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COI:ONEL THE HONORABLE

itr Allan ﬁamm: PAacPRa», am .

A.D.0. TO HER MAJESTY THR QUERN, M.L.C, &C.

S1r,—I am induced by the consideration of my admiration
of you, as a Native Canadian, in your se)/era.l capacities as
a soldier, a statesman and a citizen, to venture to dedicate to
you these sketches of the lives and characters of your dis-
tinguished countrymen, and others connected with the history
of Canada, in which you have played so highly. mportant
and creditable a part. /.

Trustmg that you will pardon me for the hberty I have
taken, .

I beg to remain, -

Your obedient and humble servant,

HENRY J. MQRGAN.

Quzsec, January, 1862.
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“The worth of a state in the long run is the worth of the Individuals composing
it.”—J. 8. MiLL. . ) ’

ERI N .

“Ir is very certain that no man is fit for everything ; but it is almost as cer-
tain too, that there is-scarcely any one man who is not fit for something, which
something nature plainly points out to him by giving him a tendency and pro-
pensity to it. Every man finds in himself, either from nature or education
(for they are hard to distinguish), a peculiar bent and disposition to some par-
ticular cheracter ; and his struggling against it is the fruitless and endless labor
of Sisyphus. Let him follow and cultivate that vocation, he will succeed -in
it, andul;e ;onsiderable in one way at least.”—LorD CEESTERPIELD’S Miscella-
neous Works, ' - ’

“Tae chief use of biography consists in the noble medels of character in which
it abounds. Qur great forefathers still live among us in the records of their
lives, as well as in the acts they have done and which live also ; still sit by us at
the table, and hold us by the hand ; furnishing examples for our benefit, which we °
may still study, admire, and imitate. Indeed, whoever has left behind him the
record of a noble life has bequeathed to posterity an enduring source of good, for
it lives as a model for others to form themselves by in time to come ; still
breathing fresh life into us, helping us to reproduce his life anew, and to illus-
trate his character in other forms. Hence a book containing the life of a true
man is full of precious seed ; to use Milton’s words. “It is the precious life-blood
of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life.’
Such a book never cea. es to exercise an elevating influence and a power for good.
Tt may not have the power of the living life of a man ; but it is arecord of greatness
;vhich we cannot help admiring, arxd nnconacioualy'imitating wh.ile we adm;re.

. . » .

“The solid foundations of liberty must rest upon individual character, which_
is also the only sure guarantee for social security and national progress.”=Ds.”
SuILES. T ~




"PREFACE.

THE present work has been written during short intervals,
which we have been enabled to snatch from office hours,
and in the short space of a few months.

We do not presume to advance any claims to originality
with respect to a great portion of its contents, derived as they
have necessarily been from various home and local publica-
tions, a list of which is subjoined; nor do we claim for it any-
thing like perfection. We are sensible that it is imperfect,
not only in its details, but in the exclusion from its pages of
numerous names which. ought to have figured in and graced
the work ; nor has justice, we fear, been done to many whose

biographies do appear. These circumstances must not be
 ascribed to any intentional defect on our part; but we must
plead in excuse the inexperience and incapacity-of youth in
matters with which we have, perhaps, prematurely grappled,
the difficulty of obtaining accurate information, and the long
period of time which the work covers..

In a work of the kind where so much has to be inquired
into, studied and examined, in a short space of time, we
have laid ourselves under many and deep obligations to nu-
merous persons—noblemen and gentlemen who have kindly
responded to our enquiries; and occasionally come to our as-
sistanice, aiding us-in our adventurous undertaking ; and we
cannot overlook the material assistance rendered to us by
Professor Andrew, M.A., of Quebec. To these parties we
return our most sincere and hearty thanks. It is our hope
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that a second edition will shortly appear, when any errors
which may have crept into this will be rectified. Lastly, as
to these and all such errors, we pray the kind indulgence of
- our readers for the reasons assigned in another portion of
this preface ; these imperfections must not be ascribed to
the heart, but rathef to tl_n%}{zead and judgment. ’

Queskc, January, -1862,




INTRODUCTION.

WHEN we first conceived the design of compiling a work of
this descrlptlon, we were not aware that any previous work
had been written on_the subject, and were quite surprlsed
when M. Bibaud’s ¢ Pantheon Canadien” was placed in¢
our hands. Upon examination, however, of this little
book, we found that.many of our greatest men had been

excluded from notice, and many obsolete characters flourished °

therein who had hardly any claim to be mentioned at all;
"and above all that it was devoted nearly altogether, or in
a great measure, to one portion of the community. Observ-
ing this, we determined to pursue our undertaking, with
what success, we must leave the candid, discriminating and
indulgent reader to say. |
The great object which has actuated us in wntmg these
series of biographical notices or sketches, has been to place
on record, in as simple and unostentatious a manner as pos-
sible, the services of those men who have fought, bled, and
served in this province, and with whose names history has
made us familiar, but with regard to whose private career it
is silent ; we trust that hereby some worthy names and me-
mories may not be allowed to pass into oblivion. From these
annals it will appear that we have had and do possess men
as truly great, talented and devotedly loyal as any other
kingdom, not excepting the mother country herself. We
may also be able to convince the youth of this rising nation,
that their sires, grandsires, and great-grandsires, had names
associated with great deeds and glorious efforts in the cause
of freedom and loyalty We have endeavored, perhaps,

S
i




viii INTRODUCTTON.

without success, to render this work as complete as possible,
80 a8 to satisfy both portions of the communities in which
we live, and to be as unprejudiced and dispassionate in our
opinions as we could. What we have written has been written
in no cringing or servile spirit, but in honest sincerity, and
comes impartially from the heart. A just pride, an intense
love of our native country, and an ardent hope and desire
for its future greatness, have alone enabled and prevailed
on us to go through a task of great mental labor, yet to
us one of love. Our only regret is, that the work is not suffi- -
ciently perfect ; and that we have not done sufficient justice
to those characters whose portraits and careers we have
endeavored to pourtray. -

e —

BOOKS CONSULTED

BY THRE AUTHOR IN WRITING TEIS WORK, AND TO WHICK HE I8 INDEBTED
FOR INFORMATION.

Coté’s Politival Appointments ; Bibaud’s Pantheon Cana-
dien ; Smith, Garneau, Christie, Rogers and McMullen’s
Histories of Canada ; Buchanan’s Natzonal Unthrift ; Gor
ton’s Biographical Dictionary ; Appleton’s Cyclopedia of
Biography ; Norton’s "Life of Bishop Stewart ; Cannon’s
Historical Records of the British Army:; Burke, Dodd;
Debrett, and Playfair's Peerages ; Penny Cyclopedia ; -
Canadian News, (London); Colonial Magazine ; Mountain’s - |
Sermons ; Van Cortland’s Records of Ottawa C'agj ; Hay-
den’s Book of Dignities; Journals of Education, C. E. and
C. W. ; Bonnycastle’s Canada; Anglo-American Magazine ; -
American Law Journal; Gourlay's Canada ; Kaye's Life
of Metcalfe ; Tupper’s Life of Brock ; Scrope’s Life of
Sydenham ; Head's Narrative ; Harrison’s Upper Canada
Law Journal ; Smith’s History of New York ; Gentleman’s
Magazine; Illustrated News of the World; O'Byrne and
Marshall’s Naval Dictionaries ; Hawkins’ Picture of Quebec 3
Shea’s Discovery of the Mississippi; Canadian Review ; Ure’s
Handbook of Toronto ; Canadian Megazine ; Hart’s Annual
Army List; Appleton’s New American Cyclopedia ; Lange-
vin’s L’ Histoire du Canada en Tableauz ; Sabine’s American

Loyalists, &c.
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'JACQUES CARTIER.

WE know not better how to commence the series of Sketches of
Celebrated Personages connected with Canada, than by presenting
‘at once to our re:gers the bold and intrepid mariner, Jacques
Cartier, the discoverer and explorer of the country. The first to
discover Canada, and to plan out a great country; the first to -
colonize it, though on a small scale ; and thefirst to take an inter-
_est in and endeavor to advance her interests and welfare, even at
the sacrifice and expense of his own. ‘

To us the career of such a man from whom we have sprung, and
to whom the province owes its existence, is full of material interest.
He was the founder and discoverer of this country, and although it
was then a vast-wilderness, and sparsely peopled by barbarians, yet
as he glided up the placid and limpid waters of the St. Lawrence, he
was forcibly struck with the beauty and the variety of the scenery,
and with the excellent spots which nature had formed to be inhabited
by more civilized beings. Cartier predicted that this would become
a great country in time, and his plrediction has been verified. Con-
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sider the history of the period, extending from 1534 to 1861, and -
mark the result; it is wonderful} it is magical! Although in one
sense it may appear a long time; yet for an infant colony how short
does the space seem for the achievement of such miracles? The
courtry was not colonized for fifty years after Cartier first disco-
-vered 1i. and then very sparsely; and so it continued for many
successive years. When the conquest took place, there were very
few settlers or settlements in Upper Canada; yet, in the present
day, we have cities-and towns amf villages and hamlets, and cleared
lands and farms, from one end of the country to the other; com-
merce and trade allied together, and active business carried on
everywhere ; railroads cross our. country at every point; rivers
are connected by magnificent bridges; steamers,propellers and
river craft traverse our lakes and rivers from the Gulf of St. Law-
rence to Lake Superior ; valuable public works are constructed so -
as to make the most distant points available to trade; and nearly
every nook and corner of the province has been explored and found -
or made useful for settlement ; hidden treasures have been brought .
to light that would gladden the heart of an Eastern "Nabob. The
country is peopled by a population of nearly three millions, which
will soon be doubled. The population is becoming an eilightened
and intelligent people, active and energetic, anxious and willing to
advance the country; in fact, there is no country which, for its
size (and we might nearly put England in one of our counties), is
possessed of such superior privileges and such valuable sources of
. wealth. Who could have foreseen all this as Cartier sailed tran-
quilly up the St. Lawrence? Did he, in his “ mind’s eye,” think
of ‘it, and raise up before him the happy settlements, cleared lands,
and large, thriving -and gay cities and towns, and crowded and
teeming, industrious populations? We fear not ; notwithstanding
his prediction, he could never have dreamed that the country just
discovered by him could be brought to such a state of perfection -
and magnificence, and become such a source of wealth and pros-
perity to the nation that held it; yet, such is the case, and the-
name of Cartier will undoubtedly be ever allied with the discovery
of this country, and be entwined in unison with that of Champlain;
as our national benefactors, and as the establishers of a young and
vigorous nation.
_ Unfortunately, in this present sketch, we are unable to give any
more information concerning the interesting and erratic history
. of the adventurous navigator than has already been given in several
biographical works.

He was celebrated in France as an enterprising mariner and pilot,
and was a native of St. Malo. After the voyage of the Cabots,
who discovered Newfoundland and the mouth of the St. Lawrence,
the French perceived the value of the recent discoveries; and in a
few years began the cod fishery upon the banks of Newfoundland.
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- The Baron de Levis is said to have discovered a part of Canada
about 1518. " In 1524 John Veranzza, a Florentine in the service
of Francé, ranged the coast of the new continent ffom Florida to
Newfoundiand. From a subsequent voyage; in 1525, he never
returned, and it is supposed that he was cut to pieces, %nd devoured
by the savages. His fate discouraged other attempts £ discover
the new world, till the importance of having a colony in the neigh-
borhood of the fishing banks induced Francis I. to send out Cartier
in 1534. That monarch, tradition has it, said : “ The Kings of
Spain and Portugal are taking possession of the new world, without'
giving me a part ; I should be glad to see the article in Adam’s
last will which gives them the whole of- the fine continent of
America.” Cartier sailed from St. Malo on the 20th April,-with
two shipe of sixty tons, and one hundred and twenty-two men. On
the 10t£sof "May he came in sight of. Bonavista, on the Island of
Newfoundland ; but the ice obliged him to go to the south, and he -
entered a harbour at a distance of five leagues, to which he gave the

-name of St. Catherine. As soon as the season would permit, he
sailed northward and entered the Straits of Belleisle. JIn this
voyage he visited the greater part of the coast which surrounds
theaénlf of St. Lawrence, and took possession of the count
in the name of the king; he discovered a bay, which he called
Baie des Chaleurs, on account of the sultry weather which he there
experienced. He sailed so far into the great river, afterwards
called the St. Lawrence, as to discover land on the opposite side.
15th Augnst, he set sail on his return to France, and arrived at St..
Malo on the 5th of September. ‘

‘When his discoveries were known in France, it was determined
to make a settlement in that part of America which he had visited.
Accordingly, in the following year, he Be(eived a more ample com-
mission, and was equipped with three véssels. When he was ready

_ to depart, he went to the Cathedral Church with hig whole company,
and the bishop gave them his benediction. He sailed:19th May,
1535. He encountered a severe storm on his passage; but in July
he reached the destined port. He entered the Gulf| as in the
preceding year, betng accompanied by a number of young men of
distinction. He sailed up the 8t. Lawrence, and discovered an
island, which he named L’Isle de Bacchus, but which is now called
Orleans, in the neighborhood of Quebec. This island was full of
inhabitants, who subsisted by fishing, &c. He went on shore,
and the native Indians brought him Indian corn for his refresh-
ment. With his pinnace and two boats he proceeded up the
river as far as Hochelags, a settlement upon an island, which
he called Mont Royal, but which is now called Montreal. In
-this Indian town were about fifty long huts, built with stakes,
and covered with bark. The people lived mostly by fishing
and tillage. They had.corn, beans, squashes and pumpkins. In




4 SKETCHES OF CELEBRATED CANADIANS,

two or three days he set put on his return, and arrived 4th Qotober
at St. Croix, not far from Quebec, now called Jacques Cartier’s
river. Here he passed the winter. In December the scurvy began

Ji

to make its appearance smong the natives; .and, in a short time, '

Cartier’s company were seized by the disorder.. By the middle of
February, of one hundred and ten persons, fifty were sick at once,
and eight or ten had died. In this extremity he appointed a day
‘of humiliation. A crucifix was placed on a tree ; a procession of
those who were able-to walk was formed, and at the close of the
devotional exercises, Cartier made a vow, that “if it should please
God to permit him to return to France, he would go in pilgrimage
to our lady of Roquemado.” The sick were all healed by using a
medicine, which was employed with success by the natives. This
was a decoction of the leaves and bark of a tree. The liquor was

drank every other day, and an external application was made to the

legs. Charlevoix says the tree was that which yielded turpentine,
and Dr. Belknap thinks it was the spruce pine.. In May, Cartier
set sail on his return to France, carrying off with him Donnacona,
the Indian king: of the connu('ly, and nine other natives, all of
whom, except a little girl, died in France. He arrived at St.
Malo, July 6, 1536. :

At the end of four years, a third expedition was projected.
Frangois de la Roque, Lord of Roberval, was commissioned by the
king as his Lieutenant-Governor in Canada; and Cartier was ap-
" pointed his pilot, with the command of five ships. His commission;
which may be seen in Hazard’s collection, was dated Oct. 17, 1540.
He sailed, however, May 23, 1540, to Newfoundland and Canada.
August 23, he arrived at the haven of 8t. Croix, in the river St.
Lawrence ; about four leagues above that place, on a cliff, at the
east side of the mouth of a small river, he built a fort, which he
called Charlesbourg; this. was near Quebec. In the spring of

1542, he determined to return to France, and accordingly in June -

he~arrived at St. John’s, in Newfoundland, on his way home.
Here he met Roberval, who did not accompanying him in his voy-
age, and had been detained till this time. He was ordered to return
to Canada, but he chose to pursue his voyage to France, and sailed
out of the harbour privately in the night. Roberval attempted to
establish a colony, but it was soon broken up, and the French did
not establish themselves permanently in Canada till after the expi-
ration of half a century.*

Cartier published memoirs of Canada after his second voyage.
The names which he gave to islands, rivers, &c., are now entirely
changed. In this work he shews that he possessed a large share

# < In acknowledgment of his rare merits, it is said that he and his race were

. ennobled by his royal master. Few of the mariners, upon whom that distinction
was conferred in France, merited it s0 much as Jacques Cartier, master mariner
of St. Malo.”—Garneau.
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of the credulity and exaggeration 6f travellers. Being onc day in
the chase, he says, he pursued a beast which had but two legs, and
which ran with astonishing rapidity. This strange animal was
probably an Indian, clothed with the skin of some wild beast.
He speaks also of human monsters of different kinds, of which
accounts had been given him ; ‘some of them lived without eating.

;‘.\ -

)
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Sir JOHN CABOT.

Sir JomN- CaBor, the discoverer of the continent of America,
was a Venetian, who embarkéd from Bristol in 1497 with a com-
mission from Henry VII. to conquer and settle unknown lands,
and to find out a north-west passage to the East Indies. In latitude
580, floating ice compelled himto pursue a more southerly direction ;
and, on the 24th June, he came in sight of some part of the coast
of Nova Scotiz-or Newfoundland. He followed the line of coast to
the north-east till he reached the latitude of 674°, when he changed
his course to the: south, and never saw land till off Florida. A
mutiny, owing to the scarcity of provisions, now compelled him to

back, without turning his discovery to any practical account.
g:)lumbns did notsee the coast of America till the following year ;
but as his previous discoveries had prompted the voyage of Cabot,
to him after all belongs the honor of Eaving unveiled the New
World to the gaze of mankind.

'SEBASTIAN CABOT.

THE celebrated Sebastian Cabot was a navigator of great
eminence and ability. He was born at Bristol, about the year
1477; and was the son of the John Cabot, mentioned above.
Sebastian was early instructed in the mathemutical knowledge
required by a seaman; and, at the age of seventeen, had made
several voyages. In 1495, John Cabot obtained from Henry
VII. Letters Patent, empowering him and his three sons—
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Lewis, Sebastian, and Sanctias—to discover unknown lands; and
conquer and settle them. In consequence of this permission, the
king supplied one ship, and the merchants of London and Bristol
furnished a few smaller ones. In 1496, John and Sebastian sailed
to the north-west, and in July of the same year, discovered
Newfoundland, and explored up to 67° lat. The accounts of his
voyage. are attended with much obscurity ; but it seems that, in a
subsequent voyage, the father and son sailed as far as Cape Florida,
and were actually the first who saw the main land of America.
Little is, however, known of the procecdings of Sebastian Cabot
for the ensuing twenty years; but it scems that, in the.reign of
Henry VIII.; by the patronage of Sir Thomas Peart, Vice-Ad-
miral of England, he procured another ship to make discoveries,

" and endeavored to make a voyage to the East Indies by the south,

in which attempt he failed. This disappointment is supposed to
have induced him to quit England and visit Spain, where he was
treated with great respect, and appointed Pilot-major. An opulent
company of Spanish merchants soon after gave him the command -
of a projected expedition to the Spice Islands, through the newly
discovered Straits of Magellan. Atcordingly, in 1525, he sailed
from Cadiz to the Canaries and Cape de Verd Islands, and failing
from the opposition of his crew in his view of reaching the Spice
Islands, he proceeded to the. river La Plata, where he discovered
St. Salvador, and constructed a forﬂ\ there. He subsequently
reached the great river Paraguay, and remained on the American
coast a considerable time, with a view to forming an establishment.
Being disappointed in expected aid from Spain, he u]timate}iy
returned home with all his crew, but was not very favorably reoeived,
owing to his failure in respect to the Spice Islands, and his severe
treatment of the mutineers of his crew. He, notwithstanding,
continued in the service of Spain for some years longer, but at
length returned to England towards the latter end of the reign of -
Henry VIII. At the beginning of the reign of Edward VI. he was
introduced by the protector, Somerset, to the young king, who
took much pleasure in his conversation, and settled a pension on
him as Grand Pilot of England. From that hour he was consulted
on all questions relating to trade and navigation ; and in 1552, being
governor of a company of merchant adventurers, he drew up
instructions, and procured a license for an expedition to discover a
passage to the East Indies by the north. These instructions, which
are preserved in Hackluyt's collection of voyages, form a very
honorable proof of his sagacity and penetration. He was also
governor of the Russian company, and was very active in their
affairs. He is supposed to have died in the year 1557, at a very
sdvanced age, leaving behind him a high character, both as a skilfal
seaman, msgeas a man of great general abilities. He was the first
who noticed the variations of the compass; and besides the ordi-
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nances to be found in Hackluyt, he published a large map of the
world, a8 also a work under the title of “ Navigatione nelle parte
Septentrionali, per Sebastiano Cabota,” Fol., Venice, 1583.

DONNACONA.

DoNNAcoNA was an Indian Chief, whom Cartier carried away -
‘with him to France, after his discovery of Canada, in order to prove
to Francis I. that what he had stated of the people inhabiting this
‘country was perfectly true. . He was brought to the French court,
and had an audience of the king, and underwent a great cerempny
on the occasion of his baptism at Rouen. The climate of Emz R

- however, was unfavorable to him, and he died shortly after E?a
public admission into the Christian Church. :

. SIEUR DE ROBERVAL.

. JEAN FrANgo18 DE LA ROQUE was a nobleman of Picardy, and
the first person who attempted to colonize New France after Car-
tiecr. He was a soldier of distinction, and had obtained the
king’s consent to govern and colonize the territories recently
discovered by Cartier. He was to have set out for New France
early in the summer of 1541, but he did not start until the follow-
ing year. He reached his destination in safety, and wintered at
Stadacona (now Quebec), sending home two vessels to ask for
provisions ;. but these were never sent. The nations then bei
too much engaged, in fact apon the eve of war, Roberval s
on an expedition of discovery into the interior of the country, but
was not successful in his attempt. Great misfortunes occurred to
him : fifty-eight ¢f his men perished at Quebec, and one of his ships
was sunk. The king, instead of sending the desired succor to him,
commanded Cartier to bring him home, as his valuable services
were required in Picardy, where war then existed. Having per-
formed several gallant exploits in his native province, Roberval,
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after the death of the king in 1547, sailed a second time for
Canada, with a large and valuable expedition, accompanied by
a great number of emigrants, who were destined never to see the
country in which they had intended to settle. They all perished,
the fleet of vessels being wrecked on the passage.

SKETCHES OF CELEBRATED CANADIANS,

CHAMPLAIN.

S8AMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN, a name rendered illustrious in our
annals from his services in not only founding the ancient city of
Quebec, but in establishing Cenada; in spreading civilization,
repelling the attacks of the hordes of Indians, and thus saving the
lives of the early French settlers; in exploring the country and
its valuable resources, and thus bringing its name conspicuously
before not only his own nation, but many others.

He was of a noble family of Brouage, in the Province of
Saintonge, in France. He commanded a vessel, in which he made
a voyage to the East Indies, about the year 1600, and acquired a
high reputation as an able and experienced officer. After an
absence of two years and a half, he returned to France, at a time
when it was resolved to prosecute the discoveries which had been -
commenced in Canada by Cartier. The Marquis de la Roche, " °
and Chauvin, Governors of Canada, bad endeavored to establish a
colony, and the latter was succeeded by De Chatte, who engaged
Champlain in his service in '1603. Champlain sailed March 16,
accompanied by Pontgravé, who had made many voyages to
Tadoussac, at the entrance of the Saguenay into the St. Lawrence.
After their arrival at this place, 25th May, they in a light battean
ascended the St. Lawrence to the Falls of St. Louis, which bounded
the discoveries of Cartier in 1535. This was in the neighborhood
of Hochelaga ; but that Indian settlement was not now in exist-

- ence. After making many inquiries of the natives, and exploring

much of the country along the St. Lawrence, he sailed for France
in August. On his arrival in September, he found that De Chatte
was dead, and his commission ieutenant-General of Canada
given to the Sieur De Monts. This nopleman engaged him, as his
pilot, in another voyage to the New lds . .
Champlain sailed upon his second vqyage March 7, 1604, and
arrived at Acadie, May 6. After being pmpfdyed about a month in
the long boat, visiting the coast, in orde: d a proper situation
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for a settlement, he gitehed upon a small island about twenty
leagues to the westward of St. John’s River, and about halfa league
in circumference. To thisisland De Monts, after hisarrival at the
place, gave the name of 8t. Croix. It lies in the river of the same
pame, which ‘divides the United States from the Province
of New Brunswick. During the winter, Champlain was occupied
in exploring the country, and he went as far as Capé Cod, where
he gave the name of Malebarre to a point of land, on account of
the imminent danger of ruoning aground near it with his bark.
Next year, he pursued His discoveries, though he did not pass more
than ten or twelve leagues beyond Malebarre.

In 1607, he was sent out omanother voyage to Tadoussac, accom-

_ panied by Pontgravé. In July, 1608, he laid the foundation
of Quebec. He was a man, who did not embarrass himself with
commerce, and who felt no interest in traffic with the Indians,
which proved so profitable to many engaged in it. Being entrusted
with the eharge of establishing a permanent colony, he examined
the most elegible places for settlement, and selected a spot upon
the St. Lawrence, at the confluence of this river and the small
river of 8t. Charles, about four hundred and ten miles from
the sea. “The river in this place was very much contracted, and it
was on this account that the natives czed'it Quebec ; (although
various surmises are advanced by historians and others as to the
origin of the name.) Here he arrived on the 3rd of July. He
erected barracks, cleared the ground, sowed wheat and rye, and laid

_ thefoundation of the « Gibraltar of America.” The toil of subdu-
ing the wilderness was not very acceptible to all his company; for
some of them conspired to put their leader to death, and to embark
at Tadoussac for France. . g‘he attempt to destroy him was to be |
made by poison and by a train of gunpowder; but, the apothecary
having discovered the scheme, one of the conspirators was hanged,
and otghers were condemped to the galleys. During the winter his
people were afflicted with the scurvy. Champlain sought after the
medicine which had been so successfully used by Cartier; but the
tree, which was called Auneda, was not now to be found. From
this circumstance it was concluded that the tribe of Indians, with

- which Cartier was acquainted, had been exterminated by their
enemies. oo~ .

In the summer of the year 1609, when the Hurons, Algonquins,
and others, were about to march against their common enemy, the
Iroquois, Champlain very readily joined them; for he had a keen
taste for adventures ; and he hoped, by a conquest, to impress all
the Indian tribes with strong ideas of the power of the French,
and to secure-an alliance with them. He did not foresee that he
should force the Iroquois, who lived in what is now called the
Btate of New York, to seek the protection of the English and
Dutch. He embarked on the rivezr Sorel, which was then called
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the Iroyuois, because these savages usually descended by this
stream into Canada. At the Falls of Chambly he was stopped,
and was obljged to send back his boat. Only, two Frenchmen
remained with him. He agcended with his allies in the Indian

canoes to the lake, to which he gave his own name, which it
retains to the present day. The savages whom he ‘accompanied,

hoped to surprise the Iroquois in the villages, but they met them
unexpectedly upon the lake. After gaining the land, it was
agreed to defer the battle till the next day, as the night was now
approaching. In the morning of 30th Jufly, Champlain placed a
_ party with his two Frenchmen in a neighbouring wood, so as to
come upon the enemy in flank. The Iroquois, who were about
two hundred in number, seeing but a hardful of men, were sure of
victory. But as soon as the battle began, Champlain killed two of
their chiefs, who were conspicuous by their.plumes, by the first
discharge of his firelock, loaded with four balls. The report and
the exccution of the fire-arms filled the Troquois witn inexpressible
consternation. They were'quickly put to flight, and the victorious
allies returned to Quebec with fifty scalps. =~

In September, 1609, Champlain embarked with Pontgravé for |

France, leaving the colony under the care of a hrave man, Peter
Chauvin. - But he was soon sent out agaiv to the New World. He
sailed from Honfleur, April 8, 1610, and arrived at Tadoussac on
the 26th. He encouraged the Montagnais Iedians, who lived at
this place, to engage in asecond expedition against the Iroquois. Ac-
cordingly, soon after his arrival at Quebec, theysent him about sixty
warriors. At the head of these and others he proeeeded up the
river Sorel. The enemy were soon met, and after a severe engage-
.ment, in which Champlain was wounded by an arrow, were entirely
defeated. He arrived at Quebec, from Montreal, June 19, and land-
cd at ﬂgchelle, August 11, After the death of Henry IV. the inter-
estof De Monts, in whose service Champlain had been engaged, was
entirely ruined, and the latter was obliged to leave a settlement,
which he was commencing at Mont Royal, or Montreal, and to go
again to France in 1611.  Charles de Bourbon, being commissioned
by the Queen Regent Governor of New France, appointed Cham-
plain his licutenant,-with very extensive powers. He returned to
Canada in 1612 was engaged in war-with the Iroquois, and made
new discoveries.” His voyages across the Atlantic were frequent.
He was continued Lieutenant-Governor under that distin-
guished nobleman, the Prince of Condé and] Montmorency. In
1615, his zeal for the spiritual interests of the Indians in-

“" . duced him to bring with him a number of Jesuit Fathers,

some of whom assisted him in his warfare. He penetrated
to Lake Ontario, and, being wounded while assisting the Hu-
rons against their enemies, was obliged to pass a whole winter
among them. When he returned to Quebec in July, 1616, he

PRI "
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was received as one risen from the dead. In July, 1629, he was
obliged to capitulate, on account of the sparseness ot his forces,
* and the exhausted state of his men through famine, to an English
armament under Sir David Kertk. He was carried to France in
an English ship; and there he found the public sentiment much
divided with regard to Canada; some thinking it was not worth
regaining, as it had cost the government vast sums without bringing
‘any returns others; deeming the fishery and fur trade great
national objects, especially, as a nursery for seamen. Champlain
exerted himself to effect %%mery of this country, and Canada
was restored by the treaty of St. Germains, in 1632, with Acadie
and Cape Breton. -

In 1633 the company of New France resumed all their rights,
and appointed Champlain the Governor. In a short time he was
at the head of 2 new armament, furnished with a fresh recruit of
Jesuits, settlers, as well as all kinds of necessaries for the welfare
of the revived colony. His attention was now engrossed by the
spiritual interests of the savages, whom it was his principle object
to bring;to the knowledge of the Christian religion. - The number
of ecclesiastical missionaries, exclusive of lay brothers, was now
fifteen, the chief of whom were Le Jeuné, De Nonc, Masse, and
Brebwuf. A mission was established among the Hurons ; the colony
was gaining an accession of numbers and strength, and an
attempt was just commencing to establish a college in Quebec,
when the Governor died, and was succeeded the next year by
De Montmagny. .

Champlain merited the title of the father of New France.
Though he was credulous, he possessed an uncommon share of
penetration and energy. His views were upright; and,in circum-
stances of difficulty, no man could make a better choice of
measures. He prosecuted his enterprises with constancy, and no
dangers could shake his firmness. His zeal for the interests of his
country was ardent and disinterestéd ; his heart was tender and
compassionate towards the unhappy; and he was more attentive to _
the concerns of his friends, than to his own. He was a faithful”’
historian, a’ voyager who observed everything with attention,
skilful in:' geometry, and an experienced seaman. He appears to
have been:fond of good cheer; for, in the early part of his residence
in Canada, he established with his associates an order, * De bon
temps,” which contributed not a little to the gratification of the
pelate. By this order every one of the same table was in his turn
to be steward and caterer for a day. He was careful by hunting to
make a suitable provision, and at supper, when the ¢ook had made
everything ready, he marched at the head of the company with a
napkin over his shoulder, having also the staff of office, and wearing
the collar of his order, and was followed by his associates, each of
whom bore a dish. At the close of the banquet he pledged his
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successor in a bumper of wine, and resigned to him the collar and
staff. It may not be easy to justify Champlain in taking an active
partin the war against the Iroquois. It is even supposed by some,
that his love of adventures led him to arouse the spirit of the
Hurons and to excite them to war. His zeal for the propogation
of religion among the savages was so great, that he used to say
¢ that the salvation of one soul was of more value than the conquest
of an empire;”’ and that *kings ought not to think of extending
their authority over idolatrous nations, except for the purpose of
subjecting them to Jesus Christ.”

He published an account of his first voyages in 1613, in 4to;
and a continuation in 1620, in 8vo. He published an addition to
these in 1632, in one volume, entitled, Les voyages de la Nouvelle
France occidentale, dite Canada, in 4to. This work comprises
a history of New France from the first discoveries of Verazzani to
the year 1631. There is added to it a treatise on navigation, and
on the duty of a good mariner, with an abridgment of the Christian
doctrines, in the Huron and French languages.

ApyiraL Sig DAVID KERTK.

A FrENcH refugee in England, who entered into her naval service
during the reign of Charles I. He had previously been a master
mariner at Dieppe, in France. He is mentioned in our history as
the commander of a very successful expedition against Canada
during the French occupation of this country. The Duke
of Buckingham, to gratify a private pique against Richelieu,
had taken advantage of the hostility entertained for the French
by the English, on account of the persecution of the Hu-
guenots by the Cardinal, and induced the king to declare war
against France. The resolution was accordingly taken to deprive
him of his American dependencies. - Kertk therefore was placed in
charge of a formidable expedition, and, accomranied by his two
brothers, sailed for Canada, or rather New France. He arrived at
Tadoussac, then the only considerable trading place in the country,
in the middle of the summer of 1628; and, after destroying the
stores, &c., sent a summons to Champlain to surrender, which the
latter, although his works and forces were in a very weak condition,
refused to do. Kertk, thinking that Quebec was strongly fortified,
and that Champlain had a large force within it, did not proceed
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any farther up theriver, fearing a defeat, but contented himself
with capturing a French convoy on its war to Quebec, and several
fishing and peltry vessels, and proceeded to England. In July of
the next year, however, having learnt his mistake, he returned, and
for the second time demanded Champlain to surrender, threatening
otherwise to capture the city by assault. Champlain being in a
weaker condition than ever, after consulting the other authorities
of the place, resolved to capitulate. He did so, and the French
were allowed to march out with all the honors of war. Kertk,
leaving his brother, Lewis, in command of the ecity, proceeded
to England; taking Champlain and some others with him as
prisoners of war. He afterwards captured Cape Breton, which was
re-captured by Captain Daniel. These events took place two
months after peace had been concluded between England and
France, and therefore could hardly be recognized by either nation.

LEWIS KERTK

Was the first military commandant of the city of Quebee, or the
Erovince, in the employ of the English government. On his
rother capturing the city in 1629, he left Lewis in command until
his return, or until a snccessor should be appointed. The restoration
of Canada to the French by the treaty of St. Germains-en-Laye,
rendered that measure unnecessary. Kertk, from what we can
learn from history, was a- wise and good man, and treated the
conquered people so well, that but few left the province during
the interval which elapsed between the capitulation and the resto-
ration.

M. DE MONTMAGNY.

M. Dt MonTMAGNY succeeded M. De Chiteaufort in the go-
vernment of New France in 1636. De Montmagny was a knight
of Malta, and a gentleman of estimable gualities of mind and heart.

|
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Several important events signalized his administration of affairs;
such as the establishment of the Island of Montresl, and the com-
mencement of the ruin of the Hurons, which was consummated
under the administration of his successor.. The Jesuits extended
their explorations very far during his time, towards the north and
in thewest. Father li{nimbault. even formed a design of penetrating
as far as China, evangelizing all nations by the way; and thus
completing the circle of military stations around the whole globe.
Although the opening up of heathendom by the indefatigable
propagators of the faith were transactions apart from the action of
the government, they threw a lustre on the administration of M.
de Montmagny, and gave him personally a certain celebrity
throughout Europe.

