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THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

"The mainobject of the Christian Ex-
aminer will be to supply the Presbyte-
rian population of Canada, with such
Mlustrations of the doctrinal views of
Divine truth, and of the scheme of
Chnistian polity taught and followed by
the Church of Scotland—with such in-
formation of the agents at work in
various parts of the world for the pro-
pagation of the gospel—and with such
reflections on local affairs, as may scem
worthy of a place in a periodical, having
the spiritual interests of menmore im-
mediately in view.

The circumstances of the Presbyte-
rienbody in thisProvince secm, on many
accounts, to require theaid of the press.
Numbers of that communion are scat-
tered throughout various parts of its
extended territory, who cannot, for the
present, enjoy that pastoral superin-
tendence with which they were blessed,
in carly life, 1n their native land. Set-

tled in thinly peopled districts, and
ameng persons collected from various
countrics, and following a variety of
conflicting creeds—they cannot support
the ministrations of their own church,
norcan they profitably joinin fellowship
with others from whom they may differ
very widely, both in doctrine and ritual.
It may be of some avail to counteract
the dangers arising from such causes,
to put into their hands a work, which
shall assist in keeping sacred things in
their remembrance— which shall pre-
serve them united in doctrine and affec-
tion with the church of their fathers—
and cheer them, by accounts of its
establishment in other parts of the prov-
ince, with the hope that it will erelong
be planted among them,

Even to those who are blessed with
the regular ministration of christian or-
dinances, such a work, as that now pro-
posed, may be of much advantage for
bringing before them the discussion of
many important topics, which can sel-
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dom be treated of) with equal propriety,
fromthe pulpit. Pulpitinstruction,aswe
conceive, ought always to have a very
direct bearing upon the particular char-
acterand circuwmstances of the individ-
uals to whom it isaddressed—und when
skilfully applied by the pastor, and care-
fully attended to by his flock~will far
surpass in efficiency every other mode
of religious instruction. But there are
questions of great importance which
involve the welfare of the community,
rather than the individual, which are
more connected with future generations
thon the present, and which, on that
account, belong more properly to the
press than to the pulpit. There are
points connected with our government
and discipline—with the civil relations
of the chureh in a Jond where the prac-
tice of legislation is new, and the prin-
ciplesofit not wellunderstood,which ad-
mit of a freerand fuller discussion inthis
form. Herewemay enforce with greater
hiberty the relative duties of the raler
and the subject; we may animadvert on
such legislative measures, as affect re-
ligion in general; we may offer admoni-
tion against prevailing sins which threat -
enthe gencral corruption of the people;
and we may take advantage of that
wider latitude which the press enjoys,
to advocate cvery thing calculated to
improve the mind and character of
man.

In the discussion of every topic, how-,
cver, it will be our constant endeavour
to avoid assuming the tonc and attitude
of controversy. Wewill rather study
toenforce and comnend our own views
of truth than expose the errors into
which others have fallen; and if in
doing this, it should at any time be ne-
cessary to notice the aberrations of any
class from the true standard, we trust
that this will always be done in the
spirit of meckness and forbearance, and

with that enlightened candour which
knows how to makeevery allowance for
these cavses which modity the opmmions
of nen. It may sometimes be neces-
sary ta discuss o controverted question,
but we shall carefully avoid entering
into polemical warfare with individual
sects; and when in less essential points
we difler from any one, it will never be
with the neglect of pointing out the high
responsibility that all, who advocate
trath, arc under to cultivate Christian
charity,and to maintain brotherly regard,
cvenwhen they are “not perfectly joined
together in the same mind, and in the
same judgment.”

In the conducting of this work, it will
be our endeavour to procure articles
worthy of being preserved in the fami-
lies which may honor us with their pa-
tronage—articles to which anintelligent
father may dircet his children, as con-
taining a fair and fuli view of the ques-
tion discussed.  As it will be our aim
to render this publication worthy of
kigher honour than that after which the
weekly periodical aspires, we trust our
contributers, on whem we depend, will
never ofier any thing for insertion, save
what has been the result of mature re-
flection,

In the filling up of our pages we may
occasionally have recourse to extracts
and compilations, but, if our contribu-
tors fail not, the bulk of the composi-
tion will be original. Instead of favoring
general and abstract disquisition, we
should prefer articles that keep in view,
and vrge, the practical application of
acknowledged principles to the circum-
stances of those for whose benefit this
work is intended. Besides those more
strictly religious subjects of permanent
and universal interest, which it will be
our duty to illustrate and enforce, there
are certainquestions peculiarly interes-

ting to us as British Canadians,to which
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we request the labours of our contribu-
tors: such as schemes and endowments
tor education;—reviews of laws more
directly aficetmg the moral and reli-
gious claracter of the people;—the best
weans of improving what is amiss, and
perpetuvating what is good in our civil
and religious institutions:—nor would
we altogether discourage our contribu-
tors, cven from quesiions of a political
nature, provided the discussion be con-
ducted with a Chnstian spint, without
regard to party, and free from local and
temporary prejudices,

Happily for us, though we live in
times of pohtical change and agitation,
it is not an era of rehgious controversy.
But it is anage in which the outward
frame-work of the temple is minutely
scrutinized: some parts of it have been
discovered tobe antiguated and retten,
and beeause of this, its enemics are dis-
posed to advance, with rash and impi-
ous hands, to pull down the whole fab-
ric to the ground. It will be our task
to restrain their violence; to allay unho-
Iy excitements;to discriminate fhithfully
between what ought to be preserved,
and what removed; to advacatethe pre-
servation of what is useful, and to cher-
ish the admiration of what is vencrable;
to admonish our readers, rather to profit
bythe wisdom and experience of the
servants of Godin former ages, than to
Join in the hazardous schemes of those,
who, con*dent in their own sagacity,
would overthrow, on account of some
blemishes, what has been of acknow-
ledged benefit, without being able to
crectany thing in its room that shall
not be liable to more serious objections.

We confess that we feel the decpest
solicitude on account of the present
state and prospects of this, our adopted
conntry. Our population is increasing
withimmenscrapidity; already,in Upper
Canada alone,it verges on half amillion;

and it the same influx of emigration con-
tinne, we 1ay, within halt'a century
and with theafiectionate concurrence of’
the parent state,~-the benignant power
that =0 kindly nurtures our rising
greatness— be  prepared to assume a
distinet place among the natious of the
world, A reflecting mind cannot resist
anxiously forccasting what character
we shall assume!  Nor can we fhil to
perceive that this will depend much
upon the character of our present pop-
ulation. There is much in its present
religious aspect to awaken our fears.
Religion in every country must exist
under some definite form. But of the
mass of older settlers among us, it
wouid be difficult to say to which of
the party coloured sectaries they ought
tobe referred; nor do they themselves
know their own standard. Many of
the more recent population which have
a British origin, have forsaken the re-
ligion of their fathers, if’ not in name
yetin fact, and have not embraced any
otherinitsroom. Of a great part of
those who are daily coming among us,
itmay be safely aflirmed, that having
had no religion in their native country,
they have not brought any to this land
of their adoption; and whether they
were disaffected to the system estab-
lished in the former, or were attached
only by the loose tic of national predi-
lection, when placed in this new world,
they wait to receive the forminto which
new circumstances shall cast them.—
What that shall uitimately be—who
cantell? ‘The serious part of the com-
munity—for we have a serious part—
is divided into pumerous fragments,
following systems very different, at least
in their external forms and practical
cconomy. Amongstdifferent religious
sects, there will always be adegree of
rivalship and zeal for proselytism,which
will often endanger the existence of
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Christian charity. ‘T'his will not be
favourableto the progress of unity in
the church,and mustbear inauspiciously
on the religions institutions of the coun-
try. But still greater evils are to be
apprehended from that larger part of
the community, who are wholly discon-
nected from every branch of the chris-
tian church, andare equally indifferent
or perhaps contemptuous to all. Their
children, it is probable will imbibe their
sentiments, walk in their footsteps, and
aggravate the irreligion of their neigh-
bourhood, Should these gloomy presa-
ges be well founded, what hope can we
entertain of the future well-being of our
country? Its laws, its character, will
result from its opinions and ts religion;
and should these be unsettled or erro-
neous, how can we anticipate for our
descendants, the glory of forming an
enlightened and virtuous nation!

It affordsmuch consolation, however,
to be assured that the divine providence
which watches over the risc of nations
may bring agencies into play to impress
on us a national character, such as he
will own and bless. An influence may
be exerted, which will uuite the scat-
tered families into one spiritual com-
monwealth, and convert division into
unity. But it rests with those who have
any power in guiding the sentiments of
others, to labour for this cnd; to repair
the breaches; to cast the sweetening
branch into the waters of hitterness;and
to endeavour not only to make Chris-
tiang, entertaining diflerent views, to
dwell in peace, but to promote their
unity on a foundation of truth. Inso
fur as this work may receive the patro-
nage of the public, it will beour study
to deserve it, by acting in conformity

with those principles.

"~ But we shall more directly labour for
an object less general, the unity and
cxtension of that branch of the church

which acknowledges the same standards
of doctrinc and discipline withourselves.
Unhappily, thercare divisions here to
be healed: and even amongour own
brethren we need to extend the olive
branch. From many causes, to which
we need not now advert, the Presbyte-
rian body has been rent into divisions
in the mother country; and these have
been maintained on this continent,where
the causes that gaveriseto them never
existed,  Our attempt to promote unity
shall begin here. By tracing these di-
visions to their origin, by explaining
their causcs, and demonstrating that
they have now ceased; by setting forth
the evil to the church of perpetuating
divisions, in a new country, where we
require all our strength united, to ob-
tain for ourselves and for our children
the benefit of a Christian ministry, we
may hope, through the blessing of the
God of peace, that we shall persuade
not a few to “love, unity, and concord,”
and remove, in some degree, that re-
proach, which the enemies of christian
liberty have custupon us, on account
of thelicentiousness wherewith we have
abused it.

Although to diffuse religious intel-
ligence among the Presbyterian popu-
lation, already settled in these Provin-
ces willbe our chief aim in this publi-
cation, we are too lately separated from
our father-land to have forgotten our
obligations toit, and our connections
with it, by the ties of kindred and
friendship; and it will form one part of
our design to communicate such infor-
mation, as, whileit may be interesting
here, may also serve to convey an accu-
rate account of our circumstances to
those whom we have left behind, To
exhibit the actualcircumstances of sett-
lers: to point out the eligibility of em-
igration, with reference to religious, ag
well as temporal advantages or disad-
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vantages, to compare Canadian scener
of life and manners, with other scenes
which are still fondly remembered, will
prove, we trust, nouninteresting or un-
profituble portion of our labours.

Nor can we forget that we have left
friends behind in our native land, who
continue to regard our religious wel-
farc with solicitude, and who will rejoice
to hear of our steadfastness in the faith,
and of our success in diffusing that light
which we have brought away from their
sanctuarics of Hall and Temple—ever
tobe held by us in grateful remem-
brance, To them, the Presbyterian
Church of thia land must. always look
with reverence, as the guides of our
youth; and from them, for years to
come, we must look for ministers to
break to our congregations the bread
of ife. Among the benefits which we
anticipate from this work, we hope to
enumerate a deeper concern in our
spiritual welfare awakened in the hearts
of our fathers and brethren in Scotland,
and n more liberal zeal in the relief of
our spiritual destitution. A publication
supported, as we trust this will be, by
those who have the best means of judg-
ing of the actual state of things in this
country in reference to religion, and
which must necessarily pass through
the ordeal of public opinion in Canada,
will perhaps, have greater weight in
Britain, at least in regard to its ecclesi-
astical statistics, than any private com-
munications can have. Nor are we
without hope, that our representations
ofthe wide spreadirreligion,andspiritual
destitution of these Provinces and of
the neighbouring Republic, notwith-
standing the fervent zeal and munificent
liberality of many private Christians,
in themselves, always inadequate for
the religious education ofa people, in
the absence ofa national provision—may
<ndear to our fellow countrymen at

home, those institutions, by which their
spiritual necessities have been for ages
supplied, und their religious character
raised to a high esteem among the na-
tions of'the world.

We have been encouraged to preiect
this vndertaking by the example of the
principal religious denominations of
Britain and America, and by the record-
ed experience of the benefits result ng
froin the employment of the pressg, in
this form, as a means of disseminating
truth. 3Many of the religious periodi-
cals of Britain occupy a high rank in
the literature of the day, and cxert
powerful influence in dirccting those
christian and philanthropic movements
by which our age is distinguished. And
although we cannot hope to equal their
excellence in this recent couniry, to
which little of the learning and talent
of Britain has yet found its way, and
where few of thosc on whoseassistance
we might rec’zon have leisure to write
for the press, we are resolved, never-
theless, to attempt the undertaking, in
the hope that it will continue to im-
prove with the improving character of
the country, and that it may, in the
mean time, be useful for diffusing in-
formation among many whe might
otherwise remainin ignorance.

We wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that this periodical is in no sense
the organ of the Presbyterian body,—
It is no more than a vehicle prepared
to be set in motion by a few persons
desirous of promoting the interests of
truth and religion. The name has been
fixed on as descriptive of the object,and
to secuie the patronage of those who
are attached to it. 'We arerather can-
didates for the favour of Presbyterians
than the appointed organ of expressing
their sentiments. Ve have thought it
expedient to make this declaration to
free from all solicitude, thosa of our
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nrvihires, who ey be inclined to dis-
trast and fear, as Wthey could be made
tesponsibie for wlat we publidh, or os
if the reputation of Presbyterianism
were materinlly  connected with the
sunecess or fatkure of this praject.

We have only further to say—that
the publisher renounces all views of in.
dividual profit, and that whatever may
be realized, beyond the expense of pub-
iication, will be devoted (o the exten-
r1on of Misstonary labour in Canada—
a motive which we hope will not be
powerless in obtaining for the Chrisijan
Examiner an extensive sale.

May the Divine Head of the Church,
the autilor of truth and righteousness,
whose cause we seck to promote, hon-
our and bless our undertaking; and in
that day, when every man’s work shall
be tried, may it appcar that ours has
been wrought in God.  Amen.

For the Christian Examiner,
ON THE INSTITUTION AND PREPARATION
OF THL CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

Wecannot doubt thatthe divine author
of ourreligion has designed its univer-
sal promulgation, and that he has ap-
pointed a suflicient agency for this pur-
pose. Let us inquire what this agency
is, and into some of the essential cir-
cumstances, connected with *ts consti-
tution, privileges, and preparation.

The first intimation that we find of
ourLord’s designon thissubject, is con-
nected with the calling of the twelve
apostles: Luke ix. ch. v. 1-5. We
have here stated (1) their miraculous
qualifications; — Christ “gave them
power andauthority over all devils, and
to cure discases:”— (2) the object of
their commission—%to preach the king-
dom of God, and to heal the sick:”~—(3)
their authority to claim a maintenance

{rom those among wlom they labourcd

—¢4inio whatsoever house ye enter,there
abide, and thence depart:”—(1) their
power to denounce judgsent, wherever
this maintenance was denicd—¢whoso-
cver will not recewve yoi, when ve go
out of that city, shake ot the very dust
from your feet for a testimony against
them.”

‘This apostolic, however, was not the
ordinary ministerinl agency of the
church, T'hese twelve messengers were
chosen and qualificd for a specific awd
temporary object— to procluim the
Xingdem of God, or the approach of
the gospel dispensation to the Jews.—
‘The duration of their mission did not
exceed, perhaps, a few weeks, when
they returned to their master, again to
accompany him on his jourmes, and to
wait on his instructions.

Yet, altho, this first mission was only
of a temporary character, and was
merely a picparatory step to the intro-
duction of the gospel, we arc able to
discover in it certain essential and fun-
damental prmciples, which must erter
into the constitution of every scheme of
agency, designed for the dissemination
of truth and the spiritual discipline of
men,—namely, that no one be employed
as a teacher unless he be previously
qualificd,—that he should devote his
time and abilities to promote the object
for which he is set apart—that, there-
upon;he is entitled to clam from those
to whom his services are rendered, all
necessary temporal support, and that
this claim implies a2 moral obligation on
the part of the people to regard it, Iad
our Lord commanded fus disciples to
enter into a house and stay there, when
they had no moral right to do so, the
act would have partook of the mean-
ness of sponging, or the impudence of
sturdy beggmg, and would in many
supposable instances, have beenean ac-
tual injustice on the part of the intrudet,
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But when we consider that Christy as
the Lord of all, hud power to give
authority to his disciples to enter into
any house in the course of their mis-
scn, and to make it the duty of the
wembers of that house to reccive them,
then the whole matter seems plain, and
the imprecation of’ the disciple against
the inhospitable, was the imprecation
of lus Lord and Master. ‘These prin-
ciplesare tairly deducible from the first
agency that Christ employed to herald
the advent o’ hu.s kingdom. The com-
mission given to the seventy (Luke x.
ch. v. 1-12) had precizely the same cb-
jectin view, and was regulated by the
same principles.

The next case of’ ministerial agency,
appointed by our Lord, brings us with-
m the precinets of the Christian Church,
the kingdom of God. It was ordained
inmediately  before the ascension.—
Mark xxi. ch. v. 15-20. These words
contain a command to the apostles,—
the grand principle of the gospel dis-
pensation, salvation by faith, which they
were to preach,—and the promise
of miraculous signs to accompany their
preaching, and stamp it with the seal
of Ilcaven. DBut therc is not here the
slightest allusion to temporal things,
as in the former instances, though
witheut these, the fulfilment of the
commission would have been im-
practicable.  'We have the spiritual
constitution of the Church only, not
its secular or prudential. Indeed, the
circurastances of our Lordandhis apos-
tles, at the sublimely interesting mo-
ment when this commission was given,
would have rendered it incongruous to
speak of thelatter.  On the eve of as-
cending to the throne of his Father, he
spoke to his astonished followers, not
on things subordinate, but on their im-
mediate duties,and the grand essential
principle of his spiritual kingdom.,—

The tiae would come when taaporal
things would obtrude upon their atten-
tion : but it behoved, that the hour of
the Saviours departure from carth,
should be devoted to things pertaining
tothe kingdom which was not of this
world,

After the Ascenxion, we are introdi-
ced to anew cran the Chureh, and we
must learn the principles onwhichite
agencies were conducted from its his-
tory. The notices of than obtained
from the sucred writingsare very briet,
ft appears that the Apostles did noten-
ter ot the duties of their commission
until after the day of Pentecost, waiting
at Jerusalem, as they were commanded,
for the promisc of the Spirit ; that they
resided together, probably inthe same
house ; that they followed mno scculax
cmployment,subsisting,us it would scem
out of some common stock—the pro-
ceeds of former possession and indus-
try. After the miraculous cffusion of
the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, a
new plan of temporal administration
seems to have been adopted ;  Actsii.
ch. v. 4447, From it however, no
certain principles can be deduced,of the
economical polity of the Church univer-
sal,—We may Jearn from it, indeed, the
power of the gospel in promoting a
highly disintcrested spirit, and when
the emergency requires it, 2 magnani-
mous superiority to all temporal con-
siderations:but the whole of thisscheme
of a partial community of goods, arose
from the peculiar circumstances of the
Church : it does not appear to have ori-
ginated with the Apostles atall, altho
for the time, it had their sanction ; it
seems to have been the spontancous
movement of @ benevolent community
to provide an extemporancous supply
for the wants of the poor, and for other
exigencies, for which no stated provi-
sion was made.Accordingly this scheme
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wlnehr 15 practicable only in a small
cotmnunity, did not subsist long in the
chureh :there soon arose murmuring
and dissatisfuction, and the persecution
wineh happened shortly after at Jeru-
salem, put an end to all that remained
uf this temporary cconomical arrange-
wmeat.

The subsequent part of the inspired
history, whether as contained in the
Acts of the Apostles, or as it may be
gleaned from the Apostolical epistles,
daes not cast much light on the econo-
wical svstem of the primitive Church.
We see almost nothing of the Church,
but iis spiritual aspect,the whole scope
of thesacred writers manifestlyimpress-
ing us with the idea that it wasa purely
spiritualconfederation. Althothere must
of necessity, have heen many financial
transactions, it is but seldom akbintis
givenon the subject—as if it were too
trivialto occupy a place inthat volume
designed to instruct man only in great
truths and principles. From what source
the Apostles and other evangelical Ja-
butrers obiained support during their
fong and expensive journies among
the heathen nations, we are no
where expressly informed. 1t is, inci-
dentally, recorded that Paul and Barn-
abas sometimes maintained themselves
by the labour of their own hands,while
Peter, and the brethren of the Lord,
Johnand James, and the other Apostles,
reapad carnal things, when they sowed
spiritual things:but beyond this,we have
little information of the practice of the
Aposties,whichwmightleadus to any cer~
tain conclusions as to the manner in
which the ministerial agency is tobe
maintainedthroughoutthe churchin oth-
erages, and in other circumstancesthan
those in which the primitive Confessors
were placed.

Bat though our information be thus
limited as to the economical system of
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the Apostles and the primitive Church,
there are general principles laid down
in the sacred volume, which may serve
to guide us in this particular. A noteble
passage is found 1 Cor. ix. ch. v. 4-14.
itis manifest from this that alithe Apos-
tles except Paul and Barnabas, who for
special reasons declinedto be chargeable
tothe Church—lived of the things of
that templein which they ministered.—
This they doubtless did, not simply be-
cause it was their right, but because it
wasnecessary to the {ree and unfettered
exercise of their ministerial ofiice. Their
time,their care, their life was devoted to
the preaching of the gospel;they had no
resources for temporal support but the
liverality of the Church, and their right-
ful claim of mainterance from their
spiritual children. It is worth while
carcfully to advert to the secure foun-
datien on which this right rests. (1) It
isconsistent with reason that men should
live by that employment to which they
are devoted: v. 7-11. (2) It is agrecable
to the wisc institutesof the Mosaic eco-
nomy, under which provision was made
for the regular snccessionof the priest-
hood v. 13.(3) It forms one ofthe ex-
press laws of thechristian religion, “even
so bath the Lord ordained, that they
which preach the gospel, should live of
the gospel.” v. 14,

Waiving for the present, the illustra-
tion of the gencral principles contained
in seripturc,which might serve to direct
the temporal and prudential affairs of
Christian socictics,we feel warranted to
conclude from the previous argument,
that the Liord Jesus Christhas ordained,
that there should subsistan order of inen
in his Church,who shail be exclusively
devoted to the preaching of the gospel,
and the celebrationof its ordinances;this
isdemonstrated,from our Lord’s practice
in his commissioning first twelve disci-
ples,—and then seventy,—having first

-,
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Separated them from all secular employ-
lients, to proclaim the gospel of his
kingdom;~by the reappointment of the
Apostles to preach the gospel to every
Creature;— by the general principles
stated in the 9 ch. of the first epistle to
the Corinthians;—and by the uniform
practice of the Apostles, who ordained
elders in every city where they foundeda
Church, and invested them with a right
to reap in temporal, while they sowed
in spiritual things.

Anarrangement of thiskindhas been
deemed necessary, it would appear,by the
founders of every system of religion,
whether true or false, for all have had their
constituted priesthood. We discover this
fact in the systems of idolatry of which
the scriptures speak; in the imposture of
Mohammed, and the superstition of the
Hindoos; in the festive ceremonial of the
Grecian temple,and in the dark and cruel
orgies of theDruids grove. Nor ought any
objection to be made against the institu-
tion of & priesthood because idolatry has
adopted it. The only legitimate infer-
ence deducible from this fact is, that
every religious ritual must have an order
consecrated to maintainit: and it is very
poor reasoning to say, that becausc
heathenism, in almost every form, had
4 consecrated priesthood, therefore,
Christianity should have nope! With
equal truth it might be asserted, that
because the heathens had temples, there-
fore, Christians should have none! or
because the heathens had days set apart
for their public worship, such as it was,
therefore, Christians should have none!
—The juster conclusions surely would
be, if the heatheng hadtemples consecra-
ted to idOlﬂtl’y, let Christians havetem-
ples consecrated to the worship of the
true God;if the former had daysof solemn
festival, devoted to the observance of
impure and superstitious rites, let the

Jatter have their sacred day to offer 4 pa
B

pure incense to the Father of spirits; if
idolatry had its phalanx of priests devo-
ted to corruption and error, let the gos-
pel have its phalanx of priests maintain-
ed for the advancement of purity and
truth. Since, therefore, the universal
experience of mankind in every clime,
and of every creed, has found the insti-
tution of a priesthood necessary to the
existence and preservation of religion,
whether true or false, it need not surprise
us that such an institution should have
received the sanction of God, in both of
those dispensations of religion, which
he has revealed to the world.

