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’(“PREFAC‘E;

HEN a man poses before tl:w/m@\\(en the ‘

e

Cana,dlan world—m the 76le of an authyr, he
is expected f,o step up to the footlights, and expla.m his
: parpose in presentmo' h{mself before the pubhc in thab.
capacity. T - ,
The thoughts of the world are sown Moadcast very
much as the seed falls from the sweep~ of the husband—
man’s hand. It drops here and: tBere in good-g o-round
and in stony places. Its future depends upon its v1- \

-,

_‘tahty Ma,ny a fair seed ha,s fallen’ on rlch soﬂ a.nd S

z\ \
'thee ff upon the dung lZa,p, and- after va.nous mu-
et with a clod, of earth,

through thch they have s‘nt their roots and, have
“a,nt,s A thought thrown
Ces vital force, never dies.

tations, have come in con

How much is remer er,e.d; £ the work‘of_our_gnea‘test

@ land there -and ;na,ny 8 o ]
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. ”PR'EFACE.

_.-Inan Whose name aill gor down through a,l} the (mes

owes it to the txuth or the vital force of t,ho “bhou(vht

say 1ebpcctm<v the volume here-
\‘W.lth presented to. the public. The principal “contents

appeared a short time ago-in the Cunadian Monthly

—-and the Cunadian Mm‘hoélist.r,a.@&fa'ga,zine.’ They were

written at a time'when my way seemed hedged around
B . \
with insurmountable difficulties, and when alimost.any-

“thing that gould afford me a temporary respite from the

—_— = Do . .
mcntal anxieties that weighed me down, not only dur-

~ng thc, day, but into the long-hours of the night, Would
h\—ha\c been- welcomed TLike most unfortunates, I met’
\&M "W oxldly Wlsema,u from day to day. T always

found him 1eady to pomt out the way I should go and

what I should do, but I have no recollection that he 4

“over oot the bréadth of a hair beyond that. One even-

“ing Ttook-up my pen ; and began Jottlnw down a few °
memories of y-boyhood: I thmk we are all fond -of

taking retrqspectlvg glances, and more paljolcqlarly

! when life’s pathway trends towards the-énd. The re-

lief T found while thus éngaged was very soothing,and

. { ~ for the time I got altogetheér away from the present,

l,

and lived over, again miany a joyous hour. ~After &
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'tune I had accuﬁ[ulateﬁ a f'ood deal of matter, such ax™
Lo

_it was, but the thouxrht -of-. pubhcatlon had net then

|
cnteled my mind. One day, while in conversation

 with ]_)1. Withrow, I lliéilt{idned what I had done, and.

-he expressed a desire to sec\what I had written.: The

- papers were sent him, and in a<T)01t time _hé returned
them with a note’ expressing Il;;ﬁ(,dbulb the perusal
of them h'\d afforded Jim, and advising me bo_ subnnt
them to the Canadian Montlily for pubhca,tlon Some-
time afterwards T followed ]115 advice. The portxon of
the papers that appeared in the last-named per iodieal
\iele favourably 1ecew(,d and F-was much rrmblhed
not only by nhaf’but from puvat‘, letters afterwards:
1ecuved from dlﬁeu,nt parts of the Dommlon convey-
ing expressions of commendatmn,mhmh—l—h&d*c@i ﬁn-
ly never antlm niuch as need be said
a,bout the origin and first publication of the papers
which make up the pnnmpal part of thl& volumes I
‘do not deem it necessary to give any reasons for put-
ting them in book form; hut I may sa\}ns the whole- .
h_as been carefully revised, and in its pr.eseut shape I
. hqpe will meet with a hearty, Welcp'meAffom a lé,rge

-~ number of Canadians.
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FIFTY YEARS ‘_'%}GO.

CHAPTER L.

’

1 talk of dreams,
* * * L% *

For you and I are past our dancing days.”— =
R ! . ~ Romeo and Juliet.

TILE. PR"?SE AND POETRY OVF PIONEER 'LIFE IN THE BACKWOODS — °
THE LOG HOUSE—SUG \Rw MAKING —AN OMEN OF GOOD LUCK—
MY QUAI\LL GRAN DPALENT&—T;{E ‘OLD }IOME—WINTER EVEN-
INGS AT Tl[b FIRESIDE—RURAL I{OSPU‘AL[TY——ARISTOCRACY
Cerstts . DEMOURACY — bLHOOL DA\S——DEB-\TING SOCIETIES IN
THUH OLDb\T TIME—A RURAL ORATOR ' CLINCHES THE NAIL—
CII)E’R, SWEET AND OTHERWISE—HUSKING IN THE BARN—
HOG KILLING AND SAUSAGE MAKING—FULL CLOTH AND CORIU
R:OY——\VINTER WORK AND WINTER A)lUSEIV[ENTs-—dA :‘(‘{'ANAD]AN

SKATING SONG. R i - - -
= .

I ‘WAS born in the Coiuﬁy of: ., Upper Ca;xada, on
the 4th day of June, in the §ar1 y part of this pre-




~ COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA™——— " _

ziven is correct, for I have it from my -mofoher and
rather, who were there at the time, and I think my
mother hiad pretty good - reas@u know all abN it. .
I was-the first of the family, thowrh my pa,rents ha
been married for more than five )eals “before I pre-
sented myselfas their hopeful 11(,1r, and to dema,ml from ‘
them more attention than »they a,ntmlpa,ted. < Chil-
© dren,” says the Psalmist, “are an heritage, and he who
hath his quiver full of them shall- not be z[Lshamcd they
shall speak with the cnemies in the mte I do not
know what effect this had on my fa,thei s enemies, if’
- he had any; but later experience lias proved to 1ae
that those Who rear a numerous pl 0Ny~ Juoﬂx a -
vast deal of t1ouble and a.nmety Al any rate T m: ade
my appearance on tlic stage, and: began my puform-'
ance behind the footlights of domestic Wiss. T must
have been a success, for I called forth a great deal of
;xpplausé_ from my parents, and received- their undivi- -
ded attention. But other actors came upon Lhe boards

in more rapid Su\cessmn § that in a few years the

r—’qulver of my father was well ﬁllbd, and he might have

" inet “his enemies m thc oate
7 fa%her when~he»u}aﬁked»~boﬂ<+ht—u—fm m; - Of - -

course it was a.ll Woods ~ Such were the only farms




 “FIFFY YBARS AGO. . o
available for young folk to commence life with in those
days. Doubtless thene was a good deal of romance in
‘it. Love in a cot’ the smoke gracefully curling; the
‘wood-pecker tapping, a.nd all that ; very pretty. .But’
alas, in this work-a-day" world, partlcular}y the ‘new
one upon which my par ents then entered, these silver
linings were not obselved They had toe much of the
_prose of Tife. R ‘

A house was buii’q—a log one, of the Canadian rustic
style then much in vogue, containing one room, and
thatf not Very\ large e.itfler ;\jnd to this myufftherf' _
. brought his yourg bride. Their outfit consisted, on his. -
. part, of a eolf/ a yoke of steers; a couple of sheep, some,
pigs, a, ﬁun and a3 axe. M}7 mothere dot compnsed a
ho&-\he‘] and bedding. a table and chairs, &, chesb 0f_~
linen, some dlshes, and a few other necessa,ry items
with- w}nch to beom housekeepmoF This will not seem"
a very lavish set-out for a young couple on the -part of
parents who were at that time more than usually well-
_off. . But-there was a larcrg family on both_sides, and
the old people then_ thou ght it the better way to Iet the

. young folk\i:ry their hand at making a hvma before.
-

they gave them of thel'r abundance. ~If they succeeded ,
L e ~

1 ," .“i' ’
S




; COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA

'they Wouldnt néed much, and 1f they d1d not 1t would‘

come better after a Wbﬂe T e : o
Mfy father was one of' a clasq of. _voung men not un-
common in those days, who T)OSSF‘%M)(‘. enerzy and ac-
tivity. He was bound to Wm «What the old people
. gave was cheerfully accepted, and he went to work to‘ '
‘ a,cqmre the ﬁecessﬁles: and comfmts of life w1th hlb :
X own-hands.~ Hv chmmed his Wav into the qtubborn
~wopd; and adduld hc!d tn fiv ld The ‘battle . had’ now
“been waﬂed for seven or gight years; an add1t10n had
been made to the house other small comforts had been
added, and the nucleas of .future competence fauly es-
tablished b
One " “of my first recollections is in gmnectlon with
the small log. brn he- ha.d»buﬂt and which yp to that

.dafe had nob beeu ellld,l”td e c:nned rme out onc

© . day in his arms, and put nie-in a barrel in the widdle

of the ﬂoor Tlns was covered with looseneil sheaves
of wheat, which he kept f,ulmno‘ over with a wooden
‘ foxk Wlnle the oxen a.nd hog':'ée were driven 1oum1 and

_ vound me, T did not know what it all meant then, but
" .1 afterwards lear ned that he was fhresbinoi This was

one of the first rude- scenes in the drama of the carly '

" gettlers’, hfe t.cxwhmh L was_ mtroduced aml in wlnch I

-5




F"'IFTY' fmns Ago:

'had to take a more practml part in afte1 years. I

»took pa,rt also, very early in life, in sugar- -making. Theé
- sap;bush was not very far away. from the house,émd
“the sap- bomnb was under the dir ecbron of my 1nothe1
who mustered all the pOtS" and kettles she could’ com-
"mand and when, they were ploperly#%uspended over
the' fire'on wooden hookq she watched them,and rock-
ed me in a sap-trou-gh.- ;Fathel,s,work consisted in
bringing  the sap with two pails, which W'ere,c'a,rri(?d‘.ff
bya wooden: ¢ollar about three feet long, and made to
fit the shoulder, from each end of W were fastened ,
“ pWo cords with_ hoolx.s to receive the bail of the pzu]s A
- leaving the arms free except to steady them He had
also to cut wood for the fire. - I afterwards /cmme to

take amore active part in these dut1es and-used to Wlhh

T T
Sin TN ﬁ;‘#‘ﬁ

- I could go back to my plfumtlve cnadle But . fime

4
usheians

’

‘pushed ‘me on whether I would of not, until I scaled
" the mountain top of life’s dcthltleS and now, when
- quletly descendmcr 1nto the valley, my gaze is turned
aﬁ’ectlonately towards th%, early déys -1 do not think
they were always bright and -joyous, and I am sure -T
often chafed under the burdens imposed upon me; but
‘ ovwmwtmm'bhey*seenrwherrvrewed“thwuoirthe 6‘01'_"‘———“
~ den haze of retrospection.
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My next recollection:is. the reusmov of a frame bam Ny

behind the house and of a mece of my father’s holdmrr.
me in her arms to see the men' pushing up the heavy
“bents” w1th long poles " The noise of thé men shout—‘
/ma and driving in the’ wooden pms with gr eatwooden :
beetles a,way up in'the beams and stringers, alarmed.
me a great deal, but it all went up, and ‘then one of
.the mien. mounted the plate (the timber en which the
foot- of/the rafter rests) with a bottle in Hiis hand, and -

\? ;w1n01n0 it round his head three times, threw it
off in the field. It the bottle was unbroken it was an
omen of good luck.” The bottle, I remember was
pleked up Whole and shouts of congratulation: fol-
lowed Hence, I suppose, the prosperit ty tha,t a,ttended'

' my father. . 4 ‘g\,

" The only other recollecblon I have of this place was

- of -y father, who wasa very’ ingenious man, and
s could turn his hand to almost everything, making a
:‘“ cmdle for my sister, for this addition to our number .
had«occurred I haye no remembrance of any such

fanmiu}ﬁnb bemg made . for my slumbers, Perhaps

-"r’f H;the.sapironglpdldduty.fer%e%%heﬂhe&se—as—w

= ’; in. the bush. The next thing was our remjoval, Whlch
took Pla,ce in the nge 2 a.nd all that I c;z recall of i
; U

i
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FIFTY‘YEARS A(}o ' 7.

is that ay ‘uncle took my mother, s1ster and myself

PP
¥

away in a sleigh, and we never returned to the-little
lov house. My father had/qold his fa,nn bought %aﬁf

" of his old home, and come > to Jive with his parents.

They were Quakers. My gréndlfa,ther'wv\vaslaﬂ. short,
robust old man, and very particular about his persona,l
vappeara,nce. Half a century has elapsed smce then, but
the picture of the old man taking his Walks about the
place, in his (:losely—ﬁttlnor snuﬂ')nown cut-away coat,
knee- breeches,_broad-brlmmed hat ahd silver-headed
cane 1s distinctively fixed in my memory._ He died -
eoon after we took up our residence with him, and the
number w}vho: came frWrﬁ/sT)f the country to the
« funeral was a great surprise to me.. I could not
/T?lmaame where so .many people. came from, -The
wéustom prevaﬂed then, and no doubt does still, when a
death occurred, to send a messenger, who called at’
- every house for many mlles around to glve notice of
the death, and of when and where the mterment

o

would take place.

Tt

years aftervher hushand’s death, and I seem to see her-

now, sitting at one. si,de)of, the old ﬁl'e-place knitting,

\

My grandmother Was & tall, neat, motherly old
vorsan, beloved y__exle]:ybody.__She_l ved-a-number-o
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" Shewas alvs;ays knitting, ‘and turning out score;ef
thick warm socks and mittens for her <rrandc1
~/At this time a great change had taken pldce bothix
the appearance of the country and in the ccndltlon of =
‘the people. It is true that many of the hrst settlers
" had- ceased from their labours but there were a good”
/5/many \]eft-—ola peopIe now, who were qmet&y enjoying,

_in the}v dechmp years, the frult of tben early in-

SN
¥
N

dustry. Comg)odlous dW/allmos had taken the place of -

the first rude house% Larcre flame balnb an(f/ 9111;
houaes had grown out of the small logones. “The for es]

in me immediate newhbourhood had beeh clearm‘fl

K away, and well-tilled fields occupled its pluce * Coa: se '

- and scant,y fare had been supplanted by . a- rich |
abundance of all ‘the requlslteS“ fﬁ/ t go to make home a
scene of pleasure and contentment - Altogether a sub-
stantlal prospenty was apparent A genuine contont
- and a hea,rty‘ good Wlll one towards another existed i in

all the older parts. The settled part as yet however

-+ formed oi_ﬂy very narrow belt extendmcr along the =

bay and lake shores, The great forest lay close at
hand-in the rea;-a,ad the-second generation;- as-in—th

case of my father had only to (ro a few miles tofind it, -




; .
’*f:/*i)\\\

N
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- and commence f01 themse}ves the laboriots atruggle e
i o clearing it away. = ‘
. - u The old home, as it was ealled was always a place of
| ' attnacilon ‘and espema,]ly so to the young people, Who ’
R PR wele stire - of ﬁndlnﬁ.(ood eheel at crra,ndfa,thels

What fun after the small place called home; to have
the run of a dozen #poms, to haunt the big ce11a1 Wlth

. its great heaps of’ potatoes and veoetable~ huge casks L

= - _of c1der’and well- ﬁﬁed blns of apples or to sit-at the A
-8 table loaded with- the wood things which (rrf)ndmethel -
o only could supply. How dehcmus the_ large piece of "o i
pumpkin pic tasted, and. how toothsome th(, rich crul”-

lers that melted )1/fhe/m/outh Dear old- body I

an-see her now going to the crreat cupboard- to get

i

mie qomethmor saying as-she g goes, “T'm sure the child

e i B
. .
>

7..1s hungry.” And it was true, he was always hungry ; 7

_ and how he manaoed to stow away so much is a B
-mystery I ca,nnot now e*{plam There was no place ‘
" in the world more to be des1red than this, and no spot
"in all the past the recollection of Whlch is miore bright*< . :
,.and,]oyous' ST IR T

My father now assumed the ma,nao'ement o\f affairs,

g . The old-people reserved One room to’ themselves but. 1t

was free to all p‘u'tleularly to us ohlldren Tt was ' )
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hard to tell sometimes which to .choose, whether;the’

kitchen, where the family. were vga,thered round the

a stretch on the soft l'au-carpet beside the box stove in

L
- cheerful logs blazing brightly in the big fire-place, or *°

O'randmothers room. This room: was also a sanctuary -

to whlch we woften fled to escape pumshment after
domo‘ some nnsch1ef We were sure of an advocate
there, if We could reach it in time. f -

" The house was a frame one, as early all the bEbt
houses were in those days, and was ]_fwamteu}-@, dark, yel-

'conélderably larger, Was used by the family. - In the

latter was the IarO'e fire-place, around which aathered in.

the Wmter time bright and happy faces; ,where the old
men smoked their pipes in peaceful reverie, or dehahted

us with storxes of other days where mother darned her

socks; and father menfi/ed our bOOtb .where the girls
were sewing, and uncles were scra,pmfr axe- ha.ndles"
" 'with bits of’ crlass to make them smooth There were

. no*drones m ta,rm-houbes then there was something -

for every one to do, 'At one side of the fire-place was

the. large brick oven with its gaping mouth, closed

o %‘r There were two kltchens, one used for washm«_ a

- - and doing the hea.v1er _household Work in; the other,

NN DI LS VY 1A TN 2\ N

with a small door, easily r_emoved, whete the bread
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and pies were baked. Within the fire-place- was an

iron crane securely- fastened in the jamb, and made '

to swing in and out with its row of iron pot-hooks

of different lengths, on which to hang the pots used

" in cooking. Cook stoves had not yet appeared to -

cheer the housewife and revolutionize the kitchen.
Joints of meat and poultry were roasted on t;xming
' spits, or were suspended before the fire by a ;::ord,a.nd
wire attached to the ceiling. Cobk’ing was attended

with more difficulties then. Meat was fried in lo?;qg‘-

hand[ed pan§ and the short-cake that so often graced
the supper table, and played such havoc -with the.
~ butter and honey, with the pancakes that ca.me_plp-
ing hot on the breakfast table, owed their ﬁmshmo'
touch to the frying pan. The latter, however, were.

more frequently baked on a large,gx;iddlé with a bow

~ handle made. té hook on the crane. Thi‘s on account

of its larger- surface, ena,bled the cook to turn out these

much-prlzed cakes, when properly nadethth greater

speed ; and in a large family an expert hand wa,s re-
qulrea to keep- up the supply. Some years la.fer a.n ‘

ingenious Yankee invented what was called a“ Reﬂec—

tor,”. made of bright tin for baking. Tt was a small tin

g

oven wit\h_*a slanting top, open at ope side, and when-
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. required for use was set before the fire on the hearth. ‘
This simple-contrivance was a great convenience, and

came “into general uSe. Modern inventions in the

‘appliances for cooking 'hawie very much lessened the _

labour and mcreased the p0s31b111t1es of s'upplymor a

’ varxety of dlshes but it has not- 1mproved the quahty ‘

of them. There were no better caterers to hungry
- stomachs than our mothers, whose pra.ctlca,l education
had been received in grandmother’s kitchen. The
other rooms of the house comprised a sitting-room—
. used only when there was company—a parlour, four

bedrooms, and the room reserved for the 01('1 people

Up stairs were the sleeping and store-rooms In the

hall stood the tall old fashioned house clock, with its

long pendulum swinging to and fro with slow and’

measured beat. Its face had looked upon the vener-

able sire before his locks were t.oucfhed with the fxiost

of age: When his children wére born it indicated the
hour, and it had gone on telling off the > days and years

untﬂ the chlldren were grown. And when a wedding

da.y. had come, it “had rung a joyful peal through the,
house.} and through the years the old hands had B

-~

travelled on, the hammer had struck oﬁ’”tile hours; and

1
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' familiar with its qonstant tick.
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another generation ha,d come to look upon it and grow

IEN
N o

- The furmtur% was pla,m and sub»canblal more atten-

‘tion bemd given to durablhty than to style or oma,-

A

>

ment Easy eh\?m\—save the spaelous rocking- chair ) ;

for old w01nen-/—-and lounfres were not seen.. There

o

was'no time’ for lolling on well-stuffed cushions. | Th:e ’

thick and heavy, made at Three Rivers; ;x.nd by their

side was always seen a large wood-box, well filled with

" sound maple or beech wood. But few pictuyes adorned

<the walls, and these were usua,lly rude pr ints far in-

ferior tc\) those we get every da.y now 'from the 1llus-
trated papers. . Boolcs, so plentiful and cheap now-4-
days, were then very sca,lce and where a few could be

found, they were mObhly lheavy doctrinal tomes piled
¢

.away on some shelf where’ “they were allowed to Te-

main.

_ rooms were. heated with large double box stoves, very __.

-
~

The home we now mhablted was altocrether a dif- -

ferent one flom that we had left in the back conces~

s1on ‘but it was like many another to be found a,lono'

{*ﬁre‘bwy—sherev—Besxdes—my—ewn_fanuly,_therefvzem

two younger brothers of my father, and two grown-

up ‘nieces, so that when we all mustered round the B

W
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‘table, there was a goodly number of. hea:nty peop]e

‘4M alwa.ys ready- to de Justlce to the abundant provision

a

e

made. This remmds me of an 1nc1dent or two illus-
tratlve of the lavish manner Wlth which’a Well-td do
fa,rmer s table was 'supphed——rmthvse’ mn-

' trea.l merchant and his’ wife were, spendmcrhan evening - -

-at a’ very hwhlv»esteemed farmer’s hou;e A the

proper time supper was announced a,nd the visitors,

with the fa.mlly, were rrathered round the table, which
groaned ;;netaphoncally speakm under the }oad it
bore. Th ere were turkey, beef and "ham,” bread and
 the fa.vourlbe short cake, sweet cakes i in endless variety,
pies, preserves sauces, tea, coﬂ'ee cnder anf what not.
The visitors - ‘were amazed, as they mmht well be, at
the ldVlSh display of- cookm , and they were pressed,
with Wellameant kindness, to partake heartnly of every-
thmO' They yielded . good- ﬁa,turedly to the entreaties
to try thls and that as loncr as they could and paused
Guly 4vhen it was 1mposs1ble to take’ a,ny ~more.  When
they were lea,vm the merchant asked his friend when

they were coming to Montreal and insisted that they

him'know a little before when they were coming he

s ould—eemeéseewremwmeif*thequon}&m}yﬁ———

would biy up everything there was to be had in the . -

A

T

-

B
|
=
1
i
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. ‘ J
~market for-suppet. On another ocea,sien an English
gentleman was spenaino" an eveming af; a neighbour’s,
and, as’ usual;- the supper tahle was crowded “with
everything the kind-hearted hostess' could thmk of. \
The guest was plied with dish after dish, and, think-
ing ‘it would be disrespectful if he did not take some-
. ’thmcr from each he continued to_eat; and take from

s “jthe dishés as they were passed until he found his
b " plate, and all. the available space around him, heaped
up with cakes and pie. To dispose of all he had care-
‘ fully deposxted on his pla,te and a,round it seemed-
utterly 1mposs1hle and yet he thought he Would be
‘ considered rude if he. did not . ﬁmsh what hé had
taken, and he struggled on, with thce perapja,‘mon
visible on hi§ face, until in despa,u he asked [to be
i N . excused as he could not eat any more if it VJ'ere to .
2 R saveh;shfe T ! BN
O % was the custom in thos ys for the hired help .
(the ter was not used) to sit at the table with

. . the fa,mlly On one occasion, a Montreal merchant

prince was-on a visit at a Wea,lthy Quaker’s, who -

in the summer. It’was custo{na,ry in this house for -
the family to seat themselves first at the head of the
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|
table, after which the hired hands all came in, and’ -

took the lower end. This was the only dlbtlﬂ@th!l
They were served just as the rest of the famf.ly "On
this occasion the cruest came out with the fa,rmly, and -~ o
= - they'were seated. Then the hired. men and girls.came (1
’ in and did the same, whereupon the merchant 1e:ft the L )
table and the room. The old lady, thinking there%. .
- Was something the matter with the man, soon- after
followed him into the blttnw-loom and asked him if
he was ill. He said “No” ' «Then ~why did thee ' :
~.. leave the table?” bb‘e old lady enquired. . Because,” / l
: said he “I am not accustomul to eat with scrvants.” —
“Very 'Well ” replied the old la.dy, «if thee*cwnn&b S
eat with ¢ us thee will have to go Wlthout thy chnner ‘
_. His honour concluded to pocket hlb diguaity, and sab- e |
mit to the ulles of the house.. _ I'-_ ? - -t
T was sent to school early—more, I fa,ncy, £6 %t me
“out of the way for a good.partof the day, than from- v
any expeetatlon that I would lemn much It took a ,‘r )
__if Iwa,s du/ll at %chool,I was n01sy .md n‘llbchleVOll.bv

'~ enough at -home, and very fond of tgrmentihg my sis-

ters. Hence, my parents—and no child ever had better.- -
ones—could not be blimed very much if they did:
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‘seixﬂ me to school for no other reason than to be rid of

. me. Theschool house was close at hand, and its aspect

is deep]y graven in my memory. My first school-
master was an Encrhshman who had seen better days:-

He was a Wood scholar, T beheve but a poor teacher,

: The school house was a small square gtmcture with -

low ce1hn0' J h{ the centre of the room was a box stove,

a,lound which the long wooden benches w1thout Backs ‘

‘ Were ranaed Next the walls were the desks, raised a ,

little from the floor.” In the summer tnne the pupils
Were all of tender yeara ‘the elder ones bemor kept at
home to hdp with fhé work. At the commencewment of
my educational cotr Se I was one of a little lot of urchins

ranged daily on hzw/d wooden seats, with our feet dang- -

~.ling in the air, for sevcﬁﬁ“eight hours a day. Insuch
‘a }Slight wo were/expected to be very good children, to

" make no noise, (md to learn our_lessons. Tt is a marvel

that S0 many Years had to elapse hefore parents and
teachers could be bxoucrht to see that l\eepmo children
in such a position for‘ .50 mzmy hours, was an act of

great cruelty The uenor of the rod was the only

- thing that' coul_d keep us ,s_tnll: and that often failed:”

" Sometimes, tired and weary, we fell asleep and tumbled

, off the bench, to be roused by tl}czﬁfal_‘l and the rod. In

B
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the winter time the small school room Was ﬁllea to - ‘ *».
V overﬁowmo* with the larger boys and mrls This dld . 1,)
not improve our condition, for we were mere close]y Tk,
\packed togpther a,nd were elther shwermc with the ;f; A
cold or being coeked with the 1ed-h0t stove Ina

short time after, the old schoel house, where my father,

I believe, had got his schoohnfr waW

" mers, and, with the aid” of s several yoke of oxen, was o

- , taken up the 1oad about a mile and enlartv'ed a ]1ttle ‘ o :’
',Thls event brought my course: of study to gn -end, i’or o7 5“
a while. 1 ne‘(t sat under;the rod of an Trish peda.— / , 7"
'rmcruu—an old man who evulently beheved that the ‘
only way to get anythlno into a boys head "was to- * - gy
h pound 1t in with a stick thl.OU“‘h hlS back. Thele wag : /_; i,
no dlk(:]plme and the noise we made seemed to rival a b ’

o Bedldm We used té play all. sort§, of tricks on th(, old

man, and- I was not behind‘in_contriving or carrying

/-

them into execution. One day, however, I was caught

&

an(l.sé‘verely thra.shed. This so_mortified me\ that I g
jumped out of the window and went home. An i inves-

" tigation followed and I 'was wlunp/Lby my father and
sent back. P001 old Dominie, he has long since put by ‘
his stick, and pasqed bevond the reach OLU.DJJI];LbQW——.J .
Thus I passed on frum teacher to teacher, staying at :

T

4
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. home i 1n the summer, and resuming my books aora,m in
the Wlnter -Sometimes I went to the old school house

“up the road, sometimes to the one in an opposite d1rec~

tion. The latter was larger, and there was generally a

books and dmner ‘basket, often throucrh deep snow and

' ’.} drifts. A’o night T had to get home i in élme to help to

N ﬂ feed the cattleand rmt m the- wood for.the hres Th_o’

o i" - school houses then were generally small and uncomfor-

f?’ table, and the teachers were*often of a very mfulol
‘;l order. . The school system of Canada, which has sinec

e been moulded by the skilfal hand of Dr. Ryerson into

e .onc of thé best in the world, and which will give to

. LT, " his industr y and genius a ‘more nenlmmg record than

. : stone or brass, was in my ciay 'véry imperfect indeed.
Ul . it was, perhaps, up with the times. But wh,efn tile ad-

) vantages ‘which the youth of this countgy now possess

’ ) ~are compared \’mh the small facilitics we had of pick-

tlns tlme into vogue, and were contmued for sevelal

— 1 ——y'EHS'—ThEV‘OEUEESTOHB'd’TfH‘TYd']}T“TN I

. v
r - . ~

VoL

better teacher, but it was much farther, and T had to6
and 1 hadto

sty mornings with my

mg up a little knowledge, it seems almost a marvel

-‘—ftha,t we learned anything. Spelling matches came at

schools, and were productwe of good. The meetings
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“took place during the long winfer nwhts elther Weekly

or fortmﬂ‘htly Every schnol had one. or more prize

Aspellers and these were selected to lead the match or>

if the school was large, a contest betwee f?ﬁe girls and

- boys. eame offfirst. Sometimés two of the best spel-

’/lers Were selected by the scholars as leaders, and these

would proceed to ‘choose sides;’ that is, one would

choose a- fellow pupll who would rise and take h1s of
her place, and then the other, continuing until the list

~ was exhausted. The preliminaries being completed, the

contest béwém At first the lower end of the class was

) dlsposed of, and as time wore on one after another

would makge a-slip and retive, until two«or three only

were left on cither side. Then the struggle beca,me

exciting, and scores of eager “eyes were fixed on the

contesta\rits. With the old hands there was a good dea.f
of 'fencinoi thofwh the teacher usually had a réserve of
difficult words to end the fight, which often lasted two
or three hours. He failed someglmes a,nd then it was

a drawn battle to be fought on anothel occasion.

}\t Debating clgsses azlso met and discussed grave ques-.
1

ons, upon such old- fashioned subjects. as these:

“ Which is the more uﬁeful to man, wood or iron?”

Pevege
b

T

A

“Which affords the orea.ter errﬂ)yment anticipation or
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articipation?” “ Which was the meatm general,”

Lp Welhn(rton or’ Napoleon? “Those who were to take'
e part in the dlscussmn Were _always® selected at a pre- . o
I S . vious meetmg, 1) thab all\tha.t had to be’dorxe was to -

select a chaurman and: com\%ence the debate Tean - oy
. /‘{ . grve from memory a sa.mple or twoof these ﬁrst at- " -
tempts. “ Mr. Pres1dent Ladles and Gentlemen Un- o
accustomed as I am to public sLeakmn' Trise to foake
A a few remarks on jhls all 1mporbant questmn—ahem— -7
‘ Mr. Preeldent this is the first time T ever tried to A
) spea,k in pubhc and‘ unaccus;,omed as [am to—to——"i’
i‘ -7 ahem Ladies.and Gentlemeﬁ I thiok our. opponents
g are altogether wrong in’ rguing that Napoleon was. a
s ~ greater ﬂreneral _than Well\ gtop—ahem—I-ask you, -
» . Mr. President, did Napoleon ever sthrash’ Welhnﬂrton v
S Didn’t Welhngton always thra,sh him, Mr. Presulent ¢
Didn’t he whip. him at Waterloo and take him mlsoner 2
and then to say that he isa greater oreneral ‘than Wel—n ‘
hnoton—-wl y, Mr. P1e51dent he couldn’ hold a candle
to him. Ladles and Gentlemen I say that Napoleon
Wa.sn’t a mateh for him at all. Welhngton licked him ™
' every tlme—end——yes, licked him every tiie. I can’t
- think of any more; Mr. President, and - I-will take my
 -seat, Sir, by saying that I'm sure you' will decide in
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our favour. from the strong arguments our side hias'
' produeed' 7 S oo
After: Ihtemncr to such powex,,ful reasoning, some one
© of the olderspectators would ask Ml Pwmdent to be al-

questlon td be debated and would 1)roceed to air his

eloquence and instruct the youth on -such a topic as

this: “ Which is the greater evil, a\ scolding wife or a

smoky cliimpey ¢”  After this .wise the .harangue

would proceed : —< Mr. President, I have been almost
A mad a-listening’ to the debates of thesc “ere y‘oundsters
—Fthey don’t know nobhmo at all about the s11chct
\Yhat do they’ know about the evil of a scoldmo* wife ?
Waw‘tlll _they have had 0119/1"01 twenty years, and been
J hammered, and jammed, Jand slammed, all the whlle
N Wait till they’ve been sc:olded because the baby cned
because the fire wouldn’t burn, because the room was
, too hot, because the cow kicked over the milk, because
/ 1t rained, because the'sun shined, “because the hens
o d1dnt lay, because the @&tel Wouldnt come, because
the old ‘cat had kittens, because they came $00 soon

e . for dmner beca.use they were a minute late—before
‘they ta,llk about f,he worry “of a scolding Wlfe ‘Why,

lowed to say a feW words on’some’ other 1mp01tant’“';' ’

Mr. Pres1denb I'd rather hear the clatter of hammers .
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and stones and twenty tin pans,and nine brass kettles,
than tlie din, din, dm, of the tongue of a scolding
woman ; yes, sir, I \vo(ﬂd To my wmind, Mr. Presi-
dent, a smol\y chlmne) is no more to be compared to a

scolding foe than a, little nigger is to a dack mrrht

These meetings were generally’ well attended, and con-

ducted with eonsiderable spirit. If -the discussions

" were not brilliant, and the young debater-often lost
* the thread of his argument—in other words, got things

 “ mixed "—he gained ‘conﬁdence learned to talk in

pubhc and to take: higher flights. Mémy of our leads
ing public wen learned their first lessons in the art of-
public .spea,kmg in the country debating school.

Apple trees were plantéd early by the bay settlers, -

. and there were now numerous large orchards of exa

cellent tuut Pears, plums cherries, currants and goose-
berries Wele also common. T he apple crop was gath= '
ered in October, the best fruit being sent to the cellar,

for family use during winter, and ithe’ rest to the cider

mill. .

“

¢ The_cider mills of those days weré somewhat rude

contrivances. The mill proper consisted of two cogged

_wooden_cylinders about fourteen inches in dla.meter

and perhaps twenty-six mches in length, placed in an
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upright position in a frame. The pivot of one of these
‘extended upward about six feet, and at its top Wals 5
secured the long shaft to which the horse was attached, .
and as it was driven round and round, the mill crunched
the apples with many a creak and groan, and shot, them
out on the opposite side. The press which waited to
‘receive thé bruised mass was about eight feet square,
“yound the floor of which, near the edge, ran a deép
groove to carry off the jui('ce.A In making \vliat is known
as the (;heese, the first process was to sbread a thick
layer of long rye or wheat straw round the outer edge,
. on ‘the floor of the press. - Upon thls the pulp was '
placed to the dcpth of a foot or more. “The first layer ‘
. of straw: was then tu1 ned in carefully, a.nd a,notherl‘

layer of straw put down as in the first phce upon

.~ which more pulp was placed and so:on from layer to

layer, until the cheese was complete. Planks were
~ then placed on the top, and bhe\prgssure of the power—
fal wooden screw brought to bear on the mass. Aﬁ
once a éopioué stream of cider began to flow into the
casks or vat, and here the fun began with the boys, °

th, well armed with 1ong straws, sucked their fill,

~

By the roadside stands the cider-mill,

‘Where a lowland slumber waits the rill ;
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. A great brown building, two stories high,
On the western hill-face warm and dry ;

And odorous piles of apples there
Fill with incense the golden air ;

And masses of pomace, mixed with straw,
To their amber sweets the late flies draw.

The carts back up to the upper door,
And spill their treasures in on the floor ;

; . . '
Down through the toothed wheels they go
To the wide, deep cider press below.

And the screws are turned by slow degrees
Down on the straw-laid cider cheesé 5

And with each turn a fuller%\;\rea.m
‘Bursts frombeneath the graniﬁg beam,

An amber stream the gods might sip,
And fear no morrow’s parched lip.

But wherefore, gods? Those idle toys
. Were soulless to real C'ynadian boys !_

'What classic goblet ever felt
Such thrilling touches through it melt,

As throb electric along a straw, -
‘Whenithe boyish lips the cider draw ?

The years are heavy with v;'eary sounds,
And their discords life’s sweet music drowng

But yet I héar, (;h, sweet ! oh, sweet ! :
The riil that bathed my bare, brown feet ;

Ny

And yet the cider drips and falls <
On my inward ear at intervals - v
J 1 ’
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And I lead at times in a sad, sweeb dream
To the bubbling of that little stream ;

And Isitina vxswned autumn still,
: " In the sunny door of the cider mill.

»

4 —WH[I‘I‘IER
It wa‘? a umversal custom to seb a dish of a.pples and a
pltéhel of cider before everyone who came to the house
Any departure flom this would have been thought
disr espcctful The sweet cider was generally Boiled
down into a. syrup, and, Wlth apples quartered and -
cooked in it, was equal to a preserve;and made splen-
did pies. It was called apple sauce, anduj(m\&i{ay
to the table thri ice a day. ' o s
' Then came the potatoes and roots, whlch had to be
dug a,pd brought to the cellar. It was not very mice.-
work; particularly if the ground was damp and cold, -
to pick them out and throw them into the baeliet, but
it had to be done, and I was compelled to do my share. -
One good thing about it was that it was never'a long A
job. There wias much more fun in cra,t.hermd the pump- -
kids and corminto the barn. The corn was husked, gen-
cally at mo'ht, the brwht crolden ears finding their Way‘

/ into the old erib, from whence it was to come aga.m to .

: aﬁenﬁﬁmkeﬁ%egmewnd-the&mkﬁ%rﬁhﬂs
‘mas. It wasa very common thmg to "have huskmg
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bees. A few mneighbours would be invited, ‘the barn

it with candles. '
Strung o’er the heaped-up harvest, from pit(;hforks in the mow,
Shoune dimly down the lanterns on the pleasant scenes below ;
The growing pile of husks behind; the golden, ears before,
And laughing eyes, an(l busy hand, and brown cheeks glimmer-
~ing o’er. . ; -

Half hxdden in a quiet nook, serene of look and heart,
e Talking their old times o’er, the old men sat apart ;
) While up and dowu the unhuslked pile, or nestling in its sh. de,
At hide-and-seek, w1th lauO'H and shout the ha.ppy children
~played. ) /’ ,

. v
N
N

Amid jokes and laughter the husks and ears would . :

— WHITTIER.

Ay, until the work was done, when all hands would
repair to the house, and, after partaking of* a .hearty
supper, leave for home in high spirits.

Then came hog-killing time, a very heavy and disa-
| greeable task, gﬁt the farmer has many of these, and._
learns to take them pleasantly. My father, with two
or three expert hahg'ls dressed for the occaasion: would
s!é;/;’ghter 'and‘dress‘. ten or a dezen large hbgs” in the
course of a day. There Wefe other actors besides in the

play. It would be curious indeed, if all hands were

-not employed when work Was going on. My partin

the performa.nce -was to attend -to the firé under the
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~great kettle in which the hogs were scalded, and to J
keep the watér boiling,Avaried at intervals by blowing
up bladders with a quill for-my own amusement. In
the house the fat had to be looked to, and after bemw
- washed and tried (the term used for meltma) was
. poured into dishes and set aside to cool and become
lard, afterwards. finding. its way into’ cakes and pie-
crﬁsf The out-door task does not end with the first -
da.) either, for the hogs have to be carried in and cut
up; the large meat tubs, in - “which the family supplles
are kept, have to be filled ; the hams and shoulders to
be nicely cut and cured, and the re:st packed into. bar-
rels for sale. . ‘ ‘A ‘
Close on -the heels of liog-killing €ame éaﬁsage-
mdkin(r when meat had to be chopped and ﬁavouréd,
and stuffed into cotton bags or prepared gut. Then
the heads-and feet had to be soaked and scraped over
and over again, and when ‘zeady were boiled, the one
being donverted into head—cheése, ‘the other into souse:
All these matters, when conducted 'undler the eye of a’
good housewife, contributed largely to the-comfort and

_ good living of the family. Who is. there, with such an

‘ expemencea,s mme that recewes these ‘things. at the

hands of his 01ty butcher and meets them on his table,
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who does not wish for the moment that he was a boy,
and seated at his mother’s board, that he mmht shake
off the phantom canine and fehne that rise on his plate,
‘and.call in one of mother’s sausages.

As the fa.ll crept on, the preparatlons for Wmter in-
creased. The-large rolk of full cloth, whchhad been
» lately brought from the mill, was carried. down, and. ‘
" father and I set—out for a tailor,’ our Tneas-

" ure and eutm we Brbi;g_ht home,
and some woman, or perlnaf;s a wandéring tailor, was
employed to make them up. There,-was no discussion
as to style, and if the fit did not 1)&1),1)(—}11 to be perfeét .

there was no one to ultl(:lst, either the material, or the -
- make, nor were thete a,ny arbitrary riles of fashion to
" be ljespected. We had new clothes, which were warm
and comfortable. What more did e want ? * A cob-
bler, too, was brought in to. make our boots. My
father was qulte an expert at shoemakmg, but he
ha.c.l $0 many irons m the fire now that he could -~
ot do more tﬁan mend or make a light pair of shoes
-for mother at odd spells. The work' then, turned out
by the sons of ‘St. Crispin was not highly finished.

It ‘was coarse, but, what wa,s of greater . consequence,

11; was strong, and wore Well While all this wa.s-
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going on for the benefit of the male. porti(/)vn of the
-‘-hlouse, mother’ and the girls were busy turning the
white flannels into shirts and draw‘éi's,' ?h(nl“ the plaid -
roll tha,t, ca,me with it into dresses. for themselves o

- As in the -case of our clothes there was no consult-

ing of fashion- books, for a very good reason, perhips

o .

L

Brown or Miss Smith having- her ress made thlS way {
or that; and I am sure they were far happier and - |
conterited than the rrnls of to- day, with aI] their shuw

- and O'llttex : . | -

Thetroads at that, tlme more par tlcularly in the fall/

settled and dried, they were no bettu / The bridges. -
were rough, wooden affairs, eovered with logs, usua,lly
flattened on one side with an axe, The swamps and
. malshes were made 1)assab<ie by laying ‘down logs, of

nearly equa] size, close tooethel in ‘the worst. places

These were known e{s cmdmoy roads, and were no,
/pfeasant hmhways to I‘lde over for any dlstance as all

\jj " who have tried them know. 1But in the Wlntel the CL

_ —there’ was  none to° “consult, xNo talk a,bout MISS ' ’J;

were almost impassable until frozen up. Inthe spring; P

“until the/ Frost - was out of the ovround and they had’ \_ .3

————frost-and snow made good 7y a,velhnff evcrywhere a,nd
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hence the Wlnter was the time for the farmer to do h1s

O teammor :
L _Qne. of the first things that claimed attention “when
1 . the sleighing began, and ‘before the snow got deep in

the woods, was to get out- the year’s supply of fuel,
The men set out for the bush before it was\fa,lrly day-

. } : hoht and commeneed chopping. The trees were cut

{ ' in len«rths of about ten feet, and the brush plled in
heaps Then my father,”or mybelf when I got old
enough, followed with the sleigh, and began drawing
it, until the wood yard -was filled with sound beech

~and maple with a few loads of dly pine for kmdlmo

Tty ' These hurm wood-pllus always bore a thrlfty a,ppeg,u-‘

4 ¢ ance; and spoke of comfort and crood cheer w;thm

- - Just before Christmas there ..wa,s always one or two
. N . beef cattle to kill. Shecp had ‘:'-Llsq to be slaughtered,
| ~ with' thewf:\“n'ﬁi?ys, geese and duck‘g; ‘which had been

, -ean . 'rré_tfihw Jready for decapitation. Aftei “home wants
) E WPre provided for, the. rest were, sent to market )
Ag /~/The winter’s woxk now began in earnest, for whatever
A hm.y be said about the enjoyment of Canadian winter
J ‘tf hfe—a,nd it is an enjoyable time to the Ca.nadlan—A
Ll B

thele are few who rea,lly enjoy it so much as the farmer.—

;‘ 3 <

He ca,nnot however, do like brum——roll hlmself up in
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the fall, and suck his paw untll sprmo in a’state of

~ semi- unconselousness for his: cares are numerous aud
imperious, his work vaned and laborious. "~ His larore g
stock demands regular attentlon a,nd must be fed
mormng and night. "The great barn filled with orraln
had to be thresbed “for the cattle needed the straw
and the grain had £ be got out for the market. - So
day after day he and his men hammered away with
" the flail, or spread the sheaves on the barn floor to be
tr?mpled out’ by horses T hreshmo machines were
unknbwn then as were all the Iabom-savmcr machines
oW S0 extenblvely used by the farmer - His, muscular
~arm was the only machine he then had to uly\upon,-
“andyif it did not accomphsh much; it suceceded in
. doing its work well, and in providing him with all bis
mddeét wants. Then_the! fanning mill came into play
“to clean the grain, after Whlch it was carried to the
granary, whence again 1t was taken either to the mill
" or to inarket Winter was also the time to get out the
lotrs from the ‘Woods, and to haul them to the mlﬂl to
be sawed in tHe spring—we cmlwa,ys had a use for
_boards. These saw mills, built on sap-streams, which
m&ry.a&boen—as%hefpnm*ﬁese S Were over, were
! “like the cider mills, sma.ll lourrh structures They had
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" but one uprlo'ht saw, Whlch owing to its primitive

constructlon, did not mové as now, with lightning rap-
idity, nor did it turn out a very large quantity of
stuff. It answered the purpose of the day, however,

and that was all that was required or exp:acted of it.

Rails, also, had to be split and drawn to where new o

fences were Wa.nted or where old ones needed repairs.
There were flour, beef, mutton, butter, apples, and a
score more of things to be taken to market and dis-
posed . of. . But, notmthsta.ndmc all this, the winter
* 'was a good, joyful time for the farmer—a time, more-
over, 'When the social réquisites of his nature received
" the most attention. Often the horse's \Would be put to
~ the sleigh, and we- would set oﬂ“ well bundled up, to
- visit somle friends a few miles dlsta,nt or, as frequently
happened, to visit an uncle or an aunt, far away in the,
new settlements. The roads often wound along for miles
. through the forest, and it was great fun for us-young-
sters to be d&;shing along behind -a spirited team, now

around the trunks of great trees, or under the low-

hanging boughs. of the spruce or cedar, laden with ° -

snow, whlch sometlmes shed their heavy load upon

our nea.ds But a,fber ‘a while- the cold Would seize

upon us, and we would wish our journey at an end.
C
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The horses, white with frost would then be pressed on
_faster, and Would brmu us at lenath to the door. In
a few_ moments we would all be seated round - the
glowing fire, which would soon quiet our ,chattenng
- teeth, thaw us out, and prepare us to take our plé.ées
. ab the repast which had been getting seady in the
meantime. We were sure, to do justice to the good
i thmgs WhIch the table prov1ded

‘ Many of these early "days start up v1v1dly and
~ brightly 1 before me, particularly since I have grown to
manhood,.and lived amid other surroundings. Among '
the most pleasing of these recollections are some of

my drives on a moonlight night, swhen the sleighing
" 'was good, and when the sleigh, with its robes and

rugs, was packed with a merry lot of girls and boys

(we had no ladies and gentlemen then). Off we-
would set, épanking along over the crisp snow, which

creaked and cracked under the runners, makinga low

murmuring sound in harmony with the slelcrh bells.

When could a more fitting time be found for ap‘leasure-'
ride than on one of those clear calm. nights; when the -
earth, Wra,pped in her mantle of snow, glistened and

sparkled in the moonbea.nis, and the blue vault of

heaven glittered with countless stars, whose brilliancy
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' seemed intensitied by the cold—-when the aurora bore-

5

:
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valis Waved and’ da,nced across the northern sky, and the . - /
frost noisclessly fell like flakes of silvet upon’ ‘a, |

\
scene at once insphriting, exhilarating and Joyous’

"How the meu y laugh floated along in the evenan* air,

as we dash;ad aloncr the road! How' sweetly the merry
song and choru9 echoed thlouorh the sﬂent wood; while |
our hearts were azrlow with exc1tement and all nature -

" seemed to 1espond to the happy scene !

