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1817 - 1917

C”l‘: Centenary of Richmond 1T Proshyterian Chureh has
n

wore significance attached to it thea the mere eelebration ol
a hundreedts birthday In eelebrating  the  centenary  of  this
church, we are eelebrating the centenary of the wmother chuarel
of a very large distriet, and the centenary wiso of the estabilishiment
ol Preshyterianisim in Western Ountario
Richmond Hill has the honour of being the centree from whieh
pioneer wissionary effort was direeted for many  yvears I'his
formed the hub of the wheel, the outer civele of which reached
Lake Simeoe, Halton Co.,. Whithy and other points equally dis
tant In that large area. Rev., W Jenkins, her fiest minister
laboured, preaching the gospel to Little groups of pionecrs, o
FANIZINg congregations administering the sacenment ?.||-||/1V|:
mareyving, burving, without rivaley and without assidtancee, inoa

parish of several counties.  He came to Canada in IS17 crossing

from New York State to Kingston, and travelling westward by
pony-back to Little York, then a half dozen honses and a wind
mill.  Mr. Jeakins was a graduate of Edinburgh University, and
camie to Ame riea as a missionary to the Oneida Indians, in which
work he spent twelve years

Learning of the benighted condition of the pioneers of Upper

wda, he eame with a definite missionary motive, and with the

missionary enterprise filling his heart.  No hope of a munificent
income or comfortable living lured this hero of the faith,  IHis
call, which still exists in good condition, was from the two distriets
about what are now St. Andrew’s, Searboro, and Richwond Hill,
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All this V--|n|lui grace and fortitud Many traditions survivie

in the minds of the older people. as recollections of what their
fathers told them about services held in the open forest with a
fresh eut stump to serve as a pulpit The first sermon at Rich
mond Hill is said to have been preached in the pine grove that ones
stood on the ground now oceupied by the cemetery

Mr. Jenking was a man of profound learning.  This is evineed

by the fact that he was offered a professorship in an American
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niversity hetor ning to Cm s | g ot
Hohr Bible is reputed to have been equal 1o the ordinary
eader’s knowledge of the Englis] In ol orship, and witl
simaller groups, he is said 1o have read regularly from the Hebr
Mble, translating as wWent

His wite, a'so, must have Leen a woman ol fine spirvit and
courage. to face cheerfully suel wwdships as she did. She was

an American, danghter of Dr. Stockton, of New Jersey She s

vived her hushand quite a few years, and is remembered well by
nany of the older people about Richmond Hill, where she spent
her closing vears,  There was a family of eleven, nine of whom s
vived,  There are to-day about twenty-five grandehildren and

great-grandehildren in the county




Richmond il Chuareli, as

the records show, was organized
regularvly in 1817 Nt And
rew s, Searboro, according to the
records, was regularly organized
in ISIS, the first sacrament he
ing dispensed in XIS in My
D Thomson's — house The
chureh at St Andrew’s  was
bailt in ISTO, that at Richmond
il in 1821 Riclonond 101

secms to have been the central

point ol Mr. Jenkins® labours

Searboro after twelve yvears pass

ing into the hands of anothe
nnister

The work carvied on by this
chureh and her minister for the fivst quarter ol a century, must
have been of inealeniable and permanent henefit to the moral and
spivitual hfe of the whole county The property on which the
churech stands, was, aceording to tradition., a aift to the churel
although the decd states it was paid for in good coin of the realn

in 1844, €300 heing the price received |

A Johm and  Elizabeth
Arnold-——five acres at about $300 per acre

As to connection with any larger hody of the ehareh, it will
be plain that Tor the first few years little connection could he
maintained.  Rev, Mr, Jenkinsg was a member of Saratoga Preshy
tery of New York State, and would probably remain on their roll,
so that the chureh was, for the time being, standing alone

In 18320 @ mission of three ministers was sent to Canada by
the Necession Chureh of Sceotland, and in 1834 these, along with
others following them, formed themselves into a Preshytery called
“The Missionary Preshytery of the Canadas in connection with
the United Associate Synod of Scotland.”™ At the mecting of
organization Rew My, Jenkins, who was present, n'\|ll'~'~.\l'd the

wish of the congregations under his care to be received into this

Preshytery, stating as his reason, ““that having been eduecated in
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the Secession he was glad to have an pportunit ol O 4
himself with the chureh neh maintained the doetrine and
ipline whieh | d ever been aceustomed to believe most ag
wble to the Word of God I'his request was granted, and the
nistor of the outward connections of the congregation from that
on ist hstory of the several umon W the Preshyvterian Charel
m thad

