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Hon. Oliver Mowat, Premier of Ontario, |
addressed a meeting of his constituents of
North Oxford in the Town Hall, Wood
stock, on Thursday night, 12th Dee.  In
spite of the fact that only two days’ not-
ice of the meeting had Deen given, and
that, consequently, many persons through-
out the Riding were uninformed of it
there was a large attendance of the most
influential of  Woodstock and
North Oxford generally, the hall being
crowded.  Among the audience were a
considerable nunber of ladies.  The pro-

clectors

ceedings thronghout were marked with |

the utinost order and good feeling, the
hon. gentleman carrying with him the
entire sympathy of his hearers, who mani-
fested their feelings by frequent and en-
thusiastic bursts of applause.  Mr. T. H.
Parker, Mayor of Woodstock, presided,
and in addition to Mr. Mowat, Messrs.

Thos. Oliver, M. P. for North Oxford, |

President of the
Rev. W. 1. Me-

John Douglas,
Reform

Esq.,
Association,

Mullen and Rev. W. R. Parker occupied |

seats on the platform.

The Chairmnan, in introducing
speaker of the evenng, remarked that
though some people had little faith in the
speeches of politicians, he was sure all
present wonld agree with him when he
said that they were fortunate in having
as their representative a thoroughly hon-
est and upright man. After
they had heard the plain, unvarnished
tale that he would deliver as to the work
himself and his colleagues had done, they
would, he was satistied, agree with him
that Mr. Mowat was the right man in the
right place.  (Loud Cheers,)

ME. MOWAT S SPEECIH.

(Cheers.)

On coming forward, Hon. Mre. Mowat,
who was received  with loud cheers, after
thanking the aundience for the kindly
greeting and great consideration which he
had invariably received from lLis consti-
tuents said ;-

It is recognized as a fitting thing that a
representative of the people should, from
time to time, appear before lis consti-
tuents to give to them an account of what
hie had been doing as their representative,
and it is fitting also that he shonld appear
amongst them on other oceasions. [ have
endeavored to discharge this duty, and
regret exceedingly that T have not been |
able to visit yon more frequently.
POLITICS,

DOMINION AND LOCAL

During the last seneral election contest
1 had the pleasure of addressing several
meetings i North Oxiord, though I at-
tended but one meeting elsewhere,  The
matters under discussion did not relate to
Provinecial atfairs ; but I was doubtless
quite within my line of duty when, at the
request of my constituents, I appeared at
these meetings. Opposition newspapers |
and orators are pretending  that T was
wrong in doing so.  Thov say in efiect
that I came too often to North Oxford :
and my visits during the Dominion elec-
tions are urged among the strongest rea-
sons why the confidence of the people of
Ontario shonld be withdrawn from me.
It happened that my views upon the so-
called National Policy coincided with the
views of my constituents.  (Hear, hear,
and cheers.)  The question then before
the people, whichever side was right with
regard to it, was in the view of all men a
question on which the future of this
country greatly depends. The prosperity
of Canada would, by universal admission,
be aftfected one way or the other whatever |
conclusion the people should thenarrive at.

INTERESTED AS A CITIZEN,

In such a case | hold that it was most
fitting for me, as a citizen of Ontario, as
one interested inits well-being, to appear
before my constitucnts or any others for
the purpose of expressing my views on
great public questions.  (Hear, hear.) It
18 quite true that the Local Government
ought to be independent of the Dominion
Government : but though the two Govern-
ments may be wholly unconnected, yet
there is no reason why the members of
either should not take a lively interest in
important concerns with whicl they may
not have officially to do.  (Hear, hear.)
In becoming a representative of the peo-
ple in the Provincial Asscmbly, and in
taking the position of Premier of the local
Government, | did not forego the legal
and constitutional right which a private
individual possesses to take part as oppor-
tunity offered in all matters of public in-
terest.  The people of Canada have de-
clared that in this country there shall be
no eomnection between Church and State,
Does this debar an otlicer of the State
from taking public part in the aflairs of
Lis Church / Does iy position in the
State forbid my attending Church meet-
ings, to discuss there questions in which |1
may feel an interest ! There 18 no reason
why I shonld abstain from taking part in
matters relating to the general welfare of
the Dowinion.  But nobody thinks there
is really auy incongruity about the mat-
ter, and the objection is only set up be-
canse those who make it feel that there is
no solid reason why the people of Ontario
should withhold from my colleagues and
myself in the future that contidence which
they have extended to us in the past,
PITULION AL SAR1EN

ot TR
101 now more than eleven years sincs
U proese nt comgtitull 'hvll Ay oo was
tabhshed,  That event was one of great
nuportance toour country, and a ut al
trivmph to those whose persevering eflorts
brought 1t about.  Other great battles |
had been fought and other great victories
Liadd been won in the interests of the peo
ple ol Canada before that time.  The oh-
taining of nsp-dm\-l-- vovernment, the
sceularization of th: elergy reserves, the
establishment of wunicipal institutions
(in spite of the charge made against them
that they would be mere “ sucking re
publics ) were the results of  seven
and long struggles, and all were vietories
of great value ; but not loss difticult non
less important than these was the estab
lishinent of the system which put an end
for evey to Fronch Tory rule in Ontayio '
fcm:\'m&—]-muﬂ tht wtmwament of all |

Premier Reviews the Work of His Administration.

our loeal atfiirs in our own hands, and | annually.  So that we receive from the

gave us representation in proportion to
our population in all things of common
concerit. It teok a long tune to accom-
plish these vietories of the past, but now

Dominion of Canada annually an aggre-
! gute revenue of say £1,333,060. Then
we have a considerable territorial revenue,
| In 1877 this revenue, derived from clergy
lands, Common School lands, Grammar

all men when they look back wonder how |
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REFORM GOVERNMENT IN ONTARIO.

| ability, and we defined certain principles
[ by which that could be accomplished
| without favoritism to anv

JUSTICE TO ALL ALIKE.

In that settlement no party preferences

the |

measures s advantageous to the com-
Cmnnity and so necessary conld have been
opposed by anybody.  Our new system
has on the whole worked with a success
even surpassing tho expectations of its
best friends,

ENT,

The subjects agitated at the late Dom-
inlon elections are subjects which do not
belong to the Provineial jurisdiction that
I'1 have been describing ; and in the ap-
proaching local elections you will have
nothing to do with these subjects.  The

questions which stirred the entire conutry |

then are not involved, directly or indi-
(rectly, in the general election which is
[ now drawing near.  The Local Legisla-
| lature has nothing to do with the tariff.
| We can neither raise it nor diminish it,
nor can we alter anything contained in it.
[ We have nothing  to do with Customs
duties or Excise duties—nothing to do
with the duties imposed on any articles
which we consume, whether made in the
country or out of it.  We have no power
either to pass a prohibitory hvuor law,
The Dunkin Act is a matter entirely be-
fvond the jurisdiction of the Provincial
Legislature.  We have no right to repeal
it ; we have no right to alter 1t ; we have
no right 10 add anything to its provisions;
we cannot even create by law any addi-
tional machinery for the purpose of giving
legal efieet to its provisions in those locali-
ties where the people favor such a law.
All these important matters, which ocen-
pied some attention during the late elec-

School lands, Crown lands, woods and | were ubs-.-n’c'd 3 we applied the same rale
forests, and so on, amounted to 628,712, | to Tory municipalities as we did to those

DOMINION AND LOCAL QUESTIONS DIFFER- |

| Then we receive interest upon various in-
| vestments which the Province holds, and
of which 1 will have to speak by-and-bye.
In 1877 the amount of such interest was
183,073, From various other sources
we receive other sums, making our rev-
| enue for 1877 2,402,077,

AVERAGE AMOUNT OF REVENUE.

The revenue since Confederation has
varied from two and a quarter millions to
three millions. About two and a half
| millions of dollars may be considered as
our average annual revenue from all
sources, Now, the great governmental
purposes of the Administration of Justice,
Civil Administration, and Legislation do
| not require much more than one-fifth of
| this sum. Some say that Government
i ought to have nothing to do with any-

thing but these three things ; they say
['that” Civil Administration, Legislation,
and Administration of Justice are the
only matters which can legitimately occupy
the attention of Govermment.  But how-
| ever that may be, they certainly are the
most important matters.  They are essen-
tial functions of Government, whatever
other functions Government may have,
and whatever other duties Government
I'may discharge.  The cost of these is now
| but little over half a million of dollars.

