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June 14th, 1928.

Misa F. L. Shepard,
Box 158i>-, Route Ho. 6, 
Athens, Ohio.

Dear Madam:-
In the absence of the Principal 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 
12th applying for a position in the Department of 
German at McGill University.

I regret to have to inform you 
that the staff of this Department is complete for 
next session.
file and should a vacancy occur will be given every 
consideration.

Your application will be placed on

Yours faithfully.

Secretary to the Principal.
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assLstant .Ohio University 1918-1919
" 1919IfA.R.

teacher,high school.Richmond,Va. 1919-1920 
student,Ohio State University,summer 1920 
teacher,high school,Washington,0,0. 1920-1921 
student.George Washington University 1920-1921 

K.À. "
instructor,0hio State University 1921-1925 
student,Germany and Prance,summer 1922 

" University of Oalifor nia,summer 1924 
instructor and student,Rryn Mawr Oollege 1925-1920

awarded Anna Ottendorfer Memorial Fellowship 1920

" 1921»

student,University of Vienna,Austria 1926-1927 
instructor,0hio State University 1927-1928
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Principal.

Bver yours faithfully,

Dear I£r. 3a ton*

I am sorry indeed
that I was not in the office today when you 
called for I should have been gl id to see you 
again.

1 c ciigratulate
you on the posit ion you now hold at the 
University of Michigan and wish you every 
possible success.

Cordially recipro
cating y ur good wishes*

I am,

Professor J. W. Baton, 
Univers it y of Michigan, 
Ann Xr «or, Michigan.

27th December, 
1 9 2 9 .

%
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October 10* 19-îO.

Dr* Iï. Traiter, 
Departnent of German, 
IIcGill University*

Th&nl: you vory much for your courtesy 
ln rao the copy of your book on Hèlno.

I hopo to have tho pi ensure of reading
it very soon*

"lth kind regards, 

I am,

Ikrer yours faithfully.

Principal*

mm __■

*

I

I

■ %'

7

m.

;mr ‘M "

■

m
m

1#



_________________________

Haro h 14 , 1930*

Professor . • I»* Graff, 
Department of German»

D©ar Professor Graff,

The Principal asks mo to tell 
you that in reply to hie invitation to The Modern 
Language Association regarding holding thoir annual 
meeting in Montreal in December, 1932, Professor 
Carlo ton Brown has answered that the natter win 
he placed before the Executive Council.

He adds that usxially tho
selection of a place of mooting is made a little 
over a year in advance.

Tours very truly.

Secretary to the Principal.

mmm
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Report on tpe desirability of or.: ni3in ; pnonetic rork .t hcjill.

This aemor .ndun gives expression to the views of the writer ,s an individu ul

member of the

-is such, in bringing up tnis nutter of pnonetic tr ining for consideration the 

writer has been led exclusively bp his desire to serve the interests of tne University

and by :iis convict is . tu.. goo a ronouncin ■ habits on tie part of tne students, both 0.4
I

us regards tne mother tongue and foreign 1..nuages, c....mot be secure . unless some

special provision is nude for expert phonetic gala once -nd training.

I assume tnu, it is annitteu tnat tnere is room for much improvement in tne

pronunciation of many of our st meats. I also the it for granted tant prom me i .•> tion 

is considered one of the most important aspects of langu . ,-e study. ,.s far .s the

mo viler tongue is concerned, it expresses uxL gives social s . aiaing, culture, presti ge, 

power. In learning . foreign l.igu.a it is ,3 essential as ;r :nn , uic.l ,cc or ,cy 

md liter ary form, hen -, person is c ...lied upon to express himself, or to re d in 

or • • 1 . 1 up {X f i - . :’Ou ; i ,ti . ’ill oft— . _ i.. i u secret c-uste. . 01

commiseration on tne pert of the informe a listener if it does not subject the speaker 

to open ridicule. ..lore over, u full literary „pp.: mini ion in my lan 1.. :;e is possible 

if tne student n. ,3 aqquired tne none tic and rhytmndc-.l sense peculi : to tne 

Language concerned. ...etrics md versifier.cion ire phonetic in origin md, nature. jn 

the teaching of both mother tongue and foreign lnngu.. ,e<, 1 te toner with . poor pro- 

nunci..tion communie ttas ni3 defects to hundreds of pupils.

onl

-he onus js of a faulty pronunciation .re fundamental!,, me s jne met her me

. or a forei.,n lnn.guyge is involved. They -.re either of - physiological 

n me, or ira re ., jits co.-t^CL v. . rm.lt of special -mvironr. n-„ ■.! influença .

Ih this respect . camp or .live under standi:^ of tne spleen habits convent ion-1 i zed 

in different l.ngun .es is of tne great,st value. 3ut tnis is not .lvzays possible, md 

for practical purpose3 it is sometimes more udvant igeous to keep tne v ri us 1 n ;u g es

a p srt.

m regard to vue uotu.r tongue, English, « distinction must e 1. ede bet sen

mo 1 re bro gat up in genuine Jnglish spe.dcin^ s aero «usings and thosetuo ,c 3 u iuents



I
forei n environnant../nose speech n s been influenced sli jatly or consider abl. -,

, City like Montreal ith its 1 .rge french, jewisn .sad other lore! u papal non,

•es jet ole mo ortio .. of un sti . t boay 7
m

the 1 it ter cl us of stu rents represents ..

j:i,: defects of non <?i tion net it. - u. : : .n-unts rot _ u

. v .riety of infl tences uicn c n -e ;cner .11, terne4 -a 

be tr .cec. to the soci .1 cl .;s to ich the spe liter be lor. s,

,nd it is the function of the Bullish

cert.ihly devi: tin-’ md

,re aue tospen-.ing hones

dialectal, Of vuicncnn

re not e.-Oticjuen uefectsor -o v j'. nursery.

