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Supplement to the “Guelph Mercury and Advertiser.” -'•••■ -

REFORM GOVERNMENT IN ONTARIO.
The Premier Reviews the Work of His Administration. Full Report of His Woodstock Speech.

Hon. Oliver Mow,it, l’rcmier of t hi tarin, 
addressed a meeting of hi» constituent» of 
North Oxford in the Town Hall, Wood 
stock, on Thursday night, 1-tli l)ee. In 
spite of the fact lhat only two days' not
ice of the meeting had liecn given, and 
that, consequently, many persons through
out the Hiding were uninformed of it, 
there was a large attendance of the most 
influential electors of Woodstock and 
North Oxford generally, the hall being 
crowded. Among the audience were a 
considerable number of ladies. The pro
ceedings throughout were marked with 
the utmost order and good feeling, the 
hon. gentleman carrying with him the 
entire sympathy of his hearers, who mani
fested their feelings by frequent and en
thusiastic bursts of applause. Mr. T. 11. 
Darker, Mayor of Woodstock, presided, 
and in addition to Mr. Mow at, Messrs. 
Thus. Oliver, M. V. for North Oxford, 
John Douglas, Ksq., President of the 
Heform Association, Rev. W. T. Mc
Mullen and Rev. W. R. Parker occupied 
seats on the platform.

The Chairman, in introducing the 
speaker of the evening, remarked that 
though some people had little faith in the 
speeches of politicians, he was sure all 
present would agree with him when he 
said that they were fortunate in having 
as their representative a thoroughly hon
est and upright man. (Cheers.) After 
they had heard the plain, unvarnished 
tale that he would deliver as to the work 
himself and his colleagues had done, they 
would, lie was satisfied, agree with him 
that Mr. Mowat was the right man in the 
right place. (Loud Cheers.)

Mil. MOWAT H SVEEi II.
On coming forward, Hon. Mr. Mowat, 

who was received with loud cheers, after 
thanking the audience for the kindly 
greeting and great consideration which he 
had invariably received from his consti
tuents said : —

It is recognized as a fitting thing that a 
representative of the people should, from 
time to time, appear before bis const!- j 
tuents to give to them an account of what I 
he had been doing as their representative, i 
and it is fitting also that he should appear 
amongst them on other occasions. I have l 
endeavored to discharge this duty, and 
regret exceedingly that I have not been 
able to visit you more frequently, 

no Ml MON AMI LOCAL foLITK S.
During the last general election contest 

l had the pleasure of addressing several 
meetings in North Oxford, though I at
tended but one meeting elsew here. The 
matters under discussion did not relate to 
Provincial allairs ; but I was doubtless 
quite within my line of duty when, at the 
request of my constituents, I appeared at 1 
these meetings. Opposition newspapers i 
and orators ire pretending that I was 
wrong in doing so. Thov say in effect 
that I came too often to North Oxford : 
and my visits during the Dominion elec
tions are urged among the strongest rea
sons why the confidence of the people of 
Ontario should bo withdrawn from me.
It happened that my views upon the so- \ 
called National Policy coincided with the 
views of my constituents. (Hear, hear, 
and cheers.) The question then before 
the people, w hichever side was right w ith 
regard to it, was in the view of all men a 
question on which the future of this 
country greatly depends. The pros|ierity 
of Canada would, by universal admission, 
be affected one way or the other whatever i 
conclusion the people should thunarnve at.

INTF.KK.STK.n As A CITIZEN.
Ill such a ease I hold that it was most 

fitting for me, as a citizen of Ontario, as 
one interested in its well-lieing, to ap|iear 
before my constituents or any others for 
the purpose of expressing my views on 
great public questions. tHear, hear.) It 
is quite true that the Local (iovermuent 
ought to lie independent of the Dominion 
(iovermuent : hut though the two (iovern- 
menti may he wholly unconnected, yet 
there is no reason why the memliers ol 
either should not take a lively interest in 
important concerns with which they may 
not have officially to do. (Hear, hear.) i 
In becoming a representative of the peo
ple in the Provincial Assembly, and in 
taking the position of Premier of the local 
(iovermuent, I did not forego the legal 
and constitutional right which a private 1 
itidividu.il possesses to take part as oppor
tunity offered in all matters of public in
terest. The Jieople of Canada have de
clared that in this country there shall he 
no connection between Church and State. 
Dues this debar an officer of the State ! 
from taking public part in the allairs of 
his Church ‘ Dues my position in the 
State forbid my attending Church meet
ings, to discuss there qm stions in which I 
may feel an interest 1 There is no reason , 
why I should abstain from taking part in 
matters relating to the general welfare of 
the Dominion, lint nobody thinks there 
is really any incongruity about the mat
ter, anil the objection is only set up be
cause those who make it feel that there is 
no solid reason why the |ample of Ontario 
should withhold from my colleagues and 
myself in the future that confidence which 
they have extended to us in the past, 

oi i < "*• nil IP'* u . Irll.'l.
fl g, now Mur (him .lev n yearn nine 

oiirpri .1 lit vm.tuuli mal nyiti in was i 
in Wished. That oient was one of great 
importance to mir country, ami a gnat 
triumph to those whose persevering efforts 
brought it about. Other great battles 
had la-ell fought and other great victories 
had been won in (lie interests of the pro 
pin of Canada la-fore that time. ’I lie ob
taining of reiponaihlo government, til- 
secularization of tin elergy reserves, the 
establishment ,.f municipal institutions 
fin spite of the charge made against tin in 
that they w< tilt! 1m mere “ sin king re- 

‘ s ') were the results of severe 
and long struggles, mid all were victories 
of great value . but not 1< ss dilticult nor 
less important than these was the estab
lishment of the svsti in which put an end 
fcirever to French Tory rule in Ontario 
(Vhww-'plnml tht luhiirti'Vmcnt of ill

our local nlliiira in our own hands, and 
gave us representation in proportion to 
our population in all things of common 
concern. It took a long time to auconi- 
plirh these victories of the past, hut now 
all men when they look hack wonder how 
measures so advantageous to the com
munity and so necessary could have been 
opposed by anybody. Our new system 
lias on the whole worked with a success 
even surpassing tlio exudations of its 
best friends.
DOMINION AM' LOVAI. QtESTIONS DIFKEK- 

KST.
Thu subjects agitated at the late Dom

inion elections are subjects which do not 
belong to the Provincial jurisdiction that 
1 have been describing ; and in the ap-

annually. So that we receive from the 
Dominion of Canada annually an aggre
gate revenue of say $1,3J3,509. Then 
we have a considerable territorial revenue. 
In 1877 this revenue, derived from clergy 
lauds, Common School lands. (Grammar 
School lands, Crown lands, woods and

preaching local elections you will have j ti,rcc millions. About two and a half

ability, and we defined certain principles 
| by which that could be accomplished 
. without favoritism to anv

.IVSTICK TO ALL \LIKE.

I In that settlement no party preferences 
j were observed ; we applied the same rule 

forests, and s.i on, amounted to 3028,712. ; to Tory municipalities as we did to tlmsc 
Tlien we receive interest upon various in- , which were Reform, and to municijialities 
vestments which the Province holds, and which were neither Tory nor Reform, if 
of which 1 will have to speak by-ami-bye. I tliere are any such. (Cheers.) dur 
In 1877 the amount of such interest was scheme passed almost without criticism at 
3182,0711. From various other sources | the time, and although you may now and 
we receive other sums, making our rev
enue for 1877 82,402,077.

AVEKAKK AMOVNT OK REVENTE.
The revenue since Confederation has 

varied from two and a quarter millions to I

millions of dollars may ho considered as 
our average annual revenue from all 
sources. Now, the great governmental

nothing to do with these subjects. The 
questions which stirred the entire country 
then arc not involved, directly or indi
rectly, in the general election which is 
■low
lntiiro has nothing to do with the tariII. j require much more than one-fifth of 
We CM neither raise it nor diminish it, ; tj,j, Nm, Some say that Government 
nor can we alter anything contained in it. : )mv0 nothing to do with any-
We have nothing lo do with Customs tiling hut these three things ; they say 
duties or Kxcise duties nothing to do 1 that Civil Administration, Legislation, 
with the duties imposed on any articles ; ;tnd Administration of Justice are the 
which we consume, whether made in the I only matters which can legitimately occupy 
e -untry or out of it. We have no power : t]m attention of Government. Ilut how- 
either to pass a prohibitory livuor law. ! Cvcr that may be, they certainly are the 

I he Dunkiti Act is a matter entirely he- ■ mi)g( important matters. They are essen- 
yoinl the jurisdiction of the Provincial ; 11:l] functions of Government, whatever 
Legislature. Wo have no right to repeal J ,,t|lvr functions Government may have, 
it ; ne have no right to alter it ; we have and whatever other duties Government 
no right to add anything to its provisions; j miy discharge. The cost of these is now 
we cannot even create by law any addi- |,ut i;,t|e over half a million of dollars.

then hear a little carping at this or the 
other feature of it, there has never to this 
day been suggested by anybody a compre
hensive scheme which it was even claimed 
would have been superior to ours ; and 1 
therefore venture to say that there never 

| will be. (Hear, hear.) That was one 
great Provincial problem, then, which 
had defied our predecessors, and with

,-etlv, in the general election which is ' purposes of the Administration of Justice, ' primers !0 * t,uccu811
ow drawing near. The Li-cal^Legisla- I’jvil Administration, and Legislation do ^

THE l-KOMNl lAI. DEBTS.