This governor had sought to imitate Champlain’s policy in
regard to the aborigines; and if the insufficient means put at his
disposal did not always enable him to put a curb on their pugnacious

" tendencies, he contrived nevertheless, by a happy union of firmness

with conciliation, to make his authority respected among all tribes,
and to su.s}lend, for a considerable time, the blow which at last fell
upon the luckless Hurons. He was succeeded by d’Aillebout, in
1647.

His Grace FRANCOIS DE LAVAL,

BisHOP OF QUEBEC.

His Grace Frangojs de Laval de Montmorency, Abbé de Mon-
tigny, first Roman Catholic bihop of Canada, and a most able,
talented and zealous prelate, was born at Laval, in Maine, France,
on the 23rd March, 1622. He was ordained priest at Paris on the
23rd of September, 1615, and was made archdeacon of Evreux in
1653. He was consecrated Bishop of Pétréa in partibus infidelium,
and appointed Viear Apostolic of Nouvelle France, by Iope
Alexander VIL., on the 5th of July, 1658. He arrived at Quebec,
for the first time, on the 16th June, 1659 ; and returned to France
in 1662. On the 26th March, 1663, he founded the seminary of
Quebec, a measure which was afterwards duly confirmed by Louis
XIV., by letters patent, dated. at Paris in the month -of April
following. He returned to Canada during the same year, and
arrived at Quebec on the 28th September. He consecrated. the
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Parochial Church of Quebec, on the 11th July, 1666, the second

Sunday of that month. He returned to Frapce in 1674, and was

named Bishop of Quebec, a suffragan Bishop of the Holy See, by a

bull of Clement X., dated 1st October of the same year. On this

. occasion the revenues of the Abbey of Meaubec, in the diocese of
Bourges, were ynited to the Bishopric of Quebec.

On his return to Canada, he established his board by a decrec
of the 6th November, 1684, and entrusted it to the care of the
rectory of Quebec. The 14th of the same month, the board
resigned the care of the rectory, and it devolved upon the Seminary
the same day. His Grace De Laval afterwards returned to
France to obtain permisgion to retire, and with the view of choosing
a successor. Choice fell upon the Abbé de St. Vallier, to whom
was given the title of Grand Vicar, in which quality he was sent
to Canada to exercise his zeal. His Grace De Laval resigned
his Bishopric of Quebec, in Paris, on. the 24th of January, 1688.
He left that city some time after to return to Quebec. He arrived
there in the spring of the same year, and retired io his Seminary,
to which he made over the whole of his effects, and Wad the mor-
tification to see the same twice burnt before his death. In fine, -
full of years and honors, a prelate, by his virtues and zeal, worthy

-of the church, over which he had presided, he died at Quebec
" on the 6th of May, 1708, at - the advanced age of 86, and was
buried near the principal altar in the Cathedral.

M. Garneaun, in his History of Canadu, thus speaks of this
celebrated man :—

“The first Bishop known in Canada was Fradgois De. Laval,
titular of Pétréa, a scion of the illustrious house of Montmorency.
To his high descent he owed much of the influence which he exer-
cised in the civil as well as the ecclesiastical affairs of the colony,
waking and unmaking its governors at will. He had’great talents
and much activity, while his overbearing spirit brooked no opposi-
tion. His naturally obstinate character, hardened rather than
subdued by religious zeal, caused constant dissensions between

. himself and the public functionaries with whom he had to deal ;
he also got into trouble with the heads of the local religious com-
munities, and even with private individuals. He was firm in the
. belief that in whatever he did for the supposed weal of the church,
in any contingency, he could not err; and firm in this persuasion,
he did some things, in a colonial sphere of action, which would
have been deemed exorbitant in Europe.

¢ After mounting the episcopal throne, he set about disciplining
his clergy as if they had been soldiers of a spiritual militia, just as
the Jesuits were passively subject to the orders of their general_
He sought even to make the civil power the creature of his will—
causing the Sovereign Council to decree the revucability of the
curacies, and to ordain that tithes should be paid to his Seminary

{
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- but some of his projects, as contrary in sound principle as they
were to all established usage in France, had no ultimate success.
He found invincible antagonists in successive governors, all more
or less jealous of the undue influence which he already possessed ;
and these, individually, were often kept in countenance by public
sentiment, which veered fitfully for or against the people’s two
absolute masters, lay and spiritual. The complacent recognition
of such references to popular feeling seemed to solace the minds of
the colonists somewhat, under the oppression of the double yoke
they had to bear.”

DE MAISONNEUVE.

Pavr CHoMepY DE MA1sONNEUVE was the founder of the
».City of Montreal in 1642, where he had already settled some
French colonists, and was appointed governor. In 1647, he was
adyanced to the governorship of the whole province, and succéeded

il getting M. D’ Aillebout appointed in his stead, when he retired.

. A violent jealousy or vindictiveness existed on the part of M.
De Mesy against De Maisonneuve; and to him is ascribed the
cauges which led to his retirement. &

A pension was conferred upon him by the Seminary of Paris, in -
consequence of his important services to the Church of Rome in
Canada. :

SIEUR D’AILLEBOUT.

M. Louis D’ArrLeBouT succeeded M. De Montmagny in the
government of Canada in 1647. He was the descendant (according
to a note in Garneauw’s History of Canada, taken from a MS. of
M. De Gaspé) of a German family, which at some time had mi-
grated to France. He originally came to Canada, some years an-
terior to his appointment to the government, with colonists for the
Island of Montreal ; had administered that settlement during the
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absence of M. de Maisonneuve, and afterwards was promoted’ to the
government of Three Rivers. He endeavoured to amalgamate his
forces with those of the Governor of New England, 8o as to put a
stop to the eucroachments and attacks of the Iroquois, but without
avail. Replaced in 1651, he settled in the country, and died at
Quebec in 1660. According to Bibeau, jeune, some of his de-
scendants are still living, and are residing, some in the District of
Three Rivers, others at Red River, and in the Hudson’s Bay Ter-
ritory.

e

. .

. “VISCOUNT D’ARGENSON.

- PIERRE DE VoYER I’ ARGENSON, who succeeded M. De Lauzon,
as ‘Governor of New France, in 1658, and retained that appoint-
ment until 1661, was the descendant of a very high and talented
family. He was born in 1626, and originally was intended for the
church ; circumstances altered the decision arrived at by his
family, and he became a soldier. His name is mentioned hon-
orably in the military annals of his country, as having distin-
guished himself at the siege of Bourdeaux, and at the baptle of
Lens: After having held the office of Reeve of Touraine, he was
appointed Governor and Lieutenant-General of New France, and
was sworn in as such on the 27th of January, 1657. Beyond
_some progress made in discovery on onc side in the country be-
yond Lake Superior, among the Sioux; on anéther in the Esqui-
maux country, on Hudson’s Bay, his government seems to have
consisted of little else than ¢ barbaric invasions and civil and re-
ligious quarrels.’”” Disease and misunderstandings at length com-
pelled him to solicit his recall. He died about the year 1709.

BARON D’AVAUGOUR.

Pierre Du Bois, Baron D’Avaugour, succeeded Viscount
D’Argenson in the government of New France, in 1661. He
: 3 -
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was a military officer of some talent, and had gained distinction

in the wars of Hungary. He was of a resolute temperament and -

unbending character ; and brought into the affairs of Canada the
rigidity that he had contracted in the military service. He was
therefore not the man to submit to the dictation of the clergy of
the colony; and during the whole time he held office in New
France, he had constant disputes with Bishop Laval, principally
with reference to the liquor traffic, which the latter wished to pro-
hibit. At length; through the bishop’s representations, D’Avau-
gour was recalled in 1663. After a short stay in France, he en-
tered the service of the Emperor of Germany, and was killed in
1664, while bravely defending the fort of Serin, on the Croatian

frontier, against the Turks, under the Grand-Vizier, Koprouli,

shortly before the famous battle of St. Gothard.’

M. JEAN TALON.

M. TALON, or rather Baron D’Orsainville, a title conferred
apon him by king Louis XIV. of France, was the second Inten-
dant of the French Government in Canada, and in 1663, was ap-
pointed to the office of which he was a bright ornament. He
created a military aristocracy in Canada, and opposed the India
Company, against which he addressed a luminous memorandum to

the French Ministry. It is said everything in Canada prospered

under his fostering care; and certainly he'did much for the country,
patronising industrial pursuits, maratime discoveries, and scientific
enterprizes. He established, moreover, an excellent Judiciary sys-
tem ; and was entitled to the high distinctions and honors conferred
upon him by his sovereign. In 1671 he was created a French
nobleman, by the title of Baron des Islets; and in 1675, Baron
d’Ormale, which latter honor was extended to his posterity, both
in the male and female descent.

T
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MARQUIS DE TRACY.

ALEXANDRE DE PROUVILLE, Marquis d¢ Tracy, was Viceroy of
New France in 1663. He was a Lieutenant-General in the French
army, and had served on the Continent with much distinction.
Previous to coming to Canada in 1685, he had proceeded, accord-
ing to the commands which he received, to the bay of Mexico,
where he retook Cayenne from the Dutech, and brought several
islands of the contiguous archipelago under French domination.
He was one of the most popular as well as most abj& French
officials that had ever been sent to Canada. He onlypMmained
eighteen months in the colony; yet, during that short time, he
did much more for its welfare than many would have dene in years.
He established a military aristocracy, fortified the country against
the encroachments of the Iroquois, and, to allow the people peace-
fully and without hindrance to cultivate their grounds, and so
maintain themselves, vanquished that hitherto invincible tribe, and
concluded a peace with them, which lasted eighteen years, and
proved of more benefit to the people and country, long harrassed
with the sanguinary inroads of the savages, than can easily be
conceived.

COUNT DE FRONTENAC.

Louis pE BuaDE, Count de Frontenac, twice Governor of New
France (Canada), under the French dominion, was a bold and val-
orous soldier and a most successful administrator. He was born
in France in 1620, and early entered the military service of his
country, in which he was greatly distinguished and covered, him- -
self with scars and honors.* He first came to Canada in 1672, as
the successor of M. de Courcelles, but principally on account ot
some despotic acts, he was recalled in 1682. During the first
year of his administration, he built Fort Frontenac (Kingston),
which was afterwards rebuilt of stone by La Salle. In 1678, De

* Bibaud mentions that he was a Colonel of horse at seventeen, and a Lieut-
enant-General after twelve years service.
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Frontenac was reappointed governor, and carried on a vigorous
war against the English settlements in New York, and against
their Indian allies, the Iroquois. The English retaliated, and the
Iroquois made various successful inroadsin to Canada. In 1690 he
defcated Admiral Sir William Phipps and the English fleet before
Quebec, and thereby achieved a great victory, so much so that
Louis XIV. caused a medal to be struck in commemoration of it.
He died in 1698, and was inhumed in the Recollet church of
Quebee, which no longer exists.

An eminent French writer, speaking of him, says:—¢“He had
all the qualities of a great man, the firmness which commands
men with the mildness and magnanimity which made him beloved.
He was generous, straightforward, and as ostentatious as a king.
He was at Quebec a worthy representative of Louis XIV. at Ver-
sailles ; a single look of his electrified the Canadians, he was the
love and delight of New France, the terror of the Iroquois, the
father of the allies of the French; his activity had for its equal
only his courage.”

[

LA SALLE

Tue name of this distinguished, self-sacrificing, adventurous
and chivalrous man will ever be remembered by his countrymen
with feelings of love and admiration, blended with deep regret for
his sad and melancholy fate whilst so nobly earning for himself a
name which will be carried down to posterity with honor and
distinction.

Robert Cavalier de la Salle was a native of Rouen, where he was
born about 1635. Hé was thoroughly educated by the Jesuits,
having been intended to be a member of that community. He left
it, however, and, about the year 1667, proceeded to Canada, in the
capacity of a merchant. In this career he appears to have been
eminently successful; but he aimed at still higher objects, having
formed to himself the magnificent scheme of opening a way to
China and Japan through the lakes of Canada, which he, not
unreasonably for that time, imagined must send off navigable
waters into the Pacific Ocean.* Mr. Bibaud, author of a late history
of this country, says, ‘ He was learned, active, enterprising, and

- #The account of this voyage we take from the celebrated work of Jared
Sparks, Esquire.
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animated with the double desire of rising to fame and to fortune.”
In this attestation Charlevoix concurs, but adds other qualities of
a less favorable nature. The particulars of his life indeed show
that his reserve bordered upon distrust, hisdiscipline upon culpable
severity, and his ardent perseverance upon obstinacy; and these
defects of character were the leading causes of his misfortunes.
Yet without the qualities themselves, he would not have had the
name he bears, nor have engaged in the schemes which he formed
and executed. :

After experiencing a degree of prosperity suitable to his ability
and exertions in mercantile transactions, and receiving distin-
guished marks of favor from the governor, Count Frontenac, he
visited his native country in 1677.  On his return, he set about
cxecuting the great scheme he had long meditated, of tracing the
river Mississippi, or Colbert, as it was then sometimes called, to its
outlet in the Atlantic, or, as it might be, in the Gulf of Mexico.
For this purpose he caused ta be constructed a vessel of sixty tons
burden, about two'leagues above the Falls of Niagara. On the 7th
of August, 1679, this vessel, with thirty-four persons on board, a
suitable proportion of whom were priests for the instruction of the
Indians, was launched on Lake Erie, and steered towards Mackinaw.
In this unknown and most hazardous navigation, De la Salle
displayed unbounded resolation, and not less address, both in
cheering on his own men amidst all their labors and perils, and
still more in securing the favor of the savages, with whom, to his
everlasting honor be it mentioned, he was never in all his lifetime,
except once, M danger of coming to a rupture. He arrived. at
Mackinaw on the 27th of August, and, in a few weeks after,
anchored at a small island in the mouth of Green Bay. Here he
loaded the vessel with furs, and dispatched her to the head of the.
Falls. To his irretrievable loss and mortification, she was never
seen or heard of ggain. .

Entertaining no doubt, however, of her eventual safety, he
proceeded himself in canoes along the eastern and southern shores

.of Lake Michigan, to the St. Joseph, then called the Miami, a

name now appropriated to the river,- falling into the south-western
angle of Lake Erie. All the preparations being made, they took
their departure from the island on the 19th of September. Night-
fall came on before they reached the nearest part of the continent,
which was twelve miles distant. Darkness thickencd, the waves
rose, and the water dashed into the canoes; but they contrived to
keep together and to find a landing place in the morning. Here
they were detained four days in a barren spot, till the lake became
calm. A single porcupine was the only trophy that rewarded the
hunters’ fatiguing rambles, which, Father Hennepin says, afforded
a savory relish to their pumpkins and corn. Trusting their fragile
canoes again to the waves, they were soon overtaken by new
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disasters. Clouds gathered over them, winds blew angrily, and
deluged with rain and sleet, they were glad to seek safety on a
naked rock for two days, and no other shelter than their blankets
At the end of another day they were in so great danger :in
attempting to land, that the Sieur de la Salle leaped into the Water
with his men, amd assisted them to drag his canoe ashore. His
example was followed by those in the other canoes. They landed
somewhere in the neighborhood of the river Milwaukie.

By this time the provisions were exhausted, but they had seen
Indians, and presumed their habitations were at hand.. Three
men were sent with the calumet of peace, to search for corn. They
camce to a deserted village, where they found abundance of corn, of
which they took as much as they wanted, and left such articles as
the natives valued in exchange. Before night the Indians hovered
suspiciously around the party at the canoes; but when the calumet
of peace was presented, they showed themselves friends, and enter-
tained their visitors with dances and songs. They were so well
satisfied with the goods left in the village, that the next day they
brought more corn and a supply of deer, for which they were amply
rewarded. This proof of human sympathy, even in men called
savages, was a sunbeam in the path of the weary voyagers.

After some further adventures of the same nature, La Salle and
his company arrived, on the 1st of November, at the mouth of the
St. Joseph, where they spent the remainder of that month. On
the 3rd of December they ascended the river in canoes, with a view
to reach the portage leading into the Kankakoo, or eastern branch
of the Illinois. On the 1st of January, 1680, they reached Peoria,
situated on the last named river, and set about constructing a fort.
At last, after several changes, they found what they considered a
favorable position, and built upon it Fort St. Louis, which may
be considered the head quarters of La’ Salle during the remainder
of his wanderings. The faithful Tonty generally held the command
during the long and frequent occasions of his own absence. On
the 28th of February, La Salle set out on an over land journey to
Frontenac, now Kingston, still bent on making further preparations
for his voyage of discovery on the Mississippi. Various disagree-
able incidences occurred on this long and perilous journey; but
the chief calamity that befell him was the murder of his faithful
attendant, Father Gabriel, who fell a sacrifice to the cruel suspicions
of the Indians: Three young warriors belonging to a tribe hostile
to that whose fricndship the travellers had gained, met the venerable
Father in one of his solitary rambles, and murdered him in cold
*blood. . -

On arriving at Fort Frontenac, he appears to have spent several
months in making further preparations for his expedition to the
south, and also in making proper arrangements with his creditors,
with whom his extended schemes of discovery brought him some-
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times into difficulty, but whose claims he satisfied by suitable
sacrifices of his property. When finally prepared, he proceedad
to join his people at Fort St. Louis by the same route, in canoes,
which he followed two years before in the Griffin, taking the round
of the lakes Erie, Huron and Michigan. Having on these various
journeys and voyages spent the year 1681, he assembled his people,
54 in number, at Chicago, on the 4th of January, 1682, and by
ascending this stream, "entered the Illinois by a shorter and more
direct route than he had done two years before. On the 6th of
February, they at last floated their canoes on the bosom of the long
sought Mississippi. On the same day they passed the miouth of
the Missouri, distinguished by its powerful current and muddy
waters. Father Zenobe, whose notes are incorporated in Le
Clereq’s Etablissement de la Foi, is copious in his description of
the various tribes of Indians whom they found on the banks, and
whose friendship they were careful in cultivating. They passed
the mouth of the Arkansas. On the 6th of April, they arrived at a
triple partition of the river, soon after which the water became first
brackish, and then salt, when the broad Gulf of Mexico appeared in
view. The ceremony of taking possession of the country is thus
described by Sparks : ¢ The following day was employed in searching
for a place, removed from the tide and inundations of the river, on
which to erect a column and a cross. - This ceremony was performed
the next day. The arms of France were attached to the column,
with this inscription: ¢Louis the Great, King of France and
Navarre, reigns ; the 9th of April, 1682’ All the men were under
arms ; and, after chanting the Te Deum, they honored the occasion
by a discharge of their muskets, and cries of ¢ Long live the King.””
Nothwithstanding the formality and undoubted veracity of this
deed, it is nevertheless true that the valley of the Mississippi had
been traversed 140 years before by Ferdinand de Soto, one of the
followers of Pizarro, with a foree of at least 500 men. (See
Bancroft’s History of the United States.) .

He founded the Fort of St. Louis, and gave to the adjacent
lands the name of Louisiana.

He retraced his steps, delayed a year among the lakes, and
reached Quebec, in November, 1683. He embarked for France,
was welcomed by Seignelay as “the delight of the New World,”
and received a commission, according to which all the French and
natives of the country, from Fort St. Louis to New Biscay, were
placed under his authority. An expedition for the colonization of
Louisiana, with four vessels and two hundred and eighty persons,
departed from Rochefort, August 1, 1684 ; but dissensions imme-
diately arose between La Salle and the naval commander, Beaujeu.
They passed the coasts of Florida, and must have been near the
mouth of the Mississippi on January 10, 1685; but La Salle
mistook their position, and the fleet passed on. A few days later
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he discovered his error, and wished to return ; but Beaujeu per-
sisted in advancing west even to the bay of Matagorda. . There he
determined to end the dissension by abandoning his associate. He
disembarked with two hundred and thirty colonists ; most of his
munitions werc lost in a gale, and the fleet returned, leaving them
almost without resources. Thinking himself near the Mississippi,
he fortified the post of St. Louis, and made some attempts in
agriculture, which were defeated by the ravages ot beasts and the
neighbouring tribes. Excursions over land and by canoce were

alike ineffectual in bringing him to the fatal river,” which he ..
continued to seek. He traversed a wildernéss towards New Mexico,

in a vain search for gold mines. The misery of the colonists
increased, and Beaujeu’s cxample of revolt began to be followed.
La'Salle, whose courage and cnergy had never failed, no longer
sought to govern or to animate his followers by gentleness, but
made himself a terror to them.  Their numbers were reduced by
manifold losses to-37 ; when, in despair of subduing their opposi-
tion, or of carrying out any plan with such auxiliaries, he determined,
January 12, 1681, to seck by land the country of the Illinois, and
thence to pass to Canada. He set out with sixtecn men, following
the track of the buffalo, passcd the basin of the Colorado, and
reached a branch of the Trinity river. They went in groups; and
the malignity of two men, Duhant and L’Archevéque, who had
embarked their capital in the enterprise, found an opportunity for
~ gratification. They quarrelled and murdered a nephew of La gallc.

He suspected the fact, and asked one of them respecting the fate

of his relative, when the other fired upon him from an ambush,
and he fell dead. ¢ Such was the end,” says Bancroft, “of this
daring adventurer.- For force of will and vast conceptions ; for
various knowledge and quick adaptation of his genius to untried
circumstances ; for a sublime magnanimity, that resigned itself te
the will of Heaven, and yet triumphed over affliction by energy of
purpose and unfaltering hope, he had no superior ameong his
countrymen.” -

-

SIEUR JOLLIET.

For the few particulars hereafter given of this ingenious traveller
and discoverér, we arc indebted to Shea’s History of the Mis-
sissippy.

7
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¢ Neither his birthplace nor epoch has, as far as the present writer
knows, been ascertained. His education he owed to the Jesuit
College of Quebec, where, unless I am mistaken, he was a class-
mate of the first Canadian who was advanced to the priesthood.
Jolliet was thus connected with the Jesuits, and apparently was an
agsistant in the college. After leaving them, he proceeded to the
west to seek his fortune in the fur trade. Here he was always on
terms of intimacy with the missionaries, and acquired the knowledge
and experience which induced the government to select him as
the explorer of the Mississippi.

"« This choice was most agreeable to the missionaries, and he and

Warquette immortalized their names. They explored the great
rivep, and settled all doubts as to its course. On his return,
Jofliet lost all his papers on the rapids above Montreal, and could
make but a verbal report to the Government. This, however, he
reduced to writing, and accompanied with & map drawn from
recollection. On the transmission of these to France, he without
doubt expected to be enabled to carry out such plans as he had
conceived, and to profit, to some extent, by his great discovery;
but he was thrown aside by more flattered adventurers. The
discoverer of the Mississippi was rewarded, as if in mockery, with
ap island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. This was the rocky, barren
and sterile Anticosti; and here Jolliet built a fort and a dwelling
for his family, and houses for trade. They were not, however,
destined to be a source of emolument to him. His labors were
devoted also to other fields. Thus we find him, in 1689, i1 the
employment of the Government, rendering essential service in the -
west. -

“Two years after his island was taken by the English fleet, and
he himself, with his wife and mother-in-law, probably while
attempting to reach Quebec, fell into the hands of Phipps, the
English commander. - His vessel and property were a2 total loss,
but his liberty he recovered when the English retired from the
walls of Quebec.

¢« Of his subsequent history there are but occasional traces, and
we know only that he died some years prior to 1737.”

.

_PERE MARQUETTE.

A SRETCH of the life of the first explorer of that great body of
water known as the Mississippi, must prove interesting to all classes
O 4 :
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of society, particularly when it is allied with the sacred calling
of him who devoted the best part and energies of his existence,
not only to its discovery, but also to bring within the pale of civil-
ization and religion the hordes of barbarians that invested the
country during the early portion of the history of America.
James Marquette was born in the town of Laon, France, in the
year 1637, and was descended from an ancient and time-honoured
French family, who resided there. As early as seventeen years
of age, detached from the world and all its bright allurements, he

entered the Society of Jesus; and after completing his studies

and examination, proceeded of his own free will to Canada. There
he ardently hoped to enter on an active and ‘busy career in the

sacred discharge of his duty. He landed at Quebec on the 20th -

of September, 1666 ; and after studying the language of the
Montagnais at Three Rivers, where he remained until April, 1668,
he was placed on the Ottawa mission, as it was called, but which
extended considerably further west than the Ottawa valley. He
journeyed up through that splendid scenery to Lake Huron, and
across to Sault Ste. Marie, and here he erected a mission ; and on
being joined by another holy father, they built a church, rude, it
is true, yet none the less sacred and holy. He now entered fully
upon the most active era of his erratic life, but his stay here was
not of long duration. A mission was wanted at Lapointe, and on
M. Marquette being selected, he departed thither in 1669. Here
his labours were great; his zeal for the cause of which he. was
a devoted servant, however, was never exhausted. Although
careworn and harrassed, his noble nature and strict sense of
duty rose predominant over all, and he worked long and well
in the execution of his functions. Here again he was not
destined to remain long; war was declared among the native
Indians, and those of Lapointe trembled from fear and inferior
numbers. They removed to Mackinaw, near Lake Huron, and
M. Marquette accompanied them. His first care on reaching
this station was to erect a chapel, so that the spiritual welfare of
the people should not suffer while he was amongst them. He re-
mained here for some time, until, at his earnest solicitations to be
appointed to a wider field, he was chosen to accompany Jolliet
in his mission. On the 17th of May, 1673, the expedition of
discovery embarked in canoes at Mackinaw, and proceeded to
Green Bay, through Fox River to the Wisconsin, and thence by
portage to the Mississippi. They were the first explorers of this
mighty sheet of water, having descended to the Arkansas, and
proven by experience the navigability of the river and its mouth.
In returning they ascended the Illinois, proceeded thence across
to Lake Michigan to Green Bay, and came back to the mission in
September, without any serious accident. On this expedition Mar-
quette proved himself invaluable ; he prepared a map of the route,

R S A E e




AND PERSONS CONNECTED WITH OANADA. 27

and his buoyantspirits, activity and watchfulness, together with his
piety and earnest supplications to the men, insured, no doubt, its
success, even at the loss of his health, which from that time for-
ward failed rapidly, and prostrated him for some time at Green
Bay ; but scarcely had he risen from his bed of sickness, ere this
noble-minded man again proceeded, working vigorously as ever in
the furtherance of the cause to which he devoted all his best en-
ergies. Ordersicame for him to open a mission on the upper
waters of the Illinois, in the settlement of the Kaskaskia; and
thither he departed on the 23rd of October, 1674. But now,
through the privations and hardships which he had endured, his
fine and vigorous "constitution gave way a second time, and his
malady returned with more fierceness than ever. He was again
prostrated, in the forest; and, through the kind attentions of the
Indians, restored to a feeble state of existence. He proceeded to
the settlement, and, in a short space of time, administered the
duties of his high office, and gave the natives such instruction as
he was able to do; but, finding that the term of his existence was
rapidly drawing to a close, he left Kaskaskia, hoping to be able to
reach Mackinaw, there to lay his wearied head among his prose-
lytes, and die in peace. But fate ordained otherwise ; for on the
way his disease returned again with increased virulence, and his
hour had come, which he hailed with ecstacy, thanking Heaven for
allowing him to die a Jesuit, a missionary, and alone. This
event occurred on the 18th of May, 1675, on the river that bears
his name. - Shea says of him : “ He was of a cheerful, joyous dis-
position, playful even in his manner, and universally beloved.
His letters show him to us a man of education, close observation,
sound sense, strict integrity, a freedom from exaggeration, and -
yet a vein of humor which here and there breaks out in spite of -
all his self-command.”

FATHER HENNEPIN.

THis celebrated man, early counected with the history ofthe

province, and an adventurous and intrepid . traveller, deserves

« to be placed on a par with the distinguished Charlevoix. He
was a French Recollet friar, famous as a missionary and ’

traveller in North America. He was born in Flanders about

. 1640. His inclination for travelling led him to Italy; and he
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was afterwards a preacher at Hall, in Hainault. He then went
into a convent, and being sent by his superiors to Calais and
Dunkirk, the stories which he heard from the sailors inspired him
with a desire to visit distant countries. At length he embarked
for Canada, and arrived at Quebec in 1675, in the same ship as
Bishop Laval and the Chevalier La Salle. Between that period and
1682, he explored the region now called the State of Louisiana, and

" firstsaw the Falls of St. Anthony. Returning to Europe, he published

anaccountof his researches,entitled : ¢ Description de la Louisiane
nouvellement décowverte au sud-ouest de la Nouvelle France, avec
la Carte du pays, les maeurs et la maniére de vivre des Sauvages.”
Paris: 1683. 12mo. He afterwards produced other works, con-
taining fuller descriptions of the result of his observations. He
was appointed guardian of the convent of Renty, in Artois; and
refusing to return to America, after some disputes, he was per--
mitted by his superiors to retire into Holland in 1697, where he
found protectors at the court of William III., and accompanied
that monarch to England. Though he adopted the secular habit
among the Dutch, it does ‘ot appear that he relinquished his re-
ligion or his profession, as he always added to his signature the
title of Missionary Recollet and Apostolic Notary.

He died in Holland about the year 1700. Bancroft says, re-
ferring to some discoveries which Hennepin claims to have made,
that he was not merely a light-hearted, ambitious, daring discoverer,
but a boastful liar.

Stk WILLIAM PHIPPS.*

THE history of this celebrated and distinguished gentleman is a
remarkable one. Raised, one may say, almost from nothing, he
attained, through his energy, perseverance and peculiar abilities,
the highest honours; and having been appointed commander” of
the gallant expedition against Quebec in 1690, deserves-a high
place in this work. :

Our information is chiefly derived from Allen. Sir William
Phipps was born at Pemaquid, now Bristol, Maine, on the 2nd of
February, 1651. His father, James Phipps, was a gunsmith in

* Many writers aver, among them Dr. Smiles, that this was the foynder of
the House of Normanby, while as many contradict it.
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humble circumstances; and his mother had twenty-six children,
of whom twenty-one were sons. After living in the wilderness till
he was cighteen years of age, he bound himself as an apprentice
to a ship-carpenter for four years; at the cxpiration of this time -
he went to Boston, where he learned to read and write. He had
determined to seek his fortune upon the sea ; and after a variety of
adventures, he discovered a Spanish wreck on the coast of His-
paniola, from which he fished up plate and pearls and jewels,
amounting in value to £300,000 sterling. With this treasure he
sailed to England in 1687 ; and such was his honesty, and so lib-
eral was he to his seamen, that his own share amounted only to
£16,000. At this time he reccived the honor of knighthood,
which was conferred upon him by King Jumes. Returning to
Boston, he was, in 1690, admitted a member of the North Church,
being baptized and professing repentance of his sins. He then
commanded an expedition against Port Royal, which place he
captured. Later in the same year, the English colonists forming
the patriotic intention of capturing Canada from the French,
Phipps was intrusted with the command of the expedition by sea,
which consisted of thirty-four vessels of different burthen, and
was manped by nearly fifteen hundred of the ¢ hardy sailors of
New England,” with thirteen hundred militia under the command
of Major Walley. This formidable armament appeared before
the walls of Quebec on the morning of the 5th of October, and
on demanding, in the name of King William III., the surrender
of that city, the brave De Frontenac, nothing daunted, replied :
“I do not acknowledge King William, and I well know that the
Prince of Orange is a usurper, who bas violated the most sacred
rights of blood and religion. I will answer your master by the
mouth of my cannon.” To tkis Phipps replied by sending a
tremendous broadside into the town, and the siege, if it can be
‘called such, commenced. Walley landed on the St. Charles, and
defeated a body of French troops, which had stationed themselves
there to obstruct his movements. But, notwithstanding this ad-
vantage, the fire from the batteries was of such a terrific nature,
and so injurious to the fleet, that, on the 11th, Phipps at a council
held on board his ship, resolved to abandon the enterprise ; and
accordingly during the night, carried his determination into ex-
ecution. But a terrible storm arising in the Gulf, nine of his
ships were wrecked. He arrived at Boston on the 19th of No-
vember, considerably distressed at his defeat, which had, however,
partly arisen from the lateness of the season in which the expedi-
tion had been undertaken.

When the new charter of Massachusctts was obtained, he was
nominated governor. In this capacity he arrived at Boston, May
14,1692. He soon put a stop to prosecutions for witcheraft. In
August, he sailed with about four hundred and fifty men to Pema-
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quid, where he built a fort. In 1694, in a dispute with the col-
lector of the port, Sir William was so far carried away by the
passion of the moment as to have rccourse to blows to settle the
controversy. 'He was soon afterwards removed ; ‘and he sailed in
November for England, where he received assurances of being re-
stored ; but, bemfr seized by a malignant fever, he died in 1695 at
the premature age of forty-four.
Sir William, though his origin was very humble, was not elated
" by the change in his circumstances. Ile was a man of uncommon
enterprise and industry, of an excellent disposition (though he
did not always retain the command of his temper), and of perfect
honesty and integrity. He exerted hiwself .to promote the inter-
ests of New England.

haN '~ MAJOR WALLEY,

AN English colonist, born 1644. In the year 1690 accompanied
Sir William Phipps as commander of the troops on board his fleet
to capture Quebee, at which place he did good service, repulsing
a body of French troops to the number of 300, on the banks of the
St. Charles. On his return to Boston, ‘he pubhshed a narrative of
the expedition, which is to be fourd in Hutchinson. Afterwards
was appointed a Judge of the Superior Court of Massachusetts,
and & member of the Council. Was one of the principal founders
of the town and church of Bristol, U. 8., and a2 man of merit and
ability ; zealous in his country’s service, and a good Christian.
Died at Boston, January 11, 1712.

M. LEFEBVRE DE LA BARRE.

M. pE LA BARRE was Governor of New France from 1682 to 1685.
He was a marine officer, who had distinguished himself in action
against the English in the West Indies, having taken from them
the xslands of Antigua and Montserrat. However. brave his
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conduct may have been_-there, according to the record of history,

it was quite the reverse in Canada. He not only had not the-
courage to confront a few wild and uncivilized hordes of Iroquois;

but hesacrificed & small and valuable army in making some attempts

to do so, to the infinite disgust of the people of the colony. His

general management of affairs was extremely bad, and being

recalled, he left the province without the regret of any of its

inhabitants.

MARQUIS DE DENONVILLE.

Jacques RENE DE Brisay, Marquis de Denonville, Governor of
New France from 1685 to 1689, was at once a brave officer, and a
man of a religious turn of mind. He was also imbued with a lofty
sense of honor, and was polished in his manners. Yet he was
often liable to receive wrong impressions of things; and his imper-
fect knowledge of the relations, subsisting between the Fren¢h and
the savage races, caused him to commit acts which violated the
" principles of equity, and brought about that retribution which

never fails to follow, sooner or later, violations of the laws of
nature and of nations. :

By not following up a victory, which he achieved over the
Iroquois, and striking a decided blow on the whole confederation,
he inspired the savages with a glow of triumph, and a sense of
contempt of what they deemed his cowardice. He likewise
kidnapped a number of their chiefs, and sent them to France to
work at the galleys, at a time when they were bound on a
peaceable mission to himself. He thus excited against himself
and the French a spirit of hate and detestation in the heart of the
“Red men” —a Raeling which only terminated by the frightful
¢ Massacre of Lachine.”