to decide uicn of these pronunciations .redepartment

•hich re not devi ..tin;; from ùntever the den irtnent ohooses to consider =. reeog-

p ill , str . ionj; I a .ve no, icon 

6oi.... .• . or i .loot .1
ni zed st muard form of kiglish speech. To ;ive

the sounding or omittin • of h in t , j 'rong pi toe, the use oi

confusion of ? nd r, the v/rong voici.;.,- or unvoicing ofdiphthongs .nv. vo.re 1 s, 

nedi .1 .au. fin 1 conson.nts.

the

exotic influences h .ve interfered, the defects -reOn the other hind, here

sj-eeoh-h .bits peculiar to tne influencing foreign 1 .n i.

oia n -, the 1-,
chief lp tr me .ole to vne

she most conspicuous nispronunci; -ions involve t re tu-,

stress conditions, vo /el m.. lipnthon ,± uimbre, t

done of
ne-id t ne r- sounds,the w-

n il ic ..uantity.aspiration, assiuil-ai ns

■oo d u r o nunc i a t i o n is one or the most

. navoicing nc. unvoici.. ; oi cons on un ,3,

In the study of - fouei.;n 1 mgUa e .

. K
!

;c _uire.. indi-Vic It because of t ne most tenueio i3 of human habits, thoseIt is so

in tue jro,,esa of 1 .ngus ,e learning from the earl childhoo 

leavea everytniii;; to enanoe nd .nioh is b .sen upon tne 

event u flly no vn«- trie-., h-.-.s proved utt rl., inn de g into. Three o vio - re - sons '-V 

pronunciation is not given the proper attention re the following: (I) The teacher 

does, not -mor now to tackle une problem unless he is “ononetic conscious ’, being

2he olu. method uicn

fallacy th .V imitation ill

,/ble to speak veil oneself, is not .sufficient _u .lific .tion for correcting; tne speech 

of some one /no spe. -ns badly, 'fne f ailure to recognise this is respom iule xor

.ho vo ild be so foolish as to trust the treatment of nis

u ion

vaste of time nd energy.

health to a healthy person merely because this person is health,/?

(8) The amount

Ü'r- ik

______________________________________________________________________
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J.

.ûred. -Or tne er.--.uic .Lion of bun speech h doitsof put lent rid systematic drill re 

frightens the ordinary language instructor, especial1, i- his interests - re ; :ore of

...id if he is not phonetically coape tent, [à) our curricula leave

-i-

u literary ch .r .cter

staff members evi-=n if they be one tic-11,, 

patent, c .nnot uivert any ti. e from their -lread. he .vy duties.

2he diffievilty is me -renter, tne more ,/idel the pronouncl."1 h

those ch .ravteristic of the foreign language.

because of t .e

corn-no time for such training, m,. our

its oeculiarlib

to tue mother tongue are different from

In tais respect, french is more dif-'ic It ta .a Jen.' .n, especi..li„, 

peculiar french accentu.l conditions nd nasal vowels, 

diphtnongizin tendencies of tne major it; of English speaxin.; p r -pns. i ano./ very

Cj,
in Spe a.in ; my foreign 1 mgu- e, out it is incontestable possibl . to eliminate tne

■/hat is culled "accent" in this connection refers to -

,1 ,o o€c use of taeana

more conspicuous aefects. 

multitude of more ind less subtle peculiarities, tue ai..gnosis of v/nien is impossible 

sufficient amo mt of gametic Knowledge aid experience, ahe apeech-if one 1 icks ;

deep-rootev. tu-.t taey vitiate 

A foreigner

habits icquired in learning one's mother tongue are so

one's interpret-tion of tae speecn-habits pec ...i .r to .mother 1 -h,u - o. 

m .y spend years in bnglish speaaing surroundings zitno-t even noticing t «at he is

of .articulation in a intonation foreign to hi :lisa spe oca. in isusing various manners 

is tr ie /nether tae foreigner is oth.raise educated or aot, ue obs ,-rved byas may

,io ; much orseinto cout-ct with forei n friends or .cguaintan.ees.

hardly ny opportunity to live in

anyone mo comes

conditions must ue among o ir students /ho h .ve

french or derm .a surroundings it is eas; to see. a'ot the tact that co ir- — — - -0A

students is absolute!; insui.fi-

jhe students ire li"xelv to interpret taeir

tongue «vith its different 

.aid opportunity given to each Student dor

0Ui; , „red to t i....... :u at of xtige ' ilch

instructor to ais students' pro

ud unuvrstood o,/ taeducted in i foreign Ian,,uage 

cient to produce tne desired res lit.

instructor's pronunci ...i . a in terns of their own mo. aox 

articulatory mid acoustic bases. ïhe tine 

speahing aid pronouncing -re negligible 

tae issue .emands. -he attention given by the

nunci it ion is necess-ril. s; ill, oec .use of the nun, r of Students involve,.

tine the st.tenants made by tue spending students a /e to ,e ,

-nd

___ __________________ ____ _________________________________
1
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«fcdjea. fro; „.m si . of vie -• 0 

ing stuaent ai. uelf

anovlu„ :u, liter ...7 aiders .nain », etc. Lae speuïi- 

i- obviously so ore occupied, /it à tac tno ;nt ae is to express, 

-ac toc icul„• , .a. correct• xta t.iu construction oi ais sentences, 

fora of verbs, nouns,
.;ranmtical

adjactives, 

entirely neglected, unless pronunciati

jcono ns, e tc., tart ais pronunciati0a is ..JLnost 

*1 i- o”iven .ttention to tae exclusion of ..11 f.\

otaar at„rs, ^aere is no nope taut conditions rill substantiel ally improve. On 

Î ii - Lance an correction, extra-

4
contri.rÿ^Tst'.iaaxictae —- continue s pr .ctice,

oruin .ry results cun obt lined.

