charley which made Mrs. (a1
lahan conclude that we had by some fatal accident Jost him.
This filled the good Woman with ::Iurmin,f: emotion, apng she
hastened down wit}, evident eXpressions of anxiety and tremor
1 her face, for it wys Some moments before she observed the
little charmer Prattling abeoyt the room,. Indeed, we Were so
deeply affected wit), this happy meeting th.4 we conld hardly
speak to eqel other: and 4 scene of sjlept confusioy ensue(
until oyy various agitation began to subside.

™ Mrs. Callahap quickly informed 4 that she had * , ,

dream the preceding night. which Occasioned her no smalj
Uneasiness,  Sje IMagined in her sleep that she was dn-s.\inz
before breakfass Polly Came rnning up to her chambey in
the utmost hurry, and assured her that M. Bailey and family
were gl] safely arrived from New Englang. except little
Chazley, whe WAS miissing, Upon whic inlnrm:ninn she de-
scended with a hv::\’_\' heart. and found all as "n“.\' had repre-
sented—z]] the family Present except the iovely child. She
farther Imagined in her dream. that in the midst of the my.
tual  enquiries and ‘ongratulations, Master Harry Brown
Came and, after Paying his compliments, informed us that hjs
Papa wyg Coming flnllu'u“.'lh"_\' to give yq Joy. No Sooner Liad
Mrs. Callahay finished telling hep dream than Master Harry
caine, smiling apd Muxhin':. into the room:; and after lritl(“lu:
us welcome ¢4, Halifax dcquaznted e that hi Papa wyg ap-
Proaching ¢, Pay me his compliments

This singular dream related by Mrs. (':.”:uh:xn all came
true except 1y the Matier of Ny “;:”4'_’»'\ son, little (";:ln'v\

Aboug twenty vears after this, the Duke of Kent, while
visiting ¢ .-\ll!n:x{vf-li~. saw p ﬁnv-hmkin;: Young man. whose
appearance and !n-;n'in,': arrested his< attention. He Hu-r(\f}m-
became his Patron, ang secured for him ; Commissjon in the

army; and in 1813 this Young officer fell at Chippew, ﬁ;:htim:
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the battles of his country. In spite of Mrs. Callahan’s bad
dream, her godson, Charles Percy Bailey, lived to distinguish
himself in the defence of Canada in the war of 1812, and to
lay down his life for his adopted country.

In a letter to his friend in adversity, dated at London.
February 9th, 1781, Mr. Wiswall writes with a touch of
humor evidently caught from Mr. Bailey :—

“Your favor which : r.ceived in the West Indies. a
climate philosophically, .....gerently and politically hot, was
like cold water to a thirsty soul. From yvou I received though
a concise, yet very clear, and the only information I obtained
of many of my friends being safe in Halifax, for whose wel-
fare I have ever been extremely solicitous.

I left most of you exposed to the merciless rage of rebels.
My situation for three years past has been very disagreeable.
Deprived of the privilege that even prisoners enjoy—that of
hearing from and writing to their friends. Your letter and
one from dear friend Simmons, of almost three vears date,
are the only favours I have received of that kind for nearly
four years past; and this is the first opportunity I have had
of acknowledging yours. I rejoice to hear of your escape
from Pownalborough. Your situation. I am sure, must be
much better at Cornwallis, and I give you joy, too, if it is
true, that your old enemy, Cha C——n, was taken from a
party from Penobscot. May Bownian have the same fate:
and so, ‘Lord, let all Thine enemies.” ete.”’

In a paper read by Charles E. Allen before the Lincoln
County Historical Society, November 13. 1895. the subject
being, ** Rev. Jacob Bailey: His Character and Work,” 1
find the following, which enables me to identify “‘ Cha.
C——n"" as Charles Carleton. Mr. Allen says :—*“ On the
22nd of September, immediately after divine service. instead
of reading the declaration of independence. Mr. Bailey said,
" Some of you perhaps expect that I should read a paper; but
[ cannot comply without offering the utmost violence to my

conscience, and 1 solemnly declare in the presence of this
3
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Jack is with me at present; but belongs to a new frigate, the
Latina, not yet launched. commanded by Sir Hyde Parker.
I mean to reside here in London or in this ueighborhood till
the opportunity presents of returning to Falmouth: for they
talk of making a new government there. and Sir William
Pepperell to be Governor.™

The letter written to Mr. Wiswall by Mr. Bailey was
dated wt Cornwallis, Nova Scotia.

On the 6th of September. after his arrival in Halifax. Mr.
Bailex made. as he says. *Tan excursion inio the country. and
travelled through all the fine settlements on the Basin of
Minas, Falmouth., Horton and Cornwallis. I have dined on
the very spot where Charles LeBlane formerly lived.” This
1t

v have been Réné LeBlane. vublic notary. ** Two hundred
families are settled in this ]I;';:H'. and | am invited to officiate
among them this winter: and believe I shall aceept their offer
tull I can return to Kennebec in safety. Tlu-_\ have agreed to
furnish me with an house and firing: to give me a horse worth
ten guineas, to be at the expense of my removal. and to allow
me a \\l'('i-.!.\' contribution. besides presents, which will
amount to more than £70 derling a year: if I reckon the
;-iit'-'~ at ”::]i’;l\. I have been treated with uncommon kiml-
ness and respect. No -n.xxd«!«-r;:!énn. ;Al'\\t'\t'!. shall ever de-
tain me from visiting my former friends and neighbors when
the tyranny of congress is overpast.”’

At this time My Wiswall did not know that in a short
time he would be Mr. Bailey's successor at Cornwallis. As
his health had failed at sea. he petitioned the Lords of the
Treasury for an annuity of £30 4 vear. Although General
Gage, who had charge of the troops 1n Boston before llu-)’
vere taken over by General Howe. and Sir John Wentworth.,
certified to the facis in Mr. Wiswall's ;u-!i!iv‘h. he did not
receive the annuity asked for. The S. P. . aflowed him £30
1 year, and this was all the income he had. He appealed to
the Marquis of Rockingham to give him the benefit of his

personal influence. But here he was again disappointed. He
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then. on the 8th of April, 1782, applied to the S. P. G. to give
him u mission station either at Albany or Stratford.

In the meantime he removed from London to Oxford. In
that classic atmosphere and surrounded with natural beauty
so congenial to his refined nature, he seemed for a time to
have lost the heaviness of spirit which he carried from the
day when in 1775 he was compelled to take refuge on the war-
ship Caneau, until he found himself in 1781 a resident of
Oxford, noted for its ancient seat of learning.

*“The people.”” says Mr. Wiswall, ‘“ are all remarkably
neat in their persons; and as neat in their houses. Entirely
secluded from the vicious world, here you see the simplicity
of the golden age, and a hospitality very seldom found among
farmers. They have plenty of every necessary and conven-
ience of life. There seem to be no poor among them; and
though vou are no churchman,” (he was writing to Mr. Wil-
lard) ““ I am sure you will be pleased when T assure vou that
there is not a dissenter from the established church in the
whole parish. This convinces me that the people are so happy
in their circumstances that they wish for no change. I live
in a house once a monastery. The family consists of my land-
lord, an apothecary, mayor of the town, aged 60, his wife, a
married servant .aged 42, and a boy of 17 yvears of age. Now
while I am writing the house is so still that I can hear the
buzz of a fly at a distance of a hundred yards. As it is a fine
dayv. my window is open, and my chamber perfumed with the
odor of the flower garden; and full in view are twenty vessels
on their way to the Baltic, and yet there are fewer to-day in
sight than have been since I came to this place.

“ [ have everything in the house that 1 could wish—beer,
bread and wine of our own manufacturé, besides excellent
rum and lemons—a plentiful table of fish and flesh and every
kind of vegetable. Without exception, I never enjoyed my-
seif better than in this place. There is nothing I would wish
for but I have. In short, to me it is a paradise. T am all
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enthusiasm while I dwell upon the subject. 1 would wish
with the poet:—

‘ Here in sweet contentment would I live.
Here unlamented. let me die.

Steal from the world and not a stone.
Tell where I lie.’

“ But yvou will ask me if Oxford be o vastly agreeable,
why do no strangers reside there? 1 will tell you, my dear
sir.  Set aside gamesters, sportsmen and those who estimate
life in the number of hours thex spend in assemblies and riot-
ing, in scandal. dress and show. and very few vou can find
who can dwell in this place, fit only for the virtuous and per-
sons of a philosophic turn. It is a hell to the sportsman whe
1s very covetous of his game. which here is in vast plenty,
but nobody can Jisturb it. Here. too, are no assemblies,
riots, drums, ete.. and so pure and chaste are the manners of
the people .that a vicious man or she that is given to pleasure
would be more miserable than the dammned. though God has
here lavished all the innocent delights of Eden. It is a spot
that will suit you and Mrs. Willard to a T.”