HOW THE LEVENUE SHOULD BE EMPLOYED,

As soon as the experience of a few
vears of Confederation enabled your re-
presentatives (o see  what the probable

tions, and on other occasions, we shall | peeds of the country would be, and what
have nothing to (_lu “'“h. when we come | the propable expenditure would be, then
to consider the issues involved in our | qroge the problem  of how best, after set-
Provineial elections. | ting aside this part, the balance of our
QUESTIONS OF PROVINCIAL JURISDICTION. | reventie could be vm‘)loyod ; and it was

Aund yet our Provincial Legislature has |a problem which might well oceupy very
very large powers.  When you call to great attention on the part of your repre-
mind the various branches of jurisdiction l sentatives and on the part of yourselves,
which it possesses you will find that they | Having the large revenne which I have

include those subjects with whicl the | mentioned, how best may that revenue
creat bulk of legislation in Canada before |
Confederation had to do, and the great |
bulk of legislation also in ahmost every |
tree conutry.  We have exclusive juris- |
diction to regulate cur own local constitu- |
ton, except so far as atfects the otlice of ‘
the Licutenant-Governor. It 1s for the |
Provincial  Legislature —your representa- |
| tives there—to say of how wmany Houses |
the  Legislature shall  be  constituted, |
whether as now of one House, the Legis-
Clative  Assembly, or whether of two
i Houses, as 1s the case in most of the
other Provinees.  lvis for the Provineial
Legislature to say into how many constit-
uencies the country shall be divided for
Provincial  representation;  what  the
cualifications of the members shall be ;
what the qualifications of electors shall be

and how the controverted elections are
to be tried.  All matters of this kind af-
feeting the Provincial Legislature, the
Provincial Legislature has exclusive juris-
diction to deal with.  We have also ex-
clusive jurisdietion over the subject of the
administration of justice, the most essen- |
tial funetion of every Goveinment.  The
Provincal Legislature has exclusive jur- |
isdiction also over the great subjects of |
property and civil rights, It has exclus-
e Jurisdiction over all matters afleeting
our municipal institutions—institutions |
to which the country owes a large meas-

ure of its past prosperity, and to which

its future prosperity  will likewise be

largely indebted. The Provincial Legis-

lature has also exclusive jurisdiction over

all educational matters - the most impor-

taut subject which ean oceupy the atten-

tion of any Legislature.  (Checrs.) We

have jurisdiction over various other mat-

ters of a loeal kind. Now, cven the

shight and imperfeet enumeration which 1

have wade 1s sufticient to enable you to

pereeive how very mmportant the Provine |
cial jurisdiction is, and how very nmpor
ant it is that those who have the control
of  Provincial atfairs should descrve as
well as possess public confidence.  (Hear,
Liear.) I the partial enumeration which

I have given to you I have not referred |

to our hinaveial matters,

FINANUES—SOURCEs OF BREVENUL,

The Briush North Awerica Act provid-
ed tor a certain sum-—880,000—to be pad
to the Province out of the Dominion

Treasury annually towards the expenses |

of civil zovermment.  The Provinces re-
ceive annually a further sum of money
equal to eighty cents per head of the pop-
ulation under the census which had bheen
taken before the passing of that Act —the
census of 1861~ that sum being payable
Lalf-yearly inadvance.  The B, N AL Act
rovides also that every Provinee should
iave the ownership and enjoyment of all
1ts lands, its mines and mnerals and its
royaltics, and so on. Tt 18 from those
sources that the revenue of the Provinee
is derived.  We thus receive from the
Dominion Treasury annually the follow-
ing sums

On aceount of the specitie amonnt that
1 have mentioned ’ ;
Onaccountof the subsidy of eighty cts,
per head CAeBINtONEs D .
And for interest on certain funds ow-
ing to Upper Canada by the late
Provineeot Canada before Cenfeder
ation sann E e 1.0, 606
The last sum chiefly arises from the
arvangerment mwade when the seignorial
tennre was abohished in
Thoge of

e

~

S0.000

L6872

vou who took an inferest in pol
at that perod will verollect that i
order to abolish the seignorial tenure,
il cortaaly stood very winch 1 the
way of the prosperity of Lower Canada,

Lorge stnns had to be pand 1o the sercniors, |

and these sums were paid ont of the pub-
lic treasury, It wonld have been an un-
just thing, as all admatted, that they
Jiondd be pad out of the funds in which

Upper Canada was more largely mterested |

than Lower Canada, and to which Upper

Canada had contributed much more than |

Lower Canada 5 and at was therefore de-
clared in effeet that certain corresponding
soms shonld be passed to the eredit of
Upper Canada and that Upper Canada
should receive the benefit of theso for
local objects at some future time,  We
had not been paid when Confederation
was accomplhished, and the amount there-
fore becane a debt due to us, and upon it
we voectved intérest feom tht Dominiin

| hear.)

Lover Canada, |

be employed, and how best may the ac-
cumulations of past years be employed !
That problem was not solved nor anything
like solved, when a Reform Government
came into power. (Hear, hear.)
was not the only problem which the Re-
form Government had to deal with, 1t
had various other questions of great difhi-
culty to grapple with.

THE MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND

SETTLED,

QUESTION

We had  for instance, to deal with the
matter of the Municipal Loan Fund debts,
That was a question which had its origin

! a quarter of a century before, and from
| that day until we solved it the difticulty of

the solution had been increasing  (Hear,
In 1872 the Municipal Loan
debts, with the interest upon them,
amounted to something like twelve mil-

lions of dollars.  Municipalities which

conld have paid and ought to have paid, |
and had no sort of equitable or just de- |

fence to paving, had not paid.  Some of
these who were owing very large sums to

" the fund had been for twenty years with-

out waking any payment, though they
were able to pay, and others had been
for a considerable number of years equally
neglectful of their duty. Al this tinie

" the body of the people, including those

who residsd in unindebted nunicipaii-
ties, were  paymg the interest npon the
money which had been borrowed by the
indebted municipalities, and which they
had not repaid.

no benefit from the money were thus
aying on it just as much as those who
lmd derived  all the benetit.  And that
was not the only  disadvantage conmeeted
with this state of things.  Lmportant
sections  of the country had been kept
back i the race of improvement in eon-
sequence of the heavy imdebtedness which
lay upon  them, and which it was vell
kuown that  they could not discharg
which it was utterly beyond their pover
to pay. In these cases sums so large had
been lent that  from the first it was he-
yond the  power of the borrowing muni-
cipality to pay ; and, where it was ot
“beyond their power to repay the loan ori-

ginally, it had become beyond  their
fpower by the  accummlations  of
unpaid  interest, in these

l’rn‘wrly
localities was depreciated, men were af-

was that important sections of onr coun-

try were not partaking in the general

prosperity  of the rest of the Provinee,
| and which it was the  common  interest

of the whole country that every part of
(it ghould enjoy.

There was another evil which in one
sense was a worse one than any of those |
have mentioned, namely, that the danger

. which every municipality in default was
| of being at any tiue called upon sud-
[ denly to pay had the effect of keeping
mumeipalitios to a large extent in chains
to the Government of the day and was a
source of undue intluence upon some of |
! those municipalities from which the whole
country sutlered. It was our duty to find
some  solution for the formidable and
vrowing diffienlties conneeted with those
debts. It was quite true that the difii-
enlties had existed for along time ; it was
quite true that it had been as much the
duty of the Governnents which proceeded
onrs ag it was our duty to deal with the
subject.  But they had not done so , and
matead of removiog the el they had al
Towad ot tor g0 on wmereacing year after
year, wakmg the shohtest attempt 10
crapplo with at but onee, and that attengp
Dok proved unsuecessful. Y onknow that
we took up the subject in the first ses-
sion alter you had given wo your confi-
dence, and eleeted me as youar representa-
tive,and it was onr good fortune to devise
nomeasare to settle the diffienlty that gave
satisfaction to the whole country and to
all parties in the country.  (Cheors,) We
[found a way, which the Legislature
| adopted, and by which the indebted mun- |
icipalities were relieved wpon principles |
admitted o the time to be just, and at
the same time satisfactory to the unin-
[ debted municipalities ; and we compelled |
those defaulting municipalities to pay that |
Cwere able to pay, and had no equitable
L reason to urge far not pa -ing Wo re-
* quircd thta fo phey ty (h{ xtent of their

But it |

Those who had derived !

raid to settle there, and the consequence |

| which were Reform, and to municipalities
| which were neither Tory nor Reform, if
there are any such. (Cheers.) Our

| the time, and although you may now and
| then hear a little carping at this or the
other feature of it, there has never to this
day been suggested by anybody a compre-
hensive scheme which it was even claied
would have been superior to ours ; and 1
| therefore venture to say that there never
| will be. (Hear, hear.) That was one
| great Provincial problem, then, which
| had defied our predecessors, and with
; which we grappled promptly and success-
fully. (Cheers.)

