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ON THE MASS.

As DMass is - 1c Supreme act of Worship in the Catholic
Church, we .nake it the first object of consideration to
our readers ; many of whom, we have reason to think,
koow nothing of it but from ite misrepresentation. We
deem it, thercfore, our duty to lay before the lovers of
trutha full, fair, and fuithfyl, exposition of it.

Thou arta Priest for cver, according to the order of
Melchisedeeh~Ps. 109, 4. Heb.5,6.
Tue Mass is accounted by Catholica the un-
bloody sacrifice of the now law ; and the most-
solemn and sacred part of their worslup Inits
whole ceremonial, and in the very robes the
priest puts on, when about to celcbrate, the pas-
sion of Jeays Christ is particularly alluded to;
and the dress represented, which our Supreme
Ponti ff wore at the time he offered himself up for-
us asa bloody sacrifice onthe cross. ‘The me-
anory of this bloody sacrifice is thus renewed ;
and, according to St.Paul, the death of our ZLord
s shewn forth till he come.~1 Cor. xi. 26.

Considering, thercfore, that this is the greatest
and most important aci uf the Catholic worship;
it may not be unacceptable to most persons tobe
informed of the meaning which this most ancient
and universal of all Christian Churches is wont to
attach to its several ceremonies.

‘Fhe priest, therefore, whengoing to celebrate,
puts over his head and ties about his neck a white
iinen cloth, called the Amice; as an embliem of
the bandkerchief, with which our Saviour on the
eve of his crucifixion was blindfolded by his ene-
mies ; who, spitting upon him, and smiting him
on the fuce, desired him in this state to prophecy
who it was that struck him.

Henextpuls on the 4%, a white linen robe,
which represents the white garment, o¢ fool’s
coat, with which King Herod ordered our Lord
tobe clothed in derision, as a fool. For; to this
day, in Eastern Countries, and particulatly a-
mong the Turks, the fool’s coat is white, em-
blematical ofhis spotless innocence. 1iis hence
also intended o denote the mystical robe of spot-
fess innocence and mental purity, siyled in the
gospel the wedding garment, (Matt xxit.11,12.)
with which the souls of those should be decked,
whe present themselves as guests at his divine
supper, or marriage-feast ; in which he comes to
wed himself fo our humanity ; that, as he says,
tfe may be in us, and we in him —John, 14, 20
—17,23.

‘The Girdle, Stole, and Manipule, signify the
cords, with which ho was bound, like a malefac-
for ; tied o the pillar to'be whipped ; and drag-
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ged by his executioners through the streets of
Jerusalem to Rlount Calvary.

The Chasulle, or upper vestment, significs the
purple garment, with wbich the Roman soldiery
in the Court of Pilate dressed him, as a mock
king; and on the back of his robe the figure of
thecross is cominonly secn represented ; because
he carried the cross on his sbouldersto the place
of his exccution.

Such were the Pontifical robes, in which our
High Priest himselfin person was pleased to of-
fer up for once the graat atoning, bloody sacri-
fice;{o his heavenly Father in our behalf : and
such in figure are still retained in the Catholic
Church, by those who a-e his representatives ;
through whom he continues still invisibly, in an
unbloody manner, to renew this same sacrifice ;
and to apply its merits to the 6ouls of all, and of|
each individvally, Yown to theend of time,

It is true, these robes of ignominy, on account
of the infinite worth anddignity of him who wore
thern, are now changed into robes of honour;
being madeof therichest stuffs that can be afford-
ed, magnificiently embroidered with gold and sil-
ver, and ornamented with precious gems. For
Cl}nst though he humbled himself in this life for
our sake, i3 now to be honourcd, exalted, and
glorified by all in all.

The candles are then lighted on the altar : the
meaning of which ceremony will be hereafter ex-
plained.

Then, as nothing renders usso scceptable to
God, as humility ; jbr ke rejects ¢* ¢ proud, end
gives his grace o the humble—Jaraes 4, 6 ; the
Mass begins with a most solemn act of that vir-
tue, The priest or prefate, who celebrates, with-
draws himselfin the firstinstance from the altar ;
hows himself down before it ; and strikes his
breast, like the humble publican in the gospel,
loudly acknowledges himselfa sinner, and guilty,
throughhis own repeated fault, of having griev-
ously offended his God in thought, word, and
deed. At the same time he invokes the prayers
of the whole court of heaven, in whose presence
he avows his unworthiness. Then putting bis
trust in the mercy of the Most High, saying :{].
Our kelp is in the name of the Lord, toho mude
heaven and earth—Ps. 123, 8 ; and begging that
his prayer may be heard, be goes up to the altar
and kissing it, prays God to takc away bis sins,
in oxzde‘rwtbat be may approach with a’ pure mind
to the Jioly of folies’; and through the merits of
the Saints; whose relics are there 3 s and of all the
Saints, Almighty God may the more rcaddy be

xnduced to forgwve_lim all his iniquities. Hc

then passes to the right hand side of the altar,
where he reads the Jntroi?, which is a sentence
or two of holy scripture, chosen analagous to the

feastof theday. He thence returns to the wsid-
dle of the altar, where, in the immediate pre-
sence of Jesus Christ, who is supposed residing in
the tabernacle under the sacramental form of the-
consecrated host, he makes tho solemn and re-
peated invocation of mercy, in! the Kyrie eleison
After this he recites that sublime act of praise to.
God, called the Gloria in excelsis. - Then kis-
sing again the altar, as the Almighty’s faotstool
and his throne of mercy, he turns round to the
people, and greets them with the scriptural salu-
tation : Dominius vobiscum ! or, the Lord le
with you—Gen, 48, 21; 2 Parab, 15,2, 19,11 ;
Job7,15; 2Cor. 13, 11, And he is answered
by the people, or by the cletk in their name :
Et curn spirituo tuo! 4nd with thy spirit ! Ho re-
turns again to the right-side of the altar, and ro-
cites tho Collecls, or prayers for the day. After
which follows the -Epistle, which is always se-
lected from the inspired writings of the prophets
or apestles, and alluding pariicularly to the sub-
jeet of the feast that is celebrated. The book is
then changed from the right totheleft-hand side,
where the Gospel for the day, selected from one
of the four evangelists, and alluding also to the
occasion of the solemnity, is read. Previous {o
this, the celebrator, on crossing the altar, bows
dowi before the middle of it, and prays that God
of his free mercy would vouchsafe to purify his
heart and lips, ashe did thosc of his prophet Isa-
ias with a burning coal, in order that he may wor-
thily and adequately announce the Gospel ta the
faithful. On his naming aloud the Gospel, alt
present stand up, to shew their respect for. the
words of the Redecmer; and their readiness to
walkin that path of perfection, which he himself
in person has deigned to point outto us: and
withthe priest all signthemselves on the forcheade
mouth, and breast, with the sign of the cross, to
signify that their countenance shall mever blush
for theignominy of the cross of Christ ; that their
Iips shall ever readily confess their belief in their
crucified God ; and that they shall ever cherish
in their hearts that faith which he has taught, and
the remembrance of all he has done and suffered
for them,

I must here observe that the Catholic Church
altaches a mystical meaning cven to-the act of
shifting the Afissal, or Mass-book, from one side

ofthe alter (o the other, She thereby indicates
the loss susipined by the Jews of the Gospel of‘ -

Jesus Chrxst, their Messmh and of the true faith °

¢
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and fulfilment of the promise ; for not having
attended, as they ought to have done, to the true
spirit of the prophets and inspired writers, whose
preachings and writings were first directed to
them, but are now made over to the Gentiles.

The priest then recites the Nicene Creed, or
profession of the Christian and Catholic belief,
standing before the middle of the altar ; to shew
that, in-matters of faith, one is not to swerve to
either side, but to bave God alone in view, the]
center of truth and unily, wko has revealed it.
This circumstance indicals also that the faith is
offered alike to Jew aad Gentile. At the words;
Ethomo factus est, And he was made man, all
present kneel, to shew that they adore him as
God who had made himself Man, After kissing
the altar, e turns round to the people, and re-
peats tpe Dominius vobiscum. Thereby wish-
ing the Lord to be with them to confirm their
faith ; and the same wish is expressed in the Et
cum spiritu tuo.

He now proceeds to the Offertory, and dedi-
cates fo Almighty God the elements of the sacri
fice, the bread and wine, which are thus set aside
to be consecrated. After first offering up the
bread, he prepares the cup for oblation in a man-
ner that indicates a mystery ; as appears fromthe
words of the prayer he recites on the occasion
He first pours the wine into the chalie, without
previously blessing it. Then he blesses the water]
with the sign of the cross, a mere drop of which
he mixes with the wine. The prayer recited at
the same {ime is, as follows : Deus, qui humanz
substanti® dignitatem mirabiliter condidist, et
miribilius reformasti ; da nobis per hujus aqua
et vini mysterinm ejus divinitatis esse consortes,
qui humanitatis nostre fieri dignatus est ~particeps,
Jesus Christus filius tuus, qui tecum vivit et reg-
pat in s®cula seculorum. O God, who hast so
wonderfully constituted the dignity of the human
substance,and still more wondexfully reformed it;
grant us through the mystery of this water and
wine to be partakers of the divinity of kim, who
deigned to become a partner in our lumanity
Jesus Christ thy Son, who lives and reigns with
thee, workd without end.

