Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original L'Institut a micrcfilmeé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of plaire qui sont peut-&étre uniques du point de vue bibli-
the images in the reproduction, or which may ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,
significantly change the usual method of filming are ou qui peuvent exiger une modification dans la métho-

checked below.

Coloured coveris /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagee

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps / Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

yd
Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

\/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along

interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de
Fombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
intérieure.

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have been
omitted from filming / Il se peut que certaines pages
blanches ajoutées lors d’une restauration
apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
possible, ces pages n’ont pas été filmées.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below /
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10x 14x 18x

de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommageées

Pages restored and/or laminated /

Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

y Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

v

Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualite inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary material /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,
tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une
pelure, etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de fagon a
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or
discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages s’opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des décolorations sont
filmées deux fois afin d’obtenir ia meilleure image
possible.

26X 30x%

12x 16x 20x

24x 28x 32x



NEWFOUNDLAND.

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO THE

FINANCIAL CRISIS IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

(In continuation of [H.C.—104] March 1895.)

Presented to both Mouges of Pavliament by Command of Wer Majesty.
28¢th March 1895, o

‘ LONDON::
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE,
' BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE,
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from

EYRE axp SPOTTISWQODE, Easr Haroive Streer, FLeer Streer, FE.C., and
32, ABiNGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or,

JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, Hanover STrEET, EDINBURGH, and
90, Wesr N StrEET, GLASGOW; or

HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lunrep, 104, Grarrox SrrEET, DUBLIN.

. 1895.
[C.—7686.] Price 1d.



CONTENTS.

S;r(i)nl From or to whom. Date. { Subjeet. Page.
= v %
1895.
1 | Sir F. H. Evans, M.P. March 7 Expresses regret that Her Majesty’s Government | 1
! have not seen fit to render the slightest aid to the
Colony, and suggests that, looking to the delay
which must attend the arrival of the Commissioner,
the Governor should be instructed to furnish
immediate relief.
2 | Sir Terence O’Brien | (Rec. Mar. 8) | Forwards a message from his Ministers, pointing | 1
Telegraphie. out that assistance to enable the Savings Bank to
(Extract.) meet demands would materially lesseu the proba-
: bility of further distress, and asking that' the |,
Commissioner may be a man wholly unconnécted |* *
with the Colony.
3 | To Sir Terence March 9 Requests information as to the extent of the indebted- 2
O'Brien. Telegraphic, ness of the Colonial Government to the banks.
(Extract.)
4 | Sir Terence O’Brien | (Ree. Mar, 11) | In reply to telegram of March 9, gives figures | 2
Telegraphic. showing the indebtedness of the Government to
(Extract.) the banks and of the banks to the Savings Bank.,
5 Ditto - - | (Ree. Mar. 14) | Reports that the Savings Bank have borrowed | 2
Telegraphic, another $100,000 from the Bank of Montreal.
(Extract.)
6 | To Sir Terence March 15 Informs him that Sir Herbert Murray has been | 3
O’Brien. Telegraphic. appointed Relief Commissioner, and will sail on
March 21st, and authorises him in the meantime to
draw upon Her Majesty’s Government up to
5,000/, for the temporary relicf of urgent cases.
7 | Sir Terence O’Brien |(Rec. Mar. 15.) | Reports that he hopes to be able to keep down | 3
Telegraphic. distress until Sir H. Murray arrives, and that he
will only draw in case of emergency-
8 | To Sir F. H. Evacs - March 15 Declines to admit that Her Majesty’s Government | 3
are in any way responsible for the present state of
affairs, and states that his suggestion as to im-
mediate relief will be adopted.
9 | To Sir H. H. Murray.! March 20 Conveys instructions for his guidance in the dis- | 3
tribution of relicf.
10 | To Sir  Terence March 22 Informs him that Her Majesty’s Government cannot | 5
O'Bricn. , Telegraphic. undertake to give assistance to the Savings Bank.
11 Ditto - - Muarch 22 | Instructs him that any unexpended balance of the | 5
i 5000/ already advanced should be transferred to
| the credit of Sir H. Murray on his arrival.
12 Ditto - -1 March 23 J Transmits copy of correspondence with the Bank of | 5

Montreal relative 1o the advance of a sum of
15,00017. to the credit of Sir H. Murray.




NEWFOUNDLAND.

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO THE

FINANCIAL CRISIS IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 1.

Sik F. H. EVANS M.P. to COLONIAL OFFICE.
(Received March 8, 1895.)

[Answered by No. 8.]

My Lorp, 23, Grosvenor Place, S.W., March 7, 1895.

