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( CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.

o
he BY D. LESLIE PHILIP, M.D., BRANTFORD, ONTARIO,
;‘;’ (Read before the Brant Medical Association, Func 3ra. )'
os This so-called 2¢xv discase, which, however, is no new discasc,: but
al &as existed from time i ial from the d of it given
1t ‘M by early authors, though not recognized as a distinct affection wntil
ol B e beginning of the present century, made its appearance in this
of Btsn and neighborhood, for the first time, Jast winter, and
o B

B ving scen o number of cases, a short description of the dis-
ese, as it manifested itself here, may possibly be of some interest

0 those who have not as yet witnessed its peculiar manifestations.
The first.case, I believe, which occurred in the town, which is

sle JBpical in most respects of the disease, as it prevailed here, was a

B ntient of 2 medical friend, 2 young boy, § years of age, healthy,
Rgobust, and- of good family history. He had been out playing upon
@ teice in the afternoon, in the month of January ; on the evening of

e : P P .

o S same day he had a very seyere rigor, which in a short time was

owed by intense pain.in the back of the head and for some dis-
ace down the spine in spot:

n and vomiting were p
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symptoms from-the first, and persistent for several days.  The co-
junctive were injected, presenting a peculiar reddish appearance .

The skin, during the first week, was dry and harsh, afterwards

occasional perspirations of a very -profuse character occurred.  The
tongue was comparatively clean and moist, pulse 112, full but weak,
respimtions 16, I saw him upon the sth day of the attack in con.
sultation-and several times subsequently, I found him lying upon
his aldomen.with Jus head drawn back upon the nech sith rigidity
of the muscles of the trunk.  He Jay constantly in this position, the
Jeast attempt at.alteration not only being uncomfortable, but appear
ing to give him posiive pain.  This position was singular and was -
persistent throughout nearly the whole of his illness. It is not the
position in which patients are prone to lie in this disorder, being
genenlly. upon the back, or frequently the nght side. It is so excep
tionalthat Dr, Gordon, who witnessed a-very large number of casts
which occurred in the Irish Epidemic a few years ago, noticed itia
onc casc only. He says, “ the patient,.a girl, lay on herabdomenacs
refused to allow herself to be moved on her back or on either side
Her spine presented 2 most wonderful umform curve concave back
wards, her head was also curved backwards on the spine of het
neck”

The boy's pulse was 120 per minute, weak and thready, a0l
respirations 17, There was no delirium and no coma, but helay ia
2 sort of ‘semi-torpid  condition with a hesitation in ing ques
tions and a manifest wish to be let alone. The tongue presented ™
marked abnormal appearance at any time, and in the cases which
have seen, it-forms no guide whatever in-forming cither a diagnosis
or prognosts, being generally tolerably clean and moist until'
approach of death.  Urine normal in appearance and kidneys actia
well, bowels have a tendency to constipation. The tctanoid phere
mena were well marked and persistent in this case from the-fs
tonic contraction of the muscles of the neck and back, retracting m
head firmly backwards, as in opisthotonos. The pulse varicd at: 6
ferent periods of the day without any alteration in position from 16
to'twenty or even thirty beats. The temperature in this case ¥
pot noted, but asthe disease progressed-it showed a well mal‘keé
remittent type, theré being exacerbations of fever and increased pi
obseryable generally in the afteroon, and'in thé course of a fortnifs

a in the symp of two or three days 6%
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tion, when he would. appcar consndembly better, able to talk.; frec

Jrompain , app lar rigidity.and-the

peculiar posiion m which he lay being al\\ays persistent.)  When
his friends would fondly mmagine that the worst was past, all the

D would again  a-well-marked ritio, again.to
p;\mally subside at the end of three or fourdays. He continued in
this.state for about.ten ieeks, having been reduced:almost to.a
skeleton, when he was-seized'with a convulsion from which he ral
fied followed on the next day by another, and subsequently
by a thud which termnated an death.  No petechial spots
appeared at any time m.this ase.

As showing the. difference n.the mtensity of the morbific cause,
the following. cuse, 2 muld.type of the disease, though with well
marked charactenstics may-be noticed mn:contrast with the last.  On
the gth Apni, T was.sent-for to-sce a little girl six years of agk,
whose wother had lately moved-into town from-the County of Ox-
ford. ‘The cinld had been il for a.few-days previous to removal,
with symy ly of remi fever, and for which she had
Been. treated by thc phvsician in her neighhorhood, and it certain,
presented a guod many of the characlcnsucs of that dmasc When
1 saw. her, she-was lying upon her right side,.in & semi-torpid condi-
tion, lhough extremely irritable- when disturbed ; and well markéd

P Shie lained of a pain, well marked,
persistent, but-not at.all severe, in.the back part of the head and
down the spine, there Wwas no ngidity of the muscles of the neck or
trunk, but she complained of what might be-called a muscular stiff-
ness and. pain-in the-umbilical and epigastric regions.  Her tongue
remained inalmost 2 notmal. condition xhroughout lhe 1mrk pulsc
was.rpid with-a tendency. to ion, and Tesp inish
and out of all proportion to the.pulse. The symptoms were remit-
tent, being more pronunent.in-the aftcnoon and evening, increasing
in:intensity for three or four days and then diminishing in-a Jike
zatio, to pass agan.through-the same process.  She had been treatéd
breity frecly at the conunencement with quinine and small doses -of
mcrmry which, however, appeared:to exercise no-curative effete.

d in this -for about four weeks, when the
Symptoms gradually d d, and.she regained:her health with-
gt ‘cavmg any injunous sequel:c whatever,  The persistence of the
-imptams, the well marked pun in the head and spine, with exae-
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erbations at intervals, the muscular stiffncss with increased cutancois
sensibility, &c., left no doubt-in my .mind that:the casc was one-of
mild cerebrosspinal meningitis.

‘The third and-last.case I'shall notice is one illustrating the ssd
denness of the onsct and-alarming:nature of.the -symptoms within
a short period of the attack. On the -16th April-last,-I-was. seat
for by telegraph:to.Ratho, a village on'the B. & L. I. R., about 25
miles distant, -in. consultation with Dr.-Oakley. The case was one

of the carhest in that'neighborhood. The patient a young “voman, -

17.years of age, while going about her.usual -occupation, three days
previous to my visit, had a-very severe rigoravhich was soon followed
by intense headache and paincin the back, with-high fever, nauses,
and vomiting. She-was delirious within twelve hours of the attack,
alternaung with consciousness. When I.saw her.the vomiting. was
still persistent ; she had one or two watery stools at thc commencement
“followed. by constipation, Her. pulse was-1z20, feeble, thready, and
variable, and respirations 14, and sighing. She was quite delirious
at intervals, the -delirium partaking of a hilarious-chamcter. ‘The
conjunctivas were injected, .intense hyperesthesia of the skin, and
comiplatos of a good deal of pain about the umtnlicus.  Tongue moist,
covered with:a slight mucous secretion.  She-was drenched with per-
spiration, and- her-extremities were cold to the touch, pupils were
dilated-but sensible, no squinting. Therc was a want of perception
of-the gravity of the situation, and an apy -about its
issue. There.was no-marked muscular rigidity, but a g od deal of
muscular pain in the shoulders and between the scapulee.  “Thirstwas
a promincnt symptom , craving for acidulated drinks. She wasina
state of collapse. She was ordered stimulants cautiously with the hope
that reaction would-set in:,.I did . not-hear. the:result.of the case.as
yet, but it looked very unpromising.
These ‘three cases illustrate the gradzs of the discase as-it
d: itself in this neighborhood. ‘There were-a few-cases id
.which the first symptoms of the-disease were the first symptoms of

death, and' in' which:it-occurred twelvo hours after the attack, and .

others of so mild a character-as-to lead to doubt as o the real at-

ture of the disease. Three: cases known-to me-lasted more-than tea -
weeks, two of which-died-in-the end from-convulsions;.the third-is -

still alive and stowly-tecovering ; (now-going on the third-month) the
organs.of the spegial senses.which had been for so long in abeyanct,
DLeginning gradually to resume their functions.
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There can be no doubt that an inflammatory condition of the
cerebro-spinal meninges exists in these cases, and this condition is
so constant as to distinguish epidemic meningitis from all other
diseases, there being a tendency in all cases of the materics mordi to
act upon the nervous centres, leading to purulent and plastic exu-
dation.  Stillé who has written a very able monograph upon the
subject and has collected a vast amount of information from many
seurces, says, ‘“ that according to its type and its duration, there never
fails to be found some of those changes in the membranes or in the
substance of the great nervous centres which denote the existence of
inflammation, congestion of the vessels, and exudation of serumn,
fibrin or pus beneath the meninges ; and different degrees of alteration
inthe nervous pulp, attest the nature of the process, and since all or
any of these may be found, it follows that however essential the
lesions may be to the disease they do not constitute its exclusive
manifestation, as death is compatible with the early and forming stage
of the inflammatory process, as well as with its complete evoiution
and as the former is not always sufficient to- account for the fatal
issue, it is clear on this ground alone, that as in other affections
thére is a constitutional element, a morbid condition of the blood
which underlies all of the phenomena of the disease, and modifies
more or less its “ physiognomy.” There can be no reasonable doubt
therefore, that we are entitled to regard it as a compound disease
derived on the one hand from its specific cause, and on the other
from its local lesions, and showing it to be at once a blood disease,
and 2 meningial inflammation. This may fairly be assumed as the
result of accumulated evidence, and in opposition to the few who
still ook wpon it as a local meningial inflammation merely, or those
others who look upon it as a fever, analogous to typhus or typhoid,
ignoring its local lesions aitogether. This arises from the fact of either
element, being the more prominent in any epidemic, or in any
individual case, the septic element overshadowing the local lesions
ad vice yersa.

Tourdes strikes the key-note, when he says, *although pathologi-
@l anatomy Jemonstrates an inflammatory element in the disease, it
Is certain there is something besides ; it is a specific inflammation, a
E Doisoning, a cerebral typhus, produced by a specific miasm, which
B hasan clective affinity for the membranes of the nervous centres.”
Itis, says Stokes, a disease sui gereris, and is not to be regarded
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merely as the cxprcssion +and representative of internal local lesions,
thé symptoms are not jn exact propoxllon 10 the lesions, nor. are lhe)
1l explicable by them ; hence itis y to admita

as.well as a local clcmcnt of:-the discase, which often becomes the
predomnant one, just as in cruptive and:typhoid fevers, the mest
fatal cases are those-in which death occurs 4t so-early a stage,
through the violence of the constitutional -element, that the local
leston rematns incomplete, or 15 entirely undeveloped. It-is there.
fore highly probable-that the materies morbi exerts-its primary action
upon the blood affecting the bro-spinal inges, and-for which
it scemis to have a special affinity.

. In the morc severe form of the disorder as it-prevailed herea
large number of the cases proved. fatal, death generally resulting
within the first.week, and in-a-few cases-within a few hours of the
attack.  In'some of those who recovercd, convalescence was tedi
ous and protracted, and occastonal relapses took place. In the epi- -
demic witnessed by Toutdes, 60 per.cent..proved fatal and the same
proportion is-given in-the epxdcmw which prevailed in. A]:Ab:\m:l 1]
1848. In the morc recent cf this | has
Dbly- d:mmlshed 1tas said, and it may be tlm the dlscw: is becoming

dificd and.p g « less malignant type than for-
merly. I’hc trc;\(mcnt 1dopu.~d was of course based upon general
| being employed with rer

ference to the

d n mdwvidual cases,  Depletion to any X
tent.was not employed, not even purgatves, for which latter, accord-
g to d evid , there is in this disease. Qui-

mne, with small doscs of calomel, has acted beneficially as a paliis-
tve-aathout apparently excrcising any-curative effect.  Bromide of
Potassium-was largely used and s many cases was of undoubted
benefit.  Cold persistently apphied.to the head and spine in the
carly or forming:stage 15 undoubtedly of-great benefit and generally
grateful to the patient; counterarntation by means of a blister o
the croton-oil hnument, with revulsive zpplications to the extremities,
by mieans of sinapisms, formed the basts of ‘the treatment adopted;
stumulants were freely- used when calied-for, as-in.all diseases tend
ing to death by asthenia.
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PARACENTESIS THORACIS.

BY WALTER LAMBERT, M.D., AMRERSTBURGH, ONT.

——

CaseE L—In the latter part of December, 1868, I was czlled to.
Windsor to see a female, aged 38, married, no children, in consulta-
tion with two physicians there. Her heart was beating on the right
side of the sternum, just underneath the right breast. Her disease
had been diagnosed hydro-pericardiam ; but after a careful examina-
tion, I came to the conclusion that it was hydrothorax of the left
pleura, to which the other physicians assented. She had been a
very stout and healthy woman until within the last three or four
years. Since that period sie had been on the decline, gradually
becorting more and more emaciated with an occasional cough ;,
ho expectoration, and no particular localized pain, but laboured
respiration, particularly at night, which was thought by her then
medical attendant to be asthma, and was treated accordingly. She
belonged to a family with gzod Jungs; but both of her parents, I
think, have since died from valvelar disease of the heart. During
her illness she had been treated by an celectic, a homeepathist, and
lstly by a “regular physician.” Her most prominent sy zaptom.
when I first saw her, was impending suffocation ; and this, coupled
with displacement of the heart and other physical signs, at once in-
duced me to diagnosticate an immense collection of fluid in the left
Pleura, recently very much augmented no Goubt, but had been
collecting from a chronic pleuritis for several years. I immediately
suggested paracentesis thoracis to relieve the oppression. The
other doctors agreed, and I introduced the trocar into that part of
the chest where the heart should have been, and drew off a great
Quantity of serum, with much relief to the patient. It continued to
drain for about twenty-four hours after the canula was removed ; but
after it had ceased to dribble away, the fluid re-accumulated and the
oppression returned. It was not considered advisable to repeat the
tapping, as her constitution was too far spent. She died about one
week afterwards. This patient might perhaps have been saved if
she had been tapped in time and the operation repeated oncs or
twice,

