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ERRATUM,.

In amendment of Mr. Barpee (Sunbury) on Canadian Pacific Railway Contract, read “ Railway
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THIRD SESSION, FOURTH PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, ]
Taurspay, 9th Decembor, 1880.

Tae PARLIAMEET, which had been rorogued from time to
time, was now commanded to assemble on the Yth day of
December, 1880, for the despatch of business.

The SpEAKER took the Chair at a quarter before Thrce
o'clock. : ‘ .

PravErs. .

A Message was delivered by René Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod:

“Mr. SPEAKER,—
¢ His Excellencghe Governor General desires t&xe immediate attendance

of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.’

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber.
Aud the House being returned, :
CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

APPEALS.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had received
_from the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Canada, certified
copies of the judgments and decisions of the Supreme Court
in the following election causes :—

In the appeal of George Wheler vs. William Henry Gibbs, in the matter
of the Nort.lll)e Ontario Election, by which the said appeal was allowed,
and the finding of the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour in so far as it declares
the said George Wheler guilty of bribery within Sub-section 3 of Section
92 of the Dominion Elections Act, 1874, was reversed ; no question being

 raiged to that part of the judgment of Hon. Mr. Justice Armour voiding
the said election. )

And in the ap of David Young and Archibald Wright, appellants,
and Donald Alexander Smith, respondent, in the matter of the Selkirk
election, by which the said appeal was allowed, and the judgmentof the
Hon. Mr. Justice Betourney, that the said election was valid, was re-
versed, and the election declared void.

Mr. SPEAKER also informed the House that, in conformity
with the Act 37 Victoria, Cap. 10, Sec. 36, he had issued his
warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to make out
new writs of election for the said Electoral Districts,

VACANCIES.,

Mr.SPEAKERalso informed the House that he hadreccived
the following notifications of vacancies which had occurred
in the represeritation: — -

Of the Hon. Jorx Beverry RosiNsoN, Member for the Electoral District
%f West Toronto, by acceptance of the office of Lieutenant-Govérnor of
ntario. : - .
- -Of Eouuxp Leavens CeAnDLER, Esquire, Mémber for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Brome, by decease. ) : .
Of Apovpas P. Carox, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of the
8mmty of Quebec, by acceptance of ‘an-office of emolument under the
*Crown. _
Of Josger A. Mousskav, Eaquire, Member for the Electoral District of
by acceptance of an office of emolument under the Crown. )
* ; Um% Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of the
North Riding of the County of Qxford, by decease. L.
“Of the HoN. A. R. AxeErs, Member for ‘the Electoral District of Mont-
‘merency, bﬁ ance of an office of emolument under the Orown; and
Of the Hov. Louis F. G. Basy, Member for the Electoral District of
Joljette, by acceptance of an office of emolument under the Oygwn.
1 ,

Mr. SPEAKER also informed tho House that he had
issued M8 several warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, to make out new writs of election for the said
Electoral Districts respoctively.

. NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER also informed the House that the Clerk
had received from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
certificates of the election and return of the following
Membeors :— o
TOf Jas. Beary, Bequire, jun., for the Electoral District of West

‘oronto.
-Of Georer WaELER, Esquire, for the Electoral Distriet of the North Rid-
in%of the County of Ontario.

f Troxas ScorT, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Selkirk.

Of Davip Axks-Maxsox, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Brome.

Of the Hon. Josern PHiLipPE RENE Aporrux Caroxn, for the Electoral
District of the County of Quebec; and
BaOf the Hon. JossrH AvFRED MoussEau, for the Electoral District of

got.

. MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members, having previously taken the Oath
according to law, and subscribed the roll containing thesame,
took their seats in the House:—

The Hon. Aporpue P. CaroN, Member for the Electoral District of the
County of Quebec, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Mr.

Langevin. -
The Hon. Joserr A. Mousseau, Member for the Electoral District of

Bagot, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Mr. Langevin.

AMES BEATY, Esq., jun., Member for the Electoral District of West
Toronto, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Leonard Tilley.
. Davip A. MaxsoN, Egq., Member for the Electoral District of Brome,
mtroduced&)fy Mr. Pope (Compton) and Mr. White (Cardwell).

Groree WHELER, Esq., Member for the Electoral District of the North
lI:.idit}g of the County of Ontario, introduced by Mr. Blake and Mr. Mac-
enzie.

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir JOON A, MACDONALD introguced a Bill (No. 1)
respecting the Administration of Oaths of Office.

_ Bill read the first time. .
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE,

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform this House
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor
General this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parliament,
and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of the
Speech, which is as follows: —

IHlonorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commona :

In opening this, the Third Session of the present Parliament,] have to offer
you my sincere congratulations on the bountiful harvest with which
Canada has been blessed, as well as on the undoubted return of her Com-
mercial prosperity, and the substantial development of her various
industries. R

Daring the recess my advisers thought the time opportane for making
another attempt to carry ont the declared preference of Parliament for the
construction aud operation of the Oangdian Pacific Railway by means of
an Incorporated Company, sided by grants of money ‘and laad, rather
than by the direct action of the Government. )
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Three of my Ministers therefore proceeded to England for the purpose
of carrying on negotiations to that end.

1 am pleased to be able to-inform you that their efforts were so far
_ successful that a contract has been entered into, subject to the approval
of Parliament, with men of high financial standing in Europe, the United
States and Canada, for the speedy construction and permanent working
of this great national enterprise.

The Contract and the papers connected therewith, will be submitted
to you without delay, and I invoke for them your early and earnest con-
sideration.

With this view I have summoned you before the usual p.'iod, as no
action can be taken by the Contractors to prosecute the work, and no
permanent arrangement for the organization of a systematic Emigration
from Europe to the North West Territories, can be satisfactorily made
until the policy of Parliament with respect to the Railway has been
decided.

Steady progress has been made in the constructionZof those portions of
the Railway now under contract. Two additional sections bave been
recently opened for traffic, one from Winnipeg to Portage la Prairie, the
other from Cross Lake to Keewatin ; so that there are now-in all 264 miles
in operation. )

You will be glad to learn that the meagures adopted to promote economy
in the working of the Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island Railways
have resulted in a large reduction of the difference between Revenue and
Expenditure ; and that the steadily increasing traffic warrants the expec-
tation that during the current year these railways will be self-sustaining.

I have the gratification of informing you that Her Majesty’s Government
has generously presented to Canada,for training school purposes, the steam
corvette Charybdis lately returned from service in the Chinese Seas.
The correspondence on this subject will be laid before you. )

1 have thought it well, in consideration of the increasing duties thrown
hy the development of the Country upon the Civil Service, and for the
more efficient organization of such service, to issue a Royal Commission
to examine and repdrt on the whole question.

The Report of the Commissioners will, I believe, be ready to lay before
you at an early day ; and I ask for your consideration of such Report and
of the whole subject of Civil Service Reform.

A measure for the enlargement of the boundaries of the Province of
Manitoba will be submitted to you.

I greatly regret being obliged to state that the entire failure of the
usual food supply of the Indians in the North-West, to which I called
your attention last Session, has continued during the present season, and
has involved the necessity of a large expenditure in order to save them
from absolute starvation. = Several of the Bands have, however, already
applied themselves to the cultivation of their reserves and the care of
their cattle. No effort will be spared toinduce the whole of the aboriginal
population to betake themselves to agricultural pursuits.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

The Accounts of the last, and the Estimates for the ensuing year, will
be laid before you. The Estimates will, T trust, be found to have been
prepared with due regard to economy and the efficiency of the Public
Service.

It will be satisfactory to you to know that the existing Tariff has not
anly promoted the Manufactures and other products of the Country, but
has so far increased the Revenues of the Dominion as to place it beyond
doubt that the receipts of the current fiscal year will be in excess of the
expenditures chargeable to Consolidated Revenue.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

Several measures of importance will be submitted to you, among them
will be Bills for the winding up of Insolvent Banks and Incorporated
Companies ; for the amendment of the Railway Act of 1879; for the
revision and consolidation of the Laws relating to Government Railways;
and for the improvement, in several respects, of the Criminal Law.

T am pleased to be able to inform you that there are now good hopes

of our being able to place the naturalization of German Settlers on a
Mr. SPEAKER.

more satisfactory footing. A measure will be submitted, with all the
papers connected with the matter, for your consideration.

Your best attention will, T am sure, be given to the subjects I have
mentioned, ag well as to everything that affects the well-being and good
government of the Dominion.

REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the rcport of the
Librarian, on the state of the Library of Parliament.

HIS EXCELLENCY'S SPEECIL.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that the spcech of
His Excellency the Governor-General be taken into consi-
deration to-morrow.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

. That Select Standing Committees of this House for the pregent Ses-
sion, be appointed for the following purposes :—1. On Privileges and
Elections; 2. On Expiring Laws ; 3. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines; 4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills ; 5. On Standing Orders ; 6. On
Printing ; 7. On Public Accounts; 8. On Banking and Commerce ; 9. On
Immigration and Colorization ; which said Committees shall severally be
empowered to examine and enquire into all such matters and things as
may be referred to them by the House ; and to report from time to time
their observations and opinions thereon ; with power to send for persons,
papers and records.”’

Motion agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Mr. BLAKE. Perhaps the hon. gentleman would make it
convenient now to state when he proposes to lay before us
the papers mentioned in the Address—the papers relating to
the Pacific Railway agreement.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Immediately after the
Answer to the Address has been carried.

