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THE

TEMPERANCE MONITOR.

Pustisnen A"SSTIII.Y UNDER THE SANCTION OF THE QuEsEc
ASSOCIATION FOR THE DIFFUSION OF INFORMATIUN CON-
’-'_l&‘-h NECTED WITIl THE SUBJECT OF INTEMPERANCE.
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RESOLUTIONS adopted at a Meeting called by advertise-
ment in the Newspapers, and helf at the Court House
Quebec, 25th April 1831 :—

A Public Meeting was hald_at the Court House, on Monday,
25th ultimo.—John Neilson, Esquire, in the Chair—for the pur-
ose of considering the expedioney of adopting measures for the
iminution of Intemperaunce, at Which the following Resolutions
were unanimously passed :—
sty Moved by the Honorable Sir Johu Caldwell, seconded by
My, Stayner—That Interperance is a fruitful source'of poverty,

disease and crime, and ought to be deprecated by all denomina-
tions of Christians,
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2d. Moved by I. Bedard, Esquire, M. P. seconded by the
Venerable Archdeacon Mouutain— That this mceting rearets the
existence of intemperance in the use of intoxicating llquocx"s in this
City and Neighbourhood.

#d. Moved by Mr, Clapham, seconded by Mr. Ferguson—That
Intemperance has been diminished in other countries by the es-
tublishment of Temperauce Socirties; and that similar success
mway 1easonably be expected to attend the adoption of similar mea-
sures in the City of Quebec.

4th. Moved by Dr. Douglass, seconded by Mr. Sewell—That in
order to prepare the public for the formation of a Temperance So-
ciety, an Association be now formed—to be called “ The Quebee
Association for the Diffusion of Information connected with the
subject of Intemperance.”

5th. Moved by Mr. Tremain, seconded by Mr. Campbell—
That the following Gentlemen be requested 1o accept the offices
respectively annexed to their names, be authorized to forward
the ultimato design of the Association, and have the power to add
to their numbers :—

President—John Neilson, Esquire, M. P.

Vice-President—Honble. 8i1 John Caldwell, Bart.

CoaniTTEE.
Mecssrs, Bedard, M. P. Messrs. ;Hart ,a.‘z-
Campbell, olcomb, =
Elgee, Captain, R. A, Lyons,
Fisher, Musson,
Gauthier, Phil. Panet,
Glackemeyer, Romain,

Hale.
Treasuter—Dr. Douglass,
Secretaries—Mr. W, S. Sewell, Mr.J. H. Kerr.

6th. Moved by Mr. Romain, seconded by Revd. W. Squire—
That a Subscription List be now opened, and that all Subscribers
of Five Shillings be considered Members of the Association.

The Chairman thew resigned the Chair—bhaving previously in-
formed the Meeting that a subscription list was ready to reccive
the names of subscribers to the Assogiation; and it was resolved
unanimously on the motion of Mt. Patton, seconded by Mr.
Musson ;

7th That the thanks of the meeting are due to John Neilson,
Esquire, for his valuable services in the Chair.

The meeting was numerously and respectably attended, and
the names of a number of subscribers were obtaiued before the
meeting dispersed.

Note—The public are requested toobserve that the Association
which is founded on the foregoing Resolutions, is not itself an
Institution similar to those which are known by the denomina-
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tion of Temperance Societies. No pledges are exacted ; no ob-
ligations are imposed; no other condition of membership is re-
quired thap the subseription of a Dollar; and let it be borne in
mind, that the Assaciation commends itself to the countenance
of the Foes as well as Friends of Temperance Societies.  That i~
temperance exists and that it ought to be diminished are Truisme,
which, it is assumed, no body is ready to deny. The oniv
question therefore, of which the nature of the caseadmits, relato
to the modw of diminution which a Temperance Society presents,
This mode is cither good or bad.  1f'bad, enguiry will proveat su,
and the position of its cnemies will be coufirmed—if goud, i
goodness will be attested by the evidence which enquiry will af-
ford; and then every man should be its friend,  On either hand,
enquiry is needful; and except to him who has enveloped him-
self in prejoedice, and previously determined that he will not be
informed, there is a reasonable title to geveral support, possessed
by an Association which has for its sole design to furnish the
]‘mblic mind with ¢ fuformation connected with tho subject of
ntermperance.”
By order of the Commitiee,
. . . W, SeweLy, Secretary,

*.% Subscriptions will be received by Dr. Douglass, Treasurer,

Messrs. Musson, McNider, Hart and Romair. AR

The Committee of the Quebec Association for the diffusion of
Information coanccicd with the subject of Intemperauce,

TO THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS.

Wehave been appointed at a Public Mecting of the Tuhabitants
of Quebec and its Vicinity, a Committee for the purpose of en-
deavouring to arrest the evils which result frow the Intemperate
Use of Intoxicating Liquors.

We appeal to your own observation of what is nassing around
us, for the motives which have led to this step on the part of
those by whom we have been appointed :

We ask each of you whether Intemperance has not maintained
its ground and encreased ? Whether the ordinary efforts for
checking it have proved sufficicnt ?

Is not a great portion of the means which ought te provide
families with a suflicient supply of whelesome food ; decent and
comfortable cloathing ; clean and substantial dwellings. the edn-
cation of children and their estullishmeut in life, wasted in the use
of intoxicating drink ? How much time is lost, what contan-
nating company is kept, what riot, disorder and moral and physi-
eal degradation, are occasionediu consequence of an indulgence in
this vice of  temsperance ¥
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How many helpless mothers and children are reduced to distress
by its prevalence ? Education worse than neglected, evil habits
formctl, and the seeds of beggary and crime widely dwseminated
throughout the Province ?

We beg of you to consider to what pitch we are arrived; to
what resualt we shall come, if no further efforts are made, no other
mcans are put in operation to avert the growing evi),

The reports of the Coroners, the Calendars of our Gaols, the
Verdicts of our Jurics, the Senteuces of our Judges, ave almost
all authentic records of the victimns of Intemperance, of Intempe-
rance authorized by example, stealing on its unfurtunate votaries,
leading them by imperceptible degrees, from one excess to an-
other, till at last its effects have been open defiauce of the
Laws of God ard Man, public punishment and lasting degrada-
tion.

It isnct move than thirty years that the terms of our Criminal
Courts scarcely offered a siugle couviction. Two old buildings
contained ample space for all our prisoners. Ialf a dozen exten-
sive Gaols bave since Deen erected at the expense of the Pro-
“ince; they are vow full. The Crimiual terms of our Courtare
no_longer sufficient. Besides the expences of Criminal justice
and gaols, the time of the honest and ndustrious citizen is taken
up, for the apprehension, prosecution and trial of criminals, and
the peaceful inhabitant no longer finds, even in his own dwelling,
that security and quiet which he formerly enjoyed.

Who are the criminals and distarbers of the public peace ?
Almost all votaries and victims of Intemperance. Of whom were
composed these gangs of nocturnal depredators, who have infest-
ed and alarmed the Country ?  Among.t whom, and for what
purpose did they undertake their criminal acts and spend their ill
gottengains 2  In the orgies of the intemperate, for intoxicating
drink, which prepared them for new crites, imprisonment,
whipping, transportaion and the gallows; but seill with little or
laraly any salutary impression on themselves or their asso-
ciates.