Casp IL.—My second patient was a French Canadian girl, aged
twenty. She, also, had been on the decline for a few years. Her
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menstruation had ‘been very-irregulac. for a long time, and her en-
durance for work had become remarkably slight.  However, she
had cuntinved to busy hersclf with houschold affairs without any
regular or seated pain, but had-not-the vim nor alacrity -for work
that she formerly cnjoyed, without really knowing why. About
March, 1870, she suddenly became - worse, and I-was summoned to
sec her.  She had thcn somewhat hurried respiration, but not

labori Circulati d, with a pulse.more- irritable -than
qmcL pmn in the lcfl clavicular rcgion. No cough at-first, bat
one fr ing with a slight bronchitic expec

toration. On pcrcussron, the resonance of the left side appeared -
somewhat dull, but not strongly marked. On auscultation, the
vesicular murmur was indistinct and- distant,— in fact, more tubular
than vesicular.  Right side natural.  In-a few-days the vesicular
murmur completely disappeared on the-left side, and we could” hear
only slight respiration, ot rather-tubulac breathing, at the root-of the
lung  posteriorly, and -the whole left side -of the:chest had become °
flat on pércussion. I first prescribed "B Liquor Ammon. Acetatis
3viii,, Ant. Tart. Pot. grs. ij., Ft. Sol. Sig. A tablespoonful every two
hours. This was followed by B:Pot. Bicath. 3ss. Tinct. Digitalis,
3iii. Spirit. Etheris Nit. 3ss. Mucilage Acacie ad 3viit Ft. Sol. Sig.
A tablespoontnl -every three hours.  Afterwards I administered Pot.
Yodidi. and then the Subiodide of Mercury. I then used- Counter-
irritation, first by tutpentine. stupes, then with cantharides, and
lastly with Tinct. Iodine, but nothing was. of any scrvice; and one
moming when I went to see her I found her propped up in-bed,and
laboring for breath. I then instituted a closer cxamination of the
naked-chest, and found tre intercostal 'spaces of th : left-side more
prominent and bulging than'those-of the right si¢ », the-measure-
ment, also, of the left greater than that of the right. I had suspected
this-before leaving home, and:had-brought with-me a -trocar and
canulz, and likewise some Carbolic Acid. I introduced the trocas
under the antiseptic veil, & /a mode de Lister, between the sixth and
seventh ribs, two or three inches from- the nipple, downwards.and
backwards at-thc most promi point. A good stream of laudable
pus flowed for some time,—I forget exactly how much. Xt con-
tinued to dribble away-after the canula was removed. I dressed the
opening with the antiseptic paste, and ordered”Cod-liver Qit. The
wound-closed up in a few days,-and the dyspocea returned. I
tapped again ¢ this time below the scapula ; and then re-opened with
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the.lancet at the first cicatrix, which was bulging. I repeated.this 2
second time, and changed the wmple Coddiver O to that of the
Todinised, which, e# passant, 1 have found immensely supenor to the
simple when we arc treating: large-abscesses or patients -with cxten-
sive suppuration. I have fully tested it in a numbér ot cases. The
supparation ‘ceased, the wound healed, and:the patient got well
As m.ight-be expected, the-walls of the left side-of the:chest fell in
to adapt themselves to the carmified "lung. She shed her hair and
her nails after her illncss. I examined her about two-years after-
wards and: found very fair respiration on the- left.side, with perfoct
Action on'the right.

Cases III. & IV.—Since that time, I-have operated on-two
others. The onc, a-woman, aged -thirty-mine, marned, and- mother-
of thirtcen children. Dunng the carly part of-November, 1871, shie
took cold a.week or so after confinement, swhich-produced subacate
pleuritis: of- the Teft side, with eftusion.  I-tnied all:legitsmate: thera-
peutical dies to f bsorption, but nonc ded; and.
as the patient-suffered - from an intolerable-pamn m the subclavicular
region, and suffocation was impending, I-tapped and drew off a-large
amount of scrum. I repeated the operation-below the scapulam
about one weck, and again in the antero-lateral region.  The patient
tecovered- and has enjoved - tolerable- heaith for-the last eighteen
months. The fact that..ne patient belonged to a tuberculous family
militated somewhat aganst a rapid recovery, and she doubtiess would
have -succumbed to her malady sf the operation of paracentests
thoracis had not been performed.

The other was a boy aged-six years, with empyema following
typhoid fever. I tapped- twice and drew off fuily onc-half.gallon of
pus.  He recovered from this disease, but-died a few months after-
vards from hydaids of the liver.

Two -things I have remarked m the majority. of those upon
whom I have-operated.  First, there is a.pretty constant paw.in.the
davicular region of the affected side. This 15 relieved immediately
by the operation, and retums-as the sac-re-fills. Sccondly, the best
peint for-introducing-the trocar is the antero-lateral region, somewhat
belowv and“behind the breast of the affected side.  Possibly «it may
appear more bulging: below- the scapula, but you will not succeed so
%ell in emptying the sac, should ' you -introduce- the trocar there, as
You will by operating in the first namied place.

| S
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REMOVAL OF A FIBROUS TUMOR FROM THE UTERUS,
DY JAMES CATTERMOLY, M.D,, L.S.A., LONDOY, ONT.

Mes. A, aged fifty-ons, for the last eight-or ning years has been
much troubled with utenac hemurhages, sometimes-severe and
h g, latterly ded -with-bearing < pains and general
pelvic uneasiness.  Her appearance is quite anemic, - almost .ex-san.
gumous, shin of-a grecaish-white and: icterode hue, pulse quick
and. fecble, appetite bad, and much-prostrated by her long afiliction.
Several months ago a fibrous tumor of the uterus.was diagnosed

by her then medica m(cn(hnt, who put her under palliative treat
ment, d th {0 < too hazarduus.  On examin-
auon I-found (hc os d.htcd to the size of a twenty cent piece, and the
lower-part.of the tumor-pressing. against it.  In_passing the finger
upbetween the-mass and-the posterior wall of-the uterus, it encoun-
tered a-number-of thread-like adhesivns, which-were readily broken
down. 1 then-passed the uterire sound easily, to the catent of six
snches, up to the fundus, and readily discovered the tumor to be
firmly. attached by ats tase, which was rather more than three inches
an diameter, to the anterior wall and adjacent portion of the fundus,
1 hesitated-to vperate on one so tnuch enfeebled, fearing the
shock would prove 1o much fur Ler, Lut rather considered it desir-
able first, of possible, tu improve her strength and condition. For
this purpose I prescribed tonics. nourishing dict, and stringent
applicatiuns to the antenor of the uterus, for a-period of three weeks
No benefit, however, was derived from this course , the poor parient
rather Josing than gaining-in-strength.  Jt-now.became evident that
smmediate and. cumplete removal of the offending mass held out
the only chance of saving the Jife of ihe patient. Therefore, with
the concurtence and efficient .assistan-.c of Dr Moore, of this city,
on Monday, Apnl 14th,-I proceeded te extirpate the tumor  Dur
mg the wesk previous Lo the operation the patient took,.daily, three
wwelve drop duses ui the fluid extract of ergot, which had-the effect
of protruding the lower.cnd-of the cordiform mass, about an-inch
through the os uten,.and rendenng the nech sufficiciy dilatable.

‘The -patient bewg placed on- her left side,. 1.passed a-loop of steel-

wirg up-between the posterior-wall-of the uterus and the tumor, 35
high as the fundus, then pressing it forward, with a finger applied to
each side of the loop, I succeeded in encircling its broad base. The

1
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Auall

free cads of the wire were now f: d to the and g
tightened, being stilt pressed by the fingers, until a groove had
formed sufficiently deep to retain it in situ. The instrument was
then worked very slowly, occupying.a period of ‘nearly half an hour,
before detaching the mass from 1ts-bed.

Chlurofurm was not admumisteted,. but the patient.had two or
three duses of Lrandy instead.  Not over- a tavizspnonful-of- bined
was -fost-during the op This-heart-shaped mass d
somewhat over three inches at-ats base, and from the bass to the apex
of Jowc end five inches, Its-weight was thitecn ounces, [The
parictes were posed of dense fibro-celiuk n_some
parts nearly an inch and ahalfin‘thuckness. A cavity existed o 1
centre Jarge envugh to-admai a body twice the size of the middic
finger. Ii evidently grew- from the muscular tissue-of the uterus,
and. the wvening of its-free sutface-resembled the utentne mucous
membrane.  Its-lower end exhibied signs of decay pnor 0 1ts
removal, probubly caused by being ughtly embraced by theos,  The
principal difficulty that presented stself 1n the extipation of this
tumor was its great breadth of- base and firmness of attachment to
the- uterine wall, and the consequent uncertanty of being able to
detach it otherwise than by prece-meal process, which probably
would have been fullowed by tedious sloughing, and possibly
premia. This risk was happly lessened by our good fortune :n
having uvvercome the difficulty of ensnanng the outgrowth and
detaching the whole of it in one operation.  The esurpaung process
qused no great amount of sufienng, the brandy afforded great sup-
port, and a full dose of -opium liately after the of ten-
deted the patient tolerably comfurtable, and so she d for
about furly houts, whin symptoms of meints set a, wineh, howeves,
by the ordinary treatment, cunsisung of opium, hot fomentatons,
&e, and guud nuteing, yielded 1 a few days, leaving the pauent
o extremcly prostrated, so that for some twelve or fouricen days her
life scemed to waver an the balance. However from that tune
improv emut, ulthougu slow, bas been steady, and danng the-last
fortnight she has-been able to-take a listie walking excretse.

The Leneficial results that mostly fullow disencunibenng the
womb of its unnatural burden, in similar cases to the above, may,
think, be sufficiently suggestive to thie young' physician, that even in
astances where extreme p tion exists, opeél i di are
Dot only. justifiabie, Lut positvely necessary, 2s holding out the best,
ifnot the only chance of alleviation or cure.
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CASES. OF EXCISION.

BY J. LIZARS LIZARS, SURGEON, TORONTO.

No. x.—Excision of the Metacarpo-Phalangeal Foint of the Rigit
Thumb.

In reading the 1st-edition of Frank-Hamilton on fractures and
dislocations, I was- struck with-his sound:sense-when: writing- on
the-subject of fr of the distal-phalanges. (Vide 1st Ed.) Ihad
put his views into-practice ere I read-the work, and reported to him
a case in point. (Vide gp. et 4th -Ed. p. 333.) He deemed the
trifle-worth inscrtion in the 2nd edition, and I daresay ‘more than
one young surgeon has acted on that case and saved a-phalanx-our
prédecessors would have lopped off, and cvery intelligent person has
only-to reflect for a few-minutes to-understand the great value one
of those same small-phalanges :may be to-its possessor. What, fér
instance, would have ‘Leen the-fate -of Paganini had he lost the
last-joint of his forefinger-?-

Stimulated by Professor-Hamilton’s .appreciation of the :xbove
case, T-have frequently. stmcn to-save fingers that would generally
be cond: d-to amp and although I can point.-to two cases
where amputation would have been bctlcr, neverthcless, 1 can safely
say I have saved, for useful. purposes, 5.that would-have been taken.
off 50 years ago for every-one I should have removed within:the last
ten:years, ¢

Considering, therefore, the smallest part wonth saving whén
there is any-hope of-its being of some use, no.matter- how - little, .1
was recently in a position to apply-my.theory to practice, as the fol-
lowing case, which, so far as-I can-discover, appears to be unique,
will show :—

R S, Canadian, 18 years of age, whilst feeding-a small circular
<aw, (the first day- of his-apprenticeship to the business), had' his
right'hand cut by it downthe radial side-of the 1st phalanx-of the
forefinger of the right hand, and thence across the metacarpo-phal-
angeal-articulation of the: thumb, -whereby the skin over and tendons
of the-cxtensors pollicis (primi and-sec. internod:) were destroyed for
over half an inch in length andthe articulation laid bare.

Objecting to submit to amputation, as was advised by the medi-
cal men first consulted,.I was called upon-in. consultotion, and.on
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cxamination of the finger,:finding-the-arterial and nervous supply
sttt good .and the_sheath ofrthe long:finger.untouched, . I-suggested
the_propricty. of ing to save the-organ by.re of the two

bones forming the:joint. My main-reason for this- proceeding was
that ‘the thumb,.acting.like a-second hand-by 1ts power of-opposing
itself to the fingers, is necessarily of more value than.any of
4he fingers. Had we,. on therother hand, attempted to save it
by simply dressing.the:parts-and-kecping it quet, 2 long time-must
have elapsed:ere the cartilages -would-be -removed, and anchylosir,
perhaps, take place, and .dunng this time -the periosteum-of onc or
both bones might be implicated, necrosis take:place; finally requi
amputation.

My-views-being.acquiesced n by Drs. W. W. Ogden and

Moorehuusc, on thc 2nd:of May, assisted. by.the above named gen;
tlemen, I-stripp pwards and-.d ds the' soft parts to a very
slight eatent, and with the bone plicrs removed the cartilaginous
s estrernities of the phalanx and metacarpai - bone, applied torsion-to
sone small:vessel and brought the skin as-nearly together as-possible
eby suture, fitted a sphnt to the-palmar surface of the-thumb and
tthenar and placed-a bandage over all.
t  The parts-were re-dressed from-time-to tune as - required, and 1
tfinaily applied a plaster:of Pans bandage, which fitted like the thumb
of a'glove, and .was.retainedrwith a-few turns round the wnst.  On
the 20th 1 removed all dressings, by which time the wound, had
claatrized-and the two bones were firmly united.

When last-I examined:the paticnt, a week or so later, he had

{ree action of the short muscles of the thumb and.sght-power of the
long flexor over the last-jont. I say s/ig/s-action-as the proximal
end of-the distal- part of+the extensor having become incorporated
with the dorsal cicatix prevented-the flexor from pulling the last
phalanx downwards to a nght angle and dragged 1t back to a straight
line when the flexor was relaned, much as a band of Indw-rabber
might do.

As-T have never seen, heard, or read of this-exciston having
been practised before;:and as st has saved to the boy a very. usefut
thumb, I-think st-may justify. you in gving.tt a place an-the.columns
of the CaxaDA TANCET.

No. 2.—ZExdiston.of the Elbow Font.

Mrs. J., 2ut, 21,.consulted me m.May ‘71 for discasc of the
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¢lbow jomt (nght). She-stated-that-her parents had beén healthy,
that her father died from cholera when she-was-a-child;.but.that her
mother was hving and strong.  She:herselfis of “the dark-strumous
type, some of her sisters: of the light. varicty of the same constity.
tional dyscrasia.  She affirmed that'she had received no injury.to the
Joint, but-that several morths prior to.consulting me she awoke.one
night suffering’ greatly.from pain-in'the part,.that.this had gone- on,
and she had consuited - medical men, &c. The minutix of the history
«of her -case at 15 unnecessary-to give, suffice it to say that, when:I
first saw-her, an operation had been:proposed, but-she objected,
and after seeing several doclors she came undcr my.care.

The patient being at the time “enciente,” and having -various
affairs t0 attend to, could, or would not, submit to an operation untit
the 22nd February, 1872, at which time the -joint.was swollen, some
sinuses led-nto it the arm and-forcarm were wasted-and (as-seca in
a-cast i my possession)-fixed at a right angle. Her pain was
constant and the mb depnived,-to a great extent, of its usefulness.

