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NEWS OF TIIE WEEK.

BBy an oxtra issuo of the Official Guzelle of
Friday last it was announced thet the Dom-
inion Parilioment had been dissolved. ‘I'he
writs will bo datoed the 2nd inst., and will be
ssued forthwith. 'They are returnable on
the 2lstday of February. excepling these
for Chicoutimi and Gaspo, and forthe
Provinces of British Columbia and Manitoba
whicli are returnable on the 12th day of
Alarch next

Capt. D’Arcy Boulton, of the Town of
Barrio, has been electod to the Ontario Le-
gislature for South Simeoe.

Me. Bvans, proprietor of the London Ifour
is dead,

Advice from Capo Coast Castlo,dated Dec.
15th, reports that tha Ashantees were driv-
cn across the river Prah recentering, their
own territory in great disorder, They loft o
large number of dead and woundod on tho
bugk of the river. Gen. Wolseley wssin
pursuit with five hundred ssilors.

‘The troop-s'.aps Himalaya and Tumar had
artived, anel overydhing was rowdy for an
advancement upon Coomassie,

The gold coust waz very unhealthy.

The Portugesa (jovernmont hac issuod an
order directiny that nll vessels arriving at
ports Lelonging to Po 1agal from the west
«oast of Africs Ahadl be oluead in quarantine
This measure wi!' prevent the lunding of
invalids belonging (o the Ashuntec expedi-
tion,

A special to the Duily Telegraph says 30
Astantees were drownod in the river Prah
in their flight before Sir Garnot Wolesley.

ltis said tho Centennial Exposition at
Philadelphia in 1876. to commomerate thoe
declaration of Independence, will cost $10-
100,000.

A specinl to the Telegraph from Berlin
says thereis n panic on the bhourse in that
city.

Tha loss by the burning of Lloyd's weekly
newspaper on Monday vight is estimated at
$100,00).

Intelligence of anothor marino disaster,
altended Ly lamentablo loss of life, has
reached this city.

Ths steamsbip Elbe, from ILondon for

Hamburg, was lost at sea. ‘Thirty-two lives
wero lost.

Tho Polynesian on her last trip brought
out 159 bags ot mail matter, the largast over
forwarded to Canada.

The cattle plaguo has broken out in Ma-

deira. Among the cattle intended for tho
Britlish troops in Ashantee.

Thellighland regimont sent from England
has arrived at Capo Const Castlo to take
part in the Ashanteo war.

“Filty young men of Danbury,'’ says the
News man, “ havo pledged themselves not
to smoke any more Ilavana cigars until
Spain  makes due reparation. ‘Lhoy are
bound to stand by the government even at
the sacrifice of thoir own state.”

Priuce Arthur, of England, volunteered
to go with the Rifle Brigade to Ashkantes,
and was very anxious to accompany his
comrades in arms. Dat the usual considera-
tion which prevents a prince of tho blood
from exposing himsolf unnecessarily pre-
vailied, and to his graxt :disappointment he
remains at home. Theoflicors of the brigade
when it was first announced thatthey would
have to go out, wero not at all pleased, for
this crack regimeat is not used to fighting
with savages. Bue after a littlo while, when
they had warmed up they becume quito
enthusiastic, an:l thero is now, writes a cor-
respondent, quite an  African furore among
hem.

v Roliablo reports have just resched Sinta
Fo that the trouble in Lincoln county in that
Territory, between Amaricans and Mexicans
is duaily growing more serious. Since the
10th ult six or seven more porsous have
boon killed. 1t seems that tho friends of
the Americans proviously killed went to tho
Lincoln Piazn last Saturday, where a dance
wasin progress, and trouble wrose betlween
the American and Moxicans, which culmiuns

ted fatally,as abovo stated. Some reports say
that eight men anl one womn were shot ;
other reports give the number as six men
aud one woman., Intense excitement pre-
vails, and it is feared thit more bloodshed
will follow.

Advice from Havana to Dec. 20th says :—
Tho home Government relioeved Gen. Bar
riel of the command of the Eastorn Depart
ment because in & proclamation issued last
week ho attacked the existing Admibistra.
tion of Spain. He has been ordered to ap-
poar at Madvid to answer charges proferred
against him 1 relation to this matter.

Captain-General Joveliar insists that the
Government sbhould accept his resignation
uuless ho is granted in full tho oxtraordinary
powers enjoyed by his prodecessors. ‘I'he
Gevernment has conceded increased powers,
but they are restricted by certain condi.
tions.

Tha Fou de¢ Cuba says tho only reasen
Jovellar has not taken effective measures
for tho tranquilization of the island was be.
causo he could not legally do so.

The ¥Vozand the Dimio decluaro that tho
Couservativas favor the grant of extraordi.
nary potwers; for the ouly way to suve Caba
to Sypaun is to declaro martial law throughont
‘he island, lovy forcod contributions, and
call out the militin to suppressthe rebeltion.
I'ho execution of the roform laws must be
postponed to a moro fittlng opportunity.

The Voz alluding to the change in tha
American Legation at Madrid, says tho ori-
ginot appointment of ienoral Sickles was
an act of ciscourtesy, if not hostility, towand
Spain, and showed a singular sant of con-
sidoration for her suceptibilitivs. Cu-hung
is the antithosis of Sickles, and the change
made cannot bo regarded otherwise than aa
a graceful tender of good will on the part of
the Government of the United States.

Senor Solor, tha Coloninl Minister. has
made a speech at Matanza, in which e
sought to alley tho fears inregard o the
immediato abolition of slavery. [hs ve
marks gave much satislaction to the ownors
of slavo property.

No tidings have been received of Me.
Rilph Keeier, the missing correspondent,
The United States Altornoy for the Dis
trict of New York, s1ys he intended to libel
the 1irginius, and it was to that end that
the testimony driven from tho Juniats pris-
oners was kept scoret. Ilo adds. I have
no doubt that tho vossels would have beon
forfeited. I hiave ovidenco enough ty show
fulso registration, notwithstunding M. DPat
terson's claim to ownorship. No further
proceedings will be taken in the caso of the
Virginius. It is not likely that the vessel
will ever be raised, amd itis doomed necos-
say that the vessel should bo produced bio-

fore sho could be libelled,

A new iron  steamsbip compavy is about
to bo organized. It proposes constructing
forty five first class iron steamships of four
thousand stons oacl, and will form a daily

lino hotwecn the Unitod States amd Liver-
pool.

At Genaral von Munteuffel's suggestion,
the German government has decided to ez

tablished at Mayeuce a largo manufactory of
preserved meat and vegetables for the use
ot tho army.

The colors of tho native army in [ndiy ave
to bo assimilated to thoso of the Biitish

army, and_the devices, otc., of all colors of
native regiments ara to Lic ragistored at the
Colloge of Arms,
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PRESIDENT MACMAHON,

HIS CIVIL AND MILITARY CAREER

——

The Paris correspondent ot a New Vork
Journal gives the following sketch of Mare,

shal MacMahon, President of the French'i—

*‘He was born in. 1808; ofa fam;ky that
had emigrated from Ireland ic 1685, after
saciificing all their property to the cause of
the Stuarts. Settled in Burgundy the Mag-
Mahons vebuilt their fortunes, intermarriad
with the French nobility and became, in
course of tiufe, rfch and infliential land-
owners. Maurice de MacMahan's, great-
grandfather was created Count by Louis
XV., and his father, who was the intimate
friend of the Count d’Artois, afterwards
Chnarles X., was raised to the French House
of Peers, in 1817 by the title of Marquis.
This Marquis of MaoMahon was in all points
a nobleman of the old schoel. .He ablkored
Liberals, Protestants and Jews with an equal
and pious hate; hé talked of the Revolution
and 1t ‘rights of man’ only with contempt,
and the sum and substance of his political
opinions where to be always Royalist and
Catholie, nrid nothing more.. In these views
he educnted his son, and he also taught him
to be 2 keen sportsman, for, like his royal
frend Charles, who splic his time in unequal
parts between mass and the hunting field,
the Marquis of MacMahon loved nothing so
well as to chasa wild boars and deers, re-
freshing himself after his efforts with power-
ful stoops of that Burgundy vintage which
chesrs, st engthens and paints the nose red.
It is not often that a French boy is brought
up amid field sports, for the revolution, by
reselling all the lands of the nobility,
destroyed the great perserves and deer
forests. But the MacMahon estate had,
fortunately,escaped thecommon lot. Young
MacMahon learned to ride before most other
French boys cun read, and to shoot long be-
fore he could spell properly. Yet was his
education not neglected, for he-had a Jesuit

tutor, and it luckily hippéned that this|

priest hud few of the cunning instincts for
which the Order of Jesus is notorious, but
was a thorough Christian and gentlemsn.
He did not teach his pupil much mathema-
tics or science, for he knew little; but he
grounded him fairly in Latin, gave him a
smattering of history and Enghsh. and sent
him to the military school of St. Cyr at the
age of seventeen, neither more nor less
learned than most of the young noblemen of
his time. This wasin the yeari8:26; Charles
X. had just ascended the throne, and: the
Bourbon dynasty seemed g0 firmiy establish-
ed-that all who knew of the warm friendship
existing between the Marquis of MacMahon
and the King prophesied for the young
Count Maurice the most brilliant destinies.
It was felt that, whether the boy worked or
not, his career lay smooth and prosperous
before him ; he would be given a commission
in the Royal Guard, obtain a court sinecure,
be sent us diplomatic attache on some special
mission, and in due time succeed his father
in the House of Peors and probubly be pro-
moted to a dukedom. However, the Count
did work, and, to the great surprise of his
companions, he passed the final examination
of St. Cyr, the seventeenth vut of 150, and,
being tbus classed among the first twenty,
was qualified for a staff appointment.

He was then a straight, tall boy of nine-
teen, with wide blue eyes, light-flaxen hair
and & demeanour somewhat solemn and
thoughtful. Liitle given to dissipation, he

referred riding and the manly sports of his
Eoyhood to the gambling, hard drinking aud

‘ant and Lieutenant MacMahon

[frivolous gallantries in which most of his
“brother officers indulged ; but, on the ot}
hand, he was a noted and- skillfub ductist"FI84:

This was one of the necessities.of Uts 1851
tion. An officer who went much to court
and had personal reasons {or being attachod
to the King could not in shose days stand by
indifferent whilst the -Réyal Family werg
assailed by liberal journafists and by Bona:

-Cafe Valois.in the street of that name,which
was then Lhe headguarters of Royalist offi -
cers, and there Cuels were arranged almos:

every mnizht as coolly ss pigeon matches
would be'in these our times. I wus the
custom for the liberal papers to be placed
ina heap on the central table. At five
o'clock officers dropped in, and at six, when

the room was full, the papers would bo read

aloud, and if one of them contained any-

thing offensive to the King the-oflicers drew }
Jots among them as to who should go and
challenge the editor., lmportant journaly
were generally provided with a respansible
fighting editor, whose sole mission was {o
accept: challenges, Ile was "gemerally an
old half pay officer or sergeant, and now
and then it happened that he could net
even read, MaeMabon :fought seven of
‘these gentlemen in the course of five years,
and it ison record that he was never onco
wounded, nor did he ever kill bis man

He was singulary expert in the artof pink

ing his adversary in the fleshy puit of tlic.
right arm, just above the elbow, inflicting a
wound that was not dangerous, but whicl;
obliged his adversary to drop his foil like =
Lot caal, and to keep his armin'a sling fo:
six weeks. This thrust got to be known as
“la bolle MacMahon,” and it earned the
young officer many enconiums, for which he
little eired, being in his heamit averse t«
duelding. 1t 1829, being then twenty-onc.
he was promoted (o a lieutenancy, and i
1830 he was sent at his own rejuest to tak: |
part in the expedition against the Dey o:!
Algiers. This éxpedition was ahort and brilii

much diz-
tinguished himself in it by his coolness
under tire and by his steady gzeal. But just
alter Algiers had fallen the news arrived
that the revolution-of July had taken pluce,
and that charles X. had been dethroned and
driven into exile, This. 'was & heavy blow
t>the MacMahons' and if the young Gount

