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Tbk Council, in submitting'the Annual Report, would bog to enumerate as briefly as possible the various matters

Parliament.
The Bankrupt Act proposed by 

Council for examination, its provisions were found

“ XSittgXtïSS, Ü'îC.S ». «•—« f -5 £Lake to tlio want of water, the Council deemed it -necessary to obtain official statements from Capain IBeI, of•the 
Harbour Commissioner’s Office, and of James Holmes, Esq., Secretary of the Trinity Hoard, as to he f r '
channel of navigation, by which it was clearly shewn that the steamer was not m the channel when she ran aground, 
and that there was more water in the channel than the vessel was drawing at the time.

which were submitted to the Harbour Commissioners, who did not deem it expedient to alter the tariff atj re e .
Representations having been made as to rice, the produce of the United Status being; admitted free of duty,, 

rice from the British East Indies is charged at 121 percent., this matter was brought under the attention of Ilia 
Excellency the Governor General, by Memorial ; but your Council have not yet heard that any action has been take 
thererm^thoughiiniM Wn^agaii^brougbUo the n^otteo ofJ.he^Government.^^ addre8aed t„ the

Honoralde^^pechwGj^ralj^idMTOuUcd^ti^thc prmn^t^pe^ this port,regarding complaints winch hadbeen.made

to the Council on the want of certain facilities for transacting Customs business, which were promptlyfor 
Collector. At the same time it was represented to the Collector that a practice had obtained at this port of charging tor 
lockage, while at no other port in the Province did a similar custom prevail.—This was also promptly remedied.

A Memorial was presented to Hi. Excellency the Governor General on the necessity and advantage of estabhs - 
ing an efficient line of Ocean Steamers between Canada and Liverpool, and praying that he would be pleased to sancU n 
a contract for such a line. The Council are gratified in being able to state that this has been ; done but whether vessels
of sufficieidpower in tow'ofrteamere'wR^iRhaving I^IoIsot'board, was brought

undorthe ^Trade Tariff for Storage, Commissions, &c„ was carefully amended, revised and published for the

of M^j^e"overnment of France haTing deputed Commander De Belvèle to visit Canada, with the view of 
on our Trade and Commerce, the Council deemed it their duty to tender to that officer the hospitalities of the Tr^c 
of the City, a id in the name of the Merchants and Board of lrade, invited him and the Officers of the frigs 
.. Capricieuse’- to a public dinner, which was accepted ; and the Council have reason to believe that the visit will prove

ThetnconventencTmid^loss arising from the new postal arrangements of the Mother Country were brought under 
the notice of the Postmaster General. The matier received prompt attention, and the evil complained “n“ beei
remedied. In connection with this subject the Council beg to express their sense of the activity, . »"d imifo™ 
courtesy, which Mr. E. S. Freer, Post Office Inspector of Montreal, has shewn during the past season, in meeting the 
wants and wishes of the mercantile community in the despatch and receipt of mails. . .

A Petition from Dealers in Leather, praying that an Inspector of Leather might be appointed, having been laid 
before the Council, a copy thereof, with the recommendation of the Council, was sent to the Honorable Inspector
0e,‘eA'Sy renTrarZtS £tt B^rd’wa, called on the 20th Sep,ember last on the subje-t of the Georgian 

Bay Canal and a Memorial was adopted, praying His Excellency the Governor General to cause an immediate survey to 
lie made. The Council are happv to be able to state that the Government have promptly acceded to this request, and
lllM n,ITXVLma!LrmT.gthl*'1.tii'-TiXm.,,i„ .to»i.gbe.™