On the 22nd February, 72, having satistied Drs. Canniff;.Craw-
ford, Cassidy and-others, of “the existeace of:asticular disease, we
operated 1 one of the ordinary ways, viz : a'straight incision down
the outer and postenor aspect of-the joint, with a‘transverse onc from
the middle of the former, and, as no difficulty. was expericnced, the
operation was easily completed and the limb placed-in.one of the
ordinary-positions.

As the operation-was perfomied for the reliefof a local manifes-
tation of a constitutional disease, it could not be eapected.that her
recovery.should he very rapid. It is, however, very gratifying-to
e to be able to report that since the operation she had one child
and is again *“ enciente,” and is able now to make frec use of her
hand 's0 as 1o lace her corsets or button her.dress at the back, sweep,
scnib, wash and attend to the various -duties of:a young wife:or
mother.

“Fhe particulars of her case, from month to month, would only
annoy your readers, but the casttaken-a:few days ago, shows that
the-foreanm and hand-have been saved, and the jont can now

be-extended far beyond its former limits .and .fiexed. to some-cxtent §

less than a-nght angle.  She is still improving.
No. 3.~—Ressection of the-Shoulder Foint.
Notwithstinding the- fact that .the above mentioned operation

o e
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has, during.the present centufy, been-frequently and. suceessfully
performed, both-in civil and military practice,, for-chronic disease
and transmitted injuries.it secms, like other-excisions, to have found
but little favor in-Onfario. I have therefore much pleasute m send-
ing the following case for publication, hoping-that the good result

btained, the simplicity -of *the- operation -and-after - may
lead other surgeons to test its utility.

Before detailing this case T must:first endeavour-to impress.on
the youngér or less exp d bers of the profe cestain
views which 1 have held and taught as a lecturer. on surgical ana-
tomy for many years, and which are sufticiently established by -this
and the case of:J. N. (see - Canada Lancet, Oct. 1872, p. §7.ct:seq:,
yiz 1st ‘That when we have tointerfere with a muscle whose func.
tion we -desire to preserve, it is of.paramount importance that we
should avoid, as-much as-possible; dvision of the nerve.supplying it
2nd ‘That.although various authors have recommended.that where
fistule or wounds lead- to the diseased parts, the Line-of ‘incision
should pass through-them, .I strongly advisc that should such mnct.
sion implicate the trunk nerve leading to important muscles, a new
Yine ‘should be chosen, as we know by experience that, once .the
discased bone is removed the soft parts-arc pretty sure to become
healthy and old fistulxe and sinuses'to close.

J-G, a well built; highly-intelligent and very healthy.boy of 12
years, was sent-to me by my friend Dr. Spragge of this cuy suffering
from immobility of the left shoulder joint, swelling, on
pressure or attempted motion; loss.of rest, nocturnal-pams and
fistulze,

‘The only history to be obtained was very deficient, owing to the
absence of his mother and death of his father, but from all we could
Tearn, he had over a year ago d-the joint , prod
alow chronic state of inflammatory action, ¢nding.in abscess, and
when placed under the influence of chloroform,. the probe- passed
into the joint, readily detected dead:and carous bone. There:was
fittle or no motion of the joint. Under these circumstances, as the
best nature, without operative-interference, could do for our patient
would'be to throw off-the dead and-di d:-bone-and:establish per-
minent-anchylosis, we- placed- before “his relatives the chances.of .a
useful limb after resection and, as they readily .acquicsced, the
operation-was-determined upon.
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On the xxth day of March, 1872, (the prima viz having been
previously-attended-to) the. patient under the influence of chloroform,
1.made an wcsion along-the inner fibres of the deltoid (which from
want:of use-was considerably atrophied) from the outer side.of .the

1 process d d and backwards (merely enough backward
50 as 10 follow the direction of-the muscular fibres, and keep external
to the cephalic vein) to near the iusertion of the muscle. Thisincision
being-made by the:firm plunge and downward cut of a smaii catline
at.once opened the capsule of the joint and enabled my assistant,
by foretble retraction of the clbow and abduction of the forearm
from the mesial plane, to.bring.the.head of the humerus out through
the wound.  I'may here remark, that my line of incision.was deter-
mined, not by the position of the fistul, but solely upon-the anato-
mical ground that by.so doing I would: divide only a few terminat
filaments of the circumflex.nerve going to supply-the small fascicult
.of th deltoid lying anterior ‘0 it ard thus presenie the full nervous
.and-artenal supply of nearly-the-whole of its.substance. Again, had
“we failed.to- thzow the head ont-of the straight incision, it was my
intention to make a horizontal one from the upper end of the first,
backwards-about-half an inch from the outer end of the clavicle and
acromion, as far as neces:ary, as by so doing, I would stil) spare the
nervous supply.
Hawing scperated-the -capsule from the anatomical neck and
“protected the soft patts-by a fold of linen, I sawed off the head, but
finding-some parts of the cut surface diseased, or-at least doubtful,
it was deemed- prudent .to sever the attachments of the muscles to
the tuberosities and remove a second section of the humurus.  ‘This
-being-done there still remained a small pottion-of the surgical neck
on which-the penosteum seemed loose.  We therefore left it to exfo-
liate. Some parts of~the margin-of the glenoid fossa.being removed
-with forceps, and unhealthy soft structures with the knife, the wound
-sponged out with solution of carbolic acid,and ali bleeding arrested, the
parts_were accurately brought-together, united by suture and dressed
with nt soaked in carbolic solution, pads and -bardage, and the
patient placed in bed with-the arm over his chest.

. To detail the:daily. progress- of .the case would be.a work of

supererrogation.  Saffice it to- say that nothing was left-undone by

Dr. Spragge, and. the boy’s.friends, .that ought to have'been done; -

that his recovery had very few drawbacks; the incision healed
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kindly and steadily Soon small exfoliations came away as expected,
Passive motion was carly pmctisz,d and insiucd upon, but required
SOME may ring to plish, as our inclligenty found
that by allowing the scapula to move freely he. smrcd a little mceon-
senience from pain By impressing on-lum the necessity of motion
w¢ 500N got him to use the arm more and more, At the end of less
than three-months he returned to Mr. Magull's school, Toronto, and
after that he was taken to Boston, U. S, and placed at school. The
last account 1 had of him was that he was cnjoying base bail on
Boston Common, the use of the deltoid being as perfect as could be
expected, considering the shortening of the bone, and the time
allowed for its acc dating itsclf to ci

Corvespondence,

(To the Editor of the Lacer.)

Str,—Having been called to sec and prexeribe for a htde girl
at the Mansion House, I send jou the following notes of a curosity :
Josephine Corbin, born on the rz2th May, 1868, ir Lincoln
County, “Tenn, U. S, shows, on «xamination, the following pecu-
larities ~—Her body is well fonmed as fat as the umbihieus, but about
three inches below it there enists a second depression resembhing the
adinary scar.  Her father, William Henry Corbin, informs me that
ather birth there was but one cord, and that it was attached to the
tpper mark.  Her haunches are a good deal wider than usual, and
e attached to them four distinet and almost perfect legs—two
tng ones and two short.
If the reader will look at the back of his left hand, and keep
¢ thumb out of sight, ¥ may more casdy make my descrption
wderstood  ‘The four fingers represent the four legs.  The middle
-d ring fingers, or short legs, come together 1n the mesial plane of
Lebody as do these fingers, there being no organs between them as
might have been expected.  Both of these legs possess the various
“gments and joints of normal ones, but the hip jomnts scem shightly
#aliar, as if the necks of the thigh bones were wmeguiat in shape,—

hamstrings are somewhat contracted, as are also the sural muscles,
@d both feet are extended and turned inwards. This has resulted

2
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from the child only using these Jimbs 10 kneed on.  When sitting or.
Jying she frequently crosses these limbs over the knees of their
fellows, when the soles are ditected upwards.

‘These short limbs arc respectively Jeft and right, as are also the
large ones, thus. The middle finger is the left leg of Lody A, of
which the fore finger is the long leg; and between this pair of lege
are the female organs of gencration and anus,  The long right g
of this body 15 clubfooted- FEguino-varus. Again, the ring finger
is the right leg of body 7, and between it and the linle finger, or
long left leg, is another sct of female organs

The fore and little finger legs—that is, the right leg of Lody A
and left leg of body B.—are those on which the child walks, which
she dqes * mighty well,” considering all things.

Her father informs me she urinates usually througa both urethre
and defxcates, sometimes on one side, sometimes on the other.

I am sorry the child was o0 ill to enable me to make a more
careful examination of the rectal, vaginal and urethral passages.
This may yet be done by some other observer ; and I hope I may
again see an account of her case, as it is interesting to speculate upon
the pomt where the two bodies join, and the ultimate developntent
of the child into two wo. en.

s Y.,
J. LIZARS LIZARS,
I. R. C. 8, Edin, and M. R. C. S, Eng

-

(To the Editor of the LAxcxr.)

Sir,—The vigorous manner in which your jeurnal places its
foot on all species of quackery, is very gratifying to lovers of honor-
able practice. It was high time such charlatanry as you have recently
been exposing should have been held up to contempt, and its per-
petrators singled out from the body of an honomable professios
But there are yct a few cases to be dealt with, whose rhinoceros
skins render them insensible to anything short of open and pointed
exposure.

Some practitioners endeavour to make 2 little capital out of
every epidemic that visits their localitics, regardless of the degrady
tion they thereby bring upon the profession. It is perhaps needless
1q add, that men capable of such conduct are those who muost 3¢
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quire whatever propping is to be derived from this and similar
practices. ‘The statements made in such cases are usually substantially
untrue.  In the present cpidemic, for e, of bro-spinal
meningitis, men of the class under consideration arc in the habit of
representing that the number of cases they have under treatment is
something prodigious , that they have camied all but a few safely
through ; and these latter ate on & fair way to recovesy, Such men,
of course, never have any deaths from the epidemic in their practice
or, if perchance any case should prose obsunate enough to terminate
unfavorably, in which the dread diagnosis of *“Spinal Discase” has
been pronounced, {and they so pronounce m all their cases, parturient
women and a few cases of minor surgery excepted,) then the un-
fortunate issuc is, with alt gmaity, ascribew to some unheard-of comw.
plication, which is perfectly intelligible to the most ignorant, (and to
them alone,) and which. they can easily perceive, precludes the
possibitity of recovers.  Of this class of quacks, there are at Jeast
o in western Ontario.  Since the ement of the epd
I have named, they have published in the general newspapers
weekly bulletins of their practice, in which their cascs are numbered
by scorcs, and are nearly all “rapidly recovening,” when, in reality,
© ithe cases of genuine cerebrospinal meningius they have had but
fow; and, naving lost a large proportion of them, attempt to retricve
their credit by curing all sorts of trivial ailments under the name of
“spinal disease.”

Conduct of this sort is so reprehensible, and so rep to
the sensibilities of all worthy practitioners, that T trust I am render-
ing the profession good service by eposing it.

M.
[P ——
To the Fditor of the Lascar.

Sir,—1 beg leave to call attention to the slanderous remarks
ccompanying the publication of my card, which appeared in the
Laxcer for June, * ¥ * * and 10 make a few explanations in refer-
tace to that offensive circular.

Shortly after opening my oftice hcre, I became convinced ot
adisposition, on the part of the local practitioners, to hedge up my
way by refusing consultation with me. Whether this arose from
misunderstandings of my conduct, which [ claim, m every instance,
tohave been professional and justifiable, or from some less excusable
Pretext, 1 will not assume the right to determine,
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Having been thus thrown upon my own resources, in sclf de.
fence 1 pubhshed that card, in which, without making, by way of
explanation, any unpleasant alluston to any medical man, I simply
wished toinform the people of Petrolia that I was not helpless of pro-
fessional aid, when required ; and that this state of things, though
inconvement to me, should be no disadvantage to thosc who gave
me their patronage.

During many years of practice in Napanee, I nct with all my
medicat brethren of that place, a d nearly all within a range of
twenty miles of that town. I hase, morgover, been favored with the
counsel of many who stand among the first in the profession in the
cities_of Kingston, Bellesdle, and Toronto ; and since commencing
practice in Petrola, I have met in consultation, at the sick bed, with
several respectable “regular physicianc® of Wyoming, Strathroy,
and London, who were fully f my “ unprofessional”
proclivities,

I have ever lived.an amity with my medicat brethren, and have
striven to be above such petty jealousy and low suspicion, as those
who know the circumistances will at once detect in the letter of one
calling himself “Medicus.”

“I'he mtelligent pubhic of Petrolia has already recorded uts verdict
i this matter, entirely to my saunsfaction.  Of this fact, * Medicus”
is fully aware, and I fecl no heswtation in submitung to the judg-
ment of my medical acquaintances whether I am “one of those
P s who sy ically violate and disregard all the cour-
tesies and cthics which are recognized among honorable medical men.”

In conclusion, Mr. Edutor, let me assure you that I should never
have noticed the aspersions of an anonymous correspondent, were I
not brought in contact with the medical men of Ontarno, whose g
opinion I esteem, and lest, by my silence, I should be thought by
them to be “unprofessional.”

Yours, &c.,
Petrolia, June 19th, 1873, JAS. GRANGE.

Seterfed Srticles.
THERAPEUTIC USES OF ELECTRICITY

DY SAMUEL WILAES, M.D., F.R.P, F.RS, GUY'S HOSPITAL.

* % % Frankhnusm, or fctional electricity, after having done
good service for many years, was thrown into the shade by the
brilliant discoveries in clectro dynamics, for it was found that, be-
sides us other properties, the induced current possessed a most
powerful effect in exciung contraction of the muscles. ‘The two
forms ol machine came 1nto usc—the magneto-electric and the volta-

clectric app ding as a p magnet or & temp

R T N PO
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magnet was employed. It has not yet been decided to which we
must give the advantage. In hospital practice, we use a- machine
where the secondary curzent is induced n 2 coil of wire by one or
tvo small galvanic eells; and this is the instrument preferred by
Duchenne. It has the advantage of being sclfworking, and there-
fore reqpuring the use of one pair of hands only, besides developing
a current which is Jess painful to the patient. The other, or mag:
neto-electric machine, is in more favor wath the publie, since it is far
cuer to find in 2 dwellinghouse a person competent to tum 2
handle than to urderstand the mysteries of & galvanic cell.

