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The Sabbuth §ﬂxu\ul.

LESSONS FOR OCTOBER.

FIFTH SABBATH.

SuBJECT :—F'riends and Foes of Jesus,
John xv, :11.19. Golden Text, Jamesiv. : 4,

This lesson is & continuation of the dis-
course that is commenced in the xivth chap-
ter, Christ’s farewell discowrse to His dis-
ciples, Here as indeed all through, his
words are very tender, and very comforting,

V. 1L —These words have I spoken, £c.
The words preceding, especially those im-
mediately preceding, contairedin vs, 9and
10, concerning His love to tnem. Afy joy.
Chirist’s joy in the Father’s love, or the joy
of which He was the possessor that was to

“friendship of Christ and the friendship of :

LESSONS.
(1.) Wherever there is love to Cluist 8
shewing itself in love to His people there,
there will be joy., Joy follows upon thy
exercise of love. :
(2.) Obedience to Christ, es%fcinlly inth §
law of love—brotherly love—shews that we B
are his frienda.
(3.) 32 we ave Christ’s true friends the
world. will hateus. It cannot do otherwige,
{4.) Therefdre it is impossible to have th:

the world at the same time.
How is it with us? Let us ponder well
the golden text for the day, James iv. 4,

LESSONS FOR NOVEMBER

FIRST SABBATH. :

. Sunreen «—The work of the Spirit, Jon |
16, 7-11:  Golden Text, John 11, 26, Py, I}
ges, John 16, 13-14, Ist John 2, 2, Is; 4

be the disciples! That joy was henceforth
to be in their zouls ds a new and resident
vital principle, And as the result their joy
was to be full or perfect. They were to be
joyous up to the measure of tkeir capacity.
How ‘great their happiness!

V. -12.—Christ here declares how,this joy-
ousness is to be reached and preselived. It
is by loving one another. Hislove to them
shewing itself in their love to each other.
As I have loved you, that is the standard or
rule according to which they are to love their
brethren. '

V. 13 is the utterance of 2 general truth
viz., this truth, that deathior or in the room
of any one is the highest expression that
love can take,

V. 14 is the apilication to the disciples of
this truth, I look upon you as friends for
whom I die ; but ye too must prove your-
selves my friends by doing after my com-
mandment, ¢. ., loving one another es, &c.

V. 15,—S8ervants, that isin the sense of
unwilling or joyless servants or slaves. For
in those days servants and slaves were one
and the same. 7 servant knoweth not, dwc.
See Lev. xxv. : 3. Fricnds, made acquaint-
ed with his mind, trusted, loved. *The
exaltation of the disciples from Christ’s

" service to friendship is accomplished by his
confiding to them the fundamental idea of
this life, this sacrificial death of love in ac-
cordance with thé loving counsel of God ; it
was by this confidence that he sought to
arouse them to a loving activity that should
rejoice in sacrifice.”

V. 16.—* A wholesome memento after the
lofty things he had just said about them.”
Ordained, placed or appointed. Admitted
to this friendship they should go forth under
the impulse of love, and bring forth fruit—
frui$ that would abide, . .

. V. 17 last t%m is a summing up of the
fundamental thought presented vs, 11-17,

Vs. 18, 19.—The world’s attitude towards
the disciples, It hates them. And that is
not strange. It hated Ohrist first; Christ
most ; and them becauselthey wero Christ’s,
See 1 Peter iv, : 12 : 1 John iii, : 13, 14,

Peter, 1, 2. :
The first point in this lesson is the depar 38
ture of the Saviour. The prospect of itﬁ
filled the disciples with sorrow. For moe8
than three years they had listened to Hi R
words and witnessed His mighty deeds.
s friend, o teacher, and a guide, they b
lieved that His loss was irreparable ; but 38
tells them that in this they were mistake§
His departure would be not an injury, ki
o benefit, It was expedient for them tholgh
He should go away. In the salvation Jfj
men each person of the Trinity had a specilils
part to perform. The Father arranged thf
plan and provided the Saviour, the Sage
made the atonement, and His special wail§
on esarth wss finished on the Cross of GIFE
very. Then*the Holy Spirit took up il
great work of man’s redemption, and endli
since His descent on the day of Pente§l
has been npglying, and till the last redeemf
soul shell have been brought home, v
continue to apply Christ’s salvation to )R
hearts of men. .
Secondly, we have the promise of i
Spirit's'advent. Our Saviour states thati
could not take place till after His departuii
and that he would Himself send the Sprg¥
The following are some of the reasons i@
it was desirable that the Saviotir should 43
pert and send the Spirit. 1st, His workdiis
earth was done, but He still had to canyiE
the great, work of intercession by enteiligh
into Heaven itself, and there appearin 2%
the presence of God for us, Heb. 9
2ndly. The great facts of kis death, ragis
rection, and ascension, were to beusd
the Spirit as means of showing the di
the real nature of Christ’s kingdom end #8
desiﬁn of His coming, Hitherto theyw
blinded by prejudice, but we lewn froa
Acts of the Apostles that the Spirif g
them, on this as on every other point
sll truth.” 3rd. If Jesus had sia 3
earth, He could Have been in but ons Ml
at one’time; but some agent was
who cotild apply the work of Christh
everywhbere, 4th. ‘As this was the
peculiar province, we find thet it wes
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LB OCTOBER,
il HARVEST J0Y.
1M What sights of loveliness have passed
& icfore our eyes within the past few months!
ﬁ B rarth, and ses, ard sky, the forest and the
ore M beautifal field, the falling leaf and. the fad-
‘g @ ir; Sower,—all have had their massage to
1o @us, and it were well to listen and to learn.
B Spring—in our climate it is little more than
’; 3, name—gave place to summer, and sum-

f¥mer to the fulness of autumn wealth and
It scems but as yesterday when

- diglory.

‘B8 from the kindly bosom of the earth.

g How beautiful the fields of golden grain
i they invited the sickle or the scythe!
XM0w beautiful the table spread by God’s
8 band in this fair and vast temple of
W5, whose dome is immensity-—whose
SWehts ars the sun, and moon, and stars—
Mtose floor is the cnamelled earth. Itis
i standing miracle of the year, aye of all
PR 2qcs, this replenishing of earth’s trea-
SE¥rehonses from the grest treasute-house
@ God. “ Theharvest fieldsave thegelden
ks that connect the ages and the zones,
dassociate together the remotest times
g8 the most distant netions in one com-
[ bond of sympathy and dependence.
W8y make the carth one great home; of
fe luman race ons great family ; and of
BB the universal Parent, to whom day

" JRli been amply repaid by 2 bountifal re-

after day we are cncouraged to go with
filial faith and Jove, not in selfishness and
ieolation, but in a fraternal spirit which
embraces the whole world, asking not for
ouarselves alone, but or alt our brothers of
mankind as well,~*¢ Our Father which art
in Heaven—give, us this day our daily
bread.” And the bread is given with no
ssinted hand, to the evil and ths good.
Seed time and harvest, summer and winter,
could and heat, the dark cloud and the
bright sunshine, come and go as is meet.
Beautiful all~~beautifl in the blade, in the
ear, in the ripened corn: beautiful in the
green tints of early growth, and in the
gorgeous golden colots indicative of decay
and death.

Vast as ave the stores of food provided
for us year by year, were oue harvest with-
held the fate of all would be sealed. Star~
vation, sure and speedy, would be the uni-
versal lot. Every summer time we are
actually within & few months of absolute
want. We live by faith and hope; were
the fruits of the ficld destroyed by flood, or
storm, or blasting, or mildew,—were any
of the enemies that lie in wait to devour
commissioned by the Almighty to accom-
plish their purpese, only s wretched rem-
nant of our race could survive one year's
agony. But we have God’s sure promise
to grasp and to live by ; suminer and win-
ter, seed time and harvest, are assdred to
us by the word of the coverant-keoping
God. So sure, 5o unfailing has the coven-
ant proved that men have almost ceased tp
recognize God in the revolving seasons,
aud his bounty in the abundance’of harvest
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‘Wo fill our barns and store-houses as if the
property werd wholly and solely ours ; and
it 1s a rave thing if in thiff age a farmer de-
votes a tenth, a twentieth, a hundredth part
of his soil’s produce as & thank-offering to
Johovah.

Of what avail to us would be houses full
of silver and gold were God to.withhold
the fruitful harvest? Our daily bread is
as surely a gift from Heaven as were the
multiplicd loaves and fishes beside the sea
of Galilce. Well may we sing: ¢ Thou
visitest the earth anG watered it. Thou
preparest them corn when thou hast so pro-
vided for it. Thou crownest the year with
Thy goodness, and Thy paths drop fatness.
The pastures are clothed with flocks: the
valleys also are covered over with corn;

they shout for joy, they also sing.” Our,

songs shounld be ever new like our mercies.
Our gratitude should never cease, for the
bouuties of Providence aré unceasing.

And now, in the presence of God® great
bounty and never failing merey, in view of
all He has done tor our peaceful, lovely and
happy land, what are we to do for Him ?
How ave we to show forth our gratitude?
Shall we sulk and grumble because some-
thing has been kept from us which we de-
sired? Perhaps some one crop has been a
partial failure. Perhaps the weather has
been too wet, too hot, too cold, or too dry..
No matter; the men who have it in their
hearts to murmer will not. fail to find ex-
cuses enough and to spare. Inatead of
hearts overflowing with loving tha s, and
bright faces looking Heavenward, must we
appear before God with faces grim and
gloomy—with hearts hardened and de-
graded by the power of greed and solfish-
neas—with souls debased to the moral level
of the devil and his angels? Farmers—
tillers of the soil-—ye highly favored fellow-
workers with God—open your heasts and
souls to Him. Open your hands and pour
out your thanks-offerings; lift up your
voices in songs of praise. Let the stein be
wiped out forever shat our agricultaral dis-
tricts are meaner, harder, closer-fisted,
greedier, more grovelling than any class
of the community. If there be the slight.
est foundation for such a charge, let it

vanish forever. 'Who comes—at least who
should comc—seo close to God in daily toil
as the man who plows, sows, reaps—who
works in the free air of Heaven and in the
blessed light of the sun? God’s bes
earthly gift—the precious wealtr of hatvest
—comes at first band to the farmer : comes
as if divect from the hand of the Creator, |
and should be so received. Then let ho |
stored treasures of autumn~the beauty ang
the beneficence that have crowned the year
—bring us nearer to God. And ae we en.
joy the bread that perfshes, let us not forge
the Bread of Life. 'We are at our Fathers
table : the God of Providence is the God
of ,Grace. .

The gathered bazvest of the year reminds
of that other Harvest whose whitened fields {8
invite the cnergies of many laboures, jN
Winter is coming and that Harvest is still §
not gathered, Lift up your eyes and see—
willions of our race perishing, What ar §
we doing to save them 2 Let every reade |
ask himself this question, and answer i §
calmly in the. sight of the Searcher of Jif
Hearts. God bas wrought with us in th 8
harvests which furnish our daily bresd; Sl
He invites ,us to be fellow-laborers wid Jo&
Him in the Gospel of His Son—in gathe.
ing in & vast harvest of ransomed souls Ji,
Let us not refuse His invitation.

= )

THE MONTREAL COMMITTEE.

When the union was consummated, §§
much remained to be dons, in order toteJig |
barmonions working of the various schens 8
prosecuted by the four Churches, norjl."
happily one. The 600 gathered from sl
parts of the Dominion constitnted tgS
large an assembly for deliberation. N
was theretime left to take ap, disen
determine the difficult problems regai
solution. It was thereforo decided
appoint a large Committes, represeniisg
nearly every Presbytery in the body, 438
meet, and to prepare recommendations N
selected subjects for next General Assembirgise
On the matter of Periodicals howerer t
Committee was authorized fo decids, i
should shoy see proper, to makp am



___.—M

Oct #1875, The Fome any Forefgn WMecord, 271
who gpents for the issuing nf One Record from | bo remitted to Sub-Committees to consider
“toil M7an. 1st, 1876, in :l:]e ligllxt of the infongatmn (tihu? olll)~
) . N . s .| tained, and having wniso tho mind of the
who | The Committee has mot, and it is ex= | 510" Commincegupon tho varinus sub
tthe Miected that its recommondations will bo in | jects—the ditferent matters in detail, and
best Qlint on the table of Synod in St. Jobn. | to embody their conclusions, in a report 1o
vest Vo were in the act of preparing & bricf gg ds‘;)b'“i':“i'i ég :ggon%‘:gg:é‘; (i‘l’;“’lg";“g;
'mes Manalysis of the work', for the p.xe.‘sent, clausefbefor«- its adoption. '
wor, MRword, when we received the subjoinad For example, in regard to the question
fhe Wkller statoment from Montreal, being a | of establ’ishing n Ministers’ Widows' and
and @ yion of the proof sheats in advance of | Orphans’ Fund for dthe united Chqrc‘}n,
«Phe Presbyterian * which stotements were made by partics officially
year fhe Oct. No. of “The Presbyteria 1D | conuected with the several pro-existent
sene J the Periodical of the late Church of | Funds, setting forth their respective cap-
tget Bunada in connection with the Kirk of itals{ .m\!fotger sources of }:'evenue,h theht'.
: : modes of administration, the number o
ter otland, Ol}ﬁed by Mr. James Crofl, the annuitants, 14e nmounts,puid to cach, &c.
God JRMle and highly estcemed Agent of that | Yyieh such dato, the Committes were in &
7. We publish it nearly in full, thet all | position to discucs tho merits of each and
inds Mading conclusions of the Committes, may ?m"‘;‘ﬂ? cefw}; c""‘ﬂlt‘;“’“é- \ ‘g‘ﬂl "t!ltese
. - : or their, puidance, the Sub-Committes
clds R the h'mf]% of our thstcrs and Elders proceedeti to formulate the outlines of an
e B the Maritime Provinces befors the | equitable plan for the "nited Church.
silll Msproaching meeting of Synod. é‘his i{x éurn being cogsndereddetéy the
. - . eneral Committee,, and smended, was
o i;fxlr!gh i(rl‘ogls;;tég? a‘;)t; 03’1& a %’;esgl{:(étln"_ ﬁna%!ly &dopte(;, Xnd o;?cr.ed tt‘o ‘cfe sent fup
e Mt Asserably, constituted in this city on :gc:ngme%!:i%rgon ssembly 1 the lurm ot a
it e 15th June last, t0 mature measures ) )
A the next Assembly, met in St. Paul’s THE RESULTS.
Bturch on the fivst of September, aad, .
it» Bber deliberating for eight days, concinded | _ It follows, necessarily, that the work of
+ I proceedings at a late hour on Wednes. | the Committee was simply of a preparatory
o I evening, tho 8th instant, The sub- | nature. 1t bad not the power to make s,
IR which cngaged the attention of the | singlo enactment, Bu, taking for grant.
v W nmittee were varied and important, hav- | ed that ita membership faicly represented.
1y

reference to the following matters, name- | the mind of the different sections of the.
B Ecclesiastical Procednre, Parliamen. | Church, it will bo found that important
B Legislation, Synodical Functions and | and valuable service has been rendored by
BBiness, Missionary, and other schomes, | the suggesting of aracticable measurcy,
leges, Education for the Ministry, Ex- | 5ud thereby facilitating the transaction of
BBiction of Studonts, Admission of | business at the next meeting of the As-
§isicrs from other Churches, Amalga- | sembly, when there will in all probability
BRion of Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans { be present a constituency so large as o be
@8:is, Agency, Periodicals, Clorkship of | othierwise unmanageabla for overiaking the
R Goneral Assembly, Mode of Electing |- amount of business that will be brought
@ Moderator of the Assembly. Upon before it. The following are understiod
ke and other subjects’ the Committee | t0 be somef ihe more important recom-
B instructions to consider in detail and | mendations of the Committee : ,
UgMrport to the next annual meeting of |+ 1. That the mods of electing the Mod-
& General Assembly such reccommend- { erator of the General Assembly be by an
s os might appear to.the Committce | open vote of the membexs composing the
B8 of practical importance and utility. | court at its first sederunt. {Ir the Church
of Scotland branch, use sud wont hed |
$% THE ORDER OF BUSINESS. vested zhe:1 nolei!z;mloafof t{}e Mcdemtor}n
i subjects appolnted by the General | 8 socalled Collegs of ex-Bioderatoss. In
Gnbly o corl:Sidemtiouyhaving been | the C. P. Church the Fresbyteries bad the
. onm];i by the Chuirm?n,lit ;!,as sg,.ecd privilege of nomiaating.)
ke them ap consecutively for discus-
& and, that, \ghen the Comglit:ee should 3. BOME MISSIORS.
sized of the whole matter and had re- That there be one Board of Management
o such explanations as the msmbers | for the whole Chureh, consisting of forty-
shle to gmive of the practices hereto- | five members, of whom one-third shall
followed b{)the respective churches | beiong to -the Synod of the Maritime
ous to the Union, that then it should } Provinees. and thesremainisg two thiyds to

.




22 ‘

\ -
@Ibz ame anv Fovelgn Record,

Ot

the other Synods of the Church, including
Manitoba; that the Committee be corres-
pondingly divided into two sub-sections for
the transaction of business within their
respective  districts, empowered to act
scparately, but to repor: jowuntly to the
General Assembly.

That the Fund to be admipnistered by
the Board shall consist of two parts, (1,)
the Home Mission Fund proper, for the
support and exteusion of Mission stations
throughout the Dominion; (2) the Fund
for supplementing organized Congregations
unable of themsclves to provide fully for
the maintenance of ordinances,

That the support of Manitoba College
shall in the meantime be a charge on the
Homeo Mission Fund.

