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SOCIALIST
PARTY

CHAIRMAN:
O. Lee Charlton,
61 John St., VutorlM.

SECRETARY:
Ernest Burns,
I JO Puwcll St., Van.

tourer.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES ADOPTED AT VANCOUVER
OCTOBER 3rd, 1901,

'TpHE Socialist Party of B. C, in con-

vention asseiubletl, reafflrms* its ad-

herence to the principles of Interna-

tional Socialism, and declares itsaitn to

bothe organization of the working class,

and those in sympathy with it, into a

political party, with the object of con-

quering the powers of government and

using them for the purpose of trans-

forming the present system of private

ownership of the means of production

and distribution into collective owner-

ship by the entire people.

Formerly the tools of production

were simple and owned by the indivi-

dual worker. To-day the machine,

which is an improved and more devel-

oped tool of production, is owned ^ v

the capitalists and not by the worke .

This ownership enables the capitalists

to control the product and keep the

wttrkers dependent upon them.

Private ownership of the means of

production and distribution is respon-

sible lor the ever increasing unccrtain-

ity of livelihood and poverty and misery

of the working class, and it divides so-

ciety in two hostile classes—the capital-

ists and wage - workers. The once

powerful middle class is rapidly disap-

pearing in the mill of competition.

The struggle is now between the capi-

talist class and th« working class. The
possession of the means of livelihood

gives to the capitaliste the control of

the governmf t, the press, the pulpit

and schools, and enables them to reduce

the workingmen to a state of intellec-

tual, physical and social inferiority, po-

litical subservience and virtual slavery.

The economic interests of the capi-

talist class dominate our entire social

system; the lives of the working class

are recklessly sacrificed for profit, war*
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art) fomonU'd between .latlont, indis-

orimiimtti 8liiii},'htcr is t>iic<»iiraj;'jil un^
tli»! (lostnictioij ((f wliolo rucM is s;iuc.

tionud in oiiinr that l he capirullsfs uiiiy

extend their <M>trn;i<>rciai (i(>inii)i«)[i

ubr-oad and enhaiic-e iholr bupieniacy ut

hdllU!.

Hut the sanie rfonomic causes \rliich

developed capitalism aie leaciinj,' to fii-

cialirtiP, wliich will aholisli both tie

eapitalist ela-.s ami the vAin^-, of waire-

workers. And the active force in

brinyin^' about this new j.nd lil-:her

order of society is the vvorkinj; claims.

All other classes, de.-pite their ajipar-

ent or actual contliiUs, are alike inter-

ested in the upholding,'- of the tsystcti! of

private ownership of the inslrunients

of wealth prtduction. The Libeial,

Conservative, the bourjjetjis Public

Ownership parties, and all other par-

ties which do not stand for the eomi)lete

overthrow of the capitalist system of

production, are alike oolitical lepre-

sentatives of the capital iHt class.

The workers can most effectively act

as a class in their stru'ri?le against the

cuUective power.s of capitalism, by con-

8titutin«> themselves into a political

party, distinct fiom and opjtosed to all

parties formed by the propertied clasr-es.

Wliile we declare that the develop-

ment of economic conditions tends to

the overthrow of the capitalist system,

we recojjnize that the time am; manner
of the transition of Socialism also de-

pend upon th(! stii;;' of developmont

reached by tlio j>i'"I<;.i-ia;. We, thi re-

fore, curisiili'r it of tie nimi-st imp.irt-

ance for llll^ Sin-iali ; pufy to support

ail active eil'.irt- «-i' the workin^'- cla-«jt

to butter its cotHlif.iori and to eb-ct .So-

••ialists to politic;;! (iliici's, in order to

facilitate to attjiininent of tin- ( nd.

PLATFORM.

General Demands,
1. Till' imliUe ouiiorvliip of nil industries

routroUod I.y monoiMiKc-i, trusts, hixI roin-

binc'S, Hlid ultiiiiiitcl>of all til'.' liicuMs of pro-

duction. liistnliution, and exLlianj,H'. No part

of thi! revenue of .•-itch indu-lrics to be iipjilied

to the reduction of taxes on iTojicrty, but to

be applied wholly to the increase oj wage.s and
shortening' of the liours of labor of the em-
ployes, to the iwprovi ment of the service, and
to diminishing rau-s to the consumer.-'.

2. The iiro«re«sivo reduetion of the liours of

labor and the incroa.seof wiircs in order to

crease the share of the eapitaiist md incr

the share of the worker in tha produei

labor.

;!. The establi.shAiont of a national currency
ai.d Kovernmeiit banking system; all fire nnd
life insurance to be also operated by the gov-
ernment in the interests of the whole people.

4. The inauguration of a system of public
industries; i.uldie credit to bo u.»ed for that

|)urr,oso in order that the workers be secured
the full i.;'o(inet Of their labor.

A. Abolition of the senate, establishment of

the initiative and referendum, proportional

representation, and riglu of recall of repre-

8Juta;ive» by th^ ir constituents.