*^ut ,n essential prerequisite is 

organization of tais work be theoretic ,11. 

lines, phonetics is a discipline in it.:elf, 

acquaint moo /it it c. amot a improvised, ..Itno

. p a son orj persons i c. ■ .r. a 0. ' the

jT .ctic .11. trained Ion,» pa on.; tic 

./itn many ramifie .tions

anc.

an. . pplic .tiuns;

,a it happens often eno * a t.. _t
1 persons convers .at with tae literary .m jrummatical mpects of U u. 

in otner non-phone tic lines 

Oiily reveal to the pnone uicallp informed 

nkivete of

or scholars

m*ce ûo pr.atic pr onouncene nts -bout .promunci^ti jn unie a 

observer the profound ignorance and

/

the speaker. itho it a f -ir ..mo ait of specialised prep .r ..tion - pur on
do in; speech-..-or k is ornd to vzaste ni3 ovni ah ais pupils * tine .s ..all 

lx ni3 efforts .re to se successful,

s tne
money investouin ais ,ork. it is necessary that
he .meters sand all tae processes, physiolo ;ical nd psychological, ta it la 

speeca. ;e must be able to .a.-lyse she
i£.xe up

m-tonical ,nh physiological mechanism of
speech, tne relationship of hearing so -rticul .tion, 

mpir .tion, voicing 

ton ,sion,

-he processes of assimilation, 

sat relationship of untlty to stress, in-

i.. sat 1 ngua « known aid ta .s to . e

a... unvoicin 

s.x peculiarities convention .lized

1 ear ne d; ne must a . e developed, y pr cti e 

ox sco is tic sensitiveness for t je discriuin . 

n .tears -re just ,s dangerous in

aid experience, consider .ble degree 

L-ion of tae n.ny subtle components of

a

speech.
-ais field ■ 3 fi.-ck doctors are in the

medic .1 field.

It is obvious sa it u comprehensive speech department would 

-s x.'t caused b
dso a ./e to leal

-a,‘.tonic..1 or nysiolo it il con ..itions ,.s 

tae lier vous systems tut ter in , h .relip mu cleft -.1 Le

0 K.

./ita s ica speeca defects

well .. by disturb ..aces in

c .ses, de .f .... -sub children etc. J. Jut tae -e done a .re requires a more

■■■■*
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5.
sped .1 orient . .io.. e „ill^ m.. 

speui .11 :.t.s, cnil,ir»n»s sped -lists, both in to.m

I ~r-: tola m..t neurolo .lots, psycni...trisis, mro -.t

- - o. ,1 Victoria ospiv -ly 

,re iieenl interested in having some sort of speech clinic established t.ut ,/ouid

< . 1/

c .re of tae untie rots pathological c :e3 7itu mien the.; met. 

oeing one of tie most i ,ort ait manifest; „ions 

sociologist ar- interestea in it from

oreover, s eech

of nunan life, * ae psycholo ;ist au

tie point of vie,? of psychic .aid soui -1 oe-

e oetter unaerstooa .aid must 

continue to ; tiue tae or. .ctic .1 /or- -one in t.je aepart;. ,aa of s xieca,

heturning to tae defects of pron mcim ion aue to fais el .c. lire j. a hits, I 

o'isn to emphasise tne folio à

snoai.. be given onn stuaents in ni; u-school before

tesh r/iour • -peeen-resc .run am u .used speecn -efects to

1 0 points. ( I)'j?ae i..eu tant .'correct pron anoint ion

tne y cone to ;.ic Grill does not

exempts o.ii in-iver.it frot fill. t ,;np. in f ct, oar c irriculuc cun e mo n

to oner a gooa variety of c.o rses tant she ala be t ...en c re of L oar im-scnools. 

fur tae more, aign-scnool tenders

if tney ..re $iven adeca-te training for 

tae

c.ai oe expectea to do intelli ent spueca ./or., only 

ilch c ...1; ......... , u: ,l

Univ.rsit^ -ma n tae hi n-senool curriculum is si pis cert-in ..no nt of tine

(2)pnone me ./or— done .. tae University voulu not 

me top of * pyramid; unless re

<£ of ill s o ecn-vrork,

Ij. I ./ere pressed to Hin.e practic il suggesti us i. tais m tter* 

tentatively s ibmit tne folio,/in.;
(i) a phonetic .lly trained man should be appointed for the organisation of a 

pnohe tic departmeat.

suen

to speecn training exclusively, 

be a refined luxury, - *e satisfied vita /as teful

I snould

:

(2) rnis department snould be inaependent of tne various Ian . ;e departments, 

(u) .co irse in tne ore tic-. 1 , one tic : sa il ci be iven. it -/ou la oe t, ..en,

prospective Imgu.. ;e te icuers, by such students s risn to roceed to

for

ins v nee,

s maies involving historic..1 puonetics s.-cn miglo-d—con, . iddle li ;h he mm,

Historical grammar, Classical

french

md Comparative philology, by students in psychology 

,vno .re interested in speech, by other st ...ents /no for so; e reason or other re in

speci .1 nee a of becoming ■’ j lonvtic conscio s. ”

(*) all stuaents nee a in ; correction of speecn defects mu ia .. handed over
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L-S iiiiou. oi tr c i.tnent revised, vhi3 tre , t. eat 'u tId. ou ,'iven b,» . 3sis u _5 eit .n-r in 

t j=i ue u’ti vut Ox onetics or xu toe --o .rt. tint of t -j 1 n u e concerned. lie ' ilor 

drill „d pronouncing -ro ips u il a nave to e formed.

(6) ïïhe f met i uns 01' tae oa one tic department s no ala be cle .rly defined against 

tnose of tne sever.»! existing i:.u ga . 3-e den -rtuent3. ..his coalâ ae aone /itnout jreat 

dix'fic alty. nor inst nice, 3 . .-ch or., c m be divide . i .to ni: '3rent strata, only 

tne loner of .•'.• icn no tie. be do ..It vitn by tne Department of Pnonetics. .ouch loner 

-lxn_-. strata nould involve the correction of mispronounced sounds* vov/e 1 timbre* 

diphthong! autiun, is-imil tion, .spiration, voie in nu mvoicl , i>. hort, all 

defects die to the introduction of peculiarities borrow u. from ... foreign lan.;a - ?e or 

dialect, ant a person's pronunci iti a n .. 1 correct, i. e. in Keeping ./ita . e 

spirit of t j 1 n .... ;e, ....a yet present . iy m ryes of cle mess, distinctness, 

nor it./, fluenc^f, tion,etc.

so-

could oe -macr tne jurisdicti -n of lichever of oar 1 .m,p..„ge depart, ents is interested

in ;ork of t - ,t nnt re.