Yet though this institution has thus
been sanctioned by almost, universal ex-
perience, as well as revelation, infidels,
and many professing Christians too,
continue to cavil and scoff at religion,
on this very ground. They are wont to
rail at it, as the invention of priestcreft;
as having had its origin in their selfish
cunning, and its perpetuity in their
selfish zeal. In regard to every false
religion, the charge must be admitted.
These all have had their origin in hu-
man device. They have sprung from
the blind credulity of the multitude, and
thie cunning of their leaders; and have
been perpetuated by the causes in which
they originated: and if the infidel scoffer
could prove the Christian religion false,
we would be compelled to acquiesce in
the charge, that it too sprung from the
same poiluted source, and that his invec-
tives against priestcraft, had no excep-
tion, even in the religion of Jesus. But
because we believe the gospel true, and
the institutions of pastors and teachers
of divine appointment, we repel hig objec-
tions, and protest against his sarcesm.
Even ifthe gospel were no more than a
cunningly devised fable, we might be
fairly entitled to call upon the scoffer to
treat its authors and ite advocates with
reverence: for none can deny that there
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is embodied in the Christian system, the
sublimest truths, the purest morality;
that we are mainly indebted to it, for
the civilization, refinement, and science,
which distinguish Christendom; that
it has beenthe source of peace inlifeand
hopein death, to countless myriadssince
itsfirst promulgationin Jeruselem;while
it is impossible to point out a single evil
essentially connected with it. Oh then!
~=ig not the world most deeply indebted
to the inventors of such a blessed fable,
whether they were priests or fishermen!
If it has originated in priestcraft, and
been maintained by it, we might appeel
to the candour of aninfidel,and make him
confessthatamidst numerousimpostures
one has been lit upon, which has
for 1800 yearsconferred, and is still con-
ferring, the greatest blessings known to
man! Butif we might thus stop his
railing, on the supposition thatthe gospel
isa fable—how much more when it 1s
confessed the truth of God! Itstcachers
claim no merit for any of the excellencies
of the doctrines which they teach, nor
for any effect which accomp-nies them.
They are only the deliverers of a mess-
age of which God is the author; and had
it not been ordained, in the volume of
his Book, that the gospel should be
preached by human instrumentality, by
aregular succession of qualified agents
consecrated and set apart to this Ingh
office,the array ofthe priesthood, agamst
which the opposers of religion are so
prone to vent their sarcasmand indigna-
tion, might poesibly not have existed to
provoke them.
While we thus speak in vindication
of a pure Christian ministry—sucha one
as “hasrenounced the hidden things of
dishonesty, not walking in cmfuncse,
nor handling the word of God decert-
fully, but by manifestation of the truth,
commend themsclves to cvery man’s con-
sciencein the sight of God"—we aro
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notinclined to deny, that those who act
contrary 1o this, and suppose that gain
1s gudhiness, mernt the severest castiga-
uons of unective and surcasm, that have
ever been inflicted on hypocnisy and
priesteraft. Ttistime, howevento return
from this digressiun, to the cunclusions
we have reached:—that the Lord Jesus
Chinst has ordaned that there shall
continue tobe an order of men in his
Church, separated to the work of the
ministry; that as the Jewish economy,
wiichis the type of the Christian, had
its priestly orders to attend on the service
of the temple, and without whom it
could not have been perpetuated, so in
the Christian Church, a similar order is
instituted for the preaching of the gos-
pely and the celebration ot its ordinances.
The harmony of design inbothdisgensa-
tions evinces the one designer, and may
lead usto discover other analagies,wiich
shall reflect ight on the nature,and qual-
ifications of that priesthood wiich has
been ordained under vur moreperfect dis-
pensation,

We may now dismiss the subject of
the divine iastitution of the Chnstian
ministry, and procced to inquireinto the
manner 1n whichitsagents are to be pre-
pared.

Now there secms to be four suppo-
scabic methods of effecung  this object,
and of preparing an agency for the
preaching of the Gospel. First—
God might quahiy men by an immedi-
ate inspiration, and call them forth
by a distinct miracalous summons, to
the work of the ministry:—or without
the institation of any parucular order, 1t
might be enjomed on every member of
the Church to preach the gospel with
the abilities, andaccording to theopror-
tunitics afforded:~orthe mnsttutionofa
particular orderbeing ordamed,its ranks
mightbe left to be filled by such as
might fortuitously be found qualified_
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without having undergone any special
training for the ministerial office: or
lastly,theinstitution of the ministry be-
ing ordained,it may also be rendered
the duty of those already invested with
the office to raise up, by careful traizing,
those whoshal! assist and succecd them,
as pastors and teachers, Let us examine,
in order, each of thesc methods, and de-
termine which is most agreeable to
scripture and reason,

1. It is supposecable, that ministers
might be prepared by an immediate in-
spiration. This was the method ut
first employed: for the Apostles wrote
and spoke as they were mnved by the
Holy Ghost. They discoursed with
fluency and power of the wonderful
works of God, inlanguages which they
had rever learned; and they were em-
powered to give the divine cftestation of
miracles to the truths which they deliv-
ered. By this heavenly guidance and
energy, they were rendered superior to
all the wise men that the world had ever
scen. They were made familiar with
truths, beyond the natural reach of the
uninspired mind; and thus, though for
the most part, they were taken from the
lower classes of socicty, they were so
qualified by the spirit of God, that they
became the most skilful linguists, the
most profound philosophers, the ablest
theologians, and better skilled in the art
of teaching divine things, than all who
preceded or came after them.

Why— it may be asked—did not
God qualify all the preachers of the
grospel in the same way?—This would
have been the most easy and expeditious
method of preparing a qualified agency
for the disscmination of divine truth.—
So itmightscem to us,and yet weknow
that God has not employed it. The
mein reason we can assign for this is—
that the gospel, though attested by
miracles at its first announcement, was

1"

not designed to be maintained by mir-
acles: that being revealed through mene
inspired, it was not necessary it should
be promulgated by men inspired. This
is consistent with every thing we
know respecting the divine procedure.
God does not interpose in any case
by miracle, when the rcsult can be
accomplished by ordinary means, —
Miraculous interposition was neces-
sary to reveal and attest the gospel,
butit was not necessary to dissemi-
nate it, and therefore, God has left this
to the ordinary means of humanagency,
acting under his own superintendence
and blessing. Its teachers must
now convince, not by miracle but by
argument; and instead of trusting toan
immediate inspiration, now, no longer
vouchsafed, they must eeck for the
requisite qualifications of learning and
wisdom by study and application; their
minds must be formed by 8 proper ed-
ucation; they must give themselves to
reading, meditation, and prayer, that
they may be workmen not needing to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth,

These principles have been krown to
enlightened Christians ever since the
age of the Apostles; for ever since that
period, ministers of the gospel, except-
ing now and then some wild enthusiast,
have made no pretensions to inspiration,
but have always declared themselves
the humble interpreters of the inspired
volume: and, up to the degree that cir-
cumstances permitted, the Church has
required inall her teechers, whatever
qualifications cducation can confer, in
room of the gifts of inspiration, which
are no longer bestowed.

Itis not 2 ittle surprising, however,
that many, and 2 few not among the
rudest, should still continue to speak
and act in reference to the Christian
Ministry, 28 if & supernaturel inspira-
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tion were still to be expected, and asif’
the church might repair to the fishing
hoat, and the receipt of custom, aud
there find teachers competent to en-
lighten the world with the knowledge
of the truths revezled for our salvation.
They say, the first {eachers of the
Christian religion were persons in the
humblest conditions of life, uneducated,
who had nover scen Colleges, end they
ask, why may not the same thing be
now?—¥or the plainest reason possible
—:he circumstances are essentially
changed., Get us the fisherman or
mechanic, who has atteaded three years
on our Saviour’s personal instruction;
listened to his doctrine; witnessed his
miracles, life, death, and resurreciion;
who has received powerto cure discases
and evenraise the dead, by a word; to
speak in foreign tongues, and to know
the mysteries of revealed trath, by the
immediate inspiration of God—get the
church such men,andthe most eminent of
ils present instructors, might well give
place to them. But surcly if men thus
qualified cannotnow befound any where,
itis abs: 1 to reason, as if they were
to be ! thickly strewn in the com-
mon waths of life.  All sober persons
will admit that teachers ought to be
qualified. Ifthey are not so by the
higher mode of inspiration, they ought
to be so by the lower mode of education.
Ifit be not now their high privilege to
reason unerringly by the guidance of
theIoly Ghost, they must be taught to
reason as well as humanbeings can, by
study and logic; if they be not now en-
dued with “the gift of tongues,” they
must acquire such languages, as may
be necessary, by the more tedious pro-
cess of grammars and dictionaries; if
the high philosophies of nature and re-
ligion arc not supernaturally revealed
to them, they had better repair to the
halls oflerrning, to atizin that hwinbler

degree to which their dizcipline way
conduct them. 'T'o conclude then the
Plustration ot this point, sinee God does
not now qualify men for the work of' the
miristry, s the Aposiles were, by an
immecietc inspiration, they who aspire
to the ofiice of Christina teachers, must
prepare ii:emselves by the use of ordi-
nary means.

H. Iris supposcable, that without the
institution of any pasticular order, gual-
ified and sot apart for the Christinn
ministry,the Divine tlead of the Church
mizht have cenjoined every member to
preach the gospel with the abilities,
and zecording to the opportunitics ul-
forded.

According to this scheme, cvery
Christian man and woman might be-
come teachers,and disgense ordinances;
the gospel wouldbe without charge,and
infidels would have no reason to object
tothe averice and ambition of priests,
sccing there would benone  ‘I'lese are
the principal merits of the scheme : let
uslook at its demerits.

1t s manifestly, not adapted to the
circumstances of mankind, and impracti-
cable. Whereisit possible to fiad any
community of Christians in which all,
even of those wiie have reached mature
age, are qualificd to teach cven the
plaittest truths of Clristianity. The
multitede in every community reguire
themsclves {o be tanght, How ridi-
culous, then, that system which sup-
poses that all have a constituted and
equal right to teach '—Orifitis to be
understood that the right to teach exists
only when thequalifications areattained,
who shall determine the point where
any oneshall be raised from the class
of catechumensinto the rank ofteachers?
Andin the congregation, met for wor-
ship and instruction, who shall deter-
mine the rule of precedence among the
teachers,where all are equal? Ltis
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needless to enlarge on the absurdities of 1
such a scheme.  [tis inconsistent alike
with the word of God and the natuvce
of'man. Ti has never been, toany ex-
tent, tried, because it is no wherg, (o
any exteni, practicuble, and never can’
be Lrovght into general operation,
while the nature and staie of w:an coa-
tinune as they are.
’l‘l'c neavest exemplification of” this,
stem may be found wnony the Qua-.
This body of Christians hove !
not amony them any regular miaistry.
‘They z"';cmolc togeiher for sacred
worship, but for {he wost part it is con-
ducted in sileace.  Occosionally some

Py
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‘here are few who have beean in the
habit ol attending populer assemblies,
in which every orator isat liberty to
display his zitts, who have not olten
rethed with mortification atd diconst,
at seeing the ignorant and seli-coruden?
roar cut their crude farcies, winle the
wive and modest who slone were
competent to guide the opinions cf the
maltitede, were glad to shrink away in
sileace from tlw popular clamour,—
And mightwe not fear thas these scenes
would be too common, cven in the
hover of God, were zll permitted (o Le
speakers in the preiniccuous corgiroma-
tion of the universal Church, in wlich

oneis moved, us be supposes, by mn the quiet teciturnity of thepresent race
spirit, to deliver an address ; bui die "oi 01 akers might not be the fashion 7
practice is now connvor, and 1t may be l'c.h.xpe there isno ar snoyance niore
aflim:e) genesaily tlot they have no | incolerable to intelligent men, thaito
public 1religious instreedion.  Now the | 02 compelled to listen to the harangues
pernicious ciiects of the system may y of such, as cither do rot understandthe
notbe very visible amovg the Qualers ' sv'ject on which they disconrse, or
themselves:they are a very small body, | labour to pervert it ; and if such annoy-
and they me ueted upor, to theirad- abtes were ofien to be encountered in
vantege, by ibe surrounding infiucnces ' the sinctuzry of God, whichthey would
of the more eulighkiened pomons of the ! undoubtedly be, were its altars not suz-
Clristian comtounity.  Lut suppose ! rounded by the wise and good,the more
that their sysiem were to become um-.cnlwhtcx'cd would have no resource,
versal, which it ought tobeywere it tree | but to absent themselves from the tcm_

aud scripwral, \\h.lt then would be s
couscquences ! Were the assembled
muliitudes to meet in silence through-
out the Christian Church ; were thc

voice of the living irstrector peverto,

be heard, except when some enthusiast
supposed himself to be moved by a di-
vine impulse, what would become of
the youn yard the poor, and the izno-
rant, who 1cquire oft-repcated instruc-
tion fo impress on their hearts and
memorics the simplest truths?2—Or
still worse, what would become of them,
were our public assemblies to be made
the arena, where, on the day of peace,
the presumptuous and self-conceited
might hazard their conflicting notions ?

s 1 pI~ and mourn in solitude, that the con-
fusion ef the builders of Babel and their
impieiy too, hiud taken possession of
its walls.