•... ïSisuf-rSKaïa.Lcssnc,».0...™.,. 1...-™.,». ».m. ».,
expenditure yet necessary, to deepen the navigable channel through Lake Ht. Peter to 20 feet at low water, should w 
assumed by the Government, and the Harbour Commissioners relieved therefrom. The Council are not yet aware h 
decision the Government have come to on this important subject; but as the improvement is manifestly not a loc“ 
a public work, which must cheapen transport, and thereby benefit the Province generally, the Council earnestly 
hope that this matter may receive due attention from Government, and that the Harbour n'n) .
relieved from liability, ami "lie left free to use the credit of the Trust, for improving the Harbour of Montreal, 
commensurate with the magnitude of the improved channel of navigation to Quebec.

the Hon. Mr. Belleau in the Legislative Council having been submitted to the 
tisfactory, and a Memorial against the Bill having been addressedm '

The
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The eubject of weight» and measures lms engaged the attention of the Council, but no definite action thereon has 
vet been had. Your Council would, however, urge on their successors, and on the Government the great conveni
ence an,1 benefit which would result to the Trade of this Province by the adoption of the decimal system, as well in the

been taken to obtain the desired cln uge, which the Council hope will result satisfactorily. .
Tim geographical advantage, o', red by the proximity of the Labrador Coast to England, and the con.narat.ve ease

EEHEEEEEE^^lF^iconstruct and keep in operation such a line. The Council believe that by the extension of the propre.1 wi e 
V, Forteau Hay, the transmission of intelligence between England and this Continent, by means of the Canadian Oc in 
Steamers, would he shortened about sixty hours during the period of navigation, while the extension of a wire acr°99 t ® 
Straits to St. Johns, Newfoundland, would in both summer and winter secure an uninterrupted communication Nor o 
your Council see any insurmountable difficulty in connecting the lme at Forteau Bay, with Greenland, Ieelant^ the 
"Faroe, Shetland and Orkney Islands, by a sub-marine wire, and by this means secure the long desired electric communt-
cat'on^bctween^Europc^and Atncrua^^^ ^ ^ Councj, |iy Board of Brokers, relative to the system now pursuedjn 

this City in the Inspection of Flour and Meal, measures are being taken to obtain a change in the law, by which the
Canadian adEîcdmffii- principal Subjects which hale engaged the; r attention during the past year,

and with Canada West is rapidly increasing, the trade of Quebec and Montreal with the interior is not progressing, as 
the following table shews :—

some amendment in the law

♦
EXPORTS.

Port of Quebec.
.................................. £‘2,050,851

........................... 1,270,373
, | j........................... 1,558,702

IMPORTS.

.................................. £712,398

.........................................................  686,441

.........................................................  745,531
Total Erjmrts ami Imports at the Ports of Quebec and Montreal.

£0,110,298 
4,160,196 
6,700,344

These figures conclusively show the almost stationary character of the Commerce of Quebec and Montreal for the 
last 10 years®while the value of the Importa and Exports for the whole Province, in the 10 years ending in 1854, has
m'rt You/cwil' btîievVtlmtlhi» state of things is alarming in the extreme to the people of Lower 
to rouse Die attention of the Government of the country to its cause and remedy. Whatever may ^ave been the cause 
or causes which have led to this state of things,—whether, by the sudden engrafting of the system of ™
previously protective in its character, it is now but of little practical use to investigate Your Council txiheve D at tlie 
Le has passed away when the people of Western Canada can be asked to pi.y higher duties on goods commg from 
sea via the St. Lawrence, than on the same god, procured elsewhere. But A,ey cannot help thinking that it is of the 
greatest importance, and ought to he a matter of the deepest interest, and calling for the earnest effort ofjvery 
Canadian, whether in the eastern or western section of the Province, to secure, if possible, the Trade and Commerce of 
the country through its own channels, instead of through a foreign country, and by the agency of foreign merchants. 
That this is not the rase at present will be seen by the following table 

Exports to British West Indies,...
Imports from “ ”... ,
Total Exports to all Foreign Countries, (except the United States,).............................................
Total Imports from all Foreign Countries, (except the United States,)........................................