But it is not only amongst Crimipals that the mischiefs of in-
temperance are discernible. They are to be found in the pre-
paration of crime, in the example which leads astray, It is a-
mongst those who are more particularly bound by the advanta-
wes which they enjoy in society, to seta good example in every
thing conducive to its welfare, that Intemperance is doubly fatal,
How many families now a days can say that they have not been
or are not in danger of being sufferers by the Intemperance of
some of their members ? What losses have they and the whole
community not sustained by its jnsidious approaches aund uncou-
querable dominion, aud final extinction of the objects of affection
of virtuous pride and fairest hopes ?
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Considering all these things, can we say that sulicient is done;
that we ought still solely to trust to the ordinary means of check-
ing theevil ?

If you think as those by whom we have been appointed, weo
ask you to join heart and baud in providing a remedy, byspread-
ing throughout the Town and Country the necessay informa-
tion, that something forther may be effected in aid of what is al-
ready done. In other Couatrics the press and associations
against intemperance have s)‘roduced thebest effects; and we kuow
of no reason why they should not be equally powerful with
as. .
Here, as elsewhere, opposition will have to bo encountered,
indifference will have to be removed, But in every community
thereisasaving spirit which comes into operation, whenever agreat
and palpable evil exists, destructive of private and publip welfare.
Noopposition,no indifference, no solﬁsin passion, can tvithstand it
Fromthe humblest beginnings, amidst scoffs and scorns, it gradu-
ally rises to a power, to which all willingly submir, because it is
derived frow the beneficeat Author of our nature, who formed
mankiad for the pursuit and attainment of Happiness,

Quebee, 7th May 1831,

Ezxtracts from an address by Jonathan Kettridge, Esquire, de-
lwered at a public meeiing at Lyme, New-Hampshire, coivened
Jor the purpose of formmng Temperance Societies.

FeLrow Cirizens.—That intempernnce, in our country, is a
great and growing evil, all are ready to admit. When we look
abroad, and examine into the state of society, we find the num-
ber of those who are in the con’ant and habitual practice of an
excessive use of ardent spirits to be alarming, We see the effects
that they produce among our friends znd our neighbours, but
the evil is so commen, and it is so fashionable te drink, andI had
almost said, to drink to excess, that the sight of it has lost half
its terror, and we look upon aun intemperate man without those
feelings of disgust and abhorrence which his real situation and
character are calculated to produce. Thisis the natural result
of things. The mind becomes familiar with the contemplation,
the eye accustomed to the sight; we pay but little attention to
the object—he passes on—we laugh at the exhibition, and grow
callous and iadifferent to the guilt. Our pity is not excited, our
hearts do notache, at the scenes of intoxicatiouthbatarealmost daily
exhibited around us. Bat, if for a moment we seriously reflect
upen the real situation of the habituelly iutemperate; if we call
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to mind what they have heen—what they now are; if we cast onr
eye to the future, and realize what, in afew years, they will he
it we go further, and examinc inte the state of their families, of
their wives and their children, wo shall discover a srene of
misery and wretchedness that will not long sufter us to remain
cold, and indifferent, and unfeeling,

This examination we can all make for ourselves. We can all
call to mind the case of some individual, whom we have known
for years, perhaps from his infancy, whois now a poor, miserable
drunkard.” In early life his hopes and prospects were as fair as
ours, His family was respectable, and he received all those ad-
vantages which are necessary, and which were calculated to make
him a useful and respectable member of society. Perhaps he wes
our scliool-fellow, and our boyhood may have been passed in his
company: We witnessed the first buddings of his mental powers,
and know that lie possessed an active, enterprising mind. He
grew up into life with everf [\rospcct of usefulness, e entered
into business, and, for a while, did well. His rarents looked to
him for support in old ag>, and he was capable of affording it.
He accumalated property, and in afew years, with ordinary pru-
dence and industry, would have been independent. He married
and became the head of a family, and the father of children, and
all was prosperous and happy around kim. Had he continued as
he began, he would now have been a comfort to his frierds, and
an honor to the community. But the scene quickly changed. 1le
grew fond of ardent spirits. He was seen at the store and the
tavern. By degrees he became intemperate, le neglected his
business, and his affairs went to gradual decay. He is now a
drunkard, his property is wasted, his parents have died of broken
hearts, his wife is pale and emaciated, his children ragged, and
squalid, and ignorant. He is the tenant of some little cabin that

overty has erected to house him from the storm and the tempest.
}fle is useless, and worse than useless; he isa pest to all around
him. Al the feelings of his nature are blunted; he has lost all
shame ; ho procures his accustomed supply of the poison that
consumes him ; he staggers through mud, and through filth to his
hut ; he meets a weeping wife and starving children—he abuses
them, he tumbles into bis straw, and he rolls and foams like a
mad brute, till he is able to go again. He calls for more rum—
he repeats the scene from time to time, and from day to day, till
soon his nature faints, and he becomes sober in death,

Let us reflect, that this guilty, wretched creature, had an im-
mortal mind—he was Lke us, of the same flesh and blood—he was
our brotirer, destined to the same eternity, created by, and ac-
countable to the same God; and will, at last, stand at the same
judgement bar; and who, amid such reflections, will not weep
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at his fate—whose eye can remain dry, and whose heart un-
moved ?

This is no picturc of the imagination. With the addition or
subtraction of a few circumstances, it is the case of every one of
the common drunkards around us. They have not completed the
drama—they are alive—but they are going to death with rapid
strides, as their predecessors have already done.  Another com-
rany of immortal minds are coming on to fill their places, as they

ave filled others, The number is kept good, and increasing.
Shops, as nurseries, are established in every town and neighbour-
houd, and drunkards are raised up by the score. They are made
—they are formed-—for no man was ever born a drunkard ; and
1 may say, no man was ever born with a taste for ardent spirits.
They are not the food which nature has provided. 'The infunt
may cry for its mother’s milk, and for nourishing food, but none
was ever keard to cry for ardent spirits. The taste is created,
aud in some instances may be created so young, that, perhaps,
many cannot remewmber the time when they were not fond of
them.