When the frosty nwhts set in, we Were always ¢én |
the qui vive for a skatmb 1evel on some pond near by,‘
“and our ea«relness to enjoy the spoxt flcquently led to
‘a ducking. But vely soon tlie large ponds, and then

1

the bay, were frozen over, when we could indulge m\ .
the fun to our heart’s content. My m:battempts were
made under considerable difficulties, but perse\erance
bmdcres the way over many obstacles, andso, with my .
fa,thera skmtes which were ovel a foot long, and which *. )
required no httl;e 1nwenu1ty to fasten to wmy ‘feet

I made my first attempb on the ice.  Soon, how-

—

ever, in the growth of my febt this trouble was over-

-

come, and 1 could Whnl over the ice with a.nyone
Wt net—sha,pe—m—this—ea:hr}arabmg—emtrs

then ; 1ndeed their doing so would have been thought
) Y ST ¥ . . g

~ . ~ .
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> quite improper. As our time was usually taken up |

with school. through the day, and with such chores as -

- feeding: ca,ttle° and- bI‘lIlbIDC" wood in for the fire when - x
We returned at night, we would sally out after supper,
on: moonhght mghts, and, full of life and hilarity, ﬂy
over the ice, singing and shouting, and making the

‘ _ night ring with our merriment: There was plenty oﬂ‘m J

-room on the bay, and early m _the season there Were . 7

miles of ice, smooth as o-la,ss a,nd clear as crystal, re- ' |

* - flecting the stajts which spatkled and glittered beneath K

otr éeeﬁ, as theugh we- were gliding over a sea of . -

silver set with brilliants.

- = Hofor the bay, the ice-bound bay - o S Y - y

The moon is up, the stars are bﬁghé H . ( 3

P . The air is keen, but-let it play— \“‘ .(\\
We're proof against Jack Frost to-mtrht :

With a sturdy swing and lengthy stnde, ‘ 0 B v
. The glassy. ice shall feel our steel ; . : Co .
S And through the welkin far and wlde ’ : B R

. The echo of our song shall peal. L ) . .

Crorvs.—Hirrah, boys, hurrah ! skates on and away !
.. You inay lag at your work, but neyer at play;
*Give wing to your feet, and make the ice ring,
Give voice- to your mirth, ﬁgd merrily sing.

Ho for the boy who does not care i ’ ' - o
A fig for cold or northern blast !” - " i
‘Whose winged feet can cut the air ' S &
Swift as an arrow from bowman cast \ B

~ . . -
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Who can give a Iong and hearty cilase,
" And wheel and whirl ; then in a\trice I
Inscribe his name in the.polished face, \

x Of the cold and clear and glisténing ice. L.
— CHORUS. '
- Ho, boys! the night is waning fast ; \
» . The moon’s last rays but faintly gleam.
The hours have glided swiftly past, L :
' . f And we must home to rest and dream. ; ~ ,
o 7 . The morning’s light must find us moving, . .
| Ready our daily tasks to do; ) |
d This is the way we have-of proving /
A '~ We can do our part at working too. v
' T ‘ JHORUS.
y i
. b
: ] {
.
y ) -
%

o
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CHAPTER IL.

i

THE ROUND OF PIONEER LIF]‘.J—:GA‘\IE-»NIGHT FISHING—MORE
DETAIIS\ ABOLT %UGAR‘WIABXVG—-SDGARING OFF—TARING A
HAND AT THE OLD CHURN— SHEEP- -WASHING— COUNTRY GIiRLS,
THEN AND NOW-—SUBSTANCE AND SHADOW—"' OLD GRAY
AND HIS. ECUENTRICi 1100 — uAky 50 —MY EARLY EMULATION
OF kn’i‘tl& PAUL RUBENS— MEETING-HOUSES—ELIA . N QUA-
JKER MEETINGS—V \RIEGATED® AUTUMN LANDSC APES—T.OCGCTNC
AND HUILTi\'(: -.BEF%—LEVFI\H\'G £ UN—1HE TOTCHING_LAY OFJ

THE YOUNG W 0\{;\\ WHO SAT DOWN TO SLEEP. |

ISITING for the older fo]k agd/ sleigh- 11d1;]o~ _
for_the _younger were the’ p}mc&pal amuse-

“ments of the winter. The life then led was very
plain and uneventful. There‘-was no ostentatious
digpiay,_ or assumption of superiority by the «first

. fa‘fnilies"’ Indeed there was no room for the lines of
(demarcation which exist in these days. ~All had to
struggle for a home and home comforts, and if some
¢+ had-beén more successful in the rough battle of pioneer
) . life than others, they saw no reason why they should -
‘tedforpnfﬁedﬁup—avmﬁmﬂ“mu swere tco
scarce to be coldly or haughtily treated, They had

. hemi. gi;_eir ‘way, side by side, into the fastnesses of

5 -
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the Canadian bush, and therefore stood on one com--

mon level. But fewxsupc_erﬂuities could .be found either

in their houses or on their persons. Their dress was

of home-made fabric, plain, often eoarse, but substan-
tial and .comfortable. Their. ma;nners were cordial
and hearty, even to brusqueness ‘but they were true
friends and -honest counsellors rejoicing with: their
neighbours in-prosperity, and sympa.t}nsmg when days
of darkness visited their homes. Modern refinement

"had not crept into their domestic circle to disturb it

with shams and pretehsions; Fashion had no court

) Wherem to adJudlcate on. matters of dress Time-
worn styles of dress and living -were considered the
_best, and hence there was no rivalry or fo_ohsh display
in.either. Both old and-young enjoyed an evening at
a friend’s house, where they were sure to be welcomed,
and where a well-supplied table always \‘greete‘d them.
"The home agxusements were very limited. l\l{u_sw,
with its refining power, was uncultivated, and indeed

- almost unknown. - There were no musical instruments,

unless some Wanderiﬂg fiddler hg.i)pened to come along ¢

to delight both old and young with his crazy instru-

L4

ment. There were no critical ears to detect discordant

sounds, or be displeased with the poor execution of

)
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the rainbling musician. The youn,tiz; folk would some-
times’ splnt him away to the Vll]age tavern, which was

usua.lly provided w1th a Iarge room -called a ball-room
where he Would ﬁddle Whlle they danced the hours )
gaily away. At home the family gathered round t:he, ] ]
glowmg fire, where work and conversation moved on b,
together. The old motto of ‘Wa,rly to bed, a,nd  early
to rise ” was .strlct]y observed. Nine o’clock usua,lly '
found the household yyrég\m slumber In the morn-
.mg all.were up and breakfast was ovel usually before . 'L*
seven. .As soon as. 1t began to get l&ght the men and,__~ ‘ :‘
: boys started for the barn to feed the c\a.?ﬂe and thresh ; \ . E
o and' thus the winter wore away. ‘
Very little things sometines contribute, hrcrely to the
- comfort of a family, and ax:gnfr those I may mention:

the lucifer match, then unknown It was necessary to
‘ carefu]]y cover up the live coa.ls on the hearth before
going to bed, so that there would be something to start
the fire with in the morning. This brecaution rarely
failed with good hard-wood coals But sometimes they

4

F

" died out, and then some one would have to gotoa
" neighbour’s house for fire, a thmg Whlch I have done -

S sometimes, and it was not nice t¢ have to crawl out of -
Ty warm nest and run. through the Keen cold air for ~

- v
- . .
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& half mile or more 4o fetch some live coals, before thé ,
morhing light /ﬁéd broken in the cast. My father
usually kept some Bundles of ﬁnely spli’t’ pine.sticks
tlpped with bri rmbtone for star tmg a five, Wlth these,

if there was only a spark left a five could soon be

i made

But little time was ‘given to sport, althoughr there
was plenty of largée game. There was” something of
more importance always ‘claiming attenti;)n In the
winter an occasional deer mmht be- shot and /foxes
__Were sometlmes taken in tlaps It /réqulred /a good
deal of experlence and skill to set a trap so as /to catech =
_the cunnm(r beast Many stories have I heard tl&p-" '
pers tell of tricks played by Reynard, and how he had, .
night after night, baffled all their ingenuity, upset the
traps, set them off, or removed them, secmjed the bait,
and away. Another sport more largely patronized in -
the spring, because it Brought something fresh and in-
viting to the table, was night-fishing. When the .
creeks were swollen, and the nights were‘ calm .and

warm, pike-and mullet came up the strearns in great

“abundance. Three or four would set out with spears,

with-a—man—tqvcarby*theja“ckfanu also a supply of

dry pine k-nots; as full of resin as could be found, and

4
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- cut up small, Wlllch were depos1ted in different places
- alonO' the creek. The Jack was then ‘filled and lit, and
when it was all ablaze carried along the edcre of the
stream, closely followed by the spearsman, Who if an
. expert, Would in"a short .time secure ag many fish ‘as
could be carried, It requiréd a shar P eye and a sure -
aim. *The. fish shot through the water with great
‘ra,p1d1ty, which rendered the sport all the more exci-
ting. All hands of eourse, 1etu'ned home thomuorhly

. soaked, Another and pleasanter Way was fishing in g -

canoe on the bay, with the lighted jack sécured in the © -

bow, Whrle there its hrrht shone for a cons1derable
dlstance around and enahled the ﬁshers to see the
smallest fish low down in the cleal calm water, This
was really enjoyable sport, and crenerally resulted in-
- a good catch of pike, plckerel and, very often, a mas-
kelonwe or two ’
- Early in the spring, Bef LL%I& the snow hacl gone, the
suoar-makmor tu:he came. Success depended altogether
upon the fa.vourable condition of the Weather The
'days must: lue clear and mild, the nlbhts frosty °and
plenty of snow in the woods. When the t.me was at

ha,nd,i;he_buckets—and—trouﬂhe_ were overhauled )9f)11es'

‘were made, and when all was ready ‘the large kettleq"
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NIGHT FISHING IN THE CREEK.-
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, ahd casks were kpu{:, in the sleigh, and all hands set
' out for the bush. Tapping the tree was the first ti;;xjr
- in order. This was done elther by boring the tree with
an auger, and msertmcr a.spile about a foot long to
carry off the" sap, or with a gouge-shaped tool about
two inches dee which was driven into the tree, under
aninclined scar made with an axe. The spiles used in
this case were split with the sfamp inéi?rument, sh’)m:p-

ened at the end with a knife, and driven into the cut. .
A person accustomed to the work would ta,p a great
.many trees 1P ar day, and usually conti 'ue(i until he

vhad‘ ‘done two or ‘three hux;’dred orore, This fin-
lshe& next came the ‘placing and kanging of the kettles.
. A large log, or What was ‘mefe common, the trunk of
. some great tree that ha en blown *down, Woﬁld be
) bel\ected in.as cen al a position as possible. Two

_cro ches were 1;ectedI by. its ‘side, and ?'I. strong pQIe '
was put across from one to the other. Hooks were
then made, and t kettlés/ suspended over the fire.

. The sap was co ected once and sometlmes twice a day, -
re was a. good supply in the casks, the

L boilig beoan \Each day’s run was ﬁmshed if . -pos-

%ﬂ /sxﬁle the same night, when the suo'anng-qﬁ' took pla,ce .
There are. vanous }uﬁple /'Ways of t,ellmfr When the

/
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;
syrup is sufﬁment]y boﬂed and When this is done, the
kettle containing the result of the day’s Work is set off
the fire, and the contents stirred until they turn to
suorar Whlch is then dipped mto dishes or moulds, |
and set asule to harden. Sometlmes when the run
was large, the- bo1hn0 continued until late at night,
‘and, althouo}l there was a 0’00(1 deal of hard VVOlk.
connected with it, there was also more or less enjoy-
" ment, partlculaﬂy when some half dozen merry girls
dropped 10 upon you, and assisted at the closing scene.
On these oceasions the fun was free and boisterous.
The woods rang. with shouts and peals of laughter, and -
always ended by our faces and halr bemcr all 9z‘uclc up

with sugar. Then we would mount the slelcrh and leave

for tl}e house. But the most satisfactory part of the
= \W] e Was to- survey the result of the toil j In several

undled weight of sugar, and vauous vessels filled
‘ ‘ W}ﬁh rich molasses. - . —
N ow the hams and beef had to be/got/o:t of the
casks, and hung up in the smoke-= house to be smoked.
The sprmcr work crowd,ed on rapldly Ploughing, ",
fencmo* so\yvmtr and”p]antmo followed in qulch Wes-/
sion. _All-h hands were-busy.— Theyg nQeroneshadtp

drive the cows ‘to pasture-in the morning and bring
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them up at night. They had also to take a hand at .

the old churn, .and it was a weary task, as I remember
well, to stand for an hom puhaps “and dmve the
dasher up and down throuwh the thick cre‘un How
often the handle was examined t¢ sec if there were : any
mdlcatlons of butter ;and what J;t}sfactlon there was
m getting over with it As soon as my legs were long
enough I had to follow a team, and dr ag in grain—in
fact, before, for I was mounted on the back of one of |
‘the hoxses when my nether limbs. were hardly long
,eno_ugh to hold me to my seat. 'The implements then

in use were very rough. Iron ploughs, with cast iron

mouldboards, shears, &ec., were generally used, As
Ay

compared . with the ploun'hs" of to‘-da,y’ they were clumsy _
things, but were a great adva,nw over the old wooden
ploughs Wb1ch had not yet a.ltorrethcl gone out of use.
Tree tops were frequently used for dr;ws Riding a

hoxse in the field, under a hot sun, Whlch I frequently

‘ha.d tod& was not as agreeable as’ it might seem\at the
first blush T _ ' C . .

In June came. sheep-washing. The sheep were

driven to the bay shore and secured in.a pen, Wwhence .

S

Ly

3

t,he/y' were taken one by one into the ‘bay, and their, \}

‘ﬂefece well washed, after whlch they. were let go. In

\\/
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;), few days they were brought to the barn and sheared.
The wool was then sorted ; some of it Being retained
to be carded by hand, the rest sent to the mill to T
‘turned into volls ; and whign they wer . brought. hore
the hum of the spinﬁing’?wheel was ‘heard,. day after
day, for weeks, and ﬂ;e steady beat of the girls feet on ‘
.- the floor, as thg‘y’.‘,walked ibrf‘ward “and  backward E
. drawtig out and twistiﬁg the thread, and then letting
.- it run upon‘the spindle. Of course the quality of the
W_clo';h depended :on the fineness and evenness of the

 thread ;’and a great deal of pains was taken to é,urn

out good work. When the spinning was done, the yarn
- . ! 7

was taken away’ to' the weaver to be converted ini:o
~ cloth. .- Xs T have said before, there were no“drones in
“a farmer’s house then. Wl_)ile ‘the work was being
pushegl outside with vigour, it did not stand still i?side.

The thrifty housewife was always busy. Beside the

daily round of cares that continually pressed upon her,

N ‘ < -
the winter had hardly Nﬁw&y before she began -
to make preparations for .the next. . There were w‘il.d,
strawberries and raspberries to piERNa,nd preserve, of

Which the family had their sha;l:e as they came, sup-

plemented with an abundance of rich cream and sugar; -

a.nisq-with—ﬁhwtha*fm‘its in their turn. There was




FIFEY YEARS AGO. : 47

the daily task, too, of milking, and the less frequent
one of making butter and cheese. The girls‘ were
always out in the yard by su;lrise, and soon came trip-
ping m w1th red cheeks and flowing pails of mﬂk "a,nd
at sunset the scene was repea.ted The matron 1eqmred ;
"no nurse to take care of the c¢hildren ; no cook $0
supermt,end the kltchen no chamber-ma.ld to. ‘
the beds and do the dusting. She had, very likely, one
" or two hired girls, newhbom:s daughters. .It W s quite’
-common then for fa.rmers da,utrhters to go ouﬂf to work
When their services could be dlspensed with @t home.
They were treated as equals a.ud took as mucil intetest -
in the affairs of” thel famlly as the mistress herself:
The fact of a girl going out to work did” not affect he1
posﬂ:lon. On the. éontlary it-was rather in her fa,vour
and showed i;ha,t ‘she had some ambition about' her.
The girls, in those days, were ;luite as much at lome
" in the kitchen as’in the dxa,wmo"roam or boudoir.
They could do better execution over a wash tub than.
.at a spinet. They could handle a rolling pin with
more satisfaction than a sketch book ; _and if nece sity
required, could go out in the ,ﬁeld and handle a fork
and rake with pr&etxcal resulta They were educated

in the country school house—

f‘ﬁeside.ym_l’ straggling fence that skirts the way,”




LN
" . .

48 COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA

with their brothers, and not at a city: boarding school. -
Thcy had not so much as dlgamod of fashion books or

; -+ heard of ﬁtshlonmble milliners. Their accomphshments o

'Were picked up at home not abroad. And’ with ‘all’
these drawbacks, they were pure,. modest affectionate.
- They made good wives; and that they were the best
and most thoughtful mothers that ever Watched over
" the well-being of their cluldz en, many remember full -
- well.

Country life was pla,ctlca,l and plodding in those -
days. ~ Ambition dld not lure t“he hushandman to days .
of luxury and éase, but to the accomphshment of a -

- good day’s work, and @ future crowned with the fruits - .
of honest industry. If the girls Were'prepa.red for the .-
~‘futme by . the W’&tdltul care and e\a,mple of the
mothers, so the bovs followed i in the footsteps of their

 fathers. They did not look upon their lives as burden— . A
some. They did not feel -that the occupation of z |
farmer was less h‘bneura.ble than any other. The.

;¢ - merchant’s shop did not possess more attraction than

the barn. Fine clothes were neither so durable nor so

eheap as home-made suits. Fashionable tailors did

not exist to lure t.hu:n into e\trava,france and the

il L
~town-b d—émdfha&—m&brek oosetotaint them—
\ . )
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With his follies. Their aspirations did not’ lea.d mto

Wa,ys of display and idleness, or their association to .
bad habits. They were content to work as thelr
" fathers had done, and thelr aim was to become as
exemplar,yz and respected as they were. = It Wa,s in
such a- gmol and under such masters that the found-
ation ‘of Canadian prosperity was laid, and it is not
watlfylno' to the thoughtful mind, after the survey of
such'a- plctule to find that although our matenal

prosperity in ‘the space of fifty years has been mar-

vellous, we have been gradual]y_depa,rtmg from the,

. sterling example set us by’ our progenitors, for twenty

ryears at least. “Dead flies” of extravagance have -
y . : g

found their way into the “ointment” of do;nesticlife
and their “savour ” is keenly felt. - In our haste to be-
come rich, we have abandoned the old road of honest
mdustry To acquire wealth, and to rise in the social
scale, we have cast behind us those principles which
crlve tone and value to poqxtlon We are, not like the
Israclites who'longed for the “flesh pots they had
]left behind in Egypt ; yet, When we look around; it is

dlﬂ‘icult to keep back the questlon put by the Eccles1-‘

ast, « What is the cause’ that, th&LfOlmer Were

better than these 2 and  the answer we think is not
! e - .

o~

~

4
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difficult to “find. Our daucrhters are brou«rht up now -
like tender pla,nts more. for ornament than use. The
pra,ctlcal/lessons of \life are. neglected for the superﬁ-
cial. We send our sons to/ collecre and there they fly ~
from the fostermg care of home they crowd into our
towns and c1t1es-—somet1mes to rlse, it is tlyue, bu ,more
frequently to fall, and to become worthless membem of
society.” Like the dog in the fable we ourselves have™ -
let the substance drop, while our gaze ‘has been glam-
oured by the bhadow
Early in J uly the haying began. . The mowers were -

~ expected. to be in the meadow by ‘sunrise; and all’

\‘ through the day the rasp 'of their Whetstones could be
“heard, as they dexterousily dlew them with a qulck
motion of the hand first alono' one sxde of the scythe
a.nd then the other after whlch they went swinging'
across the ﬁeld the waying grass fa,lhncr rapldly before
their keen blades and droppmo in ewathes at their | —

| (glde. The days were not then divided oﬁ' into a sta.ted
ﬁ }mmbe_r_ of working ‘hours. The rure Wa.s to beom

* with the 'moming -li.ght' and “continue _as long. as you -
could see.\ Of course men had to eat in.those days as

well as now, and the blast of the old t;in dinner-horn ©

fell on the ear with more melodious sound’ theh‘ the -




L

i\, FIFTY YEARS AGO.. R 7 |

grandest o;'chestre. to the musical enthusiast. Even

Yo Gray,” when I followed the i)]OuUh used to give
answer to the cheerful wind of the horn by a loudr
-Whmny, and stop in the furrow; as if to say, « There
now, oﬁ‘ with my harnese, and let us to dinner” ‘If T
happened to be in t?heihliddle\.‘of the field, I had'con-

siderable trouble to get'"the eld. fellow to go on to the

‘end: : ' | .

I must say a few words in this place a,bout “ Old
? Why_he wiis always calldd “Old Gray ™

. mm I know. His colour could not have sug-‘
gested the name, for he was a bright, roan, almost a-.

: b/ay He was by no means a pretty animal, being raw- .

+ boned, and never seemm'> Jbe m&tu'st-rate confhtlon o
but he ‘was endowed with rema1HWw@m___-
great endurance and was, moreover, a{;ﬂeet‘ trotter. -~
When.my father began the worldfor himself he was ‘ '\

a .part of his chattels, and survived his master sev-

eral years. Father drove him twice to Little .York,

one wmter a distance of over one hundred and. ﬁfty

miles, accomplishing: the tup both times inside of a

week He never would allow a team to pass hir e




52 'COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA -
. »
and many such races I have had ; but the moment a

team turned out of the track to pass “Old Gray,” he

" was off like a shot and you might as well try to
hold a iocomotn'e w1th pms as "him w1th an ordinary
bit. He was skittish, and often ran away. On one
occasion, when I was very ‘young, ‘heA ran off with

3 | . . . . .
father and mvself in a single waggon. We were both

| . . - .
thrown- out, and, our feet becoming entangled in the-

lines, we. weve dragged some  distance.. The “wheel
passed.over my head, and eut it %o that it bled frecly,
but tl;e wound was_not serioux.' My father was
i)a(lly hurt‘ After a while we started for home, and
hefore we reached it “the old - scamp crot frightened
at ‘a log, and ‘set oft full tilt. * Again . father was.
thrown out, and- I tipped over-on-the bottom of the '
. waggon.” Fo;tunatel)', the shafts gave .way, and let
him loose, \x;hen he*sﬁtopped.~ 'Fathel_' was carried
home, and’ did not leave the house for a jonO': time.
I used to ride the self-willed heast to %hool in the win- -
ter,and had great sport, sometnnu by frettlnor boys on
behind me, and, when they were not thinking, I would _ '

touch *“Old Gray” ')u/fnder the flank yx;ith my heel,

which would make him spring as though he were shot

2

%an'(l off the hoys would tumble in'the snow. When I
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reached school I tied up thte reins a.nd lc,t him go home~
I d(4 not, thmk he evex had an oquod for ﬁuschlef and
. for the last years We had hlm we cold do nothm"
. with-him. " He was pelpetually gettmw into the ﬁelds
of rfram and leading all the chel cattlé afterhim. We .
used ito hobble :him’in all sorts of ways, but he would - ;
manag® to push or rub down the fence at some weak .
‘ pomt and unless‘hls nose was fastened down alinost’ to
', the gro mid by a cham fwm his hea,d to his hind lerr
he would let’ down the bah or opon all the gates about "
‘the place. * * There was not a door about. the barn bu’t‘:

- he Woul(l open, if he cogm <rot at the lateh, and if the

‘Lev was leﬁg in the granary door he would unlock
that, If left sta,ndmw he was sure ‘go get'his head-stall
off, and we had to get.a haltel made/spemally for him.
He ﬁnally )oecaine such a, pel petual torment that we
sold him; and we all had a good cry when’ the old)®

hO‘ibf‘ ‘went away. He was upwards of twenty—ﬁve{

‘ ycars old at this time. HOW ‘much longer he lived I

cannot sayy I never saw ‘Thim afterwald
A- soon as the sun Was well up,and our tasks about.

the house over, our part of this new play in the hay-.

fiela- bega, and with a fork or lokng stick we followed
up ‘the swl;a

thes and sprea,d them ‘out mcely,’so that ;
a

. “




COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA

the grass would dry. In the afternoon. it ‘had to be
\ra,ked up into wmrowq—work in .which the gnls often
JOlned us—and after tea one or two of the men cocked
it up, while we raked the 0'10und clean after them. If
the weather.was clear and dry it would be left out for
s:fveral days before . it~ was drawn into the barn or
stacked ; but often it was housed as soon as dry.
/ Another 1mporbant matter Whlch claimed the far-
mer s,attentlon at this time was the preparation of his
summer-fallow for fall wheat. The ground was first
‘broken up after the spring sowing was over, and about -
) hay time the second ploughing had to be done, to deb
stroy weeds, and get. the land in pro der order.' In
August the last ploughing came, and about the first
-of September the wheat was sown. It almost alwa.ys
happened too, that there were some acres of wood-
N la,xind that had been chopped over for fire wood a.nd
_ timber;- to be cleaned up. Logs a,nd bush had. to be
. collected into plles and burned On new farms this
was heavy work. Then the timber was cut down, and -
ruthlessly :given over to the fire. oggmg bees were R

‘of frequent occurrence, when the neighbours '_turned

_out with their oxen-and logging chains, and, amid the

ring of the axe and the shouting of drivers and men
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with their h'a.n\ds'pil;es, the great logs Wére rolled one

‘upon another into huge.heaps, and left for the fire
to eat then; out of the way. When the v‘vork was,
done, all hands ploeeedﬂd to the “house, grim’ “and .
black as a band of sweeps, where, with coplous use
of soap ‘and water, they brouo'ht themselves back to
their normal condition, and Went in- and did Justxee .
to the: supper prepared for them.

In August the wheat fields were ready for the reap-

- ers. This' .was the great crop of the yeér.‘ Other
“grain was’ grown, such as rye, oaté, peas, barley and-
corn, but principally for fee{iing. « Wheat was the far-
_mer’s main dependence,. his staff of life and his current

- coin. A good cradler would cut-about five acres a day
and an expert with a rake would follow and bind!- up

"~ what  he cut. There were men Who would literally
walk tthl]th the orram with a cradle, and then two ‘
men were requlred to follow. My father had 13\0 su-

jor in swintrinb the cradle, and when the golden

' m staod thick ancLstra.wht he gave two smart men °-

ali they could dokto take up wha,t he cut down Acra,m :

the younger fry came in for their share of the work,

mww&mwm

bhOCkS These, after standmg a s&ﬁxment time, ‘were’
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byought into thc baln and mowed away, and again the
girls often ‘gave a helpmrr hand both in the field and

© the barn. In all these tasks good work was expected.
My father was, as I have shid before, a pushing man, and
“thorough” in all he undertook. His mottoes with his *

men wei*e_s, “Follow me,” and “ Anything that, is worth

~ doing, is worth .doing well :” and this latter rule was .
- o o > . .

“always enforced. The ploﬁghcrs had' to throw their ..
- furrows neat and straight. When I crof to be a strong
lad, T could str 1Le a funow with, the old team BCTosS
~a field as straiglit as an auow, and T took prlde in" -
throwm<r my furrows in uniform prccxsmn ’ The mow-
ers had to shear the land close and smooth The
,‘ml\els_ threw thuu winrows stmwht and the nen
made, their ijy—cocks of a uniform 51j/,e, and ,placed
them at equal distances apart. So in the grain field,
" the stubble had to be‘;cut clean and even, the shea,veé’.‘
well bound and shocked in straight rows, with ten
sheaves to the shoek. ~ Tt 'wa.s/’i“;;.llly a pleasuge to in-
spect the fields when the work was done. Skill was ,
required to load ‘well, and also to mow away, the / ‘
. object being to cret the greatest. number of sheaves (t
-+ in the smallest space About the first of Beptember
: w~_~13he—erops~vvel"trm-tmdrﬁtfebams—vVere*ﬁﬁe&?m_d“ sunv‘*;\
rounaed 'with stacks of hay q,nd gra.m




/

. /FlFTY YEARS AGO.. -~ . 57

h f\iy father was-admitted to be the best farmer in the
q'diqstlict His farm was a model of good order and-
‘neatness. He was one of ]l;he first to devote attention
to the improvement of hlqa stock, and was always on.
v the look-out for ' lmproved implements or new, ideas,
- which, if Worbhy of attention, he was the" inst to
utilize. | - v E
%W\V’avs Somcthmo for a pushmn 'f'a,rmel to
do, and there are ' Tainy days through the sea-
son, when out-door Woa.k comes 10 tand ‘At such
tlmes-my father was almost always found in b’ Work—
shop, making pails or tub% for the house, or repair-
ing his tools or makmw new ones. A} other times
he would turn his attention to chess&w the flax he ~ha.d‘
stowed awa,y, a,nd getting it ready for spinning. The
hnen for bags, as well as for the house, was then all
"home-made. Tt could hard]y be  expected that with'

such facilities at hand my m(renmty would not develop

. One day I observed a pot of red paint on.the work-

-bench, and- it struck me that the tools would look .
- much. better if I gave them a coat of paint. “The .

thought avas hardly conceived before it was put into |

.
RN
<
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ther did not see 'the'thi.ng in the same lh;ht as I did.
He was very much disjpleased, 'and I was punished.
,Aftel thls I turned my a,ttt,ntlon to water-wheels,
wagg()ns boats ‘boxes, &u and in time nob to be quite
- an e\peLt with topls, and unxkl make almost any-
thing wut of wood. "We" chﬂfhen, .thhourrh we' hal.
toodrivc.cowq feed the calves, bring in wood and all
that, had our amusements, sunple and rustlc enou(rh ,
it is true; but ye enjoyed them and all- the,mme be-
cause our parents very often entered into our play. e~
Sunday Wa.s a day:of ‘enjoyment as well as rest.
There were but few places of public worship, and thm«,
vwele generally far apart. In In_OSt\places the school-
house or . barn served. the purpose. _ 'I-‘here were two

- meetlntr-houses—tlm was the term al qus used thcn for .

[ 'places of worship—a few m'les from ouf place‘“on Hd,)-

- ba.y . The Methodist 1neet1n<r-house was the first place .

built. for pubhc worship in- Uppel Canada, fmd was
‘used fotthat purpose until‘a few years ago. It now -
belongs to ’\h Platt, and is used as a stoxehouae * The
other aQuaker meetma-house bullt some years Ira,ter,

218 stﬂl sta.ndmb\It was used as a barrack by the B

'f\,jG)lengan'y regiment \in 1812, 4 pa%tzqf whwh remment

| was qua.rtered in f,he newhbourhood dmmnr that }ea.l
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The men left their bayonet-marks in the old :I')osts.‘
* On Sunday morning the horses were brought up and
put’ to the lumber waggon, the only “carriage known
then. The fa.mlly, all arrayed’in their Sunday clothes
_ arranged themselves in the spa.clous ve‘mcle and drove
”‘a.wa.y. "At that time, and for a good many years
after, whether in the school-house or meeting-house,
‘the men sat on one side and the women on the other,
in, a.ll places of worship. The sacred bond which had’
been ‘instituted by the Clea.tor Hlmself in the Garden
of Eden “ Therefore shall a man leave his father and
‘mother and cleave to hlS wife ; and. they shall be
~one flesh,” did not seem to harmomze with that ' cus-
tom, for yvhen they went up tQ\HlS house they sep-
arated at the door. It would have been thod&ht a very
‘improper thing, even for a married couple to takea
" seat side by side. 'Indeed I am inclined to thmk that’
" the good brothers and sisters would have put them
out of doors. - So deeplv rooted are the prejudices ni; ;
 'matters of religious behef\ That they are the most«
difficult to r_emove,‘the history of the past confirms
- through all ages. Th‘ig\\cusb'om prevailed for many

years after. When mee,tiﬁg was over it was customary

to go to some friend’sc to :dinher, ‘and make, as used

!

i . e,
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to be said,a visit, or, what wag' equally as pleasa,nt,
father or mother nvould ‘ask some old acquaintances
to come home with us. S/unda.y in all seasons, and
more pa.rtlculally in. the summer, was the grand vis--
iting day with old and younO‘ T'do nob state this
- out of any dmeqpect for the bdbbe.th’ I think-I vene-

rate it.as much as anyone but I am simply recording

- facts as they then exmted The people at that time, as

® a rule, were not rehmoqs but they were ‘moral, and N
" anxious for greater Lehfrlous (Ldvantcmes There were
1ot many plea,chelb and these had such extended fields
'of labour that their ‘appointments were irregular, and
often like angels’ visits, few and far between. They
could not i ignore their soctal instinets altoaether and
-this was the only day when the toil _and moil of work

" was put aside. They first Went to meetmrr when thele‘

was any, and devoted the rest of the day to fuendly in-

.tercourse and enJoyment People used to come to Metho-
dist meeting for mlles and partlcularly on qua,rtelly_
meeting day.- On one of these occasions, fourteen young

people who were ‘crossing the ba,y in a skiff, on their -

way to ‘the meetmo - were' upset near the shore and .~

mownecL bome years Iater the nnssmnmy meeting’

. possessed great attracblon, wheén ageputatlon composed-
) - q o
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of Eoérton Ryerson and Peter Jones, the la,t“f;r Qvii;h his
Indian cumosmes drew the people in such numbers
that half of them could not get into the }Vmse

There were a frood many Quakers, and fs my father’s '
- people belonfred to' that body we frequently went to
their meeting. ~ The broad brims on one sidey with the
, sér.)()p“’boﬁ s on the othex:, used to-excite my cuposxty,
but I did not like to sit still so long. Sométimé‘s not a
word would be said, and after an.hour.of profound
. silence, two of the- old men on one of . the upper seats
would Sh‘ll\e haml% ‘Then a rrenelal shaking of handq

ensued on both sides of the. house,” aml meet:mff was

' out. - )
. Many - remdérs wﬂl reeall rrentlc ('harles Lambs
thoughtful paper on “ A Ouakels Meeting.”* Several /
"of his reflections rise up 50 viv 1dly before me as I write.
thesc Tines that T cannot forbear quotmﬂ' thein. «What,”

. he ASkb, “is the stxllpus of the deqext, cdmpal ul w‘lhh '
this place ? wha.t the uncom: 'mmcatmfr muteness of
ﬁshes ——hcrc the gdddess veignsani rcvd% —* Boreas,

:a.nd Cesias, and Argestes’ loud do not thh their inter-

confounding uproars more augment thié br: awl—nor the

—paves of the-blown- Baltic-with-theirclubbed-sounds-

T - See If.’ss«yﬁ of Elia.




—than thexr opposz’JWSﬂe/npe her sa.cxjed self) is multi-
. plied and-rendered more intense by numbers, a.ﬁd by
sympathy.. She too hath her deeps, that ca. ‘
. deeps._ N egatlon 1tse1f hath a posttlvé more a.nd Iess ;
and closed eyes would seem toobscure the great obscu-

" rity of midnight. T e

- - ! B -r :
“ There are wounds which an imperfect solitude can-

not heal. By imperfect I mean that which a man en- -
joyeth by hlmself The perfect is that {whmh he can
sometlmes attaﬁn in crowds, but nowhere so absolutely
as 1n a Qua.kers Meetma —Those-first hermlts did cer-
tamly understand ,this principle, When they retired
‘into’ Etryptxan solitudes, not singly, but in shoals,
enjoy one another’s want of conversatlon The Car-
\ thusm.n is bound’to his brethre by this agreeing spmt
of mcommumcatlveness In secular occasions; what so
pleasant as to be readmcr a book throuhh a long Winter "
evenmg, with a fnend slttmor by—say a wife—he, or~ '
.ishe, t06 (1f that be proba.blﬂ;a.d—rng another, without
mterruptlon or ora.l commumcatlon ?—cdn there be no
sympathy WIbhoub the gabble of ‘words ?——-a.way with

this mhuman shy, smgle shade-and—cavern haunting:

: MmMM%wZWWa-
‘.tthIC soli‘tude :
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“To pace alone in the cloistel's, or side aisles of s

¢

, cathedra,l t1me stncken ;

Or under hanmng mountams,
Ur by the fall of fountains ;

is but a vulga.r lm d with that Whlch
those enjoy Who come toorether forrthe. purposeso

- complete, abstracted sohtude. This is the lonehness
‘tobs felt ’. The Abbey -Church of Westmmstcn hath
. nothmfr 50 solemn, S0 spmt—soothm(r as' the naked
walls and benches of a Quakera Meetm« Here are no

tombs, no inseriptions, = -

1

- —Sands, ignoble things, -
Dropt from the ruined sides of kings—

-

but here is 'somethinnr which thrdwsAntiquity hérself

guage of, old tht,——pnmltlve Dlséourser—to wlnch
the insolent decays of moulderm(r o'la.ndeur have
a,rnved by avxolent 3nd as we- may say, unnabural

g prowrcsswn “/ H J ‘ ,

- ce SRS
How reverend'is the view of these hushed héads,.
Lookmg tranquﬂhty !

.

“ Nothmg-plottmg, nought—éa

 synod ! convocation without intrigue ! parliament with-
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out debate‘ ‘what a lesson dost thou rea.d to councﬂ
and to conmstory —if my pen treat of you hcrhtly———as
haply it will Wander—)'et my spirit, ha,th O'ravely felb
_the w1sdom of your custom, when s1tt1n0' among you
in deepesb peace whlch some outwelhnor tears Would
rather conﬁrm than disturb, I ha.ve reverted to_the
- times of your bemnnmm and the SOWII}U‘s of the/seed
by ox and’Dewesbury —1 have w1tnessed that wh1ch
brought before: my eyes your- hepmc tranqu’llhty, 1n-
flexible to- the rud/e jests and semouS/wolences of the’

‘ntA SOldléI‘y, 1epubhean or roy ahbt sent to molest

you—f01 ye sate betwixt the fires of twd persecutlom '

the outcast and off- scou\‘x\ ing of Mnd E&tery

-—Thave seen the 1e(,lmrry%a ruflian, who)la,d wandered
- into your, receptacle witl: the av owed 1ntontlon of dlb-L. "
; turblnn' your quict, 'frq;@»the voryMsplrrt of the place
reccive, in’ a momerit a»now heart, and plesenbly sit
a.mo.n" ye aqda, lamb ‘umdst lambs And I remember
Penn before his accmels, hd TO\ in the bail-dock, -
where he §vas llftcd np in - spirit, as he tells @, and-
3 “ the _]udtre and.the jury bccm;le as dca,d men undel his”
féet”’ fooe i S - .
= »ur—e}d—iaﬁr}y—eaﬂiaree»—#he—l&mbeﬂw—womm

don U

re\uves ma.ny pleasant recollectlons Many long *ndea
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were ta.ken in. 1t both to mill and ma,rket :md some-
tlmes I have cmled myself up, and slept far into the

! mght in it whlle Waltmg for 'my grist to be ground'so
I could take 16 home. But it was not used by the
youno' folks as slelohs were 1q the wmtu It was a
sta.xd fa.mlly vehlclé not suited to mlrl;h or love mak- .

- mu Tt was too nelsy fdr that, and on a rough road,
no vely uncommon thmg then, one’ was shaken up 8o
thoroughly that there ‘was but dittle room left for,sen-
tlment In later times, hgh‘Fer and much more comfort-
able vehieles Were used The clliptic or, steel sprmo '
. did not come into use until about 1840. T remember
my\,grandfa.ther startm% off for NeW York; in one of

~ thas Wht one- horse wagg ns. I "do not know how_

prmmpa,lly in s mnﬁer on’ 101seback both' 14 men

and womén, T e horbe W’ also the youn peoﬁles’
only vehlcle a.t “this Reason |of" the yé\r Hhe Wi[']b
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and fifty riles, a feat the women of to-day would o
consider impossible. "

Thén, as now, the early fall was not the least pleas-

anit portion of the Canadlan year. Evéryone is familiar
with the’ strlkmo bea.uty of ‘our woods after the. frost
~‘begins, and the endless vg.nety of shade and colour that

. mingles with such pleasing effect in every landscape.

And;in those days, as well as now, the farmers’ attention ‘

was directed to preparation for the commcr winter.
His market staples then consisted: of whea.t or ﬂour
pork and pota.sh The other pxodqcts of his farm
such as coarse grain, Were used by himself. Butter
and eggs were almost valueless save on his own table. |
The skins of his sheep, calves and beef cattle which
were sla,ilghtéred for his own use, were sefn:b- 4o the
, tannefs, who 'd‘res‘,segi_ them on shé:_res, the ~remainder~
beilng brought home to be made up into boots, harness
and mittens. Wood, 'which afterwards came -into
demand for steam purposes, was worthless. Sawn
lumber was not wanted, except for home use, and the
shingles that covered the bulldmos were' split and .
'made by the farmer himself. ‘
\ If the men had’ loggmcr-bees and other beegto help

" them on with their work, the women, by way of com-
: i 7
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pensation, had bees of a more social and agreeable |, .

type. Among these were quilting i)ees, when the
women and girls of the neighbourhood assembled in
the afternoon, and turned out- those skilfully and
often - artistically made -rugs, so comfortable to lie
under during the cold ‘winterRights. * There ‘was often

a great deal oq\ sport at the close of o\né of these social
industrial gatherings. . When the men eame in from
the field to supper, some luckless wight was sure to
be caught, and tossed up and down in the quilt amid
. the laughter and shouts of the company. But, of all
the bees, the apple-bee wasfthe chief. In these old
and young joined. The boys around the neighbour-
hood, ‘with their home-made apple-machines, of all
shapes and designs, would come pouring in with their )

girls early in the eveﬁing.' The larg;e kitchen, with °
its ‘sanded floor, the split bottomed chairs ranged round
the room, the large tubs of apples, and in the centre
the clean ‘scrub'bgd pine table filled with wooden
- trays é,xid tallow‘-'candles‘in tin ;c-andles_tivcks,‘ ‘made an
. attractive picture which had for its setting the mother .
and gjirls,“aﬂ smiléé and good,hature, receiéinggﬁd
pleasing the company. Now. the work begins aﬁx;dst
A lal}ghtel‘/ afnd mirth}; the l;oys toss the peeled apples'

AR
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away from their machines in rapld numbers, gnd the

girls catch them, and with their knives q arter and
core them, while others string them with- needles. on -
long threads, and tie them so that they can be hung up
to dry As soon as the work is _done the room is -
cleared for supper, after which the old folks Tetire, and
the second and moat plea.smg part of the per formance
begms. These after-scenes were always entered mto
with a splrlt of fun and honest a.bandonment truly
refreshing. Where dancing was, not objected to a k.
rustic fiddler would be" ~spirited in by some of the
younasters as the sport becra;T\‘Ph\danee was not "
that laréguld sort of thing, toned dovx;n by modern K
refinemént to-a shdmg, easy motion round the room,
and which, for the lack of conversatlona.l accomphsb-
ments, i§ made to do duty for want of wit.  Fall of
life and vigour, they danced. for the real fun'of the
thing. The quick and i inspiriting strains of the music_
sent them Spinning round the. - Toom, and - amid the
rush: and ghlr] of the - ﬂymo feet came the sharp
voice of the fiddler as he flourished hxs bow : “Right
, and left—balance to your pardner—cxoes hands——

K swmg your pa_rdne;‘—_up and down the middle,” and

“s0".on through reel after. reel.  Some one of the boys

>
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4

would pexfonn a pas seul W;th more energy than i
NP

P,

grace; but it was all the same—-—-the dancing mastg

'~ had not been abroad ; the fiddler put\ life into their _ -
heels, and they -let them play. Frequently there

", 'was no musfcian to be had, when th’e difﬁculf;y
was$ overcome };y the‘ usical Vo‘ices of the girls,

" - assisted with combs” covered with paper, or the shrill |

notes of some expert at whistling.. It often happenéd
that the old people objected to .dancing, and then the
company ‘resorted to plays, of which there was a great
va,nety\* Buttogr\buM who'’s got the button

\‘*“Mea,sumnd Tape';”. “ Going to Rome » « Ladies Slip-
per;” all pretty much of the same character and
much appreciated by the boys, beca:u\sEa< they aﬁ’orded

>
=T

" a chance to kﬁs.the girls. - e N
. Some-of our plays bordei‘ed: \%ry/c/lc;ely on a. dance

- ¢ and when our m%*hna,tlons were checked, we approa,ched -
the margm of the forb1dden ground as nearly as poss1ble

Amonw these I remember one Whlch\ aﬁ'orded an

Y opportumty to swing around in a_ _merry way. A
chair was placed in the centre of the room, upon._ whlch
one of the 0‘11‘18(<O!‘ boys was sea,ted Then we’ }omed

~hands, and Went &a,ncm(r around singing’ the followmo o

elegagt refrain : — .

s




. COUNTRY LTFE IV CANABA.

"There was a youﬁﬂ womn sat down to’ sleep,_
Sat down to sleep, Sab down f,o sleep ; '

There was a young woman sat down to sl‘eep,
~ Heigh-ho (Hewh-ho ! Hewh ho !

There was a young man\t} keep her awake,
To keep her awake, to keep her awake ; 5
Thete was a young man to keep her awake,,
Heigh-ho ! - Heigh-ho-! Heigh-ho!
Tom Brown his name’ shé?lﬁ;ié, .

His name shail-be, his naripgé/ shall be ;,
Tom' Brown his name shall be,

‘Heigh-ho ! Heigh-ho! I

oF

“the - girl by the hand salute her/mth a leS, an
““then tafe “her sedt. Theq “the sona went -on a,tra
. WltllW&rldthDS to. suit ;, und thus ,thearustlc mazurk

plocee&ed until all had had a chance of tastmv the ros
hps S0 temptmg to y@:uthful ~swa1ns Ofteti ‘a ¢

wlnch she sometlmes eluded Wlm/a,lfy, much to t‘
chagrin of the clanmant ;




 CHAPTER III

\
PRO(‘RESS M&TLRIAL AND SOXCIAL—FONDNESS OF THE YOUNG

FOR DANCING— M‘AFISTFRTAL VNUPTIALS—THE CEIARIVARI—'-~

COON-HUNTING CATCHING A TARTA ‘WILD PIGEONS*THE

3 X,
OLD DUTCH HOUSES—DELIGHTS OF} 'R-AND WINTER CON: - =

TRASTED —STILLED VOICES.

S time wore on, and coﬁtaet with the outer world

~ became eaSL\ef and more frequent the refinements

rof advancing civilization found theu'way gradually into
) the country, and changed the amusements as well-as the
N lonc—establlshed habits of the people Anisolated, com-
o mumty like tha,t which stretched along the irontler of
sarBrovince, cut off ffom the older and more advanced
sta,O‘es of somety, or holdmfr but brief and 1rr’crula,1\

o commumcatmn with it,- cduld not be expected to keep

\\\f
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- slavessto the caprice of £a.s]non We were free sons
“and daurhtels of an upright, sturdy parentaue with
- pure’ and honest hearts throbbing under rough exteriors.
-The onls Who dxd not blush at -a hearty kiss from
our hps were as pure as the show They bécame orna-
/ments in hwher and brighter cwcles of society, ahd
_ mothers the savour of w(l{ose virtues and ma%élna.l

a.ﬁlctlon rise befme our memory fi]/(e a. perpetual

_]omedr sport-then with' as much eagerr st ;md f
dehrrht one could do. I learned to step oﬂ' hn the

mill, then double-shuﬂmg and closmg Wlth a profoun
bow to the splint broom in the ce?'ner These- ‘were the
kind of schools in Whlch‘vour accomphshmgrff; were || |
learned and whether dancmg be grlght or Wrong, it is
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certain the irielina,tion of the young to indulge in it is -

about as unlversal as the taint of sin. -
The young people then ds now, took it mto ‘their-
heads to gét married ; but pa.rsons were scarce and it

' dldTlot always suit, them to wait until one came along. -

- To remedy thls’ d1ﬁ?10ulty the Government authorized

n mafrlstrates to perform the ceremony for any couple

K

who re's1ded mote than elcrhteen mlles« from chiurch.
. There were ha.rdly any churches and therefore a good
. -many called upon the Justice to put a ﬁmshmg touch
o thelr happmess and curious looking pairs pI'es<eni;e(i/~—\<r§1
themselves to have the knot tied., Onemomlncra.robusb B
' young man and a pretty, blushmcr girl presented them- -
selves at my father’s door and were mv1ted in, /’_[}Héfr
were strangers, and it was Sometime before he could
find out what they . Wanted but after beating about
the bash, the young man he31tatxngly sa1d they wanted
.to O’eb ‘married. They were duly tled and, on lea.vulg, I
" was asked to JOlIl in theu' Weddmtj (Ehnner Though it
was to be some-distance a,lwa,y,g mo hted my horse and
. jioined"{:hem. Th 'djn‘uer;' was good, jand served. in .the,
plain fashion of the day. ,' After it rxie da.hcirr;g, to the-.-
music of a couple of ﬁddlers and w threa,ded through

reel after reel On wother_AM

3




occasion a Goodly company O‘athered at_ a newﬁbour&.:' -
house to assist at the nuptials of his dau«rhter ‘The -

‘ ceremony ‘had passed and-we were collected around the .
supper table the-old man had spread out his hands to

"ask a blessing, when bang, bar_l , went a lot of guns,

» accompanied by horns, whistles, tin pans and ahything
:a.nd everythmo* with which a noise cnuld be made. A
simultaneous shriek went up from the (rnls and for a
few moments the confusmn was as great inside as®out,

It wasa horrid din of dlscordant sounds. Conve1 sation

at the supper table was out of the questlon and as soon
 asit was over we Went out among the boys/who had
" conie "to chmnvan us. There were perhaps fifty of

) them, with blackened faces and ludicrous dresses, and

" . after the bride and bridegroom had shown the;ii's'_elvg

“and received their conaratulatibns they Went ;c‘heir I
way, and left us to en]oy ourselves in peace. It was
/a,fter this manner the young folks wedded. There was_.
but little attempt at, dlspla,y No costly trousseau, no
wedding tours. A- mrrht of enJovment with friends,
and the young couple set out at once on the praetlcal

- _]ourney ofdife.