(6) Because u.ie University is compelled to adhere to ~ pro,cram of econo y, 

especial , !.. regard to professors' salaries, tie scheme sujala not be" st-rted 

until it cm oe fin.need in . \rvj t t,t v/oald not ct t.ie present source of 

income.

>à A



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts

Department of Psychology

June 20, 1932

Dear Professor Graff,
z-, I am in complete accord with you as to the

necessity for more attention being pail to linguistics at McGill. 
As you are aware the psychologist is interested from two points 
01 "view™ research and cure. The latter depends to a great extent 
upon uhe lormcr and at the present time we arc very much in the 
dark as to the major causes for the occuAnce of many speech
ii foots, i can assure rou th t this department will contribute its 
share towards a better understanding of this important question 
and also towards the practical use of our knowledge in the treat
ment of cases. In nearly all the important university centers of 
blie . rollcL speech clinics have been set up and if possible the same 
should be done here.

Very sincerely yours.

klX-Xi

Professor .7, L. Graff, 
Department of Germanic 
McGill University.

Lariqqylges
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McGill University

MONTREAL ♦ J^6 2l» 19j2e
Faculty of Arts

Department of Germanic Languages

pj

Sir .rthur currie,
Principal, McGill university, 
Montreal,

Dear Sir Arthur :

im I notice that i*of. 7.D. Tait's letter got mixed, up among some of my 

papers. I am enclosing it in this envelope.■ I
■

Very sincerely yours,

/
I

1

■

,r

■
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-
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McGill University3$

m June 20, 1932.

Dr. W.L. Graff,
Department of Germanie Languages.

Dear Dr. Graff,

I have read over your memorandum on the organization

of phonetic work at McGill with great interest, and I now wish to say 

that I agree with your arguments and conclusions unqualifiedly, 

which can be done to make the students in this Faculty more voice-conscious 

or which will in any way lead then to improve their appreciation of the 

spoken word will always have my unconditional support.

Anything

I need scarcely

add, however, as you do yourself at the end of your memorandum, that no

further University expansion should be attempted while existing salaries 

are being reduced in amount.

Yours very sincerely,

a-

Dean
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McGrI LL UNI VE R SIT Y
Faculty of Arts

Department of Germanic Langoagks
MONTREAL

v , June 19, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Arts Building,
Montreal.

S

Bear Sir Arthur:

« At your request I am submitting to you in 

writing the main points of my oral suggestions made during our 

conversation of a few weeks ago. The reason why I have not sent 

you this memorandum sooner is because I had to dispose of various 

other urgent matters first. I am also enclosing » letter from 

Prof. W.D. Tait giving expression to his interest in this matter 

from the point of view of psychology.

Very skncerely yours,

ImI-s■

g!
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GOETHE CENTENNIAL

Arranged by the MONTREAL BRANCH OF THE GOETHE SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Programme of Lectures and Entertainments given in Commemoration of the 
hundredth Anniversary of Goethe’s Death, March 22nd, 1832.

February 1st, 1932. Goethe’s Life. Illustrated. Professor H.Walter

Professor W.L. GraffFebruary 8th, 1932. Goethe’s Art of Living.

Professor Barker Fairley, 
University of Toronto.

February 15th, 1932. Goethe the Poet.

Professor C.W. HendelFebruary 22nd, 1932. Goethe and Philosophy.

February 29th, 1932. Goethe and Science. A Symposium.
A• Goethe’s Attitude to Science.

Dr. H.W.A• Hickson 
B. Goethe’s Scientific Achievements.

Professor H. Oertel.

& 1

Professor A.S. NoadGoethe in English Literature.March 7th, 1932.

Dramatic Recital (in German). Mr . Max Montor, 
New York City.

March 14th, 1932.

All these lectures will be given on their respective dates at 8.30 p.m. 
at Moyse Hall, McGill University.
The public is cordially invited to attend.
Lectures will be in English.

A banquet will be held on March 22nd, 1932.

Those interested in joining the Goethe Society (fee $5.00, 
valuable publications of the Goethe Gesellschaft of Weimar) please 
communicate with Dr. H. Walter, McGill University.

including the



"4,

January 6, 1932*

Professor H. Walter,
Department of Germanic Languages, 
McGill University*

My dear Professor Walter,
Let me thank you sincerely 

for your courtesy In sending me the programme of the 
Goethe lectures to be given during February and March. 
It Impresses me as a very fine programme and I hope 
to be able to attend some of these lectures, 
and your associates are to be congratulated on this 
ac t Iv 1 ty •

You

With best wishes.
I am

Yours faithfully,

Principal*

■■■HH

________________________________________________________________________________
__

__
_
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Professor K» Walter
Department of 5emanic Languages,
2:63111 Univorsity.

Dear Professor Walter,

Thank you very much Indeed for the copy of your hook, and I am delighted to 
hear of the most favourable prase comments and 
reviews It had received, 
to reading it when the busy period is

V, ith all kind wishes,
I am,

Ever yours faithfully.

I ahall look forward
over.

Prino lpal

X

1

April 30th, 1931.



- X x

>

J
V

,

/



____________________________________________________
:5S

MACDONALD COLLEGESI"'U

McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS : POST OFFICE:

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA

fegfe
OFFICE OF THE BURSAR

m

April 15, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie , G, C.ll.G., E.C.B., 1L.D., 
Principal,
Lie G ill University,
MONTREAL, P. x.

Hear Sir Arthur,

I enclose a letter from
Mr. John Konothy in which he applies for a osition 

here as a teacher of German.
:•

I have acknowledged
the letter, informing Ilr. Konothy that we have no

vacancy at the moment, but that I have forwarded 

his application to you.