Mr. BLAKE. And perhaps the hon. gentleman would
say whether these papers will include any other offers and
correspondence connected with any other offers than the
contract which has been made.

 Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. I am not yet prepared to
8ay.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Will you be good enough, Mr. Speaker,
to state for what reason Mr. Patrick was superannuated.
Was it recommended by you on account of his inefficiency ?
—has he resigned ? or what has become of him ?

Mr. SPEAKER. The Commission on Internal Economy
made a recommeéndation for the superannuation of Mr.
Patrick, because it was considered that his health was not
such as to enable him to perform his duties this Session.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I am informed that Mr. Patrick is

unconscious of that feeling himself. I would like to know
how the members of the Commission found it out.

Mr. SPEAKER. It appears that the patient himself does
not know his own state, and the statement made by the hon.
member that Mr. Patrick does not think himself unable to
perform his duties is, perhaps, the best evidence that he would
not have been able to perform them this Session.

Mr. ANGLIN. I have had the pleasure of seeing Mr.
Patrick to-day, and, so far as I can judge, I never saw him in
better health, physically or intellectually.

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:40 o’clock, p.m.) the House

| adjourned..

-
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HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Orrawa, 10th Decomber, 1880,
" The S?EAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.
Pravzns.
ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO INS +XCELLENCY'S
SPEECH. ,
The Homse proceeded to the consideration of His
Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session,
Mr. BEATY. Mr. Speaker, I crave your indulgence and
the indulgence of the House, in the novel sitnation in which

Jam g:ced, with regard to the observations which 1 propose
to make in moving the’Address in answer to His Exee{lency’s
Speech from the Thronme. The calling of Parliament

at this unusually early day will,' no doubt, find its justifica-
tion in the i‘mtiortant subjects which are committed, in the
Speéch from the Throne, to the House and country, and
especially. that overwhelmningly important subject—the
question of the Pacific Railway. Whatever differences of
opinion may exist regarding a question of such magnitude
to the country, there is one point on which we can all e,
and concerning which we can rejoice togethor, and that is
- in reference to the abundant harvest which a bountiful Pro-
vidence has bestowed on this country. And the improved
condition of affairs which has been manifested over “the
whole Dominion warrants us in being grateful for the abun-
dant harvest which has blessed this Dominion during the
past year. The prosperity of the country, it is quite
true, is sometimes attributed to various causes. It
is sometimes, notably by extremists, elaimed to be attribu-
table to the harvest; at other times largely if, not chiefly, to
the National Policy. I think that the prosperity of the country
may reasonably be attributed to both causes, as well as to
others. Without discrediting the National Policy in any re-
spect whatever, it may reasonably be claimed that the har-
vest has had a great deal to do with the promotion of the
present prosperity of the country, and, without detracting
from the great advantages which such a splendid harvest has
brought to the country, we may reasonably claim, and it may
be readily conceded, that the National Policy has been produc-
tiveof much good. Wewould, I think, be very badly off withont
this policy, and it may be truly said that we would be worse
off without the-harvest; with regard to both causoes, T think
that we can very properly rejoice with one another, and con-
gratulate the whole country, upon the fair share of commer-
cial and general prosperity which at the present time is
spreading over the land. It indicates that we can attribute
to this Policy, as well as to the products of the soil, these
benefits. It indicates also to us that a people can help them-
selves to some extent, and that a Government may do some-
thing for the benefit of the country. A policy of inaction,
or of doing nothing, is not commendable in a Government
any more than it is in the case of the individual or family.

Fvery individual and every family may improve its condi-
tion by intelligent industry, and I am of opinion that a Gov-

ernment, by adopting a proper policy, may also benefit the
eountry which it governs. The increase in the exports and |
imports, which is manifested in the trade returns of this
country, shows that there is a vast activity, and a greater
sctivity in all branches of trade and commerce than has
hitherto existed; and one important feature in connection
with this matter, is the fact that the exports of Canada this
year, I believe, exceed the imports by at least a million and
“one-hslf’ of dollars. ‘The imports also exceed somewhat the
imports of last year, and this fact shows to us, that, notwith-
apding what we may reasonably claim, that a large amount
of home industry has been promoted by the National Policy,
‘nevertheless, owing to the increased wealth of the country,

| of the expenditure, a policy can be adopted, ‘and 8o s

tof the whole comntry. We’

the imports of the country have not been decreased, Ido

not suppose that the maddest Tory—if eyer Torjes 46 be-

| come’ mad—would claim taxation to 'bo an unmixed thies.

sing; but if, in oconnection with the degree of axation
necessary to meet the needs of the eountry; wnd the f"g, tion

AL

as to continue these conditions and promote-the welfare of
the country as well, I ' that this is-a poliey which
should receive , and which in' fket ‘s ‘teceived ‘the sanetion

st “have money -to ‘mest
the wants of the Government and ‘the needs' of ‘expén-
diture in connection with the administration of f&m‘ lic
affairs. To obtain this, taxation neééssarily follows,
and if, at the same time, we can so arrange- the
systom of taxation as ‘to produce good resuits-to the com-
munity in eneonraginag-' idustries and manufactares, and in
promoting trade and commerce, then' I ‘maintain ‘that a
policy, so simple, 8o reasonable and 80 just, is one, re@uﬂm;
the adoption of which the country can be co: T ¢ 4
while there must be taxation, there obtains a ‘pr jonate
increase in the capacity of the taxpayer, so'that the ‘burden
of taxation can be borne by him as easily when -increased -as
when the smaller rate existed, then I'say thata policy which
has produnced resnits of this deseriptionis a poliey -ean
be approved of. There is evidence ‘on’ all' sides, I take it,
#hat there is increased activity in trade, in commeree, in
manufactures, and in all the eléments which’ go to.make up
the wealth and rospen‘tg of the countty. There is'no doubt
whatever that tEis is evidenced by the increased exparts and
increased imports, and by the contented disposition “of the
people in all parts of this Dominion. There are’ not, today,
that T know of or have observed, any disturbing ‘elements
in the whole community. There is no provincial ‘disturbance,
no sectional disturbance of any kind whatever, and when ‘we
find the people contented and happy, we may ma&i&mme
that they are prosperous and gaining in wealth. The larg
increase in trade, evidenced in connection with the lumber
intgrest, itself shows that a great advantage has been. pro-
duced in the country through- the introduction of such
large sums of money as the export of lumber -induces,
and a very large increase in the exports of agricultural
products is also a matter of congratulation, It is some-
times claimed that the National Policy crushes out the
farmer; but when one observes the conditipn - of things
all over the country, and the large quantity-of cheese and
butter and the great number of fine cattlé W, it s
readily understood that & large amount of capital ‘and labor
is invested in tho farming interests of the vountry. Prices
have also increased. Cereals, especially the coarse grains,
and products of that description, have increasedin price. In
consoquence of these facts, we may, with reason, ‘claim that
the tariff does not injure the farmer, while, at the same time,
it certainly benefits the residents of ouyr cities and' towns,
The lsrge amount of revenue which has been produced
under the National Policy is, to my mind, one of the strong-
ost indications of the success of that measure. The'revenue,
this fiscal year, if it comes in at the same rate that it has
during the first six months, will uce a surplus of pos-
sibly a million and ahalf of dollars: in'view of which we
can well eay that the Policy, so far as the question of taxa-
tion is concerned, has been all its promoters-expected it to
be—a measure for the advancement ‘of the :financial and
general interests of the country. 8But,in addition to this,
what have we? We have cheap money. ~‘Our fa¢tories are
running. Stocks are ing, ~ 1 he business of the country
is prospering. I think; therefore, Parlinment, and the whole
country, may be congratulsted upon the success of the
Policy. The National Policy, ¥ may aatx, can now be -re-
garded as the country's policy. The whole country endorsed
it in September, 1878; and since, that time, ‘st elections
east and west, in city and county—even, as"T am “just in-
formed, in North Oxford, it has’ sustained. At ‘glmost
overy opportunity since ldst Session ‘of Parligment ‘the
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country has endorsed it in
transpired. ’

Mr. MACKENZIE. 1t did not in West Toronto.