I am in receipt of a communication* from the Colonial Office in answer to my
letter to ycur Lordship of the 25th ultimo,* and I must express my regret that Her
Majesty’s Government have not seen fit to render to Newfoundland the slightest aid in
this moment of her grave and serious trouble—a trouble ‘which, in my opinion, has
been caused indirectly, but mainly, by the action of Her Majesty’s Government.

I have advised the Government of Newfoundland of this refusal.

I think it right, however, to point out to Her Majesty’s Government that the analogy
between Newfoundland and the other Coloniés of the Empite—to which reference is
made in the reply which T have received to my request on behalf of the Newfoundland
Government—is not one which can be seriously maintained. The Imperial Government
would not readily have interfered in a Treaty of vital importance to the Australian
Colonies as they did in the case of Neéwfoundland, or, if they had, and serious financial
trouble had resulted, the Imperial Government would have had to bear the responsibility
and their share of the cost, which they decline to do in thé case of Newfoundland,
which is infinitely less able to bear such a strain and where the figour of the climate
makes suffering so hard to bear.

With respect to the offer of Her Majesty’s Government to meet the more pressing
needs of the people by sending out a Commissioner to inquire and report on what
assistance is absolutely necessary, I beg to mention that at this season of the year three
weeks or a month may elapse before the arrival of such a Commissioner in St. John’s,
and that this cannot be unknown to Her Majesty’s Government. Further, that if there
were any real desire on the part of this Government to help the distress of the people of
Newfoundland it would be more readily shown if they would instruct the Governor to
tender immediate relief pending the arrival of the Comunissioner, in case the Government
'of Newfoundland accept this offer of charity, when their request has met with such
absoluté refusal of all aid asked on bebalf of the Colony.

: I am, &c.,

FRANCIS EVANS,
Special Commissioner of the
Government of Newfoundland.

-No. 2.
Sm TERENCE O’BRIEN to the MARQUESS: OF RIPON.
(Received March 8, 1895.)
TELEGRAPHIC.

, [Answered by No. 10.]
 (Extract.) ‘
 Am requested to forward following : ’

My Ministers appreciate the careful consideration given by Her Majesty’s Government

to the application of the Special Commissioner, but, judging from your Despatch of 5th

* Nos. 21 and 22 in [H.C. 104] March 1895.
o 86628. Wt 27068, A2
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instant,* Her Majesty’s Government evidently fail to appreciate the condition of the
Colony. Referring to former Despatches it will be seen that no loans were asked for or
contemplated being made to mercantile firms or banks nor eleemosynary aid solicited.
The failure of very many mercantile firms and the only twe vanks in the Colony, with
the exception of the Savings Bank, has embarrassed:the Government and the community.
In the insolvent banks were deposited 200,000/. of the Savings Bank funds wanted for
current requirements. The insolvent banks were also the (Government depositories, and
from them the Government drew such funds as they required. 'The funds of the Savings
Bank deposited in the insolvent banks, being preferential, are perfectly safe, though
unavailable for many months. By this failure and the discredit attaching to the Colony
thereby the Government are temporarily deprived of the meauns of meeting promptly the
claims of depositors in Savings Bank, which by law are guaranteed by Government, and
Government’s own requiremeunts for some time to come without a loan, which can only
be obtained on its unaided credit, at the moment, at exorbitant rate of interest. If my
Government can place the Savings Bauk in a position to meet all the probable demands
of depositors immediately, the probability of further distress will be materially lessened.

As Her Majesty’s Government have decided on sending Commissioner for the purposes
expressed in your Despatch of 5th instant,* my Ministers, desiring a disinterested report
and distribution of the funds placed at his disposal, repectfully request that a stranger
wholly unconpected at any time, either officially or commercially, with the Colony,
should be appointed. My Ministers desire that copy of this message be forwarded to
Evans, Special Commissioner, to save cost second message, and they most respectfully
solicit early reply, as prompt action necessary.

No. 3.

Tue MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sm TERENCE O’BRIEN.
{Sent March 9, 1895.)

TrLEGRAPHIC.

[Answered by No. 4.]
(Extract.)
Can you inform me how much the Colonial Government was indebted to the banks
when they failed ?  Also how much the banks were indebted to Savings Bank at that
time, and how much at the present time ? ‘ ‘

No. 4.

Sir TERENCE O’BRIEN to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received March 11, 1895.) '

"TELEGRAPHIC.
(Extract.) ,

In reply to your telegram of the 9th March,} on 15th December Colonial
Government was indebted to the Union Bank 868,000 dollars, Union Bank was indebted
to Savings Bank 969,000, Commercial Bank was indebted to Savings Bank 430,000; at
present time, Government to Union Bank 635,000, Union Bank to Savings Bank
650,000, Commercial Bank to Savings Bank 391,000, Savings Bank to the Bank of
Montreal 100,000.