We arc indebted almost entirely to Duchenne of Boulogne for
introducing faradisation (as the induced current is now called) to
professtonal notice, and proving its great utility 1n vanous forms of
paralysis.  His services, too, were cqually great in demonstrating by
ats use the normat action of the muscles. By applying wet sponges,
to which were attached the poles of his battery, he caused cach par-
ticular muscle to contract and display s physiological use. He
thus gave us a fresh insight into their actions, and showed also how
m various forms of paralysis, as in that arising from Icad or progres-
sive atrophy, particular muscles were primarily afected 1 these
dicases.  Duchenne’s mode is to press s wet sponges firmly down
on the ends of the muscle, and by this means he beheves that he
directly causes their contraction. This 1s doubted by some, who
consider that the clectric current is carried by the motor nerve to
the muscle; and by others, who, doubting the evistence of so direct
an influence, beheve that the effect is transmitted ndirectly throngh
numberless cutancous nerves. Tt does seem trye that there are
points of selection where the current acts more cfficiently, as witnessed
1 the more vigorous contractions of the trapezius muscle, when the
current 1s applied near the entrance of the spinal accessory nerve.
After the introduction, then, of the induced current or faradisation
into practice, it hegan to be very generally employed, and for many
years it was the only form of clectricity used.  The success anend-
Ing its use was of the most varied character; and, as I before said,
judging from my own experience, it failed to do what frankiinism
had done in paraplegia by the method of withdrawing clectric sparks
from the spine : in fact, it failed in those cases where we have had
of late soch marked results from the simple continuous battery
current, We found, indeed, that in some cases it was a very useful
remedy, whilst in others it was valucless, It must be sud, however,
that even in a class of cases where faradisation has been successfully
superseded, and-in which no duate effect was produced on 1ts
arplication to the muscles, yet by its constant use, in the absence of
Al other suggested means of treaument, a cure was finally effected.
Tn these it has been surnnsed that the ¢leanaty acted beneficially
bytimulating the blood-vessels to d acton, and so improved
the nutritive processes, we, therefore, made use of 1t 1n afl classes of
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cases, and met with varied success. It was found benefticial in some
forms ot paralysis with atrophy, highly uscful in hysterical paralysis,
and in some old cases of hemiplegia by stimulating muscles which
had become ert from disuse. I cannot say that I have ever seen
any advantage accrue from the addption of the methoeds recommended
to the public, a3 are pictured on the lids of the electro magnetic

clunes—as, for gile, by allowing the current to pass through
the body by grasping the poles of the battery, or by holding onc
electrode in the hand whiist the other is-placed in a basin of water,
n which the foot 1s immersed. I constantly meet with people who
buy these machines and go through the performances above named,
but apparently with httle good.  In fine, whilst we possessed only
these nstruments, and could make use only of the faradic current,
we employed it 3n all forms of paralysis, at the same time feeling
quite uncertain as to 1ts success in very many of them.

A fresh impuise was then given to the subject of galvanism by
Remak, who demonstrated the great advantage of the simple con-
untious battery current over the induced or secondary current, known
as faradisation.  Remak asserted that in experiments o1, animals the
effccts of the two forms of galvanism wore very different, and his
statements as regards pasalysed muscles were soon verified  We
therefore at once procured for our clectrifying room a galvanic
battery of a hundred cells, which was capable of being used of any
strength.  Uur assistant, Mr. Sandy, made also a portalle machine,
which could be carned through the wards. It was sery soon ap-
parent that we had made a very im ddition to the therap
value of galvanism, for we found that the current passed down the
spine would influcnce the condition of the lower limbs where faradi-
sation had altogether faed, and we found, also, that in various
forms of paralysis an effect was not only produced where faradisation
was inert, but that 1n some cases the muscles vwere more susceptible
to its mnflucnce than in health, In the first case in which it was em-
ployed the effects were most striking , it was that of a man who had
a paralysed anm, wath a gradually progressing wasting of the muscles.
It was quite unaffccted by faradisation , but, immerdiately the con
tinuous battery current was used, contraction of the muscles took
place, and from this ume a gradual cure was effected. It was
cxactly tie same with a case of lead-paralysis. Here no cffect was
d ble on the ! of faradisation, but, on the other
hand, there was an cat ptibility to the infl of the
primary current.

You must understand that the simple transmission of the current
along the spine or hmbs produces apparently no result—or at least
it has to be yet discovered thata current continuously flowing through
any part of the body has any effect either un the muscular or the
nervous system. It is only when the circuit is broken or closed that
an effect 1s scen.  Thus, in the case of the man mentioned just now
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with the paralysed arm, one pole was placed on the shoulder and
the other was stroked down the deltoid, when, on lifting it from.
the surface, an immediate contraction of the muscles and elevation
of the shoulder took place; and the same occurred again on re-
placing the electrode. "In the case of lead-paralysis, in like manner,
one pole was placed on the back of the fore-arm over the upper part
of the extensors, and the other pole lower down ; when contact was
made or broken, contraction of the muscle immediately took place.
In this case, as in similar ones, a smaller amount of galvanism.
roused the iritability of the muscle than would have been required
for a healthy arm. If the hand, also, be Placed in a basin of water,
and one pole of the battery continually dipped in and taken out,
whilst the other pole is fixed on the back of the arm, contractions
likewise take place. By using the continuous current in these ways,
we are now curing very rapidly our cases of lead paralysis. Assevere
an example of this disease as you could well see was that of the
woman who lately left our wards, and whose muscles were so wasted
that she was obliged to keep her bed, and was unable to lift her arms
to feed herself; yet by persevering in this form of galvanism for
three weeks she completely recovered. Itis the continuous current
which is probably most useful in infantile paralysis.

As regards its application in cases of paraplegia, we place one
pole on the upper part of the spine towards one side of the neck, and
the other pole on the lower dorsal region, and as often as the circuit
is opened or closed a sensation is experienced. At first the effect is
stimulating, and afterwards it is soothing. A sensation of warmth is
experienced through the whole body, followed sometimes by sweat-
ing; and if the current be powerful, it may excite headache and
stimulate all the nerves of special sense, causing noises in the ears,
sparks in the eyes, metallic taste in the mouth, and at the same time
often producing an urticarious rash on the back. In a short time
the patient feels soothed ; if he has had pains in his limbs they are
relieved, and he is inclined to sleep. The simple battery current
appears to rouse the dormant power of the cord, and is thus curative
in various forms of paraplegia where no organic disease is present,
Thus it has been found to be most valuable in some cases of paralysis
of motion or akinesia ; but it is more especially in cases of want of
control or ataxia that its effects have been most marked. In some
very severe and chronic cases, where there was reason to believe,
from the duration and intensity of the symptoms, that some degenera-
tion of the posterior column of the cord must have existed, a com-
blete cure has been effected. In one case where progressive muscular
atfophy had commenced, the disease was arrested by the same
fMmeans ; and in one case of paralysis agitans, where galvanism has
hitherto failed to produce any benefit, it seemed as if the patient
were deriving good from its use.

The soothing effect of the battery current is most striking..
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Thus, in the cascs of atan of which I speak, pains in the limbs
exist as a common symptom, and these are much relivved Ly its use,
In other cases where the paralysis is irremediable, the sedative effect
of gzalvanism has been suflicient to d ine its inued use.
‘Thus, 1n a man now in the hospital with a permancnt contraction of
the legs from chronic meningitis, from whicn 1tis not likely that he
will ever recover, so much relief is obtained by the appheation of the
malvanic current tn the legs, that-the man asks for it in order that he
nay procure sleep. I can recall several cases of vatious forms of
paralysis where galvanism was most uscful in relieving pain and
restoring sleep.  In simple and pure neuralga, I can quite corro-
borate what others have said as to the 1alue of galvaniam, and more
especially of the primary battery curr.nt.  Thave known faradisation
to cure lumbago, but it is the other form of galvantm which has
been attended by the most marked success.  The relief obtained is
generally immediate, and in some cases of frontal neuralgia one
application has been sufficient  In longer standing cases, as in that
of a woman who was in the clinical ward, a 1 suralgia of the face, of
months’ duration, was curcd in a fortnight.  Since this, we have had
two somewhat similar cases,

‘The greatest disappointment which I have esperienced hithento
has been in spasmodic affections of the muscles. In old cases of
contractior of the limbs, due to organic change in the centres or
nerves, no cure could be eapected, but in the temporary and
functional forms it might have been hoped that in galvanism we had
a speedy means of reliefl  ‘This has not been so, however, in my
experience. I have had the case of a contracted arm in a girl which,
for want of a better name, we called hysterical, and in her we used
galvanism most peneveringly; we tried both forms, and in va-ious
medes, reversing the currents and operating on both the affected and
unaffected muscles, but with no success. It was just the same with
the case of wry-neck lately in the hospital.  The man had galvanism
most untetittingly applicd to the contracted muscle as well as to the
healthy oncs.  It-was used in various modes by Mr. Sandy, but-only
with temporary benefit.  If he appeared better fora day or two, he
again relapsed into his former state, * ¥ ¥

As regards the different effects of the primary and secondary
currents, 1t has beeen suggested that these are duc simply to the
tact that the one is continuous and- the other internipted , thercfore,
that if the battery-current were broken, it would be found that a
muscle or nerve could take cognisance and be affected by it (sup-
posing the susceptibility to faradisation had Leen shown), whereas
if it flowed simply tlirough these structures it would pass unfelt.
We have tried the experiment, but hitherto without the result ex-
pected, and therzfore for the present we have been obliged to regard
the two forms of galvanism as practically difierent.  Then, again, it
is said that the Lattery-current acts directly on the nerves, whilst the
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faradic current acts immedutely on the muscle , but a discussion of
this matteranvolves the larger cnquiry as to the dependence of the
muscle upon the nenve for 1ty contractility.  'The question has not
yet been setled. On the one hand, we observe the contraction of
muscle on the application of a stmulus when it 15 entircly severed
from the nerves of the body ; and, on the other hand, we know that
the muscle gans some kind of sumulation through the nerve, since
we obscrve the dropped face in paralysts of the portio dura, and the
flling of the head st sleep overtake us in our chawts.  Dr. Marshall
Hall belicved that whilst 2 muscle retamed 1ts conncection through a
guve with the spinal cord its contractlity remained, but if the con-
nection were severed this quality was lost.  He thus by means of
@lvanism endeavored to show the nature of-the paralysis. Inall
probability some of his obscrvations were correct, and no more un-
portant question in relation to galvamsm can be studicd than this,
1or by muaking experments on muscles and discovening the connec-
tion 1 their cond under the it ) ty, and
theintegnty of the nene-centres, we shall be able to use the thera-
peuticagentasa test. By obsenving the behaviour of muscles under
the influcnce of galvanism, we may form an opinton as to the state
not only of the muscle atsclf, but of the nerve-centre from wlich some
of 1t> qualitics are denved. Of course, when Marshall Hall used
the expressions “cerebral and spinal paralysis, * he meant 1n the one
wsey where a limb-was yanlysm! because cut off from 1ts connection
with the bran; and, in the other case, where 1t occurred from
disease of the cord atsclf.  There 15 no such thing as cercbral para-
lysis in the sense 1n which he used it.  As a mateer of fact, we find,
35 he asserted, these different effects.  Thus there are now n the
wards two cases of g ! i which the current, whilst
exciting contraction 1. the one, has no cifcct on the other. * * +
—British Med, Fournal,

GEOPHAGIA OR DIRT-EATING.

[We have frequently seen reference made in our political papers
1o dirteating among politicians, but we were nut aware it was-a
disease before.]
_ Dr. Galt, m his “Medical Notes of the Upper Amazon,” pub-
lished in a late number of the Armerwcan Fournal of the Medsal
3qeuces, has furnished us with some curious information on a subject
Jat does not usually come within the range of professtonal notice—
Wiz, the strange practice known as ** dirt-cating,” or * geophagia.”
This discase, according to Dr. Galt, now enters as of the chief
endemic complamnts of all tropical Amenca, and at the distance of
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over two thousand miles from the sea, on the Amazon valley, where
the negro is rarity, being merely a waif from Brazil or the Pacific
coast, it is the most important disease among the children and women
of the country. Here, on the Maranon, the half-breeds are mostly
addicted to the practice of dirt-eating—neither the pure savage nor
the more cultivated being so often the victims. The accounts about
the tyranny of this habit of dirt-eating on the victims of it would
seem almost fabulous, Dr. Galt says, were there not evidences all
around one to give sanction to them. Children commence the
practice from the time they are four years old, or less, and frequently
die from the results in two or three years. In other cases they grow
to manhood or womanhood ; and Dr. Galt speaks of having himself
seen in the case of a Mestiza soldier, who was dying from the dysen-
tery which sooner or Jater supervenes on this habit, the poor creature,
half an hour before his death, detected with a lump of clay stuffed
in his sunken cheeks. Officers who have the Indian or half-breed
children as servants in their employ sometimes have to use wire
masks to keep them from putting the clay to their mouths; and
women, as they lie in bed sleepless and restless, will pull out pieces
of mud from the adjoining walls of their rooms to gratify their strange
appetites, or will soothe a squalling brat by tempting it with a lump
of the same material. If persisted in, the effects are surely fatal, at -
varying terms of years, some living tolerably to middle age, and then
dying with dysentery. In children, dropsy usually appears to be the
most prominent cause of decline and death.—Cin. Luncet and Obs'r.

FLUID EXTRACT OF MALE FERN;IN TAPE WORM

To secure the successful destruction and expulsion of tape worm,
two points are to be particularly carried out.  First, the patient must
fast at lcast twelve hours before iaking the remedy; and second, it
must be taken in sufficient quantities to kill and expel the entire
worm. Frequently it is 2 matter of good policy to give the patient
a cathartic in the night, so as to have the alimentary tract free from
fieces as much as possible. Then in the morning, on a fasting
stomach, give the male fern in some pleasant combination, as the
syrup of acacia or glycerine. From thirty to sixty minims of the
fluid extract of male fern, must be combined at each dose, and re
peated évery two hours, until the stomach rebels against it, the
patient keeping very quiet in the meanwhile. No worm can resist
this treatment when carried out on the above principles. The femn
will move the bowels and expel the entire worm. It is the most
reliable remedy for tape worm, when given in accordance with the
above directions. The patient muoc fasi during the time he is taking.
the remedy, and the bowels m.st be previously well cleared out—
St. Louis Med. Archives. '
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A NEW METHOD OF PRODUCING LOCAL
ANASTHESIA.