And lhere permit me to make a few remarks npon the forma-
tion, or creation of this taste. [ will begin with the infant. At
his birth, according to custom, a qrantity of ardent sk)irits are
l)rovideq; they are thought to be as necessary as any thing else.
They are cousidered as indispensihle as if the child could not be
born without them. The father treats his friends and his house-
hold, and the mother partakes with the rest. The infant is ted
with them, asif he could not know the good things he is heir
to, without a taste of ardent spirits. They are kepton band, and
often given to him as medicine, especially where the parents are
fond of them themselves. By this practice, even in the cradie,
his disrelish for ardent spirits is done away. He grows up, and
during the first months or years of bis existence, his taste 2nd his
appetite are formed. As he runsabout, aud begins to take notice
of passing events, he sees his father agd friends drink ; he par-
takes, and grows fond of them. In most families, ardent sprrity
are introduced and used on every extiaordinary occasion.  With-
out mentioning many, that the knowledge and experience of
every man can supply, 1willinstonce only the case of visiters,
A gentleman’s friends and acquaintance call upon him. He 13
glad to see them, and fashion and custom make it necessary for
him to invite them to *he sideboard, This is all done iu his best
style, andin his most easy and affable manner. The best set of
drinking vessels are brought forward, and make quite a display.
The children of the family notice this ; they are delighted with
the sight and the exhibition ; they are pleased with ihe manners,
and gratified with the conversation of the visiters on the occu-
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sion. As sooun as they ;(zo abroad, they associnte theidea of drink-
tng with all that is mady wd geatech They fall into the  cie-
tom, aud Jmitate the example that is set them,  Circumstances
and situations eapuse one to more templations thau the rest,
Perhaps lus tesolution, or his moral priuciple, i not so streng ;
and in this way, vue vut of twenty-five of those who live to thirty
vears of age, becowses intemperate.  He becomwes so, perbaps not
from any unconmen predispusition to the vice, but is at finst lad
vn by fashion aod custom, and fovourable creamstances, till at
last he plunges headloug into the vortex of dissipation avd ruin,
Our natural disrelisht for ardent spirits is first done away-—a re-
lish for them is then cveated. They next become occasional,
next habiteal drinks,  The hubit gaios steengthy, till at Jast, the
daily drinker is swept away by the first adverse gale.  JItison
this principle, aud let the facy operate as a vaution to these who
need it, that mauy men of far wiblemished chavacters, who have
made a temperate, but habitual use of ardeut spicits in days of
prosperity, Lase, on a Jhange of furtune, become notorieus
dravkards; while those who have refrumed in prosperity, lave
encountered all the storms of adversity unburt. We frequently
hear a man’s intemperance attribided v a pasticular cause, as loss
of friends, loss of property, disappointed love, or awbition 5
when, if the truth were huown, it would be seen, that such men
had presviously beeu addicted to the use of ardent spirits, perbaps
uot unmoderately, andily to them on such cients, as their soluce
aud suppori.  lntemperance requires an apprenticeship, as much
as law or pliysic; and 2 man cau no more become intemperate in
amonth, than he can become a lawy er or a phiysician in a month.
Many wonder that certain intemperate men, of fine talents, noble
hearts, and manly feelings, do not veform; butitis a greater
wonder that any ever do. Thie evil gesius of intemperance gru-
dually preys upon the strength of both body and mind, till the
victim, when he is caught, tinds, that although he was a giast
once, he is now a child. lis influence is seductiye aud insinuate
ing, and men are offen irretrievably lost Lefore they are aware
gfit. Let them beware how they take the first step. Itis by
degrees that menbecomeintemperate. No man ever became su
all at once—it is aun impossibility in the nature of things. It re-
quires time to harden the heart, to do away shame, to blunt the
moral principle, todeaden the intellectual faculties, and terper the
body. The intemperance of the day is the natural and legitimate
cansequence of the customs of soclety—of genteel and respectable
soviety. It is the common and ordinary use of ardent spirits, as
practised in our towns and villages, that has already peopled
them with drunkards, and which, unless checked, will ill them
with drunkards. The degree of intemperance that prevaily, asd
the quantity of ardent spirits used, in our most respectable towas,
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is almost incredible. Perhaps some facts on this subject will he
interesting.

Axitregards the degree of intemperance that prevails, itmay
b~ sdfely said, that one ont of a hundicd of the inhabitauts ot
this part of the country is a common drunhand. By a conumun
dennkard, is meaut one who is habitually futcnipesate, who is vi-
ten intoxicated, and who is restrained from inteaioativa nedher
hy principle por shame.  OF such there are frum ten fo twents,
and upwards, in every inhabited wonship.  Thercis another chass
who are interaperate, and many of thon ave veeasioual drunic-
ards.  Tins class is more nwmerous than the former, and vue out
of about forty of the inhabitauts belougs to toe or the vther class,
Is no! this a horrid state of saciety ' But avy ene can satisty
himself of the truth of the statement, by niahiug the examination
hirself.

The quantity of ardent spirits yearly consumed in our towns,
varies from six to ten thousand gullous, Tt will answer the ar-

wment Tistended to deaw from 1, to stute the annual qaantity
tn this town to be six thousand gallons, although short of the
iruth. This would be three gallons to every iuhabitant, or twen-
ty onc gallons to every legal voter. The cost of this hquid, ac
the low price of fifty cents per gallon, will be three thousand
dollars, which will pay all your towu, conatry, aud state taxes
three years, and it is as much as it custs yon to suppurt aud man-
tain all yonr privileges, civil, rcliﬁrious, and literary, I ove han-
dred years you would driak up all the tow aia ardent spirits, or it
would cost just such o town as this, with all your farms, stodk,
and personal property, to furnish the inkabitasts with ardent spr-
rits, at the present rate of drinking, ouly one huudred years.
But should the town continue to drink, us they now de, fortifty
years, aud in the wean time saffer the cost of the spirits to acen
mulate by simple interest only, the whole tuwu, atihe end of the
term, could not pay their rum bills. It can be no consvlativn that
all other towns would be alike insolvent.

But thisis pot all.  Add (o this sum the loss of time and the
waste of preperty occasioned by it, independent of its cost, und 1t
~wells the amouut to a monstrous size, flere you have an av-
eount of the cost of ardent spivits, calouluted within bouods. At
present there is a great complaint about the pressure of the times,
anid the complaint is doubtless well fowuded.  Hardtimesin esery
body’s mom‘h ; but, if you had fur the Lt jear only abstained
from the use of avdent spirits, you would now have bead inde-
peadent and easy in vour circumstances.  Three thuwsand dollays,
which you have paid for them, divided amonyg you, nould puy all
the debts you are called upon to pay.  1do not meas that bo one
wants more than his portion of this sum, but there are sume who
want none of it, and who would circulate it by loan ot vtherwine,
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among those who do want it, and it would relieve the whele town
from the distress they are now in.

If this town had an income that would me all its taxes, you
would consider it a matter of great joy and congratulation. But
if it had an income that would discharge all its taxes, and each
mau, instead of paying, should receive the amount he uow pays,
you would counsider your situation highly prosperous and enviu-
ble. Discontinue the use of ardent spirits, and you haveit. Use
none; and vour situation, as a town, will be as good, yea, far
better than 1" you had an income of three thousand dollars yearly,
to be divided umong its inhabitants.

If we carry this calenlation further, we shall find, on tie princi-
ple adopted, thatthere are in the State of New Hampshire, 2441
common drunkards, and 3663 intemperate, or occasional drunk.
ards- —in the whole, 6104; aud that the State consumes 752,463
wallons of ardent spirits annually, which cost, at 50 cents a gallon,
d366,241.  In the Umited States, there would be 96,379 commion,
and 210,949 common aund oceasional drunkards ; and the country
would cousure annually 2,913,887 gallons of ardent spirits,
which cost, at 50 cents per gallon, d14,456,948—as much as it
costs to support the whole system of our national governmenrt,
with all that is luid out in improvements, reads, canals, pensions,
&e. &c., and is mere than one half of the whole revenue of the
Union for the last year. It must be remembered that this caleula-
tion embraces only the quantity and cost of the spirits, and ison
the supposition that this town cousumes only 6000 gallons, at
50 cents per gallon, and is a fair criterion for the state and nation.
As it regards this state, it would be safe nearly to double the

uantity, and to treble the cost of the spirits; and as it regards
the nation, it would be safe to doubleall my calculations. In the
Luited States, the quantity of ardent spirits yearly consumed, may
be fairly estimated at sixty millions of galions, the cost at thirty
millions of delars, and the number of drunkards, of both kinds,
at four hundred and eighty thousand.

