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EVER READY.

Unto the glory of Thy holy name,
Eternal God { whom I hoth love and fear,
Hero bear I wituess that I never camo
Before Thy throne and fuund Thee loath to hear,
Rut evor ready with an open car.
And though sometimes Thou seem’st Thy face to hido
As ono that hath his love withdrawn from mo,
Tis that my faith may to tho full bo tried,
And I thereby may only better soe
How weak I am when not upheld by Thee.

OVER LAND AND SEA.

Multitudes who welcome the approach of the
Sabbath, because it affords them a day of blessed relief
from toil, do not recognize it as a good gift of God;
yet the Sabbath is not known as a day of rest, where
God is not known.

The Church of Scotland according to its year book,
has 84 Presbyteries, 16 provincial Synods and 620,376
commuapicants, The increase of communicants during
the last twenty years has been 7,600 per annum. The
Home and Foreign Mission schemes incomes have fully
doubled during the last twenty-two years,

Rev. Dr. Scott, Moderator of the Church of
Scotland, in a recent sermon, deplores the ease with
which some give up the truth. He says that, in the
spirit of concession, they are willing to make pcace
with opponents hy accommodating the truth to what
are called the demands of an enlightened age. And so
one article of faith is superfluous, and another is an
open question. But they seldom consider that when
they begin to make concessions the battle is simply
lost—the more they concede the more they will be
asked to surrender.

Presbyterianism s:ems to thrive in the dark Con-
tinent, The Presbyterian Church of South Africa has
now its General Assembly, in which are represented
the Free Church, with three Presbyteries; the United
Presbyterian Church, with two Presbyteries ; the
separate Presbyteries of Natal, Cape Town, and the
Transvaal, and the rongregation of Port Elizabeth.
The united body claims to have 13,000 communicants,
of whom three-lourths are natives. Outside this com-
munity there are other two Presbyterian churches in
South Africa—the Dutch Reformed, with 160,000
members; and the Basuto Church, with over 9,000
members.

A citizen of Glasgow, who does not wish his name
to be disclosed, has made a gift of £5,000 to Glasgow
charatible and religious institutions. The Royal
Western Infirmaries cach receive £1,000; the Victoria
Infirmary, £3500; the Home Mission of Wellington
United Presbyterian Church, £1,000, and the Augmen-
tation Scheme of the United Presbyterian Church.

£3500.

In 1895, says Dr. Stalker, the number of apprehen-
sions for drunkenness in Glasgow was over 40,000,
Yet there were only two prosccutions of publicans for
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supplying liquor to intoxicated persons. In Liverpoo
there were 6,000 apprechensions for drunkenness, and 30
prosecutions. Which means that the law with regard
to this matter is practically a dead letter in Glasgow.
The Association for the Promotion of Tempsrance and
Morals has its work before it.

It is proposed to hold another great International
Exhibition in Glasgow in 1901. The beginning of the
20th century is, it is felt, an era in the history of the
human race worthy of a special effort and of some new
departure, and it is suggested that an Exhibition
illustrative of art, scicnee, invention, and industry
during the 1gth century wouid fitly and properly
inaugurate the 20th century in this great centre of
industry and commerce. The question is under constd-
eration by the Glasgow Corporation, and will, in all
fikelihood, be carried out.

Sunday is rigorously observed at Sandringham,
writes Mr. Arthur Beavan in the Sunday 3Magazine for
February describing the life of the Prince and Princess
of Wales in their country home. Save in an emer-
gency, no carriage 1s ever used, except for the Princess,
who is always driven to and from the church. Facing
the family pew in Saadringham Church is a smaller
one, with an ordinary bench in front, both of which are
occupied by the more distinguished of the house-party.
Here has sat many a Prime Minister- Mr. Gladstone,
Lord Rosebery, the Marquis of Salisbury, and, years
ago, Lord Beaconsfield.

It may be of interest to know what Church in the
world is accounted the wealthiest. This recognition is
generally assigned to the Orthodox Church of Russia.
As as evidence of this, it is stated ¢ that it could easily
pay the national debt of the empire, amounting to about
£200,000,000, or nearly Si,cot,c00,010, and yet not he
impoverished.” This seems :lmost incredible, but it
must be remembered that it has some very lucrative
sources of revenuc. One of the most profitableis the
sale of candles. Being *‘ consecrated candles,” there is
an enormous demand for them during the Easter
season.

Tee Rev. A. Aldridge, late Church of England
curate at Huddersfield, has applied to the Presbytery
of Yorkshire to be reccived into the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church of England. The application is
being considered.

Although missionasies worked in New Zealand
without any converts for cleven years, there are now
93.000 Christians in its population,

The Fiji Islands contributed Jast year to Foreign
Missionaries neatly S25,002.

Rev. S. A. Mutchmore, D.D., of the Presdylerian
Philadelphia, has given a library of 4,000 volumes to
Centre College, Danville, Ky,
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THE FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
WE publish in this issue a circular letter, signed by
the Convener and Secretary of ths Foreign Mis-
sion Committee, which Jsserves and no doubt will
receive more at’ntion than is generally given to circu-
lars. We do not agree with those who say that circu-
lars are useless, much less with those who relegate
them to the waste basket. The Standing Committees
of the General Assembly, are the Church's executive,
administering the Church’s work, and it is but natural
that occasions should arise when these execntive bodies
may deem it necessary to communicate with the Church,
which they represent and serve. That can only be
done by circular. It is therefore as much the duty of
every member of the Church to give attention to com-
munications of this kind, as to any other correspondence
the post may bring.

The statements in this circular are clear and unmis-
takeable, and may be summed up in three or four
propasitions. 1. The indebtedness at this date 1s
245,042, 2. The amount required for salaries of mis-
sionaries and other charges from this date to the end
of the Church year is $24,000, which added to the pre-
sent indebtedness, make $£69,642 the total amount
required before the joth April. 3. The total receipts
during March and April, last year, were about §30,000.
4. Assuming that the same amount will be received in
March and April of this year, the Fund will close this
year and hegin another with a debt of £30,642.

This 1s the bald statement given to us by the Com-
mittee, which it was their duty to do. As to the cause
of this state of affairs they say: ¢ The Committee
think 1t proper to state that this present emergency
does not anse because of diminished contributions on
the part of the Church, for these are fully equal to what
they yere at the corresponding period last year. The
indebtedness arises partly because of diminution in the
amount received from legacies and especially because
of the expansion of the work within the past eighteen
months. The Committee were most unwilling to
declinc oflers of service from several men and women
who felt called to the work. They were also unwilling
rot to avail themselves of openings in several of the
fields for the expansion of the work. . . . Surelyit
is more creditable to the Church and more in accor-
dance with the mind of the Master that we enter into
the new doors that are being opened in the Providence
of God, in connection with the fields in which our work
is carried on.” Nobody doubts the correctness of that
statement. Itis the duty of the Church and more 10
her credit to follow the leadings of Providence, and
enter new doors as they open.  The only limitation can
be, the ability of the Church to provide the means, and
none will assest that the Church has yet put forth her
strength.

What then does the Committee propose ? They
borrow a leaf from the English Presbyterian Church,
who last year, during a week of self-denial, successfully
met a similar emergency. They ask that the weck,
beginning with the 14th and ending with the 2z1st
March, be consecrated to this effort, Sessions and
ministers are asked to appeal to their congregations,
either by personal canvass, or by the distribution of
special envelopes, which the Committee will furnish in
any required quantities, and which may be laid upon
the collection plate on the Lord’s Day, the 215t March,
Arrangements have been made by which all receipts will
be acknowledged during the week following the 21st
March, in both the Toronto Globe and M.ailand Empire,
that the whole Church who will be interested in this
appeal may know the result from day to daylas they are
reccived by the Treasurer, Rev. R, H. Warden, D. D.
We trust the response will not be disappointing. It of
course goes without saying, that success or failure lies
with the ministry of the Church. Hearty co-operation
on their part will fremove the] burden, indifference or
hostility will mean defeat. There have been a succes-
sion of appeals for famine relief in both Armenia and
India, but our Church is both wide and wealthy, andin
this case her honor is at stake, Our missionaries have
gone forth, in dependence upon the promise of support.
These promises must be literally fulfilled. It would be
an intollerable disgrace if it were found necessary to
recall any of these faithful workers. That would be
worse than a breach of contract with man, it would be
an act of disioyalty to the Head of the Church, whose
work it is, and whose blessing is bestowed or withheld
according to our faithfulness.