One of our favourite sports in those days was coon

oo (short-name for raccodn) hunting. This lasted only
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during the time of green corn. The raccoon is particu-
Mo —

(/“ “Tlarly fond’ of corn before it hardens, and -if unmolested
will destroy a good deal in a “short “time. He always
' visits the. cornﬁéﬁ(ﬂ\miht so about nine o’clock we
would set off with our dogs, trained for the purpose,
- and with as. httle noise as%ogsﬂ)le make our way to
:the edge of the corn,‘ and then wait for him. If the
 field was not too ]ajrge he could .easily be heard break-
iho- down the ears, and then the do;vs were let loose.
They cautiously an'é{ -silently crept towards the unsus- .
pectm(r foe. Bui/ﬁhe sharp ears and keen scent- -of the" . A
i raccoon seldom let him fall mto the cluteh of, the/\ioo's )
' ‘Wlthout a scampem for hfe The _eoon was-almost al- : .
‘ ways near the woods, and thls gave-himr-a chance of - _ -
escape. As soon as a “yelp. Waé heard_from- moovs
~we knew the "fun had becrun -and pushing forward,in
* the direction of .the noise, we were pretty‘sure to find
our dogs b@ﬂied and Jumpmg and bark%ng around the
foot of a tree uE(Which Mr. Coon had ﬁéd, and whence
he was quietlyﬂl_ookiﬁg down on his pursuers from a
* limb or crutch, Our- movements now. were guided by
. circumstances. if the 't_l:ee was not too large, one of us -
would climb it and dlSlOdO'e the coon. In the other case

'wegenerally cut it doyvn .- The dogs were always on the
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'a.lert and the moment the ¢ coon touched the around they :
were on him. We used frequently to capture WO or .
three ina moht The skin was dyessed and made into
caps- or Tobes 1 fm theﬂeig‘h On two or-three of these
expedltlons, our doa&fauwht a Ta.rta.r by running
foul of a coom not- so easily disposed of—im the

- sha,pe of a _bear; and then we were_ both gIa,d to de-
" camp, as he was rather too bw a job to underta,ke in
- the night. Bruin was fond of young corn, 1, but he and
the wolves had ceased to be troublesome. The latter
occasionally made a raid on a flock of Slﬁep in the win-
ter, but they were watched pretty closely, and were™
trapped or shot. There was a govelnment bounty of -

| %4 for every wolf's head. Another, and much more
" innocet", sport, was nettmO* wild pweons after, the
Whea,t had been taken off. At that-time they used to
visit the stubbles in large flocks, Our mode of plo.-
cedure was to build a house of boughs under ‘Which"“tp
hide ourselves. - Then the ground was c&refuily cleaned
a,ng sprinkled with grain, at ,ohe side of which the net

. was set, and in the centre one stool pigeon, secured on
— _a perch was placed, attached to which was a long string- ‘
running into the house. When all was ready we re-
tired and wa.tched for the ﬁymg plgeons, a.ud when-
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T~ evera ﬂock came w1th1n a seeing chstance our stool‘
.pigeon” was_raised and then dropped. Th1s would
cause it to splead its wings and then flutter, which at-
tracted the flying birds, and after a circle or two they
would s swoop down and commence to feed. Then the
net Wais’ »sprﬁﬁg, and in a trice-we had scores of
pweons under-it. I do not remember to have seen this
tdfethod of capturing piggons practised smce If we
captured many we.took them home, put them where
they could not cret away, and took them out as.we
Wanted them -~ ‘\ Lo . '

- At the tlme of which I write Upper Canada had
been settled about forty-ﬁve years. A good many of o
.the first settlers had ended their la,bours and were‘
‘peacefully resting in the qulet grave-yard; but there -

were many left, and they were generally hale old peo-

4 pie, who wWere enjoying - in cé‘n{;entmeni; and peace the:
evening.of their :days: surrounded. by their children, "
Who were thenﬂn the1r prime, and their g rrrandchﬂdr n,. .
ruddy and vigorous plants shootmv up rapldly arouPd'
them, The years that had fled were eventful ones, not
only to themselves, but to the new country which they
had founded. «The little one had become a thsousa.pd,7

and a small one a strong natioﬁl._” ) The forest-had meﬁed
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aw{‘a;.}'r before the force of their industry, and orchards

with their russet‘fruit, and fields ofvﬂ?écbrn, glads "~

_—+dened their hearts and filled their cellars and B/arns ‘

with g,\bqnda,née. The old log house'which‘haﬁ been

their”shelter and their home foruxonanhy a year had

: d'isapﬁeaféd, or-was converted mto an’ out-house for

cattle, or a place for keeping’implements in during the

" winter; anid now the commodious and well-arranged -

“frame one had taken its place. Largé barns for their

iné?easinrr erops and warm sheds to protect the ca‘ttlé‘/

. had grown up out -of the “rude ‘hovels and stables.
Evelythmg a.round tham betoken’éﬂﬁ-gftq,and more

than an ordmary deglee of comfor t.. They had What_
must be pronounced to have been, for thetime, gobd :

- schools; where thelr children - could acqtire a tolerable-

T educaﬁmn. They also had places in which they could
\ ~ assemble and worship God. There ‘were merchants
" * from whom they could purchase such a,rtlcles a,s»they

~ required; and ‘there were markets for their produce

~ The chaﬁloves Wloucrht in these forty-ﬁve years.were’ -

: e
: Wonderful and ‘to o class of -persons could these ‘

chzaﬁces 'seem more ‘surprising than to t w
perta,mly no peoplé appreciated more fully the rich
ripe fruit of their toil. -Among the pleasantest pic-

[7/\
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tures I can reqali are the old homes in which my-
~ boyhood Was passed. I hardly ‘know in what style
of é,f'cliitecture th'e"y were built indeed; I think it "Z;
’ was_oniéd pecuhar to the people and ‘the age. They
were strong, substantial structures, “erected w1th an
eye t(y&% than show. They were known
afterwards as Dutch houses, usually one story high,
and built pretty much after the.same model; a
parallelogram, with a wing at one end, and\often to
both. _The rZ)bfs ‘were very ‘%teep, with a row of “dor- -
mer windows, and sometimes two rows looking out
of their broad sides, to olveMto the chambers and
-sleeping rooms ‘up-stairs:” The living rooms were .
' generally large, -with low celhnO‘s and well supphed
with cupboards which were always ﬁ]leg with-blankets
and clothing, dishes, and a multltudé of O'ood thmcrs
for the table. _The bed rooms were -always small and”
cramped but they were sure to, _contain a crood bed—
a bed. Whlch reqmred some mﬂenmty, perhaps, to get ]
" . into, owmo' to its height; but. when once in, the great:. ~
feather tlck ﬁtted kmdly to the w efary body, and the
blankets over you soon wooed your “atlention away fron

the narro»wness of\ the apartmenb. Ve_xm\ﬂ\l/e roof

projected over, givingan elliptic shape to one side, and

4
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-“the pro ectlon of aboub six feet formed & coVer of what
was en called - a long stoop, but which now-a,-days

would be known as a veranda. Thls was no a.ddltlon'

to -the lwhtmg of the rooms, for the Wmdows were

a.lways small i in size and few in ) number. The kxdchen
usually-had a double outside door—that i is a door cut'
cross-wise through the- middle, so that the loter part
“could be kept shut, and the upper left open if neceﬁxy\
I donot k%now what particular object thiere- ‘was in this, )
" unless to lgt the smoke out, _for chlmneys Were more
- apt to smoke then t}ran Dow; or, perhaps to keep the:
~Youngsters in and let in fresh air. Whatever the ob-
Jject was, this was the usual way the outsidé kitchen
door was made, with & wooden ‘latcb and leather strmcr
hanging oufmde to lift it, which was easily.pulled in,
and then the door was quite secure acraljnst intruders:
The barns and' out-houses were curiosities m after
* years: large build'ngs with no end “of tnmber and all

Lroof like a area/o box with an enormous candle ez':tm-

guisher seton it. But houses and Larns are gone, and
“modérn struétures ogeupy their p]aces as they s suc-

ceeded the rough log ones, and one can ouly see them
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Early days are always bright to life's voyager, and

Wha,tever his condition may have been at the out-
set, he is ever wont to look back with fondness to
the scenes of his youth I can recall days of toil
_;‘undel a burning sun, but they were cheerful days,
There was always “a. bright spot. in
the future to look forward to, which: inove-'d tble arm -
nd lightened the task. Youth is ‘buoyant and if its
~ feet run in the-way of obedience, lt W111 leave a sweet B
fragrance behlnd, Whlch will neVgr lose its ﬂa,vour. -
The days I worked in the harvest ﬁel&, or v\yhen I fol-
lowed the plough, ‘;vhistlino- a,nd singing through the

hours, are not the least happy recollecblonb of the past. >

" The melfy song of” hhe gnls mingling with the hum of ;-

the sgnmno—wheel as they tripped backward and for- .
ward to the cadence of thelr music, drawing oub mlleb'
of thread, reeling it on skeins which the weaver's
lpdln and shuttle was td turn into thick heavyk cloth ;
or old grandmother _treaﬂing away at her little whgael,.
making it buzz as she drew out the delicate fibres of
flax, and leb it run up the spnmle a fine and evenly
twisted threa,dlr ‘with whlch to sew our. garmento, or to
'makefour}memhdwmother—bﬁsy—a;s—a‘beeﬂhmkr g

of us all,and never wearying in hér endeaveurs toadd .
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to our. comfort—’—these,aré piéiﬁfes that ’st\and out, clear
" and distinct and are often reverted to with pleasure
" and delight. But though summer time in the country
s bright and beautiful with its broad mea,dows. waving
before the western wind like seas of green, and " the
. yellow corn, gleammcr 1n the field where the aun-burnt .
reapers are singing bhoucrh the flowers shed their
frag1ance and the breeze sighs softly through the
branches overhead in mgnotones, but slightly varied, .
yet sweet and soothing ; though the wood is made -
voéal withv the song of. birds, and all -nature is jocund -
and brmht——notwmhstandmg, all 'this, the winter,
strange as it may seern, was the time of our greatest‘
enjoyment. Wmfer, when “ Old Gray,_ ‘who used to
. scamper with me astride his bare back down the lane,
stood munéhing his fodder in the stall ; Vs;hen the cat-
tle, no longer lolling or’browsing in.the peaceful sh"z;.de,
" moved around the barn-yard’ with humped backs,
shaking their heads at the cold north wind ; when the
trees were stripped of their Iinia.ge, and the icicles
huﬁg in fantastic rows along the naked branches, glit--

_tering like jewels in the sunshine, or ‘rattling in the

_northern bl ast; when the ground was covered deep

with snow, ap.d the "wind “ driving o’er the fields,”’
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¢

whirled into huge- drifts, blocking up the doots and
paths and roa.ds “when - ‘

¢“ The whited air ’ )
. Hides hills and woods, the river a.nd the heaven,
And veils the farm-house at the garden s end ;”

when the frost silvered over the window-panes, or
crept through the cracks and holes and fringed them
with its delicate fret-work ; when the storm raged and

" howled without, and ’

:¢ Shook beams and rafters-as it passed 4 7. -

Within, happy faces were gathered around the blazing

logs in the old fire-place. . ,

¢ Shut in from all the world without,
We sat the clean- Winued hearth about,
Content to let the north wind roar, '
‘In bafiled rage at pane and door,
While the red logs before us beat
The frost line back with tropic heat.” hE

The supper has been cleared .away, and upon the

clean Whﬂéta\ﬁl‘:s pla,ced a large dish of apples and
a pitcher of cider. . On either end stands a tallow

eandle in a 'brié'ht brass candlestick, with an extin-

guisher a.ttached to each, a.nd the indispensable snuf-
fers and tray. Somet1mes the ﬁnoers are made use of _

in the place of the snuffers ; ; but it is not always satis-
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" factory to thé -snuﬁ'er, as he sometiglles burns himself, ~
and hastens to snap his ﬁn(;ers to get¥¥id of the burn- .
ing w1ck‘\0ne of ixe ca,zhles is appropuated by
father, who is quietly rea,dmor his paper; for we had
* mewspapers then, thopgh they would not'compare very

favourably Yvifh'\those'df to-day, a:nd we got them only

once a week. - Mother is darning socks.- - Grandmother,.
“iS'making the kmttxnvr needles ﬂx, as thouah all her .

ma,ndchlldren were st\ocklnfrless The 0‘1rls are sewmo*

and ma,klnfr merry Wxth the boys, and we ave- ‘deeply

engaged ‘with our lessons , or what is more hkely,

playmrr fox and gecse,

““ What matters how-the night-: i)'eha.ve‘d; a
What matter how the north-wind raved ;

Blow high, blow low) not all it snow '
Could quench our ruddy hearth-fire’s glow.

 Tx % %L % % x *

O time ‘and change? with hair as gray

As was my sire’ s that winter day,

How strange it seems, with so much gone
Of life and love, to still live on!

Ah brotherhl only I and thou

Are left of all the circle now— e
The. dear home faces whereupon 1

—The-fitful fire- ho}rlr*pzled and-shons,
Henceforth, listen as we will, =
The voices of -that hearth are still. ”
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CHAPTER 1V.
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THE EARL;\ ILERS IN UPFER CANADA—PROSPERITY, NATIONAL, '
.LAND INDIfj;UAL—THE OLD HOMES, WITHOUT AND WITHINJ—-
CANDLE- MAkING — SUPERSTITIONS AND OMENS—THE DEATH-
'WATCH—OLB ALMA.NACS—— EEES—THE ‘DIVINING ROD—THE U. E.
LOYAL]STS-—THEIR SUFFERIVGS LAND HEROISM——AN OLD AND A

’ .'NEW PRICE LIST-—PRIMITIVE HOROLOGES—A JAUNT IN ONE
OF THE CONVENTIONAL ¢« CARRIAGES ” oF OLDEN T]MES——THEI\

AND NOW-—A NOTE OF WARNING

HE settlement of Ontarlo known up to the time of

Coxﬁ“edgra.tmn as the Province of Upper_Can-
ada, or Ca,fa‘&a West, began in 1784 so that- at the

dabe I purpose 5 to make a brief survey of the condition

and progress of the country, it had been settled forty-
six years. During those years—no msw‘nlﬁlgant period
in a single life, but very small indeed in the history of a
countfy;-the advance in.national prosperity and in the
var10u&1tems that go to make life pleasant and happy
had been marvellous." ‘The muscular arm of the sturdy
\ploneer had hewn its way, into the prlmeva,l ,forest and
turned the glopmpwﬂdemes&mtoirultfulﬁeldq
‘ It is well knotvi that the ﬁrst settlers located a,lonrry
. the slwres of ‘the Rlver St LLremce the Bay of

;’3-
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Qulnté Lake Onta,rlo and Lake Eno and that, at the
ume of which I speak, this coastline of a few hundred
miles, extending back but a very short distance—a Ionm
narrow strlp cut from the serried edge of the botind-.

less’ Woods—compnsed the settlemenf of Canada West
as'it then existed. Persnstent hard work nad piaced -
the majority in c1rcumstances of more tha.n ordmary
“comfort. Good houses had taken the place of log
cabins, and substantlal (frame barns that of rude hovels
Hard fare and scanty ralment had given place to an
_ abundance of the ‘necessaries .of life, and no people,
perhaps ever ‘appreciated these blessings with more
smeer@ankfulneas or more hearty. contentment The
" farmer was a- stroncr bardy .man,. the ‘wife a ruddy,
cheerful body, careful' of the comforts of her house- .
hold. ' One table sufficed™ “f'or themselves and their
ser\ants or thed help. Meat was provided twice -
and. often thriev a day ;.it being more a ‘matter of
taste than economy as to the number of times it 'was’
served. Fruit was abundant, and every’ matron prided
herself upon preserving and putting away quantities

of it for home use. So that at thls time the world'

was movmo smootbly with the people An 1mmense .

track of w1lderness had been reclalmed and wavmb '
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' ﬁelds and fruitful orchards occup1ed its place It may
have seemed to them, and 1ndéed I think it did to many,
that the sum oft all they could expect or evén desire i 1n
thls World had been attained; Whlle Gg‘e who remelh )
ber those days ‘and look back: over “the chano'es of b

fifty years, wonder how they ma,natred to endure hfev
' .at all. ~ - ’ o v

 habit than necessxty, perhaps, contlnued to t01l in the
field, and the mother moved by the same cause, ancL
by her maternal- aﬁmety for the well- being of herfamllfy g
still spent many a lonO' hour at the loom 'f‘he son '
brought up to: ka\followed the ploufrh or did hzitt]ee
with the axe,’ makmg the Woods ring. with’ hlS rapld '
strokes / And as. he I‘\,boured he plctured to hlmself '
the buﬂdmg of-a nest in the unbroken forest behlnd\ '
the homestead, ‘wherein thé girl of his choice ﬁcrured
as the central charm. The daughter who toiled through. .
lthe long summer’s day to the monotonous hum of the'
spinning, wheel drawmv out and thStlllO‘ ‘the threa.ds
that should enter 1nto the make -up of her wedding

outfit, was contented and ha'ppv The time ‘and cir-

cumstances in which they/"\yere placed presented noth-
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ing better and i in their estimation the world had little
- more to offer than they ‘already possessed :
. - It is more than probable that if we, with our modern / y
- " hotions and habits, could to-day be carried baek into a |
. Elmllar condition of life, we would feel that eur hne;/ .
had fallen in anythmo but p’leasant places. The ﬁ’{——/’—"“
. years, Wi\th their changes and “anxieties, like the conT
X ‘stant dripping of water on stone, have worn off the
~\/ 4rou0h edges- that wounded and worried during their
procrress, and only the Sunny spots, burred in the
' p]a,stlc memory of younger days, remain.

The old homes, as T remember them in those days;-

were - thought, p.Lla,tlal in their proportxons and- con-

veniences, and so-they were as compared with the old
log houses. The latter often still’ rema,lned as relics
of Gther days, but they had been..converted  into the
“base use of a cow stable, or 2 shelter for Wao'gon

farm 1mplements during the winter. .

s'and

Their successors
" were, with very few exceptxons woqden structures, -

" clap-boarded, and painted erther yellow or red. The
* majority, however; never recexved any touching up from
the painter’s brush, and as, the years rolled on became
rusty and gray 1rom the beating of Wm'héi*s storms and

o g% /‘e heat of summer’s sun. The interior rarely dlsplayed
N - :

1

-
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‘any sklll in arrangement or design. The. living rooms
were genera.l]y of oroodiy size, with low ceilings, but the-
_sleeping rooms were mvarla,bly small, with barely room

‘enough for a large high- posted bedstead, and -a space

to undress in. The exterior was void of any arehi- ..

tectural embellishment, with a steep roof pierced by

dormer windows. The kitchen, which: always seemed - .-

to me likhe an after-thought, was a much lower _pé,rt of
the structure, welded on one end or -the other of the
main body of the house, and usually had a roof pro-

3 je_c\ting some distdance over one side, forming “the .
>stoop.” In very many ca‘s"es,i‘ fhe entrance to- the
,spacio{ls cellar, where " the roots, z}pples, cider, and

~ other needs of the household were kept, was from this
through a trap door, so that in summer or winter the
good wife had actually to go out of doors when’ any-
thing was » ired“f01‘\the table, and that was very
50f£én. It really seemed as though the old saying of
“ the longest way round is the shortest way home”
‘entered not oniy into the la,yiﬁg out of highways, but
into all the domestic arrangements. Economy of time

~and space, convenience, or anything to facilitate or

" Tighten laBour, does . not appear to have occupled the

thoughts.of “the. people ‘Work was the normal con-
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dltlon of their bemg, and, as we see it now, everything
" seems to have been so arrar:%d as to preclude the
poss1b1hty of any idle moments. At the end of the
kitchen was invariai)ly a large fire- pIace with its wide,
ga,pmo mouth an irou crane, w1th a row of pothooks of
various lengths from which 5 suspend the pots over the R
ﬁre and on the hearth a strong paxr of andirons, ﬂa,nked
by abubstg,ntlal pair of tongs and a shovel. Durlncr
the wmter when the la,rcre baek-log, often as much as
two men could handle, was brought.in and fixed in its
place, and a good forestick put on the andirons, with
Well-splif ma.ple: piled upon it and set ablaze withedry
- pine and chips, the old ﬁre-place became aglow

4 with cheerful fire; and dispensed its heat through the

/ room, But in extremely cold weather it sometnnes

happened that while one side was being roa.sted the
" other was pmched with cold -At one su:le of the ﬁre—
- place there was ‘usually a la.ro'e oven which, when-
- reqmred, was heated Dby burning dry 'WOOd in it, and
- then: the) dough was put into tin pans and pushed in to
be ‘baked. Sometimes. the ovens were burlt,on frames
in the yard and then in wind or storm the ’bakmg had

" to be carried out doors and in. Every kltchen had

one\,cor more spacious cu_pboa,rds ; whateve_r“need there—~ .




*

was for other conveniences, thés’é‘we always provided, .. -
and were well filled. The otler rooms of the hoﬁse '
were genera,lly warmed by la,r% box s,y)ves The spare
. bedroonis were. 1nvar1ably cold and on a severe night it
was like undressmg out of doors.a,nd' Jjumping into a
-snowbank. ‘I have many a time shivered for half an
“hour before my body could generate heat ‘eliough“ f,o
make me comfortable The furniture made no pre-
tensions£6_ artistic des1gn or elegance. It was plain
and strong, and bore unmistakable evidence of having
'%gmated either at-the carpenter’s bench or at the
“hands of some member of the family, in odd sp?lls of
leisure on rainy days. ~Necessity i is axiomatica,lly said

to be the mother of invention, and as there were no

* furniture makers with any artistic skill or taste in the

country, and as the 1nchna,t10n of the people ran more in

the direction of the ﬁsgfﬁl than the ornamental, most of

the domestic needs were of home rrganufacture. I have -
a clear recollectimi'é;e pine tables, with their strong

“square legs tapering to the floor, and of how carefully
 they were scrubbed: Table covers were seldom used,

~and only when j:here was comga,ny, and then the cherry

table with 1ts folding leaves was brought out, and the
pure white linen cloth, most likely Wduction, of




N

. '/*‘,\

’COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA -

the good wife’s own hands, was CW up(;lﬂ
it. Then came the crockery/_W a}yex{er forget the
blue- edged plates, cups. and saucm%d othe;;_ dlehes
whereon - 1ndwo storks and mandarms or_something
approachma a reprqsentatlon of thgm, ghded airily over
sky-blue hills in their pious’ way from one mdl«ro i
_ Pbagoda to another. _ These things] T have no doubt

~ would be- ‘rare prlzes to C‘emmlc lqjvers of the present

) day. The cutlery and sﬂver conmsted mostly of bone-
handled knives and iron forks; and iron and pewter
spoons. On looking over an old i Inyentory‘of my gra,nd: § .
fa,th‘e\_'s personal effects not long since, 1" came upon -
these - ‘items : “two pair of spoon moulds,” and I o
remembered meltmo pewter and makmo _spoons with
thesemoulds.whenl ‘wasvery youna (“ookma was done :\,
in the'oven, and .over the kitchen fire, and the utensils' -
were .a dmner“pot teakettle, frymg pan and skillet
AThele were no cooking stoves. The only washing
_'ma,chmes _Wwere ‘the ordmary wash' tubs, soft soap, and
the brawny arms and hands of the girls; and the only
‘wringers ‘were the strong wrists and firm grip that could -
give a v1g010us twist to Wha,t passed through the hands,

" Water . - was drawn from the Wells with -a bucket .

fa.stened toa lonor slender pole attached to a sweep sus-
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pended to a crotch. Buttel as has already been mtl-?
mated svas made in uprwht churns, and many an hour
. have I stood, with mother’s apron pinned around me to -
keep my clothes from getting spa;t.tered poundmg at
the stubborn cream, When every minute seemed an hour |
thmkmg the butter Would never comé. . When e’vemng
se? in, we were wont to dla.w around the cheex;ﬁul fire
on the hearth, ‘or pelhaps up to the kitchen ta,ble Tand,
read a,nd ‘work by the_diny hrrht of « ta,llow dlps
placed in tin candlestlcks or -on extra 0ccas1ons m
brass or -silver ‘ones, ~with therr snuﬁ'els trays and
extingunishers. . N ow, we sit bv~the br 1lhant light of the
—"coal il lamp or of gas. Then coal oil was m the far-
off future, a,nd there was not'a gas Jet in Canad&, 1f
. indeed in America. The- making of ta,]low candles X
“before moulds were used, was a slow and tiresome task.
' "Small sticks were used' about two feet long, upon each
of which six cotton ‘wicks, made for the purpose were A
placed about two inches apart, each. wick being from ‘\ o
ten to twelve 1nches ]ono- "A ]arge ketble was next/ s
- partly filled with hot Water upon which melted talloW o
was poured Then, two sticks were ta,lgen in the rlght )
N ~—ha,nd,-and43he—wyek—s}ewly—drpped—umnddqng’;wm ugh

~ the-melted tallow. This process was continued until
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put away. It required considerable pré,ctiéal experience -

to make a smooth candle which would burn evenly ;

There were no fsewingﬂﬁ?/knitti*ng machines, save the

deft hands that plied “the needle, - Carpets were

~seldom seen, The floors of the Spare rooms, ag they were ﬂ

calléd, were painted almost, invariably with yellow ochre ,

b
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taken the bark in long ;Er'ips from the elm trees to re--
seat the di@gidated chairs, ; » A
If the labour-saving ‘appliances were so scanty in-
doors, the)\r were not more numerous outside. - The
farmer’s implements were rude and rough. The wooden
plough, évit'h its wrought-iron share, had not disap-
peared, but ploughs 'with cast-iron mould boards, land-
sides a,nd shares were rapidly commg into use. These
" had ha,rd-wood beams, and a short single handle with _
which to O’ulde them. They were clumsy, awkward
* things to work Wlbh,.a,s.I remembér full well, and
though an improvement, it was impossible t 'ni.ce
work with them. Irideed that part of the question
did not receive much con31dera,t10n ‘the -principal ob-
Ject being to get the ground tumed over. They were
- called i)atent ploughs. Drags were either tree tops-or
square wooden frames with iron teeth. The scythe for' "
" hay and the eradle for graln with—strong backs and -
’ emuscular arms to swing them were the only mowers
.-and rea,pere known,, The ‘hand ra.ke had not. been
superseded by the horse rake nor the hoe by. the cul- -
tivator; a.nd all th;t}'mrh the wmter, the regular thump,

‘ ~of”the*ﬁa,ds on the barn figor could-be heard or
. the tra.mplmh g out of the grain by.the horses’ feet. The i
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rattle of the fanning mill an\nounced the ﬁnlshmg of

_ the task. Threshlno' machlnes and cleaners were yet
o come.- o
It will be seen from what I have said that both in
' the house and out of it work was a stern and exa.ctind
master, whose demands Wel;e”mcessant satlsﬁed only
by the utmost dlhdence It was simply by this that
~ SO much was accomphshed It is true there were
other i mcenﬁarves that gave force to the wills and nerves
to the ar; ms which enabled our forefathers to overcome
th_e numbelless arduous tasks that demanded a.ttentlon
daily throughout the year. = All the inventions that
have accumulated so rapidly f01 the Ia,st twenty years
‘or miore, to lighten the bu1den and' \famhtate the ac-.
comphshment of labour and production, as well as to
promote the comtort of all classes, were unknown ﬁfty ’
| years ago.’ Tndeed manv of the things that see:: SV
", simple and uninteresting to us now;as I shall have oc- .
casion to show further on, were then hidden i’ ifhe‘ o
future. .Take for éxample the very common and indis-
pensable altmf]e the lucifer ‘match, to the absence of
which ~iusion has a.hea,dy been made. Its simple

methﬁd of producing fire had never entered the imagi-

nation of our most gifted sires. The only way known
1 ! “
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to them was the primitive one of rubbing two stieks to-
gether and producing. fire by friction—a somewhat
tedious process—or with a flint, a heavy jack-knife,-
and a bit of punk, a fungoué growth, the best of wllxich\
for this purpose is obtained from the beech. g Gun flints
were most generally used. One of theselwas placed
on a bif of dry punk, and held firmly in the left hand,
while the back rof the closed blade of the knife thus
‘brought into contact with the flint by a quick downward
stroke of the right hand pl‘oduc:ci\ a shower of sparks,
some of which, falling on the punk would icrnite and
thus a fire was produced.. Inthe winter, if the ﬁle went
out there were, as T have already stated but two a,ltex na-
tives—either the flint and steel, or a run to a neigh-
bour's house for live coals. R
. There were many superstmlous notxorts cuuent among |
the people in those days. Many an omen both for good
~- and ‘e\}il was sincelely believed in, which even y(,t in
quiet pla,ees ﬁn:ls a lodo'ement where the schooln aster
has not been much abroad But tlie half centur) tha,h
has passe =d away ha,a seen the laab of m&/y a foohsh
notion. A“belief m omens was not confined to “the i

poof_a 1mm have been known to

tremble at seeing a Wm(hn*-s aech in- a candle and
G .

e
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- learned men to E'atheréh;i;' ]\ittle ones around the}/{
fearing that one would be,sﬂa,tched awav, because a -
dog outblde took a fancy to howl at the moon. And
w}ro has not heard the remark when a sudden shiver -
came over one; that an enemy was then walking over
the spot Whlch would be his grave 7 Or who has not”
“.noticed the alarm occasioned by the death watch—the’
noise, 1eaembhnr the  ticking of a. Watch made by a
harmless little insect in the wall—or the saym(r that if
thirteen sit down to table, one is sure to die Wlfhm a .
yéar? Somebody has said there is one case when he
believed this omen to be true, and that is ' when thir-
teen sit down to. d1nner and there is only enough for.
twelve. There was no end to bad omens. It was bad
luck to see the new moon for the first time. over the
left ghoulder but if seen over the right it was the
reverse. It is well known that the moon has been
* supposcd to exercise considerable influence -over our
planet, among the chief of which are the tides, and
it was believed also to have a great deal to do
with much s$maller matters, There are few who- ‘have
not seen on the first page of an ‘almanac the curious

picture representing a nude man with exposed bowels,
and surrounded with the zodiacal signs. This was al-
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ways found in ‘the old almanacs and indeed they would
be altocrether unsaleable without 1t ar_fd the weather _
forecasb How often have I seen the almanac consulted
as to Whether it was going to be fair or st‘,ormy, cold\_

rhvot how oftén seen the mother studying the pie-
‘tures when she wished to wean her babe It she found
the chanﬂe of the moon occurred when the sign was in
Aries or Gemml or Taurus, all of whieh were supposed

to exercise a baneful influence on any part of the bod y

~ - above the hea,lb she would defer the matter untll a

chan(re came when the sign would be in Vir 'go or Li-
bra, considering it extremely dangerous to undeltakes
the opelatlon in the former- case. The'wife was not
alone in this, for the husband Walted fox a certain time
m the moon to sow his pea,s—that is, if’ he WlShed to
ensure a good crop. He also thought 1t unlucky to kill
hogs in the Wane of the moon, becau\e the pork Would
shrm._ and waste 1%the boiling.” ¢ The hndJ.nov of an old
hor: seshoe was a sure sign of good luck and it was quite
common to see one nailed up over, the door.” It is

said that the la,te Horace Greeley . alwayskephu&&sty

one over the door of hig sanctum To begin anything
on Friday was sure to end badly. I had an esteemed:
friend, the late sheriff of the county of - , who
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faithfully believed this, and adhered to it up to the
time 6f his death. May was coneidered an unlucky
month to marry in, and When ‘1 was thmkmo of this _
matter'a number of years later and wished the évent
to occur during the month, my wish was, ‘objected to
-on this ground, and the ceremony deferred until June
In consequence .
It is s\md that the honey bee came to Amenca W1th,
the Pllonm Fathers. Whethel this be so or not I am
unprepare to say. If it be true, then there were
loyalists a ong them, for they found their way to '
Canada with the U. Es;and contributed very consid-
erably to the enjoyment-_of the table. ' Short-cake and
honey wére thirm's‘ not to be des]oised in those days, I
remember There was a curious custom that prévailed ’
of blowing horns and pounding tin pans to keep the
bees from gomw away when swarming. The’ custom'
is an Old Country one, I fancy. The reader lel
1emember that Dickens, m “ Little Donlt makes
_ Eerdinand‘ Barnacle say: .“You 1ea11y have no idea

. how the human bees Will swarm to-the beating of any

old tin kettle:”
Another peculjar notion prevailed Wlth gespect to ’

discovering the proper place to dig wells. There were




R

-
FIETY YEARS AGO..

o

oerta,ln persons, I do not ‘remember what they were

called whether water doctors or Water witches, who
professed to be able with the aid of a small ha7el
crotched tw1 which was held firmly in both ha,nds
with the erotch 1nverted to tell where a well should
be sunk with a certainty of ﬁndmg water. The pro-
cess was simply to walk a‘,boﬁt with the twig thus held,
and when the right place was reached, the forked twig
would turn downwards, however firmly held; and on
the strength of this, digging would be ‘commenced in’ .
the ‘phlace indicated. . A curious feature about this was
that there were but very few in whose hands the ex-
perlment would work, and hence the  water discoverer
“wasa person of some repute I never myself Wltnessed
the ‘performance, but it was of common occurence *

. The people of to- day will no doubt smile at these
rem}mscences of a past age, and think htrhtly of the .

*The reader will rerpember the occult operations of Dousterswivel in
.the seventeenth chn,ptez;ﬂ«)f Scott’s Antiquary. -*In .truth the Germa.n
was now got to a little copse-thicket at some distance from the ruins,
where he affected busily to search for such a wand as should suit the

purpose of his mystery ; and- after cutting off a small twig of hazel ter-

mina,tino' in a fo:ked end which he pronounced to possess the virtue

forked ends of the wand each between the finger and the thunb, and
thus keeping the rod upright, he proceeded to pace the ruined aisles,”.

"&e. So'it will be seen that we had Canadian,successors of Douster-

swivel in my time, but we had no Oldbucks, .- . t

. ! ¥
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life surroundlncrs of these early ploneels of the Pro- -

~ vince. But it must not ge forgotten that their condi-

tion of life was that of the first reimove fro_m the bush

and the log cabin. There was abundance, without -
Juxury, and it was so widely different from the struggle
of earlier years that the people were cohtented and

rhappy "“No people on earth,” says Mr. Talbot in

1823,.«live better than the Canadla,ns,%o far as eating
and drinking Justlfy the use.of thé expression, for they

may be truly said to fare sumptuously every da.y /

Their breakfast not unfrequently consists of twelve

fourteen different 1ncrred1entq,\wh1eh are of the' most

- ,hetef‘oo geneous nature. Green tea and fried pork honey-

comb and salted sa,lmon pound cake and pickled .

cucumbers stewed chickens and - apple tarts, maple

molasses and pease- puddm gmderbread and sour--
crout, are to be found af almost évely table. The -

- dinner differs not at all from the breakfasi;, and .the .

afternoon repa,st which they term ,supper is' equally

substantla, - -

The condltlon of the Province i in 1630 could-not be

otherwise than pre- emmently satlsfa,ctory to ity/in-

hablta,nts That a people who had been driven/ from NI

their bomes in most cases destitute of the/common

-

~
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. needs of ordinary life, should have come into a vast
: wilderness, and, in the course of forty-six years, have

founded a country, and placed themselves in circum-

stances of- comfort and’ 1ndependence seems to:me to
be one of the. marvels of tho eentury.  The struggles
and trials of the, first settlers must ever be a subject of
deepest interest to every true Canadian, and, as an

1llustrat10n of the power of ﬁxed principles upon the

a,ctlon of men, there are few thmors m the world’s’

history that surpass it. It must be’ remembex ed that

many, nay most, of the families who came heze\had :
‘. prior to and durmcr the Revolutionary war, been men "
A of means and position:  All these advantages they

- were forced to abandon. They came into this country

with empty hands, accepted the liberality of the British
Governmen’c‘for two years, and went to work Provi-

dence sm1led upon their toils, and im the year of which

I speak they had grown mto a prosperous and happy .
_people. ’
The social aspect of thmtrs had changed but httlp :

The ha,bzts and customs of ea,rly days still remained.

_ The pos1t10n of the mha,blfants was ~one of _exigency

‘The absorbing des1re to succeed kept them at home.

They knew but httle of What Wwas passing in the
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‘world out51de and as a’ genera,l thlng they cared less.

- Thejr chief interest w as centled in the common wel-
fare, and each contubute'd' ]11.5 or her share of intel-
)_lwencc and Lawacwty to furthez any | plans,iohat were
.calculated to promote the oreneral good., Every day
' ca]led for some new expedlent in ‘which the c0mfort or
advantawe of the whole~Was concerned for there were
" no posmons qa,ve those accorded to worth and intellect.
“The suﬂ"ennws or misfortunes of a. newhbour as well
as his en_)oyments were paytlclpated in by all. Know-
ledge and' ablhty were respectfully looked up to; yet
those who possessed these seemed hardly conscious of
, then gifts.. The frequent oecasmns ‘which called for
the exercise of ., the mmd sharpened ‘sagacity; and gave
strenath to character Avarice a.nd vamty were con-
fined to narrow limits. Of moncy there, was little.
Dxese. was coarse and plain, and was not subject to
the whlms or caprlces of fashlon The 01rls from the
examples set them/by their mothers Were mdustrlous” :
and consbantly employed. Pride of birth was unknown,
and the aﬁ"ectlons Mourished fair and vigorously, un- -
checked by the thorns and brambles _with which our_

minds are cursed in the advanced stage of reﬁnement

of the present day.
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The secret of their success, if there was any. see;'et :

" in it, was the économy, indus'fry and moderate wants
" of every member lo\household The clothing and
living were the outcome of>the farm. Most of the
ordinary implements and require?ﬁexﬁ?& for both wWere
prdcmed at home. The newhbourmo blacksmith
made t‘he _axes, loe‘fﬂnv—cha,ms and tools. He ironed
th& waggons and slewbs and received his pay from
the-‘cellar and barn. Almost every farmer had his
work-bench and nérponter’s tools, which he could han-
dle {o-advantage, as “well as a shoemaker's bench ; and
“during the 1 long evemnos of the fall and Wmtel would

- devote some of his time ‘to mending boots or repairing
harness. Sometnnes the old loor—house was ‘turied into
:} blacksmlth shop. This was the case with the first

-home of my grandfather,and his seven sons could turn

* their hands to ‘any trade, and do. pretty good work. |

If the men’s clothé? were not made by a member of
--the household, they were made in the-house by a.sew-
ing girl, or a roving tailor, and the boots and shoes

were made by cobblers of. the same itinerant stripe.-

Many—of thﬁpm&uctiogroﬁh&farﬁfwmleable :

owing to the want of large towns fora market. Trade,

such as then existed, was carried on mostiy by a system‘

4
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" of barter. The refase apples from the orch‘ud were

turned info cider and vinegar for the table. The sking
of the cattle calves and sheep that were slauwhtered
fo1 the wants of the fﬁt}mly, were- taken to the tan-
ners, ‘who . dressed them and returned half of cach
hide. The currercy of the (lay was flour, p01l\ and
potash. The first two were in demand for the lum’
bermens shantics, and the last went to Montreal for
e‘(pmt The ashes from the house and the log heap%
were either leached at liome, and the lye.builed down
in" the large potash kettles—of which almost every
ted into potash,
or became a perqumte of the wife, and werecarried
to the ashery, Wher(, they were e\chanogd for crockery
or somcthmo for the house. Wood, save the large
oak and pine timber, was valueless, ‘and was cut doyvn
“and L buined to get it out of the way. -
N am\}abled to give a list of prices’ current at that
. time of a number of *things, from a do,mestlc account-
‘bdok, and an auction sale of my grandfather’s pelsonal
state after his death in 1329. The term in use for an

@uctlon then was Vendue. , :

: . i 1830. 1880.
A" good horse ... eeveenen ..‘..;.....$8000 $120.00
o ;7500 100 00
16 00~ 30 00
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. SR R " 1830,  1880.
. : ! 200 %500
. T4 A 200 500
h I-fa,y,pertom. R 7.00 12 00, ,
. Pork, per] bbbl T eagn 1500 ~712000 ,
, , Flour per cwt..q..‘..;..._........Z...i ......... 3 00 300 .
. T % Beef \ e s e D350 600
_Mautton [ e SOUT 300, . 600-
Turkeys/, ea,ch ...... feestr it e e eeen ‘ 150
_ < Ducks;” erpmr...._ U 100
- ; Geese, each /— . 80 - .
Chickens, per _Ball‘ ......... AT ) 40
Wheat, per hushel ................ T 1 00 1/08
L. ’ -~ Rye w0 S ST )88
. Barley v . i 750 100 -
Peas T . L.'. .......... e e A. 40 707
. 0atS 0 o eeeiiieeeiei e, 3T 36~
/ Potatoes i iee..in.. FURIRR SR 40 35
~ Apples-/ / " “ ......... e .50 50
- Butter, per pound . e 14 25
Cheése " R N 17
Lard- T b ‘12
-, S p Eggs, per dozell ......c..... .. .o 10 25
: Wood, per cord .................... . i 00, 500
Calf skins, each . ..oo.uvne cvenei s i L F160
e £ . Sheep skins, each .... 100
' . : West India mola,sses“ e 80 50«
5 Tea;per pound e e eens 80 6O
TobacCo ...vvuer'inn e lin i i 25 50 7
° Hohey PPN T L 10 25
. Oysters, Per quart.......................... 80. 40
Men’s strong boots, per pair ................5. 3 00 .
. -y Port‘/wine, pergallon....................... - 80 275
. St Brandy " e e e 150, 400
. I Rum n " g .ﬁ. 100 300
N . Whisky " eesidonnnil ‘40 1.40° "
e B . Grey cotton, per ya.rd ........... O £ 10
_g S . Calico i " Ceeree et e e, ?O 12. v
’;3'_‘ * Nails, per pound .... PR TR TLTPTER 14 4
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k.

Vegetables were unsaleable, and SO were many other

things fot which the farmer now finds a'ready market.
The wages paid to a man W:é;'e from eight to ten dollars,

and a girl from two to th,ree dollars, per month. F or ~

a. days ka e‘ccept in harvest time, from ﬁfty to .

seventy-five ¢ents was the ordinary rate. Money was
reckoned by £. s. d, Halifax currency, to dlstmgunh it
from the pound stelhnor The former was equal to -
$4.00, and the latter, as now, to $4. 87 _

Clocks were not common. It is tlue in most f the
~ better class of old homes a etately old time-piece, whose-

face nearly -reached the ceiling, stood” in. the hall or

'31ttmcr-100m and n}easmed off the hours with-slow and .

steady beat. But the most common tlme plece’%vas a
line cut i Jjn the floor, and. when the sun tou&ﬁ@ hls
meridian height his’ 1ays were cast along thls mark
through .a erack in the door; and thus the hou1 of
noon was made known. A fow years later the irre-
pre "ble Yankee invaded the country with his wooden
clouks, and supphed the want, My father bought one
which 1s still in eXistence (though I think it has got
past keeplncr time), and paid ten pounds for it ; a bet-

tel one can be had now for ag many sh«tlhng;s.

&




FIFTY YEARS AGO. . 109

The. kitchen door, which, as I have already men-

. tioned, was very often divided in the middle, so that
the upper part could be opened and the iower half
kept ciqsed, was the géneral entrance to the house,

®and was usually provided with a wooden latch, which

" was lifted from the outside by a leather string put

through the dodjr. At night, when the 'fémily retired,-

the string was pulled in and the door was fastened

\ against: an"y one from the outside. From this origin-

ated the saying that a friend would always find the

. string on the latch. -

Carriages were not kept, for the simple reason tha,t

« the farmer seldom had occasion to use them. He rar ely ‘

cht from home, and wlien he did -he mounted his

hovse or drove in his lumbel wacmou to market or to-
meetmo He usually had one or two waggon- Chdll‘b,. ‘
as they were called, Whlch would hold two persons very

comfoxta,blv These were put in the waooon and a

buffalo skin thrown over them, an_d then the vehiele

was. equipped for f:he Sunday'dlive There was a

- flight waggon kept for the old people to diive about in,

the box of which rested on the axles. . Fhe seat, how-

" ever, was secured to wooden springs, which. made it

somewhat more comfortable to ridein. A specimen of
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Jbhis kind of éarriage was shown by the Yoik Pioneers

at the Industrial Exhibition in this city. Thave a clear
recollection of the most common.carriage kei).f‘in those
days, and of .my’ first ride in one. T was so delighted
that I have ‘never forgotten it. Oné,'Saturday after-
noon, my father and mother deitermined to visit Grand- -
father C— some six n'ﬁles distant.  We were made
' ready—Jtha,t Is to say, my sister and self—and the
“yoke” was put to. Our carriage had but two wheels,
the sfost fasl;idnable mode then, and no steel springs ; - .
neither was the body“ hung upon straps. - Théi:{{é‘ was
1no cover to the seat, ’w;hiph was unique in i_ts way,‘aild ’

‘original in its get-upﬁ\N either was there a ‘ivell-pa'dded

cushion to sit on, or a back to recline: against. - [t wags L

nothing more or less than a limber board placed across -
‘from one side of the hox ‘to the other. My fathertook
his seat.on the right, the aace'in\'ai'iably accorded to
the driver—we did :nof, keep a éoa},chman then_—m&
- other and sister, the lutter being an-infant, sat on
the-0pposite side, while T wag wedged in the middle
to keep me. from tumbling out. 'My father held in his
hand a long slender whip (commonly called a « @:d )

of blue beech, with which he touched the off-side

énimaﬂ;andxaidj‘rﬂﬁﬂfék, gee-long” The “yoke »
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‘

obeyed and blotmht us safely to our journey’s end in )
the course of time. Many and many a pleasant ride
have I had since in far more sumptuous vehicles, but

none ‘of them has left such a distinct and pleasmg

v

recolléction. !
The houses were almost mva,uablv inclosed with a
picket or board fence, with a smali yard in front.
Shadé and ornamental trees were ot in much 1epute
"All around Tay the « boundless contlnulty of shade;
but it awakened no poetic sentiment. To them it had :
been a stand\lnﬂ menace, which had cost the expendi-
ture of their best ener Gles, year after year,to push
furthel and further back. The, tnne had not come
for ornamenting thelr grounds and nelds with shrubs
and trees unless they could minister to their comfort
in a more substantial way. The gardens were genemlly
~well supplied with currant and gooseberry bqshes..
Pear, plum”and cherry trees, as well as the orchard
* itself, were close at hand. 'Raspberries and etl'avaei'l'ies .
were abundant in every new clearing.” The sap-bush
furrllished the su;gra,r and maple molasses. So that most

of -the requisites for good living were within easy

hail. : ‘ ~
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The first concern of' a thrifty farmer was €5 possess’
a large ‘b;am, with out-houses or sheds attached for
his hay and straw, and for the protection of ‘hié_. stock-
during the cold and stormy ‘weather of fall and win-
ter.  Lumber ~cost him nothing, save the la,bour of
getting it out. There was, therefore, but little to pre-
vent him from having plenty of room ‘in which to
~_house his crops, and as the process of threshing was.
slow it necessitated more space than is required now.
The granary, pig-pen and corn-eub were usually sep-
arate. The number a,nd extent of "buildings on a  flour-
ishing homestead, mclosed with strong board fencest
COVQILd a wide area, but the barns; with their enor-
. mous pedked roofs, and the houses, with their dormer
windows looking out from their steep sides, have
hearly all disappeared, or. have been transf011ued into
more modern shape.. '
Tt would be difficult to find much resemblance be-
tween the well-ordered house of the thriving -farmer
 ——_ of to- day and that of half a century ago: In the-
first place _the house itself is cle51gnecl with an eye to

convenience and comfort. There is more or less archi-

tectural taste displayed in its external appearance. It

1is kept carefully painted. The §awning fireplace in
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- the- kitchen, ‘with its row of pots, has disappeared,

and in its place the most approved cooking-stove or .
+ range, with its multifarious appendages, is found. On
' _i:he walls hang' numberless appliances to aid in cook-
ing. " V\ashmcr-madnnes ernners, ‘improved chums
and many other labour sa,vmor arrangements render
the task of the house-wife comparatively easy, and
enable her to accomplish much more work in a
shorter time than the dear old grandmother ever
Adreamed of in the hmhest ﬂwhts of her imagination.
Her ‘cupboards are filled with china and earthenware )
of the latest pattern. Pewter p]a,tes and buck-handled. ‘
knives have vanished, and ivory-handled cutlery has o
taken their places. Britannia wietal and pewter spoons
have been sent to the fneltiiao- pot, and ilon forks have-
given ‘place to nickel and silver gaes. The old fur-
niture has found its way to the garret, and the house
is furnished from the ware-rooms of the best makers,
Fancy carpets cover the floor of evei‘y room. The
old high-posted bedsteads, which™ almost I'equirea a

ladder to get into, weut to the lumber heép long ago,

Lo

and low, sumptuo1154:0&1(:13{3343keﬁtheu_vplacea The

meat feather tick has been ‘converted into the more

healthy mattress, and the straw tick and cords have
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been replaced by spring bottoms. It uséd.to be quite
an arduous undertaking, .J remember, to put up one
of ;;hose old beds. One pefson took a wrench, kept
for that purpose,and drew up the cord with it as tight
as he could at every hole, and” another followed with
. hammer and pin, which was driven into the hole )
through w'hich the end passed to. hold it ; and so you
went on round the bed, until-the cord was'all drawn
as tight as it could possibly be. Now a bedstead can.
be taken down and put up in a few moments by one
person Witﬁ the greatest ease. The dresses of both
mother and daughters are made according to the latest
styles, and of the best ‘material. The family ride in
their carriage, with fine horses,‘and richly-plated har-
ness. The boys are sent to college, and the girls are
polished in city- boarding-schools. On the farm the
change is no less marked. The grain is cut and bound
with reaping mgehine's, the grass with Ifrig‘wiil-{g;:;i"a— :
chines, and raked -with horse Arakes. Threshing ma-
chines thresh and clea:n ﬁ];;drain The farmer has
machines for planting and sowing. The’ hoe is laid

aside, and his corn and-root Crops. are kepu clean with

cultivators. HIs,plo,ughs,wdﬁdrag&do—bebter—wm‘k
with more ease to himself and histeam.  He has dis-

T A T A1 0y I SO S N e
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‘ covered that, he can keep improved 'stock at less ex-
pense, and at far greater profit. In fact, the whole
system of farmmo and farm ]abom has advanced with
the same 1apld strides that everythm(’r else has done ;
-and now onc man .can accomplish more in ‘the same
time, and do 1t better, than half a dozen could ﬁfty
years ago.