That Congregations not sclf-supporting
but able to pay at least $400 annually
toward stipend, and at the ratc of $4.50
per communicant or §6 per family, may he
supplemented by the Board; and thzi the
mintmum stipend, sxclusive of inanse, from
all sources, shall be 8700 in all such cases.
{This recom:mendation as to the effect that
separate collections should be aken up
throughout the church annually for the
Home Mission Fund, and for the supple-
menting of small Congregations, and that
no settled minister in the church should
receive a smaller stipend from all sonrces
than $700.) In cities and towns this sum
may be exceeded at the discretion of the
Committee. The amount of sapplement

- shall in no case exceed what is necessar:

to bring up the stipend to $700, and in all
cases it must be proved to the satisfaction
of the Presbytery of,the bounds that a
Congregation has contributed for stipend
to the extent of its ability.

III. FOREIGN MISS8IONS.

That there shall be one central Fund for
the support of Foreign Missions to which
all the Congregations and mission stations,
shall be required to contribute annually ;
and one Board of Mana{{emem annually
appointed by the General Assembly, In
the meantime, however, it is deemed expe-
dient that the Fund be divided into two
sections:—(1) Ontario, Quebee, and the
North-West; {2) the Maritime Provinces.
(Ttkis, in consideration of the fact that the
Churches of the Maritime Provinces, at the
time of the Union, were committed to a
very successful scheme of Foreign Missions,
established & number of gars sgo in the
South Sea Islands, the West Indies, and
elsewhere.)

1V, MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS
FUND,

‘That one Fund be created for ths whole
Church, that respect be had 2o the provi-

—

L]

sions contained in the Act 38 Vict., cap. 6]
~~passed during last scssion of the Lagiss.
ture of Quebcee, to the effect that no wider
or orphan of a minister, who had former
belonged to the Presbyterlan Church
Canada in connection with the Church of
Scotland, shall receive a less annuity fron
‘the fund of the United Church than wouy|
have pertuined to them, in terms of thy
scale in force at the date of Union, if ily
Churches had not united ; that the termy
on which ministers be admitted to thy
benefits of the Fund be as follows:—l
payment, by each minister applying fir
admission under 35 years of age, of 88|
nually ; from 35 to 40 years of age, $l;
and from 40 to 50 years of age, S124
nually,—application Ly parties over %
yzars of age to be subject 5 special cong§
deration; that thc ministers of the Jy

Presbytoriza Church of Scotland in Canyi
eoniinue to pay, as heretofore, $I2; (8
ministers of the late Charches in the Lowafl
Provinces $8,* and the ministers of the 8
Canada Presbyterian Church st the rndth
first mentioned, 88, £10, and $12 annuly B
that saving the above proviso, in favour (8
the Church of Scotland in Canad, 1b
payments to widows and orphan’s bein £
cases equal, namely, $150 per nonum g
each widow, with the additional amng
sam of $20 for one child, $36 for tnil:
children, 850 for three children, and 38N
for each additional child. In the cas il
orphan children, the annuity be the s
as to a widow until the annuitant or
nuitants have reached the age of 18
for girls, and 21 for boys.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS,

That there be instituted one Fund i
the payment of retiring atlowances, to il
sapported by annual congregmional colleg
tions throughout the Church, donstio
and bequests; that ministers retiring gl
active service, with the consent of the Gefl
eral Assembly, after 10 years service, S8
entitled to an -annuity of $100, and $188
year for every additional year’s service, Ji¥
to 40 years’ service, if the Fund admit, S

COLLEGES.

In addition to the revenues derived foj
their endowments, it was ascertained Al
the following sums are requisite to o
tain the uandermentioned Colleges in
presont state of efficiency, namely:—
Collegs, Toronto, requires 811,000
Theological Faculty of Queen’s Co
Kingston, $2000;

$6500, and the Theological Hall of Hs
$5000, annually.
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Bonto, the Rev, William Reid, M.A,,

@ (3) That one periodical be pub-
Bk:rol Assembly as the official Record of
B Church ; thatit be published in the city
SEllontrenl, and that Mr. Croil, be the

R wate of S25 per 100 copics, free of
gace, and to single subscribers for 60

Wi 0 make arrangements for com-
fu' January to benamed TrE PrRESBY-
s Recorp, with an edition of at
Wi 30,00 copics; and that the same
@uittes be charged to report on the
in the Sabbath Schools of the Chuich.

% ECCLESTASTICAL PROCEDURE.

875

The Rome andy Ferelgn WRecord,

273

The opinion was ve
ined that theyUnited

llezes as soon as possible.

Sup)

QERESHIPS, AGENCY AND PERIODICALS.

B The Rev. William Reid, M.A., of
B rnto, Rev. Professor MacKerras, M.A.,
uB Kingston, and the Rev. William Fraser,

W Bondhead, be appointed joint clerks of

e Assembly, the two first named with a
By of $250, and the last named, $150
W :onum, exclusive of incidental ex-
s, (2) That two Agents be appoint-

for the management of the financial
of the Church—their respective
to be hercafter defined—One in

k one in Halifax, the Rev. P. G. Mec-
2or, each with a salary of $2000 per

«d monthly under the suthority of the

; that it be supplied to congrepation

pir annum; that a Committee be

the issue of the periodicpl on the

ility of cstablishing and maintaining
athly periodical suitable for circula-

% report was also read and adopted

genernlly enter-
hurch shounld aim
t the permanent endoswment of all its
In the
eantime it is recommended that the
fieit of revenue for the said Colleges ba
vided by congregational contributions,
nder the suthority of the General Assem-
y, and, to_this end, that the territorial
tstem be_adopted; that the Synod of the
faritime Provinees be the constituency for
port of the Theological Hall ac
lifax ; that the territory bounded by the
rtime Provinces on the.East, and by
St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway on
West, be sssigned for the support of
tren! College, and all the territory
st of tho said Railway, for the support
B Knox College, Toronto, and Qucen’s
- altological Hall, at Xingston.
Rt of it being judged necessary to
Ronent the equipment of the said Col-
gs, by the appointment of additional
Bolessors under the above system of sup-
Bt it was conceded that Morrin College,

48 Quebee, bo entitled to an equitable
Mhosiinration,

(In the

ters, Elders, and Deacons at their ordina-
tion and appointment; prescribing tho
formuln to be sighed by ministers at their
induction, the verms of the Barrier Act,
the form in which church records, rcports,
and like official documents ars to be en-
grossed, with other matteis of detail which
do not require tc be specified. Thera
being no furiher business the members
united in singing the last three verses of
thu 122 psali, commencing with the lines :
¢ Pray that Jerusalemmay havo
Peace and felicity.
Yoy them that love theo and thy peace
Hawva still prosperity.”
After which the chairman engaged in
prayer, and closed the proceedings with the
Apostolic Benediction.

It only romains to be added that the
proceedings were conducted throughout, in
a business-like manner. and that nothing
could exceed the fine spirit and temper
which prevailed. The «discussions were
characterized by marked ability, and a tone
of earnestness and conciliation, which not
seldom rose to masnonimity. A frask
and fearless expression of opinion was
honestly given—predilection for particular
systems wero pronounced, but of the old
dividing party lines not the faintest trace
could be scen. Had the members of this
Cormmittee done nothing more, they might
justly feel proud that they have solved o
problem hidden for generations from the
wise and prudent, and proved, beyond
contradiction, the essential unity of the
great Presbyterian family.

PO

TRUE RELIGION.
The tree i3 known by its fraits. *“If
any man among you seeimn to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man's religion is vain.
Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, to assist the fotherless-and -
widows in their afliction, and to keep him-
self unspotted from the world.”
Such is the declaration of God by the
spostle James, Our faith must be shown
by oar works. We must be as epistles of
Christ—letters clearly and plainly written
~letters of love and beneficence. If we
love God -we must love our brother also.
Like Him we must tenderly care for the
poor, the sorrowful, -the fatherless, the

g tho question to be puy to Minis-

widow. “Be ye doers of the word and not
hearers only, deceiving your ownsclves.”
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How easy to listen to earnest and powerful
sermons, and go away unprofited 1 Algs,
the word too often Lardens the hearer.

- Softened, warmed for 2 moment, he relapses
into coldness and unbelief *“and straigh-
way forgetteth what manner of man he
was.” '

Is thore any sadder sight in this world of
sin and sorrow than men with orthodox
_ formulas on their lips, and with zcal so
burning that they would crush out of being
any one tainted with the faintest flavor of
heresy, and yet living as if there were no
God, no Heaven, no Hell 9—living a cold:
selfish, grasping life; ignoring, in faet, the
authority of Him whom they in mere}words
so glibly ackmowledge. A man mgy
be a momber of the Church in full com.
munion for many years. He may be quite
above the reach of church censures. There
may be a Pharisaic correctness pbout his
life. He may be an elder, or even a minis-
ter of tho gospel, zealous for the jots and
tittles of an orthodox creed, and still be a
‘stranger to * pure religion and undefiled.”

Reader, you are a Presbyterian ; you be-
long to the purest Church on earth. You
hear the gospel truly and purely preached.
‘Within the range of your knowledge are
many shining examples of 2 living Christi-
anity. How is it with you? Beware ofa
dead censorious orthodoxy. The devils
believe and tremble. Your Presbyterian-
ism, your orthodoxy, your fruitless faith
will avail you nothing when the trial of
the judgment day comes. We want living
members of a living Church—living stones
of the glorious Teraple of which ¢he Lord
Jesus is the chiefcorner stone.  Orthodoxy
is very precious, butlet it not come between
you and Christ. Creeds, confessions, forms
of government are good and necessary, but
they are only meansto an end. Be ye also
patient ; stablish your hearts: for the com-
ing of the Lord draweth nigh. The wis-
dom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without
wranglicg and without hypocriry. And
the frait of righteonsncss is sown in peace
to them that make peace.

Jpaintng which, at a little distance, s

- HOME RELIGION.

“Return to thine house, and show hoy
great things God hath done unto the
the injunction of Jesns to the cured ay
thauktul demoniac, needs to be repeatedy
the car of multitudes of professing Chrig
iang to-day,

Modern piety is very largely an outdy
affair,  Welive in a time of conventin§
associations, evangelistic worl., meetingg
all kinds, and other forms of Chrisiy
efforts. OQur Sabbaths are packed fulq
outsido rel” ious work and church seniy,
leaving lit..¢ chance for holy rest andr
tirement and the promotion of home piey,
‘While none too much is done for Chit}
there is danﬁer that with these multigly
forms of Christian nctivity home religy
may be neglected. ‘There are, it is wly
feared, too many like “ Mr. Talkative” o
Bunyan’s “ Rilgrim’s Progress,” “a unj
abroad but a devil at home,” or like an i

to represent a holy friar at prayer,w
clasped hands and open book before bi
but, on closer inspection, revealed a kg
in his hunds and a punch howl in plxJ
that which seemed a book.

Home is the place where an inconsiiagt
or wicked life has wrought the pram
harm. Men are there best known, s
their example, if evil, most destructive,
child can read a parent’s character his
it knows the alphabet. To a greatex
it isin the power of the pareut to d
what the character of his child shal
The child is the canvas npon which 18
father and mothier paint their own portrifilll
“I’ll teke what father takes,” was a by
unconscious testimony to the truth of i
principle. :

Parental and family ties form one of "
most potent means God uses in converigl
souls. Home is also the nearest and o
promising field of labor. Nowhere »
consistent Christian living and godly e ©
ample go so far as there. Many a onecy
trace his religious Jife to a mother's &
and earnest prayers. One need not
abroad for fields of heroism and fd
There ave heroines of the home, theki
and the washtub, as well as heroes of!
battle-fietds. Many a christian wi
mother has, in the face of opposition, 13
no sympathy or help from a Chr
husband struggled on year after vesr §
won her chilfd for Christ. And tha
raust bear in mind that home life s tb
test of Christinn character. Homo it
hardest place to play the hypocrite. “
my wife if I don’t live like & Christs}§
was the well-put challenge of 2 cand
for church membership in a Congreg
slist church, as he saw the bret
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874 true hope in Christ,

here Jesus Joved to be a gucest ; still bette

s
LOVE.

l Wippincss.  God is love. All who are
ofly must love. In our congregations
ere should be a fuller and freor manifesta-
onof this Heavenly prinsiple. We must
n to love as brethren, to bo paticnt, for-
aring, forgiving. All the members of the
Roogregation should be embraced in our
wion. From the family and the con-
fcation we must advance to tho whole
B-omination ; and still advancing higher,
T3ith enlarged sympathies, we are privileged
By embrace all tho followers of the Lord
Bkios by whatever name called.
;38 Oor denominational bourds have of Jate
R creatly widened. - Has our love simi-
y extended? Do we embrace in our.
s all, so far as we know them, who
1d to us in the relation of * brethren 7”
ehope and belicve that the general re-
iy 10 this question would be * Yes.” ‘The
hurels, and alienations, and suspicions
the past are forgiven and forgotten.
tr: to God bringa us all very close to one
Witter; and it we continue in His lovo wo
Mot fail to show it by loving the
Shhren,
@8 Thoso who are our near neighbors have,
7 naturally, the first claim upon us.
Bt can we do to strengthen the hands
cheer the hearts of weak congrega-

Bardly satisfied with his personal experience.
godly home life is ono of the best proofs

3 Lot us, then, foster “ home religion.”
Wt the family altar be'built and the fire of
pf the daily offering be kindled upon it.
4t our homes be like the home in Bothany,

Mliko tho home above. Let kindness, gen-
ness, and forbearing love make home
moce dear and precious. Make the atmo-
gphere one of prayer and love, Do not re-
fJllerve your best 1ooks and kindest words for
Mangers, but make home brighter by

How strongly the Scriptures insist on
Bre as the controlling power in our lives :
3l love that delights in all who love God—
elove that secks and follows those who
o straying from the blessed fountain of all

to bear upon those who still sit in darkness
and under the shadow of death? We can
work lovingly together in raising funds to
supplement tho efforts of weak chorges,
and also to send forth Home Missionarics
to destitute localities. We are called to be
fellow-workers with Christ. Filled with
lova to Him we shouid rise to the height of
of the great occassion,

1)

.

S
> ¢

THE STATISTICS OF THE LATE CANADA
PRESBYTERIAN GHURGH.

"Wo have perused with interest the lead-
ing article in thelast number of the Record
of this Charch, on the Statistical Returns
of the past vear.

In the first part of this paper the great
importance of full and accurate statistics is
ably put and fully sustained, these being,
in truth, a statement by figures of the
great facts representing the life work and
progress of the Church,

The second part touched upon is the
incompleteness of this last, and of all former
statistical tables; and the usual regrets are
expressed that there are always found some
who by their negligence and disregard of
the public good fail in doing their allotted
part in this great work, and to this extent
lessen the bencficial effcct of what their
more faithful and punctual brethren have
done. “If statistics would have the value
they ought to possess, ALL, WITHOUT EX-
CEPTION, must respond to the injunction
of the Supreme Court ; and as far as any
one fatls the value of the returns is
affected.”

The writer notices, thirdly, with some
criticism which is richly merited, the want
of accaracy by which some of these returns
are disfisnred. We know Conveners of
some other Churches whose righteous soals
have been vexed with this shameless and
inexcusable thing. Some hintsbeing given
for the elimination of these errors for the
future to some extent if not in tull, the
writer closes with the following,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

* How is the gospel to be brought

“ We select the following items, as shew-
ing the progress of the Church for the year,
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An increase of 2,380 has taken place in the
number of families belonging to her, over
the previous year; the number r.ow being,
as reported, 30,940. The increas in the
number of comnmunicants is given as 5,589 ;
the total being 56,241. It is gratifying to
observe that all the Presb teries, except
one, report au increase in the number of
those receiving religious instruction in the
Sabbath School and Bible Class. We may
take it for granted that fully 50,000 young
persons are attending these institutions,
and are thus being prepared to become, if
spared, intclligent and active followers of
the Lord Jesus. Tho total income of the
Church for the year was, ds reported, $667,-
274.29, a .considerable increase over the
preceding year.  Our space will not allow
of our referring to the items in which this
had been made, nor can vee dwell on the
increase in the stipend paid winisters,
amounting to $254,5 5, or upwards of $16,-
000 in excess of the amount promised. It
is to be regretted that there are some cases
of arrears, and that there has heen a falling
off in contributions to some of the Schemes
of the Church, while there has been an in-
crease in others,

“ Very useful tables have been printed
with the Report; but perhaps there is none
of these that will be more frequently con-
sulted than thcse showing the average
raised by Presbyteries per family and com-
municant throughout the bounds, and the
weneral average. From the latter, we learn
that each family has contributed more than
eight dollars, and each communicant more
than four dollars and a half, for stipend ;
and that the average contribntion per
family for all purposes was $21.61, and
$11.83 per communicant. No one will say
that this was sll the Iate Canada Presby-
terian Gharch could have done, but it shows
that she is not destitute of the spirit of
liberality.

“ We observz that the Committee, in
drawing up their Report, have confined
themselves to the returns supplied by Pres-
byteries, and not made any estimate for
non-reporting congregations. Such an
estimate was at one time presented, but has
been omitted, we learn on referring to past
reports, for some years. On the propriety
of this there will be difference of opinion.
Our own view is, that the wiser course is
for the committce to refrain trom giving
sny estimate. Let the courts and office-
bearers of the Church do their duty, and
sach will not be required. At best they
are only, conjectaral. If supplied at =2ll,
let them ‘come from Presbyteries.