Having followed Mr. Wiswall from his quiet home in Fal-
mouth to Boston. England and the West Indies, we can
imagine the tortures of mind he endured 1n these six years.
In Boston he dwelt in the midst of wickedness and alarm. In
the navy it was no better. The profanity and drunkenness of
the sailors in that day were shocking. From all this he has
escaped, and at Oxford. for a time. seems to have been a
deputy curate. which work was to his taste and reminded him
of former dayvs. The rural quietness, picturesque beauty of
the landscapes, and the pious habits of the people 1n contrast
with his previous six vears’ experience made it seem to him
a paradise.

The following is an account of some of the hardships en-
dured by Mr. Wiswall in the navy. On the third of Septem-
ber, 1780, he says:—* Last night a gale of wind came on

1 It may surprise some of us to learn that this bit of slang “ Toa T,”
is quite so old.
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from the northwest. which Increased until three o’clock
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to fall down with fever and fluxes, so that by the twentieth of
July there were 130 on the sick list. In Careenage we buried
six of our men. On going to sea, we hoped the change of
climate would have restored our sick: but to our disappoint-
ment the infection spread so fast that the surgeon’s list was
never less than 70 or 80: heside as many ailing who would
not put themselves into the list, we sailed so short of comple-
ment. More than that number were incapable of doing any
duty. We had 43 French and 7 American prisoners to take
care of. We had also a number of invalids and nine land
officers. whose servants were crowded upon us a few hours
before we sailed from St. Kitis. There was also another gen-
tleman. They brought no stock with them. so our small sea-
stores supplied us with very scanty meals. having nothing to
send to the sick. For two weeks before arrival at Plymouth
we had only ship’s provisions to eat. and ship’s grog to drink.
Having had all our tables. chairs. mugs. platters, ete.. ete.,
vroken and washed overboard, we were obliged to sit and eat
off the deck: and wait for one another for a dirty tin pot to
drink out of. for a knife and fork. Our lack was so great,
always one at a time, and two, three and four pumps going.
[t is no wonder that our ship’s company were reduced to mere
shadows, and it is rather surprising that we buried only 38
men on the vovage. Had not Providence favored us with a
short passage. it is to be feared that we would not have had
enough men well to have brought the ship into port.™

[t does not appear exactly how long Mr. Wiswall remained
at Oxford. He got an appointment by the 8. P. G, as mis-
sionary to Cornwallis, where he arrived on the 24th of
August, 1783. Though Cornwallis was for a time made his
home, yet his mission extended from the eastern part of the
township as far west as Middleton, taking in the whole coun-
try—a field 40 miles long and 12 broad. As he began work
in the semi-wilderness, the flavor of Oxford luxury must have
lingered in his memory, as did Mrs. Brown's puddings and
pies when he was attacking on shipboard a meal of hardtack
and nzuseous salt beef. But the Rev. John Wiswall was the
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In a very literal sense these statements are correct: but to
see them in their true light, other facts should be admitted
and taken into account.

A glance at the history of that part of Mr. Wiswall’s field
whére he lived when he made this report to the S. P. G. will
bring into clearer light the state of that community when he
settled in it.

In 1760 people from New England began to take pcsses-
sion of the lands vacated by the expelled Acadians. Samuel
Beckwith, Caleb Huntington, Isaace Bigelow. John Newcomb.
Hezekiah Cogswell and Elkanah Morton, junior, on behalf
of the Congregational Church in Cornwallis. memorialized
the pastors and Christian brethren of the seversl dissenting
churches in Boston and towns adjacent. The following is the
memorial :—

* Whereas, God in His providence, who orders the bounds
of the habitation of His people, after previously removing our
enemies, planted us in this infant colony in the vear 1760:
and after continuing five vears destitute of a minister of the
gospel. by application to the South Association in Hartford
County. in the colony of (Connecticut, we obtained one—the
Rev. Benajah Phelps, who came to us ordained to the work
of the ministry: and well recommended by the said associa-
tion, who after one year continuance with us on probation,
took the pastoral charge of us to our general satisfaction. At
that time we were in circumstances to afiord him a comfort-
able maintenance, being a time of prosperity with us. But
in the two years past we have taken a different turn. The
produce of our village being much cut short. which ocea-
sioned so great a scarcity among us, that we had not last
spring sufficient grain in town to sow our lands. Our straits
would necessarily have increased to extremity through our
imability to purchase seed, had not God inclined the hearts
of some of our fatherlike friends in Halifax to relieve us by
securing seed for us at a neighboring town. the produce of
which has weli answered our expectations. Yet notwithstand-
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ing the rlenty that has been produced this
and our members which consist of 133 ¢
which are of the established church;
nine hundred souls.  Oyy ]

Year among ys.
amilies, not tep of
and hetween eight and
ands are good and fertile. What

PRI ik R et

(
by means of the late distressing scarcity, and the present ex- b
h';mrdin:u;\‘ eXpenses on our dykes, building 4 meeting-house, I
ete.. together with our Necessary expense for clothing. before ,.
we could put ourselves I a way to make any proficiency ip it
manufacturing ouy woollen, hath involved ys so far in debht to &
our traders, that hut very few of us have any produce by I
which we cap relieve ouy minister under his present needy 4
circumstances, Without reljef from some quarter our said y
minister cannot continue much longer witl, us. After g sepa- w:
ration from the Society and ‘ommunion of oyp Christian B
friends in New England. and five continued years without 8 1
any privileges of gospel administration. according to our pro- ¢ th
fession nnt\\'ith.\f:mtling‘ our many endeavors in that tige to 9 bu
have them established among us; and the expense of settling = 20
a minister, building o meeting-house, ete. we say if, after al] & reg
this, we should be left destitute of Gospel ministration by & an
neglecting v petition the aid of such of our Christian breth. 2 thy
ren uas are able to afford us yeljef In so critical g junction as
this. we should he both wanting to ourselves and posterity, B wa
and the cause of religion among us; and be reduced to g worse !%; tion
condition than a4 our first settling. For as there Is now g F ries
churel building iy the town. and a churel minister provided :
free of ANy expense to al] proselytes—the Rey. Mr. Eagle- 5 bui]
stone from Ireland. who first appeared here gs g Preshyterian. 2§ 0
hath been home for, and last spring returned with orders: lead
and several of the more loose and unstable of our people have was
already gope over to them. And the door is open for many plac
more; and if we now part with our minister who seems will- meed
ing to tarry with us on very moderate terms, we, 45 4 conse- stooc
quence, in 3 few Years shall all he churchmen or nothing. was
In point of religion, as it eems, we shall be in no condition Chus
to re-settle minister. And if Our circumstances claim any has |
interest ip Your pity and prayers, we trust You will not he little
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forgetful of us; nor refuse to contribute to our relief, if you
judge the nature and circumstances require it.

“ It is recommended that any donations for the relief of
our pastor be paid into the hands of the Rev. Andrew Elliot
of Boston, and by him remitted to Malachy Salter of Halifax,
by whom your liberality will be brought safe to hand. Your
compliance will be gratefully acknowledged by yvour memor-
lalists and the interests of religion be greatly served.”

This memorial was sent in on the 8th of November, 1769.
It apparently called forth an enquiry from all the Congrega-
tional churches in New England. as to the support which
Congregational churches received in Nova Scotia. A reply
January 18th, 1770, by
Benjamin Gerrish and Malachy Salter. There were then in
the provinece six Congregational ministers. It was stated that

was sent back in about two months-

the salary of Mr. Phelps was by agreement. £80 per annum;
but he had reported that his people had not been able to make
good their contract: and were, of course, very much in ar-
rears.  Mr. Phelps had purchased a farm. built a house on it,
and was much embarrassed. This town was one of the most
thriving settlements in the province.

Mr. Eaglestone was probably the Episcopal minister who
was afterwards settled at Amherst, at the time of the revolu-
tion; and was captured by some of the revolutionists, and car-
ried to Boston.

It may be further noted that the Congregationalists had
built a meeting-house. This was located a little north of what
15 now known as Hamilton's Corn~r. on the right of the road
leading to Canning. To accommodate the people hetter, it
was finally abandoned. and two houses were built to take its
place—one at Canning. and the other where the Baptist
meeting-house stands in Upper Canard. The English Church
stood where its successor now stands, on Church Street. There
was also a Preshyterian house which was on the west end of
Church Street, where the road branches off to Canard. This

has been given up. The Preshyterian Church now stands a
little west of the Baptist Church.
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In response to this memoria]. Some relief was sent to all
the (':mgrvyuticnm! ministers iy the Province. My Phelps
received his share. It wae thirteen Years after thig, when My,
Wiswall arrived in Cornwallis to begin his labors. During
all this time the S. p. G. had on the ground one of its mis-
sSlonaries, With some intm‘mi\\iun\. ('mu:r(*g-:rtimml clergy-
en also had helq bastorates on the Same field,

At the time Mr. Wiswall began work in Cornwallis the
Rev. James Murdoch, , Preshyterian minister, wag stationed
at Horton. He claimed the glebe lands offered t the fire
minister whe settled among the people: but hie right to these
lands was disputed by Mr. Wiswall who took the ground that
the law meant the fire Episcopal Minister, By appealing tq
the law, M, Wiswall sécured the Horton Glebe. )My Mur-
doch wis drowned in the .\[lm,umlnlmit River iy 1799. The
Hon. W_ j Stairs, not many vears ag, had a suitable mony.-
ment put over 5« grave. The Rev, Aaron Bancroft. father of
the historian. had left Cornwallis 4 little before Mr. Wiswall
arrived. Ag that time many of the members of the (’nnm‘('gn-
tional chureh had been Immersed. and the Way was therehy
being Prepared for the Baptist church, which later on came
nto existence.

