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The National

Transcontinental
'

Railway

,«&U^^hJ Tori&s

estroy the Project

"I chaitejihU (Borden) Gontrnmrat with
having, from the day it came into power,
proceeded to givey the Grand Trunk Puifie
Company reason for not takiAf over the
National Tranacontinental RaUway?'— Extract
fr(nh f!peech of Hon. Geo. P. Graham, Haute of
Commons, March 16, 1916.
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The National

Transcontinental Railway

PERSISTENT EFFORTS OF THE TORIES TO DESTROY
THE PROJECT.

Th« people of Canada are convenant with the hUtory
of the great enterpriM, known a« the National Trana-
continental Railway. In 1903, Sir Wilfrid, with the vision
of Canada'* growing grestneM and the ever increaaing
neceeaity for better transportation facilities, announced
hi* intention of having another transcontinental line of
railway constructed. History ha* shown the wisdom of
this decision, for this line is the only one that runs entirely
through Canadian territory. The greatest of all European
wars, in which Canada has been engaged, has brought this
home very forcibly to the people. Neither of the other
two great transcolttinental lines is able to transport the
militia across the country without change of route, be-
cause each of these lines runs for some distance through
United State* territory. The National Transcontinental
is the only one that is all on Canadian soil.

In 1904, this project was referred to the people in a
general election and ^r Wilfrid was authorized to proceed
with the wor'i. In £taiQA.^irolFyg^;8*1P8M|strenuously
by the Conservative jsppositient *ai they iojAht it in the
campaign with great.l^ttJrttt*k.>h».tb«iil4e4ion of 1908,
it being then under construc^orTnC^Mmilfltfn the target
for the hostile criticism of the opposition. In fact, it was the
chief plank in the Tory platform, but, after hearing all their
criticismand denunciation, the people instructed SirWilfrid
to "finish his work," which he proceeded to do with great



•mrgjr until h* Uld down tk* ralna of offie* In Itll. The
Mhama, In lu«lf. wm M^iathing naw In tk« Dominion of
Canada. Th« Gran3~Trunk Pacific Company agraod to
build a Una from Winnipag to Print* Ruport on tha Pacific
Ocaan, for which it waa to ba aldad by Canada in th«
Kuarantaaihg of a eartain amount of bonda. Tha Govam-
mant undartook to construct a Una from Winnipag to
Moncton in Naw Brunswick, to ba.jaaaad, whan complatad,
to tha Grand Trunk Pacific Company, and to ba oparatad
by that Company in connection with iu lina from Winnipag
watt. Tha sUndard of tha .road was to ba of tha vary
highaat typa in ordar that tha product* of our great Wast
and tha manufactured goods of our great East, as well as
the goods from across the ocean, could be carried at the
lowest possible freigltt^rates. The Grand Trunk Pacific
Company would have preferred to have stopped the Trans-
conUnenUl at Cochrane, but the Laurier Government
insisted that it must run all tha way through Northern
OnUrio and Quebec and on down to the Maritime Provincea
to serve the needs of all the people, and finally this was
agreed upon.

One would have thought that, after the people of
Canada has on two different occasions decisively approved
pf this great work, the opposition to it would have ceased,
but that was not th'e case. The Tory party, have never
ceased for one moment in their effo;^ to decry and, if

possible, injure this, the people's own railway.



Party First in Everything

In critidainif the cost of the National TraniconUnental Rail-
my, the Nationaliit-Conaervative leaden had two objeets in view,
one to injure the liberal Party if poiuble, and the other to dia-
eredit the undertaking itaelf. In their utter recklessneas, they
uoceeded in iniuring not only themselves, but in greatly im-

" pairing the credit of the countiy and its enterprises, and brought
down on tktir heads thf condemnation of Canada's leadmg
bualDeis men.

In 1908, one of the most brilliant ^niters in America, who
had bem rtgaged in preparing campaign literature for one of the
political parties in the United States, was secured to compile
statistics ami manufacture statements that it was fondly hoped
would ^leck the Liberal Administration and render it imposuble
foi^tite National Transcontinental to be financed. The pi^phlet
was writtep and the printer's proofs read in the city of Twonto,

' the intention beinir to have it circulated too late in the campaign
to admititf refuti ^n. The plotwas discovered and ^e pamphfet
vras not printed, l the material it was to contain was sent to a

- Yankee newspapet and this paper was circulated by Uie tons
throiudiout Canada. This attack assured the public that
the Road would cost, even though constn'ctea with the
utmoat economy and care, every cent it has cest, and that in
consequence of tliis great expenditure, the fixed charges would
be too heavy to permit of cheap freight and passenger rates
being secured.