Sessions are asked to maxe this appeal known to
their S-bbath schools, Bible classes, and Christian
Endeavor societies. The funds of the Church owe very
much to the young people. Their enthusiasm is easily
kindled. If the appeal reaches them, we confidently
anticipate tangible results,

The Committee rightly asks that a spirit of prayer-
fulness should characterize this **self-denial” week.
“Ask and receive that your joy may be full.” Is it too
much to expect that this effort will not only remove the
burden, but be the occasion of enlarged faith and effi-
ciency both at home and abroad ?

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND

For several months a correspor.dence has been con-
ducted in the columns of 2 contemporary, the Northern
Presbyterian, in which the Aged and Infirm Ministers® Fund
and its committee bave been discussed at great length and
from several points of view. The controversy furnishes an
object lesson from which the church can draw but small
satisfaction. It seems to us to have been characterized by
one-sidedness, an ignorance of facts and what is more to be
deplored than all a want of the proper spirit in which criti-
cism ought to be offered concerning the great and sacred
wark of the church. Criticism and controversy have an
important place wn the councils of the church; an haterchange
of opinion is not only desirable, but nccessary, and if given
with pur2 motives and good judgment ought only be pro-
ductive of gocd.  Rut here wisdom and tack are particularly
essential and with respect to the controversy referred to,
the reader is not left in doubt as to the rashness, and the
crudeness of the views advanced and of the utter injustic
of many of the statements made or their obvious inferences.

We speak by the book in saying that than the Committee
intrusted with the management of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers' Fund, no body of menin the church to day are
moraworthy of theconfidenceof thechurch. Clericalandlay,
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they have proved themselves in the vineyad as able and
dovoted and dianterested workers.  The  question arises,
“ can the church afford to encourage a  systemmatic, per-
sistent, and unfair depreciation of one of its comnnttees, the
personnel of which stands at least on a good average level
with the best in the church?”  We believe the church can-
not afford to doso, and we deplore the tendency manifested
in quarters whence better things were to be expected, to
give way to ceaseless cavil and morbid discontent,

The Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund is one of the
great schemes of the church; the object it seeks to accom-
plish is worthy beyond all prase, and is one that ought to
appeal to the sympathies of the ministers and of the mem-
bers of the church very strongly, Much time has been
devoted to its interests, yet great efforts have been found
necessary to make ends meet. Why ? chiefly, because
ministers themselves, for whose benefit the fund is designed
have stood in the way. Thereasons for 50 doing have been
various. The purcly business side has been too much
canvassed. There has been something like a strike for

better terms. Certain individuals have striven hard to
discredit the whole scheme, because in their cases the

church had had to apply a rule applicable to all, and found
necessary 1n order to make limited means mcet certain
demands. The Fund, one time, the committee another,
has been merailessly and unfairly criticised by men who have
been prejudiced by self-interest, or who, takingadisinterested
stand, ought to have known better.  We say this fearless of
successful contradicion.  We do not by this mean to say
that there 1s no room for improvement, or that the regulations
of the Fund are perfect. But what we do say is that, not
the Committee, who in season and out of season, is doing
its best to manage the Fund honestly and successfully, but
the General Assembly is the centra of responsibility. The
affairs of the Commuttee are dealt with in General Assembly;
on the floor of that body should be heard the complaints
and not during the interval between meetings. We said as
much once before, and were answered that the General
Assembly will not listen to the petitions sent up by old
mimisters who wield no more influence. But if the
Assembly be unjust to complainants, that is no reason why
complamants should be unjust to the committee which is
the humble servant of the church.

To put the Fundin a position adequately to {ulfil its whole
duty as it would like to do and longs to do, more money is
necessary. Give the commattee funds and you critics will
see how liberal and generous it has the heart to be, provided
the General Assembly permits it.  But how has its most
urgent apeals been answered, even by some of the cavillers?
Pulpits refused, collections refused, cruel letters written,
and a general hostlity which would be inexplicable to any
one ignorant of the intluential place filled by old human
nature in the Christian church.  Year by year ministers ate
growing old, nearing the period when o'y the Aged and
Infirm Fund remains for them, and yet .. the hey-day of
vigour, too many, alas, throw wvery obstacle possible in the
way of reaching an adcquate Fund which it would be the
pride of the church to administer for their comfort and
support when the necessity arose.  The most thoughtless
and crucl to their class, to-day, in this respect, in the wide
church, are the ministers themselves, and as they sow, so
shall they reap.

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PROHIBITION
PLEBISCITE.

The Hon. Sydney Fisher, Minister of Agriculture,
who is himself a lifc-long Prohibitionist, made a ringing
speech at the Prohibition Cunvention in Montreal last
week, which ought to put life into the preparations for
the coming contest. He gave the positive assurance

that the bill authorizing the Plebiscite was under con-
sideration by the Government and would be presented
at the carliest opportunity. It was being prepared by
Sir Oliver Mowat who had stamped upon the laws cof
.Ontario and particularly upon its liccizse laws his own
strong views. e also stated distinctiy that if the
temperance people won in this campaign a prohibitory
law would follow and the,liquor tratlic would be killed
in this country.

In view of these statements the friends of prohibition
ought to feel that the contest which isnow approaching
is the most important that has ever been proposed on
this question and that if they are successful it will be no
empty victory as the various provincial Plebiscites have
proved to be.

For this very reason, however, as Mr. Fisher warned
his hearers, the oppasition of those interested in the
traffic will be all the keener. They fully understand
that they will be fighting for their very life. If in
previous campaigns, which only meant principle and
not law, they did not hesitate to draw upon the hundreds
of thousands of dollars—perhaps the millions which bad
been made in this business to defeat the temperance
people, it may be well believed that in the present case
money will be forthcoming in unlimited abundance.
The temperance people of the country must not suppose
they are going to have a walk over. On the contrary it
will be the hardest battle of their life—more intense than
any political campaign. Success will not be obtained
without organization in every province and in every
part of the country. And organization will not be
effective without money. We are glad to see that the
Prohibitory Alliance has taken measures for organizing
the English speakiog portions of Quebec and hasissued
a call for S10,000. Ve hope they will get every dollar
of the amount before the campaign opens. We trust
they may also be successful in securing the liearty
co-operation ot the Roman Catholic authorities. This
isa guestion on which good strorg mandaments would
be in order. We trust soon to see every province in
the Dominion taking steps to bring out the full vote in
favor of prohibition. We believe it will prove to be a
clear majority—if that can be done. Happily the vote
will be free from other political questions and the
ordinary lines of cleavage will not obtain. It is well
that both parties should have a share in the glory of the
victory that may be won.

Armoulan Fund. Tye Review has received from Mr,
Grant, missionary at Pincher Creek, Albt., the sum of
$a.50 for the Armenian Fund made up as follows: Mr.
R. Duthie $1.00, Mrs. \Wm. Burgess $1.00, Mr. Wood
50 cents,

Tho Schomos of the The Rev. Dr. Warden sends us the

Church. following comparative statement of
money, for the Schemes if the Church, to the 28th
February, 186 and 1897 :—

SCHEMES. 1894, 1847,
Homo Mirsions . .« $51,3468.37 ..., §16,160.55
Augraentation ... 13,7190.01 ..., 1282038
Foreign Misaiong....ceve0.. 35,770.48 .,.. 38,6622
Widows® and Orphans’ Fund... 309RAT ... 3A4TH4
Aged and Infiem Ministera' Fond 450009 (... 120853
Asgembly Feond... . 206999 ... 220023
Rnex College..... 416241 ... 475003
Manitota Collego..n. 1650 Lo.. 0 2,088.40
French Evangelization ..o 1247203 ... 13,700.15
Point aux Trembles..... veeess  BRGOAL ... 5876206

The noblest gilt to fercign missions in our century is
racorded in the presentotion of twelve thousard pounds to
the Victorian General Assembly by Dr. John G. Paton,
asthe proceeds of s eclebrated book, Life in the Hebrides,
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" QUESSES AT THE RIDDLE OF EXISTENOE " BY PROF.
GOLDWIN SMITH.