Yours faithfully,

T. FRED. /-AD, 
Bursar.

J
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McGill University

MONTREAL
Faculty of Arts

Department of Germanic Languages

March brd. 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,

We are arranging to hold our Goethe Banquet,

which will conclude the series of our commemoration events

on March 22nd. in the Teutonia Clue on Mountain Street,

sometime in the evening, the hmr still to "be fixed.

The atmosphere will be thoroughly international, there will 

be speeches in German, in English and in French. Q,uite a number 

of McGill men, who are members of the Society ana others have 

indicated their intention to be present.

May we look forward to the pleasure of seeing you

i
s

among us that evening? I need hardly assure you that we 

should appreciate the honour of your presence very highly. 

A formal invitation will be sent to you as soon as we know 

that you will find it convenient to attend.

Sincerely yours

H. WALTER.

■
sjâÉüï Y-:

V;

■
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September 17th, 1930.

I!r. James S. Porter, Jr 
676 Headley Avenue, 
Lexington, Kentucky.

• •

Dear Sir,

In the absence of the
Principal my I acknowledge your letter of 
the 5th September, In which you make applica
tion for a position or. the staff of lie Grill 
University in the Department of German.

I have made enquiries 
and find that our Department of German is 
fully staffed for this year, and we do not 
expect any vacancies to occur.

Tours very truly,

Secretary to the Principal.

L ■ ' aS a’iS m.
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Lexington, Ky 
September 5

• i

■

■

SÜÉ
'B

Sir Arthur W. Currie 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada,'

Dear Sir Currie:
ill

I would like to become a professor of the German language at
McGill University,

In June, 1931, I will have been graduated from the University 
of Kentucky or Ohio University with an A. B. degree. My major work has been 
in German; ray minor work in philosophy.

Will you please inform me, or refer ny letter to one who can in
form me, by what procedure I can become a member of the McGill faculty? please 
include what salary the beginner can expect, living expenses at Montreal, etc.

Thanking you in advance for this service, I am,

Very truly yours,

/MJLO 5 , (pinjfcï^ U
Zy James S. Porter Jr 9
^ 676 Headley ave

Lexington, Ky.
♦ t

F. S. Perhaps you also know of a prospective 
vacancy at Macdonald University.

JSPjr

IBIS
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February 8, 19385

Carl Schindler » Esq., 
Stanstead College, 
Stanstead, 3ue.

Dear Mr. Schindler,

of rh, « . , v Let ne acknowledge your letterof the 5th In which you ask me If there Is to be 
a vacancy in the Department of Herman next year. 
,Tfe6r®t t0 tel1 F°u that there have been no open-

in thla Apartment for several
aw for^oJ m n0t ^ti0ipate that there will be 

some time. Herman Is not taught in tho 
schods of this Province, and consequently the

î »îUr Department Is greatly curtailed and 
our staff amply sufficient to

I
meot the requirements.

Tours faithfully,

Princ ipal

W m
_________________________________

■
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P. 0. Box 249 Station B. 
Montreal, July 23rd, 1930.

>

Principal of 
McGill College, 

Montreal.

Dear Sir
I am a graduate (^r. Phil.) of the University of Zurich 

(Switzerland), was many years French and German teacher in 
European High Schools also at the Berlitz Schools of languages.
I have, therefore/a thorough knowledge of the modern methods 
of teaching new languages.

I would like to teach German for beginners at McGill College
using modern methods, and I am sure I will have here in Montreal
the same success as I always had in Europe.

If this proposal interests you, I will be pleased to meet you 
or your assistant, if you will be kind enough to grant me an
appointment.

■

Yours very truly.

C

y y / //

/Tte
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July 24, 1930,

Dr. Adolph Jacob,
7768 St* Dominique Street, Montreal, P. i*

Dear Dr, Jacob,

Thank you for your letter 
in which you inform mo that you ere available as 
a teacher of German for beginners, but I regret 
that thore are at present no vacancies in our 
Department of German whore we could utilize 
your services.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

HBBHHbH ■wi '
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January 30th, 1930.

Professor Hermann Lowing, 
University College of Uorth r,ales, 
Bangor, Oaerns, G. B.

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of tho 7th January, but regret to tell 
you that at present our staff Is 
plete and we do not anticipate 
vaoanoy will occur in the Department 
of German.

com-
any

1 trust that you will 
3ind an opening that will be congenial.

Brer yours faithfully.

I

f 7-

_____________________________ H ■

m



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH WALES, 
BANGOR, Caerns.,

GREAT BRITAIN

7th January, 1930.

Sir,
Having heard that there are frequently changes in the Staff decided upon at this time of the 

year, I take the liberty of inquiring if possibly you desire to engage a new instructor in German at 
your College. If such is the case, I beg to offer my services, as I think I can fill such a post to 
your satisfaction.

liam

At present I am engaged on the Staff of the University College of North Wales, Bangor, 
Great Britain, as a German Lektor for the Session 1929—30. My duties cover lecturing proper 
(Gothic, Old High German), the reading of literature, correction of essays and translations, grammar 
lessons, and conversational practice for all stages from the Elementary Class up to the Honours 
Class. Apart from my official appointment, I conduct one introductory and one fairly advanced class 
of (together) 14 Staff members of this College, and one class for the Chemistry Department (Staff 
and Research Students). Though it has been my aim to employ German as a medium for instruction 
throughout, I had to lecture a good deal in English for the benefit of beginners, and for making 
myself better understood in cases where it was found expedient.

I took up my philological studies in 1924 at Munster University (Westphalia), and continued 
them at the Universities of Munich, Berlin, Wales (Bangor), and Hamburg, 
to the teaching of Von Kraus (Munich), Roethe, Neckel (Berlin), Borchling and Agathe Lasch 
(Hamburg) in philology, and in German Literature to Robert Petsch and Meyer Benfey (Hamburg). I 
am keenly interested in comparative phonetics, and my liking was greatly fostered by the lectures and 
demonstrations of Forchhammer (Munich).