Mnurica had been but a mere .carpet

soldier his prospects of ‘Hdvancement w . uld
then have ended. As it was. The Marquis
of MacMuhon forfeited lis peerage by rew
fusing to swear the oath of allegiance to the
new King, Louis Phillippe. He adviged his-
son, however, toremain in the. army, and
Maurice did so. Hedisliked the new regime
apd cherished an ardent hopa that it woukd
collapse, being well resolved in such an

-event to lend his sword in restoring him
whom he conceived to bé tue only rigbtfu]l

sovereign of France. But meanwhils he)

e pePn as t?
partist officars 'of Napoleon's_. old &rm};{‘th “Forty:hrst foot andyo
MacMahon mada a point of attending the!

lng, he exchanged his place on the staff for
the rank of mujor in a line regiment, and in
A842 “exchanged again into the Foreign
= Togfon, with a licatenant colonel’s epaulet.
Ihedwn very much by the chances of camp
life into the saciety of the Orleaus princes,
MacMaliongrew to like them, and in 1845
he so far re¥ixed his hosy

ity puis Phil-
Y return to g}:ﬁs%olom} of

a
?r fRe oathh of
fealty which was then required of al} officers
i+ cangmand of regiments. Matters had
much Man{ é}?e MaeMahon had last
hesh : qisrtered Pork-French soil, In 1845
-FrontsPhitHppe Jooked-as seeuwvely seated on
hig throne as Charles X did in 1825, and
ihe . gallant: Merquis. (for ‘his. father had
recently died) was given to understand that
if he would only show himself at court he

m:ght- hope in the cowrse of a few years to
tike his scat in the House of Life Peers
L.which bhad succeeded_ the.old hereditary
Chamber. But MacMahon's loyalty did not
go the length of seeking political henours.
"lle accepted military--promotion because
rewards of ‘this sort required no formal suy-
render of his private opinions, the oath he
"had sworn-pledging him simply not (o bear
arms against. the King, : [le was still a
legitimists.. however, and ! when Louis . Phil-
lippe fell, in. 1848, he was sincerely pleased,.
though: he sympsthized: with .tha.Orleans
princes, agd wrote tothe Duke of Aumale a
frank and. manly letier of condolence.. The
new Republic at once promnted MaocMahon
to Major-General’s rauk. te was too. efficient
and bounorable an officer .to, be passed-over,
and the Repubiican Governwent. had hyped
"4 win him over ta their side; but in this way
they ‘wefe’ tnistaen. MacMahon promised
{o obey the established Government of his
"country, whatever it should be'; but his
disltke for “Republicadisai” wis' too deep-
rooted to be plucked out by honors, how-

-

: ever flattering, and until the coup d'etat of

1851 he'lived in the daily hope that Henri V.,
would enter France, bd acclaiimed by the
Wational Assembdly:andresume the veins of
power which had fallen: from his' grand.
Jfather’s hands in 1830. The restoration of
the Second Empire -seemdd to him to cut
down all suoch hopes forever, and acecording-
ly the Marquis of MacMahon gave in his
-sincere Allegiance to Napbleon T11,, and was
rgcompensed with the grade of''lieuténant
general.  Comparatively lyoung st this date,
beifig* only 42, ‘rich, well born” dnd much
-liked” by hiis” brother déffiders, the Marqais Hf
MacMalion was just such’ & ‘soldier as the
‘Emperor liked to have about him. Ifa
‘well knew that  MaoMahot' served the
- Empire rdther from netesdity tifan from
lpve; rathierbecauss he deeined itihe only
‘form of government: possible than: bec:use
-the name o Napoleon had any great nttrac-
tions for himj but the Emiperor did not
_dislikke legitimists. A spteondid marriage
with General MacMahon made in 1853 with
the daughter -of the loyalist Duke de Cus

volunteered for active service wherever it! tries further won him the good opinions of

was to be found, his object being to keep!
aloof from thecourt. In 1832he accom-!
panied the French army to the siego of
Antwerp as aide-detcamp to Generat Achard;’
and obtained his captaincy. In the follow-
ing year he set off for Algiors again, 4.l
battled unceasingly against the Arabs til}
1837, when he wps wounded at the sicge.of
Coanstantine and decorated with the Legion
of Ilonour. By that time his reputation for
quiet, unobtrusive bravery was well es-
tablished that an offer was made himofa
post at court with the rank of King's aide de.
camp; but declined it, and, after three
years' more tough and wearisome carspaign- !

!

tlie Emperor, and the imp-ess Eugenie
laid herself out ta be especially gracious
to the young Marchioness whenever the
" oceasion offered itself., As. for MacMahon
hitnself, the Empress lked him from the
_first, and oné day said aldud at court.. ¢ [{e
_has the eyes of an honest man, ahd will
never betray n trust.” . N
But tlie war With Russia was hurrying on
_apace, and before his honeymoon yeur was
over General MacMahon was sent 1o the
Crimea. In command of a- division at the
battles of Alma and Inkermanun he Leh wed
with his usual cool intrepidity, nud when
Marshsl Canrobert was recalled from before



© Jaxvary 6, I574. |

THE VOLUNTEER RLVIEW

3

Sebastopol, owing to a. few rash blunders he
had commutted, MaeMahon was appointed
next in commagd to General Bosquet, who
superseded Canrebert ; and to him fell the
onerous duty of leading the assault against.
thie formidable Malakoff. fort, which was the
principal key; to the Russipu position; For
such work MaaMahon was. admirably fitted.
Not imaginative .enough for. strajegist, he,
was perfectly at home whenever it became a
queslion of; garrying some fixed position by
sheer dint.of bravery and patience  When
Sebastopol fcll,- and peace ,was. deolared,
Greneral MagMalon.was appointed a Grand
Crass of the Legion of Hapaur, ong received
the Grangd:Cross of the Bath. from Qneen
ictaria, .In 1856 be wap furtber raised.to
the Imperial. Sanate,: a,alisWnclion: which
carrigd. with it 8., salagy of 1 #06000:. 3 year.
~Lwo yearsefter thisMagMahan distinguished
himgelf Ly an aey.of palitionl. lipuesty which
well nigh wrecked sll his future prospeots,
" and which theEmperor naver wholly forgave,
After the aitempt of :Urzigien Napoleon's
life in 1833 a.Dirpoonian:ill was.introduced
.in the Semate.providing far the. arbitrary
arrest.and trpnggariation without judgmant
af suspectad, pegsane, MacMahon eongeived
thig bill. {a. be finquitions, iand. he voted
instit, {howghy he was .ghe only Senalor
~wha bid i the patriotiguepiunga:to do . se.
Being velgh Al o5 tho limperor, .. scriously
di :ﬁaﬁﬁ?h Wikt bfingi vy pnswered (nobly,
“Jam sorryﬂgaag,-, iDvd ve. Binpeier; and

this reply being regorted at the Tuileries,
- Napoledy lfrdt?ﬁé&‘%,om that day on Mac-
Mahon, and-fo¢!'thg’ next twelvemonths
never spoke 10 him nt courti, ‘1n1859, how-
ever, the Ttalian' war ‘brpke 'out, and the
clever muvethent by whicli!*General Mad-
Mahon gaved -the ‘Erench grmy at Magenta
oliliged thie’ Edipercd to give'him a conspie-
vous ‘reward.  'Thero is 'nddoubt that if
MucMahon had' wot thien’ it 'upon himself
to come without, orders to the rescue of the
Tmpeaind  Guatds, whom ‘Napoleen had
imprudently " jeopardized by pitting thom
vgainst a hostile force three times superior
to them, the Freich grmy would have
sustiainett o Erushing defeat and ‘probably
the Emplre itself would have colapsed.” Mac
Mahon was evcited field Marshal and Duke
of Magentay Bivt'it "was ‘well s+il at the
time that’if was not the Emperor who
bestowed these distinctigns; "they were
conferred on ?the donquering Ceneral
by the uuanithous ¢lamour of ‘the ‘French
Army. oo
It is no secret that -after the Italinn war
Napoleon;-began: to.loek upoa. MacMahon
with mistrus,.. The Marshal was too popular
md too indefiendent to please a sovereign

who expecter dll'fiis $grvants to be absolyte-
I¢ dubmigstva. -Beside§, thie Empgrorhad a

‘v."e{xléﬂe'  wHith wak te consider himseH an
able’ Generat, "lfke Hiis dnkle; and MacMa
hon's dsdendaiicy over the army was a mat-
18 of! ceistdAt “Ifrita(ibn and jealousy to
b [Te ¥ofiised’ evenr to appoint, aeMa.
hon War "M1¥is¥¥, of to 'give him. 8 com:
mind of r8398 1" or ‘Hear- Paris; apd in
884 'he scirt'frim fin virtdal exila tq ’Aligiexs
as Governor-General, There acMahon
remuinedl 4iH the outbreak of thie Prugsian
war, in I8§70, goverping the freublespme:
colony. strictly and yet kindly; and there

ang ¥, Sy !
he fmight have ended hls diys if the Empire
Kd survived, * '?o'wévgi',; {he Empire :&:n—
o in 1870 ori'its rdhd” to ruin,, Mar

nd Mac

hon: was gmong Ha''moat a.ct%{,e" phou%)ﬁ
unfortundé of its latiérday defepders. . Of
hi§ defeat nt Wbex‘}h,'Mpt_I&néﬁly,, QRUMANky
Dopay, Bazsilles, and, lag ;st.Sesfw, itis
needless fo speak. M oMaRon Was. every-

where overmantched, and {ho evidence

elicited at the Baziine trial proves that the
measures he himself to.k for the safety of
his army were always overridden by the
Emperor. No Frenchman lays on M:_\c,\I{l
han’s- shoulders the responsibility of his
defeats. He is ealled L heroique vaincu ;"
for it is known that he went ipto battle as a
victim, and that be did his best against
insuperable odds,  MacMalon's :J-d‘cleaf,_of
the Commune put the crown ta liis prestige
with the army, and he is. now reaping the
fruits of a career which has been stainless
from the first. Ile is justly regarded as a
Jpan who loves Lis country with a devojed
‘effectipn, and has. served her through sun-
shing and sorrow, nobly, heartily, and dis-

intérestedly.

'

‘The Viennn VEdette has an “article on the
‘mitrilleuse, 'which has litely- been intro

duced into the Austrian arfiy, anid of which
it takes on' the whole &' most encouraging
view, though it did uot quite meet its ex-
peétations in*théFranco.Prussian war.. But
this was not owing, the ‘Vedette thinks, to
‘why defects of  construction, but to the fact
that it wis a strange weapon in inexperien-
ced hands. The difficulty of finding the
range with it i3 its most serious defect, the'
Vedctte gays, and to rerhedy this it proposes
‘to attach to each miitrailleuse battery two:
light field*pietes, so' as to ascertain the
runge up 10 two thousind yards by the
bursting of thie projectiles, and if not more
than two out of six mitrailleuses are effect-
ive in their fire, even this, the Vedette
remarks, will be sufhcient to render the
niovements of a column impossible, éven at
two thousand® yards; for mitrailleuse ¢an
fire, with ease, 1000 or’ 200 ) shots in a short

small advantage in the field where sp small
a percentage of the bullets do any execu:
tion. Tho field piece could; moreover,
reply to the enemy's heavy fire, and if
necessary shell them out from houses or
other covers.

