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Cf>

The Whitney Government

and the Public School

Question

Profw Addr«s« of

HON. W. il. HANNA, Provincial Secretary

Delivered at Oourtrlsht, Ontario, on

Saturday, January 11th, 190e.

Mr. n.itmn, af the meeting of tl»

eleciois held in Courtright oa the

evening of SaJurday, January 11th,

Rliokti of ihc i)oJcy oC the Whitney
yuveirsimunt on the PubUu aobool

Hue»iion as follovk's>—

Mr. WLltncy in Opposition «£ave bia

ulcdgc to tho people that ahi>uid he
comu to [lower he would d'ivjte him"
Milf to the tank of iinproviug ibe
: noo.s «)• thi> yrovincR. What weio
(he coodkioiu to which h.& govera-
uii-iii :>uccue<.it;u; For .aany yexra we
h;id iu thiK pruvincu a Puhlio HChool
Ky»teni :hat was good en«ugfai
Oil ure^^« iwiadu, but Was not pioduc-
ii}g satisfactory results in tho £'u^''

iio schools. It was {»ut oa exhibi-
lion at the World's Fair in Chicago
ajid el^where, v.ilh the explanation
of bow the work of tho Ontaiio Pub-
lic school was directed to fitt.ng tho
itupil for th(^ High school and tho
coUegiito instituie ; and the work of
'tiie High school and collogiat* in->

S'itute was, in turn, directed to fit^

tiug the student there for the lini-'

versity, a completely organized sys-
tem whereby the children of thia
province were put iu as clay at ono
end of the machine ?nd came out, all

of tho s.-ime shape and form at thcJ

other, and tinder high pi«a8ure all

the time, beginning with monthly
exumiiiations and ending with month-
ly examinations; beginning jvithl

natural qualifications that if devel-)

opnd by «i teacher who had time ami
oitiiortunity and «i Bystwjn thajt ad-^

mittexi ,of it would give ^he pupil
with ordinary application high sitand-

ing in a i>anicular field, but e^iJ
ing with these high natural quali i-

caiions checked aD<^ reduced to the
level of the Btudent's wefli^sB subw
ject.

Mandate to Mr. Vliitncy

While the go\>?mmcnt that ww
succeeded refused to admit defo' s,

an<* insisted that the system was tU

that they claimed for it. Mr Whit-
ney, in Oi>poaition, long maintaineiC
that the system was oariipd alto^

gether too far, and that the work
of the rural Public sobool, should a<4

far as po3&ible, be made complete iol

itself, since %'^ per cent, of the chil-

dren of the province never get l<o-.

vond the Public school. He advocat-
ed this on the platform prior to the
last general election ; and wbvn the
votefi wer^ counted found himself
with an unmistakable man-
date ti~ proceed to carry out in powctl

what he had advocated In Oppoai-
tiou. Jaa the government made rea-i



aocHble progreas to that •ndl Has It

dtivoi.cd iiaeif eain«hiiy lo ili« <'»•*

oi remca/iotf ibe evim couiptaiiied ptf

il WHii ui>yaruut thai IC aCooaii»Ua
•nytbiiig two tiimu* luu&t be dotut

;

iho cia4s.eaoy ot tbo teaober^-yar-
tioaUs4/ o: tbe rural f ublio aoboola

—uiu»t bo l^u^iroTeu, foi" without «
'weii-tftiiilt>vea lodoher beb»n<l the

dciUc AiktiJ can be bo^^d ior iioa* tbe

puyile, and the numbers m
youug men mod youatf ^.'"'•"

luuu prevuici vo devote tbou»-

aeiv a lo itie proleo&iuu ut tokening

mutkt be increaoea, ua tbcto waa n

ebortatfe oi teaciiera which bad cou-

linued to tlfo^ to S' ch mu ci.ioiit

that 20 per cent of the teacheiii oC

rural I'libiic »*hoo.B were leacbiutf

oil periiiiia, becauae of the laotL oi

properly quaatieu leacbeia.

Noimal Schools

Experience baa dcmoiiiit rated thai

to ^MHiM tbe biifhest pro£icien»'/ .u

teaohiug a uoruiui tralumK i* ueoea-

wtry. 11 io n je that tiio xia.'Oiiy

Moael Bchooia in nome lUoutucej uave

done Boou woiik., but iu many oiner

iiiatancea tbe work has uot Been aat-

iataciory, and iii uo cab© i^ it up to

ibe worii done iu the formal achoOiS.