Waittens for the Review

Goldwin Smuth has pubhshed o small volume consisting
of five vays, two of which appeared i the North Amcrican
Review and onemn the Fernm They allde dwiththegreatest
problemsthat can engage human thought. s there another
hfe?  How shonld the chureh regard the Scnptures of the
Old and New Testament ? s the supernatural element
in Chrstiamity to be aceypted ? If the doctrine o1 one God
v abandoned, can our system of morals be maintained ?
What solutions can be given to the en.gmasof hfe?™  The
author discusses these problems, and as the conclusion of
the whole matter declares himself an agnostic. He docs
not know whether there be a God or not. He does know
that the Bible 1s not aninspired book, he does know that
the muraculous clement in the Old Testament and New s
mythical, that there was no fall of man, and that consequently
there 15no need of an atonement, that there was no incar-
nation nor resurrection of Christ, but whether there is to be
a future state he does not know. He believes the best
schulars have already rejected the inspiration of the Bible
and that many more of the clergy would do so if they were
free. But they are bound, their ¢ bread and butter’ is at
stake.  What would become of them if the collapse were
to come suddenly? A few, the celibates amongst them
might strke out in new directions, become leaders in the
new order of things, but the majority would be stranded.
What could they do?  He feels some alarm as to the tran-
sition state when the world has lost faith in the Bible and
has not won another faith in its place. There 1may then be
a bad quarter of an hour.  Philosophers will be: zept right,
of cour-¢, not only by their philosophy but by the character
which dedication to philosophy implies, although he admits
that he lnmself has witnessed the case of a highly educated
mind to whom the leap from theism to agnosticism proved
morally fatal.  The social shock occasioned by the depar-
ture of reliion would be severe, but the apprehension ot
this, as well as the influence of habit and fashion will lead
men to support the church in which they no longer believe.
What a striking illustration of the Apostle’s word, is all this,
nay we not say, what 2 proof of the inspiration of the
Apostle’s word.  * When in the wisdom of God the world
by wisdon know not God, it pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save them  that believe.” Professor
Snuth 15 2 man of ditinguished ability, he has read exten-
sively and thought profoundly, but it is all human intellect,
and human intellect has not yet solved the riddle of existence,
and greater intellects than Goldwin  Smith's have tried it.
The child of faith knows more than the man of unbelief.
*“What man knoweth the things of a man save the Spirit of
man which 15 1n him, ¢ven so the things of God knoweth
no man but the Spint of God.  Now we have received not
the spant of the warld, but the Spint which 15 of God tha
we mirght knuw the thungs that are freely given to us of God.”
That 1s the eternal prineiple and it eannot be evaded.  N¢
one needs to be greatly alarmed by this ultimatum from
Goldwm Smuth. It 15 only another example of which we
have had many before, and such is  another proof of the
truth, the prafoundspintuality of Seripture teaching.  Christ
knew what 15 1n man, and told usbefore hand what was to
be.  The philosopher may speculate, the critic may use his
lance and s sealpel as much and as long as he pleases,
but he never will discover by these alone, in animal or in
p'ant, much less in the iving Woard, the secret of life, the true
salutinn of the enigmas of our exister ce.  There is a spintual
cve which must be opencd, and when it is, its objects of
vision are no less real and indisputable than those seen by
the intellect or hodily eye. Lot any man testify who has
lived a hfe of taith upoan the Son of Gad, who has nourished
his soul npon the Word of God, who ha found out that no
maore cert anly does bread nounsh and strengthen the body
than the Throne of Grace and the hving Word strengthen
and nourish the soui. He knows nothing, it may be, ahout
the concanwns of the scholarly entie, but his knowledge 1s
decper miore profound, an expenmental knowledge that
speculative theones €an neves overthrow, which the philo-
sopher does not and cannot understand.

Wehave called this Geldwi: Smuth’s ulimation. We trust
itis not. He s an old man now, and much esteemed for
many excellent qualities of head and heart. It would be a
great joy to many of his admirers, to read yet another
dchiverence, a declaration that he has discavered positive
truth, and rests upon the Rock of Ages.
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The process by which he has reachod his conclusions is
not new. It is the old story of difiiculties n the Bible, and
the old difficultics. He thinks of God had really spoken
He would not allow any imperfections and that he  would
put the . 1dence beyond question. It would be so plainly
an spired utterance than none could dispute it. ‘1hatis
the way in waich Goldwin Smith would bhave inspired a
book, hut it scems that God has pursucd a difierent course.
Is it possible, he asks, that if God ntended to reveal truth
necessary to man's salvation, He would have left us in such
a maze of uncertainity and allow so many to perish without
. Might we not answer, hy asking how it 1s possible that

jod allowed so many to die of a loathesome disease belore

vaccnation was discovernd. But He did. That is Ins
method and to refuse to believe what we do understand
because clouds and darkness are around and about Hum,
is not wise,

The value of his criticism has been estimated by
Professor George Adam Smith in a lecture delivered before
the University of Chicagon these words.  * Prof. Goldwin
Smith ignores scienuific criticism and has published an
article which would have been out of date thirty years ago.
He interprets the Old Testament in the most unecientific
methods.”  * [t is a hard word to say of the work of sucha
man, but a more crude and unreasonable utterance upon
the Old Testament has seldom issuud from the press.”
These are the words of an achnowledped authority in
Biblical criticism which it 1s well known Goldwin Smith is
not and never claimed to be. He has simply followed
destructive criticism to its legitimate conclusion, and his
example ought not to be without warning,.

We would like to quote a parageaph from Dr. Liddon
a still abler man, one who excels Goldwin Smith even in
the command of forceful English for which heis so justly
distinguished Dr. Liddon wnites * Meanwhile the destructive
criticism, though against its will, does Christian Faith a
service. It clears away the brushwood which in many well
meaning but confused souls obscures the interval between
an infidel premise and its real conclusion; and it exhibits
the naked truth, that between the Adoratien of our Lord
Jesus Christ as God and the rejection of Him altogether
there is noreasonable standing ground.  When thus  alter-
native is once presented to a rehigions and well ordered mind
there arce profound and moral instincts not to speak of a
higher assistance which comes from Heaven—that may be
trusted to solve the prablem. ¢ Lord, lift Thou up the light
of Thy countenance upon us.""—R. P. M.

SACRAMENTAL GRACE.
BY REV, THOMAS NATTRESS, B A
For the Review.

It has been lately said by a very clever writer that
Presbyterian and other non-Episcopal ministers ‘‘do
not claim to administer Sacramental Grace.” This
is true in the strictly literal sense, and yet the state-
ment expresses little better than a half truth. Admit
the primary meaning of the words as true; we are yet
prepared to discuss the question frankly with any sup-
posed opponents, and to find that, though our decision
may be an agreement to differ, this *¢ agreeing to differ
may yet be a form of agreement rather than a form of
difference.”

Though we *‘do not claim to administer Sacramental
Grace,” this is not to say that we do not believe in any
sense in Sacramental Grace. 1 speak for myself as a
minister n and of the Presbyterian Church, but think
that 1 relate the belief of the ministers, the elders, and
the deacons of our Church, and of the great majority of
the communicants as well, when I say: that, in the
observance of the Lord’s Supper 1 become a recipient of
Divine Grace inasmuch as, (1) I obey the Lora's com-
mand ; (2) | commemorate an all.important fact in the
Divine economy of grace, and do so both with the rea-
son that the Lord has commanded me, and with the
double purpose of calling to mind the fact accomplished
by Christ on His cross and by His resurrection, another
fact to be accomplished by Him in His second coming,
(3) I profess my faith in Jesus Christ and renew my
obligatirn to scrve Him wha loves me and has given
His life for me, whom I love and reverence; (4) I bear
witness to the facts of the cross in the rite which I (in
company with others His followers) observe, and my
witness is seen by my fellow-believers, by the non.
professed and by the unbelievers who are present, all
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of which I believe to be part of the Lord's intention ;
(5) my observance of the Lord’s Supper is preceded by
and accompanied by self-examination s to the facts of
and ¢h - reality of my Christian faith ; (6) in the obser-
v o of the rite I cultivate a sense ot unity with the
Lord and with His people, the Catholic Church—and
not merely the congregaticn or the particular branch of
the Church Catholic to which I belong immediately ;
and (7) I tell to ali who view my act that earth and
heaven are harmonized in and by Christ Jesus, Son of
God and Son of man.

The Presbyterian Church in all her branches num-
bers about 5,000,000 communicants, more than 20,000,-
ooo adherents, and over 27,000 ministers. 1f these
were not sensible, individually and collectively, of the
reception of Divine Grace, Sacramental and other,
would they be the zealous, agressive missionary power
they are and have been, living harmoniously alongside
of and co-operating with their neighbors, Episcopal aed
non-Episcopal ?

1 am fully convinced that there is much less differ-
ence of belief between us on this and many other ques-
tions than either the mujority of Anglicans or the
majority of Presbyterians take for granted. Thereis
more confounding of terms than divergence of belief.