There was another important matter 
which we found unsettled when we came 
into office. Hy the Rritish North Ameri
ca Act a certain part of the délit of the 
old Province of Canada was assumed hy 
the Dominion absolutely, and a balance 
of several millions, which also the Domin
ion assumed as regards our creditors, the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec were to 
repay to the Dominion Treasury, hut in 
what proportion this balance should 
be repaid hy tile two Provinces, 
and what division of the assets 
of the old Province of Canada alumM 
be made, the British North America Act 
did not determine, and required to be 
settled by arbitrators. An award had 
been made before wo came into ollice, 
which though not giving to Ontario its 
full rights was yet such an award sa for 
the sake of a settlement Ontario was con
tented to accept. Hut Quebec objected 
to the award as unfair to Quebec, sud ille
gal, and the Dominion Government refus
ed in consequence to recognize the award 
or to give Ontario the benefit of it until 
its legality should be admitted or should 
be decided by some judicial tribunal. — 
Efforts were from time to time made to 
to get the matter arranged amicably, or 
have it referred to some tribunal for adju
dication. Wo were unable, however, to 
come to an agreement with the Province 
of Quebec, whose people had been made 
to believe that millions of dollars were 
awarded to us beyond what t Intario was 
entitled to. The dispute had in conse
quence to be referred to the Privy Coun
cil. Representatives from the two Pro
vinces met, and we ultimately retried up
on a case containing all that in the jude- 
ment of either aide was material to the de-1 
onion of the matter at issue, ami not many 
months ago the Privy Council decided in 
favor of Ontario, holding that the awaid 
was a perfectly valid one, as we hid al
ways contended. And bo that question 
was settled

TUB But NIiAliV W ESTIONS.

tionnl machinery for the purpose of giving 
legal effect to its provisions in those locali
ties where the people favor such a law.
All these important matters, which occu
pied some attention during the late elec
tions, and on other occasions, we shall 
have nothing to do with when wo come 
to consider the issues involved in our 
Provincial elections.
qvESTIONS OK I’KOVINVIAl. .IVHISWiTIOX. _____ ____ ____ „ — ,....................._

And yet our Provincial Legislature has | a problem which might well occupy very- 
very large powers. When you call to , Kr>'at attention on the part of your repre- 
mind the various branches of jurisdiction | tentatives and <m the part of yourselves, 
which it possesses you will find that they 
include those subjects with which the 
great hulk of legislation in Canada before

HOW T1IB UK VENTE SHOULD UK KMVLOYED.
As soon as the experience of a few 

years of Confederation enabled your re
presentatives to see what the probable 
needs of the country would be, and what 
the propablo expenditure would be, then 
arose the problem of how best, after set
ting aside this part, the balance of our 
revenue could be employed ; and it was

Having the large revenue which I have 
mentioned, how best may that revenue 
be employed, and how best may the ne- 

Confederation liad to do, and the great j cumulations of past years be employed f 
bulk of legislation also in almost every ! That problem was not solved nor anything

like solved, when a Reform Government 
came into power. (Hear, hear.) But it 
was not the only problem which the Re
form Government had to deal with. It 
had various other questions of great ditii- 
eulty to grapple with.

ery
free country. We have exclusive juris
diction to regulate » ur own local constitu
tion, except so far as affects the ollice of 
the Lieutenant-(iuvenior. It is fur the 
Provincial Legislature—your representa
tives there—to say of how many Houses 
the Legislature shall be constituted, 
whether as now of one House, the Legis
lative Assembly, or whether of two 
Houses, as is the case in must of the

Ml MvlVAL LOAN H ND yl KoTION 
SETTLED.

We had for instance, to deal with thea■ 'wove, iin to xiiv v«xov in iiiuih t'l t in; . . . _
ilivr Provinces. It is for the Provincial !T,at*cr1 lu Municipal Loan F und debts.

That was a question which had its origin 
a quarter of a century before, and from 
that day until we solved it the difficulty of 
the solution had been increasing (Hear, 
hear.) In 1872 the Municipal Loan 
debts, with the interest upon them, 
amounted to something like twelve mil
lions of dollars. Municipalities which 
conld have paid and ought to have paid, 
and had no sort of equitable or just dv- 

) fence to paving, had not paid. Some of 
tin so who were owing very large sums to 

' the fund had been for twenty years with
out making any payment, though they 
were able to pay, and others had been 

I for a considerable number of years equally 
neglectful of their duty. All this time 
the body of tlio people, including those 

1 who resided in unindebti d municipali
ties, were paying the interest upon the 
money which had been borrowed by the 
indebted municipalities, and which they 
had not repaid. Those who had dcriv 
no benefit from the money were thus 

j paying on it just as much as those who 
had derived all the benefit. And tint 
was not the only disadvantage connected

Legislature to say into how many constit
uencies the country shall be divided for 
Provincial representation; what the 
qualifications of the members shall bo ; 
w hat tin qualifications of electors shall be 
and bow the controverted elections are 
to be tried. All matters of this kind af
fecting the Provincial Legislature, the 
Provincial Legislature has exclusive juris
diction to deal with. We have also ex
clusive jurisdiction over the subject of the 
administration of justice, the most essen
tial function of every Government. The 
Provincial Legislature has exclusive jur
isdiction also over the gloat subjects of 
property and civil rights. It lias exclus
ive jurisdiction over all matters affecting 
our municipal institutions—institutions 
to which the country owes a large meas
ure of its past prosperity, ami to which 
its future prosperity will likewise be 
largely in lebtcd. Thu Provincial Legis
lature bus also exclusive jurisdiction over 
all educational matters the most impor
tant subject which can occupy the atten
tion of any Legislature. 11'livers. ) We 
have jurisdiction over various other mat
ters of a local kind. Now, even the 
slight and imperfect enumeration which 1

Another inter provincial difficulty that 
1 had been left for a Reform Government 
to deal with, was the uuaurvuyed boon- 

j clary line between the Province of (J;itar
in and Quebec. Very shortly after Mr. 
Hlake’i Government was formed arrange- 

| incuts were made with Lower Canada for 
running this line. The survey was enter
ed upon promptly, and has been complet
ed to the satistaction of both Governments 
as far northerly as the ease required. Ami 
so this other intro-provincial difficulty was 
removed.

There remained, however, the question 
1 of the Ixnindary between Ontario and the 

Dominion on our western and northern 
sides, and in this matter the difficulty was 
immensely greater and the land affected 
of enormously greater value than.the case 
of our easterly houndary. Little progresswith this state of things. Important

sections of the country had been kept | had been inane towards the solution of 
have made is sufficient to enable you to i,acl( 1,1 t,Ui racc nf improvement in on- this problem before Mr. Blakes Uovern- 
perevive how very important the 1’roviu- i jiionco of the hca\j indebtedness which j nient came into power. But immediately 
eial jurisdiction is, and how very impur upon them, and which it was well upon hm assuming the rciiisufotiicc.hc took 
ant it is that those who have the control known that they could not dischnrg. steps for its settlement. 1 succeeded him

if Provincial allai rs should deserve as which it was ^utterly hcyoiid their power iu the work. Some of the questions in
well as possess public confidence. (Hear, Pa>*- these cases sums so large had 
hear.) In the partial enumeration which 1 that from the first it was hu-
I have given to you 1 have not referred , ymmthe power of the borrowing muni 
to our financial matters. cipality to pay . and, where it was not

beyond their power to repay the loan ori
ginally, it had become beyond theKIN A V Is—soi K« E> Mi HEX EM I 

The British North America Act provid
ed tor a t 01 l.iiii sum -$80.000— to he paid 
to the Province out of the Dominion 
Treasury annually towards tin- expenses 
of civil government. The Provinces re
ceive annually a further sum of money 
equal to eighty cents per head of the pop
ulation under the census which had been 
taken before the passing of that Act—the 
census of 18(11—that sum being payable 
half-yearly in advance. The B. N. A. Act 
provides also that every Province should 
have the ownership and enjoyment of all 
its lands, its mines and minerals and its 
royalties, and so on. It is from those 
sources that the revenue of the Province 
is derived. We thus receive from the 
Dominion Treasury annually the follow
ing sums :—
Dm ucpouiiI of tlio sjtonfic amount that

I have mentioned...............................8 *0,00(1
On arrouiitof the subsidy of eighty ct*.

|l I- I.... ! ............................ I 111,171
And for interest on certain funds ow - 

ing to rpprr Canada hy the late 
Pro\ ifn-vof Canada before C’enfcdvr
at ion ................................... 136,896

last sum chiefly arises from the

volved in the controversy had been in de
bate ior two centuries. The documents 
and papers bearing upon the question 
were scattered over hundreds of old vol
umes, a hundred old maps had to bo con
sulted, and tlio documents, books, ami 
maps had to bo searched for and examin
ed in London and Paris, Washington and 
Albany, Ottawa and Ouel>ec. Wo man
aged to collect from all there what was 
material, and to comprise in a single vol» 

try were not partaking in the general i time of no unmanageable dimensions the 
prosperity of the rest of the Province, j whole evidence on both sides of the ques* 
and which it was the common interest ! tion, and we had one map so prepared as 
of the whole country that every part of 1 to give the material results of all the maps 
it should enjoy. which were consulted. This preliminary