Musieal instruments were almdst unknown except;
by name. A stray ﬁdd1e1 as I have said elsewhere,
was about the only mus1c1an ‘that ever delighted the
“ear ofi young or old in those days. T do not know that
there was a piano in the Province, ‘If there were any |

. then number was$ so small that they could hfwe been
counted on the ﬁnoem of'one hand. Now, every house
in the land \nth any pretension to the ordinary com-
forts of life haseither a piano or a melodeon, and every
farmer’s daughter of any pos1t10n can run over the keys
with as much ease and eﬁ'ect as a city belle. PdSSIDU
along one of our streets not, long since, 1 hea.rd some
‘one playing in a room achommtr a little crrocery store
My attention was arrested by the skill of the p]ayer

and . the fine tone of the instrument. While T was——

listening, ‘a eouple of ladies passed, one of whom said, -

7

“T do wonder if they have got a piano here.” f‘ Why

1
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not,” sald the other; the pea-nut—man on —_ Stteet -
has one, and I dont see Why every one else shouldn’ b
have.” B © s
I think all who have marked the changes that ha,ve
taken place during the half century which is gone, will
admit that we are a much faqter peopIe than our .
fathers were. \:,( ’e have Jumped from change to change '
with marvellous rapldlty We cou]d never-endure the
’ patient plodding way they travelled nor the toil and -
, prlva,uon they went through ; and 1t is a dood thmcr
for us perhaps, that they preceded us. Would it.not
be well for us occas10nally to step aside from the bustle
and haste which surrounds.us, and look back There
are'many valuable lessons to be cra,thmed from the pages
* of the past, and it mlcrht be well, perhaps, - were we ta
temper otir anx1ety torisein the sou%ﬂ scale with some of -
.the sterling quahtleq that characterized our progenitors,
Our smatt boys : now-a-days are far t0o clever to pursue
-the patbq which their fathers. trod and in too many,
casgs bemn the career of life ‘as seco,nd or thlrd-la,te«
professlonal men or merchants, while ou1 dauo'htera are

too frequently turned 1nto otnaments for. the parlour.

- We know that ﬁfty years ago _the boys had-to—work

" early and late. ° West of Ena]a,nd broadcloths and fine .
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French fabrics were things that rarely, indeed, adorned

their persons. F ashion?,})le tailors and young gentle-
"men, according to ‘the present acceptation of the term,
are comparatively modern iIlS'ﬁtu't'iOIlSA in Canada.,'
» F\anc}} for a moment one of our youhg swells, with his
fashionable suif, gold‘.watdh, chain, and rings, patent .
Jeather boots and kid gloves, and topped off With
Chrxstlesla,test headgear, driving up to (rlandfathm s

door in a covered buggy and plated harness, fifty years

ago! Wha? would have been said, think you? My
impression is that hls?’ :a,?stoni@]meﬁt “Wwould: have been
too great to find expression, The old man, no doubt, .
~ would have scratched his head in utter béwilderr‘ng’ent, .
and the old lady would haye .pushed‘ up . her specs in
order to take in the whole‘ of the new reVelatio‘g,’ and
possibly might have‘exclaimed, “Did you ever see thé
beat?” The girls, I have .no doubt, would .have = -~
" responded to their mo@her"s ejaculation ; and th&boys,
if at Haﬁa, would heiwe laughed outright.
Myj remarké, so far, have been conﬁnéd altogether to
the country settlerhenﬁs\, and ﬁfi;f yeé,rs ago that was
‘about all there was-in ‘this Province#’K\maiton wa.s,

\“‘mMIW mher places, which ha,ve

- 'far outstripped it since, were only commencm0',. as.we
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shall see presently Kin&ston was a place of consider-
.able i 1mp01 ‘tance, owing to its being a garrison town
and 1ts - position at the foot of lake navigation gave
prounse of future g rea,tness The difference between
. town and country life as yet was nob very marked,
excgpt W1th the few officers and officials. ,Clothes of
finér and more expensive materials were worn, and a
little more polish and Leﬁnement were noticeable. The
professional man’s office was in his house and the
merchant lived over his store, -He dealt in all kinds of
goods, and selved his .customers early and late. He
bartered with the people for their producé, and weighed
up the butter and counted out,the eggs, for which he
- paid in groceries and.dr 'y goods Now he ‘has his house
ona fashlona,ble street, or a villa i in the v1cm1ty of the
;city,and is driven to his count,moP house in his carrlawe,
His father, and himself, pelhaps in his boyhood, toiled
in the summer time under g burning sun, and now he
-and /his famﬂy take their va,ca.tlon during hob weather

ab fa.shlona,ble ; Watering placea, tor make a tour in

- RS
N .

Europe

[

We have but little to complain of asa people Our

. progress d““n" the last fifty years has been-such. a,sv;w,*;%
cannot but be gratifying to every Canadian, and if we S

G

-~

-
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are only true to ourselves and the grea,t principles that-
underlie real and permanent success, we should go on
building up a' yet greater and more substantial pros-

_ perity, as the avenues of trade which are being opened
up from time to time become. -avallable But let us
Guard against the enervatma mﬂuences whlch are too
apt to follow increase of wealth. The desu'e to rise 1n'
the social scale is one that finds a response in every
breast ; but it often he,ppens that, as we ascend, habits
dgd tastes are formed that are at variance not only
with our own well;being, but with the well-being of-
those who may be influenced by us. One of the prin-
cipal objects, it would seem, in making a fortune in
‘these days, is to make a show. There are not many
families in this Province, so far, fortunately, 'Whose
children can afford to lead a life of idleness. Indeed,
if the truth must be told, the richest helr in‘our land
cannot afford it.. Still, when children are born with

silver spooris in their mouths the neceSSIty to work is

removed, and it 1equ1res some impulse to work when

there is no actual need. But fortunately, there- are

higher motives in this World than a life of mglonous

/ ase—Wea.Ith‘ca,n@v much; but it c;mnot, makea, *
‘man in the proper and higher sense, any more than _
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iron .céonv be tra,hsmuted into gold. It is a sad thing, I
think, to find many of our Wealthy farmers bringing -
ﬁp their children with the idea that a farmer is not as
1~¢§pectable as a counter-jumper in a city or village ~
store, or that the kitchen is too trying for the delicate
organization of the daughter, and that her vocation is
to adorn the drayvingqoom, to be waited on-by mamma,

" and to make a brilliant match. o Lo

o
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CHAPTER '\t.

7

JEFFERSON'S * DEFINITION OF “;’;IBERTY 7—HOW IT WAS ACTED
v 3JPON— THE CANADIAN RENAIDSA\(;E——BURNING POLITI(JAL '
QUESTIONS IN CANADA HALF A CEXTURY AGO—LOCOMOTION—
MRS. JAMESON* ON CANADJAN STAGE COACHE?——-BATTEAUX AI\D
DURHAM BOATS. . R o
THE Amerxeaﬁ Revolutlon developed two strlk-
ing pictures of the 1ncons15tency of human na,ture .
The author of the Declaratlon of Independence la.ys
down at the very ﬁl’.‘bt this axiom : « We hold -this
‘truth to be self-evident, that all men are created equaf
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happmess And yet this man, with numbers of others -
Who signed the famous document; was.a slave-holder,
and contributed to thé maintenance of a system which
was a rép'roach and a stain upon the fair fame of .the
land, until it was wiped out -with the blood of tens of
thousands of its sons. The next picture that stands
out in open contradiction to the declaratlon of equahty

of birth and llberty of action appears at the emf of ' -

the W T—he«vefyﬂen—whe—had—felame&ruu asmua% -

_/ oppressmn and had feught for and won thelr freedom;
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in turn became the most, intolerant oppressors., The

( - men w ho had differed from them, and had a.dhered to

the ca.use of the mother land, had their property’ con-

fiscated, and were éxpelled from the country. Revol-

utions have ever, been marked by cruelty. Liberty

"~ °r

m France mauama,ted the crulllotme The fathers of

the Ameuca,n Revolution - cast out theu kindred, Who -

found a 1efuore in the wilderness of Ca,na.da where

they endur ed for a time the most severe prlvatlona and

“hardships. This was the first illustration or. defini-

TL tion of hbersy a,nd the pursuit of ha,ppmess from
ﬂ . an American pomt o‘f view. . ‘

o The result was not, perha,ps What was antlclpa.ted

The ten thousand or more of their expatma,ted country-

tice. Their opinions were dear to them, and were as

~ fondly éherished as Wei'e the opinions\ of those who .

. had succeeded in w1e!.1ch1nb away a parf of the old
Empire undel a plearof being oppressed They claimed
only. the natural and sa.c;ed right' of acting upon
: their honest convictions ; and surely " no one will - pre-

"tend to say that their position was not as just and

". tenable, ‘or that it was less honourable than that of

~men were not to be subdued by acts of despotic injus- -

those who- had rebelled. T am not going to sa.y"tha.t

i

o

3 o (
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there was no caus\e\ of complaint on the part of "those

who threw down ‘the gage of war. XI'hé truth about

that matter has been conceded long ‘zwo\ The enact-
ments of- tthome Govelnnymt ‘which blOII(‘fht about :
the revolt. are mattels with’ wmth we have’ nothmfr to
e do at this tlmu But whm thp war terminated and
peace was declm(,d the aﬁtltude -of the new (;rovem-
ment towmd those of their. Lountlymen who had ‘ad-
‘hered to the Old La,nd from a sbnse of duty, was cruel,
R 1f pot balbmom It hasno pcuallel in modern hlstory,
unless 1t be the revocation of the Edict of N antes by
" Louis XIV. The 1efugees, however, did not, like the..
: ]—IIuguenobs find a home in an old settled country, but
in the fastness of a Canadian forest; and it s wonder-
- ful that so many men and women, out of love for a
distant land whoae &.leJects they had been, and whose
“cause they had espoused, should have sacrificed every-
thing) and paésed from comfortable homes and dearly-
loved kindred to desolation and poverty. It shows of
what unbending material they were made.’ With
their strong wills and stronger arms they laid - the
foundé,tion of another cou\ntry that yet may rival the
land whence they were driven. This act no doubt

- occasioned the settlement of the Wes@:ern "Province

-
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many yeari% earlier than it would haye oceurred under
other circumstances ; and"notwithétanding the'ubtéhllpt-s
that were made to subdue the country, our fathers
_ proved, when the struggle came, that they had lost
none of their patriotic fire, and though they were
»ébmp&ra;tively few in mumber, they ‘were not slow to
* shoulder their muskets and march away in defence
of the land of their adoption. There were no differ-
ences of opinion on this point. A people who had
_first been robbed of their~worldly goods and then
 driven from the homes of their youi;h, were not likely
soon to forget either their wrongs or their sufferings,
nor to give up, without a struggle, the new homes they
had made for themselvea under the keenest prlvatlons
' a,nd severest toils. As our fathers successfully resisted
the one, so have their children treated the threa,ts and ,.
blandishments that have been used from tune to time -
to bring them under the protecting agis “of the stars
and stripes. The wounds that were' inflicted nea.ﬂ/y a
century ago have happily cicatrized, and We can now
look with admiration on the happy prooress of the
- American people in all that goes to make up a great -

and prosperous country ‘We hope to livein peace ana

. unity with them, "Still, we like our own country and
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its system of vovern‘m('ant.better and feel that we have

no.reason either to be discontented with its progress,
or to doubt as to its future.

The year 1830 may be taken as the-commencement
of & new order of things in Canada. The péople were
prosperous ; immigration was rapldly increasing. A
system of Government had been inaugurated which, if -

“not all that could be desired: was\ca,pa,lsle of “being
moulded into a shabe fit to meet the wants of a
young and growing country. There were laws to
pt otect society, encourage education, and foster trade
and  commerce.- The application of steam in Eng-
land é,nd the. United States, not only to manufactur-
ing purposcs but to navigation, which had: made
some progress, rapidly increased after Jthis date, and the
illustration given by %tephenson in - September of this
year, of its capabﬂxtles as a motor in land $ransit, com-
pletely revolutlomzed the - commerce of the world. It
assailed every branch of mdﬁstry, and in'a few years
transformed all. The inventive genius of mankind

seemed to gather new energy. A clearer insight was

obtained-into the vast results opening out before it,and

into the innumerable inventions which have succeeded;

" for the more uniform and rapid ;;roduc'tion of almost+ "

.
l
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every conceivable thing\r\u“sed by man has had its
origin in this Nineteenth Century Renaissance. Our
Province, though remote fmm this “new birth,” could
not but feel a touch of the pulsatlon that was stmmcr
in the world, and, though but in its mfancy it was not
backward in laying hold of these dlscovérles, and ap-
plying them as far as its liﬁited resources would admit.
As early as /18‘16 we had a steamer—the. Frontenac—
u,mnlno on Lake’ Ontarlo and others soon followed.
The méleage was much more rapid after the date
referred to, and the improvement in constructlon‘and
speed was equallyr\,@arked. Owing. to our sparse and
scattered. population, as well as our inability to bl;ild,
we did not undertake the eonstruction of railroads un-
til 1853, \when the Northern Railroad was opened to
Bradford ; ; but after that. we went'at it in earnest, and
we have k:ept at it until we have made our Province a

network of railways. In order-move fully to realize

our position at this time, it must be borne.in mind that .

our population only reached 210,437. - ’

T Those\whose ‘recollection - Tuns back to that time’ hav

————
- witnessed ch?mcre% in tbls P1ov1nce difficult to realwe o

s_hmng—t&keﬂfphee.—&lﬁmg—ﬂre—ﬁfby—yemb which
have inter_véned. _The first settlers found themselves

2
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ina position which, owing to_ the 'bhen-existing state
of things, can never .oeetlr again. They were cub off
‘from'commun_ica{tion, except by very slow and inade- N
quate means, With‘the older. and more advanced.parts . ‘
of Athe’fica, and were, therefore, almost tbtally isolated.

‘ ) They adhered to the manners and customs of their/ |- r

. § - fathers,and thouo’h they acquired property and grew. |
up in sturdy mdependence their habifs and modes of
living remained unchancred But now the steamboat
» and locomiotive brought them into contact with the
world-outside. They beO*a,n/ to feel and sée that a new
state of things had been/ 1naumuated that the old
paths had. been forsaken ; that the world h‘\xd faced = | B
about and taken up a new line of march And, as then 4
lives had theretofore been lives of exigency, they Wele
. skilled in adapting themselves to the needs of the hour. -
Men who have been tla:iﬂed‘ln such a school ae quick
at catchmor 1mprovements and turning them to theu '
.. advantage. ~ It matters not in what direction these i im-
) provéments tend, whether to agriculture, manufactures,
education, or government; and we shall find that in all

these our fathers: were not slow to move, o unequal

""to the’ emercrency when it was pressed upon fohem

:{ . ‘ |

4

’i_ :
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One of the dearest privileges of a British subJect is
_the 1'10ht of free discussion on all topics, whether sacred
or secu]al—more especially those of 4 political charac-
ter—and of glvmg ‘effect to his op__lggs at the polls.
No people have ex&l‘CtsedL these prlvﬂeges with more
practical- intelligence than the Anglo-Canadian. It

must be confessed that half a century ago, and even

much later, coloma,l affairs were not manao‘ed by the
Home Govemment altooether ina sa.tlsfa,ctory manner,
At the same timé there can hard]y be a doubt that the
Ineasures emanatmor from the Colomal Ofﬁce recewed
careful conmderatlon or that they were deswned with -
an "honest wish to p1omote the well-being of the colon-
ists, and not in the perfunctory manner which some ]
writers have represented. The great difficulty has
been for an old country like theé mother land, with its -
lonO' estabhshed usages, its time-honoured mstltutlons
its ratlon for prccedent its dislike to change, and
its fva}ff in its own wisdom and p, power, either to appre-.

»

ciate the wants of a new countl Y, or to yield hastily
to its dema,nds British sta,tesmen took for crra,nted

tha,t what 't was good for them was equally beneficial to

us. ’l‘hm,rﬂsystem—efgevemment—thou h it had under-
gone “ny a ch'mge even in its mona.w_hmml type, was
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,\ the model on which the colonial governmeniﬂs were -
,-’;5, " based; and when the time came we wele set up with
S ! * a Governor appointed by the Crown,a; C?uncil chosen <
. *ﬂ ‘ [by‘the Governor, and an Assembly elscted by the peo-
L ;i ple. They had an Established Church, an outcome pf'

the Reformation, supported by tﬁe State. It was

>
¥
-

neceséary for the welfare of the people and for their

K}

- future salvation that we should have one, and it was

N A given us, large g O'ra,nts of land being made for its sup-

- »;*‘ port ‘A hereditary nobility. was an impossibility, for
the entire revenue of the Provmce in its early days
T would not have been a sufficient income for a noble -
lord. Stﬂl there were needy gentlemen of good fa.rm-
: . lies, as there always ha,ve been, and probably ever
t N, will be, who were willing to sacrifice themselves for a
gove_rnmént gt.ipen’d. They were provided for and sent ‘
across the sea to this new land of ours, to fill the few
offices that were of any importance. There was noth-
’ , ing strange or unnatural in al]l ._tl‘xi.s, -and if thesenew-
comers had honestly applied themselvés to the &eyelop- '

y

ment of the country instead of to advancing their own

. N “interests, many of the difﬁcultiézs which a,fterwa,rdé
"; sprang up would have been avoided. The men who 7
R B had made ‘the couritry began to feel tha.t they ‘knew
ot , I .

[l S 1

3
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more about its wants than the Colomal Office, and that
they could manage its affairs better than the a,ppomtees

of the Crown, who had become grasping a)nd ai'roorant :
They began to dlscuss the question. A. sbronfr feehng‘ '
pervaded the minds of many’ of the. lea,dmd men of the ‘
day that a radjcal chanrre was necessary for the well-

being of the country, and theywbegan to apply the lever

of public opinion to the great fulerum' of agitation, in

.brder_"to oyeftum the evils that had drept into the ad-

ministration of public affairs. - They demanded a gov-

\ ernment. which should be responsible to the people,
and not independent of lthem They urged tha.t?the e
system of representatlon was unjust, and should be/ T
équahzed They assailed the pa,rty in powe1 as bemg
corrupt, and «Lpphed to them.the epithet of the “ Fam-
lly Gompac\t —2 name: Whlch ‘has stuck to them ever \
since, because they held eyery office of em lument and \
dlspensed the patronawe to friends, to'the exclusion of
every man cutside of a restrlcted pale Another griev-
ance which began to be talked about, and ‘which re-
mained a bone of contention for yeats, Was the large
. grants of lands for the support of the Church of Eng-
land. . As the mapnty of the pe0ple did not ‘belong to '

tha.t body, they could not see why it should be ta,ken‘
H

’
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_under the protecting care of the State, ‘while every

" other denomination was 1eft in ‘the cold.” Hence a _
clamour for the secularization of the Clergy Reserves
began‘toxbe heard throughout the land. These, with
many other questions, which were . termed abuses, ‘
raised up a politiéal Lparty the meml;er$'whereof came
- to be known as Radicals, and who, lat%r were stlgma,-
tized by the opposing party. as Rebels The party
lmes between these two sides were soon sharply drawn
and when Parliament met at York, early in Januar y, ‘
1830, it was discovered that a breach existed between
the Ex&écutlve Council and the House of /&ssembly

~which could not be closed up until sweeping changes
“-had Been effected.

.

The Province at this timé was divided into elev ri,“(f
dlstrlcts or twenty six counties, which returned forty- '
one members to the Assembly, and the towns of York

: ngston, Bx;ockvﬂle and Niagara returned one mem-
ber ‘each, making in all forty-five representatives.
Obedient to- fohe comma,nd of the Lieutenant- Gover—
nor, Sir John* ‘Colborne, the members of the dlﬁ'erenh o
constituencies were ﬁndmg‘ their way with sleighs = s
(the oniy means of ) Fonveyarij:e in those days) through )
, J/VV/OOds,ﬁ'nd snow-dx:ffts, on the first of “thg yéar, to the

1
e




“which Klncrston was the largest and most 1mp0rta,nt

“Recelver-Gen\era,l 5 Henry John Boulton Attorney-

. speech at the approachmv Session of Parliament at an early date, and ) -,
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éapita,l—thé Town of York. The Province had n6§
yet reached the dignity of possessing ‘a city, and in-

deed the only towns were the four we have niamed, of

il

It had a populatlon of 3,635, and York 2860 A ) ‘:
" member from “Winnipeg could reach Otta.wzi quicker, ;
and with much more comfort now, than York could be T “
reached from the Eastern and Western lmuts of the i '*t
Province in those days* _- : ' o “‘
Marshall “Spring Bldwell was Spea,ker to theLAs- ’ F%

sembly, and the following formed the Executlve Coun-
cil :—J. Baby, Inspector‘General John H. Dunn,

4

\ J]

* Fancy such an a,nnouncement as the followi ing appearing in our news- = - 1%
papers in these da,ys, prior to the opening of the House ‘of Assembly :—
‘¢ To the proprietors and editors of the different papers in the Eastern . .
‘part of the Province: Gentlemen : Presummv that the public will desire .
to be put in possession of His Excellency the Lieutenant- Governor's T *

feeling demrous to 0'ra,infy a public to w}nch we are so much indebted, we

shall make a.rra,n"ements for ha,vmff‘ it delivered, free of expense, at

Kingston, the day after it is issued from the press at York, that it may
be forwarded to Montreal by mail on the Monday following.

“We are, Gentlemen, “ .

. “ Your obedient servants, ’ S

) ‘ . “H. Norrox & Co., Kingston, '

AR _ “W. WiLLer, York. ~

¢ January 2nd, 1830, . ‘\

The foregoing is clipped from an old number of the C’hristian\Guardian. B

|
\ |
\
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Gex_leralh and Ohi"istopher A. Hagerman, Solicitorl

General. On the opemnO‘ of the House, the. address -

* was replied to by the Governor in one of the briefest
speeches ever hstened to on the floor of the Leglslatlve :
Assembly.- Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, I
shank you for your Address.” The expense of Han-
" sards would not be very considerable if the legislators
of the present day followed the example of such brev-
.1ty as this. ! X
Any one lookmcr over the Journals of the Second
* Session of the Tenth’ .%arhament will see that there

was a liberal bill of fare provided. Every ‘member

© had at least ‘one petition to present, and altogether.

there ,Were one hundred and fifty-one presented, some
of which read stranae]y in the light of the presenf? day.
Among them was one from Addlngton, pra,ymo that -
means might be adopted “to secure these Provmces
the trade of the West Indles, free from- the U:glted
States competitfon.” Another was from the Midland
Districtl, praying that-an Act be passed t()J}‘)/revent itin- ~
erant preachers‘ ”f:‘roml coming over from the United

: ;Stateé al;nd spreading sedition, &c.; and another i‘reni

i Hastings, to dispose of th;e! Clergy. Reserves. “Mr,

McKenzie gives notice that he will to-morrow move for

-
o
v
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leave to.bring in a bill to establish finger posts ;”}and. 1
a few years later these “finger posts ” could be seen -
at all the principal cross-roads i in the Province. * Among’

- the bills there was a tavern and shop’ l1cense bill ;2
bill estabhshma the Kingston Bank with a c&pita,l of
£100,000; a bill authorizing a grant of £o7,412 10s.,.
for the rélief of sufferers in the Amberican War; and
one aut}ioriz(ing a'grant to the 'Kingstbn Benevolent

" Society, and also to the York Hospital and Dispensary
“established the year beforé.” Among the one hundred

* and thirty-seven bills passed by the House of Assembly, .

" nearly one hundred were rejected by the Leglsla,tlve o

Couineil; which shown how near the two Houses had‘
come to a dead-lock. In other respe(,ts tl;eré was
nothing remarka,blga,bout the session.  The really
most important thing done wa,s the formatlon of Agri-
cultural Societies, and the aid granted them. But in

“looking over the returns. asked for,\ and the grievance
motions brought forward from ‘time to time, one can
see the gathermg jof the storni that broke upon the
country in 1897- 8, and however much that outbreak - -
is to be deplored it hastened, no doubt, the settlement -

of the vexed questions which had agltated ~the pub- .

lic'mind for years The union of the two Provmces _
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“Upper and Lower Ca,na,da followed m 1641 and in

1867 C‘onfederatlon took place when our Province

lost.its old appellatlon ‘and has ever since been known

as the Province of Ontarlo—the keystone Provmce of -

s
<

the Conféderatlon o N

Tt was 1n ‘1830 that the. ‘name of Robert Baldwm

© first appeared in the list of members nd of the forty-
five persons-who represented the. Pronce at that time
‘T donot know that one survives. ‘The death of George -

- IV brought about a dleOlutIOH almd an electwn took a

place in October. There was cons1derablelex01tement
: and a good many séats chanfred occupants,- but the.
Famlly Compact party were retulned to power “

A general election  in those da.ys Wa,s a Welghty
matter, because of the large extent of ‘the. const1tuen~
cies, and the dlstance the Wldelyrscattered electors had
to travel—often over roa,ds that were almost impassable

—%o exercise their francluse There was but ome 'ool-;
' lma place in each .county, and * that was made as cen-
tral as. posuble for - the convenience of the people.
Oftenr two weeks elapsed kefore. all the votes could Pe

‘got in, and dunncr the contest 1t | Was not an uncom-

mon thing for one side’or the- othe1 to make an- eﬁ'ort ‘

1@0 get pogsess1on of the poll? and keep their opponents v

/
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from voting. This frequently led to disgraceful fights,
'When sticks and stones were used witha freejom that
. would have d;;le no disgredit to Il‘lbll faction fights in
thelr pa,Imlest days. Happily, this i is all changel now.
- The numerous polhng pla.ces prevent a crowd of-ex-
mted men from collecting togetber Voters have but a
" short dls{;ance to go, and the whole thinlr is aecom- -
phshed with ease in a day. Our representa.tlon both
iorvthe Domlmon and Provincial Parliaments, is now .
 based upon population, and the older and more densely—
,-populated counties are divided into ridings, so that
.t'lie’ fo}ty-eight counties and some cities and towns -
. ¢ return to the Onta,no Goyernment cighty-eight mem-

1 bers. : '

.i,"  Fifty years ago the- Post Oﬂice Depattment was
ug]der the control of the Bmtlsh Government a.nd
- Thomas A. Sta.yner was Deputy Po»tma.ster General

of British. North Amemqa Whatever else the Deputy

, Thay have ha,d to complain of, he certalnly could not "

grumble at. the extent of territory- under his Jurisdic-

* tion. - The crross receipts of the Department Were'A

£8, 029 ‘7s 6d.* There were mnety-one post oﬂices in

. "TH mdebted toW. ‘H Griffin, Esq., Deputy Postmaster Genera.]
for, information, kmdly furmshed, respectmg the Post Office Depart-
ment, &e. ~ ‘
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. Upper Canada. On the main line between York and
Montreal the mails were carried by a public stage, and
in spring and Tall, owing ‘to the bad roads, and evén'.
in winter, with its storms and-spow-drifts, ifs prowiese
was slow, a,nd often difficult. There are persons still
hvmcr who rémembe\dmany a weary hour and trying
adventure between these points. Passengers almost
perlshed with cold or famished Wlth hunger, were
often forced to trudge through mud and slush’up to
their knees, because the Jaded horses could barely
pull the empty vehicle tl:ﬁ*oucrh the mire or up the:

ary hill, -They were frequently compelled to alight
and grope around in. impenetrable darkness and beat-
~_ ing storm for rails from & neighbouring fence, ,with

. ] which to fn:-y thle wheels out of a ml}d-hole, intov whiéh

: tiiey had, to all appearance,, ﬁgpele_ssly sunk, or te dig

. themselves out of snow banks in which both horses

" . and stage were firly v;redged, If they were so fc;r-

tunate as to esgapé t};ése niishaps, the deep‘ xuts and’

corduroy bridges tried their ﬁowerg of ex{du’ljance* to-

A

the utmost, and ﬁié,de the old ‘coach ecreak and groan °

. under the strain. Sdmeﬁimes it toppled jover with

L

a crash leavmg the Womed passengers to find [ shelter,

if they could, in thVe nealest farm-house, until the »

>
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da,ma.ge was repa,lred But Wxth good roads and no
break-downs they were enabled to spa,nk along’ at the
rate of seventy-five | rmles in a day, whlch was consid-
ered rapld travelling. Four-a.nd-a—ha.lf days were re- \
. qulred and often more to reach Montreal from York.
A merchant posting a letter from the latter place,
under the most favourable circﬁmstances could not
get a reply from Montreal in less than tén days or
sometimes fifteen; and from Quebec the time reqmred
j\wa,s from three weeks to a month. The English mails ;
were brought by sailing vessels. Everythmb moved/
in those days with slow and uneven pace. . The other
parts of the Province were served by couriers on horse-
- back, who announced their aLl‘)pjroa,ch"wilth,\ blast of” tin
horn. ~That the offices were widely eeparated in'most
. cases may be judged from ‘their number. I recently
came upon an entry made by my fa,thet in-an old,
account book against his father’s estate: “To one day
" going to the post ofﬁce, 3s, 9d.” The eharge, looked
. at in the .Iighf of these days, certainly is not large,
but the idea of taking a day to go to and from a post
office struck me as a good illustra,t-if)n of the inconv‘elll-*
iences endmm

that time, had never been blessed Ylth?@ vision of the
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coming envelope but carefully folded hls sheet of

o

Q

s
N AN
<

' paper mto the desired shape, pushed one “¢nd of the
fold 1nto the other, and secured it with a“wafer or
sealing-wax. Envelopes, now universally used, were
not imtroduced until a.bout 1845-50, and even blotting
_ pa.per tha.t mdlspensable requisite on every writing- -
lta,ble, was unknown. Every desk had its sand-box,
filled with fine dry sand, whzch the writer sprinkled
over h\is sheet to absorb the ink. ~Sonietimes, at a ’
. pinch ashes were used.. Goose’quill was the only
pen. There was not such a thmg, I suppose, as a
steel pen in the Province. Glllott and Perry had
invented them in 1828; but they were sold a,t $36
a gross, and were, too expensive to come into genera.ll',
use. -Neither was there such a thing as a bit of ~
india rubber, so \;ery cotnmon now. Erasures had to -
be made with a knife. Single rates of letter postage
were, for dlstances not exceedmfr 60 miles, 4%d.; not
exceeding 100 wmiles, 7d.; and not over 200 miles, 9d.,
increasing 2id omevery addifional 100 miles. Lettérs
weighing less than one ounce were rated as single,
/—/dgflble or treble, as they consxst,ed of “one, two or more

sheets. _If weighing an ounce, or over, the charge was

' a.,six"xgle Tate for"éve'ry quarter of an ounce in weight.

.

!

“w -
-
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How is it now 7™ The Post Office Department has been,
“for many years under the control of our Government. -
There are in Ontario 2,353 Post-Offices, with a rey. :
of $9i4 382. The mails are carried by rail to all the
‘ prlnclpal points, and-to outly1 places and country
villages by stage, and by~ couriers in’ hght vehicles,

with much greater ﬁiespaﬁch, owing tor the improved
condition of the highways. A .letter of not o'ver_
half an -ounce in weight can be- sent from Halifax
to Vancouver for three cents. A book weighing ﬁve
_ 'pounds can be sent the same distance for twenty cy.nts .
and parcels and samples at”equally %O,W mtes To-
Eno'land the ,rate for half an ounce is ﬁve cents and

for ¢ every a.ddltlonal half-ounce a smgle rate is added

Post?pe stamps and: cards, the money order SYSteﬁ e
and Post. Oﬁﬁce savmgs banks ha,ve all been added

since 1851. The mer(‘:\hant of Toronto ca,n post a letter

to-day,‘ and get a reply from London; England in less

" time than he could m the’ old days from Quebec. In. .

1830 correspondence Was expenswd/and tedlous Let-
tersv.were written only under the pressure of necessity.

Now every one writes, and the number of Iétters and

{the revenue have increased a i}housand fold.  The

steamship, locomotive and tefegraph_, all the growth of
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i W the last }ia,lf century, have not only almost anmhllated
gt " time ;m\ space, but”’ have changed the face of the
i World It is true there were steamboats running be-

" “tween York and Kingston on the’ Bay of Quinté and

T . the St. Lawrence prior to 18307 but after that date
they increased \}ra.p'idly in number, and weré greatly /
improved. It was on the 15th of September of that [

.. ] A \
yeéar that George Stephenson “ran ‘the first locomotive

i " over the line between Liverpool and D'Z’[anch;ester—é, dis-
’ u"’l T tance of thirty miles——so that ﬁftfy ye'ars ago this was
' "  the only railway with ‘a locomotwe in the world—a X
2N fact that can hal-dly be rea,hsed when the number. of
. 4 ‘miles -now in- operation, and the vast sums of money

| . expended in their construction, are consz,deled ‘What-

v - have these agents done for us, apart from the wonder-
¢ [ R ful impetus given to trade and. commerce 2 You cin

post. to your correspondent at Montreal at 6. -p.m., and

> your letter is dplivered at 11 aii;;and the next day at

i

noon you have your answer. You Qa.ke up your morn-

o
—
AN

" ing’s paper, and you have the news from the very an’m- o

' podes-every day. The merchant has® q_uota.tlons placed

LW

before him, dally, and ‘hourly, from every great com

mercial centré .in the Woijld; and even the sportin y

L
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man can depos1t his money here, and have his bet -
booked in London the day before. :

_ From the first discovery of the country up to 1800, * -
a period of about three hundred yea,rs the bark .

canoe was the only mode of conveya.nce for long dis-
tances. GovernQr Slmcoe Lpade his journeys from
~ Kingston to Detr01t in a large bark canoe, rowed by
. twelve chaSseurs followed by anothNontammo the .
.'tents and/ provisions. The cost of conveying. merchan-
dlse between Kmorston and Montreal before the Rideau
and St. Lawrence canals “were built is hardly credible
" to people of this day Sir J. Murray-stated—in
*  House of Commgns, m 1828, that the carriage of a > ,
- twenty-four pOlIild cannon cost between £150 and
£200 sterling. /Tn the early days of the Talbot Settle-
ment (about 1817) Mr Ermatlncrer states that eighteen
bushels of wheat WeLe required to pay for one barrel
- of salt, and that one “bushel of wheat would no mdre
) than pay for one yard of cotton.
Our fathers d1d not trivel much and there was a
good reason, as we have seen, why they did not. The
ordinary meansof transit was the stage,-which Mrs.
J&mesen—deséﬁbes—as—a—“—héayy—}umbeﬁngveﬁc}erwﬁ

/I "caleulated to live in roads where ‘any decent carriage .
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. must needs’founder ~ Another kind, used on rougher

T . ‘1oa.ds conswted of « 1<u'0'e obloncr wooden boxes formed

A of a few planks nailed together, and placed on Wheels

<4 in which you enter by the window, there bemg no

’: door o open or shut, and no springs.” On twclf or
i three wooden seats, suspended; in leather straps, the
e

3 passenoers were perched. The beha\'lour of the better

sort, in “a journey .from 1\Tla,wa.ra.”to Hamllton is
3 . described by this writer as cons1stmg ofa ro]lmb g and
tumbling along the detestable road, pltchmfr like ‘a
scow among the breakers of a lake storm The road
$° was knee-deep m\mud the « forest on either side dark,

% ‘ gum and 1mpenet1ab1e There were but three or
Z
e

four steamboats in ex1stence a,nd these were not much |

‘more éxpeditious. - Fares were hlgh The rate from

. ,,
Lo
A PN

York to M‘ontrea,ly was about’ $24. Nea,rly the only
<5 people who travelled were the merchants and oﬁieia.ls,
{,‘i and they 'were not numerous. The former often too’k'
7¢ ' passage ou sajling vessels or batteaux, and-if engaged
i :;; _in the lumber trade, as many of them were, they went

%

down on boa,%rd their rafts and retulned in the ba,ttea.ux

\ “Theseghoats were flat-bottomed, and made of pine
2 - “ - . :

;z? — boards, farrowed at bow and stern, forty feet by six,
P :

A

with a crew of four men and a pilot, provided with -

“é?: -
_




144

* COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA
’ |

o?xrs sails, a',n.d iron- shéi’l poie’s ‘for pushing.’ They~

%

contmued o carry, in cargoes of five tons, all the
umerchamihse that. passed to vpper Canada. Some-

_ tindes these boats were prov1ded .with a makeshlét

upper cabin, whlch cons1sted of an’ awmng of oﬂcloth '

- supported on hoops like ther oofof an American, Qua.ker

or gipsy Wa.cro'on - If further provuled with - half a

helght of pnmltlve luxury The battearux went in

_Against the sw1ftest currents and raplds the men poled

their way up ; and {When the resisting element was too

much for their strength, they fdstene(l \a Tope to the

) ’ bow, and, pluncrmcr 1nt0 the Wa,ber dxao*ged her by‘

main strength up the boiling cataract.’  From Lachine

- >dozen chcmrs and a table, K’/thls cabin: was deemed the .
<

" brigddes, which "generally cons1sted of five boats.. - -~

to Kingston, th'e average voyage was ten to tWelve '

days, thouoh it 'was- occasxonally made in seven; an

" average as long as a’voyage across the Ablantlc now.

The Durham boa.t also then doing duty on th.ls routes

was .a ﬂat-bottomed ba,rcre but 1t dlﬁ'ered from- ﬁhe‘

batteaux in having a slip-keel a.nd nea.rly twice its
ca,paclty. This pnmmve mode of fravelling had its

poetic side. Amid all the hardships of their vocation,

s '}!‘5;..3;,‘&3

-5
A
%
¥

v fs
3

' the French Canadian boatwmen were ever light of spirit,




PO
W

<
N

FIFTY YEARS AGOo. 145

-
’ L

and they enlivenied the passage By carolling their boat

F

songs; one of Whlch inspired Moore to write his im: .
mértal ballad ¥ R

The country sefulre if he had occasion to- go from'

‘home mounted hls horse and with hls saddle bags

. strapped ‘behind hlm Jjogged alonrr the highway or

through the bush at the rate of ioxty or fifty miles a
day.” T remember my father going to New York in
1839 He crossed by steamboat from chrston to

’Osweo'o thence to Rome,” in New York State, by'
,canafl—boat and. thence by ra11 and steamer to New/

\

York B ..

* * Trout's Railcays of Canada, 18701,

B

)
{ .
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‘CHAPTER VI

A ’

ROAD- ’VIAKIN"—-—WE'LLERS LINE’ OF STAGES AND STEAMBOATS—
MY TRIP FROM HAMILTON TO NIAGARA-'—-SCHOOLS AND COL-
’ LEGES——-PIO.NEER METHODIST PRE{ACHERS ;SOLEMNIZATION OF
MATRIMONY—LITERATURE AND LIBRARIES—EARLY NEWSPAPERS "

. ) /
—PRIMITIVE EDITORIAL ARTICLES. T ~,- ~ )

THE People were ahve at a véry early date to the
: 1mportance of 1mprov1n0' the roads; and as far
ba',clti as 1793 an Act was passed at Niagara, then the
seat of govefnment,“placing the roads under ovérséer;

or road-masters, as they were called, appointed by‘the

\d o, ! N . T
ratepaying inﬁabltants at their annual town meetings.

A ennU AALAC AN Tl

. Every man was require& to bring\_toolls, and to work
from three to twelve. da}'fs,\ There was n;j property
distinction, and the time Was\a,t't,he diseretion .of the

roadmaster. This soon gave cause for dissatisfaction J

and reasonably, for it was ha.rdly falr to expect a poor

man to contmbute as much toward the 1mp10i'eme )
hwhwa,ys as his rich- nemhboul Theé Act was amen&
and the number of days work determmed by the

_as&essmenb_r_Qll The power of opening new W _T0a

altermg the course of old ones, was vested in_ the

P
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Quarter 'Sessidn?s. This ma.tter is now under the"con-
trol of the County Councils. The first frovernment
appr:opria,tioﬂ for roads was made in 1804, when £1,000
was granted ; but between 1830-33, 551:2,060.Was pro-
vided for the irnprovemenf -and opening up -of new

roads The'road from Kmoston to York wa.s contracted

~ for by Da.nttord an- Ameuca.n, in 1800 at. q“%9() per

“mile, two” lOdS w1de. The first Act reqmred that evéry

man should clear a road across his own lot, but it made

no pro;rision for the Clergy Reserves and Crown Lands, -

and hence the crooked ro?.ds that existed at one time

in the Province. Origginaliy the roads were marked

e

out by blazing the trees through the Woods as a gmde -

for the pedestuau "Then the boaghs' were cut away,

so that a man could ride through on hmseback Then - .

followed the, sleighs; and finally. the trees were cleared

off, so that.a Wamron could pass. “ The gr eat leading

o Toads of ‘the Pxovmce had received httle 1mprovement

beyond belng graded, and the swamps [had been] made
, pz.xssable'by la:')fling_the~ round trunks.of trees side by side
‘across the roadway Their subposed resemblance to the

kmfzs corduroy ‘cloth gajned for these crossways the

name of corduroy roads. The garth roads were passably - .

good whenggvered lw1th the snows 'of winter, or when




148 . . COUNTRY LIFE IN CANADA

dried up in the summer sun; but evén then a thaw or
rain ,made them all but impassable. -The rains of
\ a.utumh and the Yf:ha,wé of spring converted the}h into

.a mass of hqu1d mud, such as amphibious animals

et o

- might delight- to revel in; N%E*ccépt an occasional legis-
lative grant of a few thgusand pounds for the whole

' Provinee; which was 111—expended, and often not ac-

/m;;ﬁ;,,,ﬁ,a,aﬁ el

" counted for'at all, the great lea,dincr roads, as well as

_all. other roads, depended, in Upper Canada, for thexr )

o

~

' 1mprovement on statute laboug”*
The Rey. Isa.ac Fidler, wntmg in 1831, says: On ‘
our arrival at Oswevo 1 proceeded ‘to the harbour 4dn
quest of a tradmo' vessel bound for York, in Canada, - ‘
a,nd had the 0'00(] fortutie to ﬁnd one that would sa,ll
‘in an hour I acrreed with the. ca.pta.m for nine dollars
for myé;elf fa,mlly, atnda;baagacre and he on his pa.rb,,.
assured me that he would ldnd me safe in twenty-four
- hours. Our provmon was mcluded in. the fare . In-
c;tea,d of reaching York in oxie da,y, We' were five aays "
on the. ‘lake. There wereftwo passentrers besides our-+
selves equally dlsa,p})om‘oed agd impatiént. The cabin

of the vessel served for the sﬁ;tmd eatma and sleepmo' y
P .

ogxmoﬂpassengmsrcaptamﬁanicrewr—ngpo» balate
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strongly on this us’age., but the captain informed me he

had no alternative. The place commonly assigned to
sailors had not been titled up. We were forced to
tolerate this inconvenience 'The saﬂors slept on the
floor, and assigned the berths to the passepgers, but not

from choice. " The food genéra;lly placed before us for

- dinner was salt pork, “potatoes, bread, water and salt ;

tea, bread and butter, and. sometimes salt pork~f01
breakfa,st and tea;” to which he adds, no supper.’. One
would thmk under the circumstances, this pnvatlon
would have heen a cause for thankfulness. - !

" The same writer speaks of a joufﬁey to Montreal the -
followmg year: “From York to Montreal we had three

several albeaatl’ons of steamboats a.nd coaches. The

. steamboat we now entered was moored by a lgdge of
_ice, of . a thickness so great as to cf)ncea} éntirely the

" vessel, till we aI;proa,ched close upon it. - We embarked

by steps excavated'in the ice, for the convenience of.

o the passenoers -

~ The followmg a.dvertlsement from the Christian .
Guardi’an of 1830, may prove not umnterestmg as an
ev1dence of the competltlon then eXIStmg between the

3 4ndﬂsteamboat,ﬁ.nd4591eﬁpcanclusmuhat at
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Tthat» date the latter was not considered very rduc/h

superior or more expeditious :—

“NEW LINE OF STAGES AND STEAMBOATS FROM YORK
TO PRESCOTT. - - ' cLc

“The public are respectfully informed that a line of ,
stages , will run regularly -between YOBK and the
CARRYING PLACE* twice a week, the remainder of the
season, leaving YORK every MoNDAY and THURSDAY
morning at 4 o’clock ; passing through the beautiful
townships of Pickering, Whitby, Darlington and Clark,
and the ‘pleasant villages of Port Hope, Cobotirg and
Colborne, and arriving at the CARRYING. PrACE the
same evening. Will leave the CARRYING PLACE every
TuEsDaY and FRIDAY morging at 4 ¢’clock, and arrive
at York the same evening.’ ) :
"~ “The above arrangements afe made in-connection

+ with the steamboat Sir James Ko empt, so that passen-
gers travelling this route will find a pleasant and speedy-
conveyance between York and Prescott, the road. being -

- very much repaired, and the line fitted up with good

hotsges, new carriages, and careful drivers. Kare through
from York to. Prescott, £2 10s., the same as the lake "
boats. Intermediate distances, fare as. usual. All
baggage at the risk of the owner. N.B.—Extras

. furnished at York, Coboury, or the Carrying Place; on «

reasonable terms. ) ' ' '

’ “WILLIAM WELLER .

PR :

R Yofk, June 9th. 1830.”