From this prayer it would appear that by the
union ofthe water with the wine is designated in
. the first place the union of the human nature with
the divine, in the person of Jesus Christ; and in
the second place, the union of the blessed with
the Deity in the kingdom of heaven. On this
account the drop of water, which represents the
humanity, is blessed before its union with the
wine, which is not blessed, as it represents by
its more valuable substance the Deity; the source
itself is all benediction‘ and doesnot therefore re-
quire, like the other substance to be presanctified.
And as the drop of water igin a manner lost and
swallowed up in the greater and more estimated
substance the wine; so in Jesug Christ the bhu-
man person was 50 jgst and totally absorbed or
swallowed up, 28 we may say in the divine na-
ture, as that only one person remained in this

Man -Gpd after the incarnation, namely the se-

2

cond person of the adorable Trinity : for in this
mystery God made himself like untoman ; a Be-
ing, though but one person, consisting of two dis-
tinct substances, a body and a soul ; in order to
restore him to his own image and likeness, to
which he was first made ; but which sin bad im-
paired. This little, and apparently trifling cere-
mony, in as far as it represents the union of man-
kind with the %ty in the kingdom of heaven,
shews how little 11 creatares are, when compar-
ed with the Cigmn thatas the prophet says,
Al the nations are but like the @rop of a-bucket
before him. Isaias %1. 15, In Masses for the
Dead, the drop of waterisnot, as in other Masses,
presanctified with the sign of the Cross; repre-
senting, as it does, that portion of human kind,
whose sanctification is confirmed ; and such as
secures for ever their final union with the Deity.

The prayersrecited during the Offertory by the
priest, as he bows down before the altar, are all
expressive of the general ends, for which the
sacrifice is offered up : that is, for the glory of
God, to the honou:: of his saints, and as a propi-
tiai'?n for his own sins in particular, for those of
the faithful present ; and for the sins of all man-
kindin general ; as also for the repose of the faith-
ful Weparted. Then, turning round, he bids the
bretifen pray that their common sacrifice may be
acceptable to God the Jather Almighty : and
these answer, or the clerk in their stead : May
the Lord receive the sacrifice from thy hands to
the praise anddglory of his own mame ; for our
890d, qmd that of his who_li,lfgly Church.

After the Secreta, which are prayers corres-
ponding in number and meaning with the Collects,
and which the priest recites in a low voice ; he
calls aloud on the hearers to raise up their bearts
and give thanks to God. They answer him that
they have done so, and that to thank him is meet
and just, Thenhe begins what is called the pre-
face, or introduction to the Canon of the Mass,
with these words ¢ Jt is truly meet end just,
right and salutary, thet we always and in all
places give thanks to thee, O Lord ! holy Father,
Amighty and cternal God ! &c. then some par-
ticular reason, or mystery is assigned, for which
we ought to praise him on the occasion ; after
which he concludes in the following sublime
strain : Therefore together with the Angels and
Archangels, with the Thrones and dominations,
and with the whole host of heaven, do we sing un-
to thee without end, Holy! holy! holy! Lord
God of Sabaoth ! The heavers and the carth are
| filled with thy glory. Hosannah in the highest !
Blesséd is he who cometh in thename of the Lord.
Hosannuh in the highest !

Next follows the Canon, the most sacred and
invariable part of the Mass, in which the priest
addresses himself in secret to God alone ; but
which may be seen, with all the rest, translated
verbatim in most Catholic prayer-books. The be-
nediction is renewed over the elements, and the
particular ends in behalf of the living, for which
the Mass is offered up are commemorated in the

Memenlo, The priest, now about o consecrate,

spreads his hands over the bread and wine, and
beseeches God to receive our oblation, and graut
us peace in our days ; to save-us from perdition,
and cause us to be reckoned among the chosen.
Then, as our Lord did at the last supper, and
commanded his apostles to do also, he takes first
the bread, and blessing it, begs that God would
now convert the oblation into the bedy and blood
of his beloved Son. He repeats then over it the
words of Christ: Hoc EST ENIM CORPUS
yEUM, This i3 my body ; immediately adoyes,
and rising elevates the consecrated host.—In
like manner he takes the cup, and blessing it
pronounces over it these words of our Lord :
Hic EST ENIM CALIX SANGUINIS MEI KOVI
TESTANENTI, QUOD PRO VOBIS ET PRO
MULTIS EFFUNDETUR IN REMISSIONED!
PEcCATORUM. Zhis is the cup of my blood of
the New Testament, which for you and for many
shall be shed, for the remission of sins. Mati.
26, 26, 27, 28. After which he adores alsa, and
elevates the now comsecrated species of wine :
no ways doubting but that the same omnipotent
word, that called up all things out of nothing, is
fully able to perform whatever he has promised {o
do.

Here now, in the opinion of Catholics, is ren-
dered present the immaculate Victim, so foretold
by the prophets, and particularly by Malachy in
these words : From the rising qf the sun to the
going down thereof (that is, from one extremity
of the earth to the other) great is my name among
the Gentiles : and in every there is sacri-
fice, and therg—eOffered up Y my name u pure
oblation ; for my name is great among the Gen-
tiles, saith the Lord of Hosts, &c. Mal. 1, 11.

The Elevation denotes the raising up of our
Saviour on the cross. It thus also exhibits to the
faithful the object of their faith, hope, and love ;
who is no longer exposed as on Mount Calvary,
to the derision and blasphemy of the public, but
to the adoration, praise, and invocation, of the
grateful creatures, whom he has redeemed.

’The apparently lifeless state in which this.di-
vine Victim lies on the altar, with his blood seem-
ingly separated from his body, under the distinct
species of the bread and wine, represents his
state of death upon the cross, after having poured
out the last drop of his sacred blood for our ran.
som,

The priest then beseeches Almighty God fo
look down with a propitious contenance on this
our sacrifice, ashe did on that of the just Abel,
of Abrabam and of his high priest Melchisedech.
Then, bowing down, and kissing the altar, he
prays that he, and all who participate with him in
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, may be re-
plenished with all heavenly grace and benedic-
tion,

Next follows the Memento for the dead, in
which are recommended to the special mercy of
God the souls of those, for whom the priest in-
tends more particularly to intercede, and next
the souls of all the faithful departed.

In the Nobis quoque peccaloribus he returns to
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us supplicatiens in his own behalf, and that of all
sinners 3 besceching Almigity God, in the mul-
titude of his mercics, tgvouchsafe to grantusa
portion and association With his saints, not from
.ny consideration of our merit, but from that of
lis own mercy and readiness to forgive, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, &c. Then, uncovering
ilie chalice, and kneeling, he takes the host, and
malkes with it three crosses over the cup, and two
towards himself and the people, saying: By
schom (viz. Jesus Christ) thow createst, sancti
fiest, vivifiest, blessest, and givest to all of us
these geod things ; through him, with him, and
in him, to thee, O God the Father, toge-
ther with the koly Spirit, (hero he putsthe host
over the chalice, and,elevating them both toge-
ther, continues) is all ionour and glory, Then
Yaying down the host on the altar, he kneels, and
rising covers tlic chalice, concluding the cere-
mony with these words : Per omnia sxcula se-
culotum. Amen? Forld without end. rnen,
Here  almighty God is’ acknowledged as the
Creator, sanctifier, and vivifier of the elements
now changed into the heavenly hread of life;
who has given us, together with ail other good
things, this most precious of all gifts : to whom
therefore all glory and bonour is rendered as his
due.

By the descent of the host upon the chalice,
and the three crosses made over it, a mystical
allusionis made to the descent of the second per-
<on of the blessed Trinity upon our carthin Ju-
dea in form of man, and his preaching there first
tothe Jews the mystery of the Trinity and the
cross ; from whence this faith procceded forth
wwards us, the Gentiles. Yet only two crosses
are made on our side, to intimate that the great
end of revelation is not completed, till both Jews
and  Gentiles are finally united in the same
Church : which, according to the prophecies,
must happen before the end of the world ; and
ere the Church basrendered to God all that ho-
nour and gldry, and paid tohim  the full measure
of that homage which he expects from her, be-
fore the final consummation of this universe.
"Therefore is the hostreturned back tothe chalice,
and both are elevated together, with these words :
Omnis honor et gloria. Al honour and glory.
When after kneeling}yas was said, he rises and
covers the chalice withthe words per omnie, &c.
signifying that all true believers, Jews and Gen-
tiles, shall in the end be united and raised up with
Christ ; and shall reign with him for ever and
¢ver.