He certainly had sound ideas on many points; but he had a
speculative, rather than an energetic mind, and was not prompt
in action. Few governors of Canada ever set down on paper more °
::ﬁe maxims for its proper administration, yet fewer left it in a

der plight.
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BISHOP DE ST. VALLIER.

His Grace Jean Baptiste DeLacroix Chevriéres De St Vallier,
borii at Grenoble en Dauphiné, the 14th November, 1653, was
chaplain to Louis XIV. When Bishop Laval went to France in
1684 to obtain a successor, on the recommendation of that prelate,
it was agreed that he should succeed him in the Bishopric of
Quebec. Bishop De St. Vallier arrived in Canada, for the first
time, on the 30th July, 1685, in his quality of Vicar-General to
Bishop Laval, by letters from the latter, dated at Paris the 8th
May of the same year. He left for France on the 3rd November,
1687~and was consecrated Bishop of Quebec, under the pontificate
of Innocent XI., on the 25th January, 1688, at St. Sulpice de Paris,
by Nicholas Colbert,-Archbishop of Carthage and Coadjutor of
the Archbishop of Rouen. His bulls were dated at Rome the 7th
July, 1687. Bishop de St. Vallier returned to Canada on the 15th
August, 1688. He founded the General Hospital of Quebec in
1693, and the Ursulines of Three Rivers on the 8th October,
1697. It was under his episcopacy that Louis XIV. confirmed by
Letters Patent, given at Versailles in the month of October, 1697,
the erection of the Bishopric of Quekec, and the union of the
Rectory to the Seminary, as well as the union of the revenues of
Labbaye de Meubec to the said Bishopric. His Grace De St.
Vallier, after making several journeys to France, for the benefit of
his diocese, died at the General Hospital of Quebec, on the 26th
December, 1727, and was buried there on the 2od January, 1728.

s
———
H

CHEVALIER DE CALLIERES.

Louis Hrcror DE CALLIERES, a wise and prudent Governor
of New France, and a gallant French military officer. Originally
from Torigny in Normandy, he came to Canada as a member of the
Montreal Company, and afterwards became Governor of that
place. He exhibited grcat wisdom during the war, and in his
relations with the Iroquois, with whom he concluded a peace in
1701, at Montreal. He succeeded De Frontenac in the government
of the country in 1698, and continued to hold his appointment
until 1703. :

Charlevoix does pot hesitate to proclaim him one of the best
generals Canada ever possessed under French rule.
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LEMOINE DIBERVILLE.

A CANADIAN navigator, who began the colonization of Louisiana,
born in Montreal in 1642, died in Havana, July 9, 1706. He was
one of seven brothers, who were all active in Canadian affairs in the
latter half of the seventeenth century. He early went to sea, and
distinguished himself for bravery and ability as a volunteer in the
midnight attack on Schenectady ; as commander of the expedition
which recovered Fort Nelson from the British (1686), and with it
the control of the Indian commerce of the region of Nelson’s river;
as a successful invader of the English possessions in Newfound-
land, and as a victor in naval contests (1697), in spite of icebergs
and a shipwreck, in Hudson’s Bay. He was reputed the most
skilful naval officer in the service of France, when in 1698 he was
commissioned by the French Government to explore the mouth of
the Mississippi, which had never yet been eutered from the sea,
and to erect a fort near it. With two frigates, two smaller vessels,
a company of marines, and about two hundred settlers, he set sail
from Rochefort, October 17, 1698 ; was welcomed at St. Domingo,
found Pensacola preoccupied by Spaniards, and cast anchor, Feb-
ruary 2, 1799, on the Island of Massacre, near. Mobile. Accom-
panied by his brother, Lemoine de Bienville, a Franciscan, who
had been a companion of La Salle, and forty-eight men, in two
barges, and with provisions for fifteen days, he sailed thence to
"seek the Mississippi, which they entered 2nd March, and ascended
to the village of the Bayagoulas. They also visited the Oumas,
among whom they found a letter written by Tonty to La Salle, in
1684, and they probably reached the mouth of the Red River.
-Returning to the bay of Biloxi, Iberville erected a fort as a testi-
mony of French jurisdiction, the command of which he entrusted
to-his two brothers, Sanville and Bienville. He himself sailed for
France, but returned when the French supremacy on the Mississippi
was endangered by British aggression, and the French Protestant
refugees were seeking there an asylum after their exile from France.
He again ascended the Mississippi (1700) as far as the country of
the Natchez, while his brother explored western Louisiana, crossed
the Bed Biver, and approached New Mexico. Bilious fevers
desolated the - colonists at Biloxi; Sanville was a victim to it, and
the chief command devolved on Bienville; and when Iberville
arrived with reinforcements, July 22, 1701, there were but one
hundred acd fifty of them alive. Soon after, this fortress was
transferred to the western bank of Mobile river, the first European
settlement, in Alabama. Iberville also constructed fortifications on

5 .
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the Island of Massacre, which he named Dauphine Island, and
which became the.centre of the colony. Attacked by the yellow
fever, he cscaped with broken health. In 1706, in command of
three vessels, he made a descent upon the English Island of Nevis,
which he captured ; and he died at Havana, on board of his ship,
on the eve of an expedition against Jamaica.

CHARLEVOIX.

PETER FrANcI8 XAVIER (UHARLEVOIX, a celebrated traveller
and writer, was a member of the order of Jesuits, and was born
at St. Quintin, in 1684. He taught languages and philosophy with
some reputation. He was for several years a missionary in Ameriea,
and more particularly in Canada. gn his return he had a chief
share in the ¢ Journal de Trevour” for tweunty-four years. He

" died in 1761, greatly esteemed for his high moral character and
extensive learning.  His works are: ¢ Histoire et Description
Générale du Japon,” ¢ Histoire Générale de Paraguay,”’ “ Histoire
de U Isle de St. Dominique,” « Vie de Mére Maric de { Incarnation,”
and ¢ Ilistoire Générale de la Nouvelle France.” Of these, the latter
is the most valuable, describing his own experience, and the man-
ners and customs of the native Americans. He is often quoted as
a writer of good authority. "His style is simple and unaffected;
but not always perfectly correct.

MARQUIS DE VAUDREUIL.

2HILLIPE DE RicAaup, Marquis de Vaudreuil, a lieutenant-
Zeneral in the French army, and Governor of New France for the
space of several years. He was a brave soldier, and had distin-
guished himself at the siege of Valenciennes. He was sent to
Canada as commander of the forces, and brought with him eight
hundred men. With three hundred of these he went to the relief
of Montreal during the massacre of Lachine, and served under De
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Frontenac in the grand expedition against the Iroquois. In 1690,
he was epgaged in the defence of Quebec against the attack of
Admiral Phipps. Three ycars afterwards, he surprised and defeated
La Chaudiere Noir, the most terrible and cunning of the Iroquois.
Bat he gave up tho military for the naval service; and in 1702,
before inheriting his father’s title, he obtained a seigniory, and was
‘appointed Governor of Montreal.

He succeeded M. de Calliéres in the government of Canada in
1703. . He was married at Quebec to Louise Elizabeth Joybert de
Soulange, daughter of Chevalier Joybert de Soulange. This
marriage was viewed with dissatisfaction by the French minuistry,
who did not wish him, nor any of their colonial governors, to ally
themselves with the residents.

He displayed great activity in 1710, in the defence of Quebec
—the expense of which, however, was mainly borne by its
inhabitants ; and he made preparation for the relief of Montreal.

After the accession of Louis XV., he effected in the colony
numerous reforms, which were much required, and the most impor-
tant were those of improved education and civilization. He died
at Quebec on the 10th of October, 1725, universally regretted by
the people of the colony. His administration was tranquil;
and his measures, whether civil or warlike, were usually crowned

- with success.

Apyirar S;ir HOVEDEN WALKER.

FrouM the few particulars we have at hand, we learn that this
celebrated naval officer entered the British service at an carly age,
and speedily attained to the highest honors. For hiy gallantry
and bravery, in 1711, he was knighted by Queen Anne. He is
connected with our history in having been the commander of
the ill-starred expedition which sailed for Qucbec, to wrest Canada
from the French, in the same year. Everything conuected with
this lamentable epoch in his life is well known, as it forms part of
our history The French did all they could to prevent the
squadron ascending the river, which in those days was not so easy
to navigate as at present, the St. Lawrence not having the benefit
of light-houses, buoys, &c.; and they were successful, aided also by
a storm which overtook Walker. Half his ships were wrecked on
Isle aux (Eufs, in the St. Lawrence, and he;was compelled to return
to England. It is useless now to speculate on the consequences to
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this country if he had succeeded in gaining our harbour ; suffic it
to say, that the French were so reduced- in numbers by ill-health,
disease and famine, that it would have been a comparatively easy
matter to overcome them. ° :

Walker, on his return to England, suffered more reverses ; his
splendid ship, the Edgar, of seventy-six guns, blew up at Spithead,
and nearly all the crew perished ; the officers were nearly all on
shore. Sir Hoveden was blamed for some negligence in this
matter, and not having recovered his good name by his loss at
Quebec, was dismissed the service in 1715. He published. in 1720,
“ A Journalor full account of the late capedition to Canada, &c.,” in
his defence, but without avail ; previous to which, however, he had.
proceeded to South Carolina, where he settled upon a plantation.
He died, actually broken-hearted, in 1725.

MARQUIS DE BEAUHARNOIS.

CHARLES, MARQUIS DE BEAUHARNOIS, succeeded M. de Vau-
dreuil in the government of New France in 1726, and held that
appointment for more than twenty years—a fact which goes far
to. prove his fitness and capacity for such a high office. He was
commodore in the royal navy of France, in which he had gained dis-
tinction in bygone years, and had filled some important posts besides.

During the long and critical period in which he exercised the
gubnatorial functions in Canada—although inundations and earth-
quakes, dearth, famine, war aud sickness prevailed and had to be con-
tended with—the French ministry had never cause either to reproach
hin for remissness of duty, or correct him in his general administra-
tion of affairs, except once, when he took part in the quarrel between
the clergy and the Chapter on the occasion of the collision of those
parties relative to the burial of the body of Bishop de Valliéres.

In consequence of the sanguinary inroads which the Qutagamis
were making on the unprotected colonists throughout the country,
he found it necessary, during the early part of his admwinistration,
to give a sudden and decided check to their proceedings. A small
army was organized composed of the colonists, who pursued the
savages as far as where the city of Clicago now stands, and the
Mississippi- They met in with the Indians, and signally defeated
them ; besides destroying their huts and plantations, they indeed
nearly exterminated the cruel and unrelentless red men of the tribe
of the Outagamis, while they avenged the death of their country-
men. It was a just retribution.
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When war was declared between England and France, and the
conquest of Canada and the other French colonics resolved on by
the former, and when only a small and feeble force was at his
disposal, he fortified and strengthened the several weak positions
of the country, and founded the impregnable Crown Point. By
his representations and entreaties, he at length prevailed on the
French ministry to send an expedition to recapture Cape Breton,
and to drive the English from the West Indies. Had this
expedition been commanded by a competent and able officer, great
damage would certainly have been done to our sea and land forces
As it happened, the French fleet was annihilated by fierce and violent
storms, which the inexperienced D’Auville was unable to contend
against. Beauharnois was succceded in 1746 by M. de la Jonquiére.

Pl

SIEUR DE LA VERENDRYE.

P1ERRE GAUTHIER DE VAREBNNES, Sieur dé la Verendrye, was
the discoverer of the great mountain range kugn as the Rock
Mountains, in 1731. The expense of this sthsvement (although
it had been projected by M. de Beauharnois), was¥ borne entirely
by M. Verendrye himself. It added great lustre to his name,
and the king conferred upon him the Cross of St. Louis. He
was a native of France, and had been previous to his undertaking
(which was an attempt to reach the Pacific), engaged in trafficking
in peltry with the natives. He died at Quebec on the 6th of
December, 1749, just as he was about, by the king’s desire, to
resume his journey to the Pacific. -

He once related to Mr. Kalm, a Swedish savant, who was on a
visit to Canada, that he had discovered, in one of the remotest
of the countries which he had reached, at a spot nine hundred
leagues beyond Montreal, some massive pillars, each formed of a
single block of stone, resting one against the other, or superimposed,
as are the courses of a wall. He coucluded that, thus arranged, - -
the pile must have been formed by human hands. One of the
pillars was surmounted by a much smaller block, only one foot
high and a few inches across, bearing on two sides graven char-
acters of an unknown langusge. This stone was sent to Paris.
Several Jesuits who saw it in Cabada, said to Kalm that the
engraving which it bore resembled the Tartaric characters. This
opinion, in Kalm’s estimation, tended to confirm the hypothesis of
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an Agiatic immigiation to America, and the real origination of a
portion, at least, of the native races found in possession of its two
continents and islands.

MICHEL SARRASIN,

- A MosT learned French savant, who resided at.Quebec, when
this province was a dependency of France. He was a member of
the Academy of Sciences of Paris and of the Superior Council of
the province, and held the office of what was termed, “ Physician
to the King.” To the Sovereign Council he was keeper of the
King’s Seal, in 1733, after Counsellor Delino. He contributed
many papers to various learned societies ; among them, ¢ Descrip-
tion of the Castor,” in the memoirs of the Academy of Sciences for
the year 1704; «“ A Letter on the Mineral Waters of Cap de la
Magdeleine,” in the memoirs of Trevoux, 1736; ¢ Description of
the Water or Musk Rat of America,” in the Paris Documents ;
and a description of the plant which he discovered and called
Sarracenia purpurea.

Charlevoix was surprised to find such a learned man in the
colony. He married, in Canada, Mlle. Marie Anne Hazeur, by
whom he had a son, who died in 1739, in Paris. His decease took
place on the 9th of September, 1734, at the age of 75 years.

»

3
P4

COUNT DE LA GALLISSONNIERE.

RoraNp MicHEL BarrIN, Count de la Gallissonniére, admi-
nistrator of the government of New France from 1747 to 1749,
during the imprisonment in England of ‘Admiral de la Jonquiére,
the governor. .

He was a distinguished marine officer, active, energetic, and
enlightened as a civilian; and spent in scientific pursuits such
leisure as his public duties allowed him. He governed Canada only
two years; but he gave, during that brief time, a strong impulse
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to its administration, as well as much good counsel to the French
ministry, which, had it been followed, would no doubt have pre-
served, for some time longer, this fine dependency to France. His
administration is chiefly marked by some disputes with the English
and their colonists in the other provinces, relative to their right
of way in and about the peninsula of Nova Scotia and the Ohio
region. He made extensive defensive fortifications throughout
the whole of the province, and formed the project of settling the
Franco-Canadians, who had hitherto lived or the peninsula, on the
northern shores of the Bay of Fundy—a project which received the
approbation and assistance of the, French ministry, and was carried
into effect. : : ,

" He afterwards went again into active service, and in 1756, was

~ charged to transport land forces to Minorca, for the siege of Fort
Mahon. His fleet was met, in retarning, by Admiral Byng’s
squadron ; and an action took place, which, however, the French
caunot call a victory, as all that Gallissonniére could do was to
force Byng to retire—for which act, the latter was tried by court
martial, on his arrival in England, sentenced and shot. The
former did notlong survive this event : always delicate in bodily
constitution, he undertook his last expedition only from an over
sense of duty, and against the advice of his physicians, who foretold
that the fatigues which he must undérgo would kill him. Accord-
ingly, October 26, 1756, having halted at Nemours, on his way to
Fontainebleau, where Louis XV. then was, he died. The king,
who had not even conferred upon him !the grade of vice-admiral,
afterwards alleged (but his assertion may be doubted), that he had
called his deceased servant to court, in order to create him a
marshal of France. ‘His loss was much felt in the French royal
marine; by the sailors more especially, whose affections he gained
by attending to their interests with paternal affection and kind
regard. ' '

His administrative- and scientific talents even surpassed his
genius for active war. The former shone conspicuously in New
France; and while he was military commandant of Rochefort,
when the commissariat for marine, was organized, he had the
direction of that establishment. Men of science lost 'a brother by
his decease, for he was a devoted student of natural history,
being especially attached to those departments of knowledge most
contributing to man’s.well-being. Thus, whatever foreign loca-
lities he visited, he erdowed with the most useful plants of old
France, and rendered to her, in exchange, whatever was likely to
eorich her from the New World, and other foreign parts.
La Gallissonni¢re had a great heart and a beautiful mind, seated in
a mean body, for he was both low in stature and deformed in person.

P
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-MARQUIS DE LA JONQUIERE.

JacQuEs PIERRE DE TAFFANEL, Marquis de la Jonquiére,
governor of Canada from 1749 to 1752, was born about 1686, in
the Chateau of La Jonquiére, Languedoc, and was the desccn-
dant &F a high family of Catalonian origin. He served in the War
of the Succession, assisted in the reduction of the Cevennes—that
is, he .actively persecuted the French Protestants in the south,
thrusting them out with. fire and sword,—and also in the' defence
of Toulon against the Savoyards. He had accompanied Duguay-
“Trouin to Rio Janeiro, and fought along with La Bruyére de Court
against Admiral Matthews, in 1744, and had risen to thc rank ,
of admiral in the service. ~His government was marked with
considerable firmness, and he generally ‘carried out the policy of
the energetic and talented La Gallissonniére. He solicited his
recall in 1751, in conmsequence of some charges relative to his
monopoly of the peltry traffic, preferred against him by the Jesuits,
to which the ministry gave credence; but before he could receive
it, his bodily powers, severely affected by mental irritation, and
impaired by age and the fatigues of an over active career, gave
way, and he died at Quebec on the 17th of May, 1752. France lost
in him one of the ablest of her naval officers. He was. of an
indominitable spirit in action——a precious quality at a time when the
war marine of France was overmatched in physical strength by that
. of her rival. His person was well formed, but he was low in
stature. | He had an imposing air; but his mental acquirements,
it is said, wete not great. He tarnished his reputation by an
inordinate love of wealth, and his avarice laid him open at last, after
‘accumalating a large fortune, to the attacks which hastened his
death. Although possessed of millions, he denied himself, it may
he said, the veriest necessities of life, even in his last moments.

LORENZO DU PONTE.

LorENzo pU PONTE, a native of Canada; was born there in
1749, and died at New York, 1838. He was an Italian poet
and translator of some repute. Part of his early years were spent
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in Venice. His amorous verses forced him to fly from that city,
and he went to Goritz in Austria, where he raised up new enemies,
and left for Dresden, with an introduction to Saleri, the composer.
For Salieri he wrote the libretto of the opera of the ¢ Danaides,”
and others. He then visited France and England, Holland, and
finally the United States of America, where he tried various
schemes of living without success; and in 1806, after etting into

" debt and arranging with his creditors, obtained a subsistence by
teaching his native language and by translation. He also wrote
his adventures from 1823 to 1827, in four voluwes, which were
published at New York.

MARQUIS-DUQUESNE DE MENNEVILLE.

A BRAVE and judicious governor of New France, who, during
three most important years (from 1752 to 1755) while he governed
the country, pursued such a firm and rigorous policy as called
forth the admiration of the penple of this and his native country,
France. He was a captain in the royal marine service, and had
been recommended to his appointment by the distinguished De
Gallissonniére. He was descended from the greatest Duquesne,
grand-admiral of France, under Louis XIV. He introduced

_great reforms in the colony, placed the colonial troops on a par
* with the European by constaut drilling and study ; he erected forts
in the far west for the protection of the Gountry and his country-
men, and he resisted the encroachments of the English and col-
onial troops. Whether it was that he found the “speck of war,”
which was at that time rising on the horizon too great a task for
him to resist with the means at his disposal, or whether he had
some prophetic warping of the ultimate destiny of New France,
*and so wished to give up 80 great a responsibility, we are not able
. tosay; but he solicited his recall on the plea that ke wished to
return to active duty. -

-
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MARQUIS DE VAUDREUIL.

Pierre Frangois, -Marquis de Vaudreuil-Cavagnal, the last
governer of Canada under French domination, and undoubt-
edly one of the best. This latter assertion will be readily granted,
particularly when the trying and arduous circumstances under
which he labored are taken into consideration. He was a son of
the former governor of New France, of the. same name, and was
born at Quebec, in 1698. Having joined the military service he
rose to the rank of major in the marine corps. 1n 1733, he was
appointed goverhor of Three Rivers, and in 1743, of Louisiana,
in both of which situations he was greatly popular. In 1748, he
succeeded to his father’s title; and in 1755, wus elevated to the
high and responsible appointment of governor of New France,—
an appointment, which, if Montcalm and he had acted in con-
cert, and the former had paid more attention to the plans of
the latter, he would certainly have held for a much longer
period than he did. The jealousy, or rather the contempt, with
which Montcalm regarded M. de Vandreuil and his valu-
able suggestions, certainly tended,.in a great measure, to hasten
the downfall of the French nation in America. M. de Vandreuil
ever studied the welfare of Canada, and was devotedly attached to
his sovereign. He would rather have died, and sacrificed all he
possessed, than tarnish the glory and honor of the arms of his-
country. He was a true Frenchman, bold and energetio in his
measures, and yet wise and judicious in carrying them out. This
was clearly manifested when he capitulated to Amherst at Mont-
real, notwithstanding the intention of the valorous De Levis to
hold out with his scanty forces to the last; a determination which
De Vandreuil saw was hopeless, and would involve the needless
destruction of Montreal, and the loss of many valuable lives. He
therefore pursued the wisest, and indeed the only course open to
him, and no one can justly impeach his loyalty or patriotism in so
doing. . .‘ :
A%ter his return to France he wasimprisoned in the Bastille, on
some charges preferred against him by the friends of Montcalm,
but a trial before the Chatelet de Paris exonorated him from
these, and from all blame in his administration of the affairs of
Canada. He was released from imprisonment, but stripped of
nearly all his worldly possessions. He dicd in 1764.
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BARON DIESKAU.

JouNy HarMAND, Baron Dieskau, celebrated as the commander-
in-chief of the French forces in this country during the time
anterior to Montcalm, and for the active part he took in the wars
between the English and French during that period. His last act
was when he commanded the expedition sent up to defeat and drive
off that of the English which was advancing to invade Canada in
1755. On this occasion he achieved a brilliant victory over the
army of Colonel Ephraim Williams, but on the same day met that
of the celebrated Sir William Johnson. A second battle ensued,
which resulted in thé total defeat of Dieskau, he himself being
made prisoner, and also seriously wounded. He was conveyed to
New York, where his wounds were dressed, and he recovered, but
only for a short time. His decease taking place at Surenne, in
France, September 8, 1767.

M. DE VAUQUELIN.

A BRAVE and chivalrous French naval officer, who commanded
the French ships at Quebec, at the time of the conquest. M.
Garneau says that ¢ he fell, sword in hand, into the enemy’s power,
covered with honorable wounds, after an heroic combat of two
hours, maintained against several frigates, opposite Point aux
Trembles.” Almost all his officers were killed or wounded, as well
as most of the !scanty crew of I’ Atalante, aboard which vessel he
had hoisted his flag, and would not strike it. .

Brave as he proved himself to be, Captain Vauquelin was ill
received at court when he returned to France. The Aoniteur
de la Flotte of 1857, in an article on this brave sailor, recounts
the following touching particulars :—

“Jt is well known that Jean Vanquelin, the celebrated naval
captain, highly reputed for his rare merit and admirable intrepidity,
¢ after distinguishing himself greatly in deferding Louisiana, and
afterwards-the city of Quebec, was, through some dark int-igues,
- disgraced and put in prison. Despite his raclamations and those
of his family, he died in the year 1763, without having had his
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case tried. Some authors even say that he was assassinated in the
prison; but this report seems not to be sufficiently attested.

« He left behind him a son, Pierre Vanquelin, who devoted

himself at an carly age to the study of African history and geo-
graphy ; his researches in which obtained for him a prize, in 1776,
from the Academy of Lyons.

“This young savant, highly recommended by a brave officer
who knew bhis connections (the Marquis de Vaudreuil), was, in
1774, placed by Turgot in the admiralty office, where he occupied
his leisure time in dr: wing up a memorial, parrating the career
and services of his father, in the hope of his merit being acknow-
ledged and his memory cleared of blame. A circumstance occur-
ring fortuitously, came in aid of this work of filial piety.

“In 1775, Queen Marie Antoniette was present at the first com-
munion of some young girls of the Commune de Meudon; and
after the ceremony was over, one among them, chosen by the
‘others, presented to her Majesty a fine nosegay of white roses;
reciting at the same time a complimentary address, prepared be-
forehand, thanking the Queen for the honor she had done the rude
parishoners by condescending to come among them.

“The young girl charged with this duty was Mlle. Elizabeth
Vauquelin, then aged thirteen, who lived with one of her aunts
at Meudon. She greatly pleased the Queen, who after embracing

. her, asked whether she could do anything for her.

«The young lady, not disconcerted, yet with tears starting from
her eyes, replied, ‘1 make bold to solicit your Majesty that you
would cause justice to be rendered to the good name of my grand-
father.’ .

“The noble heart of the Queen was softened on hearing this
appeal. She again embraced the girl, and promised that her re-
quest should not be neglected. Nor was it; for that very day she
informed the king of what had passed. Louis XVI., ever good,
ever just, ordered M. de Sartimes, then Minister of Marine, to
make inquiries regarding Jean Vauquelin, and let him know the
result.

“ The inquiry was entered upon at once. Among the witnesses
cxamined were Lapeyrouse, the Marquis de Vaudreuil, and mem-
bers of the family of the Marquis de Montcalm, the hero of Can-
ada. The inquiries made were eminently favorable to the me-
mory of Vauquelin; they attested the glorious services which he
had performed as a Freoch naval officer, and proved the injustice
of the accusations which had been brought against him in his
later years.

“ Louis XVI. caused the son of the deceased to be presented to
him; and letting M. Vauque]m know the result of the inquiry,
told him that his fathers services would not be forgotten. The -
latter presented 10 <he king a copy of his memoire on the geogra-

©
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‘phy of Africa. Some months afterwards Louis sent him on an
important mission to Morocco, in which he acquitted himself ad-
mirably. In 1777, the ministry having decided to establish per-
manent relations in the farthest east, Vauquelin was appointed
king’s consul in China, and obtained an exsequatur as such from:
Kien-Long, the reigning emperor. This fact has never obtained
publicity till now. M. Vauquelin rendered great services, and
left a good personal repute in China.” .

COUNT DE VAUDREUIL.

TaE CoUNT DE VAUDREUIL mentioned in the deed, after the
death of Pierre Frangois, and lieutenant-general of the naval
forces, was born at Quebec in 1723. He entered the French naval
service in 1741, and commanded I’ A4rithuse in 1756. He gave
battle to two English frigates on the Céte de Bretagne, and did not
surrender until he had saved the fleet which he had under convoy.
The Euoglish not only requested him to retain his sword, but sent
him to France without exacting an exchange. At the commencement
of the American war, in answer to an offer made to him by the king,
of the government of St. Dominique, he said : ¢“No, sire, theonly post
suitable to a seaman in war time, is that of & commander of a ship.”
He commanded.the Fendant at the conquest of Grenada, under
D’Estaing, took six millions worth of prizes during the cruise, and
captured the Seregal in 1779. He was present, in his quality of
general officer, at five naval engagements. That of D’Ouessant
against Admiral Keppel was undecided ; that of Martinique against
Hood was a disappointment, as was the encounter between Comte
de Guichen with Admiral Kempenfeldt; but that of the Ches-
apeake against Graves was a victory, which resulted in the
capitulation of Lord Cornwallis. He was present at the two
engagements with Rodney, under the Comte de Guichen, as well
as under the Comte de Grasse Tilly. Seasam, who commanded
the Triumphant, and who conducted the advance guard, spared
nothing to be beforeband respecting the fate of Paris, and thereby
saved twelve ships. The Council of War assembled in 1784
rendered entire justice to his able retreat; and Louis XVI. in
person thanked him. Already a Commander of St. Louis, he was
created Grand Croix in 1789. During this notable period he was
led to the Etats Généraux. Threatened in 1792, he defended the




46 SKETOHES OF CELEBRATED CANADIANS

Tuileries,* and afterwards emigrated. The minister, Bertram,
wrote to him inviting him to resume his post. Las Casas, in the
“ Mémorial de Ste. Hélene,” speaking about the emigration of Com-
blentz, says that the councillors of Monsieur were M. M. d’Avaray
and de Jancourt, the Marquis de Vaudreuil and the Bishop d’Arras,
and Marquis le Comte d’Artois. Madame de Genlis pronounces a
eulogy on him in her Mémoires. He entered France with eagerness
under the consulate, and died in 1802. He must not be blended
with the Comte de Veudreuil, his contemporary, the same perhaps
to whom Charlevoix was preceptor, who pursued Nelson during the
American war, and who was chief of the squadron at Dominique,
where he commanded the Sceptre, as well as in the engagement
against Admiral Hood. He was wounded on the 12th of April.

CHEVALIER DE.VAUDREUIL.

PrzrrE FraNGo1s R1caUD, Chevalier de Vaudreuil, another
member of that illustrious family, and brother to the last gov-
ernor of Canada, successively lieutentant-governor of Quebec and
governor of Three ;Rivers and Montreal, was born in that city on
the 8th of February, 1704, and married on the 2nd of May, 1733,
at Quebec, Louise Thérése Fleury de La Gorgendi¢re. 'According
to the author of the memoirs, published by the Historical Society
at Quebec, he was a brave soldier, not very ingenious, plain, affable,
beneficent, and capable of risking everything for the service of his
sovereign. He took Fort Massachusetts, achieved a victory over
Colonel Parker on lake St. Sacrement, sunk twenty bateaux, and
took five officers and one hundred and sixty men; destroyed the
preparations of a campaign under the bastions of Fort George;
went to France, where he prevailed on the French ministry~to
despatch Montcalm, De Lévis, Bourlxmaque and Bougainville to
this country; assembled at St. John the army which besieged
Oswego and Ontario, and slid in between the forts, during the
siege, in spite of a corps of troops which were there established
to keep open the connmunication of these two fortresses. The
lagt attempt to detach from the Erglish the Iroquois cantons,
was made through his ministry in 1757. Rigaud de Vaudreuil

#*But for the intrepid defence of the body-guard, and the exertions of the
Marquis de Vaudreuil, who succeeded in reviving in the French guards some
sparks of their ancient loyalty, the king himself and the royal family would
have fallen a prey to the assassins. (Alison’s History of Europe, Vol. L) -
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left with nine cances loaded with presents; and the chief of the
Onnantagués came to meet him with twenty warriors; they saw
him near Oswego. Kach chief was saluted with three volleys of
musketry ; a tent was struck, and the two chiefs were brought
together. There is found in the  Mémoires sur le Canada,” as
well as in the  Sagamos lllustrés,”’ the remaining description of the
conference, which, however, had no effect. He was still living
with his wife, at St. Germain-en-Laye, in 1770.

MONTCALM.

Louis JosepH DE SAINT VERAN, Marquis de Montcalm,
celebrated in history as a brave, bold and intrepid French military
officer, and as the last-commander of the French troops in America,
previous to what is terried the conquest of Canada, was distinguished
for the masterly manner in which he executed the command con-
fided to bim by his sovereign, and more particularly for the stout
and resolute resistence which he made to the English under Wolfe
in 1759, when they attacked the city of Quebec. He was the
descendant of a noble French family (members of which are still
living), and was born in the Chateau of Caudiac, near Nimes, in
1712. He entered the army when fourteen years of age, served in
Italy ag early as 1734, distinguished himself in Germany under
BeHe Isle during the war for the Austrian succession ; Italy again
bccame the scene of his exploits, and there he gained the rank of
colonel in the disastrous battle of Piacenza (1746). In 1756,
" being then a brigadier-general, he was appointed to command the

E  French troops in Canada. He arrived in this country about the

middle of May, and soon after began operations against the English
with great activity and success. Fort (};ntario at Oswego was carried
on 14th August, after a brisk and well-conducted attack. The
next year he forced Fort William Henry at the head of Lake George,
which was held by a garmson of over two thousand five hundred
men, to surrender at discretion, and thus became possessed of forty-
two guns and large stores of ammanition and provisions, which
were invaluable to his nearly destitute army. Scarcity of food had
been oné of his greatest difficulties; the harvest in Canada had
failed, and the French government was reluctant to send out
supplies, which were liable to be captured by the English cruisers.
. Montcalm had, besides, to oppose an enemy far superior in numbers
and discipline to his own troops, which consisted in a great measure *
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of Canadian volunteers. Notwithstanding these disadvantages he
held his ground firmly, when, in the campaign of 1758, the English
under Abercrombie, marched from the south toward the French
dominions. Montcalm occupied the strong position of Ticonderago,
made it still stronger by entrenchments, in constructing which §1e
worked with the common soldiers, and, at the head of about three
thousand six hundred men, awaited the attack of over fifteen
thousand. After a fierce battle, which lasted four hours (July 8,
1758), the British retreated in disorder. The personal bravery
which Montcalm had evinced, increased his popularity among his
soldiers ; and it is believed by many, that if he had received timely
reinforcements, ‘he could have maintained the supremacy of the
French in North America, or held out for a much longer period ;
but the want of energy on the part of the home government, the
searcity of food all over New France, and personal dissensions
between the governor and the military commander, forbade him to
look for much assistance ; and in the midst of victory he expressed
his conviction that in a few months the English would be masters
of the French colonies in America. Resolved, however, to struggle
to the last, and, as he himself said, “to find his grave under the -
ruing of the colony,” he actively prepared for the campaign of
1759. The Engiish, on the other side, spared no exertions to
make their conquest sure; troops were sent from Europe, the
colonial regiments were thoroughly re-organized, and a strong
fleet was to co-operate with the land forces. While Amherst and /4
Prideaux were manceuvering to dislodge the French froxﬁ*the.ir__\x, 3
posts in the vicinity of Kingston, General Wolfe, at the head of P

. eight thousand chosen troops, supported by the fleet in the St.
Lawrence, presented himself before Quebec. The success of the
whole campaign, or more properly the conquest of Canada, depended

~ upon the taking of that city; and to protect it, Montcalm had
concentrated his principal forces on the banks of the Montmorenci
river. Being attacked in front by Wolfe; on July 31, he repelled
him with considerable loss. Wolfe then changed his plans; he
prudently landed his troops by night on the left bank of the St.
Lawrence, above Quebec, climbed the table land that overhangs the
city, and on the morning of 13th September, appeared with his
whole force on the heights of Abraham, in the rear of the French
army. Montcalm flew at once to oppose his advance ; and by ten
o’clock the two armies, nearly equal in numbers, each having fower
than five thousand men, were drawn up in front of one another.
Montcalm led the attack in person, but his troops soon broke before
the deadly fire and unflinching front of the British ; and when
Wolfe, placing himself at the head of the 28th and the Louisbourg
Grenadiers, gave the order to charge with bayonets, the French
fled in every direction. The gallant British general fell in the
moment of triumph. Montcalm, having received one musket ball
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earlier in the action, was mortally wounded while attempting to
rally a body of fugitive Canadians, a few moments after Wolfe
was borne from the field. On being told that his death was near :
“ So much the better,” he said, *‘ I shall not live to see the sur-
render of Quebec.” He died next morning; and his death was
followed by the loss of all Canada, ¢ where his career,” as Bancroft
observes, “had been a wonderful struggle against inexorable
destiny.” He was buried in the Ursuline Convent, on Garden
street, Quebec.
. A public monument to the memory of both Wolfe and Montcalm
was crected at Quebee in 1827, chiefly through the influence of the
Earl of Dalhousie, then governor-general of Canada.