Mr. BEATY. It did not in West Toronto ? It certainly
did not endorse the policy of the Opposition. The policy, I
repeat, is, therefore, established not merely as the policy of
the party, but as the policy of the country. Now the ques-
tion of the Pacific Railway contract, reference to which is
made in the Speech from the Throne, is, I presume, the most
important question of the Session. The policy on the sub-
ject of that great undertaking, thecolossal conception of which
will produce a frans-continental railway across Canada, is
one which cannot be called a new or novel one. The com-

t entered into by the Provinces when Confederation was
formed -looks to this policy, and, I think, I may safely declare,
as is intimated in the Speech from the Throne, that Parlia-
ment is committed to the construction of the line.” I may
add, that both Governments, the late Government and the
present Government, have acted on the principle that the
road must be built, the only difference between the two
Administrations being as to when it shall be built, and what
means are to be adopted for the purposes of its con-
struction. The country at all events by the action of itg
public men, is  committed to the building of the road,
and certainly, if it can be comstructed at a reasonable,
a comparatively moderate expense to the country, the
promise that it shall be built—if Confederation is to be
maintained—should be faithfully and honestly carried out.
There should be no room for disputation between the Pro-
vinces interested in this great work, and the Dominion
Government ; and all the people should join with heart and
hand in the prosecution of the enterprise, which will not
only promote harmony and good will in all sections of the
Dominion, but will enable us to develope these vast resources,
that great wealth, which we know our country possesses,
and will form a tangible, a material bond, uniting the old
Provinces with the new, and strengthening our loyalty to
the Crown, and our love for Canada, its constitution and
institutions. In reference to this question of the Pacific
Railway, the Government can, as 1 understand it, in the

rosecution of the work, act in one of three ways. - They can

uild the road themselves with their own officers, and the
direct expenditure of public money ; they can let it out in
sections 10 contractors, by tender, or they can adopt the
mode presented in the Speech from the Throne, under which
the construction of the road en bloc, can be given to a com-
pany, the company to receiye grants in land, in.money, or
in both. 'The question arises, now, by what means shall the
building of this great road be accomplished ? How can it be
best constructed, with a view to promoting the general wel-
fare of the country ? I think the Government has tried the
first and second plans. It is about time to try the giving
over of the to a company with a'grant ot money
for its construction. We are told that the contract, involved
in the carrying out of this last plan, has been entered into,
and that Parliament is to be asked to approve of that contract.
All we are asked to do just now, however, is, not to endorse
the details which may be presented to the House, but to
€Xpress Our & plz-qval of the policy that that this work should
be constructed by a company, and that that company should
have the power, first, to build the road within a limited period,
and then to work it for a limited period afterwards. Now,
it may be asked, what are the advantages of this general
policy of constrycting the road by a company ? One advan-
tage,and I think a very great one, is this: thatthe country will
know, under the terms of the contract, what the extent of our

the elections which‘ have

liabilities, in the granting of lands and in the diture of
money upon the undertaking will be. The giving of lands for
the purpose of constructing this road cannot be a burden to this

country, or a matter at which any one can complain, because
these lands, as far as we are concerned, are comparatively
Mr, Brary. ’

of W

worthless now, and can ouly be made of value by the opening
of the North-West by the railway. There is another .
vantage arising out of the adoption of this plan. It
is this: We will not only have the expenditure -of
the Dominion upon the undertaking fimited, but we will
have, in consequence of the contract entered into, large
sums of money brought into the country from independent
sources and spent upon the road. We will therefore have,
besides the ax{)\fantages which are accruing to the country by
reason of the causes I have already mentioned, the additional
force in increasing the wealth of the country—a large
amount of money brought in from outside aud independent
sources. A great deal of money must be broughtin, because
the company can scarcely be expected to realize from
the land, if we may judge from Ministerial statements '
as to the period at which this road is to be completed,
a sufficient sum with which to carry on operations.
There is another feature of a very important character, in
connection with this matter, and thatis the one ofimmigration.
I would not rely wholly on European emigration for the
peopling of the North-West Territory. The immigration

.question is not s0 important to my mind as the fact of our

ability to send the youth of the several provinces to that coun-
try, where they may enjoy, under our own flag and our own
institutions, the advantages which they enjoyed in the
Eastern Provinces, while having, at the same time, abundant
scope for their energies, industry and intelligence. I think it
is of the first importance that the youth of this country, instead
of going to the United States—they have, no doubt, gone to
that country, but to nothing like the extent sometimes claimed
—should have a field in which their best energies can be em-
ployed and where they can secure homesteads, which they can-
not so easily obtain in the Eastern Provinces, in consequence
of the increasing value of land and pressure of potiulation in
them. But there is still left the great fact that this Policy
will do most to make those lands valuable and productive
—will do most for the development of our resources—that
the hope of gain from them, in connection with the
Railway, will induce the company tobringin settlers who will
ople our great North-West Territory. If that is done, the
tovernment will relieve themselves and the country from a
very important task, which hitherto has been only
moderately successful, that of bringing into this country
emigrants from the older countries of Europe. While we, in
this country, enjoy the blessings of prosperity to a large
extent to-day. every person knows that the bringing in
from older countries of the bone and sinew of their popula-
tion, and of a certain portion of their wealth, which the
emigrants possess, is a great benefit to our country; and
whilst the immigration was not-so large last year, a better,
a wealthier class came in than that hitherto observed.” This
country only wants women and men.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. And children.

Mr. . BEATY. Get the men and women, and I am not
afraid of the children following. The emigrants and money,
coming into the North-West, will promote the welfare of the
whole community ; and, I am quite sure, that anything that
accomplishes that result will be beneficial to the older Pro-
vinces, the Eastern provinces of the Dominion. T do not pro-
pote to detain you, nor need I, by dealing with details in
reference to this great undertaking, but I would simply say,
the Government, it seems to me, have done wisely,in this
matter, and I think the country will endorse the
peolicy which = has committed this undertaking to a
company for the copstruction and Wworking of the road
for the period usually understood as designed by the contract.
It may ﬁ said, coming to another point, that if the Govern-
ment shonld construct and work the road in as economical a
manner as they have shown their capacity to do in regard to
the Intercolonial, it might have been left in their hands.
But the experience of former years and former Governments
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does not justify such expectations. True, the working
of the Intercolonial during the last year or two, has
shown that a very la'rge decrease in the working oxpenses
may be secured by economical or efficient management.
In 1878 and 1879 the working expenses of that. road were
about $2,010,000 ; in 1879 and 1880, 81,600,000 ; while there
bhad been an expenditure in 1878 and 1879, in steel rails,
of $186,000; at all events there has been a large saving
effected, comparing those two years. Then, if you take 1872-
79 and 1879-80 with a view to ascertain the country’s
loss in working the road, there is a marked contrast between
the results for last year and those of the present year. The
loss last-year was $716,000; this yecar it wad only $97,000.
1 think, therefore, the country ought to be congratulated on
- the fact that the road isapproaching a self-sustaining position,
in which it will be no longer a burden upon the finances of the
Dominion. Then, making another comparison, as to the
working expenses during the threc months of last year, from
1st July to Ist_ October, the loss on the road was $46,000;
the profit during the corresponding months of this year has
been $1,400, showing it has reached the point where it ceases
to be a loss to the country. Then the P. E. 1. Railway, also
worked by the Government, shows a decrease in working ex-
penses, as compared Wwith last year, of about $50,000. But
there is one feature in connection with this Intercolonial
road which, probably, is of more importance than items of
this character, and that is, the increasing traffic shows
a marked difference from the Ist July to 3Uth September,
1880, between the reeeipts for the “corresporiding period of
1879, there being an increase for 1880 of about $100,000.
True, in making the comparison it must be taken into
account that the River du Loup section did not belong to
the road in 1879, before 13th August, and that it has had 'the
advantage of that branch during the whole of this year. Another
very important item in the Speech from the Throne is that
relating to the Civil Serviee, an examination into and report on
which will, we are promised, be made by a Royal Commission.
1t is, I think, a very important matter in the present st:te
of transition in this country that the Civil Service
should be placed on a footing that will equalise labor
with salaries and reform those inequalities which may
exist in the Service. There is one thing to regret in
connection with the present condition of the country, and
that is, as stated in the Speech, the condition of starvation
to which the North-West Indians have been reduced this
year as well as last year, necessitating a large expenditure to
meet, their necessities. This deplorable state of affairs can-
not fail to enlist the sympathies of the House, because the
sympathies of all civilized communities must be drawn to the
suffering red men when, through lack of provisions, they are
obliged to appeal to the Government for the means of sus-
taining life; and, if by promoting agricultural pursuits
amongst the Indians, results of this kind may be prevented
in the future, all the encouragement and aid which the Gov-
ernment can give towards such an end will certainly not
meet with objection. The presentation to Canada for train-
ing school purposes of the steam corvette Charybydis,
lately returned from service in the Chinese seas, by
the Imperial Government, forms a pleasing feature in
the Speech from the Throne. This generous act proves
that- the Imperial Government still retains its sympa-
thies for us, as I am quite persuaded we do toward the
Mother Country. The loyalty of Canadians is a subject that-
need not be dwelt upon, for we know that in every manner,
and on every iﬁle occasion, our people have been able
and willing to m their devotion to the British Crown, and
are prepared to give their sons such training as is needed for
the protection of the country, either in the army or navy.
We need not seek, as it is sometimes suggested, any new
political alliance for the development of this country and
the promotion of its welfare. - We need not seek annexation.
We ‘are able, under the old flag, the old constitution, and