The partisan finduigs which George Lynch-Staunton and
Frederi<± Gutelius made later, charging extravagance and waste

- in construction, are completdy answered by the Conservative
campaign document of 1908, which assjtod the people that it

would cost what it has coat without*any extraVaJiance or waste.

Every session of Parliament, the ^Conservative Party
when in opposition, assailed this great national undertaking
in the most reckless manner but without av^l, and tibe Uberd
Government continued to carry out the mandate of the eiectcm,
to construct this grea<;Jiighway up to the high standard on which
it was started.



FUTILE EFFORTS OF THE HIRF.D KNOCKERS.

prove it. that onV«!^^io"d£^a'renrd^1^,'1 *«

line. ttrckrdlaTpaiiflc Sft^ "^ """P'oy" "^ «" "pK
«p:i'^tiS oW/t s:rwS:Vd^'. *»•«" *'"«"« --
press and wired to the centL or<.f^if!?*'-

"'*'^: P*»» ^ ">«

Finding on hj. retorn^it £ SS-JiL ..
>«««' *or Europe,

report.V honlS m.?Z.K STi! ^f "Ik"! «n «o ddraid tCL

other imporunt tX^nyT^i^^'^ •upprw.^l and

f.ct.?:„d"iirn«ri«crwuh^ **,,'"• '" «'•«•"- »' »»>•

common smm In «»- . ? "Uway practice or even

Hb.r.t.lyrA'uotiBTthiTJ^rXtnef:"''*' ^ «'-

their cfcraJ?o^^TetSrex".^t?,"H''-°^ «™,"' «> ^ <="-««•

shut theS eves to tfeISce •^n^H th''''" *'"'i?>^™*' ^''^y
and declared that Forty Miufon Tffi!i, *5T Pa^isan mouths;
in constructing the fi'Sd to too hJK S„&"''^' •''"^^^



Tran2r/t&''J^^^ th. Chairman of the ex-
d^Hied to take theT"deSw of M?" Ch«H« a*^"'' ^^- ""^
M-CommWoner. ^- Charier, A. Young, another

.bIe51X«?5,X^^o'^y"S{?ft ^'ora)^/"-
P^i— we™

ENTRANCE TO WINNIPEG.

of th?X"oftrffi°oras'co?„ffi'"' »"^i»
•"'*«

Government Road should have goTClnto^K?!^"*"'.?'"* the
thus endangering the IIvm of th^ ^,.1 ""5^ •"» **« '"vel,
rtreet. of &. BraifaM The riW=?^P'* ancT Jertroying the
CommiMion, elevated fho ?^ u^™ Government, through its
«Jr line, ^d the WonSilT* !1^.**'« City w"th in
Wtanioeg of any .SC*Tl^„^^h« fe* »"*"?? intoWtoniMg of any railway.^^nn mv*

^t en'^mce into

>«rbovernment C proud ihat i^^hJ^S^^IL ~''''u
*»>«Ubei

* I """"' "ros proud that

ment Road pUSZndfi'STts'^S.Si'' '""^ ^''"'^

incoJKiS^SuWetekS^*^' tatute had" been violated

Jhops are «i^t^7to wSI°™To'S!^'/ >•* the.'^pair
they went so far as to mXL Si S'?***' ',? conclusion.
Nothing further need iMiSdT ^'"'*' -'^ *• P'«- •

CONTRARY TO LAW. TO fACT 4 RAILWAY PRACTICE.

milJlons. This finding wm^Xw.^^ ^'"".*' ^ ^^'^ wasted many
Htterly indefensibleXrKS?^'" "' P^'rtisanship and sb

evenpn„ted.bybeginnin^^^^S„Tsi&shXXe^^

of aM. E^rTpilte^J^rm'&r^^^^ °H«?ageous
asked, said that Messrs Ttw,^* ^*°*' whoM opinion was
entirelv wrong aL to S^IaJf" Tife^Tp^f *°^, ^"telius were
Sir Allen Aylesworth ex MTriu+i f t ^•' «entlemen included,
C. J. Doherty, M-P MinLteJ^nf°V'?"'=* |P%Canada; Hon
Deputy Minister oj'usdce^H Atkh^rL^-, h Newcombe,
Transcontinental ComSo'n- W H%^:, '^^^'xr^l^*'''' "^ *e
B«,wn, K.C., one of UoTAloS.^Bl.^'i^.^' ""'•



To get a decirive opinion as to the facts and good ndlway
practice, the case was submitted to the late Sir M^JUrat Whyte,
Vice-President of the Canadian Pacific Railway, as arbitrator and
here is his finding:

,
"With respect to the shops at Transcona, consideiing

their location and the circumstances under which they
were produced and furnished, and the specificatitns; and
mterpreting the s^d agreements and Acts in the ligjit of
modem railway practice and considering the contemplated
'ise of the said eastern division ^y other railways, I awwd,
order and determine that the said shops are to be regivdea
as and are a portion of the said eastern diviMon within
the mtent and meaning of the said agreements of the 29th
of July, 1903, and the 18th of February, 1904, and Acts
confirming the same.