Qur own Galting is #0o superior to the
French imitation, that far better service
could be obtained from it under the condi-
tions: which favor the use of the mechine
gun. In comparison ‘with ‘the French gun
it proved marked ‘superiority, according to
the testimony of the British board, in des-
tructive effect, command of range, strength
and simplicity of mechanism, facility of re-
pair, and the demoralizing effect of its con-
tinuity of fire, while it required fewer men
to handle it. Of the Gatlings which the
English are now abouat to puf 1o the test on
{he Gold Coast, Broad Arrow says:

The artillery supplied to Sir Garnet Wolse-
ley must, to many of our readers, ba a sub-
ject of considerable interest. The country
in'which he i goiug to operate consists, for
the miost part, according toail accounts, of
thick jungle, with narrow paths for roads.
Horsé or bullock - draught is' unknown, and
locomotion depends upon 'manual labor,
It would have bcen mafifestty absurd,
thereforé, to send out 9-pouydér or 16-
pounder field-guns, which could not move
up country without soms species of four-
footed traction; and in all similar eases, in
mountainous countries or in thoese inac¢ces-
sible to ordinary artillery carriages, it has
always béen found necessary to'employ very
light guns and equipment, whieh are usually
transported either on the backs of mules or
on specially constructed carriages designed
for man-draught. The artillery which Sir
Garnet Wolsely will take into the field is of
this natare. He will first have one or two
batteriés of T-pounderrifled guns, four guns
per battery. He will also bave a battery of

time, and nearly all of them effective ; no.

little smooth-bore howitzers, a.few Gatlin:
guns, and spme 9 pound Hale rockets, This
will comprise his artillery. His infsntry wili
be armed with breech loading Sniders, au:l
his irregular or auxiliary. forces with muzzlo -
loading Enfield rifles or smogthbore myskets
‘The Gatling guns which agcompany the ex-
peditian; are those known as the 0.45 inch.
dhey. wiil,bq,qutgd oy carriages somo-
what sjmilag, Lo, the gnng, and .we presumc.
are mainly. intended, for the’ defenoe or
%ocka;led positions and for use in the opon.
hen well served,the .ypaching gun is.tar -
ribly effectiva at. J,i.wrncet.‘qf,!rom 400 and
600 yards,:; . o ooipg ,
. 1:Five of the locks and barrels are constant.
ly performing some. of the :operations of

~ |loading and firing, while the other five are

oxtracting the empty gases, and it is evident
that s long as cartridges are dropped into
the hopper, and thg handle is in motion, the
firing will continue.. ‘In. this manner a per-
fect rain of bullets may iseue from the ten
muzzles. "The gun is alsq fitted with an ar -
rangement by which 'a {rayersing motion
may bé given to the barrels while the firipg
continues. It js obvious that it would be
absnrd constantly to fire a Gatling gun in
one direction. A few men immediately in
front would be perforated, while those on
the flanks would ‘escape, But the traversing
arrangement enables ys to * waterpot” the
eneny Wil a leaden rain. Altogether, wo
cannot wizh the Ashantees worso luck
than to get in the way of a Gatling well
served. :

THE MAUSER Rii'LE, AND THE QUES-
TION AS TO WHICH IS THE BEST
. RIFLE,

- Some linie ago we gave our readers an
account of some experiments which had
been carried out in Prussia.to test the cap-
abilities of the Mauser rifle as {o aoccuracy
and the number of shots it coukl fre in
given tuuc. The rosults, as compared with
those which have been .obtained with the
Henpry-Martiniat Wimbledon and-elsewhere,
were decidedly in favoyr of the lytter arm,

An article which has appeared in the
Rugsian military periodical, L’ Oroujeik Sbor-
mnalp, or . ‘Review of Long-range Fire
arms,”’ under the title, ** Actual State of the
Manufacture of Fire-arms in England, Bel-
gium, Prussia, and Austria,” contains some
interoesting remarks on the subject which
forms the heading to this article. It isfrom
the .pen of an officer of high rank, who
has baen superintending some searching ex-
periments with regard to tho question of
long~range smallarms, We take the fol-
lowing fromit:— .

- “The Prussians, whilst acknowledging
that the noedle-gunhas had its day, hesi-
tited to give large ordars for the Mauser
rifie. .In this they have shown circumspec-
tion ; and this. indecision proves that they
have-not perfect faith in those results which
by otherPoweuns are corsidered as descisivcd
results fremy which it appears thas each be-
lioves that the problem has been solved to
bis own adyvantage. It is actually stated that
aitention is at presenf being paid to im-
proving the Mauser syatem, that the imrer-
fections of this arm are being remedied.
In what.do these alterations consist? It
would beidifficult to point out, as they are
being carried out with the greatest secresy.
The result of all this is that we cannot say
what will be the pattern actuslly adopted,
and if it will present any feature quite
peculiar to it, distibguishing it completly
from those. which other Powers havo adop-

ted into thelr service.
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“In our opinion tho Mauser systom com-
prises tho two systems, Chassepot nand
Berdan No. 2. Tho timo actunlly required
for lending is nonrly the samo ns that for
the noedlo-gun, an advantagoe to which the
Prussians attach grout importance, beosuse
it will consequently bo unnecessary to toach
tho men a now loading drill, Moreover,
tho whalo of tho mochanism in the Mauser
«ystem can be takon to picces without any
tools being required; o great advantage,
and ono which until now has alone boen
seouliar to tho Prussian necoedle-gun. Weo
lmvo not seen the new cartridgo; but, as
far as wo ean judge from what has boeen told
us, it is very similiar to our Bordan car.
tridgo ; but it has been really said thatitis
tho Bavarian Werder cartritlgo whichh hns
been adopted.

‘ Nowadnys, when those porsons who are
intorested in the weapons with which troops
aro armed, mect together they nro pretty
sura to ask, ¢ Which do you considor to bo
the best riflo?’

“It appoars to mo that all discussions

on this subject are now cvident proof that
no dotermination has as yet beon arrived at
as to which is tho best pattern. Howis it
thero is no longer n question as to whother
a large or small bore is proferable fora
weapon which lires rapidly, apparently
biecauso this question hax been argued out
to such an extent that no doubt can
any longer Lo entortnined with regard to
it.
*In the s umo way the problem whicl con
ststed in deciding  whether tho batrels
should bo of steel or of iron has been sol-
verl; ton yaars ngo it was a point which
givorise to much controversy.

“ As for u.. sfternumbors of experiments
cartiod mith arms< mado on different pat-
terng, firing, metal cartridges adopted by
the various powers ave equally good, if the
carlridges are yood, =nd equally bad when the
carlridges are bad.

“"I'his conclusion might appear strango to
many people, and yet there is nothing init
which is not perfectly natural. In fact, overy
ono ought to know that where the rifle is
of that pattern with which metal cartridges
are to be used, paper cartridges cannot
possibly be fired from it. Wo may ask why ?
Bacause tlus pattern is not constructed
in sutch a manner as to hermetically close
the breech hy means of tho mechanism, tho
papor cactridge hk.wise cannot be expect
ed to do it, from whence it results that if
tho cartridges split, that is to say when
they are bud, we my say that noneof the
patterns which have been adopted would
stand conlinuous firing.

** According to our views, thers i3 no
resson to go into the question as to this or
that part of the brench apparatus getting
out ot order, in order to deternine upon the
value of such and such a pattern. We are
perfoctly convincoed that it is poraiblo by
splitting the cartridge up and insarting it
in a particular manner to make averyone of
tha different patterns adopted in tho service
unservicoable. We have not the slightest
doubt in this respect. We believe that to
obviate this inconvenience attontion must
bo paid moio to the manufacture cf the
«.}f:{tridge than to the construction of the
ritie.

“Ihis was the answer witich I alwvays
made when the question ns to the best pat-
tern of rifle was mooted, and the majority
wero of tny opinion, In a certain smatl-arm
manufactry, however, L encountered a strong
opposition; I wis tuld that tho pattern
shown to me wus ong which it would be im
possible to injura or render unserviceabls,
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and I was prossed to put it to tho test, To
declino this invitation would have been to
acknowledgo that my allegations had no
foundation, consequently it was necossary
to put them to proof.

¢ [ was asked to exphiin the detail of my
method of proceoding. [requested thata
cut should bo made in tho edge of ono car-
tridge, and ono along the sockot of a sccond
ono, I insoted the first ono and fired, then
tho sccond ono; no parlicular rosult en
suod.

“Jtwould have been most mortifyiug to
have succumbed. [ said to myself, ¢ Are
my nssertions to bo lookod upon as non-
scuso? in which casc theso strangers will
have good causo for laughing at me.! It
would not do t» hesitato, so 1 took a file,
made an inciston in n cartridgo, and fired.
A slight flash escaped fromtho breech. ‘The
inventor who was present during this experi.
meut, on observing this explosion (ilie
others not having observed it), convinced
that everything was right, suggested that [
should open tho bLreech mochanism. [
tried to do 8o, but it would not open ; in my
turn, I begged the assistants to try o open
it; they succeeded, bntonly by the united
strongth of two persons. The interior was
covered with a thick bed of scales. I was
told that the difficulty which had beon
exporionced in opening tho breech block
was due to this fouling. and not to any
injury sustained by tho breech mechanism.
To settle this question, [ requestod thit the
mechanism might be cleanad. On taking
it out, it was avident that the diBiculty
above meationed was not due to the fouling,
bat to tho fact that the pivoton which the
breech-closing apparatus turns was greatly
bent; most probably tho mecbuanism would
havo beon blown out had a second shot boen
fired. With regard to that, I was told that
the injury to tho piyot was of no couse
quence, and that the rifle could be fired
withoutit. To prove this, two shots wero
fired by hand ; but eachtimo whon I asked
tho man who fired if he would bo willikg to
fire +gain, but with a notched cartridge, ho
distinctly decliner.

¢ Thus you see.’ 1 suid to those prose °,
“when tho cartridgo is not split (in other
words, when you aro porfectly certain that
tho cartridgo is good) you can fire with a
weapon from which one of its most essen-
tial points are missing, whereas with asplit
cartridge—z¢. e, a bad cartridgo—it is
dangorous to firo, even with a rifla the pat.
tern of waich apparently presents every
guarantee of solidity. The persons presont
agreed with me, and begged me to show
them how tho cartridge ought to be cut and
placed in tho barrel in order to inju:s the
mechonism ; which I did.*

“This cxperiment extemporised, 8o to
g1y, and which had such a complete success,
has confirned mo more than ever in this idea
viz,, that it is quito useless to endeavour to
obtain a method of closing thio breech which
caunot be rendered unserviceablo with car-
tridges which arc liable to split, that for
tho mowment attention should be exclusively
dircctod to the soundness of the cartridge,
that this problom ouco solved, the best
breech-closing system will be the one that
is cheapest, and can be casiest taken to
picces and put together again. To worry
oneself with tho view to obtain a sys-
iom which permits one shot more or
less to bo fired a minute, is simply to pur
suo an object of quito sccondry impor-
tance.”

®Jtis a pily the author did not conslder it
advixnble to give his readers full oxplanation of
this tnfallible plan, .

{Jarzuary 6, 1874
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‘Tho above contains such imp rrtant facts,
and such good and practical ndvice, that but
littlo neods to be added. We are, fortu
natoly, ablo to make metal cartritdges which
will compare favourably with thoso of nuy
other nation in Europe. \We rwy, howaever,
deduce the following facts :—That one of
tho first essentinls for an effeotivo riflo is n
cartridge, tho caso of which is guaranteed
to bo perfectly gastight, ns without that
ayory nature of barrel, system of rifling. or
plan for olosing the breach will alike fml,
the moment the nmmunition is faulty, It
is vory evident that in the ovent of such a
case, tho blemo must be Inid upon tho
makor of tho oartridges, and not upon tho
inventor, or tho gunsmith. On tho other
band supposing the cartridgo to bo perfeoct,
wo cannot give the first plaoce to that riflo—
nover mind what the mechanism may be—
from the breech and tarrel of which ex-
cellent results are obtained with this coar
tridge, looking at them solely from a firing
point of view, such as accuracy and range,
It is nocessary to bo ocertain the extractor
throws out the old cartridge without any
hitch, that the striker does not remnin
imbedded in the base of the cartridge, that
the cartridge ia :.ot too heu{, when wo
come to consider the total woight of ammu-
nition which tho man must carry. Also
whothor the weapon oan bo easily taken to
pieces and put together again, whether rust,
dust, rain, £o.. may not prevent the mechan.
ism from working with rapidity.

Witk rogard to the Mauser riflo itsclf, tho
Swisz military journal Las lately given an
vceount, unccompanied by oxplanatory deaw-
ings, without the aid of which it would be
difticult to expluin tho technical details of
this weapon. ‘Three movemonts alone are
required to load the rifle. In tho first, the
movablo breech-block is worked from right
to loft, and pushed back iuto-the breoch
aperture, £oas to throw out thoold cartridge
and at the same timo to cock the striker; in
thesecond, a cartridge is put into the cham-
bor; fa the third motion. the tnoverble
breoch-block is advanced, 8o as toclose the
rear chamber of the Lrecch, whilst shoving
the cartridge into its place, the lever of the
breoch-block is then pushed back into its
socket. Tho cartridge used with it is a
metal central-firo one. Owing to tho large
number of Chassepot rifles which the Prus-
sians have in their possession, Lhey are
unxious that tho Mauser bullet should fit
the Chassepot.