The following inscription and epitaph which we give, was written
by the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres of Paris in
1761, and was inscribed on & monument which that body had
designed to erect in Quebee, but which never reached that city,
the vessel on which it had been embarked having been lost at sea :

’ HEere LIiETH
In either hemisphere to live forever, .
LEWIS JOSEPH DE MONTCALM GOZON,
Marquis of St. Véran, Baron of Gabriac,
Commander of the order of St. Lewis,
Lieutenant General of the French army ;
not less an excellent citizen than soldier,
. who knew no desire but that of
TRUE GLORY;

Happy in a natural Genius, improved by literature ;
Having gone through the several steps of military honors
with an uninterrupted lustre;
skilled in all the arts of war,
the juncture of the times, and the crisis of danger ;

In Italy, in Bohemis, in Germany,
an indefatigable general :

He so discharged his important trusts,
that he seemed always equal to still greater
At length, grown bright with perils,
sent to secure the province of Canada
With a handful of men,
he more than once repulsed the enemy’s forces,
and made himself master of their forts
replete with troops and ammunition.

Inured to cold, hunger, watching and labours,

- unmindful of himself,
he had no sensation but for his soldiers :
An enemy with the fiercest impetuosity;
a victor with the tenderest humanity, -
Adverse fortune he compensated with valour ;
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the want of strength with skill and activity ; ~
and, with his counsel and support,
for four years protracted the impending
fate of the colony.
Having, with various artifices,
long baffled a great army,
headed by an expert and intrepid commander,
and a fleet furnished with all warlike stores,
compelled at length to an engagement,
he fell—in the first rank—in the first onset,
warm with those hopes of religion
which he had always cherished ;
to the inexpressible loss of his own army,
and not without the regret of the enemy’s,
XIV September, A.D. MDCCLIX.
Of his age, XLVIII.
His weeping countrymen
Deposited the remains of their excellent General in a grave
which a fallen bomb in bursting had excavated for him, -
recommending them to the generous faith of their enemies.

LORD AMHERST.

JEFFREY, LORD AMHERST, the commander-in-chief of an army
in America at the conquest of Canada, and one of the bravest and
most experienced officers that ever the nation had the good fortume
to possess, was born in Kent, England, January 29,1717. Having
early discovered a predilection for the military life, he received his
first commission in the army in 1731, and was aid-de-camp to
General Ligonier in 1741, in which character he was present at
the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, and Rocoux. He was afterwards
aid-de-camp to His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, at
the battle of Laffeldt. In 1758, he received orders to return to
England, being appointed for the American service. He sailed
from Portsmouth, 16th March, as major-general, having command
of the troops destined for the siege of Louisbourg. On the 26th
of July following, he captured that place, and without further
difficulty took entire possession of the Island of Cape Breton.
After this event, he succeeded Abercrombie in the command of
the army of North America. In 1759, the vast design of an entire
conquest of Canada was formed. Three armies were to attack at

¢

P b g e B L A ™ A A e e

P

S ] g ey et

€eve
me;




AND PERSONS CONNEOTRED WITH OANADA. 51

nearly the same time all the strongholds of the French in this
country. They were commanded by Wolfe, Amherst and Prideaux.
" General Amherst, in the spring; transferred his head uarters from
: New York to Albany ; but it was not till the 22nd uly that he
" reached Ticonderago, against which place he was to act. On the.
27th this place f:;%(i)nbo'his hands, the enemy having deserted it.
He next took Crown Point, and put his troops in winter quarters
about the last of October. In the year 1760, he advanced against
Canada, embarking on Lake Ontario, and proceeded down the St.
Lawrence. On the 8th of September, M. de Vaudreuil capitu-
lated, surrendering Montreal and all other places within the govern-
ment of Canada. ‘

He continued in the command in America till the latter part of
1763, when he returned to England. The author of the letters of
Junius was his friend, and, September 1760, wrote in his favor.
In 1771, he was made governor of Guernsey, and in 1776, he
was created Baron Amherst of Holmsdale, in the county of Kent.
In 1778, he commanded the army in England. At this period
Lord Sackville, to whom the letters of Junius have been ascribed,
was one of the king’s ministers, and he had been intimate with
Ambherst from early life. In 1782, he received the gold stick from
the king ; but, on the change of the administration, the command )
of the army and the lieutenant-generalship of the ordnance were
put into other hands. 1In 1787, he received another patent of

§ peerage, as Baron Amherst of Montreal. In January, 1793, he
Was again appointed to the command of the army in Great Britain ;
but in 1795 this veteran and very deserving officer was superseded
by H. R. H. the Duke of York, the second son of the king, who
was only in the thirty-first year of his age, and had never seen any

" actual service. The government on this occasion, with a view
to soothe the feelings of the old general, offered him an earldom
and the #ank of field-marshal, both of which he at that time
rejected. The office of field-marshal, however, he accepted in July,
1796, He died without children, at his seat in Kent, August 3,
1793, aged eighty years. . :

WOLFE.

Ir the hearts of the English people and of British Canadians
ever beat with feelings of itude, joy or emotion, it is at the
mention of the name of the gallant, brave, able and generous
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young general, who was appointed to command the expedi-
tion destined to wrest from French power one of the finest
countries on the globe. It has been appropriately called ¢ the
brightest jewel in Britain’s crown”’—the most valuable and loyal
province among her Majesty’s possessions., This renowned hero
braved all dangers to lead on his gallant army to victory, and died
~ the soldier’s death—on the battle-field, the field of glory, the
classic ground known as the Plains of Abraham. Wolfe has
established for himself a name and an immortality of fame which
can never be tarnished while the British empire endures. He is
our hero; he won for .us all that we possess; and Canadians
should ever gratefully regard the memory of him who first brought
their country under the sway of constitutional monarchy.

James Wolfe was born at Westerham, Kent, on the 15th of
January, 1726. His father, Edward Wolfe, was an officer in the
British 'army—some biographers call him lieutenant-general; his
son’s monument at Greenwich styles him only colonel.

_ A commission was obtained for James at an early age. In 1747
he was present at the battle of Lafeldt, and had the good fortune
to distinguish himself by his presence of mwind at a ecritical
juncture. The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle restored peace to Europe
in the course of the next year; but Wolfe found means to kecp
alive the favorable impression which he had made on the minds of
‘his superior officers in action, by the skill and attention evinced by
him in the irksome routine duties of training and preserving
discipline. The precision with which the six British battalions of
infantry performed their evolutions on the field of Minden (1759),
and the firmness with which they kept their ground, when exposed,
in consequence of Lord George Sackville’s dilatoriness in bringing
up the cavalry, were in a great measure attributed to the exertions
of Wolfe. During the seven years of peace which succeeded
1748, he gradually rose to the rank of lieutenant-colonel.

Hostilities re-commenced between France and Great Britain in
1755; and, in 1757, Wolfe was appointed quartermaster-general
to the forces, under Sir John Mordaunt, intended to attack
Rochefort. While the military and paval commanders of that
mismanaged expedition were wasting time in idle controversy,
Wolfe landed, one night, and advanced twe miles into the country.
His report of the absence of any obstacles to a descent, and his
urgent recommendations that it should be made, were disregarded ;

but they became known to the great Pitt, and were the main.

reason for his afterwards selecting Wolfe to command in Canada.
In 1758, Wolfe was sent, with the rank of brigadier-general,
on the expedition against Cape Breton, in whick Boscawen
commanded the sea, and Ambherst the land forces. The brunt of
the French fire in landing before Louisbourg was borne by the left
division under Wolfe, the attacks by the centre and right divisions
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being mere feints to distract- the enemy. The subsequent opera-
tions of the siege were also, in a great measure, conducted by
Wolfe ; and it was an honorable trait in the character of Amherst,
that, in his dispatches, he allowed his brigadier the full credit of
the action. The landing was effected on the 8th of June; Louis-
bourg surrendered on the 26th of July. Wolfe soon afterwards
returned to England.

In 1759, the memorable expedition which afterwards shed such
lustre on the British arms, was fitted out against Quebec by Pitt,
who had resolved to deprive the French crown of its most impor-
tant settlements in America. The command of the sea forces was
entrusted to Saunders ; the command of the land forces (7,000
men including provincials), to Wolfe. The expedition arrived at
the Isle of Orleans on the 26th of June; the fort of Niagara had
been surrendered to the English under Amherst the ‘day before.
In August Wolfe issued a proclamation to the Canadian peasants,
. informing them that the forces were masters of the river; while a

- powerful army, under General Amherst, threatened their country
from the interior ; calling upon them to observe a strict neutrality
during the struggle between the French and English crowns, and
promising to protect them in their possessions and in the exercise
of their religion. These promises he most faithfully kept.
Montealm had concentrated all the forces he could raise ‘in the
province of Quebec, and had completed his fortifications in a
masterly manner. The months of July and August were spent in
repeated unsuccessful attempts to drive the French from their
advantageous post at the Falls of Montmorenci; and here the
English suffered a repulse, on attempting to effect a landing in the
vicinity. :

On the night between the 12th and 13th of September, 1759,
Wolfe landed his troops immediately above Quebec, and, favored
by the night, ascended .the steep acclivities to the Plains of
Abraham, which command that city from the west. Montcalm,
when he learned that the English were in possession of these -
heights, saw at once that nothing but a battle could save the city;
and he took his measures accordingly. The battle was strenuously
contested, but the French at.length gave way. The carnage was
frightful ; both sides suffered severely; but, from all ac-
counts, we believe the French most ; this is attributed to some
negligence of the French officers, and to the feebleness of
their men, who had long suffered from want. Indeed, the French
goverment never took much pains to retain so valuable a depea-
déncy. They never knew how precious Canada really was, until
they lost it. DBut to retarn to the fight. Both Montcalm and
Wolfe fell in the action, and their seconds in command were both
dangerously wounded, and were obliged to leave the field before
the fate of the day was decided. Montcalm lingered for a day or
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two; but the young, gallant and intrepid Wolfe, expired almost
immediately. Tradition and history have it, that, while he lay
wounded on the field of battle, the cry, “They run !” arose along
theline. Ashe was raised from the ground he asked, ¢ Who run ?”
“The French,” was the reply. He seemed to feel satisfied ; he had
accomglished the purpose for which he had been sent. The
French I’ (then he added) “I die happy !” And falling down, he
instantly expired. .

Five days after the action, Quebec capitulated, and Canada was
forever lost to France. ‘

The feature of Wolfe’s character most dwelt upon by his contem-
poraries, was his ardent and fearless spirit of enterprise. His skill
as a disciplinarian, however, the pains he took to ascertain the real
state of affairs at Rochefort, and the arguments by which he
supported the proposal of a descent—and, above all, his letter
addressed to the prime minister from his head quarters at Mont-
morenci, on the 2nd of September—show that this quality waa
combined with an observant and deliberate mind. Enterprise was
with Wolfe the result of perfect and laboriously attained knowledge
of his position.

It is to be regretted that the correspondence of Wolfe, which is
known to exist, has not been given to the world. It would be
instructive to military men; for his character as a soldier was
almost perfect, though the field in which histalents were developed
was a narrow one. The task ~of writing his life was undertaken
by Southey, and afterwards by Gleig ; but relinguished by both
from unexplained difficulties which intervened. Michaud, jeune,
is in error when he says, in the ¢ Biographie Universelle,” that
the “ Life and Correspondence of Wolfe”-was published at
Londor in 1827; it was only announced. The author of the
article, “ Wolfe, James,” in the < Encyclopzdia Americana,” has,
without acknowledgment, copied Michaud’s sketch, and has
retained this mistake' with others. The only correct materials for
the Life of Wolfe are contained in the first three volumes of the
“ Annual Register,” (edited by Burke), in a very shallow ¢« Life
of General James Wolfe,’— attempted according to the rules of
eloquence,’—by a writer who designates himself “ J. P.,”” published
in 1760; and in a work published at Montreal a short time since,
by John Lovell, and written by Mr. Andrew Bell.

The death of Wolfe made a deep impression in England. The
most touching instance is mentioned by Burke. A little circum.
stance was talked of that time, and it deserves to be recorded, as
it shows a fineness of sentiment and a justness of thinking in the
lower kind of people, which is rarely met with even amongst persons
of education. The mother of General Wolfe wasan object marked
out for pity'by great and peculiar distress; the public wound
pierced her mind with a peculiar affliction, for she had in him
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experienced the dutiful son, the amiable domestic character ; whilst
the world admired the accomplished officer. Within a few months
she had lost hew husband; she now lost her son, her only child.
The populace of the village, where she lived, unanimously agreed
to admit of no illuminations or fireworks, or any other sign of
rejoicing whatever, near her house; lest they should seem, by an
ill-timed triumph, to exult over her grief. There was a justness
in this; and whoever knows the people, knows that they made no
small sacrifice on this occasion. But in mostlg all other parts of
the United Kingdom great rejoicings took place at the fall of -
Quebec, saddened though they were by the death of the conqueror.
James Wolfe fell in his thirty-fourth year. His remains were
conveyed to England, and interred at Greenwich. A monument
was erected to his memory, in 1760, by the gentlemen of his native
parish; a public monument in Westminster Abbey was voted b,
the House of Commons, and opened to the public in«1759;* a-
marble statue was voted by the Assembly of Massachusetts; a
monument was erected by the Province of Lower Canada on the
spot where he fell on the Plains of Abraham; and, on 1ts decay,
another (still standing) was raised by Sir B. D’Urban, the then
commander-in-chief of the forces in Canada, and other military
officers in the colony.

-

PONTIAC.

PoNTiAc, a celebrated chief of the Ottawa tribe of Indians,
who, removing from the valley of the great river of that name,
* settled near Michilimackinac. An ally of the French, he resisted

*In this the major-general is represented as endeavoring to close, with his
hand, the wound made in his breast, while he is supported by a gregadier. An
angel iz seen in the clouds, holding a wreath ready to crown the expiring hero.
On the pyramid is represented, in relief, the faithful Highland serjeant who
attended him; and his sorrow at witnessing the agonies of his dying master
is so pathetically expressed, that a spectator can scarcely view the sculpture
onmoved. In the front, in alto-relief, is depicted the landing at Quebec, with a
view of the precipices which the troops had to ascend before the enemy could be
attacked. The inscription is as follows :-— .

‘ To the memory of James Wolfe, Major-General and Commander-in-Chief of
the British Land Forces on an expedition against Quebec, who, after surmounting,
by ability and valour, all obstacles of art and nature, was [slain in the moment
of victory, on the 13th of September, 1759, the King and the Parliament of
Great Britain dedicate this monument.” .
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the efforts of the English to gain possession of their forts, after -

the fall of Quebec in 1759-60. In June, 1763, he matured a bold
and cox‘l:]prehensive plan for the extinotion of English power, by
the simultaneous.capture of the extensive chain of forts reaching
from lake Michigan to the Niagara. Nine forts were attacked on the
same day, and their garrisons either massacred or dispersed. De-
troit was besieged by Pontiac himself; but the attack failed, an
Indian woman having discovered the plot and revealed it. The
siege was, nevertheless, maintained for nearly twelve months, until
the garrison was relieved by Colonel Bradstreet. Niagara was not
attacked, and Pittsburg was saved by Colonel Boquet. Pontiac
- afterwards professed friendship for tie English ; but an English

~spy having discovered in a speech symptoms of treachery, stabbed
him to the heart and.fled. His loss was greatly deplored, for he
was a man of singular sagacity, daring courage, and statesmanlike

views. The c'o’unty\aé‘ Pontiac in Lower Canada is called after -

this renowned chief, *

Aourear Sie CHARLES SAUNDERS, K.B.

Tais distinguished naval officer, whose name is allied with that
of the ever glorious Wolfe, in the memorable undertaking of the
siege of Quebec, as the commander of the squadron destined to
act in connection with that of the army, was descended from a
good Scottish family ; and being destined both by nature and for-
tune for the sea, he early entered into the pavy of his country.
He fought his way onward nobly, mastering every difficulty, sur-
mounting all obstacles, until he finally rose to the highest honors
in the service. He was one of the most gallant, intrepid and
brave officers in his Majesty’s navy, a fact which is verified b
his being one of Lord Anson’s lieutenants, and taking part witg
that highly distinguished nobleman in many of his most daring and
distinguished actions. Sir Charles was celebrated for his great
bravery and for his gallant defence of the Yarmouth, while in
her command in 1747. This it was that gave him his well-earned
reputation, and ensured the command of the brilliant fleet destined
for the capture of Quebec in 1759. It was one of the finest
armaments ever fitted out in England,; and well able to dope with
the dangerous service in which it was employed. It rendered the
greatest assistance to Wolfe in his undertaking,—bombarded the

5 =4

(VI -}

Q3

pmg

—
e



AND PERSONS CONNECTED WITH CANADA. 57

town and nearly shattered it to pieces. Every one must admire
the remarkable skill of the admiral as he combatted with the-
numerous dangers which French ingenuity set forth,—particularly
when the fire-ships were dispatched to destroy his fleet. All must
award to him the merit of being one of the most devoted and
loyal servants of his king. Happily his services met with their
reward. His Majesty, in the following year, appointed himp Lieu-
tenant-General of Marines; in 1765, a Lord of the Admiralty,
and in 1766, First Lord of the Admiralty. He was also returned
to Parliament. His death occurred in December, 1775.

Py

BOURLAMAQUE.

A BRIGADIER-GENERAL of Montcalm, and a most chivalrous
soldier. He came to Capada as colonel of engineers. He com-
manded the left wing of the army at Carillen, gwhere he was
wounded), as well as at Montmorenci, the Plains of Abraham and

at St. Foy. He afterwards was elevated to the governorship of
Guadeloupe, where he died.

MAJOR-GENERAL BRADDOCK,

Epwarp BraDDOCK, a brave and able, but unfortunate officer,
who was commander-in-chief of the British army in America in
1755. The disastrous event which has made his name memorable
in history, was owing to his contempt of the enemy, and his
neglect to provide against surprise. Conducting in person the
expedition against Fort Du_Quesne, he was attacked on the 8th
July, when about seven miles distant from the fort, by a con-
cealed enemy, who fired upon him from the shelter of the tall
grass and the surrounding trees. The attempt to rally the troops
was fruitless. All his officers except, George Washington, fell.
He himself received a mortal wound, and expired a few days
after at Dunbar, forty miles distant from the field. The entire
loss of the British was seven hundred men.

- 8
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JOSEPH FRANCIS LAFITAU. |

A cELEBRATED French ecclesiastic and missionary, who was a
native of Bourdeaux, and was employed as a missionary among
the savage Indian tribes in Canada and North America, during
the French occupation of this country. On his return to Europe,
he published a work entitled “ Maurs des Sanvages Américains
comparées aur Mours des premicrs Temps ;” Paris, 1734 : 4 vols.
4to. Hedied in 1740. His brother, Peter, also a Jesuit, became
a celebrated mau in his native country. 2 .

-

ADMIRAL CHARLES HOLMES,

¥
l

A BRAVE and experienced naval commander, who fought many
gallant battles, and served his country for a lengthened time
before he gained a flag. In 1758, he displayed great skill, tact,
shrewdness and courage, in forcing the French and Austrian gar-
rison to abandon the city of Embden. For this he received many
marks of royal favor, and in the next year, in conjunction with
Sir Charles Saunders, was appointed to the command of the naval
squadron destined for the capture of the ancient city of Quebec,
in which he performed good service, and in 1760 was entrusted
with the command of the station at Jamaica, where he died in
1761. =

BOUGAINVILLE.

Lours ANTOINE BOUGAINVILLE, a French navigator, distin-
guished for his maritime discoveries. He was born at Paris in
1729. He studied at the university with a view to practising at
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the bar, and was admitted a counsellor of the Parliament of Paris.
He paid particular attention to the study of mathcmatics, and in
1752 he published « Traité du Calen! Intégral, pour servir de suite
a U Analyse des Infiniments Petits ;” 2 vols. 4to. - In 1753, he
entcred as an adjutaut in the provincial battalion fof Picardy, and
he became aide-de-camp to General Chevert, who commanded the |
camp of Sarre-Louis in 1754. He then went to London as Secre-
tary of Embassy, and was made a Fellow of the Royal Society..
On his return he rejoined Chevert, and ‘afterwards served in this
. country under the Marquis de Montcalm. He was sent to France,
~ in 1756, to demand reinforcéments for the defence of the colony,
and he returned -to Canada in 1759, haviog received the rank of
colonel, and the decoration of Knight of St. Louis. At the cap-
ture of Quebec he distinguished himself to. a great extent, and
afterwards returned home, and in 1761 he was cmployed in Ger-
many as aide-de-camp to M. de Choiseul Stainville. ~ Peace taking
place, he engaged in the naval service. In 1763, he was employed
to make a settlement at the Malouine Islands, but this project was
frustrated in consequence of their being claimed by the Spaniards ;

{ . Bouygainville was therefore charged with the duty of restoring

them to Spain, for which purpose he sailed with a'small flect from
St. Malo, November 15, 1766. Having executed his mission,
he sailed into the south seas, and visited the Society Islands, the
New Hebrides, New Guinea, and other places; and he returned to
St. Malo, March 16, 1769, having enriched geography with a
great number of discoveries. His relation of his voyage round
“the world was published in 1771. He commanded with distine-
tion ships of the line in “the American war; in 1779, he was
made a commodore, and the following year he obtained further
promotion. He was employed to allay the disturbances at Brest
in 1690, but his services on that occasion were ineffectual. At
length he retired from professional employment, after having
L scrved his country in the army and navy with great reputation,
. during more than forty years. In 1796 he was elected-a member of
the geographical section of the Institute, and afterwards a mem-
ber of the Bureau des Longitudes. He was made a senator on
" the creation of that body by the state. His death took place
August 31, 1811. Commersau, who accompanied him in his voy-
age round the world as botanist, gave his name to a new genus of
plants, Buganvillza, of the family of nyctogenea, or night-blowing
flowers.
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Stk JAMES DOUGLAS, Bagrt.,,

A CELEBRATED naval commander, who took part in the first battle
of Quebec, was deputed to convey the news of the surrender of
that city to the king, and on that occasion his Majesty knighted
him for the welcome news. Douglas commanded the fleet at the
Lceward Islands in 1761; had a broad pendant at the siege of
Martinico in 1762 ; was created a baronet for his eminent services.
in June, 1786 ; and died in 1787, D

A S

MAJOR-GENERAL BRADSTREET.

JouN BRADSTREET, a major-general in the British army, who
fought in this country and distinguished himself as a brave and
gallant officer in the first American war, was in 1746 Lieutenant-
Governor of St. John’s, Newfoundland. He was afterwards
distinguished for his military services. It was thought of the
highest importance, in the year 1756, to keep open the communi-
cation with Fort Oswego on Lake Ontario. General Shirley
accordingly enlisted forty companies of boatmen, each consisting of’
fifty men, for transporting stores to the fort from Schenectady, and
placed them under the command of Bradstreet, who was an active
and vigilant officer, and inured to the hardships to which the service
exposed him. In the beginning of the spring of this year, a small
stockaded post, with twenty-five men at the carrying place, was cut
off. 'It became necessary to pass through the country with large
squadrons of boats, as the enemy infested the passage through the
Onondaga river. On_ his return from Oswcgo, July 3, 1756,
Colonel Bradstreet, who was apprehensive of being ambushed,
ordered the several divisions to proceed as near each other
as possible. He was at the head of about three hundred boatmen
in the first division, when, at a distance of nine miles from the port,
the enemy rose from their ambuscade and attacked them. He
instantly landed upon a small island, and with but six men, main-
tained his position until he was reinforced. A general engagement
ensued, in which Bradstreet with gallantry rushed upon a more
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numerous cnemy and entircly routed them, killing and wounding
about two hundred men ; his own loss was about thirty. In the
year 1758 he was entrusted with the command of three thousand
men, on an expedition against Fort Frontenac, which was planned
by himself. He embarked at Oswego, on Lake Ontario, and on the
evening of August 25th, landed within a mile of the fort. On the
27th it was surrendered to him. Forty pieces of cannon, and a vast
quantity of -provisions and merchandise, with one hundred and ten
prisoners, fell into his hands. The fort and pine armed vessels,
and such stores as could not be removed, werc destroyed. -In
August, 1764, he advanced with a considerable force towards thce
Indian country, and at Presque Isle compelled the Delawares,
Shawnese, and other Indians, to accept terms of peace. He was
appointed major-general May 26, 1772.  After rendering important
services to this country, he died at New York, October 21, 1774.

MAJOR-GENERAL PRIDEAUX.

Mosr of our readers are no doubt aware that when the campaign
of 1759 was resolved on by the great statesman, Pitt, four general
officers were selected by him to attack the country at four separate
parts. Amherst was to have the general command, and assault
Montreal by way of Lake Champlain and the Richelieu ; Wolfe was
destined to enter by the broad St. Lawrence, and take Quebec;;
Stanwix to conquer the French posts between Pittsburg and Lake
Erie; and to Prideaux was entrusted the important command to
reduce Fort Niagara, then one of the most formidable in the
country. In selecting these four officers, nearly all of a young
age, Pitt was actuated by no influence or feeling except his deep
sense of the fitness, ability and merit of each for the command and
service éntrusted to them ; and he was not wrong in his calcula-
tion, as history assures us : each proved himself well worthy of °
the confidence that extraordinary man placed in them. But, sad to
relate, Wolfe, although having achieved a brilliant conquest, ex-
pired in the moment of victory, and did not live to receive the
honors that would have been awarded him by a grateful king and
country, had he returned to England. Unhappily, such was also
the fate of the brave and gallant Prideaux, 4 young and distin-
guished officer, having been born in the year 1718, and descended
from an old and time-honored family of the county of Devon,
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England. His carcer was excessively brilliant. He early entered
‘the army, and served with the Ist Regiment of Foot Guards (now
Grenadier Guards), and was present at the battle of Dettingen.
His bravery, skill and ingenuity, were of such an elevating character
that he speedily attained the high rank he held at his death, and
was colonel of the 55th Rcmmeut

When the expedition to capturc Canada was decided on, he had
_ risen for one so young to such eminence in his profession that Pitt
himself selected him as an officer to whom he could entrust the
command of onc division of the army, for the purpose before
mentioned. )

The campaign was opencd by General Prideaux’s movement on
Niagara. This fortress, situated at the mouth of the river of that
name, as we mentioned before, was one of the strongest the French
possessed, and was commanded by M. Pouchet, who bad a superior
forece within, but not sufficient to meet those of Prideaux.

The British army cffected a landing on the 7th July, notwith-
standing the harassing fire of the enemy, and at once summoned
Pouchet to surrender, which he refused, having secretly sent for
reinforcements to Frontenac and Detroit previously.  Nothing
remained for the young gencral but to compel him to do so by all
means in his power, .md he opened a tremendous firc with his
artillery against the fort. On the 11th he defeated a sortie, and
on the 19th, when the aid arrived from Frontenac, compelled the
schooner which carried it to remain out on the lake, for fear of his
artillery. He had planned a form of operations, and was busil
carrying a portion of them out, on the evening of the 19th, in the
trenches, when he was killed by the bumtm" of a_cohorn,—the
command falling on Sir William Johnson, the second in command,
who subsequently carried- the fort, following out the operatwns
laid down by his predecessor. '

By the death of this brave and distinguished officer, the king
lost one of his best subjects, and the country ome of its ablest
_soldiers and defenders. His premature loss inflicted a heav
blow on those whom he left behind him ; as, indepeudently of his
high military character, he was a person of eminent merit both in
his social as well as his professional life, and his family were
hereaved of a parent-before his children could well apprecmte the
severity of their loss.

Hehad marriedEtizabeth; daughter of Colonel Rolt, and sister
of Sir Edward Bayntum Rolt Bart R.N., by whom he had threc
sons and one daughter.




AND PERSONS CONNECTED WITH CANADA.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL STANWIX.

JouN STANWIX, one of the general officers selected by Pitt to
accompany the expedition for the capture of Canada, in 1759.

He had entered the army in 1706, and served in it thirty-nine
years before he obtained the rank of licutenant-colonel. He had
been deputy quartermaster-general ; and, just prior to his proceed-
ing to America, had been made major-general. To him was
entrusted the conquest of the French posts from Pittsburg to Lake
Erie, in which he greatly distinguished himself; so much so,
indeed, that in 1761 he was appointed "a licutenant-general, and
became colonel of the king’s regiment. He was also returned to
Partiament. He unfortunately lost his life in 1766, on his pussage
from Ireland to England, and was deeply regretted by his many
friends in and out of thew.

LORD VISCOUNT HOWE.

IN writing the present work on the lives of the celebrated men
who have at any time been connected with- Canada, we would be
doing a grievous wrong and infringing the object and rules of the
work, were we to neglect to insert a notice of the above brave,
intrepid and distinguished officer, who gave up his life’s blood to
conquer,this colony, and preserve it to the king whom he served so
nobly and so constantly, and who, in point of youth and ability in
the expedition, was second only to the immortal Wolfe.

George Augustus Viscount Howe was the eldest son of Sir
E. Scrope, the second Viscount, and of Sophia Charlette,
daughter of the Hanoverian Baron of Kielmansegge, and Mas-
ter of the Horse to George I. He early entered into the military
- service, and speedily rose to distinction. On the several expe-
ditions sent out to_America with the object of conquering Canada
from the French, Lord Howe was sclectel to command one of the
divisions, and he accordingly accompanied them out, and for some
time, in 1757, commanded at Halifax ; but on Abercrombie being so
injudiciously appointed to the commandership-in-chief, Howe was
attached to his army in command of a party, and would, no doubt,
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speedily have risen to the highest honors which hisking and his coun-
try could have bestowed upon him (having already displayed great
courage, skill and efficiency in the dangerous service in which he
‘'was employed), had not cruel fate ordained otherwise. On the 5th
July, 1758, the rash Abercrombie determined on assaulting and

king Fort Ticonderago—a post well armed, and with a superior
%};’ within it ; but his ambition was roused, and 'not heeding the

se countels of his aids, persisted in his obstinate course. He
failed, and miserably so, and by his failure entailed a heavy loss in
his ranks; besides, the brave, intrepid and youthful Howe had
fallen, whilst doing his utmost to carry out the wishes of his com-
manding officer. The. grief of all for this young officer’s loss was
inconsolable, and not a few of those whom he had commanded
shed bitter and sad tears over his early bier, to think if he had
lived what he would have been ; his talents were of such a high
character, and his services were held in such grateful remem-
brance, that monuments were erected on the place where he had so
gallantly fallen, and in Westminster Abbey, by the State of
Massachusetts.

MARQUIS TOWNSHEND.

FIiELD-MARSHAL, THE R1cHT HONORABLE THE MOST NOBLE,
THE MARQUIS TOWNSHEND, was a distinguished nobleman, upon
whom fell the command of the army on the fall of Wolfe, was
the eldest son of the third Viscount Townshend, whom he suc-
ceeded as fourth Viscount, in May, 1767. He wasborn on the
28th of February, 1724, and was godson to King George I

He entered the army at an early age, and served and fought
under George 1. at the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, Culloden,
and Laffeldt; and when the expedition to Canada under Wolfe was
named, he was appointed to command a division. After the first
battle. of Abraham’s Plains and the death of Wolfe, he took com-
mand of the army, and saw it safely within the walls of Quebec, and
chiefly promoted the capitulation of De Ramsay. He then re-
turned to England, and left the command in the able hands of
General Murray. He afterwards attained the rank of a field-
marshal and colonel of the second regiment of Dragoon Guards;
was also a privy councillor, high steward of Tamworth, Yar-
mouth and Norwich, governor of Jersey, and master-general of
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the Ordnance. He also administered the government of Treland
as lord-lieutenant, in 1767. )

His lordship married twice; firstly in 1751, to Lady Charlotte
Compton, only surviving daughter of the Earl of Northampton.
Her ladyship died in 1770 ; secondly, in 1773, Anne, daughter and

- co-heir of Sir William Montgomery, Baronet, by both of whom he
had a numerous family. His demise took place on the 14th of
September, 1807.

. Hon. ROBERT MONCKTON.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL: THE HoNoRABLE ROBERT MONCKTON,
a brave and distinguishéd igeneral, who led one of the divi-
sions, and was wounded ati the battle of the Plains of Abraham
in 1759 ; upon him the command should have fallen when Gen-
eral Townshend proceeded to England, had it not been for his
wound, and his having to go'to New York to a more genial climate.
He was the second son of the first Viscount Galway, by Elizabeth,
daughter of John, second Duke of Rutland.

General Monckton did not return to Canada, but became gov-
ernor and commander-in-chief of New York, and subsequently
governor of Berwick and Haly Fsland. His demise occurred on
the 3rd of May, 1782. BRI .

<

Hox. JAMES MURRAY.

. OF all the men who have served and fought for Canada, no one

deserves more highly to be remembered, or is more entitled to our
esteem and gratitude than tle brave and valorous general, whose
name graces the head of this notice. But for him and his judicious,
manly and exemplary conduct, Great Britain would not so easily
have obtained possession of Canada.

