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siesssssessassssThon ahalt stand
" A Deily, sweet WOMAN, and be worship’d.~ ——Fonn

Liber enim, servus, plebs, princeps, dives, egenus,
Junior alque serex, seu mas, seu femina,
N Ilus abit venie. GRECURTIUS.

Freedmu.n and Slave, Prince, People, Panper, all,
The weslthy, and the abject, young and old

All ranks and sexes, ages and degrees,

None are excuaed (0

Tre same thoucrht that constltutes the point
of the verse with which my last number conclugd-
ed, but imaged in a nobler and more extended
form, appears in the f'ollowmg imitation of Me-
leager. - _ _

: R 1) wo.\mx. o
- OGR! Thou by Heaven ordain’d to be -
Arbitress of man’s destiny ! : o o
. ¥From thy dear breast one tender sigh—
One glerice from thine approving eye—
Canp raise or bend .him at tbhy will,
']‘o virtues noblest flights, or worst extremes'of ifl.

Woman' *tis thine to cleanse hls hesrt
. ,From every gross, nnholy part; . s
Thine, in domrestic solitude, . ’
To win.him o be wise and good :
His pattern, guide, and driexd to be, : X
.Aud gwe him back the Heaven he j‘ar_‘feztedfor thee.”

’Tls not the paradxse of Mahomet thatis alone io
"be founid in woman, ‘but, added to the mtoxxcatmg

-
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delights of love and rapture that are promised
through the voluptuous forms of his blackeyed
Houris to the faithful Moslem, the sex are endear-
ed to men of sense as patterns of every virtue;
for truly it is said in the quaint verse of Sir As-
ton Cockayne, - :

‘Why are the virtuvs every.one
Pictured as woman be,

" If uot to shew that they in them
Do more excel than we

powertul, and almost omnipotent on earth is wo-
man; the guide to Heaven on high, if left to
her own ingenuous nature ; the doomster of man
to misery unutterable, if made by him a curse;
she is the mother, the nurse, the preceptress,
the solace, the fiiend, the consolation, of man,
¢¢ proud man,’’ from earliest infancy to decrepid
age, and to the bed of death. .

¢ One charm exists, and only one below,
To heighlen pleasure and o lescen woe—

. MTis woman’s smile, that gilds the eheerfnl-day,
Tis woman's love that laughs the storm away.”

Well was it said by-a French author, whose name
¥ do not recollect, and whose words I quote from
memory, that without woman, Zes dewr cxtrémi-
" tés de la vie seraient sans secours, et le milieu sans .

plaisirs. ,T - L
From the contemplation of the sex; as faithfully
and amiably depicted by themuse of Marmion:
o Wheﬁ pain 4nd sickuess wring the brow, i
A ministering angel thon,” - .

the transition of-idea is easy to. the solemn one * -

of Death, *last scene of all, that ends this strange
eventful history.” - - ' T ’
.5« Death,” .says Epicurus, - is nothing' to us,
" because. when Death is, we are not; and when

’
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we are, Death is not.”> But the vulgar confound
Death with the act of dying, which they consider
as an accumulation, or rather as the acme, of the
evils of life. . Every thing that is called into ex-
istance is subject to the sentence of* Death. . Fate
is inexorable and impartial, and from his Couit
there is no appeal. : '
% ‘Phen die, O, mort:1 man, for thou wast born.**

“ Tt is impossible,”” says Swift, ¢ that so uni-

‘versal a thing as Death can be intended as'an ’

evil.”” - Yet was he for many years daily torment-
ed with the fear of death, ¢ my earliest visitation
and my last at even.” .The same weakness is
confessed by Erasmus, at a certain time of his
life, in a letter to a friend, ' :

¢¢ Cowards die many times before their deaths,
‘I'he valiant never taste of death but ohce.>

The debt of nature, incurred by our grant of
the lease of life, (which some men, wise in their
own conceit, have said they would not perhaps
have asked for had it not descended to them as
an inheritance,) must be paid by every one. No
‘merit, no excuses can avail: < for all is possible.
to Heaven but this,”” says our English Homer.
Death is the great levelier of the world. Other