those institutions which we have, in principle, at all evonts,
adopted, to work out the welfare of the whole community as
well as wo could possibly do under other ciroumstances. This
country, in'view of all the advantagos it possesses in its illimit-
able territory in the North-West, comprising hundreds of mil-
lioms of acres—with these large tracts awaiting cultivation,
withour wealth in forests, fisheries, minerals and other natural
resources, thero is no reason whatever why we should not
have in this country, if we only take proper advantage of
our natural resources, millions of people to enjoy the benetits
of its great territory and fertile soil. ~ We also possess what
emigrants from European countries often think they can only
find in the United States. Oppressed, in some instances, by
monarchical governments, they imagine that a Republican
form of government is the only one which can givo them
that wide liberty they desire to onjoy; but I believe wo
can say to them that here they will possess the widest,
largest, truest liberty which it is possible for gny
people to enjoy.  We can also assure to thom the enjoyment
of all the privileges which flow from just laws justly adminis-
tered by a Bench unsullied in honor, whose integrity and
ability are, if not unequalled, certainly unsurpassed, in many
respects, by any in the world ;—we can assure to all classes of
persons the most complete enjoyment of civil and religious
liberty. I say, then, with such inheritance in our possession
to bequeath to our children, we can look forward to the
future with hope, with the prospect that our country will
certainly become devcloped and enlarged in all the elements
that make up a great mnation; that through the present
policy of the Government the improved condition of affairs
and the ineieased confidence of the people in all that
pertains to our country’s advancement ;—the bost energios of
the people, inspired by new hope, will he devoted to the pro-
motion of the common weltare, of which every person in this
Dominion, and every one who will come into it, will reap the
benefit. I think, then, that I need not appeal to the patriot-
ism of this Ilouse, to the patriotism of overy Canadian, that
we should all devote our best energies to building up on this
continent a nation which may be rccond to none in all the
clements of progross and happiness. What we have to
do is to build up this country under a national, com-
pact government, which will give cvery Province its
fair consideration, and the:chy jnevent the creation of
distwrbing  elements arising ouf of provincialisms or
sectionalisms, and moulding the whole Dominion into one
harmonious whole, confident in its national administration
and jts ability to build the great national highway, which
is to be the mainstay of our prqgress and prosperity, which
will unite still more closely in bonds of sentiments and interests
the Provinces of our Confederation, extending from ocean to
ocean, from the temperate to the frigid zone, and which will
afford to the nations of the two continents of Furope and
Asia, as well as those of this continent, a new avenue for
trade and commerce. In doing this, the Government will
accomplish a work that will make this country the home of
an industrious, a happy and contented people. 1 thank you,
My, Speaker, and the House, for the patience and indulgence
accorded me, and have the honor to move the adoption of
the following Address to His Excellency the Governor General,
in answer to his Speech from the Throne :— -

1. That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor
General to thank His Excellency for his gracious Speech at the opening
of the present Session, and further to assure His Excellency,—that we
receive with great pleasure His Excellency’s congratulations on the
bountiful harvest with which Capada has been blessed, as well as on the

undoubted return of her commercial prosperity, and the substantial
development of her various industries. ’

2. That we learn with much interest that during the recess His Excel-
lency’s advisers thought the time opportune for making another attempt
to carry out the declared dpreference of Parliament for the construction
and operation of the Canadian Pacific Railway by means of an Incorpor-
ated Company, aided by grants of money and land, rather than by the
direet action of the Government ; and three of His Excelloncy’'s Ministers-
therefore proceeded to England for the purpose of carvying on negotia-
tions to that end. . !
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3. That we are well pleased that His Excellency is able to inform us
that their efforts were so far successful that a contract has been entered
into, subject to the agproval of Parliament, with men of high financial
" standing in Europe, the United States and Canada, for the speedy con-
struction and permanent working of this great national enterprige ; that
we thank His Excellency for informing us that the Contract and papers
connected therewith, will be submitted to us without delay, and that they
shall receive our early and earnest consideration. :

4. That wesare grateful to His Excellency for the information that he
has summoned us before the usual period, in view of the fact that no
action can be taken by the contractors to prosecute the work, and no

rmanent arrangement for the organization of a systematic emigration

rom Europe to the North West Territories, can be satisfactorily made
until the policy of Parliament with respect to the railway has been
decided.

5. That we are pleased to know that steady progress has been made in
the construction of those portions of the railway now under contract, and
that two additional sections have been recently %pened for traffic, one
from Winnipeg to Portage la Prairie, the other from Cross Lake to Keewa-
tin ; 8o that there are now in all 264 miles in operation.

6. That we are glad tolearn .that the measures adopted to promot®
economy in the working of the Intercolonial and Prince %dward Island
Railways have resulted in a large reduction of the difference between
revenue and expenditure ; and that the steadily increasing traffic war-
rants the expectation that during the current year these railways will be
self-sustaining.

7. That we are gratified to be informed by His Excellency that Her
Majesty’s Government has generously presented to Canada, for training
school purpose, the steam corvette Charybdis lately returned from service
in the Chinese Seas, and that the correspbndence on this subject will be
laid before us. -

8. That we receive with much interest the intimation thatHis Excel-
lencgehas theught it well, in consideration of the increasing duties thrown
by the development of the country ugon the Civil Service, and for the
more efficient organisation of such Service, and for the more efficient
organization of such gervice, to issue a Royal Commission to examine and
report on the whole question, and' that His Excellency believes that the
Report of the Commissioners will be ready to be laid before us at an early
da;
to {he whole subject of Civil Service Reform.

9. That we shall give our best attention to the measure for the enlarg
ment of the boundaries of the Province of Manitoba, which His Exceliency
is pleased to say, will be submitted to us.

10. That we share His Excellency’s regret that the entire failure of the
usual food supply of the Indiansin the North-West, to which he called
our attention last Session, has continued during the present season, and
has invelved the necessity of a large expenditure in order to save them
from absolute starvation. That we are glad to learn that several of the
Bands bave, however, already applied themselves to the cultivation of
their Reserves and the care of their cattle, and that no effort witl be spared
to induce the whole aboriginal population to betake themselves to agricul-
tural pursuits.

11. That we thank His Excellency for the assurance that the Accounts
of the last, and the Estimates for the ensuing year, will be laid before us;
and that we trust that the Estimates will be found to have heen prepared
with due regard to economy and the efficiency of the Public Service.

12. That it will be satisfactory to us to find that the existing tariff has
not only promoted the manufactures and other products of the country,
but has so far increased the Revenues of the Dominion as to place it
beyond doubt that the receipt of the current fiscal year will be in excess
of the expenditures chargeable to Consolidated Revenue.

13. That we shall respectfully receive and consider such measures of
importance as His Excellency may cause to be submitted to us, including
any Bills for the winding up of Insolvent Banks and Incorporated Compa-
nies, for the amendment of the Railway Act of 1879, for the revision and
consolidation of the Laws relating to Government_Railways, and for the
improvement, in several respects, of the Criminal Law.

14. That we are pleased to be informed that there are now good hopes
of our being able to place the naturalization of German Settlers on a more
satisfactory footing ; and that any measure on the subject which may be
submitted to us, with all the papers connected with the matter, shall
receive our willing consideration.

15. That His Excellency may rest assured that our best atteation will
be given to the subjects he has mentioned, as well as to everything that
affects the well-being and good government of the Dominion.

‘Mr. VANASSE. 1n rising te second the motion that an
humble Address be presented to His Excellency in answer to
the Speech from the Throne, I at once experience the
necessity of begging this honorable House to vouchsafe
all the patience and indulgence at its command to one of its
youngest members. It is according to the usages and tradi-
tions of this House that the work of each session should be
initiated by two of its members the most recently elected by
pogx‘liar suffrage, and it is this custom—whether it be good
or bad it is not for me to say—that gives me the opportunity
of addressing the House at this moment as seconder of the
Address in answer to His Excellency’s gracious speech. I

Mr. Brary.

; and that our earnest consideration shall be given to such Report and

am particularly bappy, Mr. Speaker; that my youth, a fault
with which I am so often veproached, but which I am
mending a little every day, can for once at least redound to
the honor of the fine county that I have the advantage of
representing here; for it was in_the name of the County of
Yamaska thit I was offered, and that I accepted, the honor-
able “duty of seconding the motion that the honorable
member has just placed in your hands. I am well aware,
Mr. Speaker, that after the s%)eech,. as eloquent as it was
practical, delivered by the honorable member for West
Toronto, all that remains for me to do is to applaud his
words, full of confidence in the wisdom of the policy set forth
in the Speech from the Throne, and to share in the brilliant
hopes that this policy inspires for the future of our country.
Ingged, when the head of the Government, supported by
official and sure data, comes and declares before the country,
apon the authority and dignity of the Crown, that peace,
ﬁmsperity and Kappiness reign In the Dominion confided to

is care, every friend of his country should be able to find in

‘his heart, enough energy, enough strength and enough

patriotism to lay aside, at least for a moment, the unjust
prejudices of party spirit, and receive these official statements
with the most enthusiastic applause. It is from this wholly
national point of view that I wish to judge of the importance
of the statements contained in the Speech from the Throne.
After having referred to the return of general prosperity in
our country, His Excellency draws the attention of the
House to the question of the building of the Pacific Railway.
This question, Mr. Speaker, is not a new one. It has occu-
pied public attention in England long before it became a

art of Canadian politics. More than 30 years -ago the

mperial Government even ordered surveys to be made in
the North-West in order to ascertain if it were possible to
unite the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by means of a gigantic
railway on British territory. This question has been before
the Canadian public for morethan 15 years. Since 1867, it has
been, 80 to speak, the banner of all our federal elections, and
to-day, no political demonstration takes place in any part of
the country, from the shores of Prince Hdward lsland to
those of Vancouver, without the importance of this great
national enterprise being discussed from a political as well
as a commercial stand point. In a word, both the political
parties that now contend for the honor of conducting the
affairs of the country, have admitted, on many and many
occasions, the necessity of constructing this railway. In
1871 and 1572, the Government had a law passed favorable
to the construction, by a private company, of a railway from
the shores of Lake Nipissing to the sea-board in British
Columbia. Tn 1873, the honorable member for Lambton, on
accepting the duty and honor of conducting the business of
the country, stated that: '

“He had always thought a speedy means of communication across the
countinent necessary for the good of settlement and for the purpose of
opening up districts where we have great riches undeveloped in the bosom
of the earth. Without that communication their development cannot
take place and immigration cannot be affected.” i . .
And the hon, member went on to say :

¢ Tt will be the duty of the Administration, in the first place, to secure
a means of communication to our navigable waters from Lake Superior to
Fort Garry and the Rocky Mountains, at the same time commencing at
the Pacific Ocean and constructing communication by the western slope.”