The Anabaptist Mminister g Horton, called by My Wis-
wall “gan ignorant shoemaker. was the Rey, Nicholas
Pierson. We are indebted ¢, Mr. Wiswal for the knuw]vdg('
of Pierson's calling, Hije scattered floek extended from New-
Port to Nictaux, 4 distance of more than fifty miles. Paul
made tents and Nicholas made and mende shoes. His church
Was the only Baptist church in the Provinee at that time. He
had beep ordained by the assistance of the Newlight Congre-
gationga] mini\‘f:-r\~”(-nr_\' Alline, ip 1778—five Years hefore
the arriva) of Mr, Wiswal].

In 1776, Henry Alline started out frop, Falmouth a5 an
evangelist of the Whitefield type. From that time until the
arrival of My. Wiswall, he had preached in all the western
counties of Novg Scotia, in New Brunswick and Prince Eq-
ward Islang.
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On the 15th July, 1778, he formed a chvrch at Cornwallis
in the house Simon Fitch, near Jawbone Corner. now more
commonly known as Hamilton’s Corner. This church finally
absorbed the old Congregational church. From 1771 to 1783,
Mr. Alline had spent a part of his time 1n Cornwallis. When
Mr. Wiswall wrote his first letter from Cornwallis to the
S. P. G., Mr. Alline was preaching at Liverpool, Port Med-
way and other places in that part of the country. He was a
burning and a shining light. Here is a record made by him
at that time in Liverpool :—

“T came to Liverpool where I found the people wvastly
engaged in religion, and pressing into the kingdom; and
almost all their discourse was about the wretched state of man
and the glorious recovery of Jesus Christ. And many rejoiced
as it were in a new world; and I would hear exhortations
after every sermon, inviting others to taste and see that the
Lord was gracious.”’

Twenty-three days after Mr. Wiswall wrote his first
report, Mr. Alline had arrived in Halifax, where he
preached.

“When I came tc the city,”” said Mr. Alline, ‘I preached
in different parts of the town; and have reason to believe that
there were two or three souls that received the Lord Jesus
Christ. But the people in general are almost as dark and as
vile as in Sodom.”

This was immediately after the close of the Revolutionary
war. Army morals were added to the morals of the city and
country, previous to the war, which were indeed of a low
type; but the additions made to the population after the war,
made corruption more corrupt. Mr. Wiswall never met Mr.
Alline, who died of consumption the foliowing winter in
Northampton, New Hampshire.

In the west end of his mission field, as Mr. Wiswall says,

and as it is stated on his memorial tablet, there was no other
settled minister of any name. But the Rev. T. H. Chipman,
a Newlight preacher, who lived a few miles from Bridgetown,
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came at times to Nictaux and conducted religious services,
and the Rev. Nicholas Pierson of Horton. did the same.

In 1780, William Black. the pioneer of the Methodists
of these Provinces, began his work as an evangelist. He had
preached in both Wilmot and Commwailis. Tt seems necessary
that the above statements should be made in order to under-
stand more fully Mr. Wiswall's report that from Cornwallis
to Wilmot there was no settled minister of any name.

As has been stated, the Rev. Jacob Bailey was Mr. Wis-
wall’s immediate predecessor in Cornwallis. He arrived on
the field on the 20th October, 1779. A little over four years
after this. Mr. Wiswall followed him. A detachment of sol-
diers had been stationed at Cornwallis as soon as the two hun-
dred people from Connecticut had landed there in 1760.
When Mr. Bailey began his ministry on that field, there were
about twenty families of chureh people: and he said. there
were few to sympathize with him in his loyalty to the King.
The statement in the memorial of the Congregationalists to
New England for help in supporting their ministry, that a
few of their members had united with the Chureh of England
accounts for the lack of sympathy of some of Mr. Bailey's
people with his loyalty. The Rev. Aaron Bancroft arrived in
Cornwallis in December, 1780, but. as Mr. Wiswall SAys,
there was ne stationed minister on the ground when he ar-
rived. he must have returned to New England hefore that
date. Mr. Bailey removed from Cornwallis in August. 1782,
about a vear before the arrival of Mr. Wiswall. While in
Cornwallis, to increase his lmited income. he taught a small
\(']Hl“l.

in response to the request of a few families in that part
of Horton where Wolfville i< now  located. Mr. Wiswall
preached to them once a month. He says :—

“The Baptists. who have a large house of worship there,
have granted me the use of their pulpit.”  He did not there-
fore, find the ** ignorant shoemaker " and his church ungener-
ous neighbors. This maker and repairer of the Horton peo-
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ple’s shoes, set a good example in those f
has not been fully imitated. uo, not even in our own times.

Fishermen and men of the lapstone have sometimes been in
advance of the sentiments of their times,

ar-off days, which

Mr. Wiswall says further: - [ have a very crowded
audience when I preach at Horton of persons of all denomi-
nations. I am in hopes that their prejudices against our
church service will gradually wear off.”" In that matter his
hopes were doomed to disappointment. The descendants of the
Puritans did not take kindly to ritual. The Episcopal church
i Cornwallis was not finished inside when Mr. Wiswall
arrived.  He says:—** Building the parsonage here, and
finishing the chrrel is a very heavy burden on my parishon-
ers. which prevents their contributing to my support. [
receive neither pay from the people of Horton, nor any profit
from the church lands there.™

1784, he visited Dighy. which was settled 1
He reports that there were more
houses: but no minister of any de
to a crowded audience.

w loyalists.
than four hundred new
nomination. He preached

On arriving in Cornwallis, My Wiswall found a very kind
and liberal friend in Colonel Burbidee. Skiadbedfprdeer 10 Judge
“urhi«!gz- of Ottawa. The report of his benevolence
this reply from Mr. Morice. the secretary of t}

neS. P. G.:—
* The zeal and liberality of Colonel Burbidge cannot be suffi-
ciently commended. and the

Society in testimony  of their

esteem for him have elected him one of their members. ™
This suggests the reverses f fortune which sometimes
overtake the children of noble and  prosperons parents, 1
found in 1858 1 wew of Colonel Burbidge,
blind and poor. supported hy the

brought

then an :u:m] man,
town of Cornwallis. It was
for the paupers of the township
rsons who would take them for the
It was a kind of aunction in
went to the lowest instead of the
of Mr. Burbidge had fallen to Mr.

then the regulation in caring
to allot them to pe

smiallest
amount.

which the purchases
highest bidders. The lot
Best. whose farm was on
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the slopes of the South Mountain. Here I met him. He was
a member of their family;

; and was kindly treated. He was
presence.  No person could be in his
compaay without being mmpressed with h
tocratic bearing. [t was evident th
vantages of superior culture.
broken his spirit.

tall and of commanding

is culture and aris-
at he had enjoyed the ad-
Poverty and blindness had not
His bearing and conversation marked him
as a gentleman. In no way by word or
that he was a dependant ; neither was there indication of re-
bellion at his lot. | was much touched by this experience.
In conversing with him. [ felt that his character raised him
above his calamities.

act did he intimate

The people had engaged to pay Mr. Wiswall £80 a year:
but seemed urable to fulf

il their engagement.

Mr. Wiswall was notably frank
When he first arrived on the field
was received by the people.
the services of the church.
not aware then of the depth
to their own faith. Two ye
made the following re
little prospect

and truthful in his reports.
and saw how c'()rdi:l“_\‘ he
he hoped that many, attracted by
would urite with jt. But he was
and strength of their attachment
ars after he began his work, he
port to the Society —"“Though there is
of converting dissenters here to the church
who in general are greatly attached to
forefathers, yet this will les
them a favorable

the religion of their
sen their prejudices,
opinion of ys.
think that churchmen have
an exemplary behaviour will
puting, toward reconciling

Mr. Wiswall had been referring to the work of the Soci-
ety’s school-master. Mr. Fox,
industrious in his

and give
as they have been taught to
religion but little at heart; that
do more than preaching or dis-
them to our worship.”

“'h”“l lll‘ r«-pr('s('nh‘d as \‘Pr_\‘
school, exemplary

in his conduct and giv-
ing general satisfaction.