The goveruuieui uecided to di»peu!»e

ill time with the Moacl ssaooia, sua

to provide in their i>tead lour Nor-

mal achoois, one each iu Ocratloiu,

i'cteruoio, Hamilton and North bay.

iu addiuon to the three formal
Mhooia we already have, ihe eaiaU-

liaiimen. .ot ;Normal hchools, bow-
ever, will accompiiab littiO unleaa we
ge( oauuidatea to atteud.

Supply of I'Mchers

A great many of the teachers iu

the rural Public achoo.Hi today receiv-

ed their training in Model schools,

of their owu county. They have gone
into the profeiseiou with tbo tnougbt
of remai«i.ng in it but three yeaia,

end using it as • means to something
else. It was felt that if tbo teach-

er would enter the school at the out-

set with a life certificate and with
the prospect of better pay *« ^d*
profeoGion the supply wotild bo up
to the requirements. The normal
ohool training with the Ufa .oortif-

ioate would not itself bo suffioicnt

without the prospect for hotter sal-

aries. Is it not the fact thalt-tho

young man of today who equips tam-*

self for office work and brings to

that work the same application and
energy that la ueoesbaiy to m^ke a
sUccus.4 iu iho teabu.ug yrOiBsaoa w.il

be able lo commuiia aiiogetl r .a^^o

moiiuy than he could froui loACul-ik;

aoboo.t Ic ihi . iiOc ...luaiiy true ot .ad/

aiuaeulai l* it iioV xruc as woii tUiU

the province oi Oiitai.o with .1^ '"»'*

public aohoo.a ani ita practically *ree

Normal schools, U at gieutt cxpen-e

lo iicuiii ti'a.a.ag leacheio, who .oicii

cqui..iH:a w.;.h cortit.catea u<. oa o

go ;o Maiii.oja i..ia the VVe*>criii

provinces, becauue of the better aai-

arica that tueue piov.ncea pay, to tiio

great 10** ot tho pupli:! of Ontario,

burely ibia la uO.

But aouie oau .x^^n ., how wiii this av-

feci the coit o.. yre^ja-aa^m ij. ihe

loacbiiig proicobioii. it will «ei

that cost, uiiucr ..lie o.d law tue

ual course was, itUss leaving thu

iiiiuaLji>u c.uob or the t.o.legi

four months at Model, thrt* y^

teacbiug lU a Pubuc school w.fa
.

noii-k>roie«>oiouj> ceriit.oave »*""

small vuy, lo.iowoa oy niiii uionth.* .n

the Normat—jour years and a hall

Koue aiiu very .i i.o aheau.
Under ihe present law, after leav-

ing iho couiiiiuat.on ctasrh or tue ooir

tefcijiie—n.ac moiiiUa iH tiie x^onoal

—a »iie cert.l.caie and better ^y
from the oct^ut. in lOtUiu lor tnit.

aaui;..x>ual live months in the Nor-

mal wuh tho additional cash outlay

ot »fco to .,100, the tj.n5ujr naa »av-

cd one >ear o^ a.ue and can command
much better pay from the start, la

there any uouot aa to tue isoiina.

school irain.ng at the outset sav-

ing both t.me and mon^y f* ih«

lUdO. or woman going into the teach-

ing profeasiont

It i.* a fac^ that il for the pas'tl

ten years in this province the annual
exouus ol Normal school teachers to

the Wcat had been out tJiree ie'O

trom each Inspectoral District than

it actually was, there woiild bo a> suf-

lioicnt number of Normal school

teachers today in the province to sup-

ply every Public school .in it. The
^•vernmenL let that thi* situation

could be met only by the teachefl

having a better prospect for pay in

this province. To provide this the
government, with the approval of

both sides of the Houo and without

a diaaenting vote, passed tho Schools

Act of 1906, with its minimum sal-

ary clauses, based on the assessed

value of the aecttons. At that time
thb was the best solutiort that wa«
pre«ente(4. The government was not



yet in receipt of th« inereawd rev-

cuuu ihat bus rotiiiitod iu a laitf*

nu'.ttiiure tro.n in i-Oiicy with ra^iU"

to u.iiic*, timb* r ttiid th« yublie do-

ui.iiii. ihia iiicroabod !«.(imu« of tba

pi-utiuce taua c-iiubied the Bovarnineut
to repeal ia 1907 th4l Puoiio hcboola
nmcuiiuen;.* ol 1906 with ragaid to

auiaii:M,ani lo ado^^t iii their biaiwl

a co.uJ>i, wbicb we ar» tflad to
know, \.lil ,bo equally ettootiv** and
ttiLjO|futii.;r Mioio autUIucioiy to yuo

aua lO ua.