THE PROVINCIAL DEBTS,

There was another important matter
which we found unsettled when we came
into oftice. By the British North Ameri-
ca Act a certain part of the debt of the
i old Province of Canada was assumed hy
| the Dominion abgolutely, and a balance
| of several millions, which also the Domin-
{ 10n assumed as regards our creditors, the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec were to
repay to the Dominion Treasury, but in
| what proportion  this  balance should
Ibe repaid by the two  Provinces,
[and what division of the assets
| of the old Province of Canada shonld

be made, the Dritish North America Act
| did not determine, and required to be
| settled by arbitrators. An award had
| been made before we came into oflice,
which though not giving to Ontario its
full rights was yet such an award as for
the sake of a settlement Ontario was con-
tented to accept. Dut Quebec objected
to the award as unfair to Quebec, and ille-
gal, and the Dominion Government refus-
ed in consequence to recognize the award
or to give Oatario the benefit of it until
it legality should be adwitted or should
be decided by some judicial tribunal. —
Efforts were from time to time made to
to get the matter arranged amicably, or
have it referred to some tribunal for adju-
} dication. We were unable, however, to
come to an agreement with the Province
! of Quebece, whose people had been made
to believe that millions of dollars were
awarded to us beyond what Ontario was
entitled to. The dispute had in conse-
(uence to be referred to the I’rivy Coun-
cil.  Representatives from the two Pro-
vinces met, and we ultimately ecttled up-
on a case containing all that in the judy-
ment of either side was material to the de-
cision of the matter at issue, and not many
months ago the Privy Council decided in
favor of Ontario, holding that the award
was a perfectly valid one, 2s we had al-
waye contended. And so that question
was settled

|
THE BOUNDARY OQUESTIONS,
|

Another inter provincial ditficulty that
had been left for a Reform Government
to deal with, was the unsurveyed boun-
| dary line between the Province of Oatar-

io and Quebec.  Very shortly after Mr,

Blake's Government was formed arrange-

ments were made with Lower Canada for
| running thishine. The survey was enter-
ed upon promptly, and has been complet-
ed to the satistaction of both Governments
as far northerly as the case required. And
80 this other intro-provincial difliculty was
removed.

There remained, however, the (uestion
of the boundary between Ontario and the
Dominion on our western and northern
#ides, and in this matter the ditiiculty wae
immensely greater and the land ativeted
of enormously greater value than.the case
of our easterly boundary.  Little progress
| had been made towards the solution of

this problem before Mr, DBlake's Govern-
| ment came into power,  But immediately

uponhisassuming the reinsof ottice, he took
~steps for its settlement. | succeeded bim
1w the work,  Some of the (uestions in-
volved in the controversy had been in de-
bate tor two centuries. The documents
and papers bearing upon the question
were scattered over hundreds of old vol-
umes, & hundred old maps had to be con-
sulted, and tho documents, books, and
maps had to be searched for and ¢xamin-
ed n London and Paris, Washington and
| Albany, Ottawa and Quebec. We man-
aged to colleet from all theee what was
material, and to comprise in a single vol-
i ume of no nnmanageable dimensions the
whole evidence on both sides of the ques-
tion, and we had one map so prepared as
to give the material results of all the maps
which were consuited.  This preliminary
work great and tedious, but it made ulti-
mate decision easy and prompt. We ar-
ranged with the Government of the Do-
minon that the matter should be submit-
ted to an arbitration, though objectors de-
clared that we were sure to fail before ar-
bitrators, and that what we should do was
to carry the case to the Privy Couneil in-
stead of arbitrating.  We dud not concur
in that view. Though we estimated high-
ly the ability and learning of the Judyges
of the Privy Council, we thought that on
our own side of the Atlantic men counld be
found as capable as any men could be to
decide a case of this kind. Three arbi-
trators were therefore chosen. The Pro-
vineo of Ontario selected Chief Justice
Harrison, who has lately gono to his final
rest after a short but brilhant career, and
whose death 18 a great public loss to the
country.  (Hear hear.) TheGovernment
of tho Domimon selected Sir Franas
Hincks, a rosident of Montreal, whose
ahility and titness for the post all acknow-
legded as soon as his name was announced.
The third arbitrator selected was the Bri-

| tish Minister st Washington, who had

been concerned in similar enquiries before
a  gentleman  of  great ability, and
in- whose judgment  and  hmpartality
all parties  could  have  contidence.
I beliove that  the  general  senti-
ment was that it would not have been pos-
siblo to find three gentlemen either in the
Privy Qourcll or clsewhere, who were
more likely than these were to arrive at a
sound conclusion, or whose conclusion
would be more generally accopted as satis-
factory.  You know the result. By the
award of the arbitrators a large additign
hay bet made to the téeritd¥y over which

scheme passed almost without criticism at -

d
‘7 2
/i

€. £¢ ~,:~<

Full Report of His Woodsiock Speech.

Ontario had theretofore exercised juris-
diction, Among all the importaut (ues.
tions which the Governweut of Ontario
has had to deal with since Confederaticn,
none was of greater moment to our future
than this question of the bouadary be-
twen Ontario and the Dominion ; aud the
award that we have obtained gives ne,not
all that we asked for, and not all that we
could give pretty strong arguments in snp-
port of, but all that our people really de-
sire, and as much as the Province can
make beneficialuse of.  (Applanse.) And
80 another of the problems which the Gov-
ernment had to deal with was settled, and
settled satisfactonily.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATUTES,
Again—the statute law of the Province
was in a state of chaos when we took of-
fice. It was many years hefore that the
statute law of Canada had heen consoli-
dated. Since that time annual volumes
of statutes had been making their appear-
ance, and these repealed sowe of the laws
as they stood in 1R}, when the first con-
solidation took place, altered others,
amended others ; dead law was necessarily
mixed up with the living law in every vol-
ume of tha scries ; and no volnme cxenpt
the last of the serivs conld show which of

which were not.  If you wanted to know
what the statute law was on any subject,
you had to consult perhaps twenty in-
dexes and volumes before yon could be
reasonably sure what the existing law
was ; and it was with fear and trembhing
that cven a lawyer gave his opiaion on any
matter of statutory law with which he did
not happen to be familiar,lest there should
be some enaetment somewhere which had
a bearing on the matter in hand in some
way and had escaped his attention. The
form of the law, facility for ascerteining
what tha law 1s, has been said by jurists
to be as important, it not more important,
than the law itself. Then in the Consoli-
dated Statutes of 1859 and the subsequent
volumes up to Coufederation, laws within
the authority of the Provincial Legislature
and laws boyond our authority were ue
cessarily intermingled. To provide a re- |
medy {or the state of things which I have |
described we appointed a Commission for

while pelitically his ally or his colleagne.
Lknew how careful he was in, amongst
other things, all matters of finance ; in-
deed, the saving of money i pullic mat-
ters had with him been almost a passion,
I'o such canscs 1t was owing that he com-
wenced the Provineal expenditure on a
very low scale, but even with him the an-
unal expenditure was constantly increns-
ing, Forinstance, in 1868 lus expendi-
ture was 81,1020556 5 in 1860 it ran up to
SLAA4.608 5 i 1870 it was =1,0580,665 ;
m IRT1at was #1,816,866 ; but all these
suins left a considerable unexpended sur-
plus of revenue.  Now, what should be
done with this surplus ! That was a mat-
ter upon which there was a good deal of
discussion betore Mr, Sandfield Macdon-
ald lost power ; and the discussion con-
tinued afterwards.  Mr. Sandfield Mac-
donald mae up his mind in his last year
that a million and a half of the surplus
should go to railways,
RAILWAY EXPENDITURE,

Unfortunatoly, however, in setting aside
that amount he was induced to take into
the hands of the Government the decision
s to the particular railways to be aided.
The Act setting asido the sum provided

t S 8ho . that the selection of the railway should be
its enactments in 1t were still in force and |

Ly the Lacatenant-Governor in Council,
not hy the Legislature, not with the sanc-
tion of the Legislature, not even after no-
tice to the Lejwslature or the public. The
appropriation to o railway might he made,
and the moncy michit be expended, lung
L fore either Parlament or the country
wonldkuow wnything about the appropria-
tion,  There was ro practical restriction
npon the power of the Government in the
mtter, except that the amounue per uile
Was 1ot to be less than £2,000,and was not
to excee L 21000, but betweon those sums
what the hoaus should be was left entirely
to the Governmernt < f the day., No notice
had 1o be published i the Gosefte of what
the Government was doing, no return was
even required by the Act to be wmade to
the Legislature. The recital in the Act
professed to reserict the grants by the
Government to any raillways which led to
our free grant territory, or that led to
nlaud waters, or should run through thin-