Bui farther, this method, which pro-
;vi('cs nro regular instruction for the
people, is as unfit to extend the domin-
ion of the gospel as to perpetuate it.—
It could not perpetuate it where it is
known, for without the ordinance of
preaching, what would serve to keep it
constantly before the minds of the
people?  Under this system, the gospel
would soon become little more than a
matter of history—a thing to be found
in printed books—but nota thing in-
corporating itself with every day life,
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and breathina in gl the gentiments and
institutions of gociety. Iar less could
it extend itself throughout the more
remote and destitute parts of & country,
and penetrate into heathen lands.—
Who ever heard of'a Quaker missionary
Lo 2 savage tribe ?—In 2!l that has been
done for carrying the gospel to the
heathen what part have they taker 2—
Could 1t bs expected from = body who
have no consecrated orderto bresk to
themselves the bread of life, thet they
would comniissian any to go into all
nations, teaching and baptizing them?
The Apostles and their immediate suc-
cessors 1n the ministry accomplished
great things, because, among other
reasons, they were an organized body,
and entirely devoted to this work. The
Roman Catholic missionaries are at this
day foundin every land, and although
we cannvt commend the corrupted form
of Christianity which they labour to
establish, ‘we may ncvertheless ack-
nowledge the zeal, perseverance, self-
denial, and unity of effort, which they
have displayed in this cause ; and these
have arisen and been maintained chiefly
in consequenceof their being an orgaui-
zed body. Inlike mannerit may be af-
firmed thatthe extended labour and suc-
cess of the Moravian missionaries, the
Baptists, the Wesleyans, and several
others, have been promoted, by their
acting on the principle of the scriptural
obligation of o regular ministry, But
in any system in which thig principle is
not recognised and acted upon, there
will not be found an agency by which
the gospel can be perpetuated and
extended. We conclude therefore,
that the second supposeable method, of
whichQuakerism isa type,isunscriptural
and impracticableas a system of agency
for extending religion throughout the

world.
To be continued.
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For the Christian Examinor.
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

Mr. A. Gardiner,Preacher of the Gos-
pelfrom Aberdeen, cameto the Province
last autumn, highly recommended by
the Rev. Abercrombie Gordon of that
city, and was engaged as a Missionary
by the Presbytery of Toronto. DMr.
Gardirer's labours have in a great mea-
sure been confined to the town-
ship of Markham ; and they have been
so successful, and acceptable to the
people there——the Preshyterian part of
them especially—that,the Presbytery at
their late meeting in Vaughan, gave a
reluctant consent tothe termination of
his Missionary service,for his settlement
over the Congregation at Fergus.

From a brief outhne of Mr. Gardi-

ner’s labours drawn out by himself we
make the following quotation :
« Wnthont specifying minutely
time and place, ¥ may mention that my
practice hasbeen to preach in general
three times on the Sabbath, in different
parts of the Township, besides week-
day sermons, when circumstances
would permit. More or less of every
weck has been spentin visiting the sev-
eralPresbyterian families,of which,there
are upwards of eighty. 1t affords me
much satisfaction to state, that, the
cause of Christ seems to be daily flour-
ishing more and more among the Pres-
byterians in this township. They bid
fair to produce much fruit to the glory
of God.

That they have duly appreciated the
labours of the short period I have been
among them, has been attested by their
regular attendance on the preaching of
the word—their personal kindness in
private—the subscription which is now
on foot in aid of the Presbytery’s Mis-
sion Fund—and by a gencral meeting
held this evening, when ninety-five
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pounds were subscribed by theindividu-
als present,for the purpose of forthwith
erecting a Church in the village, for a
Congregation in communion with the
Church of Scotland.

The people of the IV Concession,
whom the Presbytery has already en-
gaged to assist with pecuniary aid,
have also called 2 meeting for the same
purpose, and, as the greater part of the
lumber is now ready, they intend com-
mencing operations as soon as the
weather permits.

From what I have scea of the Pres-
byterians in the Township, there is no
doubt but matters will soon be matured
fororganizing a congregation,and having
a Clergyman permanently settledamong
them. 1 beg most cordially torecom-
mend themto the particular notice of the
Presbytery ; and, humbly pray, that
Almighty God may by his Spirit keep
alive and deepen the religious impres-
sion, that now seems to be made on
their hearts.”

Mr. Gardiner had been little more than
threemonths in Markham. The amouat
of subscriptions paid to the Mission
Fund was fifty Dollars, A. Barker
Esq. besides rendering other important
services to the Missionary,received him
at his house during his stay in the
Township. The Presbytery have re-
corded their esteem of Mr.Barker’s kind
services, and instructed their clerk to
thank him in their name.

Mr. Gardiner made a short excursion
to the Township of Darlington ; where
he preached and was kindly welcomed.
A collection made by him for the Pres-
bytery’s Mission Fund, amounted to
seven Dollars. Here also, @ subserip-
tion for the erection of a Church isin
progress:and it already amounts to one
hundred and eighty pounds. Mr. Gar-
diner earnestly recommends this station
to the attention of the Presbytery.
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Mr. Gardiner,like other Missioraries
of the Synod, shared the kind atten-
tions of Robert Faitbairn Esq. P. M,

To the Editor of the Christian Erami-
ner and Presbyterian Review.

S,

Towards the end of October last, 1
had a letter from Mr. "Carn, Secretary
to the Lo~xpox Renicrous Tracy Soci-
ETY, informing me, that that Society
had shipped for this Provirce, five Li-
braries,and Tractsto thevalue of Fifteen
Pounds Stg. The Tract Society hzd ul-
lowed these Books and Tracts for kalf
price, and that price was to be paid by
thatstaunch friend to our Presbyterian
population—the Glasgow Colonial So-
ciety. About the same time I receiv-
ed a letter from Dr. Burns, inform-
ing me of the same interesting bene-
faction ; and, as his letter mentions
the detailsof the plan for disposing of the
libraries, I need offer no apology for
communicating a portion of it to your
readers.

Paisley, August 26th, 1836,
My Drar Siz

I have the pleasure of notifying to
you, that the Religious Tract Society of
London have, by an arrangement of a
money nature between us and them,
agreed to send you five of their hibra-
ries,and fifteen pounds worth of tracts,
for the Upper Province (the same num-
ber having been sent Mr, Clugston for
the Lower.) The Tracts are wholly
at your own disposal, and may be cir-
culated gratis, or at reduced prices, as
voumay think best. The Libraries we
wish to give at the reduced charge of
£2-10 each: and you are authorized to
offer them to the stations at that price.
We think, that by charging a small
sum in this way, the books will be more
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prized. You will please acknowledge
the receipt of the Tracts and Libraries,
with thanke, to the Secretary of the
Tract Society. * * * * *

This experiment (for itisof such a
nature) was suggested to us by our
illustrious East India Missicnary Dr.
Duff; and, although our Committee will
require to lay out a considerable sum,
in the mean time, for twenty such li-
braries, yet we anticipate great good
from the circulation of so many valu-
able volumes of Religious Instruction.
I will thank you to pay particular at-
tention to the details of this matter, and
let me know how the experiment suc-
ceeds.”

The arrival of the Toxa, for such was
the name of the ship that was bearing
the tracts and books hither, was ea-
gerly expected by me, until the ap-
proach of winter forbade the hope of
receiving them, until our internal na-
vigation should again open. Towards
the end of November, however, 1 read
in a Montreal paper that the Ioxa from
London was wrecked. And in the ab-
sence of any further information, I now
conclude that the precious consign-
ment, which the Christian Zzeal and love
of English and Scottish friends had
destined for us, has perished.

If any of your readers in Quebec, or
Montreal, can give, either through your
columns, Qr ina private communication
to myself, any information respecting
this portion of the loxa’s cargo, I shall
esteem it a favour.

These publications might happily have
been the means of speaking peace and
comfort to many a wearysoul. But
even ifthe greedy Deep has taken them
never to givethemup, it will be charge-
able on our own heedlessness of spiri-
tual things, if the liberality of the
London and Glasgow societies, in this
matter, be lost upon us. Irecollect

CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARIES.

hearing whena youth, of a consignment
of Bibles, which met with a fate like that
of our Tracts and Books,very adverseto
the immediate intentions of the Donors,
and which yet in the end accomplished a
greater amount of good, than what they
had contemplated. A ship, beuring
amongst other things, a large package
of copies of the Scriptures frem the
British and Foreign Bible Society—to
British America, I believe,~was cap-
tured by a Privateer, and carried into a
Port in New-England. The cargo of
the Prize was soon advertised for sale.
Surprise at the announcement of so
many Bibles being found on board a
British vessel, gave way to pain,inthe
hearts of many,whenthey learned what
their destination was. They immedi-
ately united and purchased the Bibles
for gratuitous distribution, and soon
after formed a Bible society.

Our Congregations, which would
have been benefitted by the libraries,
may and should be roused to anticipate
the exertions, which it is probable will
be made at Home, to renew the benefac-
tion. I would therefore respectfully
suggest to those of my Brethren whose
Congregations are yet without Libraries
or require to have their Libraries en.
larged, the propriety of immediately
raising funds for either of these objects.
If they would obtain the aid of the
GlasgowSociety in purchasing books for
them, or would invite a grant from that
Society, they may report directly to Dr.,
Burns the amount of their collections, or
1 shall be happy to be the medium of
the correspondence, as the Society had
committed to me the distribution of the
publications which they were sending
to the Upper Province.

I shall esteem it & favour to obtain
publicity to these lines through your
columns. And cordially wishing you
the Divine blessing on yvour important
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and arduons enterprise, Iam
My dear Mr. LEditor
Your’s with Christian regard,

WILLIAM RINTOUL.
Streetstille, February Vith, 1837,

Tv the Editor of T'he Christian Ex-
aminer and Presbyleriun Review.

Mg, Eottor
The announcement of the Cunis-
TIAN ExAMINBR AND PrysnyTERiaNy RE-
vIEW, and of the carly day for the ap-
pearance of its first number, has taken
me, and probably others of the brethren,
not a little by surprise.
Willing to help its Editor in his ar-
duousundertaking, and yet, being some-
what slow in the art of writing for the

Press, as well as beset with many en-!

gagements, I content myself with the
following humble offering for its first
pages—AN ADDRESS DELIVERED LATELY
T0 Six ELDRRS ON THEIR ORDINATION.

The subject at least is not unsuitable
for your Journal; and imperfect as the
Address itself is, it may, through the
Divine blessing, be useful to some of
your readers,

The ExamiNer, I fondly trust, will
allure many of our Ministers to study
and write for those amongst whom it is
to circulate, There is very much rela-
ting to our own principles, and the duty
of the Churchat the present crisis,
which should be brought before our
people for their information, and excite-
ment to action.

Humbly praying, that the great Head
of the Church may direct and sustain
you, in your undertaking for making
known his truth, and advancing his

kingdom,
T Remain, Yours &ec.
PRESBYTER.
T\weT\ =

February 16th, 1837,
C
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Fathers and Brethren,

You have now been solemnly set
apart to the office of Elders inthe Church
of Christ: and are not, as I wellbelieve,
without some becoming sense of the
new and weighty responsibihty, which is
devolved upon you. I do the rather
therefore, tender to you a few words of
counsel and exhortation,

Allow me then to exhort you, Fiast;
lo magnify the office with whick you have
been invested

I'may call on you to cntertain high
and honourable thoughts of the Elder-
ship, without tempting you to pride;and
I would have you to entertain such
thoughts of it, only that you may be the
better fitted for the discharge of its du-
tics, and may exhibit a humble deport-
ment init. For, though men who seek
office for self-aggrandisement, become
proud or vain-glorious, according as they
think highly of their office; those who
enter on office inthe Church of Christ,
with a becoming sense of the honour of
being connected with the administration
of His kingdom, will be influenced tox
correspondent humility.

Consider, then, that the Great Head
of the Church has instituted the office
which you now fill. He has set “Gov-
ernments” in his Church: (1. Cor, 12,
23.} Andthoee who administerits gov-

‘ernment are knownasGuides or Rulers:”

(IHeb, 18,17,) Nowl trust you may
regard the call and designation to the
Eldership, which you have received in
this congregation, as the appointment
of Christ himself; and so, I would have
you to regard yourselves as the servants
of Christ in His Church.

And surely you cannot think of the
glory of the Master whom you serve,
without feeling that you are highly Lon-
oured. If menesteem civil or military
office honourable in pronortion to the
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greatness of the State, or the Prince
whom they serve, then, how high should
our estimation of the Eldership be; secing
that in it, we arc the scrvants of the
Church of the living God—the agents
of Him whosits on the eternal throne,
and hag all power in Heaven, and on
carth, Every individual Church mem-
ber has an exalted honour in his con-
nexion with that kingdom which is pre-
sided over by Christ, and which shall,
throughout eternity, bring a peculiar
glory to the Godhead; and Church-of-
ficers,such asyou Fathers and Brethren,
and I, are, should fee), that we are em-
inently honoured, seeing that we are not
merely the subjects of this kingdom, but
are commissioned to watch over its in-
terests, and to further its progress in
the world. 'The honcur of your office
16 seen also in the design and end of
it. It contemplates nothing less than
the promoting in men 2 conformity to
the character of God, and their enjoy-
ment of God for time, and eternity. You
are called to a certain conjunct oversight
of the flock with me, its unworthy Pas-
tor,and you must study in your station,
to promote the knowledge, the comfort,
and the holiness of the members of it.
Thus, does your office point beyond all
interests merely temporal, to the eternal
interests of man, and the glory of the
Godhead, as manifested in securing
these. Onthis account also, you may
well feel, that your office is eminently
honourable. Xnow call on you to recog-
nise this, that you may feel at once your
unworthiness of it, and your need of
Divive aid for the performance of its
duties, and that you may also study
to exhibit & deportment becoming it.
There is an elevation, a purity anddig-
nity of character,that are proper for those
who are the servants of the Son of God,
and who serve him in promoting, the
purity, peace, and joy of His people,
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I would exhort you; Secoxpry, fo
cultivate personal piety as being indis-
pensableynot less to the faithful discharge
of the duticsof the Eldership, thanto your
own salvation.