It is further stated by the same writer, already
referred to, that we maintain that the benefits of the
sacraments are purely subjective. Of necessity the
benefits of the Lord's Supper are primarily subjective;
but ultimately objective as well, for the quickening of
faith and life experienced by the individual participants
will find an exponent in the congregation and beyond
it. In the Bapusm of infants the benefit to the
baptised child must be primarily objective.

It cannot be doubted but that, in the manner
described, the Sacraments are channels of grace and
aids to holy living. But not so the sacrament con-
sidered in itself, and apart from the faith of the
recipient.

‘t Anglo Catholics connect salvation with the sacra-
ments and with faith and repentance,’ says this writre.
So do we. But neither they nor we hold that no single
soul zan possibly be saved without the Sacramets. To
hold this extreme doctrine would be to place the
Sacrarments upon much the same level with the extreme
unction of the Latin Church. Yet it is every Christian’s
duty both to observe the sacraments himself and have
a cace that others observe them too.

A great deal has been said by many writers, not to
say controversialists, upon the validity of a Sacrament.
Into this question we do not now propose to enter,
except to say that it is a valid Sacrament we contem-
plate. Do, then, **valid sacraments remit sins?
Nor are we here so widely variant as might be sup-
posed ; either as regards the Lord’s Supper, the proper
observance of which is surely fruitful of Christian faith
and calculated to induce repentance ; nor yet in relation
to the Sacrament of Baptism, in which, though the
child be the subject of the sacred rite, it is always the
faith of the adult person that is contemplated. But to
say that a sacrament, when it is valid and because it
is a valid sacrament, remits sins, with the meaning that
the unqualified statement necessarily conveys, is to go
over entirely to the position taken by the Latin Church.
We are not prepared to accept the doctrine of Baptis-
mal Regeneration—in the liberal sense.,

It was Zwingle, and not Calvin or John Knox, who
held the bald view of the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper, viz., that it is 2 mere commemorative rite,

Ambherstburg, Ont,

THE POWER OF PLEASURE.

The great and growing power of pleasure must be
admitted by every careful student of the tendencies of
the times. The increased and constantly ircreasing
supply of the mieans of excitement, self-indulgence, and
social dissipation is a distinguishing feature of our
generation. In modern society amusement is more and
more coming to be regarded as one of the supreme ends
for which men live. The old ideals of Puritanism,
which emphasized the grandeur and seriousness of
living, are rapidly giving place to the worship of the
Epicureanism that would measure the days by the

s,
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pulsations of pleasure they bring. Things must have
reached a crists when they call forth a protest from a
plulosopher as broad in his tolerance and sympathies
as John Motley. That far {rom straitlaced thinker and
writer expressed, in a recent speech, the fear that the
young people of this genvration are inclined to take
their antusements too serivusly and the business of life
too lightly, Exhilarating cxercise was not depreciated
by him. On the contrary, he declared that he could
view with delight the whole population of the country,
male and female, old and young, racing about on
bicycles, if unly they would observe duc laws of moral
proportion, and reserve their mam energies for duty,

Here the man who persistently pains Christians by
spelling the name of God with a little g joins hands
with ministers of the gospel in calling attention to that
lack of moral proportion in pleasure-secking which is
debasiog the higher life of our generation  Amusement
men must and onght to have. 1n the rusa and roar of
living there must be a restful pause in which the worker
can find that recreation which will fit him for renewed
activity. Lvery young man should have his favorite
pastime—his baseball, football. golf or cycling—but it
shouid be kept in its place and not be aliowed to become
the business of life. Maintaining strength of body and
mind in vigor is a duty, but it is a duty which ought
ever to be subordinated to other and higher duties—
duties to our spiritual self, to our fellows, and to our
‘Jod. To emphasize amusement as the chief concern
of life is to sell our birthright for a mess of pottage, and
to renounce the crown ot maunhood for the sensuous
gratifications of a merely animal existence.

The power of pleasure over a man’s life tests the
height of his moral stature. So long as it is servant,
pleasure cheers, helps and strengthens him, but the
moment it becomes his master he drifts into a chaos of
character which can mean nothing but confusion for his
finer sensibilities and shipwreck for the idezls which
shone before him in his noblest moods. He onlyis free
whom the truth makes free. The slave of pleasure is
imprisoned in a narrowing cell which not only shuts out
the light of heaven, but ultimately crushes the soul into
despair and death.

John the apostle has spoken a message of peculiar
significance for our pleasure-loving age. Its solemn
truth should startle those who make an amusement of
life and a business of pleasure into 2 realization of their
folly. ** For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes aud the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the Just thereof; but he that doeth
the will of God abideth forever.” To John the world
was but a huge Vauity Fair, all alive at night with light
and cnjoyment and music, but in the morning nothing
is left except the trodden grass and a broken pole or
two to mark where it had been, It was passing away
like a stage picture upon which the curtain would soon
fall. There was nothing permanent aboutit. Thatold
message has to be repeated urgently and loudly in our
day. The world that is bulks so largely in the eyes of
the multitude that they cannot see the world to come
with ith its abiding joys. Pleasure-seekers have a
witness to this truth in their own hearts and experience,
for the pessimism which constantly dogs the footsteps
of their pleasure comes from the revolt of the soul that
will not be satisfied with the husks of time but hungers
for the bread of eternity. *“ In thy presence is fulness
of joy ; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore."—
New York Olscrver.

FAMILY PRAYER.

It is impossible to deny the sad fact that the custom of
family prayer has fallen into disuse 1 Christian homes to
an extentserious to contemplateduring these end-of-cenutury
days. And what makes it most serious is the disastrous
cffects we have every reason to fear when the clildren in
present prayerless Christian homes take their places in the
world’s work and struggle.  As a type of the present pre-
vailing condition of things, an active, intelligent business
man was relating his experience in the matte. of private
prayer. ‘Crained by a Christian father, he had maintained
the habit from childhood. When at school his anthmetic

and aigebra were a trial, yet he always found great help in
asking God to help him through; and whenever he met a
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THE L/TTLE FOLK- Mr. Throckton laughed again as the rocollestion deflned itselt

more clearly. **So you aro the little chap that waso't bepging?™
T © Yos, air,” and Beroard Iaid tho ailver coin on the table beside
JOHN THROCKTONS GUARDIAN. Mr. Throckton's hand.

Tho wan of bustneas appeared to bo interested. ¢ Well, my
littlo follow,” he aald, **I confess you have taken mo by surprise.”
He leaned back in his arm chair, and regarded the bay narrowly,
while he slipped tho quarter iu his veat pocket. Mr. Throckton
Iiked to investigate tho motives and actiona that sremed steango to

¢ Please, sir, I-nd m»a quarter.”

It was & small, ragged boy that repeated the request, addressing
a number of passing men oee winter night by the light of the
street lamps. Bemo of tho men shook their heads ; others passed

on withont nuticing tho appeal.  Finally two men who wwere watkd ‘ )

.y bhim, Directly ho resuined :
ivg together stapped . N . .
g., Why dou't you sak mo to give you a quarter?” oneof the* - ** Now, little boy, if you don't mind telliog me, I should very
men yuostioned *"ie boy. + much liko to koow why you returned this money. Dida't you
** Becauso 1'm a-goiug te give it back to you,” was tho prompt und_en;t:nd at tho time that 1 nover expacted to sco it or you
. . Yt . rin'.” Bgaln . .
r p'lI?ho m‘ln.li:’t:eges:;: altogether ploassutly. “X kind of theoght that a way, sir,” said Bernard; ‘but 1
** Look littleomm' I lend n:oney olt:ly on go;d secarity. \What dida’t "low as that mado any difference.”
sccurily can you in; mo?"” “Yes, I see,” said Mr. Throckton, *‘you wanted me to feel
e \'?;urity?" grepea!cd the boy, helplessly. Then two eager that you were honeat, and it isn't & bad thing to plumo one's zelf
0 ) . * » HE )
eyes brightened as tho meaning of the word was suggested, and he on':“h"' . Was th‘.‘ it? , " . od
alded : ** Nonp—only my word and williu’ness to work.” No, sir. I doo't know as "twas,” answered littlo Bornard,
The man laughed a geeat haw, baw thoaghtfully, looking his questicner in the oyes. ¢ Ic was more
*(lvod ! You'so earncd your. mon.c)’ little Ready Wits,” he this way: If1 hado’t brought you back your meoncy, you would
said. a3 ho tossed a qu;ncr 10 tho bot l:nd started up the ;!"“ have thought { was deccivin® you. Then ’sposin’ somebody else’d
wilh, his friend 5 sak you fer somethin’, some one as was real hooest and needin’,

