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MISSIONARY DEPUTATIONS.

We are quite sure that 2 warm welcome awaits the brethren who are about
to go forth, east and west, on the usual missionary tours. The christian
affection which, as we know from experience, invariably marks the reception
of the deputations, will, doubtless, be renewed this winter. This intercourse
brings prominently forward one of the strong links of connection by which
our churches, although existing separately, are yet a sisterhood. Great and
common objects are prosccuted with united zeal and love. Xxchange of
pulpits and other marks of confidence cannot, from the distance which divides
many of our churches, be very frequent among our ministers; but this loved
work of zeal for souls brings out the feeling which flows in a deep current
among us. It has occurred to us that a few thoughts bearing on the mis-
sionary meetings will not be out of place on the eve of another winter’s
campaign.

We arc greatly nleased with the recognition of the missionary character of
the ckurches which they prescnt. Mo be missionary in spirit and action is
essential to the vigor and lif:of a church.  Without room for growth it must
necessarily be a dwarfed and crippled form, encireled with bands of death
that we sce. Expausion is a mark of power : henece the living throb of the
heart of Christianity iudicates progress. To save the lost there are wrestlings,
sufferings, sacrifices. Need we ask what has been the history of every living
organization of Christiens? Has it not been, like the Acts of the Apostles,
full of missionary eanterprise? A church may be sustained independently of
means from without : its pastor may not be on the list of missionary agents
supported io part by the missionary society; nevertheless the thought of
work to be done for Christ and the world, quickens its sympathies and fires
its heart. Among ourselves we ween few, it any of our churches, have sprung
full armed on the scene, like the fabled Minerva from the brain of Jupiter.
The tenderness of infancy has required the fostering care of judicious nurture,
even for our best and strongest churches.  Nor should we deceive ourselves
by carrying out too far the analogy drawn from the childhood and manhood
of humanity to churck existence. We must view the facts of each field of mis-
sionary labor, on every side : the same rules do not apply in all cases alike.
Different countries have widely marked characteristics : missionary labor,
while presenting many features in common, is also possessed of strong marks
of distinction. ~ Xngland, Scotland, Ireland, do not present the same dead
level of uniform experience to Congregational missionaries ; nor do we beliere
that colonies, wide as the poles asunder, can be grouped under the same cate-
gory. The Scottish Congregational Union, as a missionary society, has had
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from the very dawn of its esistence, stations in the Highlands and Islands,
which are by no means deemed burdensome and to be cut off. Missionary
work mwust be locked at in its specialitics—for every ficld a judicious investi.
gation, and an annual oxamination of its ways and means, of its bopes and
fears, of its disappointments and successes. Even in the same land there
may be towns and villages in close proximity or at great distance from each
other, presenting aspects totally unlike—in the origin of population—ypre.
occupation by other denominations-— prejudices or favorable impressions
operating upon the work. Here, perhaps, members of other bodies may gise
support to a station in subseriptions liberally aud constantly given: youder
not one dollar from such sources may visit the treasury. Now, a favorable
gale of popular fauvor may waft the vessel onward; and anon, opposition and
adversities may cast it among the breakers. A generous aid, not blindly and
indiscriminately given, but steadily and constantly afforded, where there is
bope of final suceess, is, therefore, we conceive, the claim of weaker churches
on the strong. Not to take advantage of a pauper’s liberzlity, but to prose.
cute the same glorious work in the devotiou of a due measure of conscerated
means, blended with the gifts of those who, through the missionary society,
lend a needed and a hearty cobperation.

The opportunity for the advocacy of the great principles of the missionary
enterprise thus afforded s to be highly valued. 1t is a hopeful aspect of
Canada that every denomination is alive on this point, missionary deputations
and missionary meetings abound. Organizations alsosof a catholie character,
for wissionary and benevolent objects, send out agents who permmbulate the
whole laad, and are every where cordially received. Amid all this, we dare
not and would mot lag behind. The churches with which we homologate
‘possess a missionary history which we must not willingly let die, Names of
British aod American Congregationalists beam with a glory in the anpals of
modern missionary work, second to none. The fire that has blazed on the
altar must be kept burning. Fresh vigour is in.parted by the reiteration of
truth, and the cducation of new generations in the grand aggressive elements
of that holy war which subdues the world by love. The great work of spread
ing the gospel throughout the whole earth, beginning at our own home, and
in our own country, is steadily to be pursued. The greatest results will be
gathered from appeuls to deep heart-felt religious principle. A field of special
interest is presented by these wissionary meetings, when the deputationsain
at the salvation of the unconverted portion of the audience, rather than b
amuse and please.

The past has shown the utility of the missionary depulations in suggesiing
plans, stimulating efforls, and securing means to carry on the works. This
kind of machinery hus a direct tendency, when fairly wrought, to produce
pecuniary results of a satisfactory character ; and if we have not attained to
that amount of liborality which is altogether eatisfictory, the pressure of
difficult times must be taken into account. Effort has been put forthto
foster an independent apirit, and stimulate 5 liberal one, in these labuurs of
love, when brethren, without personal charge to the society, leave home amid
the inclemency of winter to visit the churches. If with all the toil, willingly
and cheerfully endured, the gain has not been equal to the desires of some,
what would it have been without any attempt to replenish the treasury? We
are conscious that it is n mistake to give a secular and irordinate monetary
-aspect to this kind of missionary work, yet it must appear that giving to the
Lord is a means of grace. ¢ The collection” has a place among the charges
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of a selfisacrificing and devoted Apostle. It is needful therefore to stir up
to action whatever latent energy exists among us. The money power ought
to be developed. Thoughtful laymen we judge, where they are connceted
with churches that remain supported in part by missionary funds, will enlarge
the figure indicating their support of their pastor ; and in the happy case of
those independent of such aid, reflection on the aspect of missionnry affuirs
shonld wot terminate in a frigid opinion, but in a noble contribution, to
enlarge the amount of the Canadian portion of our missionary funds. An
appeal is needed to stimulate the zeal of some of our missionary churches,
though we have somehow or other the feeling that others, to whom the lines
have faullen in pleasant places, might find scope fur an eularged generosity
towards our Canadian missionary work, which, if it is to be done with favour
in God’s sight, must be done heartily, joyously, prayerfully, liberally.

CHORISTIAN LIBERALITY.

e present to our renders the closing portion of the Inaugural Address of the
Rev. E. Mellor, at the autumnal meeting of the Congregntional Union of England
and Wales, held at Liverpool in October. Our limited space prevents the publi-
cation of the whole address in our pages. The preceding portion is occupied
chiefly with powerful thought on the necessity of our densmination attending to
ita zoicc and its Zand, while that which we now insert is indicated by attention
to its purse. Ile snys—We come now in the last place and briefly to consider

OUR DENOMINATION IN RELATION TO ITS PURSE,

This, I am aware, is o most delicate topic, and one upon which men are usually
gensitive in a high degree. But it is for this very reason that it ought to be
touched frequently and with a firm hand, For the morbid shrinking with whicl
men are nfilicted when the obligeticns of wenlth are expounded, is analogous te
some physical disorders, which are more ensily cured by shock than sympathy.
The function of money in the active arrangements which God has made fur the
spread of his kingdom, is of incalenlable impertance. That he might have dis-
pensed with it, and with the active agency of man, is not doubted. That he has
chogen to eall into service both the one and the other. shows the honour which he
has put on man by making bim a co-worker in tue menns and purposes of his

TACE,
§ ‘We have spoken of Praiee, and does not David say, “Daily shall He be praised?”
We have spoken of Prayer, and does not David say, “ Prayer also shall be made
to Him continually ?” We now speak of Wealth ; and does not David say in the
self:samo breath, o Ilim shall be given of the gold of Sheba?” These things
are united in one sublime propheey of the Messiak’s - cign; and ““ what God hath
joined together, let no man put asunder.” Let us, however, recognise with grati-
tude to God the illustrious esamples of liberality which may be found in the
denomination to which we belong. It is not our privilege to possess a long array
of men who stand in the presepce of earthly monarchs, whoss breasts are be:-
sprinkled with the decorations of worldly honours; but we have men whose glery
o earthly exaitation could enhance, and whose names will live as the very sym-
bols of benevolence and unswerving charity, when men whose only greatness is
in the accident of birth shull be forgotten. There is one honoyr brighter than
g0ld, and mors dazzling than the most lustrous dinmond ; and this is the posses-
sion of such men as, recognising their stewardship to God for all their wealth,
use it wisely and on principle, for the diffusion of truth, rightgousness and hap-
piness on every band. There is, perhaps, no section of the Church of Christ
which is more signally favoured with men of this character thaw our own, and it
is earnestly hoped that their esample may infect ag with » holy contagion many
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others who have not awoke to the inflexible principle which shall guide the final
adjudieation of Heaven, “To whum much is given, of them shall muek be
required.”

Nor mast we overlook, in this testimony to some of our opulent members, the
thousands among the comparatively poor, who, in propurtien to their means, are
not & whit behind them in their generosity. It requires but o slight knowledge
of the financinl history of eur churches ta shuw that there is a glorivus nobihey
of heart among many of our operatives and struggling tradesmen ; und no one
cian be acquainted with the sums which they have raised from time to time,
without wondering upon what principles of domestic economy so much has been
saved. Many are the sasctuaries in our land which have been reared almost
exclusively by the self-denying liberality of men who were cumpelled to obey the
eall of the factory bell, and to enrn their bread by the sweat of their brow,
Theso, tao, ave amongst the obscure Lut real princes of the earth, for whom a
day of heavenly corountivn i8 reserved. Iaithful here over a few things, they
shall be rulers aver many things. If this free-handed responsiveness to the
claims of the Church and the age were only general in all Christinn denomina-
tions, we should have heard for the Inst time of exhausted fuunds, and of merito-
rious socicties drouping and dying for the lack of money. Kvery fresh plan
which Christian fove and prudence might desire, would find the open purse veady
to its hand, as if it said, * Take without stint until the work is done.”’

But there are several circumstances which aet like stones luid at the mouth of
a well, preventing all accoss.

Is there not, for instance, a subtle, and perbaps unuttered impression, that our
property is our own, and not God’s? Do Bot some give of what they call their
substance even to God himself, as if they would impress him with the thought
that they would expect some striking recognition for thus presenting him with
that to which he had no title?  If creation constitute a title, then He has a title
that will prove to be valid enough when man and his parliaments have passed
away. Ile was once the only owner, and even now nien are but tenants at will,
who may receive not vnly notice ot ejectment, but cjectment itself at any moment
of the duy or night. There once was a king, who, after giving with royal muni-
ficence, with no less humility than trath, could say, “ Of Thins own have we
given Thee” This simple sense of stewardship needs but to take possession of
the Church of Gud, and one of the chiefest hindrances to the prugress of tifs
Gospel will have vanished like & wreath of morning mist. But how do matters
stand ¢ Men—yes, such as aspire to the designation ot Christian, who resent
appeals for their Savivur’s cause, and dismiss them unhonoured altogether, or
with a scant, grudging and sour response—will spend in a single night's enter-
tainment to their friends more than they pive to the cause of religion during s
whole year. Social companies are doubtless right enough in their place, and
cannot be whnlly foregone without the risk of unsympathetic isolation and self-
ishness, but surely they ought to have some consistency with a man’s whole life.
And itis o sin of & dark and terrible hue, when men can spend lavishly on a
feast, and turn their Saviour as a beggar away from the door. We envy not the
man whose lusaries cost him more than his Lord. The only spirit which Chris-
tianity recognises, is that which gives the best to the Lord.  Without the giving
of the best, we should have had no Gospel. ““God so loved the world that he
gave his only-begotten son, that whosoever believeth in hima might not perish, but
have everlasting life.”” Ieaven has given the best to earth; shall not earth return
the best to Heaven? Let us take the words and bind them as a frontlet on our
brows, ‘‘ The best fur the Lord”” When Solomon built the temple, he never
forgot the principle, amid the fragrance of the cedar-wood, and the flashing of
the silver and the gold, and the subtle carving of cunning workmen, of ** The
best for the Lord.”” When the wise men came from the East to Jerusalem, to
welcome the Saviour's advent, they brought * gold, frankincense and wmyrrh,” to
honor the principle of “The best for the Lord.” When the woman broke the
slabaster box of ointment, and poured it on His head, she showed her resolve to
give “TLe best to the Lord.” When Joseph of Arimathza offered his new tomb,
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in which never man lay, he folt that nothing would justify him in refusing “ The
best to the Lord.” And let us bo nssured that when we are generous towards
gvory other thing save the Gospel, nnd towards every other person but the Saviour
who bought us with Ilis blond, he will mark the indignity, as he snys,* Yo brought
that which was torn, and the lame, and thoe sick—thus yo brought an offering ;
should I accept this of your hand?”