Total Importe from and Exports to the British West Indies, and all Foreign Countries, (except 
the United States,)

Total.
£2,777,648

1,673,059
1,892,311

Port of Montreal. 
x,i 20,797 

420,736 
333,609

1845
1850
1855

£3,332,650
2,486,137
3,808,033

£2,020,252
1,793,695
3,062,802

1845
1850
1855

1845
1850
1855

£2,248
1854.— 668

46,332
338,777

£388,025
£3,883,274

2,604,720Importe from the United States,. 
Exporte to * “

Imports from and Exports to United States in 1854,....................... .. . . ... . i6’487,904 .

and thev would urge on their successors the necessity of keeping the subject before the notice of Government believ-

tiZftSiyeTSS 5® c. r.i-1- I— ,..
of the Trade of the country, no notice has yet been taken of the great measures which the Council deem essential 
to remedy the existing evils, and the Council regret to say that the effort, of the mercantile classes m Lower 
Canada, to draw trade through the St. Lawrence, have nut met w,th that consideration from Government, nor from the 
people of Western Canada, which the importance of the subject demanded. The Council believe that in consequence 
S the enormous investments in Public Works, for which the people in both sections of the Province are heavily taxed 
to pay the annual interest, and which at present give no revenue, every one is interested in making these works, if 
possible, the channels of trade from sea to the interior. If this result can be secured, and not only an increased revenue 
obtained, hut transport and charges on Imports and Exports to and from the interior reduced, then it is evident that the 
people of Western Canada, who are the most numerous, and who, no doubt, contribute a lar ;r amount of the duties 
than the people of Lower Canada, are deeply interested in every work, even if such work is constructed "' Lower 
Canada, while it has for its object the cheapening of freight and charges on transport. Even light-house in the Gulf 
of the St. Lawrence, every harbour of refuge for the sea vessel, has a direct tendency to lessen the cost of Insurance, and 
to facilitate and cheapen the cost of transport. The improvement of lake and nver navigation, either by adapting the 
navigation to larger veiacls, or by lessening the dangers, are all matter, to which the people of both cectiomTi 
an equal and common interest ; and the Council beg to express the opinion that the political union of the eastern and

♦
state

:t\.-
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of the Province will be most effectually and beet secured, when the great fact, unfortunately so long 

imPrThe Cou3 of “Id have, on various occasions during the past eight yearn, pointed out the importance of
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western sections

t
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"£458Tlds‘seems to your Council a financial mis-management of the most grave character, which although frequently

EHBEElEZE|-^E^lBi

EE3E5BH;sHE5E3B"^~!2EH

é^±^^^s^^sssjxrssxai
and the adoption oTa.1 valorem instead of specific duties, are matters of the first importance, wd 
attention. Many new lights are yet required in the Calf of the St. L»wrmce specially E® in,cr of Public
“ Point Aiguille,” and in this opinion the Council are supported by the Reports of Mr. 1 ago, t Ç b provided.
Works Who in strong language urges their immediate construction, and it is to be hoped they will shortly be provided. 
On this subject a Memorial hts been addressed to the Government, pointing out the Mamcouagan Shoal p 1
pl8C0Thé cSltdfu^Zrl^r^office the necessity for again renting out to
we have Reciprocity with the United States, in the free exchange of the natural products of.'« "'' “"the ori'ri.Tal

t tSSTTSÆ S'S fi «S -

t STwisr r =* - *•**“•

Quebec*and'MontreaH» only £5,700.344, and that th/lmport, and ^P-^of .he ports of New fork and .^«on, of 
goods entered for consumption, and of domestic produce exported, amounts to £o7,051,000 in 1850 Jr m J;tion
nf£?5 504 000 from Boston in 1854, or a total of £73,175,000, they cannot remain silent; for it is their conv euon

best for the Exports and Imports to and from the northern and western portions of this Continent 
™ All nevertheless respectfully submitted,

♦

JOHN YOUNG,
President.

Office or thk Board or Trade,
Montreal, 27th March, 1850.