ihc tfovurnment that we auceeeded-
gave lo the ruiul i'ubilo ^bo>>ia oi

Jii. tioviuoc 1.1 the labt yo-tr ot it.

rvi^a *iio,«;UO. Vve h-iV* lUCtcaiMxt

ibi^ bum to «;itiU,UUO. 'i'be miinioiiMl-

i.ioa wiil be reiiuiiod as h«j«tOiOie

iit ru'iM $;tUU lor each bohoji o«-i»ua.

una ibU »!»U0 ib to oe ayylied on tho

teaoher'a salary. "Wo i» not bu/ to

ail/ bohool aeoiiou that tbe^ ^V^'
V<»y ihcir teactier more than HjatK).

vv.' uo aay "Vve ihiuk yoj OJgbt to

pay more than $300, aud it you agreo

wi.h I bo goverumeut in ibia, tha
govurnmcui will poutribute 4Uo. lo-

ward evojy doi.ar ihat you ^y yo.c

icacher over the $300 and up to

$6ju."
,

ihe batlri of distrbution U cal-

culated to lmv>rove the rural achools

t.i several imk»o;tant particulars. Iho
granca are giaued to aa to oEieP i:i-

ujcoment lor the belier ^lyment ol

teachera. Xue poorer )^olii>U3 are giv-

en more money ihan tue wealtniir

aectioiij, the uivisiou bciu^ rna<i« upon
iJie oaaij Ol assessment. Grania aiO

also made oa ihe value of tuo eq^r^
meut KO that good teaching majr be

au lil)lciueni.ed by the latest applian-

ces. The character of the aocommo*
daiiona likewise earn grants m o:->

der that country pupil* mar learrt

under condiiiona aa hcaithy and com-
fortable aa town pupils. Finalljr. tho

grade of the teacbora' prote.. loiial

certificates is rewarded, eo that th«

haeii te;a(ihera may be attracted to ' -o

achooU.
la not all this in strict accordance

with sound business sense — better

paid and better qualified tcjiohera; &
more practical and Taluable ochool

equipment ; healthier accommodation*
for the pupila so that they may work
under the best physical conditions:

larger grants for the sections thait

need them meatf .

As showing how this works out in

the Riding of West Lnmbton I giT*

here a statement eavering every

•oboot sMtion in the Rid'.ng:—
aiatement showing goTernmcn*

grant paid to each rural school "•«-

lion ot ^he Riding ot Weat uamb-
loii ill the year* l»0i and UM>7 !•-

•peeiiveiy and showing the net »n-

oreaaa to each seottea doe to ino

umciidmeui oi the i'uulio oobool aci

ot l»o7 Increaaing the grant to rur-

al PubllJ aohoola. This atatoment

*i«K'a not inciude union aeotiona »«

granta to continuation ciasses.

No. of Grant
bcotiou in '04

Grant Amt. of

in '07 inoreaM

Eani^kiliCA

I $10.6j 970.25 $66.00

t 1Mb 70.85 m.w
4 4b.uU Utf.2U 81.20

u lt,i:6\l 203.U0 151.60

tt 10.Od 48.60 28.-J0

7 28.00 48.35 10.0-

8 11.00 74.60 02.70

y ti.tiO 51.30 20.70

lu e.iO &2.20 44.1O

11 11.00 69.45 D7.4J»

ii! ;tu.ea 40.05 lO.iO

14 iu.4d 40.20 3.J.75

14 13.25 614»0 .38.65

U o^.iO u3.t»U 21.tf0

l«i 2i.et» ..47.30 2j.4i>

17 32.45 54.05 21.60

Id 3<j.46 81.Ou 45.60

Itl 14.55 72.85 >B».30

20 22.00 . 40.30 27.30
./ * 2&.UU 49.40 21.40

23 11.75 40.50 .
37.7!>

^k I0.55 61.60 . 36.or*

ilj 8.15 47.50 .39.-35

Total* 5l)ll25 1,525?20 ,

Dnwn

l.O'iloS

1 20.70 61.60 43.90

2 27.50 52.00 24.50

6 2ub0 54.90 25.10

4 io.ie 82.90. 6.1.90

5 37.40 72.60 . 35jiO

6 6.40 31.00 25..'>0

7 23.40 32.50 9.10

8 19.60 30.40 10.80

9 30.60 50.30 19.70

10 27.50 S2.80 . 5.30

11 20.0t 53.40 3tJ.4«

12 16.50 28.60 12.10

13 32.50 75.00 42.50

14 9.60 32.50 "22.i»0

17 13.20 54.40 41.20

18 28.00 36.10 «.10

SO 80.70 30.70

S3 7.40 92.70 85.30

Totalis. 369.7o 908^ 538.10



Soafcm
f 31.78 80.45 57.67

1 •(M./6 tt4.30 .4..-14

s ao.7tf Bl.lO 54 .:u

» ;!;i.oC 63.tt5 40.54

10 :io.uu 2U.15 *<.20

n a;>.i»5 bl.ft> X...70

\i 22.59 61.00 3H.tl

u ::u.U/ 2 1.45 4.78

u 2M.:n 62.55 3:5.1 ><

15 21.32 42.45 21.13

17 ^iiMlt M.W 23.Pi.