No. 5.

Sk TERENCE O’BRIEN to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received March 14, 1895.)

TELEGRAPHIC.
(Extract.)
The Savings Bank have now borrowed another 100,000 dollars at 6 per cent. payable
on demand from the Bank of Montreal, against preferential claim on the Commercial
Bank for the same sum and double the amount in Colonial bonds.

* No. 23 in [H.C. 104] March 1895. 1 No. 3.
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No. 6.

Tae MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sz TERENCE O’BRIEN.
(Sent March 15, 1895.)

TELEGRAPHIC.

Sir Herbert Murray, K.C.B., formerly Chairman Board of Customs, has been
appointed Relief Commissioner, and will sail by mail steamer on 21st March. Meantime
you may draw upon Her Majesty’s Government through Bank of Montreal at St. Johu’s
up to 5,0000 for temporary relief to urgent cases which private relief agencies caunot
meet, until arrival of Commissioner, to whem you should give accounts of expenditure,
which should be made on your own responsibility.

No. 7.

Sik TERENCE O’BRIEN to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.
(Received March 15, 1895.)

‘TELEGRAPHIC.

Referring to your telegram of 15th March,®* have seen Bishop of Newfoundland,
President of Clergy Relief Committee, and hope to be able with aid available and
expected to keep down distress till Murray arrives. I shall therefore only draw in
case of emergency.

No. 8.
COLONIAL OFYICE to Sk F. H. EVANS, M.P.

Sz, Downing Street, March 15, 1895.

I am directed by the Marquess of Ripon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 7th iustant,} commenting on the refusal of Her Majesty’s Government to
guarantee the interest on a loan to be raised by the Government of Newfoundland.

I am to state, in reply, that Her Majesty’s (gr’overnment cannot admit that there is any
foundation for the statement in your letter that the present trouble in that Colony has
been caused indirectly, but mainly, by the action of Her Majesty’s Government.

The causes of the present deplorable crisis in the affairs of the Colony must be sought
elsewhere than in any action ofpthe Imperial Government.

I am to add that his Lordship is glad to inform you that the Lords Commissioners
of the Treasury have, on his recommendation, adopted your suggestion that the Governor
should be authorized to tender immediate relief in any urgent cases pending the arrival of
the Commissioner in the Colony.

The duty of distributing the relief which Parliament will be asked to vote has been
accepted by Sir Herbert Murray, K.C.B., late Chairman of the Board of Customs, who will
sail for Newfoundland by the first mail steamer, on the 21st instant.

I am, &ec., '
R. H. MEADE.
No. 9.
COLONIAL OFYICE to Sir HERBERT H. MURRAY.
Siz, Downing Street, March 20, 1895.

1. I am-’directed by the Marquess of Ripon to acguaint you that, with the
concurrence of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, he has appointed you Special
Commissioner to proceed to Newfoundland, to inquire into and report on the distress
prevalent in that Colony owing to the commercial crisis through which it is passing.

2. His Lordship understands that you are prepared to proceed St. John’s, vid Halifax,
by the steamer of the 21st instant, and on your arrival at that place you should consuit
with the Governor and his Ministers as to the arrangements connected with your mission
and the mode of procedure, but you will, of course, understand that in all questions

* No. 6. { No. 1.
A3
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affecting the application of the funds placed at your disposal you are to decide on your
own responsibility and your decision will be final.

3. As far as practicable you should endeavour to visit the various centres of distress,
and as there are believed to be relief comwittees at work both in St. John's and the
outports, you will no doubt find it convenient to place yourself in communication with
them, and satisfy yourself as to how far, if at all, they might be trusted with the
distribution of relief, and you will, of course, be careful to avoid anything calculated to
discourage or diminish the efforts of such committees in obtaining and distributing
relief from private sources. ‘

4. Should you think it undesirable to avail yourself of the services of those committees
or any of them, you may appoint other committees or agents, for the distribution of
relief in their several districts, and as far as possible you will control and supervise
their action, and will determine the classes of persons to be relieved, the limits of relief
in individual cases, and the form of relief, whether in food, clothes, stores, or money.

5. The relief should be confined to cases of actual distress, and, in the case of able-
bodied men, should be directed as far as possible to enable them to get work, to
maintain themselves and their families while engaged in the fishery, and to provide
themselves with stores and implements required for the fishery.

6. In many cases the assistance required may be an immediate advance of money or
stores rather than charity, and you will in such cases make general arrangements for the
repayment of such advances and for obtaining security for them, should you think that
this could usefully be required. ‘ ' T

7. In case any of the stores which you may find it desirable to have at your disposal
arve such as could be obtained from Naval or Military stores, you may find it convenient
to arrange for obtaining them from the dep6t at Halifax, with the understanding that the
cost of replacing them will be charged to the relief vote.