I remember travelling from Hamilton to Nia.gara, in
November, 1846. We left the hotel at 6-pm. Our

. stage, for such it was called, was a lumber waggon,

~

*The Carrying Place s af the head of the Bay of Quints, )
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with a rude canvas cover to protect us flOlIl the rain,
'under which were “four seats, and T ha,vea dlstmct
recollection that long before we got to our journey’s
end we dlscqvered that they were not very comfort- -
able. There were seven passengers and the driver.
The ]yggégq was corded on behind m ‘some fashion, -
and under the seats were crowded parcels, so that
- when we got in we fotind it-difficult to move or to get
out. One of our passengers, a woman with a 'young
 child, did not contribute to our enjoyment; or'make the
ride any more pleasant, for the latter poor unfortunate
écrgamed nearly the whole night thr(rugh.\ Occasion- )
ally it would settle down into a low whine, when a
_sudden lurch of the waggon or a se"rTaT? jolt would set
it off 'again Wlfﬁl full force: T night was very-dark;
and contmued so thr ouahout with da,shes of rain.,
The roads were very bad, and two or three times-we .
had to get out and walk, a thing we did not rehsh as ‘

it was a,lmost 1mpo<31ble for us to plck our way, and

the only thmo for it was to ﬁmsh on as well as’ 'we could

“through the nud and darkness We reached ‘Ni 1aoara. .

just as-the sun was rising. . Our appearance can readily

‘\belmaoqned» o : 1 .

Xy
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“ Ihn‘ -1:3'25, Willinm L. Mackenazie described the road -
‘ bet\{zeen Yorl! a,nd Kingston as among the Worst i;hat
huma,n foot; ever trod, and down to the latest day be-
fore the railroad era, the’ tlavellers in the Canadian
stage- coach were lucky if, when a hill had to be
ascended, or a bad spot passed, théy had 1_101/ to. ahght e
and érudae dnkle deep through the mud. The rate"
at which it ‘was pos&ub]e to travel in stage coaches -
depended on the elements In spring, When the roads
“wele}water -choked and rut-gulhed the rate mml‘lt be
-reduced to two miles-an hour for several mlles on the
worst sections. The coaches were ligble to be embed-
ded in the mud, and the Passengers had to ‘dismount
and asswt in prying them out by means of ralls obtained
from the fences e ' S

Such was the- conchblon of the roads up to, and for = -

§-é the
’means provided for the pubhc Who Were forced to use
them It can easily be conceived. that the 1nducemen’ts

for pleasure trips were -s0 questlonable that the ,-only

a considerable time after, 1830, and such we

people who Journeyed either by land or wa.ter were |

those Whose business necessw1e> compelled them to do "

50, h.ven in 1837 the only road near Toronto on.

~ ~

*Trouﬁ's Radways of C'anada,.
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which it was possible to take a drive was Yange Street,

which had been macadamized a distance of twelve -
miles. But the improvements since then, vanri the
facilities for quic}/{~ .fransit, have been very great. The
Govei'nment, ha ' spent large sums of mqney in the
con.structlon of roads and bndues. A system of
thorough O‘I‘adlnﬁ‘ and d,mma.cré has been adopted. In
vlwet swampy land the corduroy has given. place to
macadamued or gravel roads of which thére are about.
4,000 miles in the Provm}fe Old ]oo' bridges have
beem‘ﬁﬁf)é‘lse““aé‘a‘ﬁ_”tone iron, and well- -constructed
*wooden ones,:so that'in the older sections the farmer
is enabled to reach his m‘arketq Wlth) a- well-loaded
waggon during the fall and spring. * The old system of’
tolls has been pretty much done away with, and even
in the remote townships the Go?efnrnent has ‘beén
alive. to the impoi'tanc“e of uninterrupted communica-

-+ tion, and ha,s opened up g ood central highways. The

*In order to ascertain the number of miles of macadamized roads in
the Province, after hunting in vain in other quarters, T addressed a cir-
cular to the Clerk of the County Council in each county, and recewed
thirty replxes out, of thirty-seven. . From these I gathered that there
were about the number of . miles above stated. Severa replied that
they-had—mo-means.of —giving me-the-desired-information; and-others—

| —thought there were about so many miles. I was forced to the conclusion

that the roa.d accounts of the Pro,vmce were not very systematxcal]y
kept. . .
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_ batteaux and sailing vessels, as’a means of travel, };vith‘
the old steamer and its cramped up cabin in the hold,',
and its slow pace, have deqayéd Ja.nd’ rotted in the dock-

. ) -jard, and we have no;;r'swift boats, With.'sbately saloons
running frﬁom‘bowx to stérp,.ﬁtfédig Iuxurious styie, on °
either Sideé mwé of comfortable sleepihg rooms, a,na
with a table d’hdte served as well as at .a first class
-modem hotel. . Travelling by steamer now is no longer.

a tecflously drawn owﬁt vexation, but in pI‘OPltIOU.S wea-
ther a pleasure. A greater change has taken place in
our land travel, but it is much more recent. The rail-
“'road "has rooted out the étagé; except ‘tiﬁ'ﬁnimporbant
-_places‘ and you'can now take a Pullman at Toronto at
7 pm. go to. bed at the proper tlme and get up-in Mont-
real at 10.30 a.m. ‘the next day The first ra,llroad on
whloh a loogmotlve Was run was the Northern, opened -
*in 1853 -to Bradford: Since tha.t time i up to the present&
k we ha.ve buﬂt and now have fn operatlon, 3,478 miles,
- in add:’mon to 510 under construction or contracg\* ‘
Wa.shlnorton in his farewell a,ddress says: “ Promote s

~ then, as an obJect of prlmaly importance, institutions

", -« for the general déﬁ“usxon of knowledge. In proportion
, > T PIOPOTIOR
,MWhe—s‘ﬁrucburefof a gOVernment crlves foree to publrc

* This is excluswe of the C. P R.
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“opinion, it is essential that'p‘ﬁblic opinion should be.
] enlightened ”* Fifty years ago, education, even in the
older and more enlightened countnes dul not receive
that attention which its i portance to the well- being "
of socmty and the state demanded, and 1t is only*during '
#ecent yea.rs comparatively spea,kmo that thé educmtlon
of the massés has been systematically attempted.” In-
‘ deed, it used to be thought/by men of birth and culture
that to educate the peof ’
fusion—that ignorance yas their normal eondltlon and -
‘that any depa,rture therefrom would mcrea,se their -
‘mlsery and. dlscontent Those notlons have happily,
. been explodef;l, and }t is found that educa,tgon is the
best corrective to the evils that used to aﬁ‘liet society .
and distirb the general pea.ce.' It goes hand in hand
T with religion and :‘g(()od order, and so_convinced have
our rulers beeeuee of its. inlportnnce to the‘genera‘l weal,
that not only free but compulsory edﬂca.tlon ha.s become
:the la.w of the lan& _ 1t is not to-be Wondered at that
half a century ago our s,chool system—if we could be
said to have one—-was defectlve Our sxtua.tlon and
the clrcumsta,n_cps/fn which-we were p¥&eed were not

favoura.l?e“é the promotlon of genera,l education. The

spa.rseness of the popula.tlon a.nd the extent of terntory

¥ BN
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g o‘vef which it wWai,s scattered increased the difﬁcpity; <
) but its imfmrta'rice Was not overlooked, and in the é;a,,rly' o
- . days of the Pro%ri}ice grants of land were rfla:dé for N
» ,eduéa;tioné,l purposes: The first classieal. séhdol-ixi-'
~deed the first school of slny Eind-_—wa‘s ‘opevned in King-
/ - ston, by Dr Stuart, in 1785; and the Afirst\common . * ‘
et ‘ écbo(‘)l was taught by J. Clark, in Ere\de\i"ltcksb:i&g, 1'786. |
. %' In 1807 ‘an' Act was’ pass/éd, to establish’ ‘grammar )

}

- o 1
© schools in the various districts, with a grant of £100
- to each. "But it'was not ungil 1816 that the govern.

’ / .ment took lj/’g,}nyf;stepsﬁ tow;é’,rds establishing p&inmog B

schools. ' The Liéutenant-Govépnox; in his Speecl{ from
the Thronz on opening the House, jix; January, 1830,
N LA >, - to - - ’
' €The necessity of reforming the Royal Grammar -
‘ School was evident, from your Report at the, close of
" - ' the session.” By ‘the establishing of a college at York,
- # under the guidance of an able magster, the object which
“+we_have' In view will, I trust, be speedily attained.
.The delay that may take place in‘revising the charter -
‘of the -University, or in framing one ‘suitable to the .
Provinee and the intention of the endowment, must, in
fact, under pregent circumstances, tend to the advance-
. ment of ‘the institution; as its use depended on the
~ actual state o education i®the Province, Disi ersed | .
@the'pop ation“is over an extensive territory, a’
géneral ,eﬁizjency-in the common schools cannot be ex- -

) ,-par rly-whilst the salaries of the masters -
will not admit of their devoting their whole time %o -
their profession.” .. — o

€

-
~ .,
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" Asfaras rhy recollectlon goes, the teachers were gen--

“erally of a very inferior order, and rarely possessed more
than a smattering of the rudlments of grammar and-
anthmetlc As the G'overnor pomts out,- they were
poorly pald and boarded around 7 the nelcrhbourhood
But 1t is not 1mprobable that they generally recewed
- ) all theu' serv19es Were worth, In tbose ‘days most of
.‘ the*countly youth who could manacre %o get to schoal
m wmter were content if they leamed to read “and
wnte and to Wade through ﬁgures as far as the Rule of
Three) “Of course ‘there were exceptions; ﬁzs also with
) thfe teachers but O‘enera,lly this was the extent of
the aspiration of the- rising generation, and.it Wasnot .
necessary for the teacher to ‘be, profoundly learned to
: lead them as far as they wished to go. I knet an ofii/\
farmer of consuierable wealth vvfho would not allow his \J " (
boys to go to school, becanse he said; if the hey learned/ e
" toreadand write they mlo'ht forge notes. He evlde'ntly .
cOnsxdered “a, Tittle learnf'no' a’ dangexous thmg, a,nd' '
. must heve h&d’ & very low estlm,ate of the mora,l tone
* of his oﬁ'sprmb,, if hehad any conceptlon of mora.htyA
. at all. However the safeguard of i wnora,nce thlch the

old man, succeeded in- thr?wmu a,round hqs fhmily dld
not saVe them, for the all turned out ba,d.ly

.r‘ .
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The books in use were M urré,y’s Gré,mﬁna,t, Murray's
English Reader, Walker's Dictionaty, Gbldsmith’s\é-nd‘
Morse’s Geography, Mavor’s Spelling Book; Walkin-
- game’s and Adam’s Arithmetic, - The pupil who could )
mastéyr this course o% stu;dy'viras prepérefi, so far as
the ‘education Within reach could fit him, to under- o
take the respon'sibilities of life; and it was generally
~acquired at the expense of a daﬁly. walk of several iniles

through deep snow and intense cold, with books and -
dinner-basket in hand. ' S

/" The school-houses where the youth were . taught
were in keepiné ith the extent, of instruétion received (
' within Jthem". “The were iﬁvariéibly small, with low
ceilings, badly kg ted, and without ventilition, The

floor was of rough piﬁe lg'oards laid loose, with cracks

between them that were g standing menace to Jack- .

 knives and sléﬁe/‘péncﬂg* The seats and desks were «
- of the same mg,tériail, roughly planed- and r‘udely‘_put
Mtoéethe‘r._ T.h’e. seats were arranged aroﬁnd kthe“r(.)om_
on three sides, without any support for the back, and
all the scholars'sat facing each other, tﬁe girls on one
side and the boys on the ot_ﬂer. ‘The ‘Seats across the

ehd were debatable ground betw‘reen‘ the;two, but fin-,

—_— P e
. ¥ Atlantic Mnthly,
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~ ally came to be monopolized by the larger boys and
" girls who, by’ some strange law of attraction, gravitated
together. ' Between was an open space in which the
stove stood, and when classes were drawn 'up to récite,
‘the teacher’s deg,k stood at the end facing the door, and
so enabled the teachér to take in-the school at a
" glance.. But the order maintained was often very bad.
" In fact it would be safe to say the greatest disorder gén-‘
e;‘ally-prevailed. The noise of reqitationé, a,nd the buzz
\and’dr(_me of the scholars at their lessons, was some-
times i'ntolera'.bls, and one mig}it as well try to s.t,udy
in the noisy caw-caw of a rookery. Occasionally
étraff;ge performances were enacted in those country
sché)ol-rooms. - I remember a little boy; be:t,ween seven
and eight years old getting a severe édiliug for mis-
. spelling a sfmplé word of two syllables, and as I hap- -
- pened te be the little boy I haye some reason to recol-
i_ect ‘the circumstance. The mistake’ certainly did not
merit the castigation; th_e marks of which I carried on
my back for 1hany days, and it led to a revolt in the X
school -which ternqinated disas‘trouély to the teacher.
Two strong young men attending the sch:ool remon- -

.é.tn&ts_d_wd_th_tbs_mg_si:_e_w(vzho_w_as_an,_imsg,il%l;e_EnglisL_«

l-na.n, during'thé‘ progre¥s of my punishmenf, and they
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were given to understa.nd that, if they d1d not ho]d
their peace they would get a taste of the same, where-

; upon they immediabely colla,led the teacher. A~fber a
brief tussle around the room during which some of the |
benches were overtumed the pedavodue was thrown
on the floor, a,nd then one took him by the nape of
- the neck, and\ the other by the heels, and- he was
thrown out of doors in the snow. - There weleL?m‘

’ more lessons heard that day On the next an investi-
gatlon followed when “the teacher was dismissed, and
those guilty of the, act of lnsubordmabmn were a,thuon-
1shed — K

Dr Thomas Ro 1ph thus refera to thekstate of schools

two years later: « It is really.melancholy ﬂ) traverse
the Proyince and go.into many of the.common schools ;

you find a brood of children, instructed by some Antl-

“British adventurer, 1nstilhn9' into the yeung and ten--

der mind sentiments hostile to'the parent State; false

accounts of the late war in- which Great Bmtam was’

' engaged with the United States; geogr aphy setting.

forth New York, Phlla,delphxa Boston &c asthe la,rore%t

~ and finest cities in the world; hlstorlcal reading books

describing the American. popul&tlon as the_most free

and»enh&htened undér heaven, insisting on the super-

lority of ‘threir laws and institutions to those of allj the
world, in defighce of “the agrarian. outrages and mob

. supremacy daily ‘witnessed and lamented and“ Amer-

* ican spelling books, dictioraries, and gramumars, teach-

- ing them an Anti-British. dmlecLalnd_ldmm» Al though

~ living in a British Provmce and being subjects to the

s British Crown.

£




FIFTY YEARS AGO.'.J s 161

" There was a Board of Educamon cons1sf,1n<r of five
members appomted to each district, wh\‘h/d the 6’@1‘-
10'h’o of the sehools Each school sectxon met a,nnua,lly
at Wha,t was called the School meetin z, and appomted
three trustees, whe enrra,tved teachere, and su,perm«hend—
ed.the Ueneral management of the schools in their sec--
tion. The law %qmre& that every teacher should be
a British subject,~or that he should take the oath’ of*
a.llecna,nce He was, paid a fee of fifteen shillings per

- qua,rter for each scholar, and received & further sum __

eﬁi‘&wo fromtlieﬁ(}overnment 1f there Were not fewer N

\
‘\ﬂ?xa,n twenty ‘scholars taught‘in ‘the school.
K“
Upper Canada Colleve, the only one in ‘the Provmce
bega.n this year (1830) under the manavement of Dr.

_Harris Gra,ntha,m Aca,d,emy, in the N 1a<mra D1strlct

was mcorporate(f and%hejﬁ &dllfst Conference ° ap«

pointed a Cmnmﬂotee to take up subswlphons‘to bulld

an academy and select a site. The last named,” Wben -

B‘uilt 'wa.s located at Cobo‘urg, and th&buildiim which
Was” begun in 1832 was completed in 1836 When the -
school was opened. There Were 11 dlstnct %nd 182
:‘ common sch<ools with an dtbendance of 3677 ‘and an
- expendlture of £3,866 11s. 6ld ST
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‘There yvas very htﬂ(—r change in our schot)l laws for/L/

several years Grants were annually made in ald/ of
common schools but—there was no. system in the expen—
diture ; consequently fh}? wood effected was not very
apparent.. The first really. practxcal s¢hool law was
= /pa,SSed in 1841, the next year “when the umon of the
- Provmces went into, eﬁ'ect and in 1844 Dr.- Ryerson . .
was a,ppomted Chief Supermtendent .of Educa,tlon for : :,
Upper Canada, which office he. held for th1rty -two .
years Dum( that time, thrqubh bm\]nfiefdtwable
“labours, . .our school laws have been moulded and per—“ :
feeted \mtll it is safe to say we have the most com-
prte and efficient school sy stem in the world, The
N Vmﬁuence ity has exermsed on the mtellectual develop
fent of tﬁe people has been very greab and it is ‘butf
- reasona,ble to exppct thap it will continue to xa)lséthe
. . standard. of- mtellmence and’ “high moral chamcter
~ throuohout the land: rewﬂo/ve;“;ment has, from the -
‘very ﬁlst mamfested an eatnest desire, to plomotel
educatlon in the Bxgvmce ~During Dr. Ryer son 5 10110' .
term of ofﬁce it hbemlly sulg\he&mm with the necees- -
g «sary means for ma’ourmg his plans and 1ntr6ducm<r such
- “Ineasures as‘wmﬂd pla e our. educatlonal\system on the ~ -

best tootmg t,na,t could—be*dev?sed;T—hisﬁha&been




f”
i

. ,,/’ FIFTY YEARS AGJb ~ 163

', ‘ accomphsheﬂ m a way that does !l'i@om not only to
" the hea.d that conce1ved it, but to the enhwhtened
hberahty of the - Government thaE seconaed the untir- .
ing energy of the man who wrouoht it out ’
© The adv antages whlchﬁj;he youth of Ontarlo £6- day
' possess in-acquiring an education_ovér the time When_£-
I was ﬁrst sent to school w1tmbasket in hand
trudging along throucrh mud or snow ‘to the old school-
house by the road side, Wh” re I was perched upon a
high pine benchf w1thout a back with a Ma,)ox s spell="~
" ing book 1nvfand to becm the foundatlon of my edu- )
'.'catlon ‘are so many and dreaﬂb« that it is dlﬁicult to
"lbjrealue the- state of thmtrs thab existed, or that men of
\mteﬁwence should have selecéed/ such i&ryfm/d’ un-
- attra,ct,lve method 0? 1mpzntmo instruetion to ehlldlen
. of. tendel years. It is to be fealed that there are man)
L of our Canadlan youffh who do not appreciate the van-
| tage ground they oceupy, nor the 1nv1tnrcr oppo1tun1—
tles that\kxe withi thg reach of all to obtain a crenex- "
{Il:e;n\absshmely nothing.to prevent S/
.any young’ person possessmg ﬂxe smallest spark of am / .

" ous educalivn.

‘bmoh fro acqulrmd 1t and q'\akmo' hlmself a-‘useful
: me/mbgr oﬁ soc1et;y = It is the only tlnn says Miltén,. - _
T in b Ertera«fy~Musmgs »_« Whlch:_ hbs_sa, man to . o

7
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perform Justly, skllfully, and.- macrna.mmously, all -
the offices both prlvate and pubhc of peace and war.”
4J?here seems to be a orrowmcr dlsposn;lon in the-pub-
llc mind to. do avsa,y with thé first important educa-
/tlonal landmark ‘established in.the Province. Why”
thls should be, or why its mﬂuence for’ﬂ/ood should at
‘ any time have been so-much crippled as even to mve
 Jvecasion to call its usefulness in question seeﬁsbraucre
Onpe* Xvould think ’chat its intimate corinection Wlth
— (1/%;1); history ; the 0°00(3l work accomphshed by it,
and the number, of men who ha.ve passed out of it to
. =fill. the highest pubhc positions in the. 0’1Tt\of the Pxov-
ince, would save it from violent ha.nd's, and furnish
: ample reasons for dev1s1n0 means to resuscitate it, if
1t needs 1esuscxtatlon and to place_it in-a p031tlon to
) ho?td its own Wlth the various institutions that have
: come into existence since it§ doors were first thrown

- Open to the: _young aspirants for a hwher educa,tlon

2

half a century ago. ; ;
-, The opemncr of Upper Canada,\Collt\}meiﬁ\lSQiO gave .
"~ an 1mpetus to educatlon which soon bewa,n t5be Folt~
" throughout the Provmi:e It was 1mpos51b1e, in the .

' .. nature of thmga,—tha.t with i mcrea.smb population and

Weaflth there should be no a.dvance n; our educatmnal

Q\, - » .

N\
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status. If the forty-six -years tha.t had passed had

been. almost exclusively devoted to clearing away . -

the bush and tilling the land, a time had now -

\)
. arrived when ma,tters of hwher 1mport to future,

. success and enjovment preqsed themselves upon the

attention of tfc pepple. ,The farm could not prodtce -

all the 1equ1rements of hfe nor furnish congenial- e-

ployment to many actlve;mmds ~The-surplus products

of the field and fmest,_m order to become available as -

a.purchasing power, had to ~be converted info money,

and this set in motion the various appliances of com-

merce. Vessels were r‘meeded to carry their produce —

. to market, and merchants to purchase it, who, in turn,

supplied the mu]tlfar{ous wants of the housghe}c}

_Then came the 1 mecha,mc and the professmnal man, and-
- with the' latter educatlon was a necessity. It was .

not to be expected that the tastes of the rising gen--

eration” would always run in the same groove with
the pr ecedmg, and as wealth and popula‘mon increased,
so did the opemnds for advancement in other pursuits ;

" and-scores of active young men throucrhout the Provm«':e

- were only too anxious to seize upon every opportumty -

that offered to push their Wa»y up in life. Hence it

happened that when Upper Canada College first “threw -
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open its d001s moré than a hundred younO* men enrolled
their names. " In a comparatlvely short tlme the need
for ‘greater facilities urged the establishment of other
educational institutions, and-this 1e~d tclgtill grea’be‘r'
effort to meet the want, * Again, as the question pressed
itself more and more upon the public mind, laws were’
enacted and érrafﬂ:s roade to ﬁirthér' in every way —so
desirable an object.. Hence, what was a crude and

] madequate school organization prlor tO\ 1830 at that

- -tifne- and afterwardb began to assume a 1more con-
< - crete sba,pe and continued to 1mprove until 1t has »
Urown into a system of which the cmmtry ma,y well

- be proud ) ]

"The contrast we are enabled to present is wonderful

_in every 1espect Slnce the parent collewe opened its.

-

doors - to the anxious youths of the P,rovmce “five -
un1vers1t1es and the same number of colleges have
- "come into ex1stence - The facultie® of these several
‘ institutions are presxded over by men of learnmg and
'ablhty.. They are amply furnished with libraries,
-appamagsuhs and all the modern requirements ‘of first-
e}a,ss>educ;x.tional institutions. Their united roll§ show

, an attendance of about] 500 students last year. Thete
~are 10 Colleglate Instltutes and 94 H]O‘h Schools with

~
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an attendance of 12, 136 puplls 5 147 Publlc Schools
rwthh 494,424 enrolied scholars’ amd 1 the total xece1pts ’
. for school pmposes amounted,)to $3,226,730. Besides

these, there aze-three , Ladies’ Colleges Jand several other .
TTTTT————
1mp0rtant educa,tlonama.bh@hmente “devoted entn*ely
to the education of female%\toaether with pr1vate and
select schools in almost every city and fown in the
Province, many of Wlnch st‘md very' hlo'h in. pubhe

estlmatlon There are two Normal Schools for the

;,. . training of teachers The one in Toronto has been in
existence for 29 years and ls“ so well known that it is
unnecessar y&'or me to attempt, any descmptlon\“f it.”
The total nuﬁlber of admlssxons since its foundatlon
have been 8,269.” The" OttaWa, sehool Whlch has been ‘

S in opera,tlon about two-years, has admltted 43 ree .,
~other 1mportant educatlonal mstltul:“lons have been

- . established by the Government in differént pa,1ts ef\the

- Provmce The Dea.f and” Dumb Inshtute ab _Belle-
- ville is pleasantly s1tuate@ on the shore of the Bay of
Quinté, -a Tittle west of the cﬂzy The number m1

. a,ttendance is ‘)69 and the cost of maintenance for the

past year $38 589. The Institute for the Blind at

- ‘s“‘(_\Brantford numbers 200 inmates, and the annual expen-

dlture is about $30, 000 . These mstltutlons erected at

e
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a very large. outlay are admlrably eq,ulpped and under S -
the best managcment, “and prove a great Toon to the ‘1 |
\mfmtunate classes for whom they were established.
“The Agricultural Colleﬂe at Guelp for the training of
young men in scit en‘ﬁﬁc and practlcal husbzmdry, though
in its infancy, is a step in the right « direction, and must
exercise a beneficial influence ItpOI\'l the, agncultural
interests of the country. Of med1caﬂl;:orpomt1qns and
schools, there are - the Couﬂcil‘ of| the College of
Physmlans and Suroreons of Ontano _the Faculty of

the “Toronto School of Medicine Trinity Medlcal
. School Royal College of Physmlans\a 4
Canada Medical Assocxatlon Ontario College of Phar- , .a- )

nd Surcreons

. macy, Royal College of Deuntal Suroreons and Ontario _ »,«3

Veterinary College. There is alsoa School of Practical

- Science, now in its fourth year. This, though not a o
. 3
complete list of the educational institutions and schools , é‘v :
.. of the Province, will nevertheless give a pretty correct %
¥

idea of the progress made durmg the ﬁfty years that

are gone..

] The acedmmo&atlon furmshed by the school sectlons

e throughout ‘the country has kept pace with-the pro-
- grebs of the times. As a rule the school houses are

' —commodlous and are built Wlth an eye to the health -
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and comfort of the pupils. The.oldpine benches and

desks have disappeared before the march of improve-

‘ment—-my recollection of them is anything but agree-

able—and the school-rooms are furnished With com-
fortable seats and desks combmed“—'i’he chlldren are
no longer crowded/ together in small, unventilated

Tooms. Blackboards, maps and apparatus are furnished

and a uniform course of study is pursued, so that each

Public School is a stéppinGJStOne to the High School,-

and upward to “the Collerre or University. Great

. a,ttentlon “has been pald by the }gducatwn Depart-

- ment, to thg selection of a uniform serigs of text -,

-books throughout. the. course, adapted to the age and

1nte111crence of the scholars; and if . a.ny fault ‘can be

found with 1, 1 thmk it should be in the number :

The yarlety reqalred in a full course—even of English

study—is a serious matter® The authorities, however, -
- . have laboured earnestly to remove-every difficulty that
“lies in the stum’s path, and to make the Wéy.éif\tra,c-_r_

tive and easy. That they have succeeded to a very
‘great extent is evident from the. highly s*;is»factory‘

report recently presented by the Minister of Edutation

‘ Wlth the mcreasmg desire for a better educa,tmn‘there

)
)

>
\
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* Po| all schools. " Trained teachers only are employed; -

\

,\,,
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: ‘;eems to be a growing tendency on the n the part of young
men to avail themselves of such aiﬂé’aéghall push ‘thiem
'~ towards_the oblect in view with the sma,llesﬁ)nount. _
of work; and instead of applying themselves with
| energy and determination to overcome the dlfﬁcultles’
Vtha,t face theni iz mms branthes of study, they resort
to the keys that ma,y be had in amy -beokstore. It is
»-'_needless to repeat What expericnce has prOVed in”
/' thousands of instances, that the young man~who goes

alrbu‘gh' his mathematical course by the aid of hhﬁ‘é;e,

i ¥ B BN L et M X5
® -

o or through his classical rstudies by t};é use of trans-

latlons will never make a scholar -‘Permanent success

o

- _in any department of life depends on earnest work,
“and the ‘more “arduous, the toil to secute-an object, so
much the more is it prized -when won. Furthermore,
it i§ certain to prove more lasting and beneﬁcizl
The saime causes that hindered the progress of educa-
tion also retar ded the advance @f: religion. The first
“years of a settler’s life are “yéars’ of“ um em1tt1no' toil; a
str@e in “fact, for \/emstenée/ Yet, tho/u@h settlers
had now in a measure overcome their greater difficul= ~
‘ fles the one absorbing” thought that hadwgfeuﬁﬂ/_/
" way into the very. marrow of their life still pressed its .

claims upon their attention. ,‘The~paramoﬁnb queétioﬂ .
; \ n C 8
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W1th them had been how to gm the world. - They
*were cut off, too, from all the amenities of society, and’
. were scattered over a new country, Wblch pnor to thelr
coming, had been the home of-the Indlan—where a,ll
the requlrements of cwlhza,tlon had to be planted and .
cultivated an }w~ They had but barely” reached a
p/m(ﬁ;ally much atfention could be devoted to___

anythmor but the very practlca,l aim of cra,mlno their :(

“daily bread. It will readily ‘oe admitted that there is
no condition in life that can afford to put away relig-

O

A, " ) ’ '
: T \ .
_ " e ae .l—“i i A e fl
R P DO MM ST .5 AT YR O MO AT G st s
g v » t.
N

. ious 1nstruct10n, and there is no doubt that the (people
a} first missed these privileges, and often thqugh‘ﬁ of

' “the time Wileﬁ they vigsmo&’s House withregular-
1ty - But the-toil ahd 'mioil of _years had worn away
these 1ecollect10ns, and weakenéd the dem'e for sacred
thlpgs. There can be no. doubt/haft prior to, and even -
up to 1830; the religious sentiment of the greater por-
_ tion of the people was ﬁyfhing but sti'onO‘ The
‘Methodists were- among” the first, 1f not actually the
fivst, to enter the field and- call them back to the alle-
giance they owed to the God who had blessed and p plo
tected them.* Colonels Nea.lr -and \M\C\Carty began to-

s Dr. Stua.rt of Kingston, Church of Enaland was the ﬁrst mlmster
in Upper Canada? Mr. Langworth, of the same denommaﬁ'ion, in Bath ;
-and Mr. Scamerhorn, Lutheran mlmster at W:llmmsburgh next
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preach in 1788, but the la,t,te\r" was hunted{;out» of the |

country.* Three yeais later,itinerant preachers began

their work and gathered hearers, and made éonverts in
every settlement. But these men, the most of whor~
came from the United States, were looked upon w1th
susplclon-!- by many ‘who did not fall in with thelr
religious viewsj and it is not surprising tha?t. some
even wen“b S0 far as to petltlon the Leglsla,ture topass_
an Act Jvhlch should prevent their coming into the
country- to preach;, It was 8aid, and tr'uly/ when the
matter about. this was pla.ced before the Government,
" that the connection existing between’ the Methodlst
Episcopal Church of the United States’ and Canada

_ * Playter. ( . . ’ ’o
T Ihave in my possession an old manuscript book, written by my
grandfa,ther in 1796 in which this point is brought out. s Being a Quaker, ’
he naturally did not approve of tHe way those early prea,chers conducted
services. Yet he would not be likely to exaggerate what came:under his
notice. This is what he says of one he heard: “I thou"ht he exerted
" every nerve by the various positions in which he placed himself to ery,
' stamp and smite, often turning from exhortation to prayer. Entrea.tmv
the, Almighty “to thunder, or father to enable him to do it. Also, to
smite with the sword, and to use many destroying weapons, at which my
mind was led from the more proper business of worship or devotion to -
observe what appeared to me inconsistent vnth that quietude that be-
’ cometh a messenger sent from the meek Jesus to declare the glad tidings’
of the gospel. . If T compared the season to a shower, as has heretofore

been done, n; had only the appearance of a tempest of t thunder wind and
bail, destltute of the sweet refreshm" drops of a «rospgl shower

'
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was altogether a spiritual at‘.nd("lnot a political connec-
tion ; that the Methodlsts ofCanada were as loyal to
" the British Crown as any of its subjects, and had
proved it again and again in the time of trouble. Yet,

lookmo- back and remembermor the cu'cumsta.nceo under

, -\
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. Wh1ch the people came, it does not s seem so very strange
to us that they. should have 1ooked very doubtfully

;o
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* ~ upon-evangelists from a land whlch not onlv strlppe/
them and drove them away, but- a little later invaded
their country. Neither do we wonder that some of
' them were rouorhly treated, nor that unpleasant epi-
thets were thrown out aﬁa,mbt their followers. This
Was the outcome ‘not only of preJudlce “but, the recol-

i lectlon of i 1n3ur13's received. There were a vood many
a,ncrula,ntles ~about Christian character in-those days,
~a;;d they frebl;entlfy' stood out very sharply. They
" were not fri‘or‘ids or enemies by halves. Their preju-
dices were deéply seated, and if assailed were Hkon to
be resisted, and if pressed too closely in a controversy, =
were more disposed to use the argumentum baculmum,
as being more effectual thad the argumentum ad,

judicium. But time gradually wore away many“of

those aspemtxes and now few will deny that tlT’p‘o“sr-

tion our Province holds to-day .is to a considerable ex-
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tent owing to this large and 1nﬁuent1a.1 body of Chris- -
tians. They built the first house ‘devoted to public
quship'in the P'r/ovince; through their zeal and energy.
the people were stirred up to a sense of their religious
obligation ; their activity infused life and action into
other denominations. The people generally ‘through-

# _out the country. had the bread of life broken to them

- with regularity, so that in the year of Grace 1830 a —
new order of things was \ina.uuura,ted But ‘with all
this, a vastly different sta,té “of affairs existed then
from that now preva,xlmtr +No one could accise the
preachers of those days olmercena,ry motives, for they
were poorly paid, and carried their worldty possessions
on their backs. Their labour was arduous and unre-
mitting. They travelled trrea,t distances on foot and
on hoxbeback at all seasons and in all-weathers, to hll
appomtments through the bush—fordmg rivers, and
~.enduring hafréships and privations that. seem hardly

possible to be borne. A circuit often embraced two or

three districts. ‘The places of worship Wgre small and

far apart, and fitted up with rude pine benches, the men
A sitting on the one side and the women on the other.
~ Often forty or fifty miles would have to be fr Qverbed

from one appomtment to another, and when it was




“FIFTY YEARS AGO. 175

reached, whether at a neighbour’s house, a schoolehouse,

a barn or a meeting house, the people assembled to
hear the word, and then the preacher took his wayo to
_the next place on his circuit. .

‘Mr. Vanest says: “In summer we crossed ferries, and -
in winter we rode much on ice. Our appointment was
‘thirty-four miles distant, without any stopping-place.
Most of the way was thr ough the Indian’s land—other-
wise called the Mohawk Woods. In summer used to

. stop half-way in the woods and turn my horse out
where the Indians had had -their fires. In winter I.
would take some oats in“mny saddle-bags, and make a
place in the snow to-feed ‘my horse. In many places
there were trees fallen across the path; which made it
difficult to get around in deep snow. I would ask the
Indians Why they did not cut out the trees. One said,
‘Indlan like deer; when'he no cross:under, he jump
over, ‘There was seldom any travelling that way,

" which made it bad in deep'snow. At one time when .
the snow was deep, I went \on the ice till T could see,

' clear water, so I thought it time to go ashore. I got off
my horse a,nd led hlm and l¥he ice cracked at every
step. If I had broken through, there would have been
nothing but death for us both. I got to the woods in
deepsnow, and _travelled up the shore till T found a
smak house wheir-1' found the course of my path,

_ keeping.a good look-out for the marked trees. I at
last foun y appointtuent about seven o’clock. If I
had missed my path I do not know what would have
become of me. At my stopping-place the family had
no bread or meal to make any.of, till they borrowed some
of a neighbour; so I got my dinner and supper about
eleven o'clockon Satuleda,y night. OnSabbathIpreached.
On Monday I rode about four miles, crossed the Bay -
(Quinté), and then rode seventeen mﬂeb through the

——,
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woods without seeing a house preached\and met a class
for a day’s work

: ! ;@AnotheLwrlte says: “ Wehad to go twenty miles
without seeing a \house, and e uulded by marked
: trees, there bemtr o roads. At oné-time my colleague
was lost in fretbﬁw through the woods, when the
wolves beoa.n ‘to- Howl around him, and thé poor man
felt much a,la,rmed but he got throucrh uphurt.” *

These incidents occurred some yea;r&before the date .
" of which I speak, but the same g}’nd of adventures
were happgning still. It did ne; take long to get
..away. from the three or four concessions that stretched

-~ along the bay and lakes, and outside; of civilization.

tov
N 28

I remember 0'01110' w1t.h m father and mother, about

1835, on a.visit to*a,n\ugcle ‘who had setﬂed in the‘
_bush, + just ten miles away, d.Ild in that distance ,we
: tla.velled a wood road for more than five mlles The g

sx}ow was deep and the day cold. We came out upon

.

the clea,ring of a few acres, and drove up to the door -
of the small log house, the only one then to be seen. o H '
The tall trees which environed the few acres cal\\red A '7 .
out of the heart of the bush “waved their nakéed B |
bra,nches( as if mocking at the atte;mpt to ‘put theim

* Dr. Carroll. / .
+ This was in the oidest set.tled part of the P&ov'frice—-the Ba,y of
anté . .
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“‘a:wa;y,.« The “stumps thrust their -heads up through /
the snow on every hand, and wore. their winter caps .
with a jaunty look, as 1f they - too «lid not intend to
give up possession vnthout a: stluocrle The horses

" were put in the log stable and after “a.rmincg our-
selves we had supper, and then gatheled round the

: chcerful fire. When ‘bed-tirte came we ascended to
our sleeping room by a ladder my father carrying me
up in his arms. een long in bed when &
pack of wolves gathered round the place and began to

E howl }ﬁakmw through all-the night a most dismal and

‘ frlohtful n01ee Sleep was out of the questlon and for
many a nwht after that I was haunted by packs of |
howhnnr wolves. On our retuln the next da) Lexpect-

. ed every moment to see them cowe dash ing down upon
us until we got clear of the “oods 'llns nelghboul-

: hood 1s now one of the fincst in the Province, and for ’

: mlles fine houses and spacious well- kept barns and out- :

houses are to be seen on every farm. -

T have been una.ble to get at any correct data re-

specting the number of adherents of the various

" Henommatrons*mﬁhe ~Province for the year 1830.. TheN ,

“total number of n\mlstele dld not teach 150, Whlle they

/\/
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~ now exceed 2,500.*% vThere; ‘were Uut three churches in
Toronto, then called York. : One of fthe’sg was an Episco-
palian Church, éccupyin'g the present site of St.J ames’s
Cathedral. Tt was a plain wooden structure, 50 by 40,

with its gables facing east and west ;' the entrance

s bemO' by a single door off Church Street 1‘ The others

" were a Presbyterlan and a Methodlst church. The
latter was built in 1818, 'and was a lons,r, low.. build 1ng,
40 by 60. In the oablf‘/eﬁd/fﬁ'éﬁim«; Kmov Street were
two-doors, one for each sex, the men oecupymg,the
right a;nd the women the left side of theroom. It was
warmed in winter by a rudely constructed sheet-iron
stove. The usual mode of lighting it for night sérvices

“was by tallow candles placed in sconces a,lono the

walls, and in candlesticks in the pulpit. I am sure T
shall be safe in saying that there were not 150 churches
or chapel's all'told in the Province.. All of them were

" small and many of them were of the most humble char-

a,cter There are probably as many cleraymen and more

tha,n half a,s many chmches in Toronto DOV, as there

and 32 Church of - Envla.nd For the last I am mdebted to Dr
Sca.ddmer

+ Toronto of Old.
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were'in all Upper C‘tnada ﬁf/cy yeaurs ago. The differ- -
ence does not consnst in the number of the latter alones
but in the size and character of the st:l‘;étures The
beautlful -and commodlous churches, ‘with their ]ofty 8
spires and’ richly arrangied interiors that-meet T, the gaze
on every hand ofito, have not inappropriately

iverl'it it the 1 proud. tltlJ] of “the mty of churches ” atid
there are several of them, ‘any one of Whlch would com-
fortably seat the entlré populatlon of York in the day;
of which I ha,ve{poke .~ There were no organs; and I
am not sure that ther were any in America. Indeed,
i there“had been ﬁh orood people of those days would
> ~have objected to thenr use " Those Who remember the
three e ?ﬂy churches I have mentloned—and those who
do not can readily pxéture them with their ﬁttlnos and .-
seating capacity—will recall the dim, lurid hght cast on

the audience b he ickerinor candles Turn, now, for_

. with a blaze of light. “Now the great organ heaves
™, f -

’
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its thrilling thunders, compressing air inte music, and ™

rolling it forth upon the soul.” Surely the contrast is

almost incredible, and what we have said’on this point

0,
N

\ZL_

in regard to Toronto may be said of every city, town,

village or country place in the Province: -

It wﬂ{;‘be proper to notice here that from the, setl;lé:i\

. ment of the couritry up to 1831, marriage could only

be legally solemnized by a minister of the Church of
England, or gf the established Church of Scotland.
There was a provi‘siog which emﬁowered a justice of
the peace or a bémmahding officer to’ perform the rite
in cases Where there was no minister, or where the
partics hved eighteen miles from a church. In .1831
an Aet. Wa,s passed maklnd it lawful for ministers of
other denominations to solemnize ‘ma,trnnony,.,and to
confirny marriages previously contracted. This act of
tardy justice gave great satisfaction to the péople.
The day for chedp books, periodicals and newspapers
had not then arrived. There were but few. of .any
kind in the countf)lf, and those that were to be found

possessed few attractions for either old or youn& ‘The
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- arduous lives.led by the people precluded the caltiva-

—tron*of*aﬁ'lﬁeﬁOﬁeadIno’**Persons*’" who t01l ea,rly

and laﬁe, week in and week -out, have very little-
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mclma,tlon for anythm in’ the way of literary re-

_ creation. " When the mhht came, the weary body

- demanded rest, and peop e’ sought their beds early.

Consequently the: few old volumes piled away on a

shelf remained there undisturbed. Bacon says: “ Some -
books-are to-be tasted, others to bé “swallowed, and

some to be chewed and digested ;" and he might have

a.dded—“ others Qtill\)co. be left alone:” \At all events

the last was the preva.lhnor sentiment in those days.

- . IHO not know that the fault was a,lton*other w1th the

books. It is true that those generally to be seen were
either doctrmal sworks, or what might be termed
heavy readm reqmrma a trood a.ppemte and strong

dlo‘estlve powers to get through, Wlth them They

controversmsv that had found their way into the coun-
try in its inféncy ; and though the age tha,i'; delighted
in such ‘mental | pabulum ‘had passed away, these
literary ploneers held their ground because the time

had not arrived for the, people to feel the neces31ty of

cultwatmg the mind as well as providing for the -

wants of the body. Seneca says: “ Leisure without

_ were the relies of a past age, survivors of obsolete _

. books is the sepujchre of the living soul;” but books

o w1thout Ielaure are practically valueless, and hence it
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_made but little diﬁ'erenpe with 01/11/* grandfathers what
the few they i)os,sessed éonfoained.* Some year's had
to pass dvs}ay before the need of them.began to be fels.
In a country, as we have a,lready said; where intelli-
gence c«;mmanded respect but did not 01ve priority ;
where the- best_accomplishment was to get on 1n the
world; where the standard of educ.a,tlon seldom rose |

{ hwher :than to be able to read write, and solve a \

s simplé sum in arithmetic, the absence of entertaining
and instructive books was nob felt to be a serious loss.

But with the rapidly in?:re:al"éing facilities for moving

about, and the growth of. trade and commerce, the

~ *From an inventory of my grandfather’s personal effects I anFenabled
o give what would have been considered a large collection of books in
those days. AsI have said before, he was a Quaker, which will account
for the cﬁaractgr of a number\_‘of the books; and by changing these to
volumes in accord with the religious tenets of the owner, the reader will
get a very good idea of the kind of litérature to be found in the houses
of intelligent and well-to-do people :—1 large P}lble ‘3 Clarkson’s works, |
1 Bucha.n s Domestic Medicine, 1 Elliot’s \Iedufal’Pocket Book, 1 Lewis's .
Dlspensatory, 1" Franklin’s Sermons, 1 Stackhouse’s -History of the .
Bible, ’2 Brown’s Union Gazetteer, 1 16th Report of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, 1 History United States,-1- Elias “Hicks’s Ser-

.mons, 2 Newton’s Letters, 1. Ricketson on Health, rJ essy Kerzey, 1
Memorials of a Deceased Friend, 1 Hervﬁys Meditations, 1 Reply to
Hibard, 1 Job's Scot’s Journal, 1 Barclayon Church Government 1 M.

T iver on Shakerism, 1 Works of Dr. Ftauklm 1 Journal of Richard )
_ Dauvis, 1 Tessons fnomScnpj;ure,LEmket’s Lessons,jLEownalkLSequelb -
to English Reader, Maps of United States, State of New York, Eng-

land, Ireland and Scotland, and Holland Purchase. >
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people were brought more frequently into contact

with " the ’i‘ntelligence and the progress of the world

. outs1de And w1th the - increase of wealth came tahe A

dLSlI‘e to take a higher stand in the social scale. The
developmeub of men’s minds, under the political and
.social changes of the day, and the advance in culture
and refinement Wthh accompanies Worldly prospemty,

- quickened the general intelligence of the people, and
create;l a derfxa,nd for books ’co read. This demand has
\bone on mcreasmg from year ‘to year, until we have

%ehed a time when we may say with the Ecclesiast:

« Of makmg of books thele is no end.” If there
. was an excuse for the a.bse;nce of books in our Can-_
adian ‘homes half a cenfury ago, and if the slight’
dranghts that were obtainable at the only fountains of- ‘
kn-owledO'e that then existed’ Were not sufficient to
crea,te a thirst for ‘more, there is l%\one now. Even the
wealth that was to a certain extent necessary to gratify
any desnre to cultivate the mind. i is no\lonaer required, .
for the one can'be obtamed free and a few cents will
~“procure the works of some of (:he best authors who \‘

have ever lived. )

\r’*‘———But*httkz had been done up to 1830 to establish

libraries, either in town or village. .Indeed the limited
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number of these, and the pursultw;tf?jple whlch
© wercalmost exclusively mral,—and that too-in a’
new country where during-half of the year the totl of

the field, and clearing away the bush the 1ema1nlng

half, occupled their constant attentlon—books were
seldom thouvht of. Stlll there[ was a mind here and
there scattered throug}i the settlements which, like the

« httle leaven,” continued to work on silently, until a

lar, cre/ portion of the “lump” had been leavenecf The °

“only public libraries whereof I hM ny tra,ce Wére at .
Kﬂwtop, E1 nesttows._and Hallowell The “first two
were in existence in 1811- 13, and ‘the last was, T
estabhshed somewhere ahbout 1821. In 1824: ‘the
Government _voted a sum of £150; to De expended:

' annually in the phrchase of books and tracts, designed
to afford moral and religious 1nstruct10u to the. people.