ly aettled tricts of country. I would like
0 know what part of Ontario would nov
come within one or the other of these de-
scriptions ! The people disapproved  of
that large power being placed in the hands
of the Government, aud it was on this ac-
count that ac the next general election the
Govermment was unsuccessful, more than
forany other act or omission with which
the Government was charged.  Such an
assnwption of authority was contrary to
the spirit of our constitutional system. It
was coutrary to the spirit of represent -
: i tive government that so large a power
sion for the purpose of doing, or assisting | uhould be given to any Governiaent as was
in doing, this work. There never yet was | yrgvided by the statute. [ cannot but
an important consolidation or revision of | {yen ot that it was rot by Mr. Sandtield
the laws of any country that was not done Auedonald's own desire or suggestion that
by a Commission, and it is impossible to | iy power was taken by the Governor in
discharge work of this kind otherwise than | Coypcil, His tiovernment was a Coali-
by a Commission. And I may say further, | i, Tiie membe:s of it wera not nronsht
that there never was o Comnuwission for re- | oy the same politieal school, and bad
vising the statute law of any State or|jen opposcd to one another upon all the
coun’ry which, in view of the comparative | 14 jssues.  Of course, coming together i
extent of the work, cost neatly as little a8 | Gioverument, they had to give way to-
our Commission cost.  And their work, | yoihep iy a (i.'"'or.n‘:cn'. they had to give
too, I may add, was done as well as the| gy to one another. 1 can well under-
work of the hest paid Commissioners that | gtang some of the colleaznes of Mr. Mac-
had ever sinular work to dn in any country | 4opald desiring this large power to be tak-
Iknow of.  (Cheers.) Upwards of eleven | o, by the Governor-in-Council, but it was
hundred public general statutes had to be {80 contrary to what was te be expected
examined, compared, and arcavged, and | frop the whole political life of M, Mac-
these were u'timately reduced by the con- | jonald himeelt, that | have little doult
solidation to two hunidred and eleven. In | this feature of his rail way scheme was one
the course of the work the whole body of ' ;¢ thoge matters in which he in his turn
the statute law underwvent legslative revi- save way to his colleagues, as in other mat-

the purpose of assisting in the consolid -
tion and revision of onr whole statute law,
striking out everything that was dead,
everything that was scen to be beyond
Provineial jurisliction; eollecting  the
scattered enctments upon every sabject,
fusing them iuto one, claseifyinyg them, ar-
ranging them in the most conveulent way
for easy reference ; and providing oro in-
dex for the whole, instead of having the
twenty indexes attached to the existing
volumes, Oune of the absurd charges made
against us is that we employed a Comnis-

sion, as well as consolidation.  And 0 we  ¢org they gave way to him. There must
disposed of this very lnportant matter ;| always be compromises of tht kind in such
and the people are nuw enjoying the re- | | Government, and those who kuew Mr,
sults of the work. | Macdonald well in the olden time can have

OTHER LECISLATION, "hittle donbt that this error was one of the
lcompromises,  Fxeeptin this ali-import-
ant respeet, his Ralway Act was a very
gool Act, and, after being divested of the
objectionable provisions, has since been
worked with great public advautage, In

Wien the Keform Government took of-
fice there were many subjects on which |
prompt legislation was needed,  Legisia-
tion was needed inrezard to the arrange-

ment of the constitutencies : in regard to ‘'t : . A .
88l op | Sandueld Mac-
the clection laws : i regard to the conrts; | the tirst session after Mr, Sandueld Ma

: : donald’s Government fell; his successor
n regard to our munieipal institntions; in | sl
o PR S pe . oy o | Mr. Blake, who had always fully recogniz-
regard to our laws of property ; in regard § % "Ul oot railways in developing the
to the solemunization of marriages : and in ¢ m_‘_‘ of th lcuunir st in n{l"n‘;en(
regard toa great many othier subjects sand | SIORS s e Y B

we have dealt with thew all © and 1 ven-
ture to say we have dealt with them sa -

isfactortly accordmyg to the judgment of |

our friends and of very many who were
not our political friends.  Indeed, most of
of the Acts which we have passed were not
even objected to by our opponents, or
were objected to very shehtly and by very
few., | have the satisfactic 1 of Knowing
that our legislation has been more success-

tul than the most sanguine of our friends |

seven years ago had looked for, and las
frequently received the express approval
of both our iriends and others.  (Cheers. )
Legislation 1s the chief work which the
Legislature meets from time to time to
perform.

THE FINANCES,

I of new railway in various parts or the Pro-

ing its wealth, induced the Legislature ts
increase the appropriationforrailwaysfrom
=1,500,000 to S1.900,000, and also to ap-
propriate $100,000 & year for twenty years
for the same object.  Additional appro-
priations were made in my time. o re-
spect of all these sums, up to the last day of
Docember, 1877, we had paid in awd of rail-
ways R2,080 960, (Checrs.) These pay-
ments were all made to rarlways which had
already received the approbation of the lo-
calities through which they passed, as
shown by their previcusly contributing to
the same roads seven mullions of dollars

(7,080, 4%0), being more than three times

the amount which the Government has so

paid. By this meansupwardsof 1,000 miles

| vince had been built by the end of 1877,
1 am now to speak of our finances, and | and the total expenditure since 1872 from
how it was deemed best that the money at | all sources in respect of the railways aided
our command from year to year, and the by the [Province, in¢luding the jbonuses
accumulations of the previous  years, | which | have mentioned, was about $22,-
should be cmployed.  Mr. Sandtield Mae- | 000,000.
donald  was the first Premner. At the A
time he took ofticeit was impossible to fore- | VMY A
see with that degree of certainty necessary
for action what would be the normal re-! The period during which this large
venue under Provineial management, and |amount of money was expended was a
what the annual wants and requirements | period of depression all over the world—
of the Provinee would be. For tlis rea- | depression from causes which have been
son it was uecessary at the start to be very  discussed considerably of late, which most
cauttous e expenditure, My, Sandfiold | of you are now famihar with, and whi:h
Macdaonald was also 0 man who laved not | did uot atteet one nation only, but atfected
tospend. (Hear ) He was o persoual | the entire commercial World,  Butitis a
friend of mine ; we bad been on the sane | remarkable fact that Ouatario, thongh 1t
side of the House during the whole period | shared in the depression, suftered less from
that T was a member, hefore accepting a L1t than most other countries did ; and one
Judgeship : and | was his colleagne as | canse of that cirenmstance undouhbtediy
Postiaster-General whoen he was Premier [ was that during that trying period theso
of Canada,  When the Coalition Govern- | twenty-two millions of dollars wero being
ment was formed, to which we are indeht- fexpended m the building of the iocal rail-
ed for Confederation, he attended the Re- | ways of the ccuntry.  (Hear, hear.) But
form caucus previons to the formation of (it was not only the spending of that large
the Government, and was one of those |sut that made us feel the depression less
who voted that theee representatives of the | than it was felt elsewhere.  The railways
Reform party shonld go into that Govern- | #0 built increased values generally as fast
mont, though he did not wish t) be one of | as the railways were completed.  They in-
the three.  Shortly afterwards I left po- | ereased in tho country through which they
litical life, and 1 had no part in those | passed thoe value of farm property, of furia
subsequent contests ino which Mre. Sand- | labor, and of farm products ; they dinin-
field Macdonald ana the majority of Re- [ished the expense and ditiiculty of bring-
formers  differed  from  one ;uu-\hrr.lmg products to market ; they led to the
But | had glways a ver great respagt for sation of new villages, and they ’I G-
M Matnald frdnm w’hM [ knt :} him !Kl tire pbeptity OF eilles antl towus ale

DEPRESSION FELL LIGHTLY
UI'ON U,
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ready existing, These railways scrved,
too, to tacithitate the settlenient of our un-
ocenpied Jands, to promote commercial and
soctal intercourse, and in varions ways
dircetly and indirectly they bive added to
the wealth, the comtort, aud the general
well-being of the people.  (Hear, bhear,
and cheers.) Our ralway cxpenditure,
leading as it did to eo many direct and in-
cidental advantaces, constituted a very
importnt factor in (he canses of the com-
parative freedom v hich Provines
epjoyed from the distress that prevailed
n other countrics,

th
his

THE SURILL

But our railway cxpenditare was not
tho enly expenditure ot Provincial funds
which contributed to that condition of
things. I have aleeady stated that in the
settlement of the Muiieipal Loan Fund
Debt question we relieved, either wholly
or partinlly as the case requred, import-

DISTRIBUTION,

antsectionsof thecountry from debts which |

for years had been weighing them down,
and in varions ways interfering with thew
prosperity,
made a large expenditure in order to com-
pensate nnindebted municipalities, 1 the
Legislature relieved the latter, it was
sinple justice to all those municipalitics

that were not in debt, and had long been

ascisting in paying the debts of others, that
they should receive some compnsa-
tion ;  and the compensation pro-
vided by the Legislature on our
recommendation was an allowance te
every municipality in the Province of &2
per head of their popnlation, and an addi-
tional allowance on a fixed principal to
those municipalities that had aiready
spent money on railways,  Under tlus
head we paid out, np to the end of De-
cember, 1877, to the municipalities more
than three milions of dollars (3.117,325),
and this money has heen eniployed by the
municipalities in variong ohjocts of publie
utihity selected by themselves, The stat-
nte setting the money apart required that
it should be employved in the respective lo-
calities either in the pagment of debts, or

in objects of permanent usefulness, sothat |

1t might not be fritterciavway inthe car-
rent expenses of a municipality,
how did the municipalitics expend the
money ! They expended i as follows:

In Roads and ¥ ridges 4 S1, 108,716
Paying debt cansed by Frantine aid
1o Lays .
Payingother.
manent wor
Fdueational  purpo-e
schoolhouses huilt,
pitiel, andd Rvest
PUTPOses .
Builsing and improving town halls.,
(72 town halls have been bnilt or
paia for, and o large vamber of
markets and ockap) .
Town and village improvements hy

inenaing
school dehts
s tor school
B2 008 152

o0y 22

cons'ruction of  water-works,
makineg  sodewals,  planting
shadedress, and buyving steam

fire-eniin
Making sad nunroving harbonrs
Drainase : :
Paying shure of cost oieounty heild

ings andaiding in

of mi'ls and 1 11,082 50
Buring ana

andagt L3 o)
Aid 10 unory

making roads and bri e, and

budlding schools in 107, 6,352 50
Purchase and unprovemead o e

eterics. Selte 1017 02 |

Total 3700 07

This large amount has thus Leen emn-

ployed in woiks or v purposes which |

cither would otherwise not lave been
undertaken, or else woull have been
undertaken by an incresse of putlic burd-
ens, and by the direet taxation of the peo-

ple of the municipalitics tuiaking the ex- |

penditure.
EXPENDITURE FOR DRAINAGE PURPOSES,

Anotuer item of Provinenl expenditure |

which contributed something to lessen the
depression amonz the people aff cted by
the expenditure was the sum of i
advanced from Provincial tunds for
cipal drainage purposes, and the purchase
of drainage dcbentures.  This suin, to-
gether with the minounts previonsly men-
tioned as paid to railwazs and in surplas
distribution, make a tota! of npwards of
5 million doliars (55,539,0563) expended
sce 1871 in these 8 for the direct
benefit of the people. No one cau say that
these expenditures shionld ‘¢ come, or
were intended or suppused 1o come, out of
the annual revenue. Our whole scheme of
surplus distriution was foun led on the
fact of possessing an unexpouded surplus,
And so with regard to the tatlway expeund-
iture, whether as projected by Mr, Sand-
field’s Governmen® or as carried ont by the

Government which succeeded his,  Tue
aggregate sum under the three heads

which 1 have speciticd ¢xceedad by up-
wards of a million dollars Me, =Sandtiold
Macdonald's nnexpended surplus, so thut
if we had no surplus now, and if (a that re-
gpect we were now mo better ol than suy
other Provinee 18 (for not oue of them has
a surplus), the mode of expending the ~ur-
plus was stuch as to eutitle my inends ad
myself to look for a renewal of the conti-
dence and support ot the people.  (Lond
cheers.) We did not think it o good thine
to hoard up the morey that was in th

public  treaswry  or that  coming
wto at, and we thercfore cuployved it in

ways that were far better, and moro bene- |
ficial to the pecple, than hozrding it in |
banks wonld have becn, (Hear, hear.) If'

we had not only eriployed every cent of
the old surplus and had nothiug of 1t now
rewaining, out if we had #lso used up the
whole anuual revenue in nocecssny or
useful anmmal cxponditire, we should
have been justitied 1nashin. you for your
continued coutidence, on the ground that
the expenditure was wise and propor -was
such as the conatry his derived wore than
corresponding henelit from, coninues to
derive benetit from, and will continne to
do 80 for years to come, (Cheers) Apar:
from the 1tems I have mentioned our aver-
age annual expenditure for othor purposes
has been within ony average revenne, and
the result is that there s a surplus, and a
laige surplus, still.  Newspaper writers
and  stump speakers  talk
about our having anvua! dedicits, and they
make a show of proving 1t by wing up
tigures which onght to e keps separate,
and those who somn thoam ousht to know
that 1 duing so thoy are mdong decep
tive statements. It owe lad pad away
the old surplus, and lad wiso boen ex-
pending more than oor rovenue sinee, how
19 it that we have the surplus stll ¢
THE
For we still havo on hand untonched of
Mr, Sandfield Macdonald's investments in
Dominion  #tock and Domiuicn bonds,
about two millions of dollars, notwith
standing our surplus aistribution, our ral
way paymonts, our drainage invostmen's,
and the large annual cal's for public build-
ings, colonization roads, other pubhe

ASSETS OF THE PROVINCE,

works, and the hundred nc cecssary or nse- |

ful purpeses to which public woncy is an-
nually voted by the pecple's representa
tives, At the end of Decembior, 1877, we
had iuvestiuents and other arsets (omitting

tht ettt a5 follows (—

Buot besides that rehior, we |

And |

wuni- |

occasionaly |

L BN A0 ol S8 M ik

Stock, bomis, and drainage deben-
tires. .
Special trust funds with the Domin
fon : (" a, and paying u
nve e eent nro 2.

Coashy dipesitsin the bank ¢
Value ot braey of Province of Cang
winton, o r

da, in hands of Do
» forumd by the arbin

vid Hon, 1 1,

*1g
e the Provinee on aeconnt of e
1

Vomdinen .

Vota! paiticula 1 . (Ol
nts, the nmoant is 86,
viving you these figures |
have mentioned Mr, Macpher-on's nawe.
I underatand that the of this norn-
ing contarus an elabor attack Ly the
N

Or, including the ¢

202,374.82, 1t

myself in particular,
prised when 1 heard this 5 and I have not

| answered. 1 have giver you a statement
of assets amounting to 36,262,574,
onrdebts - =The debt dee to Quebec for
school lande, in which, though sitnate in
| Ontario, the same arbitrators gave (Que-

bee aoshare, amonuts to somewhere a' out
£270,002.  Ancther item is for the Rock-

from the Dominon for 206,500, our other
ingtitutions unfortunately not beiug large
enough to accommodaie the inceeasing
vumber of uuhuppy lunatics.  These two
debts  make 2366552 thus leaving a
balance of €5 505,322, (Cheers.) Of this
sum wo had befors December, 1877, ap-
| propriated to railwavs—if they shonld he
\bnilt, as | preswine they will be--ahont
| SIMOTRY) over and above the two millions
| we had paid as before stated ; and there
are still at the date mentioned, of the
| sums appropriated on account of the sur-
| plus distribution balances not yet called
! for amonuting to about £202 2854,  These
| two sume amount torether o S0 140,02,
| Taking that sum from the six unllions (or
"in ex
| before mentioned, there 18 acloar surplus
of 24,752799 or about four and three-
quarter mithons of dollars, as matiors
stood on the Diet of Dec,, 18775 and
there ave debts duo to us in respect of

Crown lands and tunber dues, ete., not |

| taken into acconnt in the statewent whica
I have given to you,  Thas, afier all the
large and benchieral expenditure for rol-
| ways, and in surpins distribuaon ; aftor

the mvestments in drainace debentures,

| and after carrying on the whole govern- |

ment of the country i1 a most etlicient
and vigorous way, we still have left to bo
| dispoged of 48 the people of thi« country
| may from time to timo think best,
VIVE MILLION
DOLLALS,

A SURPLUS O NEARLY o

The figures of expenditures which 1 have
given to you do not nclude iarge suws
voted, on what would be treat. " elsewliere
as capital account, but has been paid by
us cut of enrreat revenue, for many im-

portant objects of a perwancur nature.
| Thus, up to the cud of 1877 we had ox-
pended, beside all the fizures thet [ have

given you, on public works nod buildings |

no less a st than =1,870,992, ard sn
colonization roads through the vusettled
ternitory, from which we dirive w very
| large territonial reveune, 8083 681, The.e
| expenditures also have helped, both dir-
teetly and indiiectly, o promote the pros-
perity of the counery sud lersen the diz-
tress already referred to.

WHY THE ENPENDITUKE HAS INCREASED,

Having funds in hand beyond uctual nec-
cessities, aud having to consider from year
to year how hest to employ these funds,
teside all the expenditure that 1 have
weutioned, the Legislature have thought
1t right to nercase, for instance, the ex-
penditure for purposes of education, The
cannual average expenditure Ly the Gov-
| ernent foreducational objects upro 1871,

Mr, Sandticld Macdonald’s last year, was

SOUT 0205 theannuad average expenditure

sinee has heen 3101 615, for we behieved that

wo eould not cipley palilie mouey more
| usefully than 1w prowoting the educstion
of the people.  (Cheers.)  Education is

w the general interest o esery  way--

cconomically, rocraily, poitically, moral'y,

and rvlummly. The cdtication
people is in fact the most mportant object
that can receire public attention, and

there is nothiug, as I vejoice to see, which |
our people more prize than educational |

facilities for theis children.  (Loud ap-
plause.)  They bove shown thiu in many
ways, and amongst others o this, that,
wihile we have beon assiunyg in thas great
work with larger granty than botore, the
expenditure by the people for the same
object has inercazed far more than oms
has : and they
WOTe TONCY 01 e ueational purposes than
such sums as they have reeeived from the
Goverament.  For exaumple, the whole
expenditure  on Pablic and Separate
Schools and Hich Schools for 1877 was
not far from four miliions of doliars, viz.,
000 0d6, Of that sum the Vrovineo
only coutribuled 407 The peoplo
have boiit and are bl ing better scliools,
they are paying better salaries to their

e

and they arc avarling themselves of echool
apphiances ot all kiuds of an improved
Ddeseription. Our expenaiture on cduca-
tion has ncreased  irom 3010,887, the
amount in IS8T My, Sandueld Macdon-
Cald's jast yoar —to =049,792, the amount
mo =TT But the people's cxpenditure
for the same obicet has mereased i re-
spect of teachors’ salarios fror 81,191,476
in 1871, to 81,805,520 in 1576 ; and
Frespeet of schiool sites, buildings, repairs,
[ &e, from B61LB10 in 1871, to 21,168,134

v on the Local Government, and on |
I was groatly sur- |

vet read bis paper, 1 dare say thatit con- |
taius notlung new, but if docs it will be | hiag been in the public interest where the | fact connected with the expense of the | in 1871 $2,285 ,but in 1876 %5434, and
You see | governmental departiuents in the old Pro- | in 1877 5,20,
In 1853, the year be- |

wood Asylnm, which the Provinee bought i

ct ligures 80,800 822) which 1 have |

of the !