Is there not, too, an unreasoning nnd irrational complaint against the multipli-
city of elaims which in these days solicit our help? We can conceive of two
conditions in which such clzims would be entirely abolished. 'The one would be
realized in a stato of actual and absolute barbarism, from which the very iden of
improvement should be obliterated, in which there should be no mere humanity
than was just needful to preserve the race from extinction. Given such a state
of thinga—n strte of nnkedness that requires no covering, of ignorance that
could not even dream of knowledge, of debasement which had never heard of
anything higher than its own sensuality, and the very nsme of claims would be
untntelligible,

The other condition is exactly the reverse of this, and will bo realised when
the lust traces of ignorance, and sorrow, and sin have vanished from the earth;
when there shall be no Lazarus at the gate of Dives, no outcasts to be gathered
in, no orphans to be pitied and cherished, and there shall be nothing to hurt or
destroy in all God’s holy mountain. Buat between these two poles of the world’s
life, the Egypt of darkness and desolation, and the promised land towards which
God is leading our race through o long and eventful pilgrimage, we must prepare
ourselves for claims more numerous and more varied than wo have met with
hitherto. And these cluims are not merely buman in their aspect. All true
claims have their roots and grounds in henven. The claim of the virtusus poor
upon the help of the rich is Divine ; that of the insane upon the pity and guar-
dianship of the saneis Divine, And what among the numerous claims now press-
ing their suit for onr generous help do we think ought to be discountenanced and
repulsed? Where shall the process of slimination begin? The world needs the
Bible ; shall we refuse to give another farthing for its circulation? It needs mis-
sionaries to expound and enforce its truths; shall we cancel our subscription to
the socicty which sends them? Sabbath schools wresent their annual solicita-
tions ; shall we turn to them o deaf ear? Let us take the list of all the agencies
now in operation for the physical, intellectual, socinl and spiritual regeneration
of man, with a view of reducing it within a less formidable compass, and we are
greatly mistaken if each society in ture would not be able to plead for continu-
ance with most effective eloquence. It may be the case that some of these organi-
zations might be spared if there were more individual activity, but we doubt
whether such as would advocate their estinction would be the parties to help
towards their substitution_by personal toil. My brethren, we sometimes spenk
of the glory of England. Bat in what dues that glory consist? In its commerce
filling ali seas, in its invincible armies, or its eqaally invincible fleet, in its well-
ordained form of government, or the enterprise of its sons? We are insensible
to the value of none of these; but, 80 fong as the world is groaning under its sins
and woes, the glory of Bagland will be that, with a prompt and tender heart, and
with o hand never slack nor heavy, it multiplies agencies which aim at the remo-
val of evorything that keeps man back from the purity and blessedness of God.
A higher glory still it will have achieved, when these agencies shall bave attained
their end, and when they shall exist no more, because needed no more. So many
claims! what means the phrase but so many endeavours and enterprises towards
accumplishing the prayer, “ Thy will be dona?” And when we are weary of
working for the kingdom, and of contributing towards its advent, let us drop the
petition from our supplications, for no man can siscerely pray for that to which
he rofuses both money and labeur.

Again; is there not too much of o relative and deferential Jiberality—a liber-
ality, I mean, which takes its cue ond measure from our neighbour? This, we
are aware, may operate in two ways, and may stimulate some o a higher gener-
osity than they would exhibit if left to their own unbiassed decision. But for
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once that it thus improves the exchequer, it impoverishes it a hundred times. It
is difficult to see on what principle this relative graduation of our bhenevolence
can be defended. Wa are forbidden to measure our morality by that of our friend
and neighhour. Before we determine the degree of subriety we mean to observe,
we do not first ascertain how mneb wine he drinks each day ; nor do we think it
right to regulate our honesty or truthfulness by his, modestly resolving to be a
littie more under the mark than he, lest we should be supposed guilty of presump-
tion. And if benevolence be, in a world like this, as binding an obligation as
justice—so bindirg indeed that he that shutteth up his bowels of compassion
agninst his brother hunth not the love of Gud—whence have we received the
authority to restrict its outflow by considerativns of a purely relative and conven-
tional character? Thero is o weak and ensnaring fear on the part of too many,
to conf-uat fairly their individual obligation in the presence of a counscience thut
derives its illumination from heaven. And yet in giving, as in every other thing,
to our Master we stand or full; and the only condi.cc which becomes us as men
of intelligence aud piety is that which in the sight of our God and Saviour hon-
estly and courageously takes full account of our means, and then, examining the
claims of each appeal as it comes, allots to it its due share. If the light of that
judgment which we are so soon to face were only seen to rest, as it does indeed
rest, on all the paths and purposes of our life, upon our givings and receivings, a
wonderful impulse would be given to our heneficence. ‘Lhe liberality of many
would be increased a hundredfold. The plea, * I cannot afford,” which, by its
flippant and audacious triding with the truth, has astonished both heaven and
earth, would not be heard once where now it is heard but tuo often. We have no
faith of cver seeing the finances of our various institutions rising into a position
of unfluctuating prosperity, until an enlightened conscience is made the chancel-
lor of o man’s exchequer. e will see to it that nothing enters there, any more
than into heaven, that defileth; and he will see to it that nothing remains there
which has a mission elsewhere, Ie will often dole out with a firm hand large
sums, which will make a heinous selfishness whisper that he is too larish ; and
to all timid counsels, come they from what quarter svever, he will have but one
answer—** I must give as Gud has prospered me; not more, lest I should be dis-
honest to man ; not less, lest I should be dishonest to God.” When this becomes
the case, we shall have seen the last of that curious and obstructive class of men
who, with a vexatious eye for faults, have never yet seen the society or project
which has heen deemed worthy of their liberality.  Whatever plan of usetulness
is framed is wrong in its principle, or in its details, or in its originators, or in its
supporters, or in its mode of workir.g, or in the time of its formativn. And as
such persons will not devise any scheme of their own which i3 likely to secure
the approval of any second man of ordinary sagacity, their generosity is doumed
to incessant disappointment. My brethrenp, truth demands that we tear the mask
from the face of this evil spirit. Tt is not gencrosity, but covetousness, which is
idulatry, and which can have no partin the kingdom of heaven.

May the Lord pour out upon this assembly, and on all the churches here repre-
sented, the spirit of consecration, which is the spirit of Christ. Without tius, in
vain will be our polity, and in vain will be our creed. With this, we are ready,
God keeping us, for all that the age demands at our hands. May the loly Spirit
bless us with the true annointing, the annointing which gives light to the eye and
love to the heart. May we feel and speak 9sif we saw ourselves encompassed
with a great cloud of witnesses, among whom are the spirits of the just made
perfect, an innumerable company of angels, Jesus the mediator of the new cove-
pant, and God the judge of all. May we abide together for a season, in peace
and joy, and with hearts strengthened by communion with each other and with
our Saviour. And when we part from each other, may we go to our various scenes
of labour, impelled by this one purpose, at once a necessity and a privilege, “I
must work the works of Iim that sent me while it is day; for the night cometh,
when no man can work.”’
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TIIE FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCILETY.

This institution, though unscctarian in its constitu.ion and management,
and receiving support from many scctions of the Christian Church, is mainly
sustained by the Canada Presbyterian and Congregational Churches. Its oper-
ations for tho last twenty-five years are somewhat extensively known, but
there are large numbers in this Province and in the father-laad, who know
but little of its achievements, and the gracious tokens which God has given
to encourage the hearts of his believing people in their effurts to evangelize
the French-Canadian Roman Catholics.

Under these circumstances its avowed friends should bestir themselves to
diffuse information, and to awaken a decper sympathy, more earnest prayer,
and enlarged liberality, to carty on this great missivn. It is true that most
of the Presbyterian churches in Canada take up an annual collection on its
behalf, and the same practice has been recommended to the Congregational
churches, although not generally adepted. For both these instances more
might be done in this way; but as many, doubtless, prefer the adoption of
the subserintion list, we trust this will be vigorously supported, and that the
treasury will be speedily and amply replenished. Christians of all evangelical
denominations may here find scope fur their sympathies and active benevo-
lence, but as some of these have missions of their own, and may be compelled
to divide their support, we hope that those who have no such plea, and who
wish to maintain the catholic character of this important society, will
endeavour to organize associations throughout the country; co-operate with
the general agent in his efforts to awaken public attention to its claims, and
evince greater zeal to raise it still higher in the estimation of the wise and
good.

Most encouraging has been the work of the Society. It certainly has not
beeu a failure. Its known results call for devout gratitude, and should stimu-
late the prayers, the faith, and the hope of all who wish well to the Fregch-
Canadian population. More than fifieen hundred childrer and youths have
been educated in the Pointe aux Trembles Institutes; and when we consider the
character and tendency of this education, especinlly its religious feature, this
of itself is highly encouraging. TFully four thousand youths and adults have
renounced Romanism through the instrumentality of this Scciety. Many
have experienced spiritual blessings, and there is reason to expect still greater
results.

Numerous facts are at hand to demonstrate the utility of this mission.
Many are now employed as eatechists, colporteurs, and missionaries, who were
formerly pupils in these schools. Some of its scholars are now preparing for
the work of the ministry, while others are engaged in this great work.
During the past year twenty-nine young persons were brought under the
saving power of the Gospel, and have been received into Christian fellowship ;
and there are others in whose hearts the Spirit of God has been working, from
whom we expect similar results.

As our time will not allow further details at present, we truth the statement
now given will be kindly received by the readers of this magazine, and that
they will do their utmost to encourage the agents of this Society, both here
and in Britaio.

Prescott, Nov. 11, 1863. J.T. B.
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Trans=Atlantic Retvospect,

The Autumnal Meeting of the ConarraarioNan UnioN of Fngland and
Wales, held in Liverpool on the 13th of October, and three following days,
was marked in a high degree by a spirit of unity, earnestness, and devotion
to principles. The subjects which principally engaged the attention of the
meeting were Lay Agency, British Missions, and T'rust Deeds.  T'he former
iz evidently the question of the day, buth in England and this country—how
best to employ the laymen of the churches who have the ability and the will
to do good ; how best to supplement the labours of pastors, by carrying the
word of Gud into neighbourhoods where it is inadvisable to form churches
and to place a minister. The remarks of Mr. Morley on this subject were
worthy of serious notice.

¢ IIe had been struck with the rapid extension of the Primitive Methodist So-
ciety—a body which was duing a vast amount of good throughout the conntry,
and there was one fact with respect to it which showed the importance t) it of lny
agency. Although the body numbered 0,000 preaching stations, there were only
800 ministers. Now ho had observed that in a very large number of Independent
churches the ministers were in circumstances of deep depression. Pastors were
anxious to remove, and the people wero often as anxivus to get them away. Thero
was no cohesion between the members and minister.  What was needed was that
they should be brought more frequently into loving co-operation with one another.
A minister in the North of England had told him that out of 350 members belon-
ging to his church, there were not more than fifty doing active work for the Lord,

urely that was a wrong state of things, and doubtless if it could be remedied
the progress of the church would be much more rapid.”

There i3 no reason that lay agency should not be employed among us in 2
far larger degree than it has hitherto been ; our system is expansive enough
to embrace it in its widest operations. Among all denominations, and not
fess in the Episcopalian than others, there is a growing convietion that it is
the duty of all Christians of both sexes to join in the work of the Lord, and
that it is one great duty of pastors to sce that the members of their churches
are thus employed ; an idle church is an anomaly, it is worse, it is a sin, it
is treason against the Lord and Master, and we rejvice in the proefs that the
churches are alive to their duty in this matter; it is a greater carnest of the
spread of the gospel than millions of dollars contributed year by year to send
out missionaries, or to scatter the Bible over the land. When every member
of every church, or even the bulk of them, are heartily at work for the Lord,
then, and not until then may we expect such an outpouring of success as
shall indicate the dawn of the latter day glory.

The meeting on Congregational principles was a noble one; we do not
remember to have read any speeches on the subject which more completely
commanded our approval ; although the speakers were all hearty in their
adherence to Congregationalism, yet it was in submission to the word of God
and to Christ—no exalting the system at the expense of the truth, no blind
unreasoning adhesion to it because it was Congregationalism, as Dr.Vaughan
well said :—

“You have heard a great deal this evening about our principles, and a stranger
might suppose that we were in danger of attaching undue importance to them.
Now I dv not mean to say that there is no danger of that kind, but I d> mean to
say that there is not another denomination in Chbristendom so free from that
weakness. You will hear a great deal more in our pulpits against trusting in
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church polity or anything shart of Christ than you will hear ahout Congregation-
alism.  We aro ready, indeed, to confess that in the hands of mon that aro not
wise and pood it may become the most repulsive thing in Chiristendom. But lot
it be in the hands of sober and wise men, and we fear nothing. Now, we have
no fuith at all in the infullibility of Popes or of the Church they are supposed to
represent, or of an English Parlinment, or of any sort of church that that Par-
linment can ereate.  Nor have we any fuith in the infallibility of John Wesley,
or Dr. Owen, or John llowe. We never say that a thing must be right because
Dr. Owen or John Ilowe said it.  We retnin our own manhood in the presence of
all who have gone before us, and we follow them but as far as they fol[nw Christ.
Wo say you may take our polity and form of worship, and be most jealous for
tho upholding of it, and not be a bit of a Christian after all; or, on the other
hand, you may reject our polity and yet be n very good Christian.  Surely, then,
wo can l’x'm-dly bo charged with attaching a superstitious value to outward organ-
isations,

The resolution to which he spoke was a very appropriate one in these
times. It said—

“That this meeting would be deeply coneerned that while the Churches of the
Cougregativnal order hold the complete sufficiency of the Sacred Seriptures, and
advocate unrestricted liberty of conscience, they should retain a warm unabated
attachment to the peculiar truths of Christianity, and cultivate the spirit of fer-
vent devotion, in order to secure more of that heavenly influence of the Ilaly
Gh_oss; without which all human endeavours to extend vital religion would bo
vain.