The Lord’s prayer is now solemnly recited.
After which, having prayed that God would de-
liver us from all evils past, present, and to come ;
and, through the intercession of his saints, would
propitiously grant us peace in our days; that,
aided by his mercy, we yay be ever preserved
from sin, and secured against all trouble ; the
pricst takes up the host ; and, breaking it, te
shew that our Saviour’s body was bruised and
broken forus, puts a small portion of it into the
chalice, with these words : may. this mizing and

consecration redound to the life everlusting Qfl
us, who veceive it! Deaning, that now is
mixed and consccrated, spread out and prepar-
ed for us, our celestial banquet, to the worthy par-
ticipation of -hich eternal life is annexed ; and
1o the participation in which the Little ones, and
the unwise, or those who are simple enough to
beliove it, vhat wisdom has declared it to be—
Prov. 9, and John 6, 64. It is to this banquet
that the royal Prophet alludes, asfollows: Zoun
hast prepared before me a table against those who
afflict me. Ps, 22; 5, M

God who lakest away the sins of the world, have
mercy wpon wus, &c. Grant us peace! In
Masses for the dead, grant them rest! After
which the celebrator prays in secret that God
would not have in view his sins, butonly the faith
of his Church ; and, that he who said, my peace I
leave you ; my peace I give you ; would, as he
sees best, grant her peace and unity : and that,
having in concurrence with the will of the Father,
and the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, by his
death given life to the world ; he would also de-
iliver him (the cclebrator) by means of this holy
|Sacrament of his body and blood, from sin and will
gvils ; and make bim so to abide by the divine
‘commandiaents, as never more to be separated
from his God. Knecling then, he rises and takes
the hostinto his hands, with these words : fwill
receive the bread of heaven, and invoke the ngme
of the Lord. Then striking bis breast thrice, he
repeats, udapting them to his own case, the words

!of the humble centurion, mentioncd in the gospel :

Domiue, non sum dignusut intres sub tectum me-
um ; sed tantum dic verbo, et senabitur anima mea.
Lord, I am not worthy that thow shoudest enfe.

under my roof : but say only the word, und my soul
{shall be healed. He signs himself then with the
ihost, and receives it, saying : May the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ preserve my soul unto life ever-
lasting ! Uncovering the chalice, he then takes it
up, saying : 3Vhat shall Irelurnto the Lord for
all that he has giventome?  Iwill takethe chalice
of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord,
and I'shall be savad from all mine enemies.—Ps.115.
3. Then, signing himself in like manner with the
cup, he takes it, praying, also, that the blood of our

ever'asting. After which he purifies, or washes
out the chalice, repeating other prayers to the like
purpose. The ablusive waier and wine at the end
of the sacrifice, reminds ue of the water mixed with
blood, which flowed from the Saviour’s weunded
side at the conclusion of his bloody sacrifice on the
Cross.

The Pricst now passes to the right-hand side of
the altar, to which again the book is restored : and
there reads the communion sentence, commonly
some text of the scripture : and then returning to
the middle of the altar, he bowing kisses it ; and
srning round towards the people, washes now the
Liord to be with them, to make them bencfit by the
holy sacrifice, at which they have just assisted.
The restortion of the book to its former place in-

.

Next is repeated the Agnus Dei, or Lamb of]

Lord Jesus Christ may preserve his soul unlo‘ifcl

dicates the restoration of the faith and the gospel to
the Jews before the end of the world,  Xe returns
to the book and reads from it the Posi-comnmunion
prayer ; after which ho repoats from the middle of
the altar the fte, missa est, which is the formal an-
nunciation that the mass is now concluded. Again
bowing before the altar, the priest begs of the holy
‘Trinity to receive our oblation, so that it may prove
advantageous to all present, and to the whole ol
mankind, Then raising up his hands to heaven,
and turning round to the hearers, he makes the sign
of the cross towardsthem, pronouncing over them
the words of the benediction. Benedicat vos om'™
nipotens Deus, Pater, Filius, et Spiritus, Sanctus!
May the Almighty God bless you, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy (host! The whole service is
concluded with the gospel, commonly taken from
the first cnapter of St. John, in which the divinity
and incarnation of Jesus Christ are so sublimely
and clearly announced.’

I were endless to give all the other mystical
meanings and particular allusions to the passion ol
our Lord, which Catholics attach to the ceremonies
of the Mass.  But this plain and simple exposure ot
it may suffice to shew how free it is from any thing
savouring of idolatry or superstition ; and how
very replete, on the contrary, it is with the most
fervent and humble supplication, and with the most
sublime acts of praise and homage to the Deity.

But why, one will ask, is it constantly said in
Latin, and not in the vulgar idiom of each country,
which is best understood by the genorality of the
hearers ? The reasons assigned 1. » this custom, are
the following.

13 Because it isan act of prayer and adoration,
directed to God alone : not a discourse or exhorta-
tion made to the understanding of the hearers : whe
arc otherwise taught from their earliest infancy how
to assist devoutly at mass,and to join in the common
intention, for which it is offered up, The Jews of-
ten did not so much as seethe priest, while he of-
fered up sacrifice for them : much less did they hepr
and understand the prayers he said at the time : as
appears by what is related in the gospel of Zacha-
rias, the father of St. John the Baptist.—Luke 1, 21.

29 Because Catholics do not consider their
Churchas a national, but ag 2 Catholic or universal
one. They, therefore, use in this, the greatest act
of their worship, as well as in the administration of
the sacraments, @ Catholic or universal language;
which, withal, is most generally understood ; and
is; Jike what they consider their Church to be, one
and unchangeable,

3° Because itisone of the three languages con-
secrated on the tree of the cross in the inscription
hung over the head of our Saviour ; which, as the
evangelist thinks it worth while to remark, was
written in Greek, in Hebrew, and in Latin ; part
of all which are admitted into the Mass.  These
also, having become dead languages, are thoreby
no more liable to change, and scem best calculaterd
to preserve in allits original and primitive meaning
the sacred Liturgy of the Christian Church.

The bread used in this sacrifice, is not common

and leavened, but unleavened bread : such as our |
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Saviour must have used at his lact supper.  For it
wag death by thelaw of Moses for any one to eat,
or even to keep in his house leavened bread at the
paschal time.  Of such a serious breach of the Mo-
s1ir law our Lord was never once accused by his
enemics, who sought every opportunity of bringing
fiim in guilty of some capital crime.

T'he shape itself of this bread is determined ; wnd
and the round form is not undersignedly given it.

Vor the circle was considered by most pations as
the emblem ofperfection and perpetuity, the most
peculiar attributes ofthe Deity,

Tlus bread is also considered as an cmblem of

tians, for the first three hundreed years of the Chris-
tian ara, were generally obliged, in order to scrcen
themsclves from the fury of their heathen persccu-
tors, 10 hold their assemblies during the night, and
often in subterraneous retiriements : both which cir-
cumstances tendered lamps or candlesan indispen-
sable accompaniment to divine worship. 'This
practice, alrcady of so lunera standing, and render-
el venerable on account of those who had followed
it, the Church, from the date of her independance
and rising grendeur under Constantine the Great,

lhas ever since thought proper to retain. The Chris-

tians on particular festivals and joyful occasions, be-

the mystical body of Christ, the €hurch. 1 Cor. v.
17or, as the bread is one whole, composed of ma.y,
particles coliering toge ther, and emalgamated by
weans of water ; so the Church is but oue whole,
composed of many members adhering together and
united with theirsupreme head Jesus Christ, by
means of the water of baptism ; as also by their
participation in his other sacraments, but abeve all
in this Sacrament ofthe Altar ; which unites us so
closely to our Linrd, that as he himself expresses it,
1~ may bs in kim and hein us.—John 11 20. Tt
ys also worth remarking with that propriety in so so-
1omn and sacred a service every gesture and motion
is regulated, roasto leave as little as possible to
personal awkwardncss or affectation.

I should think it not casy to find in so short .
service as this, which lasts not more than half an
hour, such variety of most appropriate prayer, put;
up for ourselves and alt mankind : such sublime and
fervent acts of humility and repentance, of feith,
hope, aund love of God and mau, of supreme homa-
we and adoration to the Deity . in five, such deep

sacred meaning, such full, just, and edifying allu-:

<ion to the great mystery of the redemption, tue -
finite merits of our Saviour, and their application to

our souls, Yet this partof the Catholic worship, |j

which isso pregnant with all that is, and must be
accounted mostboly anddivine, by every onc pro-
iessing himself a Christian, is often, neertheless,
from a profound ignorance of the intention of the
worshippers, styled, in devision, mere mummery :
aithough the Church of England herself in her litur-
gy has thought proper to copy after it.  Ifsuch ce-
remonies, however, are but mummery, whatare we
10 ‘hink of those used even by Jesus Christ himself ;
for instance, when he gave sight to the man who
was born blind ; and restored speech and hearing to
bim who was deaf and dumb > -John. 9. 6. Mark.
7. 33,

e ety s
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Osigizal.

Oa the custom of lighting up the Altars, and illuminatiog
the churches.