But we all know, a d it is common to remark, that the cost
of the article is comparatively nothing; thatit hardly makes an
item in the caleulation of pernicions consequences resulting from
the consumption of ardent spirits. Were we to embrace the usual
concomitants, and estimate the value of time lost, the amount
of property wasted, of disease produced, and of crime conmmitted,
where ardent spirits are the only caunse, it would transcend our
conceptions, andthe imagmation would be lest in the contemplu~
tion

But this is not half. I cannot tell you half the effects of ardent
spitits.  And yet ardent spirits are samid to be useful and neces-
sary, Itisfalse! Itis nothing but the apology that love of
them renders for their use. There are only two cases in which Dr.
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Rush says, that they can be administered without injury, and
those are cases of persons likely to perish, and where substitutes
maybe applied of equal effect. What rational man would use them,
for the sake of these two possible cases ?  As well might he in-
tioduce rattlesnakes among his children, because their oil is good
in the disease with which they may possibly be afilicted.

The number of persons in the United States who are mentally
decanged, I do not know; probably there are several thousands ;
and it is ascertained, that one third of these confined in the insane
hospitals of Philadelphia and New York, are rendered insane bv
the use of ardent spirits. Yes, one third of the poor, miserable
maniacs of our land, are made such by the use of that which, in
the opinion of some, is a very useful and necessary article, and
which they cannot do withouat, This article has depr'ved one
third of the erazy wretches of our land of their reason, of that
which makes them men, of the very image of their God.

Out of the number of the intemperate in the United States,

ten thousand die anoually from the effects of ardent spirits. And
whiat adeath ! To live a drunkard is enough; but to die so,and
70 be ushered into the presence of your angry Judge, only
to hear the sentence, “Depart, thou drunkard I Ah!language
fails, and I leave it to your imagination to fill up the horrid
icture.
! This death bappens in various ways. Some are killed ins-
tantly ; some dic a lingering, gradual death; some commit sui-
cidein fits of intoxication, and some are actually burnt up. I
read of an interaperate man, a few years since, whose breath
caught fire by coming in contact with a_lighted candle, and he
was consumed. At the time, I disbelieved the story, but my
reading has since furnished me with well aunthenticated cases, of
the combustiou of the human body from the use of ardent spirits.
Trotter mentions ten such cases, and relates them at length.
They ave attended with all the proof we require to believe any
event. They are attested by living witnesses, examined by
learned men, and publishedin the journals of the day without
contradiction.

‘The horror of a drunkard’s death beggars description. Need I
point to yonder grave, just closed over the remains of one who
went from the cup of excess to almost instant death > You all
know it.

But thisis not all. One half the poor you support by taxes and
individual charity, are made poor by the use of ardent spirits,
This has been demonstrated by actual inquiry and examination
In the city of New.York, where there are more poor, and where
more is done for them than in any other city of the United Sta-
tes, a committee appointed for the purpose, ascertained by facts,
that more than one half of the city poor were reduced topoverty
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by intemperance. Thisis also the case throughout the Union.
Aud here permit e to state a case, with which I am acquainted.
I do it with a doulle object. I do it toshow, that the use of ar-
dent spirits produces poverty and distress, and the disuseof them
restores to wealth and comfori.

A gendeman, in the city of New-York, who carried on ship
building onan extensive scale, and employed a great number of
hands daily, and paid them all in the same manuer, and neatly to
the same amount, was struck with the difference in their situa-
tivus. A few, and only a few, were able from their wages to
support their families; but these were out of debt, and indepen-
dent in their circumstances.  They always had money on hand,
and frequently suffered thiir wages to lie in the hauds of therr
employer. The rest were poor and Harassed, the former easy and
comfortable in their c(ircumstances, and he resolved, if pos-
sible, to ascertain the cause of the differencc. On inquiry and
examination, he found that tliose of them who were above board
used no ardent spirits, while the others were in the constant and
daily use of them. He satisfied himself that this use of ardent
spirits was the only cause of the difference in their condition.
He determined, if be could, to preiail upon them all to abstain
altogether from their use. On a thorough parental representa-
tion of the case to them, he succeeded, and they all agreed to
make use of none for a year. At the end of the year they were
all; to a man, out of debt, had susported their families in better
conditiou, had done more work, destroyed fewer tools, and were
hearty and robust, and enjoyed better health. This fact speaks
volumes, arnd needs no comment. Adopt the same practice in
this town, and the result willbe the same. “What! drink none ¥”
Yes, Isay, drink none—one gallon for this town, is just four
quarts too mach.  In addition to the miseries of debt and poverty
which they entail upon a community, they are the parent of one
half the diseases that prevail, and one half the crimes that are
committed. It isardent spirits that fll our poor-houses and our
jails; it is ardent spirits that fill our penitentiorics, our mad-houses
and our state prisons ; and itis ardent spirits that furnish victims
for the gallows. They are the greatest curse that God ever in-
flicted on the world, and may well be called the seven vials of
his wrath. They arc more destructive in their consequences
than war, plagve, pestilence, or famine; yea, than all combined.
They are slow in their march, but surein their grasp. They
seize not only the natural, but the moral man. They consign the
body to the towb, and the soul to hell.

“While on carth, the victim of intemperance is as stupid as an
ass, &s ferocious as a tiger, as savage us a bear, as poisonous as the
asp, as filthy as the swine, as fetid as a goat; and as malignant as
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# fiend. No mattér what mway be the original materials of the
man; his fizure may possess every grace of the sculptor; lus
mind may be imbued with every art and science; he may be fit
to command at the head of armies, to sway a Reman senate, to
wield tne destinies of nations ; his heart may be the seat of every
virtue—but ardent spirits will strip him cf the whole, and couvert
him into a demon, Neeld I tell Lou ? Need I point out the
chance that cbriety producesin the moral and socidl affuctions.
Need I present the sword red with a brother’s blood ? 1t wwus in
a druken revel that the infuriate Alexander sléw lis best friend
and most beloved companion, Clytus. Aud it was inadrunhen
revel that he proclaimed himself a god. and died.

¢ But have not ardent spirits oue rood quality, one redecming
virtue?” None; Isay none. There s nothing, not even the
shadow of a virtue, to rescue them from universal aud everlasting
execration, “ But they are good as a medicine.” No, not as«
medicine. There is no physician, that does not love them, that
needs them in his practice. There is no discase that they cure
orrelieve, that cannot he cured or relieved without them. They
add to no man’s heal:h; they save no man’s life. It is impossible
to name asiugle good thing that they do. Give them to the
divine: do they add to his pi to his zeal, to his faithfuluess, to
his love of God or man? No, they destroy them all. Give
them to the physician: do they inerease his shill, his power to
discriminate amid the symptoms of disease, his judrinent to apply
the appropriate remedies, his hind aud atffectionate solicitude ?
Nay, verily they destroy them all.  Give them to the Jegal advo-
cate: do they increase his lnowledge, Lis perceptivn to discover
the points of” his case, his readiness to apply the evidence, his
ability to persuade a courtand jury 2 No, they destroy them all.
Give them to the mechanie : do they assist his ingenuity, his judg-
ment, or his taste? No, they destroy themn all. Give them to
the Iahourer: do they add to his strenath ¥ Do they evable him
to bear fatigue, to endute heat aud cold?  Cau he do more work,
or do it better ? No, they are the ruin of the whole. They re-
deee his strength, weaken his frame, make him more susceptible
to heat and cold, disorganize his whole system, and unfit hiw for
labour.