The Rev. J. Baldwin Brown also delivered a very cloquent specch to the
following resolution : :

“That while cultivating a true and expansive charity towards all the fullowers
of the Saviour of every denomination, this meeting is convinced that the relation
of Iudependency to other forms of Church polity is such as to give peculiar value
to the enunciation of its distinctive principles with a view to counteract abounding
errors, and to diffuse Evangelical truth.”

We can only give his concluding words, which are as follows :

*“Qur place, as I have said, is in the van, and the vanguard is not as the main
body of the host.  We have fought in the van for ages. There is hardly a great
question affecting the liberties and the progress of mankind on which the Inde-
pendents have not been the first to feel and to spoak the truth. We are not
ashamed of our principles. We are not ashamed of our ancestry. We number
among our forefathers some of earth’s purest and noblest spirits, men in every
age who, rather than bow the knee to Baal, have taken joyfully spoiling, bonds,
and death. And we know whom we have believed. We know that the archetype
of our divine principles is on high; and we know that, few as we may scem on
earth in comparison with the multitudes which attach themselves to more pompous
and portly churches, our place will not be a mean one, nor will our company be
small in that great day of revelation when those who have won in all ages the great
victory of faith shall pass up, when the battle is ended, to lay their spoils at the
feet uf the Great Captain, and receive from his hand their ecrowns.”

At the meeting on British Missions, the Chairman, Samuel Morley, Esq.,
in his opening address, dwelt upon the spiritual destitution of England, and
the adaptation of their system to exalt the masses of the people. Hesaid truly,

“The only ¢ondition was personal, living sympathy with the people. The great
problem was how to get to those classes, and that problem had yet to be solved.
As yet they were only on the threshold of this great work, and he was thankful
to find other sections of the Christinn church were awakening to their duty in
the matter, {ur there was no time to descend to personal differences in the face
of 80 great & work yet to be accomplished. He was at the same time very jealous
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that their own body should take a fair share of the toil. The true test of a
church ought to be the work which it did.”

At this meeting, one of those liberal offers which we are accustomed to
hear of almost every session was made by Mr. H. O. Wills, of Bristol, to
contribute £3U0 to the funds of the Society if nine other gentlemen would
do the same. We observed that three other names were mentioned as having
responded to this offer, but it was not stated if the waole amount was
made up.

One of the most important papers read at the meeting was by Mr. Morley,
on Chapel Trust Deeds, their character, custody, and influence upon the life
of the body. The paper was cvidently most carefully prepared, and is
deserving of close attention in this country as well as in Xngland. It is of the
last importance that the trust deed of a chapel should be carefully drawa, and
not encumbered with any proviso which may be a drag upou the life of the
church. In the matter of trustees, more than one of our churches are in the
anomalous position of having trustees who have for years ceased to be mem-
bers of the church, and who may be actually hostile to it, yet who cannot be
removed bu. by an application to Chancery, a proceeding in no way desirabie.
It is as easy to make provision for this when drawing up a deed, as it is
difficult to remedy it subsequently. It is also important that proper care
should be given to the custody of the deeds. We have an impression that
as little real care is taken of them here as was found in some of the Xnglish
chapels.  On the one point of the stringency of the trust deeds, we so fully
agree with Mr. Morley that we quote his own words :

‘1. In many of them I have found introduced provisions which are quite ir-
reconcileable with our most cherished principles. Thus I have myself scen a
deed within the last six months, in which the power of appointing the minister
to 2 chapel was vested not in the church-members or spiritual persons as we are
accustomed {o consider them, but in the seat-holders; a money payment entitling
them to this privilege. Not unfrequently the appointmentis in the trustees, who
thus supersede the functions of the Church. 2. In many of them there is much
that is unnecessaay. Thus I remember a deed in which a clause was inserted
prescribing where and by whom the key of the building should be kept, a detail
which might surely have been left to the church and its officers. With all defer-
ence for some of our existing models, I venture to submit whether it is necessary
that the exact mode of appropriation of the pew-rents, the service of occasional
ministers, &c., should be the sulject of clauses, and whetker these and similar
subjects may not be covered by the general phrase, “according to the usages, &c¢.”
without further defini*ion. 3. I shall, I think, carry with me the sympathies of
this assembly in expressing gratification that it is ceasing to be a custom among
us to preseribe that the minister shall, when called upon, be required to declare
#n 1writing his adherence to certain *“doctrines and order,” & provision which
needlessly exposes him to disrespect and aonoyance. 4. I venture to add thatit
is my earnest desire that it should be very careflully considered whether it is wise
and right to render so prominent in our trust deeds our practice of * psedobap-
tism,” in the presence of 2 very wide-spréad, and as I hope, increasing desire to
combine the two sections into which Congregationalists are divided. The con-
troversy is one which is bequeathed to us with historical bitterness, and in rela-
tion to it differences have been exaggerated. When we insert in our legal
instruments the phrase * being paedobaptists,” we are not only preventing at the
present time the admission on equal terms of our brethren who are Baptists ; but
what to my mind is far more grievons, we are binding our successors never to
welcome them on such terms, ‘“at all times for ever hereafter.” It may be that
the Baptists will not come—that they will persist in being separate—but why
should we render it impossible, whatever may happen, that they should on equal
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terms be received. If controversies similar in importance to this are to be treated
in this way, I can seenoend to the difficulties with which we shall be embarassed.
Ishould greatly prefer that the clause on the subject of baptism should provide for
the right to pract.se within the chapel the baptism of infants by sprinkling,
vhich clause would effectually guard against the alienation of the property by
over zealous and unscrupulous Baptists, and louve it open to include besides any
other mode or subjects as may be thought expedient.”

His concluding remarks on the difference between endowment and per-
sonal effort are cogent and weighty. He said—

¢ Property to be devoted to religious uses cannot in my judgment be better in-
vested than by an expenditure in the lifetime of its possessor. Investitin any
common earthly security, and “ moth and rust will corrupt, and thieves break
through and steal.” But give it for God at once, without reserve, that it may do
his work and receive his blessing, and under the very eyes of the giver it will
kindle as hallowed fire to consume the evil; or secretly and silently spread itself
as streams of living water to make ‘“ the desert rejoice and blossom as the ruse.”
Our strength is not in the number and value of our parchmeats, or the extent of
the property which they describe. bat in the truth that abides, and the holy life
that glows in the hearts and minds of our rencwed and instructed people. Un-
less the influence of property is jealously watched and restricted, it will be our
weakness and may prove even our ruin. The desire ought not to be for more
endowments, but for more consecrated personal activity ; 7. e., for more holy and
divine life. The warning voices that come to us from older and more richly en-
dvwed communities, tell of worldlivess, strife, and corruption with which we fear
they have become inextricably entangled, and should make us watchful lest we
should be overtaken Ly similar evils, and thankful, if, as a religions community,
we have * neither poverty nor riches,” and are without bonds and burdens free
to serve Christ.

The notice of this meeting has estended to a length which does not permit
as to mention in detail other subjects of interest. It may suffice to say that
a paper was read on ‘‘ The Introduction of Ministers to Churches,” by Dr.
Spence, valuable in itself, and the occasion of an animated discussion on
that important subject; also on * The Pastor's Retiring Ifund;” and on
 Denominational Resources.”” Those of our readers who would like to read
these essays will no doubt find them in the Year Book, when published. The
meeting was in cvery respect a great success, its tone was admirable, its
enunciation of our distinctive principles clear and unmistakeable, while a
deep-rooted spirit of fealty to the truth and genuine catholicity appeared to
pervade the meeting from first to last.

omicixl.

RECEIPTS FOR CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE, FGR NOV., 1863.

Toronto, Second Church, 0n account .ooeevrrienverrieecenniininnne. .. 825 37
Garafraza, per Rev. R. Brown .eeueiveiiieeeceiieeneiieeniciniiinieeeees. 500

Stratford, per Rev. J. Durrant o eeeens et 900
Frauklin, C. B., per Rev. H. Lancashire........ coeereeeevericeereeee 200
Vankleek Hill, per Rev. R. Lewis, jun. ........ vererenn v veveeeneeee. 1200
Sheffield, N. B., per Rev. R. Wilson ...eevveeneeeeerreeeeinnnncneenns. 11 00
Newmarket, per Rev. E. Barker, on account ..... ........ eeaenas .. 1511
Manilla, per Rev. D. MeGregor . vvvevveirireierinereans covnveoneneanene. 16 15
Markham and Stouffville, per Rev. W. H. Aliworth ...cceevvenneiees 29 00

Nov. 28, 1863. F. H. MarLING, Sec.
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“STRONG DRINK IS RAGING 1”

The following resolution, passed by the Congregational Union, at its last
annual meeting, and already published, in connection with several others on
the subject of Temperance, in the July number of this magazine, is repro-
duced, in order that brethren may remember and redeem their ¢ pledge” :

« Resolved, That the ministers are agein requested to preach on Temperanco,
on the Subbath next preceding the 25th December.”

It is earncstly hoped that not only the ministers, but the people also, will
preach on the subjeet, at the scason referred to. The banishing from our
tables and sideboards of the tempting wine, and the respectiul but decided
refusal to partake of it when offered, will be a sermon that will be remem-
bered, and reflected on, long after the discourse from the pulpit has been for-
gotten! Let every one, then, and especially every professing Christian, weigh
well his responsibility in the sight of God, in this respect, and pause before
¢ putting the bottle to his neighbour’s lips,” or even to his own.

Joux Woop,

Brautford, Nov. 27, 18(3. Sec. Treas. Cong. Union of Canade

WESTERN DISTRICT MISSIONARY MEETINGS, 1864.

The following is the programme of arrangements for the above District :—
Ifamilton ..ec.o.oooo.dun, 11...... Messrs. Ebbs, Robinson, Lightbody, McGill-
13

Barton cveveeenn onne. ¢ 12 Ebbs, Robinson, Lightbody.
Guelpl oeveveerinnns “ 13...... ¢ Xbbs, Robinson, Lightbody, Armour.
Garafraxa .o weeen 0 18 0 ¢« Ebbs, Robinson, Lightbody.
Luther ..oooee oeeene LLE & SOP ¢« Armour, J. Brown.
Eramosa ...occannee, “ 15 ... #  1bbs, Robinson, Lightbody, Armour.
PATIS cevnnene ven eeens “ 18...... ¢ TRobinson, Pullar, Lightbody, Snider.
London ......... ceeeen “ 19 ...... ¢ Robinson,Durrant, Lightbody, Pullar.
Southwold............ “20...... ¢ TRobinson, Durrant, Lightbody, Pullar.
Thamesville ... ..... .21l ¢« Pullar, Smith.
Bothwell or Dresden ¢ 22...... ¢ TPullar, Smith.
Brantford ........ ...Feb. 8...... ¢ Lightbody, R. Hay, Ebbs, Watson.
« Meeting of Western Association to suppl
Scotland . ...ceeneene. 9... { S the test of the wg&g
€ “« 10...... 6 « “ «
Kelvin coovvieinnnn. “« 10...... « “ « «
New Durbam .. ..o ¢ 1., « “ « «
Burford ........c.... “ 11.... « “ « «
Norwichville ......... “ 12l ¢ « ¢« «
Stratford ......... ... “ 1b...... Messrs. J. Brown, W. Hay, Clarke.
Listowel . <eeuiiniiils “ 16...... « J. Brown, W. Hay, Day.
Molesworth ..... N YT «“ J. Brown, W. Hay, Day.
Howick.....ocouvans “ 18 ... ¢« J. Brown, McGregor, W. Ilay,
Turnberry............ “ 19..... « J Brown, McGregor, W. Hay.
« 1= ¢« R. Hay (to preach at Warwick on
Watford ..ovooeenee. 15... { the?H(th),p Lightbody, R. Brown.
Warwick woveeennn.. “ 16...... ¢ R. Tay, Lightbedy, R. Brown.
Plympton .oovevvennes ¢ 17..0.L. ¢ R. Hay, Lightbody, R. Brown.
Bosanquet......ooos ¢ 180 “ R. Hay. R. Brown.
Forest ooooiveeains ¢ 180 ¢ Lightbody, McCallum.