Sufficient eredit has not he

en heretofore given to the work
of the S. P. ;.

in this province- -work not only
sionaries, but also by their

Take the region of the

by their mis-
school-masters and catechists.
country over which Mr. Wiswall tra-
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velled as an example. At Cornwallis. connected with the
church there is a school-house. At Aylesford, Wilmot and
Handiey Mountain, school-masters and catechists were found.
At these points, in their unostentatious way, they were
engaged in diffusing the light and life of religion as well as
in giving intellectual training to the people. Later on they
established Sabbath Schools, into which were gathered the
children of all denominations: and, in addition to the secu-
lar knowledge imparted, they gave instruction in the Bible.
A little anecdote comes down from these early davs. At
Aylesford. there lived a German, who was a blacksmith
and somewhat of a genius in all kinds of mechanism.  After
schoul. the children enjoyed stepping into his shop to see the
coals glowing on the forge and the sparks flving from the
anvil. When the blacksmith was pressed with work, his wife
Lydia. would blow the bellows for him. They were great
favorites in the community: and were familiarly known
Unele Billy and Aunt Lydia. *“ Who made man 2"
the catechist to his class one day.
little

as
said
In that class was a bright
girl, who had come to the conclusion that eve rvthing
that had been made, had been made by the popular black-
smith; and so, ;mﬁri]m!iug all other answers to the ques-
tion. she cried out with all assurance. ** Unecle Billy,—and
Aunt Lydia blowed the bellows.""

The few Loyalists who settled in Horten after a little more
than a year’s residence in that place, removed to Parrshoro.
While resident in Wolfville they invited Mr. Wiswall
to preach for then:. He preached as has been stated, in the
Haptist meeting-house to large audiences: and was encour-
aged to believe that the p"u;nlc- woitld soon become reconciled
to the church service, and enable him to found a church in
that place.  After the Loyalists left for Parrshoro, Mr. Wis-
wall went on a certain Sabbath to Horton to hold a service:
but found the meeting pre-oceupied hy a lay preacher of
the Baptist faith.
vate ilnl!sl‘.

b

He therefore held his service in a pri-
€ geing again. no ene came to his meeting.
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He. however. left word that he was willing to preach for them
whenever they should notify him that his services were
needed.  But he was never notified. and so his labors at Hor-
ton were discontinued.  All this was frankly and fully re-
ported to the S. P. G, The blighting of his hopes in respect
to Horton was not all the trouble that came upon him. The
congregation in Cornwallis began to diminish. and the belief
got abroad that it was on account of his inefficiency. Colonel
Burbidge made complaints to the secretary of the S. P. G.
of the failure of Mr. Wiswall to meet the demands of the mis-
sion.  This brought about strained relations between the mis-
sionary. a Mr. Best and Colonel Burbidge. [t is not probable
that the fault was with Mr. Wiswall. The decrease in the
attendance at church was due to other causes. The Presby-
iertans of Cornwallis had secured the services of Rev. Mr.
Graham, a minister from Scotland. The Newlight Congrega-
tionalists ordained the Rev. John Payzant as pastor of that
church for Horton and Cornwallis. This took place at Hor-
ton on the 3rd of January, 1786, Mr. Pavzant was a brother-
m-law of Henry Alline. He was one of the family which. in
1956, had been carried from Mahone Bay to Quebec by the
Indians. While in that city he had the advantage of attend-
ing a Jesuit sehool.

He began his pastoral work at the time Colonel Burbidge
viote the S, P. G. about Mr. Wiswall. The Baptists at Hor-
ton also held services reguiarly at Cornwallis,

In the light of these facts. it is easy to see how Mr. Wis-
wall failed to keep up the large andiences which greeted him
v his first arvival.

He knew quite well the character of the conservatism of
New England Puritans. He and his ancestors had belonged
to that faith: but he hope that those who had exchanged their
rative land for homes in the Nova Scotia wilderness. would

less inflexible. and ready to unite with the Charch of Fng-

e ]

fand.  But he learned that men carry their essential charae-
teristies from one land to another. These were bitter ('xp(‘ri-
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ences for a man who had suffered <o much already in his
eventful life. But he took it il patiently. as became a Chris-
tian minister. His correspondence with the Society evoked
a similar spirit from that body. The Christian flavor of
their letters to Mr. Wiswall would he worthy of tthe best of
Christian sympathy in the present day. Mr. Wiswall was
faithful in preaching the gospel. and in rebuking the un-
godly.  Profanity, drunkenness, Sabbath-breaking and riot-
ing are vices which. according to the testimony of all the
local ministers of the Gospel, characterized society.

The various trials in the midst of which Mr. Wiswall
found himself, led him to a more thorough study of the peo-
ple.  He fell back upon his knowledge of the Puritans of New
England. They had lefi the old country one hundred and
fifty years before this, that they might enjoy religious liberty
in the homes they might make for themselves in the wilder-
ness of America.  But the fixedness of their characters. and
their settled opposition to the Church of England. had lost
nothing in their descendants. He. at least. made up his
Judgment that to expect them to become devout churchmen.
was about as reasonable as to look for the spotted leopard to
turn milk white. or the negro to appear in the fair skin of a
flaxen-haired Anglo Saxon. The trials of this period of his
life unsettled for once his grave, prosaic style of writing.
His hwmonr at last appeared.  Faced by his apparent failure
in Cornwallis for which he was sure he was not to blame. as
similes the impossibility of changing the Puritans of Horton
and Cornwallis into churchmen :—

was Job that he had committed no sins, he shows by his

“T am of the opinion that it i< impossible that the church
should ever flourish in Cornwallis. For 1 would sooner pre-
vail on His Holiness at Rome to throw aside his mitre for a
red cloak and a white wig, and bid a last farewell to the
luxuries of the Vatican—to solicit the Bostonians to elect him
deacon of the old South meeting-house, and chant the edi-
fxing version of the Psalms to the tune of * Hush my dear. lie
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still and slumber,” than 1 could prevail on a whig Oliverian,
a friend to the American Congress and Boston town meetings,
to become a good churchman.”

This is despair for Horton and Cornwallis. While Mr.
Wiswall was driven to this conclusion in respect to the
Church of England, the ignorant shoemaker had his revivals,
baptisms and crowded meetings at Horton. The Rev. John
Payzant, on the same ground. was carried on a tide of reli-
gious awakening; and Mr. Graham was in Church Street with
a good following of Presbyterians, augmented by additions
from the Puritan community.

In his disgust because of the stubbornness of the people
toward Episcopacy, Mr. Wiswall, on the principle that mis-
ery likes company. tells the Society that the Presbyterians
were driving Mr. Graham from among them. This, it is
probable. accounts for his early exchange of the Cornwallis
for the Stewiacke Valley. Mr. Murdoch also. he informed
the S. P. G., had been dismissed from his congregation.

The Rev. William Black had received recruits to his staff
of missionaries from the United States, and they were rang-
ing over the country. Among them. a man of great zeal and
activity, the Rev. Freehorn Garretson. He was one of the
missionaries of this denomination who at that time travelled
through Horton. Cornwallis and Annapolis.  He reported
that he found the Christians in this part of the country
mostly preachers. The Newlight ministers were accustomed.
after finishing their sermons, to call upon the brethren “‘to
witness to the truth.”  This gave the people practice in publie
speaking. But at most of their meetings there was no mini -
ter present.  Then the services were carried on by both men
and women. who prayed and exhorted. The Methodists and
Baptists adopted the same custom. In the Presbyterian ser-
vice there was the solemn psalm-singing, and the long ser-
mons, the people with their open Bibles followed the reading
of the Scriptures, and turning to the quotations made by the
preacher. Mr. Wiswall was not able to stem the tide.
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But there was a streak of light for Mr. Wiswall in this
dark sky. A large number of Loyalists had settled in Ayles-
ford and Wilmot. He had been invited to preach for them
statedly. The forty miles distance had not proved insur-
mountable. He fully reported his services in that part of the
country to the Society. So zealous was he in his work that
in March, after a severe winter which made it impossible for
him to travel to Wilmot, when the snow was so deep that he
could not go with his horse. he went on foot all the way from
Cornwallis to Handley Mountain—a distance of forty-five
miles. This was zeal equal to that of the Newlight preacher,
Henry Alline. who had walked over the same ground.

In January, 1784, Peleg. his son. went to Halifax. and
Mr. Wiswall, taking Harry Mowatt, son of Captain Mowatt,
who was arrested with him at Casco Bay. went to board in
Mrs. Hutchinson’s house.

In a letter written by the Rev. Jacob Bailey on the 2nd
of March, 1784, to the Rev. Sumuel Parker of Boston. Mr.
Bailey says:—

“ I am just returned from a journey to Cornwallis. under-
taken to marry our brother Wiswall, late of Falmouth. to one
Mrs. Hutchinson, a worthy woman from New York. who has
been visited during the late dissensions with a singular and
affecting train of calamities.”