The Speech from the Throne in 1874 announced that a
Bill would -be brought down providing *for easy com-

.munication with British Columbia as rapidly as possible.”

On the opening of the Federal Session of 1875, the country
was informed, in the Speech from the Throne, that the sur-
veys for the location of the Pacific Railway were being
vigorously pushed forward, and that the Government had
concluded an arrangement with British Columbia. In
1816, the House was pnt in possession’ of all the
documents, reports, correspondence, &c., &ec., concerning
the Pacific Railway. In 1877, the Speech.from the Throne
expressed regret that uncontrollable circumstances had
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delayed the progress of surveys along the line; and in 1878,
the official speech of His Excellency hailed with satisfaction
the completion of the surveys, and stated that the Govern-
ment had -chosen the route, and that the work would be
carried on with the utmost vigor. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the
Confederation would be an incomplete work without this
railway. It is not merely the requirements of a policy of
expedients that gave birth to this plan of uniting under one

all the provinces of British North America, but rather
the noble and patriotic ambition of laying, on the American
continent, the foundations of an Empire under the protection
and with the friendship of the great and powerful British
Empire. Such, Mr. Speaker, is the object of our Confedera-
tion. 1t can have no other; otherwise this Confederation
would be the betrayal of the most legitimate aspirations of
the diverse provinces of the Canadian Union. In the minds
of the fathers of Confederation, the Canadian Pacific Railway
was to be the most powerful material tie of the Federal
Union. 1t is destined, in the first place, to put the Dominion
of Canada in easy communication with each of the confeder-
ated provinces, and, in the second place, with the entire
world. With the Intercolonial in the Eastern Provinces
and the Pacific in the Western, it can be said that distances
have disappeared, and that theré are no more Rocky Moun-
tains. Halifax and Quebec, Montreal and Toronto, Winnipeg
and Victoria have become neighboring cities, and Canada 1is
at the gates of Kurope and Asia. Such are, in my opinion,
Mr. Speaker, some of the political necessities which
should induce us to construct, with all the speed and
all the economy possible, this great Railway. olore-
over, Mr, Speaker, it is easy to foresee the vast
material advantages that will accrue to the country if this
enterprise is successfully completed. That is the practical
aspect of the qyuestion, for if we were asked to build this Rail-
way for the mere pleasure of being able to say some day that
we havedirect communications between the Atlantic and the
Pacific, and if this costly route was to be of great use to us
in times of war, then, Mr. Speaker, considering the many
improvements that our young country yet requires, and
taking -into account the peaceful character of our powerful
but generous neighbors, 1 would venture to advise His Ex-
cellency’s Government to postpone the enterprise sine die.
But, Mr. Speaker, we are entitled to expect advantages more
real, more practical, more immediate, frorn the construction
of this railway which is, in all likelihood, destined to become
the greatest artery of Canadian commerce, and the most
powerful instrument for the development of all the industrial,
manufacturing, agricultural, mining, and other resources of
Canada. According to experts and to strangers, who have
no interest in over-praising our country, we possess in the
west rich and varied mines and the most fertile plains of the
world. But through want of communications all this im-
mense natural wealth is unproductive for the country. I
might almost say that this great wealth threatens to become
a real burden, for the public treasury has had to pay con-
siderable sums for the administration of this vast portion of
the national domain. We must, therefore, seek aﬁ)opossible
means of colonizing these lands as quickly as possible. Now
the history of American colonization shows us, beyond all
doubt, that, in new countries, railways are the most powerful
megns for colonization. And it was only by building rail-
waysin all parts of their territory that the neighboring States
have been able to stimulate that wonderful progressive
movement which has secured for the American Union the
place of honor she now occupies among the nations of the
world. But it is particularly in the Western States that
the operation of this powerful factor in colonization is to be
studied. Let us take the example of Kansas. In 1865
there were but 130 miles -of railway in this territory, to-day
‘the length of communication by rail in this State is over
3,000 miles; the population of Kansas in 1865 hardly
reached 150,000 souls, and to-day it reaches 1,500,000 souls ;

the value of real estate in Kansas amounted in 1865 to
only $36,120,000, to-day it amounts to $160,000,000; in
1865 there were but 273,000 acres of land in a state of
culture, in 187Y there were 7,900,000 acres. I could quote
similar figures for nearly all the other western.territories of
the American Union. Mr. Speaker, the settlement of a
country is not an affair of sentiment or of taste, and, we
should not hesitate to adopt a system that has procured so
much prosperity and wealth to all other nations that have
applied it. Now, Mr. Speaker, the material and political
interests of the country are not alone to induce us to build
this road ; there is, moreover, our national honor at stake.
In virtue of the Carnarvon Treaty, Canada is obliged to
complete the enterprise between 1876 and 1890. By
signing this Treaty, the former Administration engaged the
honor of the country, Can Canada, to-day, fail to keep her
word solemnly given under the faith of a treéaty ? We would .
be unworthy of a seat in this House, should we not
redeem, by all the means in our power, the obligations
of the nation. There is too much glory on the brow
of our young country for us to sully it with the shame of
dishonor. But the Speech from the Throne fortunately
dispels all these fears, and reassures the public
conscience on this subject. Arrangements, that render
certain the building of the road, according to the
stipulations of the Treaty, have been entered into.
The whole road, from east to ‘west, is to bo constructed,
equipped and worked by a private company, and at compar-
atively little cost to the Dominion of Canada, Such is the
glad tidings that His Excellency has just given to the country,
and which weshould welcome with the most joyful unanimity.
Hencetorth, Mr. Speaker, we can say that the great
question of the Pacific Railway is settled. Canada has
fulfilled her engagements. Her national honor is safe. 1
would be very selfish, Mr. Speaker, were I only to see, in the
settlement of this question, a success for my party. But I
see therein a great national success. 1t is not a triumph of
the Conservative party, but a triumph of the whole country,
It is not the right hon. leader of the Government and his
colleagues who will profit by this contract, but the people,
the country laborer, and the city mechanic. The Goyernment
will undoubtedly have the glory and honor of having carried
on the negotiations. None can deprive the Ministry of these,
but the country will have the benefit, and all the material
advantages accruing from this great national success. From
the question of the Pacific Railway, I pass to that of the
Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island Railways, which
occupy the third Earagraph of the Speech from the Throne.
Our extensive public works have heretofore been a source of
expense rather than of profit to the country, and the House
learns with satisfaction that the economy practiced by the
Government in the administration of these two great commer-
cial highways, has, on the one hand, considerably reduced
the working expeunses, while, on the other hand, the return
of prosperity, the improvement in business have largely
contributed to increase the receipts. 1beg leave to submit to
the consideration of this House a few official statistics as a
proof of what T have just stated. Here is a comparative
statement of the receipts and expenditure of these two roads
from 1876 to 18:0: . .

1. INTEROOLONIAL RAILWAY.

1878-79

— 1876-77 1877.18 1879-80
. |
RECOIPLS ceve. . eoens vevens crrennnne $1,154.445/ $1,378,916 $1,791,099' $1,506,208
Expenditire oo worr se| 1,661,673 1,811,273 * 2,010,188] 1,607,429
Profit.. R .,,...l..“m.. PNV ......;j ressse esooqamn
ows... | O 38 "R | w5
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2. Prince Epwarp IsLanp RarLway. '

— | 1875-T6 | 1876-77 '| 1877-73 | 1878-719 | 1879-80
| | .
Regeipts ..........| $118,060 | $130 661 i $135,800 | $125,855 | §113,651
Expenditare......| 214,930 | 228,595 | 221,507 | 223,313 | 164,610
|
Profit. ..... veres tone sonr | eeseranen s sue [ evaseannesesasa ]l B By
L08S. .| $95,870 | $97,931 | $85,608 | $97,458 | $50,789

-~

Here is another comparative statement of the revenue and
working expenses on these same two roads during the three
months from the 1st of July to the 30th of September, from
1876 to 1880: .

1. ON THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

1876-77 | 1877-78 | 1878-79 1879-80 ' | 1880-81

—3— 3 3 3 3
| months. | months. | months. | months. | months.

—_— —_— —

Receipts.. .o.oe.e| $306,234 | $3¢0,702 | $371,339 | $345,001 | $415 440
Expenditure..... | 325,368 458,715 490,275 391,587 441,007
Profit.......} ... B T pnr ety PP $1,433

Loss.... ....] $19,134 | $98,013 | $118,936 ‘$4G,586 e s

2, On tae Prince Epwarp Isnanp RarLway.