Tre custom of lighting up the altars and illumin-
aling the churches, seems to have derived its origin
from the circumstance that it wss under night, and
consequently with artificial light, that our Saviour
hield the last Supper with his Disciples ; and insti-
tuted the sacrifice of the new law. During Mass,
therefore, which Catholics consider as the comme-
roomtion and renewwal of what was then done, can-
&cs are universally lighted. The primitive Chris-

1=

ing now f{rec, would naturally illuminate on a
larger scale : and heace likewise is derived the cus-
tom that prevails in all Christian nations, of making
illuminations on occasion of vicwories gained by
their fleets or armics ; or when any public prospe-
rous cvent happens to take place. For we no where
read that, before the epoch mertioned, any such
demonstration of publie gladness was customary in
any part of the universe.—In the Jewish Church
lowever, to which the Christian succeeds, lights
were always used, with the same spiritual meaning
and allusion as in the Catholic Church.

For Catholics, invariably attach 2 mystical mean-
ing to this ceremony of lighting up their churches.
They conceive that visible thingsmay be very pro-
perly used as signs of invisible and spiritual things:
and that, as the water used in baptism is a sign of
the grace of God and virtue of the bleod of Christ,

presentin its stead, and underits form. Should
they in this supposition " e mistaleen, their homage
is never dirccted to theglements ofhread and wine,
which they beliove b longer there ; but to him,
who, they think, bas assumed theie form, In the
Church of England one kneels to receive the bare
clements : and why may not one do so ag innocent-
ly in the Church of Rome, to rcceive what ho con-
siders as his Saviour really present 1 Indeed, were
this doctrine as idolatrous, absurb and unscriptural,
as mauy suppose it ; could it be thought that such
a vastproportion of the most learned in the uni-
terse would glory in professing it as one of the ar-
ticles of their faith 2

Were a Catholic, who should be heard upo the
subject, to assign his reasons for such a belicf, he
would simply state that he sces nothing absurd in
supposing it possible for God to change onc subs-
tanceinto another, or even destroy, what ho has
created out of nothing. We oursclves, all living
creatures, and even the pluntsof the earth, have
received from God the power of changing, though
in a natura} way, onc substance into another, My
meat and drink I Zransubstantiate, if I may use the
expression ; changing it slowly by digcstion into
my flesh and blood ; and rise gradnally froman
puny infant into the perfect and full-grown man.—
And shall God himself not have the power, if ke
pleases, in a supernatural way, to change ina mo-
ment the elements of bread and wine into his flesh
and blood as man ; or to substitute himrelf in person

that purifies the soul from the stains of sin ; so the
lights in charches denote the light of faith brought
into he world by Jesus Christ, who is himselfstyled
by Simeon in the Gospel, alight to enlighten the
Gentiles. A light is therefora kept ever burning
tn Catholic churches, before the tabernacle, where
jthe blessed sacrament is preserved. Lamps and
lights are hikewisc seen frequently suspended before
the pictures and images of the Saints ; because they
also are styled by vur Saviour the light of the world:
as also to indicate that we believe them not dead or
extmguished, but alive with God, each shidng in
the presence of the father of lights with a greater or
less degree of splendor, according to their merits ;
and illuminating the ceclestial mansions of bliss
above.

Onginal.

ON THE REAL PRESENCE, OR TRANSUBSTAN-
TIATION.

Tue worship shewn by Roman Catholics to the
sacrament of the altar, is blamed as idolatrous,
from a misconception of the genuine principles and
real inlentions of the worshippers ; for it is surely
according to theintention of the warshipper that
onc is to judge of the nature of the worship itself ;
and when it is evident that there is no intention to
worship the creature, but only the Creator, the one
true and living Gog, how can such worship be con-
strued into idolafry 2 It is very whl known by
all who have chosen to make themselves acquainted
| with the real beliefof Catholics, that by all the ho-
nours they pay to the sacrament, they intend merely

intheir stcad, and under their form? Such an
idcaof the omnipotent and all-disposing power
of God it is not unbecoming the creature tw
have of she Creator. The more wonderful and in-
comprehensible it ig, the more itis a proper object
of our faith ; and the greater homage is done to the
divine veracity, by implicitly belicving it on the
word of God. The Trinity, the most fundamentat
article of the Christian’s faith, is fully as inexplica-
ble 2 mystery ; as well asthe incamation of the
Son of God, and even the resurection of the dead,
which we all believe. Whatever is conirary to
reason must be absurd ; but whatis above reason
may be believed, provided we have sufficient autho-
rity for believingit. And this autbority the Catho.
lic thinks he has for believing in the Real Presence
in the express declaration of Jesus Christ himsclt
1at %is last supper to his disciples ; anil in that which
= had made before  while preaching in the syna-
gogue at Capharnaum, when be suffered many of
his followers to leave him, because they thought
what be had spoken ¢ hard saying, and would net
believeit. John vi. 27,

Indeed, as to scripture-authority for this doctrine,
1 am apt to think that there is no article whatever ot
the Christian’s belief so clearly, so strongly, and so
sepeatedly inculcaled in holy writ, as this one of
the Real Presence. It would scem as if our Lord,
foreseeing the great opposition this doctrine would
meet with in after ages, had judged it necessaty
to be the more clear and explicit on this head.—~
The words at the iastitation of this sacrament are
the most plain and uncquivocal possible. Wik

ito svorehip Jesus Christ, whom they suppose really ||

they were at supper, Jesus took bread and blessed it
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and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, suying ;
tuke and cat ; Tuits 18 Y noov. Lnd, taking
the chalice, he gave thenks, and gave it to them,
saying ! drink ye dll of this; for THIS I8 MY
RLOOD OF i1t NEW TESTAMENT, which shall
be shed for many, for the remission of sins, Matt.
xxvi. 26, 27,28,

Much I know, has been sritten and said by
Protestants in order to force ameaning on these
words different from what they naturally imply.—
But itis somewhat strange that they who pretendto
regulate their faith on all occasions by the letter of
1he law, and not by any one's interpretation, depart
in this instance so far from their professed rule of|
{aith asto receivo a hundred different whimsical in-
terpretetions, rather than abide by the simple,
plain, and obvions meaning v’ the text.  Zhis is
my body which is given for you. Then it was his
body, and no more bread ; unl <s we say that he
could not makeat what he affirmed it to be.  Z'his
is my blood of the New Zestament, which shall be
shed for many for the remission of sins. Then, if
he spoke truth, it was his blood, and not wine,
twhich was nevershed for the remission of sins.—
Why thus scek to force a fanciful meaning on that
whichis so clearly, positively, and unfiguratively
spoken ?

If we wish the meaning further explained, let us
hear how our Saviour himself explains it, John vi,
97. After giving a most siriking proof of his om-
nipotence by feeding five thousand persons inthe
desert with only five barley loaves and two fishes ;
afording thereby also amost sensible figure of the
manner in which he reproduces in tae hands of his
pastors the bread of life, which he was going to des-
cribe : when the people, after seeking him every
where inorder to make him their king, had at last
found aud saluted him, he prepares them for the
stupendous doctrine he was about to disclose, by ex-
horting them {0 scek not the bread that perisheth, but
that which endureth unto life everlasting ; and by
shewing the neceesity ofbelievingin bim. They ask
him therefore what wonder he wrought to confirm
their belief ; mentioning, asa motive for their belief|
in Moses, the prodigy of the manna in the desert;
of which their forefathers had caten. Upon thishe
tells them that Moses had not given them bread
from heaven, (for the manna had only descended
from the clouds, and was merely a figure of what
he was about to reveal) bdut my Futher, sayshe,
gives you truce dread from heaven ; forthe bread of
God i he, who descended from heaven, and giveth
bis life for the world, As yet they did not well
comprehend him, and therefore they said : Lord,
giveus always this bread. Then Jesus says to
them : F am the bread of life : ke, who comes to me
skall not be hungry, and he, who believes in me, shall
pever thirst. Thenhe complains of their unbelief:
tells them that they, whom the Father gives him,
will come to him ; and that he will not cast them
away, nor lose any of them ; but that he will raise
them upat the last day. In fine, he assurcs them
that it isthe will of his Father, that all who see
bim and believe in him, should hkave cternal life,

and be raised up at the last day,

Why so much preliminary exhortation to belief ;| and life giving food of the soul : and he concludes
unless the doctrines, he was going to broach, re-! by resuming, and putting into one short sentence,
quired a more than ordinary degree of faith 2 In | his whole doctrine on this head.  This is the bread
fact, the Jews already began to murmur at his hav-of life which came down from heaven. Not as your

ing said that he was the living bread 1 1 came down
fron heaven : and considering only his earthly ex-
traction, they said kow cazt this mun tell us that he
came dowon  from heaven ? Then Jesus answered
and said : Murmur not among yourselves ; no man
can come (o me, except the Futher, who huas sent
me, draw him, «n I will raise im up at th:
last day. Jnce more be insists on their implicit
faith, and again rer 2ws the promise of eternal life to
those, who believe in him. At last, he revealsin
the clcarest, most explicit, and intelligible manner
this important and wonderful doctring, for the hear-
ing of which he had previously taken such pains to
prepare them.