A few days since, says the Victoria War.
dery o largo buclk which had been chased by

o hicund, ran into the farm of Mr. John
Atwill, 6th concessian Emily. His wile, who
happened to be engaged outside, struck tho
animsal on tho head with a club, when the
decr made a rush at her, tearing her dress,
and evidently would have seversly injured
hor but for the timely assistanoe of tivo dogs
which held the animal down while Mrs. At
will tied his legs with her aproa, and with
the assistance of her son succeeded in des
patohing it.

Pigenn River is the Loundary between
Ontario and Minnesota, A road is nearly
completed, thirty feet wide from, Pigeon
River to Fort William. The snow is two
feot deep, but witha mild winter so far.
The mail goes on snow shoes from Pigeon
River to Fort William and Silver Islet. The
mail from Dulath to Pigeon River and
thence to Islo Royale, is carried in a row
boat. Lake Superior is oleat of ice, but the
bay and tivers are frozen ovey. '
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HEAD QUARTERS,

Uttawa, d January. 1874,

timNRRAL Ouprns (1),
No. 1.

ACTIVE MILITIA.

“q" and B L'lllerica.zsnchoolsq/ Gunnery,
Kingston and Qucbec.

Adverting to Nos. 3, 4 and 8 of General
Orders (24) 20th October 1871, tho strer.gth
of each School of Gunnery, is hereby author-
ized, to be incroased, for admission to the
4 5 wert Cottse’’ of Instruotian to last three
monts 0 the extent of ten officers and ten
non-commissioned uilices,

~Admission o **Short Courzes’ will Le
made’ from timo to time, as may bo found
desirable, up to the number authorized for
ench School of Gunnery, mithout the com*
mencensent of a ** Short Ceurse” or nomi-
nations for sdmission-being necessarily «n.
nounced in Genaral Orders,

Uffioers and non commissioned oflichrs in
uxcess of tho strength fixed by Nos. 3 and 4
of tho abovs referred to General Ocders will

.recaiveonly the pay and allowances fixed by
-No, 9 of those Orders.

PROVINCE OF OXTARIO.
34k "Ontario‘; Balialc'an of Infuntry
‘o bes Lisutenant Colonel:
Mesjor and Brevet lLieutenant Colonel

William Warren, Jun,, M.8., vice James
Wallaoe, absent without leave.
47{n “Frontenac™ Battalion of Infuntyy.
No.% ,G);itpgny, Harrowsmith.
The-services of Captain Eljah Joyaer as
ancoffioer in- the-Active Militia of the Do*
mivion are hereby dispensed with.

H L Y

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

(4B Battery School of Gunnery, Qucbec. ‘
Short Course. !
aiThe following are hereby ‘authorized {o

* jointhe School of Gunnery, Quebec, 6npzte )
bation,for a:threamontbs’course of Instruc:
“gion ;- :

ir bueler v v.
~-Qaptain.aygd: Brevet Msjor John Slous and
thraesoncommionsd ofioers of - the:Gaspd
Pattery.of Garripon Artillery... =~ o .

2nd Lieutenant John B, lLindaay, No. 4
Bittery, Quebee Brignde Garoson Artillery:

Long Cow se.

2nd LieutenantCharles £dmond Jucheroan
Duchesnay, of tho Beauce [Field Battory of
Artillery  hiaving completed his  **Short
Course'’ of Instruction is hereby authorized
for tho *¢ Long Course.”

I’ROVINCE OF QUEBEC,

New DBrunswick Brigade of Garrison JArtil.
lery.

Ao, 1 Battery. Sty John.

To Lo Ist Lieutenant, provisionally :
Privato Charles Williany Drury, vize John
E. Bell left limits.
To be 2nd Lieutenant, provisionnily :
Mutthew Wallace, gentleman, vice Arm*
strong, trensferred to No, 10 Battery.
No. 2.
CERT.FICATESR.,
CorrsnMaTioN OoF RaNK.

The following non commissioned oflicers
and gunners have received certificates from
the Commandant of the School of Gunnery
Qucbec.

Provixce or Queste,
Stcoxp Cr.ass CERTIFICATES,

Nanmes.
~—Quarter Master, Sergt.
Churles Lavoic, Beauce
Field Battery.
~Corporal Joseph Blais,
Benuce Fiold Battery.

— Gunner Paul Lennaud,
Besuce Field Battery.

—ActingBombadier James
Adair,QuebecGarrison
Artillery.

—Sorgeant Amable Robart
Quebee Garrison Artil
lery.

— Acting BombadierHenry
Wilkinson, Quebeo
Garrison Arlillery.

—DBombadier Robert Tute,
Quebec Garrison Are
{illery.

—Corporal Edward Max:
well, Quebec Garrison
Artillery.

do  —BombadierCharlesArms*

- worth, Quebec Garrie

- - son Artillery:

—Gunner Charles Sinclair,
Quebeo Garrison Ar¢
tillery.

—Gunner Thomas Burton,

Quebes Garrison Ar

Legimenlal Divisions.

Beaucr.
do
do

City of Qucbec.

do do

do do

do do

do do

ot v A .- .‘--ﬁn"y.‘ ¥ .. -t

ity of Quehica, —Gunner I, Parke, Que-

beo Gariison Artillery.

~ Acting Bombadier,Chas,

Rayent, Quebiee Field
Battery.

n oty

By Command of hus Exoellency tho
Governor Genoral.

WALKER POWELL, Lieut. Col.
Acting Adit, General of Militia,
anada,
s n -

A Correspondent writing from Trieste. in
touching incidenially upon tho Auetrian-
Hungarian north pole oxpedition under the
supervision of Messrs. Woiprecht and Deyer,
says that these Lold seamen are now en
tiely cut off from nll communlication, the
last news vecoived from them being dated
August 16, 1873, when the expedition met
Captain Wilszeks at Capo Nassau, near Nova
Zembla, Weiprecht and Peyer hoped to
reach Cape Tacheljuckin in September, and
then at a peint from thir to take up their
first winter quarters. The unsuccessful
results of the American and Swedish expedi-
tions have given rise to many fears for the
onebut hope muat not be abandoned untit is
1875the time set for its return.

The Rnasian war department is taking
active mriaures to instruct the officers of
the Russian Army in the German langunge.
The directors of tho Nickolajew Academy
of the General Stafl have received orders to
acoept no candidates and to allow no stu.
dents to graduate before they have besome
masters of the German language.

It is proposed that the British Govorn
ment should telegraph to Bombay to order
as many elephants as can be transported, to
bo sent at once, vin tho Suez Canal, to Cape
Coast Caatles, for the servico of the expedi-
tion against the Ashantees ‘They could he
thers in five weeks from tho despatch of the
order,

King Albert of Sauxony will retain, after
his sccessiom to the throne, the rank and
offica of Field Marshal in the German Army
and Commanding General of the First Ger-
man Army Division. -

The Dutch government has received in.
telligence that 9,000 troops belonging to
the expedition which lately lefi Batavia for
Acheen have effected a landing on the coast
of that country without opposition.

Freiherr von Manteuffel, General of

Cavalry and Adjutant General of the King

of Prussis. has been relieved from his
reser.t commission and made a General
old Marshal,

A courier from [Iudsen Bay Las arrived,
with news that the Iudson Bay Company's
ship, Lady Head, is frozenup in James B1y
with £60,000 worth of furs on board.

The Dutch troops have encountered and
heavily defeated the Atcheenese near
Keiaton. The battla is considered decisive
the enemy . being routed in all directions

" loss in' killed and wounded.

with heavy AUl
Thé'16s¢ of {e former was'moderate, The

health of 314 Dutoh troops is good.
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s Unbrihed, unbousht, our swards wedmw,
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10 wunawoxm Nts.— Lotters '\ddro> eil lo
cither the Editor or Iublisher, as well as
Communications intendod for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that enc end
ol tha envelopo shonld be lelt open, and
4t the corner the words ** Printer’s copy ™
«sitten and 14yoor five cont stnmp (ac-
cording to tho weight of tho ~onnmunica-
tion) plies Lhoroon will pay tha postaga

Tunr current nunber is tho EighthVolumas
of theVaoresteeriievizw, Tho period covered
has been remark:tbio i developing the sol-
dierly instincts and aptitudes of the paople
of Canada,the great social prosperity which
has blessed tho Innd, vl the politieal pro.
gress which has create:l in tho Dominion of
Canada a new power on’ this continent, s
tablished on the principles of British Consti-
tutionalism, thercby adding to the resources
of the Empire and strengtheming tho ties
that binds British North America to the
Mother Country. But great ashas been tho
nativnal  progress achieved, socinlly and
politically, as an institution which has intar:
wovon itself with the habits of tho peaple,
the Mititary Organization of Canada has ob.
tained, snd is destined to hold, a marked
pre-eminenco,combioing tho principie of vol.
untary service with tho duty due the State
—tho militia of Cannda presents the most
cormpleto and perfect organization that cwn
be adapted to tho needs of a few people,

It is true that during the past yoars there
has been an abatement of the enthusiasm
which distinguished tho early days of the

Orgaaization, but this is partly duoto tho
conviction that no immediato need requires |
the servioes of the force' nnd partly.to the
curtailment of the expenditura necessary to
cquip tho camps of instruction’-io those
causcs alone avo to bo traced an 1ppm,'ent
apathy whick tho first note of danger would
awaken into terriblo anl earnest achvxty.

The most noticoablo ovents connebtett
with tho force durigg the present yecararo
—tho death of the Hon. Sir G. E. Carnirn,
Bart., the First Minister of Miiitia and
Defenco for the Dominion, author of the
Militia Law, and one of tho greatést

Statesmen this ‘oountry has ever seen;

tho resiguation of the Adjutsut Gepe-
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i ral, Coloncl 1. Ronnursos-hoy, and the
!nbro;_.'ltiou of the cuaps ol exercise. The
| vonr on the whole lias been rathor discours
Fagmg,but the events connectord with n great
organization aro not to be measured by tha
occurrences of any particular poriod, but by
tho general results sxtending over a sorws
years, and tho Voluntoor Organizition z;
marked by steady und substantial progross,
1t has moro able and bettor trained otficers
thun at any previous poriod of its history}
and a knowledgo of radimentvy tactics iny
cluding fumiliarity with the use of tho sol
dier's woeapon--thy ritfle—has been dissomie
nated smongst a groater number of tho peo!
plo—and thero is overy prospect that the
current yoar will bo marked by greater
anctivity and progress.

Throughout tho whale periol thio Voros
TRER Review has ondoavoured to keop be:
fore the forco tho mwost useful, practical,
and scientific military knowladge, 10 estab-
lish a proper esprit de carps, to suppast duo
subordation, und to afford the oflicers and
men of tho force the opportunity of placing
befare the public theiropinions and idexs as
to the working of the militia law. This duty
to the country has heen discharged without
any other objuct hinyond the advantige the
forco should demve theefrom, sud uudesr wo
ordinary disconrigunent we hivo to thank
our readers for the patronige acconded, and
to assurojthom that no exertion shall be
spared in tha future to make the Vou USNTEBR
Review worthy the Military Organization of
the Dominion of Canada.

Tue Jast number of the Seventh Volumo
of tho \on.\’ﬂ i Revane contained the
gazatte of Licutenant Colonel W, I1.
Jacxsox, as Deputy Adjutant  Genoral
of Militury District No. 4, a tardy act of jus
tice toan nccomplished sol lier and thorough
geatloman ; as wall as an earnest that the
‘higher staff employments of the Canadian
Army will be conferred on genticinen who,
like Colonel Jacksox, have qualified them
sélvee by passing tirrough every grade in
the servico with honour for tho position.

It is sound policy to advance those ofli-
cers who have served with credit from the
first inception of the volunteer forco to the
highest commands which time or casualties
may open 0 their ambition. as it will give
them a defintte object 10 aim &t and strive
for rs well as incito a degree of cmulation
and desire to quahfy for the commands to
which they may aspire,  Without asserting
the right of Canaglian ofticers to tho exclu-
sion of tho scigutific talent of tho regulsr
service, wo have no hesitation in asserting
that tho time has arrived for throwing open
to them the entire commands iu their own
wilitary force, cspecially as its existenos
and maintenaue> depends in & great mes,
sure on tho individual influence and efforis
of tho officers.