To a correspondent, Captain Gallop at Windsor. Nova
Scotia, Mr. Bailey makes this further statement :—

“You have. I presume, heard 2 rumor of my ramble to
Cornwallis to unite Brother Wiswall in the holy bhonds of
matrimony to a rib of his own choice.™

To Mr. Thomas Brown of Halifax. Mr. Bailey gives

another word :—

“T have lately travelled to Cornwallis and officiated at
the wedding of our friend. Mr. Wiswall, who is certainiy an
original genius and a very honest man.””

Mr. Wiswall, at the time of his second marriage. was
fifty-three vears old.

For nine years since his bereavement
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at Boston, he had been tossed about on sea and land. Time,
however, had healed the wounds of his heart; and he now
commences life anew,

He and his wife had much experience in common. She
was from New York. Adventure and vicissitudes had been
the lot of both. Before the time arrived for him to move to
Wilmot. he became reconciled to Mr. Belcher, Colonel Bur-
bidge, Mr. Pesy, and others who were estranged from him.
All was kindness and good-will before he resigned his Corn-
wallis mission for the one at Aylesford and Wilmot.

Aunapolis Royal, July 25th, 1784.
To the Rev. Epwarp Bass, af Newburyport.

Dear Sme,—When your agreeable and welcome letter was
delivered into my hands. our brother Wiswall was present
himself, his wife and her Youngest daughter being on a visit
to our habitation.

This observation will naturally conduct me to answer your
queries respecting that sensible and original genius and his
connections.  His salary from England is only one hundred
pounds sterling. for the Society allows the missionaries here
the exact amount they formerly had in New England: but
then he has a parsonage worth one hundred and twenty dol-
lars a year and a decent house, with fuel.

His wife, about forty-eight years of age, is a refugee from
Carolina. Her fortune has been somewhat singular and very
distressing since the commencement of the late revolutions.

Her hushand was drowned. one son was kicked to death by
a horse, a second lost his life by shipwreck, and another was
hanged by rebels, as he was attempting to visit his parents.
She has remaining one son and two daughters, and stil] pos-
sesses about 2.000 pounds. the gleanings of a very ample
estate—her daughters have a thousand pounds lately left
them by a Grandfather in England. She appears a very
clever woman, is sociable and so prudent in the management
of family afiairs, that we may with propriety apply to her
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what was heretofore said of Mrs. Week«—** She has abun-
dance of saving knowledge.”’

Mr. Wiswall has two sons, both lieutenants in the navy,
the eldest Peleg is at Halifax, and the other, John, has just
arrived from Europe. He was muech pleased with hearing
from you, ete., etc.

(Signed) Jacos Bamey.

On the 13th of Juiy after his marriage, his son John re-
turned from London. Tan, his slave; John, his son. and
John Outhit, a young Loyalist, went to Wilmot and built a
hut on the land that had been granted to Mr. Wiswall, as the
first minister who settled in Wilmot. He had five hundred
acres. Joining this lot to the west were six hundred acres,
granted to the Church of England, and west of that again
400 acres for the suppori of church schools. These lands be-
gan at the Annapolis River, where Wilmot station now is,
and lay to the north. A little north of the old post road on
a rising ground. the two Johns and Tan, the negro, erected
their log cabin. Opposite these lots of land on the south side
of the river. Colonel Samuel Vetch Bayard, then or very soon
after. began life. West of him on the same side of the river,
Colcnel Eager was making for himself a home in the wilder-
ness. A little further west was Alden Bass. His father came
to Nova Scotia m 1761, and settled at Round Hill. about five
miles east of Annapolis town. His brother John also, after
graduating from Harvard College in 1761, settled at Anna-
polis. They were brothers of Dr. Edward Bass of Newbury-
port. who became first bishop of Massachusetts. They were
descendants of John Alden and his wife, Priscilla Mullins,
of the Mayflower, whose marriage has been immortalized by

Longfellow’s Ceurtship of Miles Standish.

In the same neighbourhood and further south was
Nathaniel Parker. a war veteran. who had fought at Louis-
bourg and Quebec. He had been on these lands for some

I assume that Mrs. Wiswall was originally from the South, then went to
New York, then to Cornwaliis. E. M. 8,

==




S oSt P e AL Sy N

56 NOVA SCOTIA  HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

time. Six years before this, he and his wife had gone to Hor-
ton ou horseback to be baptized by Rev. Nicholas Pierson,
Mr. Wiswall's “ignorant shoemaker. Henry Alline., who
preached his ordination sermon said his gifts were limited,
and the people took him hoping he would improve. Nathanijel
Parker, who was known as Major Parker. has a numerous
offspring, among them about a half score of Baptist ministers
and one or two Methodist preachers, ;

On the north side of the river. «til] further west, was
Oldham Gates. whe gave the name of Gates” Ferry to a cross-
ing whick was near where Middleton bridge now stands.
North and east was John Baker. another Louishourg and Que-
bec veteran. On the southern slope of the North Mountain
a cleazing had been commenced in the wood of stout trees.
This was the work of Brigadier-General Ruggles. Among his
laborers were Benjamin Fales and George Stronach, the for-
nmer from New England and the latter from Glasgow, Scot-
land. They were both geniuses in their way.

George Stronach when at home. received a sum of money
trom his father on condition that he would cease to worry his
stepmother.  He took the money and made a solemn promise
to his father that <he would never he troubled by him again.
The better to keep his promise. he immediately went to Glas-
gow, took passage on « ship for Halifax. where he met Ben-
Jamin Fales, whose brother Richard had been educaied at
Harvard and was noted as a man of ready wit. His uncle was
clerk of the court at Taunton, Mass. Once the uncle, in com-
Pany, asked Richard to make a jest that would turn the laugh
on him. He at once responded :—-

“The children of Israel asked for meat,
And Jehoval sent them quails,
The court of Taunton wanted a clerk,
And the devil sent them Fales.”

A small stream in Lower Aylesford. flowing from the
south into the A nnapolis River, took its name from the Fales
tamily. A section of the North Mountain honored the

Stronach family by taking its name.




REV. JOHN WISWALL, M. A 57

Fales and Stronach agreed to work three years for General
Ruggles. and at the end of that time. each to receive from
him 100 or more acres of land. John Outhit. who, with Tan
the slave and John Wiswall, built the log hut. settled on the
mountain east of Baker. He was the father of the late Dr.
Outhit of Avlesford. Signs of his grandsons can be seen over
Barrington Street grocery stores.  Other military families
started in Wilmot. but. tired of the wilderness life. left to
find good fortune in other places. among them Captain Berk-
ley.

John Garret and Henry Vanbuskirk were of Dutch descent
from New York. the latter lived near the Avlesford church,
and was  squire 7 of that district.  He meted out justice and
sold the contents of a variety store and Jamaica rum in abun-
dunce to the people of all the surrounding country. Other
families. more or less prominent. could he mentioned.

At the time Mr. Wiswall removed to Wilmot. the Loyal-
ists had begun to make houses for themselves in that town-
ship. not only in the Valley but on the mountains. Looking
to the south from the car window as the train going west.
pulls into Wilmot station. the traveller may see green
meadows. covered with heavy timber when John Wiswall and
Tan built their log house.

After having served in the navy for about four vears,
John Wiswall. the son. settled down to hard work as a pioneer
in a stubborn wilderness.  Until this dav. his descendants
have toiled on the same grounds. A beautiful white cottage.
standing in a grove of ornamental trees is the fourth house in
succession from the hut where Tan and John dwelt. and hard
by is the grave of the poor slave Tan.

On a certain Sunday. Tan. becoming lonesome crossed the
river t¢ have a chat with a man of his own color. the slave of
Colonel Eagar. whom he found suffering from an attack of
mweasles. Tan took the disease and it proved fatal. Dinah.
another slave, according to Mr. Wiswall's promise. was never
sold. Her last days were spent with the Minot family in
Brunswick. not far from Casco Bay.
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In 1786, John Outhit built himself a house on the slope
of the North Mountain, east of General Ruggles’ place, and
had a road opened to it. Early in the spring of 1787, Wis-
wall’s log hut was succeeded by a pretentious building on the
high bank of the brook that flows from the north into the
Annapolis River. This stream abounded with trout; and
many a fresh fry of them did visitors eat under the hospitable
roof of the Wiswalls.

Bishop Imglis took up a large block of land about two miles
west of the Aylesford Chureh. At first he had there a summer
residence : but in 1795 he left Halifax and resided there per-
manently.  His home, located on a swell in the Aylesford
plains, was a modest one. Among the fruit which the Bishop
introduced was g pippin, which the people called the bishop
pippin—a beautiful. richly flavored apple, which 15 now
called the ** belle fleur. "

General Ruggles’ house. which was on the southern slope
of the North Mountain. was two stories high. commanded a
fine view of the valley east and west: and to bhoyish eves
looked grand and stately.  Colonel Bayard, Colonel Eagar,
and a few others erected houses which were of fair size. com-
fortable and convenient. Mr. Wiswall gives a description of
the cwellings of the people in general. He SAYS :—

“ This part of the Province is thinly settled by persons of
all deseriptions, in general extremely poor and scattered over
the country in all directions. They chiefly live in huts, little
if any, superior to the cabins in Ireland: and can scarcely be
said to have even the necessaries of |ife. They have for so
long a time bheen habituated to what may be called a savage
life, that it is extremely difficult to bring them off from it to
a civilized state. Yet I can perceive some alteration for the
better since my residence among them; and I am not without
hopes that more regard will be paid to the Lord’s Day and
public worship in future.”