General Murray was a son of the fourth Lord Elibank. He
early entered into the service of his country, and served for some

.9
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time on the continent of Europe. On the expedition being fitted
out for the conquest of \Canada, he was included in it, and led a
brigade at the battle of the Plains of Abrasham, and the siege of
Quebec. In this high position he did much to contribute to the
brilliant victory which the British arms achieved. On. the tak-
ing of Quebee, Wolfe being dead, Monckton wounded, and the Mar-
ch' Townshend having to depart for England, the command of
the city and forces was judiciously intrusted to General Murray.
He accordingly assumed the charge, and at once did everything
which he possibly could for the defence of the city against the
anticipated attack of General De Lévis. Twelve redoubts and
outposts were_ erected around Quebec, and he laid in an ample
supply of provisions for the ensuing winter. These were all wise and
prudent measures, and were no mean proof of the skill and foresight
of the general. Indeed, it required all his vigilance to preserve the
city. The first days of spring brought De Lévis and his army,
consisting of twelve thousand men, while that of Murray amounted
only to three thousand five hundred, two-thirds of whom had been
enfeebled with disease. ~Nevertheless, his gallant and chivalrous
spirit did not shrink from encountering such a superior force, and
on the 28th of April, he sallied bravely forth from the gates and

. ancient battlements of Quebec to offer the enemy battle. De

Lévis was encamped and taken by surprise, but he speedily formed
his men in column) and a general battle took place, now known as
the ¢ Second Battlec of Quebec.” This contest was even more
fiercely maintained than the first, and the raking fire kept up by
the superior force of the French army under the able leadership
of De Lévis, produced such telling effect, that Murray ordered a
retreat, carrying with him all his wounded, to the number of seven
hundred, but leaving his guns behind. He has been much con-
demned for sacrificing his men, and attacking such a large and
superior force, and has therefore been designated “rash” and “hot-
headed”” ; but whoever surveys that record of our history cilmly
and dispassionately; cannot but admire the man and his brave and
intrepid conduct. He did his duaty, and performed it better
than could have been expected ; for he.left eighteen hundred of
the enemy dead on the field, and only lost about three hundred of
his own men, his coolness and self-possession having much intimi-
dated the French. Now, however, he had a greater care entrusted
to him, the number of wounded, and the defence of the city, with
#a small and decreased force within the walls, and an overwhelming
one without, battering away at the devoted walls of the ancient
city to compel him to capitulate. Yet he lost not his self-possession,
but, as gallantly and devotedly as before, took “all measures and
precautions to secure the city ; that was now his sole thought—that
his sole object ; and his efforts were crowned with success. Aid
arrived from England, and the French were compelled to beat a
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precipitate retreat, while the gallant Murray still held Quebec.
On the 14th of Juue he left that city and proceeded to Montreal,
there to join Lord Amherst with the main army, and to force the
remnant of the French to capitulate, and thus sever the connection
of France with Canada forever. They succeeded, and the French
forces were allowed to march out with#all the honors of war.

Shortly after Murray’s return to Québee, he was appointed the
first governor-general of the province, and he .continued in this
.high office till 1767. During ‘his administration, the form of
government and the laws to be observed in the new colony were
promulgated ; the many evils that arose therefrom caused much
dissatisfaction among the French people, and Governor Murray did
all in his power to alleviate the discontented feeling, but with only
partial success. Nevertheless, he won the good will and esteem of
the whole French race in Canada, and lost that of a part of his
countrymen, because he would not conform to their prejudices
against the poor natives and those of French origin. He left for
England on leave of absence ; but when he arrived there he was
appointed to a much better field for his talents and abilities, and
he accordingly resigned his connection with Canada.

General Murray was subsequently distinguished for his gallant,
though unsuccessful defence of Minorea, in 1781, against the Due
de Crillon, at the head of a large Spanish and French force. De
Crillon, despairing of success, endeavored to corrupt the gallant
Scott, “and offered him the sum of one million sterling for the
surrepder of the fortress. Indignant at the attempt, General
Murray immediately addressed the following letter to the duke —

“ Forr St. PRILLIP, 16th October, 1781

“When your brave ancestor was desired by his sovereign to
assassinate the Duke de Guise, he retuxned the answer which you
should have thought of when you attempted to assassinate the
character of a man whose birth is as illustrious as your own, or that
of the Duke de Guise. I can have no further communication with
you but in arms. If you have any humanity, pray send clothing
for your unfortunate prisoners in my possession ; leave it at a
distance to be taken up for them, because I will admit of no contact
for the future, but such as is hostile to the most inveterate degree.”

To this the Duc replied : —
“Your letter restores each of us to our places ; it confirms in

¥ me the high opinion which I have always had of you. I accept
your last proposal with pleasure.”

In June, 1794, he ended a long and honorable career in the
service of his country, in which he had risen to much distinction ;
but perhaps not more than his services, high talents and abilities
desgrv‘ed. As a soldier he stood foremost in the army, and had

.
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won his way by his own merit and his own good sword, owing
nothing to influence. As a genuine Christian officer, he was
esteemed by all good men, and ever distinguished for his humanity
and readiness to relieve the oppressed. ~

A singular incident is related by Haydyn, id his, “ Book of
Dignities,” concerning this good and honorable man. He says
- that after his death, on his corpse being opened for the purpose of
being embalmed, many bullets, by which he had been wounded
both in Germany and America, were extracted. . His remains were
privately interred in Westminister Abbey. ', ~

GENERAL THOMAS GAGE.

THE last appointed Governor of Massachusetts by the king. . He
accompanied General Braddock to Amegrica, and was present when-
* thatofficer was killed. In 1760 he was made Governor of. Montreal,
and in 1763 was appointed commander-ir-chief of the British
forces in North America, in succession to Gereral Amherst. In
1774 he was appointed Governor of Massachusetts, in which office
he rendered himself very obnoxious to the people by his arbitrary
proceedings ; and in the following year the Provincial Congress
-disqualified him from serving as governor.  Soon after he returned
to England, where he died in 1787.

DUC DE LEVIS,

MarsHAL Duc DE LEvis, although only ¢ Chevalier de Lévis ”
during the time he fought under Montcalm in this country, held
the rank of second in command. He was a most brave and chival-
rous general, whom Garneail - declares superior in many respects
to Montealin’; born in 1720, at the Chatean d’Anjac en Languedoc,
the same birthplace ‘as Levy de Ventadour, who was Viceroy of
New France in 1625. He had early adopted the glorious profession,
to which he was an honor.and a credit ; he energetically mastered
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every difficulty that lay in his way, or obstructed the fulfilment of
his desire to become a perfect soldier; and the result showed how
well he had accomplished the task which he had imposed on himself,
He_took part at the battle of Carillon, where he commanded the
right division ; as also at Montmorenci, where the French repulsed
Wolfe in his endeavor to gain the fortified camp that covered
Quebec. He was, however, absent at Montreal, when the first battle
of Quebec was fought ; and therefore, when Montcalin fell, could not
take the command. This was an unfortunate cireumstance for the
French, as they had no one in whom they could place so much
confidence as in their recognized leader, De Lévis; the army,
consequently, fell into confusion, and the English.gained the
victory. At the second battle of Quebec,* which took placenear
St. Foy, and where he had gathered the rempant of the French
army with the ostensible purpose of wresting Quebec from Murray’s
hands, hc commanded, and achicved a victory over Murray ; but
this so-called victory was not so complete as to prevent the latter
from still holding the city. De Lévis, elated by his success, still
kept near Quebec until spring, when, on reinforcements arriving
from England, he had to beat a hasty retreat to Montreal; and
-even there he would have held out against the English until the very
last, had not De Vaudreuil wisely capitulated.” He returned to
France, and again sought active service. In 1762 we find him at the
battle of Johannisbourg, where the Prince of Cohdé obtained a signal
victory over the forces of Prince Ferdinand. In 1783, the govern-
ment of Artois, as a reward for his services, ereated him a French
Marshal, and in the next year, a Duke and Peer of France. . He
died in 1787, whilst endeavoring to uphold the State of Arras

GENERAL SIMON FRASER,

BETTER known in Canada as Colonel Fraser of Fraser’s High
landers, was tht son of the celchrated thirtcenth Lord Lovat,
who was bcheaded at Tower Hill, in 1747, for his participation in
the Scotch rising of 1745. General Fraser, in his earlier days, had
been himself an adherent of Charles Edward ; but subsequently
obtaining a free pardon, and the seventy-eighth regiment, or Fraser’s
Highlanders having been formed of the Scottish clans, he joined

L
*A very handsome monument has been erected at St. Foy, principally through
the efforts of Dr. P. M, Bardy, Quebec, to commemorate.this battle.
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them as their licutenant-colonel, bringing with him into the
regiment seven hundred of his clan. They served at Louisbourg,
and at Montmorenci and the Plains, where their bravery and gal-
lantry were conspicuous ; indeed, the victory achicved by England
on the Plains of Abraham was not a little owing te the hardy High-
land_ regiments led on by Colonel Fraser. In 1762 they were
.-engaged in the defence of Portugal, where they gained fresh
- honors. In 1782 the General died, having attained the high rank
he held, and distinguished himself as a brave and gallant officer.

Hox. CHIEFJUSTICE GREGORY.

WiILLIAM GREGORY .was the first chief-justice of the province
of Quebec. Little or nothing is known of him ; whether he came
from the English colenies or England, we arc unable to tell. His
commission bears date 24th August, 1764; and Smith, in his
History of Canada, says he was recalled during the year by order
of General Murray. There was a William Gregory in 1775, an
associate judge for the Superior Court in South Carolina, under
the royal government, and it is likely that he was the same
individual. He was succecded hcre in the chief-justiceship by
William Hey, September 25th, 1766.

BARON MESERES.

THIs literary veteran was born in London, 15th December,
1731, of a family orginally French, but settled there on the revoca-
tion of the Edict of Nantes. His grandfather was one of five
brothers, who were unequally divided, when the call was made on
them for an avowal of their religious principles, three of them ad-.
hering to the Protestant faith, the other two, the head of the fami-
Iy and the physician, quitting it for the doctrines established by
law : and what is remarkable, the three who thus distinguished
themselves were officers in the French king’s service. The baron’s
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grandfather was well received by William the Third, served
under him in Ireland, and was employed by him in important ser-
vices in Portugal; but he attained no higher rank than that of
colonel. His father was a physician in Broad-street, Soho, London,
which residence he quitted for one in Rathbone-place, occupied by his
widow after his decease, then by his son John, at whose death it
came into the possession of the baron, who out of term time used
to dine, though he never slept there. He received his educatiox;. at

Kingston-upon-Thames, under the Rev. Mr. Wooddeson, after which

he became a member of Clare Hall, Cambridge, where he took his

degrees of B.A. in 1752,-and M.A. 1755. e

- In 1752 he obtained the first classical medal at the first institu-
| tion by the Duke of Newcastle, then Chancellor of the University,

which he received from the Chancellor in person ; the second being .

conferred on Porteus, then of Christ’s, afterwards Esquire Bedell

of the University, and Bishop of London. ’
While fellow of his college in 1758, he published «“ A4 Dissertu-
tion on the Negative Sign in Algebra ; containing a Demonstration
of the Rules concerning it :” the design of which is, to remove
the difficulties that deter beginners in Algebra in the use of this
| sign which is considered hy the baron in no other light than as
the mark of the subtraction of a lesser number from a greater.
Hence he denied’ the propriety of such expressions as negative
roots, impossible. roots, generation of equations, &c., &c., and would
never read thdse ;works in which they were introduced. The cele-
brated DEAWaring found him tenacious on this point ; for having
presented‘to him his « Miscellunea Analytica ;” and called on him
at a suitable time afterwards, he found that the baron .had not got
to the second page of his work. The difficulty of understanding it
was stated as the excuse, and the doctor attempting to remove it,
was stopped by the simple remark, that in the first page an expres-
sion occurred, implying that the greater number should be taken
| from theless. This was assented to by the doctor, and the baron
not allowing that such a process could ever take place, there was

§ 20 end to all further discussion. The first part of the work con-

tains the Demonstrations of the several operations of Addition, &c.,

in the way of using the negative sign; the second part, the doc-

trine of quadratic and cubic equations,

R From the University Mr. Maseres remdved to the Temple, where,
in due course, he was called to the bar, and went the Western
Circuit with little success. His first appointment was that of At-

| torney-Geeneral of Quebec, where he distinguished himself by his
loyalty during the American contest, and his zeal for the interests
of the province. On his returs to England he was made Cursitor

Baron of the Exchequer, in August 1773, which office he filled
With great reputation till his death. He was also on his return
from Quebec, agent to the Protestant settlers there, in which ca-
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pacity he wrote a letter to the Lord Mayor, expressing the sincere
and hearty thanks of the settlers for the city’s mark of their fra-
ternal regard, testified towards them by their address to the king
in their behalf, ahd requesting the Lord Mayor, &c., once more to
exert themselves, in order to recover the civil and religious rights
of a no inconsiderable number of honest and enterprising subjects
of the crown, &ec.

In 1779 the Recorder of London appointed Mr. Maseres his
deputy, and in 1780 the Court of Cemmnon Council appointed him
genior judge of the Sheriff’s Court in the city of London; which
office he resigned in 1822.

In 1784 he took an active part with Bishop Horsley and others
in the contest in the Royal Society, occasioned by displacing Dr.
Hutton.

In 1800, the baron published tracts on the Resolution of Af-
fected Alycbraie Equations, by Dr. Halley, Mr. Raphson, and Sir
Isasc Newton. This volume also contains Col. Titu’s arithmetical
. problem ; and another solution, by 'Wm. Frend, M.A., Fellow of

Jesus College ; with the baron’s observations on Mr. Raphson’s -
method of solving affected equations of all degrees by approxi-
mation. ’ .

It was to the liberal and enlightened patfonage of Baron
Maseres that the public are indebted for the Rev. John Hellins’
valuable translation of Donna Agnesi’s « Institution? Analyliche.”
It had been translated many years before by the then late Professor
Colson, the ingenious commentator on the Fluxions. of Newton.
Baren Masercs, who in early life had known Colson, and had rea-
son to infer from his coversation that he had written a treatise on
the higher geometry, which he had never published, was desirous

“of discovering this MS., and of giving it to the world. In his
search he found, not the work he looked for, but Colson’s transla-
tion just mentioned; and after removing some pecunjary difficulties,
which without such generous assistance would probably have for-
ever witheld it fromlthe world, he obtained a copy of it, and put it
into the hands of Mr} Hellins, who undertook to become its editor,
and under whose inspection it was published in 3 vols., 4to. 1802

Besides the publications of the baron, noticed above, he is either
the author or editor of the following :

“The Elements of Plane Trigonometry, with a Dessertation on
the Nature and Use of Logarithms,” 1760, 8vo. “ An Account
of the proceédinygs of the British and other Protestant Inhabitants

-of the:Province of Quebec, in order to obtain a House of Assem-
bly,” 4775, 8vo.— The Cunadian Freeholder, consisting of Dia-
logues between an Englishman and a Frenchman settled in  Cana-
da,” 1779, 3 vols., 8vo.— ¢ Montesquiew’s View of the English
Constitution translated with notes,” 1781, 8vo.—The Principles of
the Doctrine of Life Annuities,” 1783, 1 vol., 4to.—¢ The Moderate
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Reformer ; or a proposal to correct some abuses in the present es-
tabliskment of the Church of England,” 1791, 8vo.—¢ Enquiry into
the extent of Power of Juries, on trials for Criminal Writings,” 1792,
8vo.—¢ Seriptores Logarithmict,” 1791-1807, 6 vols..4to.— James
Bernoulli’s Doctrine of Permutations and Combinations, with some
other useful Mathematical Tracts,” 1795,8vo.—“ Appendixto Frend’s
Principles of Algebra, 1799, 8vo.— Historie Anglicane Monu-
menta,”’ 4to.—¢ Occasional Essays on various subjects, chiefly His-
torical and Political,” 1809, 8vo.—« May’s History of the Parlia-
ment of England which began 3rd Nov. 1640, a new edition with a
preface,” 1813, 4to.— Threc Tracts published at Amsterdam in
1691, and two under the name of Letters of General Ludlow to
Edmund  Seymour, and other persons, a new edition, with a pre-
Sace,” 1813, 4to.— The Irish Rebellion ; or a History of the at-
tempts of the Irish Papists to extirpate the Protestants, by Sir John
Temple, a new edition with a preface,” 1813, to.— The Curse of
Popery and Popish Pains to the (tvil Government and Protestant
Church of England ;” reprinted in 8vo., 1807.. In 1820 he pub-
lished a new edition of Dr. James Welwood’s ¢ Memoirs of the
most material Transactions in England, for 100 years preceding
the Revolution in 1688,” 8vo. . ‘ ‘

In 1815 he published a collection of ¢ Select Tracts reluting to
the Civil Wars in England, temp. Chas. 1. and Cromuwell’s Usurpa-
“tion,” 2 vols. 8vo.* - ol

The baron also wrote numerous articies in the' ¢ Philosophical,’
Transactions,” and in vol. II. of the «“Archaologioc” ; “View of the
Auncient Constitution of the English Parliament’ ; which produced
some observations from Charles ‘Mellish, Esq., F.S.A., in the

- same volumé. | - o

From the above list of publications will be seen the general
tenor of the baron’s studies, in which he was assiduously engaged
from the time that he left the University. His great work, the
« Scriptores Logarithmct,” is of a nature from which no pecuni-
ary advantage was to be expected, and his liberality in presenting
a copy of it to various public bodies, and to individuals, was such,
that he was very much out of pocket by the publication. But he '
never regarded expense either as to his own works or those which
he patronised of others,and he. was never wanting in assisting
authors whose works he deemed worthy of being submitted to the
press. In this case it was common with him to take upon himself
the whole expense’of printing and paper, leaving the author to
repay him when it suited his convenience, or he gave him the
printing and paper. In one case he advanced about fifteen hundred
pounds, of which he did not receive a farthing in return for near-
ly twenty years. But perhaps there never was a man so little
attentive to the accumulation of property, and yet at his death it
was much greater than he himself was aware of. His only guide -

: 10 :
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was his banker’s books, and after defraying the expensés of his
chambers and his houses at Reigate and Rathbone-place, and the
generally heavy article of printing and paper for himself and
others, the surplus of his revenue was invested in the three per
cents., without regard to price, and he thought nothing more of the
matter. . .

His manner of life was uniform; a great part of the year was
spent in chambers, dining in the Temple hall in term time, at his
house in Rathbone-place out of term, and the remainder of the
year he passed at Reigate, where he spent a good deal of his time,
and generally had a friend or two with him. Some years anterior
to this remarkable man’s death, he vested money in the three per
cents. in the names of the incumbents of four parishes adjoining
Reigate, in trust, to pay half a guinea to the clergyman who should
preach an afternoon sermon on Sundays, and if there was not a
sermon, the half guinea for that day was to be applied by the trustees
to the benefit of the poor of their own parishes. The occasion of his
benefaction was this : the late vicar of Reigate kept a curate, and
many inhabitants of that large parish wished to have a sermon on
Sundays in the afternoon, there being many farmers whose servants
could not attend church in the morning; they raised a subscrip-
tion for the curate, who accordingly preached an afternoon sermon.
The present vicar did not keep a curate, and claimed the ben&t of the
subscription; but the subscribers would not agree to his having it,and
the afternoon service wasdiscontinued. The trustees have had several
opportunities of giving unclzimed half guineas to their poor. He
kept a very hospitable table, at which most of the eminent mathe-
maticians who visited the metropolis were at one time or other to
be found. His great delight was to have three or four friends with
him, ‘where every subject of science, literature and common topics
of the day was treated with the utmost freedom of discussion.
. When his faculties were in full vigor, his conversation was re-

lete with anecdote and information. No one was better acquaint-
ed with the history of his country, from the invasion of Julius
Casar to the present age; and when this has been mentioned to
him, he used frequently to attribute it to the task he set upon himself
early in life, to read through with the utmost attention “ Rapin’s
History,”” and to make occasional use of the authorities referred to
in that work. The period between the years 1640 and 1660 was
particularly impressed on his memory, and when he began to
complain of its failure, by referring back to any distant event, the
power of it was seen in its fullest extent. In his latter days this
was rentarkably observed; for though passing events left no im-
pression on his mind, so much so that'in the evening he forgot
that he had had a party at diguer, yet by leading his mind properly .
back to a distant period, it seemed to renew its pristine energ,

8Y-

In his profession of the law the Baron did not make a great
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figure, and he used to relate with great good humour his want of
success in the Western Circuit : but government was sensible of
his services as attorney-gemeral in Canada—an office whlgh he
filled with great dignity, and in a manner higl{ly beneficial to
the province. He was rewarded by an appointment. to-the
office of Cursitor Baron, more honorary than profitable, but as it
made no great inroads on his time, and was occupied chiefly in a
routine of technical details, he was more at leisure to pursue his
favourite studies. Few, however, possessed in so high a degree a
knowledge of the laws of England, considered as a science; and in
questions of great moment the_members-of’ both .houses _havg fre-
quently availed themselves of his judgment and his superior infor-
mation.- : :

In politics he was a staunch Whig, bordering more on the Refor-
mer than is supposed to be suited to the present principles of that
party. For the constitution as settled at the revolution, and the
principles which placed the present family on the throne, he was a
strenuous advocate. But every thing that led to the domination of
the mob, was his utmost abhorence ; and for this reason he looked
with horror on the extravagances committed by the French 'in their
revolutionary carcer. In all his views of reform, he respected the
rights of the present generation, conceiving that, what it derived
from its predecessors was not to be wantonly sacrificed for adven-
turers, and imaginary good to successors, and too frequently for im-
mediate gain to those who could be considered in no other light than
robbers and plunderers.  The government by parliament, appeared
to him in the highest degree favorable to sound liberty, but the
innovation in the time of Henry VIIIL., in his estimation introducing
sessions by propagations was an injudicious measure. He would

_have parliament.meet on a fixed day, continuing to sit until all the
business brought before it was finished, or it was dissolved by the
Crown. And the elections for members of parliament were to be
also on one fixed day, to be concluded in a few hours in that day,

by the persons assembling for that purpese at a convenient distance
from their habitations. The present confusion at clections seemed
disposed only to promote the interest of agents, and ale-house-
keepers, and to destroy the moralg of the electors and the elected.
So different were his feelings from those of the House of Commons
in the case of libel, that he considered the courts of law as the
only places in which it could be tried ; that a member was respon-
sible to the house nnly for the language he used within it ; and he
commissioned a common friend to express to Sir Francis Burdett his
approbation of the pamphlet which occasioned his confinement in
the Tower, and his sorrow for the measures which it had produced.

His moderate reform shews him not to be inimical to a church
establishment, on which he was strenuous for one improvement,
namely, that no clergyman should have more then one cure of souls;
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and he could scarcely be brought to believe, that a bishop could
have placed a clergyman in possession of a living, to hold it till_his
own son was of age to take it, as he considered the preferments
vested in them as sacred trusts to be administered with a view not
to their private interest, but the advancement of pious and learned
clergymen. ‘ ‘

With the most liberal views of toleration on religious opinions,
not excluding the deist or atheist from civil employments, the
baron was an anti-catholic, and this sentiment he used to jus-
tify in few words. It is a tenet of the Roman Catholic religion to
burn heretics; and they, who will not tolerate others, ought not to
be allowed to possess civil employments, which may gradually give
them an influence in the state. But his abhorrence of these intol-
lerant sentiments, which he attributed to them, did not extend to
the persons of the Romish persuasion : for his house was open to
the refugees from France, where were to be seen archbishops and
bishops, and numbers of distinguished clergymen, driven from their
homes by the atheistical bigotry of the times. His purse and his
house were open t6 them, and a member of the Parlement de Paris,
who had been banished by Louis the Fifteenth with his brethern,
for refusing to ratify the edict. of that monarch, and who, notwith-
standing, was one of the most zealous adherents to his suecessors,
was one of his most intimate friends, and had the use at all times of
his country house for himself. and family.

His religious creed was contained in a very narrow compass,
and his surviving friends will never forget the solemn manner in

- which he used very frequently to introduce it. ¢ There are three

creeds,” he would say, “that are generally acknowledged by the
Christian world, contradictory. in several respects to each other,
and two of them composed by noboby knows whom, and nobody

", knows where. My creed is derived from my Saviour, and

the time when, and the manner in which it was uttered, gives
it a title to pre-eminence.” A few hours before his death, in
an address to his Father, Christ says, this is eternal life, to
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent. This is my creed, and happy would it be for the Chris-
tian world if it had been content with it, and never laid down
any other articles for a common faith. Hence, almost all the
disputes which set Christians at variance with each other, and
arise chiefly from scholastic terms, misunderstood and misapplied,
he would confine to the closet of the learncd, convinced that the
Gospel was proclaimed to the poor originally, and was never in-
tended for learned themes of discussion in the pulpit.”” Under the
influence of this creed he was animated with a sincere piety to-
wards his Maker, when he served as a kind and benevolent father,
and with unfeigned charity for all his fellow creatures, whom he con-
sidered as equal objects of the love and care of the great Supreme.
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The mathematical principles of Sir Isaac Newton were not to his
taste, and he thought them very improper for academical studies.
The positions of thisgreat author, that quantities are some greater,
and others less than nothing, and the ultimate equality of quantities,
which in no one period of their existence are equal, appeared to him
the acme of #bsurdity. To these he attributed the wildness that
now prevails in what may be called the French school, which aims
at generalizations, and, however advantageous it may sometimes be
to the mere artisan, is very unfit to lead the mind to true science
and philosophy, Huygens and Galileo were, in his opinion, better
models for imitation, the one for purity of demonstration, the other
for explaining philosophical subjects in a popular manner.

The classicafstudies of his carly years continued to delight him
to the latest period of his intellectual career, and he might be said
to know Homer by heart; next to him, Lucan was his favorite
author, and Horace was of course at his finger ends. Among
the moderns, Milton held the highest place,and from the three

Foet.s, Homer, Lucan, and Milton, he to a very late period repeated
| long passages occasionally with the utmost propriety and emphasis.
With the works of the philosopher of Malmesbury he was particu-.
larly conversant, and many of the reproaches on his memory he
considered entircly without foundation. French was the language
of his paternal roof, and he spoke it with the utmost fluency and
propriety, but it was the French of the age of Louis XIV., not of
modern times, and it was amusing to contrast his pronunciation
with that of the refugees. He himself used to mimic with great
success the Parisian dialect, which disfigures a languag®=that in
itself is meagre, and made worse by modern corruptions.
| But of the intellectual attainments of the baron sufficient proofs

arc before the public ; his private exccllencies were confined to a
much narrower circle, and the cheerfulness of his disposition, his
inflexible integrity, the equanimity of his temper, his sincere piety, .
will long live in the memory of his surviving friends. Not a par-
ticle of pride entered into his composition, and a dogmatising spirit
was hisayersion. In this latter respect he was a complete contrast
to the celebrated Dr. Johnson. ' Their common printer brought
| the two authors together to his house to spend the evening, when
the doctor fulminated one of his severities against Hume and Vol-
taire, creating such a disgust in the baron’s mind, that he declared
} he would never willingly be again in that man’s company, aad they
never met afterwards. On the equanimity of his temper a celebra-
ted chess-player used to say of the baron, who was very fond of
that game, that he was the only person of his acquaintance, from
whose coutenance it could not be discovered whether he had won

or lost the game. - -
 In stature the baron was rather below the average height. His
dress was uniformly plain‘'and neat, and he retained to the last the

™y
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three-cornered hat; tye-wig, and ruffles, and his ‘'manners were in
co ndence with those of a gentleman of the last age. At his
table he always said grace with his hands clasped together, and a
voice and countenance denoting thankfulness for all the blessings
he received. The table-cloth was not removed, and on retiring to
coffee, he in the same manner returned thanks to the great Supreme,
of whom he never spoke but with the utmost reverence.
He died at his seat, Reigate, Surry, on the 19th of May, 1824.
Quanado ullum inveniam parem 2

N

COLONEL DES BARRES.

- JosepH FREDERIC WALLET DEs BaARrEs, an Euglish military
officer and hydrographer, who served and was connected with
America for a lengthened period. He was born in 1722,
and was the descendant of the Protestant branch of a noble
French family, which emigrated to England after the revocation of
the edict of Nantes. He received his education under the
Bernouillis, entered the royal military college at Woolwich, and
was offered the choice of a commission either in the royal artillery
or corps of engineers. Preferring immediate active service, he

embarked in March, 1756, as lieutenant in the 60th Regiment of .

Foot, for America, where, having raised above three hundred
recruits in Pennsylvania and Maryland, he was ordered to form
and discipline them as a corps of field artillery, which he
commanded until the arrival of one of the battalions of the royal
train from England. In 1757, he commanded a detachment of
volunteers against the Indians who had committed depredations
in the neighborhood of Schenectady and. other frontier towns,
surprised the chiefs, whom he made prisoners, and soon after gained
their confidence so completely, that they not only were restrained

- from further acts of hostility, but became useful to the army, in

which a corps of them continued to be employed to the end of the
war. In 1758 he was engaged in the expedition against Louisbourg,
where he had the good fortune to effect a landing in a violent surf,
and to take from the enemy an entrenchment, by which the debarka-
tion of the army was greatly facilitated. At this siege he was on
a critical occasion ordered to the duty of an engineer, and after the
capitulation he employed himself in drawing a chart on a large
scale, from papers and plans obtained there, which was found very
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‘useful in the next spring, as the navigation of the river St. Lawrence
was then known only to a few Canadian pilots. At the, siege of
Quebec he served under Wolfe as an aide-de-camp, and was making
his report when that great hero received his mortal wound, snd fell
dying-in his arms. gr the sad havoc which was made in our army
in the campaign of 1759 and the ensuing winter, and in the
unsuccessfu})battle fought by General Murray, 28th April, 1760,
it was reduced to two thousand men fit for dusy. The fortifications
of Quebec being in a dismantled state, the preservation of what had
been acquired, as well as the expectation of future conquests, seemed
to rest on the operations for its actual defence. The conducting
of these operations fell to Des Barres as directing engineer, and here,
and subsequently in the reduction of Fort Jacques Cartier and other
strong places which completed the conquest of Canada, his endeavors
proved highly successful. He afterwards proceeded to Nova Scotia

to assist General Bastile in making designs and estimates for forti-
" fying Halifax. In 1762, 'he served as directing engineer and
quarter-master-general in the expedition for retaking Newfound-
land, and was honored with public thanks, as having essentially
contributed to the recovery of that island. After making surveys
of some of its principal harbors, hie was ordered to repair to New York,
to proceed on reconnoitering excursions, and report observations
on the expediency of establishing a chain of military posts through-
out the British colonies. In 1763 Lord Colville was instructed to
employ him on the coast survey of Nova Scotia, a post in which
he continued until 1773 ; and on his return to England in 1774,
the king expressed his commendation of the manner in which his
work had been performed. Previous to this, many of the fine
harbors of Nova Scotia were known only to fishermen, and Sable
Island was a terror to all navigators. The wantof correct charts of the
coast of North America, for the use of the fleet engaged in carrying
on the American revolutionary war, began at this time to be felt ;
and on Earl Howe representing the immediate necessity of their
being prepared, Des Barres was selected to adapt the surveys of
Holland, De Brahm, and others, to nautical purposes. These he
published in 1777, under the title of the ¢ Atlantic Neptune,” in
two large folio volumes. In 1784 he was constituted governor of
the Island of Cape Breton, with the military command of that and
Prince Edward’s Island ; and soon after he commenced building the
town of Sydney, and opened and worked the valuable coal fields at
the entrance of the river. From his official position, he was
engiged in aiding and removing the royalists from the United
States after the war of the revolution. In 1804, he was appointed
licutenant-governor and commander-in-chief of Prince Kdward’s
Island, being then in his eighty-second year. In person he was
short, and at the age of ninety-five lithe and active; about which
time he talked of making the tour of the United Kingdom, to which
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he allotted two years ; this performed, he was to commence that of
Europe, which he calculated would take three years more; after
“which it was his intention to retarn to his native place, and there
spend the remainder of his days. He was Captain Cook’s teacher
in navigation. His death occurred at Halifax, Nova 'Scotis, on
24th October, 1824, he being then in the one hundred xnd second
year of his age. . -

Mz. WILLIAM BROWN.

To exclude the name of this enterprising and industrious
individual who, in conjunction with Mr. Thomas Gilmore, started
the first printing press in Canada, would, to say the least
be a gross act of injustice to his memory and to the Canadian press.

Nothing is known concerning these two men, except that they -
- came from Philadelphia to Quebec in 1763, having formed the idea
of starting a newspaper in this country ; that innumerable difficulties
beset them in their arduous undertaking, not the least of which
was that Mr. Brown had to proceed to England for the proper ma-
terials—press, ink and paper ; but finally overcoming all obstacles,
they brought out the first number of the “ Quebec Gazette*” on the
21st June, 1764, with one hundred and fifty subscribers, and.thus
were the means of establishing “ a new and potent element of civili-
zation.” ’

COLONEL PAULUS EMILIUS IRVING,

WHo administered the government of Quebec after the depar-
ture of Murray in 1765, and until the arrival of Carleton, was the
son of William Irving, Esquire, laird of Bonshaw, Dumfries, and
born there on the 23rd September, 1714. He married Judith,

>

#Thisp

Dawson.

aper still exists, being published at Quebec by Mesars, l{iddle‘t;)n and
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‘ dnughter of Captain William Westfield of Dover, who ﬂied 3rd May,
1793, gx

and by whom he had issue Paulps Zmilius Irving, who joined

the army, rose to the rank of general, greatly distinguished him-

© . .::self, and was made a baronet of the United Kingdom ; and two

"% daughters, Aimelia Susannah, who married at St. Géorge’s, Hanover

.. Square, in October, 1796, Joseph Dacre Appleby Gilpin, M.D., who

< was afterwards knighted; and Judith, who married Lieutenant-

Colonel John Irving of the first West India - Regiment, whose

daughter, Julia Frances, married Sir William ;Ousely, the distin-
guished Persian and oriental antiquarian. , - R v

Colonel P. A. Irving entered the army at an early period,

-and in September, 1759, was at the siege of Quebec, under General

Wolfe, as major in command of the 15th Regiment of Foot, and

.was wounded on the Plains of Abraham.; On the 30th June,

- 1765, then being commander-in-chief, he assumed the duties of

spresident of the province of Quebec, in t?e absence of the -Hon-

otable James Murray ; subsequently, in 1771, he was appointed

lieutenant-governor of Guernsey, and afterwards governor of Upnor

Castle, Kent. He died 22nd Apnl, 1796.

GENERAL LORD DORCHESTER, K.B.