The interest that has been recently manifested in the profession
on the subject of anzsthetics, induces us to take an early oppor-
tunity of directing our readers to an important paper, by A. Horvath,
of Kieff, published in the Centrsiblatt fur die Medicinischen Wissens-
chaften, proposing a new method of producing local anasthesia. It
is a well- known fact, that if the hand be immersed for a short time
in ice-water, an intolerable pain is caused, and the hand has to be
withdrawn.  In the course of a series of experiments, made in re-
ducing the temperature of frogs by means of cold alcohol, Dr. Hor-
vath observed that no such pain was produced when the hand was
immersed in cold alcohol, not even when the temperature of the
alcohol was as low as -5° C.  Pursuing the experiment still further,
glycerine was found to possess a property similar in this respect to
alcohol.  Ether, on the other hand, caused pain, the same as ice-
water, while the pain produced by cold quicksilver was more acute,
causing the speedy withdrawal of the finger when plunged into this
liquid at a temperature of -3°. It was next ascertained that, when
the finger was held for quite a long time in alcohol having a tem-
perature of -5° C., no pain whatever was experienced, and what was
a still more remarkable phenomenon, although the faintest touch
was distinctly perceived in this finger, yet no pain whatever was
experienced from sharp pricks, which in other fingers were suflicient
to cause considerable pain. This experiment seemed to show that
the application of cold alcohol has the effect of depriving the part of
the special sensibility to pain, without, however, impairing the
delicacy of the general tactile sensation, which, as is well known,
fesides in the superficial integument. This apparent possibility of
the artificial separation of these two nervous functions, viz., the
tactile sensation, and the sensation of pain, and the temporary sus-
Pension of the latter, seemed important in a physiological point of
view, and also of no small practical utility in allaying certain forms
of Tocal pain, more especially that caused by Lums, and surgical
operations. With regard to burns, Dr. Horvath soon had an oppor-
tunity of testing the value of this application on his own person, as
well as upon others, and with the most satisfactory results. Not
only was all pain instantly allayed, directly the part was immersed
In alcohol, but it was found that the wound very speedily began to
4ssume a more healthy appearance, the surrounding redness rapidly
failing. The process of healing scemed also to be accelerated. If
that theory is a correct one which ascribes the frequent fatal termina-
tion of burns to the result of the constitutional shock induced by
the severity of the pain, in that case the application of cold alcohol,
1 that it affords the patient an immediate relief from his sufferings,
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will prove a powerful agent in such accidents in saving life. Inlike
manner, this same application may be found valuable, it is thought,
in cases of traumatic tetanus. The method of producing local
anesthesia by the aid of ice, ether and rhigolene has been perfectly
understood for many years. These agents have never been exten-
sively employed, however, inasmuch as it has been found by ex-
perience that the process of freezing the part is often productive of
quite as serious pain as would have been experienced from the
operation without the administration of any anzsthetic. The ether
spray is found to be a source of embarrassment to the operator, for,
if not carefully directed, it is liable to take effect upon his own
fingers, bringing on a sudden numbness, which is more surprising
than gratifying. It can, moreover, be applied to only a limited
extent of surface at a time.

The extreme simplicity of this new anwmsthetic, the ease with
which it can be applied to any part of the body where pain is ex-
perienced, or when it is desired to make an incision—all these cir-
cumstances tend to make it highly probable that its ecmployment
will ultimately become general, thereby doing away, in a great
measure, with the disagreeable and dangerous effects of ether and
chloroform. — Boston Medical and Surgical Fournal.

———g - #t e

Two N#%VI CURED BY MONSEL'S SOLUTION APPLIED EXTER-
NaLLY. By Jacos GEIGER, M.D.—A male child, aged nine months,
had at birth a “mother’s mark ” on his perinzeum and over the pit
of his stomach. They were at first flat, but slightly-elevated spots,
and quite small. When the patient was about six months old, how-
ever, the tumors took on a very rapid growth ; that on the perinzum
occupying not only the entire perinzewm, but a portion of the scrotum
also, while that on the abdomen was an inch in diameter. The
perineal navus was kept so constantly irritated by the child's diaper,
his urine, and his feces, and having on more than one occcasivn
bled considerably, I advised an operation for its cure. The mother
positively refused her consent to any other procedure than one which
consisted in some external application. I determined, therefore, to
try the methodical use of Monsel’s solution in both the growths.
Making a mixture of equal parts of the liq. ferri persulph. and
glycerine, I painted not only the nevi themselves thoroughly with
this, but I applied it also for some lines beyond the healthy skin,
and directed it to be repeated twice daily. In a week both tumors.
had diminished appreciably in size ; and in less than one month
from the date of the first application of the iron they had disappeared
altogether.— Zhe American Practitioner.
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A CLINIC ON THE TREATMENT OF ABSCESS.

BY JOHN SIMON, ESQ., F.R.S., ST. THOMAS  HOSPITAL, LONDON.

In reference to several cases of large chronic abscesses under
his care, Mr. Simon remarked, that the only real difference between
psoas and most other abscesses due to diseased bone was, that its
cause was deep within the body. If the diseased bone could be
removed, the abscess would heal ; but the bodies of the vertebra
were out of reach : the surgeon could only mitigate the symptoms,
and leave the rest to nature. If the disease were only caries, a cure
might result, with more or less angular curvature of the spine ; but if
necrosis were present there was no chance of a cure, the dead bone
was not absorbed, its presence kept up a constant purulent discharge
and this led to anemia, to albuminoid disease of the liver and kid-
neys, and finally to death from hectic and exhaustion.

In all these cases of chronic suppuration the amount of consti-
tutional and visceral damage is closely proportioned to the amount
of the discharge : the amount of the discharge is proportionate to
the extent of the abscess cavity, and this depends, to a great extent,
on the time it is suffered to extend. The great point in the treat-
ment of these cases Is, as far as possible, to prevent the formation
of a large pus-secreting cavity. 1f, therefore, there be any suspicion
of the existence of deep suppuration, keep a sharp look-out, and
open the abscess as soon as you can detect fluctuation, unless the
proximity of large vessels, or of other important structures, affords
strong reasons for delay.

In situations where the progress of the disease can be watched,
as, for example, in abscess of the knee-joint, the difference in the
tesult, according to whether you let out the matter early or not, is
very great. If the pus be soon evacuated, there is a fair chance of
saving the limb, and even of regaining some motion in the joint ;
but if the incision Le postponed, the joint soon becomes utterly dis-
organized, burrowing sinuses form, and the neighbourting soft-parts
become deteriorated by infiltration.

There is, however, this serious difficulty in opening a psoas
abscess. Perhaps it forms a large bulging tumour in the groin, yet
the patient is fairly well ; you cut into it, he at once becomes feverish,
and jn a fortnight is 77z extremis ; then an ignorant person may
Teproach you with killing the patient. But, however well and strong
tne paticnt may appear, it is certain that this febrile condition wiil
Stpervene sooner or later. It is inevitable. The longer it is post-
poned the worse it will be, since the cavity of the abscess will be
luger.  Be careful, then, alvays to explain to the friends of the
Patient that the, operation is a serious one, but that the consequence
will be more serious the longer it is delayed. The severity of the
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fever may, h er, be greatly mitigated by treatment.
‘1 en days ago | opened a large dorsal abscess an a litde gl now
under my care. 1 made a free incision, a very large quantty of
thick pus escaped, and air wa, not excluded, yet the chid has
therto had no fever, and appears quite comtortable.  All thus time
the cavity of the abscess 1s shninking ; and 3f the fever should now
appear, it would have been far-less severe than 1t would have been
nad 1t occurred diately after the op I owe this sausfac.
tory state of things to the local application of cold ; directly the pus
was evacuated an ice-bag was applied, and has been continued since.
I have succeeded equally well in a large number of similar cases,
and I can fident} d ice as an i parable anti-
phlogistic.

Of course, if necrosed bone be present, the abscess will not
entirely close ; a mere sinus, will, however, be left, which will not

rain the patient to any considerable extent.

As I have said, I do not take extreme precautions to exclude
air. At present Iam inchned to reserve my judgment as to the
value of the carbolic acid treatment, or at least as to the theory on
which it is based ; it is not yet proved that bacteria arc the cause of
unhealthy inflammation ; and emptymngan abscess by aspiration does
not prevent the inflammatory process n its cavity. Recent expen-
ments do, however, show that bactena pass very readily n water,
and attached to moist things ; and common expenience teaches us
that mfection 15 much more likely to be carned by sponges and
surgical instruments than by mere air.  From my own experience,
1 do not tunk that a, if only ordinanity pure and dry, ts sucha
poison to surgical wounds as some assert ; but, whatever your theory
may be, always ly d all surgical , cte., with
boiling water.

Finally, I must qualify my advice with a caution : remember
that fluctuation-1s not always duc to pus. Open carly all acute or
chromc abscesses, but never cut into collections of blood or synovia
A bruise, in ill di d subj may be foll d by
-extravasauon of blocd, causing 2-fluctuating tumour, which, if deep
in the imb, might casily be mistaken for an abscess.  If these extra-
vasations be let alone, and treated with cold applications, they disap
pear, though they take a long time aboutat ; but an incision into onc
1s generally followed by grave constitutional symptoms, 1f well-
marked signs of inflammation appear you must treat the swelling as
an abscess ; otherwise never open one.

When you are dealing with chron:c suppuration always look out
for the chronic cause. ‘Uhe tendency of inflammation 1s to subside,
unless there be a-simulus of some sort present. A man was ad-
mitted here some time ago with a deep wound in the gluteal region,
caused by falling on a spike ; the wound did not heal, and after some
weeks, on careful examination, a piece of his trouser was deteeted
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at the bottom.  So, again, there is a boy with disease of the knee-
Joint, in my ward, whose leg has been saved entirely Ly atteation to
position By catension of the limb, and pushing Lack the femur,
e have greatly reduced the inflammation, and whereas the child
was before rapidly Lecoming worse, he is nuw as rapdly mending.
Always treat such displacemients in young subjects carly and care-
fally , mere dislucation of the parts will heep up utitaton and suppu-
nation, without the presence of any dead bone— Brts Medreal
Sournal,

THE USE OF POST PARTUM BINDERS.

{At a recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh, a
somewhat remarkable paper was read by Dr. Cairns, opposing the
use of binders after parturition, and what 1s the strangest of all, his
extraordinary views appear to have met with very gencral approba-
tion from the members present.}

‘The disadvantages in the use of binders enumenated by Dr.
Cairns arc as follows :—

1st. That their application entails unnecessary trouble upon the
accoucheur  Dr. Caims confesses that when he first entered upon
practice, 1t cost him more trouble to apply the binders in many cases
than to deliver either the child or placenta.

2d That their application unnecessarily exposes the patient,
which, 1f several persons are present, may thereby shock her moral

«sensibibties , it may, morcover, expose her to currents of cold air,
which, on her part, may lead to the most disastrous results.

3d Post partum binders impede the circulation, slipping far
above the region of the uterus, thus interfering with the venous
cireulation, and thus tending to aggravate two discases very common
in pregnant women, viz., varicose veins and haemorrhoids.

4th. They are rarely of proper form. They should properly
extend from the ensiform cartilage to a considerable way beyond the
nates.

sth In cases of post partum hxmorrhage, the patient may. die
before the binders can be removed in order to apply the proper
remedies for its arrestment.

Dr. Cawns. in conclusion, compares parturition in civilized and
uncivilized conditions, and those two with the parturition of the lower
animals. The ltter, he affirms, owing to their pendent bellies,
evidently require binders much more than women. —Boston Med.
and Surgl. Fournal.
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MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF URINE.
BY JAMES TYSON, M.D., LECTURER ON MICROSCOPY AND URINARY
CHEMISTRY IN THL UNIVERSITY UF PENNSYLYANSA.

Few subjects are more imperfectly understood by the mass of
general practitioners than that of Urinary Microscopy.  Many phy
sicians think that it a speamen of unine is handed to 3 microscopist
for examunation, the latter must be able to give sudh copious and
precise intormation as will unravel alf the mystenes of the case, and
furnish the key to a speedily successful treatment, or clse the instru
ment ts condemned as an eapensive luaury, which if not usciess, is
saarcely of suficient unlity to justly the outlay necessary to procure
it It'1s indeed true that i & large propurtion of instances the in
formation furmshed by a mucruscopic examinaton of the urine b
hmuted, and that in a smaller number of cases its rosalts are eatirely
negative.

It 15 1n consequence of the fact that many instances of untealized
eapectations have come under my observation, that I have presumed
to occupy a portton of this evening in considening the real adiantages
which may be looked Jor 1n a study of unne with the microscope.

Premising that sucl a range of power as is obtuned by two ob-
Jectves, an 8-10 and a 1-3 with two eye-picees, an A and B, ora
low medwum power—that is, frum 80 to 4oo will miust uscfully
subscrve our purpuses, we may divide unne which s tu Le studied

i pically into (a) aZbuminons and (b) lbuminons urine.

A. The unne with regard to which we nny expect to derise |
most information, and i the study of which the micruscope b indeed
indispensable, is albuminous.

The first question to be determined with regard to albuminous
unne 15 as to whether 1t contains casts of the uriniferous wbules
Ihis question answered affirmatively, the gencral afiection, Brights
isease, 1s recognized , the form of st fuund to be most prevalent
n connection with the quantity of albumen, and espucially with the
aud of the chmcal history, enables us to determine the speaal fom
of Bnght's iscase, whether chyonw or acute, and if the former,
whether due to the smouuth white hidney, the highly fatty organ, or
the chronically contracted kidney, and even amyluid disease, with
constderabie certainty.  And thus wfurmed, matters of proguosis
and treatment follow, the value of which no one can deny.

On the other hand, 1t 15 exceedingly seldom that the microscope
cnables us to decide the existence of ancerous frum that of other
destructive discase of the kidney, as caleulous pyehtis, the common
puruent products bemg undistioguishable.  Stll less are we able to
say, by means of the mucroscope alone, with regard to a limited
number of pus or mucous corpuscles, that they e derived from the
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kidney rather than the bladder, at least, all attempts to-this end are
100 speculative to be admitted to a space among the positive in-
formations furnished by microscopic exammnation of unue,

Among the causes producing albuminous urine without the
presence of casts is the presence of pus, and although the same
corpuscular element attends which is found n mucus, the atbumen
never accompanies mucus alone, while the distinctive characteristic
mucin threads developed on the addition of acetic acid to mucus
furnishes the crucial information.  Thes is apart from the physical
characters of purulent urine, involved in the ready puscibnhity of the
pus with the urine, its rapid subsidence and upacuy as disunguished
from the difficult misability of nucus, its transparency and slow
deposition after misture has been produved.  Alhough albuminous
unne, which is due to pressure upon the renal wan by a tumor or
pregnant uterus, somelimes contaias <asts when the obstruction has
produced actual congestivn, this is I ely rare, and the com-
fort which is Jderived by the practitivner from a knowledge thae the
albuniinous urine of a pregnaat wonun dues nut contain casts, which
the microscope alone can telf him, is unspeakable.

Urine which contains bluod, from shatever source denved, 15
also albuminous.  Fxcept, however, when blood corpuscies are con-
tained in casts of the urinaferous tubules, which mdicates thar un.
douvted renal urigin, it can swrcely be clumed that the microscope
is of much service 1n deternuning the exact source of the blood. It
is rather the grosser characters, as the presence of coagula when
blood is derived from the bladder, and the smoky hae of aud unne
containing Yloud frum the hadncy, that gves us the desired infor-
mation,

It is cumaratively rare that albuminous urine results from
affections of the Lladder and prostate, saeept as the result of hemor-
rhage in malignant disease of the latter organs.  In non-haemorrhagic
malignant disease, atteadad by suppurauon and rapid destracnion
of tissue, (he utine may become impregnated wuh albumen, which
will be explained by the prestace of pus, und occasionally of frags
ments of tissue wumpused of the luge mulu-nuclear cell-masses
formerly consideiad so charactenistic of cancer.  In these cases, the
almost inevitable though not mdispensaute acompanimnent of vesical
imitation will point-to the Lladder rather t' in the kidneys.