“The Committee have judged that the
gccasion was an approgrime one for collect-
ing and exbhibiting the progress of the
Church since the Union in 1861, and tables

—

have been compiled for this purpose. They
are pregnant with instruetion, and furnig
ground for fervent thanksgiving and preie
to her King and Head. We read thy
since the date given, there has been a cly
gain of 28,450 in the membership, or mgn|
than 2,000 cach year; that the amom
paid as stipend has been §2,224,5% 4
that $4,547,159 72 have been raised fyl
congregational, and $5,415,025.25 for g
purposes. The number of ministers by
increased from, 223 to 339, and the stipmy
paid from $104,144.41 to $271,336.93, of
an average in onc year of $467, and in i
other of nearly $800. The amount riixg
for congregational purposes has inereasud
by $3%0,550.67, and for all purposesill
unearly a million dollars.” :

el
o v

YOUR GHARAGTER.

1 hold very stern opinions with regad
Christian men who have fallen into gnd§
sin ; I rejoice that they may be truly %
verted, and may be with mingled hopes 3
caution received into the Church; il
question, gravely gquestion, whether 2l
who has grossly sinned should bewh
readily restored to the pulpit. Cesar’s
must be beyond suspicien, and there s
be no ugly rumors as to ministeriali
sistency in the past, or the hope of neilg
ness will be slender. My belief is that
should be very slow to help backwo

ulpit men who, having been oncet
Kave proved themselves to have too li
grace to stand the crucial test of minisy
life—Spurgeon. . ©

It is hard to exaggerate the injory dugl
to relizgion by the nnworthy walk of 8
proféssors, especially should they be o3
bearers in the Charch. Your duty gy
set an examplo of all purity, chuifll
honesty, open-mindedness, liberality,~g8,
the virtues that should adorn the Chrisl
character.

QBT e

The noble theory of Christianity is 8
often grossly scandalized in the East by 8
habits” of ungodly Europeans, whit gil;
lives of such men as Donald McI4fg
Henry Lawrencs, Nicholson, and Edngl
told mightily on the natives. ThrekiR
tle doubt that the reckless life, theig
vity, and the scepticism of no incigy
able section of the Europeans il
the land is the greatest obstacl tof8
spread of the gospel in India. ;

2
L

> sy £3
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LITTLE GOMMUNIGANTS.

Onr Westminster Confession of Faith
assumes that the children of those * who
rofess the trve veligion ”” are “members of
8Bihe visible Chuvch,” together with their
) They are “born within the pale
hurch.” Their parents are
81015 publicly sealed with the seal of God’s
wvenant. But such children though
BB members’ of the visible Church are not
B members in full communion.” With this
Riiew the following thought$ are suggested :

When shall children be admitted tp full

Bomnunion in the Church ¢

B2 1. At what age? Our Directory (chap-
Bver ix ) says, ¢ When they come to years of
W crction, if they be free from scandal,”
3% It is Judiciously added, “ The years of
Wicretion in young Christians cannot he
B¥ncisely fised. This must bo lefi to the
B mdence of the eldership.” The Church
Bcs not prescribe an age at which infunt
[ 8-:mbership shall mature into membership
% full communion, as the law fixes twenty-
ecvears ‘or majority. The Church makes
&% depend on mental and spiritual * qualifi-
buBlations” (“ knowledge and pietv,”) to be

a5effdred by her ordained “officers.”  Isthere
® in faet, however, great timidity and
sviiBntance on the part of ministers and ses-
e Buglons in admitting children to communion,
i htever may be the evidence of their

‘W8 ? Virtually, do not many sessions

Bi%nire that those who are to be so admit-
sichall have passed beyond childhood—
| be of such age and stature that we
ld natavally call them youtns—young
nand young women? This view is not
anted by the phrase * years of discre-
BEn" for this phrase is to be interpreted
th reference to the subject-matter to which
ishere applied. “ Years of discretion”
picient for holding office in the church,
1+ aching in the Sunday School, for con.
Rk:ing prayer meetings, or even for taking
Rl part in them, and *¢ years of disere-
" sufficient for worthily partaking of
B Lord’s Supper may not be the same.
85 ¢ shall have made some progress in our
Bty if we decisively drop out of our
s all thonght of twenty-one years, or
BT YOATS, OF 5CVCD Years, 0T Any num-
Exof years whatever, as determining any-
BBuc in this matter.
B What amount of knowledge shall be
Siind 2 “ Sufficient knowledge to dis-
B e Lord's body,” says our irvectory.
pshall we understand this? Must the
A commanicant be sble to expound
o &nnc}plc on which Christ’s expiation
W beaccepted by God? By no means.
e¢ 00¢ holds that young communicants
it beeducated theologians, Whatmust

o atg T

they know? How much must they under-
stand ? If the child understands that that
blest Redeemer is the Son of God, the Lord
of glovy, who ““became a child Iike Him,”
and, when grown to manhood, died for our
sins; if the child knows and confesses that
he himself is a sinner, and with sincere
sorrow for that fact asks the Lord Jesus to
save him—if ha knows that the bread and
the cup mean the flesh and the blood of
dJesus, and that eating and drinking them
signify taking and trusting Him as our
Saviour from sin—has not that child
“ knowledge sufficient to discern the Lord’s
body ¥ Docs this phraso mean any more
than that? Whatever more may be desir-
able for the satisfaction of & maturing in-
tellect, is it not simply that on which the
soul of the most mature and of the dying
believer rests in secrre hope?

3. What evidences of “picty”’ shall be
demanded in the child communicant?
Must the little one be free from faults of
conduct or of temper? Why more than an
adult communicant? Certainly, in both
adults and children, humble and penitent
acknowledgment of faalts, and prayerful
etfort to be rid of them, must be evidenced
or they cannot come wosthily to this table.
With such penitence and such trast who
dares forbid anyone? But how shall the
pastor and elders have evidence of these?
We aro speaking of children who ave
“+vithin the pale of the Church,” children
of believing parents, children in Christian
homes, children of the covenant. Cannot
such parents, carefully and prayerfally
bringing up those children “in the nurture
of the Lord,” give reliable testimony cos-
cerning their habits and behaviour, and the
spirit therein manifested ? Is not almost
every such child in some Sunday School
class, and camnot the teacher learn the
child’s thoughts and feelings? Has not the
pastor access to all those classes and all
those homes? And has not he the Good
Shepherd’s word to Simon ever sounding
in his beart—“Feed my lambs?” Is it
really more difficnlt for the pastor and
elders to ascertain whether & chnld is &
penitent believer than whether an adalt is ¢
And is not that all that needs to be ascer-
tained—that he is a penitont believer, not
that he is o faultless person ? ‘

4. Shall we in all cases wait for children
to come to us with the request to be admit-
ted tocommunion? The most modest and
the most tentderly penitent might not dare
to do this. The disposition to be led, not
to go forward boldly, sweetly becomes
Christian childhood. Our Dircctory as-
sumes this where it says that such clildren
as have been described “ought to be in-
formed it is their duty and their privilege to
come to the Lord’s Snpper” Who shoald



AN

278

The Home any forefgn IRecord,

Oct §

inform them? Surely if parents, and pas-
tor, and elders, and Sunday School teachers
are duly thoughtful and watchful, they will
prayerfully consult together, and will find
the most suitable way in each case of lead-
ing the little disciplo to a consciousness of
his state and a modest recogiition of his
privilege. Ought not this more than it is
to be a matter of watchful consideration
and of frank consultation on the pait of all
these official guardians and nourishers of
infant piety? : -

In conclusion, suffer me frankly and-fer-
vently to testify to the experimental value
of the communion to the youngestof Christ's
disciples. These visible, tangible tokens,
these emblems which our eyes look upon,
and our hands handle, ani our lips touch,
are more helpful, more needful to the young
than to the mature. Children are more de-
pendent on sensible tokens than mature
men for vivid impression and distinct re-
membrance. The child wants something
which he can keep “to remember you by
when you go away from him. The Lord
gave us these tokens for just tHat—to re-
member Him by, ¢ This do in remem-
brance of me.” This communication will
be read, I trust, by not a few who were
welcomed to the Lord’s Supper as little
children. I ask all such if, as a means of
grace, it was not more important to the
then than row. ‘The solemn self-examina-
tion in preparation for the communion, the
calling to remembrance of faults and sins
into which you had fallen, and asking for-
giveness for them, the renewal of vows and
the carnest prayer for help to keep them,
the distinct mental beholding of Cinist
crucified, the tender thoughts of Him as you
sat in the impressive silence while the bread
and the cup were passed tlirough the con-
regation of communicants, the fixing and
completing of all these impressions by the
reverent touch and taste of the elements, do
you not remember all these as helps to your
subsequent endeavours to keep your steps
faithfully onward in the narrow path, even
more needful to youthen than now ?

I think that this will be read by some
who have come first to the Lord’s table
later in life, but not as hoping that they tad
Jjust then found the Savieur. They had
teebly hoped in Him for years, but cannot
have courage openly to confess Him by this
act of obedience to His dying request. ~ You
have lost much by this delgy,, much of cn-
Jjoyment and much of strengthening. Do
not you feel this to he so? Then testify
thus, I prey you, to your pastor and bre-
thren, and entreat them to look after the
Tittle disciples.

When the Charch is doing so much to
instruct the children, so much to secure
that they shall early know all the elemen-
tary truths of the Gospel, shall she not ex-

peet the Divine Spirit to make her teach. §
ings eurly effectunal? And shallshe sterly §
or thoughtlessly shut away from the tabj§
of Christian communion the little ones jp
whose hearts Christian faith and love s
implanted? In every Church which Chriy
blesses with true spiritual motherhood, wij |
there not be little communicants? _If ay;. &
where on earth now, is it not at His on
talk that we may hear our Lord’s genisl
voice saying, * Suffur little children to con: 88
unto me, and forbid them not.”

P4
THE PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH IN GANAM

The following article, written from i
point of view of Ontario, and copied froafgy
the Giobe, will be read with interest: §

The lately effected union of the differenl
Presbyterian Churches in the Dominion o8
Canada has attracted a large amoun
attention, and has atready, we doub: gy
had a very beneficial influence. It
take, however, some time to show
may be the extent of that influence,
how specially it has been exerted. I
meantime, as the minutes and statistits
the different contracting Churches 1o
Union in the last stage of their sepan
existence come in, we can at any rai
with what strength the United Chw
starts, and also what progress the s
sections had made within the few yearsk

a5t

tics as possible; and though, from con
gations not reporting, as well as from
canscs, these statistics have never be
solutely correct, yet the approximation
such a desirable state of Jhings has 4
become greater, till we come to the
18id before the Assembly at its meetizg g
Juae last, which is now before us, 13
which gives as full a view of the stre
contributions, and operations of that Ched
as could almost be expected. Itsoh
that the Canada Presbyterian Church
had a2 General Assembly for six years;
if wo take the statistics at the unimg
1861, and 1870, the year of the first Ay
bly, and compare them with those o i
last, we shall have some very unmissg
able intimations of progress daring t g
tervening period. g
Tn 1861, when the union betwes
Free and United Presbyterian C
took place, there were, il told, 226 »
ters of both bodies. Xn 1870, whenthe
General Assembly was held, there g
294; and in 1875, at the time of thedN
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R union, the number of ministers in the C. P,
Church had increased to 339. Thus the

tabh @R number had, in fourteen yeavs, increased
ies inf§ fity per-oent exactly. In 1861, the oum-
e MR ber of communicants was, as nearly as could
Shisll be estimeted, 35,525, and the average num-
{,wiil# ber of attendents at church, 58,289. Inthe
T any. 8 i year ending 31st March, 1875, the number
sonl of communuicants had risen to 56,231, and
wentelB the average attendance to 96,720, ~ In 1870,

BN st the holding of the first General Assem-
B tly, the membership was 44,451, while the
B8 orerage attendance is rat given. In 1861
there were in Sabbath Schools and Bible
B (lasses, 18,609; in 1870, 39,016; and at
B <o time of the Union in 1875, 48,028. In
5% 1361 the number of elders was 1,163, and
B ot other office-bearers, 1,963; in 1870 the
B idership had increased to 1,659, and the
B oiher office-bearers to 2,396 ; while in 1875
8 e number of elders was 2,093, and ot
BN other ofice-bearers, 3,386, The number of
RE (imilics connected with the Church was
$® first reported in 1866, and was then given
®::19,229. This, atan average of fiveto a
B anily, would make the whole adhering
population 96,145, Ia 1870 the number of
Ramilies reported was 25,978, or, on the
Rstme basis, 129,890 of an adhering popala-
Btion. In 1875 the “number of familtes was
B¥30,040, or 154,700. This would give in
:ninc years an increase of more than fifty
Bloer cent.  Very possibly this apparent in-
Borease is larger than what it actually was,
Biom the first statistics having been some-
v hat imperfect.

8 As was to be expected, considerable ef-
it has always bezn made by the Presbyte-

§
Shnell. In the congregational libraries
Qiere had beea literally no increase at ell,
PRct in the Subbath-schools there were about
3,000 more volumes,
B In financial matters the progress has
o821 eveh more noticeable, though it is not
11y so greatas might have been expected
giben the numbers and wealth of the mem-
S cnd adherents of the C. P. Church are
geonsidered.  The total income of the C. P.
#horch for the year ending 3lst Mareh,
L5, was S618,533 78, an increase on that
B the previous year of $£67,652 06. In
Biil the total income for all pnrposes was
gl $195,027 ; in 1870 it had risen to
1,783 05, and in 1875 had become

W uipend paid was $104,144 41; in 1870,
JBi4,466 83 ; and in 1875, $270,690 23; an
|rease of $96,000 in five years. Bug

xh-school ones 84,858. At the Union in
75 the increase had becn comparatively |

Rty $200,000 more. In 1861 theamounnt |”

ought to have had, the contributions to
other religious and benevolent schemes did
not fall off. In 1861 there were collected
fo: missionary-and benevolent purposes, of
ap extra congregational character, §38,881 ;
§n 1870, 857,474; and in 1875, $120,577.
In 1861 there were only 74 manses, In
1875 there were 198, and twenty houses
rented by the congregations for their minis-
ters’ use. It is quite true that & large
amouns of this increase of incoms is due to
the building of Knox College. For the last
two yeats the conuibutions for the fund
have necessarily been very large; but even
when this itern is left out of view as cxtra-
ordinary, the sterdy increase on the regular
funds is very noticeable and very gratifying.
In 1861 the coutributions to the Home
Mission Fund—that is, for sending minis-
ters to the newer and poor districts of
Canada—were only $4,653. In 1875 they
were $18,971, or more than 400 per cent.

The amount of stipend paid in this

Church, from the time of it tormstion in
1861 till it emerged by enother union in o
larger body in 1875, was $2,224,578 49;
and the total amount paid during that time
for all congregational purposes—such as
bearing the current expenses, building and
repairing churches, &c., was $4,547,159 72;
while for the missionary and benevolent
schemes of the Church there were raised
during the same time $520,502 37. This
would make a total in 14 years of 85,415,-
023 25, or an average of 386,787 30 per
annam. We have not yet to hand the sta~
tistics of the other branches of the now
‘ Presbyterian Church in Canada.”” When
they make their appearance we shall give
an accountof them. Of courss, the Church
of which we have spoken was by much the
largest,

We hope the United Chureh will see to
it to have full and accurate statistics from
the very first. Sach documents become, in
the caurse of yeaxs, both very valuable and
interesting.

Of the lately formed Church &l that can
a8 yet be said is that, with the exception of
an insignificant handful it embraces all the
Presbyteriang in Canade and Newfound-
land, and is divided into four district
gynods, which again ave sub-divided into 33
Presbyteries. Cn the rolls of these Pres-
byterics there were &t the Union the names
of 619 regalarly settled ministers, or others
for special reasons continued 25 members of
Presbytery. The adhering population is
larger than that of any other Protestant de-
nomination in the whole of the IJominion.

e
b o

A xew Preshyterian Church was receat-

WLl the ministers wore receiving bettex
gerics, though not nearly so good as they

g opencd for divine worship at Long River,
ew London.
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WORDS OF CHEER.

Tho Record of the Free Church refers as
follows to our recent Union :

The great event of the union of the foar
Presbyterian Churches of the Dominion—
namely, the Canada Presbyterian Church,
the Presbyterian Charch of Canada in con-
nection with the Istablished Church of
Scotland the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces, and the Church of the
Maritime Provinces in connection with the
Scottish Establishment—is to us a suhject
of the Jeepest interest. It is impossible to
regard it otherwise than as fraught with
roost momentous issues, and we earnestly
hope and pray that these issues may be
prosperous and hlessed in a very high de-
gree. Thers will, no doubt, be circum-
stances which will require the exercise of
much Christian wisdom, mach laborious
and parsevering effort, much kirdly dealing,
much comprehensiveness of aim and single-
ness of eye, and much hopefulness and
faith and devotedness. But we believe that
oar friends will be found—will hd made—
equal to the emergency; and we ask the
readers of the Record to plead on their be-
half for the wisdom which is from above,
for the grace which i5 sufficient, and the
strength which is made perfect in weakness.
The 15th June, 1875, will, we are persuad-
ed, prove to be a memorable day in the
history of Presbyterianism on the American
Continent, and the event which it witnessed
will, we believe, oxarcise a powerful influ-
ence upon the work of the Church of Christ
in the world. 'We rejoice to see that steps
are being taken which indicate a wise and
firm resolve that the enthusiasm of that
day shall not be suffered to evaporate in
mere show or momentary acclamations,
however cheering these may be atsuch a
time, but will be made to bear frait, and
frait which will remain for many days and
years. We need hardly assure the united
Church that we shall equally be ready to
gympathize with and, when necessary and
practicable, aid the “Presbyterian Charchin
Canada,” a3 we have been in regard to any
of the constituent bodies of which it is now
composed. We look with great interest to
+he futare of this Church, and anticipate
for it, by God’s rich blessing, a career of
no common_distinction and usefalness in
promoting the cause of the Redeemer and
the salvation of souls.