Our military orgenizaion is peculiar, par-~
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¢ nndntmn of tle poople,and lmvmg the cwvil
the pradaminent ef-mont, it is quite aafo (o
predict that it is the only organization fitte.l
to the condition ofnt,ue dountry. Such » <ys-
tem drmwnds lpgnl aid mJ knowlodge lorits
dovelopment, ‘anid' the problam  connectasd
with it should be worked out Ly those
trained under it provisions, the highor scion*
tiflc knowledge necassary for a complota sy
tem of military orgunizition must b a
growth of time ; ita substitute for the pro
sert should o oxperi‘nce, and to thos
officors of the forco who havo by long nul
faithful service in its supurior commanls
acquired thau experionco its preaent davel
opment should be confided. For some time
tho Adjutant General's oflica has boen va-
cant,tho duties thereof have been discharged
by the Deputy Adjutant General at Head
Quarters, and thaForce has not deteroriated
in his hauds; if any officer in the Canadian
Army has acqutred experionce by long.ser
vice nssuredly Lisutenant Colonel Wargsn
Powsrt is that-officor, for over slovon yoars
he hs filled bis present appointment,
-during tive of which he has been virtually
Adjutaut (General of the army, and we are
of opinion that; a confirmation of rank-inhis
cis0 would bu aliko populac with the Volun-
teer Furcoe, sl amangstths peoplo of Gans-
da as i well-morited auid-earned  dislluction
to, an offizer aa l-gantivmin who'deserves
woll of the country. .
e e e
Tue defenco of » country must depetid on
its navy, army, and fortifisstions, and if the
*twp latter combined can bo mado® equal to
avy naval force which could be brought
against them, tho problem of defence wounld
be ‘olved as far as tho defenders were cone
cerned.  Hitherto in most countries no
doefinite attempt has been made to successs
fuilly delend their frontier or coastlines from
risk ol invasion, and’ a8 a consequence the
belligerents on both sides have bsen mors or
less liablo to surprisé and iasuit, bscauso
tho Art of ur as practised in modern war-
faro was inapplicablo tocoast defence.

As longas all militsry operations depend.-
ol on a rogular or standing army ; and a
coast line offerod an extont of somo thous-
ands of miles to an invader's choice, it twas
evidont the cost of constant preparation was
-altogethertoo great for any nation, when in
addition to this- iv'’wai a question of
time messarcd hy'*woekx - or * months
that would onatle..an army to con
caplrate for- invasion-. or -defonco, the
problem was furthor complicited, but as
railivays and application of stoam power to
vessels of war and transpart has onabled o
rapid concentyation to bo ecffected, it
has become & grave- question of na.
tional palicy for - the ‘jeonsideration of
all ocountries having a maratimie fron-
tier as to how it is to bo defended incase of
war. Bagisid, withl the most pawerful navy
in theworld, s Botifres fromantisty and

taking largely of cdaptatisn to th: sooigd

danger on this sutijsct, ss it is poseible the

———r—



JANvary 6, 1874,

such complication of cvents ariso ns woull
Iay her shores opan to hostile descent ; in
this case it beoomes a problem ol no avdinary
difficulty to decide on the best means of
preventing a cilamity which would inflict
fearful loss an her political standing, socil
disorganization, ant comnercial ruin on hev
people, in fact eha could better afford to ine
cur liabilities equalling her funous national
debl many times, thn thit o foreign fos
should land a division on the most barren
and worthless portion of the shores of Great
Britain andLraland, for ever 89 biviof a period;
amdd this rule not only applics Lo (GreatBritain
but to any other country that has wealth or
national prestige to lose.. The disastrous
effects of successful invasion have been fully
recognized in England and has given birth
to numerous projects for pravention; but
that proposed Ly Major Moxortsr in his able
lecture of Sth May, 1873, before the Eirl
of Duoie and tho officors of th: Auxili-
ary forces, is not only the most practicil,
but at the same time the most feasible, ad
vantageous, and least coatly of any yel de-
vised, *

“Iho' system is based on the axiom liid
down at the commencement of this puper,
The navy is tho first line of defence, tho
army. manning the fortific tions the seconid;
the army alone the thisd., [t is clear that
with the system of forfilicwtion Litherto fol.
Irwed, the advantage would be altogether
on the side of the attack by a naval force ;
battcries are stationary,ships are not; therc-
fore the former furnish good miarks [or the
latter while they can hardly Lo hitin any
cage. In the uvvent of a disombarkation of
troaps heavy ships would engago the bat
teries aud prevent interlercuce  with the
transports.  Troops once landed could
tako the batleries in reverse if nol previous
ly rilenced, 8o that it would seem s if the
whole system of [ortilication so curelully
worked out Ly the great militury engineers
of the world bids fair to hecome ohsolete,
and this a8 much from the impossibility of
nikiug its battervies invulnerable as of ex-
tending the litoral range of the urtillery
they carry,for to arm them en barbelze would
belittle better than exposiug the merr sery:
ing the guns to wholesule masacre,

..Jt . follows tl;{m that sqme: system must
ba devised 140 neutralise the advantage
that steam power,’ artiicur and heavy guns
give to vessels of war, and Mnjor Moxorier
hins thé honor of boing the first to develcpo
it; as the inventor of a gun carriage which
our readers know provides the necessary me

chanism for bringing the gun under the pa

rapet to bo londed by the force of its own
recoil. The task of invenlirg a system of
forlification suitable to the nltered condition
of the gun in battery was rendered ensy by
the simplicity and ease with which Lis

chinery could be manipulated ; a gun always
under cover that merely popped up to deliver
its fire and before the smoke had cleared
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vmm.&,{, 'orfmt.m- -ﬂgol,s m;y— ;)0.._(.‘;;”“1 or |away was three or four feet below the para:

pet again—suggested --frat that tha embras
sure and parapet, the great features of the
old system were unnecessary ; secondly, that
by restricting the lateral rangs they were
ohstructions ; thirdly, that an elevated
mound to cover a gun was mischieveouns,
ag it drew the enomy’s fire at a con-picuous
object ; and fourthly, tliat forts and bas
tions were mere shell traps in those days

of 1ifled ordnance and long range. Following |

out those ideas the gallant major proposes
that batteries in future shull Lo sunk in the
ground iustewd of elevated over it—that
there shall be ne parapet or mound to mark
tho site—that they shall not be on the crest
of a hill, but some distance dowu its sido
leaving a bank behind, in other words under
bank—that the only command will bo of the
natural glacis and beach—that the gun wil]
have an almost all round fire, and that the
only construction necessary beside the
trench will be a circular pit or pits. Ifa line
is to be defended with a recess covered and
protected by traverses Lo actus an expense
magazine, in order to connaect one or more of
thoso one gun batteries as they may be called
it is only necessary to continue the (rench
or covered wavy, merely mnking it wide
anough at bottom o be enableld ta poss
guns along ity or lay, if necessary, a line of
pails.  Approwhes rom thy rewe shoald
also bo consiructed, sud the wholo might bo
mdo as a permanent work at livtle expense
and no inconvenience to lnnded proprictors,
as planting trees for the purpose ol sover
would be one of its most essential features
Such a serics of eartiaworks might,as the lee
ture points out,boe constructed,as good prace
tice by volunteers or the local militia, and
they shoald. Le trained on the ground they
would be called on to hold.  I'he main fea-
tures of the system however is to be seen in
the fact that those works would be armed
with cwrriage guns, 32 or 64 pndrs., mounted
on the Moncriff system that in case the enet
my forced v landing they could be with:
drivn, and adways kept in store near the
lines when not wanted.  Unio of thoe great:
est recomniviniations of this systeni is its
simplicity, It would be easy to cunsiruct any
any amuuut of those lines during autinn
inanwuavres or semmer drill, they esuld bo
held by the locil forees (il reinforceoments
would avrive, nnd it would be Loth a doube:
ful as well as hazwdous attempt to land
troops ‘at all where they existed, inssmuch
us only transports and light vessols could be
engnged—that the carriage guns with round
shot and shell could inflict nc.ileutable mis
chief on vessels of that desvription and
boats~—that even if the troops succeede.d in
landing the beach would be =0 swept by
Shirapnel that formation would be impoassi:
ble, and to take n batlery with an all round
live in reverse wonld Le impossible—and to
pound that Laltery presenting no tangible
mark toshot or shell equally g0, It is quite

\certain the opportunily that Major Mon-

outzrr's syslem will cause as groal a vevolu:
tien in fortitieation and Tort building ws the
heavy guns have causel in ship huilding,
Could we not utilize the knowledgo given
us by this very important lectura in our own
«<ase ; we have many exposed positions on
our own coasts and why not employ ou-
volunteers in preparing now at lcisure a
series of defences which would be worth the
national existence of our people 2 Whether
during the reign of commereial menopolies
thit- consideration is worth the notice of «
people who always value business principles.
or no, is a question for tlié country ; hut
the example of France should be a strouy
incentive to wisdom, i

E————————— .

Tae following tribute to the excliency of
our military organization i3 copied (ro:n (he
United States Army and Navy Journal of
20th Dec. last, Our contemporary is mist -
ken in nascribing the report on which he so
ably’ comments, to the Acting Minister of
Militia and Defence ; it was composed by
the lale Adjutant General, and deserves :il!
the praise accorded thereto :—

¢ Tue CaNapiarxk Miuitia”—From the an

nual report on the state of the militin of
the Dowinionjof Canada for the year 187
we iearn that the militia forge of our Cann

dian neighbors consisted last yeur of 30,114
men actuslly prosent with their corps nt
their muster parades. In addition to these,
339 men, officers, non commissioued officers,
and c¢undidates {or commissions, utten led
the infantry schools for instruction. lhis
army is organized by corps, companies, bat
1 talions, and batteries into tactic.l brigades
l ol threo arms, the brigades being distributed
according to lerritorial divisions, and the
whele active force forming a nucleas upon
which rests the reserve, which latter we wro
t -1l represents “practically almost thoe
entire manhood of the Dominion,” Wo are
not surprised that the report regards with
pricie this exhibit and organization. They
are certainly creditable to Canads, and may
well invile the nttention of our military men

|and legislators. Camps of instruction, so

necessary o the traiuing or actual work of a
' militia force, were held of due importance,
! During the yoar eighiteen camps of exercise
| for sixteen days training, and three small
' regimental artillery camps for eight days—
I the former drawing an attendance of 24.14 4
j and the latter of 171l—were successfully con-
“ducted. Tho infantry are all armed with
“tho Snider breech-loader, using the same
; nmmunition ‘as the English regular troops—
un intportant. watter; the cavalry, in ad-
dition to their sabres, aro provided with
cavairy Snider cuwbines of the regulation
pattern; snd the artillery batteries are
being armed with the snme description of
fiel i guns as those recenlly issued to the
‘Boghsh horse artillery. The consequence
is that the regular. and militia forces will be
able to operate Larmoniously together, and
as ono sy, The active militia force is now
organized, so far as circumstances wili
admit, after the manner of an army ; the
annual training of corps is no longer limited
to merely regimental exercises, but the
various corps of the different arms trained
besides to military combination for mutual
support, in taotical brigades; and the
whole force performs annually a prescribed
course of rifle instruction and target practice.
The manner of sssembling “the - militia iu
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Krroxm‘xn.—h(r. R.A. Sinon,o(Blsckviﬁe:

caso of omergenoy has received great atten:
tion, and the report Loasta thata signal
flashed by tolograph would at any moment
cill toarms and concentrate in & few hours
the whole or nny part of the available force,
in tactical brigades of the threo arms, atany
point within the limits of the brigadedivi;
sions. We froely admit the great advan-
tago of this organizition, and extend full
praiso to our neighbors for having perfooted
it. The Increased general efficiency of the
force is attributed to the practice of concen
trating the various corps in brigade camps
of exorcise for annual drill, when officers
and men nro withdrawn from civil avoca.
tions and enabled to give entire attention
to military duty. No confidence is placed
in the system formely prevailing of allowing
corps to perform their annunal drill indepen
dently at local headquarters at any time of
the yearand in any manner they pleased.The
assemabling annually of the territorial bri-
gade divisions, that they my work together
under their own proper staff officers, is their
respective positions, is held to be of prime
importance in prepariag a military force for
the performancs of the duties that actual
hostilities would impose. The amount of
money asked for to maintain the militia
organizitlon in its present system is $1,500-
000. Great and increased attention has
been given to rifle instruction and target
ractice, and high praise is extended to the
minion Rifle Association for its assistance
in that direction.
#The report, as s whole, is very full, scien-
tific in arrangement, clear and sensible in
its suggestions, and exhibite on the part of
its author, the scting Minister of Militis and
Defence, au accurate knowledge of the
duties entrusted 10 him, and a high appre:
ciation of their importance. It may well
be studied by those interested in our
National Gaard, for it has much to offer for
our instruction. Canada has good reason
to bo proud of its militia organization.