There was another evil which in one 1 work great and tedious, but it made ulti- 
sense was a worse one than any of those I mate decision easy and prompt. Wo ar- 
havc mentioned, namely, that the danger ranged with the Government of the Do- 
whicli every municipality in default was i minion that the matter should he aubuiit-

È tower by the accumulations of 
unpaid interest. Property m these 
localities was depreciated, men were af
raid to settle there, and the consequence 
was that important sections of our conn

in of being at any time called upon sud
denly to pay had the effect nf keeping 
municipalities to a large extent in chains 
to the Government of tin; day and was a 
source of undue influence upon s une of 
those municipalities from which the whole 
country su tiered. It was our duty to find 
some solution for the formidable and 
growing difficulties connected with those 
debts. It was quite true that the diffi
culties had existed for a long time : it was 
quite true that it had been as much theThe

arrangi
tenure was abolished in Lower Canada.
Tims... "f you who t""k an interest in p"l 
iti«m a* Mint period will recollect that tn 
order t" ibolish fho trignorinl tenure, 
wheh « rtaiuly stood xery mu. h m the 
way of the prosperity of Lower Canada, 
large sums had to lx paid to the seigniors, 
and these sums were paid out of the pub
lie treasury. It would have been an un
just thing, as all 
should hr paid out
I pper Canada was mure largely interested 1 a measure to settle the difficulty that gavi 
than Lower Canada, and to which I ppnr ! satisfaction to the whole country and to 
Canada had contributed much more than ! all par ties in the country. (Cheers.) We 
Lower Canada ; and it was therefore du- i found a way, which the Legislature 
vlarud in effect that certain corresponding adopted, and hy which the indebted imm

inent made w hen the scignorial duty of the Governments which proceeded
oun. as it was our duty to deal with the 
subject. But they had not done to . and 
in.dead "t teuioMug the e\ il they had al 
lowed it to go .iii tiivRM. ing year after 
year, making the slightest attempt to 
grapple with it but once, and that attempt 
had proved unsuccessful. ïoukimw that 
we took up the subject in the first ses
sion alter you had given me your coiiti- 

admitted, that they deuce, and elected me as your representa- 
■f tin* funds in which live,and it was our good fortune to devise

......... .......................... .... .............. .............. ■ ■ I................. h ..........r" ■ v " limn- iiiviiv wan i uat, it wmiiu iioi nnVO DO VI
SI Ills should he passed to the credit of icipali ies were relieved upon principles , Bible to tind three gentlemen either i 
I pper Canada and that Cpper Canada admitted at the time to lie just, and at Privy Council or elsewhere, who

ted to an arbitration, though objectors do 
dared that we were sure to fail before ar
bitrators, and that what we should do was 
to carry the case to the Privy Council in- 
stead of arbitrating. Wo did not concur 
in that view. Though wo estimated high
ly the ability and learning of the Judges 
of the Privy Council, we thought that on 
our own side of the Atlantic men could be 
found as capable as any men could be to 
decide a case of this kind. Three arbi
trators were therefore chosen. The Pro
vince of Ontario selected Chief Justice 
Harrison, who has lately gone to his final 
rest after a short but brilliant career, and 
whose death is a great public loss to the 
Kounkry. (Hear, hear.) TheGovernmcnt 
of the Dominion selected Sir Francis 
Hindu,, a resident of Montreal, whose 
ability and fitness for the post all ackimw- 
Ivgded as soon as his name was announced. 
The third arbitrator selected was the Bri
tish Minister at Washington, who had 
been concerned in similar enquiries before 
a gentleman of great ability, and 
in whose judgment and imparUlity 
all parties could have confidence. 
1 believe that the general senti
ment was that it would not have been poe-

in the

mid receive the benefit of these for ; the same time satisfactory to the liiiin- 
local objects at some future time. We i debted municipalities ; and we compelled 
had not been paid when (Vnfederation j those defaulting municipalities to pay that 
was accomplished, and the amount there- l were able to pay, and had no equitable 
fore b« nue a debt due to us, and upon it , reason to urge for not j faying. Wo re- 
tVe t'utx-IVcd intWcüt fr'-tru fhb DdtniniVn ' q\urt/d thVm To th the rxtviit of thCir

more likely than these were to arrive at a 
sound conclusion, or whose conclusion 
would l»e more generally accepted as satis
factory. You know the result. By the 
award of the arbitrators a large add^tn*! 
ha» bcWi made tti the tAritdry our which

Ontario had theretofore exercised juris
diction. Among all the important ques
tions which the Government of Ontario 
lias had to deal with since Confédératif n, 
none was of greater moment to our future 
than tins question of the boundary l>e- 
twen Ontario and the Dominion ; and the 
award that we have obtained gives ur,nnt 
all that wc asked for, and not all that we 
could give pretty strong arguments in sup
port of, but all that our people really de
sire, and as much us the Province can 
make beneficial use of. (Applause.) Ai d 
so another of the problems w hich the Gov
ernment had to deal with was settled, and 
settled satisfactorily.

CONSOLIDATION Ol THE STATUTES. 
Again—the statute law of the Province 
was in a state of chaos when wo took of
fice. It was many years before that the 
statute law of Canada had been consoli
dated. Since that time annual volumes 
of statutes had been making their appear
ance, and tlmse repealed some of the laws 
as they stood in 1800, when the first con
solidation took place, altered others, 
amended others ; dead law was necessarily 
mixed up with the living law in every vol
ume of thj series ; and no volume except 
the last of the series conld show which of 
its enactments in it were still in force and 
which were not. If you wanted to know 
what the statute law wss m any subject, 
you had to consult perhaps twenty in
dexes and volumes before you could be 
reason ally sure what the existing law 
was ; and it was widi fear and trembling 
that even a lawyer gave his opiui m on any 
matter of statutory law with which he did 
not happen to he familiar,lost there should 
hr some enactment fouiowhere which had 
a bearing ou the matter in hand in some 
way and had escaped his attention. The 
form of the law, facility for ascertaining 
what th« law is, has boon said by jurists 
to be as important, it not more important, 
than the law itself. Then in the Consoli
dated Statutes of 1859,and thu subsequent 
volumes up to Confederation, laws within j 
the authority of the Provincial ljegislatura 
and laws bjyoml our authority were ne 
cessarily intermingled. To provide a re
medy tor the state of things which 1 have 
described we appointed a Commission for 
the purpose of assisting in the consolid i- 
tion and revision of our whole statute law, 
striking out everything that was dead, 
everything that was seen to be beyond 
Provincial jurisdiction ; collecting the 
scattered en ictments upon every subject, 
fusing them into one, classifying them, ar
ranging thorn in the most convenu iit way 
for easy reference ; and providing ov.o in
dex for the whole, instead of having the 
twenty indexes attached to tlio existing 
volumes. One of the absurd charges made 
against us is that wo employed a Commis
sion for the purpose of doing, or assisting 
in doing, this work. There never yet was 
an important consolidation or revision rf I 
the laws of any country that was not done 
by a Commission, and it is impossible to j 
discharge work of this kind otherwise than | 
by a Commission. Ami I may say further, I 
that tin re never was a Commission for re- | 
vising the statute law of any State or 
country which, in view of the comparative 
extent of the work, cost nearly as little as 
our Commission c >st. And their work, 
too, 1 may add, was done as well as the 
work of the best paid Commissioners that 
had ever similar work to do in any country 
1 know of. (Cheers.) Vpwards of eleven 
hundred public general statutes had to be 
examined, compared, and arranged, and 
these were ultimately reduced hy the con
solidation to two him hed and eleven. In 
the course of the work the whole body of 
the statute law underwent legislative revi
sion, as weU as consolidation. And so we 
disposed of this very important matter ; 
and the people are now enjoying the re
sults of the wrk.

MTU Ell LK< lNLATIUN.

When the Reform Government took of
fice there were many subjects on which 
prompt legislation was needed. Legisla
tion was needed in legard to the arrange
ment of the coiistitutencies : in regard to 
the election laws : in regard t" the courts; 
in regard to our municipal institutions; in 
regard to our laws of property ; in regard 
to the solemnization of marriages : and in 
regard to a great many other sub jects ; and 
we have dealt with them all ; and 1 ven
ture to say we have dealt with them sa - 
isfactonly according to the judgment of 
our friends and of xerv many who were 
not our political friends. Indeed, most of 
of the Acts which w c have passed were not 
even objected to hy our opponents, or 
were objected to very slightly and by very 
few. 1 have the satisfact it a of knowing 
that our legislation has been more success
ful than the most sanguine of our friends 
seven years ago had looked for, and has 
frequently received the express approval 
of hot h our friends and others. (Clivers. ) 
Legislation is the chief work which the 
Legislature meets from time to time to 
perform.

TI1E FINANC E*.