P Df Srefeng=
- o

thy heart keep my commandments; for
length of days, and long life, and peace,
shall they add to thes.”

Pome Rlissions, B

Report of Mr. G. 8. Burrough,
To the Presbutery of Halifax:

Having been appointed by your Preshy.
tery to labor during the Spring and Sup.
mer at the stations of Bayview and Bear §
River, Digby Co., I would beg leavey §
submit the following report of my for §
months’ work, extending from May lstf
Sept. 1st., including in all 18 Sabbaths,

Upou my arrival on the ground my firt |§
care was to ascertain the exact statean] §
needs of the people. I discovered they §
two places, Bayview and Bear River, to b §
the only foothold of Presbyterianism in b 8
entire County of Digby. At Bayvicy,
which is & scattered country community
situated four miles north from the townof i
Digby, 1 found the people possessed of s &
neat church edifice, seating about 209, built §
largely by their own exertions, and fr: 28
from all debt. TEleven persons were in fi) i3
communion with the Church, while th#
number of families adhering to Presbyia J8
ianism were twelve. At Bear River,aff
thriving little town 9 miles east from Dighy, §
and 13 distant from Bayview, I found: 3%
church building in process ot erection. Thj¥
number of Presbyterians here, both adhy. B
ents and members, I found to be less tha i)
at Bayview, on account of deaths and .}
movals, but all seemed activeand encrge:s ¥
The great nced of hoth places I found tobegtl
—what it still is—cheer and encouragema i€
from their Presbyterian brethren of Nonffy
Scotia who are more favorei with churiil
privileges than they, -4

My labors here and their results may by
briefly stated, As I have resided at By 4
view, the greater part of my work hasoifil:
necessity been directed to this portion
the field. The unly religions service
pecple of this place had upon prero
summers enjoyed, was preaching upon &
bath morning. No weekly meeting hajjelh;
ever been held. A Sabbath School b
been in existence some two years since, b
only lasted a fow months. Feeling thifs
the work of the gospel minister, while it
work of persnasion, is cssentially and pri
arily a work of instruction, my great
has oeen to inform the people in Bib
and religiqus knowledge, to bring forth
facts and doctrines of the Scriptare, udly
particuiarly the doctrines as sot forth
the facts. To this aim I have made all 58

"1 1abors tend. On Wednesday evcning vt
“My son, forget not my law; bat let |

have had 2 series of lectures unon theolgy
Testament, prophecies of Christ com
with their fulfilment in the New o
meae, followed by 8 series upon th (i
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# Testament types of Christ. Thus we have
teen tying our Testaments together, These
B8 lectures have been interspersed upon the
B fist Wednesday evening of each month
B with lectures upon the various mission

A

ble, be provided for these congregations.
T'o leave s0 many attendants and church
members without the bredd of 11fe for eight
months out of the twelve seems very sad.

sh The membership at Bayview is noiv 19,
L felds of China, India, Japan, etc., with the | and at Bear River 6, while the number of
hopo that our hearts might bo broadened | adherents at both places is over 80.
echr. B8 with the thought that “the field is the | A word asto future prospects. With a
Sup. g vorid” A Sabbath School was organized | little aid from outside, Bear River church
Besr I8 0 the month of May, and has been in suc- } may be finished so as to be ready for use
velo BN cessful operation since that time. Singing | next year. This will be one step in ad-
four & books and lesson papers have besn provided } vance. The great difficalty lies in the fact
‘st 1o I for the children, and all have been greatly | that the two places are so far separated
v MR interested init. Upon Friday evening we | from one another, that when the laborer
" WM have held a social meeting from house to | resides at the one, ho is mord or less cut off
" first M8 3ouce, the object of which has been to stady | from the other. The town of Digbi: lies
v 2ol Bl e Sabbath school lesson for the next Sab- | very near the centre of the field. 'There
thee BR4ach and after this to enjoy a pleasant | are now Presbytorians residing there who
b B ecening in_ singing and reading. Upon | have no place of worship of their own. I
n the B Tyosday night also we have had a meeting | would earnestly urge the Presbytery to
VIR, S8 of the singers of our congregation, in order | look to this town. If a Presbyterian organi-
unite &8 poth to become familiar with our new Sab- | zation could be established there, it made
snol Baih School tunes and to improve our | the centre of operations, and the work
of 2 B (o voh singing. Service has been held | pushed carnestly, a pastor might eventually
built @ oularly Sabbath morning in the church. | be settled in this region. A congregation
Ure: B ¢ Bear River we have had but oue weekly | could without doubt be secured in Digby.
Vil B8 rvice, that of preaching on Sabbath after- .| The town is large, growing, and protises
: bfBioon. Our house of worship not being | to be a point of influence in the West of
e A ompleted, it bas not beer thought best to | Nova Scotin. There are in it many who
tn a3 any other meeting. Upon Sabbath | have no definite religious opinions and who
ighr, Bnernoon we have worshlgped, by the kind- | should be cared for. If Digby is ever
ndef8® s of our Methodist brethren, in their | seized npon the time is mow. Could the

Tl urch. Upon all the servicea the attend- | people of Bayview and Bear River bug
dbex 370 s been large—far larger than might | have a constant supply, they wonld be able
thudre been anticipated. Upon pleasant | to give more toward the support of that
1R hhath mornings our church at Bayview | supply. As matters now stand nouch of
‘;:‘*‘* s been nearly full. The average attend- | of the fands of Presbyterians pass over into

Boce upon the Wednesday evening lecture
s been 45, upon Friday evening 35,
Sy have walked four and five miles to be
$recent. The atteadance at Bear River
Beon Sabbath afternoon has been quite
ve. Ihave fonnd visiting to be one of
2 most efficient means of work. X have
ited over 50 different families, havin
sde in all over 150 calls. The scattere
prdition of of the people, the field extend-
% over twenty miles, if looked at pro-
Hfferly has rendered it difficult for the cate-
wikRist 10 reach the people, as no hosse is

Bgcovided for his use. ‘The sacraments of
e¥ord’s supper and baptism were adminis-
B0 upon the 3rd Sabbath of Augustin
¢ Bayview charch, Six children and
0 adults were baptised, and eight persons
¢ edmitted into the membership of the
foreh  opon _profession of their faith.
M%our were heads of families. Others feit
Such interested but did not see their way.
T L0 unite at that time, but will doube-
wss do 50 at the next occasion. .

8 Looking back upon the past four months
e s every reason for hope that Presby-
¥iwism will make rapid advances in

the treasuries of other dennminations, as a
great part of the year they are compelled
to worship with them. The people have
increased in their contributions from year
to year. It is but two yesrs since they
commenced paying toward the support of
the catechist. ~This year, by the efforts of
Miss Hinxman, of Bayview, $50 have been
raised by subscription, in addition to the
collections. These being added make u

a sum of $84.00, leaving only a small bal-
ance to be drawn from the Board of Mis-
sions. The catechist has been kirdly en-
tertained at Bayview, free of all expenss
to the Board, by Mrs. Wm. ‘Turnbull and
her son, Mr. G. A. Turnbull,  The kind-
ness of Messrs. E. B. Tapper, J. Turnbull,
and Dr. Maxwell to the Catechist while at
Bear River, as well as that of Mr. McRae,

of Digby, while the Catechist is passing

through Digby, from station to station,

ought also to be meuntioned.

Report of Rev. W. Johnson.
[PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.]

According to appointment to preach at

by Couny, if it only has a kelping hand.
ARnc more vegular supply should, if possi-

Richmond on 2nd and 3rd Sabbaths of
August, I came to Halifax, but, owing 10
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uncertainty arising from unavoidable delay
in the transmission of my answer, I found
that arrangements had been made for the
supply of Richmond on the former of these
Sabbaths, I visited a foew of the people,
and on Wednesday conducted the prayer
mecting, which, however, was somewhat
g{)orly attended. By exchange with the

evd. P. G. McGregor, I left on Friday
morning to dispense the Communion at
Bayview. At Round Hill I was met by
Mr. Cameron, elder, there, who had kindly
agrecd to drive me to my destination, and
gave his aid on the occasion. At Hills-
borough, where we spent the night with
My, Tupper, who takes an active interest
in the cause, we were introduced by that
gentleman before leaving on Saturday to
the Presbyterian friends residing in the
locality. At Bayview I found matters in
& very promising state, which was largely
owing to the very judicious and earnest
efforts of Mr. Bursoughs, who had been
laboring there during the summer months
with much acceptanee.  After the prepara-
tory services on Saturday evening, which
were well attended, I conversed with tho
candidates for admission for theifirst time
into the fellowship of the Church (of
whom there were eight, four being adults),
and the result being satisfactory, it was ar-
ranged to admit them on the following
day in presence of the congregation. On
Sabbath, the weather being favorable, the
attendance was large, numbering from 150
to 200, many having come from Hills-
borough, Digby and other loealities more
or less distant. After sermon, the candi-
dates having answered the usual questions,
and two of their number who had not before
received the ordinance having been baptized,
they were then formally recognized as
members of the Charch by recciving the
right hana of fellowship. The Commun-
ion was dispensed to about forty persens, of
of whom a few wers members of other
Churches, who had availed themselves of
the invitation to associate with their Chris-
tian brethren in commemorating the death
of their common Saviour and Lord. >
again met for service in the afternoon, 2ad
thouzh some of the morning’s congregs-
tion had been under the necessity of return-
ing home, the attendance nanmbered from
100 to 150. I also baptized on the occasion
six children. On Monday and Tuesday,
before leaving to fulfill a'gpoimments for
two Sabbaths at Amherst, I had an oppor-
tunity, in company with Mr. Burroughs,
(who had also taken part in the Sabbath
servico) of visiting several of the congrega-
tion at Bayview and Digby, and X can not
refrain from expressing.my high satisfac-
tion with the excollent spirit which seemed
to pervade the congregation. They ave
very confident under the Divine blessing of

tho ultimate prosperity of the cause, and iy
crder to this, and I may ada as indispenss.
able to it, X earnestly hope it will bo prac.
ticable to fulfill the anxious desire which |
the people have expresssd to he supplie}
with ordinances more rogularly in the f.
ture. The field holds out oxcellent pr
mise in the event of its being well agg
systematically wrought.

Amberst, Aug. 2nd, 1875.

Report of Mr. J. G. Black,
|PREBYTERY OF RALIFAX.]

1 hegan my work in West Corawallis
the first Sabbath of May. The first twp
Sabbaths I held only two services each day;
one in Waterville in the morning and g
in Lakeville in the afternoon. About the
second week a prayer mecting was orom.
ized and was kept. up during all my sy,
This meeting was attended by a part of ths B
congregation very regularly, chiefly by ih}
ladies and children, varying in numb
from & dozen to about thirty., The exerR
.cises consisted of singing, prayer, readin
and remarks on some passage of Scripim.
Abont the third week the Sabbath ScholB
was organized with abont & dozen chilir}
and three teachers. Enough money wy
raised to purchase singing books and Tnie: i
national lessons, which gave new life 1o thj
School. It gave us good pleasure to mg
with the scheol three times each et
On Wednesday evening we mect to praf¥
tise singing, and immediately at the chw
came the prayer meeting, which was cn§}
g:xently always attended by the chilirag

n Sabbath evening the School again ciogl

was soon reciproeated by their marked gl
terest in all the exercises, and the musico
. their happy voices soon attracted otheis S
the School to such a degree that we ol
in & few weeks count about forty. R
It was not my privilage to meet with (g
Lakeville School, but ¥ focl sure that 8 g
work is being done under the direction
Mr. Loomer, Mr. Burgess and Miss B
gess. ‘The morning service at Wate
and the afternoon servieo at Lakeville
an attendance generally of aboot,
The evening attendance at Waterville
much larger, as it was augmented by b
tren from other Churches. This s
was & Bihle lesson or lecture on “
Acts.”” During my stay of three muggy
in West Cornwallis I rande about fiftyc2
and I fally beliove if this field wer toofig
a minister who is apt to teach and mi§

and skilfull in work, there is no resson iy
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i much of the people as we would have de-
E sired. But wesaw quite a number of these

B ingit. The field hero is so much divided

M welcome.
IR not our privilege to visit in Bedford. We
B are informed that a successful Sabbath
M School is under the conduct of Mr. Archi-
@ ball. Here alro the field is divided, and
[& often there are two services at the same
@R hour, thus making small audiences. Be-
4 sides the services. at Bedford and Fall
ion % River, we preached once at Warverley and
A once at Windsor Junction to ver
R tive endiences:  If the good people at the
g% latter place were willing to go either to

kS without the gospel.

v in Japan have not been resident in the land
‘uig uuch over two years, and yet churches are
R orzanized at Yokohama, Tokio, {Yedo,)
R Tiobe, Osaka, Nagasaki, and at several
o oibor places in the Empire.
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the Presbyterian Church there should not
be quite strong. The materinl is there and
only awaits tho workman’s hand. Though
the actual membership is now very small,
andrthey are wont to style themselves a
Jeeble folk, yot there is good promise in the
rising generation, if they have a fair chance
by way of Bible instruction. But unless
the so1l_is cunltivated we need not expect a
crop.  Presbyterianism is not a spontane-
ous growth, and is all the more valuable
on that account. Let but a good and faith-
ful Jaborer be called to Cornwallis, and I
believe both the people there and the Pres-
bytery will soon be happily surprised at
the vesults. Of course, thero is need that
both places unite their efforts, as their in-
terest is in cominon; and the individual
mombers must remember that their own
exertion is absolutely necessary to the suc-
cess of the Church among them, .
On the first Sabbath o% August I began
my labors in Bedford and ¥all River, the
morning service being held at the former
place. A prayor meeting, was held at Fall
River attended by about fifteen persons. A
Sabbath Scheol is also in operation near
this place, which is under the supervision
of Mr. Robertson, and meets in the morning,
which prevented my attending my atten

among different denominations that no one
of themm lives at more than a dying rate.
Regalarity of pastoral labor is much need-
ed. The peogle here say it is either a feast
or famine with them. At times there will
be in this immedinto neighborhoed as much
as four sermons in one day, and at other
times none at all. Is there no means of
reaching regularity in this work? Aungust
being harvest wonth we did not sce as

families, and always received a grateful
Owing to circumstances it was

atten-

Waverley or Fall River, they need not be

The majority of Christian missionaries

Owe Loveign Rissions,

Missions of the late Canada Pres-
byterian Church.

As these Missions now belong to ourown
Church, and are ours as really as those in
the New Hebrides and Trinidad, we veprint
in full the Report of the Foreign Mission
Commitres of the C. P. Church for the past
year. Had the Union not taken place it
would still be highly desirable that we
should be acquainted with their missions,
but as the Union has beon consummated it
is more than desirable it is necessary that
~ur people should gain early acquaintance
with all their own foreign missionaries and
with their work,

We will only add that Dr. Fraser, now
of China, is the son of Rev. Wm. Fraser of
Bond Head, one of the Clerke of the Gene-
ral Assembly, a native of Picton County,
and son to Donald Fraser of McLellan’s
Brook, one of the venerable Elders of the
late Dr. McGregor.

THE REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSION
COMMITTEER—1874-5.

It is with mingled feelings that your
Committee review the Foreign Mission
operations of the Church durinithe past
year. The Great Head of the Church has
not withheld encouragement; but He has
also sent trials and disappointinents. Death
has, for the first time, thinned the ranks of
your labourers in the foreign field. Rev.
James Nisbet, the earliest of your mission~
aries to the heathen, has finished his course,
and entored into his rest. Xast August he
was compelled, by the failing health of
himself and Mrs. Nisbet, to retura with her
to Red River, Mrs. Nisbet only survived
a short time after their arrival in Manitobs,
and on the 17th September she fell asleep.
Upon the Jast day of the same month Mr,
Nisbet followed bis excellent wife into that
test which remaivs for the people of Gos.
In the removal of Mr. Nisbet, your Com-
mittee feel that the Church has lost a singu-
larly unselfish and devoted labourer. En.
tering upon his work comparatively late in
life, when the acquisition of a language is
an arduous work, he laboured under the
disadvantage of requiring to address tho
Indiane through an interpreter; but he wus
blessed during his life in gathering souls
into the fold of Christ. But the most re-
cent acconnts from Prince .Albert indicate

.

that good results from his eight years of
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devoted laboursarestill becoming apparent.
Mr. Nisbet left four young children, who
have no adequate provision for their sup-
port. Your Committee feel that while this
was the first case of the kind which had
occurred among the missionaries of the
Church, that it might not be the last, and
that it was necessary for them to deal with
it upon principles which might be followed
in timo to come. In these circumstances
they did not feel themselves warranted to
do more than vote half-a-year's salary to
the legal representgtives of Mr. Nishet's
childven, for their benefit, It will be for
the Assembly to say whether any more
adequate provision can be made for such
cases. .