_claims have been put in, bhut Love, and Night,
and Danger, are only temporary .or occasionab
levellers.” The first, indeed, may make * king

. Cophetua love the beggar-maid,” and under the
sable canopy of Night, ¢ all colours and distinc-
tions are forgot,”” but the fever of the one sub-
sides, and the dawn restores each hue to_its wont-'
ed splendour; whilst Danger is only one of the -
shades of Death. Education, habits, constitutiop, -
.and events, place Death in different points of view,
sometimes as a friend, sometimes as an enemy, .
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-but never in reality is it looked on.with indiffe-
rence. The Stoic may affect to contemn it, but
he is either acting a part, or his contempt is not
of Death but of Life. The thought of Lucan is
poetical, but not persuasive, that ¢ the Gods con-
ceal from men the happiness of Death that they
may endure life.”> Hobbes, afraid both of Night
and Death, and assouatmg those ideas in a mind,
notwithstanding its scepticism, not wholly divest-
ed of the dreams of the nursery, used to call the
latter ¢ the leap in the dark.” Where the appre-

_hension of Death, pxepared to strike, perpetually
haunts the imagination, life can aflord no happi-
ness. 'The horror of death is finely deplcted in

“Claudio’s speech:

‘ Ah! bnt {o die, and go we know not where, )
To lie in cold _obsiruction and to rot;

This seusible warm motion to become

A kneaded clod: sud the delighted spirit

Po buthe in fery .ﬂuods, or to reside.

du tlmllmg regions of thick-ribbed i ice; A L e

“*fo'be imyprisou’d in “the viewless W inds,
Aud blown with’ reslless Vlolcuce round about
- The pendent world ' : : - :
The wearicst and most, loathed worldly life, e
. That ege, ache, penury, "and imprisonment
. .Cun lay on natore, is a paradise .
'l.'o what we fear of Death.”

From. these d1stressmg images the poetry of
Garth tries to relieve us, (hlmself dymn’ in that
fmth ») assuring ‘us that

¢ To die is landmg on a fncndly uhorc,

‘Where billows never beat or tempeslu roar;
E’er we ‘can feel lhe fatal stroke *tis oer. e

" It has been often ‘said and seen that weepmtr‘-.

fuends, thé tolling bell, the plumed hearse, the

opening grave, are a.wful but. pulely dramatx(._-,,

terrm S
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Pompa mortis magis terret quam mors s‘f&a;

I'h’external pomp of death more awes the mind
T'hau all thet we in death itsclf can find,

These, as Young says, -

& Are the bugbears of a winter’s eve,
The Lorrors of the living, not the dead.”

But where nature is permitted to wear out by.
insensible decay, and disease does not immaturely
carry us off, as it does at all ages, our, departure
may be said to resemble falling asleep, for Death
and Sleep are very near relations. The Hindoos
have a saying which, though it has a smack of the
indolence of mind and of body produced by an
oriental climarte, traces the similarity with won-
derful accuracy. ¢ It is better,”” say their books,
¢ to walk than to run, it is better to sit than to
‘walk, it is better to lie down than to sit, it is bet-
ter to sleep thdn to wake, but Death is the-best
of all.” 1If we do not fall asleep in.the noon, or
evening of life, old age, like night, let the hour
be ever so protracted, closes our eyes at-last, and
may in the terse language used in an old play of -
John Heywood’s, be ranked with the heroes, the

conquerors, and devastators of the earthy  for if .

they be deserving of high honour and renown, -
then let men, says one of his interlocutors,

- ' celebrate the plagﬁe 5
_Or study glorious titles for QLD AGE, o
TFhat kills all those, whom nothing else can kilt.