«p] . .y and you, thiokin® of mo and the mean trick I'd played on von,
cass, sir, you ain't told mo your name yet, nor where you would say, *No,' to the other fellow, then I'd bo ‘sponsible. Id
live,” puraued the boy. » ' "

 Not dono with you yot 2" said tho man sharply, as he stopped 0o ep-asidle fer makia’ you mean aod s'picious and enfeclio’'—
. . t . . . sce?™

(1} Q *
;ﬁ;‘::, Aro you gotting up a directory in the interes: of beggars, Mr. Throcktop did not smile now. His finc, self.satisfied face
“*No, air,” replied the little fellow, seriously; *it's in the flushed as ho looked st thc carneat little speaker before.him. 'Ho
intereat ’of o.u w ! ’ ’ was perhaps more surprised now than he had cver beea in his life.
to Both mfn l;ughed. Ho was touched, too. The idea of this crude, littl~, common,
T . . 8 . strect boy considering himsclf responsible for the doings ot John
viow ::_:2;:?:?::;: J;: l:; :‘:l :?:h::;l:nd Ilive at No. 16 Fair Throcktun! The man felt bis harduess cbbiog away, and in its
l Mz, Juh:; Throcklons‘l house ;a:l lug:.&nd handsome, and fall place thero camo to him a desire to do somethiog good and worthy
of ﬁ.ne faroitare and works of art. He was very rich b'ut. by no with his money. And what better thiag could he de, he reasoned,

’

. P b i i { saving bi
means genesous with his monoy. Ho hed given in this izstance than to caro for this chila that had beea the means of saving bim

- . . {rom his own sclfishness?
m.ercly ‘out of caprice The boy's manoer of askiog h.ad smused Mr. Throckton's acqueintances were considerably amazed when
him. Seldom did ke give eo much &z a quarter for zharity.

Meanwhile, little Bernard Wells invested tho borrowed quarter they l.carnod that the Pn;:ht fa liztlo boy that had appelfed
. R . N . often in Mre. Throckton's curapany, wee an erphan whom the rich
in a Laf of bread, a little piece of meat, and alitto paperof tea,

and ca ried the provisions home. His home was a_single room in ma.x‘: had adopted. A friend 22id to him one day ¢ il
a poor tenement-house. His father was desd, and his mother I wonder youace not afraid 10 axaumo 80 great a responsibility
’

. . 1y
made aliviog sewing on shirts. This week, howerver, she had .‘Jr.“T g;o;::f:i’:; t::,g;;r:;::;?:i g:.zﬁlr::‘;md Mr. Throckton
been toe 1li to work, and her meney was all apent. with a smile. -

4 Oh, Bernard, where did you get theac things?” AMrs Welle ——
nsked when her 202 cams iz, PUSSY WENT FISHING.

Deroard told his atory.

** \Wo must retain the money as s0on as possible,” said the
n.other,

But Mra. Wells was a0t ablo to go back to her work. Bernard
oarned a little mncncy now seliing newspapers, but this was noeded
to Luy {01 and cval.  Finally, Mre. Wells died, and a brother of
Dernard's {atker, a poor, hand workiog map, came forwa~d and
offered the httlo boy a home. Beroant worked for bis sncly, who
kept a littlo etore. Bat the toy was not given any money. Once
Besuard asked for & quarter that he might pay e Throckion.
snd was lzughed at by his vacle.

** Joha Tarvzkton has too much meaey alresdy,” the man said,
* He's cae of tho richest mea in the towd, and one of the meansst,
1 guess I oot want him to any of my querters.”

A year passed. Bernand did not forget his obligation to Mr.
Throckten. Many were the plans that he made {or redeemiag hia
pledged werd,

Qoo Jay when he was passiog along a crowded street, it was
his good fortune 10 find a pair of eye-glasses that a lady had acci- e
deatally dropped, and the Iady rewanded bim with a quarter. THE BOY AND THE POLICEMAN.

Bernard 3et oot immediately for N 10 Fairviow avease,
“How pieasnd mither will be? I hope she koowa ™ he thought
to tumseif a3 to hurned along with a light, springy geit. His
neps wero ot lighter than hus heart. It was aboot five o'tlock,
and 3z, Throckton bad returned from hia bankiag-house and waa

his htrary. H t particulari « and he told th .
[0 o A ¢ wasmet particalariy eagaged, and he told the ooald. A hig policeman camo rend a ovrner where the people

wTEING mAD o shaw tho boy in. were hervio A K
N - viag in every directicn, and beckoned to a amall bo
' 1 :amota pay yea thequarter, Mr. Throckten,” said Berrard,  gtanding inside the dogny of a tig expross cffice.  Tho bay cm’;
aicanany oto the spicadid ro-m, and hoilding cat the money.  runnmirg ont.  He bad no overceat nor gloves. Hae turned the
1 mmach 15~ to Faa ter trua'in mo; § couldn't it atfer yeu  Onor. 33d there was a newastazd madoof two soap bozes. A
ADY 330DET. man wanted to tuy a paper. The jeiiceman watched the atand
24 ) . frem hus post en the cevuer, and callad the amall oy oat when
Mr. Tanxkten gave Feroand a searchiog lovk. **¥ace 500 there wan a casiemer.  Hre was a big, cross-looking peliceman, and
net made & mislake, wy boy Y  ho askel “lnpaver lent yona  won'a bave made = had boy run jeat to Inck at kim, dut yeno may
uaTter, to my kuowledge be aure tho little newabey 1id aet think him eroas, when the police-
Ry STURT . . . . wen let lam atawt vut of the cold while ho protecied the bey'e
It was co the azreet, sir, 3413 Bectard, *nan aighe— preperty.  Isaw the oy lock at him as ho passed him, and I thisk
= h, ho, yos, 1 Qo romember you now { Well, well, welil™  ho made the policeman knuw how he folt.—The Qotlook.

The atory Is told of two small boys who were scen dancing
wildly and acreamiog in front of a store. Some people hurried to
scc what was the cause of their excitement. It was Sunday, and
tho stere was closed. A farge glass globe, in which were several
goldfish, atood in tho centre of the store window. QOn cither side
wero piles of canned goods. On top of oao of the piles was acat
reachicg over as faras sho could toward the fish. This it was that
excited the small boys; they discovered that pussy was tryiog to
Ssh. Passy at last tumbled the pile of cans over. She secemed
frightened, bot ic a short timo ahs climted to tho pile on tho other
sife. Frum thero ahe could touch the edge of ths globe, Lot ahe
conld not get back. She tried to spring over the opening, but sho
foll in. Pass was as lrightened as the fieh.  She was 20 frightened
that she never thooght of the tish, Toss awam aad swam, tryiog
to catch her claws in the smooth aides of the glodbe.

At last puasy wasacen lying in the bottom of the globe, while
the fish were swimmiog aboot as if notkiog had happeaed. The
two little boys went sadly down tho strest.—The Oatlock.

The cold wind was blowing down Rroalway ; blowing off hats,
tarning fur collars up over the heads of the ladies, making the few
small childrea out walk faster, and tumning the nnses of tho people
Ted, .
The policemen stcod in the shelter of dnorways when thoy
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Church News

(AU communications to this column ought to
de sent to the Editor imnuediately after the
occurrences (0 which thry refer Aave taken

peace.]
MONTREAL NOTES.