CATend year by ooyear far

teachiera, they are getting better teachers, |

A S

| iustitutions referred to are conducted with | system, which perhaps their fathers had . Provincial Secretary,  Then there wos n: The amount is paid partly by the muni-

the greatest possible economy, consistent

not.  The Legislature thought, therefore,

chanze of the law with regard to marriaze

['with thoir efliciercy, and now compare | that no suflicient reason existed why that | licenses, which were also formerly o -

other countries, both for il lency and ec-
Lomomy.  In all respects they are a credit
(to our Provines, ws visitors competent to
Judye are constanbly testiiying.  Again,
[in regard to agricalture, literary, aud
| eeientiaesoctetios the averaveannnalexpen-
Pditmieupto ISTLwas 870,716, and the aver

1 age expenditare sinee,up to 1877 inclusive,

Cwas E80.0520 1 do not know auy puepoie
I'that we could have ensployed this amount
| of onr extra funds in (ae we have thom)
“more properly than im the iucroase we
"have made i that item,
manncr | am propared to aceoant for, and
to justfy, every particular of increase
which has taken place since 1871,
increases have been from causes beyond
governmental coutrol, and every increase

matter was withiu our zontrol,

Ar to | it sometimes stated in the nowspapers that | vince of Canada,
| we have been oxpending more anonally | fore Sir John A. Macdonald and his | enabling persons

| than we have received for the year of the
| exponditure, and to a certain extent that
{18 not ouly true, but we intended, and
| proclaimed, it from the tirst.  We could
not bhove experded those large sums
I amoryst nnicipalities, amongst railways,

and so on . if we had absurdly and weakly
determined to expend no more in a year

for any purpose whatever than we should

veceive in the vear.  The position of the
| Province was this © We had a sarplus from
| other years, and it was upon that surplus
| we were drawing., Bat what has been the
| practice of these opponents of ours, who
talk and write so <hibly about our so-cal-
led annual deticits ¢ 1 have a memcran-
dum hero whicn has been taken from a
return made by the ofticers of the Dom-
iion a8 to the practice of Sir John
Macdonald’s  Governient  during  his
dav.,  And what does this retnrn show ¢
Why, for the year ending,!st December,
1508, he spent more than the revenue by
FRBUTHBIT 5 i 1850 by R1, 4, 744 in
1360 by 1,975,950 5 in 1861 by 81,999 .
O3

| to vote, though they shouid Lave no se-
| parate property. We have also, in the
Cinterest of farmers, an Agrienltural Col-

ege and & Model Farm, etc.

COST OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT,

In ecnection with the matter of expend-
iture, Opposition journals have pointed to
the eost of civil government as havimg

| been greater sinee Mr. Sandfield Macdon-
 ald's time than it had been in my time,
| But it is mawfest that as a country ad-

Cwealth inereases, and as its public afiairs
lextend and beeome complicated, the cost

|w:|yn does increase everywhere, (Hear,
hear.) Toillusteate this, take a singlo

friends obtained tho power which they
‘ held so long, the expense of the govern-
mentaljdepartments was only %144,410,but
it ran up thenceforward year by year un-
til in 1862 it amounted to more than three
times that sum, or £4586,620, and it can-
not be pretended that ours has even doub-
led in amount.  You eee, therefore, how
absurd it is for those who believe m the
men under whom that increase took place
to pretend, or to consider, that it 13 a de-
cisive argument, or any argument, against
a Government that there has been an in-
crease in the expenss of civil administra-
tion. There are various reasons why
some increaso should have taken place in
Ontario, even if there had been no -
crease in the husiness done ; but, withont
dwelling upon these, and supposing that

there had been no increase in the
cost  of living, that we had lecn
able  to  retain in  the service

cvery oflicer without any increase in his
salary, and that there was no reason why

done without any addtiional expenditure, |

| the same amount of work should not be
In 1862 the excess was 82,064,331 ;!

25 | favourably with similar institutions in | class of pergons should not be perm tted | tended to by the Dominicn Governmen,

IThe subject was taken i hand by th

Provineial Covernent in 1871, and 401

| issuers of licenses in the Province have
been appointed,with whom the Provircis!
Secretary has to correspond, The number

| of licenses iscued from the Departinent in
1877 was 12,907, The Provincial Seere-
tary had the pleasure of wmaking nearly
| that number i conples happy in that = car,

| The Departmental worlo inadental to this
leaislation is work that Mr. Sandbe! il
| Macdonald’s Government had netther the

In the samo | vances, s 118 population increases, its | pleasure nor the trouble of performing.

| There are charters and commmissions issucd
| from the same Department, and perhaps

Somo | of civil government mast inerease, and al- | gome other work oceasionally done, for

| which fecs are paid by the partics inter-
ested,  Of theae fecs there were recoived

Another ococasion  of
increased work was the Act passed
to  become incor-

| porated” by lutters patent from the
Government, instead of having to submit
to tho delay and expense and trouble of
getting special Acts  of Incorporation
from D'arliament, The consequence of
that legislation has been that alarge num-
ber of these charters has been obtaned,
| for which there was no corresponding
work done by Mr, Sandtield Macdonald's
Provincial becretary ; the time of the
+ Legislature has been saved, and  the
country spared the expenso which the old
method mvolved,  The numbir of lotters
patent issued under the law which existed
before ours for the ten years from 1561 to
1874 was 120, while during the four years
gnbsequent to the passaco of our Act, say
to 12th of Oct., 1578, there were 212, or
’nearly twice the number m four years
| that had Leen issued in tho ten yewrs
| previous,  In other words,-—during the
| tormer period the annual average wus 12,
| while in the subsequent tine the anuual
average was 0. bug for our Act there
wonld probably have been an addition
L of 40 or H0 statutes to cvery volume since,

Land an 1865 the excoss was 3870,490, For | afliem that the increaso in the work hos | Agwin, in 1571 the number of returns

this last ycar my friend Mr,
Macdonuld was the Premier, and he and
hie Government were responsible,

Sandtield |

far exceeded the increase in the expendi-

| ture. If you farmers, or merchants, or

The | other employers have to get double the | in 1876 the number was
; reference of one epponents is made chiefly | work, you expect, other things being the | times as many.

{ made from this oftice to the other depar:-
| ments of the Government was 912 but
2,479, or three
The number of reports

I sappose, to conirm evedulous followers | same, that the cost of doing it will be in- | from other Departuents in 1871 was 470,

"of thewe own; and the tigures which 1
have given onzht to convinee even them
of the fallacy of the talk about our deticits,

Indeed, one eannot but wonder at the
| simplicity of those who make 1t a chargo

we have somctinies to expend more than
is recelved auring the year,though we had
it to s, end, while their own friends nsed
to spend far wore than the revenue, when
they could only do so by horrowing the
money, (Cheers,)
AGRICULTURAL LEGISLATION,
| Hhome of onr expendisurs and our legisla-
| tion have bad to do in a special way with
"the farming eommunity.  Our general ex-
penditure benetits all elasses equally ; but
one inereased  expenditure on  matters
| which Lave a special intercst {or farmers
| has been a portion of that general increase
with which we are absurdly charged as
wanifesting extravagancs and incapacity.
In 1871 the vote for tho agricultural as-
sociations, ete.. was 865,100 ;in 1875, our
last year, it wus 207,000 for the same ob-
Jucte.  As woe had extra money, why
should we not give some of it to those ob-
‘ jects I We have made an advance of50 per
| cent. in the vote which I have wentioned.
Let us look at some of the particulars in-
cluded m this e, The Legislature
voted for dairy associations in 1874, 8700,
and since 1874 $2,000 a year; in 1872
| there was voted for the first time for sun-
dry services in conncetion with the agri-
| cu'turc and the arts, such as the investi-
| gation of the diseases of animals and crops,
| tho ravages of msects, and other objects
[ not otherwise provided for, the sum of
| 21,000, and ever since IXT4 we have been
votng &2 000 a year for the same ohjocis,
Last year we appropuiated for a burean of
| agricultural stansticn, #1000,
“doubled the amounts voted befors our
[ time to the Frit Growers’ Association,
{ We liave added 50 per cent, to the cus
tomary graut to  the Kntomological
| Soetery established for investizating the
| habits, ete., of inscets—a subjeet unfor-

{ have providea for the expenditure of
F200.000 10 the prichase of dramage de-
benturcs to enconrage the draming of
portions of the country, through the

the debentures tssucd for this purpose at
(the low rate of mterest of O per cent,
The snns which we have pmd in that way
! for the purchase of dranage debentures
nuder an Act ot our own, and for drainage
work which has been executed in ditierent
localities ander an Act which was passed
in 1871, and which provides 1or the repay-
ment of these snns
| amonnted up to Blst December, IS77, to
| #0528 580, There have Leen 260 miles of
| drains built, and the area drained has
’ been 205,100 vercs.