18 26.U2 27.56 1.53

\H 2;i.«t4 51.35 27.41

u 9.75 »1.65 21.«U
ii 21.43 51.50 27.07

^\ 12.<i!l 54.15 41.46

25 11.11 41 30 30.10

2« 3b.35 . 38.;i5

TutaU 12T.2a «67.50

Meere

540.30

1 . lt.75 50.80 ,
3t.0S

i . 2'j.»2 .4U.b5 l'J.!<3

4 . 26.U» iltt.50 8i».t2

i . 2U.73 77.00 58.27

it al.7a 72.70 40.95

2i.:«7 ao.i5 6.-..7a

7 2U.55 .109.75 83.20

h iO.tJU 72.20 55.00

i) 3U.6t 88.95 5b.31

]tt 1 1.0J 47.00 33.97

It 07.y? 210.05 118.08

1^ 25.00 71.30 45.64

14 14.78 50.00 3&.H2

15 , 18.65 6'.).B5 51.00

1» O.bO 51.50 41.90

n 37.00 47.30 10.21

18 65.37 170.35 104.98

Tatuis 507.U 1,15^65 947.51

Sarnia Township
1 . 14.19 49.35 35.16

i 35.43 96.:i5 69.92
:t 2«.-.2 39.90 J 3.78

4 31.54 56.95 25.41

5 . 24.76 77.95 5:i.)9

lU 25.18 59.70 34.V2

11 13.U8 28.65 "^.57
' : iH.riO 72.75 53.25

13 17.40 6P.i>0 51.10

C 35.29 .47.15 11.87

Tat»l.s 24i 597.25 36:.77

Hy reference to this •^tatemout, ev-
ery man can nee bow hn own tiArtir*

iiiuf M>;c;ioi> tiuH Imkiu aKeetrd by the
otiunKMl IcKiiiUtioii. >iot ou« dollar
of ibU incrcaito would have coaie lu
you Out (or iho change of sovorn-'
inent In Junuury. 1905. It Jias eouv>
10 you in the form of a cheque \mj-
ablu 10 your treasurer loatead ol in
iba form oL a tux uutico. Aie we oj*

your tr ifttecti, distributing tb<« m«Hi-
oy widelyl It .witl he (or you to Hay.

Uut aoiu«oue asks—"V/ hat U it the
huxiiifldd ot' a government what a aco"
tiuu ^jull yay tts teachert" ana urgent

that tliU ia eutireiy a miiitor ioi'

the pareuta and (or tb« auciio.i. i*

ihia reasoning boundi 1 aubmit not.
Ibe aalary offerod determines in tiuio

iliQ quality of the '«rk douo buhtnd
the desk. Can we .fford to learw
ibi:* to be determined by the ^ronia
or hy tho ai^ctionf Wurciy no. The
uuaiuy of the work done ia a mat-«
tcr of tho greatest i.Uiiortanc«. ir

it a matter bc>ond the homo, beyond
iho section— kt ih a nat onal mniter.
We houtti. of our timber wealth, of
osir li.%lierieH, of tb« richcn ot our
uiiu(Mi ; we talk of the proiuct o<

the dairy and the outv>»it of
tbtt farni—all valv tblc in thomsiUve.'-.

Hut the (utnre of thia province an'l

of tbia Dominion will not bo di.>tor:a-

iued by these things. It will hi", de-

termined by the character of tho boya
and girU who are turned out from
our Tublic achoolH. '

Tho aid of the government baa not
sto^ipod hero : fide by side with rural
Pubau achools are the continuation
classes. The government has done
much, it will do more for these.
They are tho collegiate for the coun-
try boy and ^irl. Is there any rea-
son why the country boy ohould not
have an good education aa the boy
in tho town} I can aafcly leave yoifc

to answer. "^
..^

What we have done and vce doing
will surely put high the Htaivlard of

proficiency behind iho desk, and
will greatly imu^'oyo the equipment
of ihe Kcho-jl. Wfth these forcea ot

work, who would ha^o tha courage
to qiie«it,ion the result in tho boyaand
girU of this province! .. <
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