At a pro re rata meeting of the Presby.
tory of Moantroal, held on Wednesduy thoe
241h ult,, a unanimous vall was sustained
from the congresation of Ruagelitown and
Covey Hill t5 Mre. Colin Youny, nsruo.
oessor t0 the Rov. D. R. Denmmond, re.
oently translated to St. Thomase, Oat. Tho
ooppcogation has acted with unasual promp-
titude, und as Mr. Youny hsa signitled his
acoeptance of the call, his sostloment was
appoiated to take place on the 18th of
darch At tho ordination and induotion,
the Rov. R. MaoKay, of Hemminuford will
preach, the Rav. G. Whillane, wilt address
thes ministor, and the Rev. J. JMacDougall,
the psople. A oall was aleo presented
from the congrogation of Howick and River-
side, in favor of the Rsv. J. W. MoLseod,
of Finch, Glengarry. This was likewiso
uoanimous and was sustained by the
Presbytery. The Rav. D:. R. Campbell,
and Mr. Georye McClonaghan, were ap-
pointed to suppors tho call bsfore the Pres-
bytery of Gle.garry. The ealary offered
in both of thoese cases in $750 and o manae.
At tho same mesting the Rev, J. Myles
Crombio presented and preesed his resig.
nation of Cote des Noiges and Norwood, As
the rsprosentativex of the con:regation
who wero present offcred no objactinn, the
resignation was accepted by tho Prasbytery.
Dr. Scriroger was appointed Moderator of
seagion and 1nstrooted to declare the polpit
vacant on the 25th nlt,

Tho annoal report ol tho Rav. James
Patterson, Prosbyterian City Mirsionary
and Cbaplain to 1ae various pablio insti-
tations has b=on distribated. and the re-
port is striking enough to deservo mors
than passing notice. Mr. Patterson iz sp-
pointed and sopported wholly by tho Pres-
bytery with the view of syatematically oar-
ing for the epiritual in‘*orests of the poor
sod of the inmates of thie hospitals or other
similar institations ¢f & pabdlic chamcter.
It is quaito ovident that the work is bsing
donewith a thoroughness that coald not be
hoped for by apy othar mtthod, XNr. Pat.
terson reports 1,211 virits paid to hoepital
wards. £33 vigits t1 other charitabls insti-
tutions, and 380 vieita to families in tho
city. In addition to services held on theso
0cossions ho has held sixty-ons other ser-
vices, aad conducted eighty-one fanerals
during tho year. He has also takenalasge
shara of tho work conoeoted with the
opserations o? the Fresh Air Fand durin;
thosummer. Ths reaunlts of this kind o
work of courss never bsoimo apparent in
tho form of any permaneni orgamization,
bat tho missionary hae had not a fow en.
ocouraging cas2g in which he had reason to
balieve that great good had besn doae.

A moit interestinz sxisl gatheriog was
beld in §'. Jshn’s Fernch Charch o fow
ovenings agy. Tho loctaro rosm had been
coaveried into a cory parlor by the ladies
and was ctawdel 3 shrel masical and
Iiterary programma oxcapiod the first purt
ol the svaning, in which Mre, M-~rin, Jliss
Chiniqny, Mrea Cornn, Mea, Herdt, Miss
Amos, \'sa I1.:menesy, M. Randsrn, Mrs,
Saavall, Mr. Damnls and Dr. Amsron,
took prrd.  Mr. E. Sanireater’s violin solo
and scompssimeat wero very mach ap.
prociated. Ar. M2zdt ccoapied tha chair
goring tho eveniog.

A highly »azcesstal anl enjayadble con.
cort was held last week in the lectare room
¢! Koux Charch. Some vory good vocal
and instramentsl gelestions ware renderad
that were mach appreciat~d by the andi.
onca.  The 1rdiss and gantlemen who con.
$ribntad to the suexrke of tho evening, in.
cladad Misz Lagwes M. Daly, Misy Jenrie
Ravle, tho Hurmans Mala Qaartet'e, Miss
Williame, Mra. MoKee, Mz AL AL Hadjron,
Afr. T. ds G. Stawart, Mr. Vensbes, Mz,
G D. Harlev and Master John Moeffaly,
Mrs. (V. AL Coaton cfficiatiog &e an able
aocompatist,

Tha social and cntertainmant given in
the Fairmnunt schao] ander the anspices of
the Proatyterian Sabbath school of Maa.
treal Aonsx wagc grand s20008%, auTPAL-
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siog tho expeotations of those who weroe
moet intorested. Tho ball, which bad
boen suitably decorated for the oocoasion,
wag otowdod, & number having to bo eatis-
fisd with standiog room. The programmo
from baginning to end was oxoellent, and
was hearlily appreciated by the attentive
audionce. It ooneisted of inatrumontal
musio, songs, rocitatione, quariettus, and &
chorns by tho infant olses. The innex
talont was ably assisted by a pumber ol
thoir frisnds from the eity. Tho recita.
tionn by Miss Ponnock were much appre.
oiatod, as were algo those by Nr. John
Cleland of the Prosbyterian College. Tho
quartotte, consisting of Aeesra. Cameron,
Jemeeon, Orozier aud Elmbarst, {rom the
Presbyterian Collego, acquittod thomaolves
very croditabli. Dhiiss Morrison gavo &
Scotch song in her usual pleasing manuner,
and tho Misaes A. Socott and Bolt gave
pianoeolos. The latter also sapg a solo,
Mr. G. Wair, superintendent, filled the
position of chairman. The Sabbath school
i to ba consratalated on the splendid suo.
coss of ita firat unodertaking. Although
only recontly organized, it has made rapid
progress, and fully proved tho wisdom of
tho Presbytery in authoriziog ite organiz-
ation.

On Friday evening, Febraary 19th, a
nomber o! the members and adheronts ot
Knox Choroh, Lanoaster, met at the
mants by appointment. Aftsr enjoyiog
thamsslves with music and recitations,an
appreciative address was read to the Rev.,
Mr. Graham, the minister, and a well filled
purac presented to Mra. Grsbam, Tho
address mado special reforoncs to the eer-
vice whioh both bad rendered in the Sun-
day school and in the Christiao Endeavor
Socisty. A enitablsreply wasmeade by Mr.
Geabam, thaoking the congregation for
their uniform kindncss, and ths pleatznt
gathering was brooght to a cloze with do.
votional oxercises.

The ooncregation ol Dalboasio Mills and
Coto St. George in the Glengarry Preaby-
tery hes extendod & nvanimous call to the
Rav. John Fraser, of North Shore. Capo
Bretop, as successor to tho Rev. A. K. Mo.
L. anan, now of Bostoo. Thocallhasbeon
snitained and forwarded to tho Presbytery
of Svdney. Thore ia reason to belisve that
Ar. Feasar will accept.

QENERAL.

Rev. John Hay, Cobourgr, was recently
presented with a handaoms black gswa by
010 of his congregaticn.

Rev. Thomas Corbett of tho Presbylerian
chaeeh at Sonth Richmond, Carlton Co., has
tendered his resignation as pator.

The unitod congregations of Everett and
Mannfield presented their pastor the Rev.
A. Wilon, Roimounat, with a handsoms
address.

The Peasbytorian Synod, which includea
six Presbyteries in Eastern Oontario and
(hiebec. will meet in Almonte on tho second
Tuaesday in May next.

This year elavon Irish Presbylerian con-
grezatinns, thirtoen Free Church of Scot-
Jazd, fi. o Established Charoh of Sco'land,
seven Unitod Presbyterian of Seotland, five
in Landon, hava promised £330 cach for
wark in the Northwest.

Four now ¢liers wero elected by the con.
grocation of St. Andrew’s DTresbylerian
chaech, Windsor, Feb. 21st.  They are: R.
S Fastar, W. T. Shaw, C. . Schumacher
and J. W, Paddic. They will be ondained
o1 tho fiest Suaday in Marck.

At tho Aonual Mreting of the Priseners
Aid Assoniation whirh will be held in
Cheke's churth on Manday ovening next
allressen w:1l bo given by Hon. &, H. Blake,
Rav. C. 0. Jahnaton and Warden Gilmoer.
Al fricnds of the canse will be welcome,

The Prozhriery of Darrie has isszed a
cirenlar piving samoe interecting statistics
rezanhingthecongrezasinnwithin tsbounds.
Tan inrroats aver lagt gear is 488 familics
ani©i¥i wmmunisaate. Increave of stipends
€3.141, and to tha schemes ol the charch
&497. .\ma1nt paid per {amile in the Pres-
hrters on atipsid acconnt 1s 8025, and per
cvmmaniazat, $4.50.  Amnool per family
for a~hrmev af the ehareh, $2; percrmman.
ieant, $1.20. For all parpmex there was
tard SIRJ7 por family, and 3354 per com-
manicaat. Somo ef the higher avaragos par
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family for achomes of the church are as
follows : Bacrie, $483; Churchill, 3.9,
Orillia, §3.40 5 Collingwoud, 83.39 ; Totten-
ham, 92 60.