_ These were t0 be equally distributed throughout all
the Districts of the Province. It can readrl'“{e con-
*ceived that this small sum, however we'l mtended
when invested in books at the prices which obtamed at ~

" that time, and dletrlbuted. over the Provmce would be .
S0 hmlted as, to be hardly worbhy of notice. Eight
years prior to this, a sum of~£800_wa,sgf&nted to
estabhsh a Parhamenta &ry lerary, From f.hese smal
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becrlnmnas we have croﬁe on* mereasmrr until we have’
reached a pomt which warrants me b think, in sa.ymo'
. that no other country with the same populatlon is bettef‘,‘ '

} supplied with the best literature of the day than our
own Province. Independent of the libraries in- the
various "colleges and other.-educational %stltutlons

_ $unday schools and pnvate hbra.nes there are in the. -
Province 1 aﬁb @ree P@bhc Libraries, with 298 Vi 4.3 vol-‘ »

‘umes, value?3 t "ﬂlb 282; and the grand total of books . -
distr 1buted by t the Educational Depa,rtment, to Mechan-
Jdes’ Inbtltutes Sunday school libraries, and as prizes, is
1,398,140.% There\are also upwards‘ of one hundred °
incorporated ° Mechamcs Instltutes, with- 130, 000 vol- (}
umes, a net ‘income of $59,928, and a memberﬁhlp of \x\ :
10,785. These, accordmO* to the last Report, recelwed -
legislative grants to the amount of ‘572 885 for the yea
1879—an appropratién thdt in itself credlta.bly attedts
the ﬁnanclal and mtellectual progress of the Provmce 1‘

It is a very great p1ty ‘that a systema.blc eﬁ'ort ha.d

~not” been ma,de years ago to collect’ lnterestmg mc1- ]

*The number of volumes in the. pnnclpal/ilbranes are, as nea.rly as / {
I ean ascertain, as follows :—Parliamentary Library, Ottawa., 100,000 ; .
Pa.rha.meata.ry Library, Ontarie, 17,000 ; Toronto Uyl,vemty, 23 000 5

Y OHWO—KJWCBW 10,000 ; _Osgoode Hall, 20,000 ;
Norma.l School, 1% 000 ; Canadlan Instltute, 3,800.
tReport of the Minister of Education, 1879.
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‘dents connected with the ez;,rly settlement of the
Province. A ;7ast amount of infq:nga,tiog tha,f::WOI'_lld
" be invaluable to the future compiler of the history of
this part of the Dominioﬁ' has been irretrievably lost. (
The actors who ‘were present at the birth of the Pro-
‘vmce are gone, and many of the records-have perished.
But even now, if the Government would 1nterest itself,
much valuable material scattered through the country
might be recovere]. The Americans ha.vé%e’en a.lwa'ys
alive to thls subj Jecff ‘and are) constantly gathering up
all they can procurc rela.tmcr to the early days of their
country. More than that, they are securing early re-
bprds and rare-books on Canada wherever they can find
theiﬁ. Any one who has had occasion 1_;() -hunt up
information l'eSpectiﬁg this lfrovihée, even fifty years
" ago, knows the difficulty, and even impossibility in’
some ¢ases, of procurmg what one wants. It is ﬁardly
‘»cl/eglble that the; meortant a.nd enterprlsmg capital
_city of Torqrfto, with its numerous educational a.nd»
h pfgfeSsional institutions, is without a free puBlic library
_in keeping with its other advantages.* This is a serious .

want to the Well-iieing of our intelleci;ué,l and 'mora\).l;i

* hls—waut—has—smce—been—supphed—by—gn—excellent—]?rw Pablic
Library. . . .
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nature. The benefits conferi‘ed‘by free access to a
i ‘la,rge,\c()“lle(_:tion of standard books is incalculable, and
,cer.ta,i‘nly' if there is such a thing as retlj’ibAutive Jjustice,
it is about time it showed its hand. .
The first prmtm(r office’in tne Province was estab-
hshed by Louis Roy in Apiil, 1793,* at Newark (Ni-
ava,ra) and from-it ‘was issued the Upper Canada
Gaz ette or Amemcan Oracle,t a formidable name for
a sheet 15 in. % 9. It was an official organ and news-
paper combined, and when a weekly Journal of this
size could furnish’ the current news of the day, and the

Government notices as well, one looking -at it by the’

light of the present day cannot help. thinking that

publishing a paper was up-hill work. Other journals
were started, and, after running a brief course, ex-
- pired. When one remembers the tedious means of
communication in a country almost without roads, and
the difficulty of getting items of news, it does not seem
strange that those - early a;&v;éntures were short-lived.
~ But as time wore on one after another succeeded in
‘ getting 2 foothold and 1;1 finding its way into the

home of the settler. They were invariably small, and

* Mr. Bourinot, in his Intellcctual Development of "Canad , says, this
was in 1763, which i isno doubt a typographical error. .-
-t Toronto of .0k
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prir;té;i on coarse Paper.  Sometimes even’ this gave
out, and the printer hacdt to resort to blue wrapping
paper in ord~er to enable;him to present his readers
with the weekly literary feast, In 1839, the number
had increased from the humble beginning. in the then
- capital of Upper Canada, to éw}enty pafpelf/é//and of
these the follqwing still survive: The Chromnicle. and

< News, of Kingston, esté:blished— 1819 ; Broekville ge-

cordér, 1;8@); St. Ca,i;harines .Jouo'nal, 1824 ; Oh’;'i& .
R 208D Fuardian, 1829, There are _an in. Ontario 37
daily papers, 4 semi-weeklies, 1 tri-weekly, 282 week-
Iies; 27 monthlies, and.zsemi—mobn/thlies, ﬁlaking a
total of 853, - The ‘henour of " estat lishing the first
daily paper belbngg to the late Dr, By ker, of Kingston,
founder of the British Whig,in 1834,

There is perhaps nothing that can’ give us a better

- ideég,gf the progress the Provinee has made than a com- ‘

parison of the Papets published now with those of 1830.
The smallness of ‘the sheets, and the meagreness of
reading matter, the absence of advefb@s‘emeii\t«,‘exeept
in a.very limited way, and . the typdgraphical work,
make§us think that our fathers were a good-natured,

easy-going kind of people, or Qh&y:;mould——nex;er*ha;?e

put up Wi}?h such apologies for newspapers. Dr. Scad-
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_ding, in Toronto of Old, giv:as a number of. interesting
and a,r‘nusing items respecting the « Early Press.” He
states that the) vlvhole of the editorial matter of the
Gazette and Oracle, on the 2nd January, 1802, is the- -
following : « The Printer prese'-nts his congratulatory
coniﬁliments to_Lis customers on. the new-‘year.” --Ilf
brevity is the soul of wit, this is a%chef d’ceuvre. dn

~ another Qeéasion the publisher apologisés for the non-.
appeara}ncepf his paper-by saying: “The Printer hav- - _
.ing been called to York last week upon business, is

- humbly tendered to his readers as an apology for:the .

 Gazette's not appearing” This was anothier entire edi--

© toral, and it certainly could not huv_e' taken the reade's
lony to get at tlie pith of it. What would be said over,
such an announcement in-these days ? : :

We have every reason to feel proud of the advance

the Press has‘made, both in number and influence, in

.~ Ontario. ' The Jeading papers are ably con lucted and

liberally suppér;,éd,\and they will éomp‘are-fa{youmb'ly
with those of any c0l1;1try. Various causes have led to

“this resu}E. The prospe;oﬁs condition of the pe‘oplé; the . ~

7

increase of immigration, the springing up of railway

communication, the extension and perfecting of tele-

._f.__‘v;/ : graphy, and, more th;T\all, the completeness and effi-

)
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ciency of our school system fﬁ;dhghout the Province,

have worked changes not to be "mistakenr. These are

- the -sure indices of our progress and enlightenment ;

the unerring registers that mark our advancement as a

- _people.

™ P
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*ﬂNKS—INSURANCE—MA'BINE——TELEGBAPH cowmms—zmmms—
TRATION OF JUSTICE—MILLIN(} A WIANUFACTURES RAPID
INCREASE OF POPULATION IN CITIE%AND TOWNS—EXCERPTS
FROM ANDREW PICKEN. ’

HE only ba,nk in, the Provmce in 1830 was the‘
Bank of Upper "Canada, with a capltal of
£100,000. Theré are now nine chartered banks owned
'in Ontario; with a capital of $17,000,000, and there are
seven banks owned, with one exceptlon in the Prov-
ince of Quebec, having ofﬁces in all the prmc1pa1
towns. There are also. numbers of private banks and
loan companies, the latter representing a capltal of
L over $20 000,000. This is a prohﬁc ‘growth in half a

century, and f satisfactory evidence of material
VI

“success. , ]

Insurance has been.the growth of the last fifty
years. Duﬁng the session of the House of Assembly
in 1830, a bill was introduced to make some provision‘

against acc1dents by fire. Since then the business has

grown to immense proportmns According to the re-

turns of the Dominion Govem)ment for the 31st De-
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cember, 1879, the’ assets of C;na,dian Life, Fire, Ma-"
rine, Accident, and Guara,ntee Compames were $10,346,
58T, Bntlsh doing business in Canada, $6,838, 309.
American, ditto, $1,685,599." Of Mutual Compa,mgs_,
“ there are 94 in Ontario, with a total income for 1879. '
of $}85,579, and an expenditure of $455,861.*

‘Fifty years ago the revenue-of Upper Canada was
£112,166 13s. 4d. ; the amount of :duty collected £9,283
19s.' The e;zports amounted to £1,555,404, and the
- imports to £1,502,914. There were twenty-seven ports-
, of entry and thirty-one collectors of “customs. -grom

the last published official reports we learn that
-revenue for Ontario in 1879 was $’4,0]8,287, a,n(i that
for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1880, tile exports
were $28,063 QSO' and imports $27,869,444 ; amount of .
duty collected, %: i5 086,579 ; also.that there are ﬁft‘, -sIxX
, Ports of entry and thirty-cight outposts, with seyenty-
three ¢ollectors. .

‘One of the most interesting features in the progress
of Canada is the rapid crrowth of its maune It is
correctly stated to rank fourth as-to tonnzwe among
t}}e maritime po% of the world. The United States,

* Inspector of I/{\sura,nce Repqrt, 1880,
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with 1ts fif y-four millions of people and its immensc

coast hne, éxceeds us but by a very ht,tle while in

. ocean steamers we are ahead. In-fact, the Allan Line-

is one of the first in the world, This is something for
*j/.c/duu%ry’ with a population of only five-and-a-half
~ millions to boast of, and it is not by any means the

We have been spoken of as a people

wanting enterprise—a good-natured, phlegmatic set—

; '& ol-d 'sproved by half a century’s progress.

We have uccessfully carried out some of the grandest

enterprises on this continent. At Montreal we have

the ﬁnes docks in America. Our canals are unequalled ;
our country is intersected by railroads; every town
- and village in ‘the land is linked to its neighbour

: by:t;eleg aph wires, and we have probably mote miles

of both, according to population, than ;LDY other people.. '

i Iand posxtwn of the Provmce of Ontano, .1‘1;

is is ,easin accounted for by the pursuits of

as has been said before, were nearly al

2

agriculturists. But the produce had*to be moved; and

the case. The great water-course which led to thie
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seafﬁorts of Montreal and Quebec, owiné to the rapids
of the St. Lawrence, could only be navigated by the
batte'aux and Durham boats ; and the navigator, after :
overcoming these difficulties, and’ layan‘ his course
through the noblelake from which ourPrtwmce takes its
name, encountered the Falls.of ’\haﬂara, This was a huge
-barrler across his path which he 1%(1 no poss;b]e means
- of surmounting. When the town of Ni iagara was -
) ‘reached, Vessels had to be dlscharrred and the freight

carted round the falls to Chippawa., Thls was a tedious

matter, and a great drawback to settlement in the wes- = _

tern part of the Province. Early in the century, the
Hon. Willigm Hamilton Melmté" con@elved the plan of
connectmor Lakes™ Erie and Ontauo by a canal, and .
succeeded in getting the \Gov,‘ernment to assume the
project in, 1824. ~'It\wa;s _a great work fura, young
country to undertdke, but’ it was pushed on, and con‘i-
pleted in 1830. From that tlme to the present Vegsele
have been enabled to pass from one lake to the other
This, with the Sault Ste. Marie canal, and those of the
St Lawxence enables a vessel to pass from the head

of Lake Supemor to the ocean. The Ridean Canal, _

undertaken about the same tlme as the Welland Canal, »

was also completed in the same yea.r It was: construc- -
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ted principally for milita,ry purposes, though- at one
time a large amount of freight came’ up the Ottawa,

and thence by this canal to ngston The St. Law-

rence was the only channel for freight going east. All
the Tapids, were na\'lga,ble with the batteaux ,exéept
the Lachine, and up to 1830 there was a line .of these
boats runmng from Be]levﬂle to ‘Montreal.* Our
canal “system was completed fifty years .ago, and
all that has been done since has con51sted of enlal ging
and keepmo them in repair: .The total number of
The number of vessels composmg our marine in 1830

was'-12 steamers and 110 sailing vessels, with a tonnag

of 14, 300 ; and it is worthy of remark that at that date

the tonnage on the lakes was about equal to that of the

|

*The reader may be interested in learning the amount of pmduce %hxp
ped from the Pxoyumce in 1830, via the St. Lawrence, and the mode of 1ts
conveyance. It is certainly a marked contrast, not only to the present
facilities for'carrying freizht, but to the amount of produce, ete.,going east |
and coming west. Statement of produce imported into Lower Canada ‘
through the Port of boteau du Lac, to December 30th, 18: 30,in 5184 Durham
boats and 731 batteaux ; 160,141 bls. fAvur ; 26,084 bls. ashes ; 14,116 b s,
vork; 1,627 bls. beef ; 4, SSI bus. corn and rye ; 280,322 bus. wheat 3 1;
bls. corn'meal ; 245 bls and 935 kegs lard ; 27 bls. and 858 kegd butter 263
bls. and 29 hds. tallow ; 625 bls. anples; 216 bls.. ‘raw hidgs ; 148 hds

and 301 kegs tobacco ; ] 021 casks and 3 hds. whxskey and spirits ; 2,636 -
hoos Quantity of merchandme brought to Upp er Canada in the sume .
year, 8 244 tons—-._fournal of the House of Assembly, 1831,

¥
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Umted States The“nﬁt?riber of éteam vessels /;mw
owned by the Provmce is 380, with 657 * ballmo_ o
vessels, having a total iaenna.ove of 137,481, Whlch at $30 :
per ton Would ma.ke our shlppmcr mterest amount to-
84,124,430, . —
A great deal has been done these last few yea,ra to |
protect ‘the sailor from dlsa,ster and loss. Independent
of marine charts that give the soundmcrs of "all navi- )
ga.ble witers, buoys mark' the shoals and obstructlons o
to thé entlance of harbgurs or t,he wmdmo'b of intricate
channels and from da.ngerous "rocks and bold head-
lands, jutting out in the. course of vessels, ﬂash out
throucrh the storm and darkness of the long drea.ry
night the brilliant’ lights, from the domes of the light- -
houses, warning the sailor to keep away. Bya a system
~of revolvmcr and parti- coloured llghts the mariner is
enabled to tell wkere he i is, and to lay his course so as
to wmd the disaster that might otherwise overtake
him, There are now 149 # lighthouses in the Ontario
. division. - In 1830 there were only four. Another great
k'bdoon to-the mariners of the present day is the meteoro-
logical service, by v'vhich he is warned of ,a,pproa,ching._

“* Report Marine' and Fisheries, 1880
1 Ib.
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storms. - ‘It is only by the ald of teledraphy that this
discovery has been made practlca]ly available; and the
system has been so perfected that weather changes can
be told twenty-four hours in advance, with almost
positive eertainty. We have fourteen drum stations,
.eight of which are on Lake Ontario, four on Lake 7
| Huron and tw? on-the Genrglan Bay. . -
| The Montreal Telegraph Compa.ny, the first in Can-
f'a,da was organized in 1847. Tt has 1,647 offices in the
~D0m1n10n 12,703 miles of poles, a,nd 21, 968 of wire.

Number of messages for current year, -2, 112 161
earnings, $550,840. The Dominion Compa.ny reports
608 offices, 5,112 miles of poles, and 11,501 of wire.—
’\Tumber of messages, 734,522 ; gross émnings $229,-
994, ThlS gives a total-of 17,845 miles of teleO'ra,ph
2,282 oﬂices, 2.846,623 messages, and gross earnmgs
amounting to $780 834.* : o
. The admmlstratlon of justice cost the Province in
1830, $23,600, and according to the latest official re-
turns $274,018—a very striking proof that our pro-
pensity to litigate has kept pace with the increase of

wealth and numbers There were fo@th g o

*Annual Report of Montreal and Dominion Telegra.ph Companies,
1881, : : ) >
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Judges, of whom the Hon. J ohn Beverley Robmson was
made Chiéf Justice in 1829, at a salary of $6 000 The
remaining Judges received $3,600 each. Besitles these
there were eleven D%strlct. Judges, and in’ consequence

- of the extent of country embraced in these sections, .
.and the d1stance§1u10rs and others had to travel, the ,
Court of Sessions was held frequently in a,lte;nate ,3
places in the distriet. In the Midland District, tlps V%
court was held in Kingston and Adolphusbown The'

_ latter place hadken laid out for a town/by some far-
seeing individual, but it never even attained to the
dlcrnlty‘of a village. There  was, besides the court-
house, a tavem a foundry, a Church of Enala,nd—one)
~of the first in the Province—the old homestead of the
-Hagermans, near the wharf; a small building occupied

for atime by the father of Sir'John A. Macdon'ald asa
store,"and where the future statesman romped in his
youth and four private resulences close at hand.
When the court was held there Whlch often lasted a
week or more Judve jury, lawyels and htwa,nts had to -

be bﬂleted around the nelo'hbourhood As a rule they

fared pretty well, for the people in that sectlon were

- well off,. ‘and there was rarely any charge for board '

The c,o,drts comprised the Court of King’s Bench, the

L
A"
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Quarter Sessrons ‘and ‘Court, Of Requests The- le},tter -

FIFi['/Y Y‘EAI?» AGO.

~ was 51m11ar to- our /Division Court and ‘was prczs1ded N

' over/by a commissioner or resident maﬂrftraﬂe The \
Quarter Sessions - had control of” nearly all mummpai
o aﬁ'a,ﬂ's but When the Municipals: Law *came into’ force

these matters pa,ssed into the/ﬁands of the County ‘
‘Councils. The mgzchme*y 1n connectlon W1th the ad-:
mmrstr&tron of Jusmce has been lal O‘ely augmentcd for,
beside the additional courts, We have six Supenor
Court J udwes one Cha,ncellor _two Vice- Cha;ngellars:

,one Chl“f J ustrce thlee Queen s Bench, three Common

Plca,s three Court of Appea,r J udges, -and thirty- eml it
County Court Judges.
The manufacturing interests of the Province m 18‘%0 '
‘were very small indeed. I have beenduna,ble to put
my hand on any trustworthy mforma.tlon reapectmg
| tHis anatterﬁt that time, but flom my own recolleetlon
% .ata somewhat later ‘period, I’ know that very httle T
) had been done to supply the peop}e Wlth even tﬂe
most common articles in use._ Everythmor was 1mﬁ 3
ported,. save those thmors tha,t Wére ‘made. at home¢ .
Frofn the first grfét mill, built below ngsﬁon by th/e .
Government for the settlers—-to which my grandfather

carned hls ﬁrst ?ew bushels of Wheat in a canoe down ‘
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.the Bay of Qumté a dlstance of thlrty five mlles——the
mills in coursé or time increased to 303. They were
small, and the greater proportion -had but a smgle run
of stones. The constant dema,nd for lumber for build- -

,l ing purposes in every settlement necessitated the build- “
ing of saw-mills, and in each township, Wherever there
was a creek or stream upon which a sufficient head of
water could be procured to give power, ! there was a
rude mill, with its single upright saw. Getting out
]ogs in the winter was a partof the regular programme
Lof every farmer who had pine timber, and in spnno for
a short time, the mill was kept going, and the lumber
taken home. According: to the returns made to the
Govemment there were 429 of these mills in the Prov-
ince a,t{that time.* There were also foundmes where
ploughs and other 1mpTernents were made, a.nd a few

* fulling mills, where the home—made flannel was con-
verted into the thick coarse cloth known as full cloth, /"
a warm and serviceable article, a.sl many no doubt re-}

mem]gér. Carding machines, which had ‘almost en-.’

tirely relieved the housewife from using hand eards i'rll» '

" making rolls, were also in ex1s“tence "There were also

’brewenes a.nd dlstlllemes and a paper mill on the

4

r\:‘*Jom%na,ls,‘ House of Assembly, 1831
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> Don, at York. This was about the sum total of our

manufacturing enterprises at that date.
There are now 508 grist and flour mills—not quite
‘double the number, but owing to the greai: improve- -
ment in machinery the producing capacity has ]ar\gely
_increased. Very few mills, at the present time, have
fewer than two run of stories, and a great maﬁy have
feur, and even more, and the same may be said of the;
saw mills, of which there are 853. There are many in

the Province capable of turning out nearly as much lum-

ber in twelve months as all the mills did fifty years ago.
It is only x;vithin a few years that we have made much
ifrogress in manufactures of any kind. Whatever the
hindrances were, judging from the numerous factories
that are springing into existence all over the Dominion, -
they seem to have been fémoved, and capitalists are’
embarking their money in all kinds of manufacturing
enterprises. There is no way, as far as I know, of get-
ting at the value aﬁnually produced by-our mills and
factories, except from:the Trade and Navigation Re-
turns for 1880, and this only gives the exports, which
" are but'a fraction of the grand total. ' Our woollen :

) ,mills turned out last ‘year. upwards of $4,000,000;* of

* Monetary Times, December 17, 1881,

—
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which we exported $222,425. This does not include
the produce of what are called .custom mills. There
are 224 foundries, 285 tanneries 164 woollen mills, 74
carding and fulling mills, 137 cheese factories, 127
‘ aO’rlcultural and implement factorlee 92 breweries, 8
« boot and shoe factories, 5 button factories; 1 barley
mill, 2 carpet’ factories, 4 chemical works, 9 rope and
twine factories, 9 cotton mills, 3 treckery kilns, 11
flax mills, 4 glass works, ‘}1 gleve factories, 7 glue

factories, 9 hat factories, 12 knitting factories, 9 oaﬂ-'

meal mills, 9 organ factories, 10 piano factories, 25

- paper mills, 4 rubber factories, 6 shoddy mills, 3 sugar
refineries ; makinO' with the flour and saw mills, 2,642,
. Besides these.there are carriage, cabinet and other fac-
tories and shops, to the number of 3,848. The value
of flour exported was $1, 54«7 910; of sawn lumber,
$4, 137 062; of cheese 31, 199 973; of ﬂax $95,292;
of oa,tmea,l %21) 1315 and of other manufaetures,
$1,100,605. R

We may further illustrate the progress we have
made by giving the estimated walue of the trade in

Toronto in 1880, taken from an interesting;' article, on

-this subject which-appeared in the Globe last January.
The wholesale trade is placed at $30,650,000 ; produce,

¢
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823,000,000 ; a few leading factories, $1,770,000 ; live
~ stock, local timber tfade, coé,'l,ldistilling and brewing,
$8,910,000 ; in all, $64,330,000—a gross sum more than
ten times greater than the value of the.trade of the 4
whole Province fifty years ¢ ago.

Another interesting feature in our growth is the
rapid increase in the cities and towns. Some of these
wére not even' laid ‘out in 1830, and others hardly
deserved the humb]e appellatlon of vﬂla,nre _ The dif-
ference will, be more apparent. by giving the popula-

tion, as far ak possible, then and in 1881, when the

. last census was taken, of a number of the principal
\ h

places :—

1830. 1881.
Toronto ... g ‘s 2,860 86,445
Kingston ... . 3,587 14,003
Hamilton, including township........,...... 2,013 35,965
London, including township ................. 2,415 ——n-
Brantford, laid out in 1830.. U 9,626
Guelph, including townshlp e 778 9,890
St. Catharines (Population in 1840, 3 000)... _
Ottawa tontained 150 houses T —
Belleville, incorporated 1835 ...........ccc.
Brockville
Napanee (Population in 1845 500)
Cobourg.....ooovevninennnanen Ceeeieeas

Peterboro’, 1aid out in 1826

Lindsay,
Barrie,
. Ingersoll,
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18305 1881,

- Woodstock (Population.in 1845, 1,085) - 5,373
Chatham, settled in 1830:..................... 7,881
Stratford, laid out in 1833 8,240
Sarnia, laid out in 1833 e T 38m

. T hope the humble effort Whave made to show what
- we Upper Canagdians have done dufing the fifty years
that are gone will induce some one better qualified to -
go pver the same ground, and p{1t it in & more attrac-
tive and effective shape. It isa period in our lﬁs%ty
which must ever demand attention, and although our,
( Province had been settled for- nemly half a century prior -
to 18 30, it was not until after that date that men of _
1ntelhgence began to look” around them, and take an
active interest in shaping the future of their country:
‘There were, many failures, but the- prabtieal sense o/f/—
the people surmounted them, and pushed on. All weré
‘awake to the value of their heri itage, a,nd contributed
their share to’ extend its influence ; and so we have
" gone 071 breasting manfylly political, commercial and
other difficulties, but always advancing ; andnwha.tevpr‘
may be said about the growth of other par"té of America,
figures will show that- Canala is to the front. ‘At the
rcgv'tnciaﬂﬁxhibﬁioﬁitrﬁ)tta A i 1ST9, d\fe Govermor
of ‘Vermont, in his address,. stated (what wé already
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knew), that Canada had outstripped the United States
-in rapidity of, growth ‘and development during recent
years, and the Governors of Ohio and Maine endorsed -
: thé statement. We have a grand country, and I be-

,heve a (rrand futule

¢¢ Fair land of peace ! to Britain’s rule /mA;lrone
Adherent still, yet happier than alone, .
And free as happy, and as brave as free,
Proud are thy children, justly proud of thee.
Few are the yéars that have sufficed to change
This whole broad land by transformation strange.
Once far and wide the unbroken forests spread
Their lonely waste, mysterious and dread—'
-Forest, whose echoes never had been stirred
PLZ'_,hesweet music of an English word ;
“Where only rang the red-browed hunter’s yell,
And the wolf’s howl through the dark sunless.dell.
Now fruitful fields and waving orchard trees

. Spread their rich treasures to the summer breeze.

Yonder, in queenly pride, a city stands,
Whence stately vessels speed to distant lands ;
Here smiles a hamlet through embov»:’ring green,
And there the statelier village spires are seen ;
Here by the brook-side clacks the noisy mill,
There the white homestead nestles on the hill ;
The modest school-house. here flings wide its dov'r
To smiling crowds that seek its simple lore ;

- Thfg\ZLeammg s statelier fane of massive walls

°

Wooes-the-young-aspirant-to-classic-halls,
And bids him in her hoarded treasure find
The gathered wealth of all earth’s 01fted minds.

PaMena S. VINING.
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Since writing the foregoing, I accidentally came
across The Canadas, &c., by Andrew Picken, published -
in London in 1832, a work which I had never previ--
ously met with. It is written principally for thre bene-
fit of pérsons intending to emigrate to Canada, and con-
taing nobices of the most important places iu both Pro-
Vvinces. I have niade the following e;tx';\i(lzts.,\’f,lxi‘nking

that they would prove interesting to those of my read-

ers whowwish to get a correet idea of our towns and
¢ h

Viliages fifty years ago.

._“The largest and most populous of the towns in
Upper Canada, and called the key to the Province, is
Kingston, advantageously situated at the head of the
St. Lawrence, and. at the entrance of the great Lake
Ontario. Its population is now about - 5,500 souls ; it .
is & military post of importance, as well as a naval de-
pot, and from local position and advantages is well
susceptible of fortification. It contains noble dock-

."yards and conveniences for ship-building."

. affords, says Howison, so fine a harbour, that a vessel .
of one hundred and twenty guns can lie close .to the . .
quay, and the mercantile importance it has now
attained as a commercial entrepdt between Montreal
below and the western settlements on the lakes above,
may be inferred, among other things from the wharfs
on the river and the many spacious and well-filled
warehouses behind them, as weil as the numervous
stores and mercantile employés within fhe town. The

, streets are regularly formed upon the right-angular -
****** P la,nfwh—iehfis——th&fa;vouritevi-rrth(,rnevsett}em’ents?bu*r*—_’
they are not paved ; and though the houses are mostly
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built of limestone, inexhaustible quarries of which lie
in the ‘immediate vicinity of the town, and are of the
greatest importance to it and the surrounding neigh-
bourhood, there is nothing in the least dégree remark- -
able or interesting in the appearance of either the
streets or the buildings, The opening of the Rideau
Canal ‘here, which, with the intermediate lakes,
forms a junction between the Ontario and .other lakes
above, the St. Lawrence below, and the Ottawa, oppo-
site| Hull, in its rear, with all the intervening districts
and townships, will immensely increase the impor-
tance of this place ; and its convenient hotels already -
afford comfortable accommodation to the host of:travel-
lers/that are confinually passing between the Upper
and|Lower Provinces, as well as to and from the States
on the opposite side of the river. . S
“[York is well situated on the north side of an excel-
lent| barbour on the lake.” It contains the public build-
ings of the Province, viz, the House of Assembly, where
the Provincial Parliament generally holds its sittings {
the ‘.GoveW; the Provincial Bank; a
g ; rt-House; a hall for the Law Society ;
a gaol; an Episcopal Church ; a Baptist Chapel (Metho-
- dist)) ; aJ‘Sths?' Kirk ; a Garrison near the town, with
~ barracks for the tioops usually-stationed here, and a
battery which “protects ‘the entrance of the harbour.
Regularly laid out under survey, as usual, the “streets
“of the town are spacious, the houses mostly built of
wopd, but. many of them:of brick and stone. The
‘population amounts now to between four and five
thousand. - ) ‘ : e
‘By-Town, situatcd.on the southern bank of the .

Ottawa, a little below the Chaudicre Falls, and opposite™ -
to/ the flourishing Village of Hull, in Lower Canada,
stands upon a'bold eminence, surrounding the bay of

" the grand river, and occupies both banks of the cahal,

which here meets it: Laid out in the usual manner
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with streets crossing at.right angles, the niimber of
. houses is already about 150, most of which are wood,
and many built with much taste. Three stone barracks
and a large and commodious hospital, built also of stone, -
stand conspicuous on’ the elevated banks of the bay;
and the elegant residence of Colonel By, the command-
ing Royal Engineer of that station. !
“The town-plot of Peterborough is in the north-
east angle of the Township of Monaghan. Tt is laid
“‘out in half acres, the streets nearly at right angles with
. the river; park lots of nine acres each ‘are reserved
nearthe town. Theé patent fee-on each is £8, Provincial
~ currency, and -office fees and agency will increase it .
15s. or 20s more. . - ’
“The settlement commenced in 1825, at which time
it formed a depdt of the- emigration under Hon. P.
Robinson. The situation is most favourable, being an
elevated sandy plain, watered by a creek, which dis-
~charges into the river below the-turn,” The country
. round is fertile, and there is great water-power in the
" town-plot;"on which mills are now- being built by
Govéernment. These mills are on an extensive scale,
being calculated to pack forty barrels of flour, and the
saw-mill to cut 3,000 feet of boards per diem. -
“ The situation of Cobourg is héfalthy and pleasant.
It stands immediately on the shore of Lake Ontario. -
© In'1812, it had only one Fouse; it now contains up-_
wards.of forty houses, an Episcopal church, a Methodist
" chapel, too good inns, four stores, a distillery, an exten- -
sive grist mill; and the population may be estimated
at/about. 350 souls.” . * . S
““The two "projected towns of most cbnsideratign‘\, in
this district (London district), however; are London-on- _
the-Thaines, further inland, and Goderich, recently
founded by the Canada Company, on Lake Huron. -
. -London is yet, but in¢onsiderable, but from its position,.
1 the heart of a fertile country, is likely to become of

1
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some importance hereafter, when the extreme wilds
become more settled. The town is quite new, not, con-
taining above forty or fifty houses, all of brlo*ht boards -
and shmoles The streets and ﬂardens full of black
stumps &e. They were bulldmcr a church, and had
finished a handsome Gothic cour t—house which must
“have been a costly work. '

“Guelph. Much of this tract belonfrs to the Canada

. Company, who have built, nearly in its centre, the

town of Guelph, upon a small river, called the Speed
a remote branch of .the Ouse, or Gra.r;d River. This
important and rapidly rising town, which is likely to
become the capital of the district, was founded by Mr.
Galt, for the Company, on St. Georcres day, 1827, and -
already contains between 100 and 200 houses, several
shops, a handsome market house near the centre a
. "schoolhouse, a printing ofﬁce and 7()0 or 8()() inhabi-
tants.
" “The Bay of Quinté settlement is the oldest in Upper
Canada, and -was begun at the close of the Revolu-
tionary War. We crossed over the mouth of the River
Trent, which“flows from the Rice Lake, and it is said
can be made practicable for steamboats, though at much
expense; thence to Belleville, 4 ncat nllanre of recent
date, but evidently addieted too much to lumbering.
“Blockvﬂle is a most thriving new town, with several
- handsomé stone houses, churches court- house &e., and
about 1,500 souls.” .
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EARLY SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS-—BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN
REPUBLIC —LOVE OF COAUNTRY—ADVENTURES‘OF A U. E. LOYAL-
-IST FAMILY NINETY YEARS AGO—THE WILDS OF UPPER CANADA
~~HAY BAY—HARDSHIPS OF PIONEER LIFE—GROWTH.OF POPU-
LATION—DIVISION OF “THE CANADIAN PROVINCES—FORT FRON-
TENAC—THE ‘‘DARK DAYS”—CELESTIAL FIREWORKS—EARLY
STEAM -NAVIGATION IN CANADA—THE ‘COUNTREY MERCHANT—

PROGRESS—THE HARE AND THE&'{ORTO\ISE'..

S d- FTER having consented t(; read a pa;per on the - o

subject which has already ‘been announced, I

do not think it Would be quite ‘proper for me to be)gin\ /! '
with apologies. .«That they are needed I confess at }
once, but then they should have been th‘;)ught_‘, of be-

/' * This Paper was rad before the Mec/ha.nigs’ Institute in Picton,
twenty-six years ago. Soon -afterwards, the then Superintendent of
Education, Dr. Ryerson, requested me o send it to him, which I did,
-and a copy was taken of it. An extract will .be found in his work,
““ The Loyalists of America,” Vol. ii, page 219, Subsequently, in
1879, T m@e_up_tmmg;pmm—ﬁem&—wﬁcbweaﬁn—w*'

Canadian Methodist Magazine. The paper is now given, with a few ex-
ceptions, as it was first written. ’ .
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{
fore. How often have we heard the expression, “ Cir-

- cumstances alter cases,” and this is just why I put in
‘\'my plea. If I had not been preceded by gent]émen
whose ability and attainments are far and” away be-
yond mine, I should not have said a word.~ But when
these persons some of whom ﬁmshed th'elr ‘education .
in Brltlsh Universities, who haye trodden the classic
shores of /Italy and mused over the magnificent monu:
ments of her past greatness, «i‘)r wandered through old —
German'towns,‘where Christian liberty was born and
cradled; whohave ranged the épacious halls of Parisian
Institutes, or sauntered in places where many -historic . .
. scenes have been enacted in grand old England—when
" these persons, I repeat, must cr@ye your indulgence,
how much more earnestly-should I'p‘léa.(:l whose travels
“are bounded in the radius of a few hundred mlles’ and -
whose collernate course becran and I may say ended in
‘the country school-house with which many of you are
familiar. What wonderful scholars those early teachers
were. . ) ' A

¢‘ Amazed we, gazing rustics, ~ra.ng’d around ;
And still we gaz’d, and still our wonder grew
That one small head could carry all he knew.”

Iﬁ is no Wonder that we Were often awed by

their intellectual profundlty, nor that they gave our '

L




- | SKETCHES OF EARLY HISTORY. 215

- youthful brafms an impetus whichsent them bounding

through the severe curriculum we ilad to face.
The narrow-minded and uny 1eldm pohcy of George
IIL, as gvery one now admits it to have been, brought
- about the American Revolut’fén and gave } blrth to thc
American Repubhc As always ha,p})ens in every
great movement, there were \wt-wo sides tQPthIS question,
not only between Great Bi*itain“and her colonists, but
among the colonists thefq/Selves. One side clamoured:
boldly for their rights, éf]jld,‘ if need were, separation. A

. The other side shrank from a contest with the mother

land, and preferred a more peaceful solution of their
difficulties. A moderate degree of liberality on the ‘
_ part of thé British Government would, have appeased
the dema,nds of the malcontents and another destiny
whether for better or ‘worse, mwht have been in store
fo; the Amenca,n people. But those were days when
t}u; policy of the nation’ was stern and uncompromising,
when the views of trade were narrow and contuggted,
when justice was untempered with mercy, and when
men were bigoted and -pugnacious. j?rotracted wars

consumed the revenues and made many draughts on

—*——thernzbronai—purse and—whenthe trade of the colonies

was laid under contribution, they refused the demand.

B
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The G'overﬁment true to the spirit of the age, would -

not ‘brook refusal on the part of its subjects, ahd must
- needs force them to comply. The contest began, and
when, after a seven years’ struggle, peace was declared,
‘those who had sided with the old land found ‘them-
selves homeless and rather than swear allegiance to
the new regime, abandoned their adopted country and
emigrated to the wilds of Canada and the Eastern Pro-
vinces. Two results grew out of this*contest: ‘the
estabhshment of a new and powerful nationality, and
the settlement of a vast country subject to the British -
Crown, to the .north, chen an unbroken Wllderness,
now the Dominion of Canada;* whose rapid strides in
wealth and power bid fair to rival even thosé of the
great Republic. ' .

The history of our country—I am speaking of Upper
Canada-lemams to be written. It is true we have
nhumerous works, and valuable ones too, on Ca,nada,,
but I refer to that part, of history which gives a plc-
ture of the people, their habits and customs,. which
_ takes you into their homes and unfolds their every~day

life. Thxs it seems to me, is the very soul of hlstory,

* This has been changed When- the paper way wntten, the Con-’(
federation of the' Provinces, if it had been thought of, had not as.
sumed any definite ahape It followed elc,ht yeats after, in 1867

-~
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and when the coming Canadian Ma.ca.u]a.y shall write
ours, he ='W_111 look in vain for many an argosy, rlchly c
‘freighted with fact and story, which might have been

saved if a helping hand had been given, but which now,

alas! I is lost forever.,

It can hardly be expected that—rI‘ should be as familiar
with the early scenes enacted in this part of the Pro-
vince as those who are very much older. Yet I have-
known many of the first settlers, and have heard from
their lips, in the days of my boyhood, much about the
hardships and severe privations they endured, as well
as the story of many a rough and wild adventure,
These old veterans have dropped, one by one, into the
grave, until they have nearly all passed away, and we
are loft to enjoy many a luxur y which their bus; hands’
accumulated for us.. i .

Asa Canadxa,n—a,nd I am sure T am"di;;ina expres-
sion, not so much to a personal-sentiment, as an abldmg
‘principle deeply rootéd in the heart of every son of.
this grand country——T feel as much satlsfactlon and

pride in tracmO‘ my origin to the pioneers of this

-Province—nay more—than if my veins throbbed with
noble blood. The picture of the log cabins which myA

grandfathers erected in the Wllderness on the bay shore
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where my father and mother first saw ﬁhéii};ht, are far

‘ moréinviting to me than hoary castle or rocky keep.

I know that they were loyal, honest, industrious, and

wvirtuous, and this is a record as much to be prized by

their descendants as'the mere distinction of ' noble birth,
It has been said that love of cbuntry is not a charac-
teristic of Canadlans that in consoquence of our youth

there is but/ little for affection to cling to that the tra-

’ dlbloné that oluster around age and foster these sentl—

ments are wanting. This may be to a cer ta,m extent

‘trie. But I cannot beheve but that Canadians are as

loyal to their countxy as any other people under the
sun. The life-long struggle of those men ‘whom the old
land was\wont “to put a mark of honour upon,” are too

near to us \not to warm our hearts with love and vene-

* ration ; they were too sturdy a race to be lightly over- :

looked by 'their descendants. The1r _memory is too

- sacred a trust to be forgotten, and their lives too worthy

" of our imitation not to bind us together as-a people,

whose. home a.nd country shall ever be first in our

thoutrhts a,nd aﬁ'ectlon L

“'This is' my own, my native land ?’ \
Whose1hea.rt hath ne’er within him burned
As home his footstgps he hath turned ¥’
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Is there any place’in the world where -such marvel-
lous changes have taken place as here ? Whereéfnong C \‘
the countries of the carth shall we find a more rapid and ‘
vworous growth ? Ninety years * ago this Province was
a deénse and unknown forest. We can hardfy realize

r : |
the fact that not a century has elapsed since these

strong-handed and brave-hearted men pushed their way
into the prpfound wilderness of Upper Canada. -Were
they not heroes? See tha,t man whose strong arm first
'uphfts ~the threatemng axe Fix his image in your -
mind, and tell me if he/ is not a subject worthy - the
genius and chisel of & Chantrey. Maxlq him as he
~___swings his axe afid buries it deep into a giant tree
Hark ! how that first blow rings throufrh the wood,
and echoes along the shores of the bay The wild duck -
starts and flaps her wings; the timid deer bounds.
away. - Yet stroke folléiys stroke in measured force. -
The huge tree, whose branches have been fanned and \
tossed by the breeze of centuries, begins to sway. -
Another blow, and it falls thundering to the grdund.
Far and wide does the crftsh reverberate. It is the first
#__Qﬂl_gf_ie_s_mmtxonjaoommb_thmugh‘t forest—of
Ca,na.da, and as }t flies upon the wings oL the v7ind,

o

%* I'he reader will bear in mlqd the date when thls was written.
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from ihill—f;op;to hill-top, it proclaims the first welcome
sound of a new-born coﬁntry. And did these ‘men of
whom we have been speaking maké war alone upon the
.mighty forest 2 Did thesr find their wa,j alone to the
wilds of Canada? N 0: fhey :“were‘ \accomp“a,nied by
women as true and brave as themselves ; Qvomeri who -
unmurmuringly shared their toils and hafdships, who
rejoiced in their succcess, and cheered them when weary
and dépressed. They left kindred and friends far
b2hind, literall y to bury th.emselves in the deep recesses

- of a boundless forest. They left comfortable homes to
endure hunger and fatigue in log ca,bin;s'which their
own delicate hands helped to rear, far beyond the
range of éivilization. Let us follow a party of these
adventurers to Canada, SN ‘
In the~summe;r of.the year'1795 or tﬁereabouté, a
'compauy of six persons, composed of two men and
th%ives, with two small _chi}dren, pushed a rough- -
looking  and unwieldy boat -away from the shore in the, -
neighbourhood of Poughkeepsie, and turned its prow up

~ the ‘Hudson. A rude sa,ii was hoisted, but it ﬂa,pi)ed
]azill-)({ against the slender mast. The two men took up

A—t—‘-;kthe*oé.rs;a:nd pulled qﬁietly out into the river. They did.

~ not note the morning’s sun gradually® lifting himself
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above the eastern level, and sca.tterirlg'his cheerful rays Te
of light across the river, and along its shores. All
nature seemed rejoicing over the coming fday, but they
appeared not to heed it. They pulled on in silence,
'lookmg now a.head and_then wistfully back to the
" place they ha,d left. Their boat was.crowded 5Wlth
sundry household necessaries carefully }gcked/p and
‘stowed away. At the stern are the two “women ; one,
ruddy and strong, steers the boat ; thé other smalland -
idehca.te mmds he1 children. Both, are plainly and
neatly dressed and they, too, are taking backward
glances ffhl‘OllO'h silent tears: - Why do they weep, and
whither'are they bound? Their oars are fd.lthfl\lllyu
plied, and they glide slowly on. And thus; de,y after
day, may we follow them on their voyage. Now and
, then a gentle breeze fills the sail gnd wafts them on.
When the shades of evening begin to fall around tilem
+ they pull to shore and rear a tempora.ry teat, after
* which they partake of the plain fare provided Aforxtrhe
evening meal, with a relish wh/lch/teﬂ alone can give,
and then lay them down to rest, and renew theu )
rength for the labours-of - the morrow.
They reach Albany, then a Dutch. town on the verge
of cwlhz_a,tl_on.., Beyond is a wemess land but little
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k;lOWIl Some necessarles are - purchased hele and
again our Ilittle company launch. away They reach
 the place where the city of Troy now «sta,nds and turn
away to the lef't into the Mohawk nVer and proceed:-
. slowly, and often with great dlﬂicult)l up the rapids
and windings of the stlea,m This rich ,an(’llvv fertile - «
valley of the Mohawk was then the home of ‘the
Indlan Here the celebra.ted Chief Brant had lived
but a short time before but had now w1thd1awh into
' the wilds of Western Ca,na.da, The voyageurs, after

o séveral days of hard labour and dlfﬁculty, emeloe into

the little lake ()nexda lying in the north- westepn pa.rt’ :
of the State of Nuv IY01 &, thxough which they pass

... with ease and ph, Asure. The most. diffieult part of their

_ ourney has been overeome, ' In due time they reach )
’ the Onoqdarra Riyer,'and soori pass down. it fo Oavvewo\ﬁL A

‘ then an old fort ' wlm,h hdd been built by the French,
" when they wele mastem of the country, as a barrier
againust the e. lcroac‘nnents of the wily Indian. Scveral -
bloody frayb had oceurred liere, but.our friends do not
tarry to _muse over its b‘lttlelwmund or to ]ealn its'

~ history. o T

Theu qma,ll—er&!t—now—danceis “on the bo om of

Ontaub but they do not push out 'inte the lake antf




SKETCHES OF EARLY HISTORY. . 228

~across it\: Oh no: they_are careful saiforb, and they 4
remember perhaps, that small boats should not venture
fa,l from shore, and so they wind a.loncr it until they
* reach Gravelly Point, now known by the more dignified .
name of Cape Vincent.- Here tﬁey strike across the
channel, and thence around the ‘iower end of Wolfe
Ish.gd and into Kmoston Bay, : Where they ¢ come to
shore.” There were not many streets or fine stone houses
in the leestone Clty at this time; a feW log houses
composed the town. After resting and transacting ne-
eessary business they again push away, and turn their
\\ course up the lovely Bay of Quinté. What a wild and
' beautlful scene opens out before them! The far-reach-
ing bay, with its serried ranks of pruneval forest crowd- ’
- ing the shores on elthe" hand. The cléar pure water
rlpphno along 1ts beach and its bosom dotted with
" flocks of wild fowl, could not fail to arrest the attention
of the weary voyageurs. Freqﬁently do they pause -
arid resﬁ\upon their oars, to enjoy the wild, beau‘oy that -
surrounds them With lwhter hearts they coast along
: 'the shore, and ‘continue up the bay until they reach \
0 Wnshlpﬁnumbepfour*»il‘lns%owashm-rxoWaknow V
. Aﬂolphustown is composed of ﬁve pomts or arms,
Whlch run out into the ba,y They sail round four\ of
. /.

R . 1
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. ‘t'hese points of land, and turn into Hay Bay, and, aftgr

Proceeding about three miles, pull to shore. Their
journey it would seem has come to an en}\;], for ‘they
begin to,unload their boat and erect 5 tent. The sun
sinks down in the West: and, weary and worn, they lay
themselves down upon the bed of leaves'to ‘(r‘.est. Six
weeks have passed since we saw thehi launch away in
quest of this wilderness home, Logkfa;t them, and tell
me what you think of their prqspecés. Is it far
éxiough away from the busy haunts of men to suit you ?
Would §;ou not rather sing—
- “0 sulituvde, where are the charms
. Which sages have seen in thy face ?
Better dwell in the midst of alarms
. Than reign in this horrible place. ” /
With the first glimmer of the morning’s light. all
‘hands are upand at work. A small space is cleared
‘ away, trees are felled, and in due time g house is built—
-2 -house not large or. comn‘ko‘dirods, with/ rooms not
numerous or Spacious, and "\\with furniture neither
eleg\gant: nor. lu;xurioqg A pot or two, pefhaps a few _/,"
plates, cups and saucers, with kpives and forks and

- 8pooms, a box of linezf, a small lot of bedding, étc., with

“-A-chest; contrived a double debt to pPay—

A bed by night, a chest of -drawerg by day.”

)

- R,
e o i 0 S
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These constitute pretty nea.;'ly the sumn total.- This
" isnot a fancy sketch. T have heard the story ma;ny a-
time from the lips of the little old grandmother*® who
was of the palty “ She lived to rear a family of- Iur e
children, and to see most of themn marmed and well
settled ; to exchange the log house for a large and
comfortable home, and to die peacefully at a good old
age. | | ‘
It is hardly péssible for us to con.ceive the difficultics
* that beset the first settlers, nor the hardships and priva-
tlons which they endured. They were not 1nfrcquently _
I;educedm to the very verge of starvation, yet they
sfruggled'on, . Tree after tree fell befare the axe, and”
the small clearing was turned to immediatc account.
A few necessaries of life were i)roduced, and ev.n
these, limited and rheagre‘ as they iwqere, wgi-e the be-
ginnings of comfort. . Comfort, indeed! Lut far removed
not oniy from them, bﬁt from the idea we associate with-
the ‘tenﬁ’ I have in my younger da.) 8 taken grist to
the mlll as the farmers say. But I can assure youl
- would prefer declining the ta%k of carrying ba,o', of

“wheat upon my back for three :mles and then paddling

- *The writer is-one of her grandsons. The'incident wi_ll be found in
Dr. Ryerson’s book. )

S
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them in a canoe’ dowln to the Kingston Mills,* and back
again to Adolphustown——about seventy miles—after
which resuming the pleasma exercise of backma them
home.t+ Such t,hmors do not fatigue one much to talk
about but I fancy" the reality would fit closer to the

backs of _some of ‘our young exquisites than Would be
agrecable. Nor cIo we, When we stick up our'noses at
the plainer fare of some of our neiglbours, remember
_often What a fea.sﬂ our fathers and mothers would have .
thouorht even a cyust of bread. How often—alas, how
often!—were they compelled to use anything they could
put their hands u!pon, in order to keep soul and body

oorether Could we, the sons of thése men, go through

this? Iam afra}d,\wmh one consent we would say
« NO : ‘ . 4 .