1 am now to speak of our finances, and 
how it was deemed best that the money at 
our command from year to year, and the 
accumulations of the previous years, 
should he employed. Mr. Smdtield Mac
donald was the first l’rcmier. \t the 
time he took office it was impossible to fore
see with that degree of certainty necessary 
for action what would he the normal re
venue under Provincial management, and 
what the annual wants and requirements 
of the Province would he. For this rea
son it was necessary at tlio start to be very 
cautious iu expenditure. Mr. handheld 
Macdonald was also a man who loved not 
to spend. (Hear ) He w-aa a iiers-'iial 
friend of mine , we had been on the same 
side of the Ibrnsc dining (hr whole period 
that 1 was a meml*er, before accepting a 
judgeship ; and I was his colleague as 
Postmaster-General when he was Premier 
of Canada. When the Coalition Govern
ment was formed, to w hich we are indebt
ed for Confederation, lie attended the Re
form caucus previous to the formation of 
the Government, and was one of those 
w ho voted that three representatives of thu 
Reform party should go into that Govern
ment, though he did not wish t > he one of 
the tine. . Shortly iftt i wsfdi I It ft pu 
litieal life, and I had no part in those 
subsequent contests in which Mr. Sand- 
field Macdonald aim tile majority of Re- 
formers differed from one another. 
Bui ! IvidjJwuvs a very jpvut resp^t for 
Mr. Mnttioimf) ftMni u'iM 1 knW <u him

while politically his ally or his colleague.
1 knew how careful he was in, amongst 
other things, all matters of finance ; in
deed, the saving of money in pill lie mat
ters had with him been almost a passion. 
To such causes it was owing that he com
menced the Provincial expenditure on a 
very low scale, hut even with him the an- 
ntial expenditure was constantly increas
ing. For instance, in 18418 his expendi
ture was ^l,lUL‘,J5il ; in 1809 it ran up to 
81,444,(108; in 1870 it was £1 ,«580,fitk‘i ; 
in 1871 it was 81 ,Hlti,8(»G ; hut all these 
stuns left a considerable unexpended sur
plus of revenue. Now, w hat should be 
done with this surplus ! That was a mat
ter upon which there wns n good deal of 
discussion before Mr. Handheld Macdon
ald lost power ; aiid the discussion con
tinued afterwards. Mr. Handheld Mac
donald ma :.e up his mind in his last year 
that a million and a half of the surplus 
should go to railways.

KAILWA V EXI'ENDITU HE.
I nfortunatuly, however, in setting aside 

that amount he w as induced to take into 
the hands of the Government the decision 
as to the particular railways to be aided. 
The Act setting asido the sum provided 
that the selection of the railway should be 
by the Lk.u*iiiHht-Governor in Council, 
not by the Leu*.slat are, not with the sanc
tion of the Legislature, not even after no
tice to the Legislature or thu public. The 
appr pri itiou to a railwny might ho made, 
and the mon.y mi-lit be expended, long 
before either Pin Lament or the countiy 
would know anything about the appropria
tion. There was i.o practical nstriction 
upon the power of the Government iu the 
m itter, except that the amouuc per mile 
was not to be less than $'2,000,and was not 
to exceed $4,000, but. between tnose sums 
what the bonus should be was left entirely 
to the G jvjrriuiPt.t - f the day. No notice 
had to t»o published in the of what
the Go venire m* was doing, no return was 
even required by the Act to be made to 
the Legislature. The recital iu the Act 
professed to riser ct the grants by the 
Government to any railways which led to 
our free «grant territory, or that led to 
inland waters, or should run through thin
ly settled tr .cts of country. I would like 
co know wiiat part of Ontario would not 
come within one or the other of these de
scriptions ! The people disapproved of 
that large power being placed in the hands 
of the Government, and it was on this ac
count that at the next general election the 
Government was unsuccessful, more than 
for any other act or omission with which 
the Government '"as charg' d. Such an 
assumption of authority was contrary to 
the spirit of our constitutional system, it 
was contrary to the spirit of representa
tive government that so large a power 
should he given to any Government as was 
provided by the statute. I cannot but 
biisp. ct that it was not by Mr. .Sandfield 
Macdonald s ow n desire or suggestion that 
liiia power was Taken by the Governor in 
Council. His Government whs a Coali
tion. The membv. o nf it were not Drou ght 
up in the same political school, and had 
been opposed to one another upon all the 
old issues. Of course, coming together in 
a Government, they had to give way to- 

' gether in a Government, they had to g ve 
way to one another. 1 can well uinh-r- 
stand some of the colleagues of Mr. Mac
donald desiring this large power to be tak
en by the G vernor-in Council, but it w is 
so contrary to w iiat w;is to bo expected 
from the whole political life of Mr. Mac
donald himself, that I have little doubt 
this feature of his railway scheme was one 
of those matters in which ho in his turn 
gave way to his e >lleagues,ad in other mat- 

! ters they gave way to him. There must 
always be compromises of th - t kind in such 

i a Government, and those who kuew Mr. 
Macdonald well in the olden time can have 

1 lit*le doubt that this error v as one of the 
j compromises. Except in this aii-import- 
! ant respect, his Railway Act was a very 
! good Act, and, after being divested of the 
objectionable provisions, has since been 
worked with great public advantage. !n 

j the first session after Mr. Handheld Mao 
! d.maid’s Government Ml, his successor, 

Mr. Blake, who had always fully recogniz- 
I ed the value of railways in developing the 
j r sources of tht> country an 1 in augment-
* ing its wealth, induced the Legislature t > 
increase the appn <\iriatiou f- >r rail ways from 
Hi ,509,000 to $1.900,000, and also to ap-

1 propriate yl,lUj.'0U a year tor twenty years 
for the same object. Additional appro
priations wt re made in uiy time. Iu re- 

; t-pect of all these sums, up to the last day of 
December, 1877, w e had paid in aid of rail
ways $2,01)5,900. (Cheirs.) These pay
ments were all made to railways which had 
already received the approbation of the lo
cal i ties through whicii they passed, us 
shown hy their previously contributing to 
the same roads seven millions of dollars 

' (7,089,480), being more than three times 
i the amount w hich the Government lias eu 
paid. By this means up wards of 1,T(K) miles 

i of new railway in various parts or the I’ro- 
] vineo had bo5n built hy the end of 1877,
! and the total expenditure since 187*J from 
| all sources in respect of the railways aided 
by the Province, including the )bonuses 
wh'cli 1 have mentioned, was about

I 000,000.
WHY Tilt: DKt'UKShlON FELL LIoUTLY 

UPON VS.
* The period during which this large 
| amount of money was expended was a

p< rioi of depression all over the world— 
depression from causes which have been 
discussed e uihiderably of late, which most 
of you are now familiar with, and whi.h 
did not atidet one nation only, hut alTwtvd 
the entire commercial iturld. But it is a 
remarkable fact that Ontario, though »t 
shared in the depression, su tiered It* is from 
it than most other countries did ; and one 
cause of that circumstance undoubtedly 
was that during that trying period these 
twenty-two millions of dollars were being 
expended in the building of the local rail- 

! ways of the et.untry. (Hear, hear.) Rut 
it was not only thu spending of that large 

l sum that made its fuel the depression less 
( than it was felt elsewhere. The railways 
so built increased values generally as fast 

I as the railways were completed. They in
creased in the country through which they 

j passed thu value of farm property, of farm 
| labor, and of farm producti ; they dimin- 
ished the expense and diliiuulty of bring- J ing products to market ; they led to the 

I creation of new villages, and rfiey inuK'A*-
! cu lift iwriVity Ifl rillif^W anti towuo al-

1



ready existing. These railways served, 
too. to facilitate the settlement of our un
occupied lauds, to promote commercial and 
social intercourse, and in various ways 
directly and indirectly they 1 .ve added to 
the wealth, the comtort, end tlm general 
well-being of the people. (Hear, hear, 
and cheers.) Our railway expenditure, 
leading us it did to so many direct and in
cidental id vantages, constituted a very 
import nt factor in uv causer, of the com
parative freedom vhich this Province i 
enjoyed from the distress that prevailed 
in other countrit s.

THU st It I’LL- 1C ' ÂV. ! ItVI'lON.
But our railway txp* ndiinre waa not 

tho only expenditure ot Provincial funds 
which contributed to th:»t condition of 
things. 1 have already Hated that in tho | 
settlement of the Municipal Loan Fund I 
Debt <piestion we relieved, either wholly 
or partially as the case required, import- ! 
ant sections of the country from debts which 
for years hail been weighing them down, 
and in various ways interfering with their 1 
prosperity. But besides that relief, we 
made a large expenditure in order to com
pensate nnindebted municipalities. If tho I 
Legislature relieved the latter, it was 
simple justice to a1.: those municipalities | 
that were not in debt, and had long been • 
assisting in paying the debts of others, that 
they should receive some comp» nsa- 
tion ; and the compensation pro
vided by the Legislature on our j 
recommendation was an allowance to 
every munic ipality in the Province of 82 
per head of their population, and an addi
tional allowance on a fixed principal to 
those municipalities that had already 
spent money on railways. Vnder this 
head we paid out, up to the end of De
cember, 1877. to the municipalities more 
than three initions of dollars (11.117,325), 
and this money has been employed by the 
municipalities in various objects of public 
utility selected by themselves. The stat
ute setting the mouev apart required that 
it should be employed in the respective lo
calities either in the payment of debts, or 
in objects of permanent usefulness, so that 
it might not be frittered away in the cur
rent expenses of a municipality. And 
how did the municipalities expend the 
money/ They expended ic as follows:
In Uoadn and t ridges.........  #1, IAS,740 31
i‘ay In g drill rau-vd by ^rantin-r aid

to Ulwayf 731 •l*ayinxotheruehlsin••iir:vtl for per-
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with their efficiency. and now compare 
nr institutions in

ihstitutions referre<l to are conducted with system, which perhaps their fathers had 
the greatest possible economy, consistent ' not. The Legislature thought, therefore,

that r.o sufficient reason existed why that 
class of persons should not be permitted 

other countries, both fur tlh ivney and ec- to vote, though they should have »o se
parate property. We have also, in the 
interest of farmers, an Agricultural Col
lege and a Model Farm, etc.