8. You will at your discretion make advances of money or stores to the several
comuwittees or agents from time to time; and in the case of existing committees their
receipts will be a sufficient discharge for you as it is contemplated that the Vote will be
taken, as far as possible, as a grant in aid of other funds locally raised with the same
object, but in the event of your making a purchase of stores you should, of course, obtain
receipts in the usual foim. a :

9. In the case of any local committee or agent appointed by you, they should also be
required to forward to you weekly an account of their disbursements, whether in money
or stores, with such vouchers as it may be possible to procure, and these accounts and
vouchers should be transwitted by you with your account to the Accounting Officer of
this IJepartment.

~10. You will report your proceedings to this Department from time to time, sending
requisitions by telegraph as to the amount of yc.r pecuniary requirements, which will
be met through the branch of the Bank of Montreal at St. Jobhn’s, '

11, While engaged on this mission you will receive your actual travelling expenses
and an allowance of 30s. a night (while on the mail steamer, 10s. a night) and a sum of
50/. for such outfit as may be required by the severity of the climate, and ycu will also
be allowed such sum as you may consider necessary for clerical assistance and the
examination of accounts.

12. You will probably be unable to visit the various parts of the Treaty Shore and the
Labrador Coast, but the Commodore of the Fishery Squadron, Captain The Honourable
A. G. Curzon-Howe, will be instructed to place himself in communication with you, and
you will probably be able to make satisfactory arrangements for the distribution of relief
in these districts through the agency of him and his officers.

13. A collection of printed papers relating to the financial crisis is enclosed, and you
will see from it that the Colonial Government has applied to Her Majesty’s Government
for assistance to the Government Szvings Bank upon which there bas been for some
time & continuous run. S

14. Hev Majesty’s Government have felt unable to entertain this application, but,
should the institution be unfortunately compelled to close its doors -during your stay in
the Isfand, you will be at liberty to consider how far it may be practicable and advisable
to- make advances to necessitous depositors on the security of their deposits, and it may
be of assistance to you in the discharge of your mission to obtain a list of the depositors
and the sums standing to their credit from the Colonial Government, who control, and
are responsible for, the Savings Bank.
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15. The Governor was informed that, pending your arrival, & sum of 5,000 had been
placed to his credit at the Bank of Montreal, but he has intimated in reply that he does
not think it will be necessary for him to make use of any part of it.

16. Should he, however, find it necessary to do so, he will furnish you with an account
of its distribution.

I am, &c.,
R. H. MEADE.

No. 10.

Tue MARQUESS OF RIPON to S TERENCE O'BRIEN.
{Sent March 22, 1895.)

TELEGRAPHIC.

Referring to your telegram of 8th March,* reasons which precluded Her Majesty’s
Government from acceding to application for guarantee for Colonial bonds apply equally
to application on behalf of Savings Bank; therefore Her Majesty’s Govermnent canunot
undertake to give assistance to it.

No. 11.
Tue MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sm TERENCE O’'BRIEN.

Sir, Downing Street, March 22, 1895.

In my telegram of the 15th instant,t I informed you that Her Majesty’s
Government had placed at your credit at the Branch of the Bank of Montreal at
St. John’s a sum of 5,000/, to enable you to provide for the temporary relief of urgent
cases of distress, and in your reply of the 16th instant,f you informed me that you
hoped that the funds already available would be sufficient for dealing with the distress
until Sir H. Murray’s arrival, and that you would not draw upon the fund unless in
case of emergency.

Sir H. Murray has now left for the Colony, and if, on his arrival, you have not found it
necessary to draw the whole of the sum placed to your credit, you should arrange for
the transfer of any balance to his account, so that the whole amount expended may be
accounted for in one account by him.

I enclose, for your iuformation, a copy of the instructions§ given to Sir H. Murray.

I have, &e.,
RIPON.
4
No. 12.
Tee MARQUESS OF RIPON to S;ie TERENCE O’BRIEN.
Sir, Downing Street, March 23, 1895.

Wire reference to my Despatch of the 22nd instant,|| forwarding a copy of the
instructions issued to Sir Herbert Murray, as Special Commissioner for the Relief of
Distress in Newfoundland, I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information,
and for communication to him, copies of correspondence that has passed with the Bank
of Montreal respecting a sum of 15,000/, which has been advanced to his credit here, in
addition to the sum of 5,000/, which was remitted to you for the same service through
the Treasury Chest Officer at Halifax.

1 have, &c.,
RIPON,

* No. 2. t No. 6. 1 No. 7. § No. 9. | No. 11. 9 Not printed.
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