OF thas Preshyter we find Rev, Mre. Jenkins Moderato

1842, and at one meeting manifesting signs of serious lness.  He
continued i harness, however, to the very end preaching on the
last Sunday, and after the sermon pointing out to the elders the
spot in the cemetery he wished for himselt During that sam
week he was called to rest from those arduous labours that, by
their nature, rank him alongside the Livingstones, Moffats, and

MacKays




urred in 1843, so that to-da
there are few  who  remembe
Very o vVividiy his |I"‘M.,V|v_‘ o

his }m‘l\\-l\HJ 1 e

solemmity of the vorship and
the reverence, akin to awe, with
r. Jenkins ispired not
only rselt as a clald, but the
vhole congregation

In that ministy of twent
six vears, Mre. Jenkins is said to

have married two  thousand

ouples, 11 this be an index to

E\ : " his  other labours, they  must

surely have been abundant
In Upper Canada only o few other congregations hold prec
denee to Richmond il Williamstown, organized about 1794
Bath, organized by Rev. My, MeDowall, about 1797 : Brockvills
organized by Rev, Mr. Smart in 1811, and some work carried on in

the Niagara distriet ; these and apparvently these alone precede Rich

mond THIL o Contral Ontarvio, from Kingston distriet, west to Nia

gara. the name and ministey o Rev. W, Jenkins ranks foremost

I'he next great period in the history of the chureh is that

oceupied by the ministry of Rev. Jas. Dick \fter the death of
Mr. Jenkins, a period of two yvears clapsed hefore Rev, Walter
Seoft was Hed, Little is recorded or remembered of his ministey

which was of only about three vears' duration.  On Mareh 14t)
1849, Rev, Jas. Dick was called, from the parish of Emily, and

from that to 1

77 gave good proof of his ministry.  This was the
golden age of the church’s history There was no break in hey
prosperity, and the records give abundant evidenee of the happy
relations existing between minister and congregation.  There are
many  references to the “indefatigable labours™ of the heloved
pastor, and many proofs of the affection of his people, in the steps

they took to eare for his comfort Mr. Dick, as many vet living
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I'l 1 attendan 1 | i huand
Riel 1 I at that t 1] ti report
stood both 1 numbers and finances, well in the lead of the United
Preshyvterian  congregations  of Upper Canada, and for ter
twelve vears maintained this position In 1861, Laskey and King
were separated from Richmond THIL and erected into an inde




| lent charge, witl e
ship at that time of about one
nundy
I'} records of this ;unu-“
are imteresting i the moral and
social progress they exhibit U'p
1850 the cases dealt with b
t Nession are almost entirel
those o oY (‘s {
\ dealt with ki I
) ner. tl partios 1
| ol i
stspend an the privileg
wdin )
'l N o reised in thos
! " horit
lts pronound ents wer t
| | | | 1t
i, in ) e the log on resulted i
| ~ ] 1" "
1 njom 1 ! | | 0 Nny .o s
‘ ] ation ha Cases ol 8 ) 1] 5
" i SOVl nsi For irregulan " "
attendance at chureh, members were sharply rebuked.  The genera
noral tone. however ns to nuprove ver muel Limmoralit
80 to decrease. and after 1850 intemperance is the prevailing
hare I'he very fact that this hegins to be considered s sonn
thing. and when as the vears pass, the censure of intemperance I
OMEeS MOre sevet it indieates a decided progress public, or at
least in religions public, opinion.  Eg \. B.. having under influ

ence of drink. attacked with abusive language X, Y., to the seandal
of the chureh and the cause of religion, was cited to appear hefore
the Session Ihe court decided that A, B, he for the present sus
pended from his privileges as me mber of this chureh, until he gives
evidence of repentance and reformation.  The Session also agreed
that this should be announced to the congregation as a warning to

those who herveafter live wickedly,”  The effectiveness of  this
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rebuke is to In

wind i the faet that the sad \. B ppeat
later as a good member and a faithtul off bearer of tl hurel

We are reminded of old davs b resolution. in 1858. that tl
new rool” of the chu he mae o na ) shingles |
the appointment ol ¢ Ot e n 1860 1 TR 1 ho
heay nps | urnisl u n th
hurel