To sum up my academic record, I have to add that English and Philosophy are my other 
subjects. At present I am engaged in preparing a thesis for the Hamburg Ph.D. on “ Word Formation 
in Early Old High German. ” I confidently hope this will be out by the Summer or early Autumn 
of this year although naturally in research work like this a definite date of completion cannot be given 
in advance, and it might be unwise to forecast the success of the thesis. However, I want to make 
it clear that in the event of my getting a position at your College at the beginning of next Session,
I hope to have obtained the degree of Ph.D., or at least to have my thesis near completion. In the 
latter case, if appointed, I should consider myself duty bound to present my thesis to a board of 
examiners at the earliest opportunity.

REFERENCES :
Dr. Edna Purdie, head of the German Department, University College of North Wales, 

of this City, will be good enough to give full particulars concerning my abilities. As for 
proposed thesis I beg to refer you to Professor Dr. Borchling, Director des Deutschen 
Universitâts Seminars, Bornplatz, Hamburg. For any particulars concerning my character and
integrity the following friends in the U.S.A. will be glad to give information : Mr. Edward

E. Leonard, 26, Main Street, Pawtucket, Rhode Island ; and Dr. Fritz Koelln, 75, Federal 
Street, Brunswick, Maine.

further references may be obtained on application from Professor Edward Robertson,

Ll. D., Rector Emeritus
of Bangor College, Bangor. Mr. John Galsworthy (the Author), Grove Lodge, The Grove, 
Hampstead, London, N.W. 3, very kindly and on his own initiative promised me to write to 
you concerning me if you should want to ask him.

Should you desire to know about the efficiency of my teaching to Staff members, Dr. 
Bradfield, Department of Chemistry, University College of North Wales, Bangor, and Mr. A. K. 
Stout, M.A., 24, College Road, Bangor will kindly give you all the information desired. In
addition, Professor H. Wright, M.A., head of the English Department of this College
testify as to my proficiency in English and general character.

Awaiting the favour of an early reply seeing that I shall have to make definite plans for the 
next months according to the kind of answer you will give.

■

-V-v'l
.

I am greatly indebted

my

M.A., B.D., D.Litt., Lluesty, Bangor, and Sir Harry Reichel, M.A

will

I am, Sir,

Yours truly,

m
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infer-department Correspondence m.

mskmgM McGill University

May 18th. 1933.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Montreal.

Pear Sir Arthur,

I am sure that you will he interested in seeing 
from enclosed report of the Goethe Society of America 
what a prominent position has been assigned to the 
Montreal Branch, which owes so much to the benevolent 
attitude of the authorities of McGill University.

With best wishes for a very pleasant summer,

I remain,

Y0urs sincerely

%
H. WALTER.

\ A\ \rol / v

x-<-____ <J
I

fA:
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May 18th, 1933.

Professer H. Walter,
Department of Ccine.n.

m

Dear Professor Walter,

Thank you for sending me the

report of the Goethe Society of America, which I have

noted with much pleasure, and which I am returning 

herewith. I am sure you deserve 

credit for your hard work this winter 

the Goethe Memorial Tear.

a great deal of

on behalf of

Ever yours faithfully,

♦

Pr inclpal

■■■
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GERMAN DEPARTMENT
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Maj 12 , 1933.
S

Professor J.W.Eaton, 
German Department, 
University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Dear Professor Eaton,

I have your note of the 8th and am glad
to know that you returned safely to Ann Arbor, 
he interested to 1 earn that

You may 
you must have brought luck

v0 tI*° ^asehall Team, because they promptly proceeded 

to take a double header from Baltimore on Sunday and 
uon again on Monday, thus making a clean sweep of the
series. ihey took on Jersey City on Tuesday and
won again.

With all good wishes,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal



________ ____________________________________ __

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR

GERMAN DEPARTMENT

-
. May 1, 1953

Principal Sir Arthur Gurrie, K*C*B*,G,C*M*G 
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q 
Canada

* »
• *

Dear Sir Arthur:
Possibly you may not have received a letter from 

me a week or so ago in which I said that I might be in 
Montreal on Saturday, May the 6th, and asked whether it 
might be possible to see you* Please forgive my troubling 
you again, but if there is a possibility of seeing you 
then or on the following Saturday, May the 13th, I would 
like to do so*

1I will be passing through Montreal on June the 20th 
on my way to the Old Country, but perhaps you would not be 
in Montreal at that time?

With many apologies for troubling you again and with 
very kind regards,

■

Yours sincerely, :!

■S
*!J* W* Eaton

’

n

I
L m

m3 ■ M



Inter-department Correspondence
.JZ%COCn*i

aVP- •'
Fromas &mm The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill Universit

Montreal.
y,

Principal and Vice-Chancellor :
Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. April 3, 1933.

Professor J, 1* Eaton, 
Department of German, 
University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Dear Professor Eaton,

Thank you for your letter of March 

31st, in which you enclose your curriculum vitae, 

bo glad to keep this on file, but X do not anticipate that 

tre shall have an opening at McGill for

With all kind wishes,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,

I shall

some years.

Princ ipal
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APPLICATION OF 
JOHN WALLACE EATON



ACADEMIC RECORD OF

JOHN WALLACE EATON, M.A. (DUBLIN), LL.B. (SASKATCHEWAN),
LITT.D. (DUBLIN),

PROFESSOR OF GERMAN IN THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, U.S.A.

Nationality: British.

Date of Birth: July 7th, 1886.

Schools: Emmanuel College, London, England. 

St. Andrew’s College, Dublin, Ireland.

Universities: 1904-9. Dublin (Trinity College). 

1909—10. Sorbonne.

1913. Marburg.

1914. Munich.

Religion: Presbyterian.

Teaching Experience: 1908 9. English Assistant, Oberrealschule, Kattowitz, Silesia, Germany. 
1909-10. English Assistant, Lycée, Beauvais, Fi

1910 12. Assistant lecturer in German and French in the University of 
Bristol, England.