LOST OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

Iri crnection with tho matter of expend-

uomy. In al! reepects they area credit 
to <iur Prux inco, as visitors cuniputcnfc to 
j m1 jo are constantly testifying. Again, 
in regard t-> agriculture, literary, and 
scivntiucsocietiesLhe avi'iaveammalexpnn- 
Jitmeupt»» 1871 was £75,715, andtho nwr

Provincial Secretary. Then thuro wr.s a 
change of the law with regard to marriage 
licenses, which were sLo formerly a - 
tended to by tho Domini» n Goveruniur. 
The subject was taken in hand by tit 
Provincial Government in 1871, and 431 
issuers of licenses in the Province have 
been appointed,with whom tho Provincial 
S< cret.iry has to corresp ond. The number 
of licenses issued from the Department in 
1877 was 12,1107. The Provincial Heere-

Age expenditure since,np to 1877 inclusive, iture, Opposition journals have pointed to I tar y had the pleasure of making nearly

Or, includii.gt.it- cents, the amoant is £5.- 
232,374.83'. I , giving you there figures I 
have mentioned Mr. Mm'pher •»n'.s naiiio. 
1 understand that the Moil < f thi^* morn
ing contains :«n elaborate attack by tin; 
S nntor on th« Local Government, and on 
myself in particular. I was greatly aur

the cost of civil government as having 
been greater since Mr. Saudfield M&cdon- 

| aid's time than it had been in my time.

that number » i couples happy in that ;.vai. 
Tho Departmental work incidental t»> thi 
legislation ii work that Mr. Human*’, i

But it is manifest that a* a country a»l- j Macdonald * Government had neither tho

was £83,3*2. I do not know any purpose 
I that we could have employe»! this amount 
I of our extra funds in (as we have them) 

move properly than in the increase we 
1 have math- in that item. In tin,- sam.! 
manner 1 am prepared to account f«»r, and 

1 to justify, every particular of increase 
| which has taken place since 1871. Some

prised when 1 heard tins ; and F have not I increases have been from causes beyond , ways does increase everywhere,
yet read his paper. I <laro s iy that it con- , governmental control, and every increase ! hear.) To illustrate thirt, take a single I rated. Of these fc< a there were received 
tains nothing new, but it docs it will he | has been in the public interest where the | fact connected with the expense of the

i vances, as its population increases, its 
wealth increases, and as its public Affairs 1 

■ extend and become complicated, the cost | 
| of civil government must increase, and al- »

(Hear,

pleasure nor the trouble of performing 
There are charters and commissions issued 
from the same Department, and perhaps 
some other work occasionally dune, for 
which fees are paid by the partira inter-

answered. I havo giver you 
of assets amounting to £3.23! 
our d< !>** ! -Tiie debt due t*» Quebec for 
school lands, in which, though situate in 
Ontario, the same arbitrators gave Quo- 
bv«; a sh ire, amounts t*> somewhere a* out 
82711,032. Another item is for the Hock- 
wood Asylum.which the Province bought 
from tho Dominion f >r £35,500, our other 
institution» unfortunately not being largo 
enough to accommodate the increasing 
Lumber of unhappy lunatics. These two 
debts make 8333,552, thus leaving

a Maternent , matter was within our control. You see : governmental departments in the old Pro- 
71. As to ! it sometimes stated in the newspapers that l vince <»f Canada. In 1853, tho year bo-

balance of 85,835,822. (Cheers.) < if this | Province was this ; We hud a surplus from

we have been expending more annually \ fore Sir John A. Macdonald and his enabling 
th in we have received for tho year uf the friends obtained tho power which they 1 poratid 
vxp» udituro, and to a certain extent that 
is not only true, but we intended, and 
proclaimed, it from the lirst. We could 
nut have expended those large sums 
amongst municipalities, amongst railways, 
and s<> on, if we had absurdly and weakly 
determined to expend no more in a year 
for any purpose whatever than we should 
receive in the war. The position of the

: other years, ami it was upon that surplus 
| we were drawing. But what has been the 
i practice of these opponents of ours, who 
talk and write so glibly about our so-cal- 

| led annual dvticita / I have n memoran

dum we lmd before December, 1877, ap
propriated to railwavs—if they should l»u 
built, ns 1 presume they will be -about
8340,783, over and above the two millions 
we had paid ns before stated ; and there 
are still at the date mentioned, of the 
sums appropriated on account of the sur
plus distribution balances not yet called 
for amounting to about 8202,234. These 
two sums amount together to 81,143,023.
Taking tint sum from th« six millions (or i Mhy, for the year endin 
in ex et ligures £5.835,822) which 1 have 
before mentioned, there is a clear surplus 
of £4,762,7m1, or about four and three- 
quarter millions of dollars, ns matters

hold so long, the expense of tho govern- 
niet:tal|depart monts was only 8144,415,but 
it ran up thenceforward year by year un
til in 1832 it amounted to more than throe 
times that sum, or 8483,320. ami it can
not he pretended that ours has even doub
led in amount. You see, therefore, In w

in 1871 $2.283 ,but in 187<i 86,434, and 
in 1877 £5,235. Another occasion of 

I increased work v as the Act passe»!
persons to become incor- 
by letters patent from the

(lovernment, instead of having to submit 
to the delay and expense and trouble of 
getting special Acts of Incorporation 
from Parliament. The consequence of 
that legislation has been that a large num
ber of these charters has been obtained, 
for which there was no corresponding

absurd it is for those who believe in the work done by Mr. Handheld Macdonald’s 
men under whom that increase took place | Provincial .Secretary ; the time of t

t »v. ii hulls lm\ 
pitiii for, anil

Ik*
». 'lllllHT ul

1 if», ill Ï:

1858, lv .spent more than tho revenue by 
83,375,317 ; in 1853 by £1, 434, 744: in 
1830 by $1,375,383 ; in 1831 by £1.333,. 
0»IS : in 1832 the excess was £2,034,331 ; 

stood on the 5l*t of Dre., I>77 ; and ! and in 1835 the exci se was £-870,430. For 
there are debts due to us in respect of | this last year my friend Mr. Handheld 
Crown lands and timber dues, etc., not t Macdonald was the Premier, and he and 
taken into account in th » statement which 
1 have given to you. Thus, after all the 
large and beneficial expenditure for rail
ways, and in surplus distribution : after 
the investments in drainage dohenturcp. 
and after carrying on the whole govern
ment of the country in a most efficient

to pretend, or to consider, that it is a de
cisive argument, or any argument, against 
a Government that there ha* been an in
crease in the expense of civil administra
tion. There are various reasons why 
some increase should have taken place in 

dum here which has been taken from a j Ontario, even if there had been no m- 
rvturn made by the officers of the Dom- ! crease in the business done ; but, without 
inion as to the practice of Sir .John | dwelling upon these, ami supposing that i nearly twice the number 
Macdonald’s Government during his j there had been no increase in the j that had been issued in 
day. And what di es this return show / i cost of living, that we had been

I ablelist December,

his Government were responsible. The 
reference of our opponents is made chiefly 
I suppose, to continu credulous followers 
of their own ; and the ligures which 1 
have gneii ought to convince even them 
of the fallacy of the talk about our deficits. 

Indeed, one cannot but wonder at the 
left to he i simplicity < f those who make it n charge 

against the Provincial Government that
market* nivt i«»« k »»; • » 
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we have sometimes to expend more than

This large amount lias thus been cm . 
ployed in woiks or for purposes which j 
cither would otherwise not have been 
undertaken, or else would have been 
undertaken by an increase of public burd
ens, and by the direct taxation of the peo
ple of the municipalities making the ex
penditure.

EXPENDITURE FOU DRAINAGE PURPOSES. ! 