In 1862, Al Moodie was engaged ax precentor In 1864

he trustees were authorized

to get a platform and seats for the
choir around the precentor’s desk

In 1868, the Session took up

the question of instrumental music, without

reaching a decision

In 1869, the Session discussed the revival of the Psalmody and the

introduction of hymns.  They approved the hymn book sanctioned

by the English Preshyterian Chureh, and requested the Synod to

adopt the same and sanction its use In 1872, the Session unani
13




HOUSI u ared  tha mstra

mental musie i the worship ol

God s not o itself sinful, vet
they think that in almost all
churches where 1t has been, and
is still, used, it tends to hinder

and  ultimately to silenee the
singing of the praise ol Grodd by
the congregation, and on this e
count, 1t tor no other reason

should not he sanetioned In

INTT, the point of view had so

changed that, by a vote ol the

congregation, 1t was  resolved

that the organ be used in the

S 4 ehurel In I8SS1, the Nession

o considering the desire of man

to change rom sitting to standing at the serviee ol prais i Vi
VOrsia Al prayver, reso d 1o ask the congregation to stand during
singing and to sit during praye In 1884, the Session agreed to
mtimate to the congregation that, i then opinion t would bhe for
the spiritual henefit of the members ol the chureh to use the hyvimns
adopted by the General Assewmbly in their serviee of prais s
short story of the evolution of the serviee of praise would not I
complete withont adding that in 1915 a fine new pipe organ was in

stalled and the choir capped and gowned

One item in 1867 s a resolution agreeing that Mr. Dick
should receive discount on all silver paid to him on his salary, and

for the present year to give him firewood in lien of sueh discount

Toward the close of Mr. Dick’s ministry an incident oceurred

ods and chattels of this good man

which seems pathetie,  The g
were seized and sold by publie anetion in Toronto,  This came
wbout as the result of a suit in the Court of Chancery, Lawson vs
Cruikshank.  Mr, Dick had apparently heen co-exeentor with Mr
Cruikshank of some estate, and thus the decision in the case affected

him equally.  The congregation very promptly, through its repre

14




Dick lived out pead Iv the remaining vears of his 1t YASSING 01
to his rest in 1885

In 1877, R Isanc Camphell was ealled he congregation
had taken steps in 1876 toward building a new manse, and this was
apparently completed for Mr. Campbell’s ocenpation I'he period
of his ministry is notable for the building of the new chureh. M

Campbell was a man of profound scholarship, and one of th
strong preachers of his day His able leadership proved guite

sufficient for s diffienlt task




Phe first st

Jan, 15th, 1880, when

tion was passed to build a new
vh Subseriptions Wer
taken amounting to $4.800.  No
ri) W wWas the progress ol events
that the corner st as  lad
July 1st of the same vear e
tota f hu building
iy urna N, decordimg to
report o 1 Hiding
i Was ¥0.5606, an amazing
low figure for the humlding we
¢ to-da I'hese were trving
times i the finaneial history of
1 ongregation and the Tl
1 ol the people was  put
Y B oSevere test When Mr. Camphell led to Listowel in
1884 debt of 3,250 still remained

cron, previously in Laskey and King, was

alled on Nov, Hth of the same yvem Mr, Cameron’s ministry was
devout, earnest and whole-hearted I'he period, however, was on
of great straon and diffienlty e the hastory of the congregation

I'he ordinary revenue suffered hecause «

the heavy debt the ehareh
still carvied, and gave both minister and Board no little concern

Mr. Cameron’s pastorate was comparatively short, as he was ealled

to Mornington in 1887, where he remained for twenty-two years

In October of the same vear Rev. W. W, Pervical was ealled
Mr. Percival is reported to have been an effective preacher and a

good administrator.  The seven years of his ministry were quiet and

uneventful, and in them the congregation paid off old scores and
reached fairly normal conditions again

After Mr. Percival’s resignation in 1894, Rev, James A, Grant,

of Toronto Junetion, was called.  Mr. Grant’s ministry and also his

winsome personality

are still fresh in the minds of his people. A
man of kindly

genial temper, he greatly endeared himself during

the fifteen years of his pastorate to every member of his congrega

16
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able in the pulpit, exeelled in his pastoral work By his energy
and activity in this direction he gave new stimulus to the congrega
tion, and during his short pastorate greatly inereased the mem

bership.  In 1913, Mr. Currie received a call to St, Johin's Church
Belleville, which he aceepted, much to the regret of Richmond Hill
In 1910 there oceurred the death of Alexander Marsh, who