' l 1875-76 | 1876-77 | 1877-78 | 1878-T9 1879-80§ 1889-81
‘ 3 3 3 3 3 3
hd ;months. months. imonths. months, rnonths months.
= _ ]
i t ! -
Reeeipts .ouererronnes l $38,798 $31,820 $36,765| $34,622 $3o,441; $35,934
| i
Expenditure. ! 43,576 62,169' 61,123] 70,078 33,368 45,024
| | —
Profit... ' .................................. RV
L0SS ceeennes. $4,848 $27,349| $27,358; $35,456] $7,927] $9,900

According to these figures it is evident that these public
works will ’ere long be anabundant source of rgvenue for
the country. Thé fourth paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne refers to the generous gift that Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment has just made to Canada by sending us the splendid
steam corvette Charybdis. This gift, that the country
accepts with the greatest gratitude, is destined to supply a
want long felt in the organization of the forces of the coun-
try. Wo are a maritime people. Perhaps no country in
the world possesses a more extensive sea-board than ours,
and the interior is covered with lakes and rivers that .con-
stitute, as it were, vast -inland seas. Nevertheless, we are
wanting in marines. The training ship is calculated to
create this new calling, and our young men will be able to
defend the country on the high seas with as much skill and
valor as on Jand. The mext paragraph relates to the
enlargement of the boundaries of Manitoba. From a geo-
graphical point of view this question offers no difficulty. It
is evident that the boundaries of Manitoba are too narrow.

« | t0 say on this question.

'development of our vast western territories, the importance

that they have acquired, render necessary the enlargement
of this province to the east, north and west. A few thousand
square miles cannot constitute a province which seems to
have such a grand future -before it; but I trust that the
new scheme will be devised so as to protect and main-
tain the eivil, political and religious institutions, as estab.
lished by the Manitoba Act, or any subsequent legislation.
As His Excellency says, it is much to be regretted that we
are obliged to come to the aid of the Indians, who have had
to suffer from the want of food. But let us hope that it is
but an accident. We learn, by the latest news received
from these territories, that the Indians have been, or are now,
hunting the buffalo which, with fishing, has been their sole
mesans of support as well as their chiet occapation On the
other hand, we must congratulate the Government on the
efforts they have made to introduce civilization among the
nomadic tribes by inducing them to cultivate the soil, of
which They are the-original masters. And the House will
learn, no doubt, with satisfaction, that the model farms e:-
tablished by Government have already produced satisfactory
results. It is with satisfaction, Mr. Speaker, that we have
learned, through the Speech from the Throne, that the exist-
ing Tariff has not only promoted the manufactures and other
products of -the country, but has also so far increased the
revenues of the Dominion as to place beyond doubt”that the
receipts of the current fiscal year will be in excess of the ex-
penditure chargeable to consolidated revenue. We have a
surplus. Itis along time, Mr. Speaker, since the country was
last favored with a similar statement; this is, in my opinion,
the most tangible proof of the efficiency of the Nautional
Policy. I will not quote any statistics on the subject. The
honorable movér of the resolution has said all that there was
The figures that the honorable
member has laid before the House are unanswerable. - They
may say all they please against the present Tariff, they will
never be able to drown the mighty voice of these figures
and of these facts, which alone will be heard and understood
by the country. But they think to have overthrown the
arguments and facts in favor of this policy by saying that
this return of prosperity is not due to the National Policy,
but to the action of Providence. I do not deny, Mr,
Speaker, but that Providence .has greatly protected
us. It is doubtless Divine Providence that caused the
rich harvests of late years to grow; but it is the
present policy that protected these first. fruits of the na-
tional wealth. What would have been the lot of these
abundant harvests if the former fiscal legislation had still
been the law of the land? They would have been sub-
merged by the importation of foreign grain, and the farmers
of this country would have been obliged to sell their products
at half price, or else to put them in sheds to become the prey
of vernin, as it happened not more than three years ago in
several parts of Canada. If the National Policy does not
make our harvests grow in the fields, it at least protects
them on our markets, together with the other products of
the national - industry. The effects- of this policy, Mr.
Speaker, will not be limited to promoting our manu-
factures, but the effective application of the protective
principle, by creating the capital ~of labor, and by
retaining it in the country, will contribute necessarily
towards the development of our industrial centres. The

number of consumers will increase, our market will -become

more and more remunerative for the agricultural classes of

the country; and it is through the-protection thus afforded

it that agriculture will become, what it should never have

ceased to be; the first and the purest of our national resources.

If the work so well begun is carried out, we ma l;%pe

soon to see for our country magnificent prospects. Already,

through the Federal system, we have taken a distinguished

rank among nations. We are no longer a mere colony, buf

The young giant requifes a wider field of operdtion. The
Mg, Vanassy, :

an Empire, allied by the ties of blood and friendship o the
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grent and powerful British Emgiré; and our loyalty to-
wards England :is only equalled by the hearty sympathy of
the Mother Country - for us. "As a mark of esteem and

friendship, unprecedented inthe history of her colonies,

England has associated us with her glory and her power by
giving us-a noble member of the Royal family to represent
in Canads  tho well beloved authority and the majesty of
Our Most Gracious Sovereign. The obtaining of the right
to gettle our own ‘affairs, and to adopt a National Policy in
accordance .with our wants, and the aspirations of the
country was, no doubt, a splendid victory, and the acerediting
of a Canadian Minister with the foreign powersin Europe
was another nof less brilliant. Thus we etfect the conquest
of our rights, one after the other, peacefully, thanks to the
friendly relations that exist between Canada and the Mother
Country; thanks also to the skill, the broad views, the
patriotism of the distinguished men who preside over the
destinies of these twvo Empires. And it is thus, Mr. Speaker,
that we will obtain the full possession of our rights and
acquire, at the same time, mational wealth and prosperity.
Itis with ~pleasure that I second the motion of the hon..
member for Toronto,

"'Mr. BLAKE. 1 think everyone will be thankful to the
Mover and Seconder of the reply to the Speech from the
Throne, for being disposed to attribute some share of that
measure of retutrning prosperity, which we all know exists,
to causes on which we can agree with them; but
we consider that the returning prosperity is in spite of
legislative -obstruction. It is pleasant to know that the
harvest is.an element, at any rate, however slight and
modest it may be, and that the increased demand for our
exports in foreign countries, and the larger prices those
exports have realized, are elements, however modest and
slight they may be, as described by the hon. gentleman, that
have contributed to the prosperity upon which he desires us
to congratulate. gux'seh*es. Allow me, before I go further, to
correct the hon*member for West Toronto, upon a subject
on which he is a little misinformed. He was not content
with that just measure of congratulation which he
might fairly take to himself, as to the results of the late
elections, but he also claimed North Oxford. I may inform
him that there was a pleasant little family contention in that
constituency, where there is a very numerous family of
Reformers, bpt that the candidates were all out-and-out
Reformers. If he is not disposed to accept what I say in
preference to the gentleman who may have given him the
information, let me read an extract from the statement of
Mzr. Sutherland, the present member for North Oxford. Ile
says: “Upon the great questions of the day, he, as well as
myself, is an.out-and-out Reformer.” The.circumstances of
North Oxford are these: That while there were two out-
and-out Reformers contesting the seat, each of whom had a
very large measure of support among the Reformers of that
constituency, no Tory was found bold enough to go to the

ls. With reference to the hon. member’s own victory,
et me tell him, as that has becen alluded to, that it
was of the Pyrrhic order. Although the West Division of
Toronto had returned by an overwhelming majority its old
member, yet the hon. gentleman (Mr. Beaty) was returned
by only a greatly reduced majority. I1f the condition
of affairs in West Toronto continues to spread, the same
proportionate change in the relative strength of parties
which was exhibited at that election, as compared with
the preceding one, would at the next eléction give us as the
result of that change 64 seats which were taken by the
Conservatives in the elections of 1878, thus giving a majority
to the Reformers. Now, Sir, the great subject which has
been brought before us, and the necessities of which are the
justification of this unusually early Session of Parliament, is
of course, that which will be most largely discussed upon
this eccasion. The policy of this Administration since its re-

2

turn to power upon that guestion, hag been, from time to fime,
very seriously modified. In the first:Bession of -this Parlia-
ment the Government pr 0 the Honse & grand scheme
involving -substantial .Imperial ‘aid .and ceuntenance in the
construction of the Pacitic. Railway. They included, in
effect, the giving of an Imperial-charapter to. that work, it
being held that as the was in the interests f the Empire;
it should :give substantial assistanee in: ity prosecution.. In
the second Session of this Parliament we-heard .no' more of
that glorious scheme, but we were brought face to.face with
a programme for the construction of portions of the road
upon anoether basis from that which in former times had bpen.
suggested. The line was to be .degraded into a
colonization line, built with sharp curves and stestg gradients,
and in the .cheapest manner. consistent with the . safety of
passengers travelling over it. In that shape it was
to be built in detached 'portions, and & seetion in British
Columbia, and 200 miles on the prairi¢s, were at once to be
laid. - Now, we find ‘another very serious change in the
policy. Instead of that mode of prosecuting the work, the
proposal is made that our liabﬂities—-vwhigg,- 80 -long 88 the
work was to-be construeted by the Government, were limjted
by the different engagements which each Segsion we might
authorize to be made-—shall be once.and for ever defined o far
as a contract can define them, ‘and that, through the medium
of a company, the road shall be constructed from end to end,
and that we shall be placed in a.'gzsiﬁon which, whatever
this ebligation may involve, will be beyond recall.;; With
reference to the eastern connection there is also & very serious
change in the policy involved in the geropositions of today. Itis
well known that, if not from the beginning, yet at an early
date, that line on the north shore of Lake Su
in abeyance, and was- indefinitely postponed.