But time 1olled% The openings in the forest grew -

larger ¢ mnd w1der The log cabins becran to multlply,

and tﬁe cu1hnfr smoke, rising hele and there above the
WO@dS told 4 silenty;  but more cheerful tale. There
dwelt a nelohbour——rf iles away, per haps—but a neigh-

bour never theles,s It 3 ou Would like an idea of the
-";—M\ '
*This mill was Bmlt by the British Government in the first settlement

D of the Province for the benetit of the settlers.

o +This was_. an early experience-of~ my grandfather, Cammffw whxch he
- liked to relate in his old age to young men,
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proximity of‘huma.nity, and the luxury of éociety in
those days, Just place a few miles of dense woods be-
- tween yourself and ;your nearest neltrhbour and you
will have a faint eonception of the dehvhts of a home
in the forest: ‘

. -
e o =

Theré are persons still living’ who have heard their i
parents.or crrandparents tell of the drea,dfnl suﬂ'enno's
they endured the seeond year a,lter the setblemcnt ‘of
the Bay of Quinté. country The second year’s Gov-
ernment supply, throuovh some bad management, was_
frozen up in the lower part of the St. Lawrence, and,

-in consequence, the pcople were reduced to a state of'

" famine. Men were glad, in some cases, to give all they
possessed for that wlnch would sustam life. Farms
were given in exchange for small quantltles of/ﬂour
" but more frequently 1efuse¢ A ‘respectable 0151 lady,
long qmce gone to her rest, and whose rrra,ndclnldren

- are somewhat anstoqmtlc was wont in those da.y's
to go a,wa,y to the woods early in the morning to-
gather and eat the buds of the ba,sswood, and then
bring an apronfull home to her famuy In one nelcrh-

bourhood a beef bone passed from house to house

and was Douea again and again. in order to extract‘

some nutnment from it. This IS no ﬁctmn but. a
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literal fact, Many other equally uninviting bills of
fare might be given, but these no doubt will suffice,
 Sufficient has been said to show that our fathers ang
. mothers did not Tepose upon rose-beds, nor did they-
fold iileif hands in despair, but with strong ﬁer{res and
i ‘is‘tout hearts, eveﬁ when famine Was in the pot, they
};ushe_gi_%_and li\{ed. The forest mglted é,way before
them, and we are 10w enjoying the happy results.
*f‘gl‘hé—“l'ife of the first settler was for 5 loilg time 6ne\of
bardship and adventure, When this Utopia was réached

he frequently haq diffiulty in-finding his and, He

. Was not always very particular as to this, for land then

Was not of very much account, and yet he wished, if
possible, to strike somewhere near his location. This
involved. sometimes long trips into the forest, or
aloPg the shores, After a day’s paddling he woulq

land; pull pup his cande, and look ar

 self against the perils that surrounded him ? He takes -

his a:i{e and goestp work. A few small trees are cut down,
‘Then he gathers some dry Iitﬁb&and%e&prthmu up

together. From hig Pocket he brings’ Ia,rgé knife ;
: T

&)
®
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_thena fling and a bit of punk The punk he places care-
fully under the ﬁmt holding it in his left hand, and
then picks up his knife and gives the flint a few sharp
strokes with the back of the blade, which sends forth
a shower ot sparks, some of which fall on the punk and

~ ignite, and soon hig hcap is in a blaze. Now, this

“labour is nof only necessary for his comfort, but, for his
safety. The smoke drives the flies and moaqmtocs
away, and keeps the wolves and bears from cnexoa.chm«r (

‘on his place of rest. But the, light which affords Inm

protectlon subjects him to a L New ‘annoyance.

. ( " ““Loud as the wolves in Orca’ s stormy steep
‘ Howl to the. roaring of the stormy deep, ”

"the WQIves howled to the fire ! mdled to aﬂ'unrht them "
‘away. Watching the whole night in the surroundmn'
hills, they keep up a concert which truly ¢ rendeiss night ) ,\‘
hideous;” and bullfrogs in countless numbers from ad-

~ Jacent swamps, with an occasional “To-whit, to-whoo ! 1”7
from the sombre owl, altooether make a native chou- )
anything but conducwe to ca,lm; repose. And yet, amid '
such a serenade, w1th a few boughs for a bed, and the

. ,gna,rled root of a tree for a pillow, did manwawur‘

. fathers “spend their first - mo'hts in the wilderness of

Canadg - _ oy
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The first settlers of Upper Canada were principally
American colonists who adhered to the cause of Eng-
land.. After the capitulation of General Burgoyne;,

many of the royalists; with theirifamilies, fnoved- into .

"Canada., and took up land along the shores of the S,

. Lawrence, the Bay‘of "Quinté, and the lakes. Upon
‘the evacuatiqn of Néw York at the close of the war a

still greater number followed,- Inany of whom were

soldiers dishanded and left without e‘mpfoymeqt.,

Many had. lost their property, so that nearly all were
destitute “and depending upoil the libel'aiity of the
Government whose battles they had foilgl{t, and for
whose cause they had “suffered." They were not for-
A gottén. The British' Government, was-not tardy in s
movement, and at once decided to reward their loyalty.

Immediate steps were taken to pgevide for their present

. wants, and also to provide means for their future sub-

sistence.

.. These prompt measures on the part of , the Govern-
A on th ;

" ment were not only acts of ,]:ustice and humanity, but

with universg]

were sound in policy, and were crowned

n

suceess: Libéral grants of land were made free of ex. .

bense-onthe following scale:—A field officer received

5,000 acres; a captain, 3,000; a subaltern, 2,000 ; and
‘ L ,‘ ) i

¢ Lo

{
i
P
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" -4 private, 200. ,Surveybrs were sent on to.Jay out the
‘ s ..
. land. They commenced their work mear Lake St. Fran-

. "‘JciS, then the highest French settlement, and cxtended

-along the stores of the St: Lawrence up to Ihke
Ontario, and thence along. the lake, and round the Bay
of Quinté. Townships were laid cut, and then sub-
divided into ,‘concessions'and lots of 200 acres. These

" townships were numbered, and remained without namnes

A . , . . P ) L
e B el v o
Y

for many years. 'Of these- numbérs there were two

o

divisions : one, including the t.ownshrips‘ below Kings-
ton in the line east to the St. Francis ‘settlement ; the
other, west from Klnorston to the head of the Bay of
Qumté, They were known by the old people as first, -

PR

&

second, third, fourth town, ete. No nameés were given

to the townships by legal enactment: for a long time,

and hence the habit of designating them by numbers

#
£
-
4
't

became fixed.

o ”
o

" The settlement of the surveyed poftion of the Mid-
land District, which then 1ncluded the present counties
of Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, Hastmgs and
the COMMM , commenced i in 1 the sum-
mer of 1784. The new settlers were supil/léd with ’
fa,rmi;;g implements, building materials, provisions, and

some clothing for thei';jﬁr'sp two years, at the expense of )

A}
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the nation “)And in'order,” it was stated “that the
- love of counti y may take deepe1 root in the hearts of
those true en, the government determined to put a

11!ar1;/0f,ilonou1‘,” as the order of the Council expresses °

it,\ “upon the families who had: adhered to the unitgy of

the Empire, and joiued the royal standard in Amgrica,
Lefore the treaty of scparation in the year 17837 A
list of sﬁch pu‘soncs1 was idirected in 1789 to be made
out and returned, “to the end that’ thelr posterity =

mloht be discriminated from the future settlers” From
these two emph&tlc words—The Umty of the ]iimpne

—it was styled the U.E. list; and ' t%ey whose names”
w ere entered therein were dlstan'ulshed as U.E.
Loya,hsts “This, as is’ welt known, was not a Tere
. em\p;by’d},l ion, but was notably a title-of some don-
A’tence for it not oxﬂy prov1ded for the U.E. Loyal-
. Ists themselves but wuara,nteed to all*their chlldren
upon a"lnvm«r at ‘the age. of twenty-one years, two

" hundred acres of land free from all expense. It isa ,
pleabmg task to reca,ll these genelfpus acts on the part
of tEe British Government towards the fithers of our

country, and-the descendants of ‘those true and‘n/dt;lef//

~hearted men who -loved the old Empire so well
they preferred to endure. toil’ and/privaﬂiﬁ in the
) O s I o

T s o O A AT A AT
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w1ldm ess+of. Canada to ease and comfort under the .
‘ prote ion of the revolted colonies. We' should vener-
. ate their memory, and foster a love of country as deep

and abiding as theirs. - p [3 S

In order further to. encourage the orowth of popula,-(
tion, and induce other settlers to come mto the country7, ’
' twq hundred acres of land were allowed upon condltlon

of actual settlement and the payment of sur veying .

and office fees, which amounted iin-all to about thirty-

eight dollars. . - V

Tn 1791 the Jprovinces : were d1v1ded and styled
Upper Canada and Lower Ca,na,da,—the one. embra,cmg',
all the French seigneuries; the other all the newly—'
settled townships. TFhe first Governor of Upper Can-
ada, John Graves Simcoe, arnved in1 792, and. took - up
\hls residence at Newark (N iagara), then the capital of
the Provmce Here the first Parliament -of Upper
Canada met afnd held five suécessive sessxons after
whichit- was moved to York. Governor Simcoe
laboured hard and suceessfully to promote the settle- . ‘
ment of the Province. Ed !

Kingston is the oldest town in Up’per Canada by

maﬂryeam*’llhewhlte man found his way here more
- than'a eentury before any; settlement i in the west was
made or thouaht of. Sm%].l expeditions had from time
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to time penetlated the vast wﬂdelne%s far to the West
either for the _purpose of tradmov with the Indlans or’
led by some zealous-priest who sought for the glory of
God to brm(r the wandermtr trlbes into the fold of the
Roman Church. The untmncr energy and 7edl dis-
 played by these 9a11y Fathers, together with the ha.rd-
shlps dangers and privations they endured form one
of the ‘most interesting pages of adventure in our
: ‘country s history. The crafty and industrious French -
Governor, De Courcelles, in order to put a stop to the
encroachments of the Five Nations, despatched a-
messenget from Quebec to - thelr chief to inform him
that he had some busmess of oreat importance to com- *
municate,and wished them to proceed to Cataraqul
where he would meet them. As soon as the. Indlan\
deputles arrived, a council was’ held. The Governor
- informed them that he was gomO* to build a fort there,
to serve prxnclpally as a depot for merchandise; and to
""fa,mhtate :the trade that wad ‘springing up between -
them. - The chiefs, ignorant of the real mtentlon of
the wily  Governor, ,~readily aO'reed to a ploposmon
which seemed intended for their. advantage. But the

- object was far from what the Tndians expected, and was -

rea]ly to create a barrier a.tramst them in future wars.
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Whlle measures were being completed to bmld the

Tort Courcelles was recalled, and Count de Frontena.c o

sent” out in his - place. ) Frontenac caruedj out the
desw'ns of hIS predecessor and-in 1672 compfeted the

fort, which receiv ed and for many years reta,med }us

. hame.

Father Charlevoix, who Journeyed tlxrou(rh Western
Camda in the year 1720, thus descnbes Forb Catar-

aqui. « Thls fort is square, with four bastlons built

with stone, and the ground it occuplea is a quarter of .

a league in compass. - Its sxtuatwn is really somethmg

very pleasant. The sides -of the view: present every .

way a landscape well varied, and. it is the same ab the

entrance of Lake Ontario, which is but a small league s
‘dlstant It is full of 1sla.nds of dlﬁ‘erent s1zes all well |

wooded and nothing bounds the horlzon on that side. -

The. Lake was .sometitnes ca.lled St.. LOllls afterwards
Frontenac as well ‘as the - fort of Ca,ta.ra,qm of which

the Countde Frontenac was-the founder but insensibly

the Lake \tha,s regained its a,nclent name Onta.no which. -

is Huron | ‘or Iroqu01s and the fort; that ~of the pla
whe 1t is built. The" soiirom-thi& plaee terlanSa}

lette appears something barren, but tlus is only in the

P
‘________\_u
-\

- borders, it being ‘very good further up. ‘_nT.here i§ over -
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against the fort a very ptetty 1sland in the mlddle of
the river, They put some swine into it, which have
mult1phoﬂ and given it the name of Isle -du Pores.
There are two other islands somew.ha,t smaller whlciu .
are lower, and half a league d1stant “from each other:
One 1s called Cedars, the other Ha,rts Isla,nd The Bay ‘

“ o%Cataraqul is’ double that is to say, that alﬁxlost in .
the mlddle of it there is 4 pomt that runs-out a great’
Way, under whlch there Is a oood anchora.cre for large
barks.: M. de Ia Salle, sofamous for his dlscoverles and
his msfortunes who was lord of Ca,taraqm and gov-
ernor of the fort, ha,dl two or three of them, Whlch were |
sunk in this place, and remain there still. - Behmd the
fort'is a marsh, where there 1s a great plenty of Wlld

/fowl Thls is. a beneﬁt to and employment for the
garrison, There was formerly a great tra.de here

) "especlally with the' Iroqu01s and it was to entice them
to, as well as- to “hinder their carrymg their skins to
the Enghsh and keep these savages in awe, that the

- fort was built, But the. trade .did not last long and’

" the fort has not hindered the barbarians from _doing

‘usa great deal of. mischief. _They have still famxhesv L
here, in the outside of the place and_there_a,re—a,lserr**"'

.spme stslsagua.s an: A.lgonqum natlon, Whlc:h still

|
{
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: have a v1llacre on- the west side of Lake Onta,no an-
other at Niagara, and a third in the strait.” Such
- is the descmptlon we have of Kmfrston a century and
a half ago. The Mohawk name for it is Gu-d91~o-qu1,‘
xor, « Fort in the'Water” \
I am un,able “from any mforma,t:lon I can get, to glve
. the origin of the name of our’ beautiful bay. It seems-
to have borne its present name at a ‘very early date in,
‘the history -of the countny It is supposed by some to
be an Tndian name witha French accent. I am dls- .
" posed, howe{'er to' think tha.t it came %rom the early
French voyageurs, from the fact that not only the bay, .
but an island, are mentioned by the _name of Qumté
- The usual pronunmatlon until a few years ago w;as
Kanty
In the year 1780 on the 14th day of October, and
. again in July, 1814- a most remarka,ble phenogenon

‘occurred, the like of whlch was never before witnessed

_in the country. « At noonday a pltchy darkness com- -

pletely obscured the light of the sun, _continuing for
b eabout ten minutes at a time, and bema frequently re-
peated during the afternoon. . In the interval between

1

' . each’mysterious eclipse, dense masses of black clouds
treakeﬁ w/ath yellow drove athwart the darkened sky«

v,
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with ﬁtful gusts of swind. Thunder hghtm black
rain, and showers of & ashes added to, the terrors of the
' scenef and when the sun appeared its colour was a
, brlght red.” “The people were filled with fear, and
thoucrht that the end of the world was at hand. . These
two periods are known as the « dark days.”
Many years after this, another phenomenon not less
| Wonderful occurred, which I ha.d the satisfaction of-see-

g; and althouoh forty-five yea.rs have elapsed the ter-

. nfymg scene is as ﬁrmly fixed ih my. memory as though'
it had happened but an hourago. [ refer to the meteoric
shower of the 18th of November, 1833 My father had ‘

been from home, and on his' return, about midnight,
his attention was arrested by, the frequent fall of

meteors, or i:‘,a,rs to use @he common phrase. The

nuihber rapidly 1ncreased and the sight was so rrra,nd .

and beautiful that he came in and woke us all up, and

then walked up the road ‘and roused some of the’ - -

neltrhbours Such a display of heaven’s fireworks was
never eeen before, _If the air had been filled with
rockets they would have been but match strokes c&é}
pared to the i Incessant play of - brilliant dazzling met
ors that flashed across. the sky, furrowing it so thtckly

" with coldemllneHhat the-whole heaven seemed ablaze
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untﬂ the morning’s sun’ shut out the scene. One
-meteor of large s17e remzuned sometlme almost statlonf
-ary in the zenijth, emlttmcr streams of light, I stoocg
like'a, statue, and gazed with fear and awe up to the
ghti';ermer sky Millions of stars seemed to be dashing
“across the blue dome of lreaven. In.factI thought the
whole starry firmament was tumbling down to earth.

The neighbours were re terror-struck - the more enlight- *

-t ———ened oF th thmle awed at contemplatmo so vivid g

‘Picture of the Apocalyptlc image—thatwof the stars of
heaven falling to the earth, even ag a.\ﬁcr-tree casteth

her untimely ﬁcr% when she is shaken by a mighty '
wind ; while the cries of others, on a calm night like
“that, might have been heard for miles around.

K¢ oung and poor as Canadd was Jhalf a century ago, -

y she was not belnnd many of the older and more Wealthy‘ \
countnes in, enterprize. "Her legislators were sound
practlcal men, who had the interest of their country

at ‘heart. Her mexchants were pushing and mtelh- \t :
‘aent her farmers fxuo'al and muustnous Under

such a.usplces her Success was assured. At-an early

day. the Gov ernment gave mateual aid to every pro-

; hamfﬁcuia“t'ea to fostér and extend trade and

commerce, as' well as to open up and encourage the

v
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* settlement of the country. Neither was individual

enterprlze behind "in adopting the dlscoverles and im-

provementb of the tlme rLnd in a,pplymcr them not only
to their own advantaoe but to that of the' commumty

. at large. Four years after Fulton had made his suc-
cessful experlment with steam as a propel]mcr power
for vessels on tlie Huds(m a small steamér was built’

- and lauqched_at, Montreal ; ‘and in 1815 the keel of the
first steamer that navigated the waters of Upper Can-

:. ada was laid at Bath. She was named the Frontenac.

The village of Bath,as you-all know, is situated on' -

_ the Bay of Quinté, about thlrteen miles west of Kings-
ton. - It was formelly known as Ernesttown. Those
of you who have passed that way will ‘remember’ that

. about a mile west of the village there is a bend in the
shore round which the road leads and that a short
ormvdly beach juts ‘Sut, inclosing a small pond of water.
At the .end of ‘this, west stands an old frame house,

) tlme-worn and- dilapidated. Behind this house tbe
steam’er alrea.dy mentloned was built, and three years

later another known as the Ckcm lotte was launched

| here * Thousa,nds of people were prebent and the event '

v

. I hage often heard my father tell” a.bout going to ‘see the launch of *

the Charlotte _He went on. foot a round distance of over thirty miles;— %

AN

‘,'~'\
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was long remembered. They were, no doubt, mar-
vellous things in thObC days—much more so, perhaps,
than that huge mammoth of steam cra.ft of later days,

the Gfriat Eastern,’is to-us. I cannot mve the dlmen- T

sions of these boats, but it is safe -to say that they
werenot large. Their exploits in the way of speed w |
considered mql'vellous, and formed the topic of conver-
sation in many a home. " A trip-in one of them down
the ba,); Jt() Kingston- was a greater feat then- than a
/va'yég/e to vLi\Arerpool is now; and they went but little
* faster than a man c;)uld walk. : -
Early travellers predicted that Ernesttown wbul‘;l
be 4 plabe of import’ance; ‘but their predictions have
come to naught. It reached mahy years ago the cul-
‘minati‘ng point in its history. Still, in the progress of
our cofuntry the above must give it more than a pas-
‘sing interest. Gourlay speaks of 'Bat‘h\ in 1811, and"
_sayé “The iziila;we contains a valuable social library »
—a thmu at that date which could not be. found prob-
ably i in any other parb of the Provmce ..
Previous to the introduction of steamers, which ga&'p
a'wonderful il'npetus’: ‘;o-)tra.de,‘ and completely revolu-
. tionized it, the traffic of the country was carried on

under great disadvantages.: Montreal and Quebeg, the « :’ )
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: _one the dep6t of merchandise and the other the centre
. of the lumber trade were far away,and could only ‘be
_reached during six months in the year by the St. Law-
refice, whose ‘navigation, on account of its raplds wa.s.
dlfﬁcult and dangerous There was but little money, ‘
a_nd busmess;wa.s eonducted on an _understood basis of
ex‘chano'e or barter. During th.e winter months the
fa.rmer threshed his grain, ;and brouo'ht it with his pork
and potash to the merchant who gave him o'oods for
hls fa,mlly in return. -The- merchant was usually a ‘
lumberma,n a.s-well and he bus1ed hiwnself in the win-
“ter time m\gettmg out tlm%er and hauling it to the
bay, where it was rafted a.nd made ready, for movindv
early i m the sprmg As soon as navigation was 0pen
barves and batteaux were. loaded with potash and pro-
duce,.and he set sail ‘with these and his rafts down the
© river: It was always a voyage of ha,rdshlp and danger.
v (rood fortune attefided him, he would. ix the course -
of: three or four weeks make Montreal, and Quebec
with his rafts two or three Weeké la,ter Then com-. -
mericed the labour of disposing’of his stuﬂ' setthng up

- the year’s account% and purcha.smo‘ more n‘oods Wwith |

. Which h1s boats: were loa.ded and despatched for home

- % . °
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The task of the country merchant in, makmfr his
selections then, was much more difficult tha,n it is now.
~ Moreover, as he could reach his market but.once in
“the year, hls purchases had to be governed by this fact.
He had to caterto the entire wants of his cubtomexs
. and was in .the letter as well as the spmt a denela,l
merchant for he kept dry goods, grocenes crockery,
hardwa.re tools, implements, drucrs—everythm , in
fact, flom a neetle to an anch01 The return trip with
- his merchandise ' was slow and difficult, ']he smoothﬂf

stretches of the river were " passed Wlth the oar and

sail, the currents with poles, while the more dlﬁiculb

rapids_ were overcome by the men, assisted’ Wlbh LOX-

- teams. Thus he worried his way through, and by the
time he got home two or thiee months had been con-
~ sumed. Durm(r the winter monbhs while the western -
. trader was busy in collectmnr his supplies for the spring, ‘
. the "general merchant of Montreal, a veritable nabob
‘in those days, locked up his shop and set off with - ‘a
team for Upper Canada, and spent it in v191t1n(r his

customers The. World moved slowl-y then. The ocean

- was bravelsed hy salhntr shlps—they brourrht our mer-

7 ’cha.ndlse a.nd mails, In winter, the only commumca- .

tion w1th Montrea.l and Quebec was by stage, a.nd in

t
o 1
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’dlfﬁculty One of the wonders of swift, travelling of
“the day was the feat of Weller, the mail contractor

a.nd stacre proprletor in sending Lord Durham throucrh
from Toronto to Montreal in thlrty six hours. Ma.ny a
strange adventure could be told of sta,ge rides between
Toronto and Quebec, and of the \merg;h_ants in their -
annual trips dov&n the St: La\}vrence .on rafts and in
batteaux and 1t seems a pity that so much that would
arcuse and 1ntere%t readers of the - present day has
never been chronicled. = b :

There “was ~one thing brought about by those

“batteaux voyages for which the farmer is by no means
thankful. The men. used to fill their beds'with fresh
straw on their return and by, this means the (Ja.nadla.n‘
thistle found its way to Upper Ca.na.da '

_ As Canada had not been behind in employing steam
in navigation, so she was fiot, behind in emp]oymo- it
in another direction. Stephenson ‘built the first rail-
road between Lwerpool ‘and Manchester in 1829, Some
years later 183() “we had a ra,ﬂwaﬁy m Ca.nada and

now we’ have over 5,000 mlles in the Dommlon These

two agencies have entirely chanﬂed the character both

of our commerce and: mail serv1ce The latter; in those
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early days, in the Midland distriet, was a prlvate spec-
( , ulation of one Huff, who travelled the country and
delivered papers ami letters at the houses. This was
~a very irregular and - unsatlsfa.ctory state of things,
but was better than no mail at all. Then came the
Wonderful Improvement of a weekly mail carried by a
i messenorer on horseback; and as time wore on, the
delivery became more frequent post~ofﬁces multlphed
postage rates were 1edauced and correspondence m-
.creased. There were two other enterprises which the
country took hold of very soon after their dxscovery
I refer o the canals and the telegraph. The first, the,
Lachine Canal was commenced in 1821, and the Wel-
land in 1824.° The Montreal Telegraph Company was
" organized in 1847. So that in those four great discov-
eries Wthh have revolutxomzed the tra.de of the world,
it will be seen that our young country kept abrea§t
. With the times, and her advance, not only in those
improvements, but in every branch of sc1ence a,nd arl:‘
\ has been marvel]ous ‘ .
The Midland Distriet, so na,med because of its cen-

_ tral position, was ong of thé largest districts'i m the

Provinee; but county aftér county was cut away from
1t on all mdes until lt was crrea,tly shom of its pro-
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porﬁor'ljs’.ﬂ ABef(}re‘ this elipf)ing had begun, the courts

were held' alternately in Kingston an Adolphus-
- 4

"town. - The’ old Court-Houseq‘still stands,* and is as
-melancholy 3 monument of ifs former importance as
one could wish to seq, The town which -the eriginal

surveyors laid out here, and which early writers men-

tion, T have never BI-)é'en able to ﬁﬁd more of than.the -
" plot. Q”It"m.ust have flourished long 'bef‘bre my day.
.. But what about Prince Edward county ? Ot co}ui'se
! you know that it vwas set off in 1833, and) that the

first Court ofA‘Assizei was held in this town%then
Hallowell—in 1834, I am not aiblc\a to \'ga,y/inuqh about

ts early history though I am-sure there are many |

incidents of very gre’at/ interest eonnected with it,
probably lost for the .want of some friendly hand.

Latid was taken gplig this neighbourhood. lby Barker,
Wa.shbum; Si)encer,- Vandusen, and others about the' -
: ,yea,r 1790.‘ Patents were issued by ‘the’Gévernment

in 1802-3-4. At 3 meeting held at Eyre’s Inﬁ, on the

- T4th of Febm‘arg, 1818, at which Ebenezer WasﬁBurﬁ,‘
* Esq., presided, I learn that ’ﬂ.lerefwas&n the fownship
. of Hallowell at that time but two brick—houses, one :

s :fmf
B 2

gy L7
R o,
T

" township, erected on its site.

M

* It has been tsken down since; and g town hall' for the use of the

_ - v .
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carding.and fu]hno' mll] one Methodlst Chapel=now
known as the old Chapel at Conger’s Mill—one Quaker
Meetmo' House. Prepara.tlons were being made to -
build a church*  Orchards were becrmmntr to .be
'pla.nted and other improvements. The first settlers; '
pald at the te of one sbllhng per acre for their land.
Four-ﬁfths of the entire Midland (hstne , in 1818, was
a dense forest: We can hardly realise the fact that

seventy * years ago there was probably not a soul living ’

in this fair countv " .
‘Let s skip over a period of about forty years from
the first settlement, and have a Igok at the pesple and
V how they lived. 'The log houses, in very many cases,
had been tra,nsformed into comfortab] commodious
dwellmgs The log ba,ms/a;n lovels, too, had given
place to larger frame barns and sheds, _many of which
are still to. be seen around the country. The changes

Wroucrht in those short years were wonderful, and = .

ha.vmg followed he pioneer hither and doted " his

* progress;te us 1step into one of these homes and take.

a seat with the famlly gathered around the sgacious -
_ﬁre-place with: lts glowmg ﬁre bla.zmg up cheerfully

% Knownas St, Mary Magdalene. The Rev, W. Macs aliry ~think,

was the first rector, and lived to gooﬁ/d age.
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- «through the heaped-up Wooé, and note the comforts
and amusements of the eontented circle. -Hoyw'vc]early
the picture stands out to many of us. How well we

: remember the time V\hen with young and vigorous
step, we set our feet in the path which- has led us
farther and fa.rther away E o

““ A thousand fantasies

" Begin to throng into my memory, ' ‘
Of calling shapes and beckoning shadows.”

.o

Now, please undelstfmd me in this matter. We h‘we
not a partlcle of | sympathy with the or dinary g (*‘t'umbler
by Whlch we mean ‘that class of persons whose noses
are not only stuck up at any and every encroachment
on their worn- d{lt ideas of what is right and wrong,
but, lfke crabbed terriers, snap at the, heels of every

- man that passes. Nor do, we wish you to think that -
- we pl e our fathers on a hwher pla.ne of intellectual
. power and worth than we have reached or can reach.
The ‘world rolls on, , and decade after decade adds to the

aceumulatlve brain force.of humamty Meén of bhduaht

T ‘and' powcr through all the ages have scattered seed '

- and while mnch of it has come to naught, a kemel here

" and there possessed of vital force has germinated ‘and

orown You 1emember what the O'rea,t Teacher said-. .
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about “a-grain of m‘ustard seed which a man took and
sowed in his ﬁé{d, which indeed is the least of 'aHs/ee(.]s‘,

~ but Whéﬂ it is grown it is- the éreateg,t among herbs,

' ‘afld becometh a tre%, s0 th‘a;t\the birds of the air come '
and lodge.in the branc es  thereof.”. Any man who’
-iooks around him must qéicnéwledge that we are going-

- . # ahead, but noﬁwiﬁhsfanding this, every clarefui— observer

- cann(jg fail to see that there is growing up'ivn our__
l:and a large amgunt of Silar_n, and hence, as Isaial tells

" us, jt would be well for us to look more frequently,“into
the cock whe_\ ce ye are ':hetfn, and to the ho'le% of ﬁlié
pit whence ye are d{gged.” Let us not. only treasure:
the re ollection of the noble example Which, our fpfe-' ‘
fathers §et g§L but let us imitate those sterlfng»qualities -
which re der théir'names dear to'iuls. A

“It is & common complaint perpetually reiterated,”
remarks a\r: cy vyri‘ter,"‘ that the occupations.of life are
: filled to o rilowing; that the avenues ts wealth or
% distinction\are so crowded with competitors that it ig’ -
{3 hopeless to ndeavour to make way in the dense and’
1§ - jostling masses. "This desponding' wail was loubtless
_ heard when the young earth- had scarcely commenced
* her career ofiglory, and it will be dolefully, reépeated by
future_generations to_the end of time. Long before.
Cheops had planted the basement-stone of his pyramids,
when Sphinx \and Colossi had not_yet_been fashioned——
ntoitheir huge existence, and the untou‘efhed quarry
4 ' had given st heither temple nor monumént, thé young :
o, " Egyptig s he looked - along the Nile, ' may have . -,
' P . 1, . -

®
‘
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' mourned that he was born too late. 'Fate had: done'
him injustice in withholdi is “individual being till
the destinies of man .were accomplished. His imagi-
nation exulted at wh,a he might have been, had/his
chance been commensfrate with his_merits, but what
remained for him now in this worn-out, battered used-
up hulk of a-world, but to sorrow for the good times
which had exhausted Ll resources ?,° ¢ -

“The mournful la.me‘ntatwn of > antiquity has not-

_been weakened in its transmission, and it is not more

" reasonable now than when\\{t dloa,ned by " the Nile.
There is always room enough in “the woi"ld .and work "

waiting for'willing hands. The® \‘ehal'm that conquers
obstacles and commands” success A4S strong will “and
strong work. - Application is “friend and ally of .
genius. The laborious-schoktt, the. diligent merchant,
the 1nglustr10us mechanic, . the ha,rd-wmkma fa.rmer
are thtiving men, and ake rank in the world W'hlle
genius by itself lies in idle admiration of a fa,me that
is ever prospective. Theshare sleeps 6r amuses himself
by the wa.y51de and thertorto;(se wins, the race.”
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RANDOM RECOLLE&TIONS

OF

EARLY DAYS.

PATERNAL MEMORIES—A VISIT TO THE HOME OF MY BOYHOOD—
THE OLD QUAKER MEETING-HOUSE-- FLASHES OF SILENCE~-THE
OLD BURYING GROUND — ‘‘TO THE MEMORY OF ELIZA” —

" GHOSTLY EXPERIENCES—HIVING: THE BEES—ENCOUNTER WITH
A BEAR—GIVING ‘‘THE MITTEN ’—A ‘‘ BOUNDARY QUESTION ”’
—SONG OF THE BULLFROG — RING — SAGACITY, OF ANIMAIS—
TRAINING-AYS —PICTUR ISQUE SCENERY OF THE DAY OF QUINTE

~ —JOHN, A, MACDONALD — A PERILOUS, JOURNEY — AUNT JANE
AND WILLET CASEY.

‘

.

ORE than forty-f{ve years have elapsed since my
father departed this life, and left me a lad, the

eldest of six children, to take his place, 'and"a.s,sist*m}-t:'

mother as well as I could in the management of affairs.

Twenty ycars later mother was laid by his side, and
before a,nd since’all my sisters have gone. - For a num-
ber of yea,rs the only survivors of thatr once happy
household, the memory of which is so fresh and dear.

to me, have been myself and brother. , Upper Canada

, was a vastly differgt place at the time of'my father’s
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decease (1840) from what it is now. /‘The opportun-.
itiés' he had when young' were propmtmnate]y few.
I have been a considerable wanderer in my day, and
have had cha,nces of seeing’ what the world has accom-
- plished, and of contrasting it with his time and advan- -
ta,n'es If his hnes had fallen in- another- sphere ot
actlon le would have matde his mark As it was, dur—
ing his short life-—he died at the age of 42—he had

with his’own hands acquired an excellent farm of 250

acréé, with a -good, .Spacious, Well—furmishéd house,

' barns, and out- bixildiﬁrrs " His far as a- model of
" order and thorc/)ucrh tillage, well stoljl;m’%e best

lmproved cattle sheep, and hogs that coul

tha,t time, and all thé 1mp1ements wer

therefore . mdependent and had money,. a,f, 1nterest

Thls 1{', seems to me, was somethlncr f01 a man to

o accomphsh in twenty yeals But this was not all. He.

| was acknowledcred to be a man of 1nte1hgence supcuo1

‘to most in those days,and was frequently consulted by .-

nelghbours and friends in matters of 1mpmtance a

, warm pohtlclan and a strlct tempera,nce man, He was

one\of the best speakers in the district, always in

) requk b af] pubhc\ meetings, and especiallys during an

°
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" election ca,mpa,ign'u ‘Into politieal contests- he entered P

~

with all his niight, and would sometimes be away & -

‘ weel or mote at a time, stumping—as they used to term
it—th:a disti/‘i,ct. In politics he -was a heformer, and *

" under the then existing circumstances I think I should \
have been one t00. But the Vexed questlons that’ arrl- -
tated: the pubhc mind then, a,nd against which he fought

“and ‘wrote, have been adJusted An old co-worker
of his sa1d to me many: years after at an election:

« What' z}*@* your fathér could not have seen that you _ )
Wouid:oppoée\he par\tfhe\}abemed 80 hard ‘to build

\ up. If a son of mine d1d it T would fé{issmher}t him as ﬂ( “
quick as I Would shove a toad off a stick.” I-<said to

my old frlend that T supposed the son had\qrmte’as good '

: \a,\nght to form his opinions on cemaim /ﬁéﬁf@ls as his.

_ father had. \Pohtlcal and religious prejudices are hard

things. to rem\ove “Tremember a deputation waiting - -
\ —
~on my father to get him to_consent o be a ¢ candlda‘oe

- foran elechon\whlch was on the. evé of takmg‘place

at he h<a,d reached a pomt whlch would
imle@vicﬁg;hisfbusinési_ﬁe,addgd_that L
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'su—H an honour upon hlm he mwht cens1der it more
fa\ourably Peter Pexry was chosen and I know my |

 <father W01ked hard for him, an‘d he Tory cand1date

» ‘Ca,rtero'ht ‘was defeated. This" reminds me of a

little bit of ba,nkmcr history, which creabed some noise

in the dlsfrlct at the time, but Wl’llch is qu1te forgotten

novs(. A number of leading. farmers _of whom my

fa,ther was one, concewed the ldea, of establishing a -~ . i

w Fa,rmers Joint Stock Bank,” ‘which was subsequently
carried ou’o -and a, bank beanng that name was} started
~in Bath. John. S. Carthmht, the thén/ member
- tjthLouo\'Tl Whom lr>hey expected to _get a’ charter and
who was mterested in the Comndermal Bank at Kln(r—
Qton falled “to, reallze 6heu' expecta,tlons in *that pal-
'tlcular and the new bank ha,d to close its-doors. The
ope\nlnd was prema,ture an,d Gost the stocklloldels a
"considerable sum of moxey. Tl’lfb little b /zml\nw\egl-

\; sode helped to. defeat Mr. Cartwrmht at,, £he next
- election. =

Over thirty yea.rs have passed smce I left my old )
hz)me, and change after change has, oceumed as the..

- yea,rs rolled along, until- - have bectme a stmnﬂ‘er b0 -

‘ne I the people of ‘the nembbourhood "and feel »
- st,la, e where T used to romp and- play in boyhood
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The houses and fields have changed the woods have
been pushea further back, “and it isng len‘?rerihe home-
“that is ﬁxed in my memory. My visits bave con-
) sequently become less and’ le/s\s fxex;plent On oné of
“ these oecasxons I felt a a sbmnor mclmahon one Sabbath a
o morning to v1srt the.old Ql;aker Meetm}‘ﬁeuse about
"> three mlles away .'g&fter makmg my teilette and
breakfastmg, I sallied forth, on fogt\ahd_ alone, through ~
the fields and WOQdS/ Phe daylwas such as I would
ha.ve selected - fmm/a, tlmu and. It was' towards the
la/.st of May———a season wherexn if a,man s Rear fail to

; rdance bhthely hie must mdeed be a wicting of dulness ;

The sun was moving upward in his dmmal course,xmd
qulred suﬂluenﬁ}eat to render the shade ot \
the wooci deSJra,ble The heaven Was cloudtess, and ,.
softnlancruor rested on the face of nature stealing” the
fhmd s sympa,th_ryu aynd woomg it to the de]whts ot re-
) ¢ pose Myy mind was 'too much occupled with eaxly '
a. . recollect.xons ta do r@ore }P bale‘l“ygtlee the splen- ;
‘dour and the symphomes around e, ﬁThe hum of the‘
E&ee and the beetle! s they WWEC! th"“rr sw1fs ﬁlo'ht ”‘
onéza.rdé tl}e g of the rob"in and” the m(eadow lmk
._as they Lune‘ tHeiT thwats tg_the_prmses “of the -

DR

_ tisen sun, and the crowing of some distant ‘chantic
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* cleer, moved lazﬂy in the sluggish air. Itwasa season
_of general repose, Just such a day, I thmk as a saint ;
“would choose fo assist his fancy ‘in d%cnbmg the. -
i_;_,\,s&nny regions whlther his thoughts dehght to wander,
or a poég would select to refine his ldea,s o)f;/the
~ climate of Elysmm At 1ength 1. a,rn(d at_the old
eetmg-house where I had often gone, when a lad
with my.father and mother. i - =
It was a Wooden bulldlng standing at a corner of the
roa.ﬂ\a,ml \(as/amona the first Pplaces of worshlp erected
: m the Province. The efects of the beating storms of -
nearly h&l%axentury were/stafmped onthe unpamted TTz;\,p-
" boards, and-the shingles which pr: OJected just farenough
over the plate to cany off the water, were worn and
pa,rtlally covered with moss. sOne would look in vam,
for anythmc?/ that could by any" posmblhty be, clalmed .
as an oman;ént Two small doors gave access to the

ntenor‘“whlch was as plain and ugly as the exterlor

A Pdltltlun with* doors, that neig let,down during the
tine of w on,:,hlp, d1v1ded the room 1nto equah_pax’es‘*afﬁd\
separated the men and women, It was fvdmshed with
‘strong pme benches, with backs and at the far side
. were €wo- rows of eleva:ted benches _which were

occup1ed on both sides by leading members of the so- .
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ciety. I have often Watched the TOW of broad- -brims-
on one hand and the scoop bonnets™ on the other, with
boylsh mtexest and wondered what par ticular thing

in the room they gazed at so steadily, and why some .

~ of them twirled one thumb round the other with such .

- regularity.. On tkls occasion I entered quietly, and

- _took a seat nealj the door. There were a-number of

e R
familiar faces in the audience. Some whom I had
known when young ‘were o'rowino'" grey, but many of

the well- remembered faces’ were gone. The gravity. of

o7

the audlence ‘and the solemn sﬂence were very: impres-+

- sive ; but still recollections of the past crowded from my

mmd the sacred obJect which had broughit the people/
together. Now I looked ab the old bayonet marks in
the, posts, made by the soldiers. who had-used it as a
barrack 1mmedla.tely after the war of 1812 Next, the .
- letters of a]l shapes-and sizes cut by mlschlevous boys
with their jacknives in- “the backs of the seats years

kaoro arrested my. attentlon and brouorht to mind how

weary I ,used to get; but a,s I always sat with my - \
- father, I dared not try my hand at carving. Then, the

“thought came: Where are; »hose boys now ? Some of -

them were. sober, edate maena, Slttlﬂﬂ‘ before me~with

their broad brimmed hats shadowmg then faees others '
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were sleeping in th/e yard oufs1de and others had’ left '
the nelghboulhood years.ago. ~Then I thought of the . -
. great, ‘Quaker preacher and author J oseph John Gulr-\
" ney,whomT had hea,rd in this room, and of J. Pease the
phlla,nt.hroplc Enghsh banker. Then another incidentr -
of quite a different character,- came -to my: recollectlon
An old and well known Hicksite prea,cher was there
" one Sunday (always called First Da,y by the frlends)
. and the spmt moved him to speak The chks1te and
’7\\_ orthodox Quakers were somethmg like the -J ews and
f‘Sa,m‘u'lta,ns of old—they dealt with ore another, but i
.\ had no rehglous fellowship. The old friend had sald
but a few words when one of the lea,dera of the meet-\ e
ing rose and said very gravely: “Slt thee down, James;”
but James'did not seem’ disposed to be choked off in .
this peremptery way, and continued. Again’ the old -
frlend stood up, and’ w1th _stronger emphasis sald/
e Ja,mes I tell thee to sit thee down;” and this time
B James subsided. There was .nothing more-said on the
occasion, and - after a- long silence, the meeting broke
up. On: a.nother er_occasion, a young friend, who had
: asplred to ‘become a tea.cher, stood-up, and in that

pebuha.r draw]mg, smc-song ‘tone which used-to be a

: actenstlc of nearly all their preachers sa,lds “The
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{jm:dsrof the air have nests, the foxe&’haﬁé holes but e
\the Son of man’hath not where to,,la.y his head and:
then sat down, lea,vmb\thase Who heard him to enla,rae )
and apply- the text to suit emselves There™ Wa;s\
nothlng more said that day. And so my mlnd wan-
dered. on frqm one thmg to another, until at length my

B attention was éﬂrpested by :a friend who rose and took »
off his hat (members of the society .alwa&s sit with their
_hats on)‘ and gave us a‘,shmt and toixchina discourse.
1 have heard some of the most tellufg and heart- search-
mg addresses at Qua,ker meetmgs On this occasion,
there Wwas no attempt—-—there could be none from a plam
people like this—to - tickle the ear w1th well-turned

—

pemods or rhetorical display. After the meetmg was

over, I walked out into the orra,veya,rd %Iy fathel\\
“and ‘mother and two sisters lie there together a.nd \
several members of my father’s* family. There is a
pecuhanty a,bout a Quaker burvmv-ground that will

~arrest the attention-of any visitor. * ' Other denomina-

. tions are wont to mark the last resting place of loved
ones by costly stones and inscriptions; but here the
-, majority of the graves are marked with, a. plain board,‘

and many of them have only the initials of t%eceased, 1

and the rank g grass- interlocks its s spines “above the
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humble mounds. - I remember my father having some
difficulty to get consent to place a.plain’marble slab at - {
the head"of his fatber and mother’s grave. But were - < | I8
those who slumbered berieath forovotten? Far. other--
wise. The husband here contemplatedﬁ ‘the lowly

- dwelling place of the former minister to-his delight.
The lbver recognised the ph)cé where she _whose
pre@enoe was all-i 1nspmn(r reposed, and each knew.
* where Wele interred those who had been lights to their )
world of love, and on which grave to shed the drop 4
" born of affection and sorrow. Although the pomp, the - ; ?1 ‘
state, and the pageantry of love were her ransom, yet-- : _\:W‘ ’
hlther in moments when surroundlnov objects were for- ~ ~ ||
gotten had retired the afflicted, and poured forth the '

“watery tribute that bedews the cheek of those.that ~ {4.-
mourn “in ‘spirit and in truth.” Hither came those \

. whose spirits had been bowed down beneath the bur- - »

"

~ den of distress, and indulged in the melancholy oceupa-

" tion of silent grief, from which nohma.n ever went forth*

without benefit.: I thought of Falconer’s lmes — : - &r
. B
~ . “ Fall oft shall memory from obhvmn 8 ve11 \ o “’é
" Relieve your scenes, and sigh with gnef sincere.” = . ‘
- N

After lingering for some tlme near the resting place of




/\

NV

N\
NI

—— e . S

RANDOM RECOLLECTIONS OF EARLY DAYS. 263

€

Y
4,
R N

- /

B l -~ the dear ones of my own family, I turned a\;vay and

threaded my Way thoughtfully back.

DuunO* another visit to the nelcrhboum of my
birth, after having tea Wlth the Rev.. , Rec-
- T ook a stroll thlough the orra,veya.rdf

tor of -

that lirpearly surrounds the old church;; and spent some -
time in reading the - mscrlptlons on the headstones.
There were numbers that were new and strange, but
- the ‘mosl'f of them -bore names that were familiar.
K 7 : Time, of courae,‘had left his mark, and in some cases

T - : ~the lettering Was almost gone,_,Many of thos& silent —
sleepers I remembered well, and had followed their re- ,;_v
mams to the grave, and had heard the old Rectm pro- N

nounce the last sad rlte By Ea,rth to ea,rth, ashes to R

2
4.

ashes dust to dust,” long years ago. As I passed on =

; 'from grave to grave of former frlgnds and.neighbours; -

" N “ E‘a.ch m&narrow celll forever la;,,,*
many curious and plea,sﬁ’lg\recollhectiohs Were brought to \ B
‘mind. I came at last to. the ,la,rge vault of the first N
. «3 K ' Rector, who was among the firstin.t l‘Pl ovince. Irecol- -

. lected well the building of this® recepta.cle for the dead,

_.and howhis family, one after, another, were placed in it;."

By and then the summons came to him, and he was taid =
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there. A few yeals late; h]s wife, the wlvor of )
the fa,mlly, was put thexe too and tbe large slabs were
“shut down for the last ﬂme closing the final chapter of/
_J.hls family. hlsl;ory, and—as does not- often happen n -
this w or’[g—j-fhey were taiu’ng_fihelr last sleep und1v1ded
But Time, the great destro; er; had been at Work durlncr
the _years that had’ fled, and I Was sorry to ﬁnd that.
the slabs that covered the upper part of the Vault and .
which bore the’ inseriptions, were broken and that the‘ o
= walls were \fdlhng in. There were no friends left to —
ir;teregh 3themselves in repairing the wum strie- P
ture, and in a, few years more the probab*rhtres are
that every'. vestlo'e_- of the_ last- restmg—place of .this
“united couple ~will be gone. It is noh & pleasmg
thought, and yet it is tlue that howeVer much we
‘may be 1oved and however’ many fnends may follow
us w1th tears. to_the grave, in.a few short years they
- w1ll be gone and no one left to care ngms or perhap>
know that we ever lived. I ha.ve stood- of an’ evenmg
‘in the grs@b cemetery of Pere/ Ia,/GEwe Pari ’/s,_a,nd’
watched the people tr ooplncr in- with their Wreaths of |
zm;;n\f‘cllcs to be placed on the tombs of dep’aﬁ_ea/

friends, and others w1th cans, of water and-flowers to

lplant around the gra,ves Here atid there could be
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" seen. where some loved one had been sprinkling the "
delicate: ﬂowors or remained to water them with their
tears. This respect paid to the memery of departed
onés is p]ea,sant and 'yet, alas, how “Very few, aﬁer
" two or three creneratx,gs,are remembered ‘The naine
that meew one stone after another might
as WeH be a blank for all we know of théem.. Anyone
g jwho Kas yisited the old churchyards or lumed abbeys
' '\’m England must -have felt this, as his gaze has rested
on time- W01n tablets-from’ which every mark had long

. since been oblltelated

e By time subdued (what w;]me subdue) I »

-

Turning away froni the va,lht and passing down the
yard, I ca,me to. & grave bhe headstone of which had
fallen, and Was broken I turned the two/pmces over,

~and. véad £ To the memory of Ehza —-— V. Andis this,
thought I, the end of the only record of the dear friend -
- of my boyhood the merry, happy girl whom every one
vl’oved ? No one left after a score of years “to care for _
_ -her grave? . So it is. ‘The years sweep on“\ « Friend ‘
after fnend departs, still on, and all récollection'of us
"is lost ; on still, and the very stones that Were ralsEd a§ 5

4 memorial dlsa,ppea,r and’the pla,ce bhat knew us once

knows us mno more forever. 1 turned, away, sad and

iy
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thouahtful but after a little my mmd Wandered back
again to ‘the sunny hours of youth, and I lived them;
over. Ellza had been in our family for several years,
and was one of thexmost cheérful, kind-hearted on]s
one could wish"to see. ' She had a fine voice, and it -
" seemed as natural for her to sma as a bird. This, WIth
rher happy dlsposmon made her the llght and life of-
 the house." She_ _was like the little’ burn that vvent2
daricing so hcrhtl ~over -the pebb]es in the meadow—"
brmht spa,rkhno', Joyous, delwhtlncr in pranks and fun
as much as a kitten. R s

““True mirth resides not, ii\the smiling skin—
'The sweeted solace is to act no sin,"—HERRICK.
- l . } 3 ’
- I.do not, think' Eliza ever intentionally acted a sin.