^^
"I further award, order and determine that all repair

^^shops at divisional points are to be regsurded as and area
"portion of said eastern division within the intent and
meaning of the said agreements of.the 29th of J»ly, 1908.

I'and of the 18th of February, 1904, and of the Acts con-
„^n"ug the same, I conader these are a material part <rf

« « railway and necessary convenience for its proper and
efficient operation.

WM. WHYTE."

Yet in the face of the opinion of all of these eminent lawyesi
named, and in defiance of the emphatic aw^ of Sir ^duam
Whyte, Lynch-Staunton and Gutelius had the audacity to find,
in their report, that all these men were wrong and that the
shops should not have been constructed by the Government,

George S. Hodgins, Mechanical Enrineer, of New York, was
employed as an expert by the Nationalist-Conservative Govern-
ment to examine these shops and report. His report, in brief,vw that the shops had been erected and equipped "d&eaply,
efficiently and wisely with a view to future growth."
report the Commission suppressed.

GRADES AND CURVES.
i

Messrs. Lyncb-Stuanton and Gutelius, contrary to the best
and most modem raiTway practice, found that millions could have
been saved if the grades of the National Transcontinental had
been steeper and the curves sharper. This was also in defiance
of the fact that the people had, on two occasions at the polls,

8



ordered theLiberal Gk>veniment to construct the hie^ert standardw road. The C<Hnmission sfdd that what are known as velocity
5™*'?,}'^ ??° ™>* "P''''' ""^ down), ahould have been intro-

« n a- " ^"P®^ ™ *^® House of CommoM, the ex-Mlnirter
of RaHwaM (Hon. Mr. Graham) quoted Mr. J. B. Bory, the
most prominent authority on grades and curves in America, to
show that this undulating construction Is whdly impracticable
on a nw trunk hne in our Canadian climate if the efficiency of
Uie road is not to be impaired. Mr. Berry also added that the
Oo^isnon s eshmate of saving that miait have been effected
by this cheaper construction, was the "wUdest kind of a guess."
The SMiecMi be said of the criticism about curves. If • cheaper
road had been constructed, it evidently would have cost
less and the line would have been inferior and not superior.

-- WOODEN STRUCTURES.

These Nationalist-Conservative Commissionera thought
wooden structures sufficientiy good for the National Trans-
continental and had the effrwitery to say that millions had
been wasted in using steel structures. To use wooden structures
on this Ime mtended for heavy through traffic through a new
country^th all the possibilities of fire, would have been criminal.
ITils was too sUly even for the Nationalist-Conservative Govern-
ment, and they went ri^t on putting in steel structures.

SUB-CONTRACTS.
i

The«e two partiwns, also, in their criticism, found that Om
great Railway should have been constructed without any 8ul»-
omtracts having been let. This contention was so utterly
ridiculous that it carried with it its own refutation. No great
work of this kind on the American continent has ever TJeen

S'",^-^*/?^"'**"* **® **"'' ^'"8 sub-let in smaller sections by
the Chief Contractor. Chief Contractors are men of means and
of abdity to do things and they are compelled by the Government
to put up ample security that the work will be properly per-
formed, which smaller contractora could not posnbly do.

These are only samples taken from this outrage sent broad-
cast m the name of a reports The Government showed its utter
oMitempt for what the Commissioners said or did, by proceedmg
to do «»e very things these ^rfred partisans of theirs condemned.

^



JUST A FEW.

nght to buiW rep^K ThP R^^® ^'iS'^*''.* ''^d no
servative Govemm^at ,S^ d ?^'^4®°4 Nationalist-Con-
repair shops It'^^ LXwhe.^"*™'*^ ^'^ "^^ «'«=«°" <*

<?lato of this kind, pSttie loSSSS?®"* "^Ji^^ ^® '>'«8est
amount which had b^n a^ded H^wi.™?^ *^ «'°"»>le the
Arbitration Board.