In the liniited number of instaaces in which I have been per-
mitted o caamiiie the unne of patients who, as revealed by a post
nortem ¢xaminatiun, suffered with cancer of the hudney, although
albumen has Leen nvanably presemy, I have never yut seen the
cellular or uther clements of cancer—nor, indeed, tn cases of cancer
of the Lladder, though, in the Jatter, uther ubservers have undoubtedly
been more fortunate.

. B0 Non dlbuminens Urine.- It must be admutied that the purely
microseopie study of non-albuminous unne s not atended with S0
3
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many advantages to the practitioner as that of .1lbumir!out. Still,
there are-pumbetless mstances in which at least the clinical history

of a eaee is not plete without » inte i
In no invance, perhaps, s the meaperienced person more fre
quently dwappointed than i the of unine from cases of

suspected caleuh, both renal and vesical, but partieularly the fatter
Indeed, it mav be lad down that, as a rule, ercept in uric acid
lithiacis, the microscope afone rarely furmiches much information
To those who have had any cvperience, 1t 1y well known that in
cases of phosphatic and enalic hthiass, the unne 15 connonly with
out any sed from the of whuh alune information
an follow. With uric actd fithusis, however, this is not the case,
and very genenlly patients thus suftenng have coprous deposits of
uric acid crystals. I the latter, therefore, we are able to make
a positve dugnosic.  The dithiculty n the case of the phosphates is
accounted for by these facts: The eatreme solubnity of the phos
phatey, and the depend of thair dep upon the alkalini

of the urine: and In case of an exciting calculus, its powcr to eacite,
hy decomposition-of the surrounding organte mattet, an athalinity of
the urine immediatelv around 1t with conscquent deposttion of phos-
phates from such proximate unnc, while the reaction of the great
body of water continues aad.  Occasionatly, abo, i the case o(
suspected oxalie calculns, tnformation 15 denved by examination of
urine from the constant presence of octohedral and dumb.bell
crystals of oxalate of ime-  Espectally, if thuse be aggregated so as
1o form microscopic calcult of considerable size, as is often the case.
If the symptoms of renal caleulus are present, and such crystals he
nret “epcatediy, we have good eason to beheve the caleulus of oxalic

~m-Sercthiern Medical Record.

it

HORACE WELLS, THE DISCOVERER OF AN.ESTHESIA.

‘The cleventh day of December, 1844, was an ¢sa, and a very
important one, in the history of surgery. On that day HoRACE
WeLLs, of Hartford Conn., for the first tune made practical demont
stration of the application of-anasthetics for the purpose of subduirg
pain under surgical operations.  While under the itiuence of nitreus
oxide gas, he had a sound tooth entracted.  He remaned under-the
influence of the gas some ure after, and immediately upon recover:
ing from it threw.up his arms and-exclumed, *© A-new era m tooth
pulling! It did not hurt me more than the pnck of « pin. I8
the greatest discovery ever made!”  From this ume the pnnciple of

thesia became an biished one in surgery, and by degres
came into general use.  WELLS pursued his expenments with nitios
oxide ether, and other agents, with-nu cnthustasm which cventually
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oost him his life.  Finding that others were seeking to rob him of
the credit of his great discovery, he became disgusted, disappointed,
and dispirited. He then went to New York to lay his claims as
the discoverer of anzesthesia before the profession of the great
metropolis. Soon after his arrival there he manifested symp-
toms of mental aberration, and on the 24th of January, 1848, in a fit
of madness, ended his life with his own hands. He thus left his
family unprovided for, and an open field for the unscrupulous to
poach upon to rob him of his well-carned honors. ‘Lo the discredit
of the medi~al profession, many of them were for a. time led astray
by the specious representations of these partics. But the scber
second thought of the profession has become enlisted on behalf of
the memory of the unfortunate WELLS, and such men as the late Sir
James Y. Simpson, Storer, Sims, Doremus, Hamilton, Squibb, and
many others of the leading minds of the profession, are using their
infiuence to do justice to the memory of the real discoverer of the
application of anesthesia in surgical operations.

Expression was given to these sentiments at a large and en-
thusiastic public meeting in New York on the zr1st of May. The
meeting was addressed by Drs. Marion Sims, Ogden Doremus,
Frank H. Hunilton, and otsers. We welcome any effort to do
Jjustice to the memory of one whose discovery, on the 11th of De-
cember, 1844, soon deprived surgical operations of their terror, and
proved such a boon to sutfering humanity, and such an invaluable
aid to the surgeon in the use of surgical instruments.  We feel proud
of the fact that for twenty-five yeaws the Medical and Surgical Re-
Porler Lias constantly and carnestly advocated and defended the
claims of WrLLs. May they yet receive that full and free recogni-
tion at the hands of the public and the general government which
they undoubtedly deserve.

In a communication from Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston,
published in a New York paper, that gentleman, although his object
1s to support the claim of Morton, is compelled to admit the pro-
priety of Wells' practical application of anwsthesia for surgical
purposes, though he endeavors to belittle hi- achievements, and
chaims that WELLs abandoned the use of anzsthesia.

In reply to this, Dr. G. Q. Colton very emphatically upsets the
theory of the Wells abandonment “We have,” he says, “the
sworn testimony of about forty of the most respectable citizens of
Hartfcrd, that dwing the years 1845 and 1846 WELLs extracted
teeth for them without pain, using the gas as the ancesthetic. He
Was in constant use of the gas for about eighteen months, when his
health gave way, and he went to Europe. Even in Europe he did
not abandon his discovery, for he presented his claims to the Academy
of Sciences in Paris, and that institution, in recognition of the
services, conferred on him the title of M.D.

“As soon as Wells returned to this country he resumed the

«
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use of the gas,and continued it until his death, which occurred on
the 24th of January, 1848.

«But he met the most determined and bitter opposition from
all quarters. Tt was at that time too much to believe that the in-
Talation of so little gas or vapor would destroy the pain of a surgical
operation! Dr. Wells did all that a man could do, while he lived,
to prove to the world, the value of his discovery. Should he be
deprived of the honor of the discovery because the public were in-
credulous and repudiated his claims?

« Wells died before the merits of the gas were generally recog-
nized. After his death Dr. Morton set up the claim that nitrous
oxide was not an anasthetic, and therefore that Wells had discovered
nothing! No one had used the gas to produce anzesthesia save
Wells, and Morton was enabled to gain a general assent to the
position he took, namely, that nitrous oxide not being an anasthetic,
therefore he, Morton, was the discoverer of anzesthesia! If at that
time and curing the lifetime of Mr. Wells the gas had proved to be
what it really is, and what 1 have demonstrated it to be, the best and
safest anzesthetic known, we never should have heard of Morton as
the discoverer of anxsthesia.

« When I revived the use of the gas in 1863, I had this general
incredulity respecting its powers to contend with. 1 was met on all
sides by the assertion that Wells had tried the gas and it had proved
a failure. I expended eight thousand dollars the first year in
advertising, advocating and defending it ; and in all this time did not
realize a dollar of profit from my business. Is it any wonder that
poor Wells, who had no money to spend, should encounter Opposl-
tion and discouragement in its first introduction?

«1t should be remembered that Wells' first experiment, for
which I gave him the gas, was on the T1th of December, 1844, and
that the first experiment by Morton was on the goth of September,
1846 ; 2lso, that Morton was stimulated to this experiment by infor-
mation derived from Wells, and newspaper notices of Wells
operations.

“In view of all these facts,” says Dr. Colton, “how can any
one hesitate to award the honor of the discovery of anasthesia 0
Dr. Wells ?’—Aded. and Surg. Reporter, Phila.

.

JosH BILLINGS ON Docrrs.—Doktors are not all quaks; yu
hav got wrong noshuns about this.

Doktors, lawyers and ministers hav a hard row to ho; they hav
to deal with the kredulity, knavery, and fears ov the people, three
ov the most difficult traits in human natur tew handle.

If i was a doktor, and understood mi bizziness, i should doktor
mi pashunts, and let the disease take care ov itself.

More folks are kured this way than enny other.

Tt ain’t much trouble tew doktor sick folks, but tew doktor the
well ones is bothersum.
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BELGIAN MEDICAL RLPORT ON INTEMPERANCE.

In Scpuumber last, the Belgian Medical Association apponted
a commission, consisting of seven of its members, to * report upon
the means for opposing the increasing abuse of alcoholie hyuors.”
This report appears in the recently published Tramsactions of the
Association,  The Commission declares that * the increasing con-
sumption of alcoholic liquors menaces even the sitainy ot the work-
inz class,” and complicates every other uestin relaung to theie
welfare, and wams the government that, if it blindly persust i
refusing tu_conscientiously study this suprancly important subject,
“impartial history will hold it responstbie for all the evils which 1t
would not try te reniove.”  Whibst 1t 1> adnutted that the wretched
condition of the people and the squalot of thae homes dnve many
to drink, it is pointed out that it 1s not s0 much poverty which causes
dninkenness, as drunkeaness causes poverty,  * Medical men, who
aro obliged 1 the discharge of ther duties to visit the wretched
hovels in which the poor herd together, wan affirm that very often
the misery provoked by daok becomes an incentise to drinking.
‘Thus the workman gets nto a viewous aircle from which he cannot
well-escape, and 1s almest incvitably lost,”  This 1s a_generalisation
which, as sanitarians, we 100 often overlook. ‘The chief causes of
intemperance are held to be—the cheapness of lijuors, their injuri-
ous effects, the great number of tavurms, ete., the custom of gwng
Tiquots to workinen, and the lax admnistration by the authonues of
the laws relating to intemperance and the sale of hyuor.  Having
pointed out the gravity of the diease, s extent and causes, the com-
Taission then attempts the solution ol the problem subnutted to it—
“la therapeutige "—* the means for opposing the increasing abuse of
alcoholic uguors.”  Furst, the government 1> urged to tahe prompt
action, 50 as to cnsure the punty of the hyuors purchased by the
norhing classes.  decondly, s suggested that the Assuciation
shuuld wse ats inft with the g and with the ¢ 1
authorities to publish, in French and Flenmiish, and distribute pro-
fusely, a pamphlet of a popular and suentific chazacter upon the
properties of the different hinds of liquors, and the sad comscyuences
of drunhenness.  Thirdly, the action of the legnlature is invoked in
favour of education in matters relaung to health and temperance, and
in aid of temperance, samtary, and co-operative socictivs.  The gov-
emment is urged to mise the duties on spirits as high as may be
safe, and to dimunish those on beer, tea, coffee, ete.  Tourthly, the
local authoritics are advised to adopt and enforce very siact pohce
regulations, to prevent the sale of lyjuors in grocerics, ** where
women often go to get dnak,” and in agarshops , to pumish those
who scll drink to children and to drunhen persons, to keep all
taverns under strict surveillance, etc.  The report, 1t will be seen, 1s
of 2 thoroughly practical yet moderate character, and does redit to
the good sense 2nd patriotic instincts of its author, Dr. V. Desguin
of Amtwerp.—Brit. Med. Fournal.
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A New METHOD oF PERFORMING AMPUTATION.—At 2 surgi-
cal dinizue at Ta Pitie, Prof. Vemcuil advocated the following
method of removing limbs, caleutated, he thought, to do away with
arterial compression, whether by fingers or tourniquet, which is fre-
«quently indflicicnt, and is an exciting cause of phlcbitis and lough.
ing of the integuaient from pressure, expecially in patients who are
fat.  Flenion of joints, i the cases of the elbow and the knee, will
frequently suffice to centrol hemorrhage when amputations are made
below these points ; but by the method advocated by Prof. Verneuil,
e whicl the hmb 15 treated as a-tamor would b, the hemurrhage is
reduced to a wind When antero-posterior flaps are formed, a
common bistoury 1s_ alt that is requised for incising the soft parts,
which are divided into successive layers, the blood-vessels being
hgated as they are met with, and oefore bang divided.  Veins as
well as arteries are closed wath figatures.  ‘The bone 15 divided as in
the usual methods.  When-the principal bloodvessels are so located
that they can be included in one of the flaps, it is the practice with
the Professor to divide the bone before forming this flap.  Twenty-
one cases are reported as having Leen operated on by him in this
manner, viz.: Eight disarticulations at the shoulder, three amput
tions of the thigh, two amputations of the amm, six amputations of
the leg, and two covof 1 disarticulati He ver .
this method as having the advantages : 1, of enabling the surgeon to
operate with fower assistants; 2, the avoidance of hemorrhage, 3,
obvaating the sk of phiebitis from the pressure Nuces>ary to wontrof
hemorthage.—uaz, Med. ao Parssy March 2y, Med, Ricowd

IMPROUVED GLASS SLIGE $UR Mickusuopls At a recent meet-
ing of the Biological and Microscapical Section of the Academy of
Natural Sciences (PAil. Med. Yimes), Dr. D. S. Holman exhibited
an improved shde for microscopes, and esplamed 1ts construction
and mode of manufacture.  Fhe shide n question is composed of
the ordinary shp ot glass, vut, mastcad of the customaty-jlain surface,
wo contave depressions are ground in the upyar side, and connected
by one or more shallow canals, carefully cut in such a way as to
present on transverse section a gradually increasing depth.  Inusing
this slide, cach excavation is to be partly filled with the flmd under
inspection, and the remasmng space in cach 1s to be charged with
common air, the large thin glass cover buing applied s as to seal
up both casiues, us well as the communicating canal  The envering
glass is retained in position by atmospheric pressure  In this wayis
sccured what is termed a double thermal pressure chamier, evther
division of which can be made to emit 2 minute portion of 1ts con-
tents through the delicate canal, and pass the same into the opposite
depresston by means of the semsible heat radiated from a single
finger of the operator brought near it for that purpose  “Fhe wast
complete control is thus obtained over even a single red blood-
corpuscle, which may be arrested in the canal, held stationary under
observation, and actually turned over in the focus.—Bestorr Med.
and Surgl. Fournal.
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THE DEBATE ON TUBERCILE.
t —_—
An important paper on the subject of * Tubercle in its relation
to Puthists,” was Jately read before the Pathological Soaety of
Tondn, Ly Dr. Wilson Fox, aud was the owasiun of a lung and
interoung deliate.  Dr. Fox propuses to introduce that older use of
the-wird ** tubercde,” which applied it to the essential pathological
cemeits of every phthisical disease of the lung, no matter what the
specid history of the individual discase might be.  His propositions
nay te summed up as follows. -xst. That mihary tube_ulosis of
he lang has-not the hisivugieal cunsiancy or pecuhanty cuiamonly
1seabed to i, but extubits all the products tound n active chronic
phtlusis.  2nd. ‘That all the other products constituting caseous
Pheumonia, under various forms, are es entially of the same histolo-
gical structure, and are furly-traceable to the effeuts of time, that it
is impossible, forexample, to mataia that pathologial disunction
between caturrhal pneumonic phthisis and acute mubary phthiss,
which is advocated by Niemeyer.  In-short, he does away with the
_pecuhar nature of muliary tubercle by affiming ats essential substance
- o exist.in all-caseous phthisis,
. He mawtans that m-all the vaueties of philusss there s the
Mme pecuhiar mtcroscopic matter, which he denominates * adenord
h:sue, and the vanous products which may be detected-in the more

|
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complrcntcd cases are but the results of nflanumation, infuction or
lon, which accompany the tue adeuoid ur tuberculotic
process.