The resignation of the Cornwallis mission took place in
Tune, 1789. In October of the same vear, My, Wiswall re-
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moved to Wilmot. The character of the roads can be learned
by reading an account in the Frontier Missionary, of Rev.
Jacob Bailey’s removal from Cornwallis to Annapolis, a few
vears before this.

Bishop Inglis, whose diocese included all British North
America at the time of Mr. Wiswall's resignation and re-
moval to Wilmot, was on a visit to Canada. When Halifax
was founded, there was no bishop in America. The Lieuten-
ant-Governor. therefore, was commissioned to receive resigna-
tions and make appointments to the several ecclesiastical
offices.  Mr. Wiswall received a mandate from the Governor
to resign at Cornwallis, and begin work at Aylesford and Wil-
mot. When the Bishop returned, he was indignant to find
that the King’s representative had interfered with his rights
and authority. The matter was. however. composed, and har-
mony restored.

It has beern stated that the only surviving children of the
Rev. John Wiswall were his sons Peleg and John. who spent
several years in the navy. When twenty-nine vears old,
Peleg married Seraph Cutler of Annapolis. His second wife
was Mary Nichols. She had one child, who married Charles
Budd. M. . P. of Dighy. Mr. Budd had no child.

Peleg Wiswall studied law and was distinguished in his
profession in Digby County. After a successful career at the
bar, he was appointed to the hench. He was known as fair
and upright in the discharge of the high duties of his office.

In Mr. Calnek’s History of Annapolis County. edited by
Judge Savary, it is said:—* Our archives abound with ar-
ticles from his pen. addressed to various individuals con-
nected with the administration of public affairs, and embrace
a wide range of topies ™"; and that the late John MeGregor,
a barrister of Halifax, related the following bit of his own
experience :—When a hoy he called on Mr. Wiswall to cou-
sult him about entering upon a course of legal study. and was
somewhat abashed with Mr. Wiswall's singular presence,
peculiar dress of a past generation, and quick and terrible
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riotions. as well as speech. The following dialogue took
place :—
“ Well, my man. so ¥.u would like to be a lawyer ?”’
“ Yes. sir, I think I should like to be one."
“ Where's your gun, my boy *"°
“ I have no gun: don't know whether I'd like gunning.”’
*No gun. Well, You keep a hoat then

“ I do not own 2 boat, sir. Don'i know how to use one.”’

like boating 2’

" You wear a wateh or keep a dog® ™ (snappishly).

" T am too poor to wear a watch, and I have no dog.”

“You'll de, lad. if You persevere in the course you have
begun. The law is a Jealeus mistress, and cannot be won
except by the greatest individual devotjon. To gain her. you
must sacrifice evervthing that diverts Your attention from
her. Remember this, my lad. and I will ensure You success;
and you may rely on any assistance in my power to aid you.”

The Rev. John Wiswall praised the people on il
Mountain. They built o log house, 20 by 22 feet on the ground
floor for u school-house and a place of worship.  Mr. William
Cropley was engaged by the S. P, . as school-teacher and
vatechist.  He conducted worship on the Sabbath day ; and,
as Mr. Wiswall said. Was a suffering Loyalist. He labored
on the Mountain for about twenty Years. Mr. Wiswall ap-
pealed. aud not in vain, to the Society for religious books and
tracts for the people on his field. The Mountain got a large
share of them. Thi. laborious minj

andley

ster of the gospel. and his
staff of school-masters and catechists, did much for the pio-
neers of Aylesford and Wilmot in those early days. He
worked on patiently, and at first, had large congregations.
He was kindly received into the families and w

as encouraged
to believe that, as hie usefulness increased. o large number of

the people would he induced to unite with the Chureh of Eng-
land: but disappointment in thi< field as< in Cornwallis was
in store for him. As the century came to a close, the Rev.
William Black sent into the field a number of zealous evan-

gelisis, some of whom appeared on the ground occupied by
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Mr. Wiswall. In addition to these zealous Methodist minis-
ters, there came upon the ground a number of Baptist preach-
ers, who, impelled by a belief that Ged had called them to
preach the Gospel, had left the school-house and the farm to
go abroad and evangelize the country. They too were full of
religious zeal. and set before the people the charact v of their
lives, and the way of escape through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus.

The people had been prepared for these fervid evangel-
ists. Take for instance the section of the country, known as
Handley Mountain, settled mostly by dishanded soldiers.
Mr. Wiswall and Mr. Cropley followed them into this wilder-
ness, the latter living among them, and boarding from house
to house, having. as Mr. Wiswall says, ** for his bed a heap
of straw in one corner of the cabins *'; and at times lived on
potatoes and fish. The children of these new settlers were
taught to read and write: and regnlar public worship was
maintained in the settlement. Bibles, tracts, and good hooks
were put into their hands. As it was on this mountain. so it
was in the valley. It is true that the church schools and pub-
lic worship were not convenient for all the early settlers,
some of whom were scattered at great distances over a large
axtent of country, in some cases only two or three families
in a place: but the schools and public worship maintained
in the Valley and on parts of the North Mountain. together
with the wvisits of Mr. Wiswall to all the families, could not
fail to exert a restraining influence on the people.

Deep down in the hearts of most of them was a strong
conservatism. holding them fast to the faith of the New Eng-
land fathers: and a prejudice, although much softened. vet
uneradicated. =~ainst the Church of England. The appearing
of the evangelists evoked the latent and traditional antipath-
ies and preferences of the people.

Here. let this honest missionary of the S. P. G, inform us
in respect to the impression made on his mind by the evan-
gelists, called by him ** strolling preachers.” To contrast
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his final convictions with his first Impressions et extracts
from his reports here be called into service. He says:—

"I am persuaded. that. as the dissenting interest js much
less considerable in Wilmot than n any other town in the
Province. in a few Years, provided care is taken to serve the
chuieh regularly after it i< built. there will he scarce a dis-
seuter from the establiched church.”

Referring to the people on Handley Mountain, Mr. Wis.
wall in after vears says: —

" Such is the ingratitude of the people that now they have
bettered their circumstances, they reject My, Cropley as
school-master. though most of the youth are indebted to him
for all the learning they have, hecanse be adheres to the rules
of the churel. ™

Again :—* The country swarms with Anabaptist and
Methodist preachers, which are much  encouraged in my
neighborhood by @ person whose property. education and rank
in the world. one would suppose should have induced him to
Lave exerted his interest in the support of the church by law
established. ™"

This was no doubt. Colonel Samuel Veteh Bayard. whe
had united with the Methodists and whose grandson. Doctor
Bavard, an octogenarian, is still in practice in the city of
St. John. The colonel has left to the Dominion a number of
worthy descendants. He had been living up to this time a
Iife of noted carelessness.  But under the influence of Bap-
tist and Methodist pPreaching, he was reformed, and for the
remainder of his life was an example of devout piety to the
people of all classes. Iy 1829, he visited the New England
States. There he came in contact with the Lyman-Beecher
temperance movement. O his return he persuaded the Rev.
I. E. Bill, then Young Baptist minister at Nictaux. to hold
a public temperance meeting.  He and Mr. Bill were the only
speakers. A society was formed and twelve persons united
with it. This was the first temberance societs formed in the
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Province, except perhaps one formed at Beaver River. Yar-
mouth County.

In referring to the scattered state of the settlements. Mr.
Wiswall further says:—* This i< a great advantage to the
strolling, fanatical teachers to prejudice the minds of the
universally illiterate Anabaptists. if I may call them so, from
thi- solitary dwelling, against the established government.
These, chiefly Anabaptist and Methodist preachers, come to
us from the American States, and pass a few months with us.
seldom more than a year or two, and then return with the
cash in their pockets which they extort from their deluded
hearers; and a fresh supply arrive from the same quarter.
The majority who have taken it into their heads to attend
my church this summer. may the next. should the whim take
them. crowd to hear a strolling Methodist or Anabaptist in
the fields or in a barn. Few are the real churchmen in my
parish.”’

In 1797, Mr. Wiswall reports thus:—** During the sum-
mer season 1 had a pretty numerous congregation: at other
times a small one—a small one whenever a Newlight or
Methodist preacher made his appearance: of whatever sect he
calls himself, he is sure to have a numerous assembly, the
people here being fond of new things. 1 am sorry for it; but
musi state maiters as they are.”

He reported at this time that about four-fifths of the
people were Baptists and Methodists.