Sarpia ......... Cereens “ 19..... “  R. Hay, R. Brown, McCallum.
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It is hoped that the brethren will, as usual, cither personally or by exchange
of pulpits, urze the cluims of the Home Mission enterprise upon their people
at each preaching station, on the Subbath before the meeting is held. 1t is
also particularly requested that all possible publicity be given to the abuve
appointments, and that the work of collecting be atterded to in good season,
so that full financiul returns way be made up at the close of the annual inecting.

Wi I Crarxke,

Guelph, Nov. 2.4, 18G3. Sec. W. D. I.. C.

@orrespondence.

COLLEGE REMOVAL.

Guerrir, Nov. 24, 18G3.

Mr. Eoitor,—¢Occupying a stand-point of my own, but” without ¢ de-
clining all controversy,” I wish to say, in reference to a communication which
appeared in your last issue on this subject—

1. What is chiefly complained of is the want of such due notice of so im-
portant a motion; as would have secured full discussivn and deliberate action.
Iwas present at the Iawmil*on meeting, but nothing of the sort was openly
mooted, and ¢ I certainly did not hear gossip.”

2. The forbearance of the ¢ sixty Montreal subscribers,”” in not voting, is
duly appreciated ; but it has no bearing whatever on the point at issue, that
being, as I have stated, the want of proper notice of motion.

3. A very large portion of “the discussion in June” scems to have
strangely eseaped being ““ noticed.”  Most assuredly there were ¢ unfavora-
ble comparisons” and ¢ depreciatory allegations”” indulged in, whoever may
have failed to “hear” or “notice” them. Nor were they of the nature of
‘“gossip,”’ but public ¢ utterances in debate.”” In thus speaking, T do not
at all question the statement of your correspondent as to his  honest con-
victions.”  Convictions may be thoroughly honest, but at the same time
thoroughly incorrect. Certainly it was the chief plea of which I wmade use,
in urging a year’s delay, that the removal decided on in Montreal, fur such
reasons as were mainly dwelt upon, would throw the Montreal and Toronts
brethren into invidious relations toward each other. The result has been as
I feared; and our action, instead of alluring toward us the brethren who
have stood alvof so long, has tended to repel them the more. I must dissent
from the statement that ¢ the churches in Toronto, with their respective pas-
tors, are loved and honored, as they ought to be.”  The treatment which the
fraternal and eminently proper ¢ circular’’ of the First church, respecting the
constitution of the Union, received from the body at large, was anything bat
indicative of love and honour. A general, hearty, kind response from the
churches and pastors belonging to the Union, would, I firmly believe, have
done much to win them to our fellowship. ¢ Weare verily guilty concerning
our” brethren; we have acted too much in that spirit of mistaken indepen-
dency which says, «If you don’t choose to join us, we can do without you.”
I sympathise, perhaps, as little as any one with the peculiar views of' the First
church, Toronto, in reference to the constitution of the Union, and have more
frankly debated the points at issne then any other member of the Union; but
I am satistied & wore practical and kindly demonstration of brotherly love,
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would neither have been ill-bestowed, nor shown in vain. ¢ Open rebuke i-
better than seeret love.”

4. Doubtless other things beside the necessity of consulting the Cwlonial
Misstonary Society, would have “occurred” to brethren, had time for calm
reflection been given.  If there bo any foree in this allusion, it only adds
weight to the argunments in favor of twelve months’ notice of motion.  For
myself, T candidly own T was inclined to lovk favorably upon the proposal
when it was first made, though all along T depreeated the hot haste with
which the thing was driven through.  Farther thought and consultation have
greatly modified my views; and I believe they would have modilied the views
of uthers, who, as [ think, committed themselves too rashly to a measure
which [ fear they will live to rue.

5. The whule business affords an illustration of the way in which a few
leading spitits, having pretty thoroughly canvassed a measure themacives, fall
into the innueent wistake of suppusing that no one out of their cirele, cither
needs or desires opportunity to give it special considerstion. 1t is thus
demuoceracies glide by insensible degrees into oligarchies. ¢ Eternal vigilanee
is the price of liberty.” W. I C.

Jews of the @huvehes.

BOND-STREET CONGREGATIONAL CITURCII, TORONTO.
DEDICATORY SERVICES,

The new charch edifice on Bond-street, erected by the church under the
pastorate of the Rev. F. 1. Marling, is rapidly approaching completion, and
will be opened for divine worship (D.V.) on Sabbath, December 13th, when
the Rev. Dr. Daggett, of Canandaigua, New York State, i3 expected to
preach in the morning and evening, and Rev. J. B. Howard (Wesleyan) in
the afternoon.

On the following Sabbath, the 20th, these services will be continued, Rev.
Dr. Burns preaching in the morning, Rev. T. S. Ellerby in the afternoon,
and Dr. Caldicott in the evening.

The Ladies will hold a Sale in the school-room on Tuesday, the 15th, and
a publie Sucial Meeting will be held on Tuesday the 22nd.

We but express the heartfelt desire of the esteemed pastor and people, who
aro now preparing to remove to their new and beautiful house of prayer, when
we say, that the prayers Sand the prosenoe, if possible) of friends from a dis-
tance would be highly valued oun this occasion.

SALE OF TIiE CONGREGATIONAL CIIAPEL, SiMCOE.
Guerrn, Nov. 24, 1863.

Mr. Epttor,—I beg to send you the subjuined item, clipped from a
Simeoe paper, for the ¢ News of the Churches” department of the forth-
coming number of our magazine. Tt is not an encouraging item, but a faithful
history of that ¢ varicty of causes” which, though ¢ superfluous to recount”
in a secular journal, would be eminently proper in the denominational organ,
and could not fuil to misister valunble instruction and warning.
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My chief ubject in sending the clipping for publication, is to call the atten-
tion of the body in general to the proposed alienation of denominational
property and funds, which, it secms to me, no “legal furms,”” huwever
wstrictly preserved,” ean render valid. I have drawn che attention of the
Secrctary of the Union to the matter in a private note, aud now put it where
the eye of the entire body will fall upon it.

1 am yours, very truly,
Wy F. Crarke.

Sarr or T CoNgruGaTiONAT, CuarEL.—On Suturday last the above chapel was
sold, according to previous announcement in this paper. The Congregational
interest in Simcoe, from a variety of causes, which it would be superfluouns to
recount, has long been in a state of declension, and the Church wisely determined
to dispuse of tho Church property before it went into hopeless ruin. Legal advice
was had, and the legal forms strictly preserved, and the property was purchased
by the Methodist New Connexion Society of this town, for six hundred and fifty
dollars. Tt is the intention of the members of the Congregational Church to
divide the proceeds of the sale between the Tract Society, the Bible Svcicty. and
the varions Protestant Sabbath Schools of the town. Next season the building
is to be thoroughly repaired, and we trust that for many years it will remain a
house of prayer.

REV. W. . ALLWORTII’'S ADDRESS.

The following is an abridgment of the Address to the Students, at the opening service
of the Congregational College, held in the Second Church, Richmond-strect, Oct. Tth,

It is presumied by us that you were Christian men before yon were encou-
raged to pursue studies for the Christian ministry, but to a Christian there
may be danger even in such pursuits.  Jawiliarity with sacred subjects may
gradually weaken our reverence for them—imperceptibly our religious exer-
cises may grow cold and perfunctory. You need only to be reminded of this,
to see how needful it is that you should be incessantly watchful over the state
of your hearts before God, lest you satisfy yourselves with the form and letter
of devotion, long after the life and spirit are departed from it.

Much of your comfort, and more of your success, will depend on the
reality of your communion with God. This will be the secret of your power.
Divine intercourse enlists divine aid. * * * Those who have real
fellowship with God will be animated with divine strength, and find divine
cousolations.

In respect to your studics, remember what Paul says: ¢« This one thing I
do.”” Lect there be a unity of aim.  Your studies may be various ; let your
aims be one. Do not forget the end for which you give yourselves to the
work of the Christian ministry, nor confound means with it~ Very mauy of
the mistakes of this present hife arise from confounding means and ends, or
in furgetting the end and  -suing the means for its own sake. Sucha
mistake in the ministry is a grievous one; hence keep definitely before your
wind that for which you study, and for which you intend to labour.

Need I rewind you that the objeet for which a student in divinity Jabours
is not that he may have a respectalle calling 2 That may be a collateral
advantage if he be a successful student, but cannot be the end.

Neither is it an end that ke may oltain a living. e must, however, live
if he would work ; hence there is a danger of confounding that important
means with the end, while really it is only subsidiary to it. In Old Testament



176 REV. W. 1. ALLWORTI'S ADDRESS,

times it was looked upon as the mark of a degraded condition for one to desire
the priest’s oflice for a morsel of bread.  Yet the living is no unimportant
constderation in connexion with preaching the gospel. Much of o minister's
comfort and uselulness muy be impeded or promoted by such a measure of
temporal things asshall place him above anxiety, ovleave him a prey to it, Se
much has this been felt to be the ease, that in some churches the minister's
charge or benelice has been tevmed o “living.””  Phrscology of such ques-
tionable correctness, however, is not in use awong us, because we know that
a pastoral charge and a living are nut synonymous—the former may not aftford
more than o muivl\ of the latter.  While then you may wisely enough hestow
a llum\hl. sometitmes on the living (beeause you must liveif you ]lbnur) you
this is not the end for which you enter the Illllll‘:ll) Do not be over anxious
about it. ¢ Consider the lilies of the hdd

Applause from men s not an end. A desire for it may ecasily insinuate
itsell into the heart of one pl(‘pum" for the ministey.  * © ¥ [t may
get to be a ruling passion.  Then what a poor, despieable thing that has
beeome, which should have been the honoured sorvant of Jehovah ! A man
Inbouring and striving for popularity, seeking the praise of men rather than
the praise of God, aiming to dazzle rather than instruet, should never pros-
titute the pulpit to his vain purposes; let him seek some other sphere in
which to compass his little ends in a manner less dishonouring to God.

Lreaching itself is not an end. It is indeed an important means.  No
theatogieal student should be indifferent as to whether he make an aceeptable
preacher or no.  He should bend all his energies to this objeet, and make all
his studies subserve it, ever remembering that the great end to which his life
is to be devoted is the salvation of men—¢ the bringing many sons to
glory "—the building up of the charch of Christ.  Let every student for the
wiuistry keep it before him, that whatever he may fit hiwmselt to secuve,—
respeetability, applause, or wealth, he will fail of his legitimate object if he
be not spivitually and intellectually qualified to lead sinners to Christ, and
saiuts to elory.

Be it then your determination, that whatever you engage in shall be means
to this end, and that whatever will directly or lndlrcct]y subserve this grand
purpose, shall not be undervalued. * *  *  Iischew the notion of seul\m"
high attainment merely tfor emolument, or in order that you may sccure thc
best places.  Ordinarily, & man may be expected to sceure a place somewhat
propertioned to his ability ; but it must be remembered that we in Canada
have a wide field, with not much choice of charges. Most of our ficlds
require, in no ordinary degree, seli~denying labour and love to Christ on the
part of the minister. Aun easy field, with a tractable people, and an ample
salary, where a large harvest of souls may be gathered, may be naturally
enough the objeet of hope to the student for the ministry. ~ He may ocea-
sionally treat his imagination to such a sphere; but iet him be assured the
whole thing is utopian, and exists no where else but in his imagination. We
have no such fields in Canada. OQur congregations are for the most part
scattered over a great space, and made up of people trained under varied
influences, and gathered from different countries; sume never aceustomed to
support rehgious institutions, some indisposed to do so, while others, who
formerly belonged to large congregations in older countries, find it hard to
adapt themselves to the “style of things required in the smaller churches of
Canada.