In the discussion which followed it was admiited that adenoid
growth does occur 1n every form of pulmonary phithisis, but the
speakers were not agreed as to s sgmificunce  Dr. Fox did not
find any supporters 1n the view that the su-calied adenoid tissue was
the cause of phthisis, but the impressiun seemad to prevail among
the majonty present that the production of adenvid tissue was rather
the result of wntation on the lung tssue.  The vpinivn alo found
expression among those that took part in the debate, that the
arbitrary limatation of the word tubercle to the so-calied grey or
miliary gnnula:-on, mlrodut‘:cd by Vitchow, could not be nnummed
the A usmlly idered wmost ch. eristis
of this m:cmrc, \-izA, round cells it 2 reticulum, being undistinguisl-
able from many sinnlaz appearances to be met with, - as for exampe,
syphthtic gumma, lymphowa.deposit, &c.

Dr. Bastian was deadedly oppased to the views entertain-dby
Dr. Fox, and strongly recommended the abuliwun of the vord
tubercle as apphed to mbary granulston.  He pruposed to swsti-
tite the word “granuhia ' for the word “tubercle.” The em
granuha (granukic) was fiest proposed by an vnincnt - French pitho-
logist, G. 5. lumpis, in 1865. ke was among the fint to seprate
mihiary discase from cascation and ot products of comma in:
flammation. ke apphed the word “ tuburde " and “tube.cllis2
ton” to the lawter condition, and sharply defined the diffe.cnce
Letween it and mitary deposit, which fonas the basis of gramulia
In regard to the hereditary nature of the disease, Empic 5 - f opinion
that wcute granuha may anse independently of any hereditary prc-
diposHion ; At 1 hiy essay, relates two cases, in both of which the
family Litory was eaurely free fiom tint.  Dr. Bastian, in bis
remarks, stated, that 1n hus opinion the general dispusiticn to phthisis
mught * ¢ either inbhented or awyuired, Lut he was careful not to sty
defimtely whether he behieved acute tuberculosis vr granulia was
capable of ongmating without hereditary taint.  The prevailing
opinton scetns to be, however, that <ven i cases where it is.aveged
that ne hereduary predisposition exists, a careful examination of
the history of tvo or three generauons wall reveal sume family. taint
With reference to the use of the word wbercle, the Zendon Laned,
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i an able article o the subject, considers Dr. Foxs propositions as

grade, and ds the adwvisability of g the term
Luberenlosis for the general state and fwderdle for the local change, in
this variety of disease. Notwithstanding this, we would like to see
the ofiginal idea of Empis triuraphant, and the word granulia fur the
for the general.state and tuderaulisation for the local change, come
into general e, We are certamly much i advance of the older
pathulogists who described grey, yellow, black, and red tubercle as
so0 many-different kinds, but there is sull rvom for more definite
ideas and a more specific nomenclature than oltains at present in
regard to this subject.

THIE BEST WAY TO PUT DOWN QUACKERY.

‘The Dest way to put down quackery, in and out of the profes-
sion, is by educating the people on medical subjects.  Ytisa generl
belicf with the people that it s impussible for them 1o investigate
and understand questions rdating to medical science , and this be-
lief has Leen strengthened by the gencral beanng of the profession
towards the public in these matters.  While there s undoubtedly
much in our scence and art that requires a well truned mind to
unduntand and comprehiend, there is sull nothing so mystenions and
profound in the science and practice of our art but that their general
principles muy be made intelligible to most people. I'ruc there is a
great-amount of technical language, which it scems dithcult to sct
aside, an* without a knowledge of which, on the part of ths pecple,
it would Le uapossible in some ins to propetly appsehend the
meaning of much that relates to the subject of medicine, but the
facts and truths which go to ma’ < up s great leading princaiples may
Be casily capressud sn the plainest and suaplest language.  Lreac
men find no duficulty in making themsclses thoroughly ucderstood
in dealing with some of the most abstruse subjects. The wrge
~adiences that attended the jeciures of Prof. Tyndall were pleased

1delighted with Lis expenments and explanations on the subject
atlight,- -than which, no saentific sulject 15 more dutticult to com-
prehend by ordinary w..nds. The success, also, which attended the
lectures on anzesthesia lately del d at Hall, New York,
by Profs. Sims, Doremas, and Hamulton, goes (at to show that the
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people are capable of understanding and profiting by the exposition
of scienlific subjects when ireated in a plain, simple, and yet masterly
manner, such as the disungushed geatlemen just referred to are
capable of dong. ‘Fhe people require edw.ation on medical sub-
jects.  Fo bLe contmually blaming them for supporting and en.
couraging quackery, and at the same time refrumng from giving
them the knowledge by which they mn) )udbc. anght, 1s the height
of folly and 1n) Qur ad L 1 system may
do much to unprove the general condion of the masses in
this respect, but 1t will require some additiopal assistance in the
way indicated before much improvement in medical-matters will be
observable.  The profussion owes 1t to themseives, and to the pub-
lic, to encourage and cven to nangurate such movements as will
cnlighten the masses 1n regard to matters which pertun to their
highest interests—their health of body and mnd.  To relieve pain
and suffering1s not the only sphere of the scrence and art of medi-
cine; it has higher prerogauves and nobler ends . to conserve pub-
lic health, 10 1ncrease the duraton of hite, to give effect 1o samtary
regulations, and to promote the welfare and happiness of the people,
are-some of the higher aims.  Whatever intormation the pubhic has
hitherto received on-medical subjects has been recewved frum quachs,
whose only aim-was 1o subserve-their own tnterests, .and if tae regu-
farly educated man 1s willing to leave the-ficld to them the profes-
sion must abide by the g The 1 15 ibl
that the only correct: way to put down quackery 1s by educating the
people on medice! subjects, 5o as to enabie them to judge for them-
selves as between A and true ic medicine,  We
have-great futh 1n the education of the people on.such matters, and
are happy to see the efforts which are being put forth in some yuar-
terswith that end in view.

PR

CAN THE ETHIOPIAN CIANGE HIS COLOR OR THE
LEOPARD HIS SPOTS?

“This very trite observation has been many times repeated without
the idea being d that there 1s any possibility of
such a thing occurning ; yet strange, and sncredible as it may scem,
thereare well authenticated: cases of the kind on'record. A case is
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reported, in the transactions of the Amencan Medial Svuiety for
1869, of a negro in the State of Maryland who underwent a complete
change of color frum a decp: black to a clear and healthy white.
The change of culur commenced abuut the abdomen and gradually
extended over different parts of the body, till at the end of seven
years the white had ovenspread the greater portion of the skin, and
ina short time the whitening process was so complete that in point
of colur he could not be distinguished from a native Anglo-Amencan.
It had nothing of the appearance of a sichly or albino hue, as if it
had'been the result of discase. He was a healthy, vigorous man,
and had never suffered from any disease, cither at the commencement
or during the progress of the change. ‘The change did not proceed
equally vrer the surfuce of the Lody, but oweurred in patches bere
and there, and thesc fused into each other until finally the whole
surface was changed. As the change of color took place in the
tegion of the scalp, the wooly hair disappeared, and fine, straight
locks touk its place. Another most-remarkable case was published
inthe Philssephical Transautions as long ago as 1756. This was the
case of a negress, A native of Virginua, about forty jears of age, re-
markably healthy, of a strong and robust constitution, who underwent
asimilar change of color.  Her shin was origmally as dark as the
most swarthy African.  The change first commenced in the parts
2djoining the finger nails.  Ifer mouth next underneat the same
changes, and it graduall; spread over the whole body, and the skin
became white, smooth, and transparent, clegantly showing the
nmifiatiuns of the subjacent blood-vessels. The back and neck
retained their pristine color longer thun any other part of the Lody.
She also had never been ill in her Lk, nor suffered from any cutane-
ous disease, nor made use of any external application by which this
might be produced.  Seveml other instances are said
to have occurred, although there is no authentic record of them.
It is also stated that 2 portion of the integument.of an African,
engrafted upon a white person, retains its original color for a short
time, but eventually loses 1ts dark color and beconies as white as
the surrounding skin,

—nee.

TREATMENT OF CRUUF.-~Dr. Welsh ¢ T%e Doctor ) recommends
the use of jodine 1n croup. He relates, in confirmation, 1 successful
@se treated by one or two drop doscs of the tincture every half hour.

&E ey
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

‘The 24th annual mecting of the American Medical Association
met in St. Louis, Mo., on the 6th ult. and continued i session four
days. ‘There were present during the Session 448 members.  The
annual address was delivered by Dr. T, M, Logan of Califormia, after
which the usual business of the Session was proceeded with,  There
were some good papers read 1o scctions and several gereral reports
in regard to education, literature, §c.  Among the proceedings o
resolution was passed ding an 1 t Medical Con-
gress, to consider, and, f practicable, adopt an uniform classification
and romenclature of discases 1o be used by the profession through-
out the world.

A resolution was also passed 1o ding the
of a National Sanitary Burcau with relation to the general govern-
ment similar to 1. s¢ of the Burcaus of Agncultun. and Education..

The following gentl were app d chais of sections:
Dr. N S Davis, Llncago, Medicine, Materia Medica and Physiol-
ogy ; S. I Parvis, Indianapolis, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women
.md Children ; S. D. Gross, Philadelphia, Surgery and Anatomy. Dr.

. N. Tally, South Carolina, Med. Jurisprudence and Chemistry.
Dr A. N. Bell, Brookliyn, State and Public Hygiene.

Dr. J M. Toner of Washington, was appointed President {m'
the next year.  The next mecting of the Association will be held on
the first ‘Tuesday in June, 1874, in Detroit, Michigan.

PRI

-

CLINICAL LECTURES.

fhe amangement which -was entered into last winter for the
regular dehvery of chimcal lectures in the Toronto Generai Hospital
by-the chnical Jecturers of the tiree medical schools in this city was
found-to work most satisfactorily, and we are happy to announce that
the same regulation will be continued during the coming winter ses-
sion, ‘The amount of climeal jnstruction thus afforded students
attending the Toronto Hospital, is largely in excess of that of any
other mstitution i America, and cannot fail to be of immense prac-
nicat vatue. to those who avail th Ives of it No additional fees
are charged for these lectures, and the Hospital Trustees have opened
the way for the attendance of all students, by issuing perpetual
tickets for the moderate sum of ten dollars each.




Nutes and Commente. 585

Trevming 1IN FraUMATIC EPiLEPSY.—A successful case of
trepluning 1 trumatic cpilepsy is recorded in the London Lanet,
{June 7th) by Dr. Dickson, Gay's Hospital. ‘The patient was a.lad
aged 16, He received -an injury to the left parietal bone four years
230, by a fall.  Within a week after the accident the patient had a
fit, and from.that time until the date of the operation, fits contimued
torecur at sntervals of about a week each.  All ordinary medical
treatment being of no avail trephining was proposed.  “I'he opera-
tion was performed by Dr. Bryant, and was attended with immediate
benefit, and followed by complete recovery, There was no starring
or fracture, but the bone was found very much thickened at the
ongnal scat of mjury. The boy, soon after the operation, expressed
himself as feehng asif a great weight had been removed from his
head. Dr. Hodder, of Toronto, had a somewhat similar.and equally
successful case a short time ago, a full report of which he has pro-
mised for some future number.

New Munon ot #EALING ULcers.—Dr. Nusstaum, in the
Vienna Mcd. Press, claims to have treated successfully upwards of
sisty cases of chronie ulcers of the leg i the following way :—The
patient being put under the nfluence of cther or chloroform, an in
cision 1s made around the margin of the ulcer, extending down to
the fascta.  Considerable hemorrhage follows, and pledgets of lint
ate passed into the cuts to arrest the bleeding and also to prevent
speedy umon of the cut cdges.  The lint 1s removed on the second
day, and sumple water dressing applicd until a cure is effected, which
generally takes place mapidly ; marked improvement being mani-
fested in twenty-four hours after the operation by a diminution of the
discharge and a healthy appearance of the ulcer.  This rapid change
15 owing, he says, to the dwvision of numerous enlarged Llood yessels,
and time s thus gaven for the lessened nutritse material, previously
amed off by excessive steretion to Le transfurmed into cells and
connective tissue.

MarricuraTion Exasinatiox.—The matriculation examina
tion of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, will com
mence on Wednesday the znd day of July at 9 2. m,, in ihe Toronto
High School. A sumlar exanunation will Le held in Kingston on
the same dzy.
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TRANSIUSITION OF VISCERA.—Mr. Nixon ( Britisi Aled. G'our.
sal ) gves a remarkable example. A boy, aged about 2§, died of
double pteuntis, on March 7th,  Ihe systemic portion of the heart
was s'tuated to the nght, the pulmonic poruion to the left.  The
arch of the aorta crossed from feft to nght, passing over the roo
of the nght lung, and the vesscl passed down to the nght of the
wsophagus. ‘Ihe branches were the artena mnominata, right caroud,
and nght subclavian,  ‘Lhe artena mnommata divided into the leit
carotid and lete subclavian at the fett stemo-clavicutar articulation.
‘The supenior-vena cava.passed.in front of the root ot the luft g
‘Ine feft lung was divided mto three lobes, the nght into two only.
‘The pneumogastnic nerves were reversed atso, the nght supplymng
the antenior surface of the stomach, the left its postenor surface.
“The nght recurrent Jaryngeal nerve was given. off at the right side of
the ductus arteniosus, which sprang froni the right and shorter branch
ot the pulmonary artery,  The liver vecupied the left by pochondrium,
1 greater lobe bung on the keft sde. The wwphugus tuminated
m the nght hypochondnum, where the wrdiac end of the siomach
and the spiecn aere abo found.  The intestines, and the vesss and
acrves of the abdomen, were all sinulatly misplaced.