The Rev. Jacob Bailey. at Annapolis, made stronger
charges against the evangelists than Mr. Wiswail. He
says:—* A suceession of itinerant preachers from the States
and elsewhere create great confusion among the lower people;
and are an unconceivable injury to a new country. They
attract multitudes almost any day in the week to hear their
desultory and absurd vociferations. . . . Their depend-
ence is in certain violent emotions: and they discourage
industry. charity. and every social virtue. affirming that the
most abandoned sinners are nearer the Kingdom of Heaven
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than people of sober, honest. religious deportment : for such
they allege are in danger of depending on their own righte-
ousness.’’

In enumerating the sects. Mr. Bailey say :—*‘ They are
divided into Deists, Socinians, Methodists, “‘hi(‘eﬁc‘idih*s,
Lutherans, Calvinists, Preshyterians, Seceders, Congregation-
alists, Anabiptists, Quakers, and Anythingarians. A number
of illiterate drunken teachers are daily following each other
in regular succession like waves of the Atlantic, the last of
which always eclipses the glory of his predecessors.”

Much allowance must be made when reading Mr. Bailey's
reports.  His humour and light-heartedness carried him
bevond accuracy of statement.

Bishop Inglis had serions apprehensions in regard to the
work and purpose of the evangelists of that day. He said :—
“By a recent illimination  the Congregationalists have
adoptea the Anabaptist scheme, by which their number has
heen much inereased and their zeal inflamed. They have
been more particularly troublesome about Granville, Wilmot
and Aylesferd.  Both Methodist and Newlight teachers have
in their struggle for independence, exeited among the people
a furious fremzy.  The Methodists, for several weeks hefore
and after Easter. hold services four times a Suaday in Anna-
polis, and had a lecture every evening. which frequently con-
tinued till three o’clock in the morning. During these exer-
cises, ignorant men and women. and even children under
twelve years of age. were employed to pray and exhort. call-
ing aloud. * Lord Jesus, come down and shake these dry
bones.” Groanings, sereamings.  roarings. tumblings, and
faintings immediately ensue with a falling down and a roll-
ing upon the floor of both sexes together. ™

He further state<:. < A rage for dipping or total immer-
ston prevails all over the western counties of the Provinee:
and i< frequently performed in a very indelicate manner he.
fore vast collections of people. Several hundreds have already
heen baptized. . . Peaple come together to these meet-
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ings from a distance of seventy miles, leaving their families
in destitute circumstances. and their plantations exposed to
ruin. All order and decorum are despised by them. Fierce
dissentions prevail among the most intimate : family govern-
ment is dissolved; children are neglected and become dis-
obedient. Their political principles are equally dangerous
with their religion. It is believed that the conductors of
these people are engaged in a general plan of total revolution
in religion and civie government, and it is certain fact that,
‘ The Rights of Man.” * The Age of Reason,” and * Volney and
the Ruin of Empires,” a false representation of the French
revolution, with scandalous invectives against the crowned
heads of Europe, against British administration in particu-
lar, have been secretly handed about among the professed
Newlights.”

[t is quite true that a few of the Newlight Congregation-
alists went to great extremes in religious bhelief and practice.
Immorality and scandalous public performances followed.
But the number who were deluded in this way was but a small
part of the population. Both Methodist< and Baptists with-
stood and denounced the immoral teaching and disgraceful
conduct of these people

It is probable that the Bishop heard of the sayings and
doings of the “ New Dispensationers,” as they were called;
and, in his reports inadvertently & neralized where his re-
presentations should have been confined to « number of people
comparatively small.

The above extracts give the people of this day an inside
view of the time. in which Mr. Wiswall did his work in Corn-
wallis, Aylesford and Wilmot. It is not necessary to state,
that in view of the experiences of Bishop Charles Inglis in
the revolutionary struggle, he would have had grave appre-
hensions that another revolution on 4 small scale was orew-
ing in Nova Scotia.  There were. however, no real grounds
for his fears. The account of the public, religious services
had naturally been much exaggerated in passing from one to
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another. There were, doubtless. many extravagences, but not
as greai as represented by the missionaries of the s. P G
and the Bishop.

William Black, Freeborn Garretson and other Methodist
ministers: the Chipmans, Hardings, Mannings and Dimocks,
and other Baptist ministers referred to. became the fathers
of their respective denominations: and now all intelligent
citizens are glad to admit that they were largely instrumental
in reforming the lives and reducing to religious order the
pioneers, especially of the western part of Nova Scotia and
of many parts of New Brunswick.

The Baptist and Methodist ministers reported their labors
at this time. They supplement and modify those made by the
missionaries of the S. . .

They reported that a great reformation had taken place
among the people in Horton, Cornwallis. Annapolis, Dighy
and Yarmouth and other western counties. At Horton, {he
tev. T. H. Harding baptized more than a hundred converts.
The Rev. Edward Manning was in the midst of a reforma-
tion in Cornwallis. Rev. T. H. Chipman was engaged in the
same work in Aylesford. Wilmot and Annapolis.  The Rev.
Enoch Towner was baptizing large numbers in Dighy: and
the Rev. Harris Harding was similarly engaged in Yarmouth.
Great revivals and numerous class-meetings were reported by
the Methodist preachers,

To gain an unprejudiced opinior. the reports of all should
be read and impartially considered. But this much is cer-
tain, the country i< under a lasting debt of gratitude to such
missionaries as the Rev. John Wiswall; and among them all
there was not one more industrious and honest than he.

These religious phenomena, in the middle of which Mr.
Wiswall found himself, became the occasion of a thorough
examination of the principles on which his mission was con-
ducted. He gave the secretary of the S. P. G. the benefit of
his judgment in this matter.
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He says to the secretary :—** You will pardon me for giv-
ing you a few of my private thoughts with reference to the
perpetuity of the Church of England in this province, and
the embarrassed circumstances of many of the society’s mis-
sionaries. Churches are built largely of money voted by the
legislature; and missionaries are appointed by societies in
Great Britain, strangers to the manners. sentiments and
peculiarities of the original planters of this province. The
people give themselves no concern about the comfortable sup-
port of their parish minister, they liberally contribute of
their substance to the strollers above mentioned. About the
first fifty years of my life I resided in New England. I
remember when churches there were very few, and the con-
gregations very thin. But I lived to see churches fast
multiplying and Episcopalians rapidly increasing. though
epposed by the prevailing religion of the country, and dis-
couraged by the government. Many causes contributed to
the spread of Episcopacy in New England. Grammar schools
were supported in every township. and the townships were
compact: consequently everyone had the opportunity of giv-
ing their children a good education. and some in every parish
had likewise a college education. All New England people
were fond of reading; and the winter evenings of the farmers
were chiefiy devoted to pernsing works of divinity. especially
controversial publications. There is but one grammar school
iz Nova Scotia and that in Halifax: nor is it a free school,
consequently the people in this province have no taste for
reading of any sort. In New England. candidates for Holy
Orders, previous to their embarking for England, read
prayers and sermons to some congregation vacant of a minis-
ter, and resided for some time among them. that each party
might have the opportunity of knowing each other. If his
public performances were acceptable to the people they first
voted him a salary, and then petitioned the society to appoint
him their missionary with a salary; and this petition was
backed by a number of the most respectable of the Episcopal
clergy, accompanied with a recommendation to the society
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anu the Bishop of London. On his return from England,
they considered him as the minister of their own choice.
Harmony prevailed, and it very rarely happened that any
cause but death separated an Episcopal minister from the
church he was first inducted into. You are very sensible that
matters are carried on in quite a different manner here; and
iet me whisper in your ear that there are artful people among
us who possess the minds of the credulous and suspicious, that
some secret political ends, unfavorable to their ideas of free-
dom, are understandingly carried on by those who are in the
church interest.”

Take what Mr. Wiswall here says about the suspicions of
the people in regard to the political ends sought to be accom-
plished by the missionaries who were appointed by the 3. P.
G., and what Bishop Inglis says about the political institu-
tions of dissenters, and it would appear that the two parties
were mutually apprehensive of sinister designs. But time
has proved that there were no good grounds for this mutual
distrust.  All were seeking the good of the people, and the
welfare of the country.

The industry and courage of Mr. Wiswall did not fail
him, even in his advanced age. When he was 81 years old
he wrote the secretary of the S. P. G. as follows:—** For
more than twelve months I have been in a very ill state
of health, and it is but a few moenths since I have recovered
from a violent and dangerous fever. which has so shattered
my constitution that considering my advanced age, there is
little if any probability of recovering my former health. I
am for the most part confined to the house. and can venture
abroad only on very soft weather [ have been enabled to
attend my church, which is six miles from my house, but a
few Sundays this season, and now the bad weather approaches
(it was October) I expect to he wholly confined, and my
small congregation will meet at my house; az it is impossible,
considering my infirmities, for me to perform divine services
at the church the coming season. . . I wish T could give
as good an account of the prosperity of the church as of the
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glebe. But alas, I fear that the interest of Episcopacy has
been on the decline for several years: some of the causes I
communicated to you in my confidential letter of November
9, 1805.”