TILE DRAINACGE,

st session the Legislature went a little

turther in the sawoe direetion, and approp-
| riated the further sum of Z200,000 at the
| instance of leading farners in the House
| and out of the house,connected with agri-

cultural associations and otherwise, the
| money to bu extended i tle drainage.
| 'I'he suws advanced aro to be repaid to

the Province n twenty years, and are
| lent at the low rate of tive per cent.

PUMICEATION,
|

We have !

tunately so important to our tarmers, We |

Munmicipal Conneils, by buying trom them |

to the Province, |

creased likewise. If you could manage
[ to get double the work done, while only
increasing the cxpenditure one-half, |1
think yon would consider yoursclves
pretty fortunate men. To what extent

aganst the Urovincial Goveroment that | has the work of onr civil government in- | 1,280, aud in 1876 it
. |
' crcased ! Take, for instance my own de-

{ partment, that of Attorney-General and

the Lxecutive Council  You will easily
| understand that there must have ariren a
{ large amountof new business{rom our sur-
| p'us distribution, in addition to all the old
! classes of work., Al the municipal by-
| they corresponded with the Act, and this
‘ entailed a great deal of consideration and
| correspondence, T'hen the aid given from

| time to time to ratlways was the result of |

| an vxamination of every case in which aid
was asked for. We have to examine the
capabilities of the road, and all other

ing it.  Many railroads apply to which we
| givonoaid,but therejected applications as
| well as the successful applications involve
i labor to several of the departments, in-
cludimg wy own,
| canses the work has greatly increased,
| both to the head of the department and to
| the officers ; to what extent you may
’ understand from one or two facts which I
! will mention. There 13 a separate ofticial
| which passes through iy department.
| One tile may cmbrace a large number of
documents and papers. In 1871, the last
| vear of Mr. Sandtield Macdonald's adwin-
istration, the nnmber of ofticial tles 1n
this department was 806G ; the next year

it was 1,404, and in 1877 it had risen to

1,707, Orders in Couneil in 1871 num-
bered 257 ; the following year 298 : in

one year of my tume the number was T03;
and the average during the period subse-
+ quent to 1871 has been double what it was
| befere that time.  The comparative num-

cenerally a very good iudex of the com-
parative amount of business done. In
| 1871 the oflicial letters of this departiuent
covered 250 pages, ' 1872 it covered 1,-
113 pages, and i 1877 1t covered 2,504
pages,
thung ean demonstrate, that the amount
of business doue in the office of the lxe-
cutive Council and Attorney-Goaneral has
wore than doubled since Mr. Sandficld
Mzacdonald’s time.  Now. has the expense
doubled ! Far fromat.  In 1871 the ox-

«¢ of the department was 10,241, and
, instead of being &20,000, it was
only 514,600, (Cheers.) In other words,
though the business had more than doub

one-half.  Acain, the administration of
Justice is another head of expenditure in
which there has been an  increase ; and
| that 18 one of the matters which to a large
extent are not under the control of a Gov-
l erpment ; but, on the contrary, the ox-
i pense incurred depends on circumstances
Fwhich the Government cannot intluence
| n the slightest degree. That the work
| has enormously increased the comparative
| number of committments to the gaols will
| show,  In 15369 the number was 5,600; 1
1870 it was 6,579 ; an I8TL, G610 ;
aud it has gone on increasing year by
| year, till in 1877 the number had reached
15,451, This increase, | may observe, is
| no doubt partly owing to the hard times ;

in IN76, 1 name 1576 here because 1 have | Then we have for somo years paid nothing | for it is found by expsrience in all coun-

not at hand the figures for 1877, Edu-
| cation 18 one of the objects for which,
{ #ince we had the money, we have felt it a
duty to recommend a more liberal expen-
darture than previonsly, 1 shall ineution
some others (for time docs ot adwit of a
il ennmeration), that you may  judge
whether, having moucy to cmploy, we
vere right an giving to a larger extent to
the varions ol jects of expenditure which
within - our coutrol than  had
bovigiven to them previonaly,  I'hus,
uponcolonization roads, the averace nnnnal
expenditure np to 1871 was 841,548 ; the
average annaal expenditure for the subse-
quent periodupto L8T7 was 307 280, Sofor
public works the average expenditure up
to 1871 was §270,579 and for the sub-
sequent period 8511002, L the main-
| tenance of asylums and public institutions
the average annual e xpenditure up to 1871
Pwas R158,158 ¢ and the average annual
expenditure  since  has  beon  R510,
S, becavse new institutions had  been
| established  since 1871, and  addi-
tions  had  been  wade  which -
creased the accormodation atffurded by the
Cold building . There was a larger num-
| ber of nufortunate vecupants of theso -
stitptions, aud of coursu an ipereaso of o x-

| towards immigration in the way of bon-
| uses, except to farm laborers and dowes-

| tic servants.  Thero has always been,with |

| the vxception of a ghort period during the
spring of the present year, a demand
| amonyg our farmers for a much larger nu-
ber of farm laborers than conld be sup-
plied ; and all of yon know the ditliculty

ly in the country,

FARMEI S FRANCHISE,

We have also made provision for giving

the franchise to farmers’” sons, and the |
s will be obvions to thoso |

reason of doing
who are acquainted with agricaltural hife
i Ontario.  We had already provided an
nicome franchise, by which residents in
cilies and towns are chiefly beuefitted.
| Now, it is the well-known custom in this
country for one or two of a farmer's sons
! to remain on the homestead, alter coming
| of age, to aesist their parents in working
aud managing the farm ; an extremely de-
sirablo arrangement, and one to be encour-
aged both for the comfort of the old peo-
blo and the beuetit of the sous themeelves,
‘ I'hese farmers’ sons arve, as w class, well
| educated, and (mte as intelligent ss those
who Jivo on fatios of their own, haviug

| of obtaing domesiic servants, particular- |

tries that during hard times the number
of crimes of all kinds greatly increase, |
have said that in 1577 the number of com-

mitments was 10,4531, beiny more than |

double the number in Mr.  Sandfield
Maedonald's last year. From this you
will see how impossible it would be to ad-
minister justico under such circumstances
without some increase in the expenditure,
and you would not be surprised if the ex-
pense had doubled.  Other facts whicl |
wight mention would lead to the same
conclusmon. But has the expense doubled’
Far from it, o bs) 1 the expensa for the
administeation of justice was  S142001,
and m 1376, mstead of being double <hat
amonnt, #500,000, 1t was only 286 000,
I will give you another illustration from
the Provincial Secretary's office.  Frow a
a varicty of canses there has been o great
deal more work to be done there also than
there formerly was.  Somo ol the Legis-
lation which has taken place, wiich has
| received the approbation of the country,
involved a considerable amount of addi-
| tional labor on the part of the Provincial
| Socrotary and his Department.  In the
Dmatter of municipal statistics, which was
[ formerly in charge of the Dominion Goy-
,arument, ‘hey abandoned it w 1874, and

| penditure nVesurily followed. Al the | hal (e adeantage of out €xcbllent schbol | it has since come dmony the dulics of the

laws had to be exawined to ascertain that |

facts which bear on the propriety of assist- |

From various other |

lile kept for every important matter

ber of letters written in a department or |
ofiice of business in successive years is |

These tigures demonstrate if any- |

led, the expense had ouly increased by

| and i 1876 1t was 1,255, or nearly thieo
| times as many. ‘The number of letters
rceeived in this Department in 1571 was
1,600,and 1 1376 3 500,0r nearly double,
{ The number of letters sent in 1571 was
was 15,246, or nearly
‘hree times as muny.  You will see from
these fignies that the amount of work at
this Department 18 at least double what
it was in Mr, Sundfiold Macdonald's time.
l And has the expenditure also more than

donbled ¢ No: forin IST1 it was 810
176, and in 1877 it was only &22.552
(Hear, hear.) More tham thar, tho in-
creased revenue from one small brauch ot
the work in the Provincial Sceretary’s
oflice, mentioned 4 moment  azo,
was about three thousand dollars, and this
increase, thercfore. nearly covered the
whole additional expenditure of the De-
partment.  So that, notwithstrading wu
enormouns increase of work, the country
pays no more for the administration of
the Provincial Secretary's Departmentthan
! was paid in 1871, 1 may review elsewhero
the case of the other departments, but |
think I must have satistied everybodr,
irowm the statements which | have already
made, that an iucrease in the expense of
civil government was absolutely unavoid-
able, and that the wonder is, not that the
iucrease of expense has been so great, but
that 1t has not been far greater.  (Hear,
| hear, and cheers.) Knowing the amonnt
- of necessary business that we have been
- doing, I myself am greatly surprised that
| we have been able to accomplish so mnch
| with so Jittle additional expense,  Wa
should not have been able to do so hut
that I haye able colleagues i all tha de-
partments, and that the ofhicers in the var-
1ons departinents have becn becoming
more and more cthicient.  As they became
mwore ethicient and entitled to an increase of
salary we have recommended that they
should receive the increase. It we had
refused 1t we could not have expected use-
ful oflicials to remain, or it they rematued
we could not expect them to work as
heartily as the public interests require
that they should do.  Most of these oth
| cers were appointed by our opponents,
and the sympathies of most of these have
been with our opponents.  For their in-
creased salavies they lave done wmore
work ; and as a rule the increase of the
work they have done has !

|

Leen more than
the increase of ealarvies which the Lezisla-
ture has given to them. No much for the
tinances of the country.