You know, I trust, that true picty
consists in the right exercise towards
God, of all the affections of the soul;
that it is the result of an enlightened
knowledge of God, and owns as its
author the Holy Spirit,

AndI need scarcely remind you, that
without this, you can have no connexion
with the Kingdom of God: you cannot
know Christ. Your Christian profess-
ion must be an empty name,—the mere
symbol of your hypocrisy.

Audso, Fathers and Brethren, you
must possess and exercisethis piety if you
would also approve yourselvesas faith-
ful servants of Christ, in the Church—
“Elders who rule well.” For what in-
terest,canyou, let me rather say, can we
feel inthe prosperity of the Church of
Christ, if we have no true love to him?
How can we in theexercise of discipline,
show ourselves jealous of the honour of
God, and prompt and courageous in
vindieating it,when it is injured by the
offences of his professing people, if we
have no reverence for His holiness, no
zeal for His glory.

How can we devotc ourselves to
the spiritual interests of the -flock, and
pray and labourin our several stations
to promote them, if we are void of re-
alizing views of eternal things, and of
love to the souls of men? Our piety
indeed must be, not merely genuine, but
excmplary,if we wouldapprove ourselves
faithfulin the oversight of the flock, Our
whole deportment must show that the
fearand love ofGod prevail in our hearts,
if we would have menrespect and hon-
our the ordinances of Christ. Weshall
obtain little credit for zeal for the hon-
our of God, and love to the souls of men,
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it we admonish or reprove others for
somesins thatare open andflagrant,while
our own characters afford very doubt-
ful evidence that we ourselveshave been
renewed in the spirit of our minds.—
Nay, the sacramental ordinances of the
Church, designed for the edification
and comfort of Christ’s true followers,
may be shunned by them, and resorted
to, only by the ignorant andself right-
eous, it we makeit apparent, that our
own religion s merely external and
professional; that it does not purify our
tempers,and clevate our affections above
the engrossing cares and love of the
world,

Tobe faithful in the Eldership, then,
approved of in the Church, and accepted
of Christ, we must cultivate true piety,
yea, our piety must be above suspicion.

TuiroLy, I exhort you to cultivate an
affectionate regard for the flock of which
you are henceforth to take a cerlain
oversight, and let this be shewn in frequent
prayers for them, as well as in such
labours of love,as it may be competent for
you o perform.

Keep in mind, Fathers and Brethren,
that the edification of the Church is the
proper end of your office. You are set
apart for attending—not to those in-
terests, which to some extent, it has in
common with any secular corporation—
our Trustees,or Deacons as they should
becalled,have these confided tothem—-but
to the spiritual interests of its Members.
Youare constitutedGurnes axp RuLERs:
and, though youare not called to labour
in word and doctrine, you must yet be
ready to helpthe Pastor by yourcounsel,
and to admonish, encourage,and comfort
the members, as you have opportunity.
You must concur in the exercise of a
discipline over them, according to the
laws of the Saviour’s kingdom. And so,
Jove to the flock is one indispensable
qualification of a good Elder. You must
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love Christ, and love his sheep, and love
his lambs. Too many go about their
services in the Church from a mere sense
of official propriety; and, whatever self
complacency they may feel, when they
actup to their own low standard of duty,
they have no clevated joy and delight in
their work; they do not feel that they
are fellow-workers with God, and instru-
ments for conveying to men the bless-
ings of selvation. But, Fathers and
Brethren, be it our aim to honour the
Saviour in our offices. Let us cultivate
love to hiin; and sympathise with him in
that compassion which he felt for sinners,
whomhe came to seek and save, by
dying for them. Let uslove all his fol-
lowers, and study to promote theiredifi-
cation, Andsee that you, who have just
beenset apart to the Eldership, show
your love to the flock, by praying much
intheir behalf. Let your families and
households, yea, and the walls of your
closets bear witness, that you do not
forget the congregation and its Minister
ata throne of grace. Pray that the
Spirit of God may be sent forth to re-
vive, and extend his own gracious work
amongst us—to bless the ordinances of
the Gospel for the conversion of sin~
ners, and the peace and comfort of be-
lievers. Thus shall you hold up the
hands of your Pastor,and the spirit of
power will rest on his Ministry.
Further, I would have you manifest
your love to the flock, by visiting such of
them, asmay be inaffliction, In worldly
prosperity, or even in that condition of
life which permits the intense love and
pursait of worldly enjoyment, the mind
is often shut to the reception of Divine
truth, and so, the instructions of Min-
isters, or of private friends, are addressed
to it in vain, The mind then resembles
the soil baked with the scorching sun,
in which vegetation is suspended. But
affliction ordinarily disposes the soul to
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receiveDivinetruth; as the genial show-
ers of Heaven mollify the earth, and
cause seeds and plants to sprout and
grow. Now, though in many cascs
you may be repelled from tendering
coungel or reproof to the careless pro-
fessor, when he is under the sunshine of
worldly prosperity; you may yetgo with
encouragement to the dwelling in which
afiliction spreads a gloom, and reckon
securely on being welcomed, whether
you drop a wordof' comnfort, or a hint
of counsel, or lead the mournersto pour
out their sorrows at a thronc of grace.

The ordinary visitation of the congre-
cation by your Pastor, is another occa-
sion on which you may, by vour com-
pany and counsel,at once assist him, and
show your interest in the flock. So too,
the Sabbath School, and BibleClass, are
interesting departments for the excercise
of Christian love and zeal.

You are not set apart, as I have said,
for attending to the secular interests of
the Church; yet,let nie remind you, that
you will not be out of the way of duty,
if you seck out any of themembers of it,
who may be afflicted with poverty, and
exert yourselves in promoting their
relief,

Fouvrtnurny. Study to combine fuith-
Julness with tenderness, in exercising the
discipline of the Church.

The sacramental institutions are
primarily designed to promote the edifi-
cation of the followers of Christ, and to
distinguish them from the men of the
world, who know not God, and reject
the claims of his Son, And thus, when
they are properly administered, they
giveavisibility to that community, the
Church, which is in itself spiritual and
wvisible. It is of infinite moment that
the sacraments should be dispensed to
those only, who make a credible profes-
sion of repentance and discipleship,—
For agthey exhibit to our view God in
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all the glory of his churacter, entering
into terms of reconciliation with his
rebel creatures, the participation of
them by those who have no contrition
for sin, no desire for friendship with
Got, and no love to his character, ix
highly insulting to God, and provokes
his righteous indignation. ‘I'hat so-
lemn announcement which God made to
Moses, “I will be sanctified in them that
come nigh me,” expresses a law of his
spiritual kingdom under every dispen-
sation. But the evil attendant on w
participation of the sacramental ordi-
nances of the Church, by ungodly men,
does not terminate with themselves.—
"Their conduct, when manifestly at va-
riance with the laws of Christ’s king=
dom, gives the keenest pain to those
who truly love and honour him, while
it ensnares the merely nominal Chris-
tian, it may be, to his utrer destruction,
as he is disposed by it, to think lightly
of the evil of Sinand to give way tohis
own peculiar temptations. Nor does
the injury stop here. The men of
the world are emboldened in their un-
godly ways, and reproach the Gospel
itself, as a system of superstition or
falsehood, when they see its professors
allowing themselves in covetousness,
dishonesty, or sensuality. ’

The cxercise of a scriptural discipline
can alone avert or restrain these evils,
and prevent the Church, the congrega-
tion of faithful men, from being
merged and lostin the world. A Church
without discipline is like a garden with-
outafence: the plants and shrubs which
grow in it for ornament or beauty, if not
choked with rank and noisome weeds,
are speedily devoured or trodden down
by the beasts which pass through it.
Now it belongs to us asthe Rulers of
the Church, to preserve a certain line
of separation between it and the world,
to keep up the fence around the “I'rees
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of righteousness which the Lord hath
planted.” And we are to do this, by re-
quiring of those whom we admit to the
sacramental ordinances, e scriptural
profession, and a holy character.  And
if"any of those, who lave been formally
numbered with the followers of Christ,
should renounce his truth, and openly
break his laws, then, must we counsel
and admonish, or rebuke them in order
to their repentance: and should this end
not be obtained, we must suspend, or
cut them off from the communion of
the Chur h. An ardent desire to hon-
our God in his own institutions, can a-
lone render us faithful in administering
the discipline of the Church. If we seek
to please men, we shall be tempted to
lower the standard of the Christian pro-
fession. Wemay rebuke some offen-
ders, and that “with all authority,” yee,
wemay rebuke some “sharply.” But
recognizing what we are, and what we
have been, we must cultivate a tender
and compassionate spirit to offenders
themselves, so as to show that our se-
verity is directed only against their
sins; and thus, our rebukes must ordi-
narily be with «all long suffering,” we
must “in meeiness instruct those who
¢ oppose themselves, if God peradven-
«ture will give them repentance to the
«acknowledging of the truth,”

Iexhort you in the Frrmit anp rast
PLACE, as you would prove yourselves
servants of Christ, Lo study diligently to
promote the interests of the Church in
generaly and of that branch, of it in par-
ticularywith which we,as a congregation,
are connected.

Ah! My Fathersand Brethren, how
indispensable are the obligations which
bir.d Christians to devote themselves to
the service of their Lord and Saviour—
to become fellow-workers with him in
cstablishing his Kingdom in the world.
The solvation of men from sin and.
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Hel), and the Glory of the Godhead as
manifested by this salvation, are the
objects which of ull others are dearest
to his heart, and constitute the grand
cnd and design of his Kingdom: and so,
a1l who have any enlightened regard to
Christ,must study to promote these ob-
Jjects.  We however, who are Elders in
the Church—oflicers in Christ’s King-
dom—are more especially bound to du
so. Al the dutics of our several ofiices
call us to pray and labour for the ad-
vaucemnent of his Kingdom. However
inconsistent and criminal in others, in-
difference to this object may be: in us,
itis positive treachery to our Master,
and perjury to our engagements. It is
our high duty, to scqueint ourselves
with the circumstances and condition
of the Church Universal,and to cultivate
an interest in it, and to support as we
arc able, every measure thatis design-
ed and fitted to extend it. And the
cause of Missions and Education, of
Bible and Tract circulation, of Sabbath
and Temperance Reformation, should
all be interesting to us, and should be
prayed for at a throne of Grace, and
pleaded for with our fellow-men, anl
aided by our pecuniary offerings, as we
have opportunity.

The constitution of the Presbytenan
Church, which recognizesevery several
congregation as an integral part of the
whole Church, affords us peculiar op-
portunities of general usefulness, Her
Courts for judging causes, and delibe-
rating and deciding on questions of gen-
eral interest, in which each of you may
one time or another have a seat, may
allow your individual influence to be
felt throughout the wholeChurch, And,
as you would honour its Divine Head,
and advance his kingdom, you should
attend the meetings of the Presbytery
and Synod, when severally appointed to
do so,and take partin their business
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with a single aim to promote the purity,
peace, und enlargement of the Church.

Our Church in this Province 1s as yet
in & state of feebleness and immatu-
rity; ar ?ifit is to become vigorous and
large~-.0 enclcse within its fold, and
feedin its pastures, nultitudes of the
successive generations of the people—
then must its present members, espe-
cially Elders and Ministers, show them-
selves men of prayer, of enterprise, and
labour. They should study to raise up
Ministers from amongst the rising gen-
eration, and to founda School for the
education of Ministers,aswell as obtain
additional labourers from the Mother-
Church.

‘While there is a vast amount of prop-
erty in the Province cxpressly set apart
for the maintenance of the Protestant
Religion; and while the people are con-
fessedly unable to support Ministers to
the extent of their necessities—that
property ought,inall fairness and merey,
to be made available towads relieving
those necessities. But, if the Legisla-
tive voice of the Province demands, the
alienation of what are called the Clergy
Reserves to sccular purposcs, or if it
allot them to religious purposes, on
couditions that arc inconsistent with
the indcpendence of the Church, and its
efficiency for holding forththe light of
Divine Truth, and bearing a consistent
testimony against the corruptions and
usurpations ofthe Max of Six, then,
may the Presbyterian Church decline
any suchendowment. Let her remain
strong in her own independence, when
the patronage of man would enfeeble
her, and rich inher own poverty, where
the liberality of man would bribe her to
2 compromisc withthat, which her great
Head abhors.

All of you may be so well acquaint-
ed with the constitution of the kingdom
of Christ, and the history of the Pres-
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byterian Church in particular, as to
know, that the success of the Gospel
depends, to a great extent, on the cha-
racter of its Ministers; and, that it is
only when they are men of piety and
prayer, and are accomplished with the
gifts of knowledgeand utterance, that
they are successful in communicating
the trath to inquirers, and stopping the
mouths of gainsayers.—And, consider
well, I beseech you,that inordertosuch
Ministers being found, they must be
maintained, I do not say in aflluence,
yet, I may say inthose circumstances,
that shall save them from the engross-
ing occupations of manual labour, the
temptations to covetousness which are
connected with trading, as well as the
vexations and privations of poverty.—
And remember also, that if public aid
for the maintenance of a Gospel Min-
istry be refused when offered; orif it be
withdrawn, or with-held, when it might
have been honourably received; then,
those obligations which bind you to
serve Christ and his Church, must be
discharged chiefly by your exertions to
maintain a laborious and efficient Min-
istry.