Moderate, dear young friends, your espectations of everything but the
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labour; expeet plenty of that I Make up your minds cheerfully to enter any
fickl which the Lord may open to you; theve is uot mneh choice.  Dat in
every ficld theve will be found something to compensate for the toil, and in
every heart that is engaged from love to Christ will bo found more than
enough to countervail the anxiety.  During your studies do not set your heart
too strongly on any particular kind of field. ¢ Mind not high things, hut
condexeend to men of Jow estate.”  You ave training to he missionaries, and
must be willing to take any part of the work which the Lord assigns to you,
the rough or the smooth—to oceupy any place He may appoint to you, the
highest or the Towest. ¥ * ¥ [t would be well for those preparing for the
ministry to tuke something more than an ocensional glance at the ficld they
will be called to oceupy, that there be no disuppointment when their term of
study censes,

Let we remind my voung brethren that though the ficld presents a rural,
and in many eases, a rough nspect, it does not follow that the people forming
the congregations in such spheres will neeessarily be ignorant, or disposed to
be as casily satisfied as many a congregation in the rural parts of Kngland,
who have been born and brought up under the circmmstances in which they
are found.  In Canada, for the most part, our congregations are formed of
men who have lived in other spheres, and listened to many of the best
preachers in the cities of Kugland, Seotland, Ireland, and the United States.
Men who are able to discriminate, and prepared to institute comparisons; if
they ean dispense with the polish, must have thought and instruction, or they
will nut be satisfied,  *  * % Labour, then, to be thorough students, that
you may fully meet tho exizencies of your future position.  Think not thut
if you are to oceupy a rural sphere, and preach in some country village with
out-stations in a new settlement, that it does not matter about qualifications—
that it is lost kubour to seck a deep acquaintance with the doctrines of Chrig-
tianity and curreet wethods of seriptural exeesis. Do not suppose that
learning and study are wasted, if they are not to be employed on metropoiitan
audiences and refined society. Many of the oceupants of our new settlements
thiek for themselves, and know how to appreciate thought in others. * * *
In rural districts much abatement is neeessarily made in the demand for out-
ward pulish, because there are circumstances in which it is impossible to
secure it. [u external appearance it is searcely possible to maintain the
neatness and order so common and so easily kept up in the town. Travelling
through dust or mud, and taking charge of your horse, will sadly interfere
with that nice regard to mien which ig the natural attendant of education and
refincment.  This applies to other professions in rural districts of Cuanada;
but we are not to infer that beeause they will excuse the sviled or dusty coat,
they are indifferent about a defective education. * *  * Iy it ever
supposed that in the attainment of a lower standard of medical proficiency,
country practitioner will be likely to succeed ? In consideration of his sphere
of practice, is his curriculum lowered, or his license more easily obtuined ?
Noj it is wiscly thought that it requires as much study to qualify for forming
a correct diagnosis, as much skill to amputate a limb, or reduce a dislocation,
or subdue a fever, in a country patient, as it would in similar cases in the city.
So sin is as inveterate, infidelity as wily and deceitful, and the human heart
as sealed against the trath, in the humbler fields of miuisterial labour, as in
the more polished spheres of refined society. Be assured, then, that it is
necessary, whatever your field of labour, to go into it with a mind thoroughly
qualificd and furuished for the work. * * =
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Let me say here a few words about habits of study. Guard against listless
habits. Oue hour well occupied and improved is better than three spent
carelessly, book in hand, with thoughts wandering on other things. Do not
grudge time for recreation ; and when you do unbend, do it thoroughly—let
such seasons be real relaxation. In order that you may redecm time for this,
work while you do work. Let your seasons of study be seasons of thought.
A very little experience will teach a man how easy it is to read on a subjeet
and never think of it—to be occupied in thought on ore subject, while the
eye is passing over another. This habit may be soon contracted, but not soon
broken up. Much watchfulness is required in the study of metaphysical
subjects, or careless habits will be formed.

No small point is attained when a man has learnced to think. All are not
independent thinkers. Some who enter the ministry after having studied for
it, do little more than retail the thoughts of others. It is important to acquire
the habit of thinking for ourselves. * * * We do not mean by this that
valuable thoughts are to be despised because we are not the authors of them,
or that we are always to be affecting originality—striking out new and strange
paths on every subjeet. We may think independently, and yet adhere to a
predecessor’s views and adopt them. There is a peculiar advantage to be
obtained in thinking out a subject for ourselves; it enables us to discuss it,
and descant on it, with confidence and fearlessness such as they cannot fecl
who have accustomed themselves to echoing the thoughts of others. There
is, moreover, a pleasure in giving utterance to our own thoughts, not felt in
repeating what we have not closely reflected on. * * *

Let me remind the student of the importance of “kind nature’s sweet
restorer, balmy sleep.”” We do not believe in ¢ midnight oil,” the opinious
of wise men to the contrary notwithstanding. Ordinarily, if you would
secure a clear head during the day, you must give yourselves your regular
hours of repose through the night. Some may be able to abridge the hours
of slumber very much, and yet experience no evil consequences; but allow
me to say that they who can do so are very few, and can form no proper
example for ordinary men. * * *  The habit of retiring at a regular
hour, and getting up when you have had sleep enough, will secure more
health, better eyesight, clearer and more profitable hours of study. Do not
think any of these items of advantage are trifles; much of your future
comfort and success depends upon them. The only circumstunces under
which there appears to be wisdem in early rising, are those in which it has
been preceded by early retiring. Sleep is as necessary to health as food : if
either must be abridged, the student will do better to do so in regard to the
latter. Our Lord’s example, when he was engaged in the active dutics of
healing, teaching, and travelling from place to place, and yet getting up before
day to redecm time for prayer, could searcely be intended to apply to men of
sedentary life, whose engagemeuts are reading and study. * * *

Let me, before I close, cxpress a thought or two respecting some of the
doctrines which will be brought under your notice. We have every confidence
in your honored tutor, and doubt not that in pursuing your studies under his
guidance you will come to correct results.

May I be pardoned if I warn you against a popular and fashionable theo-
logy, which is sometimes imbibed before it is suspected ? It is not the less
dangerous because it is negative in its character. I refer to that method of
teaching which holds up Christ as an example, and ignores him as a
sacrifice.
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There are three ways in which this is being done. The first is by denying
the atonement and vicarious offering of Christ. This is not only the most
honorable, but the least dangerous method of attack. Open assault affords
opportunity for defence, and commouly finds champions ready tv assume it.
¥ % & The second method of treating the doctrine in question to which
we allude, is by saying nothing about it. This course seldom alarms its
friends—at least not for a time. The doctrine is dropped, and suspicion is
Julled by a great deal of talk about Christ in all his relations to us, except
that of a sacrifice for our sins. * * *  There is yet another and more
subtle way of treating the subject. This is done by employing orthodox
phraseology, talking about atonement, the blood of Christ, his szerifice, &e.,
while his example is made the emphatic thing—taking care so to explain the
orthodox phrases, that they be not understood in any such sense as old-
fashioned divines explained them. Such will tell us that the sacrifice of
Christ was a grand proof of God's love—as indeed it was—but they keep out
of sight that it was intended to satisfy his justice. These will tell us that
the vicarious sufferings of Christ can be illustrated by the mother suffering
for her child when it is first launched into this eartbly life, or when she
subsequently suffers nights of pain and wearisomeness watching its sick couch,
or by the various ways among mankind in which one is called to suffer for
another’s benefit.

We do not hesitate to say that this method of teaching is likely more
effectually to lead from the truth, than by denying the atonement altogether.
Such views of the doctrines of Clrist are not those of the Apostles or ithe early
Church. It does not present Christ’s death as a satisfaction for sin, henee it
is not the view of atonement taken by the Reformers, or as explained by
Ridgely, Charnock and others. If such views as these were only taught in a
corner by some obscure individual, it would not be worth while to mention
them here; but when we know their advocates have pulpit power and influ-
ence, the public ear, and the public eye, through which to disseminate these
errors, it becomes us to raise a voice of warning. Many seec no cause for
alarm in this matter; but remember, the danger is nut in what is seen, but
in what is not seen.

Let me again urge upon you to cultivate a sincere, deep and earnest piety,
since without it you will be powerless. There may be mental force, but there
will be a sad want of unetion ; there may be philosophical correctness, but no
moving emotions.

Let me further add, during your course of studies (afterwards if you will)
be moderate in your expectations from men. Expeet great things from God.
You can scarcely expect too much from God, if you ask him, or expect too
little from man. God is a fountain—men are broken cisterns. Let your
dependence be on God, and may he give you strength for all your duties, and
adapt you to all the positions you may be called to fill, and fit you daily to be
8s polished shafts in his quiver to do his work, and as chosen servants to
build up his churches.

Use sin as it will use you; spare it not, for it will not spare you: it is your
murderer, and the murdererof the world. Use it, therefore, as a murderer should
be used.  Kill it, Lefore it kills you.—Baater.

In the face of the sun you may see God’s beauty; in the fire you may feel
his heat warming; in the water his gentleness to refresh you; it is the dew
of heaven that makes your field give you bread.
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FARTILY CARE, A IIEAVENLY DISCIPLINE,

BY MRS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE,

Why should these cares my heart divide,
If Thou, indeed, hast sct me free?
Why am I thus, if thou hast died—
If thou hast died to ransom me?

Nothing is more frequently felt and spoken of, as an hindrance to the
inward life of devotion, than the “cares of life;’’ and even upon the show-
ing of our Lord himself, the cares of the world are the thorns that choke
the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

And yet if this is a necessary and inevitable result of worldly care, why
does the providence of God so order things that they form so large and
unavoidable a part of every human experience? Why is the phyiscal system
of man arranged with such daily, oit-recurring wants? Why does his nature,
in its full development, tend to that state of society, in which wants multiply,
and the business of supply becoies more complicated, and requiring cun-
stantly more thought and attention, and bringing the outward and seen into
a state of constant friction and pressure on the inner and spiritual 7 It is
true that some claim that the thousand wants of advanced civilization are
not from God, but among the many inventivns which man has sought out.
But they are from God, and of his ordering and arranging, as much as the
blossoms and fruit which each kind of sced produces; aud as the plant is
arranged by God to produce first the rudimental leaves, then stalk, bud,
blossom, and fruit, and all are his creation, so the human spirit, as it unfolds
in society, produces first the rude and simple wants of life, and gradually and
neeessarily expands into the variety, and bloom, and complexity of eivilization
and refinement; and the thousand wants which this state induces in the
human being, are as truly from God as the first simple eravings for food, and
drink, and shelter.

Why, then, has God arranged an outward system tobe a constant diversion
frow: the inward—a weight on its wheels—a burden on its wings—and then
commanded a strict and rigid inwardness and spirituality ?—why placed us
where the things that are seen and temporal, must unavoidably have so much
of our thoughts, and tiwe, and care, and yet said to us, “set your affectious
oo things above, not on things on the earth,” ¢ Love not the world, neither
the things in the world?””  Aund why does one of our brightest examples of
Christian experience, as it should be, say, ¢ While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which
are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal 7

The Bible tells us that our whole existence here is a diseiplinary one; that
this whole physical system, by which our spirit is linked with all the joys and
sorrows, hopes and fears, and wants which form a part of it, is designed as
an cducation to fit the soul for its immortality ; hence as worldly care forms
the greater part of the staple of every human life, there must be some mode
of viewing and meeting it, which converts it from an enemy of spirituality
into a means of grace and spiritual advancement.

Why, then, do we so often hear the Jamentation, “ It seems to me as if 1
could advance to the higher stages of Christian life, if it were not for the
pressure of my business and the multitude of my worldly cares?”” Isitnot
God, O Christian! who, in ordering thy lot, has laid these cares upon thee,
and who still holds them about thee, and permits no eseape from thewm ? and
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as his great undivided object is thy spiritual improvement, is there not some
misapprehension or wrong use of these cares, if they do not tend to advanco
it? Is is not cven as if a scholar should say, I could advance in science were
it not for all the time and care which lessons, and books, and lectures require?

How, then, shall earthly care become heavenly discipline? How shall the
position of the weight be altered so as to press the spirit upwards to God,
instead of downward and away ? How shall the pillar of cloud which rises
between us and him, become one of fire, to reflect upou us constantly the
light of his countenance, and to guide us over the sands of life’s desert ?

It appears to us that the great radical difficulty lies in a wrong belief.
There is not a genuine and real belief of the presence and agency of God in
the minor events and details of life, which is necessary to change them from
secular cares into spiritual blessings.

It is true there is much loose talk about an overruling Providence; and
yet, if fairly stated, the belief of a great many Christians might thus be
expressed : God has organized and set in operation certain gencral laws of
matter and mind, which work out the particular results of life, and over these
laws he exercises a general supervision and care, so that all the great affuirs
of the world are carried on after the counsel of his own will : and in a certain
general sense, all things are working together for good to those thatlove God.
But when some simple-minded, child-like Christian really proceeds to refer all
the smaller events of life to God’s immediate care and agency, there is a
gmile of incredulity—and it is thought that the gocd brother displays more
Christian feeling thar sourd philosophy.

But as life for every individual is made up of fractions and minute atoms
—as those things, which go to affect habits and character, are small and
hourly recurring, it comes to pass, that a belief in Providence so very wide
and general is altogether inefficient for conscerating and rendering sacred the
great body of what comes in contact with the mind in the experience of life.
Only once in years does the Christian with this kind of belief, hear the voice
of the Lord God speaking to him. When the hand of death is laid on his
child, or the bolt strikes down the brother by his side; then, indeed, he feels
that God is drawing near; he listens humbly for the inward voice that shall
explain the meaning and need of this discipline. When by some unforescen
occurrence the whole of his earthly property is swept away,—he becomes a
poor man. This event, in his eyes, assumes sufficient magnitude to have
come from God, and to have a design and meaning ; but when smaller com-
forts are removed, smaller losses are encountered, and the petty every-day
vexations and annoyances of life press about him ; he recognises no God, and
hears no voice, and sces no design. Hence John Newton says, Many
Christians who bear the loss of a child or the destruction of all their property
with the most heroie Christian fortitude, are entirely vanquished and overcome
by the breaking of a dish, or the blunders of a servant, and show so unchris-
tian a spirit, that we cannot but wonder at them.”