Mr. Wiswall did not pass to his eternal rest until nine
vears after he wrote this letter. He was ninety years old
when he died.

Young ministers, none of whom had his learning or exper-
ience, had come to Aylesford and Wilmot. Revivals were
sweeping over the valley and mountains. The Methodists
were organizing classes and churches: and the Baptists, ac-
cording to their peculiar views, were baptizing their converts
and forming them into churches; but this veteran missionary
whose career had been rough, varied and eventful. in the
evening of his life, with his prospects blighted and his hopes
disappointed, was obliged to report that his diminished con-
gregation could be accommedated in his dwelling-house,
while the dissenting ministers were followed by ever increas-
ing numbers of people. For over thirty years he had given
his life to this new country—to Cornwallis, Aylesford and
Wilmot. The result, as it appeared to him, was both dis-
appointing and discouraging. But a broader view, which
may be hoped was at last taken by the good man, would have
assured him that his life work had been largely fruitful. He
gave nearly forty years of ministerial work to Nova Secotia.
He sowed and others reaped; but the sowers and the reapers
ultimately rejoiced together. But his life that was poured in
such unstinted measure into this new country, enriched it in
‘nany ways. The money given him by the S. P. G. to
improve the glebe, was so used as to give the people useful
lessons in agriculture. His farming and gardening on his
own lands were in advance of the state of farming around
him. The keen New Englanders, in working their lands, and
in planting and grafting their fruit trees, were not slow to
follow his example. The culture and intellectual life of the
people were bettered by his presence and teaching. The
school masters and catechists, under his supervision, exerted
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an influence in stimulating thought, in acquiring knowledge
and in teaching the precepts of the gospel which never fails
to influence the lives of successive generations of any country.
““ Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap.”” The
Rev. John Wiswall sowed bountifully of the best seed in his
laborious life, and there will be continuous harvesting until
earthly scwing and earthly reaping have been completed.

In addition to the good he directly accomplished through
his personal influence. he left two sons who were worthy of a
father and mother of such moral and religious wealth. Refer-
ence has already been made to his son Peleg, who is
remembered in Dighy County as a lawyer and judge, upright
and high-minded. John was for many years a farmer and
magistrate in Wilmot. He inherited his father’s estate. In
1796 he married Hesdeliah. a daughter of Ebenezer Cutler,
of Annapolis. His children were James, Charles, John,
Mercy, Miriam, Seraph and Elizabeth.

Elizabeth married the Rev. Edwin Gilpin, father of the
Very Reverend Dean Gilpin, D. D.—the Dr. Thomas Arnold
of Halifax. Dr. Gilpin is honoured by his ancestors. and is
an honor to them. He perpetuates the excellencies of hoth
families.

The earliest recorded date in the Gilpin family history
(apart from legends) is in the year (1206) twelve hundred
and six, when in the reign of King John, the Baron of Kendal
gave the manor of Kentmere to Richard de Gylpyn in 1206,
Since that date we have the names of succeeding members of
the family in regular order, until the present time, 1903,

The manor of Kentmere was in possession of the family
till the tenth generation, when the possessors, loyal to Charles
the First, were dispossessed in the time of Cromwell.

Among those horn at Kentmere was Bernard Gilpin, well
known as the ** Apostle of the North.” He was born in 1517,
the year that Luther nailed his thesis to the door of Wittem-
burg Palace Church.
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His life has been written by the Rev. C. S. Collingwood,
and a sketch of the same life by Lightfoot, Lord Bishop of
Durham, in his work, ‘‘ Leaders of the Northern Church.”

Bernard Gilpin was at once time rector of Houghton-Le-
Spring for twenty-five years. and even to this day there is a
special service annually in commemoration of his labours
among the ** People of the North.”

He was wont to say that whatever happened was ™ all for
he best.”” Queen Mary sent for him to be tried for heresy.
On his way his horse fell and broke his rider’s leg. The
guard asked if that accident were “all for the best,”” and
received for answer, ** I am sure that it is.”” He could not be
moved for some time. Meanwhile Queen Mary died and thus
the ‘“ Apostle of the North ™ was saved from the probable
burning at the stake.

He was not married, and the descent is through his

brother.

There have been several migrations of the family to
America. The first was with William Penn to Pennsylvania
in 1696 or 1698. Their descendants are now to be found in |
Ontario. Canada, and in Baltimore and in Philadelphia,
U. S. A. |

There was also a migration of some of the family at an
early date to Jamaica, B. W. 1., where their descendants are
still to be found: also another migration to America during
the 19th century. There was also a later migration to
America of John Bernard Gilpin, who came to America in
1783. During the revolt he chose to remain a British subject
and was appointed agent for prisoners. In 1803 he received
the appointment of British Consul for Rhode Island and Con-
necticut. When the consular office was removed from New-
port, R. I., he retired to Annapolis Royal, where he was
resident in 1850 in the happy enjoyment of his health and
faculties at 96 years of age.

Of his numerous family two sons passed through King’s
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College, Windsor—Edwin and Alfred. They both entered
the ministry in Nova Secotia.

Edwin was rector of Aylesford, succeediag the Rev. John
Inglis, afterward Bishop of Nova Scotia, and was thence
transferred to Annapolis Royal in 1831, in succession to the
Rev. Dr. Milledge. Edwin Gilpin married Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of John Wiswall, Esq., October 29th, 1917. This John
Wiswall was a son of the Rev. John Wiswail—a loyalist who
came from Falmouth (now Portland in the U. S. A.), and
was stationed in Cornwallis. N_ S., and subsequently at Wil-
mot, Annapolis County.

The Rev. Edwin Gilpin was ordained priest by Dr. Robert
Stanser, sometime Bishop of Nova Scotia. During his incum-
bency of Aylesford he had for a while Wilmot also under his
care. Of that care he was relieved by the appointment of his
brother Alfred, who had been ordained in Quebec, and who,
after serving in several parishes, died in Southsea, England.

Edwin Gilpin served in Annapolis for 28 years—much
respected and beloved Ly all who came within his influence.
Among his brethren in the church he was often spoken of as
the ““ Christian philosopher.” He died in 1860, and was
buried in the Gilpin plot of ground at the head of the trench,
forming the last approach of General Nicholson, October
1710, to the French fort at Port Royal, which then surren-
dered and has since heen a British possession. The Rev.
Edwin Gilpin had two sons. One died in early youth. The
other is now Dean of Nova Scotia.

In the “ Cyclopedia of Canadian Biography,” there is a
brief sketch of the Very Reverend Dean Gilpin, from which
I extract the following :—

Born, June 10th, 1821. King’'s College, Windsor, B. A,
1847; King's College, Windsor. M. A., 1850; King’s College,
Windsor, B. D.. 1853;: King's College, Windsor, D. D.,
1863; Master of Halifax Grammar School, 1848; Master of
Halifax High School. 1877; Principal Halifax Academy;
Canon of St. Luke's. 1864 ; Archdeacon of Nova Scotia, 1874;
Dean of Nova Scotia. 1889 ; resigned Halifax Academy, 1889.
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James Wiswall was born in 1807, and died in 1878. He
married Minetta Wheelock, daughter of Abel Wheelock, of a
pre-loyalist family. Seraph married Benjamin Smith of St.
John, N. B.. a wealthy banker and broker. She had three
children—Dr. Peleg W. Smith, Sheriff of Dighy; Benjamin
Smith. barrister, of Kentville, and Eliza, who married
Alexander McNab.

James had a number of children, four names of whom
appear on the voters’ list of 1896—Charles T.. Abel M.,
Edwin G.. and John. They are still on the old homestead.

Mercy, Miriam, Charles and John did not marry. They
lived on the homestead and were industrious and highly
respected. John and Charles managed the farm, and their
two sisters, Mercy and Miriam, conducted a boarding school
for young ladies—the first one taught in the county.

In due time, through their example, other schools were
started. The first one was superintended by Miss Mary Ann
Bill, daughter of the Rev. I. E. Bill. This one began in
1845 and was located at Nictaux. It continued until 1851.
Others in time followed—one at Middleton. established by
ar. Charles Chesley. His principal was Miss Susan Hop-
kins, a graduate of Mount Holyoke. Mr. Fitch perpetuated
the Annapolis Co® aty boarding schools by establishing one
at Clarence, which, like the others. proved very useful. The
higher culture and education among the women of Annapolis
County can be traced, in a large measure, to the schools
taught by the Misses Wiswall on the old homestead, founded
by their grandfather when in a wilderness state, but left to
them by him a home of beauty on the banks of the Annapolis
River.

The memory of the Rev. John Wiswall, missionary of the
S. P. G., is fragrant and honoured. He and his descendants
have done much in moulding that part of Annapolis County
where their lives thus far have been spent.