“ But there are some men,” yousay, “ who use ardent spirits
and who get along very well.” = Admitted. They endure it. So
there are some men who get along very well with poor health
and feeble constitutions. Are poor health and feeble constitu-
tions, therefore no evils? Is the prosperity of such to be attri-
butedto them ? As much as that of the former to the use of
ardent spirits. 'Was e¢ver a man made rich by the use of ardent
spirits?  Never; but millions have been made beggars by it.

Yet some say they feel better by drinking ardent spirits, Let
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ny examine this excuse. It is nothing but an exense, and he
who loves rum and is ashamed to own it, says he feels better to
drink it. Let us enquire how. Are they conducive to health ?
On this subject lot the physician decide. One, as great as this
country has produced, Dr. Rush, says that the habitual use of
ardent spirits usually produces the following discases 1 A loss of
appetite; sickness at the stomach ; obstruction of the liver; jaun-
dice and dropsy ; boarseness and a husky cough, which often ends
in consumption ; diabetis; reduess and eruptions of the skin; a
fetid breath ; frequent and disgusting belchings ; epilepsy ; gout
aund maduess,  This is the tran of discases produced by the use
of ardent spirits, and the usual, natural, aud legitimate conse-~
quences of their uce.  Aud now, 1 ask, can that which, of its own
natnre, produces these diseases, make a man feel better ¥ Reason
might answer; and were she on her throne, uninfluenced and
ubbitssed hy the love of ardent spirits, shie would uuequivoeally
answer; No.  And we find that tiose who say thepfeel better to
drink ardent spirits, are those whe are in health, but love rum,
awl it gratifics their appetite; and this is what they mean by feel-
ing better.

Twi'l examine for a moment the effect, *he immediate effect of
ardent spirsts uposn the man. I will take 2 man in health, and
give him a glass of ardent spirits.  The effect is to produce mental
derangement, and false noty s and conceptions, But one glass
will not have much effeet. I will give him aunother, and if he
loves rum lie feels better; another, and he feels better; another,
better yet. By thic time he las got to feel pretty well, quite
happy. tle has no fear nor shame. e can enrse, and swear, and
Ireak things, “ Heis fit for treason, stratagems, and spoils.”
e fears no consequences, and can accomphsh mpossibilities.
If he is a cripple, he fancies he can dance like a satyr; if he is
slow aud unuieldy, he can run Bike a hart; if heis weak and
feehle instvength, he can lift like S mpson, and fight like Hercules;
# he 3s poor and penyless, he is rich as Ureesus on his throne, apd
hias mouey to lend.  Thisis all o correct representation. It is
what happens univeisally with the diunkard. I know onve man
who is intemperate, who is poor, and never known to have five
dollars -t a time, who, when he isintoxicated, has often, and
Goes usually offer to lend me athousand dollars.  Poor, miserable,
aund deluded mau! But ke feels well; he is one of those whe
feel hetter to drink., e is mentally deranged, his imagination is
disordered. 1le fancies bliss, and felicity, and plenty, and abun-
dauce, which does notexist; and he awales to misery, and poverty,
and shame, and contempt. Yet this is the exact feeling of all
those who feel better to &rix\k spirits. He who drinks but aglass,
hias uot the same degree, but precisely the same kind of feeling
with the one I have described,
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And this is all—this is all that rum does to make a man feel
Yetter. If his wife and children are starviug, he feels it not.
He foels better. If his affuairs ave going to ruin, or are already
plunged into ruin, he is not sensible to his condition. If Jus
}musc is on fire, he sings the maniac’s song, and regards it not,
He feels better. .

Let him who likes this better fecling, enjoy it.  Enjoy it, did T
say? No. Reclaim him, if possible. Convince him that he
labors under a delusion. Restore him to trath, and to reason;
banish the cup from his mouth, and change the brute into the
man.

And now need any more be said to persnade mankind to aban.
don the use of ardent spirits? The appalling facts, in relation
to them, are known toall.  Esperience and obserration teach us
that they are the seource of ruin, and misery, and squalid wretch-
edness, in a thousand shapes. ‘They are the three-headed monster;
they are the Gorgons with their thousand snakes ;. their pawe Is
Legion, And shall Tyet find advecates for their user Will
this enlightéried community yet say they are useful and necessary ?
All those who have used them, and discontinued the use of them,
say they are totally unnecessary and useless.  We see that those
who live without them, enjoy more happiness aud better health
than those who use them~—that they live longer lives. But, vh!
the folly, the stupidity, and the delusion of rum drinkers!

But perhaps it may be said, that the effevts and consequences
that I have mentioned, result from the abuse, and not from the
proper and moderate use of ardent spirits; and that on mauy oc-
casions, in small quantities, they are nseful. Let us examine the
circumstances and ~rcasions when they are said {o be necessary,
aud perhaps I caenot do it better than in the words of another.

“ They are said to be necessary in very cold weather. This is
far from being true; for the temporary heat they produce is al-
ways succeeded by a greater disposition in the body to be affected
by cold. Warm dresses, a plentiful meal just hefore exposure to
the cold, and cating occasionally a cracker or any other food, is a
much more durable method of preserving the heat of the body in
cold weather”” TIn confirmation of this, the case of the vessel
wrecked off the harbor of Newburyport, a few years since, may
.2 adduced. On au intensely cold night, when all the men of
that vessel were in danger of freezing to death, the master ad-
vised them to drink no ardeunt spirits. He told them, if they did,
they must surely freeze. Some took his advice, while others,
notwithstanding his most carnest entreatics, disregarded it. The
result was, that of these who used the spirits, some lest their
h(ll}]‘ds, some their feet, and some perished ; while the rest survived
nehurt.

“ They are said to be necessary in very warm weather. ExXe
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perience proves that they increase, instead of lessening, the effects
of heat upon the body, and thereby expose to diseases of all kinds.
Evenin the warm climate of the West Indies, Dr. Bell asserts
this to be true.  Rum says this author, whether used habitually,
moderately, or in excessive quantitics, always diminishes the
strength of the body, and renders man more susceptible to disease,
and unfit for any scryvice, in which vigor or activity is required.
As well might we thpow oil into a house, the roof of which was
on fire, in order to prevent the flames from extending to its inside,
as pour ardent spirits iuto the stomach, to lessen the effects of a
hot sun upou the shin.”  And here permit me to add, that they
are said to be nesressary in cold weather to warm, and in warm
weather to cool ; the bare statemsent of the argument ou these
two points confounds itself.

“ Nor do avdent <pirits lessen the effects of hard labour upon
the body. Look at the horse, witht every muscle of his hody
swelled from moruing tillnight, in a plough or ateam. Does he
malke signs for a glass of spitits, 1o cnable him to cleave the
ground or cliwb a hill 2 No, he vequires nothing but cold water
end cubstavtial food,  There is nonournishment in ardent spivits,
The strength they produce in labour is of a trausient nature, and
is always followed by a sense of weakness and fatigue”*

Some people, neyertheless, vretend that ardent spirits add to
their strength, and inerease their muscular powers; but this is
alt a delusion.  They think thiey are strong when they are weak.
Rum indhes them Loast, aud that is all.  The truth s, it weakens
them in body, but stiengthens them in imagination. Why was
Sampson forludden by the Angel of God to drink either wine or
strong drinh, but to increase and preserve his strength?  When
you hear a man telling how strong rum makhes him, you may be
sure heis weak both in body and mind,

There is oue other occasion for using ardent spirits, which it
will be proper to examine.  They are said to be necessary to keep
off the contagion of disease, and are recomuiended to attendants
upon the sick. But the united testimeny of all physiciaus proves,
that the intemperate are first attacked by epdemic disorders.
This is universally the case in the Southern States, and in the
West Indies.  Experience also proves that those attendants upon
the sick, who refrain from the use of ardent spizits, escape, while
those who use them are swept anay. If fucts could courinee,
the use of ardent spirits wouldbe abolished. But the love of rum
is stronger on the %mman mind thap the truth of Heaven.