Ir we owe to Wolfe a deep debt of gratitude for the brilliant
achievement which added new lustre and victory -to our arms,
- and planted the ensign of Great Britain on this glorious depen-
dency of the empire, where he fought and bled and sacrificed
a life his country could ill spare; we assuredly, also, owe much
to those brave and gallant men who preserved this land when
conquered, through dint of hard toil, watchful vigilance and loss
of blood and kife.  Yes, we are confident the majority of our readers
will also coincide with our feehly expressed opinion that we are as-
suredly, as true and loyal Canadians, under many and deep obligations
to them, and in the category which history brings under our observa-
tion, we are sure none is more entitled to be fondly and deservedly
remembered than he whose name heads this brief and ill-writ-
ten notice, and whose life we may'say was spent in fighting for the
cause of his king in this country, and in afixjous thought for the
welfare of this province. _
"% -~ Such heini'the case, the name of Dorchester deserves to be men--
tioned with the greatest eulogy ai:il-praise, for the great services he
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rendered Canada in the two capacities in which he served her.
interests, a8 commandér-in-chief, and as her governor and the
preserver of her high destinies. . - L RIS
Guy Carleton, Lord Dorchester (the saviour of :Quebes, as he'is
called) was the descendant of an aneient and honored family, which:
had lived in Cornwall,. England; five centuries previous: to.the:
Norman conquest. He was born ‘about the year 1725, and being:
destined fg:ghe army, entered its ranks after completing his studies, -
and speedily made his way onward in the service.. He accompanied’
Wolfe’s expedition to ‘Canada, and. was present at the first and
second battles on Abraham’s Plaivs; in both of which he displayed
such skill and precision in commanding the part of the army under -
his command, as to leave no doubt on the minds of his superior offic:
cers that he would rise to distinotion in the profession he hadchosen. -
Being, we believe, specially mentioned’ in the dispatohes of both:
" Townshend and Murray, and having ¢continued under the command
of the latter, was promoted.to the rank of brigadiet-general. " In.
1767, General Murray having to proceed to England, the govern-
ment of the Colony devolved on (Carleton, who was much liked by .
the French Canadians and the English (of whom there were then
few) generally. In 1770, he proceeded to England on leave of ab-
sence, and whilst there, the celebrated Quebec Act passed the Hougses
of Parliament, and some aseribe it in a great measure to represen-
tations he made to the home government respecting Canada, it
being well known that he carried home a compiled form of
the French civil laws, or. Cotumes de Paris,for the consideration of
the imperial authorities. In 1774, General Carleton returned to
Canada, and took prompt.measures'to earry out t.heﬁptovis‘iém f his
new instructions relativéto the act just passed. He had, however,
little time to think or dot upon this matter, for the.next year
the Americang; having declared their independenee, entered Canida.
in large forces, with the hostile intention of wresting it from the
hands of the English ; but they made a sad mistake in, ‘their esti-
mate of the man thgy had to deal with; brave and gallaut, and of
chivalrous courage, and yet, perfectly cool and self-possesded inthe
greatest and most oritieal moments, '(garleton,. althbugh with but. S00
men at his disposal—all attempts to coax or coercethé natives to
assist him proving fruitless—at once took - fmeasures -to. prevent.
the meditated attack. -On the 17th 8eptember, Montgomery with
his army, amounting to 2000, arrived at Isle-anx-Noix; the fall-
of Chambly and St. Johas followed, and Carleton, in his endeaver
to succour the latter, received & check from: a part of the Americans,
near Longueuil, which .compelled him to retreat to Mohtxeal. ' Here,
apticipating the intention of Montgomery to take- ]pt}maﬁiou-of. the:
town, he burnt and destroyed all the public and yaluablé:stares, ahd:
left the city one way, just as the American general was ¢énfering
at thie other. During the night; he liad a narrow ‘eaéape ‘from.
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‘the enemy, -who was encamped at Sorel, and' whose sentinels he

had to pass in an open beat ; this he accomplished with the aid of
muffled oars, and arrived at Quebec on the 19th November, to the
great joy of the people. He hastily made the most judicious arrange-
ments in Iris power, for Arnold and Montgomery were advaneing,
and expelled from the city all those he thought were disaffected,
who would: not volunteer .to defend it, and assist in strengthening
the: works. :

The. united forces of Montgomery and Arnold succeeded in gain-
ing the city on the 4th of December, and after concocting their plans,
divided their forces so as to attack the eity in several places ; this
Carleton, nowise intimidated, became cognizant of, and on the
Americane raising the seige, took remewed measures for the safety
of the place. On the 313, Montgomery was killed ; Arnold and
Morgan’s forceswere routed atfirst and captured afterwards, and the
remnant of the American army compelled to retreat to some distance
from the city. On being reinforced, however, during the winter
they made a stand for another attack on Quebec, but disease and
famine at last compelled them to retreat, being actually chased
towards Sorel by the gallant Carleton. In the spring, when
the reinforcements arrived from England, he possessed himself of
Crown Point, and launched a fine fleet on Lake Champlain, which
after several aotions, completely annthildted that of the Americans.
In 1777, upon Burgoyne being appointed commander-in-chief in
America, Carleton, thinking that he had been slighted by the gov-
ernment aftér his brilliant successes, at once demanded his recall,

and proceeded to England. - His suspicions, although well-founded,

were, notwithstanding, unjust;; for on his proceeding to England, he
was' well received by his sovereign, who conferred upon him the
honor of knighthded. - =~ : - . . L

.. In the year 1782, he was appointed as the suécessor of Sir Henry
Clinton, commander-in-chief -of ‘all his Majesty’s forces in: Ame-
rica. 'He arrived at New York ‘with his commission, in the begia-
ning of May. 'After the treaty of peace was signed, he delayed for
some time the evaouation of the city, from regard to the safety of
the loyalists ; but on Nov. 25, 1783, he embarked, and withdrew the
British ships from :America. - In 1786, qn returning to England,
his grateful sovereign waa pleased t6 raise him to the peerage as
Lorg Dorchester, and ‘Parliament voted him a pension of £1000
per snnum during his-own life, and the lives of his wife and two elder
sons; and towards the latter end of the same year, he was again
appointed governor-general and captain-general of Quebec, and
commander-in-chief of the forees therein. His re-appearance in
Canada was hailed with delight by the majerity of the people. He
continupd to govera the province until 1796, and during that time
did muoh towards the welfare of the' country, partionlarly in ame

horatmgthe laws.: . .- .-




84 SKETCHES OF CELEBRATED CANADIANS,

On his final departure, the unfeigned regret that was expressed
was universal, and many were the addresses présented by the inhabi-
tants to the good old general, conveying their heartfelt gratitude
for all that he had done, and prayers for his eternal welfare.

His lordship, although, it appeared, a very strict disciplinarian
in the execution of his duty, was as humane and kind of heart
as any man.that ever breathed ; indeed, his kind treatment of the
French Canadians during his government, and of the American
prisoners during the American war, evinces that in the highest de-
gree. He was, besides, a man of honor and a geptleman, a sincere
Christian, and a devoted soldier and servant of his country. He
married, in 1772, Lady Maria, daughter of the second Earl of
Effingham, by whom he had many children. His death occurred on
the 19th November, 1808, in the fine old age of eighty-three.

Ho~. CHIEFJUSTICE HEY.

WiLLiaM Hey, Esquire, an English lawyer of some distinetion,
and a member of the House of Commons, succeeded Chief-Justice
Gregory on-his recall. His commission is dated the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1766. He took part in all the great discussions of those
days relative to the government of the country and the estsblish-
ment of its judiciary, and there is not a doubt that he assisted

_very materially in the government of the province and in guniding
its destinies. AlthougioGeneral Murray had fall power to' convene

a local legislature, the Chief-Justice in conmjunction with Méasrs.
Carleton, Maseres and De Lotbinidre, advised him against it, re-
presenting that the people were too illiterate, and not yet ripe to
so great and sudden a share of liberty and of legislative power. In

" 1773, he proceeded to England on public business in connedtion
with the bill ¢ making more effectual provision for the government
of the grovince of Quebec in America,” and on its gsmge in 1774
through the House of Commons, when such great efforts were made
to quash it, he was examined before the special committee appointed
on it, and the important evidence which he and M. De Lotbi-

_ nidre gave, may be ascribed its successful passage. Being still in
England, early in 1775, by command of the Earl of Dartmouth,
secretary of state for war and the colonies, who had witnessed
with the whole English people, the dissatisfaction which the Que-
. beoc act _gave, desired him to prepare the draught of a provineial
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ordinance, to be carried over to be submitted to the governor and
Legislative Council. By this draught the English laws relating to
habeas c , and to the trial by jury in civil cases, and likewise
the English laws relating to commercial matters, were to be re-es-
tablished. Chief Justice Hey arrived at Quebec with it in June,
1775, and in the following month of September laid it before the
Council. This, we believe, was the last public act of his lifc in Ca-
nada, and shortly after (war taking place with America) he left for
England, although not succeeded in his office until May, 1777.

e had, in 1774, been returned to parliament as member for
Sandwich in Kent, but vacated his seat in 1776, on being appoint-
ed a commissioner of customs, an office which he continued to fill
till his death, which occurred in 1797.

He wns a great favorite of the then Lord Chancellor, and was
dining with him when the great seal was stolen in 1785. He mar-
ried, but Fad no issue.’

-ADAM LYMBURNER, Esq,,

A MERCEANT of Quebec, 1791, and a gentleman of rare endow-
ments and high attainments, was principally known as the party
selected by the merchants and others of Canada, to proceed to
Eogland and advocate their rights before the Imperial Government,
and for the admirable and lengthy speech which he made on behalf
of the Canadians at the bar of the House of Commons, This
speech has been considered as a splendid piece of afgumentative
logic and rhetoric, and as taking a sound ans excellent view of the
affairs of this country. Although Mr. Lymburner did not gain the
object of his mission, he at least had the satisfaction of knowing that
he had brought the position of Canada prominently before the
home government, and that much good would eventually result
from his efforts to benefit the country. -
t‘hMr. Lymburner returned to dQuebec, lived, and,uwe believe, died

ere. He was a respected and enterprising gentleman, and was
held in high esteem by the people. P & -
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-of Chancery. ' At the general election in 1790,
.returned to Parliament for the borough of Shaftesbury, and soon

‘SKETCHES OF CRLEBRATED OANADIANS;

Sir WILLIAM GRANT.

Sir WILLIAM GRANT, another great man connected with €anada
during the time posterior to the conquest, snd third aktorney-
general of the province of Quebec, an eminent. lawyer ; was
descended from the Grants of Beldornie, so long distinguished in
the history of Scotland. He was born in 1754, at Elchies, on the
banks of the Spey, in the county of Elgin, and was partly eduoated
in the grammar school of Elgin, from which he removed to the old
college of Aberdeen, where he completed his education, and then
repaired to London, and entered at Lincoln’s-Inn, where he pursaed
the study of thelaw. His whole mind was engressed in the endeavor
to obtain a knowledge of his profession, and of the various business
of life; and so successful were his efforts, that at the age of
twenty-five, he was considered competent to fill the situation of
attorney-general of this province, to which he was appointed, and
he quitted England without havingbeen called to the bar. His com-
mission bears date 10th May, 1776. On his return to England,
some time after, he engn.gedy in practice in the courts of common
law, and joined the home circnit. Being naturally of a reserved
and retired turn, he travelled the cirenit for several years without
obtaining-a single brief; but happening to be retained in some
appeal from the Court of Session in Scotlandto’the House of Lords,
Lord-Chancellor Thurlow was much- strack with his powers of
argament, and having learned his name, observed to a friend,
« Be not surprised if that young man should one day occupy this
seat.”” That this Erophetic opinion was not exactly fulfilled, has
been attributed ‘o his having refused that high office. He subse-
quently Teft the colnmon-law bar and -practised soleliiin' the Court

r. Grant was

distinguished himself az a powerful coadjutor of Mr. Pitt. He
seldom spoke, and never but on questions with which he was fully
acquainted ; but his talents and intelligence were soon so generally

" recognised as to render his assistance essentislly valuable, and on

ome occasion in particular, when the question for a new eode
of laws for the province of Quebee, excited much discussion.
Mr. Grant’s local information, and  his great professional ekill,
particularly in the civil law, powerfully strengthened his reasoning ;
and it was then that the celebrated Mr. Fox, after warmly comp%i-
menting him, saluted him as one of his most formidable antagonists.
It was in 1791 that he thus distinguished himself in the great debate
relating to the laws of Canada; and in 1792 he made a most able
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acute and argumentative speech in defence of the ministry on the
sibject of -the Russien arinament. - He was called within the bar
with a patent'of precedence in 1793, and in the same yearwasappoint- .
edia Welsh -judge, when a new writ was ordered for Shaftesbury,
ou the 20th of June, but he was not re-chosen ; however, a vacancy
for Windsor happening in the following January, he was selected for
that borough; he was :al that time solicitor-general to the Queen.
Ini1796, he'was chosen Knight of the shire for the Scottish county-
of Banff:* In 1798, he'was appeiated chief-justice of Chester. - In
1799, he succeeded Lord Redesdale as solicitor-general, and, as is
usual, obtained the honor of knighthood or his promotion; and
on the.20th May, 1801, in. consequence of the elevation of Sir
Pepper Aiden to-the chief-justiceship of the Common Pleas, ke
was nominated Master of the Rolls. In 1802, Sir W. Grant made
a speech in Parliament in favor of the definitive treaty of peace with
France. InFebruary, 1805, hesupported the address tothe crown in
defence of the war with Spain ; and in the course of the same year he
opposed Mr. Whitehead’s proceedings against Lord Melville, and the
subsequent motion for the impeachment of that nobleman for his
conduct while treasurer of the navy. He opposed the American
intercourse bill in 1806, and received the thanks of a committee
of merchants of the city of London for his conduct on that
occasion. In 1807, hé aniinadverted -at some length on the bill
brought into the House of Commons by Sir Samuel Romilly, the
objeot of which was to alter the law as to the claims of creditors
on the landed property of their debtors. Sir W. Grant. continued
to represent.the shire of Banff till the dissolutior of Parliament in
1812. : During a period of more than sixteen years did he fill the
judicial ehair in the Roll’s Court, with undiminished ability and
reputation. At lemgth he became anxions to retire while yet in
full possession of ‘his faculties. This purpese be carried into effeet
towards the elose of 1817. . - During the lsst twe years of his life
he lived chiefly 4t ‘Barton House, Dawlish, the residence of his
sister, the widow of Admiral Schank; and at that place he died,
May 25, 1882. R : : '
ir W. G#antis spoken of in Mr. Charles Butler’s “ Reminiscences”
in the following terms :— ‘ '
“The must perfect model of judieial eloquence which has come
under the observation of the reminiscent is that of Sir William
* Geamt. - In -hearing him it was impossible not to think of the
character given of Menelaus by Homer, or rather by Pope, that _
¢ He spoke no more than just the thing he ought;’ but Sir William
.did much more : in decompounding and analyzing an immense
mass of confused and contradictory matter, and forming clear and
unquestionable results, the insight of his mind was infinite. His
exposition of facts.and of the consequences deducible from them,
.his discussion of former decisions and shewing their legitimate
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weight and authority; and their real bearing upon the point in
question, were above praise ; but the whole was done with such
admirable ease and simplicity, that while real judges felt ita
supreme excellence, the herd of learners believed that they should
have done the same. Never was the merit of Dr. Johnson’s
definition of a perfect style, ¢ proper words in proper places,” more
sensibly felt than it was by those who listened to Sir William
Grant. The charm of it was indescribable; its effect on the
hearers was that which Milton describes when he paints Adam
listening to the angel after the angel had ceased to speak ; often
and often has the reminiscent beheld the bar listening, at the close
of a judgment given by Sir William, with the same feeling of
admiration at what they had heard, and the same regret that it
was heard no more.”

.

. GENERAL BURGOYNE.

JoaN BuURrGOYNE, an English general, officer and dramatist,
connected with this country in the former capacity, was the natural
son of Lord Bingley, and entered early into the army. In 1762,
he commanded a force sent into Portugal for the defence of that
kingdom against the Spaniards He also distinguished himself in
the first American war by the taking of Ticonderago; but was at
last obliged to surrender with his army to General Gates at .
For this act he was much censured and condemned by ail the
English people. He was elected into the English Parliament for
Preston, in Lancashire ; but refasing to return to America pursuant
to his convention, was ignominious%y dismissed the service. He
endeavored to exonerate himself, but without avail, in some
pamphlets he published in defence of his conduct. As an author
he is more distinguished for his three dramas of the ¢ Maid of the
Oaks,”’ ¢ Bon Ton,” and *“ The Heiress,” all in the line of what is
usually calléd genteel comedy: they forming light and pleasing
specimens. : )
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GENERAL Sk WILLIAM JOHNSON, BArr.

Tais celebrated and distinguished military commander, who
rendered so much service to the British in the early wars of this
country, in subduing and civilizing the wild Indian tribes upon
the Mohawk, and i founding through his bravery and greatness,
the house of Johnson of Twickenham, England, was descended
from an ancient Irish family of Smithtown, in the county of
Meath, Ireland, where he wasborn in the year 1715. He was a near
relative of the celebrated naval hero, Sir Peter-Warren, K.B., who
subsequently adopted him; he went out with him to North
America, joined the army, and rose to the rank of colonel, and
subsequently of major-general in the militia of New York.

Sir Peter, having married a lady in New York, was induced to
‘purchase large tracts of land upon the Mohawk river, and the more
interior parts of the country, whence he sent for his nephew, to take
charge of his affairs. Young Johunson accordingly took up his
residence upon a certain tract on the Mohawk, about thirty miles
from Albany, and cultivated an acquaintance with the Indians.
He learned their language; he studied their manners, that he
might be able to conciliate their regard ; his situation upon the
river, between Albany and Oswego, presented a fine opportunity
for trade, and he carried on a large traffic with them, supplying
them with such s as they needed ; and received in return,
beaver and other skins. At length he acquired an influence over
them, which no other man ever possessed. In 1755, he was intrusted
with the command of the provincial troops of New York, and
marched to invest Crown Point, while Shirley proceeded towards
Ontario, according to the plan of the campaign. General Johnson,
after the defeat of a detachment under Colonal Williams, which he
had sent out, was himself attacked in his camp on Lake George,
Sth September, but as soon as his artillery began to play, the Cana-
dian militia and Indians fled with precipitation to the swamps.
The Freneh troops were repulsed, and Baron Dieskau, their general,
was taken prisoner. The advantage, however, which was thus
gained, was not pursued,-and his conduct in not proceeding against
Crown Point;has been the subject of reprehension. . Even the suc-
cess of the battle is to be attributed to the exertion of the brave
General Lyman. But Johnson, who was wounded,_ in the engage-
ment reaped the benefits of the repulse of Dieskan, which was
maguified into a splendid victory. About this time also, he was
appointed superintendant of Indian affairsin New York. In the year
1759, he commanded the provincial troops under Brigadier-General
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Prideaux, in the expedition against Niagara. While diretting
the operations of the siege, Prideaux was killed by the bfrsting of
a cohorn, 20th July; but Johnson prosecuted the plan which had
been formed with judgment and vigor. Qn the 24th of July, the
enemy made an attempt to raise the siege,.which was defeated—
through the excellent disposition and the courage of Johnsor ;
next day, the fort was taken, and about six hundred men were
made prisoners of war. This event broke off the communication,
which the French intended to establish between Canada and
Louisiana. When Amherst embarked at Oswego in June, 1760,
to proceed on the expedition to Canada, Johnson brought to. him
at that place, one thousand Indians of the Iroquois or five nations,
which was the largest number of Indians ever seen in arms at one
time in the cause of England. For his gallant and signal services
.in the cause of the king, his. Majesty, on the 2Tth November,
1755, was gracicusly pleased to raise him to the dignity angd honor
of a baronet of the United Kingdom ; and, at the same time, cdg-
ferred upor him a very large and handsome pension,” we believe
about £5,000.

Sir William died at his seat at Johnson Hall, New York, about'
twenty-four miles from Schenectady, on the Mohawk river, 11th
July, 1774 : .

Allen says of him, “{hat he possessed considerable talents, as an
orator ; and his influence over the Indians was not a little owing to
the impression made upon them by means of elocution. It has
been represented that he was envious towards Shirley, and endea-
vored to thwart him in his plans, by discouraging the Indians

" from joining him, and that in his private conduct he paid little
Tespect to those laws, the observation of which only can insure
' < domestic peace and virtage. * * * * * * X
*  « He was zealous in supporting the claims of Great Britain, which
excited such agitation in the <olonies a few years before his death,
and he exerted Limself to promote the interest of the Churck of
England. r]:'fi%ublished asmall work on the customs and languages
of the Indians.” . .

§ —  — MAJORGENERAL Sw JOHN JOHNSON,

THE only son and heir of the celebrated Sir William, was also
well known as a military commander of some repute and a cele-
brated megociator with the Indians. Having succeeded his father
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in the title, he was also appointed to the rank which his father held,
namely, that of major-general. ' _

At the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War, when only
13 years of age, he joined the ariny of his country as a volunteer, and
foupht under her flag ; and he persuaded the Mohawks and the set-
tlers on his large estates (the latter numbering 700) to come over
and settle in Canada, whence, under his leadership, the Indians
made awful ravages on the enemy in the State of New York. He

- raised and commanded a regiment of two battalions in Canada. In
August, 1777, he invested Fort Stanix and defeated Hermiker.
But in October, 1780, he suffered a defeat at Fox’s Mill, at the
hands of General Van Ransselaer. 7

He had been knighted by the king at St. Janres’ Palace, Lon-
don, on 22nd November, 1765. After the war he was appointed
superintendant-general of Indian affairs in British North America
as also colonel-in-chief of the six battalions of the militia of the
Eastern Townships of Lower Canada, and a member of the Legisla-
tive Council, and resided at Montréal. He married in June, 1778,
Mary, daughter of John Watts, Esq., for some time president of the
Council, New York ; and by her he had issue one son, William, who
became colonel in the army, and was killed at Waterloo. .

Sir John’s death occurred at his seat, Mount Johnson, Montreal,
on the 4th of January 1830, in the 60th year of his age.

REAR-ADMIRAL-CHAMBERS,

- BorN in 1747, died at Rugby, in England, September 28, 1829.
He was the fifth son of the late Thomas Chambers, Esq., of Studley
in Warwickshire, at which place, and at Tanworth in the same
county, his family have resided on their own estates ever since the
reign of Edward the Third. He entered the naval service in 1758,
as a midshipman, on board the Shrewsbury, 74 guns, under the
auspices of Captain (afterwards Admiral) Sir Hugh Palliser, with
whom he served at the reduction of Quebec, in 1759, and until the
conclusion of the war, in 1763.

During the ensuing peace he served in the Preston of 50 guns, -

commanded by Captain Allan Gardner, and bearing the flag of
Rear-Admiral Parry, Commander-in-Chief in the Jamaica station:
he subsequently joined Commodore Gambier in the Salisbury, and
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by that officer was made a Yeutenant into the Mermaid frigate, on
the coast of North Ameriea, in 1771.
At the commencement of the American war, he was appointed
second lientenant of the Active frigate, one of the squadron under
- Sir Peter Parker, destined to act against Charleston, in South
Carolina ; which ship had the honqur of leading her consorts to
the attack made on Sullivan’s Island, June 28, 1776. The Active
on that occasion had her first lieutenant (Pike) killed, and eight
men wounded. . From the Active he was removed, as first lieu-
tenant, into the Montreal frigate, Captain Douglas; and in June,
1778, be was nominated to the command of the flotilla on lake
Champlain, where he continued till the peace in 1783, when he was
sent home with despatches from Sir Frederick Haldimand, the
military commander-in-chief; through whose recommendations he
was immediately promoted to the rank of commander; and a
statement of his meritorious conduct on many trying occassions
being subsequently laid before the king, he was rewarded with a
commission as post-captain, dated 15th August in the same year.
. His stperannuation as a rear-admiral took placc November 21,
1805 B )

F: A. VASSAL DE MONVIEL.

LieuTENANT-COLONEL F. A. VassAL pE MoNVIEL, late adju-
tant-general of the militia of Lower Canada, was one of the few
remaining individuak who figured in the most stirring and memor-
able scencs of the history of this province. He was born in 1758,
the year before the conquest of Canada by the British arms, and
had for godfather the celebrated seaman and soldier, De Bougain-
ville. His father, captain in the Rayal Roussillon, was descended
from one of the old noble families of Francé, and fell whilst fighting
at the side of Montcalm on Abraham’s Plains; his grandfather was
killed at the battle of Caprouge the ensuing yéar, and was buried
at the General Hospital. During the American Revolution, Mr.
Vassal, the object of this notice, tvok arms in the army of Burgoyne, -
and made this campaign under the immediate order of General St
Léger, and was of the besieging party at Fort Stanix. From that
period, with the exception of a few years, he continued in the British
service, served in Holland, and was at the expedition of Plattsburg,
during the late war, under Gencral Prevost, as adjutant-general,
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dnd as such attended the commander-in-chief during the campaign
“in Upper and Lower Canada. He died at Quebec on the 25th of
October, 1843, at the advanced age of 85 years, in the possession ot
an irreproachable character for high minded honor, integrity, and
loyalty.

GENERAL Sir T. BLOOMFIELD, BArr.

HE was born on the 16th of June, 1744, and was the eldest son
of the Rev. Thomas Bloomfield, M.A., rector of Hartly and Chalk
in Kent, and chaplain to the Duke of Dorset. His father origi-
nally destined bim for the naval profession, and sent him to sea
in the Cambridge, under the command of his intimate friend, Sir
Percy Brett; but as he entertained a decided preference for the .
army, in 1758 his father procured for him’a cadetship in the
Royal Military Academy at Woolwich. His abilities and conduct
there, very soon attracted the notice of the celebrated Muller, then
Professor of Artillery and Fortification, who ever after distinguish-
ed him by his particular friendship and regard. In the unusually
short period of eleven months, he obtained his commission, and
soon after at the early age of fifteen, he was appointed to the com-
mand of a bomb vessel, at thebombardment of Havre de Grace, un-
der Admiral Rodney, and subsequently in the same year joined the
fleet in Quiberon Bay, under Sir Edward Hawke, engaged in blocka-
ding the French force under M. de Conflans. '

In 1762 he went to the West Indies with Admiral Rodney, and
was present at the capture of Martinique and the Havannah, and
subsequently of Pensacola and Mobile. In 1771, he had the good
fortuue of being introduced to the notice of General Conway, then
master-general of the Ordnance, who appointed him his aide-de-
camp, and received him into his family upon terms of parental
kindness. Upon Lord Townshend becoming the master-general,
he continued him in the same appointment tiil the year1776, when
he joined his company, which was ordered to embark for Canada,
although the situatiou of aide-de-camp would, according to the
cstablished usages of the armyy, have exempted him from the ne-
cessity of leaving England.

Iu a letter written by him at that time, to a very near relative at
howme, he says, ¢ General Phillips took the earliest opportunity after
my arrival of appointing me major-of-brigade, a post exceedingly
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eligible in my situation, as it puts it in my power to render myself

useful, though at the expense of my ease, which in my case I do

not in the least regret ; for had that been my object, I might have

possibly remained at home. I am happily attached to a very
.. genteel, intelligent, active man, and as every detail of the service
‘passes through my inspection, and my duty is my first and sole ob-
-ject in coming over, I am rather to be envied than not; for, how-
ever captivating a town life may be to many, I declare I feel greater
pleasure in the bustle of a camp than in the dull round in which
I should have been involved ; and which nothing but the society
- of those I esteem could give a relish to.” )

Upon his arrival in Canada, he was employed in the construction
of floating batteries upon the lakes, which he-had planned before
he left England, and he continued at the same time, by his own
desire, to do his regimental duty in the field, until upon the army
going into winter quarters, he returned to England.

The following letter was written at that time by General Phillips
to the master-general :— )

% Camp at St. John’s, 17th November, 1776.

“ My Lord, — Captain Bloomfield, -your Lordship’s aide-de-
camp, having served the campaign in Canada, returns to attend
your lordship’s orders in England. I could niot, in respect to your

" lordship, do otherwise than mark attention to this officer, whe
very gallantly as very properly urged his desire of serving with his
company ; and I requested of him to accept of being my major-of-
brigade for the campaign. I have been sufficiently repaid, not
only by much personal attention to me, but great advantage de-
rived from his knowledge in his profession. I will be free to hope,
that you will, my lord, allow Captain Bloomfield to return to this
service in the spring. - I think his own honor is concerned in his
doing =0, but a still more material reason may be given, that the
king’s service will suffér by his absence. I need say no more
on the occasion. Captain Bloomfield is charged with many
things relative to this service, which I hope will meet with atten-
tion. I.am, &c., - g

S “ Wwm PHILLPs.”
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Early in the following spring he again sailed to Canada,
taking out with him a gun and carriage, which he had constructed
in the interval, by the particular desire of Sir Guy Carleton and
General Burgoyne, calculated for the double purpose of land and
water service. He was actively engaged with the army under
General Burgoyne, during the whole of that campaign, until the
action which preceded the unfortunate convention of Saratoga,
when he received a most severe wound from a musket shot through
the front part of his head, and was for some time left on the field
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of battle ; but his life was providentially spared; and in the spring
of 1779, he returned to England, and resumed his duties as aide-
de-camp to Lord Townshend, who.in the following year appointed
him to the situation of inspector of artillery, which together with
the inspectorship of the Royal Foundry, he held until his death. .

It may not be unimportant to remark, that previously to this
time, the construction of ordnance; more especially of that intend-
ed for the naval service, together with the mode of its examina-
tion and proof, had been in a very- defective state. The bursting
of a gun, and the consequent loss of life among those who served
it, were events of too frequent occurrence; and a system of con-
cealing defects, even in cannon cast in the Royal Brass Foundry,
under the immediate eyes of the officers of government, had been
‘pursued to a great extent, and till then escaped detection. It was
therefore his first object, by visiting the various foundries in the
“kingdom; to ascertain the comparative excellence of the metal used
in them, and the supply which they were capable of affording. His
attention was next directed to the construction of ingenious instru-
ments which might apply the severest test to the strength and ac-
curacy of the guns which were brought before him, and he estab-
lished regulations for their reception into the service, to which he
ever after adhered with inﬂexib?e and persevering firmness.

The advantages resulting from this newly organised system were
soon so sensibly felt, that in the year 1783, a new - department was
created by the king’s warrant, and the whole of its duties placed un-
der his immediate direction as inspector of artillery, which had be-
fore been performed at an immense expense to the country, with a
divided responsibility, and consequentlyin a very inefficient manner.
From these causes it may with truth be asserted, that the ordnance
of Great Britain has been brought to a state of perfection beyond -
that of any other power in Europe. The substitution of iron instead
of brass ordnance, rendered practicable by successive improvements
has also led to a most important saving in expense, and the many
naval actions which oceurred during the .late wars, as well as the
sieges of Copenhagen and in the Peninsula, where the mode of
battering assumed a rapidity of firing unknown on former occasions,
abundantly testified the just confidence of his brother officers in
the weapons placed in their hands.

The last and most important millitary service’ in which he was
engaged, was the siege of Copenhagen in 1807, upon which occa-
sion he commanded the British and German artillery, under the
Earl of Cathcart ; and whatever difference of opinion may exist res-
pecting the policy of that expedition, it has never been doubted
that its objects were prosecuted with the utmost vigor, and crown-
ed with the most complete success. He was rewarded for his ser-
vices upon this occasion with the dignity of a baronet, and the
thanks of both Houses of Parliament ; and in his answer to a very
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hondsome letter from the master-general, he thus expresses him-
self :—“T cannot find words to convey my sentiments of the most
respectful gratitude for the very distingunished honor his Majesty _

has been pleased to announce hir gracious intention of bestowing -

upon me, so much above any merits I can claim, having done no.
more than my duty, in the performance of which I was so ably. as-
sisted. The beneficial consequences derived from it to our coun-
try at this eventful period, are alone the source of the highest
gratification, and I most fervently hope and trust, that with the
Divine assistance, eur exertions will Jong secure the independence
of the most favored nation upon earth.” :

18?26 died at Shooter’s Hill, Kent, England, on the 24th August,

JOSEPH BRANT.

JoserH BRANT, a celebrated Indian Chief, of pure Mohawk
blood, who was .at the héad of the Six Nations. About the
year 1756, he was sent by Sir William Johnson to Dr. Wheel-
ing’s Indian Charity School, in Connccticut. He there received
a good education, and was employed on public business. In 1762
he acted as interpreter to Smith, a missionary. He visited Eng-
land in 1775, where his attainments in learning attracted attention.
In the war he acted on the British side, and destroyed the settle-
ment of Minisink, in Orange County, on the 22nd July, 1779. In
the engagement that ensued, forty-four Americans fell beneath the
tomahawk of the Indian. The destruction of the settlement of
Wyoming has been ascribed to him by Campbell, as well as by
other writers, bit proofs were presented to the poet, in 1822, by one
of the sons of Brant, proving that he was not concerned in that
dreadful massacre. He visited England after the peace. The
saddest event of his life was the death of a son, whom he killed in
self-defence, when making a drunken attempt to murder him.
~ He never recovered from the sorrow and remorse occasioned by

this act, and as an expression of penitence for a deed which was
perhaps unavoidable, he resigned his commission in the British
service, and surrendered himself to justice, but Lord Dorchester,
the governor of Canada, would not accept his resignation. He
translated the book of Commen Prayer and the Gospel according
“to St. Mark, into the Mohawk language, which was published in
London, 1787. He died in 1807, at the age of 65 years.
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COLONEL LE COMTE DUPRE.

THis gentleman commanded the Canadian militia during the
siege of 1775-6. He had first received a commission from the
Marquis Duquesne, governor-general of Canada, as captain. In
June, 1755, he was appointed major, and iu the following Novem-
ber, lieutenant-colonel. In consequence of his behavior daring
the siege, on the 4th March, 1778, he was appointed colonel-com-
mandant for the city and district of Quebec, by General Sir Guy
Carleton. He continued in this extensive command for more
than twenty years, and his conduct deservedly obtained the friend-

ship, confidence and gratitude of all the militiamen of the district.
" Hawkins in his % Picture of Quebec” relates the following anec-
dote of him, which occurred in November, 1775.

“The enemy was at the gates of the city, when three
sergeants of the Canadian militia formed a conspiracy to admit
the Americans through a small wicket near the powder magazine,
where one of them commanded a guard. 'Colonel Dupré goin
his rounds one night about eleven o’clock, became suspicious, an
soon discovered this plot, and communijcated it to Lieutenant-
Governor Cramahe ! The sergeants were secured, and kept in
prison until the following May. They were then tried, and ad-
mitted that the city had been saved by the sagacity of Colonel
Dupré. The Americans enraged at the discovery of the plot, did
all the damage they could to thé colomel’s property. Four
hundred were quartered at his house and land near &ebeo, which
they ruined. At his seigniory they destroyed his flour, and broke
in pieces his furniture. On being offered a grant of land as a
reward for his services, and as a compensation for his loss, he re-
fused to accept it, saying, that he served out of regard to his
country and his king, and required no remuneration.”

ADMIRAL SCHANK.

JoHN SCHANK, a distingnjsﬁed naval officer, born:in Fifeshire,
Scotland, in 1740. He went to sea in the British seryice when
young, and in the first American war he was employed on the lakes
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of Canada, where he displayed great talents both as a seaman and
engineer, * Returning home on peace taking place, he obtained
the rank of post captain. - He devoted his leisure to the improve-
ment of naval architecture, and in 1793 he published a treatise on
a method which he had invented of navigating vessels in shallow
water by means of sliding keels. He contributed to the foundation
of the society for the encouragement of naval architetture, and
in 1794 he was nominated agent of transports. He subsequently
was employed as an engineer in superintending the defence of the
eastern coast of England. On the establishment of the Transport
Board, he was made one of the commissioners; in 1805he was
raised to the rank of admiral; and in 1822 to that of admiral of
the blue. His death took place at Dawlish, in Devonshire, in
February,1823. Admiral Schank distinguished himself by several
ingenious inventions, and he wrote some works on ship building.

Hox. PETER RUSSELL

Or this gentleman, upon whom devolved the government of
Canada West, on the resignation of Major General Simcoe, in 1796,
nothing is known except that he came to Canada with General
Simcoe as inspedtar-general, and became a member of the first
Parliament of that section of the province, and also of the Execu-
tive Council; and subsequently as the senior member of that
body, took Governor Simeoe’s place, the duties of which he fulfilled
. until 1799, when General Hunter arrived as duly appointed suc-
©essor.