NORTH WEST.

Your Committes are glad to state that
the removal of Mr. Nisbet did not canse any

interruption in the prosecution of the work |

of the Mission. When he left for Manitoba,
he secured temporary supply to can} on
services during his absence. Mr. John
Mackay, the interpreter, who accompanied
Mr. Nisbet to Red River, was sent back, by
the instructions of the Committee, to take
charge of the work uatil such time as a
successor for Mr. Nisbet could be found.
The Presbytery of Manitoba, feeling that
there was an urgent necessity that aa or-
dained missionary should occupy Prince
Albert during the winter, assumed the re-
sponsibility of selecting and ordaining for
the work Mr. Hugh McKellar, a proba-
tioner of the Church. The Committee,
fully sympathising with the feelings which
led "the Presbytery to take the mnusual
course which they adopted, agreed cordially
to recognize Mr. McKellar as their mis-
sionary. The Committee was so entirely
satisfied with Mr. McKellar’s adaptation
for the position, that they gave to him a
very cordial call to become the permanent
missionary in that interesting field, where
he is now labouring. An answer has not

et been received to this call. Mr. Me-

ellar has entered on his work with great
zeal and energy, and promises to prove a
very efficient laboarer. He reports that
there have been, singe his arrival at the
mission, 14 baptisms—three adult Indian
women and eleven children; and five mar-
riages. He speaks in very pleasing terms
of the happy influence of Mr. Nisbet’s
labours. A large settlement is springing
up rapidly around Prince Albers, The
fertile soil has attracted many settlers from
Manitoba and elsewhere, and already an
Eoglish-speaking population, numbering
more than 300, a large proportion of whom
are Presbyterians, is found settled in the
neighbourhood of the mission. Prince
Albert is every year likely to become a
more important centre of Home Mission

operations. ‘The care of the spiritual inter
ests of this large settlement devolves en.
tirely, at presert, upon the labourers em.
ployed by your Committee.  Your Com.
mittee trust that the Home Mission Com.
mittee will soon feel themselves in a position
to take charge of that portion of the work
at Prince Albert which belongs to their
department.

M-r. George Flett is labouring among the
Indiaus in the neighbourhood ot Fort Pelly,
where he finds an encouraging field of use-
fulness. As soon as the Indians in the
North-West are gathered into Reserves, the
work among them will assume another and
more hopeful character. Until that time
arrives, it will always be difficult to operate
successfully among them. Their migratory
habits render it almost impossible for thoss
who do not follow a similar mode of life to
kave constant access to them. This obstac'e,
which has constantly impeded the progress
of this department of the work, will ere
long, it is hoped, be taken out of the way.

INDJA.

In India, good service has been rendered
during the year, by Misses Fairwoather and
Rodger, who have occupied important
positions in connection with the missions of
the American Presbyterian Chaurch, At
Myupoorie, near the Ganges, and aboat
750 miles north-west of . Caleutta, they.
laboured for some time. At this staion ¥
they had, in addition to Zenana work, the
superintendence of eight schools, and the §
direction ot Bible-women. While at Myn- J§

oorie, they suffered from jungle and bilions 2
ever ; but later reports, in reference to their 3
health, are more favourable. About the ¥
beginning of the present yesr, they were 3
:;g‘pointe to a very interesting station at Bi

kha, near Futtehgurh., Itissituatedon [
the Ganges, 720 miles north-west of Cal-
catia. Here ther have a mnoble field of [N
usefuiness. They have not only the sole
charge of an orphanege, in which thereare g
three schools, but have the prospect ofboiog
able to commence other schools for women
and girls. Your Committee aro happy to 3§
receive very pleasing assurances that Misses §
Fairweather and Rodger have secured the §
respect and confidence of the brethren of &8
the American Presbyterian Mission, who
have the best opportunities of knowing them
and their work., The following extractof &
a letter recently received from ome of the
secretaries of the American Presbyterian g
Mission Hoard, only confirms what they §&:
had previously learned from other quarters: N
“We are glad,” he says, “to hear only Ji8
good accounts of the ladies you sent out 10 3%
India. They have the respect and kind g8
regards of our missionaries.”

In the opinion of your Committeo, the o

N A . e m -
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conceive a moro appropriate way to signa

sionaries to this destitute field,

out delg
Central

ordained missionaries in India,
CHINA.

The work in Formosa has gone on pros-
ering doring the year. The manifest
glessiug of the Head of the Church con-
tinues to rest upon the untiring labours of
our devoted missionary, Rev. G. L,
§ Mackay. And now that he has been rein-
g forced by a like minded fellow-labourer, we
f may cxpect to see cven greater results in
W the time to coms. Dr. J B. Fraser was
@ ordained by the Preshytery of Toronto, and

" designated to mission work in Formoss, on
& the 15th September. Both before and
of ¥ dter his ordination, Dr. Fraser spent all

@ the time he could command in visiting con-
3 rregations throughout the Church, and it is
B believed that these visits have exerted a
% very happy influence in exciting a more
&% reoeral interest in Foveign Mission work
B Hesailed from St. Franeisco in the begin-

1 @8 ting of December, and after spending a
of ¥B few weeks with the brethren of the English
w B8 Presbyterian Mission in China, he aud his

B fimily reached Tamsui in safety, to the
gxeat joy of Mr. Mackay, about the end of

enuary of the present year. In aletter
o received from Dr. Fraser, dated a few weeks
B8 after his arrivel, he says:—¢ Mackay was
§8 delighted to see us, and wo wonder. I
IR} sapposc no one will ever, or cap ever know
2 trough what he has come during the last
years., He will never tell the story

time has arrived when the Preshyterian
Chuych in Canada should seck to do more
for the perishing millions of India than has
*yet been attempted, They can scavcely

ize the approaching Union of the various
Presbyterian Chuarches of the Dominion
than by devising and accomplishing more
liberal things on behalf of the heathen.
The young ladies whom we have already
sent to India plead earnestly that the Cana-
dian Church shall enter at once on this
work., The brethren of the American
Preebyterian Mission urge us to send mis-
( They are
exceedingly anxious that the Presbyterians
of Canada should organize & mission with-

in the Province of Indore, in
ndia. This field is entirely un-
occupied. Noue of the Churches or Mis-
sionary Socicties bas entered upon this
estensive region. The district is under
British rule, and is considered in every way
snitable as a field for a promising mission,
It is accessible both from Bombay and
from Caleutta, by way of Allahabad. ~ Your
Committee trust, however,$hat such de-
cided action will be taken, that another
year will not elapse until Canada Presbyte-
rianism shall be represented by one or two

and marvalling that he is alive and of &
sound mind. Itis easy to talk of modera-
tion, and to make up one’s mind beforo
leaving to do just so much and in such a
way, but in a field white unto the harvestit
is not so easy to follow pre-concocted
lans.”” The work, he says, has so en.
arged, that it is quite beyond Mr., Mackay's
strongth. “The converts have to be in-
structed and established. The worshippers,
more or less regular, have to be conversed
with and taught, The helpers 1Mve to be
trained. ‘The chapels have to be visited in
turn, and reguests come from the people a$
this place and that for a chapel and helper.
Agaimn I say, what is one to do? Instead
of Mr. Mackay being equal to the work,
there i quite enough for four or five earnest
workers to do in the north of this Island.
I beseech you to use your efforts to secure
another migsionary, or, if possible, two
more, to come to our help here next autumn.
Let us enter in full force, and take posses-
gion of the land, while there isan opgn
door.” Rev. G. L. Mackay, after waiting
long for a fellow-labourer to co operate with
him in his work, expresses great joy at the
arrival of Dr, Fraser. It is high time that
assistance should be sent to him. The
werk hag, through the Divine blessieg, been
steadily growing under his hands. A few
extracts from the last letter received from
Mr. Mackey will give a better idea of his
work than any words of your Committee
can convey i~
“Last Friday,” he says, “I went to
San-teng-po, and on Saturday a large aum-
ber of our hearers trom other stations ar-
vived. 1spent the whole day examining
enquirers, and 58w my way clesr to admi
nine of our San-tang-pa worshippers, On
Sabbath morning about 200 assembled, and
after spending the greater part of the fore.
noon at a Conference meeting, I received
the nine by baptism ; and in _ths afternoon
all our converts, thirty-seven in number, sat
down at the table of the Lord. I felt
thankfal to God, because all our converts
have been faithful until thisday. And our
little band is increasing too. LetGod be
praised. I sat down first with five, then
with twelve, then with eighteen, then with
twenty-eight, and this Iast time with thirty-
soven, Dr. Fraser arrived about noon on
Sabbath, and was present at both services.
He addressed the communicants in a very
appropriate manner, by urging them to
watch and pray. 1 wranslated what he said,
and the people seemed exceeding glad.
He also visited Patli-hun, Go-Ko-Khin
and Chin-nih with me, and said a few words
at each place, After I had translated what
he said, the hearers were delighted, and
thanked God for bringing another labourer

R ¥ith his own lips, bat piece by piece I am
8 vicking it up from one source and another,

into the midst of them. We have now, a$
the srrival of Dr. Fraser, six chapels, and
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in two or three weeks the seventh will be
finished. X sent a helperto labour amongst
the people there some time ago. Next
month we will have seven chapels and a
helper u¢ cuch.  The helpers have proved
themselves earnest and faithful thus far,
They have shown themselves able to main-
tain their ground with Confucianists, Budd-
hists and Tanists. I taught them the elo-
ments of Astronomy, Geography and His-
tory. r some time past they have also
written essays and sermons. I read and
explained to them the* Pilgrim’s Progress,”
‘“ Boston’s Fourfold State,” and several
works on the Old and New Testaments,
Every morning and evening, indeed every
day, whether on.the road orin the house,
T have been explaining to them the Gospel
of Jesug—the Bible first, and then useful
knowledge of whatever kind. I thank God
for the zeal, devotedness, and intelligenco
of our young helpers. The most pleasant
hours of my life havo been spent amongst
them, teaching what I could. as I travelled
in the interior, preaching the gospel of sal-
vation. The futureis unknown, but hither-
to they have been faithful and true. Friday
last I visited a place where the people
wished to build a chapel. I will let you
know about it hereafter. Twice last year
I was near the gates of death, but God
kept me, and X am still here trying to obey
my master, the Lord Jesus Christ. For
seven chapels, seven helpers, several teach-
ers, thres schools, large number of regulas
hearers and thirty-seven communicants, let
God be praised, not man. The Lord has
accomplished all. Let uscontinue to plead
and ho will come in might and power and
overthrow the kingdom of devils, Let us
continue to labour and he will bless our
efforts. More labourersare needed. Who
will come # The Lord be praised for bring-
ing Dr. Fraser and his family to this place.”

MORE WORK.

It is due to themselves that your com-
mittee should state that they bave done all
they could to meet the earnest pleadings of
your missionaries for more men. They
have made every effort to carry out the in-
structions of the last assembly, to send a
third missionary to Formosa. They regret
that these efforts have not been crowned
with success. No less than three gentle-
mep whom they called to engage in this
work, have, for varions causes, seen it their
duty to decline the invitation. More re-
cently correspondence has been held with &
young and devoted minister of the Presby-
terian Church of the Maritime Provinces,
in connection with the Church of Seotland,
whe is willing to engage in mission work in
India, China or Japan. It appears, how-
ever, that his brethren of the Lower Pro-

vinces are 80 anxious to retain his services
for a department of the Home work for
which he has special qualifications, that the
prospect of obtaining him at present for
the Foreign field is not definite. Your
committee, however, still cherish-the hopo
that after the Union, & way may be opened
up by whieh, at no distant date, he may go
forth as & missionary to the heathen..

It has been judged expedient to take
steps for the erection of a residence for our
missionaries at Tamsui, From tho charac-
ter of the Chinese houses, this has been re.
garded as quito essential to the health and
comfort of your missionaries. This work
will involve the mission in a very consider.
able expenditare, but the experience of other
missionary bodics leads us to believe that
not only will such building tend to prolong
the lives of our missionaries, but it will, in
the end, be found in other respects consis
tent with a true economy. An admirahls
site, in & healthy locality, was purchased
by Mr. McKay, and since the arrival of Dr.

rager, steps_have been taken to havo s
house erccted :

FUNDS.

Your committes are happy to state that
Foreign Missions are slowly but steadily
obtaining an increasing liberal measure of
support from the Charch.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

1861-2.0 eecersiverennecaenasa B 2,067 08
1862-3u.0teeeranonarorsoraecess. 27989
1863-4...0iiiiiiiieieiiinans oot
1864-5esecacisrcriacecroncasanss
1805-6e00nacerss o sonnnsenss
18%6-7 (including £100 stg. from
(. 0 [e996 003080000000 sd8000a
1867=8.ueeruiereeteciionnaonaans
1868-8e.veirae covaes senen onee
1809-70.000enereracrncioncaracne
-2 (including 81, egac; ,
and outfit). ....... ......f.‘y 11212 3
1872-3..ii0eiene terriinrnnens.. 1057238 B
I1878-4uiiiiieieiiansiecninnees. 12,084 44 BN
18T4-5uiiincinnieiecnnncnnnneass 1250840 BB

In the fourteen years which have clapsed
since the last Union, the Foreign Mission 3
Fund has rvisen from $2,067.06 to $12, §&
558.40; or in other words, it has increased §§
more than six fold. We are very far from |58
thinking that the Church has reached the &%
limit of its ability. It is_with us only the SN
day of small things, But such steady
growth inspires the hope that the churchis
gradually awakening to a fuller sense of her 8
responsibility to the heathen.

CORCLUSION.

In resigning their trust into your hands 3
your committee can only express the hope Ji
that the approaching unior will give a nev
impulse to the great work of Foreign Mi- i



% ond rushed in, two feet deep, through our

3 w0 feet ahove the ground. The sea rose
B¢ sround the whole island, and did serious
 damago at every exposed situation. In all
g ticlow lying districts the taro—~the staff of §
g lifeon this island—hns been more or less

BB carthqnake, or such a rise of the sea, within

B% 0 be called in to supply a parallel case.
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sions ; &nd that tho Presbyterianism of the
Dominion, consolidated tnto one compact
and powerful chuvch, will gird itself with
earncstness proportioned to its strength, for
the ovangelization of the heathen world.
They do not overlook the fact that the real
source of success in this, as in every good
work, is God. But they feel assured that,
in proportion as the church goes forward in
the right spirit, she is warranted to expect
the divine presence and blessing., It is in
connection with this very work that Christ
said, * Lo I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” Ttis our slothful-
ness and unbelief that turn away from us
God’s blessin% God has given us reason
to hope in Him. He has revealed His
power nnd grace in the past.  He has given
ug His promise for the future, and He is
now beckoning us by His providence to
reap fields already white to the hacvest,
Let the Church then go forward, assured
that God is for us and none can be against
us. Ho will bring forth judsment unto
victory. .
All which is respectfully sabmitted.
\War. McLARER, Cornvener.

Earthquake in Aneityum.

Axerryoy, New Hebrides,
April 20, 1875.
Rev. Jony Ky, Sec. I.ide/ormed Presbyte-
rian Synod’s Foreign Mission.

My Dear Sir,—About three weeks ago
we were startled here by a very severo
earthquake, followed immediately by a
tidal wave, which raised the sea ten or
eleven feot above its ordivary level at
spring tides. At this station the sea rose
about four feet higher than during the har
ticane of 1873, when the * Dayspring ”
was lost. It was not simply the heighe to
which the sea rose, but the force with which
it rolled in, that rendered it so formidable.
Ig covered all the low land of Auname, the
district on which our houses stand. It
hroke open every door, and rushed into
every house. It made large breaches in
wall of the charch, and broka completely
down one half of the outey, wall of the
Teachers’ Institution, a building seventy
foet long, and itswall 10 feet high. It broke
upen the front door of our dwelling-house,

lobby. The floor of the house is raised

injored. There has not been such an

the memory of living man. Tradition has

Tho natices say that their fathers told
them, that there was once an earthquake
here which loosed the rocks on the moun-
taing, and sent the stones rolling down
into the valleys, and that the sea rose and
covered the low lands; but no one now
living saw that earthquake : this was the
heaviest and most disastrous that any living
man has scen. .