I am, says he, the bread of life. Your fathers
did eat manna in the desert, and are dead. This
18 the bread that came down from heaven ; that,
if anj one cat of it, he may not die. I am the
living bread, who came down from heaven. If|
any one eat of this bread he shall live for ever
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the
life of the world, The Jews therefore strove
among themselves, saying, how can this man give
us his flesh to eat ?

Now, at length, they had caught his meaning :
and Jesus, who could not be ignorant of thesense
in which they understood him; and which was evi-
dently the literal one ; confirms them in it by still
more plain, emphatical and poir‘ed declarations on
the subject. For taking up hi asseveration at
the very difficulty or objection they had started,
and adverting to their own very words, he says
in the most solemn manner : Ferily, verily I say
unto you ; unless jou eat the flesh of the Son of|
Man, and drink his blecod, you shall not have life
in you. Heho :ats my flesh, and drinks my blood
hath eterncllife , and I will raise him up at the
last day. X.r my fiesh is meat indeced ; and my
blood is drink indced. e who eats my flesh and
drinks;my blood, abide in me, and Iin him.

This is pretty clear, I should think, and more
satisfactory on the subject in question, than all the
expositions of all the reformers of his doctrine ever
since his time. Nor did the Jews indeed mistake
him ; nor was he ignorant that they understood him
in the literal sense. Yet so far is he from wishing
them to conceive ait, as Protestanis do, in a merely
figurative sense, that he affirms his doctriuc fo be
as necessarily true in the literal sense which had
so offended them, as that the living Father has sent
him, and that he lived by the Father. s the
Father, says he, Ahas sent me ; and as 1 live by
the Father ;50 he who eateth me, the same also
shall live by me. No declaration ever before or
since made to man could be more awful, solemn
and positive than this, Yet all thisis not enough.

He returns to whathe had affirmed from the begin-
ning . shews the excellence of this heavenly bread

above that of its figure, the manna, which only pro-
longed alittle the !ifo of the body, waile that which
he had promised to give, wasintended as the living

'n

Jathers did eat manna, and are dead. Hewho
ealeth this bread, shall live for ever. This, adds
the evangelist, ke spoke, teaching in the synago-
gue at Caphernaum : which circumstanco proves
that he wished this doctrine to be considered by
the Jews, rs a most essentially important once,
which he had so formally taught in their synagogue.
Many thercfore of his disciples, conlinues the
same evangelist, hearing this, said, this is a hard
saying and twho can hear it? But in what was
this a hard saying, if he meant it only, as Protes-
tants would haveit to be understood 2 Was there
any thing hard, espec’ally toa Jew, who was so
accustomed to figurative eating and drinking, to
suppose that bread might be eaten in memory of
his body, which was broken, and wine drunk, in
memory of bis blood which was shed forthe re-
mission ofsins ? And if he really meant it to be
understood only in this sense why did he not un-
deceived his hearers, who, he knew, murmured af
his words, only because they took them in theis
plainest and most obvious meaning. He undoub-
tedly would have done so, had they implied any
other sense, than the one they naturally conveyed.
‘etinstead of doing so, and in order to leave no
doubt but that they were meant in the very sense,
in which they were taken, woread asfollows : But
Jesus  knowing within himself that his disciples
murmured at this, said unto them: doth this of
fend you? IWhat if you shall see the Son of Man
ascend up where ke was defore? pulling them in
mind that he was God who spoke, who had des-
cended from heaven, and would ascend up thither
again : and that therefore they ought to belicye
what seemed so hard to them, because it was
he who affirmed it. It is wiitten, said he, in the
Prophets, they shall all be taught of God, John
6. 45. Those taught of man, cannot soar beyond
the narrow spere of human conception : while those
taught of God, can take his infallible word for their
security ; well knowing that he can do infinitely
more than they can compreliend. He scts them
right as to the mistaken notion they had concern-
ing the eating of his body; which they very natu-
rally, but erroneously supposed intended for thejr
bodily food like the dead flesh of their victims :
whereas it wag meant as the spiritual and living
food of thesoul, M is the spirit, said he, that
quickens : the flesh profiteth nothing. The words, .
that Thave spoken to you, are spirit and life. Rut
there are sume of you, added he, who believe not :
for Jesus knew from the beginningwho they were,
who did not believe, andluwho ke was, who would be-
tray him 5 and ke said : therefore did £ say upto
yow that no one can come o me, unless it be
given him by my Father. That is evidenfly the
grace (o believe the doctrine which he had just
taught, and in that very sense, v.hich had so offend-
edthen. From that time,it i added, meny of his
discip.cs went back, and walkes no more with kim:

Yet hoallowed thewm to goaway, without tndecgis-
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ceiving them, if they were deceived ; and without
softening a smgle expression, or giving the least’
I;h?t ofa different meaning, than the one they had con- !
ceived, Nay, he even asks his Apostles if they also
chose rather to leave him than believe. But Simon;
Peter answers him in their name, & in the name of'
al whoshould believes after him ; Lord, to whom'
shallwego ? T'how hast the words of eternal life ;|
and we have believed and have known that thow art
Christ the Son of the biving God,

I must own it seems to me evident, after consi-
dering attentively.the whole context of this chapter,
that our Saviour meant aM he said in the strictest li-;
teral sense. Iad he intended it to have been un-!
derstood in a figurative one, can we suppose that he |
who came to instruct the ignorant, and to seek and
to-save those who were lost ; would have suffered
his hearers and disciples to have abandoned him
from a mistake into which his own very words had
so naturally led them; without vouchsafing to drop a
single expression thatmight reclaim them? Helike-
wise foresaw the many millions, who would after-
wards take this same doctrine literally as he had
spoken it ; and whose mistake also, if there were
any in believing it so, he would have prevented by
an explanation.

It is remarkable that St, John, who is the only
enc of the evangelists that relates this occurrence
of our Saviour with the Jews at Capharnaum, and
describes so minutely this doctrine, which the
L.ord taught in their synagogue ; is likewise the
only one who omits mentioning in his gospel, when
describing every other event that took place at the
fast supper, the most important circumstance of all;
nzmely, that of the institution of the blessed Sacra-
ment.  This omission seems evidently intended as
as a hint to the reader to lock back to our Saviour’s
Jogma and promise of the bread of life, which he
alene bad already so amply detailed ; which dogma

.apd promise were known by all the faithful to have
“been first verified and realized at the last supper.

A
Original.

§

=he Kwvidence afforded to the truth of God’s Religion by |
ker adversaries in their constant retention of the holy!
Scriptures.
We view, with amazement, the wilful blindness
of the Jews, who continue to shut their eyes a-
gainst the brightest evidence, aflorded them%n
the Old Testament, which they keep and revere
as the revealed Word of God ; that Jesus Christ,
in whom all the prophecies and figures are so
clearly fulfilled, is the promised Messiah. Every
thing concerning him is so frequently, fully, and
circumstantially detailed in the Sacred Books of
that Scripture, which they refain, that one would
think it impossible for any one not to recognize
him, C
Heis there first mentioned as the seed of the
Froman, who would crushthe templing Serpent’s
head : Gen, 3, 15,—then, as the descendant of
Abraham, Jsaac, and Jacob. It was mext re-
vealed that he should be born of the Tribe of Ju-
da, and Family of Bavid ; and that the place of
his birth should be Bethlem, the city of David¢
thata miraculous star should appear at his Nati-
vity ; a circumstance known to the Jews from
their own Sacred Records.: Numb. 24, 17,—and
to thoge in the East, who recognizing that wonder-
ous Star, were guidedby it to the new born Savi-
our, from the recorded prediction’ of Balaam,
their own native Prophet. It was foretold by
Jacob, on his death-bed, in blessing Juda, that
the scepire, or royal power, should continge in

his tribe, till he, the gromised Messiah, should
come : as all history shows it did ; till the com-
ing of Jesus Christ; when it gassed from Juda
to Hered, an Llumeon ; who a

geen made, and was acknowledged, King of the:
ews.