had held the honourable office of elder for nearly hall a century




Early in 1914, the Rev. Robert Herbison. formerly of St Giles

Foronto, the present nister. was ealled During the last thre

and a hall vears the congregation has introduced a water-works

system, and made other repairs to s mstalled P
organ at a cost of about £3.500, enlargced and altered the choir loft
and orovided caps and gowns for t hott I'he ost  notahle

feature i the hite of the congregation, during that time, other than
|

s, I8 a decided mmerease i missionae nteres ndd  mssionar

s wWas given

contributions, the Sunday School giving now as muel

a very few vears ago by the whole ¢hurel

OF the famihies who formed the nuelens of the congregatio
in 1817 not many now remaaa in the immediate locality, one reason
heing that the congregation then drew members from King, Mark
territory Up to the middle o

ham ane Thornhall, a very larg

separate  congregations  wer ormed thest

the century, when
worthy folk travelled distances of one to ten miles to worship and

i teadition he trae, were constant and regular in attendanee to a
degree unknown to-day OF those who remain to-day the Marshs
Vanderburgs and Hislops seem to have been on the spot when
the congregation was organized.  The Marsh family can hoast of the
| the churel this family has also

sixth generation linked up witl

lateral branches nearly as ancient in the MeNairs and Boyles

Robert Marsh was one of the first elders, forming along with James

Miles the first sossion Fhe Hislop family also were among the

carliest, being present still to the fifth or sixth generation,  James

Hislop was a member of Session in 1840, This family also has a
lateral branch in the Moodies
Peter Vanderburg also appears as one of the original members

his family being well represented still in several hranches

The Munel

with the chureh at the outset

iw Tamily, while one of the first, was not identified

James Miles, one of the elders of the first session, leaves no
one of his name to-day in conneetion with the church,  Other names
are found of families from King, such as Henry Stewart, who was

an elder in 40, the Camerons, Jaffrays, Fergusons and others
Others, too, such as David Smellie, have still descendants in

the Thornhill section
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40 bears

ames Ledgerwood
r, Mrs. Langstafl
Thomas Morg:

William Dalziel, Jem

Joht




Fhus at this carly date one sees appearing the Morgans of
hornhill, also the Dalziels, onee of that vieinity, the MeNairs, the
Gambles and the Trenches, all of whom still remain in the neighbor

In 1849 the list shows., among othe the names of James

Jenkins, Elder, Thomas Lawson, Thomas MeBeth, Charles Pollock
Juames Newton, James Gamble, John Mekie, Cameron Gillis: and

e ISH0 William Cruikshank, Dr. James Langstaff. William Marsh

\Vexander Marsh, indicating tl presence of the Newtons at this
period At the same time, 1850, the Dalziels, Smellies, Millers and
others appear in a separate Thornhill list, indicating that an ind
pendent  congregation had heen organized ere on Mr. Dick's
irrival I'he Hamiltons must also have come about this time, fo
the Session of 1852 has the names of Johin Hamilton and €, Pollock

In I8H4 Thomas Woods and Thomas Folliot are elders from
the King distriet, and Samuel Muir at Thornhill: and in 1855
Walter Dalziel, also of Thornhill

In 1858 the roll contains the momes of Aun Playter, William

Poguce, William Innes. George 1. Dickson, Jolin Hamilton, elder

James MeNair, George Sylvester Savage : at Thornhill, Leshe Tnnes

Mrs., Cox, Mes, Morgan: and in King, James Ness n 1860 the
names of William Russell, John Waterhouse, John Story, Matthew
MeNair, Alexander Moodie are found, the elders  then  being
Benjanmin Jenkins and James Mitehell In 63 Alex. Marsh is a
member of Session, and the names of John Savage, Charles Kirk
land and Robert Cox are recorded, the last at Thornhill

In 1865 the Session consists of John Hamilton, Banjamin
Jenkins, James Ralston, Alexander Marsh at Richmond Hill, and
Samuel Moore, Walter Dalziel, James Jenkins, W, O, Stark at
Mhornhill Ineidentally, the Thornhill Church was acquired by
purchase, in 1852, for the sum ol €152

Those elected to the Session from that  time on o owere

James Ness, 1869 David Gray, George Trench, James Webster
IS8 Alexander lunes \lesander  Linkletter 1889 William
Innes, Thomas Thompson, 1894 George Sims, 1908 .. 8. MeNan
imd George Cowie, 1909 Dr. W, R, Pentland. 1913 J. Frank
Atkinson and William George Seott, 1916
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