rior was ple
JAb digemm

‘times different suggestions have been made for obtaiming a

more or less satisfactory connection with the east. Last
Session that subject underwent: some ventilation here, and
some more in the other Chamber. - It was admitted by the
hon. Minister, who hasspecial charge of the subject of rail-
ways, that a good line valuable for Canadian p , and
extremely important in goint, not only of national but inter-
national commerce, could be found by Sault Ste. Marie, and
thatit would be for the interest of this country that that
line should be built at the speediest moment. The question
of what the Administration were doing  was alluded to by
me in this House, and it was adverted to.in the other
Chamber, and the Government were asked as to their inten-
tions. The answer at that time was that the gubject was
under consideration. ILater on, after they had that
period for anxious consideration, the question was renewed
in the third week of the month of April, and the angwer then
was on the part of the Administration,that it was their
intention to take steps to procure surveys for the line to
Sault Ste. Marie, and to aid, this Session, in its ¢onstruction.
Now, we hear that this line on. the north shore of Lake
Superior is to be built, and therefore that part of the palicy
of the Administration is seriously ehanmged. Now, Sir, for
these changes, simply as changes, I have no word of com-
plaintor rebuke to utter. In carrying out the arrangements
for a great enterprise of this kind, it is not mxerely right,
but it is the houx:gen duty of the Administration, observing
changed conditions, to mould their policy with a view of
providing what the best interests of the country may require,
and the time for action necessitates. Therefore, I say, I am
not complaining of these changes simply as changes, but
solely for a gu-pow that I will point out in a mdment, a
purpose which requires that we should observe that there are
serious changes, for we find -that though as the Speech tells
us there is a recurrence to an old policy yet there are serious
changes from the policy defined and announced and asseated
to by Parliament in the two first Sessions of this Administra-
tion. .1t is, of course, impossible for us to expressan opinion
upon the terms or upon the propriety of a bargsin which is
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not yet before us. The hon. member for West Toronto said
that he placed hiinself in that position. I plate myself in
that position ; but it seems impossible to do more than allude
to the weighty problems which are involved in the discussion
of this policy, which s to be brought before us- this Session.
There are very impertant questions upon which we are to be
informed, before it would be possible for us to ex ‘an in-
. telligent opinion as to the prepriety of the course of the
Administration. ° We know mnot, for example, what the price
is, in works ‘or in cash, for-I know no difference except a
difference of disadvantage between giving a price in works
and giving it in'cash; there is a difference of disadvantage,
because the cost of completing the work may very largely
exceed the estimate of the eost, but there ean certainly be no
very great advantage, unless we shall find some considerable
~ diminution of the cost as compared with the ‘estimate, a
thing which very rarely happens. Nor do we know what
is to be done by the country, what is to be paid for
out of the Treasury, what are to be the payments in cash to
the-company an they construct the read. We know mot the
cash price, in works or money ; we know not the amount of
subsidyin land ; we know not how the terms of payment of
c¢ash -or ef work are airanged, or what they are to be in
relation to the progress of the works themselves, or in rela-
tion to-the probable strain these ‘payments will make upon
the reseurees of the ‘conntry. ‘These questions are not solved
by anything that is before us; we require information upon
them before we can intelligently discuss the subject in its
clearest and imost obvious financial aspect. We know not
what are the terms for the gelection and the sale of the
lands. The arrangement for the alternate blocks is a ques-
_tion of the utmost importance in dealing with this branch of
the payment to the compény; we know not whether the
company is; after being handsomely paid to build the road
and run it, to own it too; we know not what the subsequent
arrangements are, or whether they are to be subject to the
consent of Parliament. - 'We know not, as to the eastern link
to which I have referred; whether the policy of the Govern-
ment last Session is wholly abandoned, whether it is intended
to substitute for the announced policy of the Government,
the road by the north shoreof Lake Superior, whether while
we gain that 660 miles of railway, we are to lose the Sault

Ste. Marie line. There are here wery important questions,

questions ‘of ‘momentous importance, with refercnce to the
eastern’ link and the ‘policy to be adopted 'in connection
therewith. Yrepesat that though the question of an eastern
link has been before the country ever since the arrangement
was made with British Columbia, it is a practical question
now first nted to our minds for immediate action, and it
is the first time that Parliament has been called upon to
undertakede finitely to make provision for the construction
of that eastern link:: We kmnow- not what the rate of pro-
gress on the work is to be, how far it is to be in advance of
the sapposed wants of settlement ; and i, as is rumored, it is
to be very far in advance of these wants, how far the
incressed rapidity of construction is ‘to involve an enhanced
cost of construction n the first place, and an enhanced reward
for wotking the lite before the population is in the country
in the second place. We know net the character of the road,
whether it i8' to ‘be of the character described by Ministers
last Session, when they ropresented that the work which they
put-under contract on the prairies and in British Columbis,
was for an inferior colonization road, or whether all these
contracts, as well as- the portion to be constructed by the
Company, are to be returned to the old notion of a first-class
trans-continental road. We know nothing of these points,
nor as tb the arrangements for équipment; we know nothing
of other msin ‘points; ‘we know mothing as to whether it is

posed to enter into any obligation, express or implied, or
to declare any course of policy which gall be taken as an
enactment with reference to other roads through the North-
‘West territory; constructed or to be constructed, and their
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relations to the road that is to be constructed at
this present time—the ~Canadian Pacific Railway. We

‘know " not what provisions are ‘to be: made for securi

the means of getting into that vast territory. Short lines are
iof very little value to.a country, and it matters little’ how
ithey are constructed if they are the propeérty of a monopely;
they are merely the means of increasing the profit of that
‘monopoly. That isa subjeet upon which ‘we ought to refleet.
‘We have the knowledge that has been acquired as to the
‘gigantic powers which have beerf obtained by railway corpor-
ations in the neighboring republic, and the.difficulties which
have been found in the great West by reason of the existence,
in some parts of that country, of practical monopolies. The
‘whole conditions of railway transportation have changed
‘most remarkably in the coarse of the last ten years,
since this scheme was first projected, and there are
indicatjons of still further change in the same direction.
‘Great as have been the resulté in cheapening the ‘price of
transportation by rail, I believe that prdcess to have been
by no means fully accomplished. You find that the estimated
cost—not including profit—for hauling, under the average
‘conditions of freight, is but one-third of what it was ten
years ago. The steel rail, the enlarged car, the composite

L.:engine, and, in some cases, the multiplication of tracks have

produced this result. But there is still an enormois field for
the ingenuity of the inventor—in saving in the consumption
of fuel, the motive power, and in other ways, so that the
hoEes of cheap transportation by rail are by no means yet
exhausted. But, Sir, while that is 8o, cheap transportation
by rail does not obtain under all circumstances. It does not
obtain at all under those circumstances which have given
‘to particular corporations the whole profit which is derivable
‘from these improved facilities, and given the country none
of them. ILet me enforce these views with an illustration
which will, perhaps, bring the subject more .clearly
before the House, and is not wholly alien to the subject in
hand. The December rate per car from Montreal to Winni-
peg is $293, and from Montreal to St. Paul $120, which is at
the rate of 93 cents per mile by the car. If you assume that
the Government Railway is charging the full average rate
charged from Montreal to St. Paul, on each 67 miles, you
make the charge $6.37, which leaves for the purposes of the
road between St. Paul and Winnipeg—190 miles—$166.64,
or 42% cents per mile, instead of 9§ cents per mile, the
rate over the rest of the journey—a rate more than four times
as great as the rate charged in getting to St. Paul. The
rate at the general rate would be $37./5, making a total of
$153.41—u saving of $129.59, out of $293, or nearly half
the freight over the whole distanee from Montreal to Winnipeg.
If you apply the monopoly rates all over, you get $721 as
the freight, instead of 3293, and the result of the extra
charge on the 390 miles, alone, is this: that it practically,
for all purposes of communication involving cost, throws
Winnipeg—where ? Not seventeen hundred and thirteen or
fourteen miles from Montreal, but it throws it to the Roeky
Mountains—across the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific
ghore, without the advantage of the Pacific trade, or adds
1,360 miles, estimating by cost, to the distance from Win-
nipeg to Montreal. Now, let us consider the rates in the
summer time. Last summer the rate from Collingwood
to Duluth was $70 a car, but to Winnipeg $243, the rate
being $173 from Duluth to Winnipeg, showing that,
although some saving is effected by the route by water,
yet if you have a link of iron controlled by two corpo-
rations, you will not effest much saving in the summer
time, after all. I am told that the rate quoted for wheat
from Emerson to Chicago by the car was- 45 cents a
bushel; while I believe it to have been carried by the. big car
load for 8 cents a bushel from St Paul to Toronto—a differ-
ence that amounted, not to & compensation for carriage, but
to a proportionate interest in the profits of every farm in the
North-West. Now, Sir, that is the state of things in a'great
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‘many places in the West, and we find ourselves in that posi-

tion” from the want of some provision—whether freedom
of competition or other

prevent.these facilities from being converted into & machinery
whereby the railway company inflicts, in effect, & tax on the
farmers 6f the North-West, instead of a reasonable eompen-
sation for fhe work it does. Under these circumstances I
cannot doubt that whatever the Administration havedone,
they have taken care to provide for the most strenuous
conmpetition between the new company and the St. Paul and
Manitoba Railway Company, so tIl)mt the moment we have
the gateways of the North-West placed in the hands of a