Some men, and as has been instanced, wise
and clever men too, are tormented with the per-
sonification of Death, as if it had a positive exis. .
teuce, though, like Night, it has only a negative
being. -Yet Death is no such formidable enemy——
-Revenge despises it—Love slights it—Hogour as..
pires to it—Grief flies to it~—Fear pre-occupies it,

v
~



22 _
say observation and Lord Bacon—and Christia-
nity triemphs over it says Holy writ. . ¢ O death
where is thy. sting; O, grave, where is thy vic-
tory!” Poets, painters, prose and pulpit declaim-

_ers, have helped to make Death appear more ter-

rible. But much as it may become man to pre-
pare for Death, it“is perhaps more his duty, and
will even best prepare him for the change, to per-
form his-part steadily and usefully in the drama of

“life. ~ An active life, diversified by hurry, amuse-

ment, and a seasoning of difficulties, is the best
preservative against any dreary opinions of the
dissolution of the body. Yet perhaps those who
have most reasen to be pleased with sublunary -
things,- would not wish their time te come over
againi- Many who rise from the feast of life, su-
tisfied or cleyed with the Jength and variety of the
entertainment, (for life, like wine should not be
drank to the lees,) may consider Death as a small-
er evil than a continnation of existence: Scarcely .
oue in a thousand, it may be conjectured, how
happy soever his life may have been, would be
willing to return from the verge of' the grave, to
desire a repetition of pleasure from his sensations
or reflections, and to go through anew precisely
the same scenes he has already passed. Human
beings are not only made to look upwards, as Ovid
has it, ‘but to look forward. Curiosity and hope,
both powerful and enlivening feelings of huaman
nature, establish, independently even of philoso-
phy and religion, a belief in the immortality of

. the soul, and confidence in the beneficence of our

Creator. But as this world is the only one its in.-
habitants have been in, or can have any accurate
conception of, very few wish to change their cer-
tainty for the prospect of a better; and very few
-are in haste to perform the last scene of the mor-
tal drama. - Calm and unrufiled in mind, firm and

’
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healthy in nerve, and confident in hope and vir-
tue, must the mortal be who can at all times ex-
claim with courage and with truth, ¢ welcome
hfe, whatever it brmcs, welcome Death whatever
lt lS

“ Then tell me, frighted reason, what is Death,
Blood only stopp*d, and interrupted breath i

Epztrzpk on the monument of lady Paston in the.
church of Paston, an obs"ure village in Norjbllc m
England. .

1¢ To the reviving memory of the virtuous
"and right worthy lady, Dame Katherine Paston,,
daughter unto the right worshipful Sir Thomas
Kupevitt, Knt. and wife to Sir Edmund Paston,
Knt. with whom she lived in wedlock twenty-
-six years, and had issue two sons yet surviving
viz: William and Thomas; she departed this life
10th day of March, 1628, and lieth here intomb-
ed, (.xpectmg a Joyf'ul resurrection. ‘

Not that she pedeth monnment of stone o T
For her well gotten fame to rest upon, '
“But this was reat’d to testify that. shee
Lives in their loves that yet anrviv ing be;
For unto virtue, who first raived heér name,
She left the preservation of her fame,

And 1o posterity remain it shall

‘When marble monuments decaye shall all,

Upon the base of the monument are:the fol- -
lowing lines: =~ . o O
Can 'man be silent, and not praises find, .
For her who liv’d the praise of womaukiud 2

WVlose outward frame was lent the world to guess
What ﬂmpen our. soulu shall wear . n lm;apmess.

I have presented my readers with this epltaph,".
as a close to this, rather serious. paper, for the -
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‘sake of the exqumte beauty of the concludmg
lmes.

When the prmter s dev:l broutrht me the proof
of this number, I found the last page was mot
full; that I may not let it run to waste, I put
in the annexed:

Lpitaphina chapel at Stean, belonging to-the Arran
_Jamily, on a lady of that name. ,

Conjur casta, parensfelia:, matrona pudica ;
I Sara viro, mundo Martha, Masia Deo.

A chaste wife, 2 happy mother, a modest ma-
tron, a Sarah to her husband, a Martha to the
world, a Mary to God.

Another in the same chapel, 11keW1se on 2 lady,

E tells us

« She was & conaiantlover of the best,”?

to which, Lord Orford remarks, time has. given a
droll sense far wide of the meamng of the inditer.
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