On this side of the island thero were
several narrow escapes from the sea, both
of adults and of chiﬁlren, but no lives were
lost. On tho other side of the island one
boy was drowned and two men were severe-
ly burt, and several also had nsrrow es-
capes from the sea.  As Mr. Murray’s sta-
tion stands high it susteined no injur
from the sea; but che large stone churc
was considerably damaged by the earth-
quake, the front wall Being extensively
rent. Several school-houses on the shore,
both sides of the island, were destroyed.
At Mr. Croustedt’s whaling station -8t
Ananunse, on the west, or lee, end of the
island, considerable damage was done to
tho premises by the earthquake, and the
wave, a3 it retived, carried off two whale-
boats ; but on the retara of the wave—for
it returned, but in a very modified form,
doing no injury—the boats were brought
back towards the shore, and the natives re-
covered them without their having sus-
tained any injury. But at the other whal-
ing station, on the Island of Inyeng, the
scene was appalling, and the ruin has been
all but complete. The small Island of
lnyeng forms one sids of the Aneitynm
Harbor. It is a lovely and & bealthy spot,
and has been accapied for mnearly thirty
years as a trading and whaling station, and
has been exposed to all the hurricanes that
have passed over this island, without sus-
taining any very serious damage : even the
great tidal wave of August, 1868, which
came rolling up along the whole eastern
coast of New Zaaland, and was observed
in Port Resolution, in the Island of Tanna
—as the “ Dayspring” was lying there at
the time,—was not noticed on Inyeng. On
this occasion, however, the sea rose on both
sides of the island, and nearly covered the
whole of it. Mr Underwood, senior, and
one of his younger sons, with a fow natives,
were on the station at the time, His two
eldest sons were absent, having goneon &
voyage to New Caledonia, Mr. Under-
wood heard the sea coming, and called on
the rest to run. ~ He himself ran, but was
cither met or overtaken by the sea, which
carried him off his feet; providentially he
caught hold of some firm object, and held
on till the sea receded, aud in this way he
escaped with only a few bruises, One
whale-boat was carried off to ses, and

neerly every house on the island was de-
stroyed, M, Underwood’s dwelling house,
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a large, strong, weather-boarded building,
was lifted up and carried to the very edge
of tho sea, and there left a ruin. The
whole island is a scene of desolation,

The ““ G. O. Brooks"” came in a fow days
ago from Noumea, in New Caledonia, and
Mare, of the Loyalty Islands, and reports
that the earthquake was slightly felt at
Noumes, but that Mare it was heavy, and
has severely rent the walls of Mr. Jones’s
large stone church, while the tidal wave
has done a great deal of damage around the
whole Island. We have not, as yet, heard
from any of the islands of this group, We
await intelligence from them with a good
deal of anxiety. At this station boih the
earthquake and the wave came upon us
from the castward, Mare lies about a
hundred and fifty miles to the south-west
of Ancityum.

Having given this brief general account
of the earthquake and wave, I shall now
proceed to describe more fully how they
affected ourselves.

On Sabbath evening, the '28th March,
we had retired to rest at our usual time,
between nine and ten o’clock. Abodt a
quarter past eleven we were awakened by
an earthquake. It was beavy for earth-
quakes here ; it would have heen considered
a'very moderate one in New Zealand, at
least in Wellington ; it was, however, un-
usually long. I think, and others thought
the same, that it must have been movrs than
8 minute, and it had a peculiarly alarming
motion. After it was over I roseand went
though the house, but, so far as I could
observe, nothing was injured. Iwentout;
the natives were all aroused, and out of
doors too. I was a beautiful, clear, calm
night ; not a breath of wind was blowing ;
nothing was heard but the usual sound of
the reef ; while the sea seemed guict and
still as a sleeping infant. The moon was
within two nights of entering her last quar-
ter, and was about an hnar up ; below her,
and near her, hung a drapery of sable
clounds, with a bright silver lining. Orion,
thoe most conspicuous object at present dur-
ing the evenings, in _our western sky, had
just set. The great Northren Bear, strotch-
ed out at his full length, was keeping his
nightly watch over she Island of Tanna.
The Southern Cross had just attained its
highest elevation, and was standing per-
pendicalar. Centaurns, Argo Navis, and
other constellations, were shining with their
usual brillianey from * the chambers of the
Sonth.” A lovelier night could not have
been witnessed. I returped to the house
and went to bed, hoping that our disturb-
ance for the night was over; but in abont
fiftcens minntes after the carthquake we
heard a sound in ths distance; my wife
gaid, “ What sound is that ¥’ Yeaid, “IX
think it is a gust of wind coming through

tho trees”—no uncommon thing en calm
nights, “Xtis not wind that,” slte said;
and springing out of bed, she looked out at
the window. ¢ There is not a leaf mov-
ing,” she said. The sound was incrensing,
and sho hurried to the door. I sprung up
after her. Asshe opened the door she saw
one of our natives coming out of their house,
just opposite to ours, and she called out
*Yamin, what sound is that#” “Itis the
sea, Missi,”” he said; “ run, run, Missj,
run.” She called out to me to make haste,
Ho took her by the hand, just as she was
in her night dress, with a sheet which she
had accidentally wrapped around her
Fear added wings to her feet, and, under
the young man’s guidance, in a few mo-
ments she had cleared both the back yard
and the back garden, broken down the reed
fence, and gained a slight elevation beyond,
They saved their distance, and no more;
the sea just touched their feet before thoy
gotout of its reach. They wero here joined
by others, mostly by women and children,
and threaded their way throngh the bush
to our oottage on Lolan-napjis, nearly half
a mile distant, at least by the path along
which they went, and where they were fair.
ly beyond the reach of the sea.

Inthe meantime I turned back, but only
for & few seconds, to draw on & pair of
trousers, and oxperienced a very striking
illustration of the value of our Saviours
admonition (Mark xiii. 16), ‘“.Let him that
is in the field not turn back again to pick
up his garment.” These few moments
proved a dan,erous, and might have beea
a fatal, delay ; the sea was in_the bed-room
before I got out of it, and I had to pass
through something like the waters seen in
the prophets vision. At the threshold the
waters were to the apkles: when I had
gone, not a thousand, bat only thirty paces,
the waters were to the knees; and when I
had gone only thirty more the waters were
nearly to the loins, and running in a strong
carrent. In the middle of our back_ym-d I
met our principal native man, carrying his
step-daughter on his shoulder; he took
hold of my arm, and we waded togethor
till wo reached the back part of the yard,
and got hold of a native houre, in ve:hxch
was lying an elderly woman, the widow
of one of our teachers, and who is nearly
blind. Mrs. Inglis had called out and BB
aroused her, as she passed her door; bus,
poor woman, ske could do nothing. Ina EN
moment the sea was at her door, which was §
shut, and to open it woold have been to 38
let in the enemy still faster than he was 8
coming ; but she wisely sat upin_her bed, §
and left herself in the hands of God. Wo B
stood still, and held on by her houso, 15 B
we could do nothing better. In a short
time the worst wasover ; the waters rapidly I

abated, and in five minutes the sea had 1 X
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turned toits wonted chanuncls, Immediately
thereaftor all the men near us came into
the promises to ascertain our condition, and
render whatever assistance might he need-
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plaster. The sca had entered every houso
on our premises on Aname, and every
room in every house with the exception of

B} upanew four thousand feet of wattle and

ful. T learred from them that my wile,
under safe guidance, was on her way to
Lolan-napjis. X sherefore sent on clothes,
blankets, &c., and after secing that there
was 10 returning waves,of any consequence,
I followed with the other natives to Lolan-
napjis myself, where we spent a safs but
rather anxious night.
About half-past thres o’clock on the
Monday morning we had another shock of
carthquake, much heavier, though grently
shorter, than the first, and which brought
down thestone chimney on our cook-house;
snd which, I presume, was the shock that
demaged the stone churches. Abous five
o'clock, & little before deylizht, there wasa
third, not so heavy as ecither of the other
two; and about eight o’clock there wasa
fourth, which some thonght to be heavier
than any of the former three ; but as all the
damage had been dane by the second that
could be done, withont a considerable
additional force, this foarth shock left no
specinl traces of its presence. Since that
time, now more than three weeks, there
has not been & day in which there has not
been one or more shocks; during tho first

ten days they amounted to upwards of a |’

hondred ; & good number of them rather
sharp shocks, but none of them doing any
damage. So far as my exporience and
information go, the Jaw of earthquakes
seems to be something; like this:—All the
damage is done by the first shock or shocks ;
these, again, are succveded by a nureYer of
lighter shocks, which inflict no serious
injury. After the sevore earthquake in
ellington, in 1848, while we were living
there, there was not & day for three months
without one or more shocks, but they did
no damage ; and wo then learned that some
old whalers had had a similar experience
at Dusky Bay many years before.
On Monday morning, when Jaylight
vevenled the effects of the earthquake and
the wave, the scene or the premises was
ane of great desolation; every house was
more or less & ruin, and every place was
covered more or less with rubbish and
debris. I have elready referred to the
condition of the church and the Teachers’
Tnstitution, but nearly every building had
eustained some damage. There being no
wind, our roofs, the thatch of which is
nther a fragile preparation, were all un- |
m‘;n.red, a circamstance which greatly
mhigated our celamity; bat the walls had
been {nﬁlufully hattered by the sea. You
may judge of the extent of the damage
done to our walls when I mention that, as
near as I can calculate, we have had to put

our bath-room; the wave had' spent its
force just before it reached it. All the
matting on our floors wae saturated with
mud and soaked with sea water: the
smount of washing and cleaning that had
to be performed was almost fabulous.
Chests and boxes wers knocked about in
all directions, and the most of their con-
tents injured by the salt water. My boat
was carried out to sex and brought back
towards the shore, but so much injured
that I had to break herup. Sho was an

old boat, however, and not of much value.

Nearly all our reed fences were laid pros-

trate, and one halt of them carried com-

plotely away; while our bandnas, whith

nearly half feed our natives, will not yield,
more than a third of their usual produce

for nine months to come.

o e
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Other  Misgions,

Missionary Items.

The Rev. James H. Ballagh, writing to
to the Sower from Yokoharma, speaks of the
great interest felt at Yedo in the heariog of
the gospel.  Several brethren of the Rev.
Mr. Thompson’s church have a dozen
preaching places in various parts of the
city, and the other missions are similarly

active. The newspaper are Jargely occa-
pied with religious discussions, which are

conducted entirely by unbaptised
Two pa

£rSons.
ers are exclusively devoted to op-
posing the truths of Christianity—~one pub-
lished by a body of priests, and the other
by the Department of Roligion. Oue good
result, however, of ‘this discussion, has
been the breaking up of the great Religious
Department, a combination of all sect—
Hindoo and Buddhists—against Christi-
anity. Each sect is now released from any
obligation to the others, and this will weak-
en their power considerably. The case of
the two elders, Qkeena and Ogawa, charged
with violating the burial law of Japan, has
not yet been settled, althomgh they have
been summoned to Yedo for a third hear-
ing. Their crime consists in having en-
trusted the remains of a woman to an
American Christion, instead of & Hindoo
or Buddhist priest @ burial.

A letter recently received from the Rev.

S. R. Brown, D.D., dated July 11th 5ays :
# The new mission church is finished, and

was.dedicated to the Most High God yes- -
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terday, 10th. The services were conducted
by the Rev. Dr. Verbeck. Two Japanese
elders officiated in addresses and prayers
to & congregation of between four and five
hundred, the greater part Japanese. We
began with eleven members, now we num-
bo. onec hundred and scventy-one., The
Sec md Amoy Church sent its greetings,
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Method-
ists, as well as Reformed Church ministers,
officinted at the dedication. The churchis
a beautiful edifice, 36 by 70 feet. Itisa
strong building of brick. in Gothic style of
architecture, with a rose window in each
gable, a recess for the pulpit platform, and
a tower fourtcen feet square.  \Weare afraid
to build & spire on account of the frequent
earthquakes. The pews, and pulpit, and
communion table are made of a fine grained
hard species of elm, called here ¢ Kiaki,” and
the wood all came from demolished Budd-
hist temples. Thus the heathen temples
have contributed to the erection of the best
ciurch in Japan. A missionary of the
Church of England told me it was the
ihe handsomest church he had seen in the
ast.

Ox& common argument used in heathen-
dom as well as elsewhere is, that Christi-
anity is a very goud religion, bat that it is
only one of many, all of which may be trust-
ed to serve the turn of the “Sworshipper if
only he is sincere in keeping its require-
ments.  Here is an illustration which we
find in the Baptist Missionary Herald. It
is an Indian missionary who speaks. The
conversation reported gives one an idea of
the kind of objections Tequired to be met:

‘¢ After X had been speaking of the Lord
Jesus as the only way to God, he said:
* Look you, from this spot, if I wish to go
to Sewry, I can go by three routes; there
is the highway, there is a foot-road, and
there is & winding path by the river. Now,
Just in the same way, there are three roads
to heaven; you Christinns go one road,
Mohammedans go another, and we Hindus
go a third.! To this X replied : “ Brother,
what strange people you Hindus are! In
arguing about any matter, you seem to
think that if you can bring an illustration
that will coincide with what you wish to

rove, the illustration proves your point.

ecause there are three roads from here to
Sewry, what in the world has that to do
with there being three roads to heaven ¢
Supposing that your village contained 199
L)eople, is that an argument that there will

ojast 199 persons in heaven 2 Again, who
does not kuow that good bread is made
from a white sort owder called floar;
but chalk powder iS“uilso white, and so is
arsenic. Does it follpw, therefore, that
chalk powder and arsenic will do to make
bread with 2 Tinding that he conld not

disparage Christianity by means of his
three ronds, he ventured an attempt to raiso
Hinduism to an equality with it, by trying
to show that it also Possessed definite evi-
dence of its divinity.”

TrERE are now sustained by the Pres.
byterian Board of Foreign Missions 13¢
ordained American missionaries.  With
these are laboring 77 ordained native
preachers and 34 licentiates. In the schools
of the Board are employed 167 American
teachers, 160 of them being women; and
in addition to these, 391 native teachers.
The total number of the working force of
Bourd in foreign lands is thus before us—
301 Americans, 502 natives. These labor.
ers are maintaining steadily thegospel light
inatleast 240 places throughout the heathen
and papal world. They have now under
their care nearly 7000 communicants in
their churches, and more than 12,000 pupils
in their schools. They have issued from
their printing presses during the last year
alone a vast literature of Christian truth,
The figures from many of the fields are not
at hand, but the presses of Syria have sent
forth more than 8,000,000 of pages, those
of Northern India 11,000,000, those of
China 15,000,000. These same brethren
-have also under their cave orphanages and
hospitals, one hospital alone having reached
ore than 20,000 cagses in the year.

The London Mehodist takes a rather de-
sponding view of the prospects of Method:
ism in Scotland. The returns of the Edin.
bargh and Aberdeen district report, it is
true, an increase of 203 members this year;
but it is the first increase exhibited in five
years, and “in 1869 the numbers were 814
more than they are now with this increase;
while in 1819, fifty-six years ago, they wers
26 in excess of the present return.” The
returns of the Wesleyan Methodist Church
in Great Britain for 1875 show that over
40,000 new members were received during
the year. The death list numbers abom
6000. After subtracting these and other
losses, by removal, &c., there is a net gain
for the year of upwards of 6000 members.

We clip from an exchange the following:
“ A Wesluyan missionary in the Island of B
Ceylon has bought an idol temple and the B8
grove in which it stood, as well as the ido! 38
itself. Having completed the purchie &8
from the Brahmin owner, tho missionary &
put the idol in his coat pocket and walked §
away, instead of dropping dead, as ih §
horritied worshippers expected to sce hin S
do. Ithappened to be the god Vyravas, &8
who is the guardian of the other gods 8
and the seizure of his image, removal o
his temple and grovo, and the erection of 4 §8
school on sho sacred spot, has createdsl i

unosual stir among the people of Calaliy”
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Tae only Christian mission in Rajpoo-
tana is that maintained by the United
Presbytorian Church. It hasbeen in opera-
tion for a comparatively short time, but it
has grown rapidly to important dimensions.
What gave it a start was the famine of
1869~70. Effective help was rendered at
that time to the suffercrs by the Church at
home, and no fewer than 5 orphanages
were established. Now there are 7 princi-
pal stations, 9 ordained European misston-
aries, 5 European medical missionaries, 5
European catechists and female teachers,
21 native evangelists and colporteurs, 94
native teachers, 145 native communicants,
871 orphans, and 3350 scholars attending
the day schools.

To compute the results of modern mis-
sion is simply impossible. Figures cannot
express them, nor are they visible to the
haman eye. Butitis interesting to know
that outside the bounds of Christendom
there are 4000 centres of Christian work
and gospel teaching, 2500 cong egations,
273,000 communicants, and 1,350,000
pominal Christians.

There is in London a “ House of Rest,”
for female missionaries, supported wholly
by voluntary contributions. It is a tems
porary rest for Christian workers of all
ciasses, and has r seaside branch, and in-
firmary for invalids with medical attend-
ance and a life-Joag home for aged workers.

Arws of the Chaweh,

Manse, Musquodoboit,
September 21, 1875.

To the Ministers and Sessions of the Synod
of the Maritime Provinces :

Dear BreTareEN,—The senior Clerk of
our General Assembly has doubtless noti-
fied you of the collection to be made on tho
last Sunday in September, or as soon as
ssible thereafter, in bebalf of the Assemby
and. As the sum required from each
congregation i3 comparatively small, I
would recommend that when the collection
8 is made, the proceeds shounld be given for
the expenses of the Synod that meets in
St. John on Qctober 5th, after sufficient
8 s been set apart for the Assembly Fund.
B8 Should a session think it well to conjoin
@ with those two objects the sum required as
gE ® contribution towards the Presbytery
§ Fund there can be no objection.
; Roznr. SEDGWICE,
Moderator of Synod.

Mosting of P. B. Island Presbytery.

The Presbytery of P. I. Island met &t
St. Peters on the 18th inst., in the South
Charch ig the murning, and in the North
Church in the evening. Divine Service
waus conducted in the former place by the
Moderator, and in the latter by the Clerk,
There was a fair attendance of members
and elders present; aud considering the
busy season of the year, a fair represenas
tion of the congregations.

A call from the congregation of Tryon
and Boushuw was sustained. The call
is addressed to Mr. W. P. Archibald,
preacher of the Gospel, and is very cordial
and harmonious, ‘The salary promised is
$600 with u fair prospect of increase. Mr.,
Archibald having intimated his intention
to accept the call, sunjects of trial for ordi-
nation were prescribed. Rev. Mr. Melville
was appointed to examine in Hebrew, Mr.
McLeod in Greek, Mr. Laird in History,
and Mr. Patterson in ‘Theology.