In closing this address, I wonld re-
mind you, that, your great strength for
the new duties to which you are called,
aswell as for ail the virtues of the
Chliristian life, is to be found in the con-
sciousnecss of your own weakness, and
in a single dependence on the Son of
God, who is rcady to manifest his om-
nipotence in you. Ifany of you, alas, be
only nominal Christians, and shall yet
prove yourselves to be the encmies of
Christ under the guise of his servants,
and friends—then, yours shall he the
doom of the wicked and slothful ser-
vant—banishment from the home and
the houschold of the Great Lord of all,
throughout the Jast, the unending age
whichis near at hand, and that *to the
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place of outer darkness, where there is
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of
teeth But if—as our hopes are—
you endeavour to prove yourselves faith-
ful in the Eldership, then, your prayers
shall be heard and answered ; and, even
those which have chiefly respected o-
thers, shall yet bring down blessingson
yourselves, Your servicesto the Church
however humble, shall be requited even
here. The light of God's countenance,
which gives health to the soul, shall
shine upon you., And in the Judge-
ment day, Christ himself shall recognize
and honour you as hisfaithful servants
and friends, and summon you to enter
into hisjoy.

May God grant that all of us may be
found worthy of this blessedness.—
Andto Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be
blessing and honour, and glory, and
power, now and ever-more.  Amen.

REVIEW.

(+2 Sermon, Preached by the Rev. T. C.
Wicsoy, Perthy, U. C. on behalf of
the Perth Temperance Society, Oclo-
ber 2, 1836.  Published at the request
of the Society. Montreal: Printed by
Campbell and Becket.)

The pious and respected author of this
discourse, has ventured to appear from
the press on a subject, respecting which,
he haslong felt a deep interest, in com-
mon withverymany of the moral patriots
of theday. The sinof drunkenness isa
very proper topic of pulpit admonition,
andits very general prevalence warrants
the cmployment of the most encrgetic
cffortstocounteractit. Sucheffortshave
been very extensively made inthe United
States, and partially in other countries,
by means of Temperance Societies—
associations, the rules and objects of
which are so well known asnotto need
any description hiere. It is pretty gen-

crally admitted, that they have produced
a very extensive abatement of the evil
against which their efforts have been
directed, and so far as yet appears, nv
incidental evil, of great magmtude at
least, has sprung up in consequence of’
their operations. Many, however, who
have watched theic progress with plea-
sure, have been offended not a little,
with the folly and extravagance of some
of their advocates, and with the intole-
rant strain of censure and denounce-
ment, which they have directed against
that portion of the Christian community,
who for reasons, satisfactory to them-
selves, have declined connecting them-
selves with such societies, and they
have observed, with pain and disap-
probation, certain very absurd notions
which have been put forth and defend-
ed, by some of their more enthusiastic
supporters. ‘Thus: it has been set forth
with a terrific array of experiments and
instances, that distilled liquors, wine,
beer,cider—to which even teaand coffee
are sometimes added—are each veri-
table poisons of different degrees of
virulence; that they who drink themare
implicated in the guilt of suicide; that
they who distil, sell, or offer them for
use, are implicated in the guilt of mur-
der; that consequently, sll use of these
deleterious articles ought to be entirely
abandoned in social life, and that the
use of wine in the sacrament of the
supper, isa question notto be touched
for the present, rather, because it is in-
expedient to shock the prejudices of the
Christian world, than that there isany
doubt, that the cup presented them,
contains a poison, and its use is hurtful
to morality. Such principles, no mat-
ter with what fervency of declamation
they be maintained, can never compel
the assent of thesober and enlightened,
and so long as they enter into the creed
of TemperanceSocieties,or that of their
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ruling powers, the most reputable will
avold them. Besides, it is painful to
see the unscriptural trust which somany
reposc in them, as an instrument of re-
formation; as if they alone were suffi-
cient to effect that general renovation
of mankind, which can be acomplished
only by the divine power of the gospel.
Wehear themstyled “a work of God;"—
“the most efficient means of moral im-
provement that have been employed
since thefirstintroductionofthe gospel;”
—Sithe precursor of the Millennium;"—
aud lauded in many other pompous des-
criptions. Thisis extremely offensive,
not only becauseit scems to verge on
theprofane, but because it leads the
mind away from their proper design.—
It cannot surely be imagined that they
shall everbecome permanent institutions
in a Christian land. Their object will
be accomplished, when they have fairly
stirred up the Church to direct her doe-
trines,disciplineandinfluence against the
sin of drunkenness;and when they have
moved the national Councils to pass
such statutes, as shall bring the whole
competent weight of the civil magis-
trate to the counteraction of this evil.—
Weare disposed to think that this is
theironly legitimate object, and that
its attainment ought to be the signal for
their dissolution.—This desirable ob-
ject, however, is yet far from being at-
tained; and therefore we wish to see
the advocates of Temperance in-
crease, rather thanrelax, their exertions,
But we, also, most fervently wish, for
the sake of that cause which they have
taken in hand, that they werea little
ore discreet and temperateboth intheir
speechesand measures;and moresparing
by far in the invention of anecdote,
which wehold to be nothing clse than a
genteel method of telling lies. They
placethe genius of Temperance in a
most faulty posture, when they set her
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downas a stern inquisitor at mens tables,
withscalesand minim glass at her right,
tomeasure the quantity, and a host of
chemical agentsat her left, todetermine
the quality of our meats and drinks.—
We are much inclined to the opinion
that the purposes of nature and morality,
asto them, may be very well answered
without graduated measures, and chem-
ical analysis, But we must not enlarge,

As to the discourse itsclf, we are
hardly justified, perhaps, in bringing t,
by any critique of ours, under public
notice. It was published, at the request

-of the Society to whom it wasaddressed,

and this request was’ probably made,
from an opinion that what was profita-
ble in the hearing, deserved to be ster-
eotyped. We doubt the justness of the
opinion, and question the propricty of
ministers  yiclding to such requests,
from such quarters, at least, in reference
to discourses, which have been hastily
preparedforone of the occasional claims
ofministerial duty. Although this dis-
course bears many marks of haste, it is
nevertheless manifestly nota milk and
water thing, but contains a large quan-
tity of ardent material, some of which,
however, has not, wefear, beenregularly
distilled throngh any authorized logical
alembic,and henceit containssome ingre-
dients which it would have been better
without. Itwould be an unprofitable
task for ustoseparate these.  We think
the discourse may be useful in despite
of such adulterations.—The author, to
support the lawfulness of abstinence
from intoxicating drink,has adduced the
case of the Aaronical priests, of the
Nazarites, and of the Rechabites. We
cannot gatherfrom hisargument wheth-
er by lawcfulness weare to understand a
thing permitted, or & thing enjoined.—
If it mean permission merely, then no
instances were needed to prove it; ifit
mean, that beeause abstinence was en-
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Jomed in these particular cases, there-
tore, it is a duty of universal obligation,
we feel compelled to dissent from
the conclusion,  Yet this last seems to
be the sense of the author. e thus
reasons: p. 5.

“Fhe Lord spake unto Aaron say-
ing, Do not drink wine, nor strong
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee,
when ye gointo the tabernacle of the
congregation, lest ye die; it shall be a
statute forever throughout your gen-
crations,”  And are not Christiansnow
a royal priesthaod unto God, to ofier up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him by
Jesus Christ? And ought they not, as
such, toabstain from those intoxicating
drinks, by the influence of which, they
also, like Aaron's sons, may be led to
offer strange fire unto the Lord?”

Now we hold it to be an unsound in-
ference from these words, that Aaron
was enjoined to total abstinence, or that
he was—to use a barbarous word, very
common in Temperance publications,
and which we are resolved never again
to tolerate in our pages—a tectotaller,
e, and his sons, were indeed positively
prohibited the use of wine, when they
were about to enter on the public duties
of their office; but it is by no means
implied that they were prohibited from
its uscatother times:and even although
it could be shown, that the prohibition
was unlimited, as to them, it would not
therefore follow, that it extended be-
yond their order, far less, to members
of the Christion Church. The author’s
conclusions from the case of the
Nazarites, and Samson, and John the
Baptist, are equally !gratuitous. Christ
came aftera very different fashion from
John the Baptist; “he came eating and
drinking.” The case of the Reclabites,
and the arguments drawn from Rom.
ch. 14.—and from theunoble principles
contained in 3 Cor. 3. 13—are much
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more to the point; and whatever we
may think of'the present organization of’
Temperance Societies, the commenda-
bleness of abstaining from needless in-
duigence,for the benefit of our brethren,
may safely be deduced from them. In
connection with this point we give the
following extractwith pleasure,although
some may be disposed to seein it alittle
declamatory exaggeration.

“Buildiny upon the Heavealy prin-
ciples of self-denial, love to our neigh-
bour, and charity to all, we desire uo
betterarguments,nor motives,nor ground
upon which to go forward in the Tem-
perance cause, having Paul for our ad-
vocate, love for our metive, the Bible
for our groundwork, and the glory of
God for our end. DBut farther, the suc-
cess which hasfollowed the institution
and operations of TemperanceSocietics,
and the manner in which they are still
spreading and taking root in the world,
prove them to be of God, and not merely
the counsel or work of men. Not only
have the efforts of many cremies been
directed in vain against them, they have
both directly and indirectly, been pro-
ductive of a vast amount of good, tem-
porzal and spiritual, to the interests of
mankind. In some places they have
operated like the preaching of John the
Baptist, preparing the way of the Lord;
inall they have led to great reformation
in 1egard to customs and practices,
which tend to cncourage drunkenness
and all its woes. Drunkards have been
reclaimed, families rescued from want
and misery, and shame, and discord;
and restored to pleaty, and happiness.
and honour, and peace, and respect:
property to a large amount has been
saved; crime been diminished; prisons
made empty, churches filled, religion
been sought after, and best of all, souls
have been saved; yes, many a once per-
ishing sinuer has had resson o rejoice,
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and will rejoice through eternity, that
ever Temperance Societies were form-
¢d, for to many they have been blessed
in being made the first meaus of leading
them away from temptations which
Satan was using for the ruin of their
souls; and of bringing them to the
Sanctuary, within hearing of the Gos-
pel of peace, and under the influence
of that Xeavenly light which now shines
upon their souls, and by which they
will shine more and more, unto the per-
fect day. And with all due deference
to those who are still on the opposite
side, we count it no mean argument in
faver of Temperance Societies, and in
proving them tobe of God, that by far
the greater proportion of those who
scem in earnest in following Christ,—
men of Heavenly wisdom, piety and
prayer, accustomed to search the Scrip-
tures, and to seek counsel from God,—
have united togetherin this good cause.
{fit be an advantage, or any argument
inour favour, to have the people of
God on our side, thenmay we lay ciaim
to this advantage, and this argument on
behalf of the Socicties for which we
now plead; for surely we have more of
God's people on our side, than there are
of them fighting against us, and these
Societies are spreading, and taking root,
and sending forth branches, and bearing
goodfruit, wherever the Gospel of peace
is made known. And have we not rea-
son to rejoice that this is the case? and
to thank God that He has blessed our
humble efforts so much, andto take en-
couragement from the past, and to cher-
ish good hope for the future, believing
that our counsel and work is of God,
and cannot be overthrown, and looking
unto im for the continuance of his
blessing?”

The sermon closes with fervid admo-
nitions tothe avowed opponents of Tem-
perance Societics—to those employed
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in the traffic of ardent spirits—to mad-
erate drinkers——and lastly, to the mem-
bers of Temperance Societies.