! I



IVovii.jial ncniands.

1. .V')ali(i(iii of I'uiuiiciMl MM 1 pri>|,irty yiii.ii-

ti<i,Unii< for raii.lUliit.^ mill iltcttirs hi ;.ri>-

viiiiiii! tii'.il iiiU!ilci|.,il fit (lion .

-'. The I'.liiciilloii (if 14II chiMnii 111. to tin-

H'^f ^,i sixkhii yoir.s lo b.- ftic, ^(.(•tl;n^ hii,1

I'oiiiiul or). IV A I book h, iii.!»U, hikI ( loMiiiii;

to hv Miiiplii-.l oiu 01 tlu- puhlic minis when
iiccussiiry.

:!. Muiii.ii.Hli/.H! .11 lunl imljii,' control of

tiif liijuur tr..llic.

4. A nine-hour ..nrk linv llxin>,' wuRes at not

los Ihiin U periluj, tlicrehy counturaitinf,' i-mI

eft'cots oi Oranlul tmi^'ration into ih:- irov-

inee.

). JtttluL'tion of honr.i of hiiior 10 41 per

Week.

li. Seientiti;' and pnictK iil nuina-reniciit of

Hhherieb, forests, au(t wuteiways in best i lite r-

est of the broducers.

7. tioNeruuient oiieiJition of (.(cil mines and

imnieJiate eonstruetiuii and ojcration of siuel-

ters. relinerius, audsnw mills Tor beneiit of the

workers.

8. Abolition 01 poll and pei.<oniil property

tax, the delieit to eu meet by an increased tax

ou land values.

9. Xo more bonuses of either laud or money
to individuals or priviile eorporatioiis.

10. (iraduated luud tax similar to law in

operation in New Zealand.

U. (.ioverninent ho.'ipitals throughout the

province, and free medical atteiKlance to all

needing such.

I'.ni i:i udv.icHlii'; ibt -r measures as step!* In

the ovif throw (.1 CMpl'itiiMii and the establish-

melil of the <'o-(>pi:ai, vc 1 •iiiil:i(>n«ciillh, ««•

laution the v.<.rk.-rsi.„-. lii-i mi. h public i.wm-r-

sliip luovtiiicnts in iir.' an alleinp' i 1 Ukm iipi-

t.ilisf class t;. si.'uro Kovi riiincnl coiitr^.l of

I'ul.lir ntlliii.s for the purpose of obtiiiniiu:

vKatcr .iccurity in the csuloitiill 1 of other

iiidiisiric, and ii'.t lor the a lioriition of the

eondilMniof the u.irkitiK'cIiiss. u u\:ist be re-

iii.MMl.ercd Ihiit therpisa vast .lifference be-

tween ••t'overniiieni" and ••piilili. •• (iwiiership.

While the co: porutions own the scniite and

purliament we will have the 'Kovcrnment

o'vnei^hip," and not until the [.eople own and

coutrtil ihi' leiri.slaturo.'iean we have true "pub-

lic" owuersliifi.
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CDNSTITUTION
y^ir. \. This (irL-nnlrvtlon ^Imll In- kiiovtA

I tliv "Siiriiil'»t I'lirly i.M!. r.' *>
•'If. II. Till- |>iirt> nIihIi J«> (»rii'iiiizi'<l us

fiilliuvs : Kltst, Idciil t.ralii I, < of tm; 'i's« Ihaii
live iiirmlxT!*; m-ckii'I, lUi i I'l-titlvi- 1« iinl «.;

H.'M'll iiii'iiibcis, llii'-i' to 1(1' fivfiil III tuitiuai
roiivi-iitloii of (l.'lc;{atc.'- I'roiii kU l.ncnl- .ii

K'Msl foiir of liio Kxi'r'iilivi' >lin!l tK; i imcTi
from i.|,,iM of in'ttil.iii.irlcrn. i.,i'l Uiiown m
rc'^iilflit iiieinlK.Ts. Till' iniii-ri'sick'iif iimiiilKM-.
of Ihj- K\riiitiv»' sliiill not III- rri|ii iri'il I 1 »)i'

|>ri'>ent hIaU !lHfl'tiIl^;-, Ijiit >liiill l»t> idtiMiitfl
Hinl kept tulv'Mi'.l of III! till.' |irort'( .llli;.'^ of t!ie
Ijiiiinl.

!-vv. III. The cxt'Ciilivi' liourij sloill liiwo
.Mi|n'rvisioii of liie fiiirly of^jaiiizti! joii. It "lian
loivf poniT to liircHiiil a|i|"niif oixHiiizfi*.
Kriiiil U) aiii! rt'Vokf i'liiirti'r> of Iah'hIs. himI
ii(lo|it Hiii'li ii;i'H.Miri'-i H^ iiuiy 1)1' ri'iuin-il io
CHrry out oliji'cls of o-Rimi/Hlion. Tin- cxoo;:-
tivc botird sluili 1>«' rciiiiirc'l to iiinko a -i-jio.-t

of it.v iii('etli)i'>> tliroiiKii '» rtindiil or^'Hii, ••I lie
Larilenu KmcU-." .