Another item of Provincial expenditure 
which contributed something to lessen the ; 
depression among the people ati‘*ct“d by 
the expenditure was the sun of £328,380 
advanced from Provincial funds for muni- , 
cipal drainage purposes, and tho purchase 
of drainage debenture?. This sum, to
gether with the amounts previously men
tioned as paid to railways and in surplus 
distribution, make a total of upwards of 
5! million dollars (£5,353,55.5) expended 
since 1871 in these ways fur tho direct 1 
benefit of the people. No one can say that 
these expenditures should have come, ur 
were intended or supposed to come, out of 
the annual revenue. Our wlvMe scheun of 
surplus distribution was founded on the 
fact of possessing an unexpended surplus. 
And so with regard to the laiiway expend
iture, whether as projected by Mr. Sand- 
field’s Government or as carried out by the 
Government which succeeded his. The 
aggregate sum under the three heads 
which 1 have specified exceeded by up
wards of a million dollars Mr. Sandfi id 
Macdonald's unexpended surplus, so that 
if we had no surplus now, and if in thaï re
spect we were now no better oil* than any 
other Province is (for not one <»f them has 
a surplus), the mode of expending the sur
plus was such as to entitle my friends n .«1 
myself to look for a renewal of the confi- 1 
deuce and supportoî the people. (L»ud 
cheers.) We did not think it a good tiling 
to hoard up the moi ey that was in th : 
public treasury or that coming 
into it, and we therefore < mployed it in 
ways that were far better, and more bum:- , 
ficial to tho people, than hoarding it in 
banka would have been. (Hear, hear.) If 
we had not only employed < wrv cent of 
tho old surplus and had nothing of it now 
remaining, out if we hail also used up the 
whole annual revenue in inmssniy or j 
useful annual expenditure, we should : 
have been justified masking yen for your 
continued confidence, on tin* ground that 
the expenditure was wise and pmj ur -was 
such as the country h is derived m»»' u than 
corresponding bene tit from, can inues to, 
derive benefit from, and will continue tu I 
do so for years to come. (Cheer.-.) Apart 
from the items I have mentioi.» d,our aver
age annual expenditure for other purposes i 
lias been within our average revenue, and ! 
the result is that there is a surplus, and a 
large surplus, Mill. Newspaper writers 
and stump speakera talk occasi jiiully 
about our having annua! dc licit s, and Limy 
make a show of proving it by mixing lip 1 
figures which ought to he kept, sup irate, 
and those who . <»mi il in ought to know 
that in doing so tiny ,in nuking decep
tive atatvmeiits. Ii we had paid away 
the old surplud, and had also been ex
pending morn than »nir r venm* since,how 
is it that we havo tin; surplus still /

THE INSET* Ol THE I'ltOMN» K.
For wo still havo on hand tin touched of 

Mr. Handheld Macdoiiahl’» iu v« nt nient» in 
Dominion stock and Domiiiicti bonds, 
about two millions of dollars, hotwitli 1 
standing our surplus attribution, our rail 1 
way payments, our drainage investments, i 
and the large annual cal1» for public build
ings, colonization roads, <>thcr public , 
works, and the hundred n- uevdsary or use- ] 
ful purposes to which public money is an
nually voted by the people’s représenta I 
lives. At tho end of December, 1877, wu j 
had investments and other arrets (omitting | 
tht cVhftO a- folIuWs

and vigorous way, we still have 
disposed of as the people of thi - country 
may from lime to time think best,
A svurus Ol SKAHl.V FIVE MILLION OV 

DOLLAR*.
Thu figures of expenditures which 1 have 
given to you do not include large sums 
voted, on what w ould be treat. ’ elsewhere 
as capital account, but has liven paid by 
us rut of current revenue, formally im
portant objects uf a permanent nature. I 
Thus, up to the end of 1*77 we had ex
pended, beside all the figures tin*.: 1 have 
given you, on public w. rks nul buildings 
no less n sum than £1,870,302, ar-.d on 
colonization ronds through tho unsettled 
territory, from which we d<mo a very 
large territorial revenue, £583,381. Tue.e 
expenditures also have helped, both dir
ectly and indirectly, to promote the pros
perity of tho country and 1er sen the dis
tress already referred to.
WHY THE EM'EMilTl’Iir. HAS INi'RKASEi1. I

Having fund» in baud beyond actual nee- I 
cessities, and having to consider from year i 
to year how bust to employ these funds, 
beside all the expenditure that l have | 81nCo
mentioned, the Legislature have thought i .. . , , .. .t. * I there wi.s voted for the first time for suu-lt r.gilt to mereasv, for instance, the ex- ,
|i. mature (or pur[>-«H. of ud.ica i.m. The I dr>;eervw” c",)nvel'n1n w,t ' tho
am,mil nver.i^u expenditure l.y the (1, culture ,nd the art,, .itch a. the luveM,-

I is received during tho year,(hough we had 
it to s, end, while their own friends used 

; to spend far more than the revenue, when 
j they could only do so by borrowing tho 

money. (Cheers.)
AURIULLTUKAL l.ElilsLATION.

! Lome of our expenditure and our legisla
tion have bad to do in a special way with 
the farming community. Our general ex
penditure benv:its al! clisse» equally ; but 
our increased expenditure on matters 

i which have a special inter», st. for farmers 
| has been a portion of that general increase 

w t'i which we are absurdly charged as 
manifesting extravagance and incapacity. 
In 1*71 the vote for the agricultural as
sociations, etc., was £55,100 ; in 1878, our 
last year, it was £37,U0O for the same nb- 

j j».‘vt*. As wo had extra money, why 
; should we not give some of it to those ob- 
I jeefs / We have made an advance of50 per 
cent, in the vote which I have mentioned. 
L»-t us look at some of the particulars in
cluded in this item. Tho Legislature 
voted for dairy associations in 1874, £700, 
and since 1874 $2,000 a year ; in 1872

to retain in the service 
every officer without any increase iu Ins 
salary, and that there was no reason why 
the same amount of work should not be 
done without any addliional expenditure,! 
affirm that the increase in the work has 
far exceeded the increase in the expendi
ture. If you farmers, or merchants, or 
other employers have to get double the 
work, you expect, other things being the 
same, that the cost of doing it will be in
creased likewise. If you could manage 
to get double tho work done, while only 
increasing tho expenditure one-half, I 
think you would consider yourselves 
pretty fortunate men. To what extent

Legislature has been saved, and the 
country spared the expense which the old 
inethoif involved. The numb; r of letters 
patent issued under the law which existed 
b« tore ours for the ten years from 1851 to 
1874 was 12ft, while during the four yeais 
subsequent to the passage uf our Act, say 
to 12th of <>et., 1878, there were 212, or 

four years 
the tun yoai s 

previous. In other words,--during tho 
former period the annual average was 12. 
while in tho subsequent time the annual 
average was 53. But f»»r our Act thuro 
would probably have been an additi - 
of 40 or 50 Maintes to every volume since. 
Again, in 1871 the number of returns 
ma le from this office to the other depart - 
ments <4 the Government was 312; but 
in 1875 the number whs 2,,‘.’73, or thru 
time» as many. Tue number uf reports 
from other Department» in 1*71 was 470, 
and in 1*75 it was 1,2*8, or nearly three 
times aa many. The number of letters 
received in this Department in 1*71 was 
1,530,and m 1*75 3,500,or nearly double 
Tho number of letters sent in 1 *71 was

has the work of our civil government in- j 1,280, and in 1875 tt was 3,248, or nearly 
creased / Take, for instance my own do- hree times us many. You will sec from 
partmvnt, that of Attorney-General and | these figures that the amount of work at 
the Executive Council You will easily ! this Department is at least double what 
understand that there must have arisen a I it was in Mr. Handheld Macdonald’s time, 
large niuountof new business from our sur- | And has the expenditure also more than 
plus distribution, in addition to all tho old i doubled t No: tor in 1871 it was £13,- 
classes of work. All tho municipal by- j 175, and in 1877 it was only £22,552. 
laws had to he examined to ascertain that /Hear, hear.) More tham that, the in- 
they corresponded with the Act, and this creased revenue from one small branch < t 
entailed a great dual of consideration and 1 the work in the Provincial Secretary’s 
correspondence. Then the ai»l given from office, mentioned it moment ago, 
time to time to railways w'as the result of 1 was about three thousand dollars, and this 
un examination uf every case in which aid I increase, therefore, nearly covered the 
was asked for. We have to examine the whole additional expenditure of the De- 
capabilities of the road, and ail other partment. So that, notwithstanding an
facts which hear on the propriety of assist
ing it. Many railroads apply to which we 
givonoaid,but the rejected applications as 
well as the successful applications involve 
labor to several of the departments, in
cluding uiy own. From various other

enormous increase of work, the country 
pays no more for tho administration of 
the Provincial Secretary a Department than 
was paid in 1871. 1 may review elsewhere 
the case of the other departments, but 1 
think 1 must have satis lied ever) body,

causes the work has greatly increased, I from the statements which I have already
both t<> the head of the department and to ! 
tho officers ; to what extent you may 
understand from one or two facts which I 
will mention. Thero is a sepaiato official 
tile kept for every important matter 
which passes through my department, i 
One tile may embrace a largo number of

made, that an increase in the expense of 
civil government was absolutely unavoid
able, and that the wonder is, not that tho 
increase of expense has be*en so great, but 
that it has not bien far greater. (Hear, 
hoar, and cheers.) Knowing the amount 
of necessary business that wv have been

documents and papers. In 1871, the last doing, 1 myself am greatly surprised that