191 2—13. Lecturer in French, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada.

19I3-29- Professor and Head of Department of German, University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada.

1929—present time. Professor and Head of Department of German, Uni
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A.

"a nee.

Residence Abroad: 1907. 1 hree months in Heidelberg, Germany.

1908—10. In Kattowitz, Silesia, Germany, and in Beauvais, France.
1913. University of Marburg, Germany—Summer Semester.

1916—18. In France with 28th Canadian Battalion and with the Intelli
gence Corps.

1918—19. Three months in Cologne, Germany, on the staff of the Mili
tary Governor.

Visited Germany during summers of 1924, 1926, 1928, and 1930. In 
1926 read in the Royal Library, Copenhagen.
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1911, May, Fortnightly Review ( London) article, “The Englishman in 
Eighteenth Century French Comedy” (in collaboration with Professor M. 
A. Gerothwohl).

1913, April, Queen's Quarterly (Kingston, Ont.), article, “The Direct 
Method in the Teaching of Modern Languages”.

1920, June, Canadian Magazine (Toronto), article, “In Occupied Ger
many”.
1928, January, Modern Language Review (London), article, “Johann 
Elias Schlegel in Denmark”.*
1 928, April, Germanic Review (New York), article, “Klopstock and Da
nish Literature”.*
1929, October, Germanic Review (New York), article, “Johann Elias 
Schlegel and German Literature”.
1 929, October, Cambridge University Press (England), book, “ I he Ger
man Influence in Danish Literature, 1750-1770”.

1931, October, Germanic Review (New York), article, “ 1 he Irench In
fluence in Denmark in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries”.

1933, January, German Quarterly (New York), article, Goethe 
Guide to Living”.

Publications:

as a

(attached hereto) :

The late Professor Edward Dowden, University of Dublin, Ireland. 

Professor Robert Herndon life, Columbia University, New York City. 

President Alexander G. Ruthven, University of Michigan.

Testimonials:

Professor W. B. Anderson, Department of Classics, Victoria University, 
Manchester, England.

Provost E. f. Gwynn, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.

Professor J. G. Robertson, University College, Gower Street, London, 
England.

References:

* 1 he articles on Schlegel and Klopstock in Denmark are included in my book on “ 1 he German Influ
ence in Danish Literature, 1750—1770”.
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
Ann Arbor

President's Room

January 12, 1933

The Senate,
University of London,
South Kensington, London, S. W. 7, 
England

Gentlemen :

I am informed that Professor John W. Eaton of this University
1 ,h" 11111..... .. H 1 af. tin,*.*».

is a candidate for a

Professor Eaton is Chairman of the Department of German in 
Michigan. He has held the position since

the University of 
1929- His work has been entirely satisfactory 

in every way. When he came to his present position, he encountered a difficult and 
delicate situation. The department had become disorganized during a period when it 
was without a head. Naturally, several members of the staff did not approve of bring
ing in a man from another university. Mr. Eaton has succeeded in adjusting the diffi
culties and differences of opinion in the department and has proved himself 
leader and able administrator. He has succeeded in organizing his department by a 
combination of fiimness and tact which has earned the general approval of the Michi
gan faculty.

an efficient

1 1 ofessoi Eaton is not only an able administrator and excellent teacher but also a 
man of gnat personal charm. He has made many friends on the Michigan faculty and, 
in the short time that he has been in the University, has become an integral part of the 
University group. He speaks fluently and ably and has made a favorable impression 

which he has appeared.

I he University of Michigan would deeply regret his loss. In fact, his departure 
would leave a gap in the University faculty which would be very difficult to fill. In 
fairness to him, however, it must be said that the University which acquires his services 
will be very fortunate.

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,

on
every public occasion on

Sincerely yours,

(Signed ) Alexander G. Ruthven.
AGR:S
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

In the City of New York

Department of G 
Languages

errnamc

January 17, 1933

The Senate

The University of London 

London, England

Gentlemen :

attention that Professor J. W. Eaton, of the University of Mich-
èeee. It is a

It has come to my
igan, is to be considered for t*k- Chair in German, 
pleasure to send you such information as I have concerning Professor Eaton’s suitability

for this position.

During the past seven years, I have known Professor Eaton, first as a member of the 
faculty of the University of Saskatchewan, and later at the University of Michigan. It 

ith pleasure that I supported his candidacy as Executive Head of the Department 
of German at Michigan, and I have learned through administrative officers there that 
his work has been entirely successful from their standpoint. As editor of the Germanic 

research publication devoted to the interests of Germanic philology and the
eral articles submitted

was w

Review, a
history of German literature, it has been my duty to examine 
by Professor Eaton for publication in the Review. We have brought out three of these 

and have received evidence of appreciation from several of

sev

ourin the past four years, 
readers. Professor Eaton’s field of research, the early classical period of Gei man lit 

and especially the relation of German authors to Denmaik, is one which has 
heretofore been widely cultivated, and his findings are a real enrichment of oui ma 

terial in this direction. His work in the literary history of Germany has been done, it 
with good method and in thoroughly scholarly fashion, and his presenta-

erature, 
not

seems to me,
tion of tile results is by no means devoid of stylistic attractions.

active and 
conferences and

to leave this country, since he is anI should regret very much if he were 
useful member of the guild of German scholars here. 1 hrough various 
other personal contacts, I have learned to know something of his personality, and it

whose influence upon younger scholars isof personal charm and onegard him as a man 
likely to be very helpful.