OU il LEGISLATION,

Ihave already referrel to ovr legislation,
and have spoken of some of the subjects
which have occupted our attention, | had
some thought of @iving you to-night an
| enumeration of our principal measures and
explaining some of them, but it would he
I tedious to do 8o now, We have not, |
think, been charged with inactivity as
legislators ; we hnve not been atraid of
| large questions ; we have not refused to
deal with important subjects ; we have
not shrunk from daitiicult ones ; the whole
| lustory of our legislation shows thds, At
tie last P'rovincial general election, so
thorough had our previous legislationgbeen,
| 80 completely had we exhausted the sub-
| jects which our people had theretofore
| been interested about, that 1 think the
| only charge of legislative omission which
our opponents pretended to make was,
that we hiad not up to that time passed a
law for the paymient of CUrown witnesses
i eriminal cases. |t wasa rather strango
cliarce to bring agamst us a reason why
the people should not place contidence i
us, for our opponenis or their leaders had
had the Government of the country
| their hands almost continuously from 1501
| until 1872, and they had faled all shat
tine to deal with that subject,  DBut after
I we had obtamed power they represented
such a law to be so urgent, soanxiously
demanded by the peopre, that it should
I bo thousht ont by us, and framed and
| paseed at once, Fat one can account for
"their caserncss,  There waa nothing suh
stantinl to mako capital out of ; and for
the sake of not adunttin, o seenmng o
admit, that such was the case, they
brought the charge that wo had not pro-
vided for the payment of crimmal wite
nesses,  The Legwlature has since passod
such o law,  We framed a Bill for the
| purpose as soon ag we Lad thorougily con-
" widered what was necessary and collected
the needed wformation, and our Bill pro-
| vided such safeguards and restrictions that
| though considerable apprehension had al-
ways been cutertained that a very largs
sum would be required for the purpose,
the sum required bas turnsd ont to be so

moderate that' nobody has felt it & burden,

cipal counties and partly by the Covern-
ment, and in proportions whoch have met
with approval,

ENEMPTIONS TROM TANATION,

Since the last clection we have now die-
posed of almost cvery subject thiet has
been suggested as demanding legislation,
We have done so cither by logielating or
by making clear 112t the subject <id not
at present dewand legislation,  There is
but one agitated gnlijoct which we have
not yet dealt with, ana that is the oaisting
excinptions from wunieipal  assesiwent,
The present fav on that subject has etood
on the statute book in nearly its present
form for over a quarter of a century, The
party of our opponecuts was in power dur-
ing a large poction of that period, snd
they did not atteinpt to put an end to the
exemptions or even to modify them. Even
supporing we should fail to do so, even
suppositig that we have boen wrong in not
having given due attention to it hitherto,
certainly no poiut can be made against us
on that account, since our opponents had
been very much longer in power than we
have been, ind they did not dispose of it.
The question of exemption 18 a difficult
one. It is one of especial interest to
cities where Governuient property is sit-
unted, and to towns within which county
property lic . But there are other aspects
of the question which are of more exten-
sive interest, and which we are now con-
sidering. A Committee was appointed by
the House last session, at the instance of
the Government, to collect information
from Muuicipal Councils and from all
persong taking an interest in the susject.
This Committee has obtained information
with recard also to what has been done in
other conntries, and | hope that we may
be able to devise and subinit somie mea-
sure which may weet the difliculties of the
case, and  give satisfaction to all parties.
Jut when there is but one ccueral mea-
sure which it js said we ought to have
brought forward, besides those which have
alresdy been placed on the statute book,
this fact is 4 pretty clear indication that
we liave not hitherto been neglecting our
duty as legislators. 1 have touched on
some of the most import.nt of the affairs
which the preseut Government has had to
do with, aud I do not fecl that I have the
strength to occupy wnch more of your
time to-night,
PERSON AL,

It continncsto be sometites said that |
did an unjustitiable thing when 1 gave up
the oftice of Viee-Chuncellor in order to
take npon me the Oftica of premier of On-
tario ; and my acceptance of this office is
still spoken of occasionally as a decent on
my part. 1 donot regard it as a descent,
but the contrary.  Political life indeed has
been spoken of in this connection as a
slough of iniquity Ly some who attack me
on account of having left the Dench for
public life. It may be a sink or slough to
those who male the charge (hear, hear),
but in my jadgment there are no duties
more important than those that belong to
one occapying the poution which | now
occupy. |left the ofiice of Vice -Chancellor
with great reluctance, becanse | liked its
duties and it was a permaunent oflice, a
good salary was attached to it, and a pen-
sion for old age, and it was an ollice which
secures for its holders the respect of the
people. For personal reasons as well as
others, | left the Beuch with reluctance ;
but I feel now that I did well in leaving
it.  (Loud applause.) If the position
which | took iuvolved, as 1t did, some par-
sonal sacrilices, | think that by «ood for-
tune 1 havo been enabled to do a larger
amount of good to my country than |
could have done had | remained Vice-
Chancellor,  (tireat cheering.) It is a
country of great promise, this Ontario of
ours—(cheers) —aud its gool government
1s of great importance. 1V is my o¥n ua-
tive Province, it is the Province within
which all my ianterests and all my aflc-
tions are. It is the largest, the richest,
the most popules of all the 'covinces of
Canada. [t extends from the Oitawa on
the east to the Lake of the Woods on the
west., It reaches from the Nt Laiwrence
and tho great lakes on tho south, away
back to Hudson's DBay on the north.
(Cheers.) Its extent from cast to west is
upwards of a theusand miles.  Lts area is
more than twice that of Great Britam and
Ireland together. It has unbounded un-
developed wealth in its woods and forests,
its fhelds, its usheries, and 1ts mines.
(Cheers,) Its population is increasing
with arapidity that is almost wonderful,
At the time of the nnion with Lower Cana-
da our popalation did not equal haif a mil-
lon.  In ten years 1t had doubled : in an-
other ten years 1t had trebled ; in 1571 it
smounted to the large number of 1,620,-
=51, and 1t has been mercaging since,  Its
poprlation is from vearly all the countrios
1 the world., A large proportion aro na-
tives, like mysclf, of Ontario ;a large pro-
portion also are uatives of the old lands.
The sturdy Englishman, the thrifty Scotch-
man, and the warm-hearted Irishman have
a large representation among us.  We
have many, too, who, or whose iathers,
came from Germany, France, and other
countries of Europe. There are no peo-
ple i the world better clothed, better fed
or better educated than the people of Oa-
tario are now ; and irmanigrants are, as a
rule, the more pushing, energetic, and
sanguino  of their classes (o which i the
old country they belonged.  (Hear, Liear. )
There is no country in the world better
adapted than Outario is for developing &
thrifty and a hardy race. Our Province
has a glorious future before it.  An enor-
mous population is yot to occupy its terri-
tory.  Inthe position i wlneh your conti-
denco and the contidence of tha people

of Ontarto have pliwced we, I have
done my best, in conjunction  with
my colleagnes, and  with  those whoe

have civen ns theie support in tho Lomsly
ture, todevelop the easonrces of this conn
try of our alfections, our pride, and oor
hopo + (cheers) to adminster ctherent!y 1ty
public attares | to provide good lawa for thy
government of its pecpla ; and the pros
perity of all its intercsts, ! venture to
think, that,in the judgment of our friends,
and iu the judgment, too, of a good many
who are not our politieal friends, we have
uot  been entirely unsnccessful in this
work ; and, for myself, | have only further
to say that, with whatever inercased ef-
ticteney experionce has given me, I par-
pose, with God's help, to pursue in all re-
spects tho samo courss i the future
which I huve followed in the past.  (Loud
cheerd,)