The Presbytery of Brockville met Monday
at Cardinal.” Rov. W. A. McKenato and
Mr. J. W, G. Watson wero present on
bohalf of St. John's church te prosecuto tho
call to Rev. Mr Abrahain’s, of Burlington
The call was sustained and Mr. Wataon was
appointed to represcut tho Preshytery of

rockvillo and the cougregation of St,
John's in connection with the matter beforo
tho Hamilton Prosbytery, which mocts on
March 16th,

‘Che Presbyterian Church, Tiverton, held
a very agreeablo and pleawant anoual bust
nesy meeting on the Oth Feb, Gratilyiog
reportsweroroad from the different branches
of the churches work, showing great im-
provement. Although tho mnanagers wero
not able to show as large a finnoial statoe.
ment as last year, yot they were ablo to
sreucnt a moro aucdessful report. Notonly

id thoy pay all due, but they carried for-
ward, to begin tho new year, a sum near to
$100. This ia the beat tho congtregetion has
ever done and deserves great praise theso
hard and opposing timea,

The congergation of Knox church, Acton,
Ontario, is ~vaking steady progress under
the offivient leadership of their rtecently
inducted pastor Rov. I A. MacPherson,
Tho beautiful new chur.  vhich iz a model
of comnletencsa and convenienco readily
seata GO people, and ia practically free cf
dobt. Tho anniversary rervives were con-
ducted on Sabbath last by tho Rev. J. A,
Morison, B.A., of Toronto, on which ocea.
sion the church was crowded lo ita u*most
capacity, and deep intercat was manifeated
in tho services. The collectione ¢f the day
wero 1argo ; thero is a fervent missionary
spirit prevailing throughout the congrega.
tion and it is expected that the schemes of
the church will bo ably sustained in Acton.

TO THE WOMEN OF TORONTO.

Will (ne women of Toroato for a few
months, bear in thoir hearts and minds, the
suflering condition of our brethren in Indis,
and giva an they may feel prompted to do,
to help them in their distrems. Gifts
towazds this * Off~ring from the Women of
Toronto” will in gratefully received at the
Upper Canada Bible Hoemure, Yenge St.
8 P.C.K. Book Reom, 17 Richmond St ;
Mcthodist Bank Ruom, IVchmand St
Baptist Bosk Ronam, Richmend St W,
Michio & Co., King St ; Michie & Co,,
Spadida Ave. ;and Rowsell & Hutchinson,
Kiog St. E.

———

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTQ.

Little bat roatine basiness was trane.
acted by tho Preabytsry of Torounto at it
izst mosting, a3 many members weroabaent
at the Conferonco in progress in Quocns®
College. M, Wallace Bailev gaco notico of
appeal 1o the Synod of tho bounds against
thoaction of tho Coart in removiog him
{rom the position of elderr inthoe Port Credit
and Dixio Sessinn., The union nf tho
Mrraingsida and Fern Ave, conrregations
as obe pastaral charpounder tho Rev. R.C,
Tihb was ratified by the Prebytery. In tho
ovening tha Presbytery met in St. Iaul's
church for tha ardination of Nr. G. R
Faskin and hizg induction ta that pastoral
chargo. Rev. Professor Bal'aniyno con.
dutod the poblic sexvice, Principal Caven
addresged the Ministerand Rav. J. A Brown
addreesed the peopla. Tho baildiog was
crowded, and tho npastorato opens most
suspicionsly, Tho Clerk rectived a teole-
graphic despatch that Rev, A. MoNabb
had acoeptod tho call addrassed to him by
tho onngresation &t Nowmarket, and tho
Preabyrtery acreed to mectlor binindaction
on thr §th of Marchnext. Tho Preshyiery
will meet in the Nexmarket Charchat 230
o’cleck, and the nahlin asrvice will likely
he held at 3 a'cla~k. The next mesticp of
Preahvierv will bo held ino Rnex Chaorchon
Tnesiav the 204 March, at I n'clock a.m.
—Theroin a very heavy decket in slare
{or the new Moderator.—R. C, Tirn, Clerk.

Thero scems to bo & very gencral con-
ser:ans r I npinion that tho expenses of the
Crmmimsinners o the Geperal Aneembly
ahonld ba paid ont o! s general Fand.
Several Preadytericabavo already reported,
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

NEARER TO THEE.

I'hoy wore ainginF, sweotly singing,
‘The song melodioualy ;
On tho evening air was ringing,
“ Nearor, O my God to Theo1”
In my oyes the toar-drops glistened
As 1t stirred tho twilight dim,
And [ wondered us 1 listoned
It 1t brought them nearer Him.

Wero thoy ke the wanderor, weary,
Song and Wfs 1n sweet accord,

I sating through the darkness dreary
[n that noarneas to tho Lord ?

Had Hie spirit over sought them,
To bo shghted or dounied t

Had that doar song ovar brought thom
Closer to the Saviour's side?

I have heard ite musioc ofton,
Felt its meaning deep and sweot,

And my weary hoart would soften
Singwg at my Mastor’s fect |

** Nearer Thoo ”—>h, precious fecling 1—
Nearer Theo 1n gain orloss ;

Nearer Theo when I am kaeeling
In theshadow of Thy cross!

Nearer Thee, when love, desconding

Falls in blesaings on wy head;
Nenrer Thee when I am bendinﬁ

U'cr the gravea that hide my dead.
Nearer Thee, in joy, in sorrow,

'Tis the same whero'er I roam ;
Noarcr Thes to.day, to-morrow,

Oh, my Kiog, my Christ, my Home!

A MOTHER'S LETTER.
Written by one who is now with her Saviour.

I must write to you, my beloved son, and give you a word of
oncouragement and blessing to cheer you on your way. I, from
the cool shades of retirement of tho country, muat send this messago
of a mother's true and constant love as a cup of cold water to the
weary one panting amid the dust and heat of the oity. I from tho
«quioct valley of life, with my toiltome pilgriinage drawing near to
its close, must call to tho young traveller just ascending the hill,
and bid him ** God.speed.” Work on bravely, Weary not, it muat
bo done.  After thirty-two yeats of active and unceasing labor, I
can look back aud say, it was good, pleasant. I amglad that Ihad
it to dv, and I only hopoe that I may bo able to work as long as God
giveth me breath. A cursel I caonot think it a curse. Throogh
tho blessing of Ged, what may at ficat have heen a curse hasbecome
man’s greatest bleesing. And even if it were not—we cannot
cacape. Weo must take it in one way or another. And tomy mind
tho man of wealth with his load of caro and responsibility is tho
most burdoned of all. Yes, my som, you havo overything to
encourago you, nothing to make you afraid.

You have “a goodly heritage,” if you can only think so—ono
better than broad acres or heaps of gold and silver. You have a
spotlesa namo from your forbears, a family of brothers and sisters
around you of whom you ncod not be ashamed ; a good mind of
Four own, protty well cultivated from the start, and anricted with
a gaod deal of information, both from books and travel, a profession
next 1n usefulness and honor to tho mumistry according to my
thioking. If to these I could add * the blcssing of God,” I should
indeep cry out : ** You are rich, having all things.” And yet in
ono sense you have His bleasing. For He is *“ your Father's God,”
aud many » time has He withacld His hand for that reason. And
many an unsought and undeserved mercy has descended in answer
to your parents’ praycrs. So take courage, press oo, witha thank-
{ul and unrepiniog heart ; asking yoursel{ honestly and candidly if
you have not a better portion than msny of tho young friends with
whom you commenced hifo.

Aund I witl tell you ono thing you have that not every man can
boast of —a mother that loves you with a love so doep, 20 large,
that no human means could measuro 1t : who loves you not merely
with tho love of 1nstinct, but with pride and joy, and complacency,
with a love of hope and expe.taticn that you will yet beall that hor
heart could wish or expest. Thercforo for your mother's sake
work on, nothing doubling.

THE MOTHER'S DREAM.

Thero nas vuco a mother, knoeling by the bed side of the little
onc whom she hourly eapected to lase. With what oyes of
pasmonate love had <he watched every change in that beautiful
face' iow had her eyes pierced the heart of tho phesician at lus
1a8t witit, when they xiared cather than asked tho question shother
there was hope ! How had she weariod beaven with vowa that if10

would but grant—'* AL,” you eay, ** you can imagino all that with.
out noy difliculty at all.” Imagine this too.

Overwearied with watching, she foll into a doso beaido the couch
of her infant, and sho dreamod in n fow moments (a8 wo are wont
to do) tho aceming history of loog years. Sho thought she heard s
voico from heaven may to hor, as to Hezokiah, ‘1 havo seen thy
toars, I have hoard thy prayers; ho ehall live; and yoursolf shall
havo the roll of his history presented to you.” *Ahl" you say,
¢ you can imagino all that too,”

And straightway she thought sho saw her sweot ohild in the
bloom of health, innocent and playful as her fond hoart could wish,
Yet a little while, and sbo saw him in the flush of opening youth;
beautiful as over, but beautiful as a young panther, from whose
oyos wild flashos and fitful passion ever and anon gleamed ; and she
thought how beautiful ho looked, oven iu theso moade; for eho was
& mother. But she nlzo thought how many toara and sorrov's may
be needfal to temper or quonch theao fires !