The several Prophets dwell upon his abjection
among mortals : on his meekness and gentle
habits : his Parables, and preaching against the
vices, pride, and prejudices, of the Great ; and
his preference of the Little ones : his stupendous
miracles, wrought chiefly in favour of the poor,
and suffering of ourrace : the return he meets
with of evil for good from his ungrateful and
worldly-minded ¢ -‘Mnsolemn enlry into
Jerusalem, meek and humble, riding wpem an
Ass : Zach, 9,9. 'The envy, and gratis hatred
of his enemies : Ps. 34,19, Their conspiracies
against him, and machinations to compass his

destruction : the tx'eachery of his bosom friend, |!S

who betrays, and sells him to those, who sought
his life—Ps. 54,14 : the sum mentioned, which
was paid by them to the traitor : and the final use
made of it,” to buy the Potter’s Field—Zach. 11
13. All the particulars of his passion are mi-
nutely described : h is being led, like o sheep to
the slaughter ; and like a dumb Lamb before his
shearers, he not opening his mouth. His giving
his body to those, who struck-him, and his cheeks to
to those, who plucked them : and his turning not
away  his face from those, who reviled him an
spat upon him : Is. 50, 6—ibid. 53, 7. His ab-
jection as a worm and o man ; the reproach of
men, and the outcast l(;f the people : Ps. 21, 7. His
being scourged: Ps- 34, 15—ibid. 37, 18, and
crucified : or the digging of his hands and feet ;
and the numbering of all his bones : Ps, 21, 18.
Zach. 13, 6—ibid. 12,10. His woundsdeclared
our cure : Is, 53,5. His drink of vinegar and
gall : Ps. 68, 22. The division of his Garments ;
and uponhis Vesture the castingoflots: Ps, 21,
17. Elis soli and forlorn state, on findin
himself forsaken by all his frightened fricnds ang
followers : Ps. 68, 9,21, His being numbered
with the wicked : Is, 53, 12. In being compared
with a felon, whom his people preferred before
him : and being crucifled, like a common male-
factor, between two thieves. Their looking on-
him, whom they had pierced : Ps. 21,19. His
final death and burial ; atthe very time so clear
Iy prophecied by Daniel : Ch. 9, 27. His thus
completing the whole course of human‘suﬁ'erinﬁf;
swalYowed up, like Jonas, in the tempest, by the
all-devouring monster, Death ; but vomited forth
the third day, alive, on the firm and fixed ground
of Eternity : the rejection henceforth of the Jews,
and the destruction of their City and Temple by
the Romans ; as he himself bad foretold them';
and as their Propeets, but Daniel in particular,
had so longbefore and so plainly predicted—ibid.
The utter dispersion, all gver the world, of his hi-
therto chosen People ; without a country ora
home ; a King, a Priest, or a Prophet : without
a Temple, a Sacrifice, an Altar, or a victim : the
establishment, in fine, of his long prefigured and
predicted Church among the Gentiles : an event
so pointedly foretold by Malachy, the last ofall
their Prophets : Ch. 1, i1. -
Whata bright constellation of evidence is here!
and vastly more might be adduced from the same
admitted Divine authority; especially were we
to consider in him, and in his Gentile Church,
the eqin‘ally‘exact fulfilment of all the Types and
legal Fiigures. Yet all this light that enlightens
the Gentiles,is darkness to them. Their mental
optics are become so weak, that even the bright-
ness of this blaze of truth serves but the more to
blind them. In this sad state must they remain,
till he, who gavesightto the born blind, touching
their eyes with his omnipotent finger, send them
to wash in the pool of Silac, the Baptismal Font,
Then indeed, shall their eyes be opened : Then
shall they see, and acknowledge their dire mis-
take. Nor will he longer withhold from them

out that time, had !

promised mercy ; but relicve them at length

ifrom the woeful effect of that malediction upon

which, in condemning him todeath, they prayed
themselves and upon their posterity.

. But their of ence, says St. Paul, is the salve
tion of the Gentiles : and their diminution the
rickes of the world : Rom. 11, 11, 12, Blind-
ness, in  part, continues he, has Rappened in
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles come in.
—ibid.v.25. Far, had the Jews recognized the
Saviour, and embraced his Religion, as the fore-
told completion of their own, the Gentile world
would have wanted an invincible and permanant
proof of his Divinity, and of the truth of his Doc-
trine, in the constant and indubitable testimony
of the unbelieving Jews to the authenticity of that
cripture, which points out so clearly in all its
igures and propbecies, the true Messiah : and
shews, as in a mirror, to all, but him who holdsit,
the exact resemblance of that individual, whom
the Christian believes and worships.

Had the Jews believed in the Saviour, the
Heathen world, so accustomed to religious jug-
gle, would have considered all the clear prophe-
cies in their Scripture concerning him, amY ali
the ceremonial allusions in their law to him and
his spiritual dispensation, but as cunning fietion,
invented to impose on the public, and sway the
‘minds of the ignorant and credulous. But op-
posing his Doctrine, as they did from the begin-
ning; and continuing, as a people, so to do ; while
at the same time they retain, as the inspired Word
of God ; and claim, as ever, and exclusively their
own, those Scriptures, which speak so undis-
ﬁmsgdly of him, and of all that regards him ; they
urnish to the Infidel an unanswerable and con-
vincing proof, that Christianity is the only Reli-
gion of that God, whom they worship : and that
ie, whom tirey rejected, and put to death, was
their promised and long looked-for Messiah, Of
this, too, shall they themselves be one day con-
vinced 5 but not till the fulness of the Gentiles is
come in. Then shall they perceive that the
mighty Nation, to which, in the person of itsre-
presentative, they made over their Christ, was
sent unconscious by  Almighty God, with its Em-
peror at its head, as Daniel had foretold them, 9,
26, to take signal vengeance upon them for their
unparalleled crime ; to lay their metropolis in the
dust, and their far-famed, but now useless Tem-
ple, in ashes: to cast forth from the land, given
them by God, and . scatter all over the earth, the
wretched remnant of their self-devoted race ; who
are overy Where to be seen, miraculously pre-
served ; and, in spite of their universal disper-
sion, still, by their laws, kindreds, habits, and
prejudices, adhering so closely together, that, at
aSignal given, they could all be suddenly assem-
bled in a separate body from _the midst of the na-
tions, among, whom, as aliens, they live un-
blended : a people who have seen other tribes
and nations rise around them ; flourish and decay ; -
while they alone remain without ever being al-
lowed themselves, in their turn, the chance of ac-
quiring national consistency and political great-
ness ; though, all along, aspiring after universal
deminion.

They arethus placed by Providence in every
quarter of the Globe, the universal and unexcep-
tionable vouchers to the truth of that Religion,
which was destined to be preached to all the Na-
tions of the Earth: and such they must remain,
till all the Nations shall have received the glad
tidings of Salvation : or, as Saint Paul has said.
till the fulness of the Gentilesis come in. Then
shall the end of their dispersion be answered :
their dread imprecation upon themselves and their
posterity be cancelled : ~their long lasting punish-
ment for the greatest possible crimes, be remit-
ted ; and then they, atlength converted, shall

complete the Saviow’s wenderous scheme of
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Vierey amd Salvation to the believing and obedi-
ent Children of Adam. .

But the same over-ruling Providence makes
the protesting Heretic, hkc.thc hardened Jews,
the uncomscious, yet unquestionable, voucher to
the truth of the Red-emer’s Religion : for, as
the Jew hay always %eld, and stil holds, as thcé
rececled Wurd of “«7d, the Scripturesof the Old|
"Festament 3 in hi‘h are so cle
the main charac erist cs of the 'S:mour‘: so the,
eretic holds, as the revealed Wordof God, bes,
<ides the Scrivtares of tne Old Testament, those
alse of the New; in which, bove, are no

Jess cle.dy traced all the main characteris- when uttered by the rulers of the e -th! Hsets the |
Deist, "yeliole world inanmns @ spreads carnage, hasoe, and |
therefore, avd the Infidel, are thus forced i ac- fdesolation, wide around = and alvo, finally gives:

sics - the Saviour's Church. The

lenowledge the authenticity of these Scrirures, !

which tTmy might otherwise allege to have been !

forged by~ that Church, whose doctrine and pre-
cepts they so fully contain ; but, to the genuine-
ness of which the bitterest eneicies of that Church
ave all along borne witness, by ever_citing them!
against her since be very times of their mspxmd';
Authors, the Evangelists and Apostles. God'
has thus wonderfully - made the very opposition of!
hig eneies to forward his ends : and the Jew’s,
disbelief, and the Heretic’s contradiction, to con-:
firm the very truths, which they deny and co_n-‘
tradict. How clearly is thus verified the Scrip-
tural saying : there'is mo iwisdom ; thereis mo,
prudence ; there is 110 counsel against the Lord.:
Prov. 21, 30.

S —
Original.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS.

GENESIS.

Ciwren 1.—In the Beginning, that i, of Time,
€iud crected the Hleavens end the Earth : namely, |
thix whole Univer<e, visible and invisible.  In that:
A isible portion ofit, which we are destined to inha-|
bit, the Sacred Text details in its formation the,
successive operations of the Deity.  The Farth is
described to us as empty and woid, or unfurmshed ;.
with Darkness all overthe face of the Deep ; when!
e Spirit of God moved over the waters.  Here!
his Almighty Spirit is first mentioned, and made:
known 10 us, as distinct from him in person, but
the same with him in essence.

Verse 3.—And God said : let there be Light, and,
thercrwas Light. The Ward of God, Oamipotent’
hke humselt and hix Spint, and therefore, equally,
God, is here also revealed distinet from both in per-:
<on, but the same in essence: that word divine,'
whom the beloved Apaostle thus deseribes in his Gos-
ped s in the beginning wes the word ; and the word

wces with Glod ; and fhe word wcas God.  The same !