ermueutf >r educational object?, up to 1871,
Mr. Handheld M icdonald » last year, was 
£357,325 ; thciumu il average expenditure 
emeu has been£431,518, f<>r w u believed that 
we C'fuld not cii.pl' y public money nuro 
usefully than in promoting the education 
of the people. (Clivers.) Education is 
to the general interest iu every way— 
economically, rocially, politically, uioral y, 
and religiously. The education of the 
people is in fa'-t tho moat important object
that can recuire public nttenti-.n, and . ... - . , A♦i , .1 : ï . ill habi s, etc., ot insects—a puhu-ctthere is iiothim', as 1 n race t<> ace, winch ! ’■ ... . J, innately so important to our larme

galion < f the diseases of animal* and crops, 
the ravages of insects, and other objects 
not o'her wise provided fur. the sum of 
£1,000, and ever since 1874 wo have been 
voting £2 000 a year for the same objects. 
La*t yo u- we appropriated for a bureau of 

i agricultural statistics. £1,000. We have 
doubled tiie amounts voted before our 

l time t<> the Fruit Growers’ Association.
NX lave addt 
to m arv grant 

i Society establish

1 50 per cent, to the cue 
to t ho Entomological 

1 f »r investigating the 
unfoi- 

tarmera. We 
have provided fur the expenditure of 
$2UO,0UU in tho purchase of drainage de
benture» to encourage the draining of 
portion* of the country, through the 
Municipal Councils, by buying from them 
the

our people mure prize than educational 
facilities tor their children. (Lutid ap
plause.) They imvo shown tln.t in many 
ways, and am nigH others iu this, that, 
while wu have been assi ting in tliia great 
work with larger gran.s than before, the 
expenditun by the people for the same 
object lias increased far more than ums 
haa ; and they expend year by year lar 
more money on v Uivatioual purpose» than 
such sunifi ub they have received from the 
Government. For example, the whole 
expenditure on Public and Separate 
Schools and High Schools for 1877 was 
imt far from four millions of dollars, viz.,
£3,333,515. Of that sum the Province 
only contributed £343 /32. The people . , . ... ...have bu.it au,l 0,5 better .U, lu,d the
they are paying better salaries tu their 
teachers, they b»u gutting better teachers, 
ami they are availing themselves of ecliool 
appliances »d all kinds of an improved 
description. < hir expenditure on educa
tion lias increased ir-m «5315,887, the 
amount in 1871 Mr. Sandtiehl Macdon
ald a iast year to £543,732, the amount 
in 1877. But the people’s expenditure 
for the same object lias increased m re
spect of teachers’ salaries from £1,131,475 
in 1*71, to £1,858,320 in 1875; and in

year of Mr. Handheld Macdonald s admin 
lstration, the number of official hies in 
this department was 805 ; the next year 
it was 1,454, and in 1877 it had risen to 
1,707. Orders in Council in 1871 num
bered 237 ; tho following year 238 ; in 
one year of my time the number was7U3; 
and the average during the period subse
quent to 1871 has been double what it was 
before that time. The comparative num
ber of letters written in a department or 
office »»f business in successive years is 
generally a very g<»od index of the com
parative amount uf business dune. In 
1871 tho official letters of this department 
c< \ "red 230 pages, in 1872 it covered 1,- 
153 pages, and in 1877 it covered 2,534 
pages. These figures demonstrate if any
thing can demonstrate, that the amount

1\ . i of business done m t lie office of tho Exe-e debentures i.Miii d tor this purpose at . , . ... , ,,i , „ „ , ( .. . „ . 6 ' 1 . : cutivo Council and Attorney-louerai hasH e low rate of nVvrest of .» pur cent. ,..... \t. u
I’lie sums which we have paid in that way
for the purchase of drainage debentures , . , , ,, , . . .y». -,
mulrr ... Act . t ,mr I u",ll,le' ' "T ' L,‘, ..n" eX."1 b,,anees of th<’
work which bu he™ vxvcut«d it, ditiomit ! L,f the, dti|'lrft”ent '*£?}"’; ' ’ a,,d
. ..... . . . ... s I in 18,,, instead of being 820,000, it was

only £14.530. (Cheers.) In other words, 
though tho business had more than doub

more tlmn doubled since Mr. Handheld 
Macdonald’» time. Now .has the expense 

i doubled ( Fur fnun it.

we have been able to accomplish so much 
with so little additional expens*. We 
should not have been able to do so blit 
that 1 have able colleagues in all tlie de
partments. and that the< th»*crs in the var
ious departments have been becoming 
more and more efficient. As they became 
more efficient and entitled t»» an increase of 
salary we have recommended that they 
should receive the increase. It wo had 
refused it we could not have expected use
ful otlicials to remain, <»r it they remained 
we could not expect them to work ns 
heartily a:> the public interests require 
that they should do. Most of these uffi 
ctr.i were appointed by our opponents, 
and tho sympathies of most of these have 
been with our opponents. For their in
creased salaries they havo done more 
work ; and aa a rule the increase of the 
work they have done has been more than 
the increase of ralaries which the Legisla
ture has given to them. So much for the 

country.

localities under an Act which w;is passed 
in 1*71, and which provides tor the repay 
ment of these sums 
amounted up to 51st December, 1*77, to 
£328,580. There have been 250 miles of 

area drained has
been 203,10U Here s.

TILE PI! A IN V.F.,

LEGISLATION.

to the Province, | , V f, , s . . .1x77. led, the had ol, y ,ncrea,vd by
one-half. Again, the administration of 
justice is another head of expenditure in 
which there has been an increase ; and 
that is one of the matters which ton largo

List session tho Ijegi.dature went a little 
further in tho sumo direction, and approp
riated the further sum of £203,000 at the 
iiii.tanco of leading farmers in the House 
and out of the house,connected with agri
cultural associations and otherwise, the 
money to bo extended in tilo drainage. 
The sums advanced are to bo repaid to 
the Frovinue in twenty years, and are 
lent at the low rate of live per cunt.

respect uf ecliool sites, buildings, repairs, [ 
cYc., from £511,810 in 1871, to £1,158,134 j immigration.
iu 1873. 1 name 1875 hero because 1 have Then we have for some years paid nothing 
not nt hand the ligures f»;r 1877. Edu- | toward» immigration in tho way of bun- 
cation is one of the objects for which, uses, except to farm laborers and dornea- 
f-ince we hud the money, we have felt it a , tic servants. There has always been,with

I have already referre d to our legislation, 
and have spoken of some uf the subjects 
which have occupied our attention. I had 
some thought of giving you to-night an 
enumeration of our principal measures ami 
explaining some of them, but it would be 
tedious to do o»» now. We have not, 1

duty to recommend a mole liberal ex pun 
biture than previously. 1 shall mention 
Rome others (for time docs nut admit of a 
full enumeration), that you may judge 
whether, having money tu employ, wu 
v uv right in gn mg to u larger extent to 
tlm variuiM objects <>f expenditure which 
”.»ii within our control than had 
Ken given to them previously. Thus, 
upon colonization roads, the average annual 
vxpvmlituro up to 1871 was £41,M* ; tlwi 
average annuid exp -lvlitmo for the suhse- 
|iieiit period unto 1N77 was $37,285. Hu fur

extent are not under the control of a Gov- I think, been charged with inactivity aa 
era ment ; but, on the contrary, tho tx- legislators ; wo have not been afraid of 
pense incurred depends on circumstances I large questions ; we have not refused to 
which the Government cannot intluenco deal with important subjects; we have 
in the slightest degree. That tho work 1 not shrunk from difficult une» ; tho whole 
haa enormously increased tho comparative history of our legislation tdious this. At 
number «if committments to the gaols will I the last Provincial general election, so 
show, in l*5't tho number was 5,555; in thorough had our previous legi»lationjboe:i, 
1*75 it was <1,373 ; in 1*71, 5,515 ; so completely had we exhausted the sub- 
and it has gone on incieasing year by i jects which our people had theretofore 
year, till in 1*77 the number had reached been interested about, that 1 think the 
13,4*1. This increase, I may observe, is ' only charge of legislative omission which 
no doubt partly owing to the hard times ; our opponents pretended to make was, 
for it is found by experience in all Colin- that we had not up to tliut time passed a 
tries that during hard tunes the number law for the payment ot <'rowu witnesses 
of crimes of all kinds greatly increase. I 
have said that in 1*77 tho number of com-

the exception of a short period during tin 
spring of tho present year, a demand 
among our farmers for a much larger num
ber of farm laborers than could he sup
plied ; and all <»f you know tho difficulty 
of obtaining domestic servants, particular
ly in tiie country.