So when the breath of slander, or the pressure of human injustice comes
£0 heavily on a man, as really to threaten loss of character, and destruction
of his temporal interests; he seems foreed to recognise the hand and voice of
God through the veil of human agencics, and in time-honoured words to say—

When men of spite against me join,
They are the sword, the hand is thine.

But the smaller injustice, and fault-finding, which meets every one more

or less in the daily intercourse of life,—the overheard remark, the implied
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censure, too petty, perhaps, to be cven spoken of,—these duily recurring
sources of disquictude and unhappiness are not referred to God’s providence
nor counsidered as a part of his probation and discipline. Those thousand
vexations which come upon us through the uureasonableuess, the carelessuess,
the various constitutional failings or ill adaptedness of others to our peculiarities
of character, form a very large item of the disquictudes of life, and yet how
very few look beyond the human ageut and feel these are trials coming from
God! Yet it is true, in many cases, that these so-called minor vexations form
the greater part, and, in many cases, the only discipline of /ife; and to those
that do not view them r.s ordered individually by God, and cowming upon them
by specified design, ¢ their afiliction really cometh of the dust, and their
trouble springs out of the ground,” it is sunctified and relieved by no divine
presence and aid, but borne along, and in 2 mere human spirit, and by mere
human reliances, it acts on the mind as a constant diversion and hindrance,
instead of a moral discipline.

Hence, too, comes a coldness and generality and wandering of mind in

rayer,—the things that are on the heart, that are distracting the mind, that
have filled the heart so full that there is no room for anything else, are all
too small and undignified to come within the pale of a prayer; and so, with
a wandering mind and a distracted heart, the Christian offers up his prayer
for things which he thinks he ought to want, and makes no mention of those
which he does want. He prays that God would pour out his Spirit on the
heathen, and convert the world, and build up his kingdom everywhere, when
perbaps a whole set of little anxieties, and wants, and vesxations are so dis-
tracting his thoughts, that he hardly knows what he has been saying. A
faithless servant is wasting his property, a careless or blundering workman
has spoiled a lot of goods, a child is vexations or unruly, a friend has made
promises and failed to keep them, an acquaintance has made unjust or satirical
remarks, some new furniture has been damaged or ruined by carelessness in
the household,—but all this trouble forms no subject-matter for prayer, though
there it is, all the while lying like l~ad on the heart, and keeping it down so
that it has no power to expand and take in anything else. But were God in
Christ known and regarded as the soul’s familiar friend,~were every trouble
of the heart as it rises breathed into His bosom,—were it felt that there is
not one of the smallest of life’s troubles that has not been permitted by him,
and permitted for specific good purpose to the soul, how much more heart-
work would there be in prayer,—how constant, how daily might it become,
bow it might settle and clear the atmosphere of the soul, how it might so
dispose and lay away many anxieties which now take up their place there,
thlz{t' there might be room for the higher themes and considerations of
religion.

Many sensitive and fastidious natures are worn away by the corfstant friction
of what are called little troubles. 'Without any great affliction, they feel that
all the flower and sweetness of their life is faded ; their eye grows dim, their
check careworn, and their spirit loses hope and elasticity, and becomes bowed
with prematnre age, and, in the midst of tangible and physical comfort, they
are restless and unhappy. The constant under-current of little cares and
vexations which is slowly weariug out the finer springs of life is seen by no
one, seldom do they speak of these things to their nearest friends. Yet were
there a friend of a spirit so discerning as to feel and sympathize in all these
things, how much of this repressed electric restlessness would pass off through
such a sympathizing mind.
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Yet among human friends this is all but impossible, for minds are so diverse
that what is a trial and a care to one, is a matter of sport and amusement to
another; and all the inner world breathed into a human ear, only excites a
suprised or contemptuous pity. To whom, then, shall the soul turr: ?—swho
will feel that to he affliction which each spirit feels to be so? If the
soul shut itself within itself it becomes morbid—the fine chords of the mind
and nerves by constant wear become jarring and discordant ; hence fretfulness,
discontent, and habitual irritability, stealing over the sincere Christian.

But to the Christian who really believes in the ageney of God in the smal-
lest events of life, that confides in his love and makes his sympathy his refuge,
the thousand minute cares and perplexities of life become each one a fine
afiliating bond between the soul and its God. God and Christ is known, not
by abstract definition, aud by high-raised conceptions of the soul's aspiring
hours, but known as 2 man knoweth his friend—he is known by the hourly
wants he supplies—known by every care with which he momentarily sympa-
thises, cvery apprehension which he relieves, cvery temptation which he
enables us to surmount. We learn to know God as the infant child learns
to know its mother and its father, by all the helplessness and all the
dependence which are incident to this commencement of our moral existence
—and as we go on thus year by year, and find in every changing situation,
in every reverse, in every trouble, from the lightest sorrow to those which
wring oursoul from its depths, that he is equally present, and that his gracious
aid is equally adequate, our faith seems gradually almost to change to sight ;
and Grod’s existence, his love and care, seem to us more real than any other
gource of reliance, and muitiplied cares and trials are only new avenues of
acquaintance between us and heaven.

Suppose in some bright vision unfolding to our view, in tranquil evening
or solemn midnight, the glorified form of some departed friend should appear
to us with the announcement, ¢ This year is to be to you one of especial pro-
bation and discipline, with reference to perfecting you for a heavenly state.
Weigh well and consider every incident of your daily life, for not one shall
fall out by accident, but each one is to be a finished and indispensable link
in a bright chain that is to draw you upward to the skies.” .

With what new eyes should we now look on our daily lot, and if we found
in it not a single change—the same old cares, the same perplexities, the same
uninteresting drudgeries still—with what new meaning would every new
incident be Invested, and with what other and sublimer spirit could we meet
them. Yet if announced by one rising from the dead with the visible glory
of a spiritual world, this truth could be asserted no more clearly and distinetly
than Jesus Christ has stated it already. Not a sparrow falleth to the ground
without our Father—not one of them is forgotten by him—and we are of
more value than many sparrows—yea, even the hairs of our head are all
numbered. Not till belief in these declarations in their most literal sense,
becowes the calm and settled habit of the soul, is life ever redeemed from
drudgery and dreary emptiness, and made full of interest, meaning, and
divine significance. ~Not till then do its grovelling wants, its wearing cares,
s stinging vexations, become to us ministering spirits—each one, by a
silent but certain ageney, fitting us for a higher perfect sphere.

The only svay to find comfort in an earthly thing is to surrender it, in a
faithful carelessness, into the hands of God.—Bishop Hall,
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TIIE LITERARY CHHARACTER OF TIIE BIBLE.

Remembering, then, that the Bible contains no ornamental passages, nothing
for mere display—that its steadfust purpose is ““ Glory to Gud in the highest,”
and the truest blessedness of man—TI repeat, that the Bible abounds in passages
of tho purest beauty and siateliest grandeur, all the grander and all the more beau-
tiful tecause they are casual and unsought. The fire that flashes from the iron
hoof of the Tartar steed as he scours the midnight path is grander than the arti-
ficial fireworks ; for it is the casual effect of speed and power. The clang of ocean
as he hooms his billows on the rock, and the echving caves give chorusis more
soul filling and sublime than all the music of the orchestra ; for it is the music
of that main so mighty that there is a grandeur in all it does, in its sleep a
nelody, and in its march a stately calm. And in the bow which paints the melt-
ing cloud there is a beauty which the stained glass or gorgeous drapery emu-
lates in vain; for it is the glory which gilds beneficence, the brightness which
bespeaks a double boon, the flush which cannot but come forth when both the
sun and shower are there. The style of Scripture has also this glory. It has
the gracefulness of a high utility ; it has the majesty of intrinsic power; it has
the charm of its own sanetity ; it never labours, it never stirs, but, instinet with
great realities, and bent on blessed ends, has all the translucent beauty and
unstudied power which you might expect from its lofty object and all-wise Author.
—Dr. Jumes Hamillon.

IIOW TIIE FATHER RECEIVED IIIS PRODIGAL SON.

When he was yet a great way off, it is said, his father saw him. Ilow did that
happen? I knew a sailor’s widow who had parted with her husband after som®
brief, bright days of marriage. IIc went to sea and never came back; his ship,
probably foundering with all her crew, was never, never more heard of. When
the time espired for her return, but no ship came, this woman would repair to
a rocky headland, and, looking out, watch every sail on the wide ocean in the
hope, as some ever and anon made for the harbour, that each was his—bringing
the lost one home. And at night, on her lone hed, she used to lie awake, listen-
ing to tho footsteps of belated travellers, fancying that she recognized his step—
but only, as the sound passed her door, to weep over her disappointment; and
long after hope had died in the breasts of others, on rocky cliff or lonely bed she
waited his coming who never came home.

Such love I can fancy, often led this father’s steps to some rising ground, where,
others knowing his purpose but appearing not to notice him, he repaired, and,
with a heart yearning for his son, turned his eyes in the direction the prodigal
went off, hoping to see him return. One day when on his watch-post, he descries
a new object in the distance. Ile watches it. It moves; it advances; it is not
a beast, prowling lion, or hungry wolf; it is & man; it may be his son. Ilis
heart beats quick. One long, earnest, steadfast gaze, and, joy of jovs,
happy hour, oftea prayed for and come at last, the keen eye of love recognizes it
—it is the prodigal come back! Painfully, for he was footsore and weary;
slowly, for he beut under a load of guilt; sadly, for the scene around reminded
him of departed joys and blighted innocence, his mother mouldering in the grave,
and his father with grey hairs he had almost, perhaps, brought duwn to his;
trerablingly, for he was in doubt of his reception—with head hung duvwn, and
slow, halting, hesitating step, the prodigal comes on. Like one agitated by con-
tending cmotions, uncertain how to act—with what mensure of indulgence to
temper severity, does the father wait his son’s approach ? No. IIe does not stend
on his dignity ; nor sny, Let him make the first advances, and ask forgiveness.
is one thought is, this is my son, my poor son ; his one feeling a gush of love;
his ouly impulse to throw his arms around his child, and clasp him to a bosom
that has never ceased to love and hope for his return. As soon thereforo,
as the wanderer is recognized, on flying feet the old man runs to meet him;
and ere the son has time to speuk a word, the father has hiw in his arms,
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presses him to his bosom, and, covering his cheek with passionate kisses, lifts up
his voice and weeps for joy.

And this is God! the God whom we preach, as he is drawn by the hand and
seen in the face of Him whom he sent to seck and save us, to bring us back, to
open & way to recunciliation—the God whose Spirit inspires us with our first
feeble desires to return—the God who, unwilling that any should perish, invites
and waits our coming. “Therefore,” like that father, often luoking vut for his
son, *“ will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefure,” as
was fulfilled by Jesus on his cross, * will he be exalted, that he may have mercy
upon you. Blessed are all they that wait fur him: the people shall dwell in
Zion ; thou shalt weep no more. e will be very gracious unto thee at the voice
of thy ery; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.”—Good Words.

SELECT SENTENCES.

ITeaners are of fuur sorts: the sponge,
which swallows up every thing; the
funnel which allows that to escape at
one end which it receives at the uvther;
the filter, which allows the liquor to
escape and retainsthe dregs; the sieve,
which rejects the chaff and retains
nothing but the wheat.—Jewish Proverbs.

— A religion that never suffices to
govern a man, will never suflice to save
him; that which does not sufficiently
distinguish one from a wicked world,
will never distinguish hixa from a per-
ishing world.”—ZLowe.

If the world can move us from our
religion, it may be sure of this-—we
siall do the world but little good.—
Leifehild.

Great erimes ruin comparatively few.
Itis the little meannesses, selfishnesses,
and impurities, that do the work of
death on most men ; and these things
march not to the sound of fife or drum.
They steal with mufiled tread, as the
fue steals on the sleeping sentinel.

Frucanity is good, if liberality be
joined with it. The first is leaving off
superflous expenses ; the last is bestow-

ing them to the benefit of others having
need. The first withoutthelast begins
cuvetousness ; the last without the first
begins prodigality. Buth make an cx-
cellent temper. 1lappy the place where
they are found '—Lenn.

Philip Henry notes in his diary, the
saying of a pious hearer of his own,
which deeply aftected him. <1 find it
easier,” said the good man, ““to go six
miles to hear a sermon, than to spend
ono quarter of an hour in meditating
and praying over it in secret, as I
should when I come home.”

Asechoanswers to voice; trueprayer
answers to promise.

Arrrictions. — Afflictions serve to
quicken our pacein tle way to our rest.
It were well if more love would prevail
with us, and that we were rather drawn
to heaven than driven. DButseecing our
hearts are so bad, that mercy will not
do it, it is better to be put on with tle
sharpest scourge that luiter, like the
foolish virgins, till the door is shut.