If, then, ardent spirits are not necessmy insickness, if they do
not prevent the effects of heat and cold ; if they do not add to our
strength, and enable us to perform more labour ; when are they
necessary 2 Why, peoplein health say, they want to drisk them

* Dr. Rush,
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now and then—they do them good. What good? 1f they arc
well, why do they need them?™ For nothing but to gratify the
taste, and to produce a feeling of intoxication and derangement,
slight in_its degree when moderately used, as they are by such
people, but the character of the feeling is no less certain. It is
the same feeling that induces the drunkard to drink. One man
takes a glass to do him good, to make him feel better; another
wae's two; another three; another six ; and by this time is in-
toxicated, and e never feels well till he is so. He has the sume
feeling with the man who drinks asingle glass, but more of it;
and that man who, in health, drinks one glass to make him feel
better, is just so much ofa drunkard ; one sixth, if it takes six
elasses toiatoxicate him, He has one sixth of the materials of «
drunkard in biy constitution.

But it is this moderate use of ardent spirits that produces ail
the excess. It isthis, which paves the way to downright and
brutal intoxication. Abolish the ordinary and temperate use of
ardent spirits, and there would pot be adrankard in the Country.
He who advises men not to drink to excess, may lop off the
brauches ;"he who advises them to drink only upon certain oc-
casions, may fell the trunk; but he who tells them not to drink at
all, strikes and digs deep for the »~ot of the hideous vice of intem-
perance. All this is the only conrse to pursue. It is this tem-
{:rate use of ardent spirits that must be discontinued. They must

no longer necessary when friends call, when we go to the store
to trade, to the tavern to transact business, when we travel the
road on public days—ia fact, they must cease to be fashionable and
customary drinks, Do away the fashion and custom that attends
their use, avd change the tone of public feeling, so that it will be
thought disgraceful to usethem as they are now used by the most
temperate and respectable men, and an end is for ever put to the
prevolence, to the beastly disease of intoxication. Let those who
cannot be reclaimed from intemperance go to ruin, and the quick-
er the better, if you regard only the public good; but save the
rest of our population; save yourselves ; save your children!
Raise not up anarmy of drunkards tosupply theirplaces! Purify
your houses ! They contain the plague of death; the poison that
in a few years will render some of your little ones what the miser-
able wretches that you see sta.ggering the streats are now. And
who, I ask, would not do it # What father, who knew that one
of his sons that he loves, was in a few years to be what hundreds
you can name are now, would hesitate, that he might save him, to
banish rura from his premises for cver.

And, if ardent spirits zre the parent ofall the poverty, and dis-
eases and crimes and madness, that I have named ; and if they pro-
duce no good, what ratioual man would use them ? If heloves
bimself, he will not ; if he loves his children, he will not; and as
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Hamilear brought annibal to the altarat eight years of age, and
made him swear cternal hatred to the Romans ; so every parent
should bring his children to the altar, and make them swear, if I
may so speak, eternal hatred to ardent spirits. e should teach
them by precept and example. He should instil into his children
a hatred to ardent spirits, as much as he doe. of falsehood and of
theft. He should no meore suffer his children to drink a little,
than he does to lie a little, and to steal a little,

And what other security have you for your children ? or for
yourselves 7 Yes, for yourselves. Iknew a man who, a few
years ago, was as temperate as any of you, was as respectable as
any of you, as learned as any of you, and as useful in life as any
of you; I have heard him from the sacred desk again and again;
but by the same use of ardent spirits that most men justify and
advoeate, under the mistaken notion that they were beneticial to
him, he has at last fallen the victim of intemperance. And this
is not a selitary example. I had almost said, it is a common ex-
ample. I could easily add to the number.

And now, what security have you for yourselves? You have
pone but in the course I have recommended.  1f it is necessary for
the intemperate man to write on every vessel containing ardent
spirits, « Taste not, touch not, handle not,” and to brand them,
as full of the very wrath of God ; it is also necessary for the tem-
perate man to do so, to save himself from interperance.

But if the places of the present generation of drunkards are to
be supplicd, whence will the victims come but from your own
children ?  And who knows but that the infant the mether is
now fondling upon her knee, and pressing to her bosom, however
lovely he may appear, however respectable and elevated she is,
will be sclected to be one of that degraded, and squalid, and filthy
class, that, in her old age, will walk the streets as houseless, hope-
less and abandoned drunkacds? You have uo security, no as-
surance.

But we are aptto think that the wretches whom we seeand have
described, were alnays so; that they were come out of miserable
and degraded familics; and that they are walking in the road
in which they were born.  But this is not so. Among the num-
ber may be found a large proportion, who were as lpveTy in their
infancy, as promising in their youth, and as useful in early life as
you: own children, and have become drunkards—TI repeat it, and
never let it be forgotten—have become drunkards by the tempe-
rate, maderate, and habitual use of ardent spunits, just as you use
them now. Were it not for this use of ardent spirits, we should
not now hear of drunken senators and drunken magistrates; of
drunken lawyers and drunken doctors ; churches would not now
be mourning over drunken ministers and drunken members; pa-
rents would not be weeping over drunken children; wives over
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dranken husbands; husbands over drunken wives, and angels
over a drunken world.

Then cease. No longer use that which is the source of infi-
nite mischief, without one redceming benetit ; which has eatail-
ed upon you, upon your children, and upon society, woes un-
numbered and unutterable.  Banish it from your houses. It can
be doue.  Youhave only to will, and it is eftected. Use it not at
home. Let itnever be found to pollute your dwellings. Give it
not to your friends or to your workmen. Touch it not your-
selves, and suffer not your children to touchir; and let it be a
sart of your morning and evening prayer, that you and your chil-

ren may be saved from intemperance, as much as from famine,
from sickness, and from death.

An able and accurate writer subjoins the following Bill to an
article on the Cost of Intemperance :—

The People of the United States to Intemperance, Dr.
1. To 56,000,000 gallons spirits per year,at 50

cents per gallon, d28,000,000
2. To 1,3$4,000,000 hours of time wasted by

drunkards, at 4 cents per hour, 53,760,000
3. To thesupport ef 1,500,000 paupers, 7,500,000
4. To losses by depravity of 45,000 cviminals, unknown, but

anmense.

5. To the disgrace and misery of 1,000,000 per-

sons, (relatives and drunkards,) incalculable.
6 & 7. To the ruin of at least 30,000, and pro-

bably 48,000 souls annually, infinite! unspeahable !
8. To loss by premature death of 30,000 per-

sons in the prime of life, 30,000,000

9. Tolosses from the carclesness and misman-
agement of intemperate seamen, agents,
&e, &ec. unknown, but very great.

Certain pecuniary loss, (in round numbers,) 1D120,000,000
To which add 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 9th items,

Total,

Thus it appears that, independently of items which cannot be
estimated, our Country pays or loses at the rate of One Hundred
and Twenty Millions of Dollars per annum by Intemperance !
Thi: sum is five times as large as the Revenue of the United
States’ Government—it would pay off our patioual debtin six
months—it would build twelve such Canals as the Grand Evie and
Hudson Canal every year—it would supporta navy four times
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as large as that of Great Britain—it is sixty times as much as the

aggregate income of all the principa! religious charitable socictics
in Eyrope and America.

TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES.

Temprerance SocirTies took their origin in America in the fol-
lowing manner :—

The Rev. Dr. Beecher, deeply impressed with the evils of
Druukenness, attacked that vice from the pulpit, with so much
vigour as to engage public attention, and to l2ad to the formation
of Societies in mauy parts of the Union, for its suppression.

From inquiries mstituted by the Temperance Societies it ap-

peared;

1st. That the quantity of ardent spirits consumed in the United
States amounted in the year 1827, to fifty six millions of gallous,
or nearly five gallons to each person,

2dly. That of the Pauperism and the Crime, in that country,
three fourth-parts were the effect of Intemperance.

3dly. That nearly forty thousand persons perished annually, from
drinking Ardent Spirits.

There are now established, in the United States, five hundred
Temj.crance Societies. Resolutions to abstain from Ardent Spi-
rits have beer passed by many Synods, Presbyteries, and Reli-
gious Conferences ; by military, medical, and legal Associations;
and other public bodies.

« The great work of rcformation in America is going forward
steadily among a population, whereof each had been using, at an
average, five gallons of ardent spirits annually, and of whom tra-
vellers have published to the world, with too much truth, that
they are a nation of drunkards. The whole work has been doue
~not by legislative interference, noiby legally prohibitiuy distil-
lation, and the use of spiritaous liquors, nor by throwing heavy
dutiesin the way of the poor; for all these would bave been in-
suificient :—the only remedy for the desolating evil of Intempe-
rance has beenfoum{‘: in awalkeuing the reason, the moral sense, and
the piety of the community. All tho efforts that have been made—
eftorts already crowned with unexpected and_animating suceess—
have consisted in earnest, affectionate appeais, to the understand-
ing and consciences of the people.”

Professor Edgar's Address in the Belfast Newsletter of the
44k and 11tk September 1829.

‘Temperance Societies have been formed at New TRoss, Cooks-
town, Rathfriland, Drogheda, &c. Andadvocates in the public
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prints have appeared in different quarters ; and also in Glasgow

und other parts of Scotland and England,

Lztract from a Letter from Doctor Doyle, Roman Catholic
Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, to the Scerctary of the New
Itoss Temperance Socicty.

Carlow, Decenber, 29, 1829,
My Drar Rev. Sir,

Thave received and read all the tracts and papers relative
to the Temperance Societies, which you had the kindaess toseud
me. Ithank you very much for them, and for vour own most
acceptable letters whicl{ accompanied them. Illness or inability
to make up my mind as to what L should say of the “ good cause”
in which you are engaged, prevented me till now from writing
toyou; and even now 1am at aloss kow to express all I think
respecting it.

Every “Christian—indeed every man endowed with reason,
whether he be or be not a Christian, mnst look upou drunken-
pess and upon excessive drinking as one of the most debasing aud
hateful vices which iunfest the human kind; it stultifies and bru-
talizes men ; and as to women, it reduces their condition far below
the condition of the brute. Your medical friends, in the tracts
you have sent me, prove most fully and satisfuctorily how it gene-
Tates disseases innumerable, of the body and mind; consuming
life like a plague ov the parching wind of the desert; but these
are effects of 1t which I can scarcely lanent, for Ithink a drun-
kard, though unfit to die, is entirely unfi tto live, aud that when
he will not be reclaimed, his removal from this world is net only
a just judgment of Divine Providence upon hiwself, buta bles-
sing to Ius family and to all these whom by his jafluence or ex-
ample he had corrupted or scandalized. I would be, thercfore,
glad to heal the drunkard; but, if le were obstivate, and obsti-
nately persevered in his viee, I would feel upon his death, as [
would upon the death of the murderer dying ou the scafiold—
that he had paid the forfeit of his life to the offended justice of
carth and heaven. 1t is not the multiplication ot. disease or the
waste of human life by drunkenncess or excessive driking that I
chiefly regret—nay, I do not at all regret that these effects tol
low so_detestable a vice—they are the immoral and impious ef-
fects of it which I cannot comtemplate without herror. Rash
swearing, profanaiion of the Lord’s day, blasphemies without
aumber—the poverty, the nakeduess, the destitution, the ruin
of families—the fraud, the thefts, the robberies—thoseduction of
innoeence—the corruption of virtue—the disobedience of chl-
gren, the infidelities of sexvants—the discordand disunion of those
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whom (Fod united—these and many othors which 1 do not name,
ure the efiects of drinking and of drunkenness, which I deplore.

Looking then at the vice of drunkeuness as [ do, with a’hatred
and abhorrence quite peculiar, should I not, you will say, do
every thing in my power to cstablish aud promote ‘ Tempe-
rance Societies,” whose sole object is to unite all persons of sense
aud virtue in a league, defensive and offensive, against this com-
mon enemy of mankind ¥ You reason well in putting such a ques-
tiou; and Tam read; to cu-operate in the establishment and sup
port of amny measure Whose object is to preserve the dominion of
Teason over passion, and to aid virtue in her warfare against vice
—Dbesides that, in secking to promote temperance by means of a
society, I would only be seehing aid to continue a coutest in
which I have been engaged incessantly for nearly twenty years.
But whilst 1 would gladly co-operate wish any Temperance So-
ciety, 1 am not fitted in any one respect to undertake the for-
mation of one ; and, even it I weve, { am not prepared to ex-
press to others 2 confidonco which I do not feel, that such Socic-
ties in this country, at this time, and with our present laws and
social government, can be productive of any great, or extensive,
or permaneut good; but yet, as some good may be effected by
them, they certainly deserve support.

It cannot have escaped your observation that it is difficult, and
in some places impossible to blend together, in society, men of
different ranks and conditions; and how small—how very smoail
the moral influence is of those called the upper ranks over those
called the lower orders of the people. Gentlemen thercfore
may unite and preach, but the people, who have not before expe-
rienced their friendship and protection, will hear them without
attention, or <coff at their advice. DMorcoverin towns where the
vice of excessive drinking principalls prevails, you have opposed
to you all the drunkards, al‘l)the ublicans, all the grocers who
retail whiskey, all the brewers, all the distillers, with the swabs,
and wits, andidlers who appertain to them ; all these and many
nore who hate all nnovation——even that innovation which goes
to the disturbance of vice—will iabour diligently to counteract
your labours, and to pull down whatever you endeavour to build.
The industry and energy of these classes may be measured by
that evangelical rule which says that—* the children of darkness
are wiser in their generation than the c¢'ildren of light.”