~asin the beginning with God. U tkings were!
made by kim ; and 1without him wces made nothing
thal was made.  So that, in the thive finst verses of
the Holy Bible we have revealed to us the funda-!
mental mystery of our 1%aith, the Unity and Trinityl
of God, to whase image and likeness we are made.
And inthisare we made to his image and likeness.!

——T——---

clearly traced all 'l

t
i

‘stanee 3 3oty in her exist three distinet powars: the

Cwill, the” manory, and the understanding.  The
wmemory, it isevident, is not the will; nor the wilt |

{the understanding, agamst which, inour present,
tallen ~tate, it soolten rebels: nor is the undenstand-,
Ving either the memory or the will : and yet, all the,
three together, are but one and the same soul, re-;
iembering, willing, and understanding.

‘The word of un is but the internal expression of
his mind externally produced in sound; with shich’
he instiucts, persuades, directs, and soverns, all,
! thiners, every one within his own particular sphere.
; How dreadfully effectiva and powertul +s that wond,

(peace, plenty, prosperity, and happiness, to the,
troubled and suffering nations @ in all which res-.
peets itis a fuint representation of the all effective,
word divine.

the light, with its divigon frum darkness,so as to;
day’s operation of the Deity.

and divides the waters ; those beneath it from those
above, namine the Firmanment Heaven. He thus
begins by diminishing the deep, before caling forth
from its bosom the dry land, and establishes that
wonderful lnw of nature, which causes the vapour

winds to water and refrech the earth.
On the third day he commands the waters under

the dry land appear ; disti
asthe earth, and the gathering of waters as the
seas. He commands then the earth to brine forth
cvery areen herb bearing seed, and every fruit tree
bearing fruit and seed of its kind.

On the fourth day he iadethe Lights in the fir-
mament of Yleaven, {o-divide the Day and the
Aight ; and ordainedrthem to be fur sigans, and for
Seasons, and for Days and for Years ; toshine a-
loft, and give light upon the Ecrth, he then made
the two great Lights; the greater to rule the Day;
and the lesser to Tule the Night ; and the Stars :
and sel them in the firmament of 2eaven, to shine
upun the Earth. Thatis, determined their respec-
tive distances and evolutions.

On the fifth day he bade the waters bring forth
their living and moving creatures, with the great
whales jand every wingud Fowl, all accordng to
their kinds; and he blessed thern, and bade the
Fishes multiply, and  fill the waters of the sea zand
i the Birds to be multiplied upon the Earth.  *

' On thesitxh day he commanded th.c earth to hoing
‘forth the living creature each inits kind § the cattle
and erecping things, and Beasts.

This lower world was then complete: a beauteous
Inbodc prepared ; 2 magnificent Mansion gradually
'ﬁucd up and furnizhed forth for some dignified cre-
;ature to passess, who had not yetappeared.  When
chanming his mandatory into a consultive strain,
the Atmightv, sayvs:let us make AMan to our ocn
simage and likeness.  With whom, now speaking in

ishing the dry land

T'he creation of the Heavens and the Earth, and,

form the Day and the Night, constitutes the first!

On the second day God makes the Firmament, |

i
and superfiuous humidity to risc aloft ; to roll itselt!
into clouds, and to be borne in every direction by the!

the Firmament to be gathered together, and to lett

!

not merely as being endowed with limited proper- 4 the plural number, does the Deity consult? - With
ticy resembling his infinite and essential attributes [his word and hisspirit.  "The Mystery of the Zhree
and perfections ; with reason, for instance, asa faint! in one, 10 whose nage and Likeness Man isabout
ghmmer of his wisdom: with immortality—a sha- «ta be made, is thus agun revealed in the altered
dow of his eternity : with the virtue and sense in-" Languace of the creating Deity to the only creature
nate of justice, uprightness and honcur—of his |here below eapable of knowing him 3 and destined to
sanctity and dignity :_with the susceptibility of de- fladmire, love, praise and glorify him for ever. To
iyzht in all that is @ood and beautitul—of his happi-{| the image, :le’ with the consent of the eternal ZThree
ness: aud with the prapensity to love whatever is||in one, washe made _and constituted the Lord and
wvelv—of his charity - not in these merely, are we )l Master of this  world, and of alithe things it
made to resembie God 3 but in this also, and moreficontains.  Forallat first was good that God creat-
particularly, that though the soul ofeach, our think- .' ed, as he himself, when making them, declared.

\duy end sanctified it 5 because in it he had 7ested
[from all hisworks. Sc.
The Deity, who might have created all thing: at
junce w ith hrs single Fiar, or volition, for some sn ~-
teriutis reason creates them saecessively insix duys;
and rests, that i, terminates his external operations
on the seventh day 5 orderine Man, who is ercated
to his image, to observe it also, asaday of rest fromn
his labour, and to sanctify it henceforth to the wor-
~hip uf'lis Creator : ms ing us thereby to understasad
that after allour labours in this hfe are ended, our
junly vceupativn shall beto  know, love, adoure,
;pratise and worship him for ever; enjoying with hom
m his heavenly  Paradise all that transcendant, un-
sprakable and boundless Bhss, of which he is the in-
finite source. :

This mystical number seven is particularly, used
in the revealed ordinances of God to Man;and re-
gards chiefly the human condition duties and vpera-
tions. Uity and the number Zhree regard chiefly
the Deitv,as we shall have occasion more fully to -
mark in the coursé of our scriptural observations.—
The Three and seven united, as in the Zen Com:-
mandments, regard our duty both to God and Mar.
On thisaccount was the law written, noet on une,
but on two distinct tables, the first containing tiire
€ommandmants,regarding only our duty to Gud.
the Almighty One in Three: the second contain.r..
seven commandments, regarding only our duty
man, our fellow being ;

The Protestant Reformers, inorder to substan-
tiate their charge of idolatry against the Catholw
Church, for heruse of sacred images and pictures,
i have deranged this order of the decalogrue by nak-
ling two distinct commandments of the first, wh. is
‘l&’,‘c\‘idcnﬁy but one, accompauied, like some oftie
'olbcrs, with its explanatory clause or comment. To
{keep therefore the original and acknowledged num-
;ber Zen, they found it necessary in the end to mahe
‘hut onccommandment of two as evidently distincz
;ones. That theirtwo first are but one, and the sam
;i evident, since toadore and worshipany Lkenesse=
ror graven things, 15 as much prohibited by the -
-first, as by their second commandment.  For ther
first is : thou shalt not have strange Gods before me.
1 And are not al} such idols strenge Gods, and herddy
'prohibited 2 Itis no less cvident that their terts:
commandment, contains 1wo separate and distines

jsins in thaught, whichare prohibited as distinct 2
jin deed by two distinct commandments.  Aduldere
is the sin tndeed : to covct our ncighbous's arifess
the corresponding sin in thought.  Tostealis the
Isin indeed.— T covet our neighbour’s goods is the
rcorresponding sin 1n thought. Now if they make
‘hut one commandment of the two distinct sinfid
+thoughts : why do they not, for consistency’s sake,
make but one commandment also of the two distinc:
sinful deeds? and then they would have but qun=
commandments? Orsince they make two distinet
;commandients of the two distinet sinful deeds;
. why do they not also make two distinct command-
ments of the two distinct sinful thoughts? and then
,they would have cleven commandments ?

Versc 7. And the Lord God formed Marn. of the
slime of the Farth, and breathed into kis face the
‘breath of life.

How diffcrent is man's creation here descrine®
from that of ail the other works of God. Thewest
he only bids to be ; and all were-instantly, as he wiil-
led them:  But for man’s sake, did his infinite Maj
'ty deign to stoop cven toourlowly carthy :mff-o
orm the human body of its slims? ; breathing inle is
face the breath of life;and imparting thus todis
child of dust a kindred kife and spinit with himsdf; ¢
rational and immortal seu, capable of sharingin b

eszential bliss for ever.
[ gy
ghoced

VereS. Aad the Lord God glonted o
of pleasure fron the beginning,:n which

ng prnciplc, is but on: mdivisiblc spiritual sub-}{ Chapter 2. Vers: S.=God blessed the seventh

dman whom he hed formed.

ones; for it contains the prohibition of two distine: 7-5m
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The whole earth, with all that it contained, was ;factor, to have fled from him with horror,  Shewas |
made over towan, s bis domain: but paradise Yeajoled, however, with his tlattering assurance.—§
planted for his pleasuse Ly God himselt; was design- | Touehed with pride, at the thought of'the pronused
«d for his princely residence. I, exaltation ; and, as has ever sinee been the case wilh'@?