No end, howerer good, can justify
means which indicate want of fuith in
the promises of God.

NO REPENTANCE—NO PEACE.

Have you ever heard of the great clock of St. Paul’s in London ? At mid-day, in
the roar of business, when carringes, and carts, and wagons, and omnibuses, go
rolling through the streets, how many never hear the great clock strike unless they
livevery near it ? But when the work of the day is over, and the rour of husiness
has passed away—when mea have gone to sleep, and silence reigns in Lundon—
then at twelve, at one, at two, at three, at four, the sound of that clock may he
heard for miles around. Twelve!—One!—Two ! —Three! —Four! Ilow the
clock is heard by many a sleepless man! That clock is just like the conscience
of the impenitent man. While he has health and strength, and goes on in the
whirl of business, he will not bear his conscience. Ile drowns and silences its
soice by plunging into the world. 1le will not allow the inner man to speak to
him, But the day will come when conscience will be heard, whether be likes it
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or not. The day will come when its voice will scund in bis ears, and pierce him
like a sword. The time will come when he must retire from the world, and lie
down on a sick bed, or, otherwise look death in the face. And then the clock of
conscience, that solemn clock, will sound in his heart, and, if he has not re.
pented, will bring wretchedness and misery to his soul. Oh, no! write it down
in the tablets of your heart—without repentance, no peace.—J. C. Ryle.

THE STRANGE WOMAN’S HOUSE.

There is no vice like licentiousness to delude with the most fascinating proffers
of delight, and fulfil the promise with the most loathsome experience. All vices at
the beginning are silver-tongued, but none so impassioned as this. All vices in the
end cheat their dupes, but none with such overwhelming disaster as licentious.
ness. Ishall deseribe by an allegory its specious seductions, its plausible promises,
its apparent innocence, its delusive safety, its deceptive joys—their change, their
sting, their flight, their misery, and the victim’s ruin.

Iler HOUSKE has been cunningly planned by an EVIL ARCHITECT to attract
and please the attention. It stands in a vast garden full of enchanting objects; it
shines in glowing colours, and seems full of peace and full of pleasure. Al the
signs are of uwnbounded enjoyment—safe, if not innocent. Though every beam is
rotten, and the house is the house of death, and in it are all the vicissitudes of
infernal misery, yet to the young it appears a palace of delight. They will not
believe that death can Jurk behind so brilliant o fubrie. Those who are within
look out and pine to return; and those who are without look in and pine to enter.
Such is the mastery of deluding sin.

That part of the garden which borders on the highway of innocence is carefully
planted. There is not & poison-weed, nor thorn, nor thistle there. Ten thousand
flowers bloom, and waft a thousand odours. A victim cautiously inspects it; but
it has been too carefully patterned upon innocency to be easily detected. This
outer garden is innocent—Iinnocence is the lure to wile you from the path inw
her ground—innocence is the bait of that trap by which she has secured all her
victims. At the gate stands a comely porter, saying blandly, ¢ Whoso is simple,
Iet him turn in hitner.” 'Will the youth enter? Will he seek her house? To
himself he says, I will enter ouly to see the garden—its fruits, its flowers, its
birds, its arbours, its warbling fountains!”” 1le is resolved in virtue. Ile secks
wisdom, not pleasure! Dupe! you are deceived already; and this is your first
lesson of wisdom. He passes, and the porter leers behind him! He is withia
an enchanter’s garden! Can he not now return if he wishes ?—he will not wish
to return until it is too late. Ile ranges the outer garden near to the highway,
thinking as he walks, “ How foolishly have I been alarmed at pious lies aboui
this beautiful place! I heard it was Hell: I find it is Paradise!”

Emboldened by the innocency of his first steps, he explores the garden further
from the road. The flowers grow richer; their odours exhilarate; the very fruit
breathes perfume like flowers; and birds seem intoxicated with delight ameng
the fragrant shrubs and Joaded trees. _Soft and silvery music steals along the air.
“Are angels singing? Oh! fool that I was to fear this pluce; it is all the heaven
Ineed! Ridiculous priest, to tell me that death was here, where all is beauty,
fragrance, and melody! Surely desth never lurked in so gorgeous apparel as this!
Death is grim and hideous!”” He has come near to the strange woman’s HOUSE.
If it was beautiful from afar, it is celestial now ; for his eyes are bewitched with
magic. \When our passions enchant us, how beautiful is the way to death! In
every window are sights of pleasure; from every opening issue sounds of joy-
the lute, the harp, bounding feet, and echoing Inughter. Nymphs have descried
this pilgrim of temptation; they smile and beckon. Where are his resolutions
now? This is the virtuous youth who came to observe. Xle has already secen t
much; but he will see more; he will taste, feel, regret, weep, wail, die. The
most beautiful nymph that ever eye rested on approaches with decent guiso and
modest gestures to give him hospitable welcome. For a moment he recalls bis
home, his mother, his sister-circle; but they scem far away, dim, powerles
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Into his car the beautiful herald pours the sweetest sounds of love. * You are
welcome here, and worthy.  You have early wisdom to break the bounds of super-
stition, and to seek these grounds where summer never ceases, and sorrow never
comes. IIailland weleome to the house of pleasure.” There seemed to be a
response to these words. The house, the trees, and the very air seemed to echo,
“Ifail! and welcome.”” In the stillness which followed, had the victim been less
intoxicated, he might have heard a clear and solemn voice which seemed to fall
straight down from heaven: “ Come not nigh the door of her house, Iler house
is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of Death.”

It is too late. Ile has gone in—who shall never return. *‘Ie goeth after her
straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the
stocks . . . and knoweth not that it is for his life.”—I1. . Beccher.

THE SEASONS.

The changing seasons, as they pass o’er carth,

Bearing bloom, brightness, beauty, and decay,
The winter's chill, the summer's festive mirth,

The autumn’s sadness, and spring’s verdure gay,—
These all arc imaged in the inner world;

In the mind’s unknown depths their shadows lie;
As a clear lake, by careless breeze uncurled,

Reflects the changes of the varying sky.

Iope is the spring-time of the soul, when life
Wakes into beauty, blossoms scent the air,
And gives thc promise of a scason rife
With nature’s choicest bounties, rich and rare.
Joy is the summer, when the hope fulfilled,
Gladdens the mind, and bids all carce depart.
Beams in the eye, and, with rich pleasure thrilled,
Sunshine and music overflow the heart.

Memory is autumn, shedding softened light.
O’er the dear scenes of other happy years—
Robing ¢’en sadness in a vesture bright,
And decking mirth with half regretful {ears.
Sorrow is winter; when the flowers die,
The leaves are scattered by the wind’s rude breath ;
And white and pure the fallen snow-flakes lie
O’cr ficld and valley, like the robe of death.

It may be that some tender floweret hides,

In its warm covert 'neath the mantling snow ;
Thine cye perchance, some straying sunbeam guides
To look on high, from these drear realms below.

Thus sorrow keeps some germ of future good,
To bloom in beauty at some happier day ;
Thus light from heaven, in thy gloomy mood,
Sheds o’er thy spirit its inspiring ray.

And as the sunshine melts the winter snow,
So hope’s bright rays revive the drooping heart;

As spring’s young buds in fresher beauty glow,
So joy awakes, and grief and care depart.

And if not here the winter’s chains are riven,
There is a land where they will melt away;

Perpetual spring and summer dwell in heaven,

y And autumn’s brightness freed from its decay.
non.
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THE WANDERERS.
A CHAPTER OF COVENANTING STORY.

Early nest morning ¢ the prophet’ and Robert were on their way to Glenhead
Many a wish was now being expressed, and many a search made, in different
parts, for Mr. Peden’s capture and life. Of this he was well aware.  Ifence they
kept aloof, in their journey, from the villages and towns, passing over to the south
side of the Irvine, and travelling by Galoston Iill till they reached Cessnock,
whence they speedily entered the parish of Sorn, and arrived at their destination.

Only the day before a party of soldiers had been there from Kilmarnock, ran.
sacking the place, treating with indignity the inmates, and carrying away with
them whatever they thought of value. Mr. Peden expressed to his brother, ig
feeling terms, his deep grief that for his sake he should meet with so much ili-
treatmment and injury. But he was immediately interrupted by the exclamation,
‘Say not so, brother, it is for God and for His cause you live and lahour—the God
we Jove, the cause in which we too delight; it is through much tribulation we
enter the kingdom.” But see, they have not taken away this treasure—onr
father’s Bible—and does it not tell us that “ blessed are they which are perse.
cuted for righteonsness’ sake, for their’s is the kingdom of heaven 27

After a scanty meal had been partaken of, and family worship had been engaged
in, every spot where * the prophet’ was wont to frequent, and especially the well-
remembered walk at a little distance from the house, was visited by him. Itwas
a considerable time since he had been at home, for he knew that his pursuers had
spies who were constantly lingering about the place in the hope of taking him,
In fact, many were the hair-breadth escapes which ha had experienced during
his wearisome journeyings. On one of these occasions, having come from Maneh
line, he wag passing over the moor towards Glenhead, when suddenly there
appeared in sight several moss-troopers, as they were called, a sort of wild cavalrr,
whose duty it was to ride from one place to another over the dreary heath fre-
quented by the Covenanters, in order to seize them and drag them to suffering
and frequently to death. Seen by them, they made towards him, in full gallup,
He ran for a well-known glen, on the banks of the river Ayr, where he had
frequently before found a safec retreat from his persecutors. The way was rugeed,
over Lug and heath, and the chase was long. Bat just as he came to the water
side and found himself unabic t5 leap over it, his foot slipped and he fell. Near
where he lay he discovered, in a moment, a smaii cavern, which had been scaoped
out by the running stream, partly concealed by the overhanging grass. e rolled
himself into it, but h.d scarcely done so, befure his pursuers, rushing down the
bank, and looking around after their prey, of whom they had lost sight, dashed
into the water and rode over—the hoof of one of the horses sliding down in front
of his hiding-place, and so near him, that it grazed his head, trampling his banaet
into the earth beneath, Mr. Peden was not & man to overlook the providence of
ilim, without whose knowledge even a sparrow falls not to the ground, in sucha
memorable interposition as this. Often would he refer to such cases, as toex
hibitions of immediate Divine interposition.

To return to our native place after long absence and many changes, is everat
occasiun of serious reflection and solemn thought. They who were babes at ow
forthgoing, the fathers and mothers now—the young men then, the old men n¥
—the aged all, or almost ali, gone—the scenes around the same and even perhap
more beautiful, as seen by older eyes and more esperienced judgment—seciel
new, in fact the world & new one, into which we need & new introduction, v
remembering few, and few remembering us—a whole generation sunk into tit
dust, another entered into life, and the only remaining one having gone on an!
grown old—there are few who have beea long from their natal spot, visitisg:
again, can do so without the most tender remembrances and subdued feelings.

Not entirely thus, for he had not Leen 8o many years away ; but yet, ‘n pat
this was the experience of Mr. Peden at this time. Ilis honoured fatheran
beloved mother were no more, and he had not been there since their deceas
His sister had married, and gone to live at o distance. His two brothers, brough
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up to trade, were in business, one in Catrine and the other in Newmilns. Ilis
eldest brother, now the father of a family, occupied the farm. Mr. Stewart, his
beloved schovlmaster, was no more. Many of the old neighbours were dead.
Every spot around was familiar as an old friend, and yet all was changed—
affectingly changed. Mr. Peden felt this, but said little ; only turning to Robert
Mitchell and his brother in tears, he feelingly exelaimed, ¢ Oh, the delightful
prospect of a better land, of a Father’s house 1n beaven, and of a family meeting
which is to know no parting I’

The time Mr. Peden remained was necessarily limited—in fact, his personal
safety required that it should be so. Hurrying on to Carrick, he encountered
another of these remarkable deliverances which have been so carefully recorded,
and beconme as household narratives among the peasantry of the West of Scotland.
Here he met with the venerable Mr. Welsh, one of the ministers of Ayr, at the
house of the Laird of Glorover. Riding out together, they suddenly came upon
a party of the enemy’s horse, whom it was imposible to avoid. The Laird’s
heart fuiled him, as he saw no prospect before themn but of becoming prisoners.
Mr. Peden, observing this, instantly exclaimed, in his wonted prophet-like strain,
‘Keep up your courage and your confideuce, for God hath laid an arrest on theso
men that they shall do usno harm.” Whea they met they were courtevus, and asked
the way. Mr. Peden went with them, and showed them the furd of the Water of
Titt. When he returncd, the Laird said, ¢ Why did you go? you should have let
the lad go with them. ‘No said he, ““they might have asked questions of the
lad, which might have discovered us; but as for me, I knew that they would be
like Egyptian dogs, they could not move a tongue against me, my time not being

et come,’

v Many were the pastoral visits which * the prophet’ paid, on his way into Gal-
loway, cheering the hearts of the persecuted, and enlivening the faith of those
who were downcast because of continued oppression. There was a hiding-place,
near Sanquhar, which was frequently made use of by him about this :ime, as
well as during other periods of his pilgrimage, called Glendyne, from which he
emerged, preaching on the moor at some distance to multitudes who gathered
from all the districts around, and again retiring into this solitude. Glendyue is
situated about three miles from the town of Sanquhar. It is, in fact, a complete
glen, in some parts assuming the furm of a ravine, and stretching for miles east-
ward in the midst of high and overfrowning hills. At the eastern opening into
this deep retreat is a cluster of rocks, gathering to a peak, from the summit of
which a noble prospect of a vast extent of country is obtained. Near the western
end, in forme: dagye, was a cavern, of considerable dimensions, overhung with
the branches of the sturdy oak and clustering brushwood, known only to few, and
visited by them in order to supply the wants of God's sufering peuple, and in
which ¢ the prophet’ spent many a dreary day and selitary night. ‘L'his rstreat
is still venerated as the consecruted home of the Cuvenanting wanderers, and the
honoured shelter of the memorable Alexander Peden.