Wt aro kindly permitted by tho author
Lieutenant Colonel Frrrcaer, Scots Fusilier
Guards,Military Secretary to His Exoellency
the Governor Cianeral, to republish a pam-
plhlet entitled * Memorandumon the Mili-
tia System of Cannda,” being tho result of
close observation and atudy of our system
from an outside point of view, in which its
real and apparent weakness and defects, as
well as its commendable features, are ably
pointed ontand the properremedies discuss
od with temper, forethought, and judg-
ment.

In placing this pamphlet before our
readers, we are actuated by a desire to have
every prominent featurs of our organisition
cabmittzd to intelligent discussion, and the
gallant Colonel has the merit of giving the
key noto toa complete analysis of all its
meritsand dofects, The drochureitselfspeaks
to the talent and ability of the writer.

pesmr e —————— L ]

AT the Reviewof the Governor General's
Foot Gnards by His Excellency on last
Queen's birthday, our roaders will remem
bar tha very encouraging address with which
they were favored, and the announcement
that Hor Excellency the Countess Dufferin
inteaded to present the regiment with
colors ; wo are able to announce that they
have arrived from England and will be pre-
senled by the gracious donor on next
Queen’s birthday.

-~

reading clerk of the State Senat, has been
appointed by United States Circuit Judge
Bond, United commissioner. Mr, Sisson is,
we beliove, tho only commissioner between
Charleston and Augusts, and hit oxperienoce
has fitted him for the position.

Wi are indebted to the Publishor of the
Montreal Gazetie for a copy of the Farmers»
Almanac for 1874.

REVIEWS.

Tue ALoiNe for Januaryhas been received.
The illustrations are rich, and the literature
of a high order. The letter press printing is
well executed. Takeit all in all it is a very
superior member. The following are the
illustrations and contents:—** O fair as hape
was the New Year's morn 1" ; Moore's Lake,
Utah; The Irish School Master ; Springrville
Canon: Colburn's Butto, in Kaonarro Can.
or; Wild Flowers; Viow Near Fairfield,
Conn; Christ Blessing the Children; The
Descent from the Cross; Burying the Pet
Bird; A Familinr Air:—A Winter Rosebud ;
The Siamese New Year's Day; The Esthe-
tical among Brutes ; Song; Tho IrishSchool-
Master ; Utah Sconery; Tho Snow Fiske;
Cinderella; Fairficld, Connecticut ; Holly~
Hocks; Snowing on Pilatus; Dore’s Bible
Pictures; Sir Edwin Landseer, R. A.; A
Familiar Air; Thorwaldsen's Bas-Reljefs—
Day and Night ; Sorl-Days; A Ghostly Lod
ging: Musie ; Art; Literature,

We have to thank the publishiers of the
Aldine for the two Chromos, eontitled ** The
East” and *The West.”” One is aviewin the
White Mountains, New Hampshire; the
other gives The Cliffs of Green River Wyome
ing Territory, Thke differences in the nature
of the scenes themselves is & pleasing con-
trast, and affordsa goud display of the art-
ist's soope and coloring. Tho chromos are
each worked from thirly distinct plates, and
are in sizo (12 » I6)and appearauncs exact
fac-similes of the originals.

One of those Chromos are worth more than
the years subscription. (25.00).

Thelnralide Russe,of Dec. 3, anncnces that
the Turcoman tribe of Tekintens lately
crossed the Amco Daria and plundered two
caravans, taking asick Russian soldier
prisoner. Thres hundred Cossacks were
consequently despatched on Sept. 24, from
Fort Petro Alexandrowich, and on the 28th

after a foroed march of 200 versts, they over-
took the Tekinzens and completely annihil-
ated them, only eightof the tribe succeeding
in recrossing the Amoo Daria.

The Army and Nacy Gazellesays: “ Asa
‘sign of the times,’ it may be mentioned
that the Chinese are beginning to find the
maintaining of war vessels rather expensive,
80 their last addition, built at theirarsenal
1 at ¥Foo chow, is Lo bo sold to a native trading
company. The Cluness aro not the cnly
people iu the world who will zooner or later
discover that without a well:supplied exche-
quer it willbe imposible to keepups
power{ul navy.".

OFFICERS LONG COURSE.-~GUNNERY
8CHHOOL QUEBEC.

November 1873.
FORTIFIOATION,

1. Define thoe terms, salient, nnd ro-entor-
ing angle, dead angle, enfilade, tlefilade,

2. Draw a section through a face of Num -
ber 2 Fort at Point Levis,from memory ; put
in the dimensions, and give the names of
the various slopes of the profile. \What arn
the advantages of the Chemin de Ronde,an«
what was the ohject ofclosing the gorge with
a bastioned trace ? _

3. Would the complete investment of
Quebec be difhcalt ? What alterations and
additions are required in the works and
srmaments, bearing in mind the report of
Col. Jervois, RE.?

4. Givo your ideas on the advantages and
disadvantages of theMoncrieffsystem of forti
cation ; compare it with the old system of
Vsuban, an&f the modern granite structures
with their iron shields.

5. Draw a trace and profile of a pair of Mon
crieff gunpitson the summit of a gently rising
ground. They are to form part of asystem of
detached forts; and will require a magasine
as well as a proporiion of bomb proof eover
for asmall garrison. Substitute as far as
practicable forest timber for mason, taking
into consideration the destru.uve effects o1
a Canadian climate, and the cheapest mate-
rials at hand. You willalso provide for the
drainage, and the accommeodation of a few
caretakers in timo of peace.

MILITARY SURVEYING,
1. Plot the following bearing and distances

t0 scale 100 yards to an inch ?
From. To. Bearing, Distanceinyards.
A B  260° 199
C B 35°© 160
D C 170° 60
D E 265° 40
F E 180° 50
F G 190°© 50
H G 100© 30
H I 240 70

2. State briefly the general principles of
making s military sketch and the principal
points to be noted in a reconnaissance re-
port ?

3. Submit your copy of the sketch mada
by the officers at Beauport Camp last sum-
mer ?

4. Describe Lieut. Col. Drayson's method
of range finding ?

TACTIC3.

1. Define the following terms for infantry,

cayalry and artillery formations : A rank,
file, fours, section, sub division, division of
srtillery and what relalion it bears to the
battery,compared with ibat of the squadron
and company to the larger unils of other
arms. .
2. For parade purposes what is the extent
of front of a sguadrop, & battery in line at
foll intervals, a company of 40 files; what
jntervals shonld be left between battalions
in line of contiguoys columns, squadrons, ar-
tillery, and other troops, and howis the
dressing of artillery regulated with referenec
{o infantry ?

3. Siate the mast important points for
considerationby a battery commander in the
choice of a position,and the principles which
gorera ike action cn‘l ldi\viaioml. a5 well as of
resarvo or corps artillery in mas ivin
instances of the Iatter from theF::'cogi’rmg-

sian war,

.
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4. Arrango tho following corps of Military
Districts, Nos. 5, 6, and 7, into n small corps
d'armé&o according to the principles uid
down by Sir. G, Wolseley, supposing each
battalion mustered §00 men in 10 compan-
ios, each troop 80 sabres, and oach battery 6
guns. 1f you consider it necessary, incroaso
Cavalry, Artillory, Engineors to the progor-
tions required 1 a fwir opon country with
good rouds.

Cavalry No. 5 District ... 9 Teoops.
[13 “ 7 3 e 3 s
Artillery* 5 ... 2 Datleries.
s (13 " " e 2 st
Eogin'rs* 5 ... Zcompanios,
Infantry ¢ 5 ¢ __ | 12Battalions.
[} “" 0 Y3 e 9 a4

-3

(Y] e 13 st

Trassport and commissariat to bo furnish-

od by Civil contract.
& 5. Show by a diagram your di-position for
an advance of thie above corps d'armés
in fighting order of mnch towards tho fron
tier, by two parallel roads, auflicisutly closo
together.

6. Supposo the advanced cavaliy fecling
the enemy fulls gradually back on the ad-
vanced guard, which scizing a good position
with open ground in front, holds its own
until tho main body ccmes up, and the
enemy draws off for tho night. Shew with
the aid of a skotch your arrangement of the
corps (’srmée and the covering pickets,
(supporls and’ reserves not thrown out).
State thostrength of the pckets fur afront
of 1600 yards for each division: doublo
sentries with nn average beat of 50 yards aro
required ?

T. At daybreak the force must bLe drawn
up for battle, with the aid of a sketch show
the genaral outline you would adopt, the
sort of ground you would perfer. You are
faciog south perpendicular to your com-
munscations, those of the cnemy running
south west ; in what direction would you ox-
pect the real attack ; how, when aund whero
would you prepare to use your corps artil-
lery and’ endeayour to developo a counter
attack ; with what special object? Witha
scoond sketeh detail the information for at-
tack of ono of your divisions on s front of
2000 yards, skirmishers, supports, flank,
battalion, brigade and division reserves, ac-
cording to the plan proposed by Captain
Himo. Supposing in the case no sirong
features of ground break thoe ganeral idea.

Give your reasons for everytlung.
I B. Straves Licut.-Col.
Commuan-lant S i, Quedee.
—_———— e

Tokesvd Boar —A plin fur 1 1 vw torpedo
boat, for naval warfiae, fise been presented
to the Buresu of Constructi m it Repairs
on the Navy Departmont, by a Commodore
in the service. The Comodore’s planis to
make a frame of 2 acries of aras« sections of
oak and wrought iron nib+. around a long-
itudinal frame, <ecu-et Uy wroughs iron
Lolts and doutde pins, which, sccuredina
slat at the edge of aniran rib, paxsos through
a0 intervenig one of wond intas tho o-ljoining
iron rib, where it ts secured Ly a screw nut,
an¢ then these are sccured the bont re-
aembles & huge barrel, with staves joined
hnopwise cutsile this fiame or fonudation.
The projectar v ;aees to plic: « <arics of
henvy ironn ¢ ¢+ | o rather b ¢ . vauning
foro amd . Far semrsal  joe o of
the vessel Lo ooz 5 with sl enchhcat
off, and slightty flattesneed  Axyet 1hio pro-
jeclor hias proposcd no plan for (tiaching, or
manipulating the torge In ;

I'HE VOULUNTEER REVIEW,

CORRESPONDENCE.
:
T Exlato: Qo v nat hold hlmself vesponsidle for
Enleveduiact? cxpressions of opsnion w communge
cationsal lressed tothe VoLuxresrREviEw,

Lo the Editor of the Voruxtuaer Review,

Sin,—I havo tho lionor lierewith to enclose
tho first score madeo by W.Chambors Esq., of
this place, with theMartini-Henry vifle,whi
was won by Sorgeant Thow of thoe Winnipeg
Field Battery. Isend you the score, as 1
thought that it might Le of some use to you
and of sowme interest both to those who
donated the rifle,and thoscof the volunteers
of tho older provinces who take an interest
in the duings of our young and yet small pro
yince. And1l think that you will agree with
me in thinking that it 1s very good shooting
considaring the time of yoar (16th Dec.) the
state of tho range (six inches of snow) and
thero bemg a wind across tho range from
right to left. The two gentlement present
at the time cf shooting were Alex. MéMikon,
Baaker, and George 1> Northgravo, watch-
maker, 50 tho report given is perfectly roli-
able.