private. ‘corporation, we &hall have the benefit of that'

triendly 'competition and rivalry which will result in the
immediate cessation of these extortionate rates and this
proportionate “interest in the farms of the North-West, and
in "d" reduction ' to reasonable and normal rates of
profit.  There are, Sir, several possible solutions of this
problem which is now presented to our consideration.
You have that of free competition, that of Govern-
mental power of regulation, that of parliamentary
power of regulation, that of arbitration, that of a reserved
interest in thecountry itself, that of giving running powers
to other companies 8o as to preserve moderation in freights,
and there may be others. 'We know not what the parti-
cular solutior of this great problem is; but that it is a great
and difficult problem, now for the first time presented to our
consideration by our being practically brought face to face
with the proposal that the road shall be owned and run by a
private railway company, I suppose no hon. gentleman will
deny. * We know not what the mode of settlement of possible
disputes bétween the Government and the Company as to the
contract “‘may be. We know not what the traffic facili-
ties for the connections with other Provinces may be.
There will be one great corporation stretching prac-
tically to the ocean steamships ; it is right and proper that
every facility should be given for trade to go through; it is
equally right and proper that every facility should be given
to such trade as may be seeking the North-West through
other channels, and on fair, equal and advantageous terms
to make use of the national highway to which all the Pro-

vinces of this Dominion are bound to contribute. We know
not what security may be given for the per-
formance of the contract In case a security s
required. A security is not required wunless the

enterprise turns out disastrous; but what the nature or the
extent of the security which )51 that event it has been ar-
ranged to give us, 80 as to”7secure that limitation of the
liability on which the hon. member for West Toronto des-
canted so eloquently, we do not know, and therefore of its
value cannot judge. All these things press on us now for
consideration—all these things, and many more. 1do not wish
to prolong the discussion of this question by a reference to
matters which, though they may be termed matters of detail,
are still of importance; but all these things, and other
matters .are “involved in the great question to which our
attention is to be addressed. So. long as the country
was doing the work, s0 long as from session to session we
could practically control it, things were different, but now
they are to be altogether changed. Now the matter is to be
regulated and arranged once for all, and regulated and
arranged by the intervention of a corporate interest, intro-
ducing these new elements of difficulty, these new conditions
.to which, practically, we have never as yet addressed our
minds. The aspect of finality and the creation of a company
-and “its rights, therefore,” impart elements of the utmost
importanée and of practical novelty into the discussion of
this subject.” The hen. the First Minister is reported to have
8aid in & 8peech. which he made shortly after his landing in
this country, on his return from the English mission, that the
contract had been'mgde “firm ;” that the contractors would go
on at once, whether Parliament met in November or in

regulation—which  shall,
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February; that the meeting of Parliament would make no
difference, and that they would trust to the ratification of
the act. This statement hardly coincides with the state-
ment which the First Minister has put into the lips of His
Excellency, and which we heard in the otlier Chamber the
other day. It is, of course, for the hon. gentleman to recon--
cile these statements and to ‘explain how it is that his first,
and I believe his only, public arinouncement as to the ‘char-
acter of this contract and the nature of the arrangement
with these contractors, should vary in a degree so ‘material
as I have pointed out from that which is now given to us;
and whereas it was then a miatter of no consequénce at what.
time Parliament was sumioned:and the work was fo pro-
gress, it is now sald that the public interest requires.
that we shall not wait to February, but shall proceed
immediately with the discussion and come immediately
to a conci)usion upon this question. In my opinion,
Sir, the public interest requires, above. all things, that
this tremendous business should not be too hurriedly dis-
posed of. The public interest requirss, above all things,—and
1t is the right of the public to "demand,—that there shall be
some time allowed to obtain that information which has not
ot been brought before the eountry ; thatthe country shall
Eave breathing time for consideration and reflection, for
communication amongst the people themselves, as well as
amongst the people’s representatives assembled in. Parlia-
ment, before we shall be called uponto give our verdict
upon a question so momentous as this. We' have
been told, not authoritatively, indeed, but it has been sug-
gested in Ministerial organs, that the dignity of Parliament
required that no communication should be made upon’ this
question, until the people’'s representatives were assembled -
here in Parliament.’ ‘I am not quite eertain, Sir, that
there is not more than one hon. ‘member’ of this
House who would have been: quite -disposed .to put
his dignity in his pocket for the purpose of allowing
himself in common with his - constitutents, o%purtunit:y,
of becoming acquainted with the contents of this paper,
and of having a sufficient apprebension:of the subject.
before the meeting of Parliament, particular]y if such a result:
would have also produced the, result of a meeting a little
laterthan the present meeting, Ifan unusual course was to have
been adopted, I, for one, should have preferred —in a business
like this,—as being more in accordance with the development
of popular government which has obtained in this country,
that the people should have had the Q%)onmnity of express- '
ing their opinion upon this subject at the polls. More than
this, we are told t}ixat the people shall not even know the
details until after it is disposed of. Theyare not even.to
become acquainted with the terms of this bargain until after
their representatives shall have pagsed upon them. Time is
essential in my judgment; time-s due to the people for that
consideration which they require and which they are entitled
to. I have no doubt that those of us who feel we have
responsibilities to discharge on thig occasion, haveconsidered
this question conjecturally so far as we could. I hawe no.
doubt we have thought it over with such dim and uncer-
tain lights as Ministerial bounty has vouchsafed . ps in the.

'matter. For myself I confess Lhave thought over a great

deal such scattered statements as have, from time to time,
been made to us. But I.say that this sort of discussion is
eminently unsatisfactory. One likes to know, before coming
to a conclusion on a subject, what the subject is on which we
are asked to come to a conclusion; and I'say, as to the
mass of the people, thatthey can have formed no conception’
of this matter, and that they might properly and ressonably
have expected that the papers should have been laid on
the Table, and that dgmple time should have then -elapsed
before we were called upon'to consider them and deliberate.
ugon them. Buf, on.the contrary, according to s -rumor.
which has spread about these. bpl:lﬁresﬁl ‘do not say it.is cor-
rect—if we are good boys and say our lessons well, according
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to the instructions of our masters opposite, we may get,
home on the twenty-third, but if we are mot goed boys
we shall be kept here at school until we say
our Jessons properly. 1 suppose..we .are. all. willing
to work; we are willing to meet. at any season,
however inconv%ni}ent,; if the public interest requires
it. We are willing to dispense with our Christmas
holidays and remain at work, if the public interest demands

it; But what is wanted is deliberation and consultation—and |

then 'Work after there has been opportunity for consideration
by the country, but not before. . I maintain that if it is con-
sidered necessary to force this measure through the House
before Christmas, the vast proportion of the electorate will
not have even read the terms of the bargain before we shall
have made them the law of the land. 1t was amusing to ob-
serve hew thoroughly the test of experience verified the
&sition we took with reference to the appointment of a High

ommissioner at the last meeting of Parliament. You will
remémber that the memorandum on which that appointment
wag made pointed out that— :

_%Tt;is mow. being found in practice that there are constantly questions
arising connected with the administration of affairs in Canada, requiring
discnsgions in & mode and to an extent wholl im&acﬁcable by the ordi-
n channel of -correspondence through the Governor General, and

periodical visits have to be made to London for this purpose by the im-

portant members of the Canadian Government, entailing serious incon-

venience.;” At this moment the following subjects are thus under consid-
eration't the Pacific Railway, and important collateral subjects; treaties
of compmerce with France and Spain; Esquimalt graving dock ; military
defence of Canada erally, and of British Columbia more especially ;
while the fishery and commercial ¢lauses of the Washington Treaty may,
at any moment, be re-opened by the.United States; with many other

matters. of importance connected ‘with the better organization of the mili-

ta.r%nforce of the Dominion. :

1t is manifestly impossible that the views of the Canadian Govern-
ment on such subjects can be submitted for the intelligent consideration
of Her Majesty’s Government .in any other mode than that of personal
communication ; and as the subjects themselves relate to different depart-
ments of administration, ‘the necessity arises for the absence from their
pesbtd at this moment of not less than three Ministers.”

And  to obviate all this we were

High' Commissioner, and yet we find that this

language - might ' have - been repeated this year in

London, by the bon. gentlemen themselves, although their

High Commissfoner was along with them; indeed, 1 believe

there was an extra Minister along, probably to remedy some

of the evils created by the appoiutment of a High Commis-
sionér. I do not complain that a Minister, or more than one

Minister, went over to England to negotiate, but I dg com-

plain ‘that the hon. gentlemen made it a ground for the
- appoihtment of a Commissioner, that no such results as these

would follow. - Some information has been given to us from
time to time, some small scraps of information as to these
negotiations. The hon. Minister of Railways, during the
last Session of Parliament, stated that an offer had been
received for the construction and working of a large portion
of the Canadian - Pacific Railway, at that time, by
arrangements which were within his "grasp, if the

Government, chose to ‘accept them. On the 29th

of “June last, the First Minister was reported to

have taken occagion, at a pic-nic, to state that there were two
distinet offers at that moment under the consideration of the

Government, and ‘that they were deliberating which they

to have a

would accept, or if “they would accept either. After that]

period they weft to England, and the announcement was
made, on their return, that a contract had been made ; butit
did not a]ﬁ;ear to have been made so firm as to prevent- a
considerable - a