The Presbytery also sustained a call
from the congregation of Murray Harbor
to Rev.Robert Thynne, of the London Pres-
bytery. The call if signed by eight three
Communicants and by one hundred and
sixty-two adherents. The salary offered i
8800, with the free use of a Manse and
glebe. ‘I'heclerk was ordered to transmis
the call and other papers at once to the
clerk ot London Presbytery.

The Presbytery entered upon a considera-
tion of the state of the congregation of
East St. Peters.  Found that some parties
in the congregation had demanded the
resignation of certain of the Elders as the
only coudition on which they would agree
to support ordinances in future; while as
tiac same time they advanced no charges
whatever against said Elders. The latter
expressed themsclves desirous of the fulless
investigation into their conduct, but no
party appear. ‘They then, after expressing
their scnse of the injustice ot the demand,
stated thet inasmuch as their continuance
in office prevented the harmonious co-opera-
tion of parties in the congregation, they
were prepared to yetire, and resigned ac
cordingly.

The Presbytery, whils accepting the re.
signation of the Elders of East St. Peters’
congregation, under these circumstances
wouid record their high appreciation of
their conduct and wmotives in eacrificing
private feolings in order to advance the
glory of God and prowmots the peace and
barmony of the congregation.

Iwo members of Presbytery were ap-
pointed to preside at en election of Elders
to serve in the congtfgation. Said election
to take place on 12th September.

‘The next regulag meeting of Presbytery
was appointed to be held in Georgetown
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on 8th September, at 7 o’clock p. m. It
was also agreed to mect at Tryon on 28th
September, to hear Mr. Archibald’s ordi-
nation trials and 0 meet in the same place
on the following day for his ordination and
inductions. Rev. Mr. Carr was afpointed
to preach, Mr. Patterson to address the
ministors and Mr, Duncan the congrega-

tion. .
J. M. McLeob,
Presb’y Clerk,

The Fresbytery of Victoria and
Richmond

Met for Preshyterial visitation of the con-
gregation and other business at Maboa, on
the 14th ult. .

The replics to the questions shewed that
minister and elders were earnestly engaged
in the Lord’s work, and that the people
were fulfilling their pecnniary engagements
and shewing interest in regard for religious
ordinances.

The Pastor’s salary was paid up, and

§235 paid to the schemes of the Church,
and $60 to other religious or benevolgnt
objects by a congregation of 44 familics.
- The Church is to be repaired and im-
proved, and when this is done the congre-
gution were encouraged and advised to add
to the minister’s salazy. o

Rev. Adam McEKay accepted the call
from the congregation of Ripley, Ont., and
his connection with his present charge dis-
solved. Next meeting at Forks, Baddeck,
for Presbyterial visitation, on the last
Tuesday of October, in the morning, and at
the village in the evening.

Presbytery of Halifax,

The Preshytery of Halifax met in St.
Matthew’s Charch on the 3lst August.
There was & large attendance. . The peri-
tion of Richmond for being sct up as a
separate congregation was patiently con-
sidered. The Presbytery felt unable for the

resent {0 grant the request. Rev. J. R.

ean, Congregationalist minister, applied
sr admission to the ministry of the Presby-
terian Church. Mr. EKean’s papers were
snbmitted to & Committee and found to be
all that could be desired. The Presbytery
regolved to transmit the application to the
General Assembly with their cordial ap-
proval. Mr. E. Scott having accepted the
call of Milford and Gay’s River, appeared
and delivered his trial courses which were
cordially sastained. Mr. Scott will be or-
dained and inducted on Monday the 20th at
Milford Church; Dr. Burns to preach, at 2
p.m. Mr. Campbell to address the minis-
ter, and Mr. Sedgewick go address the peo-

ple. The Presbytery agreed to hold &
mecting at Nowport on Tucsday, the 21st,
at 10 o’clock, Mr. Grant to preach. The
Presbytery expressed gratification at sceing
Mr. McGillivray so far restored as to be
able to be present with them, and recom-
mended him to preach in the meantime only
once each Subbath, the service to be held in
the Central Church, and they hope the
people in the outlying districts will attend
this central service.

The Presbytery met at Milford on Mon-
day, the 20th September, and ordnined Mr.
Ephraim Scott to the office of the ministry
and inducted him into the pastoral charge
of Milford and Gay’s River. The Preshy-
tery meton Tuesday at Brooklyn, Newport,
for visitation.

Presbytery of St. John.

This Presbytery met rccently at Freder-
icton, Rev. Dr. Brooke Moderator.

Mr. Frederick H. Taylor was received as
a preacher within the bounds; he had pre-
vivusly been licensed to preach by the
Bishop of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Russell, agent of the Bible Society,
passed his trial discourses and was duly
licensed to preach the Gospel.

Rev. J, F. Campbell.

Mr. Campbell has visited nearly all the
Congregations of Presbyterians in Cape
Breton, and has addressed them with his
characteristic fervor on the worklof Foreign
Missions, He has explained the nature of
the work to which he looks forward, he has
lnid before them the cleims of India, and
what is still more important, he has urged
the claims of Christ on all Christians and
on all men.

Presenting the following extract from
the sister Record for August, we indorse
cordially the suggestion that the prayers ot
the Church may accompany him whether
fulfilling his mission at home or abroad.
e at the same tinie ask special prayer for
all missionaries of the united Church

“He writes hopefully and cheerfully of
the signs that the Lord is blessing his
labors, referrving, too, mot so much to the
mone, collections made at his mectings or
to tho increased general interest, bat to
definite personal results. At onc “lace he
says: 1 trast I was privileged to leads
fine young man into peace in belicving.’
He speaks of receiving s letter from a lady
in Ontario who had long greatly desired 10
go to India as s _missionary, and who had
consulted Rev. Dr. Ried on the subject,
who again had advised her to write to him.
¢ What I wish to sce,” he says, ‘isthe
Charch sending against the encmy not &
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B8 nolice that enough has been received

% Goodwill has accepted & call from the peo-
K pleof Orwell who have waited foc hir for

g for his hire.
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feeblo hope here and there, but an army at
once.” Agair, he snys: ‘I venture to be
confident that he Assembly will not be
unfaithful to the Master, or so faint-hearted
as 1o hesitate through fear or lack of funds,
about accepting every suitable laborer who
will offer. X feel sure that the people will
give in proportion as there is- need, and
that should an hundred offer (which is more
than I dare hope for immediately} the
moral influence would be snch that funds
would be forth coming. But I rely not
on mere probabilities of moral influence.
Ifonly the Church will trust its Head, and
not through distrust interfere with His
work, Hlo will provide the means. Itis
well that those who by God’s grace have
been brought to feel most interest in the
work, and most faith in theLord regarding
it, shonld bo prepared, so that they may
not be taken by surprise....I think we
may confidently expect a few young
Jadies as Zenana workers ready to go next
foll, and others the year after. Young
men, except Divinity students, will take
jonger before they can be ready to go, as
+helr studies will occupy so many years.'”

Calls,

The congregation of Traro West has
iven an unanimous call to Rev. L. G.
feNeill, of Maitland.

The congregation of Murray Harbor has
decided to call Rev. Robert Thynue of the
Presbytery of London, Ont.

Rev. A. C. Gillies has received a call
from Virginia City, Nevada.

Rev. Adam McKay and Rev. D. Me-
Dougall of Cape Breton, have both re-
ceived calls from congregations in Ontario.

MavitoBa COLLEGE.~—We trust that
the 500 asked by Mr.- Grant to meet the
prosent need of this Mission Seminary will
be sent to him before this veaches oanr
readers.  Lest however thers should still
be a deficicncy, we would snggest that
notes, from §5 down to twos aund ones,
thonld be sent in force, till he shall give

Rev. J. GoopwiLL—We are hﬂppilto
ste that our returned wmissionary Mr.

years, and that he witl be speedily iruusted
#stheir Pastor.  The Lord give him much
encouragement in his work and many souls

Bonshaw and Tryon sve slso to haye a |
Pastor withont deley, Mr. W. P. Archibald,

Havirax.—Very interesting evangelistic
meetings have been held of late in Halifax,
First, we had preaching in the Rink on
Sabbath afternoons, and a daily Prayer
Mce.ing. Then Mr. Needham (the “Irish
Evangelist ”’), baving been invited by the
Evangelical Alliance and the Y. M. C. As-
sociation, held mectings in the Rink ever,
evening for over 2 week, and Bible Read-
ings, &c., in the forenoon and afternoon in
the Argyle Hall and other places. These
services have been of a purely evangelical
character, and we trast that much good will
result from them. :

Aunerst.—A regular congregation hag
been formed 2t Awmherst in connection with
the “ Presbyterian Church in Canada.” Tt
is a part of the Presbytery of Wallace.
While under the Home Mission (sevén
months) g8 we learn from the sister Record,
‘it cost the Church nothing. The people
raised enough to pay 810 a week for minis-
terial supply, and to pay for ordinary ex-
penses (such as rent of hall, fire and light)
at the rate of 5150 per annum. They also
collected $26 for a Sunday School Library
and other sums. When organized into 8
congregation they intend to give a call and
10 offer a stipend of $650, and a free houss
or manse, with the expectation that the
Church will give them a supplement of
8150 for a year or two. The people have
shown such zeal, unnnimity, good sense
and business habits in their congregational
life that they deserve all encouragement:”

A PUBLIC MEETING, we understand, has
been held at Sutherland’s River, Pictou,
for the purpose of forming a new congre-
gation out of a section formerly belonging
to St. Andrew’s Charch, New &lasgow,
and the Vale Collicry, a new field recently
taken up. This is & move in the right
direction ; there i3 material in both these
sections for a new and flourishing congre-
gation. If the matter is wisely managed
any the people keep together, they can in
a very short time be able to support & min-
ister and have the ordinances of religion
adwninistered among them. In the mean
time they may require some aid; and if
application be made in the proper quarter
whatever necessary sopplement they ask
they will rcceive. ~ Sutherland’s River has
had a Union Church for over twenty
years.—Zb.

Mgr. Dawsox, a Catechist sent out b
the Colonial Commiticeof the Free Chu

to labor under the Synod ot the Maritime
Provinces, has arvived, and is under ap-
pointments in the Presbytesy of Halifax.
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Aligeellvmeons,

Can You Stand Fire.

As I was walking along the Strand one
night I came upon a fine tall soldier. I
entered into conversation with him, and
said, *There is one thing I cannot
understand about the British soldier.”
¢ What is that, sir 2’ “Well,” I said he
is bold and daving; you could not insult
more than by calling him a coward, There
are men among you who would rush up to
the cannon’s mouth, even if you knew it
wonld be certain death; and yet there are
among yon men who dare not keel down
in the barrack-room at night and repeat the
prayer their mother taught them when they
were children.” He paused, and said,
¢ That is true, sir.”  “ What is the mean-
ing of it, soldier?’ He said, *“ You re-
mind me of what took placein my own roll
afew weeks ago. A young fellow came
into our room, and the first night, before
going to bed, he knelt down to pray, and
instantly there was a noise and disturbance
in the room. Caps and belts were flung
over at the man, but he did not move. The
second night there was a general cry ‘Wil-
lie, try it again.” Down he went on his
knees again. Caps and belts were thrown
again, and the men whistled. The third
night he went again on his knees, and
again on the fourth night, with the same
result, and on the.fifth night. And then,”
he said “ the greatest blackguard in the
room cried out,  He is genuine—he stands
fire;? and from that nicht every one in the
room respected him, and began to follow
his example.

Ina lggc establishment in Birmingham,
very similar to what many of you arein,
in this town, some seventy years ago, there
wag a youth who came from his mother’s
loving home in one of our beautifal vil
lages. Hehad been taught to “stand fire,”
not to be ashamed of God or of prayer.
The first night he retired to rest in a room
with several other youths, he knelt down
to pray, and, s in the case of the soldier,
he was instantly beset by the young fellows
in the room, abusing him aund ridiculing
him, and everything was done to induce
him to abstain from prayer ; but he “ stood
fire,”’—he was not ashamed of the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Among them was a strong built youth
who stoed on his right, and who said, ““ My
mother taught me to dothat. X have heen
ashamed of doing it; bat I will doit.”

That youth became the great, the noble’

John Angell James. Oh, young men, if
that youth had not stood fire, the world

might never have known or becn blessed
by the labors of John Angell James. }

The soldier told me what I want to leave |
with you. Hesaid, “ Sir, as a rule, the
fresh follows who kneel down to pray do
notdo it asecond night.”’ Ah, young men,
may that never be said of yon! That ex-
plains the meaning of those words, * Ho
stands fire.” Do not be ashamed to ac-
knowledge your Lord and Master.

Some time ago, in one of our great ships
of war, there was g solitary sailor who was
not ashamed to own himself a follower of
Christ.  For a long time he was alone; no
other sailor joined hem. His place of
prayer was amid the noise and din of the
sailors. One evening he perceived a sha-
dow by the side of the gun. _Another Jack
Tar was creeping along, and said, “ May
X come?’ Oh the joy of the young sailor
to have & comrade with him! They met
for many nights behind the gun veading
and praying.  They became the butt of tho
men in two or three of the messes ; but still
they continued, bearing and forbearing. It
came to the ears of tho commander, who
was a Roman Catholic, and I mention
this to his honor. The momsant he heard
that two of the sailors were meeting for
reading and prayer behind one of the guns,
he sent for them, and instantly ordered a
portion of the JIower deck to be curtained off,
and gave orders that no one should molest
them. For some nights they were the only
two occupants, but by and by the curtain
was opened, and a blue-jacket said, “ May
Icomein ?’ He was welcomed. Another
came, and another, and the last accoant I
he, -1from that ship was this, that every
night thirty-tvo men were meeting for
prayer, thirty of them believed to be con-
verted characters ; and there, by standing
fire, by standing firm, true to what was his
duty, God has blessed that soliitary sailor,
and made him & spiritual father to at least
thirty of the men.

Worship by the Watch.

There i3 o little too much of this. A
sermon mast be within the half hour, or it
1s voted a bore  So vote men of the world,
and so vote men of the Church. We have
known even shorter sermons that were
bores. On the other, hand we have heard
the late Presidont Finney hold a lamge
audience through a sermon of two hours'
length, and nobody was bored except in
the sonse that ““the word of God” as B
preached by him pierced ““even to the di- A
viding asunder of soul and spirit.”

It is reported that & vicarin England has 8
invented & method for securing short ser- B8
mons. At the end of the half hour a clock 38
connected with the pulpit sounds an alarm.
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all,

Jand. It will do in an

cople when to sto
gmger-mecting. ng

end with the tick of a clock ¢

| fast age ? | e sh
B in every partof worghip. But, ordinarily,

B services, and the time given to any particu-

lar part of worship? If it be said that this
& would sometimes reduce the period em-
S ployed to zero, be it so. If spirituality be
& atzero, it might be’ well, occasionally, to
fe have the leagth of service raduced to zero.
B Fasting is good for tho soul of an indi-
MR vidul, and why mony not an occasional ab-
q stinence from church servics do good to a
B& congrezation?  Perhaps some who arc im-
B patient if the sermon enters the thirty-first
i minute would freely vote to close up alto-
@8 oetoer quite frequently.

R Alittle girl had been taught to pray,
% cspecially for her father. He had died sud-
B denly.  Kuneeling at herevening prayer, the
B child’s voice faltered, and as her eyes met
M ber mother’s, she sobbed, * O mother, I
3B cannot leave him all out! Let me say,
' Thank God Thad & dear father once! so
%% 1can keep him in my prayers.”

i NOTICES AND ACKENOWLEDG-
; MENTS,

HUNTIER PRIZES.

B Three prizes of €50, $40 and $30 respec-
[ tively, will be offered for competition to the
Bl students at the Theological Hall in Hallfax.
Subjccts of Examination:—Chalmers's Evi-
I dence of Christianity; and the Book of Actsin

QECreek,  The competition will take place ebout
B8 he middlo of November.

1f the preacher does not stop within threa
minates, down comes pulpit, preacher and

This is capital—for the Church of Eng-
church where
ritualism prevails, where the whole servico
might be run by machinery. We daresay
that some persons would like to see that
invention introduced into many of our
churches. Prayers, too, might be regulated
by an alarm clock, just as a little bell tells
in & business men’s
y not have the whole
service regulated on busindss principles, and
every particular part of worship begin and

. Romanism, ritualism, formalism, may
W worship by the watch, but can we justly
i put the same trammels on worship in ¢van-
ER gelical churches ?  Is there not o tendency
§ 10 an extreme in the direction of shorten-

ing everynhin%] touching religion in this
In hot dog days we say, be short

B should not the state of spiritual feeling have
alittle to do with regulating the length of

The Treasurer of the Synod of the Mari-
time Provinces of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, acknowledges receipt of the follow-
ing sums between 20th of August and 20th of

September: )
FOREIGN MISSION FUND. ..

Acknowledged up to Augast 20th . .$1025 88
Mabou,per Rev. A. F. Thomp-

.

SO0 .0t cieesness 8 14 60
S med‘Sk
ringside, Stewiacke, per

*A. bllis P %500
Harbour Grace, per Rev.

Ross. ... 26 00
R. 8. Munn, Harbour Grace 8 QU
A friend " . 120

Rev A.

McLean

St. Peter's Bay, per J. Me-
Lai ne 30 00
1Seoereessnsne
John Munn, Esq., Har, Grace 20 00
Dundas, P. E. X, per

......... ciess oo 200
A friend, Shubenacadie .... 5 00
Stellarton, per Rev. T. Cam- .

