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8. 1942, AND JANUARY 13, 1943)
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
L WELLS IN NORTHWESTERN

EXCHANGE OF NOTES (DECEMBER 2
BETWEEN CANADA AND THE
CONCERNING THE DRILLING OF O1
CANADA.

I

The United States Minister to. Canada

to the Secretary of State for Eaxternal Affairs

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ottawa, December 28, 1942,

No. 818
Sir;
19421 have the honour to refer to our exchange of notes of June 27 and June 29,
eXteﬂ dljegardmg the desire of the United States Government to take steps fo/r
i t;lng thg fuel supply for the U. S, Army in Canada and .f\la,ska. At that
aDpro{' % United States Government proposed, and the Canadian Government
wells i ed, the so-called Canol Project which included, inter alia, the drilling of
Well in the vicinity of Norman Wells, and the laying of a pipeline from Norman
%to Whitehorse, capable of delivering 3,000 barrels of oil daily.
ment- he developments of our joint war effort have in the opinion of my Govern-
made it vitally necessary to discover additional sources of petroleum 1n

Northwestern Canada and Alaska, capable of produeing from 15,000 to 20,000
which will be obtained from Norman

aé‘flels per day, to supplement the supply . !
WellsS" Th1§ will require the drilling of exploratory, or in oil parlance “wﬂd_cat”
numbl s thlS.HOI‘.thern region. As such operations should be co_nducted in a
is bel‘er of Wldel_y Sgparated locations in the Tox:thwest Territories, w:here oil
Operaigved to exist, 1t is suggested that the area in Canada W{thxn which such
east blons are authorized be bounded on the north by the Arctic Ocean, on the
the Co the 112th meridian, on the south by the 60th parallel, on the west by
ontinental Divide and the Alaska-Canadian border. :

everT-he operations under immediate contemplation,—as & result of‘whlch, how-

s it may prove desirable to enlarge or expand the Qano] Project—are for
barrsolle purpose of discovering oil fields capable of producing the required 20,000
Sl day. No plans have as yet been worked out covering the refineries,
rage or distribution systems beyond those already authorized and approved

Y the Canadian Government.
of én.‘{lew of all the circumstances involved, and the increasingly urgent need
eaUd}tlonal fuel for military purposes in the far north, the Government of
. nited States of America hopes that the Canadian Government W_111 approve
nf]e exploratory operations with the understanding that the United States
e y authorltles_ be allowed during the war to drill through contract with one
Wit,r}?ore companies either Canadian or American, to develop through contract
8ot one or more Canadian companies, and to make use of any pgtroleum
Operc? that may be’ discovered, subject to Canadian regu}atlons governing s_uch
s tha lons and to the further understanding that operations would be subject
i Dloviment of our exchange of notes of June 27 and June 29 above referred
» In so far as such provisions are not inconsistent with the provisions of this

n ; : ;
Ote and are capable, with necessary adaptations and modifications, of being
{1l of course keep the Canadian

Pty
) F(’)I;hed to such operations. My Government Wi
ernment, fplly informed of any future plans for carrying out these operations.
Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
For the Minister:
Lewis CLARK,
Second Secretary of Legation.
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The Secretary of State for Eaxternal Affairs
to the United States Mimster to Canada

DEPARTMENT OF "EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
Ottawa, January 13, 1943.
No. 2

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that the Canadian Government accepts
the proposals set forth in your note of December 28, 1942, No. 818, concerning
the drilling of exploratory oil wells in the Northwest Territories.
Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
N. A. ROBERTSON,
For the Secretary of State for External Affairs-