During his administration, several sound and healthy measures
for the province were passed in the Legislature; and among these
may be enumerated the act incorporating the legal profession,
ang that for establishing trade with the United States.

#*He built at-§ebecy and commanded the Inflexible, 18 guns, and fought her
against the revolted colonies on Lake Champlain, October, 1776. Many of her
upper timbers were quite new, having been growing in the forests only ten days
before the batile,
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St JOHN:HAMILTON, Baxr.

" ANOTHER name which deserves to be honorably mentioned in
connection with the early history of the province, and whose owper
was raised to rank and affluence through such connection, is that of
8ir John Hamilton, an able naval commander, and who during the
defence of Quebec, in 1775-6, in command of the Lizard, displayed
such bravery, skill and energy in repelling the American invaders,
and in assisting Sir Guy Carleton in doing so, that the king in 1776
conferred upon him the honor of a baronetcy, which he long
enjoyed.

JOSEPH QUESNEL, Esq.,

A CANADIAN poet, dramatist and composer, &o., of some repate,
was born in France in 1750, and died at Montreal on the 8rd of
July, 1809. He obtained letters of naturalisation from Geéneral
Haldimand. In I788 he produced “ Colas et Colinette, ou le
Baidli Dupé,” a comed in»tﬁree acts, printed at Quebec, and per-
formed at Montrepl in 1790 ; « Lucas et Cecile,” a musical operatta ;
“ Les Républicains Frangais,” a comedy. In 1805 he wrote a
treatise on the dramatic art, for the Quebec amateurs; and, at
different times, several musical compositions, all of more or less
merit. These pieces were extremely popular with, and widely
read by the French Canadian people.

His sons made some fi in the political history of the lower -

province. The Hon. Jules Quesnel, who died in 1842, was one
of the chiefs of the opposition party before the union, and became
a member of the special committee ; while the Hon. F. A.
Quesgel, Q. C., was a talented pleader at the bar, and a member of
Parliament. He opposed the union in 1823, and, in 1848, was
appointed a member of the Legislative Council.

Sy &
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S CHARLES DOUGLAS,

AN eminent naval officer ; he was a native of Scotland and first
obtained employment in the maratime service of Holland. This
circumstance ogemted to his disadvantage on entering into the
Enilish navy ; however, at the commencement of the American war,
he had the command of a squadron destined to act ix the Gulf of
St. Lawrence. His conduct on that station, in 1776, having
forced his way tﬁ that great river, in the spring of the year, when
nearly filled with drifting ice, to the relief of his countrymen in
Quebec, procured him honors and promotion. On the prospect of
a rapture with Spain, in 1787, he was raised to the rank of a
rear-admiral. He died in 1789. Independent of his menit in
the practice of the more immediate duties of his profession, he de-
serves notice on account of his important improvement in the
mode of firing guns on board ships, by means of lock instead of
matches. It is said that he was acquainted with six European
lan; 8, and could speak them correctly. ‘

Eis grandson is the present General Sir Howard Douglas, G.C.B.

COLONEL DE PEYSTER.

CoLoNEL ARENT SCHUYLER DE PEYSTER, a name well known in
Upper Canada, having been connected with that province in -
its infancy, in various ways, but princigally in his profession as a
military officer, was the grandson of the celebrated Colonel
'Abrabham De Peyster, and was born in New York, on 27th June,
1736. He entered the 8th or King’s Regiment of Foot in 1755,
served in various parts of North America under his uncle, Colonel
Peter Schuyler, and commanded at Detroit, Michillimackinac, and
various places in Upper Canada, during the American revolution-
ary war. ' The Indian tribes of the north-west were then decidedly
hostile to the British Government, but the judicious measures
adopted by Colonel De Peyster, ténded to conciliate and finally to
detach them entirely from the American cause. To his influence
over the Indians, several American missionaries and their families
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were, on one occasion, indebted for the preservation of their lives. .
Having risen to the rank of colonel, and commanded his regiment
for many years, he retired to Dumfries, Scotland, the native town
of his wife, where he resided until his death. During the French
revolution, he was instrumental in embodying and training the 1st
Regiment of Dumfries Volunteers, of which Robert Burns was an
original member. He was on terms of friendship with Burns, who
addressed to him one of his fugitive pieces, and with whom he
once carried on a poetical controversy in the columns of the
Dumfries Journal. He died as full of honors as of years, hav-
ing held the king’s commiseion upwards of 77 years, and being -
%oléably at the time the oldest officer in the service, in November,
32. .

Hon. H. T. CRAMAHE.

THis gentleman administered the government from 1770 to the
latter part of 1774, during the absence of the goveinor, Sir Guy
Carleton. It was a most critical time, namely, the passing of the
“ Quebec Act,” and required great vigilance on the part of the
person in charge of the government to watch over its interests,—
what with the indignation of the English community and the
subtility of the English colonists settled in what is now the
United States. ]

Mr. Cramahe performed his high duties with great care and
judiciousness, and his conduct, on the occasion of the English
people demanding a legislature to be convened, deserves ‘great
credit. We believe he was a French Swiss by birth, and a member
of the Exeeutive Council. .

Hox. CHIEFJUSTICE LIVIUS.

Mg. Livius, the occupant of this high office, during ‘our early
history, was a foreigner, and was born abroad about the year 1727.
He resided for a considerable time previous to the independence
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of the United States at Portsmouth, New Hampshire; was a
member of the Council under the Royal Government ; but was pro-
scribed by the act, 1778. Of the members of the Couucil of New
Hampshire, in 1772, seven were relatives of the governor.
Having been left out of a commission as a justice of the Common
Pleas, on the division of the province into counties, when new
appointments were made, and dissenting from the views of the
Council as to the disposition of reserved lands in grants made by a
foreign governor, Livius went to England, and exhibited to the
Lords of Trade several and serious charges against the administra-
tion of which he was a member. These charges were rigidly
investigated, but were finally dismissed. Livius appears, however,
to have gained much popularity among thosé in New Hampshire,
who were opposed to the governor, and who desired his removal ;
and was appointed by their influence chief-justice of the province.
But as it was thought that the appointment, under the circum-
stances, was likely to produce discord, he was transferred to that
of this province, then called Quebec. His commission bears date
May 31, 1777; and we believe he served until about 1786,
when he retired to England where he died in 1795. Sabine says
of him, ¢ Livius would seem a gentleman of strong feelings.”” He
possessed a handsome fortune; was educated abroad, but received
an honorary degree from Harvard University, in 1767.

~
-

~

St= FREDERICK HALDIMAND, K.B.

FrEDERICK HALDIMAND, licutenant-general in the - British
army, and once governor of Canada, a native of Yierdon, County
of Berne, Switzerland, was one of those heroes who owed their
clevated dignity solely to their marked superiority of talent.

Those who have had the advantage of serving under him and
sharing in his fatigues and perils, cannot have failed to have made
known his eminent qualities, and the preference of the Eng-
lish nation, who confided to him the government of such an impor-
tant colony as Canada in the then trying and precarious times,
must justify for ever the high opinion entertained of him. Hefirst
entered into the service of the king of Sardinia; and, prompted by
a noble ambition to instruct himself in the school of the king
of Prussia, he joined his service, where after about three years
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he was admitted as a licutenant in the Guards, with the rank of
lieutenant-coldmel.

In 1754 he finally entered the British army, together with his
friend Bouquet, both with the rank of colonel, to serve in the
Royal Americans, which had lately been raised. -

e war of 1755, between France and England, offered divers
-occagions for distinguishing himself and developing his talents.

He distinguished himself most signally at the unfortunate at-
tack made on the retrenchments of Ticondorago, defended by Lieu-
tenant-General Montcalm, on the 8th July, 1758 ; but where he
achieved the greatest merit was in the defence of Oswego, on Lake
Ontario, and although little notice was then taken of his exploits,
nevertheless, it shon%d not be lost sight of at the present moment,
no more than those of Captains Steiner, de Zurich, Mare, Provost,
de Gendve, Viulliamoy de Sausconne et Du Fez, de Meridon, all
experienced officers serving under Colonel Haldimand. The Bri-
tish army, who was preparing to lay siege to Nim;.]"an in 1759, con-
verted Oswego into a depot for provisions as well as of munitions
of war for the campaign, and was confided to Colonel Haldimand.
The governor-general of Cabpada, the Marquisde Vaudreuil, being
informed of this, sent an army of 4000 meu under the orders of
Chevalier de la Corne, to attack that post, defended only by about
1000 men. The fate of the whole army depended upor maintain-
ing this position, otherwise the army besieging Niagara would
not only have been in danger of being surprised by the Cheva-
lier, who would have marched directly, but of finding itself
placed between cross fires, by another force of equal strength, who,
in concert with the first, would have met at the same time to com-
bat the British." Even supposing that they could have resisted
this double shock, they woulgolsllave remained’ without provisions,
exposed to hunger, and at a distance of 200 miles from any Eng- -
lish habitation.

. TheChevalier de la Corne on appearing before Oswego found it
very well entrenched, Colonel Haldimand being aware of the im-
portance of this post, took the necessary precautions, as"an able and
intelligent officer ought to do, and this led to his safety, and that
of the British army at a distance ot 60 miles.

The attack commenced by 600 Indians, who extended themselves
partly in front of the entrecnchments. The chevalier attacked in
colunin with his whole force. He was repulsed several times, and
although he persisted, he was not more successful. The battle lasted
mos':;f;m of the day, while an attack during the night was contem-
plated by the French, who having passed the night under arms,
the chevalier ordered a retreat. The colonel persuaded, as well as
his officers, that death or glory must ensue, caused a second inside
entrenchment to be made during the night as a last resort. He
sustained his reputation during the remainder of the war, as may be
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judged by his conduct at the siege of Montreal, as well as on the
expeditions which followed, between July and September, 1760,
when that city by its capitulation rendered the British masters of
all the Canadas. : .

Some writers on Canada contend, that without any knowledge of
the country, on account of his being a foreigner, (which was un-
true), he was totally unfit to govern a country of this description,
no matter what his reputation was as a soldier. Nevertheless, he
held the post assigned him until 1785, and having very meagre
records of the time of his administration, we are not prepared to
say anything.either to his credit or disadvantage. It is clear,
however, that he did nothing very outré from what we can learn,
the time was occupied principally in settling the country with the
United Empire Loyalists, and the disbanded troops, and in making
provision for their sustenance, until they should be enabled to sup-
port themselves. ‘

Swith says of Haldimand:—¢ Various have been the opinions
respecting this gentleman’s administration. If-we are to give cre-
dit to the assertions of some, his government was marked by severity;
-and on the other hand, it has been represented as having been

- conducted by a wholesome discipline, necessary gt that time, to
preserve the public tranquillity. On the score of his being a fo-
reigner, many excuses may be made for the errors of his adminis-
tration. Several actions for damages for false imprisonment were
instituted against him in England ; the persons who had been im-
prisoned, recovered judgments against him, which were paid by
government.” ‘ i

He was recalled, and succeceded by Henry Hamilton, Esquire.

DUCALVET. -

PIERRE DUCALVET, one who figures most considerably in the -
political annals, acquired a large fortune in the fur trade under the
French domination, and remained in the country after the con-
quest. Canada was administered according to the French laws
until the peace of Versailles,in 1763. The ensuing year, it was ad-
ministered according to the English laws; and the Canadians were
removed from their offices by reason of their religion. Being a
Huguenot, Ducalvet did not share in this, and was appointed a
justice of the peace and magistrate. His compatriots could not
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be admitted to practice at the bar; to remedy this injustice he
tried, as did the Intendent Raudot in former times, to reconcile
the parties. The tribunal under his jurisdiction was the soul of
justice, and this was denied to the Canadians every where. But
it was mostly as mover of the constitution that Ducalvet became
so celebrated. He declared open war against the administrative
system, which reigned under the Legislative Council, and which
he thought was infected with despotic doctrines, as well as against
Sir Frederick Haldimand, the governor, personally ; he demand-
ed for the Canadians the rights of British subjects as he under-
stood them ; and drew up a plan of a constitution in every respect
like that which was granted in 1791, but without the university
and the regiment of two battalions clauses. He boldly prosecuted
Haldimand in England, who afterwards incarcerated him for treason,
merely upon documentary evidence; and-at the same time reclaimed
-of Benjamin Franklin, at Paris, the payment of what he had
furnished Congress. He published in London the “Letter to the
Canadians,” and the “Appeal to the Justice of the State,” addressed
to the king, the Prince of Wales, and the ministers and members
of Parliament. His writings are powerful, and possess a sharp
though unpolished eloquence. The ex-Jesuit of Quebee, (Rou-
baud) is believed to have assisted him in his labors. Ducalvet
went twice to England ; the first time ip 1783, accompanied by his
only son, born in 1773, aged 10 years ; his wife, Louise Jusseaume
had died in 1774. Hedeft his child in London. He remained in
Canada from 1785 to 1786, and returned to England in the month
of January, for the purpose of continuing his accusations against -
Haldimand, but it appears that the ship in which he sailed foun-
dered at sea. P. Ducalvet, the son, remaining in London, was
still living in 1796. It was ascertained that he had not been
thrown overboard, and his mother escaped from becoming distract-
ed with-such cruel terrors, as were imagined by M. Barthe. The
world will not pass judgment on Ducalvet in- the same point.of
view. Those, whose loyalty to government is established beyond
. doubt, will be against him ; while those who do, not admire the
-~ British Constitution, or who deplore the results, which had been or
may be derived therefrom in Canada, may be little thankfulto him ;
although they should remember that to demand it he allied himself
with the British of the colony and the loyal Americans. Those,
on the other hand, who admire that form of government, may con-
sider themselves as indebted to him; they will remember that it
Was to obtain this for them that he sacrificed his foitune, and that
he even perished in furtherance of his efforts in this political
struggle. “Small in stature, of good figure, noble appearance, and
of a warm heart, he k of the character of the great men of
Rome and Sparta in their best times ;”” so says one of his friends.

14
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HENRY HAMILTON, Esc.

Tais gentleman became lieutenant-governor of Quebec, on the
recall of Sir Frederick Haldimand, in 1785% Previous to his con-
_nection with Canada, he had served in the British army, but had
retired from the service, on peace being concluded between Eng-
land and the European powers »

He administered only one year, but that year brought forth a good
deal that was beneficial to the province, such as the first entering
on the Statute Book of the law of Habeas Corpus, which gave gen-
eral satisfaction, not only to the English, but also to the French
" portion of the community.

Mr. Hamilton was succeeded by Sir Guy Carleton, who had been
raised to the peerage as Lord Dorchester, and came to govern Can-
ada for the second time. He returned to England, but shortly af-
terwards was appointed governor of Dominica, an office which he
filled with great ability and integrity. He died at Antigua in Sep-
tember, 1776.

o

Hon~. CHIEFJUSTICE SMITH.

HoxN. WiLLiAM SMI1TH was born at New York on the 25th of
June, 1728. His father, a lawyer of eminence in that province, be-
camec a member of his Majesty’s council, and was afterwards ap-
pointed judge of the court of King’s Bench. Judge Smith left
many children, the eldest of whom is the subjectof this memoir.

Mr. Smith was thus descended from arespectable family in the pro-
vince, and his father perceiving that he evinced considerable talent
in his youth, sent him early to a grammar school at New York. At
- school he was an extraordinary proficient, and, when sufficiently in-
structed, was sent to Yale College, ¢t New Haven, in Connecticut,
where he distinguished himself so much by his learning and assi-
duity, that he obtained the degree of A.M. ataveryearlyage. He
was well acquainted with the ancienc writers, particularly with the
Greek philosophers, whose history he read in their native language,
while he understood sufficient of the Hebrew to become familiar
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with many things in the Rabbinical learning. He made the study
of divinity a chief pursuit, and those who read what he had writ-
ten on this important subject, were astonished at his knowledge of
the scriptures, while to many it appeared incredible that one man
should have acquired in a few years such variety of knowledge in
matters unconnected with his immediate avocations.

He had great readiness in arithmetic, was an excellent mathema-
tician, and in medicine -was so well informed, that several eminent
physicians of his native state "Have-declared—thut in answer to sev-
eral questions propounded to him on this science, he had discovered
great judgment, as well as minute knowledge; indeed he under-
stood almost as much of the general principles of the healing art
as speculation without practice could enable him. o

He was a devout Christian, a sincere Protestant, and tolerant and
just to those from whom he differed most. He used constantly to
worship God in his family, performing its duties always himself.

Having spent several years at college, Mr. Smith repaired to his
native city, where he studied law, and after beinz called to the
bar, he entered it with a very extensive practice ; he was above the
mean appetite of loving money, for if he saw a cause was unjust, he
‘would state thgt it was so, and if the litigant parties persisted in their
respective views, he would desire them to seek another counsellor ;
if he found the causé doubtful, he always advised his client to com-
promise. When differences were referred to him, which he settled,
he would receive no reward, though offered it by both parties, con-
sidering himself in these cases as a judge ; observing that “ a judge
ought to take no money.” He was an eloquent speaker, remarkable
for the soundness of his law opinions, many of which are collected
and recorded in a book by Chalmers, entitled ““Opinions of Emai-
nent Lawyers.” He was the intimate friend of Robertson the his-
torian of America, and of many other literary characters of that day.

He was appointed a member of his Majesty’s council as early as
the year 1769, where his attendance was regular, his integrity un-
questioned, and his loyalty firm to his king; and when the lower-
ing clouds, caused by the Stamp Act, began to spread over the con-
tinent, he saw the danger likely to result from the measure, and
drew up a plan of union of all his Majesty's colonies, which if it
had been then adopted, might have prevented the civil war that en-
sued, and the dismemberment of the British Empire in America.

The direct tax that was devised by Parliament in 1764, was the
origin of the controversy; both courtries resorted to the constitu-
tion for arguments in support of tenets diametrically opposite to
each other ; on the part of America there was 2 claim set up to all
the rights of Englishmen, and it was inferred that no tax could be
laid upon them without the consent of their assemblies. Great Bri-
tain on the other hand attempted to justify her measures by
admitting the principle, but denying the consequence; she con-
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tended that America was virtually represented by the Commons of
Great Britain. Mr. Smith proposed a plan of union of all the colo-
nies friendly to the great whole, and linking them and Great Bri-
tain together by the most indissoluble ties ; all requisitions for aid
and supplies for general purposes, had been formerly addressed to
the several provincial assemblies ; it was now proposed this should
be made to the general government. It was not, however, intended
to emancipate the assemblies, but that there should be a lord-lieu-
tenant as in Ireland, and a council of at least twenty-four members,
appointed by the Crown, or the House of Commons, consisting of
deputies chosen by their respective assemblies, to meet at the cen-
tral provinceof New York, asthe parliament of North America. To
this body it was proposed all t/}xlg"royal requisitions for aids were to
be made, and they were to,hu&f’authority to grant for all, to settle
the quotas for each, leaving the ways and means to their separate
consideration, unless in case of default. The members of the coun-
cil were to depend upon the royal pleasure, but, to preserve inde-
pendency, they were to be men of fortune, and hold their places
for life, with some honorable distinction to their families, as a lure
to prevent the office falling into contempt. ,

The number of deputies was to be proportioned to the compara-
tive weight and abilities of the colonies they represented. The two
Floridas, Rhode Island, Nova Scotia, and Georgia, to have five
each ; New Hampshire, Maryland, North Carolina, and Quebec, each
seven ; South Carolina and New Jersey, each eleven ; New York,
Pennsylvania, and Connecticut, each twelve ; and Massachusetts
Bay and Virginia, each fifteen. The whole house would thus con-
sist of one hundred and forty-one members, a small number when
the importance of the trust was.considered, but to be increased
when the colonies became mor&populous and desired it. The
Crown to retain its ancient negative, and the British Parliament
its legislative supremacy in all cases relative to life, liberty, and
property, except ia the matter of taxations for general aids, or for
immediate support of the American government. A dignified
government like this, it was supposed, would produce unspeakable

advantages by making the colonies better known, and that it would”

correct the many disorders that had crept into some of the colo-
nial constitutions, dangerous in some ‘instances to the colonists
themselves, and their British creditors, and derogative of the first
rights and many of the prerogatives of the Crown, most friendly
to peace and good order.

The minister, G. Grenville, approved of the plan, but never
brought it forward in Parliament; and thus things remained
until Great Britain, in 1775, determined to tax the colonies
without their consent. Mr. Smith deeply deplored the conten-
tions that afterwards took place, and long before the civil war
broke out, exerted every means in his power to avert ic. "

TR IR 045 gty
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General Tryon, the governor of New York, finding it no
longer safe to remain in <the city, embarked on board the
Duchess of Gordon, signifying to the- council that he would not
meet them again in public business; leaving each member
to retire when he pleased. Mr. Smith then repaired to his
country seat at Haverstraw, about forty miles from New York. He
was not long there before he was summoned, 3rd June, 1777, to
attend the council of safety at Kingston, and being introduced be-
fore them, he was asked whether he considered himself a subject of
the Independent States of America? To which he replied, that he
did not conceive himself discharged from his oaths of fidelity to the
Crown of Great Britain; upon which an order was immediately
made by the board, of the 7th of June, ordering him to be confin-
ed within the manor of Livingston, where he remained until he
was sent into New York, by a flag, under the superintendence of
Colonel Burr, by order of General Washington.

' Mr. Smith remained at New York till the evacuation of that
city by the king’s troops, and went to England with Sir Guy Carle-
ton, the then commander-in-chief. He there remained until he was
appointed chief-justice of Canada, in November, 1786, and con-
tinued to hold that station until he died, on the 3rd November,
1793. He thus held his office as chief-justice for seven years,
managing the court and all proceedings in it, with singular justice.
It was observed by the whole country, how much he raised its re-
putation ; and those who held places and offices .in itgal} déclared,
the impartiality of his justice, his generosity, his vast dilligence,
and his great exactness in trials. It was customary before histime,
that all prisoners should be brought into court, in the custody of a
party of soldiers; he disapproved of this, and established, for the
first time, the appointment of constables, ordering them to be pro-
vided with their batons of office, ‘which has been continued cver
since. He was taken with a shivering fit in court, and it was suc-
ceeded by an ardent fever, which no medical skill could arrest or
destroy. A day before his death, he desired one of his children to
send round to the clergymen of each communion a declaration to be
read in the several churchesy of his firm belief in the Divinity of
his Saviour. ]

As a Christian, he was one of the greatest patterns of the time
in which he lived ; and, in his public employments, either when at
the bar, or on the bench, was equally distinguished as a model of
Christian perfection. . .
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Sie ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.

TaI1S ingenious and energetic traveller and discoverer was origi-
nally a Canadian merchant. The date of his birth is not known ; but
he was a native of Inverness, and a traveller of considerable talent
and perseverance, connected with the North West Fur ComFany, in
the employ of Mr. Gregory. In 1789, he set  out to explore the
country to the north, nearly midway between the Pacific Ocean and
Hudson’s Bay, from a station at the head of the Athabaska Lake.
He discovered the great river, which bears his name, falling into
the Polar Sea. He undertook a second journey three years after-
wards, to reach the Peace River; he succeeded, and was the first
European whe ever crossed from sea to sea, the whole breadth of
the vast American continent to the northward, which he completed
from Fort Chipiowyan in eleven months.

"'WILLIAM BERCZY, Eso.

WiLLIAM BERCZY, a name well known in Upper Canada, was
born in Saxony, about the years 1747-8. While he was still quite
young, his father removed to Vienna with his family. . We find by
the copy of a letter; in his own hand-writing, dated at Hanover,
13th February, 1792, that he was not of an “indifferent” family,
well known in Germany ; that his -father was employed in the
diplomatic corps of the German Empire, and that others of his
relations were, at that time, and had been previously, members of
the supreme tribunal of the Empire, and that his uncle had been
for more than forty years minister of the house of Brunswick, at
the Imperial Court of Vienna. He studied at the universities of
Leipsic and Jeva, and was destined by his father to follow in his
path; but imbued by a feeling of independence, and the ideas
prevalent in those days, he preferred choosing a career for himself.
He left his home, travelled in Poland, Hungary, Croatia, and the
adjoining countries. From thence he went to Italy and Switzer-
land, where he became acquainted with Miss Charlotte Allemand,
whom he married on the 15th of December, 1785. She was of
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respectable parentage in Switzerland, several of her paternal uncles
being men of letters, of some celebrity, one of them a professor of
the university of Leyden, and another a professor of a literary
institution at Lausanne, of whom favorable mention is made by
the celebrated historian, Gibbon, in his Memoirs. After his
marriage, he returned to Italy, from whence, in the year 1790, he
went to London, in England, when his son William was born, 6th
January, 1791. Here he was engaged as agent by an association,
of which Sir William Pultney (afterwards Earl of Bath,) was the
principal, who were owners of a large tract of land in Genesee
county, in the State of New York, in America, to procure pcople
from Germany, to settle on those lands. Having procured a num-
ber of emigrants, in the year 1792, he sct sail from Hamburg with
about sixty German families, and after a tedious passage, landed them
at Philadelphia. From thence he was to convey them to their place
of destination, on the Genesee lands; but as a great part of the
country he had to go through was still uninhabited, he opened a
waggon road by the aid of his people, of upwards of one hundred
miles in length, through the forests, and finally cstablished them -
on their lands in the autumn of that year. Differences having
arisen between Mr. Berczy and a Mr. Charles Williamson, the
chief agent of the association, he felt himself compelled, .in the
year 1793, to institute. an action of damages against that agent,
#and the proprietors of the Genesee lands, which having resulted in

his. favor, he detérmined to withdraw his peo&rle, andescttle with

them in Upper Canada, where he had learned, through the pro-
‘tlamation of the governor of that province, published in 1792, as
well as from other sources, that advantageous offers’ were made to
‘leddersof families desirous of settling there. He, in consequence
formed an association with some gentlemen at New York, for the
. purpose of bringing out emigrants from Germany, if favorable
arrangements could be effected with the Canadian government.
Immediately after he proceeded to Niagara, in Upper Canada, at
that time the head-quarters of the government, called on Governor
Simcoe, to whom he proposed, not only to bring the people he had
already at the Genesee, but to introduce a much larger number
from Germany, if he could get lands for their settlement, on such
conditions as wquld indemnify the associstions of which he was a
member for their outlay in carrying out their project Having
pitched upon the townships of Markham, in the rear of the town
of York, he brought his people from the Genesee, amounting to
sixty-four families. The town of York, now Toronto, at that
period, was scarecly inhabited, and the whole country back, was a
dense wilderness; he therefore, had to find a way to convey his
people and their effects to their fature residence, and at once set
to work in opening the road, as far as Gwillimbury, now known as
Yonge Street, and from there to his township. As it may be
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interesting to some persons at this time, to know who was the actual
projector of that road, we insert below, a letter from Mr. (after-
ward Sir) David William Smith, then acting surveyor-general,
dated at York, 11th of October, 1794, in which he writes to Mr.
Bereazy.

“DeAR SiR.—In order that you may be acquainted with the
method which has been taken in opening Dundas street, I enclose
to you Mr. Jones’s letter on that subject, in hopes it may be of
assistance to you in the opening of Yonge Street.”

(Signed) “D. W. SuITH,
Acting Surveyor-General.”

The survey of the township of Markham having been completed
in -‘May, 1795, Mr. Berczy applied for the government patents for
his land ; he was however put off at first by being told that his set-
tlers being aliens, could not yet receive their deeds, and subsequently,
other reasons were alleged, until, 1n the year 1797, all grants of a
similar nature were recinded, on the plea that the grantees had not
complied with the conditions of settlement required by the govern-
ment. Having, in vain, endeavored to obtain a reversal of this order,
which ought not to have applied to his particular case, ashe had been”
the only one of the numerous grantees who had complied with the
conditions'of settlement, he, as a last resort, in the year 1799, went
to England, to lay his case before the Imperial Government ; and
after a delav of nearly two years, at last brought his business to a
favorable termination ; but in this also, he ultimately disap-
pointed, for he never obtained the titles to theéylands he had so
dearly bought by years of toil, and great outlay of money, not all
his own, it is true, but all that he did possess:

On his return from prosecuting his claim in England, in the
autumn of 1801, the vessel in which he sailed, was unfortunately
forced by stress of weather, to put into the Bay of Chaleurs, in
the province of New Brunswick, where he had to remain until the
middle of February, 1802, when, at the age of about fifty-five years,
he set out on snow shoes, a mode of travel he had never before
practiced, and crossed the wilderness, on his way to Quebec, which

_he reached on the 8th of March following.

His efforts to obtain the justice, to which he considered himself
entitled, after his return to Upper Canada, having failed, he finally -
left that province, to reside at Montreal, in the year 1805.

The expenses caused by his unfortunate undertaking, having
principally fallen on him, as the only responsible person in this
country, he found himself, after settling with his creditors, left
without means of support; he was consequently forced to avail
himself of his talent for painting, to earn by that means a living
for himself and his family. .

In the spring of 1812, he left Montreal, on a journey to New
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York, in the hope of obtaining some indemnification from his
former associates, in the land businéss already mentioned, some of
whom were still living in that city, and also with the view of
ublishing a statistical account of the provinces of Upper and

ower Canada, which he had completed, during the lcisure mo-
ments allowed him, from his other almost incessant occupations.
When he left Montreal, he had just partially recovered from a
severe attack of illness, the seeds of which he carried with him
on his journey, and from the effects of which, in the winter of
18183, he died at New York, having becn kindly cared for by some
of his old friends, during his last illness. &

It does not appear that he realized the projectsihe had in view,
by going to New York, which probably failed, owing to his state of
ill health; nor did the family find among the papers they recovered,
after the termination of the war, between Great Britain and the
United States, his work on the Canadas, which possibly may have
been appropriated by some person unknown to them.

Thus ended the career of a gentleman, who had devoted many
years of his life, in the hope of benefiting his countrymen in
Germany, by removing them to America, where they might enjoy
freer institutions and greater liberty than in their native land,
while, at the same time, he had hoped to realize a competence for
himself; but who, through the jealousy and injustice of some of
his fellow creatures, had his life embittered by disappointment and
pecuniary difficulties.

His son was the late Charles Albert Berczy, born at Niagara,
C. W., 22nd August, 1794. He entered the commissariat during
the war of 1812, and rose to be acting deputy assistant-commis-
sary-general. He afterwards became a justice of the peace and
postmaster of Toronto, where he died in June, 1858, after a life of
usefulness and honor. He was one of the first projectors of the
Northern Railway and a large stockholder. He married Miss
Apne Eliza Finch, daughter of the late Joseph Stace Finch, Ksq.,
of Greenwich, England, an officer in the Field Train.  She, with a
large family, survives him

Sir ALURED CLARKE, G.C.B.

| Tris gallant ?aﬂier and gentleman, who administered the gov-

croment of the province of Quebec, as lientenant-governor, trom

1 1792 to 1793, during thc absence of Lord Dorchester, was a
: 15 .
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celebrated military commander, who afterwards rose to the highest
honors and distinction, in the service of his country. He was
probably of the family, one of whom was Alured Clarke, D.D,,
who died Dean of Exeter, in May 1742. His stay in Canada was
not a long one ; he opened and closed one session of parliament,
did some good public business, and that was all. Smith says of
him, that  his administration was a mild one, and his deportment
that of a gentleman.”

Previous to his connexion with us, he had been governor of
Jamaica ; after he left Canada, he was intrusted with the command
ot an expedition against the Cape of Good Hope, which he reduced,
and was knighted by the king. In 1795 he proceeded to India,
and was appointed commander-in-chief of Madras. In 1797, he
gave up that command to take that of Bengal, as also the governor-
ship, and commanded the army in Lucknow, which deposed the
Nabob, Viser Ally, and placed Sandut Ally on the musnud of
Oude; shortly afterwards in September, he was named to the high
and honorable post of governor-general of India, and only
resigned in April 1798, to Lord Mornington, when in May of the
same year, he was appointed commander-in-chief of the forces in
India. This distioguished mark of honor he resigned in 1801, and
on returning to England in 1802, was raised to the rank of general.
In July, 1830, he was made a field marshal; and in September,
1832, closed a long and distinguished life, in the services of his
king and country, after having raised himself to one of the
proudest positions i England. ’

Hox. JOHN HALE.

THE subject of this brief notice, who died in December, 1838,
was a member of the Lower Canadian Legislative Council, and
receiver-general of that province.

Mr. Hale belonged to an ancient and distinguished family in the
north of England, and was allied by marriage, to the family of the
late Lord Amherst, commander-in-chief of the British forces in
America, who received the capitulation of Canada, at Montrea), in
1760. He was brother-in-law, we believe, of the late Earl Amherst,
late governor of India.

We do not know exactly when Mr. Hale cameto Canada, but he
was here in 1794, with his late Royal Highness Prince Edward.
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After some absence from Canada, Mr. Hale returned as paymaster--

neral of the forces, which office he held till it was merged in the
ﬁzties of the commissariat. He purchased from the De Lanaudiére
family, the seigniory of Ste. Anne de la Pérade, and lived some
years at the domain, on the best of terms with the inhabitants,
amongst whom he introduced several improvements. In 1824, he
was appointed acting receiver-general, which office he held till
the time of his'death, the duties being discharged during the infir-
mities of his last .illness, by his son, Jeffrey Hale, Esquire.

Mr. Hale was of the old school, with theusual liberality and inde
pendence of an English gentleman ; he had some strong hereditary
feeling about the duties of a public officer, which, we apprehend, were
better securities than the strictest laws and superintendence in those
times when offices were frequently sought and obtained through in-
trigue and popular favor. No oneeven doubted Mr. Hale's correct
discharge of the duties of his situation. He neither gave nor asked
for favors, ever prepared and punctual to do all that he was au-
thorized to do, according to the regular course and the respounsibili-
ties of his officc. -

wil
e 3

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIMCOE.

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JOHN GRAVES SiMcoE, the first go-
verngr of Upper Canada, and the chief instrument in settling and
establishing that most flourishing and prosperous of her Majesty’s
dependencies. He was born at the town of Cotterstock, North-
ampfonshire, England, in 1752, and was the son of Captain John
| Simcoe, commander of H. M. 8. Pembroke, who was killed at Que-
| bec; in the execution of his duty, in the year 1759, whilst assist-
 ing; the ever glorious Wolfe in his siege of that city. He died at
the comparatively early age of 45,leaving a wife and two children to
mourn and lament the loss of “an indulgent husband, a tender pa-
rent, and sincere friend.” *

" From a memoir prefixed to Colonel Simcoe’s Military Journal,
Bartlett & Wilford, New York, 1844, we make a few extracts con-
cerning the illustrious father of the subject of this notice.

“Though bred in the navy, and highly esteemed as an excel-
lent officer, Captain Simcoe was peculiarly partial to the military
service, and is said to have left behind him a valuable treatise

* Vide epitaph to Capt. Simcoe’s memory in St. Andrew’s Church, Cotterstock.
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on tactics in that profession. The most striking occurrence of
his life, arose however, it is said from an accident, improved in a
manner peculiar to genius, and extensive professional knowledge.
The story is that he was taken prisoner by the Frenchin Ameri-
ca, and carried up the river St. Lawrence. As his character was
little known, he was watched only to prevent his escape; but,
from his observations in the voyage to Quebec, and the little inci-
dental information which he was able to obtain, he constructed
a chart of that river, and carried up General Wolfe to his famous
attack upon the Canadian capital. He was promoted toaa cap-
taincy, in 1743, at the age of twenty-nine. Upoiirthe trial of
Admiral Byng, in 1756-7, he served as a member of the court-
ma.rtia} convened for that purpose, and was then aged forty-two
ears.”