Hoping that you will be ablo to find space
in your psp r for tho * score” and a few of
the facts.

I remain your obedient servant. G.
400 yards ... ... ......39possible 40
500 ¢ . ... 18 “« 2
600 ... 32 40

89 i -100

We will be glad o hear from our friend *G*"

as often 2s he can make it convenient.  All
matters relating to riflo shootieg, or other

subjects calenlated to increase n inwcrest in
tho Force our columms are open to.-Ebp.
Voi. Rev.

i.038 oF TuE Jocit Eanx.—On Satunday
evening (Dee. 6th) the crew of the Lock
Earan, which had como in collision with the
Ville de Harre, wero landed at Plymonth.
It appears fion tho statements of the chiof
officers and entrics in the offieial log book,
tht after tho collision the Lock Farn,thoogb
taking in littlo or no water, was unable t>
s:il  Sho remained in mid-ocean for two or
throe days when a heavy gale came on, and
tha sea smashed in the Lulk-heads and tho
sides of the compartments.  Tho gale did
not ahate, water flowed in rapidly, and six
days alter the collision, by which time the
ship Dritizh Queen, Captain Masters, had
come up, tho ship was sbandoned. She
could at the best have floated not more than
a few hiours after that. TheBritiskQuccn was
bound from Philrdelpkia for Antwerp. ‘Tho
Loch Earn appears to have acted on tho un-
questionablo rule of the sea—that a stoamer
i3 bound to give way to asailing ship

Mr. Buckingham, formerly of the S:rat
ford Beacon, has been sclected by lon. Mr.
Macklazie ae his privato secretary— a pos:-
tion he will fill with rare ability.

A iisraco somewhat aimilar Ly tho cpizoo
tic, Lins Lroken out among the horses inlor-
onto. TheGreat Western Railway Company
is the priacipal sufferers yet.

«
FiS

CANNIBALISY IN FEEJEE, °

(From the Sucramento Union.)

Austrian papers state that their latest
news (rom Fecjoo was to tho effect that tho
rebellious tribes of mountainecers it Feojeo
had not yet been suppressed by King Cake
beau’s tronps.  On the Bay const there have
been some sharp fights. In ono of thefd,
which occurred on the 19th of July, neariNa
Cuta, a mountain town, two white plantors,
Phillip Juck, of the Bariver, and Giresham,
of Raki Raki, wore killed by the robels, and
four other settlers were wounded. I'he Feo-
joo Times, in an account of this fight, says
there were several natives killed and wound.
ed on the Government side, and a great
number also of the Kal Colos (this moun-
taineers). Tho forces had to miake their
attack up a steep hill. Awaiting them, tho
Kal Colos lay safely ensconceded until the
troops apnroachied, when a front and flank
firo was vpened on them by the moun-
taincers ; and then the opposing forces mot
in a hand-to-hand encounter, in whicn
bayonels, nxes, and clubs did deadly work.
The strugsle was too hot to last long, hotv-
over, aud the Kal Colos threw away thejs
weapons and everything they had and rag
for their lives. Two or three whites, with‘A
number of natives, followed them up tows
Na Culs, shot several in their chase awd
three in the town. which the Kal Colos st
fire to beforo tho Government party roachivll
it. R §

Three natives of tho Government forco
had becea shot a day or two before and tak-
en to tis town to be cooked and eaten,
Their heads were found stuck upon tlit]{a
and their bones placed on tho side ol
the path, in sight of every passerby. The
were hundreds of bones in the town whic]
had been cocked long before. ‘The nolp
rious Rokoqera and his uncle,who, it is saj
mundered Macintosh and Splers, have at 1a
been killed and eaton. Ono of tho Na Lotu
triboe (friendlies) came across one of the
two, wounded in the leg, and took swoet
rovengo for the Na Lotu man who had bean
driven out of his homo somo years past by
this man and his tribe. Ns Lotu spaton
his hand and said : * You burnt my toyp,
did you?" and then made a blow at ly
head with a battleaxs, and purposcly m‘xssp(i
his mark. fle again spat on his hande,
** You killed my people, did you?” 02

ile kept on tantalizing his victim for somg
timo unlil ho saw more men coming ug,
when, for fear of having the pleasure takan
out of his hands, ho chopped oif the
wrelch's hoad, then Lis arms and legs, :ug
cut his body into convenient piccos fog
carrying arvay. llo took the head to
creck, washed it, and brought it to
camp that the rest of them might bo satiyg-
ed as o its identity. Rokogera was also gy
up iato pieces and broughtin. Ono of &
massionarics would have them buried, butag
night tho piocces were dug up and takg
with soveral other bodies, to & respectalle
distanco from th. whites and cooked, tng
bukola lali (cannibal drum) heing beate:
all tho time, inviting those who might fg
inclined to como to tho feast. It is very
evident that the KalColos have got suchp
lesson that they nover dreamtof.  They arp
alrouly commencing to quarrel amnng thewy.
selves; thoso who had nothing to do with
the murders of the Burns family are accysy
ing thoso who did the deecd of bringing
this trouble upon them by murdering il

white men. Ly
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J. Wilson, june,. ... ... I

1 =t
2 Qaptain Gilmour, .......... .... 3
3 Lieut.Smytlb,.......... A 3
4 JohnClews, .. ..... ... ........ o3
5  John MEennu, jun., . . .......... 223
6 J, Rigby,. -...... s 22
T Lieut. M'Intyre,. ;. .. ..o 22
Competition F.—~£15. " 800 yards. Auny

vifle. Nine prizes.” " Ist, tho Bandreth prize
(presented by II.'D. Ban:lieth, Esq.) £35;
£3, £%, four of £1, sud two of 105, Seven

shots ; any position ; entrave> 7s 61, Open
to all comers.
Henry Fulton...... ... ...... iy
T. R. Walkipgton,. ........ ... .. 27
J.Boomery....c..oyiiaaian . 20
Liﬁﬂ'ﬁ Smyw,‘ vhbe bienae PRSI PR ;G_
. CRCTE SR teieveea 243
J. M'Kenns,jno.,. - ................ 23
Captain Mure,.................... 2t
Captain Gilmouty.................. 23
J.S. ey ean cciiiinn e 23

Competition F.—£15 Seven shets at 1000
yards, position any, any rifle. st prize,
presented by John Rigby, Esq., £5; Znd a
pieee of plate presented, by W.8myth, Esq.,
Glasgow; £33s, £2, four of £1, and two
of 10s. Open to all coiners, ¢ntrance, T3 61,

Liguts M/Intys@.. . oo cvnnvieneanens. 22
Jobn Clewa,. . vovviiyoaniann. PR |
R 8. JOyce, e gasecevcevansnraipss. 40
J.S. Lee,....... R 1
William Rigby,. . ... e eeeaeaea.s 18
Captain Gilmour, ......... P ¥ {
Mre. Boomer,. . ...l iianae 15
ieory Fulton,......... ... ... i4
J. M‘Kenna,....._. e e 14

Competition G.~ The Ingram Prize, £5 53,
with £10 added by the Associaticn. Seven
shots at 200 yards, any rifle. 1st, the In-
grani- prize, a Snider rifle of the highest
finish, value, £55s;2nd, £3; £2, four of £1,
and two of 10s, ‘Open to slt=comers,

Jobn Clews,eeeeariieaiennon... 25
Lieut, M'Untyre. ... vnena .. 34
Johm M'Kenna; juneg.eeeeeoeooooon 23
R.S. Joyee.. .. covvaaivnna i o 23
WM Kittriek, .o .o oL 23
Wo H Braddelly ... oo u2
J. laggart,. .. ...... e eteereaaeaae 42
T, M'Henry,..... e 22
Wllliam Rigby,.......... .o .. 22

The Belmont Cap—resented by Thomas
M©lare, g, M.P.for Belfast.. Open only
toitembers oft-the U.R.A, Ranges—800,
U0%; 1000, and 1,100 yards.  Five shots at
exch ringe. Any rifle—any position. En-
trance; 25 6d.  First prize, the Belmont Cup
to B¢ hield for one year by winner; must be
won 'three times before becoming the proper’
ty of any individual; 2nd and 3ud prizes, two
tbirds and one third, respectively, of en-
trunce money, less 10 per cent. towards ex-
penses of Association. N.B.—Tics in this
competition must bé shot.off—one shot each
at longest range till decided. <

i John Clews (Cup),. . covvvenn. .. y 60
2 AL Falton, «oeeivennoneinnunns 58
3. J. Wilson, jun ................ 57
4 J.MKeona, jun............ ... 51
5 Johu Rigby,........... e 54

The ex Empress Lugenic was deeply af-
fected at thejverdict and seutence inthe case
of Marshal Bazune. Her agitation was so
great that she wis compelled 1o postpone
the visit she was about to make to Queen
Vietoria. '

e s e o e e ———————

MEMORANDUM ON THE MILITIA SYS-
: TEM OF CANADA.

At times when changes in tho Mililary
Organization ‘of the country seem to he
impending, and when the management o}
the Mililin has passed into new hands, it
may not be considered out of place if I offer
a few obscrvations’ on a subject in whichl
take a deep professional “interest. The
queetion al issue 13 not one of mere detail;
it involves principles of which a due con
sideration is absolutely necessury if any
important changes be made in the present
eystem of militia, or if any Lroad scheme be
proposed of national defence.

Now in all matters involving large mili-
tary cxpenditurc thers is one problem
presenting itself under different aspeots,
which simple In its formula, is yet extremely
difficult ot solation: "The prablem may.be
stated in these torms :-~Given the number
of men required, end theefiiciency t» which
they are to -attain, 'what amount.of money
will bLe . anoually .noecessary? Or'ns itis
stated in Canada—Given the amount of
nmoney voted, and the number. of men
required, what is to ba the standard of
efficiency? Or again—Given the amount
of money and the required efficiency how
many men can. be. raised?’ This problem
comprises the whale pringipal of the organi-

. zation of s military force uhder ordinary

conditions, when the .natioual spirit ia not
excited by imminet. danger, or pot rouse
by enthusiastic feeling,

If these propositions be accepted, as con.|

taining at least the germs of truth, it may
be well—before enunciating any hew ideas
—te sce how they have been worked out
dvring the last few years, and what are the
present results of the military organization
in Canada,

Now it appears that when it becamo
probabls that the onus of providing for the
national defence would, by the wiibdrawal
of the Imperial forces, be thrown upoun the
Dowminion, a Commission was issued in the
year 1862 to report on asystem of militia suit-
able tor the reguirements -of the country.
On this commission, SirJobn MacDonald
Sir George Cartier, and other well"‘known
statemen—assisted by Colonel, now Gen-
eral Lysons—served, and the result was a
report, of which the subsiance was as fol..
lows :—1It was considered that the number,
of the active force should be filty thousand,

and that even this force (a very large in-

crease on any number previously organized)
would be insufficient in the event of invasioa
without the assistance of a strong body of
regular troops, and a powerful flget of. gun-
boats on the lakes. It was recommended
that the country should be divided ianto
Military districts, which should comprise
Regimental Divisions; that a permanent
head quarter, distriat, and regimental staff
should be maintained, and that the usual
period of training should befor twenty eight
days.