This particular species of reforming
agency has made little progress in Can-
ada, Notwithstanding the high and
decided patronage of the Lord Bishop of’
Qucbec, we believe few of the Clergy of
the Episcopal Church lave taken any
strenuous part in the establishment of
them ; and a very few only ofthe minis-
ters of the Presbyterian Church have
stood forth as their advocates. An
indiscriminating supporter of such asso-
ciations might be disposed to affirm that
this is a sad dereliction of duty on the
part of the ministers of religion, and,
perhapshe might presume to address
them, in such language as this: «If
you refuse to give us your names, aze
you not refusing to help the Lord, and
the Lord’s people,and hindering the ad-
vancement of Christ's Kingdom, and the
saving of souls! Christ himself has
said, he that is not with me is against
me, and he that gathereth not with me
scattereth abroad.”—And thus without
much ceremony, and with a misappli-
cation of the sense of scripture, might
the censorious Rechabite, denounce as
the encmies of religion and morality,
men, who duringa long life, had never
once been flustered with the cup of ine-
briation; men, who hadbrought talents
to bearagainst the vices of the age, with
whichthe talents of the most distin-
guished advocates, of what has been
somewhat pompously called the Tem-
perance reformation— are not to be
compared. There is something ex-
tremely indecorous, not to say unjust,
in that licentiousness of denouncement,
in which very many of the advocates of
Temperance Societies indulge, against
suchasrefuse to beconnected with them.
Surely they might perccive that, what
they call #the demon,” may be asseiled
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an more forms than one; and that the
sincere and consistent Christian must
always be opposed to excess, whether
he has signed the pledge or not. Let
them not confound Temperance Socie-
ties, with temperance, or imagine that
all who look upon such essociations
with some degree of distrust, are there-
fore hostile to the virtue,

Wepresume to say tothem, discrimi-
nate more accurately. The virtue of
temperance has more advocates in the
world than those who have joined the
societies; and the associated actunwisely
when they rail at, and denounce, the
auxiliarics—more numerous by far, and
not less powerful—than theforces within
their little encampment,

Thereis a point which has been too much
overlooked in the efforts of the friends of
sobriety in this province, that drunken-
ness is not only a moral but a civil of-
fence—for as such it is regarded by our
Jaw. Itis not unbecoming in a Chris-

tian who reveres the law of his God, to
dowhatin him lies to secure respect

and obedience to the laws of his country;
or to endeavour to procure their amend-
ment when they are defective. The
first wish of every good subject, and the
first care of every patriotic Legislator,
should be, to preserve the morals of the
people, for this is tiie only sure basis of
order and happiness in @ state; and if
there be any cause which might endan-
ger public morality, it is one of the
grand duties of Jegislation to counteract
it.  If drunkenness be injurious to the
character and well-being of a people, if
ardent spirits be an incentive to tlc
crime, then ought the importation, and
manufacture, and vending, of such an
article to be subjected to proper restric-
tions. This might be done the more
casily in rcference o ardent spirits, in-
asmuch as it js never pretended that they
are anccessary of lite, It seems, there-
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fore, to be within the proper sphere of
legislative enactment to regulate the
quantity that shall be imported, or made;
to placesuch a duty upon it, as shall
oparate asa prohibition of ite common
use; to subject the places where it shail
be sold to a strict municipal superinten-
dence; and thus the statutes of the laud
might be rendered subservient to its
moral improvement We greatly fear,
that thelabours of the goos' inthis cause
will never be completely successful,
until theauthority of the civil magis-
trate shall give due support to that
moral influcnce which the advocates of
temperance are exerting on the com-
munity. Individuals, societics, and the
Church, may exert their influence,and it
will undoubtedly be felt; but if thelegis-
lature,from the paltry motive of adding a
few thousandstothe revenue, encourage
the importation, manufacture, and ven-
ding, of this pernicions article; if they
allow taverns to beerected at the corner
of every street, to ensnare the weak
and lure the straggler; if they do
not value the morals of the people
above all financial considerations ;
then, we fear the flood will swell over
cvery barrier that may be erected,and the
abominations of drunkenness will often
meet the eye, und its consequences of-
ten disturb the peace, of the communi-
ty.

ECCLESIASTICAL
INTELLIGEXNCE,

Tur PRESBYTERY OF HANMILTON . —
An ordinary meeting of this DPresbytery
washeld at Ancasteron the 11th of Jany. A
letter from the chairman of the Trustees of
the Church at Fergus, intimating the clec-
tion of the Rev. Alexander Gardiner to be
the Minister of that charge, was read:
and capies thereof were ordered to be
transmitted to Mr. Gardiner, and the Pres-
hytery of Toronto, under which he is now
employed asa Missionary 5 further proceed-
ings were of course postponed until an-
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awers should be received ; when, if neces-
sary, the Moderator was empowered tocall
2 pro re nata meeting.— A petition was pre-
sented fiom North and South Easthope,
which set forth that these townships have
been scttled princspally within the fast tour
years ; that they now contain 2 pupulation
of abuut 500—of whan the maonty are
Preshyterians,speaking the Gaelic lanztages
that they are using ther best endeavours
to buthl a Church, and obtain a Muuster ;
that besides thar ounsubscription tor these
purposes, they have the promise of agrant
of land and pecumary and, from the Canada
Company ; but that heir ncans are still
altogethier inadequate.  ‘The petiion, with
the lTetter accompanying 1z, extubited, m
sinking colours, the spanitual  destitulion,
not meiely of the petitioners, but of many
neighbounng sctdemenis. 1t wasremitted
by the Presbytery to the Commussiohers for
managing the Church bwlding tund,  The
Rev. Dunald Machenzie of Zoria was ap-
pointed to visitand encourag- the Pelition-
ers, to ascertain their progress, and veport
to the Comuiissioners their state and cluaws.
—In considering the dyned’s injunctian to
Presbyieries respecting the observance of
the Sabbath, several members gave @ mel-
ancholy picture of the state of rchgious
principle and fechng w he countiy, ol
which, perhaps, there is no better cuitetion
than the fourth Commandiment.  ** Consid-
ering,to use the language of the Syaod, that
the sanctification ot the Sabbath, is not
more positively enjoined in thelaw of God,
than connccted in His Government withn-
dividual and national piety and happiness”
~-no Chtistian can witness the gross and
unblushing profanation of Gul's holy day,
which our comnumty exhitits, without the
most anxious forebodings ; and these ate
reatly agaravated by the fact, thatall ranis
iu the land frown the hughest to the lowest,
including no small portion, even of protes-
aipg Christians, are involved in the gunt
of this sin, both dircetly and indirectly.
The metmbers who took pattin the delideras
twons, without overlocking the aid to Ye de-
rived from the authority and example of vu-
Jers and Magistrates, seemed to be of opm-
100, that, the retncey of thiz evil nasto be
looked tor mainly from the influence of the
Church itself. A conunittee was appoint-
ed to prepare an address it this subject to
Scssions ang  congregations within  the
bonnds of the Presbytery.—0On proposing a
motion for the appointment of a commitiee,
1o digesta scheme Gor more cflicient Mis

sionary exertion, Mr Gale animadveried
on the feebleness which had chamcterized
the past efforts of hoth Nynods aud Prosby-
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teries in this matter—attiibated thar want
of vigour and eflicicncy to a too exclusive
reliance ou foreign aid, and the want ot a
proper organization for cullecting and com-
bimng the resources of the country under
the direction of the Charch couits—urged
the dutics of the Presbytery especially, as
the guardian of the spiritual interests of its
people, to use every Ineans ta its power to
remove or alleviate the 1ehizious destitution
sn extensively prevalent. i plan seem-
ed to consist in the formation ol Missiona-
ty Saocieties in cach congregation, and in
the appointment of Agents to visit the va-
rios destitute settlewents and farnbes
within the bounds of the Presbytery, with
the view of furtning these into conventent
Missionary cireuity, cach having a society
withmn itself, whose funds should be ex-
clusively devoted tothe support of ther
ova Muzsionary—with the understanding,
if this were iusatlicient fur lus full mante-
nmes,that the Presbylery wonld use s ex-
ertions to make up the deficiency from its
own general funds, or any other avatlable
souree,  The lateness of the hour prevent-
ed the full discussion of tlusscheme 3 but,
m the meantime, it was recommended to
the several members to catry the above sug-
gestions inta effect, asfar as possible, and
to repost their procecdings to the nestor.
dmary wmeeting.

Among a variety of routine business the
Presbylery exammed Mr. Angns MeCole—
a young man who has views to the Minis-
try.  Me is pursving his classical studies
under Mr. Joha Rae, teacher of the Gore
Disteict Schoul. He acquitted hunsel€ina
wanner highly creditable to Lamself amd es
instractor. ~=The Rev. Jdubin Tawse, the

Preshytery's Missinbary, Was instructed o
lahaur 1 the Nuagasa Listiiet dumng the en-
suing three months. The next ordmary
weetmy will be held at Tlamilton onthe
second Wednesday of Apnil

Tuzr Comrissiox or SYNop ~ Thia
body met at Toroato on the Ith
Jaunaary : present, the Rev. Witlhiam Rie-
toul, Maderater, the Rev. Alevander Gaie,
aud the Rev, Withiamy T Leach, Ministers s
and the Hoa. Archibald McLean, and ¥d-
wara Thomson Esq. ruhog EllersThis
is a bare quorum.

‘The busmess specially devolved on this
execntive comuattee by the Synol was
first to recerve reports fromn PreshHytenes,
respecting such  young men within thaa
bouads,us may have views towards the Uo-
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Iy Minstry, andn the cvent of their being
desirous to procecd to an Univemsity in
Scotland, toawd and direct them in the at-
tainment of their object, and to furnish
them with recommendations to the cuin-
mittee of the Generai Assembly on Coluni-
al Churches—or to the Umiversites, or in
any other way, that mught svetn meet to
them.  Un tussubject no reports were re-
ceived.

Secondly—Onthe endowment of a The-
ological College. The wstiucuons of the
Synod to the Commusston are contained
in the following resolutions : :

3. That an several congregations wathw our
bounds, Young men Lisve eapressed a desire of
devoting themselves to the work o the ministry,
& have ~ought mtormation from ther Mamisiers,
what sicps they ouzht to tahe tar thus purpose ;
and masmuch oS the means of obtanig such o
eizssieal and pluloopliical education as is requir-
ed by this Chureh previous ta entranee upon the
study of Theatogy, wall soon, 1is behieved, be
emyoyaed i tns Proviace , the Syaed dedne it
to be tughly expedien: to unploy every means
in their power 10 oltain the cstehhslinent of' a
Theological Cotlege, nut which young men may
cnjoy the means of prepacniug shemsclves tor the
work of the Manstry a0 this Chuech. .

4. That copics of all the papers on th's subjest
recened from the difterent Preshy tenies Le tins-
mitted 1o the Cammittee of the General Mwcm-
bly on Cotonial Churches, and the Comtission
be mstrocted to correspund especially  with the
General Asseimbiy’s Commitiee on this subject,
and to afford them the amplest wtormation re-
specting the renussite mn'.lilicnm:ns ofihie decla.
rutory cnactinent to he ohtaned feon the Gener-
al Assembly, together with all other assistznee
it can yicld towards carrving the measure mto
complete eifect,

5. That the several Preshyterics of this Syned
he enjoincd forthwith to take all mcasures in
their povwer to procure subsesiptions tor ibe en-
dowment of ‘Theoloz al Professorstups, under
the direction of this Synad ; and that the Com-
mission be instrucied to collect and diges: the
views of Preshyteries on tlns suljeet 3 to corres.
pomd wiath the Parent Church, i~ order to olitan
the advice, concurrence and il of the General
Assembly, and that Presbyicrics he enjoined to
report, from timie 1o time, thew views unl pro-
gress 1o the Comnmattee. .

The Commisstoners deemed it advisable
to suspend theproceedings which they were
abont 1o institute in pursuance of the Sy-
no’s Resojution—in consequence of a Bill
that had been submitted to the Legistature
for amending the Charter ot King’s Col-
lego-—a copy of which was submutted. A
cofamittee was appornited to watch its pro-
gress through the Legistature,and to use all
dihgence to secure a due regard to the m-
terests of the Church therem.

Thirdly—They were instructed to cor-
respond with the above committce of the

B - .
General Assembly, as to the admission of
probationers and ministers of the Synod of
Ulster, who have duly sigued the formulas.

o P 3
—The Clerk of the Conunission was in-
structed to press this matter, with the view
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of obtaining without delay, the sanstion
of the parent Chaurch to this measure
Lastly, the Comtission was instructed to
take inlo consideration the laws respecting
the sulewmn.zation of marriage in this Pro-
vince, and to use their enleavours to pro-
cure certain amendments therem,—This
measure  was deferred —The Report of
the Comuittee of the House of Assembly
regarding the appropriation of the Clergy
Reserves was next examined and gave rise
to the following resolution :—¢“I'lat the
Commission believing it to be atonce the
highest duty and interest of the state to
make a formal recognitivn of 1L who is
Head over all things, for his budy the
Church, and to promote and mantain his
cavse i the world—view with satisfuction,
the mceasure of unanimity which provails
in the Commons {louse of Assembly re-
specling the appropriation of the Clerzy
Reserves for the support of Chnstian Min-
isters; butat the same time they regard
with the most serious alarm, as onposed 10
sound principle, and injurious to the true
moral and spiritual interests of the com-
mumty, the proposal to appropriate lands
and moaey to the support of any Church, or
Lody of Chrishians, who do not hold and a-
vow the fundatnental doctrines of the Chris-
uan Religion, as these are set forth in the
creeds and confessions of the Reformed
Churches.”” A petition was ordered to be
prepared and signed by the Moderator, in
terms of this resolution,and to be presented
to the Legislature.

Tur PrEspyriry or ToroNTo nict
in the Township of Vaughan on Tyesday
the 7th Febroaty.  There were nine Min-
istersand five clders present.