.
A

On one occasion, however, this excess of spirit led. her
perhaps beyond the bounds of- - maidenly plopnety,
/ but it was done without consideration, and When it .

' was over_ caused her a good deal of pain. Thé mis-
\chlevous httle adventure referred to shall, be, men- )
tioned pres*ently o _ )

" We bad some ne;Ohb011rs who Leheved in ghosts;

not an uncoxpmon thing in those. days. Eliza, with

myself, had frequentlyAhea.rdfrom\t](lesg people descrip-
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tions of remarkable sights they had seen, and dreadful -
noises they had heard at one time-and anothei:. She
oonceived the idea of -making an addition to their ex-

perlences in this way, and as an expeument made a

_ trlal on\me Lhad been away one afternoon, and re-

\_;,

turned about nine o'clock. -It was quite dark. In the’

meantime she had quietly'made her prgp‘aratwns and h

was on the Iook out-for me. When my horse’s feet '

,were heard cantering up the road, she placed herself ‘so

_ that I could not fail to see her. On I came, and, dash- ,

inrr up to the gate, dismounted ; énd there before me.
on the top of the stone wall was somethmcr the hewht
of a human figure d;‘aped in white, moving slowly and
noiselespslyifywar&é me. 1 was startled at first, hut a

- second thought satisfied me what was up; and that my -

. supel:hatura] visitor was. quiée' harmless. I passed ‘

through the gate, but my pet mare* did not seem in-
" clined to follow untﬂ I spoke to her and, then she.

" hounded through with a snort, After putting her in

P

the ﬁeld and retummg, I found the ghost had vamshed
- But 1'was quite sure I ha.d niot done with it yet and

j,}a,s I drew near*bhe house I was in momentary expecta-
'tion that it would come out upon me somewhere. I

" kept a sharp look-out, but saw nothing, aud had reached .
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the porch door to go in, when. lo, there stood the spec-
tre ba,rrlng my way ! I pa,used and g]a.nced at its ap-
pearance as well as T could and T must confess if I-had
been at all superstitious, or had come on such an ob- ,
jjecig in a stI:alige place, I think I should _have been
somewhat shaken. However, I knew my spectre, and- -
boldly /took hold of it, and found I had something
tangible in mV grip. After a brief and silent strucgle
I thrust open the door, and brought my v1ct1m/1nto the
room.” My mother and sisters, who knew mothing of
what had been’ going on, were gleatly a armed to see
me dragging into the house a white object, nd woman-
like, began to scream; but the mystery

vealed. ~ She had made up some thfck

quxte a- sepulchra,l expression, to wblch the darkness
gave eﬁ'ect and being enveloped in-a * white sheet,
made, we thought a capltal ghost. ‘This did not sat-
isfy her, and. was only a prellmmary to her a,ppea,ra:nce
- on the first suitable occasion to our neighbours. It was i
not long before they encountered the ghost on their
way home after daile” and were so badly fn,g;htened

that in-the end I think ‘Eliza was worse fnght.ened
than they Eliza never ha.d any confidants in ‘these

?
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dittle a.ﬁ'alrs -and they were over before any one in the
- house knew of it. This Was /the end, so far as she was
concerned, of this kind of amusement. ST

- Some time after this another little episodeﬁof a simi-
lar ndture“happened,, but this time Eliza was one of the
victims. We had a near neighbour, an -old bachelor,
- who had a fine patch of melons cloee at hand. Eliza

- and a cousin who was on a visit had had their eyes on
' them, and ode day declared they were gémg that nmht

- to get -some of Tom’s melons. Mother advised them '
, hot to do it, and told them there ‘wer melons enono'h

in our own garden. without. their 0‘01n0 to steal Tom’s. '

’ No, they did’nt want, them, they were going to have a
i laugh on Tom;-and so when it was dark they set off to _
J\ : commit the trespdss. They had been away bliﬁ afew .

minutes when mother—who by the way was 4 remark-

v . ably timid woman, and I have often wondered how she

Sl B got up eﬁo_ugh 1 courage to play the trick—put a white

_sheet under her\r and followed. along the road to a
turn where was a pa1r ‘of bars, through which the girls .

* had passed to the field. Here she _paused, and when

she Ianc1ed’the“glr}s had’reache&tben*destma;tlonwhchv—
drew the sheet a.round her, rapped on the bars with —
- a stick, and called to them, Then, folding. up the

\ . S~ N
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-, sheet, she ran away home. She was not sure’ whether
they had seen her or not. The sheet was put. awdy,
“and, taking up her knitting,~she sat do qujetly to
await their return, which she antlclpated almost imme-
diately. A long time elapsed, and they did not appear. i
Then mother became alarmed, and as she happened ‘
to be alone she did not know what to do Though
she ha.d orone out on purpose to frighten the girls, T do’
not think she could have belen induced to go‘out again
to see what Wd,S keepmor them After a while Mary
" came in, and then Ehza, both pale and bearmfr evidence .
of having had a ternble frlght Mothe};Ma,sked them what
-+ in the world was theﬁnatter “0, Aunt Polly 1”7 ’ohey
\both exclcumed we ha,ve seen such an awful thing to- -
'movht no« What was it 2” - They could nof tel="1t was
terrible ! Where did you seeit ?” « Over by the bars !

just: aswe ha.d - got a_melon we heard an awful noise, and

“then we savq somethm«r white movmcr about, and then it
was q\"e b7 They were S0 badly frightened that they
dropped down amono- the vines and lay there for some
~ minutes. They then got up, and, maklncr a,detow
: wa,lked heme but how thev never coulitelL_Mot I_‘ .

L
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' /,them about: 1t There were no more ghosts seen in the

N

nelghbourhood after that. . ¢ . a
Time passed on, and Ehza. slove of mischief drove };enf >
‘ 1nto another kind of adventure She was a glri of fine ' ,

presence ; fair, with bright black eyes and soft black 2

halr, which curled na,tura,lly, and was )usua.lly worn

. combed back off the forehead. The general verdict -
was that she was pretty I have no doubt if she had °
‘had the opportumty she would have made a brllhant

. actress as she was naturally clever, possessing- an ex=
cellent” memorymand being, a wonderful mimic. She

~ would enter 1nto a bit-of fun with the abandon of a
‘Bﬂd and if occasion required the stoieism of a deacon
the whole hcluse mlo'ht be convulsed with lauorhter
"but ih Eliza’s face if shie set her mind 4o it, yéu could
_not discern the change of a muscle. Her fea,tures were’

v 1egu1ar and of that peculiar cast which, when she was ‘
equipped in man’s attire, méde her a most attractive-
looking beau. About half a mile away lived a poor
widow with a couple of ‘daquhters, and very nice girls . {

the§ ‘“Were bﬁt ‘one was sai(i to be a bit'of a éﬁquette

practlca.]? lesson in the followmcr nIanner. She dressed )

herself in fa.thers clothes and set a,bout. makmg the -

Al




<= girl’s acquaintance, She possessed the

" The affair was a‘Itogetherahsecret. Wei],_in due. coy

. astrange young man called about dark one evemg;

. - at.the widow’s to make engumes respecting a person
in the nelvhbourhood he Wlshed to find.— He gave out

- N allbwed to rest for a few moments ; ‘made himself agree-

able, chatted Wlth the girls, and when he was leaving -

was invited to. call again if Ie passed that way. He '~

did call again in a short tlme and again and again, and
- Struck  up a regular courtsh;p with one of the girls, and
_succeeded to all appearance in winning her affection.
Now, the question | presented itself, when matters began
to take thls shape, how she was' to. break it off, and
the affair was such"a novelty that. she became quite

-1nfatuated with it, and 1 haye no doubt would have

continued ‘her Visits if an acudent had not happened o

" which brougbtfthe/m to an abrupt termination. * On_
‘'her return one nmht she une}xpectedly met - father

%t the door, and as théle was no chance for' retreat;

_she very courteously_asked—}f—he—eeﬂld—du'ect—her to

“that he Was a stranger, and was stopping at ——,’t{w/

miles away; asked for a drink of water, and to be .

My, — ' Tt happened to be raining, and father, of

s
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' course quite ifxnocently, asked the/:f;stranger in until
the shower was over. She hesitated, but finally’ came
= 1n and took a seat. There was something about the
I S person and partlcularly the clothes, that attracted his
L " \ _attentlon but thls probably would have passed 1f he
.. had not. oboerved tha,t the boots were on the wrong -
feet ; that is to say, the right boot was .on_ the left foot,
et wvice versa. Knowmo Eliza’s pwpensmles well, he ~
—_ N squected her, a,nd she_wis caucrht EnJoy1na a yomp -
' now and then hlmse’rf/ he carlled mothel and after—
1~ tormenting poor Eliza- for a* Whlle let her go. This
v © cured her effectually. ‘But- )the poor girl never knew-
. what became of her lover. He ‘came no more, and
she was left ):{o grieve for a tlme and’ I suppo:.e to
forget, for: s}/e married a couple of years after.. _The

o

secret, was kept at Eliza’s request, after making a clean

S B breast of it to mother, for a long time. She married
T |- . not long after this, and was beloved by ?every(;me. .
- ,‘ She was a devoted wife, and had several children, none

of whom are now living. Poor Ehza.1 I thouorht of

Haml$ts soliloquy on Yorick as I stood by her-unkept,

-~grave, with its headstone fallen and broken. “Those
lips that I have kissed I know notshow oft—where
_be your gambols ? your songs ? your flashes of merri-

R . > : .

! T

-~

Lot
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ment”  All gone, 7}*(;';_13 ago'! And the);‘iive only in

- the sweet recollections of the past.

My i’ééher used to keep a large number of bees either
~ in wood or straW hives, mostly of the former; and in-
“deed most all our nelo'hbours kept them too, and I re-
member a curious custom that pr evalled“ of blowmc )
2 homs and pounding tin pans When they were swarm-
1ng, to kedp them from going away. . I never knew my
father to resort to this expedient, but it was wonderful -
to see him. work among them He would go to the
hlves and changeé % them from one to another or go underj -
a/swa,lm, and. Wlthout any protection to his face- or
. hands, shake theﬁrmto the hive, and carry it away and
put it in its place They ever stung him unless by
accident. If one of them got under h1s clothes and
 was crowded too much, he \might be reminded that
- ‘thert’e was somethlng wrong j but the sting only trou-
bled him for a minute or two, With me it seemed if
they gota éidht of me they m de a:“ bée line ” for my
face. Aftel fathers death-they soon disappeared, as'I

Wo%not have them about * We somet1mes found bee'

tre S in the ‘woods, and oh oné. cca.smn chopged down"
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~ made me sick, and cured-me from Wantmor honey ever
~ ~after: - , ,

Another mmdent connected w1th the afternoons

" work in robblnmthe bees. It yms qulte early +in ‘the ~
4 spi‘in and though the snow had pretty much dlsap-
peared from the. fields; yet there was some along the
fences and in the woods;, We left the hou%e after din-
~ ner with a yoke of oxen and wood- slewh freighted
with pails-and tubs to bring back our expécted prize,
and - the afternoon was qul spent before John—our

hirgd-rnan—had felled .che ltre‘e, and by the time we~

‘had.got the comb into the vessels it was growing dark.
Just as everything had been got into the sleigh, and
we were about to lea,vé, we were .startled by a shrill
scream on one side, sornetlning like that made by a
pair of quarrelsomé bom—eat§, only mucl‘x, louder, which

was answered immediately by a prolonge’d uiew on thér \
other. The noisé. was so stm-tling and unexpected that
John for a moment was ‘parz‘Llyaed Old Ring, a la,rtcro
- ~powerful dog, bounded : away ‘at once into the woods, and .
" Buck and - Brlght started for home on the trot. T was

oo sick to—car(%mueh—a%out‘wddﬁc&tsormﬁfact any=— s
& thing else, and lay on my back in the stra,w among the . o

pails and tuks;-but I heard the 1acket, and what ap-
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peared a struggle with the dog: We did not see me un-

 til next morning, and felt sure , that he had been killed.

The poor old fellow looked a;’though he had had a
hard time of it, and did not move about much for'a
da,y or two. The wild cat or Canadian lynx is a feros

- cious ‘animal. - The species generally 2o in palrs 1 ‘
have frequently heard them calling to one another af/r‘ v
'apparently long_mstances and then they Would grad-

‘ ua]ly €ome together.. A man would- fale very badly‘
with a palr of them,  Particularly if, ~he was la,ld on'his “.

San

back with a ﬁt of eohc I

'
we. .

— -

‘ Vi lee most lé,ds I was fond -of shootmor ~and used fxe- 5
/ quently to shoulder my gun and stroll’ away through/
- the fields in' quest of* ‘game. On’ one occasion, some-
S where about the first: oLSepbe:mber I was but huntmcr

[
N

and I was dlscussmg in my ‘mind whet’hev I' should go
S .~-fu1ther on or- return home Lookmg up ihe hill, L saw FaRh
a- eouple of squwrels and started aftey them. ,ab a. ‘
sharp pace. On my moMs__aLg@g_yﬁeldHand_as S— :
stépped along the- path near the fence 1 had a ghmpse L
- ~of Somethmg movmb along on the; other s1de Qfﬂlt bub e ]
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I was so 1ntent on W:a.tchlnor the squn'rels that- I did
N ‘,/',/ not in fact. thmk of a,nythmo else for the moment As
I drew near- the tree I saw them go'up. Keepmo asharp
:look-out for a shot; I chanced to look down and .there
before me, not two rods away, sat a larcre red-nosed

bear.: The encounter was so}unexpected that itis hardly

necessary to say I was frightened, and it was.a moment .
or two before Irc'c;uld collect my wits. Bruin seémed '

~to’ be examining me very composedly, and when I did be-

' gin toﬁ*ea]ge the position the questlon was what to. do.. -

I was afraid “to_turn at once and run Having but‘
“one charge of -small shot in.my gun, ( 1 knew it would .
not do to give him that, so we continued gazing at each ‘
other. At length I brough.t my gun to full cock, made »
- a step. forward, and gave a shout;_ Tile bear quietly
dropped on his fore legs and moved 61:"1"{ and so did- I,
‘and as the. ﬁri's’;;ince Widenegi\ I increased my.speed The
little dog I had with.me decamped before' d1d havmgv
no doubt seen the bear. I raﬁ to a neighbour’s who had
~ a large door One of the boys got his gun; and "we -
~ went back in a somewhat better condition for a, fight;
but when the dou struck the scent he put hlS tail be-

tween his legs and trotted home, showing more sense

probably than we d1d Howeverr_we saw nothrnv of
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the bear, and returned Some days afte /n/ 10'hbour»/ '
shot a-large bear no doubt Same one/ ‘

Very early in the hlstory of mankind it was pro-
nounced’ to be not good that man should be alone,
and ever since then both male and female have seemed -

j to think so too, At all events there ib a certain time in
> life when.this matter occup’{es avery| rominent place in
"the minds of both, and it was no more of a nevelty' .'
‘when I’ was young than how. The. sa,me desues warm-
ed the hﬁart and the same cravmg pmﬁl enjoyment -
and companionship brought the young together, with
the difference that then we were in the rough, while
the young of the present have been touched up by
; education and pohshed by the reﬂnemente of fashion-
able soclety I do not think they are any “better at
the-core, or makg more attentive- compa,mons Now,
when a young g gentleman goes to see a young lady with
other views'than that of spending a little time agree-
ab]y, he is said to be paying his addresses or, as. Mrs..
Grundy ‘would say’: It is an. aﬁamedamour When I
*was young, if a boy went to see a. girl. (and they did
whenever they could) he was said to be sparking her. .
If he-w asams&ccesﬁfu%m his—suit-you would hear it.

, -spoken of in some such way as this: « Sally Jones ga.ve
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and very often the unlupkj);

swaih was actually presented. with a small mitten by

]
* the mischievous fair one whom he had hoped to win, N {} E

as a broad hint that 1t was useless f01 hnn 'to han(r

.around there ,a,ny 1onge1._’ Sunday aﬂ:ernoon was the -

usual time selected, and in fac‘g, it was the only .,tim,eé /
, 4 _ ‘ 5
at their disposal for visiting ‘the "gitls. There w{(ere

favounte 1esmts in ewery m;ghbourhood, and cmls

whose attlactlons were very much more mv1t1ncr than ’

othexs and f,hlbher three or. four young~gallants, wellu

. mounted a,nd equlpped m their best Sunday gear, might

beéé@ﬁgallopmo* from different directions of & Sm}da,y

P

evening: Of ‘course it could not in the nature of thmas '
happen" that all would be suceessful, and so after a “K,
while one ur;foxtunate after another would ride away .
to more prop1t1ous fields, and leave the mors for tunate / ‘
eandldate to entertam his 1ad) —love until neam nnd- -
wht Someblmes tricks were pIayed on fovtunate . *2*
rivals by loosmg their horses and starting them home; \
or hiding their saddles; and it was not a pleasant con- /

clus1on to such a. deli«vhtful vmt to ha e to trudoe B

)
oM

through the mud' four or five. mlle&, of a dark mcrht 01 ‘ ;
o mdehom&baxebaekedmhebest{;mtswe%hkely B

to O'eﬁ gomewhat soﬂed in-the seat. Howeve1 these’ .
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 little affairs seldom proved very serious, and_it.would
. .get v\;hi‘spered around that Tildy Smith was going to -

_get married to Pete Robins:_ \ : )
When I had c;"fc)Wn to be‘quite' alad I got a lesson.
" from Grandfather C——, that never’ required: repeat—
» ing. Those who are aequamted with the Qua.kers know
that they do not indulge in comphmentary forms’ of
speech. A questic”)n is answered with a simple yeé ormo. .
My father’s péople were of tﬁ?@ersqasion, and of course
my replies Wbenehver“ addressed were in the regular
home style. It does not follow, however, that because
the Friends as a people eschew conformity tothe world.-

both in dress and speech,'tha,t; there is_ a want of paren-

tal re‘S};ect. Quite .the Qqﬁtrarys Their regular and .

,-tempé;rate habits, their kindness and. attention to the .

comfort Kand' well-being ' of one anotﬁer, make ‘their -

homes tlie a‘bbdue, of peace axid good-will, and, though'
their conver%ation(i':/divested of the manir little phrases-
the™ absence of W’hlch is thoucrht,dlbrespectful by very:
many, yet they have gained a reputation for consist-
_ency and’ truthfulnesq whlch is of -more value than ten

thousand empty words that drop smoothly from the

lips but have no place in the heart Duri 1ng "a, visit to

my g O'randfa,ther the old orentlema,n asked me a,}iumber
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of questions to which he got the accustomed yes or no.
This so dlspleased'% h1m that he- cauvht me by the ear
and gave it a twist that seemed to me to have deprlved

~ me of that member altogether, and said very sharply,
“ When you answer me, say SIR” That Sir was so
thoroughly twi\sted into my\ head that-I" do not t;hink S
“the old man ever spoke to me after that it did not j Jump
to my hps : \\

Another anecdote of much the same ch(uacter as that
related above, and quite as characteristic of the men of
thoée‘days Wa,s‘told me by an old man not long since—
one.of the very feW of the second generatlon now liv-
mg (Paul. C. Petersen, aged 84) Mr. Herman, one of

/the first settlels in the 4th Concession of Adolphustown
boucrhta farm which happened to be situated on the

boundary line between the above- named township and

~ Fredericksburgh, in those days known as Srd and 4th
town. It seems that in the onmnal survey, whether i
through magnetic influence, to- ‘which it was ascribed
in later years, but more proba,bly through carelessness, -
or shméthing more potent, there h;a@ a wide variation

in the line which should have run néarly direct,lynorfh ‘

“from the starting point on the shore of Bay Quinté.-*

However, as time wore on, and land became more val-
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* uable, this question of boundary became a serious thing,

and in after years resulted in a séri-eZOf law suits Which
cost a la.rge sum of money.  Mr. Hermau held his farm 4
by the first survey, but if the error which had been ‘ | 5
‘ made my a direction north was e /rfected he would .
either lose his farm or would have been shoved ovev »
on tohis next. neighbour _west, and so on. He was not
disposed to sumet/ to this, and as he was getting old
. he took | hlb eldest son one "day out to the origimal post -
at the ssouth-east-corner of his farm on the north shore" i
of Ha.); Bay, and sdid to ilim « My son, this (pointing
‘out the post), is the post put here by the ﬁl‘at survey, «
~ and which I'saw planted at the corner of my lot, and I

‘o

wish you to look around and mark it we IL”. While
the son was looking about, the old man drew up his )
“arm and struck him_ with t@s flat of his hand and o
“~__knocked him-over. He at once picked him up, and _
said: < My son, 1 had no intention of hurting you, but ‘ ~
I Wa,nte\u‘\_tq‘impress the thing on your mind.” Shortly r 2
after he t(;ol'ix‘\{?hersecond son out, and administered the ° '“ 2

same lesson. Not long after the old man passed ‘a.way;

~and I remember well that for years this matter was a .

bone of contention. ;-

—
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Most Canadlans are famlhar with the musical bull-
frogs which m(bhe spnn in a fa.voura.ble locahty,\m
countless numbers call to each other all mght long from
opposu:e swa,mps These mohtly coneerts become very' .

" monatonous. The. listener, however if he pays atten-
tion, will catch a variety of sounds that he may train .
. into something; and if of a poetical turn of mind might
-make g seng that would rival some of those wriften
-to beiis I used to fancy' I eOuld%ake out what
they were calling back to one another, and have often .

been a very attentive listener. There was an old man .

in the neighbourhbod who very frequently came home.

drunk, and we used to wonder he did not fall off his
“horse and get badly hurt or killed; but the old horse
seemed -to un&erstand how to keep under hl‘m and fetch
him and hi; jti‘or home all right. We had a little song
-Whlch the frogs used to sing for him’ as he got near

home. - X . <

~

» v .

Old Brown—old Brown g 1st —bantone, last word drawn out.
Been to town —been to town ?nd——answer\same key. . .

. With his jug-jug-jug v 3rd—high key) in which more join.
Coo-chung—céo-chung 4th—baritone in which several juin. ¢
W;.thlek;chuck:chuck._;m—-ﬂ?}}h—-al-wfmrh—d-iﬁ'erent*qumersr_*”“—“—“
Chrrrrrrrr. - 6th—chorus, grand, after which ’

- there is a pause,’and then an old
leader will start as before,
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old Brown—oldBrown,;J -

Get home—get home,
. Your drunk, drimk, drunk,

Coo chung—coo chung
Chuck-chuck-chuck.
Chrrrrrrrr. . S

~
«'\

Many curious stories are told 1espectmo the sagacity
of ammals among which the dog takes a prominent.
pIa,ce My father had alarge dog when I was ayoung- h
ster that certainly deserves a place among the remark- .

“able ones of his race. Ring was a true friend, and never
of his 6wn accord violated ‘the rules of. propriety with -

* his kind, but woe to the dog who attempted to bully
him.  He possessed great strength, and when dnven.

© into a contest, generally. made short work of -it, and
trotted: away without any show of pride over his de-
feated contestant. He was in, the habit of following
my father -on all occambns and althoucrh frequently
shut up and driven back was sure to be on hand at the
stoppmg point to take chatge of the team ete. On the .
“woceasion I am about to.mention, my fathe1 and mother‘
were going on a visit to his brothers some twenty-four .

miles distant. Before starting in the morning the de-

cree went forth that Ring must stop at home, and he

was a,caerdm(ﬂy shut up, w1th instructions that he was

~
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not to be let out until after dlnner It was: ,necessary
to do this before a.nv prepa.ratlons were made for’ fremg«
away, for t'he simple reason that 1t had been done re-
eauedly/before a,nd when - there was the, lea,st s1gn of a
gepa.rture expemence had tauvht him tha\éﬁbhe best, plan :
was tc} keep out of the way, in which he generally -
succeeded until too late to capture Him. _On this occa-
sion Ring was outwitted. The horses. were put to the

sleigh, and away they troi:?:ed.' On the journey they .

"stopped at Picton fora time, when the team was-driven

into the tavern yard and fed, during which time other

teams were coming and going. After about an hour

' they started again, driving through the village, and on

towards their destination. Some five or six hours after,
swhen all possible chance of Ring’s following seemed to
have passed, he was;let out. The dog seemed to know

at once what had been going oh, and after a careful -

' inspection, discovered that father and mother, with

the h01sesl and sleigh, were gone. He rushed about the
pla.ce with his nose to-the ground, and when he had

L settled which Way they had gone, set off in-full chase

ap-the road; and a few mmutes before they had reach-
ed my uncle’s, Ring’ pa.ssed them, ori the road, wagging
~ his tail, and looking as 1f he thought thz)\t was a good

. .0
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. ' jc;l'{e The smgular pomt s how the dog: dlscovered
bhelr route “and how heurs after raced .them up,
“into the tavern yard and out throw ch a stréet, and alono
/a—roaﬂ’where horSes aml ilewhs Were pa,ssmg all the
o t.nne and how he dlstmgmshed Wme of the.
B . 1101ses feet and slelgh runners from’ scores of . oﬁhers L
which had passedl. to and fro.in the meantime. It is a:
case of animal mbtmcb or’ whatever it may- be called o
L -beyond complehensmn S e : .
Many: years ago my faﬂmeram-]a,w (the late Isaae Tn:

crelsoll Esq) a pmmmenf' mam. in the D1str1ct and a ”

tions from pal ties, m Klrierséon for a good gnlc. €OW. -
Aln those days milk was not dehvered as now at eVe:I‘y“-i' L

; door ifitowns, and it became a. ‘mecessity for every fam- .
'\"..-ily ’(0 lmve a cow:" The wealthier people wanted good

ones, and as the old gentleman was known to keep good’ + . e,

~+—stock, he was enabled to’ get good prlces _On 61l occa- - e

_ sion he sold a cow to a gentleman in the town above .
named, a,nd sent yste@mboat “down the Bay of\
Quinté, a- dlsta.nce of over thirty-miles. A week after;”
the olgl’gna,n was sutprised _one_-,mommg to ﬁnd this
cow-in his yard. *'She had made her éseape from her -

new master, ahd returned to her old quarters and asso-
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c1ates She was sent ba,ck -and after a.dnme ‘got away

~-and travelled the thirty m1les again, and was found in
t‘he yard The second journey of course -was not s0
dlfﬁcult but by what process did she discover, in the
ﬁrst p]ace, the direction she was taken, and pursue a
roa,d Whlch she'had never travelled, back to her old
- quarters At her new home she was, if anything, bet-

_ter fed. and caled for ; why should &he embrace the first

Who can - exp]a.m thesé- thlnas ? “In this case tflere is
a,n attachment ev1nced for home and a,ssoc1a,tes and a -
pelslstence in retummor to them most remar kable and
in the case- of the d00‘ axuntelhcrence (or what you may
;_e pleaged to call it), Whlch enabled him to trace his
ma.ster and overtake hlm which is altoorether beyond
huma,n ken {a E
Thele is. the lrxepresmble cat, too. Every household
" is £ oubled from_tlme to time with one or more of these
ammafs W]'ueh from their sniping.. propen31t1es be-
.. - // ‘come 9 nulsa,nce I have on more than one occasion

put one in a ba.cr and carried 1t mlles away, and then




e

" appear at a certam plaee in the dlstnct Eaeh mdi”ld,

~.,horseba,ck a,nd 1n=fwa0'gons were to He se6n” Wendmg\
their way. to the ¢ tra,lmno orround ” or ﬁeId m prse

c;‘ ] proxumty toa tavern It was an amUSInc Spéci:acle tg

: / see a few Hundred rustlcs, -whose a,O‘es rangee from 16 -

:{h / : to 40, in all kmds of dress W1th old muskets -that® had EE
‘ N beerd Tased, in. the Revolutmnal y War. or in tha,b of 1812 g X
| - ‘—fusees that~ana.ny a ~year as. occa.sxon requlred had =~ cyo

»

helpe& to contribute. to the dnmmshed larder—drawn -
upm a line, and marched round the ﬁeld for a tﬁme,
o "l‘he evolutlons Were such as mlght be expected from a -
- m&eﬁ%weeuntrymen,m@ﬁwgohtanble¢m) SO
that'a military genius of mbore than superhuman skitk

would ha.ve been puzzled to get t Ahem in oriier a,fma.

I
7

s
4

%
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There was no othe1 way: to do it, but to etop and re- form

" theline. Then would.come the word of* command « At-
teutlon Brown fall back. Johnson strawhten up there. ~

T That Wlll do Now men, at the™ WOrd Right about each

‘ man has to turn to h1s rlfrht at the word Left about ’

4 \ﬂaach man tur ns to his left Now then Attention—Right, -

obout face ConquLon agaim; some turan' to the right

and others to the left, A few str, ong: phrases follow—

. < Ae you were ——a,nd so the thing goes on the men are .

Wheeled to'the right- and left, ma,rche:l a,bout the field, g e

‘ a,nd after béing put through vanous Steps, are ‘brought

. mto hne axra.m Tneﬂcommandmrr officer, sword in
hand looks alono the'serried ranks the sergeants pass =

. ~along' the lmexchixekmfr one’s head up, pushing one

béck brmormo a,nother forward and then rings out the e
Lo word ‘of command. a(ra,m “ Attentbon Shoulder arms !- - -
,‘g - Ma,ke ready, present firet” Down come the old guns
S ~;'\{\ a,nd sticks in very threaﬁemnrr attitude, a random pop -

" along the line is hea,rd theft “Stand at ease "—after i
Whlch the Golonel in h1s red coat, Wheels his charger T—
| aboub sa,ys a few words to the msn, and dnsmmses,

theth&resbof%h&daywas*spmfby every man in
ca,ro}lsmo horse-racmcr and ‘games, with an ccasional

ﬁrrht Aﬂ:er the a.rduous dut,les of the da.y, the offi sers
S
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had a speclal sprea.d a,is the ’eavern a,nd afterwards lefb
for home with" very confused ideas as to the dlrectlon
in which they/should proceed to reach it: =

- F L
» .

Flfty years ago, shaving the beald in Canada at all
events, was umversal Ifa man were to go a,bout as the
ormmal Deswner of his person no doubt intended, a
razor would never have. touched hlS face. But nen,
like other a.mmals are - subJect tor crotehets and are
wont to Jmltabe supemors $0 when some .big-bug like
Peter the Great 1n,troduced the shears and razor, men
appeared soon after "with cropped heads and clean
chops. Ido not remember that I ever saw aman with

: a full beard until after I had passed manhood‘fer\s\me
years, except on; one occasion when I was a youndster .
at school in the old school house on the concession. A -
man pa,ssed throuOrh, the newhbourhood——I do not re-

' member what hewas domc’*——thh a loncr ﬁowmv beard:
We had somehow got the idea’ that no men except J ews .
Wore then' beards and the natural inference with us
was that this man “was one of that creed. He was as

much-of a curiosity to us as a chlmpanzee or an African

- lion Would have been, “and we were about as a,fra,ld of

“him as we would have beenon seeing either of the

" other animals. -

-

e
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1 The townsh_ip of AdolpllustoWh, in the county of
’Lennox is the smallest township in the ProVince
Originally the countws* of Lennox and Addlnorto
_ Frontenac, Hastlnors and Prince Edward were embra,ced'
in the Midland District. These counties, as the- country
advanced in pclpulation/, were one aftet another set off,
_the last being the, united counties of Lennox and Ad-
: dingtén,-‘sepzxrated from Frontenac, and with the town
of Napanee as its capital. ‘I'he township in my young
. days was known as fourth town as the townships east
of it asfar as Kingston were known as first, second and
third téown Immediately after the American War, the
land along the- Bay of Quinté, embracing these town-
shlps ‘with fifth, sixth and se\enth town to the west,
were taken up, and the arduous task of clearing away
the bush at once began.. The bay, froni its debouche at
: K1noston eﬁtends west about seventy miles, nearly
severing at. its termination the county of Prince Ed-
ward from the main land. The land on either hand, for
about thirty miles west of K,mgston1 is undulating,
with a gradual ascent from the shoire,‘blit when Adol-

phustoWn is reached, Marysburgh, in the_,;boun.ty_of

Prince Edward, on the opposite side of the bay, presents

a bold front, its. steep banks rising from one to two

Lo
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Iy hundred fcet From the Lake of the Mountain, lookmg‘

across the wide streteh ‘of water formed by.the sharp

%
detour of the- bay in ‘its westerly to a north -easterly

course for fifteen or twenty miles, -the Observer has one

of the most .charming scenes in America spread out

before him. In the distance, the lofty rocky shore of

: bophla,sbur ch, with its trees and shrubs crowding down -

to the waters edge, stretch away to the rwht/ and left.
To the Webt the estuary known as Picton Bay curyes
around the hwhmooded shore of Marysburoh and be-
neath and to the east the four pomts of which the t‘own-
ship of Adolphustown is compo;ed 1gach out their

" woody banks into the wide sweep of the bay like the
four fingers of a man’s hand. For qmet, picturesque .

beauty, there i is nothmfr to surpass it.  On everyﬁalnd . )

the eye is arrested with charming la.ndscwpes and look-
ing across the several points of~ t‘qe to.wnsh;p you have
dwellings, draih fields, herds of cattle, and wood. Be-

yond you, catch the shlmmer of the water. Again you

have clumps of trees and cultwated fields, and behmd"

them another stretch of water, ‘and so on as far as the

eye can reach.” The whale course of the bay, in fact, is

a panorama of rura,l beauty, but the old homes that

wexc to beseen aloncr ms banks twenty-ﬁve and bhlt'ty
./ .

4 . . <y
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/years ago have either disappeéred altogether or have

been modemlyed It isnow’ vely I{ea,r]y one hundled

years smce*the ﬁrst settlers found their way up it, and

it must ha,vc ‘been then a beautlful smht in 1ts natw

- Wlldness, thelear green-water %tletchm:r/ awa,y to th(,

west, the smuosmes of the shdre ‘the numberless mleta
the lmpenetrable forest and the stre(m)s that cut the}l
way through it “and poured their contlnwents ; into dts

broad bosom, the islands here and_ there upon whxch J

the white man had never set hls foot, Water fowl 1 m . \'

fhousands Whose chatrmmﬂr home was then for thé first
time mvaded _skurryi ing away with noisy qua,ke and
whir, the wood made sweet with the song of birds, the
chatterm(r sq}u{ r/el the startled deer, the sﬂent murmur
of the water as it lapped the sedoy shore or crrawelly

beach—these things must ‘have combined to please, and

to awaken thouo-hts of peaceful bomes in the near -

future to them all. ' . R

The- Bay of Quinté, apart from its delwhtful scenery,
posseqses a,n ‘historical mterest It is not- known from
whence it recewed 1ts na.me but there is no doubt itis

of French onorm Perha,ps some of the'old French

-

_voyageurs, na.lmng at .E},Ort t‘rontenac, on f:h@l’l‘ way

© west, as they passed across it, and ‘through. one of the

U e

EIAN
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\gaps tha,t open ﬁhe way to the broad expanse of Lake

‘Ontario, fnay have christened it. ° Be this as it may, it-

was along its shores that the first” settlers of the

Provmce located. - Here came the first preachers,
oﬂ'ermu to the lonely settler the bread of life. "On its.
banks-the first house devoted' to. the ys{o;shlp of God.

was erected, and the seed sown herea as the eountry
grew, spread abroad Here the@st schoolmaster be-

gan his vocatwn of instructing the youth The first

steamboat * was launched (1816) upon its waters at -

Ernesttown, near the present village of Bath. King-

ston, for a long time the prmcxpal town of the Province,

then composed of a few log houses, was the depbt of
supplies for th/e settlers It has a history long anterior
to this date./; In 1673, Courcelles proceeded to Cataza-

qui-with an arméd force to bring the Troquois to terms,

" and to get control of the fur trade. Then foll‘owed the
building of Fort’ Frontenac The restless trader and

discoverer, La Salle, had the original grant for a laro'e

domain aronnd the fort. Here, in 1683, La Banre. bu!lt ‘

vessels for the naVIga,tlon of the lake, and- the year
“following held a great council with the Five, Natlons of

4

: “'1ans—at—whfcerrg—Mouth—wasthe—spokesman e

fort wak degtroyed by. Denonville in 1689, and re-

A

I
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bullt in 1696. Tt was again reduced by Colonel Brad-
“street in 1758,
In Adolphustown many of the first settlers still hved
when I was a- boy, and I have heard them recount
their trials and haulshlps many a time. Besides the -
"U.E. Loyalists there were a number of Quaker families
~which came to the vamce about the ‘same time, leay-
ing the new.Republic, not, precxsely for the same rea-
sons, but because of. then attachiment to the old land.
During the war, these people who are opposed to war
and bloodshed, suffered a good- deal and were frequent]y
imprisoned, and their money and plopertv approprlated
- This did not oceur in Canada ‘but they were subject to.
a fine for some time, for. not answering to their names
at the annual muster of the wmilitia, The ﬁne how-
ever, was not exacted, except in cases where there were
_ doubts as to membelshlp with the society. This small
township has contributed its quota. to the Legislature
of the. country T. Dorland repreaentud the Midland
Distrigt in the first Parliament of the Province, and was
-followed by Willet Casey, when Newark or Niagara was
the capital. The latter - was succeeded several years
‘ .,_v.ﬁla,t.envwlsﬁseﬂ?é&m&elﬁeasey but;as often happens,

L there was a difference in the political opinions of the
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father and son The father was a Reformer, the son

a 'Iory, and at the elcctlon the old orentleman went to

the poll and recorded his vete ‘against his son, who was -

neveltheless elected The Roblins,. John P——- who

represented the county of Prince Edward, and David, - -

who sat for Lennox and Addington, were natives of the
township. The Hagelmans,‘ Christopher and D——,
- were also fourth town boys, with whom my mother
' went té) school. The old homestead, a low stragglihg
old‘tenement stood on the ba.y shore a few yards west
- of the road that leads to the. wharf, T 1emember it
well. ' It was destroyed by fire years ago. The father

of Sir John A. Macdonald kepta store a short distance

to the east of the Quaker meeting-house on Hay Bay, .
on the third concession. It was a small clap—boarded’
buﬂdmd painted red and was standi ng a few years-'

ago: I remember bemor at a nomination in the v11]aﬂe ,

. of Bath, on which occasion there were several speakers
from Kingston, among thgfn John A. Mé,cdonéld, then

a young lawyer just feeling his way into political life,

He made a speech and ‘began something .in this way" '

remember well when I ran about in this dlstrlctabale— '

* footed boy,” &e. He; had the faculty then, which he

TWOH ATHYT SAOTVNOANY I AP Ule
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has ever since preserved, of getting hold of the affec-
tions of the people. This’ bonhommie has had much to
do with his ‘pepulamty and success. I recollect well
. how lustily he was c‘_ﬁeered by the staunch ~old farmers
on the occasion reférred to, A few years later a con- -
test came off in, the county of Prince Edward, where T -
then resided. - In those days’ political contests were
quite as keen as now ; but thé alterations in the law
‘which croverns these matters has been orreatly cha,naed
- and 1mproved The elections were so arranrred that
people owmn property in various counties could exer- -
cise thelr franchise. The old la.w, Whl(,h/re'qllﬂlred‘voters
to'come to a certain .place in the district to record their - !
vole, had been repealed ; and now each voter had to go
- tothe township in which he owned property, to vote. ;
~ Foreign voters were more numerous then than mnow,
' and ‘were looked after very sharply.  On this occasion
there was a shalp battle ahead and arrancrements were-
. made to meet property. OWner at all points.. There
were-a number from Kingston on-our sidé, and it fell to
me to meet them at the Stone Mills Ferry, and bring .
‘ themie&?ietouv—'llhe—ie%hadﬂm}%feeent}y taken in-

the bay, and was not quite safe, even for foot passen-

gers. There were six or seven, and amoncr them John -
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A. Macdonald, Henry Smith, afte;'wal;ds Sir '-Hem'y_
"~ and othersp In crossmtr Smith ‘got in, but was pulled
out bv his compamons in mo very nice plwht fora
~ long drive. The lslelghmg was good, and we dashed
-away. In the evening I brought them back, and be-
~fore they, set off across the bay on theirvr("turn, John A.
mounted the loncr high s‘toop\pr platform in front of
Teddy McGuire’s, and gave us an harangue in imita-
tion of , a well-known Quaker preacher who
had a marvellous method of intoning his dlscourses
It was a remarkable smg-soncr which I, or any one else
who ever heard it, could never forget. Well,J ohn A
- who knew him well, had caucrht it, and his 1m1tat10n
was so pelfect that I am 1nchned to think the old man,

if he had been a listener,” would have been puzzled to

- tell tother from Whleb. We had a healty laugh, and N ’

then separated.

I have often-heard my motile_r tell of a trip she made,
down to the Bay of Quinté, when she was a youngv,
" girl. She had been on a visit to her brother Jonas.

Oanmff (recently deceased in t}ns city at the age of

,mnety two), who had settled on’ the river. Moira, two
miles north of the town of Bellevﬂle then a wilderness.

There were no steamboats then, and the modes of con-

- ” .
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veyance both by land and.water were slow and tedious.

She was sent.home by her brother, who engaged two -

friendly Indians to take her in a bark canoe. - The dis- -

tance ~t0/’kﬁ'ﬁ'é\jelled was over twent;y fniles, and the

' _morning they started the water in the bay was exceé(}.-,

ingly rough. She was placed in the centre of the cance,

on the bottomwhile her Indian voyageurs took:their

- _place” in either end, i‘esting on their knees. They,r

ste.cted, and _the frail boat danced over the waves like

a shell. The st;dical &ét watchful Indians were alive ‘
only to the necessities of their position, and with mea- -

“sured stroke they shot their light - ba,i‘k over: the bois-

'te’l ous Wate1 Be]nor a tlmld girl; and unaccustomed to

the water especnlly under such circumstances, she was

‘ much frlfrhtenecL and never expected to reach her home.
There was' cons1&erab{vd&n€e%ﬂe—deubt—a,nd her_fears___* ‘

- were-not allayed by one of the Indlans.telling hepAf

: p 2

she st:ir;'ed he'would break her head with the p'addle.

The threat may not have beén unwise. Their sdfety

* deépended on ect control of the boat, and in their
~ light-shell a. very slight movement might prove disas-

trous. Her situation was rendered more uupleasant

ot
i

by the .splashing O:'X/he water, which wet her to the

skin. This she h

4

to put up with for hours while
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the Indlans bra,vely and skilfully, breasted the sea, and -
at last set her safely on the;\gcach in front* of her
father’s house. When they came to the shore one of
. the lndmns sprang hrrht]y into. th( water, caught her -
in his ar ms and p]aced her on dry land.' " This trip was °
literally bmncd in_ her ";nemory, and thouah she fre-
quenbl} mentioned it, she did %o w1th a shudder, and

an e\pmssmn of thankfulness for her presery vation.

O{ the old. people who .were 1|\mcr in my boyhood

there are few more thorouwhly fixed in iy memol),
- swith the exceptlorr/perha,ps, \of my grandfathels Can-
nlff and Hawht than Willet and Jane Casey There *

were few women bettm known or mme um\usallv )

r(ﬂpgcted than Aunt Jane This was fgae title ac- o

; and tho\ucrh at ti)at
tlme she had passed the alloted ‘term of three-scom_\
years :mgnten she was an active woman—a matron
amwong:a thous;md a friend of everybody, and every-

body’s friend. Her house was noted far and” ww1de for
it hospltahty, and none dispensed it more cordxally

than Aunt Jane. In those days the people pa@smcr t6 |

and flO did not~ hESﬂ}a,tl, to avail themselwes of the -

omfmts ‘this old home afforded In fact it was a
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' General stopping place, WheLe both, man and beast

were refreshed with most cheex ful hberahty
Jane Niles, her ‘maiden name, was born at Butter-

. N . . .
nuts, Otsego County, in the central part of New York

a  State, 1763; so that at the commencement of the

’ Amemcan Revolutlon she was about eleven years old.
bhe was married in 1782. The followmg year, 1783,
the year in which peace was proclaimed, her husbahd,

- Willet Casey, lefc for. Upper Ca,na‘dé.',’ and located in -
the fourth town on the shore of the Bay of Quintd.
After erecting a log ilouse' and a blacksmith shc;};, he -
returned for his wife. He was taken seriou‘sly ill, and
neatly a ycar passed before the was able to sct out

’ ‘again for the new home in the ‘wilds of Upper (Janadd

(whlch was reached ear]y in the year- 1785), where,

. after a long and prospérous life, he ended his days:

Aunt Jane was a tall and well proportioned woman,.
of commanding 'presenée and cheerful disposition; a
woman of more than ordinary mtellwence and a good A
conversatlonahst She had been a close observer oﬁ
passlng_ cvents, and possessed a .Wonderfu}ly retentive
IﬁémoqL;ItMepochmm&&liﬂ)i&he&«hem,

count the recollections of hef eguly days. These ran .- ‘

throu«h the wholc peuod of the American Wa,l and

s
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o many scenes - Whlch are now historical, that she had g
Wltnessed or was conrnlzant of, were given. with a
vividness that not only delighted the hstener bus fixed
them in his memory. Then, the story of . the commo'
to Ca,nada, with her first ba;be six months old, and thé ‘

_Vsbruagles ?,nd hardships in the bush, which in the . 2’

/" days of which T speak she delighted to linger over, . .14

N  was a great treat to lis_teﬁ to. * Tlllere were few of the -~ = 7

first families she did not knOW- and whose history-was

k-

not familiar to her, and in most c@ses she could 01ve .
the names and ages of the children. The picture given * ..

- of her in this Volume is a copy from a dawuemotype !9
taken when she was nmety—tvvo years old. - For several -

. years before her demise she d1d not use spectacles L -
and could rea,d ordinary pmnt with ease, or do fme-r S
needlewozk She retained- her facultles to. ‘the last' A
and died at the age of nmety six. 7 - o

She had ‘eleven children, ﬁve of who*n died yoyng.” ..
Her eldest daughter, Martha, known as Pafty Dorla,nd
attamed the age of ninety- -two. Then followed Samuel
Ehzabeth ’Thomas Mary and Fame. These, with the

exception ‘of Thonias and Mary Tngersoll, my wife's .

_mother, dled_ma,rgz_yeamabgv_Thom&sgaseydled«at —
.- .-"Br1ghton in Ja,nua,ry of this year, a@ed <=,1frh’qy-seven1 )

N 1
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-Sucking Carp. . [ . . .
‘" On page 127, “and, as thejr lives had"theretufpre,” read heretofore,
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. and Mary In(rersoll on bhe ﬁrsu ‘of June, ao'ed excrhty—
\

ﬁve the last of the family. o

Wlllet Casey was an energetic man, He accumulated

‘a large preperty,-and in ‘my boyhood there weré not ~

' ma.ny d‘m_\,s in the week that the old man could not b

7

seen dI‘lVlIlU' along the loa,d ‘in his one- horse waggon

in some direction. He was one of the first represen?:a- n

tives for the Mldland Distriet, when N ewark was the

capital of the Provmce Hls son’ Sa.muel a number of

years subsequently, represented the district, and later,

" his O‘randaon Dr. Willet Dorland, repxesented the

Oounty of Punce Edward. . R :
M~ _—
NoTE. ——At the time my book was rvom" throuvb the pxe'sQ I was under
the.impression that the fi<h known in this country as a Sucker was the
same as the Mullet, but had no intention that the latter name should find
its way into the text in place of Sucker. See page 41:  According to
Richardson, one of the best authorities we. have, the’ Sucker is of the

i

Carp family, the scientific namg of which is Cyprinus Hudsonius, or . -

I
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