But the great and insurmountable obstacle to the progress of
Temperance Sycieties, and to all the eflerts which youand I, and
such as we can muke, to stop the torrent of drunkeaness is found
in the “ Revenue Laws.” Could we but induce the Chauncellor
of the Exchequer to become a imember of our society, and to
squaro his budget by our rules, 1 have no doubt whatever but we
would succeed in removing this pestilence of drunkenness out of



23

the land.  To eradicate the use of ardent spirits ont of a country
having such a_climate as ours, and from among such a people as
ours, 1s quite impos«ible ; ¢ but to diminish the use of ardent spi-
rits, to one-fiftieth part of its present mnount, is, inmy opinion,
perfectly practicable.” But as it would be as casy ‘o stop the
mouths of the Euphrates as to stop the mouths of those who
now drink whiskey in Ireland, they cannot be veelaimed until a
better beverage than whiskey is neavided f2r (hem, ateven a low-
er exponse.  All this could be done by the Chaucellor of the Ex-
chequer, if he foundit more necessary to promote good morals
than to secure a large revenue. [ am tolerably well acquainted
with the making of malt, and the brewing of beer ; and [ have no
hesitation in stating, that if malting and brew” 17 were exempted
from tax, and the impost on whishey raised, drankenness in a
little time would almest disappear frem the country.

Withal, even a small good is worth seeking after, and those
engaged in procuring it, even should they not be successful, will
not lose their reward, If the societies of tradesmen, which are
found in almost every town, could be induced to adopt as a rule
or regulation, abstinence from avdent spirits, or even a tempe-
rate use of it, if such be possible, much good wounld result to
themselves therefrom.  Great numbers of tradeswen are notori-
ously addicted to excessive drinhing.  These now might De com-
fortable and happy—they are poor and miserable, they might be
virtuous and respectable—they are vicious and despised—sobriety
would enable them to educate and provide for their children, and
to lay up some subsistence for theirown helpless age ; but drun-
kenuess leaves their children destitute, and sends themsel-
ves, through want and misery, to a prematwre grave—and after a
life of drunkenness, who canaccompany them, even in thought,
to that tribunat which is beyond the grave? The principle of
free tradde has been extended by the legislature to those men ; but
in the place of being instructed by the law, and governced by its
spirit, they have established among themselves an odious mono-
poly in every trade and w every town, I believe, in the kingdom.
I am acquainted with many of the rules and usages of these men,
for I take an interest in all that relates to them, and I find these
rules awl usages general'y a_compound of good sense and egre-
gious folly ; but leaving thcir follies to be corrected by their own
experience, I could wish 1 ast heartily that they preseribed a to-
tal abstinence from ardent spivitsas an indispensible duty to all
those to be admitted to, or continued in, their body or bodies, ax
to become in any way ertitled to the privileges and emoluments
belonging to the members - f their several associatioas respective-
ly, because they are, in truth, a most valuable portion of the
community, and are at the same time that portion of it through
which excessive drinking, and its attendant vices, possess an al-
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nost houndless sway ; they are, morcover, aclass of people hav-
ing every where a sort of corporate existence, and \nl\ not be
reformed, unless the veform be spentaneously adopted by them-
selves.  Could they be induced to become temperate, the classes
immediately connected with them, and they are very numerous,
would be greatly infincuced Ly their exampie, so that the result
would be more “beneficiul to socicty than could casily be sup-
posed.

I am unwilling almost to add, that atpresent thousands of trades-
men, on account of their nujust oaths, and the excesses of all
kinds in which thev indulge, spend their whole lives as if there
was no God, no religion, no futurestate, or distinction between
good and evil.

Excuse, my dear Rev. Friend, whatever I have expressed in
this letter, and which 1ought not in your opinien to have said,
and believe me,

With the most sincere esteem,
Your faithful and humble servant in Christ,

+ J. DOYLE.
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SratE oF MAUNE, Iv Awrniey — An important trial has been
made in our prison, of the effect on health by cutting off habitual
drunkards af once from the use of sphitwous liguors, in every
forra, and coufining them tocold watir, e ha~ been found inva-
nably beneficial.  They soon renew something of their vouthful
appearance; and & more healthy and musealar body of men  can-
not be found, in prison or ont ot privon, than the cold water con-
viets who work at the quarre of the Maine Prison. It shews that
hard labour ean beperformed with good food and cold water.  As
evidence of this, it is ouly necessary just to see these men handle
the rocks,”

New Havpesairc.—“The same valuable experiment has been
made lere, as in Maine, conecerning the effect of cuttine off
drunkards from the use of avdent spirits, and with the same re-
sults.”  The health of the prisoners exceeds that of the country
at large.”

VErMonT.—“The experiment fried in other prisons, has been
made in ours, and with the same delightful results. The sub-
jects of such treatement renew their youth (as it may be said,)
directly.”
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Avnery (New York).—“The convicts here are strictly piahi.
bited the use of ardent spirits and tobacco, eacept as mediune,
and, coutrary to every common but fallacious notion,—that coi-
firmed drunkards canunot break off at once from the use of spirits
without danger to their health,—it has been found invariably that
even the more accustomed or besotted druuhards have never suf-
fered from that cause, but, on the contrary, almost as unitormly
their health has been improved. “ Someappear to be very wu-
easy and depressed 10R A FEw Davs, after which they eat hear-,
tily, and improve in health and appearance !”

SIGXNS OF INTEMPERAXNCE,

1. If you have set times, days, or places, for indulging yourself
in drinking ardent spirits.

2. If you find yourself continually inventing excuses for drink-
ing, or avail yourself of every little catch and circumstance among
your companions to bring out a “treat.”

3. If you find the desire of sirong drink returning daily, and
atstated hours.

4. If youdrink in secrct, because you are unwilling your friends
or the world should know how much you drink.

5. If youare accustom to driuk, when opportunities present,
as much as you can bear without public tokens of inebriation,

6. If you find yourself always irritated when efforts are wmade to
suppress iutemperance, aud moved, by some instinctive impulse,
to make opposition,

7. Reduess of eyes, with afull red countenance, and tremor of
the hand, especially when connected with irritability, petulance,
and violent anger.

SpreAD oF TEMPERANCE SoCIETIES.

Temperance Societies were first established in 1827, in the New
England States.  They have now extended to every state in the
American Union, with mest extraordinary success. They have
been introduced into Upper Cansada, the Townships of Lower
Canada, New Brunswick and are numerous in Ireland.

The first was introduced at Glasgow in Scotiand, about two
years ago, and they have since spread to England. At Glasgow
there was mnch opposition and indifference, and the society in
the first year had only about five hundred members. A Liver-
pocl paper of February last, mentions that the Glasgow Society
and its Branches then consisted of upwards of twenty seven
thousand members, and had entirely succeeded in putting an end
to the use of spiritous liquors in several manufactories.
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At a public meeting at Edinburgh, a most argumentative and
conclusive speech in favor of Temperance Societies, was deliver
ed by Mr. WiLLzam Covrrrss, copies of which have bren re-print-
pd at Montreal, and may be had from the Secretaries of the As-
2ydation at Quebec.

AsSwedish gentleman, lately arrived at Boston, writes:to his
friénd inthis city, that Mr. Wijk, of Gottenburgh, whossome
time ago travelled through the United States, had, on his retyrp
to Sweden, very success ully exerted himself in establishing Telﬁg,
perance Societies in his native country. The society at Gotten? :
burgh held its first meeting in December last, and was attended by
the Bishop (Wingard,) Count Rosen, Governor of the Province,
General Edeljelm, and other distinguished individuals. Similar
Societies had baen swnstitutgd at Stockbolm, and Tonkioping, and
were ((15 "qlp:ﬁ to prove highly beneficial for the purpee in~

ctended, 53 8. -