Verse 16. nd ke commanded him, saying : of her heedless posterity, easily believing that probable
every tree of Paradise thow shalt eat ; but ofthe whichshe wished to be true 5 she distrusted Ged’s;

cat ; forin what day socver thou shall eat ofit, thou itempter’s contradictiyr assertion.  Nor was shej
shalt die the death. i long without a pl:nus‘nbt‘ motive for yicling to the!
"F'o render man worthy of all the bliss bestowed ! enemay’s tatal suggestion 3 so dangerous it is to listen’
on him ; and thus enhance his dignity, and complete ' tor a momenz to the spirit of error protesting agamst |
his happinesc; an opportunity is aflorded him of | God’s truths revealed.  For, allowing herselt” 10!
menting that bhiss, by proving his grateful, loving, ‘reason against the word of God 3she naturally con- |
submissive and inviolable attachment to hismaher icluded that the serpenta dumbreptile, must, by?
and sovereign benefictor. An easy trial is therefore . eating of the forbidden fruit,have b -come rational
-nade of lus fidelity.  He js torbidden to eat of'the tand endowed with speech jand  that  consequemtly
ruit of 2 certain tree : and threatened with death as ;she and her husband  who were rational, would, by
the consequent punishment of lus transgression. il eating it, become as Gods, Seeing, besides, that
Here, then, is established from the besinning, the !lthe tree was good to eat ; and fair tu the eye ; and
freedom of mun’s will,  Life and death, good and!delighful tobehold : she took;f the fruit thereaf, and
ecil, are here placed before him 5 and he is lett free i;did eat ; and gate to her Husband, who did also
r0 choose between them.~Deut. 80, 15, Aneces- feal. Then were their eyes opened ; and they sought
sary or compulsory obedience can have no merit in | to hide their shame: and hecring the roice of the;
{t whatever : nor an unavoidable, or necessary ' Lord walking in Paradise in the afternoon air ; they hid,|
ransgression, such ascertain Protestants consider | themselces from his face cmid the trecs of paradise.
man's to have been, any demerit, in theeye of rea- )| _How wofully changed was now their condition !
sm.  DMan, besides, is all along treated by his 1\1;;-1 Their sense of shame at.their nakedness, which
ierasa Son, and not as a slave. The tender pa-{{they felt not before; and their consciousness of;
rentexpects from his child, not a forced, but a vo- Mguilt ; made them fly the approach of kim, whose
tuntary submission 3 a_submission of the heart in{presence hiad hitherto been their glory and delight.
ail thiners to his will. My son, says he, give me thy || They were now lost to their God, and to all their
heart ; and let thine eyes keep my ways.  Prob. 23, | destined good 5 with death and all its dreaded and
26. |{unknown’ consequences before them. The Devil
Verse 18, And God said: it is not good for |now concluded that he had marred the work of]
Wan to be alone : Let us make o him a helpmate}{God 5 and blasted in its root the whole human pro-
Yike unto himself. geny forever. How $ould he else suppose 2 He
“The same consultive mode of expression is used f himself had felt, with his companions in guilt and
by the Deity in the creation of the woman, as in that ;{ misery, how inexorable God’s justice is ; and, when
.+t the man; shewing thus, hike that of the man, her jonce enkindled, how Inextinguishable his wrath.
superivr worth and dignity. i+ Mercy was an attribute of the Deity tohim and his
‘erse 19.  Allthe beasts of the carth, and the |followers, quite unknown. Nor could he spy inthe
fincls of the air, are next made to pass in_ review ' culprits themselves ; nor, indeed, in all thecreatures
hefore their constituted Lord and owner, in order tegether ; the possible meand of making an ade-
that he might name them.  This proves that, with! quate atonement for sin committed ; as they had
a%i the other gitts of nature, man had received fram:jnothing to offer, in satisfaction for it, of thir own:
the beainning the faculty of speech. nothing, but what they had received trom their
Verse20. But among all the ather crectures he found 7o | offended Creator 3 whosewill they had disobeyed,
ielper, like ’“';.’,."‘t”{:m Lord God cast a deep ale 4 and whose threats they had scorned. Yet,as
- =~ ¢ ) N . " K Yo
dam ; and when he was fust asteep, he wogncg‘ s ibs | an’s guilt had not, like that of the fallen .\ngc%st
and filled up flesh for it. originated in himself; but had been sugzested by
Verse 22 ‘And the Lord God built the rid, which lxt‘ the envious fiend; God had resolved to save the:
ook from dam, info ascoman ; cud broughther to Adam. Uyyman creature from destruction = 1o raise him up!
Thus the woman, hike tie Man, rose a perfect.( o his fallen and degraded state < and, should he.
« meature from the plastic hand of the OmmpoterL—byy henceforth prove obedicnt 16 his word ; fo ex-:
She was not merely bid to be ; but, with the consent {oy¢ i yet higher indignity and bliss than ke had!

and 10 the image: and likeness of theadorable Three ievenbeen before his fall.  For, wchere sin has a-|
2 one, she too, like him, from whose side she was o404, cays Saint Paul, grace has abounded more. |
*1hea, was built up by the Deity, and brought to herip iy, 5 56" i
!

|

]

ratural Lord ; who claimed her, asa poruon of his fi To be continued to thelast Chapter of Revelations.
onn proper substance- i

Chaptes 3 Yemse 1. Now the Serprat was more subtie ’¥ i .
<inn any of e Beasts of the Farth, which the Lond had1yvIS A NOS CHERS FRERES DU BAS CANADA.
'fl;"ffua‘;é‘,f x’;:':.-??:u‘:hou'ld":m’;z' o?c:zlw; tree ofpfg-.‘ 1 est a esperer que tout bon Catholic entendant
fise 2 Jlnd thewoman annrered him : of the fruit of the’lou plentendant pas 1a langue angloise, relera son;
rrees thatere i Paradiscwedo cal  But of the fruit of loinnaet au seul yournal Catholique anglois. qui ait

i Tree,which ix in the = God has com- | 2P ; ;
the Treewhich is in the et o B e honid uot | jamais paru dans ces_provinces surtout en sachant]
iouedit ; lest,perhaps, we dic. And the t sad t0' quiil o<t public avee 'approbation, et sous les aus- i
e woman - No Saou shail not die xﬁ?ld: i Jor God |pices des Eveques et du clerge du pavs . Leprix,
“noireth thet in tche! day sotzer you rhall caf thereef, your § po.: - si ique nelant que quatorze .
rjies shell be opeaed . and you shell Yeas Gods, knowing d’ailleurs, cn estsi modique n quc q

Poetry.

Onignal.

ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR SAVIOUR.
tree of knoteledge of good and exil thou shelf not .clear and positive  declaration and  relied on the! « White alt things were in silence, and the Nigbt was

in the midst of her course, the Almight

Word leaped

down from Heaven ; from tby royal ‘Throne.”
Wisdowm—18, 1%, 1

The Moon her midnight course pursued;
And round, 1 twinkling myrtisds strewed,

‘I'he starry hest shoae clear :
Nature repos’d, when Nature’s Ged

Descending, sought hlan’s Jow abode—

Our sin-poliuted sphere.

The kternal bom, a Child of time,

The sell-doomed sietim of our crime,
Our Forio adopting wears :

A hclrkss Babe in manger mean,

Low laid, an Ox and Ass between,
Creation’s Lord appears.

By Mecrey bere we wond'ring view
;\Em’- debt of satisfaction due

To justicc amp}: id ¢
View God himsdf?a’; R‘I:n, defray

*Gainst Man the huge amount that lay,

Z2ind all his worth outweigh'd.

$n mute amaze th’ Angelic throog
old, cur sinful race among,
Life’s Author, mortal born !

And Man now with his Maker claima

Fraterial kindred, late the theme
Of bopeless guilt forlorn.

Bat hark ! “Their voices sweet they rafse .

And high, o’cr 2l exalting, praise
Th@Almight(ylard supreme :

Then of Messiah’s humoble bi

The tidings glad annousce to earth,
Aud peace to man proclaim.

Watching their flocks on Bethlem's plaio,
The pious Shepberds heard the strain,

And saw the vision clear :

Then thitber hied them, where they find

Thr Saviour hop'd of human kind ;
And, prostrate, him revere.

Inmystic forms, our farth to try,

Upon his Altars still, we sp;
Disguis'd, our Saviour Lord :

Notbdy humbie Shepherds aole ;

Butnow, as God from pole to pole
By mankind all adored,

TaGod, who reigns cternally,

In substance Osne, in Persons Three,
Supremely blest in Heaven 5

By all his Creatures, bat o’er all

By Map, so favourd since his fall,
Be eadless glory giv'a !

~o 37

‘3 Alerey 2ad Trath have met cach other

Peace have kissed.”'—Ps.
Sa& was it Merey's pow sfcl cry,
r Justice nnap(rm’d,
‘That bade usbounded Majesty
For Man be thusdebased ?
Or say, did both, in soft embrace,
Though cach to cacha foe,

Hese friendly meet ; keea to sclace,
And cancel human woe.

Justice and

A'C.

sood end eril. lsheling par an, la_peste inclue, pour une Feuille,

The superor subtlety of the serpent . quite preter hebdomadaire ; qu'il ¥ a bien peude personnes qui' and Fanner’s Mon'tor,
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