See. IV. .\tiy incinberof thc'cxcc\)tiv<' boarfl
mny hi> localltMl liy an iiniioratlvi' iiiuti'iiiln of
tli»> iiioiiltnTst.ip of till' I'iirty; liis Mico'SMir to
Ih' elc'ctctl b- tlu> iiittlative an<l rcfcreiKliiip. A
iiiiijority of those meiuberg votiug b<.'lnK ne«-t;s-

nary to clert.
iiev. V. Till' nnicc'r.t of the K.xociitivi! shall

Ih-: Chairnm-i, Troa^urer. Llti-rary .\j.:t'n!,

Oriratilztr, lUid .'-Vcri'lary. They shall be oH»e(-
eii at aiir.ii-l coiiveiitions.

K)><r. VI. Till' liiitU's of iho nccrofarv fliBllbu
to act (!'< (ori'i'st.oiiiiiiii? Htiil rt'i'orilliiK s-ccri'-

tary, aii'l to receive tin: provineiui diU" fnim
(secretaries of local branches. The treasurer
shall ta!:e ehHr)V' of the (iiii<ls of the I'avty,
and furnish a boml to ainoiint required bv Mie
cxeeutlvo board. The literary agent shnlltako

I'hir: of till' liti'i-r.ry pro] Il'-audii of III" I'arf v.

,
Til'' orKani/ir shnil oruanlzi- new biiiiir!i.-,,
iiiiil b'llM "i|, i\l»nm.' lirH'ii'l.i's, Mild !<hMll III'

Milji'ci IO I'lri'i'liiiii of 1 (II' 1 xi'i'iit. »i' li li'i i|.

>vi\ \ li. .\ I'liriy I'liviiiMoti iniu- l"'iiil i-d

any into', lit tin,' re'iiic»l of five fnaiirhis.
' .< . \'t!l. .\ny Ul'U". .!>;.• |.i r-'ii n ho Mil:-

'!• il..'" Ill ilie (ir. "ipli^ 111' ilu' .I 1 llsi I'lirl'.-

of It. ('., ai il MM- » nil i-imi' ion « itii tin old
I>iill!teiil pHMies. bIiuM lieelltible for liii'iiiln'i-

.ihip.

Sri'. IX. Tlr,' dm- I'f the nn'iiiber" slial! In'

t;.\i'd by (Hch I.vxnl. iiiit shall U' tuilIlcU'iil to
p.iy It'll I'l'iils j.ir I'll.nth. for eiieh luembcr, in
I In- i'*«-iiilive l>o>:ri|.

.''IT. .\. .\ I'K-iil briin<'h shrll eonsx of ii»

least (Iv nii'nilM'is, niu' vliall hoM a: leHMt one
inritiii'..; per iiionih. It shiill i.mUe it^; oun
riik'H mid bylaws «i> loin; IIS Miey do iioi eon.
Hid u illi l!u' Vioviiicml < fiiiHiiliitii)ii.

!<<'. .\l. .\iiy icisoii siil;-iribi'ij; to onr
pr i|li'- iiiiil iiiaifiirm in u localiiv wh-.f.'
tlh'fe is no lociil bnilii'll mry bi'coini' a muiiilnT
ai laiKi' by send:ii;{ hi" applieation li thi;
I.rovttnlal ••eeretnry anil eoinpiyint; v.iih the
ci'ioitltntton.

.''^ee. Ml. All qne-tioiiy not provided for in
this eoiistiiiitiol! simll be dealt with by iho
exL'cntive board, subject to a riMereniluin vole.

See. XIII. The Kxeemlve shall snbiiiit all
(liiestioii- to a refeieuduin vote upon the ro-
((iii'st oi ' lie** Locals.

^el'. X 1
\'. In ler no elrcnmstnnee.s shall tho

Social's I'.irty if !'. c. fi'se or act with any
politica. parly, mile ' they have substantially
the same principles as our pirrty.
See. XV. This cunstiiution 'may be amend-

ed by a refeieiiduni vote of the meiiibership, or
at the aiiiiuul provincial eoiiveiitioti of thu
I'lirly.

Wee. XVI. Ilie annual I'onvention shall be
ealleil by tlie executive some lime before No-
veruber of chcIi year. Kvery Local In good
!<.Hndiiig shall 111' I'lilitled to send one delesalo,
and one additional < 'Tiiti; for eaeh 'JO mem-
bers, or major fnielloi. the S'tme paying dm »
to executive.

PLJKIJGMC;
I i

As a member of the Socialist Party of B. C, I declare my belief in, and
my intention to work for the Collective Ownership of all the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchang^e. And I p!edj^:e myselt to vote and
work for Socialist candidates, when such are nominated for any elective
position by our organization.

THE L«lll>c.>J CAQLI PIIINT, FERSUSON, B. C.