Had this report been acted upon, a force

respectable both in regard te numbers and|

efticiency would have been created ; but un-
fortunately, owing to the expenditure neces
sary to carry out the plan, it was not pleas-

ing to the House of Assembly ; consequently!

the Government which had embodied it in a
bill was defeated, and was obliged to resign.
In 1863 & Militia Bill was passed, consider-
ably moditied in regard to its provisions
from that which would have been requisite
had the report of the Commission been ap-
proved ;and this Act continued in foree wutil
the Confederation of the Dominion, when in

1568 the present Militia Bill received the
Royal Assent :

The basis of the system 18 (he ¢nrolment
of the whole of the wale populition be-

‘tween the ages of eighteen and sixty, not

exemptad or disqualified by law, and beiog
British subjects by birth or naturalizatiop.
This:forece—numberip gz in the four Provinces . .
of Ontario, Quebep, New . Brunswick .ai
Nova Bentia, 691,008—1s divided nto fo
classes. ‘I'he first comprises the unmarriedy
and widowers without children, betweea the
ages of eighteen and thirty ; the second, the
same description of persons under forty:fls@-
years of uge ; the third class .includes those
between eighteen and fortyfive who ave
married, or who are widowers with children

and thie fourth class coinprises the whole

the enrolled population between :forty-five
and sixty, From the total number. th@
enrolled, the Active Militia:—wlich, as the
law now stands, is limited £0-43,000 men--=-
is raised by voluntary enlistment, and enw
gaged for three years. Power is-given-o fill

'up the ranks by means of the ballot; buk

this power is in abeyance, and has not beea
resorted to even: when the members of tha
Active Militia have failen short of (hose de-
manded. The command of the whole forea
is vested im the Queen, and $hrough. Lier, in,
Her representative, the . Governor Ganeral,

-who is advised ou all questions relailing to

the Militia by the Minister of Milisia and
Defence—a Minister similar, a8 regards his: -
functions, to the Secretary .of State for War,
The actual discipline is under the Adjutant-
Generanl, who must be a field officer in the
regular army, and has the rask of Colonel in
the Militia,. Each district, of which thera
are eleven, vizi:—Four in Untario, three in
Quebec, one in. New Brunswick, one in Nova
Sootis, one in. Manitoba, and oue in British
Columbia, is under the command of Deputy
Adjutant-Generals, who have the rank of
Lieut.-Colonels, and who are assisted by
Brigade Mnjors, The period of drill during
peace time for the Activo Militia is to be nos
more than sixteen days and not less than
eight. Tho force assembled in 1872, amd
who: performed their regular period of six-
teen days’ druill, was 30,144,includiong officors.

.Of -thaese, 25,724 were infantry, 1,666 cav-

alry, 951 —with 40 guns—field artillery, and
1,697 garrison artillery. .. The estimates for
that year amounted to $1,549,400; of which
$560,000 was appropriatgd to. the pay and
allowances of the troops during thair
annual training, including the oxpense at-
tendant on encamping a portion 6f the force.
In the present ydar tho estimates were re-
duced, and the camps-in which the Militia
have for the past few seasons been exercised,
were not formed. ‘T'he minimum amount of
money to be applied to national defence was
fixed- at one million dollars ($1,000,000);
shortly before several Provinces were unitod
by Confederation, and it appears probable
that unless the House of Comamons had thus
been tied down: to the expenditure of a
specified sum, the estimates would have
been still further reduced. .

Taking the year 1872 as a sample of the
last-fow years, we .lind that rather over a
million and. a half of dollars was voted, and
that about 30,150 men were provided as the
force of the: active ‘miilitia, On these data
the following questions arise:—To what efli-
ciency did this foroe attain? . And given the
amount ‘of money, would it be better to
diminish the numbers and inerease the efiis
ciency, or to keep the force as it is? For w
lower the average standard of efficienvy
without altogether doing away with evon
the appearance of military training, would
be almost impossible. 'To reply to the first
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qftéstion is difficult, as tho results in the | to bistory can be given to those who broach

saveral Piovinces of the Dowinion were not
whtical, There were groat dillerences
befveen the regunents, some comparing
vafy favourably with the best of the militia
of\England, others inferior, in the matter of
tyatning to tho very worst. It would be of
liMle nvail to eriticizo sharply where the
cullies to bo contended with areso great,
o where those who have overconie them
debervo much pralse. Tho most noticeable
psint wastho apparent ignorance, in some
Imstances, of the oxistence of faulls which
wohld attract the attention of all who aro
cversant with military affairs; thoreby
fofeing the conclusion that unless some pat-
tarh should oxist to which the regiments
n¥ght conform, oficers and mnn would be
uMware of their shortcomings; and grad-
udly, but surely, the eficiency of the whole
face would yearly doteriorate. The second
question involves s¢ many considerations
thut its solution canmot be given in any
dégmatic form, but may receive an an-
swer from thoteachings of history, and from
i example of other nations. ‘I'o ravert to
fimt principles,—For what is a Military Force
required? First. to defend the country
agdinst external foes; Secondly, to actasa
1at resource in maintaing the power of the
law; ‘I'hirdly, but far in the background, to
béw symbol of the state which portains to
allmations aspiring to rank us such among
théir compeers.
JNow tho first and most important requisite
of it military force depends so entirely on
tht¢ position of the country to which it be
lorigs in regard to its neighbors, thatitis
impossible to consider it abstractedly, and
consequently the case ay regards Canada
must present itself per scin respect to the
question at issue. This great and growing
Dominion streatching from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, bounded on its southern tfrontier
bythe United States, and extending north-
wards into the forests and deserts of the
Arctio rogions, comprises a population of
not more than 4,000,000 of which by far the
greater porlion reside batween tho south
ezdtern shores of Lake Huron and tho At-
lantic. Putting aside therefore the Province
of 7British Columbia, which if war were to
break out must rely for its defence on other
help than could be furnished from Canada;
and the newly settled Provinco of Manito-
ba; which, borderingon a country almost as
thinly populated as itself, bas at present
more to fear from Indians, or the lnwless
hunters and traders of the west, than from
o ragular enemy, what may bo called Canada
iréper aad the Martime Provinces remain to
{)eldcalt with, ‘Theso present a frontier,
cofitiguous to the United States of about one
thousand (1,000) miles, whilst along the
const many harbours, for the most part
cJosed during tho winter morths furnish
shelter for shippingand points of defenco in
cadeof war, ‘Ihe only enemy that appears
tikoly seriously to threaten Canadais her
Y’O\Verful and now friendly neighbors the
nited States of America. There, in con-
tradistinclion to the condition of Europe,the
military force is reduced very low, the total
nbmber of regular troops being about 30,~
000, scattered for the most part on the In-
dig» frontier; whilst since the great civil
war, the Militia and Volunteers which con-
stijuted on cither side tho vast mojority of
the army have received but little trainng.
Ix fact the aspect]of affuirs appears so peaces
ful that some mey be tempted to question
the necossity on the part of Canada of keep-
ing up any military force, and to ask why
tho money so x:ipplied should not rather be
.amployed in eveloPing the resounrces of
he conntry, No reply excopt a referance

such opinions. ‘I'here, however, tho less-
ons havo been so often repeated that they
may be considered as coaclusive. Periods
of peace have never continued for any
length of time, and clear as the political
horizon now is, there are atill clouds no
larger porhaps thana man's hand which
may be seen by thoso who aro not dazzed
by its brilliancy. Oa t'e other hand, the
smaliness of tho forco at the disposal of tho
United States, pertnita her neighbour to
disponse with all but & skoleton of an army,
suflicient to be a nucleus of a larger force in
tho event of war, and adapted for the minor
but still necessary purposes already indicat-
ed. \What description of force is best suit
ed for these requirements is the question at
issne.

As long as a garrison of Imperial toops re-
mained in Canada (for the presont small
force at Halifaxis far too foeble even to man
its forts, and thereforo cannot be counted
for the defence of the country generally) the
Aotive Militia formed the s~coned line,
whilest the main body of enrolled men was
available as a resorve. The regular troops
furnished also a standard to which the mili-
tia wers bound as far as possible to conform,
and the several stations where thoy wero
quartered served as schools at which its offi
cers and non-commissioned officers might
acquire the rudiments of instruction and
become imbued with a proper military
spirit. With the departure of the Imperial
troops these advantages have disappeared,
and although it may truly be said that o
great and growiag nation such ss Canada
now 18, will feel its responsibilities and act
up to them, and will even by relylng on its
own strength increase in vigor when the
artificial supports aro witihulrawn, yet
tho difficulties engeudered by the ab-
sence of all professional soldiers must
be faced, and the want they supplied
be met, by some well degested plan.
Thero is o feeling in the Dominion
that the present militia system admirable in
its conception, and good in mauny of its de
tails yet scarcely fulfils the expectation on-
tertained when it was first framed, and that
the time has come [or a modification ol some
of its features. ‘T'o suggest any allernations
without first stating tho grounds for so
doing, would be prosumptuous, and it is
oanly by appealing to the teaching of recent
events on both sides of the Atlantic, that
any opinions that may be urged would
morit consideration.

‘The tirst instance that oocursis that of
the United States when the great war of
1861 broke out, and when the nation divided
into two hostile camps stroveto put forth its
whole strength either for aggression or de-
fence. Previous tothat event but a very small
regular force had been maintained ; bat the
severel States had organized a system of
militis, somo States cxcalling others in mili-
tary ardour and conscquently in the number
and efliciency of their troops, War commen- |
ced, large armies were organized, the small
regular forco furnished officers as far asit
was able to do 80; but on both sides during
tho first campaign, the troops were little |
better than armed mobs. The result was
that the war was greatly prolonged, and
much uscless slaughter of men and expendi-
ture of money were thoresult. It is almost
certain that il either sido had possessed but
a small body of well disciplined troops to
leaven tho larger masses, the battle of Bull's
Run would have resulted in tho capture of
Washington or Richmond, according to the
woight thrown into tho scale by the sogular
troops. It was only gradually that the

billigeronts fully recognized the fact that

tho military profession meant morethan the
mero wearing of uniform. The regular offi-
cers were, at the commencement of tho war,
looked upon with jealousy and their opin-
ions regarded as the results of professiinal
pedautry, Gradually, however, public foel
ing on this point changed, and itis a remark-
able fact that with scarcely sn exception no
officers acquired any wide renown on eithor
sida oxcopting thoso who had been educated
in the United Stales rogular armv. fhis
example is cited as showing that principles
rocognized in Europe have been proved by
practice as applicable to the condition of
society on this side of the Atiantic.

‘T'o tako more recent instances, the téack
ing of the Inst wars in Europe sppears to
point to two great results. One is that mo-
dern armies will in future be of vast size and
beyond the possiblity of being maintained at
full efliciency during times of peace, can-
sequently the greater portion of the forco
will partako of the character of Militia. The
second is, that theso short service men, and
whon the reserves aro callod oui, thoso
soldicrs who have roturned to civil life, re

niro Lighly educated officors and thorough

1y « nod non commissioned officers to lead
theia in timo of active service. This is the
system approved of in tho most highly or-
ganized of European armies, where the short
servico regular toops, and the landwahr are
officered by men whohave received consider-
able professional instruction,®

Now, to advocate for Canada any plan ap
proaching to that which prevails in Germany
would be manifestly absurd ; as,happily, tho
political condition of tho iwo nations, in ro-
gard to the necessity for military prepara
tion, is as different as it well can be: whilst
an attempt to enforce compulsory service in
Canada wouid, even if it wore spproved by
the peoplo through their representative,
tend to injuro tho prosperity of the country
by tho check it would cause to emigration.
‘The instance is merely quoted to show the
opinion held in the m)st military pation in
Euw upe of 1tho necessity of training for thoso
who aspire to lead troops, whether as offi-
ceis or in tho lower grades.

The inference to be drawn from thein-.
stances quoted would appear to be—That a
small force, well trained, and officered by
men who havo learned their profession, has
become n necessity for Canada; this force
being intended to serve as a training school,
and as a standard of comparison for the real
army of the country—i.c,, the Active and
the Keservo Militia.  An arguement may be
raised against this schome, on the ground
that the Imperial forces, although removed
from tho country,would, in theevent of war,
supply skillod officers to train the militia;
and that consequently the expenso which
the small force hero proposed would noces-
tilate, might bo an unnecessary burden on
the recources of the country. To thisit may
bo replied,—That a war that would involve
Capada in serious hostilities, would ba also
ono which would tax to their utmost the
resources of Great Britian, both in officors
and men. IHer own reserveo forcos would re
quire & supply of trained officers, and it
would bo diflicult to provide sufficient young
and energotic officers and non-commissioned
officers for her increased needs. The most
that Cunada could oxpect, irrespective of
any troops that might be sent to her aid,
would bo a staff'; and, as 2 mattor of course,
« supply of the material of war.

*NoTk.—In arccent roport on tho Swissdilitia,
whoro ils many shortcomings xu‘od)olnuyd out, it
is recognized as o fact by alt whoadvocato rrrnrm{
that o civic forco requires A thoroughly traiuod

professtonal army.
f(To boe continued.)

‘alaﬂ‘to guldo it, muoro, rather than less, thaun