Respectfully yours,

Robert Herndon Fife 

Chairman, Department of Germanics.
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J rinity College, Dublin, 

26th November, 1909

Few Graduates of Trinity College, Dublin, have had so distinguished 
the department of Modern Literature as Mr. J. W. Eaton. Having obtained a high 
place at Entrance, he competed in 1905 in three subjects, English Literature, French, 
ami Modern History ; and in each subject he gained a First Honour. I examined him on 
several occasions, when he distinguished himself in English Literature, and I always 
expected Mr. Eaton to do well, and always found my expectation fulfilled.

a career in

A series of First Honours in English Literature, French and History, led up to his 
obtaining a hirst Class Senior Exhibition. Two years later this was followed by a 
foundation Scholarship in Modern Languages (French and German) and in the fol
lowing )ear (1909) Mr. Eaton took his qualification for the B.A. Degree by a 
Stnioi Moderatorship ( 2nd of 1st rank) in Modern Literature (French and German).

This is a remarkable 
obtaining experience

career, and during part of his time of study Mr. Eaton 
teacher in Germany.

saying that there is here evidence of great ability, power of 
only knowledge, but the power of presenting his knowledge 

effectively his qualifications for teaching I believe to be high, and it is with great 
pleasure that I bear this testimony in Mr. Eaton’s favour.

was
as a

I have no hesitation in 
steady work, and not

Edward Dowden,

(Professor of English Literature,
Univ. of Dublin.)



My dear Principal,

I am enclosing a copy of a letter, dated 

the 7th instant, from Professor J.W. Eaton of the University of 

Michigan, and a copy of my reply.

Ycylrrs very truly,

Ends.2 Jyi/u^ *
Dean

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal,

McGill University.

• i

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

March 14, 1930.
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. Do y°u know when that time will he exactly? I am ski:
ecause I expect to be over in the old country this summer and there i a 

possibility of my being offered a chair in an <bld country university. In 
many ways I would prefer to be in Canada, where, I rather think, I am now 
more at home than in England.

With very sincere regards and hoping to hear from yousoon,

I would like it as a favour if you would treat the matter 
on regarding a possible vacancy in McGill as confidential.I have touched

I trust that Mrs. MacKay and deWolfe are well and that
all is going well with you.

T , , . . Things are going fairly well here but I don’t feel that
vas o remain here altogether or become a good American! Their ways 

+ho ™aime:rs are very different from ours. By the way, could you tell me 
salary that is attached to the German department?

. , V/hen 1 dlan’t hear from you I wrote to Sir Arthur and
had a nice letter back from him in which he said that he 
bring my name before the Selection Board when 
successor to Dr. Walter.

would be glad to 
the time came to choose a

^ 1 wonder whether you received a note frcm me two or
three weeks aho enquiring when Dr. Walter was due to retire from the German

=S££S,*£ th1™=ittoJug6estine the possiMllty v »••-*»« =

S'y

COPT German Department
:-V. ;

; University of Michiganm
Ann Arbor, Mich U.S.A.• »

March 7, 1930.

Dear Ira,

J.W.E.

P.S. I hear that the farmer will have none of the longer year in 
Saskatchewan University and that they are now faced with the necessity of 
letting out students earlier or introduci&g a three-term or quarter system.

Yours very sincerely,

(Sgd.) J. W. Eaton

■■■■I
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
March 14 f 1930*

COPY

Professor J.W. Baton,
Gentian Department,

University of Michigan, 
Arm ârhor, Mich U.3.A.* >

My dear Eaton,

I have received your letter of March 7th and must ask you to 

forgive me for not answering your former letter at an earlier date, 

should very willingly have answered it if I had had anything definite to say.

that there is likely to be any opening in the

I do not know what 

He is,

I

I do not now think, however,

German Department in this University at an early date.

Dr. Walter’s age is but I should judge it to be slightly over sixty.

still vigorous in mind and body and, I may also add, a very thoroughhowever,

teacher of German.

I am not permitted under the practice of the University to 

publish the exact salaries which we pay to Professors, but I may tell you that 

the standard salary for a full Professor is $5000, although there ore quite a

I dolarge number of men on the staff who are receiving more than that sum. 

not think, however, that this information will really be of any value to you 

as I have ceased almost altogether to believe in a flat rate salary for Univer-

In the olden days, as you know, I always insisted quitesity Professors.

loudly upon the necessity of having a standard salary and that the salary

I do not think,accounts of the University should all be open and public.

that this rigorous rftle of University policy is any longer a really 

A University in making its appointments must be guided by

however,

practical rule.
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J.W.Eaton, 2.

Tn&nrj considerations, for example, the training, experience and success of the

candidate, and the importance of the subject in its teaching policy, and the 

available funds for salary appropriations. I am not so sure that the bitter 
latr of supply and demand can really be altogether overlooked even in University

finances.

I am at present very hopeful that we shall have a substantial 

increase in our salary rate in McGill in the early future, and I know that the 

Board of Governors and the Administration of the University are in favour of 

an increase in our salaries as soon as funds can possibly be made available 

for that purpose* As you know, however, these questions are always uncertain 
in a University, and all that we can really do is to be loyal to our work and

wait patiently for the future* I do not really think, therefore, that it 
would be advisable for you to act on the assumption that there will be a first

class opening here for some time.

does occur wo shall not forget your interest in McGill.

It has all turned out Just as I expected, 

that you would prefer in the end to live in a British country, 

you live on this continent the more you will discover the great difference in 

spirit between the people of Canada and the people of the United States of 

America.

I need scarcely add that if an opening

I was pretty sure

$he longer

Yours very sincerely,

(Sgd.) Ira A. MacKay

Dean



F e t) rua ry 2 5 ths 1930 »

Professor J• T* Eaton, 
University of Michigan, 
Ann Ardour, lïiohlgan, U,S,

Bear Professor Eaton,

Thanks very ranch
for your letter of February EEnd,

Regarding the
Department of German ho re, Dr* Walter* while 
approaching the retiring age, is still going 

I cannot remornbor his looking morestrong,
hearty than he does at the present ti o* as 
you know, ho is an excellent teacher and aocs 
well as Chairman of his Department*

I shall be very-
glad indeed to bring your name and qualifica
tion to the attention of the Selection Board 
when the times comes to choose a successor to 
Dr, Walter.

Ever y ours fa i th ful ly ,

Principal,

-
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