APPOINTMENTS.~Jacques Thelesphore Beaubien, of the City
-of Qttawa, Esquire, MLD., to be an Assoctate Coroner wuhm and
for the County of Cacleton. Robert Gowans, of the Village of
Bervie, Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate Coroner within and for
ahe County of Bruce.  Hedley FLeeming Audessun, of the Village of
Chtford, Esyuire, M., to be an Assouate Coroner watlun and for
the Counly of Wellingion. Robert Lanrenie, of the Village of
Mono Miils, Esquire, M.D., to be an Assuciate Cutons watlis and
for the County of Simcoe. Do Lister, of Bulevlle, Jias reccived
the appuintinent of Surgeon to the furees proceedag to Manitoby,
and wili shortly proceed to his desunation wath the force 1o which
he is attached.

Drarn oF ‘Tyikr Swinin~—Dbr. Wilham Tyler Smah, auther
of “ isnuples and Yracuce of Ubstetrics, died at Kdinond, Log
land, @t. 59, Ihe London Zanat of June 7ib s a lung olataary
on hi> hfe and watings.

Dr. Burrows has been re-elected President of the Royat-College
of Physicians, 1.ondon.
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Two Casts or RUPTURED Ciorp TENLINEL.E.—Dr. Bristowe
{Brit. Med. Fournal) exhibited two specimens bufore the Pathologi
cal Socicty, London.  The fist was from:the budy of a male, aged
632, who, without any apparent cause, became subject to a cardiac
murmur and dropsy.  One chorda tendinea was ruptured.  “The
second specimen-was tahen from the bady of a bargeman, aged =21,
wha received @ injury to-his back, Lut went on with his work for
several weeks with pain and stifiness of the back and leg.  He was
admitted with doultful swelling of the juints  He began to pass
his motions involuntarily. A weeh after admission, pericarditis,
fallowed Ly a systolic endocardial murmur, supervened.  After
death, adhcrent pericardivm and several rugtured chorde tendinex
were discovered.  No spinal disease was discovered.

Rosat Cottrar or Sukotons.  In July nong, arevised scheme
of cxamumnation, which was adopted by the Coundl in 1874, will
commence for medieat studenis who cntered on their studies after
Ocober, 1971, The new exanuwation will comprise the full swing
supjects . olwatomy . Bones, muscles, anticulatwons , and descriptive
anatomy of the abdomen, chest, unnary and gendal organs.  Clendls
47y Chenmustry and physics, as applied to phaunacy nd medicine.
Matera Medica and Phasmaiy, notinduding therapentics.  Swrgery
Fractures and  dislocations.  The fees for this xamination will b
five guineas fur 1cgistration, and the same amount for examination. -
British Med, Fournal.

Toe Late EMpEROR Naruifox.—-On Tuesday last Dr. Con.
neau and Dr. Baron Convsart wated vpon S William Gull, and
presented hum, un the part of the Limpress Lugaue, with a costly
gold boy, beanng the Impenal capher in duwonds. This memento,
presented by the hapress through S Wil Gulls Frendh ol
leagues in reeuginiion of lus services, s all the more precivus Ia
<ause the Lon coutans « puir of slecselahs wurn by the lac
Emperor Napolean, .

Menune of 1HE Mewicar Coudilia — The regular annudl
meeting of the Counal of the Culicge of Physiians and Surgeuns ol
Untano twok place in Toronto on the z3th ult., and continued in
session three days.  Dr. Wm. Clarke was chosen President for the
<nsuing year, Dr. 1. Muir, Vice-President, Dr. Aikios, Treasurer,
ang.Dr. Pync, Registrar and Secretary. A report of the proceedings
will be given in our next number.
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TRAUMATIC "I'ETANUS CURED BY Nrurerosy.—It will be un-
necessary to craw special attention to the two following cases ; their
smportance will be apparent to all.  “Fhey seem to pont 1o a suc-
cessful mode of treatmment of a hitherto-very fatal disease.  The first
is 2 case of traumatic tetanus consequent on a crush of the fourth
and ffth toes. The wound was followed by snflammation ard mor-
tification, which partly yielded to treatment.  On the 9nth day symp.
toms of tetapus commenced to show themsclves. Prof. Rizzol(,
having been called in consultation, discovered a white filament in
the wound, whih he recognised as a nerve, and which when touched
caused antense pain, fullowed by tetanic convulsions, This nervous
filament was exused, and with it departed the pain in the whole of
the affected region ; the rigid muscles became relaxed, and the cons
ulsions more and more rare.  On the 16th day after the neurotomy
the recovery was complete.  The nerve, when examined under the
microscope, showed several dilated points, due to inflammation of
the neutilenina,

‘The neat case is that of & man who received a gun-shot wound
in the left forearm.  The shot caused severe faceration of the ante-
rior muscles, and finally lodged under the skia near the clbow joint.
On the Sth day there vias severe b h from the 1 hial
artery, which necessitated hgature of that vessel.  Un the soth day
an abscess was opened at the bend of the elbow,  On the 12th the
ligature came anay, and there only remained a small fistulous open-
ing ‘The patient had been going about for cight days when tetanic
contractions appeated in the arm, afterwards eatending to the whole
body. kxcision of the N. musculo-cutancous, was performed by Ir.
Mannell, with such success that in three days the tetanic symptoms
had disappeared — ¥V Gazette Medicule Bedge, No 21, and Gazellr
AMedicule Mtal. Prov. Venet, (Med. Press and Circular. )

Leari.—In Stouffville, on the 18thof June, J G Freel, in the
63th year of his age.

Dr Freel was a graduate of the Cof of Physicians and Surgeons,
N.Y., (1340), and has been practising for many years in Markham,
and latterly with hisson in Stouffville. He -vas in the enjoyment of
very good health until within a short time of tis-death, and the
suddenand uncapected change fuil icavily upon his family and friends.

‘THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM.—We have recaived an
interesting article on the above subject from Dr. Coleman, Asst.
Surgeon “Lorento Eye and Kar Infimary. It came to hand. too
Late for the present issue, but will appear in our next number,
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A Niw Restogat.-- The Gllowang paragraph is taln from the
Brichorse Nees for May z24th - “We learn that the medicat pro-
*fesion at Brghouse has just recenved an aceession 1 the peron
“of Mr. Ceanl Mexander Tindley, MR C.8., 1omierly assistant wath

Mi Pugh, surgeon.  He wall reside in Bradford foads neat dvot
“to Mr. Hepworth, architet, Tl <ourtesy aml attention which
* patients received at his hands whilst wath Mr. Pugh, leave little
*+doubt that ke will be heartily welcomed.™ It is to he hoped that
this paragraph has been inserted without the hnowledge ot Mwn
Bindley.~ /L amlm Ltnceet.

The above 1 what may be called a very moderate case, and one
that would scarcely be notived, dhough of commun wcurrence in
this country. It 13 impurtant, howeser, as showing the lugh tone of
medical cthies which obtains ia Great Britwin as compared wath that
in some of her colonics,

Ust ot Mitk iy CANCER 0F STostach.- - The insaluable bene-
tit of milk diet in cases of wanver of the stumach has been foreibly
brought out in an instance recorded by the Framee Midicale for
Avgust 24, The patient, under the care of Dr. Siredey, at the
Hopital la Ribowsiere, had not been able fur two months to take any
kind of foud without immediately throwing it up. Mk, in small
quantitics at first, was then ordered as dict. It was not brought up,
and consequently duting thirty-six days 1t was used i any quanu
ties, and without inducing sickness. At the end of this ume other
sorts of food ware given and properly retuned.

Laciiv Aup i Daseresia. Dr. C. Handford Junes recom-
mended the wse of lacue aad an dyspepsias He gives it in doses of
fiftcen to twenty manums an half an ounce of water, to be taken at
mealtimes. e says it seems to mingle with the food and to supply
one of the constituents of healthy gastric juice. It is not well suited
to cases an which therz is any umabxhl) of the digestive organs , but
when this 1 removed, it may be ad tered with great ad
Itis also recommended by ham i all cases where 1t is desu’ablc to
improve the tone and power of the stomach.

Removat o Toxcur axp Tower Jaw.—The old man on
whom Dr. Hingston, of Montreal, performed this formdable vpera
tion in Autumn-last, for malignant disease involving both structures,
is in perfect health, cats and dnnks with case, and articulates so as
10 be understood.  “The operation, so far, is unique.

4
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SusctraNiovs INJETION OF Morsiia 18 CHOLERA~Dr.
Patterson, of’ C inople (Braithwaits), reports that in the fate
epidensic of chofera at (lm city, inding all cther treatment umsatise
factory, he o 1 to try the sul injection of morphia
In the fitst case & quacter of a grain of the acetate caused relief
the cramps and sonuting 1 a quatter of an hour, and the skin
became gradually wamm and mont, and the pube returned  In
ordinary caves he found one or «wo injections sutficed, in a few three
were given, andd only once four. He does not maintain that the
treatment is o speatic st cholera, but that ity artion is more
speedy, certain and effecal than any other tried by him  Out of
thisty-two cases in which the treatment had a fair chance, there were

only ten deaths

Popopmvizay ix CoNstipalioN.~—Dr. Constamtin Paul ( 7%
Ductor } Lately' read a paper on this drug at the Sudiete de Them
peutique, Paris e considers this remedy onc of the must reliable
in habitna) constpation,  1le began by combinung it with belladonna,
as advised by Trouseau and others.  He also tried hyoscyamus,
but he has now discarded all adjusants, and with a smile at the
polyphanmcy of the Enghsh physicians, recommends & small dose
of podophy llin made nto a pill with honey, to be taken eyery night
In the ennstipation of pregoancy and utenne disease, he has found
it the best remeds, productg a single esacuation each morning
Should there be more aifect after a fow days, he omits the dose for

a night or o,

Try Bowst Lestwox or Tirnod Fever,—The genemlly en-
turtained opinion that the bowel deston s the result of Nature
«iforts 1o ehiminate, is entirely crroncous.  Were this true bowet
lesion, it wonld relieve vather than aggrvate the constitutiond

“The infl ion of the ag d and solitary glands
be:us exactly the same relation to the fever that the sore throat of
scarlet fever does to that diseasc ; that is, it is the direct effect of it
No doutt the sloughs and discharges-from the ulcerated glands camy
the poison of tvphoid fever, and are wapable of conveying the disea
from one person to another, just as the discharges from.the mouth
and nostrils in scarfauna are capable of transmitling their peculiar

poison.

h
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Reports of Sorictics.  f
REPORTS O SOCIETIES

DRANT MEDICAL ASSQCIATION.

The usual quarterly mecting of the * Brant County Medical
Association” was held i the Kerby Hotel, Brantford, on Tuesday,
June 2nd.  There was a good attendance of members present, and
several sisitors from a distance.  Dr. Henwood, President in the
chair.  The minutes of last meeting were read, and, on motion of r
Griffin, scconded by Dr. Lawrence, confirmed, with the fullowin,
additional dlause, *at being understood, honesver, that this associa-
tion did not, at the last mceting, ntend to opposc the whole medical
bill, but cAigdy that part referring 10 the mode of levying the assess-
ment.*—Carried.

Dr. Jones was balloted for, and acreptzd, as a member of the
association.  Dr. Kerr, Galt, by invitation, gave an interesting des.
cription of a remedy used by himsel{ and othurs for many years in
dysentery and other atfections, detailing s angredients and explan-
ing its physivlugicalaction.  Its beneficial effeets were spoken of 1n
the highest tenms by Drs. Lawrence, Clarke, and Bingham, who had
frequently employed it in practice, and with the happiest results.
On motiun, the thanks of the assouiation were tendered to Dr. Kerr,
Dr. Philip read a paper upon * Cerebro-Spinal Menmgitis,” giving
the prominent features of the disease as it mafested isell i Brant-
ford. A discussion ensued m whieh Drs. Bown, Henwood and
Griffin gave the results of thewr observations.  Dr. Clarke evhibited
2 morbid preparation from a case occurming 1n practice, an occlusion
of the posterior cercbral artery, the history of which, from want of
time, he deferred giving until the aeat mecting of the association.
It was moved by Dr. Bown, seconded by Dr. Gnffin, “that the
committee, appuinted at last meeting 10 dtos up 2 tandf of fees o
be submitted to the association, report at nest regular meeting.
After some nuscellancous busiess had Leen dispused of, the assocu-
tion adjourned, to meet again in Brantford on the fist Luesday in
September.

OXFORD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

A meetng of medical-men took place n the Mechanics' Inst
Zute rooms on Wednesday Jast, pursuant tv notice by cireular, for.the
purpose of forming an association for the county.  I'he meeung wa,
organized by calling the representative of the division an the Medical
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Council to the chair.  Subszquent to this it was decided to proceed
with the formation of an association, and with that view the follow-
ing officers were elected, iz :  President, Dr. . Clark, Princeton ;
1st vice-do., Dr. Wikiams, Ingersoll ; 2nd vice-do., Dr. Beard, Wood-
stock : Recording Secretary, Dr. Howland, Woodstock ; Correspon-
ding Secretary, Dr. McKay, Woodstock ; Treasurer, Dr. Scott,
Woodstock. Upon motion it was resolved that the I'resident and
two vice-Presidents be a committee to draft a constitution, by-laws,
cte. At this stage of the proceedings a paper on Homazopathy was
read by Dr. Turquand, followed by another on * Medical Quackery”
by Dr. Clark. Dr. Turquand then introduced the subject of medi.
cal evidence in cases of prosccution for malpractice, and spoke in
favour of getting together the M. D.’s subpwenaed on both sides
previous to meeting at court, that an . aanimous conclusion might be
come to. Several others spoke a fow words upon the question, after
which Drs. Clark, Swan, Howland and McKay were appointed a
committee to prepare a programme for the nest meeting. A motion
was then moved, seconded and carried, tendering the thanks of those
present to the President elect for his paper on * Medical Quackery,”
and requesting that it be sent to the medical journal for publication. §
‘The mecting then adjourned to the sccond Wednesday of August.

BOOK NOTICES.

THE PrIvCIPLES AND PRACIICE ur MEDICINE. By Austin Flint,
Sr., Bellevue Hospital, New York. Fourth edition, carefully;
revised, 1873.  Philadelphia . I1. C. Lea. Toronto : Copp;
Clark & Co. . -
This work is so favorably known to the profession in this

cotntry that it is only neceasary for us to state that a new edition

has just been issued from the press. No words that we could add
would ‘ncrease the favor with which it has hitherto been re-
ceived by the profession. The present edition has been re-written
in some parts, and some additions have been made, especially on
diseases of the nervous system, but the size of the volume has been’
increased only abuut seventy pages. It is still, as heretofore, the:
most compact, ye. comprehensive, text-book on medicine in the?
English language - :