Of the two children left by Captain Simcoe, as a legacy to the
wide world, John Graves, was the elder; and, as his brother was
drowned shortly afterwards, he became the only surviving sou.

On young Simcoe first going to school at Exeter, (whither his
mother had removed,) at a comparatively early age, he attracted
considerable notice from all with whom he came in contact for his
proficiency in everything that the school taught;and he was un-
doubtedly the dux of the school. Outside as well as inside, he
was champion in all the manly games resorted to at an English
school. ; :

At the age of fourteen, he was removed to Eton. Herc he
acquired new honors. He read history with avidity, and was
well versed in everything appertaining to the wars and battles of
his country. We are told, that young as he was, he was bold and
daring in everything he took in hand, and was formed by nature to
be a goldier.

After remaining at Eton a short time, he was removed to Mere-
ton College, Dxford. From college, in his nineteenth year, he
entered the army, either he or his guardians having selected that
glorious profession for him. He was appointed to an ensigney in the
35th regiment of the line ; and as hostilities had already commenced
with the United States of America, he was despatched to the seat
of war, to join his regiment. He arrived at Boston on the day of
the battle of Bunker Hill, and took an active part afterwards, as
may be seen, in the great American war, when the American colo-
nists torew off their allegiance to Great Britain, and declared them-
selves independent.

Eusign Simcoe, having served some time as adjutant to his own
regiment, purchased the command of a company in the 40th, with
which he fought at the battle of Brandywine, and where he dis-
played (although very young,) his courage and professional attain-
ments by the active rart he took in the day’s proceedings. Unfor-
tunately he was severely wounded at this engagement.
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The command of a light corps, or, as it is termned the scrvice of
a partizan, is generally csteemed the best niode of inbstruction for
those whoaim at higher stations ; as it gives an opportunity of ex-
emplifying professional acquisitions, fixes the habit of self-depen-
dence for resources, and obliges to that prompt decision, which, in
the common rotation of duty, subordinate officers can seldom ex-
hibit, yet without which, none can be qualified for any military
trust of importance. To attain this employment was therefore an
early object with Simcoe; nor could he be diverted from his
parpose oy the shameful character of dishonesty, rapine, and falsc-
hood, supposed to attend it, at least by those who formed their
judgment on the conversation of such officers, as had been witnesses
to the campaigns in:Germany. He had fairer examples to profit
from ; for the page of military history scarcely details more spirited
exertions, in this-kind of service, than what distinguishingly
marked the last civil commotions in England ; and Massey’s well
known saying, ¢ that he could not look upon the goods of any Eng-
lishman, as thosc of an enemy,” delineated the integrity of the citi-
zen, and the honorable policy of the soldier. '

His intimate connexion with that most upright ~and
zealous officer, the late Admiral Graves, who commanded at
Boston in the year 1775, and some services, with which he
was pleased to entrust him, made him acquainted with many of
the American loyalists; from them he soon learned the practica-
bility of raising troopsin the country, whenever it should be opened
to the king’s forces; and the propriety of such a measure ap-
pearcd to be self-evident. He, therefore, importuned Admiral
Graves to ask of General Gage, that he might enlist such negroes
as were in Boston. With these he puthimself under the direction
of Sir James Wallace, who was then actively engaged at Rhode
Island, and to whom that colony had opposed negroes; adding to
the admiral, who seemed surprised at his request, * that he enter-
tained no doubt, that he should soon exchange them for whites.”
General Gage, on the admiral’s application, informed him, that
the negroes were not sufficiently numerous to be serviceable, and
that he had no other employment for those who were in Boston.

We make an extract from the memoir from which we have before
quoted :—* Captain Simcoe, was always a soldicr in his heart, and
attentive fo every part of his duty. He already saw that regularity
in the interior economy of a soldier’s life, contributed to his
health, and he estimated the attention of the inferior officers by
the stréngth of a company, or a regiment in the ficld. This ambi- -
tion invariably led him to aspire to command ; and even, when the
army first landed at Staten Island, he went.to New York to request
the command of the Queen’s Rangers, (a provincial corps, then
newly raised,) though he did not obtain his desire, till after the

battle of Brandywine, in October, 1777. He knew that common
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opinion had imprinted on the partizan the most dishonorablestain,
;nddassocmted the idea with that of dishonesty, rapine, and false-
00

“Yet, on the ‘other hand, he also knew that the command of
a light corps, had been considered as the best source of instruc-
tion, as a means of acquiring a habit of self-dependence for re-
sources, and of prompt decision, so peculiarly requisite in trusts of
importance.”

The corps of Rangers claimed all the attention of the now
Major-Commandant Simeoe, and contributed greatly to lesgen his
paternal fortune ; for, though warmly alive to the interests of others,
he was always inattentive to his own. We find in Rivington’s
Royal Gazette, printed at New York during the presence of the
British army in the city, an advertisement for recruits, somewhat

" significant of the care and expense bestowed upon the equipment

of this effective band of partizans. It is as follows :—

« All aspiring heroes have now an opportunity of distinguish-
ing themselves by joining the Queen’s Ranger Hussars, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe.

“ Any spirited young man will receive every encouragement, be
immediately mounted on an elegant horse, and furnished with cloth-
ing, accoutrements, &c., to the amount of FORTY GUINEAS, by ap-
plying to Cornet Spencer, at his quarters, No. 1033 Water Street,
or his rendezvous, Hewitt’s Tavern, nearthe Coffee House, and t.he
defeat at Brandywine, on Golden Hill.

 Whoever brings a recruit shall instantly receive Two GUINEAS

vant Rex et Regina.”

“ The Rangers were discifflined, not for parade but for active
service. They were never to march in slow time; were directed
to fire with precision and steadiness; to wield the bayonet with
force and effect ; to-disperse and rally with rapidity. In short, in
the instructions for the management of the corps, its commander
seems to have anticipated the more modern tactics of the French
army.”

The Queen’s Rangers, under Colonel Simcoe, acquired new lau-
rels, and were justly celebrated, as, was their leader, for their seve-
ral gallant deeds and exploits. During the rest of the American
war, or until their disbandment; they bore part in nearly every
engagement, which took place, and were invariably successful in
everything. As our task is necessarily restricted by brevity, we
cannot here enumerate the many gallant actions which they per-
formed. General Simcoe’s Journal supplies everything that we
have been compelled, through want of space, to omit.

But unfortunately being situated at Gloucester Point, opposite

" York-town, when the latter place was besieged by the allied

French and American army, the Rangers, as well as the other
portion of the English army, under Lord Cornwallis’s command,
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were surrendered by that nobleman to the victorious insurgents.
Their noble commander, “in ill health,” as the Journal says,
“ equally the result of excessive fatigue from his arduous services,
and of vexation at the inglorious fate of his cherished soldiers,”
was transmitted to New York in the Bonetta sloop, which the British,
in an article of the capitulation, reserved to themselves as a trans-
port for their sick and wounded, to be exchanged as prisoners of war.

With the surrender of Gloucester Point, the glorious existence
of the Rangers terminated. The officers were afterwards put'upon
half pay, and their provincial rank retained to them in the standing
British army. The war of independence virtvally ceased, with the
capture of York-Town, and Colonel Simcoe returned to England,
greatly fatigued by hislate arduous duties, and greatly impaired in
his constitution.

The king received him in a manner which truly showed how
grateful his Majesty was for the great services he had rendered ; and
all classes of society received him with the most affectionate regard,
and showed him every demonstration of their attachment.

Not long after his return, he entered into the marriage state
* with Miss Guillim, a near relation to Admiral Graves, a distinguished
officer, engaged in the American war. Colonel Simcoe was also
elected to represent, in 1790, the borough of St. Maw’s, Cornwall,
in the House of Uommons, which place he continued to represent,
with equal honor to himself and his country until the passing of
the bill dividing the province of Quebec into two provinces, to be
called Upper and Lower Canada. Colonel Simcoe was judiciously
selected as the first governor of Upper Canada, whither he proceeded
. in 1791, with his accomplished wife, and a young family.

.Upper Canada was then in a comparative state of wilderness;
few were the settlements, and few the settlers ; the population chief-
. ly consisted, with the exception of a few whites, of Indians.

" We cannot picture to ourselves, a more dismal, or a more tho-
roughly dejected plantation than was Upper Canada at the time of
which we speak. Governor Simcoe, therefore, had not much reason
to think himself honored by the appointment conferred upon him
by his grateful sovereign. Nevertheless, he entered upon his duty
with a resolute heart. Newark, now Niagara, was made the seat of
government: Firstly,—Consisting of a Legislative Assembly and
Council, the former contained sixtéen miembers only ; and the
latter was still smaller,and a Parliament was convened so early as the
17th S%)tember of the same year. Secondly, he appointed an Exe-
cutive Council, composed of gentlemen, who had accompanied him
out, and some who already resided in the province. He had the
whole country surveyed, and laid out into districts, and invited as
much immigration as possible, in order to swell tke population.
For this purpose, those parties who so nobly adhered to the cause
of England in the revolted colonies (now the United States), and
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which are chiefly known by the sobriquet of United Empirests,
removed to Canada, and received a certain portion of land, free.
Also discharged officers and soldiers of the line, receiveda certain
portion of land gratuitously, and all possible means were employed
to further the project of the governor. When we see the floiirish-
ing and prosperous cities, towns, and villages of Upper Canada,
may we not truly say that for these we are, in the first instance,
mainly indebted to that brave and gallant-hearted soldier, who left
no ends untried to fulfil his duty, and to make Upper Canada a
valuable and enviable dependency of the British government. A
provincial corps was also raised by command of the king, and Col-.
onel Simcoe was appointed colonel ofit. This corps, he also calle
the “Queen’s Rangers,” after his old regiment. .
In 1796, after remaining four years at Newark, the seat of go-
vernment removed to York (now Toronto), which was, at that time,
a miserable collection of shanties ; and this place, Governor Simcoe
determined, should be the capital of the province. He accordingly,
with that intention, improved the site and vicinity of this projected
_city to a great extent. Roads were constructed, so that a proper
communication should be kept up between town and country. A
schooner ran weekly, we believe, betweed Newark and York ; and
couriers were sent overland, monthly, to Lower Canada. Of course,
the population increased, and the young province began to consider
itself wealthy. Thus, it will be seen,in his propagations of the
country’s benefit, how much the governor had at heart the pros-
perity of the province ; and he would, no doubt, have continued in
his good work, and have seen the province rise, as it were from
infancy to maturity, but it was decreed otherwise. Im 1794 he
was promoted to the rank of major-general, and in 1796, appointed
to be commandant and governor of the important island of St.
Domingo, which had a few years previously been wrested from the
patives. Thither Simcoe with his family proceeded, and there he
held the local rank of licutenant-general.

Here, though he remained only a few months, he greatly endeared
himself by his kind and considerate government of the island, not
only to all the residents, but to the natives themselves; and a con-
temporary justly remarks, that ¢“ short as was his stay, he did more
than any former general to couciliate the native inhabitants to the
British government.”

In 1798, he was created a lieutenant-general ; and in 1801, when
an invasion of Kngland was expected by the French, the command
of the town of Plymouth was entrusted to him. We do not hear
of him again until 1806, when the last scene in this great man’s
life was to come to a close. E

France had long been suspected of a design to invade Portugal,
and, the affair being apparentto England, public attention was called
to the critical situation of that country; and as Portugal was the
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only surviving ally of Kngland upon the continent, means must
necessarily be employed to assist her. In this critical juncture,
Lieutenant-General Simcoe, and the Karl of Rosselyn, with a
large staff, were immediately sent out to join the Earl of St. Vin-
cent, who with his fleet was in the Tagus ; and they were instructed
to open, in concert with him, a communication with the court, so
that they would ascertain whether danger was very imminent,
and if so, employ means to guard against it.

But alas! in such a glorious undertaking, which probably would
have crowned him with fame and honors, Simcoc was never des-

" tined to participate to any extent. Oun the voyage thither, he was

taken suddenly ill, and had to return to England, where he had
only. landed, when his erratic and eventful life was brought to a
close. He breathed his last at Torbay, in Devonshire, at the com-
paratively early age of fifty-four, after having honorably served his
country during many years, in a variety of occupations, regretted
by all, from the simple soldier, whom he had commaunded, to the
friend of his heart, and his boon companion. .

General Simcoe, previously to his death, had been appointed as
successor to Lord Lake, to the command of the troops in India;
and had his life been protracted, we would no doubt have heard his
name spoken of with the same warmth, the same affection, and the
same honor as a Clive, a Gough, or aClyde. Asit is, although he may
be forgotten, and his name may descend to obscurity in half of the
places where he may have served his king and country, the name
of Simcoe will be ever held in grateful remembrance, and regarded
as a household word, by the majority of the people of Upper Canada.
He is spoken of by Tarleton and Stedman, in their History of the
Indian War, and of the Queen’s Rangers. A dispatch from Sir
Henry Clinton, to Lord George Germaine, 13th May, 1780, men-
tions in high terms Sime¢oe and the Rangers, saying that ““the
history of the corps under his command is a series of gallant, skilful
and successful enterprises against the enemy, without a single
reverse; the Queen’s Rangers have killed or taken twice their own’
numbers.” / :

[

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SHANK.

Davip SHANK,’,"a veteran officer in the British army, was ap-
pointed lieutenant/ in the Loyalists, under the Earl of Dunmore,
in Virginia. He/was present at the defence of Guyns Island, and

18
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other skirmishes ; and served as a volunteer in the battle of Long
Island, August 27,1776. In March, 1777, he received alieutenancy
in thé Queen’s Rangers. Heaccompanied General Howe’s army into
New Jersey ; and was engaged in the battle of Brandywine, Septem-
ber 11, 1777, when out of twenty-one officers of that corps, fourteen
were killed and wounded. Lieutenant Shank commanded the picket
of the regiment at the battle of Germantown, near Philadelphia, on
_the 4th October, and had the good fortune to check the colamn of
the ecoemy that attacked the right of the army, for which he re-
ceived the thanks of Major Wemyss, who at that time commanded
theregiment. Lieutenant Shank continued with the army on its re-
treat from Philadelphia, and was present at the battle of Mon-
-mouth. In October, 1778 hc succeeded to acompany. After the
siege of Charlestown he returned to New York with Sir Heary
Clinton, and was engaged in the skirmish at Springfield. ‘

In August, 1779, Captain Shank was selected by Lieutenant-Col-
onel Simcoe to command a troop of dragoons, and he afterwards
commanded the cavalry of the Queen’s Rangers in the expedition
to Virginia, during which he was most actively employed, particu-
larly in a severe action at Spencer’s Ordinary.

At the close of the war Captain Shank returned home, and in Qc-
tober, 1783, the corps being disbanded, he was placed on halt pay, on
which he continued, till 1791. His friend, Colonel Simcoe, being
then appointed lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, with leave
to raise a small corps of four hundred rank and file, he was
appointed senior officer, and left under the patronage of the Mar-
quis of Buckingham, to raise the men in Kngland; which being
accomplished, this corps had leave to take again the name of
the Queenis Rangers, were equipped as a light infantry corps, and
embarked for Canada in April, 1792. He received the brevet of
major, Ist March, 1794. Major-General Simcoe, on his return to
Europe, loft Major Shank in command of the troops in Upper
Canada, in the summer of 1796. He received the rank of lieu-
tenant-colonel, January, 1798, and in April the lieutenant-colonelcy
of his regiment. He returned to England in 1799.

From that time he continued at home, in the expectation of em-

" ployment under Greneral Simcoe, until at the peace of Amiens, the
Qucen’s Rangers were reduced. On the 3rd September, 1803 he
was appointed licutenant-colonel in the Canadian Fencibles. He
received the rank of colonel in 1808, of major-general 1811, and
licutenant-general 1821.  He died at Glasgow, 16th October, 1831
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Rigar Rev. JACOB MOUNTAIN, D.D.

THE late Dr. Mountain, first Protestant bishop 6f Quebec, and
father of the present venerable and esteemed prelate, was born at
Thwaite Hall, Norfolk, in 1750.

The family was, originally, a French Protestant one, who took
refuge in England, upon the revocation of the edict of Nantes,
(the name having been originally Montaigne); and subsequently
became possessed of a moderate landed property in the county of
Norfolk. The father of his lordship, and grandfather of the
present bishop, at the time of Dr. Mountain’s birth, resided upon
his estate at Thwaite Hall, in that county; and being much known
and noticed for his agreeable and social qualities, which introduced
him to a familiar intercourse with persons of a higher rank than
his own, in some degree, injured his property. He died about
one hundred and eight years ago, while he was yet a young man;
and while Dr. Mountain, his younger son, was yet a# infant; leav-
ing his widow and four children with a sufficient independence,
although far removed from wealth.

The bishop received the first part of his education at a good
grammar schoel at Wyndham; and was afterwards removed to
Norwich, where his mother then resided. He was at first designed
for business; andy at the age of about fifteen, was placed for a time,
with Mr. Paole, a merchant, then mayor of Norwich; but, having
an utter disinclination tosuch pursuits, he abandoned the original
intention to resume the course of his.education, which was continued
at Scarning under Mr. Potter, the translator of the Greek tragedies,
with whom he was a favorite pupil, till he went to Caius College, in
the University of Cambridge, of which he afterwards becamea fellow.
He was well known at the university; and, afterwards to the late
Mr. Pitt; and there can be no hesitation in saying, that he enjoyed
the high esteem of many distinguished characters, in the literary,
political, and religious world at that day. With many of these he
had the good fortune to be intimately acquainted, especially with
the late Lord Bishop of Winchester, whose unabated friendship he
preserved to the day of his death. :

In 1781, he married Miss Eliza Kentish, co-heiress, with he
two sisters, of Little Bardfield Hall, in the county of Hssex, and
by her had four sons, three of whom followed the profession of

_their father ;—the fourth was the late Colonel Armine Mountain,
C.B., adjutant-general in India, and aid-de-camp to the Queen;
he had also two daughters. He was settled at first, after his
marriage, in the living of St. Andrews, Norwich. At the time of his

¢
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being selected for the see of Quebec, he was examining-chaplain
to the Bishop of Lincoln, (afterwards of Winchester) and held the
livings of Buckden, in Huntingdonshire, and Holbeach in Lin-
colnshire, having previously had a stall in Lincoln cathedral ; all
of which preferments were conferred upon him by his lordship.
He had also no very remote prospect of being advanced to further
dignity in the church.

It was in 1793, that, induced by thqf increase of Protestant popu-
lation in Canada, and especially in that part of it which had been
recently constituted a separate province, under the name of Upper
Canada, (which has continued almost entirely a Protestant colony,)
his Majesty George III. was pleased to erect the Canadas into a
diocese, according to the establishment of the Church of England ;
provision having been made, by an act of the 31st of his said
Majcsty, for the maintenance of -the clergy, as partof the sanie plan,
by means of a reservation of one-seventh of all the lands at the
disposal of the Crown. :

" Dr. Mountain, having been appointed to this new diocese,
arrived at Quebec on the 1st November, 1793. The charge upon
which he entered, did not present a very encouraging aspect.
There were but six clergymen in the whole of Lower Canada;
. two were placed at Quebec, and two at Montreal ; and there were
only three in Upper Canada. Out of the nine, five were mission-
aries of the Society for P. G.; the remaining four were paid by
government. At Quebec, there was no church, no episcopal
residence, no parsonage; yet, with the blessing of God, the in-
defatigable bishop overcame all these difficulties, and more of a
larger and more alarming character. For thirty-two years did he
preside over the Church of British North America, and raised it
from nothing, as it were, to the high standard which it had attained
at his death. No obstacles seemed too great for him to cope
with, and no dangers too formidable for him, not to peril for the
interests of the church. He was indeed the father and founder
of the church of British America; and all we enjoy from its
present efficient and forward state, must be, in a great measure,
ascribed to his diligence, energy, perseverance and care; to him
our thanks are due, and he is eminently entitled to our gratitude.

To give a true and accurate conception of his qualities of heart,
and his services, we have copied an article from the Christian
Remembrancer of London, published a few months after his death,
which occyrred on the 16th of June, 1825, at Marchmont, near
Quebec, the seat of the late General Sir John Harvey, Bart., deputy
adjutant-general of Canada, which sad event, called forth the
universal regret of the people of the province, of all shades of
parties :

¢ His relations aand friends, indeed, will always remember him
with most reverential affection, and all who knew bim, with respect.
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The poor will mourn him as a benefactor of no common generosity,
and ‘the blessing of him that was ready to perish’ will mix itself,
to embalm his memory, with the surviving attachments of depen-
dents, and the thankful recollections of many whom he has soothed
in affliction, relieved in embarassment, advised in perplexity, with-
held from imprudence, reconciled in estrangement from their
brethern, or led by the hand in the way of truth. Those who have
known him in public business of the province will acknowledge no
less his readiness and talent, than his firmness, his integrity, his
droiture d’ame, his singleness of purpose, his consistency of' con-
duct ; and those with whom he acted in concert will own, that there
were times when others leaned upon him in difficulty, borrowed
strength from his example, and counted upon him to preserve
things in their proper course. His services upon some—tmportant
occasions as a member, ex officio, of both the executive and legis-
lative councils of the province, have been most handsomely ac-
knowledged by his Majesty’s representatives. In the former
capacity he sat frequently in the Court of Appeals, and in whatever
he undertook, was a faithful and laborious gervant of the public
and of the crown. He had latterly, however* retired from all but
professional occupation, and long before he wholly retired, had a
strong dislike to secular business. With regard to other points,
he was eminently a scholar, a gentleman, a companion, a domestic
¢uide and comforter ; and united, in a most remarkable manner,
qualities which commanded respect and even awe, with a cheerful
affability, and often a playfulness, which threw a charm about his
society. He had a delicate and cultivated taste, and excelled, in
early life, in many accomplishments, which he had discarded as
. trifles when he became a Bishop in the Church of Christ. Never,
however, was a character more perfectly genuine : more absolutely
elevated above all artifice or pretension; more thoroughly averse
from all flourish or ostentation in religion, and for that reason,
perhaps, his: character was not by all parties fully appreciated, in
the day in which his lot was cast. He was friendly, at the same
time, both from feeling and principle, to all exterior gravity and
decorum in sacred things ; and in his own public performance of
the functions proper to the episcopal office, the commanding
dignity of his person, the impressive seriousness of his manner,
and the felicitous propriety of his utterance, gave the utmost
effect and development to the beautiful services of the church.
{ In the pulpit, it is perhaps not too much to say, that th: advan-
tage of his fine and venerable aspect, the grace, the force, the
solemn fervor of his delivery,—the power and happy regulation
of his tones,—the chaste expressiveness and natural significance
of his action, combined with the strength and clearness of his
 reagoning, the unstudied magnificence of his language, and that
piety, that rooted faith in his Redeemer, which was, and which
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shewed itself to be, pregnant with the importan‘ge of its subjeet,
and intent upon conveying: the same feeling to others,—made him
altogether a preacher, who has never, immodern times, been sur-
passed.”

Rev. JOHN STUART, D.D.

THIs celebrated learned, pions,and zealous divine, who has been
justly recognized as the father and founder of the English Church
in-Upper Canada, was a native of America, having been born on
the 24th of February, 1740, at Harrisburg, in the state of Pennsyl-
vania. His father, Andrew Stuart, was a rigid Presbyterian, and
most tenacious’in his opinions. The consequence was, that young
Stuart’s determination to join the Church of England gave him
much uneasiness and embarrassment consequent on the opinions of
his father,—a parent whom he had every reason to love and vene-
rate, but who did not yield his consent to his son’s solicitation,
until several years had elapsed, after his son’s resolution had been
taken ; and even then, though he continued to adhere to that reso-
lution, yet he would not follow it out, fearing to hurt his father’s
feelings. Witnessing this self-sacrifice on his son’s part, Mr. Stuart
gave his consent to his entering the ministry of'the Knglish Charch.
Young Stuart accordingly overcame all the difficulties and inconve-
nieuces of a sea voyage of that period, and proceeded to England
to be ordained, which,he was, and returned to Philadelphia, in the
full orders of a priest.in 1770. He entered at once on the duties
of his high and sacred office as » missionary in the Mohawk valley,
where he remained for upwards of seven years in the full execution
of the object of his being placed there, viz., the civilization of
the wild Indian tribes located on its banks, and the bringing them
within the fold of the church.. That he did his duty faithfully, man-
fully and energetically no one can doubt; and numerous author-
ities might be cited in support of our assertion. It was whilst he
was thus residing in this beautiful locality, that he performed the
onerous task of translating the New Testament into the Mohawk

-language, for the benefit of his numerous Indian converts, and
others that he had hopes of making. On the breaking out of the
.revolutionary wur, he refused to swear aliegiance to the revolted
colonies. He was, with great personal insult and ill usage received
" from the American authorities, compelled to éffect his escape into
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Canada in 1781, where he was soon afterwards appointcd toa chap-
laincy in a provincial regiment ; but notwithstanding his refusal to
serve the States, his friends therc wished him to return, offering
him a good living, which he indignantly rcfused.

From this time forth he remained in Canada’; and wasin nearly
all parts of the upper province. There still remain some traces of
his connexion with it in prosecuting his high and impertant duties,
and in all places where he travelled, there was plenty of
work for his hands; and the amount that he performed is so great,
that it can hardly be estimated, not only because it benefitted our
forefathers, but because it has an influence over oursclves and our
destinies. Indeed, but for the indefatigable encrgy of this zealous
prelate in laying the foundation of the church, at that early date,
among the wild Indians and the still wilder white men, and in civil-
izing and influencing their actions, what would the upper province
now be? At length, we believe in 1788, he scttled down perma-
nently at Kingston (formerly Cataraqui,) which was greatly bene-
fitted by his presence, and where he continued to reside until the
time of his death, which took place on the 15th of August, 1811,
and where his body is interred.

Some time previous to his death he held the appointment of
Chaplain to the Legislative Council.

Sir J. B. Robinson in a letter to the author of the dnnals of
the Colonial Church, dated August 5th, 1847, says :—

“There was something jn Dr. Stuart’s appearance that could not
fail to make a most favorable“impression. He was about six feet
two inches in height—not corpulent and not thin,—but with finc
muscular features, expanded chest, erect figure, straight, well-
formed limbs, and a free manly carriage, improved by a fondness
in his youth for athletic cxercises, particularly fencing. =

“ From my recoflection of him at this moment, I should say that T
have seen no one who came so fully up to the idea one is led to
form of a fine old Roman, a man capable of enduring and defying
apything in a good causc; incapable—absolutely incapable of
stooping to anything in the least degree mean or unworthy.

* * * x * * * *

¢ Any one, who can speak from memory of the early days of King-
ston, will tell you how much and how sincerely Dr. Stuart was
loved ard respected by every one; how cheerful and instructive
his society was; and Zo_w amusing, from the infinity of anecdotes
which his observation and his excellent memory had enabled him
to collect, and keep always in readiness, to illustrate his lessons,
and im&r:ess more strongly his good advice, and the cautions which
were often addressed to his young friends.”
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JUDGE THORPE.

THis gentleman, who was a puisné judge of Upper Canada in
1805, and the shameful manner in which he was dismissed from
that office by Mr. Francis Gore, after only holding it a short time,
and for no cause whatever for which he should be ashamed—his
only object being to effect « the strict and upright discharge of his
duty, unawed by power, uninfluenced by land, and unbiassed by

" party, or prejudice,” as it is correctly stated in some of the histories of

Canada, was one of the most upright and conscientious men that
. ever breathed ; and had not Mr. Francis Gore and the * Family
Compact Party” taken such a dislike to him and worked hisruin, and
had he been allowed to pursue the even tenor of his way—he would
have been an honor and credit to the bench of Canada: such how-
ever was not to be his destiny. A part of the people, the home district
honoring and respecting his character, which was most unlike that
of many of the subservient office holders of the lieutenant-gov-
ernor, wished to return him as their representative to Parliament—
he accepted their invitation to be their candidate, and from that
day, his ruin was determined on by the government. All the most
powerful engines of the state were set against him to prevent his
return, and all the most unscrupulous practices were resorted to.

Governor Gore at last got the colonial office to recall Mr. Thorpe,
and that gentleman proceeded to England ; but it must have been
a subject of gratification and gladness to him afterwards, to see the
very man who had triumphed over him, and got him recalled
recalled himself; and in asuit which he brought against Gore
for libel, he came off victorious.

Gourlay relates, that Mr. Thorpe was afterwards appointed
chief-justice to Slerra Leone, and remained there two years,
when he had to return to England for the benefit of his health.
Some inhabitants of the colony having requested him to bear home
a ‘petition, complaining of cettain abuses of power in that quarter,
he complied ; but what was the consequence ? For this simple act,
which could proceed only from a humane and obliging dxsposmon,
he was deprived of his appointment by Lord Bathurst, and in age
and infirmity, and with a young family, consigned to poverty and
neglect. T e truth i is, Thorpe was too honest and upnght in prin-
ciple to be an office holder of that period.
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GENERAL ROBERT PRESCOTT.

GENERAL ROBERT PRESCOTT was a native of England, where he
wasborn, in 1725. His family came from Lancashire, where in the
time of James II. they had alanded estate, which they lostat the time
of the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion, and the subsequent revolution.
He served in the American war, as well as his elder brother, General
William Prescott. In October,'1793, he was ordered to Barbadoes,
to take the command there, and in February, 1794, he sailed with
troops to Martinique, where he landed without opposition. Some
months were spent in effecting the complete reduction of the
island and forts, which capitulated on the 22nd March, after much
opposition, and where he underwent many personal dangers and
privations ; he was afterwards appointed civil governor of the
island, where his wise and judicious management prevented rebel-
lion amongst the natives. The home government, under Sir C. Grey
and Sir J. Jervis, were most geverc upon the natives; and Gieneral
Prescott wrote a letter to his Majesty George III., through Tord
Amherst, expostulating on the measures they adopted, which was
well received ; and his honest and upright conduct caused his
character to be highly appreciated at home. From Martinique he
was sent to Guadaloupe, where he pursued the same system, and at
this time refused the government of St. Lucia, which was offered
him. Finding that it was impossible to effect much at Guadaloupe,
he drew off all the British troops there, and sent some to Antigua,
some to Dominica, and the rest to Martinique, where he returned
himself. He suffered much at this time from the fatigue and anxiety
he had undergone, which affected his health. It proved how much
the French estimated his character, that—had they effected the
storming of Fort Mathilda, at Guadaloupe, in which he resided—
express orders were given out that particular care should be taken
to spare General Prescott’s life, the rest of the garrison to take the

 fate of war. At this time he had applied for leave to return home;
and, having received permissiou to do s0, on the 15th of January,
1795, he sailed for Epgland under a salute of guns, and arrived at
Spithead, on the 10th February. On the 10th April, 1796, he
received his orders and instructions to relieve Lord Dorchester at
I Quebec, and take the command there ; and on the 12th he embarked
with his family at Portsmouth, and reached Quebec on the 18th of
June. Lord Dorchester did not kmow that he was to be recalled
B until General Prescott arrived to supersede him. The former sailed
for England on 9th July. General Prescott immediately com-
17
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menced his plan for strengthening the forts of Quebec. He received
his commission as governor of Nova Scotia, 1797.

He remained in the government of Canada, Nova Scotia and New
Bruuswick, until the year 1799, when he was recalled, and Lieu-
tenant-Governor Milues appointed in his place. The general then
returned to England, and finally settled at Rose Green, near Battle,
in Sussex, where he died in December, 1815, in the 89th year of
his age. He was buried in the old church at Winchelsea.

During his admiuistration, here nothing of greatimportance took
place, except perhaps the insane attempt of David McLean to
tamper with the loyalty of the people and endeavour to take Quebec,
in which chimerical undertaking he lost his head.’

The governor was well liked, being a gentleman of pleasing
manners, much urbanity, and possessed of a kind disposition for all.

Hon. CHIEFJUSTICE OSGOODE.

WiLLiaMm OsGoODE was bofn in March 1754 ; and, at the early
age of fifteen, was admitted as\a commoner of Christ College, Ox-
ford ; where he proceeded to his degrees, and became M.A. in July,
1777. His inclination determined him to the study of the law;
for which purpose he became a student in the Inner Temple in
1773, having been before admitted at Lincoln’s-Inn. Possessing
only a small paternal property, by no means adequate to his support,
Mr. Osgoode geriously engaged in the study of his profession, and
with such success, that in 1779, he published a learned and judicious
tract in 4to. entitled, ¢ Remarks on the Laws of Descent, and the
Reasons assigned by Mr. Justice Blackstone for rejecting, in his
Table of Descent, a point of Doctrine laid down by Plowdon, Lord
Bacon, and Hale” When he had completed his terms, he was
called to the bar; but, being more studious of propriety than
volubility of speech, never became distinguished as a pleader.
He had, indeed, a sort of hesitation, not organic, but, if we may
so term it, mental; which led him frequently to pause for expres-
sions, when his thoughts were most stored with knowledge. But
the accuracy of his professional information, and the soundness of
his judgment, could not escape notice; and the new colony of
Upper Canada having been established in 1791, Mr. Osgoode was
appointed, in the following year, to go out as chief-justice of that
province ; for which he sailed in April 1792, in the same ship with

4
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General Simcoe, the lieutenant-governor. It was owing . probably
to the friendly regard of General Simcoe, that the name-of Osgoode
has obtained a local establishment in Upper Canada, having been
conferred upon a township in Dundas county, near the river
Rideau, and given to the seats of law at the capital, (Toronto,
Canada West.)

The conduct of Mr. Osgoode was so much approved, as chief-
justice of the new province, that in a very short time (we
believe in 1794,) he was advanced to the same office in the
province of Quebec, now Lower Canada. He there obtained
universal esteem and respect by the independent steadiness and
firmness of his conduct, as well as by ability and integrity in his
judicial office. But he became weary, after a time, of a situation
which banished him so far from the friendships and connections of
his early years; and in 1301, he resigned his office, and retired to
England, on his official pension. This, together with his own
property, and what he had been able to lay past, made him now
completely independent; and, being determined to enjoy - the
advantages of that state without molgstation, he neither sought to
be elected into Parliament, nor wou&’;cpc‘ept of any public situa-
tion. et
Having been disappointed, as it is Fupposed, in an attachment
which he formed at Quebec, he always-rémained unmarried ; and
after residing some time in the Temple, purchased a noble set of
apartments in Albany House, where he died, January 17, 1824.
He there lived, in the enjoyment of society, to the period above-
mentioned, universally esteemed, and never tempted from his
resolution of remaining free from office, except in the case of two
or three temporary commissions of a legal nature; which, from a
conviction of his qualifications and integrity, were