MIDZ covesaaros sevosans 40 50

Geo. }ﬁmnt, Scotch Hill; at
disposal of }Iev. K.J.Grant 20 00
¢ Gratitude’ 25 00
Newport...... . 8 50
Brookfield, per T. Hamilton. 3 09
Mrs. G. Munio, New York.. 20 00
Per Rev. J. ¥. Campbell for
India Missions:
Lorway Mines...
Cow Bay..... ceseens |
Sydney, St. Andrew’s
urch... .. « .. 16 00
Sydney, new cong... 13 50
Leitch’s Creek oo....v 11 03
Joseph Haxt, = Esg.
Baddeck .........
Loch TLomond, both
congregationsee. . oo
St. Peters.eove euunss
Mabou, per Rev. A: F.
Thompson..... . 35 00
Broad Cove, per J

MecLean .78 00 213 38 472 98

Totalieieccrnon caeenane... 81408 86
DAYSPRING AXD JISSION SCHOOLS.

Acknowledged up to August 20th.. $203 86
Children of Harbour Grace..,.sv.0.. 100 00

seetecsrecsnee

----- TR R

6 ot Port Hastings, .eesecee.. 1200
Brookfield, col. by Emwma Harvey... 1 37
Dundes cuvevrveeveracesasoroseons. 100

Totalcovecareennare voeers. 5318 23

FOR S8UPPORT OF MR, J. A, AACDONALD, 318«
SIONARY TEACHER.

Acknowledged up to August 20.....8107

75

Ladies Sewing Circle M. Stewiacke.. 3 00
Ladies of LaHaves: veeevieneesiess 6350
Totals e creosncecrnnsenaanss 5117 25

BOME MISSIONS.

Acknowledged p to August 20th...$698 73
A friend, Halifex, with prayers. 4 00 s *

A. McKxranT,

St. Peter's Bay, P. E.1......, 16 00
Springside, Stewiacke..essens



.

* Qther expenses in

t
N \

296

Oct

A. McPhee, Caps Breton, per

Roy. E. A. McCardy....... 100
Dundag, P.E. L.iievveenens.. 500
Glenelg...coevuorenass, 23 00
Caledonia.cevecieaeees 17 75
East Rivels .- vceeeeese. 5 25 46 00
A friend, Shubenacadie.vvse.. 8§ 00
Newporteooeeveeiesresnseess 8 54
Interest on $500,6 mo at6p.c. 15 00 92 54

Total.covevneinenseer o450l 8701 2T
SUPPLEMENTING FUND.

Acknowledged up to August 20th...$480 38
St. Peter's Bay......c00eeeaes 10 00
8pringside, Stewiacke,.sou... 20 00
Dundas, P E. L.ccoeienensa. 10 00
A friend, Shubenacadie....... 5 00
Newport .c.evcevinreenssiee 886
“Gratitude” . ... cieeeeee 25 00 68 86

= ettt

Total.oveeiee sivoonaanrnne. . 8549 24
MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Acknowledged up to August 20th..$2202 79
St. Peter's Bay. .cceceiads o815 00
Dundas.. eceeeceseiiaes «o 500
Interest ot $1000, 6 mo. 6... 30 00
Dividend on prepaid calls, B. . H

856 87
Less by Dividend on 2 shares
B. N. 8,, credited in excess
12 Sept. NO.veveerseesnsss 16 00 40 87

Total.voeresossnoannonesss s 82243 66
S8YNOD FUND.

Acknowledged up to August 20th ..S1861 45
Elmsdaie, no expenss........85 75
Nine Mile River, no expenss.. 2 55
Port Hastings, C.B.,noexpense 8 72
St. Croix, no expense.. . 400
Dundas, no expense....... +. 7 00
Milford Section, no expense... 6 50
Gay's River.ceeeseessiesses o B 00
§t. Peter's Bay, no expense... 2 69
Kempt, 20 expense...cvseee.- 5.00 47 21

s i,

81908 66
AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.

Rov.J. W. Nelson . cvvneesncreereees b 00
Rev. J. D. McGilvray, 8rd donation.. . 5 00

MR. OHINIQUY'S MISSION.
‘William McKiel, Sheet Harbor....... $0 50

Btate of the .Aoccounts, Sept Z0
FOREIGK MISSION.

Belance due Treas. May 20.8 664 48
Hslf year salary to two mis-

gioneries in Trinidad.... 1218 68

Trinidad. 93 85

‘Widows allowsance 3 New
Hebrides Missionaries.... 60 00

Remittanceto Now. Hebrides 545 90 2520 99

-

The Home and Fovefgn Wecard,

Cr.

Collections. susssvevseses .. $1497 88 !
Drawn from Crerar Reserve 1000 00 2497 85

Balance due Treasurer....... $23 04
DAYSPRING AND MISSION SCHOOLS,

Balance on hand May 20 ..$1009 60
Receipts since that date.... 318 23 1327 §3
Expenditure..ecoveenes 117 6

Balance on hand...... .....8$1210 33
SUPFORT OF JOHN A. MCDONALD.
Receipts since May 20... .covveee. 118 25
CONTRA.

Remittance..sceeeessaene .. $100 00
Balance due Treas. May 20 . 35 25 1359

$17 00

EEXFYTYYY

Balanco due Treasurer..., 0.

PIOME MISSIONS.
Balance on hand May 20..81023 32
Collections since that date.. 791 27 1814 5
Expenditure..ovveeeiessisen.aeses 75200

—

Balance on hand... ..... ..8$1064 §

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.
Balance on hand May 20th..$608 3%

Collections since that date... 549 24 1157 53 §
Expenditure..eeevservesesseeasss. 1390 00 §

——

Balance due Treasurer....... $23) 18

MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Receipts since May Do ST

Balance dueTreas. May 20.8 421

Expenditure since. covee ... 2262 00 2683 31 B

——a

Balance due Treasurer....... 8639 57 J&

SYNOD FURD.
Belance on hand May 20..8 204 45

Collections to Sept. 20..... 1803 66 213 i
25298 N

Expenditure to date.......

Balance due Treasurer.......$421 2 § g

ACADIA MISSION,
Balance on hand May 20....$222 89

Receipts since that date...... 186 75 40914 S8

Expeuditure .,

—

Balance due Treasurer........ ST

" THE HOME AND FOREIGH REGORD,

Tax Home AND ToreiGX RECoRd &
under the control of 2 Committee of Synedt
and is published at Halifax by Mr. Jam
BARNES,

TERMS.

Single copies, 60 centa(3s.)each. Anyom :
remitting One Dollar will be entitled toz
single copy for two years :

Five copies and upwards, to ene addr i
59 cents (2s. 6d.) per copy. K

Ten copies and upwards, te ene address, 4
cents per copy, and every eleventh copy fies

sessvessrcscnenaes 41750 B
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ly done with far more succoss after His ad- | recorded! We seée here what is now woi
vent than before. Probably not more than | on within the vail—Christ is now appe%.g‘i‘gg

' fivo hundred persons believed in Jesus be- | in the presence of God for us.
fore His death, but after He had sent the V. 15,—The disciples had o great work to
Spirit three thousand persons were convert- | do in the world and Christ would have them
ed by one sermon of the Apostle Peter. i ;s

Thirdly we have the work of the Spirit.
3 Heo was to act upon the world, that is on the
world of sinful men. He was to reprove

5] them, another to convince them, that 1s, to
X} a[)p{f' the doctrines and statements of God’s
—-— word with such power to their heaxts and
) 83 consciences that they would receive and act

on them. This convietion is three-fold,

first, of sin. He would bring home to them
25 the guilt of their sins, and especially of that
greatest of all sins, their rejection of Jesus.
Secondly, of righteousness, that is Christ’s
spotless innocence, which was shown by His
resurrecti . and ascension, for God would

never have raised an impostor. This in-
0 volves the preciousness of His salvation,
and the facts that all who come to Him are
saved, and that none can be saved inany
other way. Thirdly, of jugdment, that is,
God will execute judgment on His enemies,
By the death of Christ Satan, the greatest
B of God’s enemies, was vanquished, and this
world,,in Which he had so long reigned
tn‘mnfxmnt, was torn from bis grasp. If
38 be has been thus punished, no other sinner
can hope to escape the judgments threaten-
edin God’sword. These three grand truths
B —that wo are all sinners, that Christ is
B able and willing to save us from sin and
BB from punishments, and that out of Him
BR there i3 no escape from the wrath of an of-
B {:nded God, it 33 the especial work of the
8 Holy Spirit to bring homa to the hearts of
W mcn, and if He did not thus mercifully in
B terpose, none of our lost race would ever
B come to Jesus.
M In the 14th verse the Saviour sums up the
B work of the Spirit in the statement that He
would Himself send him as His ambassador,
giving him His comamission and instructions
R to complete His great work. “He shall
B 1eccive of mine and shall show it unto you.”
&8 All the impressions which he produces tend
k to lead men to Jesus.

SECOND SABBATH,

1.S2x311mzr:x‘ :'—-Jesua interceding, John 17:
e 1521,
B The intercession of Christ was impres-
vely shadowed forth on the great day of
[ atonement when the High Priest went into
he most holy place with the blood of the
ictim and sprinkled it on and before the
8 merry seat, Christ has gone into Heaven
tselt taking with Him so to speak His own
% tlood on the ground of which He obtains
very needful blessing for His people. The
M tcount of the soleron proceedings of the
geat day of atonement as we find it recoxd-
edin the O, T., and what the Apostle says
in the Epistle to the Hebrews about the
superiority of Christ’s priesthood, should be
studied in this connection.
How thankful we should be that this
beautiful intercessory prayer of Christ con-
tined in this 17th ohepter of John has been

2l as

remain behind Him for a season; but Ho |
would provide for their safe keeping, No
evil gshould harm them. Some think the
meaning of the evil here is the evil one—the
devil : Christ would keep them from the
roaring lion, When His purposes with them
on earth should be accomplished He would
take them home to Himsegf, see v. 24, )

V. 17.~Sanctify—hoth in the O. T. sense
of dedication to God, and in the New of &
holy life. The truth was to be the means,
while the Spirit was the agent. All truth
—especially the truth concerning Himself,

V. 19. ~I' sanctify myself, Not that
Christ could make Himaelf holier than He
was. The idea is, T devote myself to God—
I givemysclf up asan offering.~ And Christ’s
object in doing thiz was that they might be
brought to devote themselves to Him, to do
His work and to Him a holy life,

V. 20.—Other believers down to the end
of time were to have an interest in Christ’s
intercession.

V. 2L.—The unity prayed for here is no
more eternal oneness, but the unity of the
Spirit, the unity which all believers have in
a common Lord and in s common Spirit.”
‘While all believers are one in Christ, their
unity has pot in the pastbeen manifested so
clearly as it ought; but at the present doy
we see & higher manifestation of their one-
ness. And when believers are fuged to-
gether by love, the world will then be com-
pelled to acknowledge the heavenly origin
of christianity, and to admit its claims.
‘What a happy day when the worst thing
the world can say of christians is, see how
these christian’s love one another.

LESSONS,

1. The fact of Christ’s intercession. He
pleads now in Heaven as really as He plead
on earth. *

2. Theefficacy of this intercession. ‘‘Him
the Father heareth always.,” Christ can
say, ‘ Father, I wilL” Seev. 24.

3. Believers ought to be entirely devoted
to Ohrist. If He sanctified Himself for
them, they ought to sanctify (that is, de-
vote) themselves to Him.,

4. Let all who love Christ strive to show
the oneness of believers., It is not enough
they are one, they must so speak, so act,
that the world can see they aro one.

THIRD SABBATH.

SUBIRCT :—Jesus the King, John xviif.
33-38. Qolden Text, Rev. xvil, ¢ 14,

Pilate was the Roman governor of Judes,
the representative of imperial power. Con-
sequently sentence from him had to be se-
cured before Jesus could by put to death.
Hence the appenrance of Jesus before Pilate
at ell. If the Jews could have condemnped
Him to dezth they would have done it ; and
gladly would they heve been spared the ne-
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cessity of going before the Roman governo
whom they hated.

But necessity knows no law; they musb
go ; oud thoy must go with a charge against
Jesus, For the churge see Luke xxviii. : 2.
It is three-fold. Pilate regardsonly the last
part of it, via., that which his acousers sny
about his being a kinﬁ.

V. 33.—Pilate had dealt with Ohvist’s
acousers (vs. 28-32), outside the judgment
hall, because they would notguin, Nowhe
deals directly with Jesus Himself, and that
he riay be the more free to speak with and
question Him he takes Him into the judg-
ment hall, out of the sight and hearing of
those that were without. There he puts
the question ‘‘Art thou the king of the
Jews,”

V. 34.—Christ wants to know whether
Pilato is merely repeating & question that
he has heard, or whether he is asking for his
own information. It scems as if Jesus, to
whom the secrets of all hearts are known,

yoeived down deep in the soul of Pilatean
indistinct longing after another king and
another kingdom than as yet he knew any-
thing of. And he would have Pilate give
expression’to it. Bubno, whatever he feels,
Pilate will make no acknowledgments. gis

ide is touched, and so he asks in reply,
‘dm I o Jew.” Thine own nation, Lc.

V. 36.—Jesus proceeds to answer Pilate
and to let hin. know that He :3  King, that
He kas 2 kingdom, but His kingdom is not
of this world. .

V. 37.—Pilate is perplexed. He cannot
understand Christ’s words. Hence he asks
egain, **Art Thou a king then, art Thou
really o king, or in what sense art Thou a
king.” Christ’s answer is, ** Thou sayest,
&c., or it 15 as thoun sayest, I am a king.
70 this end was I born. . . . tobear
witness unto the truth.,” At first sight this
seems to be aside from the point in hand,
but when the position and character of
Pilate are taken into account it will be seen
that 1t is & most appropriate answer. As &
Roman, and an educated Roman, Pilate
knew that tho great question that the dif-
ferent schools and sects tried to answer was,
* What is truth.” Now when Jesus here
says that He came exprassly te bear witness
to the truth, and that every one that is of
the truth hears His voice, He claims to know
all about tbe matter, He olaims to be king
in this realm. He s%eaka with authority.
Truth is Bis ; He is the truth ; and by the
truth he conquers and reigns, He is king
in the moral and spiritusl world.

V. 3%.—Whether Pilate undersiands
Christ fully or not ; or is bencfited person:
ally by the interview or not, he is convinced
of one thing, and that is, that Christ’s king-
dom wilt never interfere with Cmsar’s, He
may rule as a king in His_own realm.
Pilate sees nothing in Him or His words to

condema.

1.) Christ is a king.

2.} His kingdom is to be advanced by the
trath, Thete%ore lot us teach truth, the
truth, and nothing but the truth,

LEBSONS,

FOURTH SABBATH.

_StB3ECT :—~Jesus on the Cross, John xix,
25-30. Golden Toxt, Isaish liii. 6,

, Acting from polioy and not from convic-
tion and principle Pilate delivered up Jesus
to bo crucified. Whereupon the Jews seized
him and led him away to Calvary. Foran
account of their brutal conduot seo Mart,
xXvii, 27-33. A great company of poople
(sympathizers) followed Jesus as Ho went
to the oross, see Luke xxiil. 27-33. At
length the place is renched. There stands
the Saviour, His body all lacerated and torn
weak and exhausted, meek as a pencefui
harmless lamb. ‘Che oross is ready, Jesus
has borne it 0.+ His own shoulders ; now He
is to be lifted up on it, nailed toit. Itis
done. Jesus is on the oross. He is oruci-
fied, and that botween two thieves. Our
lesson restriots us to & few faots in connec-
tion with the orucifixion. 1st. The onlook-
ors, or at least a few of the onlookers, for
thero was a multitude looking on. Buf
these were the most deeply intorested spec.
tators ; the women who followed Jesus, the
three Marys, some say four, foremnost among
whom was Mary, the mother of Jesus,
They were faithful to the last. I -king
down Jesus sces dis mother and’John
stand by, ({for John was the disciple whom
He loved) and says, ** Woman behold thy
son!” Whereupon John takes her away to
his own home.

* This was an honor put upon John anda
testimony both to his prudence and to his
fidelity.”—Honry.

Jesus ‘525 beenon the cross for some hours,
He knows that the end draws nigh, thatthe
period of his passion is about to closa
** Now with the presentiment of victory his
thirst makes itself felt.”— Lange, Thei
is that Christ was so absorbed with His suf-
ferings (soul sufferings) that He did not fesd
the dreadful thirst, that always torments
the crucified ; butnow when they are closing
He feels the thirst ; hence His cry.

Vs. 29-30.—The soldiers gave him someof
the beverage which they are wont to drink,
sour wine, or vinegar and water, Thep
saturate a sponge with it and put it to His
lips and He drinks; and then He dies, ex-
cleiming as He dies, **It ise finished”
Grand utterance! finished the work that sy
Father gave Him to do—finished the work
that He undertook, finished for ever thy -
work of our salvation, f

LESSONS.  ° i

(1.) There were witnesses of Clirist’s desth f
-many witnesses. It is a well attosted
fact that Jesus died.

{2.) Women beheld Christ’s death. They .
were and still are among the most faithful
of Christ’s followers, g

(3.) Christ when dying providing for it
mother, teaches us to provide for those w
are near and dear to us. . i

(4.) Tn all His sufforings. Christ fullld
By kg Chris i Tew

5.} By dying ist conquered. 'Tws
as He gave up the ghost that Ho finishel
His work and overthrew Satan.