F ARM El s' FHANrHISE.

in criminal cases. It was a rather strange 
charge to bring agamst us a reason why 

mitmentrt was 13,481, being more than the people should not placo coiilidvnce in

NVe havo also made provisi<»n for giving , 
the franchise to fanner»’ huiih, and the j 
reason of doing so will bo obvious t»i those 

| who are acquaintnl with agricultural life 
public works the average expenditure up | in Ontario. We had already provided nn 
to 1*71 was £273,■ 7!*, and for tho sub- income franchise, by which residents in 
sequent period £311,832. In the main- cities and towns are chiefly beuetilted.

double the number in Mr. Hand held 
j Macdonald's last year. From this you 
! will sue how impossible it would be toad 
! minister justice under such circumstances 
! without sonic increase in tho expenditure, 
and you would not be surprised if tho vx- 

I pense mid doubled. Other facts which 1 
1 might mention would lead to the same

tonanco of asylums and publie institut ions 
the average annual « xpciiditnro up to 1*71 
was £158,138; and tho average annual 
expenditure since has been £313, 
.333, lit can f u new institutions had lieeii 
establish» d since 1*71, and addi
tions h:ul been made which in- 
creased the accommodation afforded by the 
old building . There whs a larger num
ber of unfortunate occupants of these in
stitutions, and of course au ip».TBaau of ex- 
ifvnttit'ui'c bVduV&yily follow*). All tho

us, for our opponents or their leaders had 
had tho Government of the country in 
their hands almost continuously from 1831 
until 1872, and they had failed all that 
time to deal with tlut subject. But after 
we had obtained power they represented 
Much a law to be so urgent, so anxiously 
demanded by the people, that it should 

inclusion. Hut lias tho expense doubled# | bo thought out by us. and framed and 
Far from it. In 1*71 theexpen*» for the i passed at once. But one van acc ount for 
administration of justice was £182,521, 1 their oatzerneia. There was nothing sub 
ami in 1875, instead of being double that | stantinl to tnako « npital out of ; and for 
amount, £353,005. it was only £285.331. f tho sake of not admitting, or «coining 1 
l will give you an

Now, it is the well-known custom in this 
country for one or two of a farmer’s sons 
to remain on the homestead, after coming 
of age, to assist their parents in working 
ami managing the farm ; an extremely de
sirable arrangement, and one to be encour
aged both for the comfort uf the old peo
ple and the benefit of the sons themselves.
These farmers’ sons are, us a class, well 
educated, and quite as intelligent u» those formerly in charge of the Dominion Gov- 
who Jmi on farms uf they own, having . uniment, aUundunud it iu 1*74, and 
hati file aUfabtaÿ) of dUî cxcblluil school ' it has since

was only 8"2*<»,.»'M. i tlm aako of not admitting, »»r i'vuiiiu»L 
tlier illustration from admit, that such was tlm cose, they 

brought tho charge that "o had not piu- 
\ ulcd fur the payment uf criminal wit
nesses. Thu Legislature has siinie pasbed 
such a law. We framed a Bill for tho 
purpose as soon as we had thoroughly con
sidered what wan necessary and collected

the Brox invial Secretary's office. From a 
a variety «if causes there has been a gnat 
deal more work to bo done there also than 
there formerly was. Some <>t the Legis
lation which lias taken place, which lias 
received the approbation of the country,
involved a considerable amount of midi- | tlm needed information, and our Bill pro- 
tioiial labor on tho part of the Provincial j vidert such safeguards and restrictions that 
Secretary ami his Department. In the though considerable apprehension had al- 
matfcer of municipal statistics, which was ways been entertained that a very largo

sum would bo re»|uired for the purpose, 
ley abandoned it ui 1874, and the sum re«iuirvd bu» turned out to bo so 
codie arnuoj the duL».y jf tho moderate that nobody hit» felt it & burden.

I The amount is paid partly by the muni
cipal counties and partly 1 y the Govern
ment, and in pn portions wh.ch have met 
with approval.

EX EM ETIONS 1 li« : M TAXAI ION.

Since the Inst election we havo now dis
posed of almost uvtiy subject tl ; t has 
been suggested as demanding h ginlation. 
Wv have done so either by 1»ghlating or 
by making clear tl at the subject « id not 
at present demand legislation. 1 hero la 
but one agitavd subj-ct which v.v have 
not yet dealt wth, and that is tho < xisting 
exvuiptiuiii from mr.niopal asaesmient. 
The present law on that subject has stood 
* u the atatiBe ho «U in iiem ly its present 
form for over a quarter of a century. Tho 
party of our opponents was in power dur
ing a largo portion of that period, r.nd 
they did not attempt to put nn end to the 
exemptions or even to modify them. Even 
supposing we should fail to do so, even 
supposing that we have bien wrong in not 
having given due attention to it hitherto, 
certainly no point can be made against us 
on that account, since our opponents had 
been very much longer iu power than wo 
have been, i.nd they »iid not dispose of it. 
The question of exemption is a difficult 
one. It is one of especial interest to 
citi' s where Government prop«Tty is sit
uated, and to towns within which county 
property lie . But there are other aspects 
< f the «pieition which are of more exten
sive interest, and which wo aiu now con
sidering. A Committee w as appointed by 
the House last session, a* the instance of 
the Government, to collect information 
from Municipal Councils and fr« m all 
p. rs >n* taking an interest in tho subject. 
This Committee has obtained information 
with regard also to what has been done in 
other countries, and I hope that we may 
be able to devise and submit some mea
sure which may meet the difficulties of the 
case, and give satisfaction tu all parties. 
But when there is but one general mea
sure which it is said wo ought to have 
brought forward, besides those which have 
already been placed on the statute book, 
this fact is a pretty clear indication that 
we have nut hitherto been neglecting our 
duty as legislators. 1 have touched on 
some of the most important of the affairs 
which the present Government has had t«> 
do with, and I do n»*t feel that I have tho 
strength to occupy much more of your 
time to-night,

I'EUSONAL.
It continu», s to be sometimes said that I 
did an unjustifiable thing w hen 1 gave up 
the otlice of Vice-Chancellor in order to 
take upon me the Office of premier of On
tario ; and my acceptance of this office is 
still spoken of occasionally as a decent on 
my part. 1 do nut regard it as a descent, 
but the contrary. Political life indeed has 
been spoken of in this connection as a 
■lough of iniquity ly some who attack me 
on account of having left the Bench for 
public life. It may be a sink or slough t»> 
those who make tho charge (hear, hear), 
but in my judgment there are no duties 
more important than those that belong to 
one occupying the position which I now 
occupy. I left the office of \ ice Chancellor 
with great reluctance, because 1 liked its 
duties and it was a permanent otlice, a 
good salary was attached to it, and a pen
sion for old age, and it was an office which 
secures for its hol lers the respect of the 
people. For personal reasons as well as 
others, 1 left tiis Bench with reluctance ; 
but 1 feel now that I did well in leaving 
it. (Loud applause.) If tho position 
which 1 took involved, as it di 1, some per
sonal sacrihcea, I think that by good for
tune 1 havo been enabled t<> do a larger 
amount of good to my country than 1 
could have done had I remained Yieo- 
Uhanctillor. (Great cheering.) It is a 
country of great promise, this < hitario of 
ours—(cheer*) iud its good government 
is of great importance. It is my ovn na
tive Province, it is tho Province within 
which all my interests and all my affec
tions are. It is tho largest, the richest, 
the most populous of all the Provinces of 
Canada. It extends from the <> t.iwa <»n 
the east to the L ike of tlio Woods oil the 
west. It reaches from the Ht. Luvrence 
and th»' great lakes on tho south, away 
hack to Hudsons Bay on the north. 
(Cheers.) Its extent from east to west is 
upwards of a thwusaml miles. Its area is 
nii.ro than twice that, of Great Britain and 
Ireland together. It has unbounded un
developed wealth in its woods and forests, 
its fields, its fisheries, and its mines. 
(Cheers.) Its population is increasing 
with a rapidity that is almost wonderful. 
At tiie time of the union with Lower Cana
da our population did not equal half a mil
lion. In ten years it had doubled ; in an
other ten years it had trebled ; iu 1*71 it 
amounted to the large number of 1,520,- 
831, -uni it has been increasing since. It* 
populati- n is from nearly all the countries 
in tho world. A large proportion aru na
tives, like myself, of Ontario ; a Urge pro
portion also are natives of the old land». 
The sturdy Englishman, the thrifty Scotch
man, and the warm-hearted Irishman have 
a Urge representation among us. We 
havo many, too, who, or whoso fathers, 
came from Germany, France, and other 
countries of Europe. There ore no peu
ple in the world better clothed, better fed 
or better educated than the jieople of ( >u- 
tario are now' : and immigrants are, as a 
rule, the more pushing, energetic, and 
aanumno of their classes to which in tin* 
"M country they belonged. ( Hear, hear.) 
Thero is no country in tho world better 
adapted than < hitario is for developing a 
thrifty and a hardy race. Our Province 
has a glorious future before it. An enor
mous population is yet to occupy itf. terri
tory In the position in which your coni.- 
dencj and the couliduiiuo of tho people 
of thitario have placed me, I have 
done my best, iu conjunction with 
my colleague », and with those who 
have <:ivtn us their nippon in the l.^gisU 
turc, 1» develop tho resources of this conn 
try of our affections, our pride, find our 
hope ; («•heevbi t*» administer efficiently iti 
public attairH . t»"1 provide good hia.i for the 
government of itR people ; and tho pros 
purity of all itu interests. I \nature t-» 
think, that,in the judgment of our friend*, 
and iu the judgment, too, of a good many 
who are not our political friends, we have 
nut been entirely unsuccessful in this 
work ; and, for myself,I have only further 
to say that, with whatever increased ef- 
tieicncy experience lus given mo, 1 pur
pose, with God's help, to pursue in all re
spects tho same course in tho future 
w hich 1 hfcVo followed in tho past. (L m l 
uhveré.)