And sho seemed to follow him through o rapid succession of
scencs—now of troublod sunshino—now of doop gathering gloom,
His sorrows wero all of & common lot, but involved a sonso of agony
far greater than that which she would havo folt from hie early loss ¢
yes, greater even to hor—and how much greator to him! Sho aaw
him moro than onco wreatling with pangs more agonizing than thoso
which now threatened his infancy ; she saw him involved in error,
and with difficulty oxtricating himsslf; betrayed into youthful
sius, and repenting with scaldivg tears ; sho saw bim half ruined by
transicnt prosperity, and scourgoed ipto tardy wisdom only by long
adversity ; she saw him worn and haggard with care~his spirit
crushed, and his carly beauty all wan and blasted; worio still, she
saw him thrice striken with that very shaft which she had 0
dreaded to fecl but onco, and mourned to think, that her prayers
had prevailed to prevent her own sorrows, only to multiply his;
worst of all, sho 2aw him, as she thought, in a darkened chamber,
kneeling beside a coffin in which youth and beauty elopt their Iaat
slecp; and as it scemed, her own imago stood beside him, and
uttered unheeded love to a sorrow that ‘¢ refused tobe co: forted,’
and a3 sho gazed on that face of stony despair ahs secmed to hear a
voico which said, ** If thon wilt have thy floweret of earth unfolded
on earth, thou must not wonder at bleak winters and inclement
skics. I would have transplanted it to a more genial clime, but
thou wouldst not.” And with a cry of terror sho awoke.

She turned to tho sleeping figure before her, and sobbing, hoped
it was sleoping its last slcop. She listened for his breathing—she
heard nonoj; she lifted the taper to hialips—the flame wavered not;
he had indeod passed away whilo she dreamed that he lived ; and
rho roee from her knees and was comforted.

“Ah 1" you will eay, ** theso sorrows could never have been the
lot of my sweot child 1” It is hard to set ono’s logio againat a
mother's love ; I can onlyp remind you, that it bas been the lot of
thousands, whose mothers, as their little ones crowed and laughed
in their childish happiness, would have sworn to the same impos-
sibility. But for you,—you know what they uould only believe ;
that it is an impossibility. Nay, I might bint at yet profounder
consolation, if, indeed, thero ever existed a muther who could fancy
that, in the case of her own child, it could ever bo needed. Yet
facts sufficiently show us,that what tho dreaming mother saw—
errors retrioved, sios committed but repented of, and sorrows that
taught wisdom—aro not always seen, and that children may, in
spite of all, persist in exploring tho path of evil—'*deeper and
doeper atill 1”

With tho shadow of uncortainty whether it may not be so with
any child, is there no consolation in thinking that eventhat shadow
has passcd away ! For aught we know, many and many a mother
may hereafter hear her lost darling say—* Sweot mother, I was
taken from you a little while, only that I might abide with you
forever 1

PROTEOT THE HOME.

The homo life muat be tho sweotcat. Keep out all bickering
and atrife. Tho werld is full of backbiting and misunderstanding
and envy ; the home must bo a refuge. The manis to be pitied who
after a hard day’s aail amid the storms of busincss cares and fears,
cannot drop anchor at eventide in the quiot harbor of a peaceful
home. \Wo want to got rid of our grumbling, fault-finding spirit in
the home, and to learn to speak words of praiso and approval. It
is as oasy to tell the wifo when sho does well a3 whon she misses a
button or has weak coffeo ; it is wiser to praise tho children for
their good deeds than to be uncoasingly nagging them about their
mitsakes. Mako home happy, and richor results will follow.

** I wish,” whispered a friend, I know how to get rid of worry-
1ng cares.” Well, here is the way . Cast them all on Christ. *“‘Caat
all your care upon htm, for he careth for you (1 Pater v. 7).

.
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DOOTRINES FOR YOUNQG PEOPLE.
DY REV. J. R MILLER, D,D.,
Author of ** Looking Out on Life,” ¢* Thinge to Livo For,” oto.
(Continssed from last week.)

‘These aro not daye for dilettanteism in any department of life,
least of all in religlon. We nood strong men and strong women in
the churoh, men and womon with principles, with poaitive beliefs,
with energy aud force of charactar, with convictious upon all great
moral questions, with force in living and aoting, whose judg-
ments and opinions will help to shapo publie eontiment, whoso
influence will bo always on the right aide, and will count for some.
thing, and whose words on any subject will command attention
and respect, and inspire to worthy action,

“ A time liko this demands

Great hoarts, strong minds, true faith, and willing hauds,
Men wham the lust, of office doee not kill ;

Mon whom tho spoils of offico cannot buy ;
Men who posadss opinions and a will ;

Mon who havo honor ; men who will not lie."

In tho bringing up of cuch mon we nood the atrong meat of the
Word of God, and not moro dsinty bits pieked out here and there
from favorite chapters. Milk is for babes, but milk will not build
up the tisaue and brawn and bramn necessary for vigorous aanhood.
Thouo who have anything :0 do with the teaching of young peoplo
in Sunday schools, Junior and other Christian Endeavor Soeloties,.
and in homes, would do well to give scrious thought to this subject
Perhaps tho tendency is too much toward things that do not give
strength.

Thero are cortain great truths which lie at tho foundation of all
Christian teaching, Theso are, for example, the doctriues concern-
ing God, conce:ning the person and work of Jesus Christ,
concerning the mirsion and ininistry of the Holy Spirit, concerning
man’s nature aud need and destiny concerning the way of
ealvation—what it {s to be a Christian, concerning the fellowship
of beliovers in the family of God. It is of the greatest importancs
that overy young person should have clear and correct knowledge
on these and othor grest dootrines. False or even merely super-
ficial thoughts about the person of Christ, for example, will never
produce hcroio dovolion to Christ. Shallow concoptions of sin
will never yleld great faith, or true, wholo.hearted consecration,
If we do dot realize something of our helpless condition without
Christ, of what Christ has done for us in His redemption work,
aad of the privileges to which He brings us, our following of Christ
will b only listless aud sentimental without force and peraistence,
and will nover reach anything heroic.

Thess are hints only of the importance and necessity of
dootrines in the training of young Christians in the upbuilding of
their life und character. It should begin in tho home. It may bo
well to have a revival of catechisin-teaching. Suppose tho chuldren
do not now understand the statemecuts of truth in tho answers, if
the words are put into their memory they will atay there and will
sbapo their thoughts for all life. In the Sunday school, too,
teachers may with profit spend a portion of every loason period in
setting forth some doctrino which lies in the passage, or is
suggested by it.

Then in Christian Endeavor mcetings, there is room for like
teaching for great truths. Perhapa the tendency hero is too much
to mere fragments of thinge, or to easy, ncar-at-hand lessons, Lot
thoso who give ua the topics nut in a goodly share of doctrines

which will direct the thoughts ~f the young peoplo to the great
fundamental truths of Christianity. Lot dovotional committees
and those who guido the meetings ace to it that somoe atrong meat
is served at every scrvico. Lot pastors got into thoir sermons the
great vital and essontial things of the Word of God, so that their
young peoplo shall grow up into strong, vigorous, and stable
Christians, who shall be able to stand amid life’s storms, to achicve
much, and attaia lofty hoights and influence, and to do a valiant
part in advancing Christ’s Kingdom.

+ON A SOUND FOOTING.

A total caah income of well over two millions, & roserve fund of
over ons million, & net surplus of over threo bundred shousand
dollare, and a 10 por cont. dividend indicate a strong company,
and a oloser inspcotion of the 46th annual report of the Western
Assarance Company, which appears in fall in another columr,
chows that in its case this impression is justified. The total caeh
incoroe foota up to $2.336,727.95, and the balancs over expondi.
ture, or profits, amounts to 8$119,708.43. Of this sam $100,000
weut to make tho two balf-yesrly dividends of 10 per cent por
anpum; $5,752.33 was written off for dopreciation in accurities,
and the balance was added to the reservefund, which now amounts
to 81,086, 908.21, Tho total seonrity to policy-holders is $3,086,.
008.21. The net aurplus has been increased by nsarly 838,000, and
is now 9316,252.34. Theo yesrhag beon {ree from eerions individnal
Josse