^'^^e'l him by the Liberal Government

shouid'Lve'Si" The B*„ ^^^S-^^' ^t™'^*^
Government, duringtihe yei- thk rpn„i?**'*"^'*^^°»«'^«ve
less than 56 steel st^cbi^^nH t^/A??"^

was made, ordered no
with much heat,^^W-j3l^«^X74S&^^«"'«^'

wastS' to^^'^S'^f^"* P«^J in saying.that it was money
Government hasS fitted hS* ,^^ "^'tenths, but the
to be restore,, and^^tnrSrsSfl^rah^b^SJ^^-

manySW'«.^Zwe^i^^""«/^«' ^""^d « '«« of

Sai-n^«S3|nUteela^^^^^
el^where. everyonerwlicW&SteiJSLig^^S
ocean to ,^! Ah^''a^hoUy on Cai^i«. teiritory from
proved. The ottSr two tanZnttn^rnP*'"'?^ ^^<^y ^^
a portion of their disZic^o^^h^S.^nTi^o^'"^" "^ for
not carry troops from thfAtian^ t-,^4. ^d *^^ ^^^ '^^ co'dd
their oWii lineT tS Grand T™SWt/^4i *'*<'?««'er over
Canada that caii do thta^^

^ ^"^^^ ^ *•>« """y Road in

WORTH THE MONEY.

it has^ort^&^cSSd^fJ^^^"^^^ « ^"rth every dollar
few-pointsS °hTBJ,,If»n xff-'' »

^'K^i standard (except at a
ment has impaJ^ it| effiSbw tW'^^^°'i*'^*«^e Govern,
that its haufing^iacf^t^

i
'iu*''' ?°^<' ^^^ remedied)

TranscontinentelSSr fn ^Terw" 1°""" *^** "^ ^y other
a^eel structures ^^t^^'^^^StA^^^^.^^^^

10



the road onginaUy cost.
°' ™^P construction than

jequire no such e^dk,™ o^T^^*.'^? ^^'''^ K^eat highway wH?

?f Wilfrid, showed that SMMOOof(Bwf^ ^ Parliament by

SL1"*S- °" .y'^'^h the CoZ^K, fJ*"y^ preceding

wpenence. The moH, "ZtZ aK"^ ''^•''^ ^^e samf
structed by the Grand T^nkP^ifi^t *m* P'^i,™ section con-

.
just like the Government^inn^£^ Railway Company, have
was anticipated.

**^'°° '^^ "any millions mo^ than'

n^entJ^ucftMe'SSte^^^^^^ ''"' ^^^ ^^ ^^e Govem-
which full knowledge co™ldonrt SJ^'T'^ territory, abZt
gressed. To secure thfverrZhsi^.fi'i^!]^*',^ the wwk pro- '

expensive, Millions rould ^avi^W^"^^ °^ ^o^^ ^^ proved

i; iT -ft^f^P'e of Canada authori^ thl V^-iT "1 ^°<^ ^K^in in
to build tfiis raUway inTmS S^i^^.J^'*^'^^ Government

were made and the cU.to'lS^^,\-^-^he^t ^c^^^^^

theop^^.^'anXllTLi?v£^li'!?'^^^ Can
sbll Save a reasoS profitTT^d^i°P^™!?K "charges and
Parlwment, during the S^on of iom ^'"«.,*his question in .

some statistics to the ^i tfi^^*'
H°"- ^r. Graham gave

C9mpared the inve^ent to otw §^/*^ illuminating. hI
high a standard as t^NattonalTL?^'^^^^' »"* nearly"* of lo
of the latter.

J^iational Transcontmental, with the cost

housSr'^siffi 1^*^' Sr*^"'^' .^^"-^ »>--. --cl.
h-es, etc., the National^rSntte, ^™'"^i t«'eg«Pli
Prmceliupert has cost $85,Oeo!w,5wma^' Moncton to

inclutfm^aSJ^b.SfttLra'^a^^^
$15,000.00 to

H



$26,000.00 per mile ia $78,000.00 per mile Two W..f--. ii

will„pay. Bere IS a moderate calculation, stwoee the eS

12 •



Groas revenue per day
n.^_^**P^*'on per day WKe^XXA- '76,600.00

•^-
14.800.00

Total daUy cost,... ^Tr
-_ „

'"
40,800.00 40,300.00

Net Revenue per day
"

But to h.
'

136,200.00

ftirther .^educ^ ^^ m^le^f'^^- t^is mount might be

with economy and honesty! ^ ""^ '^P'e "^ Canada, Md

IT IS WCITH THE MONEY.

Government was defeated to mt t^'^^ a^te' the™S

continent5Tt^4.^]"iftration, never a friend of the>,^«.

for not executing the lease whB^fC"'^^ 3"«1 f'lraish it ctcusm^ place the Borden^venfmiJf IS*^'^^ comple^. ^n^

18'



is concerned there is no Mi^r Thi^« f^ p ®Ji ^?r«?»*
rtration in its wUd^i*(V^^««ft„V^ i

^^ Borden Admini-

KJSn?r^J ffi*'
'^^*™*^ °" ^""^ P"^'^^ ^^

»I. u^" jf""» dwiroui of Mcurint . copy of t^. toMch «#
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