Thiswas the first of a series of Presbyternial
visitauons i the several congregatious un-
der the inzpection of the  Presbytery, as a-
greed upon at a fovimer meeting,

After hearing an excellent and appropri-
ate sermon from Mr. George, from 1 Cor.
1, 23,first clause ¢ Wepreach Chirist cru-
cified,” the Presbytery proceeded with the
visttation.  The usual questions were put
to the blinister, the Elders, and the heads
ot Famthes—and at the conclusion of the
visitation, which was on the whole satisfac-
tory, the Preshytery made a few recom-
mendations, with respect to, an additicn of
Elders to the Scssion—the more frequent
dispensation «f the Lord’s Supper—the
promotion of Sabbath Schools—the forma-
tion of prayer meetings—the division of the
congregation tnto Districts, §e.

Me. Gardiner, the Presbytery’s Missiona-

¥, Was, at the request of the Preshytery of
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Hamilton, released from his Missionary en-
gagements, in oxder to his heing ordained
by that Presbytery to the pastoral charge
of the congregation at Fergus,in the Town.
ship of Nichol, to which he wzs lately cal-
led,—~Mr. Gardiner catrics with him the af-
fectionate wishes of the members of the
Presbytery of Toronto for Lis prosperity
and success in his new sphere of labour as
a settled Pastor, although they cannot but
regret that lus connection with them, asa
zealous and faithfl Missionary witaun thetr
bounds, should have been of such short con-
tinuance.

Twocalls were laid on the Presbytery’s
table from the congregations of Whitchurch
and Ki~g, which were formeily uaited un-
der the vpastoral care of the Rev. Henry
Gordon, but are now vacant in consequence
of his removal to Gananoque. The call
from the congregation at New-Market in
the Township of Whitchurch was for
Mr. Leach, who accepted ofit, on condition
of his ccnnection with his present charge
in the City of Toronfo not being dissolved
until the beginning of October next.—Mr.
Leach was instructed to cite the members
of the congregation of Toronte o attend the
next meeting of the Presbytery, and ex-
press their views in this matter.

The call from the congregation in the
Township of King was for Mr. Tawse,at
present the Missionary of the Presbytery of
Hamilton. The Presbytery took the ne-
cessary steps for furthering Mr., Tawse’s
settlement at King, and agreed to request
the Presbytery of Hamilton to release him
from hisMissionary engagements with thex,
a3 sooD 28 possible.

The congregation of King isnow enabled
to support a minister for itseli, in conse-
quence of enjoying, for the present,the in-
terest of the donation of L£500 sterling,
placed at the disposal of the Presbytery by
Sir , Baronet.

Messts. McKillican and Ferguson made
avery interesting report of their Missiona-
ry tour through the country around Lake
Simeoe, performed during the month of
January by appointinent of the Presbytery,
which was approved of, and their diligence
commended.—They were requested to pre-
pare an abstract of1t for publication.

The Presbytery, after transacting some
other business, adjourned to meet in the
City of Toronto on the first day of March.

The settiement of two out of the three
Missionaries, who came to this partof the
country last fall, at so early a period after
their arrival, serves to show the anxious de-.
sire of the people to obtain Ministers of our
Church, and ovghtto bean encouragement
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to pious and devoted preachers of the
Church of Scotlar.d,to come out to our help
in greater numbers.

A. B.

Axxvsn Rerursse—Forms in which
annual rcturns, should be made by
Sessions to Presbyteries, and by Pres-
byteries to the Synod, were ap-
proved at the meetings of Synod n 1835
and 1836—and were printed in the min-
utes for these years.  Few returns were
made to the Synod in September last,
chicfly itis presumed, from the want of
printed forms. This business, however,
ought no Jonger to be neglected. In
consequence of various wmeasures that
have lately engaged the attention of the
Legislature, it 1s likely, that an annual
census will be taken of the different reli-
gious derominations, by public authonity.
But while we are disposed highly to ap-
prove of the Legislature for enquiring into
this subject, in any raanner that may be
deemed most advisable, it 1s manifestly
proper that the Church tself, Ly its own
act and authority, should ascertamn its
state, aad we presume to take this occa-
sion of calling the attention of Presby-
teries and Sessions t3 the subject—that
complete returns may be filled up, pre-
vious to the next meeting of Synod. At
present we are not possessed of any very
certain information of our sirengthasa
religious body ; we do not know the ratjo
of our increase, nor the extent of our re-
sources, and our wants,—Ministers we
are aware, have been called upon indivi-
dually by the Licutenant Governor, to
transmit answers to certain queries, con-
tained in & printed form of Ecclesiastical
Return,for the information of s Majes-~
ty’s Government ; but we have rcason to
know that numbers have neglected to re-
ply to the Sccretary’s circular, and no
correct representation of the state of the
Presbyterian  body has ever yet been
made to Ius Majesty’s Government. Were
Sessions and Presbyteries carciul in this
matter, 1t will be m the power of next
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Synod, to certify the numbers of congre-
gations and members enjoying pastoral
ministrations ; and in a few instances,
the report may embrace congregations as
yet unprovided with Ministers : but there
wiil shil be multitudes, scattered through-
out the Province,as yet unvisited and un-
kuown, and therefore, not included in
the Synodica! return,—The Ecclesiasti-
cal census, made by pullic authority will
embrace these—and we may at length
know, with some degree of certainty, the
numbers of those who profess adherence
to our communicn, and for whose spiritu-
al interests we cught specially to be con-
cerned,

PrespyreriaN  Books.—Complaint
has often been made, in various parts
of the Province, of the scarcity of
the devotional and religious publi.
cations, which arc in common use, and of
standard value,among our body. Even in
the principal Towns, a purchaser cannot
always find our metrical version of the
psalms and paraphrascs, the shorter Cate-
chism, and confession of Faith:——and
many religious publications, well known
in the parent Church, and admirably a-
dapted to promote faith and piety, have
not yet found their way at all to this
country. It is surely worth the attention
of the Church Courts to endeavour to
provide a remedy. It is impossible to
preserve our ancient and approved prac-
tice of general singing in the congrega-
tion, unless the prople are furnished with
psalm books, of a convenient and porta-
ble size. Ifa good supply of small pock-
et Bibles, were tobe had, with the psalms
and paraphrases, bound up with them, it
might contribute to improve our congre-
gational singing, and also preserve the
good old practice, so conducive to
scriptural knowledge, of turning up texts,
and references made by the minister.
‘We deem it of high importance, for these
objects, that religious Book depositories
be established in convenient places,through-

out the Province, under the sanction and
patronage of the Church.  Might it not
be well for the Synod to appoint some
Bookseller in Montreal or Toronto, as
Bookseller to the Church, who shall en-
gage to supply the depositories with such
books as may be deemed nceessary—and
to recommend Sessions and congregations
to purchase from these depositories 'L he
advantages of such a general scheme are
obviovs. A respectable Bookseller might
be induced, by the promise of gencral pa-
tronage, to embark with a sufficient ca-
pital in this branch of trade ; he could af-
ford to establish depositories throughout
the Province, athis own risk, and furnish
books to the public at a cheaper rate; the
current periodical Literature of the parent
Church,might thus also be disseminated a-
mong us, & we wovld thereby be brought
intomore affectionate alliance with it, Un-
less some such plan as this be adopted,we
greatly fear, our books will be charged at
much higher prices, and the supply in the
principal Towns will continue to be, as
hitherto, precarious and inadequate, while,
inthe remote districts—the cause of com-
plaint will remain ummnitigated,

A Syxop LiBrary.——The time, it
is to be hoped, is not far distant,
when there will be & Theological
College in connection with the Synod of
Canada. A Libracy will be an essenial
appendage to such an Institution. As it
canonly be procured gradually, no time
can be more suitable than the present for
beginning its <ollection.

For this purpose, minjsters should use
their influence with the wealthier mem-
bers of their congregations, and with their
friends at home. On application of the
Synod, it is believed, the General Assem-
bly, and the different Colonial Societies,
would extend their prompt, and effective
assistance. Were this matter fairly breught
before the parent Church,many ministers
might be induced to make donations of
Books, now no longer useful to them,
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and might, after they had censed from
their labours, devise their whole libraries
to this institution, The Presbytery of
Quebee might in the meantime, with con-
sent of other Presbyterics, act as custo-
diers.  An apartment might be found,
in some one uf the Churches of Quebec or
Montren!, wherein to deposite the Books,
as they might arrive from the Mother
Country ; and thus might a foundation
be laid for a Library to the College.—
The writer of this suggestion was parti~
cularly gratified last summer in visiting the
Library of the Western Theological Semi-
nary, located at Pittsburgh, in the State
of Pennsylvania, to find that no small
proportion of the Books, were collected by
the Rev. Mr. Campbclly an American
minister, during a visit to Scotland, and
England, for that pmpose.  With secret
pleasurc he read the autographs of many
names well known and beloved in his
native land,and the scheme above hinted at
of providing a Library for the Theologi-
cal College of Upper Canada, although
yet only in nubibus, occurred at once to
himself, and his fellow-travellers.—We
hope to have soon the pleasure of report~
ing that this suggestion is approved of,
and will be carried forthwith into exccu-
tion.

A Hixr To CoxtriBuToRS.— We
have received papers, on various sub-
jects, to which we are anxious to give
insertion in some of our future numbers,
but really the M. S, S. are so illegible,
that we cannot find in our heart to tax the
time and eyesight of our Compositors in
decyphering them. I our friends judge

RCCLRSIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE,

theic papers  worthy of being sent to us,
they ought to judge them worthy of the
labour of being legilly transcribed. To
wiite tllegibly may be well enough among
fashionables, who do not care much perhaps
about giving or gelting an exact sense,
but scally itisintolerable among printess.
As the old maxun, obsta principus, has
thus early been forced upon us, we cannot
resist subjoining Mr. Nicbuhr's, the Ro-
man historian,rebuke of this misdemeaanor:
“abad hand-wriung” he sard “ought never
to be forgiven, st is 2 shameful wdolence;
indeed, sending a badly wnitten letter to a
fellow-creatute is as impudent an act as 1
know of. Can there be any thing more
unpleasant, than to open a Jeiter winch at
once shows that it wiil require long decy-
phering 1 Besides, the effect of the letter
is gone, if we must spellit. Strange, we
carefully avoid troubling other people
even with trifles, or to appear before
them ina dress which shows neghgence
or carclessuess, and yet nothing 1s thought
of giving the disagrecable trouble of read-
ing a badly written letter.  Although
many people may not have made & bril-
liant career by their fine handwriting, yet
I know that not a few have spoiled theirs
by a badone. The most important peti-
tions are frequently read with no favoura-
ble disposition, or entirely thrown aside,
mercly because they are written so badly.”

Our kind contributors will take the
hint in good part; aed out of regard for
oncor two of them whose handwrnting
we know to be incorrigible, we beg to say
that we will try to make the best of 1t
on account of the maturity of their wis-
dom,

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Amicus Veritatis will perceive that he has been anticipated in most of his ohserva-
tions in one of the asticles in the present number. Another view, however, of the
important tapics he has selected, might lcad into 2 new and usefu) subject under the
titte—Hindrances to the spiritual well-being of a Church. We shall be glad to hear

from him onthis, or any other subject.
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Tup Eprron R’ Thoughis ot Educalion aro}n%ly mtype, but as wo lad net
space for the article entire, wo thought it better to déferit until noxt number,

We solicit from Clesks of Presbyterics regulat reports of therr proceedings; and from
Missionaries, labouring uader any of the Presbyteries, such intelligence as may be gra-
tifying to those who take an intercst in the progress of our Zion, and as may stic up
those who enjoy the ordinances of religion, to sympathize with, and assist, thosa who are
destitute ot them.

We have made those, on Wwhom we rely as contnbulurs, acquainted with our resources
aud expectations, We trust our call upon them will not be disrervatded, and that suit-
able replies will not be delayed.

T O su’:a*scnr:snns:

Tux Pusrisuenr offers his apology for using paper of a quality inferior to what he
wished. Nothing ‘better within his reach could be obtained. A supply of paper ofa
suitable quality has been ordered from Scotland, nnd it13 hoped, that after the July num.
ber, THE EXAMINER will equal any periedical in Canada. as to mechanical execu-
tion. .

Lo

Tae PunrLisHer hasto apologize for the lateappearance of the first sumber, which
"has been occasioned, pritcipally, by the difficalty of obtainiug suitable matersals. He
hopes to be more punctual on alt future vecasions. !

Agents are respectiully requested to forward their subscription hsts vmhout delay.

- Monoy remittincés have been received from
Smithville, Niagara- District. . Grimgby, Niagamestrict.
Vaughan, Home District, R - Mersea, Western Distkict.
We shal conhnue to make out acknowledgement of these favonts onthe cover,

g N.B. Adveruscmcnts of 2 gmeral nature wxll be mserted on the cover at the
following rates:

Ifunderten column lines two Shzlhngs and sxxpence currency for the first, and three
half-pence per line for every subsequent insertion, -

Overten cGlutn lines, three pence currency per hne for te BirsT, a‘}:‘a‘-f price for
every subscquent insertion.

. Page lines double tbenbove prices, ‘Advertisements shtched in with thewrapner!
xeasonab‘le rates. 7

In referenco tothe foregomg, we parucularly request the palronage of Booksellers. §

un