On this journey almost every family in the parish of New Luce was visited ab
night by their former pastor, accompanied by Robert. And now they made their
way to Portpatrick, entered into a fishing-boat, and after a cuid, but by no means
boisterous passage, landed at Donaghadee. It is not our intentivn, inviting
though the subject may be, to follow Mr. Peden in bhis many journeyings, or to
recount the wonderful doings of God by him during this period of his voluntary
esile, In truth, Presbyterianism owes to this holy man and his fellow-fugitives
an eternal debt of gratitude for what was accomplished by them throughout the
whole of the north of Ireland. Has their martyr energy even now departed ? Is
there not much of the spirit of stern adlierence to prineiple and oppusition to er-
Tor, severe it may be, yet trusuworthy and true, for which the north of Ireland
18 still remarkable, which may be traced frum sire to son, since the visits of these
fugitives? Returning now aud then secretly to his pative cuuntry, and counsel-
ling the leaders of the Covenanting party in sheir difficulties, and then going
back again, he passed the greater part of his time in Ireland until 1673.

It was in June of that year when Mr. Peden paid a hasty visit to his friend
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ITugh Ferguson, of Knockdow, in Carrick. Ile constrained him to stay all night,
Mr. Peden replicd—* Mr. Ferguson, it will Lo 2 dear night for both you and me,
if I tarry with yon” ¢ 'We shall run the risk of that,” said Iugh, “to have an
honoured servant of God with vs.  ‘ Yours, then, be the responsibility,” replied
the prophet. That night Major Cockburn, with a troop of dragoons, surrounded
the house, took both Mr, Ferguson and Peden prisoners, and earried them to Edin-
burgh. For ¢reset, harbour aud converse’ with an outlaw, Mr. Ferguson was
fined a thousand marks, amounting to £200 sterling of our money. Mr. Peden
was tried, and sent 2 prisoner to the Buass Rock, a barren insulated rock, situated
at the mouth of the Firth of Forth, and long used as a strong fortification, on
which were retained State prisoners.

While there, the following extraordinary circumstances are recorded as having
occurred to Mr. Peden :—One Sabbath morning while he was engaged in the wor-
ship of God, 2 young girl sbout the age of fuurtcen, eame to his chamber-door,
and began to mock him, accompaning her jeers with loud laughter. ¢ Poor thing’
said Mr. Peden to her, * Thou laughest and mockest at the service of Gud, but
ere long God shall write such & sudden and surprising judgment on thee as will
stay the laughter of many.” Veryshortly afterwards, as she was walking on the
rock, a sudden gust of wind swept her off inte the sea, where she was lost.  This
event, for a short time, produced among even the most wicked on the islaud a cer-
tain fear and dread, keepingthem from molesting ‘ the prophet.’

The soldiers of the guard were frequently shifted from Edinburgh Castle and
the fortification of the Bass. A fearfully ungodly race many of them were.
Nothing seemed to give them more pleasure than to torment those gnod aud holy
men who were prisoners. Some time after the event above recorded, Mr. Peden
was walking on the rock, when some soldiers passed by. One of them bent on
annoyance, turning round and lovking him full in the face, said to him, *The
devil take thee.” *The prophet,’ lifting up his hand and pointing it at him, with
his eves fixed upon him, said, ¢ Fie, fic, wretched man, thou knowest not what
thou art saying, but thou shalt repenc that.” The man stood still with astonish-
ment, said no more, but returned to the guard-house, smitten to the heart, and
called out for Mr, Peden to cowme to him, for, said he, ‘the devil is coming to
take me away.

Mr. Peden wentto him, spoke to him, prayed with him. Ilis visits were fre-
quent.  Deep were hig convictions and awful, Ina short time howerver, the Spirit
of the Lord brought him to the feet of the Saviour, and there he found ¢ peace in
believing.” It was now his turn to mount guard, but he refused. At length he
was summoned before the governor, and threatened with death by to-morrew
morning at ten o’clock. Thrice over was he told this and thrice did he reply,
¢ Though you tear me to picces, I shall never again lift arms against these gond
men, for this is to fight against the Lord Jesus Christ and lis blessed cause.’
At length the governor secing him resolute, and speaking of him to his compan-
ions as if he had become insane, puthim forth from the garrison and commanded
him to be set ashore. Iereturned to his native village in East Lothian, where he
had a wife and family, and whers he lived a singularly devoted Christian life.

Again Mr. Peden was removed from the Bass to Edinburgh. With sixty others
engaged in the same blessed cause, he was sentenced ts banishment. They were
appointed to be conveyed to America, then a penal settlement, so ecalled, though
numbers who were sent there were of *the salt of the earth.” Among his ¢com-
panions at this period of trial, was Alexander Arderson, a youth of only fifteen
years of age, of remarkable parts and piety. For sume time he had heen distin-
guished for his eminent godliness. Touched by the gentle words which he spake
and the Christ like life which he led, many were brought by him to the cross.
The enemies of the truth were not likely to overluok a servant of Jesus such as
this. Tender years had no eloquence for them to touch their hard and ruthless
hearts. He was drapged from the exubrace of his beloved and pious parents
to prison and banishmeny, witheut one murmar or complaint ; but to the last he
commended all to Christ, and rejoiced that they could see how God in his weak-
ness could perfect strength.
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Chained together as if they were felons, the venerable Peden among the number,
these sixty huly men were made a spectacle throughout the streets of Edinburgh,
were compelled to walk in this state to Leith, and there were placed un buard
ghip fur Lundun, from thence to be conveyed to Virginia. Ruthless times were
these, and heartless work wasthis; but Gud did not fursake the sufferers. Christ
feels Ilis children’s trials as if they were IIis own, and is ever near them to do
them good.  As they were thus being publicly exposed, the eyes of many of them
being ever and anon turned to Mr. Peden, to whom they durst not speak, *the
prophet,’ at the risk of his life, shouted with a loud voice to his companivns in
bonds.  *Fear not, brethren, the ship is not yet built whiel will take us either
to Virginia or any other plantation.” This prediction was received by a huarse
laugh by the jailors and guard who were conducting the prisoners to the quay,
yet 1t went tu the heart of those whom they commanded, and to the letter it was
afterwardsrealized. -

Scarcely had the vessel into which they were placed got into Leith Roads, when
a repurt becine prevalent, causing great uneasiness and alarm among the pri-
soners, that there were on board thumbkins and other tnstrumecats of turture,
which were to be daily used to keep them in subordinativn. When this rumour
reached Mr. Peden, heimmediately went on deck, to assure his fellow passengers.
He said, ‘ Brethren why are you so discouraged? You nced not fear, there
will be neither thumbking nor boutkins used here. Lift up your hearts. for the
day of your redemption draweth near. When we are at London we shall all be
set at liberty.

More than once the opportunity occured when they might have seized the ship
and escaped, but they would do nuthing without Mr. Peden’s advice. ‘Let alone,’
was his decisive reply to them, ¢ fur the Lord will set us at liberty in a way more
conducive to His own glory and our safety.” 'The voyage was a long one, there
being scarcely a breath of wind for days. The master of the ship was now long-
ing tu reach hisdestination. At the close of a fortnight from the time they left Leith
they landed at London. Ouly too glad to get rid of them, they were at once
taken to the skipper who was tu convey them to Virginia. They were represented
to him as Leing a gang of thieves and robbers; but he being a good man and
finding that they were Christiars banished because of their love of truth, solemnly
declared that no authoriy in the world would either induce or compel him to go to
sen with them. In this state of things, when the one captain would not receive
them and the vther found it beyond his means to retain them, they were all set at
liberty, as Mr. Peden had foretold.

What were they now to do to sustain themselves? An event like this could
not vecur without exciting considerable attention. Ascertaining who they were,
the Nonconformists of Lundon shewed them no little kindness.  Mr. Peden was
especially weleumed by the bLrethren. Amung others, the Lord Shaftesbury of
that day, happily represented by a no less noble Lord Shaftesbury of this day,
who was always ready to assist the Preshyterians and do good to all guod men,
rejuiced in the opportunity of befriending * the propbet.” Indeed, as the prisoners
returned homeward, there was scarcely a tuwn or a village through which they
passed where they did not find sume holy men and wumen, who, sympathizing
with them in all their sufferings, and one with them to a large extent in their
views, were not ready to succour them, and to bid them  God speed on their way.’

Yor between four and five years Mr. Peden remained in England. Iis
labours were numerous, both in the metropolis and throughout many of the coun-
ties. Concealed indeed from public anovuncement most of these services were,
and all of them unostentatious ; but that great day can only reveal how many souls
he cumforted, how many waverers he established in the faith, how many poor,
perishing sinners he was instrumental in leading to ¢ the Lamb of God which
taketh nway the sins of the world” No human caleulation is eapable of reckon-
ing the estent of good which one holy man of God, accompanied by the Sprit of
Divine grace, may accomplish, preaching as an evangelist, from place to place,
even during a very short period.—DPeden the Irophet, by Dr Brown, Cheltenham.
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Iearru o tne Rev. Dr. Gurnrie.—We deeply regret to learn that the health
of this eminent minister of the I'ree Church of Scotland is so serivusly uaftected
that his medical men have ordered perfect repuse, and that his friends fear that
the activity of his public life must be regarded as terminated.—Iecord. [We
have reasm fir thinking that this is an exaggerated representation.—Julrivt.]

BBituary.

MRS. LANCASIIIRE.

JaxEe STEAD, the late wife of the Rev. H. Lancashire, after a shoort and severe
illness, entered into the rest which remains for the people of God, on Subbath
the &th inst. She was only in her thirty-tLird year, and has left a fawily of
four little children to mourn her loss.

Mrs. L. was one of the converts during the remarkable work of erace in
Lanark, in the year1833. She juined herself to the 1st Congregativnal Church,
under the pastorate of the Rev. R. K. Black. On the 22nd December, 1854,
she was united in marriage to the Rev. 1. Lancashire. This union has becn
unspeakably happy to both parties, and we trust useful to the Church of God.
She was naturally of a retiring disposition, good judgment, strong affections,
and great decision of character.  She was not afraid to speak for Jesus when
opportunity offered; according to her means she delighted to help widows
acd orphans in their afiliction. She was respected, perhaps I might say,
beloved by all.  YTor several years she sufiered much, and at last was carried
off by bilious fever.

During the last year she has been ripening very fast for glory. When on
the bed of sickness and death, most of her time wss spent in prayer and
praise, with cxpressions of confidence and luve to the Saviour. She was not
afraid to die. Certainly, death to her is gain.  Ier last espressivus were,
“What. a precious Saviour! I am happy in trustieg him.”

T'his is one among many other instances of the happy fruit of that preeious
revival, in ’53.  Many have already entercd their rest—others are fullowing.
Should this come under the eye of brother Black, and thuse who luboured
with him in that gracious wurk, let it cucourage them in tie midst of their
trials and self-denials.

Frapklin, C. K., 12th November, 1863. Ii. L.

MRS. GRAIIAM.

Diep, on the 28th of September last, in Ashland, Greene County, New York
State, Mus. Iarrier Grauay, in her 51st year, leaving a husband and four chil.
dren to bewail her loss.

The deceased, when Miss Wood, attended the ministry of the Rev. J. T. Byrne
in England; was an active member of his Lible class, and derived spiritual good
from his labours, and, hence, very cheerfully accompaniel him and his fumily to
Canada, in 1838, as nursery governess. After living in L'Orignal for some time,
she was masried to Mr. Graham, and, in the lapse of years removed to the United
States, where she has recently terminated her pilgrimage.

She Irved the Saviour, and her cnd has Leen peaceful and happy. May the
remembrance of her be blessed to her hushand, children, and friends. * Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord.” She *“ being dead, yet speaketh.”



